
•. t 

23rd 

24th 

28th 

FCF-9 ldth lJrJG Stuar"~ M. NOVAK, USN and Crew "1~n and PCF-93 ~'1ith J.J'f~JS 

Robert S. BELL, USN and C:r.cv "Tn aboro-d provided urgent NC.Ji'S xor E'\ 

Spo"t,tGZ" Aircraft in tho tlTl'was Sisters" a.rea" The units fh'ect 51 l~cv.:l6.. 

of SlNH DlOl .. tar ammunition 'While suppressing all ground firell ThZ f:2.:C,t.<:, 

evaluated. target coverage as excellento. Damage unknow due to hC~i"':Y 

foliage. PCF-90 ,dth LTJG Bru.ce fJ o· RUSSELL, US1s?R end Crew· tl"i,t'li ai)cz.:r::2 

tcolt P..ll e-lTSding, motol"izGd ~pan undar fire. in Oue. Song Ba"J Hap dos.,.. 

troyil'ig the sampan &"ld killing its 2 ooeupantsoDt.'t"ing the acJt,io;l,_ 

PCB'-90 l"eceived small I:U'm~ and automatic i:.reapons fire rl~cm the bo~ch 

which was suppressed uith retur.ned ~50 caJLiberrr~.chinegull fiTe~ 

PCF-9 ,,11th LTJG Stuart H. NOVAK: USl~ and Cl~ew liNt' abom'd pj;·orlded EGl"S 

for e. Spotter Airoraft in the Hon OhoIlg area aga.inst e. suspoctoo IIG 

stronghold 0 PCF ... 9 fil·ed 18 rcunds of SlJt·1 mortar 2.!i!l!'.uni t!,on. The 

spotter evaluated target coverage as outstandineo Drur.age unk..l1civ-;.t1 61.'13 

to heavy foliage" 

PCF-90 m:hh LTJG James O. CARTER, USN and CreH !fI" abOard made e."ii:i.s:it 

to Song Ong Doc with a. RHe from ijS:; CW4P (nza,..251) ~ Three hom~s 'HeTe 

spent renderinG medical aid and assistance to the villaeers end its 

garrison. 

PCF-5 with LTJG Tom 130 HAUi!,'Y ,I USN and Cre'lr1 "W' abOard and T,T James 

POOLS, DC, USlm.~ embro."ked, conducted a Cbrl.stmans UmcAP Operation 

on IIon Dqi" Chirstmas gifts '.fere provided ro:d a dental clinic "res heJ. 

FCF-92 ,dth LTJG Robert r II f,CUULTZ, USH, and Ol'e1tl flsn aboard pro-videc1 

UGFS for a Spotter Airoraft 'Vlhich ws recei vine small arms f:i~ra f:,:'c!'.1· 

the "Th...""ee Sisterstl OJ.·ea.. PCF-92 fired 19 rounds of Sir·it·1 mor-tc.U' i?n;m.u~ 

nition "1hile suppressing all ground fire.. TarGet dwnac;e "TaS un1mc~.·m 

due to heav.r foliaae~ 

PCF .... 73 with LTJG John 11. HORGAN, USN and Creu tlZ" aboard and POF-91 

with Ill'JG Jlobert P. FRc,.'IBERG, USHR and Oral·r "0" aboard fired 8. pl~~" 

planned. NGFS mission in the I1Three Sistersn u,:ea" 7-heuni ts f':trad 3 ~~ 

rounds of 8111l,1 m01 .. tar aammi tiollo The spott,er '-1as unable 'GO s··;;aluf:t.j 

targe"l; damo.Ce due to heavy fo1ia~(, 

FCFs from PCF Division 101 also detairl..ed many Vietnamese civilians" saTJ.pan 

and ju:nks during the period .1 October - ,,_ DE:cember 1966 as suspected. Comrrn.U1:i.s·C 

ins'IJI'gents, draft dodgers or Vie"l:,np,meso .l\rmed. Forces desert,erSa Detained pol'SC 

nel..l, 9ampel1s em junks vIere turned ever t.o Vi . .)tnl1lese o.1.ruhoritieso 'l"hese inci ... 

den'lis haye not been reported in the Division Dio.ry beoause usuaJ.1y no report it: 

received concerning final action by Vietnamese authorities.; 
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CONFIDENTL'1.L 

Mester stated that he had made the trip "a dozen times," 'using 

the same route ani had seen junks but never had stopped. 

