The 281at AHC {Intruders) was placed opcon to the 268th CiB, While
working for the 268th CiB, Intruder aircraft flew in suppert of Jui Nhon
Support Commend end MACV, On the 2nd, the 281st ccmpleted support for a
class of the 14.0V Reconde School =znd provided support for another class
from 17 through 25 Februsxry., Tern sniffer missions were 4flown for the
Installetion Defense Command (IDC) at Fha Treng with frecuent snemy contact
encowntered in ‘the mountains west of ¥ha Trang,

Vagebond eireraft ir supporting wrats in Militery Region 2 cduring
the uonth compiled tne following statistics: 10,489 hours flown,

27,515 sorties, 55,336 troops transported, and 4154 tons of cargoe hauled.
MARCH .

Priority of support for the batialion circraft again went to the
White Horse RCK Infantry Division. The 10th Combat Aviation Ba‘btalj.on
conducted o division operation on 1 arch with aircrofs from the 45th,
g2nd =nd 281st AHC's an¢ 243rd LSHC inserting the White Horse ROE Infeniry
Division into thirty-two (32) LZ's zpproximstely 50 kilometers iest of
Dong Ba Thin, Vagebond aircraft inserted 5,875 troops and 75 CH-47 loads
ercund the locetion of a suzpected VC Base Cemp., The 4Bth AHC lost one
gireroft during' the combat assault while moking an znproach to a pinnerle,
The Blue Stzrs i‘eit g person.l loss in this ercsh when the pilot suffered
fotal injuries. The operation lasted for two weeks willh necessary logist-
iczl support being provided by Vegabond wireraft. ZRepoi-.s from the G-2,
WIRID listed 129 enemy KiA's, 52 FOW's ond 40 weespons captured. Retzllation
by the »emy forces resulted in Dong Bz Thin receiviﬁg a simultaneous
worter sapper attock on the 7th. The attech which resulted in one UH-1H
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end onc UH-1C destroyed, one UB-1H demnped, and one gu'rd tower damnged
plus four U.S. personnel ¥IL. consisted of thruc hond grenedes, two B-40
vockzts, 2nd twenty 82mm mortors,

While enemy activity wes ot o high point in the Deng Be Thin arez,
the 155th AHC in Ben Ee Thuwot wos relatively free of enemy attacks, Mejor
support was corntinued for ’che 4th Infontry Division and other w:its in
Tleiku Frovince, In flying 17th combrt esscults cduring the nonth, Stogecosch
~ireraft also supported the 23rd ARVN Division and Detochments B-23 omd
B-50, 5th SFG operaticns,

The 192nd contimued to support elsments throughout the Phon Thist region.
The month started off with & combot essault for 1/50th Mzchanized Infentry.
The 192nd contimued to support Task Force South ond on the 17th, while con-
ducting a combat asssult for the 1/50th, had a UH~1H shot down by eremy
ground fire, This action resulted in the door gumner being wounded., The
2ircroft was recevered by the 243rd ASEC. On the 25th, "C" Ceorpany, 75th
Ro-gers nofe contact with the enemy and gave a czall to the 192nd LHC for
support, With guns alweys on stand-by for tactical erncrgencies, Tigershark,
guns were lounched immodictely to provide support. The guns expended cond
were credited with three KB.'s, T.o Polecats closed the month flying three
combat ass.“-.ult;in ons dcy. Lirceraft were provided tc the 1/50th Mechanized
Infantry fer two cbnbat esscults anc one for Binh Thucn sector,

The White Horse ROK Infantry Division commenced a two vtk operation on
the 1lst and the 2Blst wos given the responsibility of supperting the 29th
Regiment for the insertion a..ﬁd reéupply. Ia support of the 23rd LRVN Division s
the Intruders flew eight regimentzl combot ssscults throughout the month

o8 well os combet asscults for Mike Strike Compury, 5t SFG.
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On the 15th, ¢ new class of the MACV Recondo School commenced with the
281st providing cir support until the class ended on 19 March,

‘The 1Ctn C.B's aircroft were tasked more in Morch than in the pre-
vious tvo menths providing suprort to units in Militery Region 2, The
Batialion's aircraft compiled the followipg stcotistics for the month:
13,888 hours flo‘.m,.-37,360 sorties, 68,854 troops tronsported, cnd 4465
tons of ccrgo hauled.

APRTL

The 10th CAB continued in general support of &1l FWAF in southern
¥{litcxry Region 2. Major operations during the month were conducted by
the 4th Infontry Division in Pleiku Proﬁnce cnd the White Horse ROK Infantry
Division vicinity of Tuy Hoa. Aviation assets were provided by four
canpenies to the 4th Infantry Division os enermy cetivity inereased in that
arec.

