
12 Enemy Die 

5/12 'Warriors' Repel Enemy Assault 
By SP4 Peter Nngnrny 

REDCATCHER! 
FSB LIBBY-"Warriors" of the 5th Bn, 12th Inf killed 12 enemy 

soldiers Nov 22 and captured five weapons in a three hour fire-fight 
near the outskirts of Uinh Loe hamlet. The wenpons t>latoon of 
"Dakota" Com1>nny fought an estimated company size enemy force 
in the prednwn attack on their tiny outpost 3 miles north of Xuan 
Loe. 

The enemy force initiated the attack using UPG and mortar fire. 

199th Light Infantry Brigade More than 20 rounds landed within the ca mp's perimeter. A 
human-wave ty11e nttnck followed the initial s helling, with the 
enemy advancing to the "Warriors" defensh·e wire. 
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'Warriors' 
Upgrade 
RFs, PFs 

FSB NANCY-"Because of the 
Hamlet Upgrading Team training 
i:-i Dinh Qu1n District, the 
Popular and Regional Forces are 
ac ting more and more like pro­
fe~3 ion 3J soldiers," commented 
S ergeant First Class Robert C. 
Kraft from Vermilion, Ohio, 
the MACV advisor to the RF and 
PF in Dinh Quan District. 

SFC Kraft gives much of the 
credit to the 199th Inf Bde now 
operating in the area. "Through 
the combined operations of the 
4th Bn, 12th Inf, 199th Lt Inf 
Bde with the PF and RF units, 
and the work of the battalion's 
Hamlet Upgrading Team," Kraft 
staled," a defi:'litc sense of 'esprit 
de corps' has developed among 
the RF and PF phto.:,n_s." 

Jnnnnry 1, 

~ - • \ f. 
, ·. 

~;'°." 

""" 

The altack was rc11elled by the "Dakota" e lement's fire power, 
re-enforcer! by the pllloon•~ own 82mm mortar. Many of the 
"Warriors" stood on the s ma ll dirt 11crimeter of the camp and threw 

J 970 hand grcna1es into the chargin g enemy force. 
The battle was focused on three s ides of the out.post as the enen,y 

force attempted to use nearby 
protective cover to launch their 
a ttack. 

Gunehips Co. lied In 

Charlie Horse gunships, "Shad­
ow", and other aircra6t sup­
ported the 23 mnn force of de­
fenders from the enemy on­
slaught. Private First Class 
R:>bert Sanchez of Salt Lake 
City, Utah, 60 caliber machine 
gu nner, reported, "We fired ove1· 
1,500 rounds into the firs t wave 
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far as they got." 
The Dakota force was ass isted 

in the defense of the outpost by 
a small band of Regional Devel­
oorpent Carlre a'1d Regional 
Forces personel. C:ipt K :1:v M. 
Moon, of Albuquerque, N.M., 
Dakota company ccimm311dcr 
said, "The Vietnamese forcEs did 
an outstanding job with their 
sec tor of the perimeter. '!hey 
never let Charlie get near the 
wire, and prevented the enemy 
from taking advantage of our 
small number." 

Ar-tillery Hcl1,s Out 
The Hamlet Upgrading Team, 

which teache;; ambush tactic:; 
and procedures as well as marks­
manship and weapons' mainte­
nance, began training in October 
shortly after all the PF and RF 
platoons in the district were 
completely outfitted with M-lG's 
(rifles). 

Two 1ne rnhers of "Dnkotn" Co, 5th Loe Hnntlet following henvy contact 

Supporting Artillery ' fire £-om 
Xuan Loe and Kiem Tam was 
directed into the area by an 
arti llery liais:>n officer t:> cover 
p::,:;:;ible means of etcape by the 
be.1 ten enemy force. 

Bn, 12th Inf nnd n Regional Force so lcl- there Nov 22. (Photo by SP4, Peter Nn-
icr cxruninc weapons captured nt Binh g ul'ny) 

"They rea lly like the M-16's," 
stated Kraft, "and it make:, the 
trai_ning easier, now that they all 
have the s.imc weapons. " 

4 / 12 Ret'!:u~'!.~ ... b!e~d r!~!!. mot~a!.,?Y' 

The bodies of the enemy were 
taken from the outpo'3t's outer 
wire at firs t light, along with 
the recovered weapons. Three 
AK-47 r incs, one RPG Lnu':lcher, 
and n K-54 pis tol were fo und 
by the "Warriors." "This is one of the more im­

portcmt things we can do," com­
mented Lieu tenant Colonel 
Robert H. Clark from G1:iffin, 
Ga, Commander of the 4th Bn, 
12th Inf, who initiated the HUT 
program. "After we are gone il 
is the Vietnamese people who 
will carry on." 

Working with the Vietnnmese 
units is nothing new to the 4th 
Bn, 12th Inf. One of the primary 
objectives of the battalion's 
moving into the present area of 
operation was to work closely 
with upgrading the local Viet­
namese units in Long Khanh 
Province. To accomplish the 
task, combined operations with 

(Cont'd on Pnge 8) 

Hy SP4 Todt! Weher 

FSB JOY - Two small elements 
of the 4th Bn, 12 Inf temp.:>rdrily 
returned to this is:> latcd fire 
base northeast of Xuan Loe early 
last month to supply m?rlJr fire 
for a nearby "Wardor". recon­
naissance operation. 

'1 he camp, once the battalion'.; 
forw.i rd head({uarte·rs, had bee, 
unoccupied since the "Warr:ors" 
evacuated it las t August. 

A mortar section and one pla­
toon of Bravo Co returned to 
furnish fo'e power for an opera­
tion that was beyond the reach 
of m'>rlars and art"llery at the 
battalion's currer:t headquarters, 
fire base "Nancy." 

Bravo Company's 2nd platoon 
c::mducted short recon missions 

!Gifts Cheer Sad Yule! 
XU AN LOC - Five b::ixes of fo c,d, given in memory of a medic who 

rlied m action recently, m1de a sad Christm,1s just a little brighle, 
this yea r f.:,r the dead s:> ldier's friends in Charlie Co, 5th Bn, 12th Inf. 

Members of Charlie Co's 2nd Platoon received the fo od hne Dec 7. 
Originally, it was to hav e been a Christmas present for their dead 
comrad, Specialist Five William Larson. 

The boxes, contJining over 50 pounds of home-m ade candy, taffy, 
popcorn, and can:1ed fr u:ts, were sent to the men by friends -:>f 
Larson's sister, a ll of whom atte~d San Diego City C::,llege in San 
Diego, Calif. 

When they received word, shortly before sending the gift, that 
L:::lrson had been killed, the group sent the food, along with faur 
letter.51 to his plat:>0n "in memory of" the medic. 

It took the m en only three days lo eat all 50 pour,:ls of it. 
One of the letters acc:>mpanying the gift said in part, "We wculd 

like to thank all of you for what you have done. We hope that this 
small token of our appreciation will brighten your Christmas a_nd 
give you joy for the holidays." 

LJrson, in addition to serving with the 2nd platoon, was also 
Charlie Co's senfor medic at the time of his death. 

Although he had been i:1 Vietnam eight m::,nths, L arson volunteered 
to remaia in the field with his friends in the company. 

"He said he en joyed being out w;th us," Sergeant Robert Vearile 
of Ci ncinn atli, a team leader with the 2nd platoon, said hter. "He 

(Cont'd on Pngc 8) 

eabblished a defens ive perime- The large fire b:tse was t:>o big 
te r. hr the two small elements so 

Joked pl a~oon leader, First t!1e "Warriors" only ,manned one 
Lieutenant Quentin Schillare of corner of the old perimeter. Con­
Watertown, Conn.: "Mostly, we certina was stretched across - the 
were there to make su,·e no one open section securing the m:,rtar 

155's Support 
'Cottonhalers' 

By SP_!J. John Smith 

F'S!! MACE-Recen tly the 
11 Cottonbalers" received a boost 
on avai lable fire power when 
three self propelled howitzers of 
Alpha Battery, · 2nd Bn, 35th 
Artillery from II Field F orce 
moved into Mace. 

