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HERAIDRY

3 Descrirtion of Unit Crest

The "Scoldiersz of the Sky" err:ct approved by the Institute of Heraldry,
United States irmy, and suilicrized for wear by members of this unit,
cansists of a gold colored metal and enamel insignia 1 inches in height.
The coampenent:s are & blue annulate surmounted by a pair of gold wings
with a black belt barbed and flighted with gold., Beneath the basic
insignia ané erossing over the bolt is a gold scroll inseribed with

"Soldiers of the Sky" in black letters.

SYMBOLISM
Ths wﬁ;gs rerresent the aviation function of the battalion, The balt

8o rzrarred Lo as a "guerd" is an arrow used with the cross bow and

B

represents the military personnsl transparted by the battalion, Ths
annulate, symbol of fidelity, refers to falthfulness to duty. The bolt
and annulate also suggest the characters one and zero which coarresponds
to the battalion's numsrical designatim,



UNIT

HQ, 10TH ABC

HQ & HQ Co, 10TH AZC
130TH MED DET 0/a
339TH LVN DET (DIV)

ORGATIZATIONAL CELRT

LOCATION
Dong Ba Thin, RVN
Dong Ea Thin, RUN
Dong Ba Thin, RVN
Dong Ba Thin, RVN

96377
96377
96377
96377

48TH AVIATION CCMPANY
(ASSAULT HELICOPTER)

286TH MED DET 0/a

Ninh Hoa, RVH

. Ninh Hoa, RVN

96240

96240

92ND AVILTION COYPANY
(4SSAULT HELICOPTER)

Dong Ba Thin, RVN

96377

155TH AVI.TION COMPANY
(4SSAULT HELICOFTER)

8TH MED DET O/A

Ban Me Thuot, RV
Ban Me Thuot, RVN

96297
96297

192ND LVIATION COMPANY
(4SSLULT HELICOPTER)

198TH MED DET
363RD LVN DET (DIV)

Phan Thiet, RVN
Phan Thiet, RVN
Phan Thiet, RVHE

96317
96317
96317

2/3RD iVILTION COMPANY
(£SSLULT SUFPORT
HELICOPTER)

Dong Be Thin, RVN

96377

281ST ;VI.TION COMPANY
(ASSAULT HELICOPTER)

Fha Trang, RVN

96240



Area of Operations

The "esignated area of operations for the 10th Aviation Battalion
(Combet) is the seven southern provirces of the II Corp Tacticsl Zome.
The following list is of those seven provinces in southern II Corp:

Binh Thuan, L~m Dong, Ninh Thuan, Tuyen Duc, Quang Duc, Khanh Hoa, and
Darlac. These provinces have e common border of zlrost 100 miles with
Ccmbodia on the west, ~nd tge& enjoy an eastern border of over 280 miles
with the warn Souvth China Sea. |

The geograrhic regions of thies area may be generally cdivided into
the cocstal plain, the mount~in region, and the plateru region. The
Vietnamese gencoast has an impressive length in proportion to the
narrovness of the country. And it is the sea to which many of the
people of Vietnam turn oas their maln feod md economic scurce. The
rlentiful abundsnce of scafoods is sustained by the numerous fishing
hamlets located all clong the senshore. Salt is obtained from the
occan in severnl large multicolored cvaporation forms scesttered aloqg
the const. The constrl plain occupies thst narrow zens between tbo;
mountains and is itself varied in -gecmorphelogy. In some arecs richi
silica depesits dominate this gzone, vhersas in areas where rivers fléw
into the sea, wide alluvinl deposits are prevalent. The rich silt
deposits of these strenns and rivers are nainly devoted to ricee agri?ulture
with as nhny as four crops per yeer being grouh in somo arens. Natuﬁa
harbors erc abundant along the coast ~nd C-n R-nh is snid to be one !
of the finest natural harbors in Asia, Tho pripery cozstal cities in
this region nre Finh Hoa, Fha Trang, Phon Reng, and Phon Thiet. Tt is
Phon Thiet that is reputed to be the ruoc marm center of Vietnar. This sauce

is produced from sclt-wator fish and is uscd by the Vietnanmese to season

their food.




The ncuntodn rogion oxtends generally along a north-south line

and ranges up to over 6800 feet in elevation near Dalat. Iklat is
the largest city in the mountain rcgion and ig surrounded by pine covered
ﬁills overlooking lakes some 4000 fect above sea level. This city was
founded in 1893 by the famous French docter Yersin, who recognized
the site's health-giving qualities. The surrounding.area is a famcus
hunting arca fer tiger, panther, lecpard, clephant, stog, benr, peecock,
phecsant, and jungle fowl. The city itself is very picturesque and
shows the French influence in its builcding designs. E ch chalet-style
villz, with its carcfully tenced lawns and gardens of cannzs, glalioli,
hibiscus, roses, minosa, bougrinvillaea, and others, stonds in a pork
of its own. Oultivation in the mountian region is linited to small
cleared arcas thet are sometimes on steap slopes. These are tended
one or two yecars with no regard for conservation practices and then

; abandoned. The balance of this region is covered with Zense multistory

i rain forests,

| West of the pountains is the plateau region, and this zone

: conprises a good portion of Darlac province. The terrain is gently
rclling hills and where not under cultivaticn is covered by a thick

- growth of grass that mey raacﬁ eight to ten fest in height. Ban Me Thout

'is the principal city of the plateau region and is the hub of .21l

* major land and air routes in this western region. This city is 2lso

tthe traditicnal capitol of the Montopgnard tribes located in the

plateou and swrrounding mountain region. There cre numerous tribes

and tridel groups in this area, but the largest is the Kadle whoso

influence extends from Kontur to Ban Me Thout.
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Veather throughout the area can be divided into ths summer

nénsOon, June through September, 2nd the wintor monsoon, Novenber
through Zpril, with the months of May and Octoter as periods of
transition. During the summer tho winde are southwesterly bringing
rain to the plateaus and mountainous areas. The winter monsoon
brings a northeasterly flow w_ith’ rains yredominately to the east of the
mountairs, The ‘bwéa coastal provinces of Binh Thuzn end Ninh Thuan are
gencrally unaffected by cither seascn.

While these seven lrovinccs are the general area of operctions,
the 10th AB(C) has on mmy occasions flown further north to Pleiku,
Kontum, Phu Bon, P Yen, and Binh Dinh provinces to support operations

in these arecs.
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HISTORY

On 23 imgust 1965, tho I'“-dewsrirsand Hezéquartcrs Company, 10th
Iviation Battelion was activated at Fort Benning, Georgia. On 15 October
1965, a sm2ll advancg porty for the battalion arrived at T n Son Nhut
#r Basc to detcrnine the destiration and assignnent of the unit. The
advance pa;rty was bricfed at Hecodquarters, USZRV and wes notified thot
the 10th Aviation Battalion was assigned to the 12th Aviation Group. The
location scloctod for stationing the new unit was Déang Bz Thin, a snall
strip of land cn the westurn shorc of Can Ronh Bay. Vhen the advance
party arrived on 17 October, they found the mainland side of the bay had
beon inproved only to the extent that a snall dirt b.irstrip and & Special
Forccs Detachment, B-51, wers precariously perched on the only dry grownd

in the vicinity., Basiexlly, the Dong Ba Thin arca was a swamp with dense

" jungle vegctation, inundatcd by the hetvy rains of the monsocn season,

Tho advcnco_party sclected the injtial site end stai‘ted a clcaring
opcration to further inmprove the arca.

it 1000 hours on 28 October 1965, ti:e MSTS McGraw docket at Can Ranh
éoy end by 1500 hours the nmoin body of the 10th Aviation Battalion had
arrived ot Dong Ba Thin. The total movescat time had been 18 days. The
new arrivals wore greeted by Major Constance of the 117th Aviation Conmpany
Major Wiggins, of the 129th Aviction )Cc-npmy. The 117th and 129th were
the first two companics to bocomc members .of tho Battalion. Tho third unit
to join the 10th Battalion was thc 48th /viation Company, which arrived
at Phon Rang, approxinately 25 miles south of Dong Ba Thirn, on 26 November

1965,



v

On 25 Decemdor 1965, the 145th Airlift Platoon wis assigmed to the

10tk Bottelion with hene stztion at Nha Trang, RVN. This platoon was

assigned the mission to provide heiicoptcr suppcrt and transportation for
the Headquarters, 1 Ficld Forces, Vietnem, .‘

As the year drew te a close the 10th .viation Bottalion was composcd
of the 48th Aviation Compeny, the 117th Lviation Company, the 129th
hviation Comprny and their suprorting detichnents, ‘the 145th 2irlift
Plztoon, znd Headquarters and Hcadquarters Conpany.,

The 10th Lviation Battalion was relenscd fronjthc 12th ALviction
Group and assigned to the 17th Aviation Group on l;March 1966. This action
reduced the distence to the noxt higher Headqwtc—xis fron 170 nautieal
nilcs to 15 navtical milos (Nha Trang versus Scigon), which materially
improved the responsivencss of command and adminis*lémtivo actions.

