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Dascripticn of Unit Crest 

The nSoldiers of the Slr.,l' r."':;.ct approved by the Institute or BeraJ.dr.y, 

United States A::rrr.y, and au-:'l'oO!'ized for wear by members or this unit, 

CCZlsists or a gold colored metal and enamel insignia It inches in height. 

The canponent.;; a4~e e. blue annulate surmounted by a pair of gold wi.ngs 

with a black belt barbed and flighted with gold. Beneath the basic 

insignia and Grossing over the bolt is a gold scroll inscribed with 

nSoldiers or the SkY' in black letters. 

SYMBOLISiol 

'l'lls ·w-b.e;s reFre&tmt the aviatial function of the battalioo.. The bolt 

also :"i:·P.rree to as a rtguard" is an arrOlo1 used with the cr.oss bOW" and 

reprGsents tr.e lldlitary personnel transpcrted by the battaliem. The 

annulate, symbol of fidelity, refers to faithfulness to duty. The bolt 

and annu.lD.te also suggest the characters eme and zero which carrespmds 

to the battalion's numerical designation • 
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UNIT 

HQ, 10TH ABC 

ORG~'U:ZA!IOliAL CaRl' 

LOCQ'IOJ 

Dong Ba Thin, RVN 

HQ & HQ Co, 10TH' ABC Ixmg Ba Thin, RVN 

130TH }fED !lET O/A Dong Da Thin, RVN 

339TH I.vN DEl' (DIV) Dong Ba Thin, RVN 

48TH AVIATION COHPJ~ 
(,i.sSl1ULT HELICOPTER) Ninh Hoa, RVll 

286TH MED DET 0/ A . Ninh Boa, RVN 

92ND !Vli~TION Ca~4~ 
(l:..SStlULT HELICOPTER) Dong Ba Thin, R~l 

155TH I.VI1.TION COM?I..NY 
(J.sSflULT HELICOPTER) Ban Me Thuot, RVlI 

8TH MED DET 0/ f~ &n Me Thuot, Rvn 

1921'lD .t.VL~TION COOlm 
(faSSI.ULT HELICOPTER) Phan Thiet, RVN 

19BT1i MEn DET Phrul Tbiet, lrlr'll 

363RD l.Vll DEl' (DIV) Pban Tbiet, RVH 

24,3RD "lVIJ:IION C~ ... U{I 
(I.SSl .. tJLT SUPPORT 
HELICOPTER) Dong Bs. Thin, RVlI 

2815T .i.VI:.TIOlI COMP Mlr 
(!...SSAULT llELICOPl'ER) Nba Trang, RVN 
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Are~ at Operations 

The ;'esiana,ted area. of operations tor the loth AViation Battnlion 

(Combat) is the seven southern proVinces ot the II Corp Tactic?~ Zone. 

The tollowing list is of those se,'en provinces in sout.~ern II Corp: 

Bi.'lh Thunn, L""m l))ng, ranh 'l'huan, Tuyen Duc, C)umg Duc, K1.'lanh H~, And 

Ihrlo.c. These provinces h~ve a. comtlon border ot alrost 100 miles with 

C~bodin on the west, ~nd they enjoy an eastern bord~r of over 280 miles 

with the warn South Chinn Sea. 

The geographic regions ot this area may bo generally t:i video into 

the COc.stu plain, the l!lount~.i.'l rc~ion, and the plfltenu region. The 

Vietnamese ee~coast h~s p~ impressive length in proportion to the 

nt\rro\mess ot the countr.f. _~d it is the 3en t.o ,.hich many of thE:' 

pct:>ple ot Vietnam turn o.s their main tood md economic seurce. The 

plentifUl ~t~d~ce of $c~foods is sustained trj the numorous fishing 

hP~cts locvtc~ all clong the se~shore. Snlt is obtained from the 

Oc,,&n in scvcr~~ large multicolored evapor~tion t~r.ms sc~ttered ~long 
I 

the const. The co~str-ol plain occupies th~t narrow z~ne bct~ecn the ; 
! 

EOUI'1tninl 3lld is itoelt VtU"ied in °goOIlOrpholoGY_ In sOJ'I\e nret.s ric~ 

sillc~ deposits dOlUn:l.to this zono, \lher!;~s in a:rens 'Where rivers tlp'" 

into the sec., wide :tlluvial deposits nre prc·vtl.lent. The rich silt 

deposits of these strcr.ns and rivGrs nrc 1'l:.'linly devoted t.o :ric~ ngriculture 
\ 

with a.s D.."'.lly AS four crops per ycer being grO\·m in sOrlO orens. N~tur~l 
I 

harbors arc obundnnt alone: the coa.st "1lld C~Ill R~r_'l is snid to be (\ne 
J 

of the finest natural hr.rbors in \9i::\. Tho prmcr;sr co~st~ cities in 
I • 

this region ".TO l1inh Bo.~, Nb:L Trr.ng, Ph.'Ul Rr-ng, and Pht'n Thiet. I'Ji is 

Phan Thiet that is reputed to be tho ~ 0!Yl center ot Vietnar.. This sauce 

is produced tro~ sclt-vntor tish ~d is used by the Vietn~D.csc to se~son 

their food. 
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Tho llCUJ'ltc.in rogicm oxtends sonqra.l.ly o.long 0. north-south line 

and ranges up to over 6BOO f~et in olev~tion near Dnlat. Dalnt is 

the J4rgest city in the mountain region o.nd is surroundoc2 by pine covered 

hills overlooking lakes SODa 4000 fOGt abovo SGa. level. Tr~s city was 

foun~ed in 1893 by the femous French doctor YerSin, who recognized 

the site's heo.lth-giving qU3.lities. The surrounding area is Q. fnl:loUS 

huntinB aro.:J. for tigcr, p!lJlther, lec.par::1, olephant, stl'.g, be.:u-, pOE~cock, 

phocscnt, end jungle fowl. Tho city itself is very picturesque and 

shows tho Frtmch influence in its buildincr designs. E ch ch.:llet-style 

vill~, with its cnrei'ulJ.Y tended lawns ::md garc.:.ons of c.:J.nn:ls, gladioli, 

hibiscus, roses, miDos:l, boug:,:,j.nvilL::l.ea, Mtl others, st~nds in 0. p,:rk 

ot its own. Cultivt!tion in tho Ilountian region is linitec1 to SI:B.ll 

cleared arens that are sODet~es on ste~p slopes. These are tended 

one or tvo years with no regard for cons~rvation ;rnctices and then 

nbandoned. Tho balance of this rogion is covered with canso multistory 

rain forests. 

Vest of the Ilountains is tho p~te.:J.u region, orA this zone 

comprises ~ good portion of DarInc pro\~ce. The terrain is g3Dt~ 

rolling hills and 'Where not under cultivC\ticn is covered by a thick 

'. growth of gr:lSS t..i.at ooy ro:ach eight to ten fec:t in height. Ban ~fe Thout 

. is tho principal city of the plAteau reeion c.:r..d is thE: hub of. all 

: major lmld ond air routos in this western region. This city is also , 

t.he tr.:J.di ticn..'l.l ca.pi tol of th.J Monta.cnard tribes loc!l.tod in the 

pl:Ltenu aMl surrounding mounto.in region. i'h.Jre ere numerous tribes 

end tribc.l groups in this ('.rea., but the lnrgest is tha R:'.t:e whoso 

influence extends troJ:!l Kontun:. to Ban Me Thout. 
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1leo.ther 1iJ'l..:ooughout the :u-eo. COll be di vi:led into the II\1a:t01" 

J:IOnsoon, June tbrouah September, ~ the wintor monsoon, JIovonber 

through April, with tho DOnths ot May tmd October o.s periods ot 

transition. 'During the S'1.lJ::1I:er tho winds c.ro south\lestor~ bringing 

r~ to the plAtoa.us c.nd DOuntnnous areas. The winter mnSOQn 

brings a. northe:1sterly .£:10\1, with r:n.ns }.'refJoLlinately to the ea.st ot tho 

moun~s. Tho tw co'nst:ll provinces of Dinh Thu::.n end linh Thuan nre 

gcnorl"..lly uno.rfected by oi th~r sensen. 

While these seven provinces c..re the gcnero.l a.rea. of operotions, 

the 10th AB(C).ha.s on ~y occasions flo\lO further north to Plciku, 

Kontum, Phu Don, l'hu Yon,' onc1 Binh Dinh prOvinces to support operations 

in the se arOllS. 
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HISTORY 

On 23 August 1965, tho l'··:~C:u;~r:.cr.:.:nd licw.dqua.rtcrs Cotlpany, loth 

Avia.tion Bllttelion lI:lS a.ctivated Qt Fort Benning, Georgia. On 15 Octobor 

1965, !l. SJ"'.Jill advanco perty for tho bc.ttillon orrivod a.t ~ n S::m Uhut 

Lir Base to dotcn:.ti.no t~e de:stino.t1on and a.ssignncnt of tho unit. The 

:ldvonce party 'Wa.! briofGd a.t Hc::.dqu;:u-tllrs, USl.RV and was notified th:;t 

tho 10th Avio.tion Bat~~on 'Wns :lssienod to the 12th Lvio.tion Group. Tne 

location solectod for sUltioning the now unit Wo.s DOng B:::. Thin, a snall 

strip of land cn tho westan shore of Can R::lr.h &'y. 1-Jhen the ad":.!lce 

party :lrrived on 17 October, they found the nninla.nd side of tho roy ho.d 

beon iIlprovod only to theoxtcnt that :l so.o.ll. dirt airstrip DJld n SpcciaJ. 

Forces Dct~chD.cnt, :9-51, W0r13 pri';co.riously perched on tho only dT'J gr:)una 

in tha viCinity. Bc.sic~lly, the J):lng B...-:. ~in c.rl..~n \.,,~s 0. SW:llllP \lith dense 

. jungle vegeta.tion" inundatr.:d by tho he'~VY ro.ins of tho monsoon season. 

Tho advo.."lco p:::.rt"J selected the ini tia.l si to and stc.rtod n clc.:u-ing 

opcrc.tion to further icprove tha c.roa.. 

At 1000 hours on 28 October 1965, the MSTS McGro.'W dockat at C:m. &nh 

Bay and by 1500 hours tho mdn body of tho 10th ll.vio.tion ~ttilion ho.d 

arrived o.t Dong Ba Thin. Tho tot:ll tlOVO!:lcnt tiIile had boon 18 dllYs. Tho 

n¢'W o.rrivals 'Wore greeted by Major Consto.nco of tho 117th Avia.tion Con~ 

l'.a.jor Wigt"ins, of th~ 129th Aviation Ccnpc.ny. Tho 117th end 129th 'Wera 

tho t'irst t'WO cmpa.nics to becl..'lJ:lo tlCllbcrs.of tho Be.tt:llion. Tho third unit 

to join the loth Bo.tto.lion V'...s the 4S---11h .t.vintlon CoJ:1pany, 'Which Qrri vod 

at Pho.n iiMg, approxino.te:ly 2; mlos south of J):)ng Eo. Thin, on 26 Novct'lbOl" 

196;. 
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On 25 DccC!.i.b.-.r 196!', t!;o U.5tb f.irllit Pl::.toon \.r.:s Clssi6.'lled to tho 

lOth B..:.tt.:llien 1l.:i. th h::Ile stC:.tion a.t llh!" Tr::mg, RVN. This p1o.toon ~s 

assigned the cission to provide helicopt~r suppcrt and tronsport~tion for 

tho P£~dq~~l~orS, 1 Fi~ld. Forces, Victnac. 

11s the your droll to n. cloDe tho 10th .';.v:k .... tion B:::.ttQ.lion W.3.S oooposcd 

of tho 48th Aviation Compeny, the 117th Aviation Conpany, the 129th 

Av~tion Coop:ny and their SUP1:.orting det~~ch:ncnts, the 145th l.irlift 

Pl.z:ltoon, ::md Ho:u:iqua.rtcrs a.lld Headquarters Conpany. 

TIle 10th Lvi~tion Battclion VelS relenscd fron tho 12th ~,~~tion 

Group and a.ssigned to the 17th Aviation Group on 1 MCrch 1966. This action 
, 

reduced tho distnncc to th·: next higher Hea.dq~tc.:rs fro!l 170 no.utic.~ 

Diles to 15 nautie;:.l nilos (Nrul Tr~ versus S~ieon), which nat(.;rially 

ianroveu tho rcs~nsivenoss of c~d and edninistrntiva actions. .. . 
On 10 }ouch 1966, tho l35th l;.'\riation Cc.opa.ny (Fl-ILT) ws a.ssignod 

to th~ 10th Battalion under op~r~ticnil centrol of R:adquo.r~s, 1 Fiold 

Forcos, Victnao. The 2Blst Lvi~tion Coc~~~ ~~s a.ssignod to the Battalion 

on 14 July 1966 end wns under tho operationa.1 control of the 5th SpociaJ. 

Forcos Group loc!'.ted i.~ Inn Trcng. Thu 123rd l.vi .... tion Coopany (p.econ­

n:UssanOG Jdrpla.no) \138 stationed at lhng B:l Thin in JAtc June:: and was 

assigned to the Batta.licn on 14 July 1966. With the addition of this 

unit, tho rc.nks of tho loth f.viation R'ltta.lion h!ld swollen to enconpass 

six Qviation cooponies engaged in oloost every aspect of canbst and co~t 

SUpPOrt activity in tho II Corps Tacticul Zona. 

