
Sheridans Join ·199th's 

REDCATCHER! CAMP FRENZELL-JONES Nine generals are now nt Delta 
Troop, 17th Cnv, 199th nnd will remuin for the durntion of the 
wur, 

D~ltn Troop is the only unit in the Brigade to be so honored 
by such distinguished nnd well urmcd gcnerols. Eoch one is 
airborne qunlifi.ed ns well ns being nn excellent swimmer. 
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Loejfke 
Becomes 
Lt. Col 
XUAN .LOC, Lieutenant 

Colonel Bernard Loeffke, com­
manding officer o'f 2nd Bn, 3rd 
Inf, 199th Light Infantry Bri­
gade, was promoted to his 
present nmk in ceremonies at 
fire suppm·t base Blackhorse, 
headquarters for the battalion. 

Brigadier General Warren K. 
Bennett, commanding general of 
the 199th, pinned on the silver 
oak leaf representative of Lt. 
Col. Loeffke's new rank. 

Commenting upon the occasion, 
General Bennett stated, "It takes 
a great deal of imagination to 
fight this kind of war and 
Colonel Loeffke has that imagi­
natio11." 

The General could not • have 
made ~-·.n16ie • appropriate state­
ment. Since Bssuming command 
of the Old Guard, Colonel Lo­
eflke h2s i"i1stitutcd many pro­
gn:1.ms which directly affect the 
morale and fighting ability of his 
men -and their allies. 

For example, he has started 
a program which not only help:;; 
build the morale of his men 
but also allows him to keep in 

• touch with the average line 
soldier and his p1--oblems. "Guard 
of the Night", as it is called, 
brings an qutstanding individual 
in from the field and puts at 
his disposal all of the comforts 
u:rnally reserved for the com­
manding officer. In some in­
stances Colonel Loeffke assumes 
the soldier's place in the field 
to gain a first hand view on 
how the war is going. 

Other "firsts" include the use 
of the Hamlet Upgrading Force 
(HUF), an organization com.:.. 

.. . posed of US Advisors, ARVN 
personnel and members of 
·Bravo Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf. 

It is their duty to form ter­
ritorial evaluation teams to train, 
participate with, and gl'ade 
Popular. Forces on the techniques 
of ambush. Nine hamlets have 
been tested in this m3nner with 
good to excellent results a-
Chieved. i 

More recently, instruction 
similar to our Basic Combat 
Training has ·been made _avail ­
able to the Popular Forces under 
the Stamina, Accuracy, Marks­
manship (SAM) course. This 
course teaches the use of hand 
grenades rifle marksmanship, 
bayonet assault and other com­
bat techniques. (see page 8) 

In addition to his many other 
duties Colonel Loeffke took it 

• upon himself to prepare two 
booklets on the history of the 
"Old Guar<l" and lessons learned 
on ambush patrol. He has also 
been instrumental in the pre­
paration of his unit's yearbook. 

As General Bennett stated, it 
does 0 take a great deal of im­
agination to fight this war" but 
for men such as Lieutenant 
Colonel Bernard Loeffke, im­
agination seems more a way of 
life. 

199th Light Infantry Brigade 
Who ore the new genernls? To answer this question we went 

to Delta Troop and interviewed the executive officer, First 
Lieuten~nl Phillip Beidler, of H ighpoint, N. C. 

November 1, 1969 

Come to find out it wneu't n who, but u what. The uew 
generals happen to he Genera l Fherirlnn Armored Amphibious 
Reconniecncc Airborne Vehicles, which weigh in nt 19 Ion~ ench 
and will brenk jungle n lot helter thnn the prr.senl Armored 
Cnvnlry Assault Vehicles (ACAV) do. 

••The Sheridon is extremely mnneuvernhle nnd can turn around 
in place," Beildler said. 

Each Sheridan has an elabor­
ate weapons system consisting 
of a 152mm main gun, an M-73 
c:>-ax machine gun, an M-2 50 
caliber machine gun and eight· 
grenade launchers-foUI• 01 \ 
each side of the main gun. The 
entire weapons system cnn be 
fired from inside the vehicle. 

"I specifically like the 152mm 
main gun," Beidler stated. "It 
gives us a tremendous inCrease 
in fire-power." 

The Sheridans are capable of 
firing the Shillelagh missle, but 
Beidler explained, "these Sheri­
dans do not have the launch 

• capabilfty. The main gun fires 
conventional ammunition." 

The Sheridan also hos the 
M-73 co-ax machine gun that 
fires 7.62mm ball ammunition. 
The machine gun is mounted on 
tht• turret and is bore sighted 
with the 152mm main gun. At­
tached to either side of the 
turret are the grenade launchers. 
'J'he M-2 50 caliber machine gun 
gun supplies additional fire 
power. 

Newest additions to, D troop, 17th Cav, 9 new Genera) Sheridan Ar1nored Recon 
Vehicles, will enhnnce the brigades firepo"·' r and will acid greatly to the capability 
of D Troop. (PHOTO BY SSG SINES) • 

The Sheridan will not tbrow 
a track as quickly as nn ACA V, 
due to n· better suspension sys­
tem. It also has the ability to 
swim. ' . . 

"Warrior" Night Search 
Yields Four Enemy 

The D-Troopers are· &tarting 
a training program to le8l'n how 
to fully utilize the Sheridnris. 
'.'If we prepare amply and learn 
about the vehicle during the 
training period, we will be very 
successful in using the Sheri­
dans in the field," Beidler 
stated. 

The authorized equipment 

FSB LIBBY-Four Viet 
Cong were killed and 29 suspects 
detained by "Warriors" of the 
5th Bn, 12th Inf, 199th Inf Bde 
working with PF, RF, National 
Police and ARVN elements in 
a cordon and search operation. 
The operation was conducted in 
the Bau Ham Village area, about 
12 miles northwest of Xu:m 
Loe. 

The operation ,Vas initiated as 
a re3ult of contacts rnade by 
"Warriors" of 'Apache" Co 
operating in the vicinity. Using 
night ambushes and patrols 
"Apache" Co joined forces with 
local Popular and Regional 
Force units and elements of the 
18th ARVN Div to complete 
the cordon team. National Police 
were present to question all de­
tained persons. 

"Considering the result3 of 
previous military operations in 
the area, the results of this one 
were very impressive," said 
Major Powell Johnson, battalion 
operations Officer. "The coopera­
~ion of all the military and para­
military units permitted smooth 
and efficient conduct with both 
the c'ordon and the search," he 
continued. 

"Apache" Company encircled 
the village during the early 
morning hours while local and 
ARVN units prepared for the 
search of all the buildings. At 
first light, the allied fJrces ·moved 
on the village. All exits were 
immediately blocked, denying 
escape to any enemy personnel 
possibly hiding in the village. 