"The 155mm howitzers were 
hrought l"- ~re to add more fire 
suppor t to the infantry in our 
area of operations," stated Cap­
tain· Austin Nixon, 22, "Cotton­
baler" Artillery Liaison from 
Buffalo, N.Y. "Now we can sur­
prise Chai"lie with the extend ~d 
range of supporting fire, when 
compared to the range of the 
105mm battery." 

During one six day period, the 
battery fired more th an 1200 
rounds in Support of the "Cot­
tonbalers." As a result of these 
six days, over 50 bunkers and 
numerous other fighting positions 
were eliminated. 

element's position. 
The men found "Joy" pretty 

much as they hod left it four 
months before: barren except 
for a few sand bags, concertina, 
burm and mud. When the bat­
talion moved out, bunkers were 
torn down, claymores were 
blown, culverts, lumber, and 
anything else salvagable, in ­
cluding the troops, were trans­
ported out by Chinook. Bull-

(Cout 'd on Pugo, 8) 
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llcceivc C .. oss of Gnllontry 

Nine of the Dakota "Warriors" 
received· the Vietnamese Cross 
of GJll :1ntry with Bl'onzc Star 
for their actions in the c:mtocl 
in a joint awards ceremony held 
a l Kiem Tam Dec. 3. Lieutenant 
Cobnel Bui Due Diem, Xuan 
L::,c Province Chief, presented 
the valor awards lo the men nt 
the 43rd ARVN Regiment hcad­
nuarters for their part in the 
B1ttle at Binh Loe hamlet. 

(Cont'd 011 Pn~c fl) 
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"We will fire between 150 and 
200 ro~nds a day, depending on 
the type of target we have," com.:. 
mented Specialist Four Edward 
Rodriquez, 21, a gunner from 
Grant, Mich. "At present, the 
majority of the targels h ave 
been contact and fortified fight-
in~ complexes," 

Speciolist Four Bernie P. Liswell of Baltimore, Md., 
7th Spt Bn moil clerk, looks os if he is up to his nee~ 
in Chrisllnns rnnil. Li•swell wos one of the ,nony 1na1l 
clerks in Vietnam who worked long hours to sec that 
Yuletide greetings from home were delivered <Juickly. 
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Your Legal O.f!i.ce~ ~ 

Search and Seizure 
By CPT Richard C. Tufaro 

It is important for both officers 
and enlisted men to be aware of 
their rights and limitations un­
der the law of search and sei'­
zure. The rules grow out of our 
philosophy as a nation that each 
individual has a right to be 
secure in his person and pos­
sessions. This right is balanced 
against the requirements of gov­
ernment to employ reasonable 
measures in order to insure en­
forcement of law. 

Mi1itary law envisions five sit­
uations in which a search may 
be lawful: (1) pursuant to a 
search warrant; (2) incident to 
an arrest; (3) with the consent 
of the individual ; (4) under 
circumstances demanding imme­
diate action to prevent the re­
moval or disposal of goods be­
lieved on reasonable grounds to 
be criminal goods; and (5) unon 
probable cause by a commanding 
officer. These five circumshnces 
arc more specifically defined by 
Army regulation, military and 
federal case law. 

It is the purpose of this article 
lo discuss more fully the se3rch 
incident to a lawful apprehe~1-
shm and the search au thod7ed 
by a commanding officer. These 
two kinds of search recur most 
frequently in the service and 

• therefore arc of most interest to 
us. 

Memb12rs of law enforcement 
agencies of the service, MPs and 
CID, as well as officers, NCO.3 
and others, properly delegated 
the responsibility, are authorized 
to apprehend servicemen upon 
probable cause. "Probable cau:,e" 
requires a showing that the 
individual making the appre­
hension had reasonable grounds 
to believe that an offense under 
the UCMJ was being committed 
and to believe that the person 

apprehended committed the cf­
fense. Jf this is established, the 
arrest is lawful and the arresting 
official is authorized to • conduct 
a search of the individual's 
person, including clothing, and 
property in his immediate con­
trol. The rea.rons underlying this 
rule are that the arresting of­
ficer should be allowed to dis­
cover weapons, anythin i.; which 
might be used to facilitate es­
CJpe or to recover contraband 
goods from the offense just 
committed. 

If a lawful arrest is demon­
strated, a search conducted of 
his person is lawful whether 
or not the individual was advised 
of his Article 31 rights, whether 
or not he consented and whether 
or not unexpected contrab1nd is 
found. To give an example, an 
MP sees a GI pay a Vietnamese 

. national with MPC. He arrests 
the GI, searches him and in the 
course of the search discovers 
marihuana. The arrest is lawful, 
the search reasonable and the 
marihuana admissible in a 
court-martial against the GI. 

With regard to the second 
kind of searching, the military 
has estab lished lhc commanding 
officer as a kind o! magistrate 
or judge with the power upon 
probable cause shown to order 
a search of the property and 
possessions of members of his 
command. This power is in addi­
tion to the power tJ hold routine 
inspections or shakedown in­
spections. The commander may 
delegate his power. In any case, 
he is bound to recognize the 
individual serviceman has cer­
tain rights to privacy. It is his 
responsibility to protect those 
rights and t:> insure that they 
are interfered with only for good 
cause. 

"Looks like 5/12 found onolher cnche." 

Redcat.chcr ! 

Re-up NCO 
Reenlists 
CAMP FRENZELL-JONES-

When Sergeant Fifst Class Leslie 
G. ~loen~e of Pasadena, C:irt, 
reenltsts m the US Army, he 
believes in keeping the cere­
monies in the family . 

Ploense, the career counselor 
for the 7th Support Bn., reen­
liGted for three years with the 
ceremonies being performer! by 
his brother-in-law, Air Force 
Major Rohert Manns, of Long 
Beach, Calif. 

Manns, who is an Air Force 
navigator on a "Spo:>ky" ?" un­
ship, m3de a 300 mile trip by 
plane to Bien Hoa Airbase and 
then traveled to Camp Frenzell­
J ones to reenlist Ploense. 

January 1, 1970 

'/1,,. Owplai11 .Sp,•11ks -t-
Where 

. God? IS 
By Chaplain (CPT) John J. Giammona 

People often bok for God in strange phces and not surprisingly 
they find him. Where is God? In He-:wen, in Church, in the Bible, 
in Nature, everywhere. Th:>se who lo:>k for God in these places will 
find a Heavenly or Scriptural or Natural or Ubiqu:tous God. Myself, 
I find these pictures of God difficult to personal;ze and love in a 
human and real sort of way. I look for God in you. A strange 
place? Maybe, but not surprising that is where I find Him-in you. 
I figure God gave me a clue where to look for Him when He Himselr 
becJme man k, live among U3 ar.:d He loved u s in a very human wRy. 
Go.:i is alive and well in you. To know you is to become aware of 
Him. As a Chaplain I find God in you, not when you pray or attend 
services put when I encounter you at the fire base, in the bunker, 
at the mess hall, along the road or back at BMB 0:1 st3nd,:,wn. When 
you arc most yourself, laughing, talking, worki:1g, drinking, sins:ing 
or just s itting around thinking and wondering about home and deros. 

-------------------------- Through you I become more 

Social Worker 

By PFC Jon Sweel 

CAMP FRENZELL-JONES­
When the pressures of war 
combine with the day-to-day 
mental and phys:cJl str"'tin, man 
is faced with one of his most 
challenging feats of endurance. 

When the pressure becomes 
overpowering and explodes into 
a thousand pieces of dead-end 
solutions, the Americ;1 n soldier 
in Vietnam may find an avenue 
of relief by seeking professional 
help. 