As the calendor ;roar 1966 CallO to a close, thE; 10th Cocbc.t Avi:::.tion 

Ba~t:llion vas cooposod of tho folloving units and their supporting 

dot:lchllents: Hcc.dquarters and Heo.dquo.rtGrs Cooper17j 48th Assault Helicopter 

COtlPallYj 28l.st AsSD.ult Helicopter CoJ:lpony, 129th Assault Helicopter CorlpaDYj 
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_ Hc.:licopter Cor.;:::my • 

Durillg 1967, 0. ye:J.r of effervescence, the Vr'~bc'nds underwent 0. 

co~plete transformction in org~z~tion. Tho 48th was lost to tho 26Sth 

Coobo.t .. lviutiGn :Sctt..ilien cffcctivG 1 S(';ptCllbor 1967. The 61st Ja.Ss:lult 

Halicoptar COD~ arrived in Qui Nhon on 15 Hove~ber 1967 and wcs we1cooed 

and briefed by tho V~g~bonds at their n~w ho~e at I~ Son. The 61st was 

dec~~Gd opcration~l on 20 DeoGCbcr 1967 and was given the Dission of 

Gonar:.1 Support of II Corps. Tho 92nd Asso.u1t Helicopter CoIlpany arrived 

at c.."Ul &.nh Bo.y on 23 llovenber 1967 and Wi:.S 'Wc1co::l6 .:lnd briGfad th:lt 

S:lllO dny o.t Dong Ba Thin. T:10 CoOlXL"'lY ws dec1ured oper~tiono.l on 12 

Dec~er ~d two do.ys later proviued o.vintion support to the 1st Brigade, 

101st .Airborne Di ,,~sicn. On 1 Septotlber 1967 the 129th was re1eo.scd 

: tron. the loth Buttilion o.nd roo.ssigncd to the 268th Coobat J.vio.tion Da.tta.llon. 

; Tho 10th Ba.tto.l1on was assigned c. socond Chinook conpo:my on 9 NoveTJbor 

; 1967. This wa.s the 243rd I~sault Supoort Heliccpter COl:pc.ny \'Which cade . . 
i 
;it's home in Jbng Be. Thin. The 1SOth Assault SUpport Helicopter Company 

: was with the lOth Battalion untU 15 November 1967, at which time they 

torere also rea~signed to the 26Btb COLlbat Aviation Batto.lion. The 196th 

Assault Support Helicopter Company vas tlssigned to the loth Battalion to 

;. replace the 1SOth on 15 November and continued to operate from it's home 

base at Lane krmy Heliport, An Son, RVN. 

The year 1968 brought new additions to the Battalion and Q few dele­

tions. The 117th was reassigned to the 12th Combc.t I.vio.tion Group 

effective 1 Jnnuo.ry 1968. On 1; January 1968, the 192nd Assault Helicopter 

Company ws a.ssigned to the loth Battalion nnd WilS promptly plc.ced in 
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Company w;;s assigned to the 10th D.::.ttalion .:md wes p1"OllJptl,. placed in 

direct su:P:?ort. of the 3rd Dattilion t .5OSth Infzmtr.r at Plum Tbiet. 1 

J\D'le '-958 broUZht the llst tri2.illSformation of the 10th Battalion .lS two 

units i:rere J.cl.c.led and. two reels signed. New units uere the 48th Assault 

Helicopt~r Compsny: ,,:?hich l"o.S given the primary mission of provid.ing sup-

port. for the 9th IlO!( Infantry Division at Ninh Hoa t <mel the 155th .;\ss:lult 

Helicopter COI'll'p.i:1Y whose assets went to the 23rG. ARVN Division, Special 

Forcos, -:::nd !-HCV u.-uts .:.round the Ban Me Thout ;.lreJ.. Units dep:::.:.rtine the 

B~ttalion liere the 61st Assault Helicopter CompanrJ snd the 196th Ass~ult 

S\..'Pport Helicopter C0nI?any. These units \iere re.lssignecl to the 26Sth 

Comb~t ~\~ation Eattilio~ 

.'is of 1 June 1968, the 10th Combat Aviation Datt.3.lion was composed of 

the follo\-r.i_1'l3 lmits a....'":\C. their Sl..'Pporting detach1lents: He.ldquarttrs end 

• He.:::.dc:.uarters Compcmy :Jot Dong Ba Thin, the 48th :\ssault Helicopter Company 

at I~m' Ho.::., the cpnd ;'lss.:lult Helicopter Com;>my .3.t nong B3. Thin, the 

.. 

155th .... ss3.ult Helicopter Company .it Ball Me Thout, the 192:nc. Assault Heli-

copter Co~p~~y at Phan !hiet, the 201st Assault Helicopter Comp~y ~t 

In,a Trang, ;md the ~..J.:.3rd ~~ss.3.ult Support Helico,ter COm:?any .lt Dons De 

Thi.,"l. 

ing no ch.:.naes durin~ the rer-.d.ncler of 1969 .:l."ld.all of 1969, things begen 

to ch.:.:n~e 1.'1 t!1C l:..tter h:1f of 1970. On 13 :,U;,:,-ust, the 19200 .\ssa:u1t 

Helicopter Company mo"rec~ from LZ Detty at PhJ.n Thiet to Phan R::.ng .'I.E, 

P!l.in Ibng, R"·m. On 15 October, the 103rd ReconnJ.issance .fdrpLme COJDP3llY 

10c~tcC! at Dor..g ]J;:l Thi..., ''1,;'5 welcomed b;lck to the 10th Combat Avi:ltion 

~~tt.liion fr~ the 223rd Combat Ay~ation Battilion. jt the end of October 

7 
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the ~elst lss~ult Helic~~tcr Company at Nha Trang closed out combat 

oper~tions i.~ ~ in ~r~~T~tion ror de~ctivation. De~ctivation ceremonies 

",ere held on ll~ December 1970 at He.ldqu.lrters, 10th Comb;:;.t Avi~tion 

D.ltt.llion thus brin6i."'lf; to Cl close the ~:Intruc~.ers service in RVl;. 

At the close of 1970, the 10th Combat llviation Ibttalion W:lS composed 

or the follo,·:i."1Z units and their sup,orting detachments: Heooquarters 

~1 Be~c;~rters Comp~Ay ~t Dong D~ Thin, the 43th 1ssoult Helicopter 

Compe.."'l:7 .• t l~i.."'lb Ho...;., the 9?nd Assault Helicopter Comp<.U1y .:t Dong D;.). Thin, 

the 1.55th :iss::.:ult f1clic~ter Company :It D:.n l1e Thout, the 183rd Recon-

n:Uss;;:.nce :~:".r";l..:.."'lC Com:,Jz.r.y at Dong n.:::. Thin; the 19:2nd : .. ssault Hclicl)!')tcr 

ct Don.:; B:. Thi .. '1 • 
.. -~ ... .' . .... ~ Of-.... . 

of :97~. the 10th Comb.!.t Aviation Battalion beg:.:'Jl a 
. 

l'lit:l t!":.e bccil~..i,."1g 

.. prrioc of trecendous C!laJlGC. On 30 J~Ud.ry 197'. the 155th Ass~ult 11eli-

c~ter C0ln?a:-..;," cOr:J?leted its in-~ctivation leaving B:...."1 Me Thout 't-n.thout 

;3.\"i ... tion s''9~ort. To fill the void i:..'I'le provide the ~3ro. ..".RVl:l Division 

with neecled ~ir su;>pert J. l'ack~e of si..~ (6) UH-lH J.IlCl two (2) UH-1C 

e.1rcr,;.!'t ii~re sent to Ea.."l 1-1e T::.:,""";. frOi!: the 19."n(2 Assault Helico~er 

frClUl the 9::;:-~': .i.ssau.l.~ l~~lico?ter COlit'..:.ny :.ss'.!mec. the mission. :Uso in 

Comb.:t :~'''i:-tio::1 :;:.;.tt.J.i~;l :··.t Don ... CC' Ha. llVl·; to sU":',,:,ort the :~;r,1H 'Oush into 
, • .t.: " 

WOS t :: Lam SOll 7~."':" In G.:.rly li'e:'ru.::ry 197'. :~ Troop 7th Squ:;.c.ron 17th 

• 
.. 

lL..'TJlf D:!.'\1.sion. The lJ.st tle.a~( of M:.lrch 1971 three un1 ts from the ,.st 

-:.-:. .... , .·h"ision .\innobUc were assigned to the 10th Comb.:lt ."viation 
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De.ttillon. They "'"IDi···O,: -il-;D '~:!nie; .of tht;: 221\h ;·wi,~ti.on &ttallcm. 

C Comp~ Wo.s sent to l·!in.~ RoJ. to fill the role the !:,Gth ARC left be-

hind. D me". D cOrDpJ.ny were both st:tionecl at Dong ~ ... ~ '1'111.'1. On '-7 July 

1971 D/227th ~lCS rellssiened to the 266th Comb:;.t !lvi...'.tion B.:ltt.~lion snc 

movec.l to Tuy RO:l, aVl'l. During the month of August: the !:U:.3rd Assault 

St'9~~ort. Helicopter Canpany, S J,uGUSt~ a..,,"'ld D/2:"'7th Aerisl !ieapons Com-

;r:r.y: ::9 ;\%l'1Ust were in.:lctiv.lted. December brought the final ch.:nges 

to the 10th Comb.:o.t :~Yi...:.tion D.::.tt21ion. On 1 December the 1C3rd R.econ-

n2.iss::.nce ~\iI?l;me Cco;,;.::ny lias inactiv.:?tec.1, also on 1 December the 

92nd ~ss~ult Helicopter Company began its dccctivetion 3nd cOmQlctecl 

on 31 December 1971. Also ;'1 D~ccmber the 19~mi ~·.ssi..ult Helico,ter 

Cornp~'1Y begun its ~e~ctivation proCCGures. With the close of 1971 

the 10th Cornb""t :.Yi·.::.tion Euttalion consistecl of the i'ollo\·rl.ns units: 

Hec.clc;u·.irters .:m.l He~c:.:.u '.!'ters Com;>.lIlY :.t Dong Ds. Thi."'l, .',:)th .\ss2.ult 

Helico;>ter COiDp;!J ..... ·1y at lanh Ho:., 192m: j,ssault l-lelicopter Compmy ..:.t 

Dong 1;:::. Thin, a11d .'1./7/17 .iir C:::';V.:llry Trool' .:I.t Ph..:.n :1:J.l'l3. "lith the 

comi.."'l3 of the ne~l ye::..r 19T the 10th Comb:.t Aviatio:l D:;:.ttilion will 

ell'l its long and slorio\ts rocorC 3S one 01 the fhlest :~viation D:i.t-

titions in the ileptiblic of Vietn~. S~~rtly 1ft~r ! Janu~~J 197~ 

the rot:," :.HC :i..,d A/7 /17 :~CS l-1i1l bf.; rc.:.ssir:,ncd to other t::11i ts .:mrl 

the 19'" , 'PC will 1 t i'" . t· ... · • Lnc .••• com:-. e c ,,5 1."l.1C :;"Y~:, .. J.on. Dy the ene"~ of J :;~u . .:::r-J 

He.:.cl'=lU:lrters .:mel He.3.dqt~rt~rs COtn:'lJ.nY 10th Comb!lt .h."i:::.tion D;tt7.lion 
. 

will .:Uso com:?lete rodeployocnt ;>roceeCil'l3s. The r.l.ll1;r marl)r members . 

of the 10th COr.1b.::.t An .... tio::'l :;).ltt;;.lion t~rou~.h the ye;;·.rs he.ve been 

,roue! of their u."'lit ;:;.nc.l the role it h.::.s pl . .:.yec1 iot"'l the connict 1."'l 

South Vj.etn~'r.. 

9 
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On 29 July 1967, 11 .. \/ USilW General Order 3837, the loth Corlbat 
, 
~~tion Bcttalion vas awnrded the Meritorious Unit Coaoendation for 

excoptionillY ueritorius ~chievecent in the performance of outstnnd1ng 

service during the pG:riod from Decenb~r 1965 to Septatlber 1966. The 

Battalion WQ3 cited for being the only aviation b~ttalion in Vietnam 

having a co~plet~ly nobile field headquarters ~nd fo~rd oper~ting ~se; 

for its capa.bility to displace to any loc~tion in the conbc.t zone and 

undertake coo.b:lt operations v.i thin twenty-four hours after receipt of QIl 

alert order; for its mastery of night and clc.ndestine operc.tions; end 

for a.tt..:lining the highest tlOlltly level of 3.ircr~ft cvnil:lbili ty ever 

a.chievod in Vietn:m.. 

On 15 ! .. ugust 1967, thl9 10th Comoot I.vic.tion Bcttc.lion recei~ed the 

Valorous Unit h-ro.rd 1J,.W US:Xl Gencr:.l Order 4].60. 'l'he &.t~on Wc.s re-

cognized for distinguishing itself b-I cxtraordincry heroisra whilo eng!ged 

in military operations during the :poriod 1 Janu.a.:ry to 24 March 1966 i:J. 

Operations Jefferson, Van Buren and &.rrison in tho. Tuy Boa Vc.llcy. Fly­

ing incredibly long hours, the men of the loth Conbat .lvintion B~,.ttnlion 

~bled rrc-o World Forces to severely wecl:en Co long estehlishad Viet 

j Cong rule n:nd to protect the local i~bi t::mt I s rice harvest. .By looking 

~hrge friendly ground forces bighly a.ir:::Iobile wi thin their opero.tiona.l 

.zone, the bo.tto.lion 'WolS instrtmanttU in preventing the Viet Cong fron 

securing tho rice barvost for their own use • 

On 31 Decet:lb.:sr 1967 IAW UStJri Gener:.'~ Order 6715, the loth Combnt 

Aviation B3ttslion ~s nwnrded the Meritorious Unit Cocoend~tion (First 

O:lk Le:U Clust~) for excoptiono.llY neritorious ~chievument in the JX1r­

fOr.mQnce of outs~~ing sorvice during tho period 5 September 1966 to 

x 
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31 M:lrch 1967. The Bntt::l.1ion ws cited for deploying its field h~ua:rtera 

- other Comb::l.t I~d~tion Bctt:Jion in Vietnam; for coordinating, planning 

and nccOQplishing Dissions vhich involved the extraction end reinsertion 

of a. battalion sized unit with suppOrting £'.rtillery in tbe OJn:I.zingly 

brior pericd of four hours; and, for executing the first battalion sized 

night opero.tion without benefit of illunination. JiJ.so notcd W(;ire the 

unitt s £'!.chiuvcnonts in the dc;}velopocnt, tIrulagement end phj' sic.~l security 

of Dong Eo Thin Post which v~re attc.ined ~ith out detrncting fron its 

t::l.ctical fUllctions. 

