
14 Enemy Die 

Rangers Crack Down on NVA 
By PFC John Sweet 

REDCATCHER! 
FSB UBBY-Ita a dramatic dloploy of fire power, US aircraft 

enabled a 75th Infantry Ranger unit of the 199th Llgbt Infantry 
BrJ1ade to e1cape without a 11cratcb during • bli1terlo1 diree­
hour battle lo which 14 enemy werb killed. 

The co.mblnatlon Air Force-Army air atrlkea were oredhed wllh 
10 kllh. The Bravo team of Company M Rangere;7tb Spt Bn had 
three kills during the Aug, 27 olash whh an catlmated platoon 
of NVA 11oldlere about 9 mile• north of here along the Dong Nai 
Rh,er. 199th Light Infantry Brigade 

Sergeant David Reeser and hie long-range recon patrol bad 
atopped for a real during· the tecond day of their ml11lon when 
they dlacovered• they were In an apparnntly unoccupied enemy 
ba&e camp. 
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C Battery 
Keeps NVA 
On Afove 

By SP4 Frank Segreto 

FSH NANCY-A tots! of 
38 NVA were killed by artillery 
barrages during a six day period 
beginning Aug 26, by Charlie 
Btry, 2nd Bn, 40th Arty. 

Combining support operatio~s 
with ground troops and aerial 
survei llance missions, Charlie 
Btry netted a total of six NV A 
killed on Aug 26. 

An NV A unit vandalizing a 
downed light observation heli­
copter (LOH) was the target 
far Charlie Btry. 

NVA Stealing 
"The NV A were trying to steal 

the mini-guns and radios," ex­
plained First Lieutenant Andrew 
Sch..indt, • 23, of Pensacola, Fla .. 
senior fire direction officer of 
the battery. 

''We fired into the area and 
killed six," he co:1linued, "and 
luckily we didn't hit the LOH ." 

The next ·day, Aug 27, while 
on a sweeping operation ap­
proximateJy 15 miles northeas t 
of Xuan Loe, elements of the 
18th ARVN Div which has been 
. working wilh 199th in the 
jungles, came into heavy enemy 
fire. 

Aid Barrage 
Artillery assistance was called 

for and with the aid of aerial 
surveillance adjusting its fire, 
20 NVA were killed by Charlie 
B1ttery's barrage, 

(Cont'd on page 8) 

2 / 3 Ambushes 
Clip Enemy 
Patrols 

By S1'4 Lorry Woody 
FSH 111.ACKHOIISE-Am• 

bush patrols of the 2nd • Bat­
talion, 3rd Infantry, killed four 
e~emy, captured one weapo~ 
and miscellaneous gear, and dis­
CJvered multiple heavy blo'J:l 
lrJih, in two recent back- to­
back night ambushes. 

The "Old Guardsman" were 
w.>rking in the Xuan Loe Dis­
trict area, 50 miles northeast 
of Saigo:, when both contacts 
were made. 

Alert hlflcmon 
Squad maneuvering and an 

alert rifleman accounted for 
three Viet Cong kills by F.cho 
Recon Company Aug 31, in 3n 
area approximately 5 miles east 
of Xuan Loe. The "Old Guard" 
platoon had just fini shed its 
routine pre- ambush briefing and 
the separate squads were pre­
paring to move out. 

(C;,nl'd on page 8) 

October 1, 1969 "We eaw at leaet 12 bunk.ere al\ around u■," Reeeer ~Id. 
"We dldn 't ■tick around." 

·'• ~::::1{i~---.. 
•• ' ~----:\;: .;,\:~~:. 

Up • Tree 
After moving out about 300 

meters, Reeser oent Speclaliat 
Four Lou Garland up a ·tree to 
check for a marking round. 
Garland didn't have much time 
to check. 

He jumped out of the tree 

::tin= R':s~.
1
1'JH!°h~d .::t: 

ted about 20 NV A coming right 
at us11

• 

Bravo team ha.aUly emplaced 
a Claymore and moved into 
cover. They had just crammed 
into a small cubby-hole WM> 
the enemy appeared, and they 
d~tollated the Claymore. 

All Around U• 
"While I was calling in air 

support, Garland made a direct 
hit with his M-79.'' Reeser re­
called. "When another came out 
to retrieve the body, I got him. 
But they were still all arou':'ld 
us". 

F-100 ftghle1' jets and OV-
10 B.roncos carrying the For­
ward Air Controler1 arrived 
quickly and th'e jela began 
saturating the area with 500- \ 
pound bombs. 

FIRING IN SUPPORT of the 1991h, the•e eighHncb howilzere from the 7th 
Bn~ 8th Arty he]p the Briga.Jc dctttroy o lurgc encwy butte cump 20 1uilct1 norlh­
eaet of Xuun Loe. (Photo by SP4 Jerry Reach.) 

"The Broncos came in real 
low and the NVA slarted •hoot­
ing at them with their AK1s," 
Reeser added. 

Gunablpe· Help Out 

Base Camp liJestroyed 

Eight-Inch Arty Supports 199th 

With his smoke grenades 
gone, Reeser sianaled the Cohn 
Gunships with an orange panel. 
After starting to rejoin his team, 
Specialist Four J. R. Arel! killed 
an NV A running out of the 
brush towards him. ~ 

A Light Observation Helicop­
ter- dropped a cue of M-16 
wnmo to fiH the team's ,mpty 
magazines. The . gunships pro­
vided the Ran&era a 360 degree 
c;rcle of fire. •• 

By SP4 Bruce Bolinger 

XUAN LOC-Two ,ell-. 
propelled eight-inch howitzers 
from Bravo Btry, 7th Bn, 8th 
Arty rraced up highway 20 to 
fire support base 11Keener,11 

Their mission was to reinforce 
the !99th's 2nd Bn, 40th Arty 
as bunker busters. 

A large enemy base camp, 
estimated to have 1been of bat­
ta_lion size, was discovered along 

~~~:s~g orhier~ivThe 
2
~dm~~~ . 

40th Arty support was re­
quested to destroy the heavily 
fortified bunker complex. 

The 2nd Bn, 40th Arty re­
quested the 7th Bn, 8th Arty 
b add the additional fire power 
of their eight-irich guns to the 
bunker busting mission and Cap­
tain Dennis Meredith from Ven­
tura, Calif., commander of Bravo 
Btry responded. 

Fhe Power 

Starting early on the mornbg 
of A ug 23, Meredith's two self 
propelled eight-inch howitzers 
left their , base camp here to 

~::t1 
~e 

1511
~~~er~ %~ s'th; 

three-day fire mission. 
Meredith, commenting on hi3 

latest artillery raid, said, "We've 
done this sort of . support work 
before and we're pretty used to 
it by now. We planned for a 
three -day mission and were 
prepared to fire a total of 400 
rounds into the enemy bunker 
c.lmplex." 

Good Job 
Second Lieutenant John Mc­

Kethen, from Powell, Wyoming, 
fire direction control officer of 

the bunker busters noted, "The 

~:t~tcI'{~c?~f~ac:etd ~r::~~~ 
fire missions lor us and from 
report.! received from our spot­
ter aircraft, we seem to be do­
ing a good job on that baae 
Clmp. 

"We set up and began firing 
late in the afternoon of the 
23rd," he continued. 11By 2 p.m. 
of the 24th we had received 
reports of al least four sec­
ondary explosions." 

Under direction from the 2nd 
Bn, 40th J\rty TOC, Bravo Btry, 
7th Bn, 8th Artillery's two guns 
fired 200-pound concrete. pierc­
ing and. high exploeive pro­
jectiles on 62 separate targets 

Like Bike? 

Free 
Now 

Wheels 
at BMB 

How would you like to tool 
around BMB on a ""Sporty new 
bike? Tile admiration of your 
friends and the ogles of any 
female of the species in the area. 
All this can be yours! 

Special Services at BMB has 

:~~r u}:o~~l ;r;:? Aliwy0~ich:i:: 
t:» do is go on down to Special 
Services and tell them that you 
want a set of wheels and you 
are off and pedalling. There is 
no cost to you, unless you 
damage the bike. There are 
more bikes on order so there 
will be plenty to go around. 

in 80 fire missioll. 
Results could not properly be 

35.3essed by the spotter aircraft 
because of the triple canopy 
jungle concealing the luge 
bunker complex along the Dong 
Nsi River. The spotter did con­
firm 18 bunkers, and 17 fighting 
p.:isitions destroyed with 4 sec .. • 
ondary explosions. 