Such a professional is Special­
ist Five Robert A. Hinnen, a 
Wisconsin State University 
graduate in psychology and rn­
ciology, who is now the 199th 
Brie:ade's social worker. 

°Combat fatigue, drug addic­
tion, marijuana-smoking and 
alcoholism, mirit:11 difficulties, 
and situational maladjustments 
are ihe most frequent problems 
the soldiers bring to us/' Hinnen 
0£ Kenosha, Wis, Said. "We also 
come in contact with occasional 

aware of who God is and what 

E T 

• He means to me. }~ssen~ially 
; USeS enSt011,S God is someone who cares be-

cause you care, about your g-irl, 
wjfe, parents, brothers, s isters, 
men in your squad or platoon. 

psychotic and neurotic abnor- I would say th:1t is the most 
malities." outstanding insight into God that 

The soldier is counseled by 
Hinnen and a physician at the 
7th Spt Bn dispensary. Both 
evaluate the case and make the 
decision on whether t) refer the 
case to the 935th Psychiatric 
Clinic in Long . Binh or handle 
ii locally. 

"Combat fatigue is a nervous 
condition usually resulting from 
physical exhaustion • and fear of 
the fiCld," Hinnen said. "The 
soldier · might have seen his best 
friend killed and fears the same 
thing might happen to him." 

The average combat fatigue 
patient is placed under sedation 
for three days and then usually 
sent back to the field. 

"We usually plan a follow-up 
check on the patient within a 
week after his release," ex­
plained Hinnen. " In rnost cases 
they come out all right." 

One patient who expressed fear 
of returning to the field was 
sent to a psychiatrist who found 
the patient had a passive- ag­
gressive personality with fea­
tures of emotional instability. 
The patient was subsequently 
assigned to a job in the rear. 

"Most of our marita l problem 
cases usually result when the 
soldier and his wife have been 
married for a short time prior 
to his coming to Vietnam," 
Hinnen said. "They haven't re<>lly 
learned how to live together 
and form a common bond of 
trust." 

Hinnen estimates the majority 
of patients seeking help can be 
counseled at the local level, two 
out of every 10 are referred to 
the Long Binh center, and pos­
sibly one out of every 30 or 40 
is returned to the states for 
treatment. 

you give me. There are inru­
meral others similar to this, but 
I think you get t-he picture. 

3/ 7 Clerk . 
Also. Nurse 

Hy SP4 John Smilh 

FSB MACE-Specialist Four 
David C. Lay, a 25-year-old 
registered nurse from Wau­
konnsi, Okla, is presently work­
ing as the supply clerk in ·Head­
quarters Co, 3rd Bn, 7th Inf, 
199th Lt Inf Bde. 

"l . have held eight different 
MOS's since I joined the Army, 
ranging from inhntryman to 
typist," said Lay. · 

After graduating from nursing 
school, he worked for a year 
in a Catholic Hospital in surgery. 

When he entered the Army, 
Lay did volunteer nursing in a 
stateside Army Hospital. Then irt 
Germany, to help keep up with 
his profession, he worked in a 
c:vHian hospital. 

For the last three m
0

,:,nths, Lay 
has been helping the "Cotton­
baler" medics by working in 
the forward aid station and on 
MEDCAP's. 

Fxplaincd L3y: "This has al­
hwed me to keep up with 
changes in the field and t'> learn 
m :> re about the types of diseases 
associated with a tropic3l area 
such as Vietnam." 

After completion of his ser­
vice, his phns call for college 
t:> work tJwards a degree in 
nursing. 

---------
Numbah 

11 FNG 11 
Oil 

"10" is having a 
third watch. 
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A wards and Decorations 

The awards presented the men of the 199th Infantry Brigade are 
justly earned and are a small reward for the qutstanding job done. 
The men have shown great devotion to the Brigade and to their 
comrades in their units. 'Ihe men's actions reflect credit upon 
themselves, the 199th Infantry Brigade -and the United States Army. 
BRONZE STAR MEDAL Trp D, 17th Cav: PFC Elbert 

(Valorous) · f11~-u~~~: Co.: SP5 James W. 
2nd Bn, 3rd Inf: SSG David P. Jones; SP4 Ted W. McDaris. 
Adams; PFC Stephen S. B,tt-
cock; PFC Michael A. Bothfuhr; ARMY COMMENDATION 

~Ptr~~1/eiL~- g:;;,~;; f.Fir~~~ MEDAL (Valorous) 
SP4 Gary W. Buquo; PFC 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf: PFC Ro•ald 
Donald A. Burcham; SGT Coleman; SGT Buddy A. Fair­
William J. Carter; PFC Law- chi ld; PFC Eugene M. Galbreth; 
rence Dicamillo; SP4 Richard PFC Mark B. Goodman; PFC 
Dixon; SP4 Richard H. Fulk; Charles J. Gramberg; PFC Larry 
SP4 Peter Giorgio; PFC Bernard H. Morford: SP4 Robert G. 
A. Johnson; SP4 Theodore Nicho]son; SP4 John J. Pr!ce; 
Miller; SGT John D. Oxner; PFC SFC Johnny L. Rogers; FFC 
Michael J. Porter; SP4 John W. Willie L. Thomas . 
Hiler; SP5 Manual Roach; SP4 3rd Bn,. 7th Inf: \LT O,klaad 
Michael Romano; PFC Lloyd R. B. Adams, Jr.; PFC Mark S. 
Rossi SP4 Geo1·ge J . Siener; SP4 Bundy; SP4 David F. Frick; SP4 
Larry F. Sincell; PFC Douglas Wayne A. Gayton; SP4 Dennis 
E. Weaver; PFC Larry L. J. Honaker; SSG Earl M. Mer­
Wilson; PFC William D. Wilson. • death; PFC Joseph D. Murphy; 
2nd Bn, • 40th Arly: SP4 Larry SP4 John Yannuzzi. 
W. Daye. 4th Bn, 12th Inf: SP4 Terry 
3rd Bn, 7th Inf: SSG Ronald Ackman; SGT Paul Anderson; 
J. Hanson; SP4 Julian W. PFC Johnny Babbs; SGT David 
Hinkle; CPT George W. Watts, E. Bockenfeld; SP4 Roland 
III. Doyonj SP4 Jerry Gurley; ss:; 
1th Bn, 12th Inf: SP4 Carl Kenneth R. Kroehler; SP4 
Belmont; SP4 Barney M. Binh; Michael Mciver; PFC Joseph S. 
SGT Eddie Brown; SGT Michael Moorehead; SP4 Regaland C, 
D. Gervasio; lLT John Gwizdak: Pendleto'1; PFC Curlis Snyder, 
!LT Peter C. Joannides (2nd Jr.; PFC James Wright. 
and 3rd OLC); SP4 Emanuel L. 5th Bn, 12th Inf: PVT Morris 
Johnson; PFC William Lanrren- Abrams; SP4 Charles E. Amtel; 
bachre; SP4 Walter B . • May; SP4 John W. Cook, Jr.; SP4 
PFC David McClosky; SGT Rex Michael L. Wall; PVT David R. 
C. Moss; SP4 Thomas J. Rep lo- Welch; PVT Donald C. Williams. 
glc; SP4 G,ry Thompson; PFC HHC: SGT R,ndol,ph A. Bal­
Limon A. Turner; SGT Victor tero; SP4 Thomas F. Goodwin; 
C. Valva; PFC William A. SGT William P. Miller; MAJ 
Yndeska. Stanley A. Schrader. 
5th Bn, 12th Inf: SGT· John W. Trp D, 17th Dav: SP5 Patrick 
Bronson; SGT Donald C. Crosby; Dunningan; lLT Keith F. Young. 
SFC Fabriciano Diaz:...Diaz; SP4 

r:1~~~d~n~:1~!~errl~ ~a~J·
1t AIR MEDAL: 

Freeman; PFC William P. Kil-
coyne; SP4 Eddie E. Lamb; SP4 3rd Bn, 7th Inf: SFC Charles 
Robert T. Lewis; SP4 John J. H. Bivins. 
Pirozzi; SP4 Timothy Smith; SGT 

. Robert F. Stewart, Jr. (Cont'd on Page 8) 

ARVN Trades Rifle for Wrench 
By PFC Jon Sw.cet. 