On 10 March 1966, the 135th Lviation Cempary (FWLT) was assigned
to ths 10th Bsttalion under opercticnal control of Hoadquarters, 1 Fiold
Forces, Victnan, The 281st Aviation Compony was assigned to the Battalion
on 14 July 1966 and was under the operational control of the 5th Speeial
Forces Group loceted in Nha Trang. The 183rd Lvi:tion Conmpamyy (Recon-
noissance Adrplane) was stationed at Dong Ba Thin in latc June and was
assigncd to the Battalicn on 14 July 1966, With the addition of this
unit, tho ranks of the 10th Zviation Battzlion had swollen to enconpass
six aviation companics engaged in almost every asf.*cct of combat and combat
support activity in the II' Corps Tacticul Zone,

As the calendor year 1966 canc to a close, the 10th Coobet Avistion
Battalion was composed of the following units and their supporting
dotachnents: Hezdquarters and Headquartsrs Conpany; 48th Assault Helicopter
Company; 281st Assault Belicopter Company, 129th Assault Halicopter Company;
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117th fssould Helicorter Compony ond the 180th Assault Support
. Belicopter Conpany.
During 1967, a year of cffervesccnee, the Vagabends underwent a
complete transformation in orgenization. The 48th was lost to the 268th
Combat .iviation Battalion cffective 1 Scptanber 1967, The 6lst Assault
Helicopter Company arrived in Qui Nhon on 15 Hovenmber 1967 and was welcoped
and briefcd by the Vagobonds at their new home at 4n Son. The 6lst was
declarcd operational on 20 Deccmber 1967 and was given the nission of
Generzl Support of II Cerps. The 92nd Assoult Helicepter Compony arrived
at Con Ranh Boy on 23 Novenber 1967 and was wclcone and briefed that
sone doy at Dong Ba Thin, Tio Conmpany was declired oper:;tional on 12
Dececber and two days later provided zviation support to the >lst. Brigade,
101st Lirborne Divisicn, On 1 Septocber 1967 the 129th was released
‘fron the 10th Eattalien and rcassigned to the 268th Conbat fviation Battalion.
The 10th Battalion was aasigned a sccond Chincok company on 9 Novenber
1967. This wos the 243rd Assault Support Heliccpter Corpany which nade
:it's home in Dong Bz Thin, The 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company

was with the 10th Battalion until 15 November 1967, at which time they
were also reassigned to the 268th Combat Aviation Battalion. The 196th
Assault Support Helicopter Compeny was assigned to the 10th Battalion to
replace the 180th on 15 November and continued to operate from it's home

base at Lane Army Heliport, An Son, RVN.
The year 1968 brough‘t' new additions to the Battalion and a few dele~-

tions, The 117th was reassigned to the 12th Combet Zviation Group
effective 1 January 1568, On 15 January 1968, the 192nd Assault Helicopter
Company was assigned to the 10th Battalion and was promptly pleced in
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Company wxs assignec to the i10th Dattalion and wes promptly placed in

direct support of the 3rd Dattalion, 505th Infantry at Phan Thiet, 1
June 1958 brouzht the last trunsformztion of the 10th Battalion as two
units were acdced anc two reassigned, New units were the L8th dssault
Helicopter Company, which was given the primary mission of providing sup-
port for the 9th ROX Infantry Division at Ninh Hoa, ancd the 155th Assault
Helicopter Company whose assets went to the 23rc ARVN Division, Special

Forces, .nd MiCV units cround the Ban Me Thout zreax. Units depurting the <

77

B:ttalion were the 51st Assault Helicopter Company and the 195th issault
Support Helicopter Company, These units were reassigned to the 268th
Combat aviation Dattolion,

4is of 1 June 1968, the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion was composed of
the followinz units and their supporting detachments: Headquarbtrs and
Hexdquarters Company 2t Donz Ba Thin; the 48th .issault Helicopter Company
at Minh Hoz, the 92nd issault Helicopter Company 2t NDong Ba Thin, the
155th lssault Helicopter Company it Ban Me Thout, the 192nd Assault Heli-
copter Company 2t Phan Thiet, the 201st Assault Helicopter Company st
¥ha Treng, and the Z23rd Assault Support Heliconter Company st Dong DBa

Thin,
w_th the composition of the 10tha Combat lwviction Dettalion expericne-
ing no chunges during the rem:inder of 1652 and 211 of 1959, things begen

to ciinze in the lotter hilf of 1970, On 13 luzust, the 192nd Assault
Helicopter Compony moved from LZ Detty at Phan Thiet to Phan Rang AB,

Phan xng, VN, On 15 October, the 153rd Reconnaissance Airplane Company
loc.ted et Dong L5 Thin wis welcomeC back to the 10th Combat Aviation
settasion from 'the 223rd Combat Aviation Battalion, At the end of October



the Z81st Asscult Helicoster Company at Nha Trang closcd out combet
operations in IWN in prenur:tion for deactivation, Deactivation ceremonies
were held on 1 December 1570 at Headquarters, 10th Combat Avistion
Dzttalion thwus bringing to a close the “Intrucder® service in RVN.
4t the close of 1970, the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion was composed
of the following units and their supmorting detachments: Headguarters
and Headtjuarters Companyv ot Dong Da Thin, the 43th Assault Helicopter
Compenyy .t Ninh Hou, the 92nd Assault Helicopter Company ot Dong Dz Thin,
the 153th .issoult Helicooter Company 2t Dan He Thout, the 183rd Recon—
naisscnee Airplone Comyany at Dong D2 Thin, the 192nd lssault Helicomter
Comzsm . Than RQang, .ndé the 243rd Asszult Sepport-Belicopter Comony
ct Dong B:;:I‘?a.z’r;.

-

With tie besircing of 197% the 10th Combet Aviation Battalion began a
period of tremendous change, On 30 January 1977 the 155th Assault Heli-
coster Company completed its inuctivation leaving Bon Me Thout without
aviction sipport. To f£ill the void and provide the Z3rd ARVH Division
with needsd uir suppert s package of six (4) UH-1H and two (2) UH~iC
2ircer:St were scnt to Dan Me Tio-% from the 19°nd Asszult Helicopter
Comyiny. There they romeined™itil’ 24 %one1971whon-an. 'ddentisal package
from the ¢7n’ .issault Ielicozter Compuny sssumcd the mission, 4Also in
Januerr the LOth asscult ilzlico~ter Compuny was reassisned to the 223ra
Comb.t Sviotion Zott.dion =t Dong Ha, JVN to support the .iWH push into
Laios, “Lom Son 7%, In e:rly Ffebrucry 1971 .1 Troon 7th Squedron 17th
Ca%alry was cttached to the 10th Combot diviction Dati:lion and was moved
to M. A ;;:i.rb:.sc, Wi, There primary mission was to supnort the 23rd

ATV Division, The last weak of March 1971 three units from the 1st

-4 Jdvision Jdirmobile were assigned to the 10th Combat .iviation
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Bettalion. They Wereel,.0,. SU:D Comminies .of the 227th Aviution Battalien,
C Company was sent to Finh Hoa to £ill the role the LGth ANC left be-
hind, D anc¢ D company were both st:tione¢ at Dong 3o Thin, On 17 July
1971 B/727th wcs recssisned to the 258th Combut Avistion Battalion ane
moved to Tuy Hoz, RVil, During the month of .Jiugust, the 243rd iAssault
Support Helicopter Company, & August, and D/277th Aérizl Weapons Com—
oony, 19 August were incectivated., December brought the final chenges
to the 10th Combot viition Bettalion, On 1 December the 103rd Recon—
niiss:nce Airplane Compony was inactivated, also on 1 December the
9<nc Gssault Helicopter Compuny began its decctivetion and completed
on 31 TDecember 1671. Also in Deccmber the 197°nd Asscult Helicopter
Company begun its deactivation procecdures, With the close of 1971

the i0th Combet Lviction Bottalion consisted of the following units:
Headguirters cnd Headyu riers Company at Dong Da Thin, 50th issault
Helicopter Company at Ninh Houi, 197nd issault Helicopter Company ot
Dong Bz Thin, and A/7/17 iir Cavalry Troop <t Phun ang., Hith the
cominz of the new yeur 1977 the 10th Combot Avistion Dattalion will
ent its long and glorious rccord as one of the finest .vistion But-
talions in the Republic of Vietnam. Shortly after 1 January 1972

the S0tz "HC and A/7/17 4CS will bo reassigned to other units and

the 192nd HC will comrletc its imaetivstion, Ly the end of Januory
Be.douarters and Headquarters Comnany i0th Combat .iviztion Dxttalion
will alsc complete éodcg.aloy'::ent proceecdings, The many many members .
of the 10th Combuat Addotion Sattalion throush the veurs heve been
oroud of their unit «nd the role it has pl.uyed in the conflict in
South Vietnum,




v e—————————

AWARDS

On 29 July 1967, I.V USLLV General Order 3837, the 10th Combat
gviation Bettalion was awarded the Meritorious Uhit Cormendation for
exceptiondl 1y meritorius achievement in the performance of outstanding
service during the period from December 1965 to September 1966, The
Bettalion was cited for being the only aviation battzlion in Vietnan
having a completely mobile field headquarters cnd forwerd operating base;
for its capability to displace to any location in the conmbat zone and
undertoke cambat operations within twenty-four hours after receipt of an
alert order; for its mastery of night and clondestine 6perations; end
for attaining the highest montly level of aireroft evailability ever
achicved in Vietnan.

On 15 August 1967, the 10th Combat Aviction Bzttalion received the

" Valorous Unit fword IAW USIRV Geﬁpr:l Order 4160, The Battalion was re-

cognized for distinguishing itself by cextraordinary heroism while enguged
in militery operations during the period 1 January to 24 March 1666 in
Operations Jefferson, Van Buren and Horrison in the Tuy hoa Velley. Fly-
ing incredibly long hours, the men of the 10th Combat Aviation Bxttalion
ensbled Frco World Forces to sevérely wealzen & long esteblished Viet
;COng rule and to protect the local inhzbitant!s rice harvest. By naking
;large friendly ground forces highly airmobile within their operationsl
 zona, the battalion was instrumental in preventing the Viet Cong fron

‘securing the rice harvest for their own usc.
" On 31 December 1967 IAW USZRV General Order 6715, the 10th Combat

Aviation Béttalion was awarded the Meritorious Unit Cormendation (First
Oak Ieaf Cluster) for exceptionally neritorious achicvement in the por-
formance of outstanding service during the period 5 September 1966 to

X
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31 March 1967, The Battalion was cited for deploying its field headjuarters
and avicticn con.aiius Duriker, fasier, and ucre frequently than any

" other Combat Aviation Battizlion in Vietnam; for ccordinating, planning
and acconmplishing pissions which involved the extracticn and reinsertion
of a battalion sized unit with supperting artillery in the omzzingly
brief pericd of four ixours;‘ and, for execﬁting the first battalion sized
night operation without benefit of illuminction. Alsc noted were the
wnit'!s achicvenents in the developuent, management and physic:l security
of Dong Ba Thin Post which werc attzined with out detracting from its
tactical functions.