Storage Area 
The spotter aircraft located 

what appeared to be a large 
fuel and nmmo storage areb 9 
miles north of Xuan Loe and 
only · 1, miles from the 5th Bn 
12th Infantry's fire support bas~ 
"Libby." Calling in the eight­
inchers, the spotter noted 4 
large secondary explosions. 

Alt:>gether, Reeser estimat~d 
10 aircraft parlicipated in the 
life-saving mission. ''Th:,se 
planes and choppers were tho 
most beautiful sight I've ever 
seen," concluded Reeaer. 

AcroH the River 
While Brav:, team was fight­

ing on one side of the river, 
Delta team led by • Sergeant 
Michael Wood was acting as a 
radio relay team on the other. 

~:U:t tF::;s B~bi
0
Yo::u,t, k~fi!d 

one of two NVA coming up the 
river bank. The olher escaped 
back to the river. 

FREE BICYCLES are offered by epecial eerviees for 
thoye who want to Ylay slim and lrim or for thoae who 
juYl wanl to gel from here to there faster . (Photo hy 
SP4 Richard Blair.) 
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If 
l 

I'm not guilty, 
an • Article accep_t 

should 
15? 

Spread the Word 

Yes. 
II Field Force Vietnam Regu­

lation 27-2, Paragraph 3c, states: 
"The consent to procedure under 
Article 15 is not an ad.,ni.,aioH 
oj guilt but merely allows the 
co~der to proceed with Ar­
ticle 15 action rather than prefer 
court-martial charges." 

All to often a soldier will re­
fuse an offered Article 15 9.!1d 
demand trial by court-martial 
thlnking this is the only way 
he can prove his innocence. 
Thia la wrong .... and dangerow. 

lt'a wrong because he can 
aign the Article 15 and "submit 
matt.era ln defence." Hit com­
mander must conaider these 
matters, and if they are valid, 
he mwt dismiss the Article 15. 

ll'1 dangerous because some 
ao called 11 deferues" are not 
defenses at all. "I was drunk at 
the time " or "I didn't know 
about th~t regulation" are not 
necessarily defenses that would 
hold up ln court-martial . . Whe:1 
a man bses a court-martial, he 
bses co:isiderably more than he 
would if he had lo,t an Articb 
15. 

The maxium punishment un­
der a company grade Article 15 
LI forfeiture of seven days p1y, 
reducUon t.o the next inferior 
pay grade, restriction for 14 
daya, and extra duty for 14 
days. B.llh restriction and extn 
duty may be imposed together, 
but they must run ca :.c4Frently. 
H.lwever, personnel in pay 
grades E-5 and above cannot 
be reduced by company grade 
Artlcle 15. The max.imurn pun­
bhment under a · Field grade 
Article 15 i3 forfeiture of one­
hall of one month's pay for 
two month.a, reduction to the 
loWeat pay grade for E-4 and 
below, reduction of one pay 
gnde for E-5, E-6, and E-7, 
and/or restriction for 60 days 
and extra duty for 45 days. 
But again, if restriction and 
extra duty are impased together, 
they must run concurrently and 
for not more than 45 days total . 
A reprimand, admonishment and 
correctional custody under cer­
h.i:1 circumstances, may be im­
posed under Article 15, UCMJ. 
• In comparison, a special court-

':tar~~ i:~or°rt;: si~~~~~~ 
fJrfeiture of two-thirds pay for 
six month., and reduction to the 
lowest pay grade regardless of 
presently held rank. 

Therefore, the soldier who in­
sists upon his "day in court" i,; 

running the risk of a convic­
tion by special court-martial, a 
permanent federal court convic~ 
tion, and whatever puni.shmenl 
the court sees fit to impose. It's 
an awesome risk, especially 
when it's not necessary. 

It'a valuable to remember that 
when you sign an Article 15, 
you are merely submitting your-

;:ff0 ;
0 

~~a~d:f,an~ud~e!:~~ 
on your guilt or innocence and 
the degree of your punishment 
U you are found guilty. 

You still have the right to 
appeal to the next higher com­
mand. In the event of an ap­
peal, the superior au~ority can 
either dismiss the Article 15 or 
lessen the punishment. '111e 
punishment cannot lbe increased. 
You have the right to legal 
u.sUttance from the Staff Judge 
Advocate's office at any time. 

w!h' ~n Y:ffe~~tvae: A~f~r:t~~ 
and before you mount a white 
chsrger to prove your innocei:ice 
by insisting on a court-martial, 
check with your legal assistance 
officer. He just might point out M 

Today's word is . . . "weaselword." You will not find it in the dic­
tionary but any good Army communications man can tell you wh.1t 
it means. It is a way of saying something so the other peraon w11l 

t think you are saying what they think it i.e. For exemple, how 
~y of your girl friends have asked, ''_Do you love me?" anhd you 
_ _:,_ ________ • --- have said, 11You know ow I 

feel about you." 

Be 
Avoid 

Alert 
Traps 

Mines and boobytraps can kill, 
so be alert-stay alive. H p::>s­
sible, don't be in too much. of 
a hurry. Never take anythmg 
for granted; it might look h~rm­
lcss, but it might be a k1ller. 
Evidence of old camouflage may 
indicate mines and boobytraps. 
Always look for trip wire:;. 

Never bunch up and become 
a good target for command de­
tonated mines. Only the enemy's 
imagination limits his use of 
mines and boabytraps. 

Your M-16Al rifle has a screw 
in the rubber butt plate, and the 
head of the screw has a hole 
in it. Ever notice? 

Offices Give Help 

For over two thousand years, 
men ·have tried to find words 
in the Bible to give authority 
to their own ideas and inter­
pretations. For instU1ce1 one 
proud scholar said that accord­
ing to the Bible the . world was 
four thoW1and four yeara old. 
Taking the third • Chapter of 
Luke, which meiitions the 

f:::to~ :a:;•~ar1!" f~d e:~ 
generation from Adam to Chrlsl. 
He didn't realize that Hebrew 
text indicated "descendent of" 
rather than the literal "son of". 

Take the statement that in 
order to belong to the church 
you must Hgood". This implies 
that Church people are good, 
and others are bad. What did 
Jesua. say about· this? · He 1ald 
t, a young man who had ad ... 
dressed Him as "Good Teacher", 
"Why do you call me good? No 
one is l{ood but God." 

The· church needs your testi­

r-y_o_ur_..:•=ad=d=l=e=c=i=nc=h==i=•~=•=t:::li::'ed:-:.=, any 
NEW POLICY FOR ENLIST- Did you ever have a pressing problem . that you ~uldn't solv~ 
MENT OF FORMpt_ MEMBERS yourself? Where did you go for help? W1th whom did you spe.ak. 

mo~yl Only real people with 
their feet on the ground, who 
have turned to God through 
Jesus Christ, who know they 
are sinners and yet find his 
power working in them for goodi 
only such people can witness 
to our world today. Not sad­
f:1ced, straight-laced, puritans, 
but regular guys. Most folks 
seem to think a Christian has 
to give up everything but 
breathing. They are • wrong! 
.Tesu!I came to make them free 
t::> enjoy life. It is up to people 
like you to show the world 
what Christian joy means. 

A tl d DA r Many soldiers just don't know what to do when they run mto 
chan;:c~:J aif:,:~vf ormer ~~; this sort of situation. Some go to the wrong officer for helpj others 
members discharged in grades turn to agencies oUtside the Army. In many _cases, just not knowing 
E6 and below to enlist under where to turn for help can delay the solution_ of the . problem-or 
AR 601-210 without loss of pay worse-result in the soldier getting the wrong information. 

grade within 30 months of sepa- c~. ~vui. =rp:~\,:~~ b~: or ~or::;o~~J;.~~ 
da~0

~gra~~vJ;:rr[d :l<l~ed • an~ lem, he will direct you to the proper authorities. . . . 
that was further restricted to Every problem has ils appropriate source of resolution within 
E6s and below with less than the military establishment. There is the Staff Judge Advocate, the 
f ::ur yens service br pay. finance officer, the chaplain, the personnel officer, ~d for emer-
------------- -------- ------,- ge~i~5Jd1/u:~er;h~e ~d ~tlJ:; 

Money 
specialized agencies, there is the 

Orders Lose . Fee Inspector General Complaints 
System. The basic purpose of 
the system ia to correct in­
justices affecting individuals and 
t:i eliminate conditions deter­
mined to be detrimental to the 
efficiency or reputation of the 
Anny. 