During the search National 
Police and • ARVN forces de­
tained 3 known VC suppliers, 8 
draft dodgers, 15 illegal re­
sidents, and 3 persons carrying 
false ID cards. 

"Warriors" and ARVN Civi l 
Affairs units entered the .village 
while the search parties were 
still at work and se-t-up two 
Medcap Stations. Approximately 
550 local residents were treated 
by the doctors and medics dur­
inr: "the day. 

One man was dusted- off for 
h::>spital treatment after he was 
bitten by a dog. In the even­
ing, the villagers were shown n. 
movie for their entertainment by 
the Civi l Affairs • teams. 

strength will be increased fol' 

!1~ta s!~~fdan~: t;~e acl~~~~!~o:J 
weapons system and the man­
euverability will ndd greatly to 
the .~apability of the troop. 

"We will be able to put out ii 
tremendous amount of fire pow­
er," Beidler said. 

"The 152mm gun is n direct 
fire weapon with an indirect 
fire capability," he continued, "It 
is an extremely advanced wea­
pons sySlem and the best thing 
the army has to offer." Continuing the cordon of the 

village, the force set up numer­
ous night ambushes covering all 
approaches to t)le village. An 
"Apache" element rhade contact 
with 13 enemy soldiers travel­
ing near the village. FirinJ? on 
the group the "Warrior" force 
killed four of the enemy. Two 
AK-47 weapons were seized by 
the "A,pache" element in the 
action. 

ARVN 
Ranger(3 

The crew of this vehicle con­
sists of a driver, a loader, a 
gunner and a vehicle com­
mander who Jives with the ve­
hicle from the time they arrive 
in country until the day they 
depart. 

HEach platoon will now have · 
six ACA V's and three Sheri­
d:ms,'' Beidler concluded. 

Story Pogc 6 

Quickdraw "Guardsman" Wins Shootout 
FSB BLACKHORSF~rt wasn't high noon, 

and the setting -wasn't a hot, dusty street in front 
of a Dodge City saloon. Instead of low-slung 
six-shooters, the· weaponry consisted of an M-16 
and an AK-47. 

But aside from that, a recent quick-draw gun­
fight that took place between an "Old Guardsman" 
of the 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf and an NV A soldier seemed 
to have beCn an e:x;c~rpt straight from the colorful 
saga of the old W il4 West. 

Actually, it was a grey, drizzly afternoon, and 
Private First Class James Allen Reed, 21, of Inde­
pendence, Mo., was pushing his way along a slip­
pery jungle trail southeast of here. "We'd just 
come upon this fresh .trail," explained the A-11:'ha 

Co point man, 11 and it was covered with sandal 
tracks and footprints." 

An element was deployed by Captain Robert M. 
Hartley to rec::,:-i the trail. 1'We went casing down 
the path," Reed eontiflue::l, "and then, up ahead 
in a bamboo thicket, 1 saw movement." 

Dropping down to one knee, he signaled an alert 
back to the rest of the element. 

"An NVA came 'round the cdg~ of the thicket 

~. :~s paesd s~~~ a~hhe t~:~ :ee k:::ii;;rrl!~:. h~ 
jerked the rifle up to his shoulder/' Reed con­
tinued. "I fired , hit him three times, and he fell 
without ever firing a shot. "We received a few 
rounds of enemy fire," said Reed, "but we soon 
silenced it." 



Your Legal Office~~ 

What is a Good 
"Article 31" Warning 

By CPT Chris Le<lwi<lge 

T he "Article 31" warning is probably the most misunders tood of 
military law. This is clearly demonstrated by the fact that it is 
a ra re warning given to a dcfendent of a special court-martial that 
has been l'Ulccl acceptable by a militnry judge. 

The naccl for the warning is simple. An individual, whether in 
civilia:1 life or in the military , has certain rights. These rights 
arc so vital and basic to our sys tem of justice that the Supreme 
Court has ruled that each person suspected of a crime must be ad­
vised of these rights before he is interrogated. 

A failure to explain to the individual each and every element of 
th ese rights wi ll result in rendering any confession or admission 
s l~ted in the subsequent interrogation inadmissable in court. It does 
not necessarily mean tliat the case will be dismissed. It s imply re­
quires the government to prove its case without relying upon the 
illegally obtained confession or adm ission. 

For a confession to be ad­
missablc, it mus t be voluntary. 
It is voluntary if it is not the 
pi-oduct of coercion, unlawful 
influence, or unlawful induce­
ment. [t must have been made 
after the accused or suspect had 
been made aware of his rights, 
nnd had knowledgeably chosen 
not to exercise them. 

7. His right to exercise his 
rights to remain silent and to 
Obtain the services of an at­
torney al any time, even though 
he may have started to make 
" s latemcn t or to answer ques­
tions. 

After the rights arc read to 
the suspect, the interrogator 
must question the individual to 
insure he unders tnnds them. The 
following points must be re­
membered: 

On n hrcnk in the jungl<~ 
this soldier tnkes time out 
to read n Jett.e r from home. 

Nov em her 1, 1969 

As I Look Back 
By CH (CPT) Burleson 

By the tim e these words are presented and you arc reading them 
I will have returned to the States. My wish is that we were all 
back in the "world" with those we love. Because of things that 
have happened and decisions which have been made, that is im­
poss ible. 

When I stop and think about what I have seen and done I can 
only hope -that somed,ny this whole si tuation will chailgc. As we .all 
know, there have been times when we ·were very happy and also 
other times when we wish we cou ld Cl'y, but don't because .. Men 

New Postal 
System in RVN 

A new automatic mail system 
will begin operations for ser­
vicemen in Vietnam Nov 15. 
The system was conceived as a 
result of joint efforts of the 
U.S. Army Postal Service Agency 
and the Post Office Department. 

A key factor in the processing 
of mail will be the use of t-he 
Social Security Account Num­
ber instead of the old Army 
se1·vicc number, since only SSAN 
will be carried in the memory 
banks of the system computer. 

don't cry". We fight our situa­
tion, an inner war, as well as 
the war we find all about u s. 

There hnve been times when 
we have been hungry and there 
have been times when we have 
been thirsty. On other occasions 
we have bt'.!en so •tired we wonder 
how we could take another step. 
We have had blood and sweat 
dripping from our bodies. We 
have lived and died during this 
year in Vietnam. On some occa­
sions we •have been able to rest 
our bodies and res toi•c our souls 
but these times seem to be few 
and far between. 