On 24 October 1968 1IW USARV General Order 4950, the 10th Combat
iviation Bettalion was awarded the Valorcus Unit fward (First Ock Leaf
Cluster). The 10th Corbat Avition Battzlion and its assigned units dis-
tinguished themsclves by extraordinory hercism while cngaged in rnilitery
operations during the poricd 1 June to 20 June 1966 near Drk To. Charged
with providing the 1lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division and Jfxmy of the
Republic of Victnon elements with direct aviation suppert during
opero.tion;%!awthome s the nen of the 1Cth Combzt Aviation Battalion not
only accompiish@d their mission in an cutstanding panner but also
personally dealt the cnery erippling defeats as o result of their surperb
airmebility, combat assm::lt Freficiency and'devast::ting firepower.,
Mmhmt the operation, the wmit's personnel flew mcre than two thousand

* hours in perforning over eight thousand sortics while 5irlifting in

" excess of eleven thousand troops and one nillion pounds of cargo. They

ecenducted tuenty-five combal nssoults of plzatoon size end lorger, and




their nmaticulous cttention to detail and technicsl expertise ensured

that their were no aireraft accidents despite the difficulties of
hazardous terrain and severe westher, Through their exemplary courage.,
professional competence Apd relontless determinati&n, they contributed
irmeasurably to the ovcrwhelming defeat of the enexjny during Operation
Bawthorne. The nen of thg 10th Combat Aviaticn Ba‘li::taliOn displayed-
extraordincry heroisn and devotion to duty which are in kecping with tiae
highest traditions of the militsry service and reflect distinet credit

upcn themselves and the Armed Forces of the United ;S‘bates.
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UNIT CCMMANDERS

HELDQUARTERS, KE/DQUARTERS COMPANY

CAPTAIN ROPERT E. FITCHEIT 1 Jonuary 1969 - 19 Januery 1969
CLPT_IN CHARLES H. FAIRCHILD 19 Jmuery 1969 - 9 June 1969
CiPT.IN TUYMCHD S. JNGELI : 9 June 1969 - 7 iugust 1969
CAPTAIN KARL W. E’LRROTT 7 ILugust 1969 - 31 December 1962

LBTH [VI/TICH COMPLNY (4iSSAULT HELICOPTER)

MLJOR VICTOR E. #ICOL, JR. 1 Jenuary 1969 -~ 1 June 1969
MAJOR RAY H. EVANS 1 June 1969 ~ 2 Decenber 1969
HAJOR ERBEST R. BOWLIMNG 2 Dzcenber 1949 - 18 Decerber 1569

CLPTLIN MINUEL J. SILVA - "18 December 1969 - 31 Decerber 1949

O2HD LVILTION COMPALKY . (ASSALULT EELICOPTER)

MAJOR CLAUDE T. IVEY 1 January 1969 - 12 Morch 1969
MiJOR ROBEXT B. JIHES 12 Morch 1959 -~ 5 Septaember 1969
MAJOR CHLRLES W. QU.TTLES.LTM 5 Ssptecber 1969 - 31 December 1969

155TH iVI.TION COMP XY (LSSLULT HELICCPTER)

*MiJOR BOGDY L. HOORE 1 January 1969 - 25 June 1969
HIJOR DE:K M. OWEN | 25 June 1969 - 23 December 1969

MAJOR GERGRD B, LUISI 23 Decenber 1969 -~ 31 Decenber 1969

19240 LVILTION COMPANY (ASSLULT HELICOPIER)

#4.JCR PAUL G. STRINGER 1 January 1969 - 26 February 196$
MAJOR ROY P. ELLIOTT, JR 26 February 1969 - 1 July 1969
MiJOR ROBERT H. KELLEY 1 July 1969 - 31 Decerber 1969

1




TR:DITIGTAL CALL SICFS

DA R

-Starecooch

T
)

Liftship

Foleon

<,
-

Gunshin
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. ....The "Stagecoach" patch of the 155th Aviation Compeny (Assault
iielicopter) has the following syrbolisn: The crcsstow represents the
Montognord population in the local arcs of operztions, the ARVN Flag
represents support given to the 23rd IRVH Divisicn, the helicopter is
ingicative of the type ¢f support provided, the Zpericcn flag represents.
the heritcge. of the menbers of the 155th, and the 13 stars on the flag
represent the support-of c new coumtry, just as.the United States wos a
nev country. The call sign "Stagccoach" rerresents the currying of
trocps and-cargo cvér rouzh terroin as done by the stigescoaches of the
old west.

- The 155th Aviation Conpeny (iH) was essigned to the 10th Battalion
(Combat) en 1 June 1968 by General Order #38, 17th Lviation Group
(Conbat). -
© During 1569, the 155th supported the 23rd ARVN Divisicn, Detcchment
B-23 and P~50 Special Forces, Darlze, Quang Due, and Tuyon Due provinces,

~end IFFV Artillery. In the years activities, the 155th cenpiled the

. fellowing statistices:

Hours flcwn - 27,256 ’
Troops lifted —-351,540
Sortics ' 130,615
Cargo howled (tons) 1,395




TRADITICAL CAII SICHS

Liftskhips Stz1lions

Gumshkins Sidekicks
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92nd iC (LH)

The 92r:d Jviztisn Cempany (iH) wss constituted 6 fugust, 1964, in
the Regular frmy and zctivated at Fort Eenning, Georgia. It was in-
activated 1 Jmuary, 1967, in Vietnarn. Then on 8 Februcry, 1967, the
92n2d iviation Compery was activated at Fort Carscn, Colerzdo. The
advence porty arrived at Dong Dz Thin cn 15 Nevember, 1967, ond the nzin
body arrived at Cam Ranh Lay cn 23 Movember, 1967, aboard the USNS
General John Pope. The 62nd cireraft werc processed ot Vung Tau and
forried to Deng B~ Thin during the first week in Decexber, 1967. The
conpany was declared operaticnal en 12 Decerber, 1967 and two cdays later
Tlew its first mission in Vietnam in suppert of the 1lst Drigede, 101st
idrvorne Division,

During 1969, the 92nd Aviation Company supported nunercus znd varied
“units throughout II Corps; 18th Engincer Briguzds, B-51 Special Forces,
Con Ronh Day Suppert Cormand, 5/22, 5/27, end €/32 irtillery, T-sk Force
_South elements, 116th Engineer Battalion, 53rd ARV Regiment, 500th
Transportation Group, 7Cth Engineer Dattalion, ond cthers. VWhile flying

for thesc units, the fellowing stitisties were compiled:

Bocurs flown 27,873
Trocps 1ifted ‘ 76,935
Scrties 118,147
Corgo hawled (tens) 2,788
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Pattrlicn Cperations

During 1969, the 10th Aviation Dottalicn (Combat) continued
to support thc ground ferces of the seven southurn provinces of
the II Curn Tacticl Zone. The fcllowing is of necessity o conlenscd
presentatisn of the naojor operatiuns and activities during the year.
The roodor should realize that nany other nissicns were flown bty ow
aireraft, but thisc missions, while teding o necesscry componant of thc
overall schene of evoents, do not by thomselves constitute o significent
activity.

Boginning the new year with an airmobilec cperaticn, the Blue Stars
susportod the 20th Republic of Korca (%CK) Resiment of the White Horsc
ROK Infantry bivisien by acirlifting 555 troops, supplisc and equipment.

This crerction netted 38 enemy KIf, 1 POW, and 12 captured wecepons.
Froen the 5-12 of January, the largest opercticn cf the nonth teck place.
742 tréeps from the 1lst Dattalion, 30th Ropiment were inscrted by the
Dluc Stors inte the mountains northuest of Phan Hang., This acticn
resultcd in 30 encny KIi and § captured weapens. From 19-26 of Jonuary
elements ¢f the 29th Regiment werce placed inte the mountains northwest
of Ninh Hoa by thc Bluc Stars. The 474 troops insertsd brought cut 66KIA,
42 wearcns, three (3) pachineguns, mincs, and 2 radic. A

The new year si=rtud off with 2 bang ot Cump Coryell, vme of the
155th iviation Compony (Assault Eelicopter). In kesping uith the cxpected
Pro-Tet offonsive, C.mp Corycll came under its first hestile attack of
the yoor on 2 Jemuary 1569, when ten (19) rounds of 82un mortar fire .,

211 on or near the ceazownd. Loss thon five (5) hours later, the base
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was undor attack again with four (4) rounis of D-40 rcckots striking

the compound, Doth atiocks reesulied in negntive cusdalti;s or derere

to equipnment or structurcs. 7Twice more during the menth thé 155th cagme
under ettack. On 6 Jamuary, fourtecn (14) 82um nmerter rounds struck the
compound, this time with devastative results. Six (6) UH-1H!'s woro domaged
as well as one wvehicle. The attack of é.Jhnﬁary was intensifi:d emd

20 rounds struck tho compound. Thrce (3) structurss were domored ond two
(2) men were wounded, one of whom dicd as a result of his wounds,

In Jrnuary, the 192nd dviction Company (Lssault ﬁcliéépter) con--
tinuéd to work through 40 HeClain, It was a fast and furious Stgrt vhen
on the 8th, the 3/506 nmoved into FSD Zowert., With azsaults throughcut
the .0, cverything wont rather well, During the month, many night
nissions were required. One such piesion was complated on the 29th., in
enazy force of ons battzlicn tried o cver run a coppound and villare at
Tuy rheng, 192nd gunships cxpended cn varicus enany rositicrs from 0330
to 073C howrs. The saving of the vilinpe is ercdited lorpely to the
Tiger 31’.‘.1‘1{3: for thc;‘i.r close zir suprert throughcut the night.