On 24 October 1968 Il.'rI US,,~V Genc.:rru. Order 4950, the loth Comb<!t 

!.viation Bctu.lion V!lS ll.l-lnrded the Valorous Unit il'W".Jl'd (First D-....k !eaf 

Cluster). Tha 10th COI!l.bo.t Avition B.-:.tt::.lion and its a.ssignc:d units dis-

tinguishad thGIlsolvoa by extraordincry horoistl while engagod in Dilitary 

operations during the poriod 1 Juno to 20 June:; 1966 near D:-.k To. Charged 

\dth ~oviding the 1st Briga.de, 101st Airborne Division ~d 1~ of the 

Rapublic of Viotn.:m elcDer.ts vi th direct o:vi:;:.tion support during 

operation ,Hawthorne, tha nen of the loth Conb:.t Avi~tion B~tUllion not 

only nccomplish~d their &ission in nn outst~ding tk~~r but also 

porsoil3]Jy deo.l.t the <many crippling de:foQts as n result of their surperb 

oirnobility, CQQb::l.t assa.ult proficiency and dGv::l.st~ting firepower. 

Th1:'oughout the opera.tion, the unit's personnel flew !!lore tht"lIl tvo thoUSC'.lld 

, hours in pertor:o.ing over eight thouso.nd sorties while nirlifting in 

excess of eleven thousand troops and one nUlion !lOuhds of cargo. Tbey 

conducted twenty-five conb~t csoa.ults of pl~toon size end lcrgor, and 
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their naticulous :.ttention t.o detill and technic:]. expertisE! ensured 

tbot thoir wora no :.ircr~'t accidents ~espite tho difficulties of 

bnzordoUs terrain and severe weather. Through their axempl.!l:ry courc.ge, 
. . 

professional CODpetence ond re1ont1ess detorc:i.r.3tion, they contributed 

iEJ:J.oa.sur~bly to the o\rc.rwholr.J..ng defeat of tho enemy during Operation 
.' 

lbwt..l}orne. The:con of th..:. 10th COIlbc.t l.v1.?tion &.ttalion displayed· 

extreorc1inary hero1sn ODd devotion to duty which are in ke.:;ping with the 

highest traditions of the rJelit=r.y service and reflect distinct credit 

upon themse1vos and the Arced Forces of tho Unitodstates • 
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C/.PTm ROBERT E. FITCHE'i'T 

CJ.Pl'_..D~ CH1.RLES H. F.l:lRCHILD 

Cin:..1N n':~CllD S. ':.NGELI 

1 Jan~ 1969 - 19 Janucr,y 1969 

19 Jal uc.ry 1969 - 9 June 1969 

9 June 1969 - 7 ~ugust 1969 

7 August 1969 - 3~ Dec~lbar 1969 

48TH .t:VIJ.TIOli COl.fPl.NY (l.sS.ii.ULT HELICOPTER) 

J-i!.JOR VICTOR E. i·fiCOL, JR. 

Hi:.JOR Rll.Y H. E\T IJIS 

j.L~OR EP.NEST R. BOWLnlG 

C.i.PTl..Di HfJHlEL J. SILVlt. 

1 Jan~ 1969 - 1 June 1969 

1 June 1969 - 2 Decenber 1969 

2 Daccober 1969 - 18 Decanber 1969 

. 18 Decenbc:;r 1969 - 31 Dcceobcr 1969 

mID i..VI1:£ION COMPI.NY. (l.sSAULT HELICOPTER) 

YJ.JOR CLlUDE T. IrE! 1 Jcnt1.1.rY 1969 - 12 li:ll'ch 1969 

'y~OR ROBE:1!t' B. Jl:J<rES 12 ~~ch 1969 - 5 Sept~bor 1969 

Ml.JOR C~ loT. Qtl:.Tl'LEB:~tJ.l 5 Sapt~or 1969 - 31 DGceEb~r 1969 

15STH .;:VI.~TIOF. COl-U':.l!Y (:.sSLULT HELICOPTER) 

. M.:~OR BOEDY L. iiOOP.E . 
J.L:JO:R DEil: M. OWEN 

l-tt.JOR Gl::ll.lJU> H. LmSI 

1 J~~-y 1969 - 25 June 1969 

25 J~G 1969 - 23 DeCeLlber 1969 

23 Doc~~~r 1969 - 31 DocGCb~r 1969 

1921m lNIL.TIOli CQ.fPJ.NY (ASS£ .. U1!l' HELICOP'l'Ill) 

'it~OR P !t.."L G. S'l'RIl~Gm 

M.\Joa ftO! P. ELUO'.i'"r, JR 

MliJOR ROBERT H. AEI·ToEY 

1 Jan~ 1969 - 26 Fcbrunry 1969 

26 F~bruary 1969 - 1 July 1969 

1 July 1969 - 31 Dec~iber 1969 

1 
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TR!~DITlOl'~J\.L CALL Slurs 

Liftr.hipE-'--·----.--S·cn:'C'coccn 

GU:.'"lslrl.!,)s,-. ·--------~.lro.l 
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... ,.!he.. "Stagecoach" patch ot tho lSSth .t\viation Compcny (Assault 

Halicopter) has the following Qmboliso: The crcssto'W represents the 

J.!ontZ!.gncrd popu.l.ation in the 10coJ. !l.r":~ of operc.tions, tho JIRVN Fla.g 

reprosents suppOrt given to the 23rd. IJ1.Vll Division, tho helicopter is 

inCic:'.tive Of the type cof support prov"idod, the !ll:loric::.n f1:lg reprGs£mts. 

the harit.:.gG.ot tho l':leabor::> of thtll lS;th, r.nd the 13 stars on the flZ!.g 

r~prescnt tho support'of c. nloiw country,' just ~s· t.'le Unitod 5t:lte:s ws" 0. 

now country.. 1'h..: cill sie.'ll JlSt!lge:co!lch II reprasonts tho c:.::.rryine of 

troops and· c:u"go evor roU{;h turr..:lin c.s done by the st::g~co::::.ches of the 

old \-lost • 

. The lS5th Avic.tion.Conp~ (I~) wns assigned to the 10th Bnttalion 

(Co:cbc.t) cn 1 Juno 1968 by Genor .. u Order #38, 17th 1.vi~tion Gmup 

(Co:cb.:.t) • 

During 1969, tho 155th supportGd the 23rd !.RVN Division, Detcch:cent 

13-23 ~d :£-50 Special Forces, .I:b:r1c.c, Qu<l."'lg Due, ane Tuyon Duc provinces, 

. end IFFV Ilrtillcry. In tho yec.rs acti vi tics, tho 155th cotlf·iled the .. 

. tcllOlline st:!tistics: 

Hours f1cw,---, -------~----Z7,256 

Troops liftoc1--------·-.-.··-------31,540 

SortU:s---------------130,615 

Cc.rgo ~u1od (tons) 1,-395 
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T!lADITI(.I:TAL CAlI SrG!IS 

Li:rtsl~ip::J-' - ----S~J.1ions 
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92nd :~C (:.H) 

The 92m1 !.,;icti:;n CGJ:lf·:lIlY C-.H) \J;".S consti tutGd 6 J:'ugust, 1964, in 

the Regular I~ :lIld ~ctivated ~t Fort Benning, Georgia. It Y~S in­

nctiv~tcd 1 J:nuary, 1967, in Victr~. Then on 8 Februcry, 1967, the 

92n~~ i.viation C.;);:.~:r.y \10.5 ectiv::::.tcd o.t Fort C~rscn, Coler::.c!o. Tha 

'levance party ar:rivE:d at D.:mg B.:l Thin en 15 Ncvcobcr, 1967, :lOO the ~in 

body arri vcd at C.:l!:l l1ar.h Day en 2; tlovcmbcr, 1967, :lboard the USNS 

G~ner~l John Pope. The 92nd circr~ft \Jere precessed :It Vung Tau and 

forri(;l.i to Dcr.e B:'. Thin during tha first \J1i::~k in Decer:.bcr, 1967. The 

ccnpany Y:lS decl~Gd opcratio~l en 12 Daca~bor, 1967 and ~\Jo days later 

f10y its first l'dssion in Vietna'";1 in support of tho 1st- Drigc.de, 101st 

l~rborne Division. 

During 1969, the 92nd hviation Con~~~y supportcc nunerous end v~ried 

units throughout II Ccrps; 18th Eneinccr Brig~d;:;, D-51 S}:.Gci31 Forces, 

C:-.D. R:,nh r.ay SUJ;·port Co~und, 5/22, 5/27, una 6/;2 IortillcTY, T-.sk Force 

S~uth elancnts, 116th Engineer Dottalion, 5;rd lJtVN Regin~nt, 500th 

Tr~sport:ltion Group, 70th Eneineer Dctt~ion, ~~ oth~rs. ;fuile flying 

fer t?leso units, the fellcHing st .. ~tist:ics y.:-rc cOw~ilG':: 

H::urs f1own-----------------27 J 873 

Tro.:'ps 1iftcJ---------~--·. .. 76,935 

SCrties----------------llB,147 

C~rgo ho.uled (tellS )------------- . -2,788 
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n~tt~-1icn Cporati~ns 

Duri."'lC 1969, the 10th l .. vi::ltion nctt::J.icn (Ceohet) continued 

to support the f,TOlmd forcEls of the sovc-n south;;.rn provi..'"lces of 

the II Cl,..r~l T~!ctic,'''::' Zone. Tho !'cl1uldne- is of necossi ty c c.:;n..!enscd 

prescnt~ti~n of tho ~or operctiuns and activities thlrine the ye~. 

The r(;~1or should realize th .. "1t nan]' othe:.- tUssicms \lore fla\-Ill by ou:l' 

.o.1rcr . ....tt, but th~sc I:'issirJns, w-hi1;:; 1:uing Ct. necli:ssc..ry cor,l,i.JOr..mlt of tho 

oV0rall sch~o of evunts, do not by thvtlso1vos cc-nstitutc a sienificant 

a.cti"lity. 

Boginning the new yoar \lith a.n c.imobilo oper.~ticn, the Blue Stnrs 

sU;·1-.ortod the 28th P.opublic of K;Jre:s, (?.0K) &:~;i.':1ont of the Ur.ito Hors.o 

ROK Wc.ntry Divisic·n by ur1i£ting 555 troops, suppli.3s and equipment. 

This orert..tion netted 38 enet:l"J KIll, 1 POW, an.::1 J2 c~pturod ycc-pons. 

FreI:! tho 5-12 of Je.n:uary, tho hr~;f.;st o~-c:r,.ticn cf the ncnth tc~k pl:;ce. 

742 troops from tho 1st D:lttilion, joth fui£b~nt wc:ri; inserted by tho 

D1uo St~rs into tho nountains n:irthuost of Ph:m R:mg. This ncticn 

resulted in 30 enony' KIi .. and 9 captured wo:tpons. Fre·n 17-26 of Jc...'luarjr& 

a100unts cf tho 29th Rcginont \-Ioro· p1e-cod into tho r.1ountnins northwest 

of Ninh Hoa by tho nluv Stars. Tho 474 troops 1nsert~d brou~ht out 6~{IA, 

Tho nO\l year ~t-:rt.:..\! oft wi th ('~ bene c.t C::np Coryall, h~~c of tbo 

155th l".via.tion Comp~:r (,Assc.ult Helicor:.t-.:r). In kc.:.ping with the ox-,..ected 

Pre-Tot offonsi va, C .J!lf' Cor.foll c~e undor its first hostile a.ttack of 

tho ye:!]: on 2 Jonu:::.ry 1969, \lhcn ton (10) rounds of 82!JD. tlorto.r fire 

foll ..In ,:,r :lOur the CC:l;.oul'ld. L:.ss th.:.!..'l five (5) h:.urs later, tho bo.sc 
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w:LS under ntt:lek o.e:c.i.."1 with tour (4) ro'l11'L~.3 of n-40 rcck"ts striking 

to equip:!.ont or s trueturos. '!\lieu nora duriIlB th" ncnth the lS;th C:lOe 

Uo."'lder Iltta.ck. Ol! 6 Janu~, fourtClt.:n (l/+) 82n~ ::1erto:::.r rounds stI"'.lck the 

compound, this timo 'Lrith devc:.su~tivc results. Six (6) L1I-lHis wIJro do.1:iUged 

.;.s well ns one vahicle. Tho attc.ck of 8 Jmlu.ary was intansifi.:d C!".c1 

20 rO\Ulds ctruck tho cocpound. Three (3) structure~ \1':':1'0 I!~.~.:..;c:c :.md trIO 

(2) nen vera wour.dcd, OIkl of whom ciod c~s a result of his 'WOunds. 

In Jr.nlUll'Y, the 192nd Aviction Coa;..:my (I.sso.ult HolicC;~t>lr) con-

tinuod to wrk tr..rough ;"0 l-icClai n. _It \-ft'.s a fo.st :mel fUl'iou~ start \-Then 

on tho 8th, the 3/506 IXivcd into FSD &:wcrt. With a.ssaults thrcughcut 

the ':0, C'!vryth!ng WIJr..t r:lthcr wull. During the month, I1:my ni€ht 

nissions \l"-irc required. One such Diesion ~.s conplet..,,:!. on tho..: 29th. fJl 

enccy torco of one ba.tt.::lion trie(l to ever run a. cOllpound DJlC "ri.llo.r;i: :It 

Tuy Ph(.'ll{:;. lS'2nc1 61lIlships cxpond~c1 en v.:lI'ious enC!:y positicl'!s fron 0330 

to 0730 h-;t:rs. Tho SG.ving of the vill:lCo is credit.:.'.! l:!l"Gcly to the 

Tieer S!:l..:lrks for their CloSIl ::dr SU1:i!:.ort throUGhcut 'i;hc night. 