Al the 199th Lt Inf Bde's 7th Spt 
Bn Motor Pool, "Charlie" seems 
to h3ve his Wl'ench in just about 
eve!'ything. 

Luan Huu Loa:1, known a:; 
"Charlie" to the meI' of the 7th 
Spt Bn, was employed by the 
199th at the motor pool a year­
and- a-half ago after he r~tired 
from the Republjc of Vietnam 
Army with 21 years of service, 
attaining the comparable U.S. 
Army rank of Sergeant First 
Class. 

"I was a farmer before I entered 
the Army," said the 47-ye3r-old 
Vietnamese through an inter­
preter. "I learned how to be a 
mechanic from the Vietnamese 
Army when I w,orked in a motor 
pool. 

Battalion Maintenance Officer 
First Lieutenant Lee Durren of 
Rochester, Mich, said Charlie can 
work 0 without any supervision 
at all ." 

"There's not a thing in this 
motor pool he can't do," Duiren , 
~xplained. "He understands very 
little English, so we just tell him 
th3t 'Engine run Number 10' and 
he figures out what's wrong." 

"I've seen liim pull a transmis­
sion and repair it without using 
any technical manual or refer­
ences," Durren continued. 

his Honda to work each day 
from a neighboring village where 
he lives with his wife and their 
10 children, ranging from nine­
teen years to one-year-old. 

"We are going to have another 
baby pretty soon/' the proud· 
mechanic said. 

Red catcher! 

199th Award 
Figures 
Released 

By PFC Jon Sweet 

CAMP FRENZELL-JONES 
L1test figures released by the 
Brigade's Aw.:irds and Decora­
tions Section show Redcatchers 
have · earned more than 13 500 
awards during the year 1969. 

"Army Commendation Medals 
for Achievement and Service 
are the largest percentage of 
awards earned by Redcatchers," 
said Specialist Five Victor A. 
Rivera, A&D administrative su­
pervisor from Altadena, Calif. 
,.Fifteen percent are valor 
awards." 

During November alone the 
15-man A&D staff processed 2,500 
awards submitted by unit A&D 
clerks. • 

"Because there are so many 
awards, we have to man our 
office 24 hours n day," Rivera 
said. "Supply shortages cause us 
problems foo. For a long time 
we <;ouldn'l get ARCOM cerli­
cates, so we finally wrote directly 
to the manufacturer in Balti­
more, Md., and got them." 

Rivera said processing awards 
takes from a matter of hours for 
medals such as the ARCOM and 
Bronze Star up to two years 
for the Medal of Hon:>r, the 
Army's highest medal, which is _ 
granted by the President. 

11 An outstanding soldier in the 
field could earn 10 different U.S. 
while he is over here," Rivera. a 
member of A Company, 7th Spt 
Bn, said. "He'll receive his CIB, 
Air Medal, a couple of Valor 
awards, and occasionally a 
Purple Henrt in addition to his 
achievement and service awards. 

"He can also receive the Viet­
namese Service and Campaign 
medals," Rivera continued. 
"Other Vietnamese medals such 
as the Cross of G3l1antry arc 
issued by the Vietnamese gov­
ernment for exceptional efforts." 

Final approval for ARCOMs 
and Bronze Stars is given by 
Brigadier General William R. 
Bond, Brigade commander. As 
of mid-november:, approval for 
27 SHver Stars for Redcatcher.> 
has been given by Lieutenant 
General Julian Ewell, II Field 
Forces commander. 

The only Redcatcher to receivt:! 
Presidential approval for the 
c::,veted Medal of Honor is Chap­
lain (CPT) Angelo J .. Liteky, 
who earned it for his heroic 
performance when Alpha Co, 4th 
Bn, 12th Inf engaged the enemy 
on Dec 6, 1967. 

"With our new spot award 
system, the Brigade commander 
can recognize men in the field 
with Bronze Stars or ARCQM._ 
soon after their valorous action," 
Rivera said. 

Pnge 3 

In the Fiel~~tJ"~ 

Brigade Summary 

NOV 21: 
.A lphn Co, 5th lln, 12th Inf, while sweeping an area 10 miles 

northwest of Xuan Loe, engaged an estimated 15 to 20 enemy with 
90mm rccoiless rifles and claymores. The enemy quickly withdrew 
leaving behind one dead and one wounded enemy and one enemy 
pistol. 

Meanwhile, approximately 20 
miles north of Xuon Loe, the 
1st Platoon of Comanche Co, 4th 
Bn, 12th Inf located and des­
troyed six eneiny bunkers. Near 
the complex the "Warriors" also 
found four enemy bodies es­
timated to be four weeks old. 
The bodies were credited to the 
"Warriors" battalion from a 
previous contact. 
NOV 22: 

"Warriors" of Delta Co. 5th 
Bu, 12th Inf received smnll 
arms, automatic weapons, RPG 
and mortar fire on their posi• 
lion 3 miles north of Xunn Loe 
from an estimated l!nemy com• 
pany. The "Warriors'\ with 
support from Charlie Horse 

gunships, "Shadow ", and other 
aircraft returned fire with small 
arms, autorr,iatic weapons and 
81 mm mortars. 1'he results of 
the three•Jlour contact were 12 
enemr killed, nnd one K-54 
pistol. one RPG launcher, three 
AK•47's and assorted enemy 
equipment captured. 

S hortly therenfter, Comanche 
Co, '1th Bn, 12th Inf, while 
sweeping an area 30 miles 
north of Xuan Loe engaged an 
estimated four enemy solrliers 
with small arms fire. Artillery 
was caHed in for support result• 
ing in one enemy killed by 
artillery. 

Later that same day Alpha 
Co, 3rd Bn1 7th Inf engaged two 
enemy approximately 14 miles 
southeast of Xuan Loe. One 
enemy was killed. 
NOV 23: 

Approximately 15 miles south­
east of Xuan Loe the First, 
Platoon of Alpha Co, 3rd Bn, 
7th Inf engaged six enemy with 
small arms. The enemy broke 

contact, withdrew immediately. 
While continuing lo sweep the 
area the "Cottonbalers" locsted 
and destroyed 20 enemy bunkers. 
NOV 25: 

While conducting a gl'ound 
reconnaissance, 25 miles north­
east of Xuan Loe, an element of 
Echo Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf en­
gaged an estimated 15 enemy 
with small arms fire. One enemy 
was killed in the aclion, and 
one AK-47 wo.s captured along 
with numerous enemy equip­
ment. 
NOV 26: 

Charlie Co, 5th Bn, 121h Inf, 
opera.ting approximately 4 miles 
north of X unn Loe, found three 
enemy bodies. The bodieR were 

- •" 
helieved to have been killed by 
the 5th Bn, 12t~ Inf in a 
previous contact. 

Alpha Co, 3rd Bn, 7th Inf, 
searching an area of a previous 
contact, located a bunker cbm• 
plex consisting of 26 bunkers 
with a trench surrounding then,. 
Included in the find was 76 
pounds of beans, 15 pounds of 
salt and one mess hall for up 
to 18 1,ei-sons. 1'he complex 
was destroyed. 
NOV 27: 

Al11ha Co, 2n,l Bn, 3rd Inf, 
conducting u bomb damage as• 
Hcssment mission 30 milcH south 
of Xuan Loe, localed 10 enemy 
bunkers. Continuin g their miH­
Hion the memberti of the 0 O1d 
Guard" disco,·crcd two enemy 
bodic1:1 believed to have been 
killed by artillery. 
NOV 28 : 

Elements of Alph a Co, 2nd Bn, 
3rd Inf, operating 20 miles south­
west of Xuan Loe, made contact 
with four enemy resulting in 
two enemy killed and two AK-
47's captured. 