The White Horse ROX Infentry Divisicn wos iuserted by Vegcbond cir-
croft into sn area west of Tur Hoa on the 28th, The ASth AHC and the
243rd LSHC continued to provide support for WiRID unizl completion of
+hs operation in May. The orperction proved to be guitz successful zs the
firzl results were 275 enemy KIL‘s, 3 POW's and 188 wezpons capiured,

Efforts contimued in the irprovenment of the defensive perimeter by
the uzits located at Dong Ba Thin as new perimeter wivs. new clzymore
mines, cnd new guaid towers were installed duxing Lpril. . . the 1st, Camp
Coryell was hit by mortars resulting in domage to thres 73-790's ond five
UH-1H's belonging to 155th, LZ Betty, home of the 192, come under attack
on the 4th as five 60mm morters impacted withi= the 2:..~md, The 192nd

hed negative darrges or cesuclties as 2 resuli o»{ the -itacl ., Eneny
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activity renzined at 2 high level when on the 6th the miliiary instellation
at FThe Trang received eight 107mm rocizets., The 281lst AHC had negztive
a;ﬁage or casuslties. Or the 8th the enemy hit Dong Ba Thin compound with
25 mortar rounxds and one 122mm rocket denicging one buildirg in HHC and
wounéing three, The $2nd AHC mess hzll wes destroyed in the same atteck,
The citocks were wide-sﬁread as the 48th LXNC received two rounds of moriear
fire on the 10th with negative damnge znd casualtizs. Agein on the 11th
Dong Ba Thin received four rockets of usknown size with negative danicge.

The 10th CiB aircreoft continued to support units from the southern
to tihe acrtheran boundery of kilitery Region 2 and from the coastcl crecs
%c the nlateeu area next to the Cembodian ond Leotian borders.” uSoldiers
of +he Sky" coitirued to compilc impressive stcotistics during April with
the following recorded: 13,321 hours flowm, 5,485 sorties, 58,500 troops
airlifted, cnd 4092 tons of cargo houled, ’

MLY

Moy wo.s destined to be one of the busiest months of the year for the
10%th Combat Aviztion Battelion. Increased surport was required in the
Pleiku-Kontun-Dak Seéng crec ~s the Combodian operction began on the 1st,
Suppcré wes continued for the units in southern Military Regicn 2, but the
pricrity of support went to units fighting in Cambodiz.

Operction Binh Tay 1 lasted fiom the 4th to the 17th. The 10th CiB's
most significent contribution to this effort was nade by the 28lst iHC

vhich moved o1l of iis operationcl cssets to Pleiku., The 281st JMNC

suffercd personnel losses in this operaticn cs five fotnlities were sustained

vlus two cdrercft destroyed during a rocket attack, On the 20th the



10th CLB's opcration continued in Czribodic irith tho first phase of oper-
getion Binh Toy III teking plece west of Duc Lep, Thz 10th CiB provided
9.11‘;31‘ the cviction assets for this oncr-tion with the lergest murber of
cireraft beinz supplied by the 155th 4LHC. Elements of the 23rd 4RV
Division were airlifted into the zrea of cperation. Initial enemy ccntect
was light; however, the opcration was considered successful due to the
awmerous wespons, axmmnition and medicel caches found,

Even theugh mojor emphasis was placed on the Cambodian operctions,
the 192ud LHC sustoined a heavy ond significant morter and rocket atteck
on “he 4th, ALpprorinately 100 rounds of 60mm cnd B-40 rockets impocted
within LZ Betty at 0155 hours. Tigershork guns were launched éncl vere
credited with 14 cnery KBAls.

The 243rd LSHEC contimned to provide medium 1ift lecgisticzl support
neking significont contributions during the Cambodien omerations. Freight
Tr=in pilots exthibited thc highest degree of professionalism, ond £11
supplies and crtillery picces airlifted were necessary for the success
of thesc operctions.

Crews of Vogabond aircraft saw minmy long hours throughcut the month
of Moy. M-ny days the crews would return =fter hiving spent 12 and some-
tines nere hovrs in the air, Operestionzl statistics for the month crc os
follows: 1z,0i% hoews flown, 35,723 sorties, 52,376 troops trn:sperted
=5a 4,508 tens cf cargo houled,

-/ e

The 10th Combat Lviation Battalion continued to provide support for
operctions in Cambodiz. Deily support :1so continucd to WHRID, 5th Special
Forces Group, 23rd LRVii Division, DSA IR 2 end Tesk Ferce South,
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The Pathfindcrs of the 10th C/B, using rappeling ropes, were inserted

into several loc:tions 20 niles southwest of Fhan Ring to preprre LZls
for. inserting the 30th Regiment, WHRID, The Korecms were inserted on the
Gth with cviction assets bsing provided by severcl componies from the
Battclion, Two ROK compordes nmoved by foot into the ~rea of operatica
with oune compary mieting unexpected heavy resistonce. The operction wes
hindered dus to unfovercble weather which limited close ground sx.;}‘)'éort
witk gunships.

The 92nd LHC sustcined a stond-off merter attock on the 12th result—
4ng in negligible dancge to maintenance ecuipment. Later in the month,
the 92nd LHC was tosked tc hanger two gunships st Bzo Loc for cn indefinite
neriod of tine. These guns provided eir cover for the 19th Bottalion,
35th E-gineer Croup and the HLCV Advisory Tecm at Beo Loc,

The 155th LHC continued to provide support for w:.its in the Dirlec,
Quang Duc, ond Tuyen Duc provinces. Two UH-1H's exnd two UH-1C's were
deraged when nine morter rounds impected in the revetment area =t Camp
Coryell in Ban Me Thuot on 9 June 1970,

