?‘)3.1 "

FOP74 with LT Jemes J. WILLWOTT, USN and Crew "C" aboard san s
evading junk in Cue Song Bay Hop, A1l occupants gseaped to tne veach "

FCP-9 with LEJG Stuart M. NOTAK, SN and Crew "H' and PCF-93 with IEJG
Robert Se BELL, USN and Crow "I ahoard provided urgent NGPS for &
Spotter Airereft in the "Throo gigteps” area, The units fived 51 yound
of S1M1 mortar ammunition while suppressing all ground fire, Tn2 &g
evaluated terget coverage as oxecllont. Damage unknown due o heav)
foliages PCF=90 with LTJG Bruce 9, RUSSELL, USKR ard Crew R mhcoed
tcok an evading, motorized sampan under fire in Cue Song Bay hap deog-
troying the sampan and killing ite 2 occupants, ‘During the avtlon,
PCF-90 received small arms and automatic weapons fire from the beseh
which wag suppressed with retarned .50 caliber machinegu fire.

231a PCF~9O with LISG Stuart il. NOVAK, USH and Crew aN" aboayd provided LGFS
for e Spotter Aircraft in the Hon Chong erea against 2 suspacted VO
atronghold, PCP«9 fived 18 rounds of 8111 mortar ammunitiods The
otter evaluated target coverage ad oubstanding, Damage unkncvn dns
to heavy foliage. '

24%h PCF-90 with LTJG Jemes O. CARTER, USN and Crew "X" aboard made & vieit
to Song Ong Doc with e HIG from Uss CAMP (DER~251). Three howrs were
spent rendering medical aid and assistance to the villagers end its
gerrisone ‘

a5th  POFw5 with LTJG Tom B. HANGY, USN and Grew nyo gboerd end LT James
~ POOL:, DO, USNR, embarked, condueted a Chrisimans 1=DCAP Operation
on llon Doi, Chirstmas gifts were provided ard a dental clinic was hel

27 FOP-92 with LTJG Robert . SCHULTZ, USH, and Crew 151 ghoard provided
NGFS for a Spotter Adreraft whieh was recelving smell arms five frem
the "Three Sisters" oree. PCF~92 fired 19 Tounds of 81MM morier eERu-
nition while suppressing ell ground fire. Targebt dumage was unlnoun
due to heavy foliage. :

28%h PCF-73 with LTJG Jobn H. MORGAN, USH and Crew "2Z" aboard and

BFCF-91
with LPJG Robert P. FRZIBERG, USHR and Craw POV aboard fived a pro-
planned NGFS misslon in xpe "Turee Sisters” avea. The units fired 3%
rounds of S1MM mortar ammuritlon, The spobier was unable ©O graluata

 target damage due o heavy foliagee

FCFs from FOF Division 101 alsc detained many Vietnamese clvilians, senpad
and junks during the pericd 1 October - 31 December 1966 as suspecied Commmist
ingurgenbs, draft dodgers or Vietnemese Armed Forces deserie¥s. Dotained po¥sc
nell, sampens end junks were turned cver ¥o Viotnmese suthorities. These incli-
denbs have not been reported in the Division Dicry because usually no yreport 1F
recoived concorning final acticn by Vietnamese authorities.
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CONFIDENTIAL
Master stated that he had made the trip "a dozen times,"'nsing
the same route and had seen junks but never had stopped
The Master further informed the inspecting party that the
ship was enroute from Slhenouhv1lle, Cambodia to Hong Kong.
However, a COMNAVFORV Inteiligence.check of the shipis agent's
Seigon office.indicated'that TATIANA's port calls were changed
prior to her arrival at Sihnnoukville,:from Hong kong to Kobe,
Japan., This contradietion of.the Master's statement, plus the
fact that the vessel dld not show navigational llghts and stopped
in a large concentratlon of junks off a Viet Cong-controlled '
coastal area, added sxgniflcance to this incident.1
TATIANA was released by Vletnamese authorities at 2130 on
7 September. Intelllgsnce records indicated that TATLANA did
continue to Kobe, Japan vice Hong Kong. :
it 2000 on 2h September, USCGC POINT GREY detected several
sampans close to the beach 63 miles southeast of An Th01 moving
south along the coastal area of the U Minh Forest. POINT GREY's
Boston whaler, which was sent in to 1nvest1gate the contacts,
reported thet several sampans were on the beach and that a flash-
light signal was receivcd from the beach. The whaler illuminated v
the closest moving tarqet and three men jumped overboard and swam-
for the beach. When they did not heed werning shots, they were -
taken under fire, The sampan was destroyed by a 1arge Secondary
exp1031on when 1t was taken under fire by the whaler, POINT GREY PN
later receiVed small arms fire from the bezch. There weretno

friendly casualties; VC casuaities‘were unknown,

L COMN, VFORY msg os1oaoz Sep 66 - Intelligence Sumary 136-66
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CONFIDENTIAL
o COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE

An average of 67 U.S. units were on continuous MARKET TIME
patrols during the m.onth.1 Two aircraft were continuouély air-
bo;ne on MAKRKET TIME pétrols. Ldditionally, a daylight patrol
of the Soutﬁ China Sea was flown during the dark phases of the
moon, Forces were augnented by three additionzl PCFs.