Later in !he dny Alpha Co, 
2nd Bn, 3rd Inf engaged five 
enemy with small arms, killing 
one. 

First platoon of Bravo Co, 2nd 
Bn, 3rd Inf eni::(aged four enemy 
at 20 meters approximately 14 
miles southwest of Xuan Loe. 
The result of the acUon was two 
enemy killecl and two AK-47's 
caotured. 

Meanwhile Charlie Co, 2nd Bn, 
3rd Inf, conducting operatio...,s 8 
miles southeast of Xuan Loe, 
received sniper fire from sur­
rounding trees. An exchanee of 
small arms fire followed . Three 
~nemv were killed, two AK-47's, 
one SKS, and assorted field gear 
were captured. 

A reconnaissance element from 
Echo Co, 4th Bn. 12th Inf, con­
ducting a ground recon 8 miJcs 
northeast of Xuan Loe engnf(ed 
two or three enemy al 50 meters 
with small arms and aulomntic 
weapons. Artillery was called 
in for the action resulting In ore 
enemy killed and one AK-47 

<!Charlie also adds continuity 
to our repair service," Durren 
said. "What a new man doesn't 
know about a particular ve­
hicle, he can learn by watching 
Charlie." 

Members of the 60th Land Clearing Co move through t e Jung ~• soul west. 
~ Di~r:~-

Xuan Loe on a track personnel corrier. The men were engaged 1n on <!per.at1on 
coordinated with the 199th Light Infantry Brigade near the Dong Na, River. 

Co M Rangers, 75th Inf en­
gaged and killed one enemy 17 
miles northeast of Xuan Loe. 

(Cont'd on Pngc 8) 
Charlie works an eight-hour 

day, six days a week. He rides 



·Junuary: Capturing weapons caches stilled Tet Offensive. 

Fcbrunry: "Strnn glcr" nncl "Cocsnr" corditn opcrntions began. 

July: Huge food nnd supply caches captured. 

Lool~ing Back: 
New Years is traditionally a tiw.e for pausing b lo:,k b:ack at 

p33l acc:>mplishmcnts and forward to future expect,t:ons. In view 
of t.h:s, Redcatcher! thought it appropriate at this time to review, 
in a few words and ph:>tos, some of the high p::>ints of the 199th's· 
llsl 12 months and to generalize ab:,ul pr.:>specls for the future. 

Ju;t 3bout a y2ar ago, in Janu3,ry, 1939, "R~dc'.l.tchers" were bracing 
for an cxr,<~cted Tel holiday attack-an attack that, due b a!ert 
"Redcatcher" units, W3S virtua lly stifled before it be~an. A con­
tributing factor to the "Stiflng" was the recovery of several hrge 
enemy munitions caches-munitions that could easily have been 
u:;:e:t ag.1 .nst the Brigade and S1igon if they had rcm:1i •:d in enemy 
h;mds. 

During the next four months came the "Stranglers" and the 
"C:-~s::11-.:.," a pr.:>ductive series of five large cordon and se3rch opera­
tions s:mth of S::tigon. Together, the operations eliminated a t:>t:-1 
of 249 Viet Cong: and VC supporter.:> from the enemy ranks, and they 
still stand out as am::mg the mo.;t successful operatio:1s in the Brigade's 
short history. 

June was the "Move" month, when , after · two and a h31f years of 

Sc ptcrnbcr: ullcdcnlclwrs" r eceive HVN Cross of Gnllar 



lcatcher Reviews 1969' 

~ 

trJmping thr.:iugh the r:ce paddies around Saigon, the 199th m1Jved 
!Jr gocd into th2 th:ck ~ungle regions to the n'Jrtheast. 

I.1 mid-July, ."Re.:lcatchers" of the 4th Bn, 12th Inf uncovered a 
hrge enemy c:oche c:>mplex near Dinh Qua:1 . Four days of explora­
tion yielded over 30 tons of enemy supplies including soyibeans, 
peanuts, beans, salt, sugar, and gasoline. 

The Rt:,public of Vietnam hon ::H'ed the 199th in Septcm·ber, ?Warding 
the un :t th:? Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry for its actio:-?s during the 
1968 'let att::icks on L:mg Binh Post and Saigon. 

The hst few m)nths have seen a noticeable change in U.S . . 3ctivities 
thr,mgh.Jul V iet:Hm. " Vietnamization" bec :;!me a major goal of all 
uuits and the 199th has been c:mtributing signific.Jntly w:th its efforts 
Lo tr3ln -and upgr;.lde the 18th f'\.RVN Div a:1d als0 it; R? -:u:,j 1-'F 
training programs. 

Redcatcher! wi11 not aU~mpt to predict where the 199th will be 
next year at this time or what it will be doing, but we will venture 
i gue.ls, b::?se.:l on past perf.>rm -:rnce, that .wherever th:? BrigJd.2 goe:., 
:.u:::cesse.; s_m.br lo tho:.e acc1 u:?d this past yo.r, wm gJ with ii. 

~ 
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J unc: Brigndc 1novcs opcrntions to jungles. 

. ry. October: "Vict11c11nizntio11", the Brigade gets n new n1issio11 • 
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Signal Mountain: Key Communications Link 
Story nncl Photos hy SP4 Peter Naznrino 

SIGNAL MOUNTAIN-To 
the Vietn amese, it is called 
"Nui Chau Chien". To the 
Americans, it depends on what 
unit they arc in. To the men 
of the 199th Light Infantry Bri­
gade, it's Signal Mountain. To 
the men of Charlie Co, 53rd 
Signal Bn, it's "Hill 83711

• To 
the pilots of the 205th Support 
He licopter Co. (Gei·onimo) who 
drop in supplies, it's Gia Ray 
Mount.iin. 

This multi-named mountain, a 
famili ar s ite to many who 
oj)erate in the 199th area of 
operations, has an important role 
in the communications system of 
the Allied units operating in 
Long Khan h Prnvince and III 
Corps_ area. 

"This hill is· a key position for 
relay. We have both VHF (very 
high frequ ency) communications 
and FM communications. Units 
which could not c ,::mtacit other 
elements in the past can now 
contact each other through the 
equipment on this mountain," 
explained Captain Bruce Baccei 
of Charlie Co, 53rd Signal Bn, 
commanding officer of the units 
on hill 837, 

Signal Mountain and Nui Ba 
Den are the primary relay sta­
tions in the III Cor.ps area. 

Signa l Mountain, firs t occupied 
by the 53rd Signal Bn, in Au,eust 
1966, is now inhabited by men 
from various Army and Allied 
sig nal units. 

Carrying out the mission of 
r elay are the signal units of 
Charlie Co, 53rd Signal Bn; 11th 
Armored Cav; 2nd Bn, 35th Artv; 
2nd Bn, 45th Arty; Alpha Co, 
44th Signal Bn; 313th Signal Co 
of the 199th: a signal e lement 
of the 3rd Bn, 7th Inf; a line 
unit of the 199th whose base 
camp is below., the mountain. 
18th ARVN Division·, MACV 
Advisory Team 87, 104th Signal 
Squadron and the 1st Field Force 
of the 1st Australian Task Force. 

The non-signal units are the 
82nd Engineer Co, 507th Engi­
neer Bde, which has the task 
of water purification for the 
hill units and the 169th En)?'i­
neer Bn, 20th Engineer Ede 
whose personnel clear the peri­
me ter of dense bamboo growth 
and trees. 