On the 20th, the 281st LHC, supported by the 155th AHC ond the 243rd
ASHC, participoted in the second phose of Operstion Binh Tey III, Using
Ban Doa Specizl Forces Crrp as & stoging crea, two battalions from each
of the 44th end 45th Regiments, 23rd ARVN Division end two fire support
boses (FSB's) were insertsd 12 kilometers inside Ccmbodiz, The 281st
Intruders provided the air mission comrender (/MC) cnd also supcrvised the
recriing point plus assisting on POL, PZ control snd recovery oprerations,
Duo to »the distonce sepcrating the staging crea ond the 10th C.B, the POL

capcbilities were severely toxed; however, the S-4 celled upon his
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resources cnd provided the necessary forward POL ond recrnming points.
Lgoin Combodicn operetions proved successful os caches of wecpons, crzunde
tion ond medical supplies were ccptured,

With the completion of six months of 1970, the 10th CiB azircraft
hcd easrricd close to 350,000 pessengers cnd over 25,000 tons of cargo.
Dwring the nonth of Juuc the Bottalion zireraft flew 11,170 hours ond 27,091
scrtics and coxrried 47,399 passengers and 4045 tons of cargo.

JULT

Aircrzft of the 10th Coubat Aviaticn Bettalion continued to support
on ¢ dcily besis the White Horse ROK Infantry Division, 23rd ARVMN Divisicn,
Task Force Scuth zand Deputy Senior Advisor for Militery Region‘ 2.

Tre 10th Combet Avicztion Battelion wes tasked to insert Tosk Force
South; the 44%th Regiment, 23rd ARVN Division; and three fire suprorti bases
into 2n erea of operaticns 25 niles north-northwest of Phan Thiet on
Operation Hencock Gold., Aireraft frcm each compsny in the battzlion were
utilized with reinforcements being provided by the 268th C.B. The opera-
tion scheduled to stert on the 4th called for simultaneous insertions
jato four ercas of operation. The Binh Tuy end Binh Thuon Provinces,
which covered the crez of the operation, was still under the effect of the
southwest nonsoon, and weather conditions in the orea forced a 24 hour
delcy until the 5th. Or 5 July, the wecther gredually storted improving
end the operation finczlly comneznced ot 1000 hours, Unzble to complete the
operation on the 5th and with wecther conditicns forecast to remnin the
seme on the 6th, the AMC, LTC Jeck A, Welker, edvised the Airmobilo Task
Force Comender that it would be advisable to foriadzte en elternate plan,
By 1300 hours on the 6th, en alternate pl-n wes in effect. The Z4th ARVN

Regirzent and 1/50th Mechenized Infantry Betitoalion wers to be inserted into
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the originsl area of operations with 3/506th Infentry Battalion being in-
serted southcest of their originel arez of operation., Wecther continued
t¢ houper the operation as low clouds znd modercte turbulence were en-
countered during the insertion of the 3/506th, The fincl inscrtica wes
coopleted at 1800 heurs on the 6th, Although the cperction wes 48 hours
behind the schecduled time freame for complcotion and the element of surprise
wes lost, Vegcbond pilcts showed the ebility to cope with the chonges ond
the weather while perforning the mission without eny mishzps. This
operztion exhibits the professionalisn derznded by the pilots of the

10th C.B. Support of the operation was continucd for nine days; thes oper-
stion wes considered very successful, '

On 9 July, the 92nd AHC received a 107mm rockst attack which caused
derage to the operations building with negative casuelties. On tie 15ih
the 155th 4KEC, located et Ban Me Thuot, experienced e stondoff moriar
atteck with three gunships sustaining noderciec damege. -

In support of the units of the seven southern provinces of Military
Region 2, the 10th CGLB eircraft compiled the following statistics curing
Jul:}: 11,780 hours flown, 27,689 sorties, 43,929 troops trensported,
and 3,383 tons of cergo eirlifted,

During the nonth of August, large scole operctions decre~sed but the
10th CiB continued to have nony long deoys of flying in support of the
urits of southern }ilitory Region II,

On the 3rd, the 10th Combat Aviation Battaelion cugucnted by VEAF
UB-1H!'s ocné CH-47's from the 52nd CLB lifted elements of the 45th Regiment,
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23rd LRVN Division from Buon Ea Ying into en rreca cpproxinctely 50 kilo-
neters cast of Bon Me Thuot, On 17 ifugust, the 155th LEC supported by the
231st AHC and the 243rd iSEC, utilizing Buon Ee Yrng as a staging area,
inserted the 45th Regirent, 23rd ARWN Division into "Heppy Valley"
epproxinetely 40 kiloneters scutheast of Ban Me Thuot,

Ir conpeny size or sucller operations, the 48th LHC supported five
coobat esscults and three extr.ctions for elements of the 28th ond 20th
Reginents, WHRID from I through 24 iugust, These operations wers conduct-
¢d in arcas west of Tuy Hca end west of Kinh Hoe,

On 13 Lugust, the 172nd LAHC end 198th Medical Detachment conducted 2
pejor air-see and land povenent from LZ Betty to o new home ot ‘Phan Reng
£ir Bese., 4s o result of efficicnt end detciled plownidng, the moved wos
pede with little difficulty ond the 1S2né remsined operctional threughout
the move. In inheriting o new houe, the Polecats had merny hours of werk
ghcnd of then 2s the huildings were in 2 lew state of ropeir. Without o
sizzificent chew. o “x its oree of operations, the 192nd LHC coutinued
grnort for Task ¥orce South, elements of 23rd LRVN Division, DSL MR2, ond
cther units in the Phen Reng-Fhon Thiet aree.