Stc.rt1.ne 1 Jnnoory ::.nd ending 28 J~tl:Ir"J, the 2i.:lst J.lv1o.tion Co!lpo,ny 

(. .. \ss~u1t Hclicoptar) had ::.s their n.-.1.n r.ission t1u~ supr.ort of M...".CV 

r.co-:,.nrl,;, School. Ik!.3ic~lly these !lis::ions i.-w,:-lve:d the incortion of LRRP 

Teons C:.nd thu iZovision c-r nccess~ loCisticc.l sUPt-0rt. Four (4) c.ir-

cr:lft £ram the 28lst \rerc co~tt~d to thu 268th Lviaticn Dattalien at 

Phu Riel') to c.id in opera.tions il'! th~t area.. 

The 243rd. 11.vio.tion Con;;:.'l!1Y (Ass!lult Support Hollcopte:r) g:.vc 6onercl. 

sUPI=--ort to ~J units tlu-rJug'hcut tha year. The FruiC'ht Tr.::dns 'Were 

a.1l ever southern II Corps hc.ulil"..g everythina froD rr~sh VGgcte.blcs and 
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f'ood to crtillerJ l"O'Unds :.nd 1:.:Jhicu!:r POL. Who16 villiees to include 

non, wowot!, ::'01 children end ill their pies, rice:, :mil h~usehold goods. 

W'ora dispbcc.c to a core 1i veblo cnvircnIlc.;nt~. The in;:li viduo.l un! ts ef' 

Tack Force South su?~ort~d thrcughout tho ye=r i.~cludcd the 3/503rd 

Infantry l73rd :.irbcrno:! Drig::!.do in tho Ihl..".t/Dao IDe arc!.!., tIE 3/S06th 

Inf=.ntry, lOlst tJ.r C:waL7 Division in thll Pho.n 'l'hiot :J.r~'!, !me tho 

23rd I~VN Divisicn. 1bo \1b.ite Horse ROK Infantry Divisicn receivec a.ir-

cz-Jt L"l tho ere::\. surrol.mding C:·o fi.lllh ~ tiinh Boa. Occasio~l support 

\I.:lS (tiven to tho nOK u."lits in th~ neiGhborhood of' Flni r.iep. -. 

FebruD.ry f'ound the Dlue stars continlling their sU1"~,crt to the ROI{ IS. 

With the =.id of' the 43th, the 28th Roginont launched a.in::vbile oper.'.ltie'n 

Vlf'l'T ,.~ IJn 
... ~ ..... 1.:. if t. Tho 60S troo~·s airlifted into tha Tuy Hoa vo.lley cru.:c: out 

with 30 eneo;y KI~· .. , 4 pari's and 10 wc~pens. Tho 30th ROK &eia~nt got 

into tho a.ct fren 6-1S February. Their e:i. I"!l:bilo or-ero. tiol'l, usil'-(t S25 

troops, ~·IC.S quito successful with GO cnU17 KLl, seven (7) cc.pturcd 

Dunne Febr~ as vell as oth":,:r :.:.onths throU5hcut th~ ye:J.r, the 

92 n,l .:lvi!ltion Coopany (.Assa.ult Helicopter) !-'r.-.vide..-: v~ied avic.tion su~~ort 

to c.lztost i;.:'loryc·nc a.nd wont just a.t,:;ut oV\..t"j"\.,horo. This !!ultiplicity of 

"/5C6th InfantI"tJ ill Ph:-n Thict .. 30th tel{ Rec.;wcnt ;It !)ollB' D!l Thin or.d 

: Scu10r l.dvisors of TuyCll Duc (r.c-~'\t) c.r.d l..::u:;. Dung' (C:J.c 1oe) pl":'vinces. 

Also supportoc 'WElr(.; DSli. II' Corps, 18th EnCin(.:-er nrie~dc.. 116th Enginecr 

Do.ttilion, D-Sl " .... ·ld D-S5 Special Forces, Ca.f;l Ra.nh Bey Support COIJI:!£I.nd, 7lst 

and 27th Artillery, 4th Inf'e.nt1"Y DiVision, :md 19lst Ord.ilu!nce Da.ttcl.ion. 
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During the J:lonth of Ft:. b1'U:11"'.f, the 15sth pt·"vidOd 11&Ost ot tllO 

.o.viation su!,,ort tor the: Spool::l1-orcos, )liko Forco operntion conducted 

.. 
oper~tions w~~~ ti~~ked by heavy cnecy oont~cts ~1 fr6~u~nt utilizatio~ 

of C'l'lJ':.:::Ihips to support tho field units. C::mp Coryell lr.S rohltiv.:.:ly 

~. ~ . ... - ". ~ .. . ......... I 

tho only att~·.ck cf thu ~mth cem.enced :md tamill:lted aft';r 20-30 rounds 

Cperations in F~brunry around th~ Phzn Thiet r~gion got off to a 

sl~ st':'rt fer the 1921~d. liot:ev",!' 011 12 Fe,bru::.ry I Out::c::t &.rc~ C:'.OO 1.l..::rlar 

sivi;;C: by an estma:tcd tl.O (2) cocpc.nies of VC/IN:.... The Tigorsh;:u-k!:: vT~ro 

soranbled and due to thoir effective fi~3 SUPt~rt, they wore credited 

with helpine tu..-rn b~ck tho .'l.gros~ivc: onc.oy att~.ck. During tho anrl:r 

DOrni.n6 hours of thu 22nC, LZ netty' C::u:lG u:r:.1cr an inti..insi'lo corta:' ::.tt~ck I 

.o.s t:!. rosul t of tho encounter. 

February brought tho ccr:pl.:ltion of a !lene C'.r"'.:l fer Hc.:tldqu=.rters 

and F..e::.eq1U!.rlors CotlP.':I.I';:l in. Done Do. Thin. A kl'r~c; CinE:illC.9COpe screen 'WC.S 

rut into o~or~tion fvr better viow"ing vf the vicer ~oticn picturos. A 

Korean te.ilor shcp h::.s :uso bo.;:.n o)c:nod in the conpc.r..y ~ea to provide 

tho persunnel with llvc:Cc.:a. ~li t:::.::r'J i -:'aT.'.5 such .:1.2 dt.:cor·:-;t ions I f~tigue 

ca.ps, r&"lk insieni~, and tailorinrr • 

Tho Dltle Stc.r :tl"O~~ nt rUn .. '" Hoc. wc.s nc.mccl rlvlorth:!.ngton Conpounc!, II 

in honor of WO Lc.uronco ? \/orthir~tcn who \lC.S ldllod in ho stilo action 
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, on 11 Jenuar:y, 1969. In Y.::u:-ch, the ilOK 18 continuod their ai~bi1e 

opero.tions with tho 28th Regil'lont conductina ono in the Tu;y Ho~ Va.l1ay. 

The results were 28 KIlL'!: c.nd four (4) cnl-~ur.:ld r..:Lchinof!U1lS. During 

the period 5-26 March, tho 48th c.nd tho 29th ROI{ Rog:1l!lcnt conductej two 

bc.ttalion-sizcd of.c::r:-..tions usins the 1st end 3rd ThlttcJ.ions. This ccnbined 

effort nuttod 77 KL'~rf:, 20 weapons tllld cr".e (1) radio. The 30th Reei."1-=nt 

cOnCuctoJ ~ rce~ent-sizod epe~ion during ~cr. thct tor~i~tcd in the 

cl.ddlo of .. ~pril. In this mae oper:.rt.icn, tho 48th, 9200, ond 243rd 

contri butorl I:!.uch to . its support. . 

C~J'lp Coryell, home of the l;Sth, !ms b(;C()Ile well know fer tho 

£rc'1uent rockot ond oortc.r ntt.:.cke thct IICh::.rlioll oocbard:l it \lith. 

DuriJ:\..e the !:lonth of ~i.arch, tho cotlt:-cund \l:'..S hit with six l"".:Jckc.:t :.nd !:lc,rtcr 

.::.tt.-'.cks. t~ tot.::-.l cf nino aircrc.ft 'Wor;:. d~il.t1.:·ed :.:'nd four c.lslUllti.:l3 r(:l­

sclt;·;:. The l'st n.tt;'tck of' tho ::wnth occured on 2; lbrch and broueht 

the FrC::l."!t'..lro reread turrtination of c. delicrhtful COOPr'.llY p!U'ty. In this 

a.ttc.ck f9ur (4) ~ WGr.::. w'Ounded bj fr~Wlt:3 fron six 122:::n:1. rockets th::.t 

hit the cor.lpound. T'acsc atto.cks die! little 't,:I bo..~pcr tho l5Sth L"l thcir 

supr;ort of TF Woed. In this operation 13 Conb;:t .\ssa.ults WE::r;.; launched 

£01' tho 5th Special Forces, five (S) for the 4Sth L-.u::'''ltry ftog1l:lent, 

and £c·ur (4) £or Dcr hc Sc c tor. 'I':u~ g:,mcr.:U. AO for 'IF ¥bo~ W:~S in th.:: . 

Ell ?t.~l,."1i! c.roo. 
In J.ia.rCll, tho 192ml c(.)t!tinuud to su~port elem~nt!: thruuehout the 

Pbm;. 1'"cl.s't rot:1on. T'lle pace H S £:1.st Z'.nd f1!r1ous. On the: 8th of lr~C~l, 

::. 350 troOl) force !'ron tho 251st , 252nd, snd 2S3~. Ktke St.l"'lka Force \-1:lS 

ins:.;rted into tho AO Uort.hl"~3t 0: FSil ;~"Jer"~. \Ii th the :-,st'bt;:!llce or a 

2/ .. 31"Cl hOok, the Cl'"ltirt: or..cr-:. tioi."t was COI!!;lctod in le!.ls th~:, four (4) heers. 
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On tha 15th, Co;;:;:.r'.t A:!:.J. :111t!.; ~::.ire l".m in the vicinity of Song )fao. On 

the 20th of l-Iarch, LZ Detty received 14 ounds of 82mm mortar fil""8 with 

neg~tive casualties or damage to equipment. 

The 243rd 1.'li tiated 0. poli~J of keeping three (3) Freight Trains 

RON at Ban Me Thuot to be utilized by ~he 5th Special Forces and MACV 

in case of an emergenC,Y. This practice continued into April yfth the 

Aircra.ft remeir.ing at BMT until baving accU.!nulated 25 hours of blru:1e 

time, at which time they were replaced \.1.th fresh crevs and drcrrlt .. 

\:lhile in BNT, the crevs stayed vi th the l55th Aviation Company (AR) ruld 

received maintenance assist&,ce from them. 

During the month of April, the Blue stars ~~pported three major 

operations for the Korean Regiments. From 15-24 April, the 28th ROK 

Regim~nt mc.de Ul drruebile ~.ssa1.!lt in the l!lountcins northvest of Tuy Boa • 

There tlere 1170 troops on the initial assc.ult a.'1.d th'!s results vere 128 

KIA, 30 macr.inoguns, and over 2000 rounds of ammo captured. Th.. period 

of 9-21 .. April found the 29th ROE: Regiment conducting their operations in 

the mountains southwest of Duc }oW. This operation resulted in 86 KIA's 

and 26 small c!llibcr weapons. From 26 March to 4 April, the 30th ROK 

Regiment yfth a forco of 842 men me.de an aimobile assa.ult into the VC 

infested mot:I1tains north\IOst ot Phe.."'l Rang Air Force Base. T'nis operut ion 

cost the VC 152 KIA's tvo (2) POW's, 59 small caliber weapons and three 

(3) machineguns. For recre!ltional pur;:oses, the 48th becr.;;le the first 

unit :tn the loth Battalion to h.:~ve :m indoor movie theater. The recently 

completed building fac.tures a sec.ting cc.:fX1city of 300 people, a sk,ga, 

and a projBction room. 
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Ce.mp Coryell c~o under a.tt:lck t vice during the month of April. The 
- . 

first a.tt.:.ck on tho 6th d"l.m~:.;\i ten h~l1coptQ:-"s :.uld tva' (2) vehicles. 

On the 25th, the en~J fired ten rounds of 82mD! mort..'\l"s into the ara<l 

a.nd ir..tlictod light c:b;:n.'lge to fi vo COJ:lPMY aircr4't nnd one trc.naient 

a:ircr~t. During the second half of .\pril, the 155th pro'lidc-d ... u.rcrlft 

for 22 Cor.tba.t Aas:l.u1ts for B-2;, (SF), 45 Regiment, 2;rd ARVN Division, 

a~ VarL~c Sector. The 155th also bog~ supporting 8-50 Speci~l Forces 

in their oper~\tions this month. 

On 8 /;,pril, tho Polcc=..ts ::.nd Tigersh<lrks of the 192nd inserted 

elements of the 3/506th In£antr,r into La Huong Phoung Forest. Their 

priln..ory mission vas to loc!':t e a suspected enGl:ly 'b::!.se C<.'lIlp. On the 12th, 

elements of the .3/506th Wen try vere inserted into four (4) LZ I s 

s:1J:ultaneously'. The infen try surrounded end conducted a. se~rch of a 

villa.ge susplcted of being Q, VC h:lven. On the evenL"lg of the 18th LZ 

Betty received an estimr..ted 22 rounds of 82mm Qorta.r fire. .\11 rounds 

landed outside the pericoter ~d produced neg~tive demc~; or casualties. 

During the nosh of April the 281st l'..vie.tion Comp'lllY (A!I) su?ported 

"Project Delta" on oper:l.tion Cess Park at a forward opcr.::l.tiono.l b~se 

in I Corps. Opcr!:.ting from the FOB vere the second flight pla.toon end 

the a.rmed pla.toon. llpprox::1.mc.tl;tly 125 :cen were sent fOl"'W'c.rd to the FOB. 

Fla.nders, hOtle of tho 92nd .t~vintion COt:1p.:m.y (lui), ::nd other IXlng Ba 

Thin ins~L-:tions c:.'.tI.e under .::l.tt"!ck on 12 May. 47 conf'imcd rounds 

\Iere received C!lld rosultedL"l five (5) vehicles, four (4) billets, an4 

tvo (2) supply rooms receiving light d!ll'ililgo. ladditioncl.ly, two (2) 

persons received n1ncr wour.ds from shrapnol. 