Sterting 1 January ond ending 28 January, the 2ilst dviation Company
(Assault Helicopter) had =s their main mission the support of MACV

'Rccoﬁd& School. DBasiecaliy theso nmiscicns iavolved tie inscrtion of LRRP
Teans and the provision of nceessary loristicel support. Four (4) cir-
craft fron the 281st were commitied teo the 268th Lviaticn Dattalicn at
Phu Hiep te aid in operations ir that arca,

The 243rd Aviotion Connany (fssault Sugport Helicepter) gave gonersl

. surrert to mony units thruughout ths year. The Freight Trains were

21l cver scuthcrn II Cerps houling ceverything from frosh vegetebles and
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food to crtillery rounds and vohicular POL. Whole villages to include
nen, wonst, and children end 21l thedr pigs, rice, and hsusehold zoods
wers displaced to a more livable environnment, The individual units of
Task Force South supportesd throughout tho year included the 3/503rd
Infantry 173rd airberne Drigoade in the na1§t/nao Loc arca, the 3/506th
Infontry, 10lst Adr Covalry Division in the Phon Thiet ares, and the
23rd ARVN Divisicn. The White Horse ROK Infantry Divisicn reccived air-
cr=ft in the zrea surrounding C:nm Lanh and Einh Hoa, Occasionzl support
was given to the ROK units in the neichborhood of ﬁhﬁ Hieé.:

February found the Dlue Stars continuing their supyort to the ROK's.

| With the cid of the 4Gth, the 25th Roginent launched airmobile operaticn

" YE! MA #7. The 605 troope airlificd into the Tuy Hoa valley canc out

th 30 enemy KIi, 4 POW's and 10 wecpoens. The 30th RCK Rogiment got
into the act frem 6-15 February. Thoir sirm bile operation, using 525
troops, wos quite successful with &0 cnemy KIL, seven (7) cepturcd
pachineguns and nunerous rounds of amumition,
During .Febmai'y as wcll as other months throughcut thz year, the
S2 ] Aviaticn Company (Assault Helicopter) provided voried aviztion support
to clnost everyene and went just about overywhere. This multiplicity of
suprorted clements imeluded 3/503rd Infantry, 2nd ALVE Ronger Group,

"3/5056th Infantry in Fhon Thict, 30th FCK Repinent 2t Song Sa Thin and

:Saaior Ldvisors of Tuyen Duc (Delat) ord Larm Dung (Tac loe) previnces,

£lso supported werc DSA4 II Corps, i8th Engincer Prigodc, 116th Engincor
Battalion, L-51 and D-55 Special Forces, Cam Ranh Bay Support Comnand, 7lst
and 27th Artillery, 4th Infentry Division, and 191st Ordinance Dattalion.
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During the month of February, the 155th provided most or tac
aviation support fer the Specizal ”f‘orcos s Mike Force operation conducted

1 .. ‘e - Ht - .- -’ ¥

- - . v T e
cperetions wore novked by heavy cnemy contrets and frequent utilization
of mmships to support tho field units, Canp Coryell wis relatively

Doy L w s weanehs Tesdng thr molte, In 23 osell Ll
the only attock ef thoe month cermenced and terminated aftur 20-30 rounds
of 82mn portar nisscd the comsund completely and hence rosvlted in
negntive damape.

Cpcrations in February around the Phan Thiet rogion got off to a
slou stort for the 192nd, Houever on 12 February, Outicst Scro come wider
sicie by an estimated two (2) compenies of VO/MVi. The Tigersharks were
serambled and due to their effcetive fire support, they were credited
with helping turn bock the agressive oncoy attock. During the carly
norning hours of the 22nd, LZ Detty came urder an intunsive rortar atteck,
followed by an agpressivweground attack, The attack eentinued throughent
the night md finally subsided st dawn., The 192ad swifered five (5) Wia
"as o result of the encounter,

Fetruary brought the completion of a mevie arca for Headquarters
ond Fexdquarters Compary in Dong Da Thin, 4 lowyc Cinemhscopc screen wos
put into oreraticn for tetter vicwing of the wider moticn pictures. 4
Korean tailor shep hos also becn oened in the compeny area to previde
the personnel with nocded military itens such az decorstions, fatigue
caps, rank insignia, and tailoring,

The Dlue Stor arex ot Hinh Hoz was nomed "Werthington Compound,®

in honoyr of WO laourconec F. HWerthinston whno wes killed in hostile action
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on 11 Jenuory, 1969, In March, the ROK's continued their airnobile
operations with the 28th Regiment conducting one in tﬁekfu& Hoa Valley.

The results wero 28 KIA's ond four (4) capturced nachineguns., During

the period 5-26 March, the 48th ond the 29th RCK Regiment conducted two
battalion-sized operations using the 1lst and 3rd Battalions. This conbined
effort nattcd 77 Kli's, 20 weapons and cne (1) radio. The 3Cth Reginent
conductsd a regivent-sized cperction during Morch thet terminotced in the
piddle of lpril. In this larpe orerxticn, the 48‘;th, 92nd, and 243rd
contributsd puch to "its support, - o

Canp Coryell, home of the 155th, has beceme well known for the
frcquent rocket and morter attacks that "Charlie! bonbards it with,
During the month of March, the compound was hit with six rocket snd merter
attecks. 4 totel of nine airersit wor: domared ond four casualtica ré-
sults, The 1-st attack of the munth cccured on 25 March and brourht
the proanture furced terminetion of 2 delightful comprny porty. In this
atteck four (4) can wers wounded by fragncata fron six 122m rockets that
hit the compound. These attacke dic little to hamper tho 155th in their
suppert of TF Wocd, In this operation 13 Combat lssaults werc launched
for the 5th Special F&rces, five (5) for the 45th Infentry Rogiment,
and four (4) for Derlac Sccter. Tie guneral AG for TF Wood wis ia the .
Pu Prang arca.

In March, the 192nd coriinued to suuport elements throushout the
Pher Teiet rogion. The pace w s fast ~nd furious, On the 8th of Mareh,
2 350 troop force from tho 251st, 252nd, and 2532 Mike Strike Force was
insusrted into tho AQ Horthwest of FSi Zewert., With the nssiztance of a

2.3:d hook, the catire operiiion wes completod in leus then feur (4) hours.
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On ihe 15th, Comir:t Ass mlts ware rur in the vicinity of Song Mao. On

the 20th of March, LZ Betty received 14 ounds of 82mm mortar fire with
negative casualfies or daﬁage.to equipment,

The 243rd initiated 4 polcy of keeping three (3) Freight Trains
RON at Ban Me Thuot to be utilized by the 5th Special Forces and MiCV
in case of an emergency. This practice continuéd into April with the
Aircraft remeining at BMT until having accumulated 25 hours of blade
time, at which time they wers replaced with fresh crews and sircraft.
While in BMT, the crews stayed with the 155th Aviation Company (AH) and
received maintenance assistance from them. '

During the month of April, the Blue Stars supported three major
operations for the Korean Regiments. From 15-24 April, the 28th ROK
Regiment mede sn sirmobile assault in the mountzing northwest of Tuy Hoa.
There were 1170 troops on the initial assault and thz results were 128
KIA, 30 mackineguns, and over 2000 rounds of ammo captured. Tk period
of 9-2/, April found the 29th ROK Regimenrt conducting their operations in
the mountains southwest of Duc My. This operation resulted in 86 KIA's
and 26 small caliber weapons. From 26 March to 4 April, the 30th ROK
Regiment with a force of 842 men mede an z2irmobile assault into the VC
infested ﬁcuntains northucst of Phan Rang Air Forcc Base., This operation
cost the VC 152 KIA's two (2) FOW's, 59 sm2ll caliber weapons cnd three
(3) machinegums. For recreational purroses, the /8th becrme the first
unit tn the 10th Battalion to hive an indoor movie theater. The recently
completed bullding fgctures a seating camcity of 300 people, a stage,

and = projection room,
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Conp Coryell camc vnder attack twice duriﬁg the month of April. The
first attack on the 6tih damaged ten nelicoptars and tuo'(é)Aﬁésicles.

On the 25th, the enemy fired ten rounds of 82mm mortars intoAthe arza
and inflicted light damage to five company airer.ft and one transient
g reraft. During the sccond Lalf of April, the 155th provided oireraft
for 22 Combat Assaults for B-23, (SF), 45 Ragiment, 23rd ARVN Division,
and varlac Ssctor. The 155th also began supporting B-50 Snecial Forces
in their operations this month,

On & fpril, tho Polcects :nd Tigersharks of the 192nd inserted
elements of the 3/506th Infantry into Lo Huong Phoung Forest. Their
primary mission was to locste a suspected enemy base camp., On the 12th,
elements of the 3/506tk Infmtry were inserted into four (4) L2's
simultaneously. The infentry surrounded and conducted o search of a
village suspected of being a VC haven, On the evening of the 18th 12
Betty reccived an estimnted 22 rounds of 82mm mortar firs, All rounds
landed outside the perimeter and produced negative demcgs or casualties,

During the ronth of April the 281st Avietion Company (4H) supported
"Project Delta” on operation Cass Park at a forward operational base
in I Corps. Operating from the FCB were the second flizht platoon ond
the armed platoon., Approxnetely 125 men were sent forvyord to the FOB.

Flanders, home of the 92nd iviation Company (AK), =nd other Doné Ba
Thin instollotions conme wunder attack on 12 Hay, 47 confirmed rounds
were received eondresulted in five (5) vehicles, four (%) billets, an&
two (2) supply rooms receiving light damage. Additionally, two (2) |
persons reccived niner ﬁounds from shrapnel.

May bought about the end of support of T-sk Forco Wood with 155th.

' Stagecoach slicks and Falcon gunships removing the last of TFW's troops
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from the Bu Prang =re: on 18 May. A total of 13 combat essiults were
conducted throughout May in support of IF Wocd, 2 MSF, B-23 (Sth SFG)
and 45th Regiment (23rd ARVN Division). C:xp Coryell came under attack
a total of four times during the morth of Mzy. On the 16th, three of
these attacks wero launched resulting in light damage to four (4) aireraft
and mcderate damnge to ons (1) aireraft. One (l)JEH'Qas_seriously
wounded and wzs medevaced to Tuy Hoc. On the 22nd of Hay, 56 rounds

of 82rm and &0wm mortars, 75mm recoiless rifle, nnd{é;&d rockets werc
rzcieved. Four (4) sircraft were damcgnd, the PASE section hzd five (5)
buildings and nine (9) trucks destroyed, and one guard was slightly
wunded., On 23 May, three (3) airer=ft supporting E-50 (SF) were hit
by ground fire ccusing onc to be a total loss zlong with two (2) crew-
members and t.o (2) passongors.