To assure that these condi­
tions arc met, the interrogator 
should obviously avoid any hint 
of physical or mental abuse and 
of any threat or inducement, 
and he must advise the ac­
cused or suspect of the follow­
ing; 

1. The offense that he is sus­
pected of committing, describing 
the act rather than citing the 
code section. 

1. It is insufficient to read 
the suspect Ar ticle 31 alone. 
Article 31 docs not touch upon 
the necessity of counsel. 

2. It is insufficient to ask the 
suspect if he is aware of his 
rights and merely accept an 
affirmative answer. The interro­
gator must inform him of all 
his rights. 

Finance: Your First Aid 

I write all of th is because as · 
we all know this has by no 
means been the best year of 
our life. For most of tls, it ha :; 
and always will be what seems 
to be a nightmare, but we know 
it is real, so real at times we 
c::mlcl not believe it. 

With all of this, each one of 
us has changed. We a rc not the 
green replacement WC! were 
when we arrived. It only r~­
m ains to be seen whethC!r this 
year makes or destroys us. It 
is my hope that from what we 
have experienced in twelve 
months a better person and 
citizen of the! United States will 
emerge. 

2. His right to remain ab­
solutely silent about the trans­
action ( i.e. , event or occurrence 
from which the offense arose). 

3. The certainly that anything 
he docs 01· says will be used 
against him if at all possible. 

4. His right to hire, consult 
and have pre.sent with him dur­
ing any questioning a civilian 
utlorncy, finunccd solely by 
himself. 

5. His l'ight to request, con ­
sult, and have present with 
him during ,my questioning a 
named attorney in the military, 
if he is reasonably avai lab le, 
nt the expense of the United 
S tates. 

G. His right to reques t, con­
sult, and have p,·cscnt with him 
during any questioning an at­
torney appointed by the armed 
forces and paid for by th e! 
United S tntes. 

According to a nt'.!w MACV 
directive, any person purchasing 
rt Money Oi-der must present 
an addressed envelope to the· 
selling authority before the sale 
c'an be made. This allows the 
selling agency to mail the money 
OJ'der immediately and is an ad-

3. It is improper to continue 
interrogating a suspect after he 
has requested counsel. 

At times, a confession may 
be the crit ical basis of a case. 
It is imperative, therefore, to 
insure that the suspect is com­
pletely aware of nll his rights 
t::i insure that any subsequent 
confession will be admissable 
in court. 

It is inherent in our judicial 
system that a man is not re­
quired to give evidence against 
himself and that he shall receive 
a fai r trial, hence the right to 
remain silent and the right to 
have counsel. An accused should 
not hesitate to insist upon these 
rights. 

After all , it is fo1· the pro­
tection of these and similar 
rights that we are in Vietnam. 

ditional Cffort to curtail the 
misuse of money orders. When · 
you wish to purchase a money 
order, · be sure lo have an ad­
dressed envelope and have all 
the items to be included in it 
ready to be mailed. 

Sc1·vices offered by the Bri­
g3de's Finance Office place 
"Rcdcatchcrs" among the best 
financially cared-for men in 
Vietnam. . 

Each month the Finance Offict'.!r 
p3ys some $1.7 million in cash 
t ::i men in the Brigade for 
salaries, in addition · to $250,000 
in Trt'.!nsury Checks. "Red­
catchers" also are putting $59,000 
into the U.S. Savings Deposit 
Program, which returns ten per 
cent interest. 

"Taking into consideration 
various highs and lows,!' . Major 
Alan Sebert, Brigade finance of­
ficer, said in a recen t inter­
view, "we. can expect to pay out 
around $18 million this year." 

Al least ten per ccht of the 
members of the 199th are partic­
ipating in the "Big Ten" savings 
deposit program, and 75 per 
cent are enrolled in a govem­
ment savings program. 

"Our savings deposit enroll­
ment is three times the USARV 
average," Major Sebert ex­
plained, "and the J99th's par­
ticipation in the government 
savings program iS also above 
the USARV average." • 
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'' No, Nu, Grumlnty! I st1itl ,·ll'ull llw Mortar lulu•!" 

The Brigade Finance Office has 
services which men in other 
un its sometimes go without­
including 24- hour operation, the 
ability to carry soldier's money 
forward on his pay voucher and 
the opportunity for a soldier to 
send checks to his bank at home. 

"I don't know of any other 
finance office that is open 24 
hours a day, seven clays a 
week," Major Sebert Com­
mented. "We have 'lhe capability 
of prepariug travel vouchers and 
allotments and answering ques­
tions at .l.ny time, day or night." 

"Our office initi ated a sp~cial 
request to USARV to utilize 
Red Cros:s mcss71ges as evi­
dence of the bil·th of a child," 
Major Sebert said. "It was ap­
proved and adopted for all fi­
nance offices in Vietnam. This 
saves the E-4's and below from 
having to obtain a photostatic 
copy of a birth certificate in 
order to get an additional allot­
ment." 

Cashie rs, who arc part of a 
49-111,rn administrative te•a m in 
the office from Alpha Co. 7th 
Spt Bn, remnin on call 24-hours 
a day to process C!mcrgcncy 
leaves. 

When a new arrival comes to 
the 199th, a special effort is made 
by the Finance Office to sec 
that h e! gets paid within three 
days. 

In addition, a Finance Office 
representative, usually Major 

As I leave this place it is my 
prayer that God will be with 
each one of you whether you 
a re walking through the thick 
jungle! , the WC!t rice paddy, or 
protecting a fire . support bm:c, 
or at RMB. Wherever you are 
God will be very near if you 
allow him. He is there in a 
fire fight or a mortar attack. He 
is there in times of fru stration 
and exhaustion. He is near, call 
upon Him, He will help. 

There is n passage in Ec­
clesiastes, chapter three, verses 
one through nine. 1 believe thi5 
passage describes our situa tinn 
here in Vietnam. Rend it whe:1 
you get a chance. 

I Buy 
Bonds I 

Sebert, explains the J99lh's fi­
:1;mce prog1,am to all new ar­
rivals in a class at the Red­
catcher Combat Trainin~ CC!ntcr. 

"It is our belief in this office 
that we can put personalized 
service back into finance," Ma­
jor Sebert summarized. 

REDCATCHER! 