May bought a.bout tho end of support of T·'.sk Foreo Wood vith lS5th 

, Stagecoach slicks and Fal.con gunships removing the l::!.st of TFW I S troops 
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trD::1 ths Eu Pr::t.ng ~e~'. on' 18 14.V. A tot.u. of 18 COl:1h:!.t a.SO~\ul.t8 'Were 

conducted throughout ~hy in sUJ?port of TF U:lcd, 2 NSF, B-23 (5th SFG) 

and 45th RcgiDont (23rd ARY1J Division). C: ll!p Coryell crulle under nttack 

a total of four tiI.lt::3 during tha nonth of )f..ay. On the 16th, three of 

theS'o !lttll.cks \l~ro , "'unch.od rasul:ting in light dOll£lgE:l to four (4) £drcr~ 

and ncd.;lr~ta dar:t"!ge to one (1) o.ircr:ltt. One (1) EM W.'lS soriously 
. ~: 

wour.ded and w~s medovc.ced to 'l'uy Hoc. On tha 22nd. of M:iy, 56 rounds 

of 82I:.ti:J. :uld 6Omm. lilOrtars, 75a:l reco1las:! rifle, l'.nq B-40 rockets "Were 

r:;cievcd. Four (4) aircraft wore "nEr:p.~il, the P.l".&:E section h.::.d five (5) 

buildings and nine. (9) trucks destroyed, r.md one guard vas slightly 

\-1Jundod.· On 23 ~foy, thrao (3) oircr.1t supporting :8-50 (SF) were hit 

by ground fire ~usir..g ono to be a tot~l loss o.long with tt.JO (2) crew­

Iilccbcrs gnd t .. v (2) pClssor.gors • 

On 12 ~, LZ Betty at ~ Thiet received an csttc=-t~d 12 rounds 

. of 82mr:. DOrt.~ fire. There were negc.tive friendly casl.lalties and 

only minor dQl!tlgo to the active run~. Two d::lYs l:lter on the 14th, 

LZ Betty was a.g=in under o.tt=-.ck !'.lld !"Gcoivod en esti.'l!l.ted 20 rounds of 

8.2mm :mor't:!r fire resulting in negative d.,n·.go to the inst..~tion and 

. no tricnd.ly cD.s'Ulllties. The next d.:lY, the 15th, ten rounds of 60m 

cort:l.l" ~d 3t1..-ul :.tmS fire \I::'S received. Spooky WQ,S on s"kt10n and ws 

ecployed. On thnt SC!L'lO cb7 Polec:l.t I 250 cra.snli:-d into a. rivar in the 

vicinity of Phan P.a.ng airtield rosulting 1n the de:!th of the Idrcr,:.ft 

I. Comntcnder. Tho other crew' m~rD \lore .o.b1t: to svil:l to shore. On the 

. 16th mXl o.g:::1n the l7th LZ Betty CaJ:C under en~ tire. Spooky end 

the Tigarsharks na.d& tho ereo. too bot for "Ch::.rlia" to continua the 

ntt.a.ck • 
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During thl3 Ii10nth of !.!:>.y, the 281st 1.v1Q.tion Company (I..B) continued 

its support. ot nh'oj~ct lX:lta" in o;-..::r::.tion C~.ss Perk. Tho forw:u'd 

opero.tion41. base WllS novGd tron Hue/Phu Bia to An Boo. at the 1st of the 

month and opordion Ct.S3 park \-1:13 initia.ted. During th~ reloc:'.tion of 

the FOB, the 2nd flight plo.toon w~s rotated l-.rl.th the 1st flight pl.c:!.toon. 

To fulfill the gun cOl!lOitmcnt in the Nho. Tr:.:.ng a.rea., t"l0 (2) Tigcrsr.r..Orks 

from the 192nd woro plcced under tha opor~tio~~ control of th~ 281st. 

In }by, the 281st I""liation ComrA!IIY (Assault F.olicoptcl"') W!lS a\J:rdod 

the N~"rJ unit Comcond:!.tien Med~ for action ~th Project Delta in support 

of a. coobined erms operc.tions in the I Corps area.. titm.ra.l Flaoog.m, 

DePllt;r Coor..mdor of Nc-..val Forcos in RVN, presented tho aU'rd to Mc.jor 

Lynn, Cor:n::l::illding Offi cer of the 28ls t. Brigndier General Burdett I 

CODrnnnding General of the 1st ~a.tion Brie~de; Colonel Kihoro, Co~ar4ir~ 

Oificer of the 17th .lLvi:1.tion Group (Comba.t); Colonel !:aron, CQtll':lCllding 

Oificor of the 5th Special Forces Group {ABN); c:.nd Cc.pt.e.in Henderson, 

Cocmcnding Officer of the ~~~ Rcnh N~v-~ :dr F~cility, witnes~ed the 

presentation. 

On 26 lqr, 1969, the lOth Bi:ttalion wa.s r~dt;3iBJUt.;d lOth f .. vio.tion 

Battclion (Combnt). JIJ.l units vithin tho b~tt.::.lion ruceivcd sit::ilar 

redesi~~tions t~~t went into effect ~t th~ s~e tiDe. 

The 155th l .. vi~tion Compa.ny (.'Ji) during its 2400 flying hours for 

tho month of Juno, supportod units in Co tot.:-,1 of 16 air.:JObile oper=~tions. 

The 1a.rsest of these a.iroubi16 operations \r.lS an insertion of ever 900 

troops south of B.n Me Thout on tho 21st. The l55th also provided 

two (2) st.::,aecoach slicks a.nd tw (2) F:.:.lccn t:unships in support or daily 

1ntalliea.'1co gathering IISnifter" operc.tions. Thesll were instrumental in 
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ob~ intelligenco :md intorr...s.tion concerning the;! enL"1:1Y moVQ1llen~8 

and build-ups in tho surrounding nrCdS. During (l night support mis-.::ion, 

a comand. and control tlh-cmtt with soveral pe.sscngen on board ron into 

IFR conditions on approach to lee Thien c.irstrfp. The aircraft crashed 

.into tho l.:l..1ce and overturnod. No one wes injured, although the nircraf't 

vas conpletely destroyed. In n dc.ring- r;r:cue I the 155th cOT.ll".a.nder 

hcv-ered n~ the vreck3d ~rcr:U't ~ :1.l10ved the \-ret SUl"'1i vors to boc.rd 

the rcsuce aircr~t. 

6 June found LZ Betty recoiving 6-S rounds of 107:1:;:Jrl rOcket fire. 

One round scored a. direct bit on 0 billet l killing three (.3) end 'WOUIlding 

(3) nore. 

During tho contIl of June, the 281st ~\v1c.t ion COI:lpaIly (~\ssm.Il t) 

continued its supper of "Project Delta" on opera.tion Cess Park. On 2 

June three (.3) Intruders ".nd tl..'O (2) Wolf P::l.e..lt gunships vere comrJitted 

to the 129th .I:vi.:ltion Cocpany ( .. \.ss::l.Ult Helicopter) a.t l.:n. Son. Two (2) 

UH-IC eunshi.ps from the 19200 Aviation Campa.",-" (1.H) rem:rlnod ","it·h tho 

28lst until 13 June when they vare re1ccsed and return~d to Ph~ Toiet. 

In June To.sk Force South cdded tho 2/1st f.roored C:.:. vclry to tho 

units in th~ Phan Thiet ::treD.. J:. vigorous progr::.m to increo.se the read 

security between Phan Thlot and Tl;y Phcng r"::quirod the p::l.rticir.ation of 

most of t~.o fly""ble Freight Tr.a.in a.ircr~t. 

July found. the Bluo St.:.rs i'rCllll the 48th participa.ting in the 

pl:lnn1ng :md execution of 0. conb=t operaticn for the 30th Regiment, 

9th ROK Division. This cperl'.ltion invc1v~ .. d tho llfting of 891 troops 

end their com~t e~uipmen~. Conplstcd on the 17th of J~st the r~sults 
> 

shoved 109 fm~ ki110d and 49 veapons co.pturod • 
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Starting t.b:t o~cond hD.lt Cit the yc_~r ott \11th A bcDg, the Side­

kick 8'l;!1s1rl.~s 1'%-0" the 92nd ruoordod 38 contil'r.1ad ldlls, JJ suspected 

ldJ.ls, and a h:U.f dozon stl"'Ucturos dostroyod. The 92nd mm.nten.a.nce 

pJ..:ltoon h::.s ranlly be:n w..:lrkinF.; sinco J.:.nUou-y. .:~rcrc.ft ::,v:lll.ability 

novar dropped bololo: 76% for tha slicks .:md fell bolov 70% only onco 

for tho gunshi~s. 

i:n eneIl!' buildup quite siuiu.r Ul tru-,t which occurcd just betore 

the b:.ri;tlo of Duc Lap :L'l 1968 ~'ns evidenced 'b-J intalligenco reJ;orts 

rc·c.:::!. VC:l !'l'om th~ Due lD.p - Bu Prc.ng (\.Tea.. To increr..se L~ol'IJO.tion con-

Cel"T.~.:.g oneo;y c.ctivites in the 4re::lS c.round Bu Prong ar.d Due 1o.p, the 

lS5th conducted n~us sniffer r.dssions in those ~ea.s in sUJ?~rt of 

the 231'::;' 1U1.VN Divisi'ln .::!..t"ld B-23 (Special Forces). Huch v--..lWlble intelli­

gence wo.s g.:\.thored and r..:my significant sightings wr·~ na.cre. July' 

narkod the return vi the 15Sth's support to B-SO opcr.:l.tions. iUso a 

coC".1t::!cnt to tho 2nd, 3rd, :md Sth HSF (~e Strike Force) \Ins added 

::It this til::.c. With the o.~dad eI1eIr.f buildup, the 92nd :.nd th~ 281st 

fOU4~d theoselves preD~nt ~ro And noro often ~t ~'l Me Thout to land a 

liclp1ng h.."'.Ild in prod.ding a.dequa.'to sllpport to thll ground 1.1%'.1 ts a.t B~ 

lola !huot. 

On 2 .r~, vpar::tion Ca.ss P::lrk II (Proj~ct Delt.l) WilS cCtlplctud • 

.. ~ tho C'.1rcr:.ft .:md equi:p:1cnt cf the 2S1st 1:.\"i".tion Coopruty (J:.H) re-

; tu..""Ued to llha Trang by the 8th of' July. Tho st.:ly· e. t iloIlO \ta8 short . 
lived thrcush, tor on 28 July, Q. cor.mitncnt or oieht (8) -VB-UPs and 

five (S) UB-1C's ~s initiated for Project Delta. (~S2)~ Th& plnce r~r 

: tha FOrw:J.l"d Oporc.tion..-:l Bnsc (FOB) w'::'S :\g:lin in I Corps. Tr.1s t me the 

2Slst h.:ld thu ground sUPl?Ort ot tho !-brines for loc:-.l security • 



. 
! . 

On 12 July 1969, tho 2Slst !.v1Clt1on Cor.pal'J7 (AslStlult Bal1copter) 

v.lS presented th::: V1~t~asQ Cross of (b.ll:mt17 'With Pall:: b7 Major 

Gener~l Qu.:l.."l6 of the VllSF. The ~\I~d 'WtlS ai v\..n for r.erfomanclJ with 

praj\lct Dcltc fran Juno of 1966 to May 1969. ;",ttOndillg tho ce:-rmor.y 

ws Colonel !-l....n(.lnll, CoI!lf'l...::mding orficer of tho 17th CAGj Colenel 

Rheault, C~ding Ofricer of t:."::e 5th SFG (1.:811); .~d LTC St:Jr.J.ey, 

Comr.c::lding Officer of the 10th ll.v:ic. tion &.ttnlion (Conbat). 

In : .. ugust) the 30th Regit:lcmt kicked off ::m operation in the 

n~unt~ns ne~ Ph~ Rang. This W:l.S !'. t-,.,o-ph:!.se oper.:ltien th .. "l.t scn 1400 

troops llirlifted in the ruar:;ed oou..'ltnins by the 48th l.vi=ttion Conp::my. 

81 enCIJy KL"L'S \lora tha rosult. On the 22nd of l~"ll~t, tho 48th 

suppc'rte:d tho 3rd ~tt··:l:ion, 29th RaaiDent vith 0. troop insertion in 

the !'SC.:l sl:I'rounding tho Song Cho Vc.llcy, sl10epine tho entire c.re~. During 

tho closiu6 days of teo month, 655 troops fro!.1 tho 30th Roament t,ero :.ir 

lifted ~to tho ~e ~~o~ to cdvnnce tounrd and ~Gct their sister 

eleoent. The 48th provided planning, co:::un..."'nd and control, doily rosu!,ply, 

night Iledico.l evnucation, ::.nd fira support. 

On 9 l .. U(;:l1St th3 92nd 1l.Vin tien Cocpar.y (I.E) est."!bl:h1:.cc\ :l.D im­

f.il"Oseive s"'~V record. On tr..o.t d;::.to 10,000 hours h::::.d bC6n flo\l!l by the 

\mit 'Without on c.ccident. By the lust day of the tlOllt.h, this had grolln 

into 161 d~s :md 12~OS6 hourG \lith out tUl Clccide:n.t. 

~ith }~st wecthcr detorioroting, tho 155th continued to fly n 

high n~ar of hours. There wore r.ine ~n,~bila oper~ticns conducted 

during tb.\) month. ~~- 8r.t~ ",t s:::.if:<>cr r.is'!i"·ns "fCrc cC":!:!ductod d"'..11y, 

L-: ciri c.rn'!nd Inrl"lc ~ Qu.'lJ'le Duc Prr.v:tnces f(r B-50 Spa6i!ll.:'Fcrco! 
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These !"is:::1ona ·i,-:rcs gi"ren hi~h rr10rities due to the need tor g~thor:l:Dl 

llS wch intolligOllcc :..& pos~1bla Cln cn.:..'I:ly movUor.lClllts ond :lctiv1tics. 