The oper~tions of thc other compcnies in the bettelion continued to
be in gemercl support of usits throughout Militory Region 2. Support
requirznents decrecsed in Pleilm Province in comparisop with the large
cormiti:ents of M-y, June end July., Vagabond aircreft coipiled the
following operztionzl stztistics for the ronth: 9,845 hours flowm,

27,753 sor*iss, 44,708 troops eirlifted, end 3522 tons of corgo houled.
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SEPTEMEER

¥’ith the winter monsoons approaching, units supported by the 10th
Coubat Aviation Battalion plonned orerations during Septermber in efforts
to take adv-ontoge of the good veather before the monsoons. The 10th CLB
wos tesked to support operations for the White Horse ROX Infontry
Divisicn, 23rd LRVN Divisicrn, 22nd LiRVE Ranger Battzlion, end "C" Company
75th Ranger Battelion. '

The White Herse ROK Infantry Division initiated operetion Do Kae Bi
18 on 1 September in an srea northwest of Tuy Hoe, Elements of the 98th
Regizent were cirlifted by the 1Cth Combat Avietion Battclion into five
1Z's utilizing initiel simulteneous gunship preps and insertions. The
Boticlion S~4 was required to establish & forward reerm point cné two POL
§oiz:ts which funciioned throughout the operation., Lfter commleticn of
th- inserticn, CH-47's dropped sling lecads of fugas, similar Yo napsh,
fro.: 2000 feet zbove ground level on sner cave and tunnel complexes,
Target hits were accurete even though this wes the first time the 10th
CiB hcd conducted this type missicn. Batinlicn gunships were credited
with five enery XBi's, ten enery WIA's, on: 60mm mortar destroy:d, end
two B=40 rcckets destroye®. The 48th LHC and 2/3rd ASHC provided resuzrly
for the operation until the extrrctior wes performed on the z4th.

ViLF's UE-)H's ougnented the 155th LHC in insertine the 45th Reginent,
23rd LRVN Division on 3 September. The cperstion was houpered by bad
weather vhich resvlted in only thrce of the proposcd nine LZ's being used.
Duc to the hod weasthcr, the operation was not fully completed w:til
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Intelligence revealed on enemy buildup in an orea west of Nhe Trong.
On 8 “ptenmber, the 22nc iRVi: Ranger Batisrlion fronm Pleiku and "C" Company
75:h Renge: Battalion were inserted into the mounteins iest of Fha Trang.
The 281st L7357 provided thz Lir Mission Comm.nder for this operation and
selected Ti'zag Dung, located west of Nha Trong, ~s the staging area,
Nreaty-eight combat asszults were flown in support of these troops with
prinary support coming from the 281st AHC.

On 18 September, the white Horse ROK Infentry Division, utilizing
10th CiB's sircreft, began Operatior Dong Bo 18 in on area west of Dong
Ba Thin, The three phased operction beges with the 30th Reginmunt rein-
forced by elements of the 29th Regimeznt being airliftcd by Vaga‘;)ond oire
creft, Elencnts werc inserted into five LZ's simmltencously, Phase II
of the operctlon wes commenced on 29 Septexber; however, landing zone
prenaration begen prior to this date, Tht Specizl Forces and RECOH
Coirs-mies of the 30th Regiment, assisted znd advised by the Peathfinders of
the 10th CiB, clecred these LZ's. This pise of the operation was de-
layed until ?he afternoon due to marginal w.~Jwr conditions in the arza
of opcrc.ticns.: Phase II:, the extroetion, tooik ploce on 3 October,

Tho 45th .r.RW .Régineﬁt 15 inserted into the "Hepry Valley" zrez on
26 September., Supported by the 155th ~nd steging out cf Buon Ba Yong, the
the iRVX's nads o sezrch and cle:r susep of the area southeast of Buon
Ex Yeng., Troops were airlifted into ton L2's, Durinz the irsertion several
aireraft received grovnd fire; however, thure were no injuries to

persomel. ... lvwge *» the edircreft,
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The 1Cth CiB continuved to provide support for units in the seven
sout:.zrn provinces of Militory Region 2, Vagabond aircroft compiled the
follcwiing operctional statistics for Septeuber: 11,139 hours flowm,
27,501 sorties, 44,393 troops transported, and 4,299 tons of cirgo houled.

QCTORTR

riequirenents for aircraft decre-scd scnewhet in the month of October.
Onz battclion opir~tion wos conducted for the z8th Rigiment, WEAID, Other
cpcrations were on compony or platoon size level.