Medic • Enlistees 
Gain High Rank 

A new enlistment option al­
lows persons entering the Army 
with civilian acquired skills to 
be appointed to grade E4 or ES, 
dependent upon level of pro­
ficiency, after successful com­
pletion of basic cambat train­
ing and advanced individual 
trai~ing in MOS 91A, Medical 
Corpsman. Additionally, dental 
hygienists, senior medical lab,r­
atory specialists and clinical 
specialists will be considered for 
E6 after two years service. 

After Sept 15, servicemen in Vietnam will be able to send poatal 
money orders to the US without paying the usual fee. 

The no-fee money orders will be sold ta military personnel at 
Armed Forces post offices in Vietnam and on ships operating in 
thia combat theater. 

Servicemen o.nd their dependents will be charged a flat 15-cent 
fee at other overseas military post offices, except for those in Alaska, 
Hawaii, Guam and Puerto Rico. 

The existing domestic money order fees will continue for service­
men stationed in the 50 states, Puerto Ric:> and Guam. 

Als:> unaffected by the new regulatio:l.S are internati0nal money 
order feea which range from ts t:> 75 cents. 

Money order fees in regular civilian post offices are not affected . 
by this change. 

Remember that you and your 
dependents will save time and 
have your problems resolved 
more expeditiously by contact­
ing the proper personnel or 
agency. --------
FACTS ABOUT THE ARMY 

Did you know that: The 
Army's Rangers date back to 
pre-Revolutionary War dgys? 
They were organized by Major 
Robert Rogel'II in 1756. There 
are 14 Ranger companies in the 
Army today-12 of which are 
in Vietnam. Their parent regi ... 
ment is the 75th Wantry 

More informKtion is available 
from local Army recruiters. 

VRE is not able to render any 
assistance with problems en­
countered with the Pacific Mail 
Order System. 

REDCATCHER! 

Redcatcher! is . an authorized Army publication and is published 
biweekly under the supervision of the In1ormaOon Office, 199th Light 
Infantry Brigade. Opinions and views expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Department of the Army. Redcatcher! .uses Army News 
Features and Armed Forces Press Service material, as well a.s Com­
mand Information material produced by this and superior head­
quarters. Unsolicited contributions are welcome and will receive 
Lhe same consideration as staff-written material. Address contribu­
tions and correspondence to Redcatche-r!, Information Office. 199th 
Light Infantry Brigade, APO 96279. Telephone -Plantation 5007. 
Brig. Gen. Warren K. Dennen Commanding General 
CPT John W. St. Leger Information Officer 
SFC Fred O. Egeler NCOIC 
PFC Arthur S. JucKcr Editor 

"I didn't te ll him. 
tione!" 

I thought e ve ryone know,a you 1nix water with 'Lerp' ra-- SP4 James G. l..ow Aeeielant Editor 
PFC Ro nnie J. Whltc Clcrk•Typlet 
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Awards and Decorations 

The awards presented the· men of the 199th Infantry Brigade are 
justly earned and are a smc!,.11 reward for the outstanding job done. 
The men have shown great devotion to the . Brigade and to their 
comrades in their units. The men's actions reflect credit upon 
themselves, the 199th Infantry Brigade •and the United States Army. 

Bronze Star Medal (Valor) 

SP, Robert L. Manning-D, 2/3; PFC Roberl J. Sulliva11-D, 2/3; 
SSG James H. Henry-D, 2/3; PFC Thomas Jiannino-D, 2/3; PSG 
Je.ue L. Lawtum-D-2/3; SP4 Harry Miller-B, 4/12; PFC Thomas 
Jonea-B, 4/12; SP5 Kenneth Reppart-D1 4/12; lLT Lynn J . Mason-D, 
2/3; !LT Frank N. Vavrin-D, 2/3; SP4 James Wiernkin-A, 3/7; 
SP4 Benny Hawkins-B, 4/12; SP4 David Banks-B, 4/12; PFC 
Frederick C. Harrison-D, 2/3; PFC Anthony B. Morese-A, 3/7; PFC 
Richard A. Wiegart-D, 2/3; CPT John E. Perkins-A, 4/12; PFC 
Gerald A. Hagor-E, 3/7; PFC Michael F. Wellman-E, 3/7; CPT 
Gregory Beskalo-HHC, 2/3; CPT Jame,. McGinnis-C, 2/3; PFC David 
Harding-B, 4/12; lLT Michael L. Lanrung- C, 2/3; SGT Elroy K. !to­
e 2/3; PFC Jon Genens-HHC, 5/ 12; SGT Slephen Shaner-B, 4/12; 
PFC J,- A. Carrlon-B, 4/12; SP4 Donrue A. Gray-A, 3/7; CPT 
Bernard M. Pietrosilll-D, 2/3. 

Army Commendation Medal (Valor) . 

SGT R. E. Morrow-C, 3/7; SP4 Ronald L. Arscheene-E, 4/12; SP4 
William J . Cope-D, 4/lZ; SSG Vernon M. Rowell-C, 3/7; PFC Wayne 
A. Gayton-C, 3/7: SGT Douglas M. Jolman-D, 2/3; SP4 Thomas E. 
Roach-D, 2/3: PFC L.arry A. Harkleroad- D, 2/3; PFC David J. 
Karwoski-D, 2/3; SN Louis V. Pielrocci-D, 2/3; CPT Dale V. Lloyd­
B, 4/12; SP4 Stephan Goldman- D, 2/3; PFC Richard C. Nafziger-D, 
2/3; PFC Gregory J. McGill-D, 2/3; PFC John D. Oxner- D, 2/3; 
SP4 Thomas H. Hanes-D, 2/3; SP4 James H. Russell -D, 2/3; PFC 
Anthony L. Petote-D, 2/3; PVT Willie Bryant-D, 2/3; SP4 Harold F. 
Hough-D, 2/3; PFC Larry H. Morford-C, 2/3; SP4 James N. Clayton-

~/~~tt i~~:re{_g,u2~;-~pl'J~e1:4 E~~e;~~1~C~
0
2-,~; ~:J 

Charles D. Rutan-A, 3/7; S.SG Eugene Elias-D, 4/12; PFC Dennis E. 
Katzenmaier-C, 3/7; PFC James R. Titus-D, 3/7; SP4 Roger G. De 
Forest-C, 2/3; PFC James · A. Simms-C, 2/3; PFC Leon 0. Steffen-C, 
2/3; PFC Michael Jones-C, 2/3; SP4 Ben Estep-C, 2/3; SP4 Gerald 
A. Drenth-C, 2/3. 

Purple Heart 

!Lt Denrus J. Grimmer -A, 7/Sup ; CPT Michael L. Lipe-HSB, 
2/40; SGT Donald Byrd-D, 5/12; SP4 Michael S. Cheer-B, 4/12; CPT 
Donald R. Mannis-D, 5/12; 2Lt Charles M. Black-B, 4/12; PFC Paul 
T. White-B, 4/12; PFC Gary L . Lav-B, 4/12; SP4 Gregory B,ic-B, 

W2 ~~i~•~i~be~~~'1,if:' ~} ~~~~G~e~~c1~~':;~~·s~i t 
SP6 George Holloway-HHC, 4/12; SP4 James C. Brown-B, 2/3; SP4 
James F. Spenoer-B, 2/3; SP4 Benny R. Kilchens-B, 2/3; SP4 
Dwight D. Smith-B, 2/3 ; PFC Kenneth L. Hozian-B, 2/3; PFC 
Randolph J. Dalton-B, 2/3; PFC William C. B,wen-B, 2/3: 

'Comanches' Take 

Redcalcher ! • 

SOLDIER of the Month 
for Septe1Dher ie Specialist 
Four Jamee Wayman of the 

' 5th Bn, 12th Inf'• fire di­
rection center. 

'Warrior' 
W~yman Is . 
Brigade SOM 

CAMP FRENZEL• JONES-
A "Warr.ior" from the 5th Bn, 
12th Inf haB been selected u 
lhe Seplember aoldier of the 
Month. 

Specialist Four James Way­
man o( DeKalb, Ill. had worked 
in the battalion's moriar fire 
direction center before being 
selected as Soldier of the Month 
of the Brigade. 