On 12 M=y, LZ Betty at Phan Thiet roceived an estimsted 12 rounds

fof 82mr: nortar fire. There were ncgaotive friendly casualties and

only minor damage to the active runwoy. Two days later on the 1ith,

1Z Betty was ag=in under attzck and received on estinnted 20 rounds of

82mm morter firs resulting in negative d2m-ge to the instcllstion and

»

‘no friendly casunlties. The next day, the 15th, ten rounds of &0mm

portar md amnll amms fire was received., Spooky was on atztion.and was

’ enployed, On that same day Polecat # 250 crashed into a river in the
' vicinify of Phan Rong airfield resulting in the de:xth of the Airer. ft
“ Compmander., The other crew members wore abls to swin to shore. On the

_16th and ag-in the 17th LZ Betty camc under encmy firc. Spooky end

the Tigersharks made the crea too hot for "Charlie™ to continue the

attack,

33




R e < W I

During the month of oy, the 28lst Aviation Compeny (i) continued
its support of "Projszct Dolta™ in ozorztion Cass Pork. The forward .
operational basc was noved fron Hue/Phu Biz to An Hoa at the lst of the
month and operction C..s3 park was initiated. During the reloc:tion of
the FOB, the 2nd flight platoon was rotated with the 1st flight platoon,
To fulfill the gun comnitment in the Nha Trang area, two (2) Tigershorks
from the 192nd were placed under the operationnl control of the 281st.

In Moy, the 281st iviation Comneny (4ssault Helicopter) was awsrded
the Navy Unit Cormmendaticn Medal for action with Projeet Delta in support
of a conbined erms operctions in the I Corps area. Aidmiral Flanagan,
Deputy Commmder of Naval Forces in RVN, presented the aw'rd to Mcjor
Iynn, Cormanding Officer of the 281st. Brigadier General Burdett,
Cormanding General of the lst Aviation Brigade; Colonel Mahorc, Commanding
Officer of the 17th Avintion Group (Combat); Colonel Azron, Cermending
" Officor of the 5th Special Forces Group (ABN); ond Captein Henderson,
Cormending Officer of the Cam Renh Naval &ir Faeility, witnessed the
prescntation,

On 26 My, 1969, the 10th Bottalion was redesignated 10th Aviation
Batialion (Combat). A1l units within the baitalion received sinilar
redesignations thot went into effect ct the scme tire.,

The 155th Aviztion Compony (4K) during its 2400 flying hours for
tho month of June, supported units in c total of 16 eirmobile operc.tions,
The largest of these airnuﬁile operations was an insertion of cver 900
troops south of B.n Me Thout on thc 21st. The 155th also provided
two (2) stagecoach slicks and two (2) Falecn gunships in support of dail&

intelligence gathering "Sniffer® operations. These were instrumental in

34




obtaining inteiligence and informstion concarning the enemy movements
and build-ups in the surrounding areas. During = night support mis<iom,
a command ond control eirceraft with several peasscngers on board ren into
IFR conditicns on apgroach to lec Thien airstrip. The aircreft crashed
Antc the lake and overturned. No one wes injured, although the cireraft
was conpletely destroyed, In a dering recue, the 155th commander
hevered near the wrecked aireraft and allowed the wet survivors to board
the resuce aireraft.

6 June found LZ Betty receiving 6-8 rounds of 107mm rocket fire.
One round scorad a direct hit on a billet, killing three (3) end wounding
(3) more.

During the month of June, the 28lst Aviction Company (Assault)
continued its supper of "Project Delta” on operation Cess Park., On 2
June %hree (3) Intruders and two {2) Wolf Pack gunships were comuitted
‘ 40 thc 129th iviztion Company (Assault Helicopter) szt Zn Son, Two (2)
| UE-1C gunships from the 192nd /viation Company (£H) remnined with the
281st wntil 13 June vhen they ware relccsed and returnsd to Phan Thiet,
| In June Task Force South added the 2/1st Armored Cuvalry to the
tnits in the Phan Thist zrea. & vigorous program to inerease the recad
security between Phan Thiet and Tuy Phong required the participation of
most of the flysble Froight Train aireraft,

July found the Blue Stars frum the 48th poerticipating in the
planning and executicn of a combat operaticn for the 30th Regiment,

Sth ROK Diviaion. This cperation inwvelved tho lifting of 891 troops
end their combot equirment. Completcd on the 17th of iugust the results

showved 109 enery killed and 49 weapons captured.
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Starting the socond half of the ycor off with a bang, the Sid;-
kick gunshiss fror the 92nd rucordoed 38 confiimed kills, 13 suspected
kills, and a half dozoﬁ structurcs dostroyed, The 92nd mointenance
platoon has really be:n working since Jenwiry., Gireraft :vailﬁbility
never dropped below 768 for the slicks and fell below 70% only‘once
for the gunshins.

in cneny buildup quite siniler to that which occured just before
the battlo of Duc Lap in 1968 was evidenced by intelligence rerorts
rcecived from the Duc Iop -~ Bu Preng crea, To increcse information con—
cerniﬁg enery cctivites in the afeas acround Bu Prané ard Duc Lap, the
iSEth conducted nurcrous sniffer nissicns in those ;réas in suprort of
the 23r4d ARVN Divisicn and B-23 (Special Forces). Much voluablc intelli-
gonce was gathored and cony significant sightings wers rade. July
narked the return of the 155th's support to B-50 operations. Also 2o
cormitnent to the 2ud, 3rd, and 5th MSF (Mike Strike Force) was added
at this tice. With tre zdded eneny buildup, the 92nd ond the 281st
foundAtheuselves vresont more and more often at Ban Me Thout to lend a
helping hond in providing adequate support to the greund units at Bon
Me Thuot,

On 2 July, operztion Cass Park II (Project Delta) was cempleted.

; 211 the aireraft and equirment cf the 28ist Avicticn Company (4H) re-

| turned to Nha Trang by the 8th of July. The stay at houo was short

; lived thrcugh, for on 28 July, a cormitment of eight (8) UH-1M's and

% five (5) UH-1C%s was initiated for Projezct Delta (8452); The place for
* the Forward Oporctionnl Base (FOB) was again in I Corps. Thistime the

28lat had the ground suppert of the Marines for lcenl security.
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On 12 July 1569, the 281st Lviation Cozpany (Assault leiccptar)
was prescnted tho Victnomese Cross of Gollaxtry with Paln by Major
General Quang of the VHSF. Tke 2ward was givun for performance with
rroject Delts fron June of 1966 to May 1969. Attending the cerenory
was Colonel Mcohone, Comnonding Officer of the 17th CAG; Colcnel
Rhezult, Commonding Officer of the 5th SFG (/BN); ~nd LIC Stanley,
Cormending Ofi‘i.cer of the 10th Aviantion Battalion (Combat),

In fugust, the 30th Regiuent kicked off an operation in the
nountsdng nezr Fhon Rang. This was 2 two-phase ope;'aticn that saw 1400
' trocps airlifted in the rugged nountains by the 48th Aviation Company.

8l encuy KIi's were the result. On the 22nd of fugust, the 48th

suppertad the 3rd Batt~lion, 29th Regiment with a troop insertion in

the crca surrounding the Scng Cho Velley, sweeping the cntire screa. During

ths closing deys of tie month, 655 troops from the 30th Regiment were air

" 1ifted into the same area to sdvance tovard and meet their sister

" element. The 48th provided planning, cormmd@ and contrcl, daily resupply,
ght pedical ew;nucation, and fira su;.:port.

On 9 fugust thz 92nd iviatien Conpany (AE) establisked an in-
pressive s~foty record. On that dotc 10,000 hours hizd besn flown by the
. unit without an accident, By the lust day of the month, this had growm
into 1481 d2ys and 12,085 hours without an accident.

With August weather detoricrating, the 155th continued to fly a
high number of hours., There were rine -irmcbils cnerations conducted
during the month., iw scts of sniffcr risti ns were eonductod dnidy
in 2l arevnd Dirlac and Quan? Duc Provinces for P50 Speéi:t];'?crcés

£l
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Thecse riscions “2re given high pricrities dus to the need for ‘gathoring
as much intclligence a8 possible on enumy movoemcnis and activities,

On 8 Jjugust, Tigersbark gunships werc scrambled to support elcments
of 3/506th Infantry who haé engnged & squad sized clement. The gunchips
czpended on a bunkeor and got the joy of suoing a secendary oxplosicr.

On that same day a ngc;r Team was engoeged by a superior NVA force near
Sonz Mac. Gunshins provided close support as the Polocats made a rope
ladder extroction while uvnder intence hostile fire. The Tigersharks
uere scrambled six other times during the month to support elcments of
TFS whe were in contact. |

"Projeet Delta™ om oporetion 3-69 kept part of the airer:ft of the
281st busy until 28 August when Phase I ended. On 18 Zugust 1969,
support fer Roconde School was initianted. JAdrernft frem the 92nd came
vp to work with the 281st on the first operation.

On fugust 6, the Headquarters arec at Dong Ba Thin came under
nortar attack. There werc several people injured, cmong them the company
cormender for Hecadguarters Compary.

On 22 Jugust 1969, the 43th ingerted the 3rd Bottalion, 29th
Roginent os Phase I of a two phose operation. Phuse IT cormenced on 10
Oct.;bcr vith the inserticn c¢f the 30th Rogiment 2th LROK Division reine-
forced with cne kattalion. The Regirent cperated in the mountains south-
west of Nha Trong arf@ the operation known as Deng Bo G, wes terninuted
on 19 October, |

On 16 September, the Bittclion Tucticol Operctions Center was
deployed to Ban Me Thuot to augment the 155th Jviation Cozpany.
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Scptember 2nd brought 2 close to the forward tactic:l site that
the 92nd had been opercting ot Bao Ioec. On that dete, the forward

element rounited at Flanders with the remninder of the Conmpany. Flanders

Ary ‘Heliport recieved a portar attack on 24 Scptember thet resulted in
two (2) aircraft receiving najor dancge, four (4) minor domage, and one
(1) Platoon building receiving light shrapnal damage.