Security is provided by the 
199th Light Infantry Brigade, A 
platoon of infantrymen from the 
various line units of the 199th 
who have had field experience 
and usually have 90 days or less 
left in country, man the bunkers 
surrounding the perimeter and 
make ground reconnaissance 

patrols. The plat:>on is com­
manded by Firs t Lieutznant 
Robert Chamberhin, a former 
platoon leader in Bravo C:>, 2nd 
Bil, 3rd Inf and the platoon 
sergeant is Sergeant Fi;-s t Class 
Frederick Strang. 

Logis tical support is proviaed 
by the 53rd S igna l Bn a , d. the 
199th Light Infantry Brigade. 
Bringing the valuable supplie3 
to the men of the hill are the 
Chinooks of the 205th Support 
Helicopter Co (Geronim:,) every 
three days. 

Medical problem s are h ·rndled 
by two II Field Force medics. 
If the problem is a serious one, 
the man is flown to. a ho:,pital 
by helicopter. Dental prob:ems 
are handled by mobile dental 
teams from II Field Fore~ or 
the 199th Light Infantry Brigade, 

During their free time the 
men play basketball, footba ll 
and pitch horseshoes. In their 
dayroom, movies are shown and 
soda and beer are sold. 

Making use of their relay posi­
tion and equipment, a MARS 
sta tion has been set up on Signal 
Mountain. This ,MARS station 
is an extension of the II Field 
Force MARS station apd shares 
the same time and frequency as 
the II Field MARS. 

During the day while the men 
are working, they are often 
entertained by the aerial acro­
batics of the jet fighters strafing 
the area below the mountain or 
the rolling flips of the OV-10, 
"Bronc:>'', before making a rccket 
run. 

At night the men watch 
"Spooky" strafing their tracer.; 
into the dark, suspected hiding 
places of the enemy. 

Amidst all the happenings that 
go on below, the men on 
Signal Mountain, Hill 837 Nui 
Ch,m Chien, or whatever it may 
be called, c:mtinue their relay 
mission, passing that important 
word th at c.:mld save the lives 
of many men or th~t could 
b_ring heat onto Charlie. 

Johnson's Ens t- thc mess hall on Signal ·Mountain. lLT Robert Chamberlain, Signal Mountain security 
platoon leader, radios back a situation report during a 
patrol on the mountainside . 
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S-5 Gives English Classes I' Nam Buffalo: Bully of the Pad~iesl 
By SSG George C. Conners 

CAMP l'RENZELL-JONES­
The Brigade Civil Affairs Office 
is teaching English to interested 
Vietnamese civilians working at 
BMB. 

Bi-weekly classes, geared to 
teaching conversational English 
with emphasis on proper gram­
mar and pronounciation, are now 
open to any civilian on post who 
wishes to attend. 

The program • is under the 
direction of Captain Donald D. 
Haas, assistant Brigade S-5 of­
cer. 

"The classes are quite an ex­
perience for the students," Haas 
",said in a recent interview. "The 
s tudents learn correct grammar 
and with what they learn, they 
become more effective in their 
jobs, Even the teachers benefit­
they learn Vietnamese as they 
teach English." 

Students in the classes, which 
are held Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons in the NCO Club are 
broken down into beginner, in-

termediate, and advanced sec­
tions. 

Specialist Five James L. Hod~e 
of Elizabethon, Ky, teaches the 
beginners, building conversation 
through co!"lcentrating on basic 
vocabulal'y and gramm::i.r. "All 
of my students are verv eaeer 
to learn and they're adv1ncing 
very rapidly," he said recently. 

Soecialist Four Ralph Olson 
of Honolulu, Hawaii. teaches the 
intermediate class. "ffs both a 
challeng:ing and rew:1rding job," 
he said. 0 My students really 

• want to learn, and it's evident 
that they study at home from 
their performance in class." 

First Lieutenant Herbert. 
Thornbury of Chattanooga, Tenn. 
handles the advanced class. ''At 
first I wasn't sure I could do 
a good job," he said, "but when 
I saw the enthusiasm of my 
students, the job became a 
pleasure. We use a textbook for 
the first 45 minutes, and then I 
bring out a book of pictures 
of the US or Europe and we 
talk about the land and people. 

l}y SP4 Larry Woody 

!'SB llLACKHORSE-,1me­
bo:ly, somewhere, goofed. Who­
ever drew up the tnininj! 
schedule for Viebam-bound 
troops has, either inadvertently 
or through carele3sness, c'.b­
le,ted an extremely vibl phase 
of basic infantry tr'lining, They 
didn'·t tell anybody how to cope 
with water buffalo. 

Every GI who has humped 
t·hrough the m1r.shy lowland 
paddies is familiar with this 
m:mster that lurks in the nipa 
palm and glai·es at you. The 
tc:,wl is cold, cynical, calculating, 
and plain all - around unnerving. 

And he's not all bluff, either. 
Toughe!1ed combat veterans have 
been known to flee without 
shame, in front of a charging 
buffalo. 

You aren't supposed to hurt 
them. Whe:1 they chase you, you 
have to shake . your head and 
click your tongue and say, "Bad, 
bad, Buffalo! Now look what 
you've gone and done-tromped 

all over my ole pal Elmer in the mu:l, doing whatever 
Friggett!" The1\ the bufblo'll buffal,> d:> wh:le thev stard 
stop what he's doing, stand sta- around in the mud. The little 
tue-st:11, and fix those big blood- tick birds spot the Gls first, 
sho-t eyes on you. He assumes and blow the whistle. The buffalo 
the appearance of a western glance up, and even very hr 
gunslinger; and you know he's awny, you can sec n big grin 
thinking, "You want some of start to grow across their ugly 
the same, fella?" And you hur- mu1.1.les. 
riedly flash your biggest, friend- One of them nudges his buddy 
liest grin, and say, upologetical- in the side und says, "Don't 
ly, "I sure am sony Friggett look now, Fred, but the1·e's n 
gJl in your way, Mr. Buffalo. bunch bf Gls coming across the 
I hope you didn't hurl your paddy, just over your left 
hooves tromping over him like shoulder." 
that. How's Mrs. Buffalo and "Gls in a group are called 
the calves?-fine, I hope. Well, an element," Fred conects. 11An 
J'd better be moseying along- clement of Gis is coming." 
'bush tonight, you know. Nice "O.K., O.K.,° snys the first 
to see you again, Mr. Buffalo, buff. "What sny we hnve n little 

• and again, I'm sorry thot bung- fun?" He snickers a nasty buffalo 
li:lg Friggett bothered you!" And snicker. 
y:m b~ck away, s-1-o-w-l-y, still "l wuz just thinking/' says his 
grinning like a cheshire cat. buddy. "Let's alert the rest of 

Sometimes buffalo are alone, the boys." 
and sometimes they go i 1 Suddenly, on cue, a unanim-
hunches. Herds, they're c3lled. ous bellow issues from the 
If one buff is b3d, a herd of cluster of buffalo, and they break 
the beasts is a downl'ight cata- like a football huddle. It's the 
strophe. They'll be standing there buffs vs tlle Gls, opening quarter. 

Duffs highly favored, and playing 
on their home field. 

0 Run!" hollers the point GI. 
"Here come the buffalo! Herc 
come the buffalo!" The clement 
needs no encouragement, nnd 
proceeds to scatter like lcnves 
before n dustsonn. 

"Whew!" puffs one of the buffs 
a while later. "Am I bushed! 
Some fun though, eh?" 

"Yeoh," pants a second buff, 
who'd left his GI cowering in 
a palm trcr•. "Great for the 
old waistline, too. 1'111 gonna tl'y 
to talk Ethel into joinin' us next 
time?" 

"Man, that wns close," gasps 
n GI ns he lies spr,1w led on the 
ground, wheezing for breath. 
"Them buffalos net like they 
enjoy nchasin' us like thnt!" 