Wayman was chosen from 
among the battalion SOM's by 
a board comprlaed of the bat­
talion command sergeants major. 

The 22-year-old Wayman 
i{roduatcd from Northern Jlll­
nois University in DeKalb with 
a bachelor of science degree in 
personnel management before 
being sent to Vietnam and the 
199th Brigade. 

"I'm going lo continue . my 
education after my tour of duty 
in the Armyi" Wayman said. 
"I plan to earn my maaters 
degree." 

For being chosen as the Red­
C'llcher Soldier of the Month, 
Wayman now serves as the 
commanding general'Ji enlisted 
aid and was presented $25 in 
cash, a tailored suit, and a 
three-day in-country R&R to 
Vung Tau. 

Five 
By SP4 l>'rank Segreto 

of Drexel Hill, Pa., "Comanche" Co. commanding 
officer. • 

CAMP FRENZEL-JONES-Beverages, sleaks, 
hot showers, parties, music, sleep, arid everything 
else that's fun crammed into three days? Think 
it cm be done? 

"Comanche" Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf has proved 
that it can. In for a three-day stand down, th? 
"Comanches" made the most of it. 

Soda and beer and plenty of mu.sic were part 
of 11Comanche" Co's activities during the three­
day period. 

The schedule also found movies, drinks, steaks 
and plenty of time for the solo fliers to break 
away from the crowd and head for the club1 

s:iack bar, or a quiet rack. 
"It's been nearly .six months since our last 

stand down," said Captain George T. Dials, 24, 

"The men really deserve this rest," he con­
tinued, "because even though they m.cy- spend a 
few days at a fire base, they don't get a chance 
to rest. They are either pulling bunker guard all 
night or working all day, and sometimes both." 

Some of the added attractions on 11Comanche" 
Co's activity list were: . the swimming pool re-

d~i;'~ta~d s~~~i~~ci~ri:~k d~~~,a~e a~rth; 
PX, and a trip lo Long Binh's steam bath and 
famous "Loon Foon" Chinese restaurant. 

Special facilities were set up for those with 
financial, person:iil or medical problems. • 

"If I didn't know better I would think it was 
carnival time around here/' said Sergeant Major 
J erry Thompson of San Antonio, Tex., 4th Bn, 
12th Infantry's sergeant · major. 
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In the Fiel~I"'"'" 

Brigade Summary 
Aug 2S, • 

"Warrlort" from a 5th Bn, 12th Inf recon unh operating 10 
. mile■ we■ t of Xuan Loe found an enesny ba■e camp eon1l1tlng 

of 12 bunk.era and uncovered a cache containing 48 B-40 round■, 
56 1/4-pound block, of ez:ploelvea, 106 82 mm round•• l 20 
pound claymore, 40 B-40 booatera, 84 cana of 82 mm eannhtera 
filled whb prlmera, 5,000 AK•47 round■, IS grenadea, S 122mm 
rocket• and 1 typerWrlter. 

In the same area, Delta Co, 5th Bn, 12th Inf found another amall 
base camp of 15 bunkers, three SKS rifles, aix 82mm ·mortar round.a, 
one rifle grenade launcher and three meas areas. , 

Soldiers from Delta Co, 4th Bn,. 12th Inf, 23 miles northeast of 
Xuan Loe, held one detainee after a brief contact and recovered 
one SKS rifle. 

Charlie Co, 3rd Bn., 7th Inf, on a mission 9 miles aouth of Saiaollt 
found one AK-47 as they searched a nipa-pahn line. 

Three enemy were killed by gunships in aupport of Bravo Co, 3rd 
Bn, 7lh Inf 8 miles south of Saigon. 
Aug 24, . 

Further 1carch by "Warrlora" of the Stb Bn, 12th Inf turned 
up l SKS fiftet 4 AK-47 rlOca, 19 RPG round1, 1 107mm rocket, 
2 land mlnea, 25 82mm mortar round■, tbree 20-pound clay­
more■ and 400 round• of AK-4 7 ammuntltlon. 

Delta Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf, while operating 23 mil<S northeast of 
Xuan Loe, killed 5 enemy soldiers in two encounten and re-cove~ 
three AK-47 rlfles and one 9mm pistol. 

One Viet Cong was killed as a result of an ambuab by Bravo Co, 
3rd Bn, 7th Inf 9 miles south .of Saigon. 

A;te
2 ~u. Bn, 12th Inf, aearching further In and around the each• 

site, uncovered. an additional 52 8Zmm mortar rounds and 30 80mm 

rom'\i~ Delta Co, 4th Bn, 12th ~f was operating 23 miles northeut 
of Xuan Loe, one enemy rallied to the q:ovemment of the Republic 
of Vietnam under the Chieu Hol Program. 
Aug 261 

Further search of the la,ge 
bunker complex by Bravo Co, 
5th Bn, 12th Inf uncovered 2 
SKS rillH, 300 SKS rounds, 3 
122mm rocket, 2 RPG round.a, 
and 100 rounds of AK-47 am­
munition. 

While operating 23 miles 
northeast of Xuan Loe, Delta 
Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf engaged 
an enemy patrol with small 
arms and automatic weapons 
fire resulting in four enemy 
killed and three AK-47 rifte1 
and one RPG launcher and 
round recovered. 
Aug 271 

A recon element of the 5th • 
Bq, 12th Inf added 150 pound 1 
of explosives and 50 pounds o! 
powder to the cache total of the 
last 5 doys. 

Bravo Co spotted 2 enemy 
soldiers who passed within 5:> 
meters of their positio:1. Tln 
11Warriors" engaged with small 
arms fire killing both of the 
enemy and recovered one AK-
47. They also found 5 enemy 
graves and 1,000 rounds of AK-
47 ammunition. 

A patrol from Company M 
Rangers, 75th Inf operating near 
the Dong Nai River 18 miles 
north of Xuan Loe spotted two 
enemy soldiers. Engaging wlth 
small arms fire, the Rangers 
received return fire from an 
unknown . slze enemy force but 
accounted for two enemy killed 
and recovered two AK-47 rJties. 

Three Viet Cong were killed 
by supporting gunships on an 
ainnobile operation by Bravo 
Co, 3rd Bn, 7th Inf 11 miles 
south of Saigon. 
Aug 28, 

One enemy was killed • and 
one AK-47 wu captured ·by a 
Delta Co 3rd Bn, 7th Inf am-

bush 9 miles south of Saigon. 
Two patrol• from Company 

M Ranier•, 75th IDf work.Ina 
17 mile• uortb of Xuan Loo 
killed three enemy aoldlen in 
\wo acparate contact•. A 
"Huote, .. KUler" team ftylna: tn 
aupport of the Ran1er8 en1•1ed 
and ldlled two more en-emy 
■oldlera. A 5th Bn, 12th Inf 
recon unit operatlna 9 mUea 
nortbweU of Xuan Loe engased 
an eatlmated 15 enemy, killing 
one. Bravo Co. In the Hme 
area, engaged and ldlled one 
enemy ■oldler carrying two 
RPG round■. 

Bravo Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf 
held one detainee 20 miles 
northeast of Xuan Loe. 
Sept 1, 

Charlie Co, 2nd Bn, ~rd Inf, 
while operating 11 miles south­
west of Xuan Loe aighted and 
kllled one enemy soldier and 
recovered one AK.-4i7. 

"Warriors"· from a 4th Bn, 
12th Inf recon unit 1potted two 
enemy moving down a trail 17 
miles northeast of Xuan Loe. 
They engagf!(I with amall arms 
fire kllling one and recovering 
one AK-47. 

Se,ri;;riore" lr~m the 4th Bo, 
12th Io( working 24 mile, 
northeaat of Xuan Loe ldlled 
four enemy aoldlert, The recon 
element lighted an eatlmated 
SO enemy .olldiera and en1a1ed 
with artillery and a "Hunter­
KUler" team ln aupport, kill~ 
log ope. A Bra"o Co ambu1h 
patrol engaged fil'e enemy whb 
■mall arm1 and automatic 
weapona 6re kllU01 three and 
recol>erlng one AK-47. 

Men from Bravo Co, 5th Bn, 
12th Inf, operating 12 miles 

(Cont'd on page 8) 

AS EVENING FALLS, there is a moment of rest before the uigbt guard begin• it• vigil at a fire eup_l"'rt base. (Photo by SP4 Bob Collins,) 



MEN FROM the "'Rot" jeep check a "'Tu Dio" sign u~ed .oe a 
warning for nearby booby trbpit. 