Septanber at Ban Me Thuot was charactsrized by the preszence of a
great number of aircr:ft fronm tﬁroughout IT Corps. In addition to 92nd,

243rd, and 28l1st aircrzft, the 52nd Aviation Bzttelion in Pleiku was clse

- sending down helpful aircraft., This was due to the necd for previding

incrcasged toctical and logisticel avi-tion support to umits operating

in the Bu Prang - Gia Nghia ~ Duc lap - triangle. Scnctimes .as nany as

35 additional aircraft were working in the EMT area each dzy.

Throughout Sentember, the 192nd's main mission was to support
Task Force South., Sniffer nissions were ccenducted alnmost daily., The
usual coimitrment for these missions was 2 slicks and 2 gunships. Routine

resuprrly missions were daily conducted. T:ctical Esergencies were comson

" throughout thc month and the Tigersharks waro kept busy in responsc to

the calls for help.
Tho 281st Aviation Compeny (AH) continued to suppert "Project Deltal
on cperations "3-69" Phase II which began on 8 Sertaber.
\

In Scptember, the 243rd found they were sending more and more of °

their crews across thc mountzins to the Bon Mo Thuot ares in support

of the 5th Speecial Forces, MiCV, ard 17th CiG. The wecther in the BMT

:orea beceme a serious handiczp. Low veilings and heavy rain made re~

supply of th¢ fire bascs eround Du Prang difficult and at times impossible.
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inti-gircrzft wcapons beerie purc ashundant ng the NVA pressed the
attack for Bu Prong. The xrex between Due Loy and tiie Cambedian border
became known as the ™Wolcano™ because of the he.vy anti-airerzft fire.
The Bottalion Férwc.rd T-ctierl Operations Centcr was deployed te
Gis Nchia in Cetober in conjunction with and in support of the 23rd
ARVE Division (IT) in the Quang Duc Province. On 27 October the Forward
was displaced back to BMT to augment the 155th iviaticn Cenpony (&1).
The encmy intentions south of BMT became cle-r as it hecane
cvident thnt the cnemy wes on the mcve. large sized units moved =acroess
the Capbodia border into positions South of Duc lep. On 25 Oetcber,
the cnemy began his ofiensive. The 5/22nd artillery, in reparaticn
for the offensive, built six fire bases in the Duc Lop - Bu Prang - Gia
jlghia Tricngle. They were fire support bases Dory, Helen, Suson, Jnnie,
.Kate, and Mortha. TUnits of the 10th Batialion, aided by the 52nd,
were resiponsible for inserting, exchanging, ::zid supperting the troops
of thesec new fire bases. On 25 October, when the encmy bugan the
offensive, Helen come under attnck by o multi-baticlion sized unit., By
the 29th of October, the prussurc had beecome so greot on Helen that it
was extracted in totzl., During the extracticn a large size cnusy force
“again attocked Helen inflicting hecvy casunlties. The extraction wes
:ccmpleted on the 29th and that aftcrnoon a rezincntal sized enory clenent
moved into Helen end claimed it as theirs. On the 30th, Morths was
releocited tc Due Iap by cireroft from the 10th & 52nd Battalions under
heavy mortar firc. The new bascinto which the troops moved wos Mike
Snith, 2 new FSB in Duc Lap. KateV then beecare the major torpet of the

enely. Encmy enti-aircraft positions were active all around the fire
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bass and on the 30th Kate came under sustained enemy ground a:ttack by at
lenst 500 MVA. Two Joker mumnchips from the 48th were diverted to Kate.
One Jrker wns shot down, crashed, and wes destroyed with no survivors.
During that same day, threce additional gumshins and one CH-47 were hit
.by enemy fire in the vicinity of Kate,

While the rajor battalion cormitment wns in the BMT area, the 192nd
continued with its support of TFS. On 3 October, two slicks and two
gunships conducted & combat assault extraction for nC" Company, 75th
Rangers. Other combat assaults were conducted for 2/1st Cavalry, 1/50th
Mechanized Infantry, and again for "C® Company, 75th Rangers.

On 2 October Phase IT (Trojan Horse II) of Project Delta on opcration
13-69" terninated and Phase IIT started on October 11th, Bcth operations
were con&uct'e;l in the vieinity of Mai loe and ocut of the sechrity of
Quang Tri. The MACV Recondo School begen its training on 16 October with
the Intruders as the cviation support. During the four (4) dar £icla
operation there were five (5) emergency extracticns, two of which were
eccceplished ~t night,

On the l4th of November, the base at Dong Ba Thin came under mortar
attack, In all, seven eircraft were drmaged by the enemy. On the 25th,
the 92nd opened o forwnrd base at BMT compnged of six slicks and two
gunships. The aircraft &t this foruard bese {flew in the Bu Prang ~nd
Duc Lap area for about one month ard returned to DBT just after Christmas.

Returning to the BMT arczc on the first of Noverber, Kate wns in.
desperate need of food and framition. An emergency night rosupply.
into Kate was made by five slicks and four gunships from the 155th, ‘On
1 November, Kate begon receiving continuious artillery fire from Cam&odia;
In zddition, the eneny was conducting meseive ground and portar attacks.

4
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On thoe aftcrnoon of tho first, aftrr all of Kate's suns wero dsmaged ar -~
desiroyed by encmy artillery the FSU was deélarod no longer cazoble of
operction ond plans were initiatcd to cvacuatc Kate. On the night

of the 1st the treoops of Kate werc successfully extracted, Irmed-
iztely, the zirer-ft at BMT extrazted Janic and Susan under continuous
fire., The nain offengive now shifted to Duc Lap where Mike Smith

began rccciving-m rockets. ILzte in the morning of the 6th, friendly
wnits sct up a perimetir on the rim of the volecano overlocking Bon Sar
Pa, south of Duc lop., The activity st the vole:no built up fintil air-
craft peffoming resupply to the troops on the rim wuld clwasy raceoive
ground fire, oi:':.hcr enroute to or from the volenno itself, and somctines
from within the centcr of the volcano.

During the first half of November, the Intruders from the 281st
continued to provide support to "Projcct Deltza" cn operztion 3-69, Phase
: III. This operation terminated on 11 November. On the evening of 4
; November, e UA-1H from the 28lst was reperted overdue while on a flight
* from BMT to Nha Trang oand prosumed down in the vineinity of Duc My Pass.

‘ On th:t scme doy, eireraft mmber 68-15057 frem the 192nd was also ro-
_ ported miscing sumewhere'between Ninh Hoa and Ban Me Thuot, The cir-
craft hzd beer on an administrotive flight and contact wrs lost after
. - it deported the I,éth. fvictien Company., 24n aerial se'rch was initicted
‘at first 1ight using as mony cs six aircraft per day fron the 48th, 92nd,
281st, and 183rd Jviction ccﬁrmﬁbs. This scarch lasted until 9 Noverber
with no trace of either aircraft or the crews., With 211 clements of
the 281st rejoined on 16 November, the company aviation capabilities

were directed in su;pert of the Bu Prang - Duc Lep area defcnse.
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The 155th wne agnin tasied to rrevide major support for B-50

operdt ions in Docember. The compary's normal commitment for this
operation was four (4) slicks, cxcept from 8-11 December when the company
wes tasked for a total of cight (8) slicks and four (4) suns., Fronm 15
- Docember through the 19th, a special nission requiring two additional
elicks wos also provided for 3-50 operztions,
Beginning 10 Deccember, the 281st supported Projcct Delta (Operation
Yellow Ribbon) arnd conducted cperations out of the FOB at Kertun urtil
31 Deceuber, 1969.
. ‘ The latter part of the month wns deveted to lass wor oriented pur-
- suits with everyonc looking forward to Chrisimas packages from hone and
e few days polaxation. .
The Vogabonds hod done a tremendous job by the end ef the yeor as

the following statisties conpiled during 1969 will attest.

HOURS FLOWN. 141,049
SORTIES FLOWK 417,260
TROOPS CLRRIE- 626,558
TONS OF CARGO HAULED- 52,233



(92D VI'TION (ASSAULT FELICCPTER) COFT.)

Bronze Cter £ Scrvice snd Lchicvement 21

46

Zrewr Somerdztion Medal for Szrvice and fchicvement 31

Isoplie Bonole 11

AL Fewdw for Valor 7

Tidr Yedels 1087

155i8 NI 2ICH COMPINY (ASSAUVLT HELICOTTER)

BUNRS, Gregory 566-74-1930 20 Sep 69 SP, DFC
CU¥NIMGE:M, James R, 566-68-8460 30 Oct 65 CPT Dre
DONCV!H, Kenneth 373-50-2976 31 Oct 60 wo1 DFC
DAVIS, Dale L. 262-88-1712 26 fug 49 wo1l R
DICKESSOYF, Thomas L. 216-52-7030 29 Oct 69 Cwz2 DFC
] o fn ] 26 ..P-.ug 69 "o DFC
ETMRDS, Floyd 053-27-0L90 25 Feb 69 crT DFC
FEARSON, Robert K. 526-74-2173 2/ Sep 69 CrT DFC
G/ID¥ER, Robert 053-43-8170 27 Sep 69 11T DFC
CREEF, Jerome 331-40-9298 20 Sep 49 SP4 DFC
GRGUTICE, Joseph 176-4C-6267 20 Sep 69 T4 DFC
GWALTFEY, Deniecl W. 282-8/-6382 27 lug 69 wol DFC
HIRGELSON, Jee F. 257-€8-9534 30 May 69 Ccre DFC
" ' " " n 26 Lug 69 crT DFC
HERERUCK, Stephen 280-42-2747 31 Oct 69 yol DFC
LEHM, Josrch P. 509-56-3624 11 Sep 69 o1 Dr
LEWIS, Darrell E. 505-64~0346 25 fLpr &9 vol DFC
MIRTI#, Harry J. 550-66-0098 29 Nov €9 wol wC
McGIUNITY Allan 157-38-1263 14 Jvl 69 w0l DFC
HMESSINGTR, Orrin C. 030~00-0101 27 lugz 69 WOl DFC
PLUMMER, Earnest - 357-40-6061 4 Yov €5 TFC ss
RAFDLES, Willien V., 515-50-5253 9 Jul 45 SF5 BSwuUn
POLLACK, David H, 485-52-4640 29 Aug 69 11T DFC
RICHURDSON, William 584-68-0441, 27 Jan 69 V0 Bgwym
RUBLY, John 379-44-0922 31 Oct €9 WOl DFC
RUTLEDGE, David L43-40-T257 26 Jan &9 cer DFC
SCHREKENGOST, David 4., 206-34-3101 29 Oct 49 11T NFC
SMITE, Gerald L. 400-62-035, 15 Oct 49 wol DrC
ST. PIER'E, Ionald E. 004-42-1991 27 Jan 65 85G Bowys
THILESEN, Carl R. 101-40-6017 9 Jul 69 st BSyn
TIERFEY, Michael 344-38-5609 31 Cct 69 uel DFC
W/ITERS, Hiram C, L17-6/-5032 28 Mar €9 Wol DFC
n " " - ¢ 2'7 Aug 69 L H n o
n n 1] u 18 sep 69 uon nn
WOITHINGTCN, Larence D, 545-50-8598 15 Mar €9 Hol DFC
WY.\TT, David 488-50-9596 20 Sep 69 8P DFC