On S J1ugust, T1(Jcrsh=u-k gunships vero scromblod to support elCl:lC:nts 

~r 3/S06th lnfontrJ ~ho h3d cng~eod c sq~ sized cle~ont. Tho gunsr~ps 

C7.~dcd on a burj.or ~d eet the joy of sucing a seccndory oxplosion. 

On that S:::u:lO dey OJ. Rr.neor TOilIil 'W':'S cngc.ged by a superior NVll forc'e ne~ 

Song !-bo. Gunsr~!.Is prov;ided close suppOrt rLS the Polvcate r.:tde a ropo 

ladder extraction while \mdcr intense hostile fire. Tho Tigersharks 

u.:re s<:r:u:lblod six other timcs during the !''lOnth to support elcr.tents of 
, 

TFS who wore in contact. 

lIPrcjGct D.zllUl. tI on o}l'1rc.tion 3-69 kept pa.rt of the ::.ircr:£t of the 

28lst busy' until 28 AUSUSt WhCll Phase I ended. On 18 !4!lgtlst.1969, 

supj:.'Ort for P.aconec SortOol 'W:!.s initiated. ldrcr: ... .ft from the 92nd c~e 

up to \!,:.rk with the 28lst on the first opero.tion • 

:t!ortc.r att:!.ck. Thare ,.'Cro s:;ver.ll people injured, ~.mng then the CO!lpaIlY 

c~lder for Hcndquartcrs Comp~. 

On 22 l.ugust 1969, the 43th inserted tho 3rd B:ltULlion, 29th 

Rog:iucnt ='8 Phase I of 11 two ph::!.sc ope:rntion. Ph::.se II COIltleIlced on 10 

Oct--:-bor "lith the inserticn of tho 30th Rcgb:.mt 9th r.OK Division rein­

forced with ene 'b'ltt .. b.ion. The Regil-:!ont cp.:Jr!lted in the: !!lOunt:ti.ni3 south-
I 

\lO&t ot Nh.J. Trana o.n~ the operation lcnolm ns Dong Eo 9, \·r-s tel':.'lin:..o.tc-<i 

on 19 October. 

On 16 Septetilber, the B."lttd.ion T.:.cticcl. Oper::.tions Center ws 

dopl~yed to ~ Mo Thuot to augment tho lS5th ~v1~tion C~~ • 
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SopteJ:lbcr 2nd brought :l C~SB to the tON;ll"d t:letie:~ site! tMt 

the: 92nd had been opcre:ting :!t B:-.o Loe. On tho.t dc.to, the fc;nr...rd 

elG~3nt rounit~d o.t F1~ers with the r~er ~t the Con~. F1~ders 

~Heliport reci&vecl ~ ~rt~ att~ck on 21~ Saptecbcr th~t resulted in 

tvo (2) nircr~ receiving DDjor ~gG, four (4) ciner d~e, nnd ona 

(1) Pl.:ltoon building receivine licht shr:J.pno.l datlQ6e. 

Septa:Jb~r at Ben 14e Thuot WolS ch:lro.ct~r1zed by the pr~;3enco 01' a 

t,"I'e:l.t nUl:lber 01' aircr:-.ft frOI!l throughout II Corps. In addition to 92nd, 

243rd, mld 28lst nircr;:-~t, tho 52nd .Av1~ti(jn B:.ttc.lion in Pleiku W:J.S clso 

s~ndine down helpful a..ircra.tt. This W·:1S d-~e to the n'oe d for prcviding 

incr~:::!.sed t...".ctic~ end logisticc.l :J.vi~":.tion support to units operating 

in tho Ell Prrulg - Gia Nghia. - Duc Inp - triLlllgle. Sonotimes.lls UMY as 

35 addition~ oircr:-..ft \l&rC working in th(: BHT area. £:l.ch dey. 

Throughout Sd 11t ember , thlf 19211C,' S IlD.in l:U.ssion 'W~s to support 

Tesk Force South. Sni.ffer Dissions vora cC'l"~ucted cJ.nost daily. The 

I usual cOl:li:litoent for those missions 'WCs 2 slicks and 2 gunships. Routine 

resupf.ly mssions vera chily conducted. T:.ctic~ E:lcrgencies were CODl:lOn 

throughout th~ month and the Tigcrs!urks Yaro kept busy in responso to 

tho c~l1s tor help. 

Tho 28lst I.vfution Coupcny (.lli) continued to support "Project Delta" 

on operations "3-69" Ph!lse II l"hich began on 8 Septcr.~bcr. 
~ 

In SoptElilber, tho 243rd found they \-zere sending :lOro c,!'ld more of 

. their crews across the !;lo'lUltdns to the B...'"'.I1 He Thuot arec in support 

01' the 5th Spec1:U Forces, "L~CV, m:d 17th Cl.G. The 1olC:t:.ther in the Btfl' 

': crea bccCl:lC':: a serious ha.ndic~~,. low -cailings a.nd hea.vy rain wde re-

supply 01' tho fire ba.sc:s ('.round Du Pr~e difficult end tlt tiJnes impossible. 
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boc:::.mc know .::I.S th(3 nvo1cc:.no" bec!1'Use of the he.wy onti-:lircrc.ft fire • 

T'.alC Bc.ttnlion Fon/erd T:'ctic:-.1 Oper:.tions Center W:lS deployed to 

Gie. N:;hin in Cctober in cC41junctj.on \.lith and in sup:JOrt of the 23rd 

.. 'l.RVP. Division (LT) ill the Qucillg Duc Province. On 27 Ocu)bar the FOrW':!.I"d 

wee dis~l:::.ced 'b::tckto ]3!.fl' to .:lugment tho lS5th i~vi:ltic;:l Cc·z.'lp:..ny (l:.li). 

Tho e!lcmy intentions south of Bl:T bccc.tlc c1e-.r as i t b~cODe 

evident tIc. t the enemy ,.,es on the mC'le. L.1.Tf.e sized u..trlts iaPved ~.cross 

the C:'.l!lbodi!1 border into positions South of Due Icp. On 25 Octcber, 

the eneny beg:m his offensi va. The 5/22n"~ .i.:rtillery, in )rcp:lrntion 

for the offensivo, built six fira b~ses in the Duc Lap - Bu Pr~ng - Gia 

i.!ghi'.l Triangle. They were fire sup::'JOrt b!.lses Dor;,r, Helen, SuaM, l.:n.· .. lie, 

: .Xatc, al".d Mc.rth::i.. Units of the loth Bc.ttilion, cided by the S2nc'!., 

were res~onsib1e for inserting, exchanging, ~d supporting the troops 

of those nell fire bases. On 25 October, when the ens'!!Y ~..:gnn the 

offensive, Helen C$O und.er att..-:.ck by a. multi-bo.ttulion siz;:;d U11it. 

the 29th of October, the prussurc r..ad become so ere~t on Helen tr.!lt it 

~.s oxtrcctcd in tote1. During tho extracticn a l:lrge size en~f force 

.::I.ga.1n o.tt.::lckcd Helen inflicting he~vy c:lsualties. The extryction \1~S 

comp1~ted on the 29th And tha.t o.ftcrnoon a. rc~~~cnt~l sized onav,y cl(4)cnt 

noved into Helen c.nd c1o.ir.:ed it a.s theirs. On the 30th, H~..rthc. \'r:l.S 

ro10c-ttad to Duc u-.p by c.ircr.:.'.ft fror.: the 10th & S2nd Bo.ttnllons 1mder 

he:lVY IlOrto.r firo. Tho new'b.:\sointo which the troops moved \-/o.S Mike 

&:lith, :l nou FSB in Duc lap. K~te then bcc::::.uc tho :njor v..rect of tho 

eneo.y. En~ anti-o.ircrnrt positions woro nctive 0.11 around the fira 
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bue and OD the 30th rate CNae under sustl'l.1ned an81D7 grcuad attll.ck by at 

le~st 500 NV J.. Two Jok~ ~sh1ps f'rc'!.l the 42th wore d1 vertcd to lAte. 

Oc.e J"ker 'W'l"\S shot d?V1l, crashad, ~r3 ve.s nestroyad "d.th no SUl""dvors. 

During that some day, three addition..1l gunshirs IiInd t:lna C'ff-47 vera hit 

b'J enemy fire in the vicinity of Ka.te. 

~\'hile the r',ajor b!'.tt.u~.on comitr.,ent 'Wns in, the mrr area, the 192nd 

continued with its support of 'l'FS. On.3 October, tw slicks and t\lO 

gunships conducted e combat assault extraction for ncn Cempany, 7Sth 

~~ers. other combat assaults vere conducted for 2/1st C~valry, 1/5oth 

Mecb.."\."lized Infsntr,y, and again for ncn Company, 75th Rangers. 

On 2 October Pbase II (Trojan Horse II) of' Project Delta. on opc;ration 

".3-69" terminated and Phase III st~~ed on October 11th. Both oper~tions 

'Were conducted in the vicinity of l-fai wc ~d out cf the security of 

~g Tri. The MACV Reccndo School bcg!'>D its trnining on 16 October vi th 

the Intruders ns t.he !lyintion snpport. During t.he four (4) do:" ficIn 

oper~tion there were five (S) emergency extractions, t~~ of ~ich wOre 

eccc.cplished ~t night. 

On the 14th of Pt"\vember, the 1xo.l:o :-~t lk>ng Be. Thin Cfl.l!lO uncer I!lort~ 

attack. In nu, seven e.ircre.f't 'Woro dnmD.ged by the ene."'!%y. On the 25th, 

the 92nd opened n fOl"Wrl.rn b~se at Bl-I'T compOsed of six slicks and t'WO 

gunships. Tho t'.1rcr:u't r:.t this fo~.rd b~se flew in the Bu Pr~.ng :"nd 

Duc Lap .ere:. for about one nonth ·:lnd returned to ooT just &.f'ter Christm4ls. 

Returning to the BMT nrcc. (\n the first of Novenber, K:'!te \1P..S in 

desper~ta need or food nnd ~ition. An eoor~ency night resupply 

into Kate wt\S lUlde ~ f'i ve slicks and four gunships :f'rol!l tho lSSt..'l.. On 

1 November, ~~te bcg~ receiving continuious nrtiller.y fire f'ram Cambodia. . ~ 

In ~dC!ition; the eDetlY W-.lS conducting Iil!lssivo ground md cortnr Qttncks. 
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On tho ::U'tcrnQon or tho 1"1r3t, .c.ttl~r all at I:ltO·S suns V£:ro d:".m.'lgod or 

dostroyod by eDOl:G" ~:!llol'Y' tr.e F5I; \lIlS docl.:l.rod no loncer C:l;:A:~blo o£ 

oper~tion and plans were initi~tcd to c~~to ~~ta. On the nieht 

of tho 1st the troops of K~to were suecussfully extrcctod. lI-Eled-

i:.tcly, the "! j 'l"'er··.ft 0. t BMT e>..-tr:lcted J.\illlio and Sus:m lmdor eonti.'lUOUS 

fire. The n~;n offensive nov shifted to Due ~~p vhere Mike SQith 

beBan rceeivi.'lg.~ rockets. Lete in the noming of tho 6th, friendly 

units set up a. perioet",r on the riI!1 of th\:: vole:mo overlooking Bon S~ 

P:l, south of Due Lap. Tho :leti vi ty e.t the vole: no built up lhntil air­

er~ft perfol"tling resupply to tho troops on the ritl v.~uld c.1Vo.sy reeoi ve 

ground fire, oithor enroute to or fro3 tho vole~o itself, and sometioes 

fror. 11i thin the eenter of the v'ole.:ulO. 

During the fi.rst half of November, the I.'ltruders frvo the 28lst 

continued to pro'\~d;,) supj.:'Ort to nh'OjoJet Delt=." en opero.tion 3-69, Pha.se 

III. This oper~tion terminated on 11 Novenbor. On tho evening of 4 

~lovcmber, n UH-lH fron tho 28lst \n';\S reported overdue wr..ile on 0. flieht 

from BHT to tlha. ~':ro.r,g and pr.::;mJl'!led down in tho v1neinity of Due l+J P:lss. 

• On th::,t St'..lJa do.y, clrer:-;i't nUI:lber 68-15057 frC!l th~ 19.2nd v.lS cl.so re­

ported tdsd.ng Stimevhore bet\leen Ninh Ho:l ~ B:m I1tl Thuot. The cir­

cr~t ~d boen on ~ administr~tivc flight c~d eon~~et ll~S lost ~tcr 

it c1e:p.':rted the 48th lNit!tion Conp:1.%ly. ,,~o.eri:ll se"reh 'I..-:lS initic.tod 

a.t first light using as m..-my c.s si.."':. nirer:ltt per day frcI!! the 48th, 92."ld, 

.,' 28lst, ~d l83rd l~,ric.tion cCXlp::mioS. This sc~ch la.ste-d until 9 NoveJ!lber 

with no tra.ee ot oi ther aircr::-.rt or the erellS. With ill clements of 

the 28lst rejoined on 16 Rovacbor, the compeny a.vi~ion capabilities 

wre ~..irectod in sU;1-Grt of tho Bu Prang - Du.e lep a.re~ defC:!'lse • 
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The lS5th wo.s o,erlin tasl:od to previele r.o.jor support tor B-50 

oper:::t. iOl'!s in DoceI3ber. The coml~ IS nOl".:J:ll cOl:l!id. tI:!ent for this 

opora.tion \r.lS four (4) slicks, except i'l"'Otl 8-11 December when the COl::pa:D7 

\r-S ta.skeel for :l total of aight (a) slicks ond four (4) suns. FreD 15 

. Docambcr through the 19th, a special niosion requiring two additional 

Elicks w.:;,s o.lso i:lI"ovided for :8-50 ope~tions. 

Beginning 10 December, the 2Slst supported Proj~ct Delta (Opera.tion 

Yellow Ribbon) ru:::d conducted oper~tions out of the FOB :It Kor.tum ll."'ltil 

31 Dececber, 1969. 

The lotter part at tho month ~s devctod to less ~-r oriented pur­

suits with everyone looking :f'orwurd to CJ'I.riSt.""UlS !Xlck.lges frOT:! bODG ~'"ld 

Q. few d..vs r-3%:~tlon. 

The V:..gnbonds h:!d done a. treaaelldous job by tbe ~T .. ~ of tho yeo.r .cos 

the following st~tistics cotlpiled durine 1969 will 3ttest. 