EVASION INCIDENTS

At 0335 on 7 September, USCGC POINT GREY detected a steel
hull contact dead in the water off the southwest coast of Ca
Mau Peninsula 77 miles south of An Thoi, Fifteen junks sur-
rounded the ship, but POINT GREY was unable to determine if any '
junks were alongside. W¥hen challenged, the vessel, which showed
no running or range lights, got underway on course 130, at 17
knots. The junks dispersed.

The coﬁtact was visually identified as the French flag
merchant ship TATIANA (7,026 gross tons).v POINT GREY continued
to shadow TATIANA but eould not match hef speed, USS NEWELL
(DER 322) was dispatched to assist, intercepted TATILNA and
delivered the message, "Your stopping in contiguous waters in
“Junk concentration indicates ppssible violation GVN regulations.
Request you follow me to Vung Tau,"

TATIANA complied and upon arrival in Vﬁng Tau was inspected
by the Vietnamese Navy Third Coastal Zone Commander. Nothing N
suspicious was found., The Master amd crew of 36 were French

Nationals. The ship carried 2,800 tons of gensral cargo. The

! See Appendix I for MARKET TIME Statistical Summary
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The folloWing evasion incidents also were recorded during
September: '
14 - At 0100 PCF 66 detected a contact 19 miles south of
Qui Nhon proceeding in a southerly direction along the
coast. When PCF 66 closed and illuminated the junk,
it evaded and ignored warning shots. The junk was des-
troyed by direct fire, Enemy casualties were unknown.
17 « At 1235 PCF 21 hailed and fired warning shots at two
sampans attempting to evade to the beach 30 miles south
of DaNeng., When the sampans contiﬁued evasive tactics,
they were taken under direct fire and damaged. Small
arms fire was received from the becch during this
action, but was not returned because of the proximity
of a village. There were no friendly casualties. , \
21 = At 1650 USCGC POINT ARDEN hailed four junks 86 miles Y
northwest of DaNang off the DMZ coast. The junks were
not fired on as they evaded across the 17th parallel. 'ﬁ
28 - USCGC POINT CIEAR fired on an evading junk 66 miles
southeast of An Thoi when it‘failed to heed hailings
and warning shots. Results were unknown.
: -  OPERATIONS
Land operations supported by M.RKET TIME forces during
September were as follows: | .
14 - PCFs on routine patrol in sreas 7E and 8C, approximately
'100.miles southwast -of Vung Tau, provided-blocking forces

for ARVN Operation DAN CHI 261,

18 CONFIDENTIAL
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15-25 - PCFs and WPBs in areé 141, adjacent to the DMZ coast,
perticipated in Operation DECK HOUSE IV by providing
coastal patrols and anchorage security for the amphi-
bious force. '

19 - At 1930 PCF 73 provided urgent evacuation for two ‘United
States Special Forces and 35 heglpnal Forces troops
surrounded by Viet Cong 12 miles north of An Thoi.

23 - PCFs, patrolling just north of Qui Nhon iﬁ area 3B,

| - provided a blocking forcé for the Operations WIID
CAMILLA and THAYER..

Eight KOUNDUPs were conductad in September by MARKET TIME
PCFs and PACVs. In all cases, nothing suspicious was uncovered,
The ROUNDUP operations were comducted in three areas; Between
13 a?d 15 September two ROUNDUPs were conducted in Vgng Tau
Herbor. Five ROUNDUPs were carried out in an area off the coast
of Go Cong PTov;nce near the mouths of the Cua Tieu and Cua Dai
Rivers between the 19th and 24th of the morth. One LOUNDUP was
effected pff the coast of Phuoc Tuy Province, ten mileg north of
Vung Tau, on the 27th and 28th.

MLRKET TIME units conducted two Search and Lescue operations ’
during the month, On 17 September at 2130, two PCFs prdvided
j1lunination in support of a SiR effort after two FiCs collided
20 miles south of Nhe Trang. One survivor was recovered. On
26 September at 1225, USCGC POINT KENNEDY assisted,in the
- recovery of survivors of a downed U.S. Army helicopter 70 miles

south-southwest of Vung Tau. Four survivors were recovered by

19 ' CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED




CONFIDENTIAL R
PbiNT KENNEDY's small boat, U.S. personnel casualties were one
killed, one wounded and two missing.
HOSTILIE FIRE INCIDENTS
MiRKET TIME units on patrol came under attack on only a few
occasions during September. In no case was there psrsonnel or
material damage,
L, = At 2120 PCF 74 received automatic weapons fire from
the north shore of Phu Quoc Island 22 miles north of
in Thoi, Fire was returned résulting in 2 secondary
explosion.
14 = At 1110 PCF 55 received approximately 50 rounds of
machine gun fire 80 miles southeast of DaNang. The
fire was suppressed,
17 - At 1840 PCF 87 received machine gun fire 15 miles north
of Qui Nhon while closing a small junk moving along the \,
surf iine. Fire was returned, but the junk successfully n
evaded,
19 = At 1022 PCF 63 received small arms fire from the beach .
L5 miles north of Qui Nhon while closing to investigate AN
& Junk, Fire was returned. An observation aircraft N
reported that enemy casualties were one killed and one ™.
probable wounded,
AVAL GUNFIKE SUPPORT
M.RKET TIME units contributed naval gunfire support on ten
occasions during the month, Friendly forces suffered no casualties
and‘enemy casualties were unconfirmed or unknown,