(155TH AVIATION COMPNY (ASSAULT RELICOTTER) COFT.)

Bronze Stair for Service and lchicveramt L3
ismy Copondation Yed~1l for Valor

2

Armry Comendation Medal for Service and *chievenmant 19
Purple Hearts 17
Mr Medals for V~lor 32
192D AVIATION COMPANY (ASSAULT HELICCTITER)
L¥TREYS, Eddie-R. - 442-66-L052 29 WHov £9 yol ve/G
BROM‘J"]’.I., Steven R 270-44-2509 1 Jul 49 WOl VC/G :
n 1] n : 1 n 1] fnu DFC
BURKLSGE, Allen 500-48-1420 11 F:=b 69 ol Bswyn
n n " " 29 Nov &9 non vC /G
CAEEIL, Thenas 441-42-3993 15 Jul 69 cre DFC
CUSTEL., Terry i 170-36-4407 5 g &9 HCl DFC
DiVIL:, ¥muel G. 453-73-0034 1 Jul 69 wvol b
ELLIOIT, ay P, 010-20- 7273 15 Jul 69 YAT 1o
" ] ] 8 Jul 69 "non s
PCX, Franecis M, 148-38-3728 8 Jul 69 11T C
GI? St#, Daniel L. 4L87-48-2085 3 M¥ar &S wo1 DFC
14 it i 1t 1 Jul 69 nn D]_'.‘C
n " " n 26 Mov 69 non A7 /G
HARNIS, Robert 519-48-16%0 5 hug 69 SF/, NFC
HE!NCOCK, Den H. 237-44-8293 8 Jul 49 w0l DFC
HINTOM, Lobert 475-56-5691 1 Jul 49 8r4 Bgwyn
KCENING, Dnrell 1. 522-54-L80h 1 Jul 69 ol DFC
M'NN, Gregory 138-20-2630 10 Jun 66 w0l DFC
MILLER, Bobic V. 3L.-40-4758 27 Jul 69 WGl DR
FiFLY, Richard 1/1-42-5355 27 Jul 69 ST NFC
PCLIMAFF, Goxy ., L22-/2-2726 1 Jul 65 c2 DFC
szmr'r;rm George G.II 258-66-0895 § May €9 ST4, SM
TEIM'Y, Theodore 564-7,-8457 11 Apr &9 vel DFC
VHITE, Thonmas 531-38-2063 3 Mar 69 11T BSInyn
fn n 1 f 15 M?.l' 69 " n DFC

n ] n 4 Jul 59 nn SS
" " n " 29 Nov &9 non vc/G

Brenze Star for Service and Achievement 27

Army Comendation Kedal fer Valor 1

A.rmy Concndation Medsl for Service and chi evement L)
Purple Hearts 15

adr Medals for Velor 21

Adr Medals 1419
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In every war, there are those who are called upon to mske the Supreme

Sacrifice for their country in its quests for Freedom.

To thosz in-

dividuale of the 10th Aviation Battalion (Combat) who died in the line

of duty, we devote our most sincere and reverent homage.

The following

is a list of these individuals end the dates of their demise.

NAME
WOl Ronald S. McCrary
8P, Richard C. See
WOl Lewrence D. Worthington
8P4 Xenneth J. Lewis
SP, Patrick J. Ronan
W01l Terry L. Crawford
SPA Hayne H. Russell
WOl Tkeodore V. Thoman
WOl David R, Crow IV
WOl Robert W. Stacy
SP5 Armando Ramirez
PFC Santiago'V.E. Quintna
8SG Victor B, Sﬁt‘bénv :
S Francis L. Thompson
SP5 Melvin E. Vhite
SP, Hichael J, Evans
PVT Timothy J. Caralan
CH2 Richard M, irran

UNIT
155
155
48
192
281
155
192
192
48
192
155
155
281
192

192

192
281
HHC

SERVICE NUMBER DATE OF ACTION

426-98-1036
065-38-6789
545-50-8598
43.-76-8907
174427538
54,3--60-5027
150--38-7859
564~74-8457
£426-86-5591
186-36-7726
526-68~3184
585~42-2820
244-82-T443
006-34-1531
249-84~5545
547-82-5663
336-40~-6532
224~50-0996
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| 24 June, 1969

3 Jnnuary,” 1969
8 Jenuery, 1969
11 January, 1969
16 February, 1969
18 February, 1969
25 February, 1969

31 March, 1569
3 April, 1969
9 April, 1949

15 May, 1969

23 May, 1969

23 May, 1969
6 June, 1969
& June, 1969
6 June, 1969
6 June, 1969

18 June, 1969
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NAME

SP/ Clyée L. Fcllidsy
CPT Thomas E, Campbell
Wl John F. Wright

S§P5 Chubby D. Lowery

FFC Ezequiel Torves, Jr. -

C¥2 Folan B. Black
CW2 Haury W. Hearnc

- 8P5 Clyde L. Canada

SP5 Douglas H. Lott, Jr,
8P William C, Keeler
S8F5 Ronald F. Keener

WOl Alén E, McGinnity
WOl Terry Lanier Alford
WOl Jim Ray Cavender
SP4 Richard G. Bauer
8P4 Rick E. Maderis

Sr4 James R. Klimo

SP John A. Peyne

ST4 John A, Vare .
CPT Mfonso Roque Castré
WOl Joln S. /nderson -
SP, Alan G. Kennedy
SP4 Mnrion L. Roach

155

243

SERVICE FUMBER DATE OF /CTION

522223301

441-42-3993
523-62-7033

489487429

452-84-3559
361-34-3256
553-70-8923
566-76-1209
256-170-2696
117-40-4533
549-62-5302

MISSING IN ACTION

155
281
2061
155
155
281
155
281
192
192
192
192

157-33-1263
456-78-5148
556-72-0707
574-24-2576
380-46-3012
365-56-3967
LAT=bA-4591
543-52-2832
558-58-0301
479-58-1521
559-74-4738
573-72-4757
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26 July, 1949
28 October, 1969
28 October, 1969
28 October, 1969
28 October, 1969
30 Octcber, 1549
30 October, 1969
30 October, 1949
30 Octcher, 1969
1 Docember, 1969

10 December, 1649

3 Jamuary, 1969

4 Yovember, l§69
4 Yovember, 1965
4 Yovember, 1969
. Yovember, 1S€9
. November, 1969
4, November, 1969
., Novenber, 1069
5 Fovenmber, 1969
5 Yovepber, 1649
5 Yovember, 1949
5 Novcmber, 1569




UNIT HISTORY 1 JAN 1970 31 DEC 1970

- During the past yea> the 10th Cambat Aviation Beattalion has flown
133,702 hours and carried over 44,595 tons of cargo and 566,908 passengers,
The battaliom set a new USARV flight safety record of 161 days without an
aireraft a.:ident. ‘an.d ‘has recorded an excellent aircraft availability
rate ¢f oz 04%. The battalion has restructured and modernized outdated
S0P's and ko3 fiztroduced major innovations in the safety program such as
the establieinint of = battalion level accident investigation and preven-
tion schoil.

The of.2.:: and soldiers of the battalicn have provided aviatiom
support I:x 42 regimental or larger sized combat assaults, including the
divisiona® a-szult Operation Do Kae Bi 19, Tactical operation procedures
have teczr rvevised and improved to meke combat missions less hazardous. and
more effective., Furthermore, the battaliom has supported extended combat
operzticns of Korean and Vietnamese troops with outstanding effectiveness.

The Battalion has operated smoothly despite several orgenizeticmal
changes. Two companies have made major moves and two have inactivated.

In addition, the Battaliom has acquired two campanies during the past year.
Despite these potentially disruptive changes, the Battaliem has, through
thoughtful plenning end foresight, kept running ccheaively and at ponk.
efficiency.

10th Battalion helicopters have provided security for the Vietnamese
villzges in the II Corp area and have flown numercus rescue and mercy mis-
sions, The Battalion Medcap Program is ane of the finest in the Republic
of Vietnam, _ Ovér the past year, the 130th ifedical Detachment has treated
over 5,489 Vietnemese patients. The Tenth Battalion has also provided
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tecimical assistance to the Vietnamese in the building and mnintenance of

verious structures and bridges and has physically relocested several Mont-
agna;ds villages to more securs areas.

These outctanding achlievements are o tribute to the team work and
vholehearted suprort which all the Vagabands have contributed towards the

eccamplishment of our mission. .