"Don't be ridiculous," scoffs 
• anothel' GI beside him. "They 
only wind you' and instinctively 
react by aimlessly stampeding 
for cover. They likely didn't 
even realize we were a,,vwhcrc 
around! BurTnlo don't deliberate­
ly chase people." 

And the buffalo just snickers. 

New Doc 
'Enjoys' 
The Army 
Captnin Clifford Schultz, newly 
arrived Brigade preventive medi­
cine officer, snys he has cnioycd 
his tour of duty with the Ar·my 
very much-bul not enough to 
ever consider joining it! 

Schultz, n 29-yenr-old doctor 
from Oakland, Calif., has been 
on permanent assignment wilh 
the Army since c~ming on .:c­
tive duty in the Air Force last 
year. 

Explaining how this unusual 
situation C!.lmc obout in a recent 
interview, S::hultz said, "When 
physician:-i enter the serv:ce, they 
request the branch of the mil­
itary they would most like to 
be nssigned to." 

But since requisitions for med­
ical pCrsonnel arc sometimes 
submitted up to three years in 
advance, he explained, one 
branch occasionally ends up wilh 
an excess of doctors while ai,­
othcr has a net deficit. When 
this occurs, adjustments arc 
made by "loaning" personnel 
from one branch to unothcr. 

"At the present time, thcl'e 
are about 300 Air Force doctors 
assigned to the Army for this 
reaso:i," Schull.,. said, "and be­
t.ween JOO and 150 of these nrc 
in Vietnam." 

Schultz comes to the 19Yth 
from another Army unit, the 
82nd Airborne Div. 

He admits that being an Air 
Fot·cc doctor working £or the 
Army sometimes leads lo un­
usual situations. 

0 1 get some funny looks occa­
sionally," he said. 11 and I've an­
swered the question, 'What is an 
Air Force doct,.,r doing here?' 
about 500 times." 
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Brigade Summary 

A tired member of "Dnkotn" Co, 5th Bn, .12th Inf 
relaxes after hcnvy contact nenr Binh Loe Hamlet Nov 
22. (Photo by SP4 P.ctcr Nagurny) 

((;ont',1 from Page 1) 
Receiving the medals wet'e: 

Captain Kny M. Moon, .,Dak1ta" 
Co commanding officerj Staff 
Sergeant Paul D:minguez, pla­
toon sergeant; Sergeant Law­
rence Turney; Specialist Four 
Steven Keiser; Specialist Four 
Leonard Zarkoski; Private First 
Class Michael D::mish: Private 
First Class George McFarland; 
Fil'st Lieutenant James F. 

Deeble, 2nd Bn, 40th Arty for­
ward obscrverj and Sergeant .Lri, 
company interpreter. 

Lieutenant Colonel Diem con ­
gratulated the men for their 
performance during the attack. 

199th Brigade commander, Bri­
gadier General William R. Bond, 
also attended the cerem::my. He 
presented threr. Bronze Star 
Medals to Vietnamese soldiers 
for their part in the same action. 

HUT Upgrades RFs, PFs 
(Cont'd from Page l) 

the PF's were planned as well 
as the specialized HUT training 
program. • 

"When we started t:1lking with 
the PF's and RF's about par­
ticipating: in combined open1-
tions," Kraft recall ed, " they were 
app1·ehcnsive aboul the idea at 
first." 

The PF's and RF's lack of 
knowledge ,about Americans and 
wlnt they thought would be a 

• language barrier prov~d t.:> be 
unfounded after their initial 
c.>mbined operation with Alpha 
Company. 

According to Kraft the AWOL 
and desertion rate among PF's 
and RF's has dropped and the 
enthusiasm of the unit3 has 
increased since the battalio.) 
began working in the area. 

In discussing some of the re­
sult5 due to the HUT training 
pl'ogram Kraft said, "Their con­
fidence has incl'eased c.Jnsicler­
ably since they began working 
with the Gl's . Th ey have learned 
proper ambush defenses as well 
as the importance of strict Sound 
and light discipline." 

On a recent ambush Kraft 
was accompanying one of the 
PF platoons when il made con­
tact with the enemy. "They 
rallied immediately when we 
made contact," he said, "yelling 
1sat, sJt' (Vietnamese for 
'Charge'} and wasted no time 
assaulting the enemy." 

As MACV advisor to Regional 
and Popular Forces in Dinh 
Quan District, Kraft has the job 
of evaluating periodically the 
overall performance of units to 
sec how they are doing. 

"Although there, are still things 
they need," he said, "on the 
numerical and alphabetical rating 
scale the Army uses to evalu ate 
the units, they have increased in 
both areas in the last 5ix 
months." • 

"Now," said Kraft "you c:111 
spot-check any member of a 
PF or RF platoon and find his 
weapon clean. They are keepirig 
their compounds policed better 
and are building sturdy bunkers. 
Overall they are taking more 
pride in their units." 

Krnfl ~•tatcd that Hiere is de­
fin,itely an increase in re.:;pon­
sibility among the platoons in 
the district. "Recently two PF 
platoons rebuilt bunkers, cleared 
weeds and secured addiliorial 
materia ls needed to finish re­
building an old outpost to which 
they were assigned." Kraft also 
noted that the newly trained 
PF's from Lam-Son Training 
School at Vung Tau seem to 
have had stronger advisors. 

"In all areas", he slid, "there is 
a greater effort tu upgrade Viet­
namese units so they can take 
on more responsibility. 

"Things have really changed 
in the $ix months that the 199th 
Im$ been here," Kraft con­
cluded. "You can really tell who 
the soldiers arc now." 

Sad 
Christ,nas 

(Cont'd from Page 1) 
alw ays wanted lo go where he 
could be the most help to the 
most people." 

L 3rson had been in the Army 
over five years, but he eve-tually 
pbnned to leave the service to 
become a civilian nursC. 

A • card expressing the pla­
toon's aopreciation is on its way 
to the San Diego College group. 

Numbah "10" is going to the 
Aid station for your shots before 
and c1(ter R&R. 
l"'f.tC' 
. '< · 

By SP4 Peter Naznrino 
XUAN LOC-Mosl students 

would never expect to find thei r 
former teacher in a combat zone 
or in the same unit. But such 
n s!tuation exists in the 199th 
LiJ?ht . lnfanll'y Brigade. 

Major Jack Calvert, bri!:!adc • 
chemical ofl1cer. was an assic:t;mt 
nrofcssor in Chemistry at West 
Point from 1965 to mid 1968. 

During his teaching tour at 
West Point he taught two stu­
dents who are presently work­
ing in the Brigade. His two 
former students were First 
Lieutenant Alvion R. Kimball, 
platoon leader for Echo Recon, 
4th Bn, 12th Inf and First 
Lieutenant Patrick Moe, platoon 
leader of the Area Rifle Platoon 
f ARP'S) of 3rd Bn, 17th Air 
Cavalry, presently opconed to 
the 199th. 

M1jor C1lvert received his 
Bachelor of. Science (B.S.) de­
_gree from the New Mexic:> Mil­
itary . Institute. Lnter, he at­
ter.dcd the gradu'ltc school at 
Oklahoma State University and 
received his Masters Degree in 
chemist ry. 

Calvert entered the Army in 
1956. After two years in the 
Infantry, he was commissioned 
into the Chemical Corps. 

Calvert, a nalive of Post, Tex­
as, came in.to Vietnam in April, 
1969. 

As Brigade Chem ical Officer, 
Calvert is in charge of the Bri­
gade's Chemical Operations and 
activities such as the People 
Sniffer's missions, Defoliatio, 
prnjccts and investigations of 
enemy warfare activ ities. 