Redcatcher! is an authorized Army publication and is published 
biweekly under the supervision of the Information Office, 199th Light 
Infantry Brigade. Opinions and views expressed are not necessarily 
those of the Department of the Army. Redcatcher! uses Army News 
Features and Armed Forces Press Service material, as well as Com­
mand Information material produced by this and superior head­
quarters. Unsolicited contributions are welcome and will receive 
the same consideration as staff-written materia l. Address contribu­
tions and correspondence to Redcatcher!, Informat ion Office. 199th 
Light Infantry Brigade, APO 96279. Telephone Plantation 5007. 
Orig. Gen, Wnrren K, Ucnnett Commnnding Genernl 
CPT John W. St. Leger Jnformution Officer 
SFC Frc,I O. Egclcr NCOIC 
SP4 Arthur S. Jn<:gcr Eclilor 
SP'1.. JnmC8 G. Low As8 is tnnl Edi lor 
SP4 Honnic J . White Clcrk-Typh1t 
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' ' '' ,, A wards and Decorations 
. The awards presented the · men of the 199th Infantry Brigade are 
Justly earned and are small reward for the outstanding job done, 
The men h ave shown great devotion to the Brigade and to their 
comrade.=; in their units. The men's actions reflect credit upon 
themse lves, the 199th Infantry Brigade and the United States Army. 

BUONZE • STAR MEDAL (V ALOU) 
SSG Thomas Coolcy-D, 2/3; SSG Dennis Day-M Co, 75th Inf; PFC 
Roland Lange-E, 3/7; PFC Russell Larson- E, 2/3; lLT Craig Maize-

ffrf~i::.!1 A,;;~~~~:·ir·w~· J2,; ~<;tf~l\~h~Ks~~~af2~ 

In the Fiel~ff "'1•·­
Brigade Summary 

Sept 27: 
D Troop, 171h Cnv, while e ngaged inn com bined recon J)nl ro l 

wil h clements of the 412t h Regionnl Foree cncouu lcrcd 11 11 u n• 
. known aized enem y un it up1>roximntc ly 12 mileA southeus t of 
Xunn Loe. Au tomnt ic wenpone fire was exch nngccl und con tnct 
wus broken immedintely hy the enemy resulting in one enemy 
killecl in nction. 

In lhe snme nrcn, D Troop, 17th Cuv cJi11covcrccl 8Cvcu 1inrtin ll y 
burie d ene m y hollies uncl wus credited with seven enem y kil led. 

"Wnrriors" of .Deltu Co, 5 th Un, 12th Inf. while ou n recon 
pntrol, e n gngcd th rt:e en emy inn woodlinr. . Al 150 m e t ers smnll 
nrms nncl nu1omntic weapons fire wnR exchnngecl with one eru~my 
killed. Hutchings:......o, 5/12; SP4 Ozelle Frazier-M, 75 ;lLT Albert Watson­

A, 3/7; Pfc Williams Stewart-A, 4112; P4 Richard Mallard~HHC, 2/3; 
2LT John Lawrence-D, 3/7; CPT Dale Lamke-D, 3/7; SP4 Tommy 
D. Burch-E, 3/7; SP4 Warren Pitts-HHC, 4/12i CPT George Dai ls-
C, 4/12. • , 

ARMY COMMONDATION MEDAL (VALOR) 

New Red Cross 
Assistant 

Sept 28: 
A possible enemy hospital was localed and destroyed approxi­

mately 15 miles south of Xuan Loe by elements of D Troop, 17th 
Cav, Included in the complex were four fighting positions, seven 
bunkers, two canteens, medical bottles, three rifle grenades and two 
Chicom rifles. 

Pfc Dean Benda-E, 2/3; SSG Dennis Day-M, 75; PFC Mario De­
leon-C, 4/12; SGT J erry Dennard-M, 75; SP5 Alan Ginoza-HHC, 
4/12; SP4 Jeryl McKinney-E, 2/3; PFC Glenn Miller- M, 75; SP 
Howard Outerbridge-E, 2/3; PFC Gail Schwcirte-M, 75; PFC Den­
ver Wells-C, 4/12; SP4 Johnny Williams-M, 75; SP4 Bobby Yowell­
M, 75; SP4 Gary Mottesheard-M, 75; PFC Dennis Malawy-M, 75; 
SGT Herdy Christian-M, 75; SP4 Anthony Crnsetti-M, 75; SGT 
John Patrick-M, 75; SP4 Roland Doyon-HHC, 4/12; SSG Robert 
Standard-E, 2/3; SP4 Lawrence Tyson-HHC, 4/12; P4 Leland 
Durbin-E, 4/12; lLT P eter Joannide.s-E, 4/12; PFC Raymond Bean­
e, 4/12. 

The 199th Inf Bde has -a new 
assistant field director in the 
Red Cross office with the ar­
rival of John Phillip Downs. 
He comes to be 199th after hav­
ing spent six months with the 
4th Inf Div at Pleiku. 

In fighting southwest of Xuan Loe, Alpha Co, 5th Bn, 12th Inf 
engaged four enemy. Using claymores and small orms fi re they 
succeeded in killing two of the Ot'posing force, • 

ScC~a~R~ Co, 5th Bn, 12th Inf located one hootch which contained 
six bags of salt, one bag of rice, bananna's and one bicycle. The 
food was turned over to the Vietnamese, and bicycle was 
des troyed. 

PUHPLE HEAHT 

Downs, who is from Den­
ver , Colo., has been with t he 
Red Cross for a year-nnd-a­
half. He spent six months with 
the Navy before coming to the 
Army at F t. Lewis, Wash. 

In t-he meantime Charlie Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf found three bunkers 
containing ten dozen fl ashlight battedes, one smoke grenade, cook­
ing utensils, assor ted empty medicine bottles , three bottles of wine, 
six cauteens, and one 82mm mortar rnund. All the cuptured equip­
ment was destroyed. 

SP4 Herman Beute-C, 5/12; SP4 James Clarkson- C, 5/12; SSG 
Thomas Marcotte-B, 2/3; SP4 William Nesmith-B, 2/3; PFC Hugh 
Ro.s.s- B, 2/3; SSG David Garnett- B, 4/12; SP4 Lewis Lowe-B, 4/12; 
SP4 Robert Carcel-B, 4/12; SP4 Terrence Guetler- B, 4/12; PFC 
Edward Heard-B, 4/12; PFC Wayne Whitnah-B, 4/12; PFC William 
Scarborough-C, 5/12; lLT Craig Maize-D, 2/3 ; PSG JoSeph Nat­
ividad-A, 2/3; SP4 Harold Upton-D, 2/3; SP4 Thomas Stoicevich­
A, 2/3; PFC Danny Mabe-B, 2/3; PFC Michael Collins-B, 2/3i PFC 
Jon Rich-C, 5/12; PFC Ronald Schaller-D, 2/3 ; SGT Robert Boak­
B, 5/12; SP4 Lonnie H ooker-B, 5/12. 