20 CONFIDENTIAL
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1 = At 1415 USCGC POINT JEFFERSON and PCF 57 conducted an
unschediled gunfire ‘support nission 100 pliles gsouthwest
of Vung Tau against an enemy troop concentration spotted
by a FAC aircraft. Fifty—four rounds of 8irm mortar
were expended, L '

~ At 1500 USCGC POINT SIOCUM fired 44 rounds of 81mm
mortar in support of a reconngissance aircraft receiving
small arms fire 86 miles northeast of Vung Tau. |

2 - At 2050 PCF 51 expended 24 rounds of 8imm HE mortar in
support of friendly forces 30 miles northeast of Nha
Trang.

5 = At 1030 USCGC POINT WHITE and PCF 37 supported a recon-
naissance aircraft receiving ground fire 185 miles
souihwest of Vung Tau on the Ca Mau Peninsula by
expending 67 rounds of 81mm mortar.

9 - At 2205 PCF 50 provided urgent gunfire support for
friendly forces under attack 35 miles north of Nha
Trang. Twenty-five rounds of 81mm HE mortar were
expended. At 0136 and 0615 the following day, the
units provided additional fire support against enemy
positions in the same area by expending 50 rounds of
&1mm moftar.

12 - At 1825 USCGC POINT DUME provided ﬁrgent gunfire support
80 miles northeast of >Vung Tau for a reconnaissance
aircraft receiving ground .fire. The aircraft‘reported
that three Qf the enemy possibly were killed,

2t CONF IDENTIAL
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4 - At‘ 1145 PCF 10 provided gunfire support for a recon-
naissance aircraft urder fire 50 miles east of An Thoi.
" The aircraft took two sampans in the area under fire,
The PCF later provided first aid and evacuation for
~ two civilians who were woumded by the aircraft fire.

18 - At 0730 PCF 57 observed ground fire Eeing directed

‘against a reconnaissance aircraft '1 5 miles north of
- Qui thn. PCF 57 suppressed the enemy fire with .50
. celiber machine gun and 8imm morter fire.

26 ~ At 1315 PCF 77 teamed up with USS SAINT FRANCIS RIVER

| (ISMR 525) in suppressing enemy fire directed against
Coastal Group 16 units 60 miles north of Qui Nhon.

30 - At 1430 USCGC POINT BANKS corducted a scheduled gunfire
support mission against enemy positions on the west
coast of Phu Quoc Island six miles north of An Thoi.
Twent y=nine rounds of 8imm mortar were expended.' o

MARKET TIME UNITS

Three additiopal PCFs arrived in country this month, boosting
the total number in country to 73, The new PCFs, numbered 87, 88
and 89, arrived in Qui Nhon aboard USS COMSTOCK (ISD 19) on 9
September,

The three PCFs were assigned to inshore patrols in area
three which was realigned to provide seven vice six sub-areas,
High hostile fire and junk activity in the area and the newly
assigned boats were the factors that dictated the realignment.

In another realignment, offshore barrier lines in areas eight
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and ﬁine‘were. ‘moved to positions closer‘tq-’the_Ca ‘Mau Peninsula
a.nd shipping lanes to better intercept .and identify merchent ships.

USS WESTCHESTER COUNTY (LST 1167) relieved USS FLOYD COUNTY
(1ST 762) et Vung Tau on the first of the month. FLOYD COUNTY had
spend &, days on station servicing WPBs and PCFs in areas seven
ard eight, L . _ .

On 10 September MIUWS .(Mobile Inshore Undersea Warfare
Surveillance) Unit 13 relieved MIUWS Unit 12 at Vung Tau.

On 20 September PACV (Patrol Air Cushion Vehicle) Division
107 chopped to CTF 115 for a one-month period of evaluation of
three PACVs operating as MARKET TIME units.

USCGC POINT ORIENT was drydocked at DaNang for one day of
emergency repairs, = USCGCs POINT BANKS and POINT GANNET were
drydocked in Bangkok for a 12-day routine maintenance check.

. USS CURRITUCK (AV 7) established a seadrome on 3 .September
at Cam Ranh Bay. Patrol Squedron 50 flew SP5B aircraft on MARKET
TIME patrols both north to the 17th parallel and south to Phu
Quoc Island, CURRITUCK's aircraft completed patrols scheduled
by CTF 72 in conjunction with P3As based at Sangley Point, P.I.
and SP2Hs .flying out of Tan Son Nhut, Saigon., The SP2Hs are a
task group under CTF 115, but the other aircraft are provided - -
by CTF 72 for MARKET TIME operations on a periodic basis. - The
seadrome was disestablished on 27 September,

.The following units were urder OPCON of CTF 11 5 for patrol

duties during September:
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