The 155th AHC continued to provide eviation suprort to the 45th iRVH
Reginent in the Ben Me Thuot srea. On 9 Octcber the Stagecocch~Folcon
tecn, staging out of Buon Ho, airlifted clements of the 45th Reéimant into
nine LZ2's northe.st of the staging crea for a seérch a0t clecr nissicn,

The ¥hite Horse ROK Irfantry Divisicn plenned sznother opcr-tion ip
the mountzains west of Tuy Hoa. The 10th Combat Aviotion Bettcolion inserted
elenents of the 28th ROK Kegimert on 14 October in suport of omeraticn
Do Kze Bi 19, The operation contima @ through 24 October when ths troops
were extrocted by Vagebond aircreft. During the ground operction, daily
resupply wes perfornsd by Blue Ster and Freight Trein sireraft. Coptured
wecpons and crzmmition plus epproxinetely 50 cnerry KUi's were cvidence cf
~nother successful opzrcotion.

Tesk Force Scuth, which received th: nojority of its support from the
152n¢ AKC, cdeactivaoted on 1 October; hewever, the 192nc contimucé to
support 1/50th Mechrnized Infentry, "C" Compeny 75th Rongers, ond LRVE

w:its in their crez of operaticn,
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J4rnobils operstions begen to feel the effects of the winter monscon
in © -~ latter part of Cctober. Coastcl regions cxpericnced ecxrly norning
lov - .ilings with occosionsl cleuring oround mid-dsy. This occzsional
elearing invericble proved to be teporrry cs the woother strried deteri-
orsting ot cpproximately 140C hours every afterncon, sis & result of the
weathur, nrny pissicns were gborted while others were never storted et all.

The diversified ovioticn support charceteristic of the 10th Cozbot
Avi-tion Bettclion was furtber broadened when the 183rd Recomnaissance
Lirplone Com. iy was trrusferred from the 223rd C.B to the 10th CiB on
15 October, This transfer wos homecoming for the 183rd os it ws a nember
of the 10th C.B in 1666, The 183rd rrovided aircrafi for v:LsuzJ.
reconnaissences (VR's) for Khorh Hee, Phu Ysn, Binh Thucn, Lom Dong,

{'inh Thuen, Qu~mg Due, cid Tuyen Duc Provinces plus convoy cover for Com
Rerh Bey Support Commend, cortillery obsexvation fo. IFFV Artillery, and
reconnaisscnces for "C" Ccempany 75th Rengers.

Freporaticas were begun for the inactivaticn of the 28lst AFKC, The
10th Cormbot iAviction Battalion et the cnd of Octobor wos still compesed
of sesven compenics; howeveor, the eirmcbils capcbilitinss were reduced with
the loss of one nssault helicopter compexny, During the month Veagabond
_ cdrernft compiled the follcwing statistics: 9,979 hours flown, 23,474
sorties, 34,042 troops tronsported and 2867 tons of corgo cirlifted.

HOVEXBER i

The nonth of Novenber saw o decrense in activity for the 10th Combat
Aviction Battelion cue to the winter ponsoons. Battzlion aireraft again
were recuired for missions in Fleiku Frovince alorng with ths d=1ly nissions

i» scuthern Military Region 2.
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Lircreft from the 48th LHC were sent to Ln Son to rerx:in cver night

(ROE} to support the 126th Lssrult fzlicopter Compeny. The 155th LHC

+ ¥

provided suppert to the 42nd [AVE Regimints in Fleiku Frovince which was
outside their normxl szren of operzticms. Supvort by other coppnnies
to w.its in their respective zrecs of oporation. Combz* assculis contizued
%o be flewn, but were only ccompeny or platoon size operations,

With o decrcose in lorge sccle operations, the stotistics compiled
decrecsed rcspectively in comparison to previous menths., Boticlion cire
craft compiled the following statistics: 9,168 hours flown; 20,000 scrties;

31,110 troops trensperted; snd 2,707 tons of corgo zirlifted.

DECEMBER
: On 14 Decczmber, in ¢ cerezeny held ot 1Cth CiB Hexdquorters, the 281st
. Lsszult Helicopter Comprry wes officially incetivoted and taksn from the

setive rolls of the United Stetes Army. Intruders hcod served in the
Republic of Vietnem for four and a half yecrs and compiled en irrressive
lineage of hcnors en? awards.

With the implementetior of the Vietnimizotion progrem, the 10th Combat
Lviation Battalion wes chosen to provide combzt flyiné expericnce to pilcts
of the Vietn-nese Air Force (VNALF) under the provisions of the Improvencnt
and Modernizotion Program;_ The 92nc AEC end 243rd LSHC were desiznnted to
train the WLF pilots. The VSAF pilots crrived cn the 10th ond 17%h Decenber
at the 243rd and 92nd, respectively. Preparntions were mode fér living ond

- messizg facilitios es the VELF pilcts were to be part.of the comrery during
this treoining ;ériod. With careful prior planning end close liaison with

The Vietnorase iixr Force, the progra. hos been an overvhelming success.
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T1 pid-December, the 155th iLssoult Helicopter Comprny begon standdown
ope=- “ion iz preporction for inectivetion in carly 1971, With inactivotion
of f~s essoult holicopi:r comrp 'nies, the 10th Combet Avirtion Brttallon's
oviztion essets were clmost cut in half,

Ls 2 result of greater commend crphosis, better zcducation =nd imgroved
standardizaticn, the 10th CiB wes able to drastically roduce the number of
cccicents thercby saving lives (nd equipment, At the end of 1970, the
10th CiB had compiled 144 consecutive doys without an airerafi zccident,

The 10th Combot Avi.ticn Battalion closed the yeer by flying 8,628

- hours and 18,781 sorties prlus tronsportirg 26,982 troops and 1,402 tons

of caxgo. .