. A psychology major in college, 
Downs is very int,erested in 
people and enjoys helping sol­
diers with their problems. His 
main job as assistant field direc­
tor is to help with emergency 
communications bet ween sol­
diers and their fam i1ies back in 
the States when a problem 

Four enemy were killed in a,confron ation with Alpha Co, 5th Bn, 
12th In f, 15 miles east of Xuan Loe. One AK-47 was captured in 
this action. 

2/40 
Bn's 

Chooses 
Best 

On Sept 1, one section from 
each Battery in the 2nd Bn, 
40th Arty were in competition 
to seek out the "Best in the 
Batta lion". 

Items which were carefully 
checked were the individual 
areas, the ammunition, knowl­
edge of the weapon, and the 
abili ty to react as on efficient 
team during a fire mission. 
Walking away with the honors 
were the men of the six th sec­
tion of Delta Btry, presently 
situated at FSB "Maria". • 

Redcatcher! recently visited 
with the honor .section for Sep­
tember and noted how smoothly 
it operates under their Chief 
of Section, Sergeant Ronald 
Templeman . 

Templeman spoke hiJZhly of 
his crew, who have worked to­
gether on their 102A Howitzer 
al fou r different positions since 
coming to Vietnam. 

Their gun is named Delilah 
II, after that famous woman of 
ill-repute in Biblical times. And 
on many occasions our villai­
ness has cast her shells of ill­
repute on the enemy inflicting 
numerous casualties. 

Membei·s of the s ixth section 
for Delta Btry who serve under 
Templeman are Corporal Joe 
Mille (gunner), Specialist Four 
Wayne Channon {assistant J?"Un­
e,· ), Specialist Four Sam Hahn 
{number one man), Private 
First Class James Goad (num­
ber two man). Private Firs"t 
Class Don Roach (number three 
man), Private F irst William 
Davis (number fou r man), 
Specialist Foui: Ray Guntrun 
(recorder ). and Private Fir.st 
Class Garfield S tanley (driver). 

Lieutenant Colonel William A. 
Greynolds, commanding offi cer 
of the 2nd Bn, 40th Arly, was on 
hand at FSB Libby to congra­
tulnte the six th section for win­
ning the first of this type of 
contest in the battalion. In 
recognition, each man will re­
ceive a 3-day, in-country, R&R 
an<l the sect ion will be given a 
plaque. 

Sept 30: 
Dehn Co, ti- th Un, 1 2 th Inf scored 1hc only find of the duy 

when 1hcy cliscovcrecl four snmpnn e nnd nn nssortm c111 of it e ms 
including 5 J)Bi r of OD punts, 600 shirt s, 4 hlnck 1,njnmu's, 
fis h ing genr, 3 poun<ls of rice, l nxc, 1 m nchctte, nnd 1 pnir of 
wire cu tl e r s. An enem y h oolch wns nlso found on shore und 
burned. 

Oct I : 
Two plnt oon B of Al1,hn Co, 

4th 8 11 , 12th Inf while cnrontc 
to their" o l,eervntion post 10 
mil es due ens t of Xuon Loe, 
sighted nml en g ngcd two e n em y 
nt 200 m~tcrs. T h ey rccclved 
n o return fire n ncl lnl cr founcl 
one enemy bod y uncl o n e AK-
47, 

In lhe a1uu e nrcn. unit k of 
llruvo Co, '1-th Hu, 12th Inf, 
found three groves whh hotlies, 
o n e o lcl 1•ii1 e11 1,,,l c g_rerrnde uucl 
scnlterecl dvi linu clothing. 
Tiu? three hocl ies, which were 
killed hy smuJI nrms fire, were 
c redited to the unit. 
Oct 2, 

Girls i n their nnti vt~ dre~s 011 the hnnks of the scenic Necker Hiver thnt flows 
through th«- pict ui·e~(f11 ft medi -fl" il <·i t y of Heidelberg. 

In act ion today, elements of 
Deltn Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd ]n ( made 
contact with nn unknown s ized 
enemy force. Small arms fire 
was exchanged and artillery wos 
called in support, until contncl 
was broken, with the enemy 
fleeing southwest. Fifteen min­
utes later con tact wns reestab­
lished and the unit, once again 
bRcked by artillery, moved in 
and ki lled one enemy whi le 
art illery ki lled another. 
Oct 4, 

In a sweep 8 miles north of 
Xurin Loe, clements of Delta 
Co, 3rd Bn, 7th l nf found cloth­
ing, medicine and documents. 
A lso cap'tured wns n GVN black 
list £01· Cam My. European Option A vailahle For Re-Up 

ED Note: The strtD of the Redcutcher! took 
time out from its busy schedule to interview 
Se1·germt Ffrst Class Gendel A. Caulfield of Fargo, 
N.D. Crmlfie ld is n B1·igade Ca,·eer Com1selo1·. We 
were interested h~ a Em·o1>ean tom· Jollowhig om· 
stn y in the bermtifu£ Land of the Dragon. The 
conversation is between a typical US and his 
benefflctor. 
n. EUCATCH EH: I am a Specialist Four and have 
been in the Army for a year-and-a-half. I've 
been in Vie tnam for eight months and I would 
like to ge t to Europe. How do I go about this, 
Snrge? . 
CA ULFIELll: Because of the cutback of forces. in 
Vietnam we would have to get your app lication 
into the Depar tment of the Army for an assign­
ment ns • soon as possible. 
REDCATCIIEH: Must I reenlist to go to Europe? 
CAULFIELD: Yes, you must be qualified in a 
PMOS for which an overseas requirement exists. 
If you do not have a PMOS that is needed in· 
E"urope we submit a secondary in which you 
might be qualified to serve. 
HEDCATCHEH: What if I'm qualified as an In­
fantry man and possess no other skills? 
CAUi.FJE LD: The primary mission of the Anny 
in Europe is to provide security. There are in-

fon try units in Berlin, Mannheim, Augsbp.rg and 
other European cities. 
llEDCATCHEH: Can you guarantee me an as-
signment in Germany? ~ 
CAU LFIELD: No, I can't, but you will receive un 
ussigmnenl somewhere in the European Theater. 
HEDCATCIIEH: Do I have to reenlist first or do 
you request an assignment prior to my reenlist­
ing? 
CAULF IELD: 1 request the assignment from DA 
and upon 1·eceipt . at this office you can make 
.v~ur dec ision then, if you like the assignment. 
U EIJCA 'J'CH EH: What is the cunent tour in 
Europe for me? 
CAULFIELD: Your tour would be 2-1 months as 
a single E4 and if you were promoted to E5 and 
had your dependents in Europe your tour would 
then be 36 months. You can al.so request an ex­
tension while you are there. 
ltEJJCATCHEH: What are some of the reenlist­
ment benefits I have coming to me if I want to 
reenlist for Europe? 
CAULFI ELD: You gel a 30 day delay in route, 
f.hrec times your base pay if you have a VRB 
2 (llB, E4, with 2 years service on a four year 
cnlis tme:it will receive $5,000), and transportation 
from F,t Ord, Calif. to Fort Dix, N,J. 