HOURS FI.DWN--------14l,049 

SORTIES FLOWN . 417,2(;0 

TROOPS CJ:P.RlED- 686,558 

TerllS OF C/.RGO a\trr·ED--- 52,233 
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Bronze Ctf.::- f::., .. • Service r:.mi I.chi aVC!'lp.nt 21 
.s....-7;T ~~rr!,lOr·l"(b·~i(')n ~~ fnr S-:;rvicc and l.chic.'Vcr.lent 31 
1" :::-f. 1,:: H,:,:,.:' t-, '? 11 
J'''::'''' :·:'~-:':I~.:.; f~~ Vttlor 7 

'J:i; :'s~1!.23 108-7 

-.-.... - .. ., ... -.. _ ... _-_.. .. -----_._---
155'l? ,YI::l'IC!J ~C!-tp/J,'Y U:SS.;'JJLT HEUCOM'En) 

Bffi'4!i,(·~, Gregory ~ 

Cm:1j"'IHGF.~:.M, J a:nes R. 
OOUO\111J , Kenneth 
D.WIS, D::.le L. 
DICKEi~SO!!, ThoFUlS L. 
" . It 

lID;U .. RDS, Floyd 
FE,!,RSO!l, no bort K. 
G;".nDr~, Robert 
Gn'F,;;j·:, Jerone 
GRGL~ICH, Joseph 
G'!ol!!.L'n-TI, Daniel W. 
H11rr~ON, Joe F. 
"" " 
HERERUCK, Stephen 
LEHIJ, Josreh P. 
LEWIS, Darrell E. 
YJI.fdIH, H..-uTY J. 
McGlOOTY IJ.lan 
MES SING m, Orrin C. 
PLUHMEI1, E~est 
R!!l'''DLES, 'Willian V. 
POLLl:.CK, David H. 
RICHUPJ)SON, William 
RUELY, Jolm 
nurLEOOE, Dtlvid 
SCHi'.EKENGOST, Davin A. 
fl.iITH, Oor:1l.d /h 
sr. P~-E, rtono.ld E. 
THII.ESEN, Cerl 11. 
TIEm'Ei, Hichael 
w:.'rTE"'~, P.irl':.!!1 c. 
n n 
n n 

566-74-1930 
566-68-8460 
373-50-2976 
262-88-17]2 
216-52-7030 
II 11 

053-27-0490 
526-74-2173 
053-43-8170 
331-40-9298 
176-40-6267 
262-84-6388 
257-69-9534 
II It 

280-/..2-2747 
509-56-362L~ 
505-64-0346 
550-6!--0098 
157-38-1263 
030-00..0 101 

'357-40-6061 
515-50-5253 
485-52-4640 
564-68-0444 
379-44-0922 
443-40-7257 
20&.34-3101 
400-62-0354 
004-42-1991 
101-40-6017 
344-38-5609 
417-61 .. -5032 
" - n 

" n 

to!OHTHINGTON, L.'lrenco D. 545-50-8598 
WYl:rT, David 488-50-:-9996 

20 Sap 69 
30 Oct 69 
31 Oct 60 
26 l.ug 69 
29 Oct 69 
26 Aug 69 
25 Feb 69 
24 Sep 69 
2'1 Sep 69 
20 Sop 69 
20 Sep 69 
27 I~ug 69 
30 Hay 69 
26 I.ug 69 
31 Oct 69 
11 Sop 69 
25 Apr 69 
29 Nov 69 
11,. Jul 69 
27 1.1lg 69 
4 tlov 69 
9 Jul 69 

29/.ug 69 
27 J:m 69 
31 Oct 69 
26 Jan 69 
29 Oct 69 
15 Oct 69 
27 Jan 69 
9 Jul 69 

31 Oct 69 
28 l-fAr 69 
27 I.ug 69 
18 Sap 69 
15 Mer 69 
20 Sep 69 

46 

-----------------_ . ..-...-

SP4 
CPT 
'10101 
W01 
ClJ2 
II II 

CPT 
CfT 
lLT 
SP4 
:r4 
'W01 
CrT 
CrT 
"HOI 
W01 
¥.01 
l.101 
WOl 
11101 
PFC 
SPS 
I1T 
10101 
WI 
CPr 
11,T 
'!J01 
SSG 
S:?4 
'WOl 
W01 
II II 

" " lo101 
SP4 

DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
1)FC 
DFC 
SS 
BSII\TII 

DFC 
BS'I'\TII 
DFC 
DFC 
Pro 
DF!: 
BS''V" 
BSnvn 
DFC 
DFC 
" II 
II n 

DFC 
DFC 

t. 
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Bronze St.l.l· fOl" S.~rviec o.n~ l.cr.icrJer:ont 43 
:.':rr!ly Conondation 1~d.".1 for 'V"llor 2 
.'&:rr:ry Cocende-tion MeehJ for Service nn..; .~ch.i3Y(,.T.!:mt 19 
Purple liGf.'.rt.s 17 
I~r Mednls tor V~lor 32 

------_. _. --------_ .. _-----------
1921'm .!VI.i.TION COMP/J1Y (J.sS:1ULT JiF..LICCf'l'En) 

J~!DrLE'-IS, ~idie .R. 
BnOMI~l.JJ, Stt:vcn R,' 
n II 

BUmIT.. ~GE, 1J.1en 
n n 

Cn-ffiElL, ThCIlQS 
CUSTE:., Terry ~ ... 
D::..VIL.·~, H:n uc1 G. 
ELLI <Y.i 'I', nay IJ. 
n II 

FOX, Fr:ulci s H. 
GTI sO!:r, Ir....nic1 L. 
n " 
n " 
P.!J'JUS, Robert 
P':.NCOCK, Den H. 
RDJTot!, nob crt 
KOElJnm, n"'.l"cll n. 
M!.NN, Gregory 
UIILEn, Babic 101. 
P 5' l .. Y, Richc.rd 
pcLL't~Jn';, G:>ry .~. 

SHEr'r .:11.1'), Gcor~e G. II 
TF.LM ~v, Theodore 
WHITE, Th0I!1tl3 
n n 

" 
" 

" 
II 

462-66-4052 
270-4!.-2509 
II " 

500-48-1420 
II II 

441-42-3993 
170-36-4407 
453-78-0034 
010-26-7273 
II " 

148-38-3728 
487-48-2086 
" II 
II n 

519-48-1690 
237-64-B293 
475-56-5691 
5?2-54-4RC6 
138-40-2930 
314-40-4758 
1l.J.-42-5365 
l..22-42-2726 
258-66-0895 
564-74-S457 
531-38-2003 
n n 

" II 
II II 

29 Pov 69 
1 Ju1 69 

n " 
11 Fen 69 
29 Nov 69 
15 Jul 69 
5 I.ng 69 
1 Jul 69 

15 Jul 69 
S Jcl 69 
S Jul 69 
3 14-,\T 69 
1 Jul 69 

29 Nov (,9 
5 !.ug 69 
8 Jul 69 
1 Jul 69 
1 Jul 69 

10 Jun 69 
27 Jul 69 
27 Ju1 69 
1 Jul 69 
6 }I..ny 69 

11 ! .. pr ~9 
3 }.~".r 69 

15 MEo.r 69 
4 Jul 69 

29 No·., 69 

Bronze star for Service nnd Achieveccnt 27 

\.101 
W01 
" " HOI 
n " 
CP1' 
He1 
1.i01 
1!!:J' 

" " 
ItT 
W01 
II n 

" n 
SP4 
lo!Ol 
SP4 
1-101 
\-101 
vOl 
SP4 
C1-!2 
Sf4 
':01 
ILT 
n n 

" " II n 

AnT:! Connndntion t:.edo.1 fer "n1or 1 
krmy Collcndntion Mo&:.l. for Service md ~.cbj.eVer.lent 76 
Purple He::.rts 15 
llr ¥aed!'.1s tor ,rp~or 21 . 
Air l-iod:-.ls 1419 

-------------------------------------
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VC/G 
VC/G 
DFC 
BS'rvn 

VC/G 
PFC 
DFC 
DFC 
LOl'; 
ss 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
VC/G 
PFC 
DFC 
ES'"ltl 
DFC 
DFC 
flFC 
nFC 
DFC 
8M 
DFC 
BS'''l" 
DFC 
SS 
VC/G 
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In every 'W8.r, there are those who are called upon t.o make the Supreme 

Sl~cririce for their country in its quests for Freedom. To those in­

dividuals or the 10th Aviation Bat·talion (Combat) who died in the line 

of duty, \18 devote our !'lOst sincere and reverent. homage. The follOlling 
. 

is a list of these individuals end the dates of their demise. 

milT SERVICE NtlHBER DATE OF ACTION 

we1 Ronald S. )'fcCrary 155 426-98-1036 

BPI. Richard C. See 155 065-38-6789 

W01 Lawrence D. WortMngton 48 545-50-8598 

BPI. Kenneth J. lewis 192 434-76-S907 

SP4 Pntrick J. Ronan 281 174-42-7538 

W1 Terry L. Crawford 155 543-60-5027 

BPI. Wayne H. Russell 192 150-38-7859 

W1 Theodore V. Thoman 192 564-74-8457 

W1 David R. Crow IV 48 428-88-S991 

we1 Robert W. st."lcy" 192 186-36-7726 

SPS ~o Ramirez 155 526-63-3184 

we Santiago' V •. !. QuinVJl.'\ 155 585-42-2'820 

SSG Victor B. Sutton 281 244-62-7443 

SP5 Francis t. Thompson 192 009-34-1531 

SP5 Me1v'-D E. l1hite 192 249-84-5545 

BPI. Mich~e1 J. Evans 192 547-82":5663 

PVT Ti!lotby J. Cn:ral.4n 

CW2 Richard M. Arran 

281 

HHC 

336-4~6532 

224-S0-0996 
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3 J Mlltl.l"y ~ . 1969 

8 J anuery, 1969 

11 January, .1969 

16 FcbTuar", 1969 

1S Februar,y, 1969 

25 Februar.y, 1969 

31 !larch, 1969 

3 April! 1969 

9 Apr~l, 1969 

15 l.fcty, 1969 

23 Moy, 1969 

~3 M..'\Y,. 1969 

6 June f 1969 

6 June, 1969 

6 Jl.Ule, 1969 

6 June, 1969 

18 June, 1969 

24 June, 1969 
.. 
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NAME l1NIT SERVICE ~ DATE OF l.eTlON' 

. . ' SP4 Cl..vde L. F.e l.Ud'!\y 155 5~2-22--3301 26 July, 1969 

CPr 'l'homas E. CNnpbell 192 441-42-3993 28 October, 1969 

W01 John :F. Wright 192 523-62-7033 28 October, 1969 

SP5 Chubby D. Lowery . 192 489-48-7429 28 Octob.:-.:r, 1969 
4 ..... 

PFC Ezequie1 Tor:'es, Jr. . ··192 452-84-3559 28 October, 1969 

-~ 
CW'2 Holan B. BlaCk 48 341-34-8296 30 October, 1969 

CW2 K"1UI"y 11. Hcarno 48 553-70-8923 30 October, 1969 

. SPS C~de L. C.-mada 48 566-7&.1209 30 October, 1969 

SP5 D::nlglas H. !ott, Jr. 4S 256-70-2GC)6 30 October, 1969 

SP4 'William C. Keeler BEC 117-40-4533 1 December, 1069 

SF5 P.onald :F. Keener 243 549-S2-53D2 10 Docamber, 1969 

MISSING IN ACTION· 

\0101 l.lnn E. lI.cGinni ty 155 157-38-1263 3 January, 1969 

W1 Terry Lanier Alford 281 466-78-811..8 4 Yovcmbc;r, 1969 

WOl Jim ~v Cavender 201 556-72-0707 4 t~ove..':!bcr, 1969 

SP4 Richard G. B."luer 155 574-24-2576 4 l~ovambcr, 1969 

SP4 Hick E. Maderis 155 380-46-3912 4 !tove:mber, 1969 

51'4 James R. K~ 281 365-56-3987 4 llovcr:ber, 1969 

SP4 John A. ~e 155 447-41~-4591 4 llovember, 1969 

sr4 John .1\. Ware 2G1 543-52-2g32 4 :tlovccbcT J 1~69 

CPT Alfonso Roque C~stro 192 558-58-0391 5 Povecbcr, 1969 

lfOl John s. ,rmorson • 192 479-58-1521 5 l!ovot'lbcr.. 1969 

SP4 Allan G. Kennedy 192 559-74-473S 5 11ovEltlber, 1969 
.. 

SP4 Mfi.rion L. P.oach 192 573-72-4757 5 November .. 1969 
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. During the pest yea:- the 10th Canbat Aviatian BattaliCll MS flown 

133,702 ha.n-s and. carried over 44,595 tons of cargo and 566,908 passengers. 

The be.ttall on. set a nev USARV flight safety record. or 161 days vi thout aD 

-~rcr""~'" .,.,.: de';"+ a...L. ........ '" , ......... ~ ~ ....... ':! and 'has ~corded an excellent aircraft availability 

The battalion has restructured and modernized outdated 

SOPI s a.'ld :'::'3 :i.::troduced maj or innovatims in the sarety program such as 

the esta.bl:.~;~'!l·~:lt of eo battalion level accident investigaticn and preven-

tion scno:.:.-

The ~f., ~.~ ~ zS and soldiers of the battalion have provided a:naticn 

support :~:::: /,~ regimental or larger sized oombat assaults, including the 

divisio:la i , a,".;;.ult Operation Do Kae Bi 19. Tactical operation procedures 

have bter.. :.:'e:'."ised and improved. to make combat missions less hazardous. and 

more effecti -:e. Furthermore, the battalicn has supported extended combct 

operetions of Korean and Vietnamese troops vith outstanding effectiveness. 