The Master further informed the inspecting pe.rty that the 

ship was enroute from Sihanou.kv:i.lle" Cambodia to Hong Kong. 

However" a COMNAVFORV Intelligence check of the ship's agent's 

Saigon office indicated that TATIANA's port calls were changed 

prior to her arrival at Sihanoukville, from Hong Kong to Kobe, 

Japan. This contradiction of the Master's stetement, plus the 

fact that the vessel did not show naVigational lights and stopped 

in a large concentration of junks off a Viet Cong-controlled 

coastal area, added significance to thi~ incident. 1 

TATIf.NA was released b.Y Vietnamese authorities nt 2130 on 

7 September. Intelligence records indicated that TATIt~ did 

continue to Kobe, Japan vice Hong Kong. 

ht 2000 on 24 Septemb~r" USCGC POINT GrtEY detected several 

sampans close to the beach 63 miles southeast of hn Thai moving 

south along the coastal area of the U lUnh Forest. POINT GREY's 

Boston wbt:l.l.&r" which was sent in to investigate the contacts, 

reported the t several sampans were on the bench a.m that Do flash-

light signal was rec~ived from the beach. The whaler illuminated 

the closest moving target and thre~ man jumped overboard and swam· 

for the beach. When they did not heed warnill; shots, they were 

taken under fire. The sampan was destroyed by a large secondary 

explosion when it was taken under fire by the whaler. POIN!' GREY 

later received small arms fire from the bet.ch. There were no 

friendly casualties; VC casualties were unknown. 

1 COMNiWFOhV msgOS1040Z Sep 66 '- Intelligence sUnrnary 136-66 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

COASTAL SURVEILlANCE FOHCE 

An average of 67 u.S. units were on continuous MARKET TIME 

patrols during the month. 1 Two aircraft were continuously air-

borne on MARKET TIME patrols. Additionally, a daylight patrol 

of the South China Sea was flown during the dark phases of the 

moon. Forces were augmented by three additional PCFs. 

EVASION INCIDENTS 

At 0335 on 7 September, USCGC POINT GREY detected a steel 

hull contact d~ed in the wa.ter off the southwest coest of Ca 

Mau Peninsula 77 miles south of An Thoi. Fifteen junks sur­

rounded the ship, but POINT GREY was unable to determine if any 

junks were alongside. ~hen challenged, the vessel, which showed 

no running or range lights, got underway on course 130, at 17 

knots. The junks dispersed. 

The contact was visually identified a.s the French flag 

merchant ship TATIA.Nt. (7,026 gross t0ns). POINT GREY continued 

to shadow TATIl.NA but could not match her speed. USS NE\VELL 

(DER 322) was dispntched to assist, intercepted TATL'.N1'I. and 

delivered the oessage, "Your stopping in contiguous waters. in 

junk concentration indicates possible violation GVN regulations. 

Request you follow me to Vung Tau." 
\ 

TATll·JJA complied and upon arrival in VUI'lg Tau was inspected \ .. 

by the Vietnamese Ne.vy Third Coastal Zone Commander. Nothing, 

suspicious was found. The Master and crew of 36 were French 

Nationals./ The ship carried 2,900 tons of general corgo. The 

1 See Appendix I for MARKET TIME Statistical Summary 
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Qui Nhon proceeding in a southerly direction along th~ 

coast. When PCF 66 closed and illuminated the junk, 

it evaded and ignored warning shots. The junk wns des-

troyed by direct fire. Enemy casualties were unknown. 

17 - At 1235PCF 21 hailed llnd fired warning shots at two 

sampans attempting to evade to the beach 30 miles south 

of DaNe-ng. v~'hen the sampans continued evasive tactics, 

they were taken under direct fire and damaged. Small 

arms fire was racei ved from the ber.ch during this 

action, but was not returned because of the proximity 

of a village. There were no frierrlly casualties. 

21 - At 1650 USCGC POJNT ARDEN hailed four junks 86 miles 

northwest of DaNang off the DMZ coast. The junks were 

not fired on as they evaded llcross the 17th pllrallel. 

28 - USCGC POINT ClEAR fired on an evading junk 66 mil~s 

southe~.st of An Thoi when it failed to heed hailings 

and warning shots. Results werQ unknown. 