In the surne area Charlie Co, 
2nd Bn, 3rd Inf sighted and en­
gaged two enemy soldiers, kill­
ing both of them , Two AK-47's 
were also captured. 

Further south men of Chorlie 
Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf nnd Della Co, 
3rd Bn, 7th Inf made contact 
with nn unknown size enemy 
force ki lling four and captur­
ing three AK--17's. 
Oct 6, 

Two c n c 111 y infn11trym<'n 
were c 11 cou11l<!rc,I hy tht• .. \"(111r­

riors" of Uclln Co, !'i th Bu, 
12 th Inf. The 0 WnrriorR" 
opcnecl up wi th ,nnnll ur 11u11111tl 
uutomntic wcn11 011 H fir e killing 
one of them. T h e nc tio n look 
"pl,1cc 15 mil es clue cns t of X11 1111 
Loe. 

Also i11 the immcdiuh• orcn, 
Dcltn Co, 4th Uu , 1 2 th In f 
Right ecl five , lo six lcmpornry 
hoot ch cs mncl,: of 1m11d1os, 
There were 1wo ene m y gu11rd s 
und five olhcr cucmy Ho lcl irr8 

Cont. on l'ngc 7 



Little girl enjoys refreshments provided by American Forces. 

The face of sweet ianoccncc. 

Daughter of 
Visits Gia Ra 

FSB MACE-The sun has just dipped behind Signal Mountain 
as the troops begin to dismount from their vehicles in the Long Khanh 
Province vi ll ngc of Gia Rny. 

In the court yard of the village school house some 800 villagers 
watch with anxious anticipation as the soldiers go to their posts. 

For the adults of this small village some 50 miles northeast of 
Saigon, much of the anxiety stems from an unsuccessful raid by 
a VC unit on the village just two days before and from a well-brt>d 
fear of after-dark activ iti es. But for the 350 bright-eyed youngsters 
organized into sma ll groups by their school principal and supervised 
by their s tudent proctors th e mood is more one of eager an ticipation, 
for this is T1·u11g Th1t. 

'l'nmg Thu, the mid-autumn festival when all the joys of Tet 
are reserved for the children. Tnrng Tim, the day of the year when 
the Emperor of the Moon allows his daughter Hang Nga to return 
t:> E;i.rth lo reunite with her lover Chu Ctioi, there is celebration 
on the EJrlh as th e daughter of the Moon dispels the gas of darkness 
which threatens the E:u·th's children. 

Sergeant First Class Yung of the Political Warfare Section .of 
the 52nd Regiment, Army of the Republic of Vietnam, takes his bull­
horn in hand and begin,; lo issue instructions. Behind him soldiers 
of the 52nd Regiment fade into the side streets as security for the 
events about to transpire. 

More trucks arrive, this time carrying Americans. Twenty-one­
year-old Captain Gerald L. Stolze of Burbank, Calif., CivilAffairs 
Officer of the 3rd Bn. 7th Inf, 199th Light Infantry Brigade, directs 
his "Cottonbalcrs" of the Echo Co Reconnaissance Platoon as they 
unbad the vehicles. For Stolze, this will climax several weeks of 
planning. 

There is a sudden outbreak of chatter as the children see that 
the Gl's are carrying containers of Kool-Aid and many, many trays 
of cakes, brownies and cookies. Yung responds · imm ediately and, 
m:ing his bullhorn, diverts the attention of the children by leading 
them in a song about Chu Cuoi and Hang Nga. 

First Lieutenant Michael D. Cordy of Toledo, Ohio directs his 
medics as they set up an aid sta tion. In the middle of the crowd 
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the Moon 
y Village 

S1or y hy I LT Jnmes Bowers 

Photo hy SP5 Boh Collins 

there is a commotion as Sergeant Richard Brown of San 
and Tuk, a member oft he Armed Propapanda Team and 
\ regu lar, se t up a movie projector. 
fun begins. Side by side members of the Recon Platoon 
d Regiment pass out the gifts they have brought for the 
Gia Ray: balloons, lanterns, school kits, and tee-shirts. 
·, First Lieutenant Robert Sickle, Recon platoon leader, 
balloon and h ands it to a Retite brown-eyed little · girl. 
ably disciplined proctors, themselves students, begin to 
e cake and Kool-Aid. Cordy helps to wipe the crumbs 
:e of a little boy who ate his share too exuberantly. 
dark. Many of the parents show marked signs of agita-
1embcrs of the Recon Platoon reluctantly slip from the 
i}dren to their posls around the school yard. 
eutenant Andrew Duskie of Concord, N.C. hands a reel 
·own and the people of Gia Ray are treated to glimpses of 
:ravelers of the moon; the Apollo astronauts, followed by 
namcse variely shows. 
Vung; "This is the first time in five long years that 
f Gia Ray have seen movies and the first time they have 
d of night time celebrations, since the VC are generally 
at night." As he sp'eaks a young boy comes up and 

1lays his new Government of Vietnam Tee-shirt. 
:olze remarks: "I'm quite pleased with the operation. 
vas to let the ARVN's handle it themselves with just 
1 us." Duskie adds: "The enthusiasm is fantastic. This 
ir the children and the excellent co- ordination between 
1ers and the ARVN's made this a magnificent night to 

itcrs away, the last few feet of film s1ip through the 
d the program is over. The people disperse and are es­
ir homes by the soldiers of the 52nd Reg t. The Americans 

their vehicles and return to FSB MACE. 
:ance artillery fire m:arches toward the horizon and per­

a time .when the people of Gia Ray will need only 
:aughter to dispel the darkness . which threatens their 

ARVN soldier gives candy 10 children. 

First Lieutenanl Cordy, 3rd, Bn, 7th Inf presents bnlloon to child. 
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Red catch er! 

Teach ARYN'S 

Bonrding the chopper for their first recon mission. 

Story and Photos hy PFC Jon Sweet 

Hclpin~ mt(~l1 otht•r ~t•I rt·ndy 
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Tricks of Trade 
XUAN LOC-Nine volunteers from the 18th ARVN Division are 

receiving on-the-job training with the 199th's 75th Ranger unit as 
part of the total allied effort to give more combat responsibility to 
South Vietnamese soldiers'. . 