• . THE ~EN frequently r ace through the thick rubber tree plau· 
te tioue •earching for the enemy iu hie hiding piece s. 

'Rat Patrol' 
Fast-Moving 

Enga; 
Reco1 

By SP4 Larry Woody 
FSB BLACKHORSE-The 

vehicle raced along the narrow 
clay road, a cloud of reddish 
dust behind it. The jeep careened 
wildly to avoid some gully­
washes and rocks, and traveled 
right through others. On it sat­
or rather, clung-its three ~­
cupants: a driver, an RTO, and 
a machine gun er. Each seemed 
to ignore the relentless, bruis­
ing bouncing, as he grimly 
concentrated on his own task. 

Behind the lead jeep scram­
bled a second, identical in every 
detail-traveling at the same 
frenzied speed, maneuvering 
th rough and around the same 
obstacles. The Rat Patrol was 
in action! 

Styled after the popular tele­
vision series, the 199th Light 
Infantry Brigade's 2nd Bn, 3rd 
lnf's Rat Patrol differs from the 
fictional~d version only in two 
respects. . First, the 11O1d 
Guard's" Rats utilize an M-60 
machine gun mounted in the 
back of their jeep, instead of 
their coW\terpart's 50-caliber 
gun. And, unlike the tube's 
heroes, these Rat.s have no script 
to follow assuring that each 
mission ends successfully. 

The Rat Patrol was conceived 
in early August, utilizing six 
volunteers from the battalion's 
reconnaissance element. "This 
group was chosen to contribute 

Photos by 
the men s.in.ce one of the pri­
mary duties of the Rats waa to 

~!rg;:~~n Al=
0
~er ~~ 

bernair, Cal., current leader of 
the Patrol. 

"In addition to • reconnais­
sanu, the Patrol also provides 
escort security for battalion 
convoys, and participate.a in 

~::i~r.in~iu~r~:fuiu!t~n prac-
The Rat Patrol effectively 

utilized three elements: speed, 
maneuverability, and firepower. 
Concerning the latter, Speclaliat 
Four Alvin Burr of. Otisco, In­
diana, one of the Rats' gunners, 
explained. "We carry several 
thousand rounds per gun. With· 
a 300-400-round starter belt, you 
can weaken a VC's morale 
mighty fast!" . . 

0 lt's difficult shooting from 
the back of a jeep when we're 
bouncing along ' admitted Pri­
vate First Class Charles Furger­
son, commander of the second 
jeep's gun. 11 The best way to 
put the rounds where you want 
'em is to start spraying the 
general area, then walk the fire 
to the target." 

Equal in importance to the 
gwmers'. job is that of the 
drivers. 111 used to race' cycles 
back home" said Private First 
Class Randy Morse, of Dallas, 
Texas, 11and learned quite a bit 

about 
road.a a 
still, t 
rough 
muddy.1 

Speci1 
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NARROW TRACKS under the thick jungle ca 
quent routes used by the "Rat Petrol." 



;ages 
~on 

• 
Ill 

110s by SP4 Robert Collins 

about handling ,peed on bad 
roads and curves and stuff-but 
still, th .. e roads get pretty 
rough when they're wet and 
muddy." 

Specialist Foi.tr Gonzalez op-

~t~U:,rt 
th:r •=;!ro~~P· ~~5U:,{:. 

year-old native of Chicago ad­
mits, "but aren't a lot of jobs 
over here c;langeroua? Long as 
rm here, I'd rather be dolng 
something l lllte-and l like 
driving for the Patrol." 

Completing the Patrol is Spe­
cialist Four Jose Rivera of 
Puerto Rico, RTO for the Rats. 

The Rats must present a 
atrange sight to the enemy, 
barreling down dirt roach and 
trails and tearing across open 
fields; and a recent mission in­
dicates the sight may be more 
than just "strange". 

"We were patroling an old 
road that wound around in a 
wooded area" recalled SGT 
Miller, "when we saw movement 
up ahead, through the trees. 
It turned out to be four VC 
watching us." 

Soon after the Rats started In 
their d1reotion, however, the 
enemy "threw down their wea­
pons and gear," Miller recal­
led, "and then they headed ·to­
ward Cambodia at a double-

~~b~~e ::le ty to~~ .. out, they 

:le ~anopy are fre• 

CONSTANT communicalions and unfaltering watchfulne•• r.nnhl,· thr men to reacl quickly and 
pG&ilivly and are key far.tors in lhe success of lhe "Rat Parlrol." 

:;::1/r; 
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BEFORE MOVING OUT, the men check their weapons, ammunition and communi· 
cations equipment, then take a brief reel. 
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Brigade's Units Move: Lightly, Swiftly, Accurately 

'Warriors' Gain New Hotne 
By SP4 Frank. Segr eto 

FSD NA.NCY- "Warriors" of the 4th Bn, 12th In!, have moved to 
their new home at fire support base (FSB) "Nancy," 

The 4th Bn, 12th I nf, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Clark, of Alamo, Ga., made the move from FSB "Joy'' in three days 
without interrupting the battalion's operations. 

The entire operation was airmobile. Lumber, metal, culverts and 
any other usable material were loaded into nets, then Chinooks 
and Flying Cranes airlifted them out. The men and their equip-
ment were the last to go. , 

"Joy" was completely cl.is.mantled and the area was leveled and 
stripped. Only a few sand bags and scraps of wire were evidence 
that "Joy" had ever existed. • 

FSB "Nancy" is located· approximately 15 miles northwest of 11Joy". 
It sits atop a hill bordered by jungle overlo.:,king the village of 
Dinh-Quan, the district capitol. 

The position on top of the hill provides good observation of the 
surrounding area. The security for the base is supplied by the 
"Wa rriors" of the 4th Bn, 12th Inf, with artillery support provided 
by Charley Blry, 2nd Bn, 4-0th Arly. 

'Ibe construction of the new ba:,;e was the work of the 87th 
Engineering Co. Large perimeter bunkers and artillery positions 
as well as roads and large command posts were all bWlt quickly 
and efficienUy ·by the engineers. 

The "Warriors" had much work . to do when they arrived at 
"Nancy." The bunk.era, which are larger than those at "Joy" give 
the "Warriors" more leg room, but they were harder to cover with 
,and bags. Filling sand bags to fortify the bunkers, plus making 
alee ping quarters and fighting poailiona occupied much of the "War­
riora" time. 

Then there were the famHiar details and KP. The "Warriors" 
were grateful for the new mess hall as it provided welc:ime relief 
from "C" rations. 

A CH,l,NOf!,K move! away 
from Joy carry10g a 
load of equipment to the 
4th Bn, 12th Inf'• new 
fire support hose ~'Nancy." 
(Photo by SP4 Robert Col• 
lins.) 

3/7 Reunites 
With Brigade 

By PFC John Smith 

FSB MACE-in early Sep-
te~ber, the Cottonbalers packed 
their gear and left the paddies 
south of Saigon to move north 
and rejoin the rest of the Bri­
gade in the jungles 

As a result of the move, fire 
support base (FSB) Mace was 
corutructed 12 miles northeast 
of Xuan Loe at the base of 
Signal Mountain. The base camp 
is an old ARVN compound th !lt 
i~~ei~!g~~~~lt C~ the Brigade'3 

Upan leaving, the Cottonbalers 
stopped at the Brigade's Main 
Base for a th ree-day stand 
down. During this time the 
m~n cl_eaned their gear, re­
ceived Jungle training and re-
laxed while enjoying three floor 
shows and the wual company 
barbeques. 
• When .i.sked about U1e new 

area of operations, Lieutenant 
Colonel John Cramer stated "It 
.l~ks like. the type of area 

1

th:1t 
will P.rov1de us with the op­
portunity to make continued 

t~~~retl\ai8
8
!~~i:~ebee

0!blr t~ 
continue with the same success 
we had at 11 'Madeliene.' 11 

MUSCLE POWER i• a lo1·ge ingredieut used iu getting the Brigade's new for• 
ward headquarters at Xuan Loe ready for use. (Photo by _ SSG Thomas Sines.) 