Replying to the question of 
whether he would teach again 
at West Point, C3Jvert answered. 
"It's hard to sny whether I will 
be able to 01· not. Sometime the 
opportunity may come up hut it 
doesn't happen of ten. It's usually 
only a one-time tour." 

Return to' Joy' 
(Cont',I from Pagc 1) 

dozers arrived the next day and 
leveled as much as they could 
befrire tbey too were lifte<l out. 

With no useable roads in the 
area, bod, water, ammu ·i•.ion, 
and other su9plics c:.>Uld reach 
"Joy" only by chopper. 

When the brief missio:1 ended, 
the two clements returned to 
"N3ncy". Most of the men were 
glad t::, ge t br:ck. Irn lated fire 
base "Joy", they bund, was 

. still a very easy place in which 
to feel lonely. 

Awards 
(Cont'd from l'ngc 3) 

PURPLE HEART MEDAL: 
2nd Bn, 3rd Inf: PFC Thomas 
Swain. 
3rd Bn, 7th Inf: PFC James E. 
Linderman; S:P4 Wavne Sapp. 
5th Bn, 12th Inf: PFC Jan E. 
Longstreth; SGT Ralph J. L eroy; 
SP4 Roosevelt 1 homas; SGT 
L:irry L, Turney. 

(Cont'd from Pngc 3) 
DEC 2: 

Bravo Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf, 
ooerating 23 miles southwest of 
Xuan Loe located seven enemy 
bunkers along with 150 AK 
rounds, 1 mort:ir, medic~} s:up­
plies and 30 pounds of r:cc and 
wheat. 
DEC 3: . 

In continued opera lions 
Bra\'o Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd Inf 
engaged an unknown number of 
enemy sni1>ers 25 miles south­
west of Xunn Loe. One enemy 
was killed in the action. 

Mcanwhitl! Delta Co, 2nd Bn. 
3rd Inf, sighted and engaged 
14 enemy with smnll nrms nnd 
automatic wenJ>ons fire killing 
two. 

Amnoximately 17 miles 
sou th.west of Xuan Loe. n recon­
naissance clement. of Fcho Co, 
2nd Bn, 3rd Inf, killed one 
c-ncmy and cuptured one AK_-47 
along with 13 pounds of rice. 

That same day, 19 miles 
,1'lrthwest. of Xuan Loe, Delta 
Co, 5th Bn, 12th Inf engarrccl 
nn estimated 10 enemy. The 
enemy broke contact and fled 
leaving behind one_ body. 

Charlie Co, 5th Bn. 12th Inf 
found one chicom bolt•nction 
rinc with a grenade adaptor 
wrapped in rags and hanging 
from a tree aJlJ>roximatcly 13 
mil£'s north of Xunn Loe. 
DEC 5: 

In an operation 10 miles norlh­
e:ist of Xu!tn L'>C, Charlie Co, 
3rd Bn, 7th Inf engaged, four 
enemy with smaH ar'TI~ a~d 
automatic weapo'ls, result111r 1n 
two enemy killed. ~nd one AK-
47 rifle nnd one SKS rifle cap­
tured. 

Delta Co, 5th Bn, 12th Inf. 
during a sweep of nn are~ 8 
miles northwest of Xmrn Loe, 
located one enemy body believed 
to be killed by the 5th Bn, 12th 
Inf in a previous contact. • 

Engaging "'" wiknow'"' 1:-i.,e 
e-emy force 1?. mile::i ~.:iuthwest 
of Xu,n L:>c. Alpha Co, 2nd Bn, 
3rd In f killed three enemv using 
onfanic wea<pons with hu~)ter­
killer And artillery in support. 
The "Old Gu,rrlsmen" captured 
cn~e A X-47 in the action. 
DF.C 6: 

Bravo Co, ::\rd Bn. 7th Inf 
engagl!d an unknown size enemy 
force 8 miles northc .... st of Xu,n 
L"IC with arti llery and fl hunler­
killer tc"lm in su.pport. Thr Rrd­
catchers killed one enemy in this 
action. 

With a light fire teqm in !:UP­

port, Aloha Co, 3rd B", 7th Ii,f 
engaged an unknown size el'emy 
force J1 milP.s southe'ls t n[ Xuei·~ 
Loe. The "Cottonbalers" killed 
one enemy and detained ano ther. 

An e lement of Deltt\ Co, 5th 
Bn, 12th Inf operating in an area 
12 miles southwest of Xuan Loe, 
engaged an unknow"l size enemy 
force, wi th supp1rt from ar tillery 
.1nd a hunter-killer team, the 
"Warrior" element killed one and 
captured one AK-47. 

Later that day Delta Co, 5th 
Bn, 12th Inf disc:>vered that a 
base camn wns i., the area. The 
"Warriors" called in artillery, 
hu.,ter- killer ~earns and ai r 
strikes resulting i 'l twenty-two 
bunkers destroyed and four 
enemy killed by artille ry. 

After the ail' and artillery 
attack was completed an element 

Kraft also monitors the RF and 
PF's performance on combined 
operations with U.S. units, 
briefing each platoon on its per­
formance, so they can correct 
any errors they might have 
made. "They want -to get good 
r.:itings," Kra£t emphasized, "so 
they keep their own chart.s for 
the members of the units to ~ee 
just h:nv they nrc doing." 

Members of the 87th Eng Co "hit the 
drink" to clear debris from the Dong 

Nni River for n bridge nbout 10- 1nile8 
north of Xunn Loe . (Photo hy SP4 Todd 
Weber) 

of the 5th Bn, 12th Inf swept 
the area engaging en unlfoown 
size enemy force. One enemy 
was killed and 400 pounds c-f 
peas were captured. 

An element of Brevo Co. 5th 
Bn, 12th Inf during a sweep of 
an area 19 miles northwest of 
Xuan Loe found one enemy 
b~dy believed t:-. h·we been dend 
about one-month. The KIA wa,; 
cred ited to the Recon elemerit, 
5th Bn, 12th Inf. 

A pl;1toon of Bravo C1, 4th 
Bn, 12th Inf located o-.1'1 de~­
troyed a 41-bunker c::,mplex 13 
miles northwest of Xu·rn Loe. 
Also found was one body. The 
KIA was credited to the 4th 
Bn. 12th Inf. 
DEC 7: 

Jn continued operations 9 
miles northeast of Xunn I •""· 
Bravo Co, 3rd Bn, 7th Inf 
located and destroyed a base 
camp consisting of 7 bunkers. 

An element of Delta Co, 5th 
Bn, 12th Inf engaged one enemy 
14 miles northwest of Xuan 
Lnc, resulting in one enemy 
killed in action. 

Another elemerit of Delta Co, 
5th Bn, 12th Inf operating in 
an area 10 miles norlhwt>st of 
Xuan Loe located and destroyed 
n 10 bunker complex. 

Alpha Co. 5th Bn, 12th Inf 
located and destroyed a 6 
bunker complex containing 
cooking utensils 11 miles 
northwes t of Xuan Loe. 

Al11ha Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf 
found three enemy bodies. Two 
of the- hodies were credit ed lo 
artillery and one wus credited 
to lhc 4th Bn, 12th Inf. 

Two enemy were killed when 
Brnvo Co, 2nd On. 3rd Inf with 
sup11ort by nrt.illcry engaged 
un unknown size enemy force 
11 miles southwest of Xunn 
Loe. 
UEC 8: 

The Rccon element of the 2nd 
Bn, 31'ci Inf engaged an unknown 
size enemy force ] l, miles south­
west of Xuan Loe. With support 
from Artillery and a Hunlcr­
killer tenm, the "Old Guard" 
clement killed three enemy and 
captured two AK-47 l'iAes. 

Proper wenr of Vietnamese 
Cross of Gallantry explained by 
DA. If presented to an indivi­
dual, the award should be worn, 
without frame, above the left 
pocket. If presented to n unit, 
it should be worn, with frame, 
above the right pocket. 
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