The Battalion has operated smoothly despite several organizational 

changes. Tvo canpanies have made ma~or moves and tvo have inactivated. 

In additim, the Battallcn has aCQ.uired two canpanies during the past year. 

Despite these potentially disruptive changes, the Battalion has, through 

t..'loughtful planning and foreSight, kept running cobea1'ftlt.aDd 0:16 poak 

efficiency. 

10th Battalion helicopters lmve provided security for the Vietnamese 

villages in the II Carp nrea and have tlawn numerous rescue and mercy JDis­

siCllS. The Battalioo Madcap Progl"tllll is one or the t!nest in the Republi-c 

of Vietnam •. Over ~fe ,past year, the 130th Hedieal Detach.'ilent has treated 
'. 

over 5,489 Vietnamese patients. The Tenth Battalion has also provided 
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teclmical aBl'iate:lce to the Vietnamese in the building e.Dd mo.intenance or 

ve..-i0llS structures and. bridges and bas physically reloceted several Malt­

ngnard£ villnges to more secure arens. 

These outotand '5 n g achievements are n tribute to the team work and 

wholehearted support whicb 'all the Vagabonds have contributed towards the 

eccomplishment of cur mission • 
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10TH CQ1BAT AVIATICif BATTALICIJ 

CCHiANDERS 

LTC S.Al'11lEL W. PATELIDS 

LTC JACK A. WAlKER 

1 Janu.ary 1970 - l5 June 1970 

l5 June 1970 - 3l December 1970 

MISS ICE 

The missicm of the lOth Canbat Aviaticm Battalion is to provi~e aviatial 

support as directed by the Commanding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation 

Grrup in support of airmobile oparatiCllS designed to seuch out and 

destroy the insurgent enemy and to extend Government of Vietnam (GVN) 

control of the populatial; to provide general support aviatim as 

directed by Commanding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation Group to First 

Field Force, Vietne.m (IFFV), Deputy Senior Advisor (DoSA) ifilitary Regim 

2, 5th Special. For"ces Group (SFG); to provide caumand and control 

of assigned and attached units as directed by Commanding Of'!'icer, l7th 

Ccmbct Aviation Group • 
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CAP'l'.AD' IU..RL W. KPlmOTT 

MAJOR Jf.HES F. ROBERTS, JR. 

C!'.PT!.IN DI~VID J. REDDEL 

1 Janua.:r,y 1970 - 26 J8llUal:'y 1970 

26 January 1970 - 1 June 1970 

, June 1970 - 5 December 1970 

5 December 1970 - 31 December 1970 

48TH f.SSJ..ULT HELICOP':!'ER COl,{PANY 

C ':.PTWt Y.l.!'UEI. J" SII:V A 

MAJOR DOroL."~ R. TERREll. 

M!W'OR PHIlIP E. COURTS 

loWOR WILllS R. But"!TING 

1 January 1970 - 8 Feb1"\l.Sl."y" 1970 

8 February 1970 - 7 tugust 1970 

7 August 1970 - 16 October 1970 

16 October 1970 - 31 December 1970 

921·11) ASS!.ULT HElICOPTER COMP ~:.·ffy . . 
lo!!.JOR cr. 'JU.F~ W. QUATl'L'EB!J]{ 

, 

MlaJOR BOBBY C. MOOR]: 

Y.LJCR ROm"EI D. LEST.!!lt 

1 January 1970 - , }{.arch 1970 

3 March 1970 - 20 August 1970 

20 August 1970 - 31 December 1970 

155TH .\SSJi.ULT HELICoPTER COMPfJ.."Y 

MAJon G~ H. LUISI 1 Janua.:r,y 1970 - 15 June 1970 

15 June 1970 - 17 December 1970 

17 December 1970 - 31 December 1970 

183RD ~Ol"1'!.t..ISs.Al.tCE li.IT'~UJJE C~A11Y 

Ht.J OR !.l:vIN 1... SOIQofOl'T 

12 

I 

1 January 1970 - 12 June 1970 

12 June 1970 - 31 December 1970 
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BAT-r'ALla~ OPERATIC6S 1970 

During 1970, t!le 10th COlilbat Aviation Battalion provided cant1nucas 

aviation supJ··ort to :':'he Array of t1le Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) and the 

Free World Allied Forces (FltlAF) in :filitary Regicn 2 (MR 2). This summa.r:r 

of t!le ~ajor operations and activities during the year is"er necessity, a 

coocise L"ld condensed' .presentatioo. W}'I.ile providing aircraft for :many 

missicns which do not consti tuta a significant activity, these missions 

were an integ::ll part of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalicn's mission in 

the Republic of Vietnam. 

JAHUARY 

Major aviation support for January was provided to the ~te Horse 

ROK Infantry D:I.vision, 23rd ARVN Di visiOll, Deputy Senior Advisor for 

Military Region 2 CDSA AR2} and 4th 1n.fantry Division. 

The 48th Assault Helicopter Canpany, continuing to provide support 

to the White Horse ROK Infe.."ltry Division. (W"'dRID), airlifted 1300 troops 

of the 30th Regiment into the Doog Bo :.fountains north of DCIl'lg Ba Thin 

en the 12th. 'When the operation concluded on the 28th over 4500 troops 

had been inserted- 'With the following results reported by G-2, WERID: 

Seven (7) ene4:lj KIAls, seventy-two (72) P(l.1l s and nine (9) captured 

weapons. On the 23rd, the 48th reinforced providel aviatioo assets for 

an air:uobile assault for the 29th ROK Regilaent for an operation in the 

m.ountains north of Ninh Hoa. This acticn rf'sulted in thirty (JO) enem;y 

KIA's and fifteen (15) weapons captured. Thirteen (13) enemy KIA's and 

nine (9) 'Weapons captured \rere the results of an operatioo cCllducted on 

the 28th by the· 28th ROK Regiment Which vere airlifted by the Blue Stars 

reintorc~d .1nto. ~ area :1ort.h of Tuy Hoa. 
. . 
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• The 92nd Assault reJj copter CompFtny loceted t.t Dong Ba Thin provided 

support to a variety of \"=lits in all of the seven southern provinc~1!I of 

Nilitary Region 2. Stn?'lOrt 'WaS pr0V;ded to the 23rd AWt:T Divi~ion, Deputy 

Senior Advisor for l·1ilite.ry :':.egion 2, 5th Special Force~ Group, 29t.h and 

30t·h Repments of t.he 1.1hite Ho~se ROK Inf'~ntry Division, 18th :Engineer 

Brigade, 4th Inf!:'l-':lt.lj· Divis ion, and Cam Ranh Bey Support Cotm:lan~. 

C:-mp Corr-11, home of the 155th J.ssauJ.t B'e15.coJlter Company, C~l!le 

under attack on 6 January ",hen five (5) ro'lttlds of S2mm mort.ars impacted 

within the compo'lmd reS"J.1ting in no cs.sualti~s p.nd ohe E'.ircrEl.ft slightly 

damaged. Priority of S".lpport \TaS to the 4t!1 J.nf!'!n~:ry Division in ~J.eiku 

Province. In support of the 4th Infa.Tltry Division, t~e J.55th flev t'Henty 

(20) comb~.t Elsc:aults 1.r'·ich r",sulted 1."1 th", ~irlifti1"J.g of 1984 troops and 

11 tons of cargo. 

The 192nd Assault Eelicopt~r Company, loceted ?t Phan Thiet, con-

duc+.ed p.innobile opernticns in support of Task Force South. Conbrt 

assC'.u1 ts \-lere flo~1!l for flC" Compl'..r.y, 75th &. .... :.~gers; l/5Oth l·.ech~nized 

Infantry; end 2/lst Armored Cava.l:ry resulting in six (6) enemy !tills by 

air (~Ats) cr~dit~d to the g-.mshins (Tig::rshfl..rks). '!hroughout the 

month, sniffer, psyops aIle :i.~.;supply missions 'tIere a..lso flow for T.:-.sk 

Force South. 

in t~e permF'ter and IS~CU.-:J ';: i j.l1 tbe base calnp at DBT. }>Tew concertins. 

'Wire, tw personnel bl"!'lkers. :.. .. '?pl~.cp.mP%l~ of t.'ll trip flares, and tw 

Rrl~on2' with on~ ":'i::-:: . '.::' \ .,:,:t.l1g stationed f.>.t Bp..n l~~ TIlUOt and one 

at Phan Thiet .i. .::::-- (~ to provide bet,ter support to the units in those 
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.v1th one airerart being stationed e.t Ban !Ie. ThuGt· D.1W .000'ot Phc.n n;.tJt 

. ' in etforts to !,%,ovide b'!tter support to the t'-'lits in those areu • 

~~he 2 -'1 st .Ass~t'l t !-~31ieop,:·.er Com,.?:lY -ry:::,ovided support tor units in ean-

tral 1:J.11te.ry Region 2. r'llrir:g t.he month fI.1reratt vere :f'urnjshed tor a div-

ision eomh!'.t ess:?~lt and. tor regiment·l e~c.bat e.ss'!.u1t.s tor the Vhite Horse 
, . 

RCl'Z:: btontry- fivisio!!.. !::rl. ..,tion o.seflta ot the 2S1.t cont~.nued sl!'?porting 

the !!.6.CV :-'.econdo ~chool. 

The 10th !Jorlbs.t lv1.?tion P:at.l.J!'.lion in i tos eont.ir.~'.ing 3":I:r-,or-li.ot :iil­

i·tery :legion 2 eo~piled t~e toD.owing st"tisties tor J,D.nue.r-!: 11,6'--9 hours 

'lawns 29,274 sorties, 59,275 troe,s eirlitted ~nd 4157 tons ot cargo hau!.ed. 

Su,"'ort of the s'ven so'::.thern '~rovinces of ~filite.ry ?~gi~n 2 by the 10'ch 
• 

• 

• 

Combat Aviation Battalicn ~~s eon~inued in !ebru~ry. ~ot:!.gh not tasked with 

:iaily s~pport ot the northern ':'";"rt of }li..'.ita...-y Regie-A 2, batta' ~on airt:rc.tt 

'~.;v in s~'pport ot the 4th Infantry Divi3ion in Fleikt", ):.'rovince, Ca,itol RCl{ 

., ·t1'antry :dvision at .A.!l Son, e.nd the Support CODr'l.and at ,\ti ~lhon. 

st!p''''ort tor the ~'hite Horse Rm Inf=-ntry Divisi~;!, provided r.>.ircr~.ft to 

the 2~~t~ Comb~t ,~vi~tion ~ttelion on t~e 12th in execution or ~n ~irmob-

11e o":'ler"'tion tor the C·~i····ol ra:~ Int!'.ntry 1iivisior.. (C~) ::~t An Son. ~ 

t~ 20th: t~'a 4 .... th tlttrl".:f:'+..ed 500 troo?s of the 30th Regiment, "1trrD into ten 

(10) J.l'I."!!.Iing zones (:r~'s) \-1oSt of Ph'n ~.a."1r::. t·'his o"1er'ltion yielded e:!%­

teen(16) e::tecy;{IA's !=Ind cleven (1,) s~ .;arms co."",t"red • 

Mhe 92n.d .Ll.JC con .... ·in:·ed its gener.,.~ stlp'''Ort missio!:l of !·!i~.ite.ry P.egiOil 2 

v1t-h··pri~r~:ty p:oing 'to .. tb';~ 23rd .~~ T1ivision. -'1th the 23rd A.1:iVN Division 
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• tretrlent.ly ch.-mg.:lng i":~~ area of o,erltion, '7.he 9~d vas otten called upon 

e" to '9rovide aircraft for .. U::.:rg9 ·:·.roo:" moves. During the :conth the Sidekicl~s, 

~he 92nd A~ (inn ":"la -:·.O(IZi, recc·rfled fifty (50) confirmed enemy !:BA' s, tHenty­

five (25) suspected e-:J.e-·y l~.'s a.l'ld one (1) str-'cture destroyed. 

The 155t~ ·!s~.aul:l-. Helicopter Company condtlated ten(10) con~~t "ssaults 

o .... er!'d;:..o!lS. r~he 1 5~tl-! suste.ined t\.10 mort==-r ~ttacks ch.".ring the l!lOnth. (n 

the ~-;'.h. the Bnse Cf.mp rr,:ceived ~ix (6) t'lort-r r:"'unds c~"s~g d-mage to one 

str'Jcture ,,;.:.d .. g" in o::'! the 2r J 'h, six (~) mort~~r rounds im'l)'!cted in the com-

Febr.!-xy proved to be a busy month for t·be 1S"nd _~!C PoJ.ecnts :>.s· they 

• con·t)~"'l'!,-ed :"lroviding S1'.:;:> ·C'rt for Tc:,sk ?orce South. Four Cocba.t Assau.lts ",erc 

• 
nown for T=sk Force South :.lnd·one c-?'tb~7. ~ssau.lt for the 44th Regiment, 23rd 

A:l.Vll ~_vision. Tigersh:;.r:~s 'Were credited vith 14 C!lcmy !CSA I S during the 

7;onth. Tho:. 192.:."'ld guns were also lal' .. "lched !!t v::.rious times to provide cever 

.~r medew.c nircrcft. 

tinued for r'?~.sk '::'orce South ~.~ ···.he Pb"'n ··~iet. J::: ":I, end ':-he 35·th 2gineer 

Group "'nd 5th 8:geci",1 Forces ... ·roup in the :a"n ! .":: :-:'I·.1t -·ret>. '~"'e fol)o~_~g 

units &lso received aviation support from the U:-! A:~'~: J.!"~" .i..r·;;ille:J;Y', 

PUD'M"I r,":?T!) 2'=' d &",,\,",''''0 0 '" !tar.u ?2n~ "'tI':""t DO""':·1 -~d '!"(!/\ ,.~~ l].."\"L..U: • _., .,Ir ,.V:." .'l.Vl.S. on, .. ~ " _ e !1 .• ~_ . J.\ ... ~. on c.__ w . .I..loG • 

Freight -rl'lin d.:J;'cr~f't were c::,lled u',on to recover r;:'.x (6) dow.ed I!ircraft 
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