M~ NY HUILDINGS needed modification• at the Bri· . 
gade s new forward headquarters before they were 
ready to be occupied. (Photo by SSG Thomae Sines.) 

huuli.ers 

Brigade HQ 
Moves Again 
By SP4 Bruce Bolinger 

XUAN LOC-The recent 
move from Blackhorse to the 
new forward headquarters com­
pound at Xuan Loe is ~n effec­
tive demonstration of the 199th's 
ability to co-ordinate and move 
its entire forward base oJ oper­
ations ·to a new area on ahort 
notice. • 

Being the only light, aeparate, 
and self-supporting infantry 
Brigade operating In Vietnam, 
the 100th has the advantages of 
mobility and flexibility. 

The move to Xuan Loe was 
set for Aug 27, and for several 
days before, the uRedcatcher" 
forward headquarters sections 
packed and prepared to move 
out. 

By Aug 28, the move was com ... 
pleted except for a few minor 
details. Office space and living 
quarters were assigned several 
days ·before the move got wider 
way. 

Several of the building. proved 
~:> small ta afford ample work­
mg room but by A!J,g 31, every­
one was settled 1n and the 
Brigade's forward area was con .. 
ducting business as usual. 
. N ~essary repairs and mod ... 
~cations on some of the build­
ings were made by the Bri­
gade's 87th Engineer Co with 
~elp from a few of the sec­
horu.. 

The 313th Signal Co had one of 
of the largest tasks in moving 
bec_ause it was necessary to 
maintain communications iJl· ·both 
areas throughout the move 

The signal.men replaced ' the 
ol~ maze of cables at Xuan Loe 
WJth new ones, installed new 
perimeter lights and insured 
~e . Brigade's Tactical Opera­
tions Center never lost contsct 
with the forward Infantry units 
at any time during the move. 
All communications remained 
active during the changeover. 

Second Lieutenant Andrew 
Du.;kie, of Concord, N. C. the 
~rigade's psychological oi>era--
1loru officer, had a unique pro­
blem during the move. He had 
to find transportation for • 28 000 
cans of peanut britUe. ' 

"We distribute it t.o children 
:Cn the vill';lies," Duskie aaid, 
and our biggest problem was 

~t.~p-iog room enough to store 
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'Warriors' 
Zero ' In 
On NVA 

FSB LYNN-Eleven NVA 
we~ killed durlflll a continuing 
aeries of contacta over a five­
day period beginning Aua 22 
by 11W arriora" of Delta Co, 4th 
Bn, 12th Inf. 

While conducting a sweeping 
operation approximately 15 miles 
northeast . of Xuan Loe, an ele­
ment of Delta Co engaged an 
estimated squad of NV A. "The 
element set an ambush along a 
5\1.Spected enemy trail,11 ex­
plained Captain Joseph Ploeder 
of Security, Colo.. Delta Co 
commanding officer. 

"The ambush 1potted the sus­
pected point man of the enemy 
squad just as he spotted the 
ambush," Ploeder continued. 
''The ambw.h then engaged the 
point man &.!I he tried to escape. 
While pursuing the enemy In 
an attempt to thwart his escape, 
contact with the remaining enemy 
squad developed.0 

The 11W arriors" continued the 
fight by pouring a heavy volume 
of M•tiO, M- 79 and small arms 
fire upon the enemy. 

A 1earch of the area, after the 
enemy Red his position, produced 
three NV A bodies. 

While operating b. the same 
vicinity two days later on Aug 
24, the "Warriors" of Delta Co 

~~ 83./ji~e.i1i!t :::~~~ 
up on the unsuspecting enemy 
with M-60, M-79 and small anm 
fire. 

A1J the "Warriors" maneu­
vered .against the ene,ny's posi­
t.ion. they began to receive 
sniper fire to their flanks. 
Forming a crescent ·pattern 

. around the enemy, the "War-
. _.,.....:! .. ~tloe NVA from 

their locatioo. 
A check of the area, after the 

enemy evacuated the poaitio-:1, 
turned up four bodies, two SKS 
rifles, one AK.-47 and one 
9mm automatic pistol. 

Working in the same general 
area on Aug 26, an additional 
element of Delta Co sprang an 
early morning ambush on an 
estimated squad of NV A. 

"We aplit into two ambushes 
along a trail," explained· First 
Lieutenant Michael Jones, a 
Delta Co platoon leader from 
San Francisco. 

A.a enemy movement -was 

::stte~o ap~lrai•:•tt~!nt~oo J~:; 
moved one of the ambu!h ele­
ments forward wh.ile the other 
remained behind in support. 

"As soon as the element ad­
vanced with.in close firing range 
of the enemy they began to 
open fire.' ' Jones continued. 

In an attempt to sandwich 
the enemy by maneuvering one 
unit to his rear, contact with 
two NV A on the enemy's flank 
developed. 

"They were hiding behind a 
tree stump, one holding an 
RPG and the other an AX- 47," 
Private First Class William 
Yadeska, 22, of Albertson, N.Y. 
recalled. -

"Moving to the enemy's left 
flank, PFC Yadeska opened up 
on the two enemy soldiers be­
fore they got a round off," said 
Jones. 

The "Warriors," after circling 
to the enemy's rear, began to · 
close in on two aides. 11As the 
enemy attempted to escape, we 
dropped two more NV A in the 
sm~ anns exchange.'' ex­
plained Privated Fint Class 
~'.c."n Turner, 22, of Mt. Olive, 

Investigation of the area fol­
. lowing the lire fight turned up 
four NVA b:,dies, three AK-47's 
and one rocket grenade launcher'. 

A _ nwnber of Army and joint 
serv~ce organizations/•agencies 

. re::iuU"e that enlisted personnel 
ha'-'.e special qualifications for 
B.SSJ.gnment. 

Redcatcher! 

A VERSATILE INSTRUMENT, the crane, ie used in 
many liftiog applicatiooe where muecl~ power is need­
ed. (Photo by SP4 Rol}ert Colline.) • 

Cranes Handle Big Jobs 

lnfantryi:nen 
With Jungle 

FSB BLACK HORSE-The 
PRC-25 rad1o-tranamitter 
squawked and ICl'eeched, ob­
literating the opening words of 
the rad.lo operator'• transmls­
aion, but enough waa discern­
able to get the message acrou: 
• ... giant snake (aoreech) ... 

• blocking trail (squawk) .. . re• 
quest inatructioru (screech) .. . " 

Captain Robert B,lderaon, 
commander of Alpha Co, 2nd 
Bn, 3rd Inf, listened to this 
mes.sage radioed to his com­
mand post from • the point ele­
me_nt, during a recent sweep 

;h~~u~~ Xus!:nf!:c. area _south-
"Can't you get him outta the 

way?" the CO radioed back. 
"Not without shooting," came 

the reply. "It's a (squawk) big 
snake, and the (screech) does:-,'t 
seem t:> have any intention of 
moving!" 

"Negative on the shooting," 
ordered B,lders:>,, "Victor 
Charlie are thicker'n (squawk) 
around here. Break. Go arou "'ld 

CA.MP FREZNEl~L-JONES- Whether _it's replacing a power it! Out!" 
pack on an APC, rescuing an injured driver from the twisted re- Snakes, from bamboo vipers 
mains of his vehicle or pulliu.g a Brahma bull from a w~ll, the to boa constrictors, are only 
wreck.er operator in Vietnam stands on call to serve 24 hours· a day. part of the problem fauna en-

ult takes a very unique type of individual to be a good wrecker c)utered by the infantrymen as 
opefator," said Chief Wanant Officer Raymond Barrick of Long- they hack their way through 
view, Tex., who runa the Service and Evacuation Section for the the virtually impregnable tangle 
7th Spt Bn. of their jungle operailo-:1al are-a. 

0 He mwt be mechanically minded, and have a basic knowledge One never knows what's goir\g 
:~rathematics, so he can compute weight lifting of loads," Barrick ~:if.op up next, and life's never 

Such an individual is Specialist Four Clyde Schronce, 21, of For instance, there's the night 
Newton, N.C., who is Barrick's wrecker operator. Schronce has Delta company was literally over­
operated from the "Pineapple" region south of Saigon. to fire support run bl a roving band of wild 
base "Black.horse", 50 miles north of Saigon. pigs. 'We'd set up in a night 

• 
11 When I was at Blackhorse," Schronce recalled, 11we received a ambush," recounted specialist 

call horn the 2nd Bn., 3rd Inf, that a brahma bull was &tuck in a F:>ur Tom Hanes of Crandon, 
20

~~t h:~
11 

i~n V~erne~~~e p!~J:~io;~t a sling around its head and ::~h-~f~ckw~ight. tz~~~d r:rl.: 
front feet and we hoisted it out," Schronce continued. 11The bull night we heard something rustle 
jusf lairl there for a couple of minutes and then jumped up as good in the brush to our front" 

Sc·hr";:::e o~~r ~!v~u ahac";jr·;or a welding job at fire aupport H~~dd~~l~.nu:ij•horde of wild 
base 11Joy." _ The only way to get in or out of the area ia by air. pigs burst lnto the midst of the 

111 loaded my welding equipment on a Chinook to -----------------­
go to 11Joy" and returned in a Huey," he related . 