Prior to a joint Ranger-ARVN mission, First Lieutenant Ronald 
Harper, commander of Company M, 75th lnf (attached to the 7th Spt 
Bn), assembled several of his team leaders ·to present a block of 
instruction on Rangers techniques to the ARVNS. 

"We can go out and kill the enemy," Harper told the team leaders 
in a briefing, "but if the ARVNs can't do it, it's not going to do us 
any good in the long run." 

Four of the nine volunteers had received previous training with 
Australian troops and were Airborne qualified. In addition to the 
nine vo lunteers, about 15 other ARVN soldiers assembled in the 
tin-ro:>fed training rooms as the instruction session began. 

"We don't let the enemy see, hear, or smell us," Harper told the 
ARVNs through an interpreter. "The VC are very noisy. We are 
quiet." 

One of the ARVNs asked Staff Sergeant Dennis Day how fast the 
R;mgers moved through an area. 

"We move very slow and quiet so we can obscl'vc a1l areas at the 
same time," Sergeant Day said. "All men must be alert and work 
as a team and fight as a team. They must have a strong desire to 
succeed." 

The next morning, the Rangers returned to the ARVN camp to 
inspect the gear of their soon-to-be teammates. 

Four teams were made up of two ARVNs and four Rangers, and 
the fifth team had one ARVN and fire Rangers. 

To help bridge the communication problem, the Rangers gave each 
of the ARVNs English nicknames. Uniform signals were established 
for jungle maneuvers. 

The Rangers and ARVNs returned to the Ranger headquartc'rs where 
each team leader gave his men their final briefing. 

Two teams would take a 2-1/2 ton truck to FSB Libby for insertion 
by chopper east of the Dong Nai River. Three teams would remain 
at Xu;1n L:>c for insertion south of the Dong Nai. 

Camouflage wns applied to their faces as the Rangers waited for 
th e helicopter . There had been a minor delay because ·of reported 
e:iemy activity in th.e area. 

The Hueys arrived. Each. team member shook hands with one 
3n:,t.her~a Ranger sign of good luck. 

The chopper inched its way off the ground in the drizzling rain. 
The sys tematic \Vhirl of the propellers blew particles of rain into the 
open compartment where the Rangers sat. 

No one spoke. 
Several times Sergeant Dave Reeser and Specialist Four Louis 

Arell pointed to the green checkerboard area below. 
As they crossed the snake-like l'iver, Sgt. Reeser said, "That's it!" 
The pilot, Warrant Officer Frank Wright, C Trp. 3/17 Air Cav, 

veered the Huey at a 45 degree angle and professionally lowered it 
into the LZ. 

The team took a split second to evacuate the chopper and auto­
matically disappeared into the underbrush. 

Wright pushed his Huey above the treetops and above the misty 
s:cattered cloud layer. The rain had stopped, 

0JT for the ARVNS beRan . 

. ' '! f 

Interpreter nnd students in clnssroo1n. 

]ump off timP 1wn1·s. 
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Cnptnin John Delnno nccepts n Redcntche1· Associntion Cnrd fro1n the Associntion 
P1·esident, Lieutenant Colone l John Hnzelwood. Delnno just reported in for his 
stH~ond tout· with the Brigade. 

Hed Cross Voluntem· Mnry \'\' ilson working in Gulf­
port , Miss., on the Cnm ill<· Disnstl'r Progrnm. 

Help Camille Victims 
GULFPORT, MISS-Hur-

ricane Cami1le's screaming wind 
and high waters affected more 
than 72,000 families along the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

Mary Wi1son of Brandenburg, 
Ky., is one of the 567 Red Cross 
volunteers and s taff hard at 
work in the disc1ster area h elp­
ing the victims return to a 
normal way of life. 

Mary's husbnnd is Captain 
Richard E. Wilson. He is serv­
ing a tour of duty in Vietnam 
with the 152nd MP P latoon, 
199th Brigade. Mary lives with 
her parents, Lieutenan t Colonel 
(Ret.) and Mrs. Herbert 0. 
West, in Brandenburg and has 
been working as a volunteer 
recreation worker at Jreland 
Army Hospital at Ft. Knox, Ky. 

"When I heard the hurricane 
had struck the Gu1f Coast and 
lea1·ned how very had it was, I 
wanted to come and he]p," she 
said. 

feel good about being able to 
help the people here." In turn, 
victims appreciate her. She 
recently was invited to the 50th 
wedding anniversary celebration 
for two Cami1le sufferers. She 
h ad helped the eldcriy couple 
in gett ing their damaged home 
repaired. 

Red Cross disaster experts say 
the Ol'ganization will spend more 
thrrn 20 million in helping the 
viclimS of Camille's fury. The 
disaster workers wi ll be busy 
in the stricken arcn for many 
months. The casework being 
clone by Mary and her fe llow 
workers requires much legwork 
and many hours. 

Already more than fiv e mil ­
lion do llars have been spent by 
-the Red Cross for assis tance to 
the victims. AB Red Cross as­
sistance is an outright gifl to 
the victims from the American 
peop1c through the Red Cross. 

Assistance to the victims in­
cludes ~uch things as fad, cloth­
ing, shelter, medical care, house­
hold furnishings, occupational 
tools, and the repair and re­
building of homes. 

No 
In 

·Arms 
Mail 

Firearms nnd exp1osives of any 
type may no longer be mailed 
through the mi1itary APO­
rPo system, according to a 
recent regulation fmm Depart­
ment of Defense. 

Prior to this change in po1icy, 
a serviceman could send for a 
shotgun from the states and 
have it mailed to him. But un­
der the new regu]ation the 
mailing of ,all firearms is pro­
hibited. 

Oct SOM 
Picked Fro,n 
A Co, 5 / 12 

XUAN LOC-A "Wnrrior" 
from Alpha Co, 5th Bn, 12th 
Inf has been chosen Brigade 
Soldier of the month for Oc­
tober. 

Specia1ist Four Rona1d B. 
Decker of Louisville, Ky., who 
who serves as . a radio trnns­
mitter operation for his unit 
and "really enjoys it" is the 
second man from the 5th Bn, 
12th Inf to be picked for the 
honor in the last two months. 

Decker was chosen from 
among the battalion Soldier of 
the Month nominees by n broad 
consisting of the battalion ser­
geants major. 

The 26-year-old soldier, a. 
1935 graduate of Duke Univer­
sity, taught schoo1 prior to en­
tering the Army in October 
1968. He plons to return to school 
upon completion of his service 
to complete his Masters De­
gree on which he has but 15 
hours to go. From there it will 
be bock to teaching school, n 
profession he fee1s is exlremc]y 
rewarding. 