The yeer saw Vegebond alrceraft flring throughout Military Region 2,
but 1970 will clurys be rerepbered z2s the year of the Combodion crmrcign,
The Vogabonds corpiled the follewing stotistics éuring 1970:

HOURS FLCAE . 000 vsvotovccscsosicocsescansrsssnsrassal33,7C2

SORTIES FLOHN...;.................................324.603

TROOFS CLRRIEDs4eeaccsssossssoncossssaseiooesesses 366,908

CLRGO HAULED (TOES)eeseeaceorcoiosssocncsrsinneoes 44,595



155T1! LSSAULT EELICCPTER COMI‘NY

BIGL/V, Charlcs L47-48~"7311 16 Jun 70 ° SP, Bstyv
COCHCE, Jelm M. 499-46-7408 6 Feb 70 w1 DFC
CCSMCS, Cherles P. 572-80-8556 6 Feb 70 w1 IFC
FENLCHF, Deunis M, 134-38-4793 6 Feb 70 w01 DFC
GUTHURIE, Itcoex-t 245-78-6399 16 Jun 70 s  BS"Wm
HAUPT, lance L. 512-48-9405 16 Jun 70 SP,  BsTU"
JCHISOE, Maxrlin J. 330-38-7047 20 fpr 70 w1 DFC
" . | S " n hi " tn SS
CWE¥, Dean L. - 534-28~7971 29 Jan 70 MAT DFC
RANDAIL, Randy L. 572-76-3769 12 Jan 70 - 8F4 DFC
UERING, Frank G. 457=-78-9560 6 Feb 70 W01 DFC
WYLIE, lewrence R. 157-35-2857 16 Jun 70 W™ DFC
Bronze Star for Service and Achievement 116

Army Cormendation Medal for Valor 1

Armry Cormendation Medal for Service and Achievement 179

Purple Heart 5

Lir Medal for Valor

Mir Medal 823

183RD IECCIPAISSANCE AIRTLANE COMTANY

BAUER, Jay G. 5T1-44-237C 8 Deec 7C CFT DFC
CCLITNS, Michz2el R. Cf2-38-1832 20 Jwm 7C CI'T DFC
C{X, Icon W. 492-40-2268 13 Aug 7" CPT °- DFC
ACDGSCY, Allen B. 537-32-4315 2 May 70 CIT DFC
MIN'GUS, Ieslic C. 420-60-8423 7 Moy 70 Crr DFC
MEWSCME, Henry F. 260-62-502¢% 2 Yov 70 CPT DFC
Bronze Star for Service and Achievenent 26

Arry Cormendation Medal for Service and ’chievement 116

Purple Beart 3

2ir Medal for Valor

Ar Medal 163

1G2¥D LSSAVIT EELICCITER COMP/NY

BREDTH:UER, Howard G. L61=-62-5722 18 Jun 7C Crr IFC
KELLY, Michszel E. 555-74~-546C 18 Jun 70 SF5 DFC
LUKKASZEMSKI, Thonas R 075-34-5170 18 Jun 70 SP5  DFC
TWIGGS, Jaones C. 243=-58-2053 11 May 70 CI'T DFC
WILLIAYS, Jerry M. 455-72-3877 21 May 7°  WC1  DFC
WRIGET, Jom P, 523-62-7033 12 Aug 70 w1 DFC
Bronze Star for Scrvice end Achievement 85

Lrmy Cormendation Medal for Sorvice aind Achievement 126

owsie Heext 10
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HCMOR NOLL 1970

»

"In nemory's eye I can sce then now - forming grimly for the attack,

blue lipped, coverod with sludge end mu, chilled by the wind and rain of
the foxhole, driving home to their objective, and to the judgnent seat of
God. I do not know the dignity of their birth, but I do kmow the glory
of their de~th." These words by GEIETAL OF TFE ARMY DOUGLAS &CARTHUR,
spoken on 1. July 1935, ring true today. Three decades later, and in an-
other strange part of the world, .Jnericans answer the call. The ncthods
of warfare have changed, but the sacrifices, hardships, and the many faces
of death rcmain the sare.

It is with hunility that we honor our fallen corrades. In.our
future sndeavors, lct us be ever mindful of these men, and the principles

for which they gave their all,

FAE WIT SERVICE NIMBER DATE OF ACTION
WG Tarry T. OCMeilly 281 006567458 6 February 1970
SGT Alen E, Jommson 281  06%-38-2751 6 Februcry 1670
SP4 Frank M. Kaiser 281 475-56-0714 6 February 1970
WO1 Thomas Guanther 281  144-40~3221 14 February 1970
WO1 Eldon R, Payne 281  146-36-2663 14 February 1970
SSG Bobbie H, Brewer 281 41.6-56-7258 14 February 1970
SP5 Michael A. Hughey 281  267-84-7265 14, February 1970
W01 Paul E, Dolik 155 31?-44-—&339 23 Pebruary 1970
W01 Joseph F. Erickson 155  384-50-1178 23 Fobruary 1970
SP5 David Fachtigall 155 50'5-5&-8390 23 Februsry 1970
SP, Celvin Scrian 155  576~52-6986 23 February 1970
CFT Richard S. Pevio 281 466—66-7988 27 February 1970
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V01 Ierry D. Leitch
1LT Jecob L. Kinser
WO1 David XK. Ercnsteft
SP5 William @i, Tlogne
§PL Vin Goe.zo

WOl williar 5, Mitton
W01 Marlin J., Jommson
WC1 Darek Richardson
€WO Robert W. Gardner
W01 Stenley J. Miller

SP5 George ¥V, Ton

SP5 Joseph W. Cunninghan, Jr.