Barrick labels the wrecker operator's job as "ex­
tremely hazardous. 

"The roads and trails upon which they travel day­
or night could possibly contain mines or be an am­
bush site," Barrick said. 11The enemy tries its best 
to get a wrecker because of its high cost and the 
fact it is hard to replace." 

Mhst brigades have from three to six five-ton 
wreckers capable of lifting from 6,700 pounds depend­
ing upon the extension of the boom. 

'nte five-ton wrecker contains features not nor­
mally found on a similar type civilian vehicle. Among 
these is a retractable boom which will extend and 
re-tract besides elevate and lower. 

Its turntable upon which the boom is located is 
Cllpable of turning 270 degrees. The special bar for 
towing military vehicles· can also be adapted for civil-­
isn vehicles. 

"When I get back to the world, I'd like to become 
a crane operator/' Schronce said. ''.I've picked up a 
lot of experience over here driving my wrecker. lt'a 
a g.:>Od job." 

'Warriors' Take 
First Again 

CAMP FRENZELL-JONES- The Brigade's award 
for the highest reenlistment rate, since its initiation 
in February, has been completely dominated by the 
"Warriors" of the 4th Bn, 12th Inf. -

'The 4th Bn has won the plaque five mont.ha out of 
the last six. 

11But we kept it in the family the month we lost," 
explained Sergeant First Class James Smith Jr. of 
Tac·oma, Wash., unit =listment NCO. 

"The month of March, the plaque went to the 5th 
Bn, 12th Inf, also the "Warriors." 

Smith, upon request, travels to each of the com­
panie-s within the battalion to answer questions- and 
distribute information brochures. 11The men can't al­
ways come to me, so I go to them/' he said. 

'The award is presented on the basis of the highest 
percent of. persons interviewed who actually re-up. 

February and April, . theJlaque was awarded to 
Smith by Brigadier Gener Frederick E. Davison, 
former commanding officer of the 199th. • 

May, June, and July, the plaque was presented by 
SF'C Charles W. Wilson, Brigade Career Counselor. 

Did you know that - The west Point Class of 

~~
7
\ wtt ~sJredi., 

th
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Wage War , 
Assailants 
perimeter. grunting and 1queal • 
ing. "They were probably as 
s tarUed as we were11 Hanes 
grinned. "One ra::, right up to 
me, stared me in the eye, then 
scampered away." 

No one had trouble shying 
awake for the r .. t of the nl•ht, 
though, alter the pork patrol 
invasion. 

c~'8::~~~ a~:d~~
1
Ys::~tAf~ 

Garrett of S1.1lem1 Va., when 
asked to opine on his penonal 
jungle nemesis. "They come 
from nowhere" he elaborated, 
" and always seem to single mo 
out!" 

Akin to bees and wasps, and 

::Y :.jch C:~n~q~e.eg ,~ 
great, ochre gobs overhead, 
waiting for an unweary GI to 
happen along and dlalodge 
them. 

"They're terrible,"· lamented 
a member of Echo Recon pla­
toon. l'They drop on you and 
run down your shirt and get 
into your pants, and boots and­
and-everywhere!" A hurried, 
uninhibited disrobing a In­
volved in getUng the ants off. 

"Alter you've picked 'em all 
off, and put your cloth.ea and 
gear back on, you always diJ. 
cover one last hard .. core ant 
thdt you miaaed," the aphid­
afflicted Infantryman reftected 
sadly. "And he does hla darn • 

th!! ~:t ~rira:J}~" hia buddies 
Probably the most det01ted 

of all the jungle's troublesome 
inh1bitants is the loathsome 
leach. 

"You can feel 'em latching 
onto you as you wade along 
1n a atream," says Dell& Co 
squad leader Sargeant Fred 
Hassler of Cro.asville,.. Tenn., 
"but you can't do anything 
nbo~t it 'till you get acroas and 
f ind1 a place to hold up for a 
fe-w minute&." 

Through infantry ingenuity 

:rpda). fie~e::C~fnc;.rdetie:chf~~:; 
hive been devised. (Simply 
pulling them off often leavei 
portions of the suction mouth 
lmbedded In the flesh and can 
cre1.te serious infection.) 

The first met.hod calb for 
liquid Insect repellent, 1qulrted 
liberally over the leech to m~ke 
him loose his hold. The other 
utilizes a lighted cigarette to 

di~u~r:, ~: c~:l~~d snakea 
and other assort.ed jungle deni-­
zens seem to have a grudsce 
against the infantrymen who've 
Invaded their domain. But the 
aoldiera jwt scratch and alap and 
and swat and make discreet 
detours aa they c~nlinue to 
work, undaunted, .l.n their pesU­
ferous AO. 

I 

Enrollment is 1.439 of which 131 came from the 
enlisted ranks. MISS DEANNA LUND of ABC·TV'e "Laod of the Giants," 
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C,:2/40 Keep 
NVA Moving 

(Cont'd from page l) 

The night of Aua. 29 found 
Charlie Btry again assisting ele­
ments of the 18th ll.RVN Div 
in the 83.Me ge:ieral vicinity. 

An ARVN ambuah spotted 

:;::uem~ 'iJ:~~ i:~~ 
fire from Charlie Battery's big 

~~-ne6~lie toJ~ of w:' ~~ 
ited with all six kills. 

Three Bunkera Uh 
One anti.aircraft gun was 

knocked out, and three enemy 
bunkers were destroyed by 
Charlie Battery's gunJ, Aerial 
surveillance spotted three NV A 
bodies in the debris. 

The following morning, after 
reports from aerial surveillance 
of hootches and bunkers housing 
NVA units, 60 high explosive 
rounds were dropped into an 
area 25 miles northe,ast of Xuan 
L::,c. 

That afternoon, movement in 
the same area was sighted again 
by the spotter aircrafts. 

Thia time Chulie Btry let 
lo.:,se with 150 high expiosive 
round.$ into the enemy's midat, 

Fre■b Graves 

Redcalcher! . 

MEN OF "Comanche" Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf move 
into the jungle during un operation northweet of Fire • 
eupport base "Joy" (Photo ],y SP4 Jerry Reach_.) 

3rd Bde, 9th 
Gives Thanks 

Div Commander 
to 'Cottonhalers' 

By Pl•C John Smith 

FSB MADELEINE~olonel Dale Critteriberger, 3rd Bde, 9th 
Infantry Divie.ion commander presented a plaque and gave a farewell 
&peecl, to the "Cottonbalera" on Aug 29. 

The ceremony took place the day before the "Cottonbalera" left 
the Delta to be reu'.1ited with the rest of the 199th in the jungles. 

Numerous fresh • graves and 
blood trails, with three NV A 
b:>d.ies, were found later by ele­
ments of the 18th ARVN Div 
aweeping the area. 