OPERATIOm 

Land operations supportod by l-I/.FiKET TnIE forces during 

September were as follows: 

14 - PC~s on routine lXltrol in nreas 7E and 8C, approximately 

100 .tli.les southwest '.01' Vung Tau" provided:"blocking forces 

for l.RVN Operation DAN CHI 261. 

18 CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENT Il~L 

15-25 - PCFs and ~I'Bs in area 1A 1 ,adjacent to t~ DM~ coast, 

participated in Operation DECK HOUSE IV by providing 

coastal patrols and anchorage security for the amphi­

bious force. 

19 - At 1930 PCF73 provided urgent evacuation for two United 

States ~pecial Forces and 35 Regional Forces troops 

surr,=>unded by Viet Cong 12 miles north of An Thoi. 

23 - peFs, patrolling just north of Qui Nhon in area 3E, 

. provided a blocking force for the Operations l,'lID 

CAMILU. em THAYER. 

Eight ROUNDUPs were conducted in September by ~UtKET TIME 

PCFs and PACVs. In all cases, nothing suspicious wa~ uncovered. 

The ROUNDUP operations were conducted in thr~e areas. Betw~en 

13 a~d 15 September tw:> ROUNDUPs were conducted in Vung Tau 

Harbor. Five ROUNDUPs were carried out in an area off the coast 

of Go . Cong Province near the mouths of the CUa Tieu and Cua Dai 

Rivers batween the 19th and 24th of the month. One nOUNDUP was 

effected off the coast of rhuoc Tuy Province, ten miles north of 

Vung Tau, on the 27th and 28th. 

MkRKET TIME units conducted two Search and Rescue operations 

during the month. On 17 September at 2130, two PCFs provided 

illumination in support of a SAR effort after two F4Cs collided 

20 miles south of Nha Trang. One survivor was recov.ered. On 

26 September at 1225, USCQC POINT ~NNEDY assisted in the 

recovery of survivors of a dO'Wlled "Q.S. Army helicopter 70 miles 

south-southwest of Vung Tau. Four survivors were recovered by 

19 CONFIDENTIAL 
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POINr KENNEDY's small boat. U.S. personnel casualties were one 

killed, one wounded and two missing. 

HOSTlIE FIRE INCIDENTS 

MARKET TDlE units on J;atrol came un:l.er attack on only a few 

occasions during September. In no case was there personnel or 

material damage. 

4 - At 2120 PCF 74 received automatic weapons fire from 

the north shore of Phu QUoc Island 22 miles north of 

lin Thoi. Fire was ro::turned resulting in a secondary 

explosion. 

14 - At 1110 PCF 55 r~ceived approximately 50 rounds of 

machine €;1lIl fire 80 miles southeast of DaNang. The 

fire was suppressed. 

17 - At 1840 PCF 87 received machine gun fire 15 miles north 

of Qui Nhon while c'los ing a small junk moving along the \, 

surf line. Fire was returned, but the junk successfully 

evaded. 

19 - At 1022 peF 63 received small arms fire from the beach 

45 miles north of Qui Nhon while closing to investigate 

a junk. Fire was returned. An obs~rvation aircraft 

reported that enemy casualties were one kill~d and one 

probable wounded. 

NAVAL GUNFIHE SUPPORT 

W.RKET TIME units contributed naval 'gunfire support on ten 

occasions during the month. Friendly forces suf f~red no casualties 

and enemy casualties were unconfirmed or unknown. 

20 
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1 - At 1415 USOGC POINT JEFFEriSON,and PCF 57 conducted an 

unscheduled gunfire support mission 100 miles southwest . , . 

of Vung Tau against an enemy troop concentration spotted 

by a FAC aircraft. Fifty-four rounds of 81rnm mortar 

were expended. 

- At 1500 USCGC POINT SlOCUM fired 44 rounds of 81mm 

mortar in. support of a reconn~issa.nce aU-craft receiving 

small arms fire 86 miles northeast of Vung Tau. 

2 - At 2050 PCF 51 expended 24 rounds of 81 mm FtE morta.r in 

support of friendJ¥ forces 30 miles northeast of Nha. 

Trang. 