SP5 Scott ¥, Sutherland
SP5 Deniecl J. Vaughan
SP4 Denry J. Taulbee
SP, Paul i, Kreigal
1LT Fed R. Beintz

SP5 Peul B, Lembertson
24 Irthur G. Qualis
FFC Thonas Kelso

Y01 Thonas S. Tiogers
«o1 Snawm G, Cennon
11T Iarry C. Innen III

AT N NIRRT VTR TALR T T 27 ey TRT A w7 A B AR

WIT SERVICE MIMBER DATE OF ACTION

Ay
155
155
155
155

155
155
281
231
281
281
281
281
281

281
281
231
192

48

376-46-0147
454~64~7939
064387279
530~34-9325
562-82-4068
264-84-6315
330-38-7047
408762507
219-48-3080
152-40-1127
£64~-28-3183
556-78=-9422
535-48-T7153
266-80~8973
297-48-5112
277-46~-3879
280-44~3609
572-76-1242
415-80-1004

405749623

136-36-5835
064~33-1556
403-68-7531
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1 March 1970
8 March 1970
8 March 1970
8 March 1970
& March 1970
5 Lpril 1970
20 Lpril 1970
20 Lpril 1970
27 Lpril 1970
27 April 1970
27 Lpril 1970
11 May 1970
11 May 1970
11 May 1970
11 Yay 1970
13 May 1570
16 May 1970
20 Mey 1970
20 May 1970
20 May 1970
14 July 1970
9 August 1970
31 August 1970



TFOIATD

During the p:ost yeor the 10th Combut Aviztion Dattelion con-

© tinued to swport the ground units throughout HMilitory Regioh II.
Althouzh several times throughout the yeir elements of the iOth
Lattolion were utilized in the northemn provinces, sometimes for ex-
tencded periocds, thenrimary are:. of operztion was the seven southern
srovinces, These ceven provinces comrrise 23 of the land muss of
the Republic of Vietnam and was the largest A0 for iny aviation Dat-
talion,

While supporting the following units: Yhite Horse 0K Infantry
Division (WHRID), 23r¢ Infantry Division (4i3V1'), Cam Renh Day Sux-
port Comm.nd (CiBSC), Civil and Dural Development (CORDS), irtillery
znC Enzineer units, and the 17th Combat .iviation Groun, the iOth
Battalion flew 89,377 hours and carried 17,537 tons of cirgo and
275,792 passengers,

The primary ,ission cf c combzat aviation battalion is to sup-
port the insertion, extraction and resupply of combat units in the
fielc, While supporting the WHIID and Z3rd ARVHN Division the 10th
Dattilion conducted twenty-two (22) Regiment size, one (1) @ivision
size, wnd .'h;-:enty three (%3) battzlion size combet osszults,

During the year the 10th Dattalion e:':périencec’-. several orgen-
icational. changes beginning with the L8th iHC being recssigned in
Janu:ry, followed by the acquisition of 4" Troop 7/17th: ACS, L,"C,
and D Companies ZZ7th in late March, to the recssigmment of B/727th
in July, the stind—Cown of the 243rd ASHC and D/227th in jugust, the

stencadown of the 183rd RAC, 92nd and 197°nd .IIMts in Tezcuner, the




rezssignment of the S0th AEC (formerly C/~77th) e A/7/17th ond
finilly the stand-Cowm of the 1Uth Combst Aviution Battalion Head-
cuarters, Despite these notentially cdisruptive changes the Dettalion
hgs continued #0 function cohesively and at eak efficiency in the
performance of its cssigned mission,

Over the last five years the 10th Combat Avistion Battzlion has
Frovicec the finest aviation support nossible anc has carmed the
reputation of being one of the best aviction battslions in Vietnam,

At.the close of the year 1971 the 10th Dattzlion's role in

Vietnzm was finished and within 2 few days will be redeployed to

.COIUS where they will uncdloubtedly continue to provice the best

possible aviation support.
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10T COMD.T AVIATION BATTALICH

COMMANDERS
LTC JACK i, WALKER 1 Janusry 1971 - 18 fApril 1971
M.J GEORGE i, HOGKER 18 April 1971 - 11 May 1971
1LTC JAMES 0, HIGDAHL " 17 May 1971 - 31 December 1971
MISSION

The mission of thes 10th Combsat Aviatior Bsttulion is to provide aviction
support &s dirccted by the Sommander, 17th Combat iviztion Grow» in
suyport of cirmobile operctions designed to search out and destroy the
insurgent enemy and to exiend Government of Vietnam (GYN) contrtl of the
ropulation: to provide general support avistion as directed by Commend~
ing Officer, 17th Combat iviotion Group to Second Rezional Assistance
Growp, .{SRIG), Denuty Senior Advisor (DSi) Military Region II, White
Horse ROX Infantry Division (WHRID), 23rd .RYN Infentry Division; znd

to orovide commcnd ind control of 2ssigned and cttached units as directed

by Commcnding Officer, 17th Combeat Avistion Group,
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UNIT COMMANDERS
HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