In his speech, COL Crittenberger stated, HDuring the three months 
you have been working with w, you have made much progress 
in the pacification of Long An P rovince. Also, you are to be com­

------------------------- mended on your outstanding 

2/3 Ambushes 
(Cont'd from page l) 

Suddenly Specialist Four Tom 
Burch, who was facing dow .1 

the trail, turned and urgently 
aianaled an alert to the rest of 

~,:~ai:~~or1
8
!p::oa~hi:t an 

''We slipped out of sight and 
a.et up a hasty ambush," re­
called First Lieutenant Norma .1 
Sassner of Ormond Beach, Fla., 
leader of the Recon Platoon. 
"No aooner were we out of sight 
~~~ till~ r:;n}P peared, movinc: 

Burch initiated the fire an:i 
Lhe entire platoon followed up 
wjth automatic weapons and 
machine gun fire. The two en­
em_y fell and everything arew 
qu1el 

A aquad was then deployed 
to reconnoiter the area. It 
moved out about 45 meters be­
fore encountering the re­
m1inder of the estimated squad­
sized enemy patrol. The Recon 
&quad was bombarded with 
Ch1com grenades and bursts of 
automatic weapons fire. 

Incurring no casualties, the 
squad regai~ed its perimeter, 
where the sister squads began 
t.> pour heavy return fire into 
the VC positions. 

Again, a lull, and again a 
Recon squad moved out to check 
the area. It once more met with 
fierce hostile fire from last­
ditch enemy positions. The Echo 
element began to pwh forward 
under cover, narrowing -the dis­
tance between it and the enemy 
then saturated the positions with 
hand grenades. 

"We must've thrown 50 gre­
nades," said Sa.s.s.ner "and 
literally sprayed the ~ea with 
machine gun fire." 

Abandoned Area 
The "Old Guarsmen" then 

moved out for the third time 
and discovered that, finally, the 
VC had abandoned the area. 
"We found or:,e more body," 
Sassner stated, and came ac ros.i 
several heavy blood trails and 
drag trails, where bodies had 
been hauled away" 

"We were se\ up along a rail­
road," related machlne gunner 
Specialist Four Lamar Watts of 
Tampa Fla., 11 with half of the 
ambush on one side of the 
t.r:acks and the rest on the 
opposite side. We'd had reports 
that VC were regularly entering 
the hamlet to obtain food." 

"We expected them to come 
along the tracks, but we didn't 

:;0':e ':~~~~ u~deto 
th
/;;:r bS:t~ 

sides of the railroad bunn " 
Watts explained. ' 

Heard Voloea 
Watts was on guard at 10 

p .m. when he heard voices along 
the track. "Right away, I 
re3lized we'd guessed wrong " 
he said. "They were retur~­
ing from the village, instead 
of going into it, as we'd ex­
pected; so ell our claymores 
were planted wrong." 

The little band of enemy 
moved down the track, then 
halted exactly between the two 
segments of the ambush patrol. 

Wire Accroaa Tracks 
"We had- a piece of commo 

wire lt:ading across the track, 
co:mectmg the two position1, so 
that we could alert each other 
if we saw anything," Watts re­
counted. "But the VC were all 
around the wire, so I couldn't 
pull on the wire without giving 
us away." 

Watts alerted his assistant 
gunner, Specialist Four Alfred 
AUred of Myton, Utah, and the 
two whispered their strategy. 
Since the claymores were fac­
ing down the track in the 
wrong direction, they decided 
the only thing to do was to 
let . the VC pass an by them, 
and get them on the exit. 

Minutes later, the enemy 
squad moved on. Allred slipped 
the safety off his claymore de­
tonator, and when the VC 
reached the appropriate angle, 
snapped the firing device down. 

The mine exploded belching 
fire and shrapnel, and simul­
taneously Watts began ripping 
off deadly bursts with his ma­
chine gun. The rest of the squad 
awoke. 

performanoe in the war effort 
while in the Delta. 

"Having worked together for 
this length of time, I have come 
to know you quite well and feel 
as iJ you are a member of the 3rd 
Brigade. 

"I hope that upon your return 
to the 199th, that you continue to 
enjoy the same success you have 
here. 

At th.i.s time Lieutenant Colonel 
John W. Cramer, "Cottonboler" 
commander, received o plaque 
from COL Crittenberger lor 
services rendered while working 
with the 3rd Bde. 

Brigade 
(Cont'd from page 3) 

northwest of Xuan Loe, fou~d 
a amall cache containing 14 
82mm rounds and 100 '-1/2 
volt batteries. In this aa.me area, 
Delta Co, while checking out a 
mnall csmp, engaged and killed 
one enemy soldier and recovered 
one 9mm piatol. 

An , ambush patrol from Alph, 
Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd W set up 5 
miles west of Xuan Loe en­
gaged four enemy aoldiera, kill­
Ing one. 

Se.f~!;rlora ... from Bravo Co, 
5th Bn, 12~h Inf en11a1ed an 
eatlmated 6'\le enemy at ■bort 
range WbUe operating 10 mllee 
nortbweat of Xuan Loe, killlng 
three. Bra"WO Co later engaged 
one more enemy eoldler who 
dropped bl■ AK-4 7 and 0ed. 

A night ambush patrol by 
Charlie Co, 4th Bn, 12th W, 
18 miles northeast of Xuan 
Loe, tracjed fire with two enei,,y 
&oldiers killing one and recover­
ing one AK-47. 
Sept 41 

A combat team from Compa­
ny M Rangera, 75th Inf called 
artillery and 1ua1blpa huo an 
area 30 mllee aortheut of 
Xuan Loe where au eatlmllted 
SO enemy were cutting treee. 
The leam entered the area 
after the bombardment, killed 

It's New 
It's for you 
It's 'NEWSLETTER' 

Flash! The REDCATCHER 
NEWSLETTER ha., arrived. Not 
a bird; not a plilflej it's . . . it's ... 
it's a poop sheet. 

A true publication of and for 
the troops, the NE;WSLETl'ER 
will bring laughter and mirth into 
the dull and dreary life of the 
men of the 199th. 

Stories, poems, jok'es, cartoons 
and occasional bits of command 
information all contributed from 
the unlimited pool of talent in 
~h: .~~-make the gL!lit of 

It comes out once a week, so 
he locking for it. 

Two nights later, Alpha com­
pany killed one enemy and 
captured an AK-47 rifle and a 
ruck sack of assorted enemy 
gear in an ambush sprung about 
one-half mile from Xuan Loe 
village. 

Next morning, there was one 
dead VC and his rifle and 
ruck sack on the track "Watts 
stated," and blood trails leading 
off in all direction. 

. • ~!l~~, .. ;;,;.i}i: 
ARMORED CAVALRY ASSAULT VEHICLES move 

through a 1:m10l1 village while on on operation near 
Xuao Loe. (Photo by SP4 Robert Colline.) 

October I, 1969 

Summary 
three enemy •oldler• and re• 
covered three AK-4 7 rl8es. . 

Se161:
1

Guard•men"" from Bravo 
Co, 2nd Bo, Srd lnl wblle mov• 
lng through a Jao1le and rob­
ber plantation IS mlla we1t 
ol Xuan Loe were attaeked by 
an catlmated company else ene­
my unit. The enemy en1a1ed 
the "Old Guard1man" with clay• 
morea and snipers. The coot.ct 
)sated lor more than five boun 

d!~b 1!~D!it!ml. !4!:J~b-:CR::~! 
platoon reinforced Bravo Co u 

~~~ken:hb ~::11 ':r!~~
11
a~= 

matle weap001, and RPG 6re. 
The attempt lalled 4nd one 
more enemy aoldler wu killed 
by Brayo Co. 

"Warriors" from the 5th Bo, 
12&b Inf operating 10 mllea 
norlh ol Xuan Loe found two 
I S•pound Cblcom claymore. 
hlddeo Jo tree• aurroundln1 an 
estimated company else· b■ee 

1:mJ:, cI.!;i:.:.er:.:,6-~~:dke:! 
have hou1ed 150 to 200 per­
sonnel. 

Delts Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf 
operating 16 mile, nortbeast of 
Xuan Loe engaSt:ed four enemy 
at 25 meters, k1lllng two. 

Twelve miles north of Xu•n 
Loe, Bravo Co 5th Bn, 12th 
Inf killed one enemy soldier 
at 25 meters with claymore and 
small anns fire. 
Sept 61 

Company M Rangers, 75th Inf 
made contact with and unknown 

:~~ e:tmJu::cL~ ~~~~;, 
"Wardors" from Bravo Co, 

4th Bn, 12th Inf engaged an es­
timated enemy company in a 
Hase camp 23 miles northeast 
of Xuan Loe,. killing one enemy. 
In the same area a r.econ ele­
ment of 4th Bn, 12th Inf ' en­
gaged and killed one enemy 
s.>ldier coming down a trail and 
recovered one AK, .. 47. 
Sept 7: 

Delta Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf, 
working 16 miles northeast of 
Xuan Loe, received heavy ene­
my fire from an unknown ■lze 
enemy force in a bunker com­
plex. The "Warrlors11 called for 
artillery and air strikes. Four 
secondary explosions raulted 
from wit.hin the complex. 
Sept 81 

Delta Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf 
destroyed 30 mo,,e bunkers In 
the area 13 miles welit of Xuan 
Loe. 
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