10TH CO4BAT AVIATION BATTALION

COMMANDERS
LTC SAMUEL W. PATELIOS 1 January 1970 - 15 June 1970
LTC JACK A. WAIXKER 15 June 1970 - 31 December 1970
HMISSICN

The mission of the 10th Combet Aviation Battalion is to provide aviation
support es directed by the Commanding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation
Group in support of airmobile operatioms designed to seerch out and
destroy the insurgent enemy and to extend Government of Vietnam (GVN)
control of the population; to provide generzal support aviation as
directed by Commanding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation Group to First
Field Force, Vietnem (IFFV), Deputy Senior Advisor (DSA) Military Regiam
2, 5th Specisl Forces Group (SFG); to provide comand and comtrol

of assigned and attached units as directed by Commanding Officer, 17th
Cambot Avietion Group.
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UNIT COMMANDERS

HEADNUARTERS AI'D EEADOUARTERS COMPANY

CAPTAIN KARL W. MZRROTT 1 January 1970 ~ 26 Jemuary 1970
C/PTAIY K. R. STRINGHM 26 January 1970 - 1 June 1970
MAJOR Ji¥=ES F. ROBERTS, JR. 1 June 1970 - 5 December 1970

CAPTAIN DLVID J. REDDEL 5 December 1970 - 31 December 1970

48TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

C"PTATH MA'UEL J. SILVA 1 January 1970 - 8 February 1970
MAJOR DOTGL’S R. TERRELL 8 February 1970 - 7 fugust 1970
MAJOR PHILIP E. COURTS 7 Pugust 1970 - 16 October 1970
MAJOR WILIIS R. BUNTING 16 October 1970 - 31 December 1970

92D ASSAULT HEILICOPTER COMP.MY

MAJOR CE'RLES W. QUATTLEBAIM 1 January 1970 - 3 March 1970
MAJOR BOSBY C. MOCRZ 3 March 1970 - 20 August 1970
MAJCR RODNEY D. LESTER 20 August 1970 - 31 December 1970

155TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

MAJOR GERALD H., LUISI 1 January 1970 - 15 June 1970
A0 ROWL'YD G. STEELE 15 June 1970 - 17 December 1970
C.r1 =3t CH/IIES E. MARKEAM 17 December‘ 1970 - 31 December 1970

. 183RD RECOFEAISSANCE ’.IRPIJ‘ ME COMPAITY
I‘L'J‘-u T '."53 L. MAVIEY 1 Janwary 1970 - 12 June 1970
MAJCR LIVIK L. SOIDHO!‘T 12 June 1970 - 31 December 1970
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BATTALION OPERATICNS 1970

During 1970, the 10th Coubat Aviation Battalion provided contimuocus
aviation suprort to the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) and the
Free World Allied Forces .(F‘JAF) in Military Region 2 (MR 2). This summary
of the najor operatimms and activities during the year is,s of necessity, a
concise and coﬁ&eﬁéed- presentation. While providing aircraft for many
missions which do not constitute a significant activity, these missions
wvere an integral part of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion's mission in
the Republic of Vietnam.

JANUARY

Major aviation support for January was provided to the White Horse
ROK Infentry Division, 23rd ARVN Division, Deputy Senior Advisor for
Military Region 2 (DSA R2) and Ath Infantry Division.

The 48th Asseult Helicopter Company, coptinuing to provide support
to the White Horse ROK Infantry Division (WHRID), airlifted 1300 troops
of the 30th Regiment into the Dang Bo ldountains north of Deng Ba Thin
on the 12th. When the operation concluded on the 28th over 4500 troops
had been inserted with the following results reported by G-2, WHRID:
Seven (7) eneny KIA'é, seventy-two (72) POJ's and nine (9) captured
weapaons., On the 23rd, the 48th reinforced providel aviation assets for
an airaobile assault for the 29th RK Regiuent for. an operation in ths
mountains north of Ninh Hoa. This action resulted in thirty (30) enemy
KIA's end fifteen (15) weapcns captured. Thirteen (13) enemy KIA's and
nine (9) weapons captured were the results of an operation conducted om
the 28th by the 28th ROK Regiment which were airlifted by the Blue Stars

reinforced into an arez aorth of Tuy Hoa.
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The 92nd Assault Feljcopter Company loczated =t Dong Ba Thin provided
support to a variety of wmits in all of the seven souvthern provinces of
Filitary Region 2. Suonort was provided to the 23rd ARVY Division, Deputy
Senior Advisor fer iiiitery Fegion 2, 5th Special Forces CGroup, 29th and
30th Regimehts of the White Horse ROK Infantry Division, 18th Engineer
Prigede, 4th Infantry Division, end Cam Renh Bey Support Commend,

C~mp Coryell, home of the 155th Assault Eeliconrter Company, came
under attack on 6 January vhen five (5) rounds of 82mm mortars impacted
within the compound resulting in no casualtizs and ohe aircraft slightly
damaged. Priority of support was to the 4th Infan?.ry Division in Pleiku
Province., In support of the 4th Infantry Division, the 155th flew twenty
(20) combat ascaults w-ich resulted in the zirlifting of 198 iroops and
11 tons of cargo.

The 192nd Asszult Felicoptar Compenv, located =t Phan Thiet, con-
dueted eirmobile operations in support of Tesk Force Sowth. Combri
assaults vere flowm for "C" Company, 75t: Rongers; 1/50th Mechrnized
Infantry; and 2/1st Armored Cevelry resulting in six (4) ememy kills by
eir (KB4's) credit~d to the gunshins (Tig:rsharks). Throughout the
month, sniffer, psyops and rIassupply missions were also flown for Tosk
Force South.

The 243rd Ascault Suro>r " Helicopter Gonpény brovght improvements
in the perimeter and s2ciiv; in the base camp at DBT. Yew concertins
wire, two personnel bimkers. replacemen® of 21l trip fleres, and two
starlight scopas en“encsd %2 security of the umit. Fo-*sht Tr-in
eireraft worked throus-o vl the seven souvthern nrovinces of M litary
Rr‘:":io:; 2 with one =iy . v t=%ng stationed »t Ban )= Thuot and one

at Phan Thiet .. .77~ ce to provide better support to the units in those
38
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.with one aircraft being statiored et Ban e Thudt ofid one-ot Phon Thiet

‘_in efTorts to nrovide batter support to the vnits in those areas.

"he 2°1st Assavlt ¥2licop*er Comneny nrovided support for units in cen-
tral Yilitery Reglon 2., Turing the month aireraft were furnished for a div-
ision combet esszult =nd for regiment-l crmbat essaulis for the White Horse
ROZ I‘nfantfj I‘-ivision.. hd%iox} aseets of the 2818t cont’nued sunporting
the MACV Tecondo School,

The 10th Tombet Aviztion Pat®alion in iis contirning svprort of 'Hl-
itery Tegior 2 compiled the following st-tistics for Jenuery: 11,6%9 hours

“lown, 29,274 sorties, 59,275 troons sirlifted and 4157 tons of cargo hawled,

Sun~ort of the s ven scuthern wrovinces of Militery Region 2 by the 10%th
Combat Aviztion Battalicn was con®inued in Febru:ry. Thovgh not tasked with
22ily support of the northern oart of Military Regica 2, battalion aireraft
{2w in srpport of the Ath Infantry Division in Fleilu Frovince, Canitol R(X
“1fantry Tdvision at /n Son, end the Support Comand at “wi Nhon,

The 48°h Asseult Heiicopter Company, whose -::lmry mgsion is aviation
suprort for the "hite Horse R(X Infontry DPivisiin, provided aircraft to
the 267t4: Comb-~t Avistion Bettzlion on the 12th in execution of =n 2irmob-
ile omer~tion for the G-ni“ol "Q Infentry Mivision (C™ID) =% An Son. On
. the 20th, t-e8 47th =irlified 500 troops of the 30th Regimert, HRID into ten

(10) 1anding zones (1.2's) west of Fh-n Ranm, “his oweration yielded six-
teen(15) enemy XIA's srd eleven (11) small »rms ca-trred.
' “he 92nd ANC con“in-ed its generzl sup-ort missior of 'dlitary Region 2
wi*t-h‘-pfi;:.r:"f{:; going..'to--théf 23rd ARVN DNivision, ~'ith the 23rd ARVN Division
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» frecuently changing its area of omeration, *he 9274 was often called upon

- to provide aircraft for .lorge “roon moves. During the month the Sidekicks,
*he $2nd A oon Tlatoun, reccrded fifty (50) confirmed enemy PA's, twenty-
five (25) suspected eze~y ¥2A's znd one (1) str-cture dest royed.

The 155th Assaul® Helicopter Company conducted ten(10) comdat »ssaults
iz s-vport of the 23rd- "‘I” T™ivision end Tetschments D-23 =nd B-50, 5th SFG
o~er~tions, "he 155th susteined two mortar attacks dvring the month, n
the ©th the Frse Cemp reaceived six (6) mort-r rounds ci~sing d-mage to ome
structure »»d ~gein on the 2°*h, six (%) mort:r rounds imnected in the com-
neny -Ten with negrtive dom:=ges,

Febru-ryv proved to be a busy month for the 1¢°nd ANC Polecnts =s’ they
continned nroviding svport for Tesk Force Scuth, Four Combat Assavlits were
flown for Tzsk Force South and-one c~mbah cssz2ult for the 44th Regiment, 23rd
ARVH] ™vision., Tigershzrks were credited with 14 czemy XSA's during the
zonth., The 162nd guns were also lavrnched ~t various times to provide cover

v medevae aireraft.

The 243rF ASYC comnletad four nmersoanzl brakers diring Februarr -nd
also received nevw 'ririrg for the nerimeter ligh i:s sye'em es they continued
their effort to imprové the mecimeer of the ¢ :3uuy erea., Sup~ort was coz-
tinuved for Task “orce South i- “he Ph-n "hiet ir=a end “he 35th Ingineer
Croup ~nd 5th Specinl Forces ~roup in the B-n i ah mres, The followin
vnits &lso received aviation support from the 244 A%2: IFFV Lriillery,
VHRID, £7ID, 23rd “"VH¥ Tivision, 90V, 22nd ARV Ditvision =nd TSt MR2,
Freight “rein nirer-ft were c:)led uron to recover six (6) downed nireraft

cdvering +he month,
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