? - At 1030 U:3CGC POINT WHITE and PCF 37 supported a recon­

naissance aircraft' receivi~ ground fire 185 miles 

southwest of Vung Tau on the Ca Mau Peninsula by 

expending 6'] rounds of 81mm m~tar. 

9 - At 2205 PCF 50 provided urgent gunfire support for 

friendly forces under attack 35 miles north of Nba 

Trang. .Twenty-five rounds of 81mm HE mortar were 

expended. At 0136 ani 0615 the following. day, the 

units provided additional fire support a;gainst enemy 

positions in the same area by expending 50 rounds of 

81 rmn mortar. 

12 - At 1825 USCGC POINT DUME provided urgent gu.n.fire support 

80 miles northeast of Vung Tau for a reconnaissa~ce 

aircraft receiving ground fire. The aircraft reported 

that three of the enemy possibly . were killed~ 
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14 - At 1145 PCF 10 provided gunfire support for a recon­

naissance aircraft under fire 50 miles east of An Thoi. 
r 

The aircraft took two sampans in the area under fire. 

The PCF later provided first aid and evacuation for 

two civilians who'were wounded by the aircraft fire. 

18 - At 0730 PCF 57 observed ground fire being directed 

against a reconnaissance aircraft 15 miles north of 

Qui Nhon. PCF 57 suppressed the enemy fire with.50 

caliber machine gun and 81mm mortar fire. 

26 - At 1315 PCF 77 teamed up with USS SAINT FRANCIS RIVER 

(LSMR 525) in suppressing enemy fire directed against 

Coastal Group 16 units 60 miles north of Qui Nhon. 

30 - At 1430 USCGC POINT BANKS corrlucted a scheduled gunfire 

support mission against ene~ positions on the west 

coast of Phu Quoc Island six miles north of An Thoi. 

Twenty-nine rounds of 81mm mortar were expended. 

MARKET TIME UNITS 

Three additional PCFs arrived in country this' month, boosting 

the total number in country to 73. The new PCFs, numbered 87, 88 

and 89, arrived in Qui Nhon aboard USS COMSTOCK (lSD 19) on 9 

September. 

The three PCFs -were assigned to inshore ratrols in area 

three which was realigned to provide seven vice six sub-areas. 

, High' hostile fire and junk activity in the area am the newly 

assigned boats were the factors that dictated the realignment. 

In another realignment, offshore barrier lines in areas eight 
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a.rxi nine were . moved to positi?ns closer to. th~ Ca :Mau Peniq;;ula 

and shipping la.nesto better intercept:. ,and identify ~rchant ships. . ..". _., .. ,'. 

, USS \JESTCHESTER COUNTY (LST 1167) relievedUSS FWYD COUNTY 

(rsT 762) at Vung Tau on, the first o~ the m.,?nt~ •... FID~ COUNTY had 

spel?-d 84 dqs on station servicing WPBs am PCFs in areas seven 

am eight. 

On 10 September MIUWS ,(Mobile Ins~ore Undersea Warfare . .. ..... " ... , :. 

Surveillance) Unit 1.3 relieved ,MIUWS U~it12 at VUD8 .. 'l.'au. 

On 20 September PACV (Patrol Air Cushi.on Vehicle) Division 

107 chopped to CTF 115 for a ,one-month period of evalllation of 

three Pl'.CVs operating as MARKET ',TIME units. 

USCGe POINT ORIENT was drydocked at DaNang for one day of 

emergency repairs. . USCGes POINT BANKS and POINT GANNET were 

drydocked in Bangkok . for a 12-d.al" routine maintenance check. 

, USS CURRITUCK (AV. 7) established a seadrome on J.Septenber 

at Cam ~ Bay. Patrol Sque.dron sq .f.l.ew SP5B aircraft on MARKET 

TDIE patrols both north to the 17th parallel and south to Phu 

~oc Island. CURRITUCK's aircraft completed patrols scheduled 

by CTF 72 in conjunction with P,3As based at Sangley Point, P.I. 

and SP2Hs flying out of Tan Son Nhut, Saig()n., The SP2Hs are a 

task group under CTF 115, but the other aircraft are prov;ided .... 

by CTF 72 for Ml'l.RRET TD1E operations on a ,periodic basis •. The 

seadr0m3 wasdisestablish~ on 27 September. 

,The following units were. un:ter OPCON of CTF 115 for patrol 

duti,es d.uri,ng September: , 
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