For being chosen Soldier of 
the Month, Decker now serves 
::is the commanding general's 
enlisted aid and was presented 
$25 in cash, a tailored suit and a 
three day in-country R nnd R 
lo Vung Tau. 

Summary , 
rnt in g when 1hc forwortl o lc• 
mt?UI M eny:nge,I thr cnm1, with 
smnll nrms nntl u utnmn l lfl wt•n­
JIOHS fir<" kill in g: onr of lh t" 
t"ncmy . Cnplurccl ln thu nc llnu 
wer e one AK-4,7, thrf'C AK 
nutgndn(•s, nincly rounds of 
nnun unil ion, lhrce chi<·mn 
g rcnmlcs. tiv<" NVA potu•hos, 
nMso r1c,l rood nud one 11 ('r8onn l 
dinry, 
Oct 7: 

One V ietnnmesc mnlc with no 
ID card was picked up nnd de­
tained by elements of Chnrlie 
Co, 5th Bn, 12th Inf near Kiem 
Tnn. While he wns beinl,( ques­
tioned, men of the unit found n 
hootch containing nn AK-47, 
three fully loaded AK magazines, 
twenty loose rounds of ammu­
nition and assorted cloLhing. 
Confronted with this the de­
t ainee ra ll ied to the Government 
of the Republic of Victnnm un­
der the Chieu Hoi progrnm. 
The man nlso hnd n Chieu Hoi 
pamphlet in his p0ssession at 
the time of apprehension, 

Buy A 
Pair 

A Bond 
& 

Freedom 
Share 

• ' ·" ... ' 

<! 
~~, ',. . ... . ,~ ., After ar riving in Gulfport, 

she· went to work as a case­
worker in the Red Cross reg­
istration center in Gulfport. Al­
ready more than 30,000 fami lies 
have registered for emergency 
and long-range recovery assis­
tance at the 20 Red Cross rc ­
gistl'ation centers in the stricken 
area. 

The attractive blonde says, 111 
love the job I'm doing. I rea l1y 

(E. D. NOTE: Donations for 
Hurricane Camille victims can 
be given to our own Red Cross 
Field Director at BMB who will 
forward all funds to disaster Hqs 
at Gulfport.) • 

April s how t•rs rnin frm;luwss nnd h cuuty. Misl!I April Slcvcns is s howered with 
nll th <' chnrms nnd henuly which only Sp1·ing cn n give. 
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"Old Guard'' Trains Regional, Popular Forces 
Perspiration streamed down 

the begrimed infantryman's face 
as he wriggled up to the burm. 
He rolled over on his .side, 
jerked a grenade off his belt, 
and lobbed it into a sage clump 
to his front. 

The usual de-afening concus­
sion didn't follow however; only 
a hollow 40 thunk" as the dis­
armed grenade landed in an em­
pty ammounition box. ·, The 
thrower sprang to his feet, 
grabbed his rifle, and sprinted 
on down -the range. 

The "assaulter", a member of 
Charlie Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf, was 
a demonstrator in a unique 
Popular and Regional Forces 
(PF and RF) training program 
sponsored by the "Old Guard" 
battalion. The training program 
has ·been dubbed "SAM"­
Stamina, Accuracy, and Marks­
manship-and bears an uncom­
fortably familiar semblance to a 
U.S. basic training course. 

"In fact" said Lieutenant 
Colonel Bernard Loeffke, "Old 
Guard" commander, "a basic 
tr-aining course is largely what 
"SAM" consists of. It's simply 
a review and practice of the 
rudiments of infantry training," 
he continued, "designed to up­
grade the efficiency and com­
petence of the PF and RF troops 
in our area". 

"SAM" was launched at Can 
Tam, outside fire support base 
"Blackhorse" in September, un­
der the direction of Lieutenant 
Henry Billings, the battalion's 
rccon plntoon leader. "When 
we initially began working and 
coordinating operations with the 
Popular and Regional Forces, we 
immedi,ately realized _they could 

S10 .. y and Photos by 

use supplementary training in 
certain phases of combat t2c­
tics," Billings stated. 

"The local-force troops receive 
a limited amount of training 
by the ARVN command, upon 
induction," he continued, "but 
many of the troops went through 
this training so long ago that 
they've forgotten it; or at least 
ceased to put the training into 
application." 

The "SAM" course involves 
weapon assembly, on- the-back 
wire -breeching, grenade throw­
ing and marksmanship competi­
tion with the M-16.· 

The entire testing range is 
designed to be completed in 
three minutes. An RF or PF 
member assumes position on one 
of the course's five lanes. He 
has a disassembled M-16, two 
magazines of ammunition, nnd 
three disarmed hand grenades. 

At Billings' signal, each man 
begins assemblage of his wea­
pon; once together, he snaps in 
and fires his magazines at a 
down- range target. Then he 
sprints down his lane to a 
fence of tangle-foot wire, slithers 
underneath, runs to the grenade 
burm and makes his three 
throws, dashes on down and re­
trieves his target, then runs 
back to the starting point, where 
his individual scorer is clock­
ing him. His target is then 
checked and scored, along with 
his accuracy with the· grenades. 

An example of 11SAMs" effec­
tiveness was demonstrated by 
the grenade throwing. 

"The first time we ran a group 
of Popular Force troops through 
the course, they were a dis­
appointment on the grcnnrde­
throwing phase,"' Billings claim-

SP4 Lnrry Woody 

An ARVN soldier (below throws n hnnd grennde dur­
ing a one-week training cycle sponsored by the 2nd 
Bu, 3rd Infantry. Hr. is scored on nccurncy and 
throwing ability. 
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ed.' "They were just tossing the 
grenades, underhanded, in the 
general direction of the target. 

"We got our interpreter to talk 
them through the correct gre­
nade-throwing procedure, and 
then used a G.I. demonstrator," 
he continued. "Next time they 
ran . the course they showed im­
provement; and by the third 
time, they were looking like 
pros. 

"Another problem many of the 
individuals seemed to have was 
in weapons assemblage," Billings 
asserted. "Also, hardly any of 
them had any idea of their 
-battle- sight zero-most of them 
claimed they'd never even heard 
the term! If it hadn't been for 
the "SAM" course, this would 
have never been brought to 
light and consequently, never 
corrected." 

To add incentive to the train­
ing, the 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf awards 
a plaque, compliments of the 
"Old Guard", to the individual 
with the highest ove1•all score 
for the day's training session. 

"So far," said Billings, "We've 
had great cooperation, and ap­
pear , t~. be having tremendous 
success 

AHVN ti dug for nccnrncy •,est during training. 

Low crawling nuder bnrbed wirt~ i.:,; pnrt of the training. 
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