CAPTAIN DAVID J, REDDEL 1 January 1971 - 25 January 1971
CAPTAIN CHARLES E, MARKHAM 25 January 1971 - 25 April 1971
CAPTAIN BOBBIE D, MAY 25 April 1971 - 2I, September 1971
CAPTAIN JOSEPH P, DAUGHERTY 21, September 1971 - 31 December 1971

4LOTH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY
MiJOR WILLIS R, CUNTING 1 January 1971 - 31 January 1971
50TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

MAJOR CHARLES DARNES 25 March 1971 - 10 May 1971
}iJOR RUDOLFH OSTOVICH III 10 Mey 1971 - 14 November 1971
AJOR DaVID E, HILL 14 November 1971 - 1 December 1971

921D ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

MiJOR RODNEY D, LESTER 1 January 1971 - 15 March 1971
#{3JOR RUDOLPH E, ADDOTT 15 Mzrch 1971 - 28 August 1971
KWJOR LONALD &, COLEMAN 28 August 1971 - 31 December 1971

18300 IECONNAISSANCE AIRPLANE COMPANY

MiJIR ARVIN L, SOLOMON 1 January 1971 - 11 January 1971
HuJOR RICHARD N, IZTUTSOH 11 January 1971 - 1 July 1971
CAPTATE TOUGLAS J. SZIL 1 July 1971 - 2 August 1971
MIJOR JIMMY ¥, STIIEC.UGH ‘ 2 August 1971 - 1 December 1971
1971:D ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

\JOR JAMES L. KIGGUIDOTLM 1 Jamuary 1971 - 18 Janusry 197:
KiJOR ARTHUR R, GHIFFIN 18 Janusry 1971 - 30 July 1971
KaJC2 TN S, DIERKING 30 July 1971 — 1 December 1971



ORGANIZATION GHART

UNIT IO0CATION APO

HQ, 10TH CiB Dong Ba Thin, X 94377

HHC, 10TH CAB Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377

130TH MED DET 0/ Dong Da Thin, EVN 94377

339TH AVN DET (DIV) Dong Ba Thin, RVN 95377

FFENIH S YN R SN N2 AR SN I P I3 TR JEEN NI N TSI M
60TH iSSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY  Ninh Hoa, RVN 95210

L30TH MED DET Ninh Hoa, RVN 94240

R T A e x o s BT e iy o n Rl a e X a a3 a g n s o T BT T s X

9ZWD ASSAULT HELICOFTEZ COMPANY Dong Ba Thin, RVN §6377 -

e L e R e s
1333D RECONNAISSAHNCE AIRPLANE Dong Ba Thin, VN 95377
COMP: Y

a2 L g e e e 2
193D ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPINY  Dong Ba Thin, RVN 98377
196TH MED DET Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377
R T L L e

24,3RD ASSAULT SUPPORT HELICOPTER Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377
COLPANY

B T T X 2 s L 2 L L T T L L o 2 Ry o oo s
B/22775 ASSAULT HILICODTER COMDANY Donz Da Thin, RVN 95377
D/227TH ABRIAL WEAPONS COMP:NY Dong Bz Thin, RVN 94377
AT JETE NI D3PI ITEH -2 TS0 I 10 FEIE SIS IE -2 0

A T02T FI1 SQUADRON Phan Rang, RVN 95321
1774 C.VALRY
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UNIT COMMANDERS
HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

CAPTAIN DAVID J. REDDEL 1 January 1971 - 25 January 1971
CAPTAIN CHARLES E, MARKHAM 25 January 1971 - 25 April 1971
CAPTAIN BOBBIE D, MAY 25 April 1971 - 2 September 1971
CAPTAIN JOSEFH P, DSUGHERTY 2l September 1971 -~ 31 December 1971

LOTH 1SSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY
MiJOR WILLIS R, TUNTING 1 January 1971 - 31 Jenuary 1971
S0TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

MAJOR CHARLES DARNES 25 March 1971 -~ 10 May 1971
$1J07 RUDOLFH OSTOVICH IIT 10 Mey 1971 - 14 Nmfember 1971
¥AJO DAVID E, HILL 14, November 1971 — 1 December 1971

921D ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

MiJOR RODNCY D. LESTER 1 January 1971 ~ 15 March 1971
}1JOR RUDOLFH E. ADDOTT | 15 Mzrch 1971 — 28 August 1971
1.JOR SONALD i, COLEMAN 28 August 1971 - 31 December 1971

1837 IECONNAISSANCE AIRPLANE COMPANY

| MAJOR ARVIN L. SOLOMON 1 January 1971 - 11 January 1971
H4JOR IICHARD ¥, ISTUTSON 11 Januery 1971 - 1 July 1971
CAPTATR TOUCLAS J. DELL 1 July 1971 -~ 2 August 1971
MR JIMMY W, STIITED. UGH ' 2 August 1971 ~ 1 December 1971

197D ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

AJOR JAMES L. EIGGLDOTAIM 1 Janusry 1971 - 18 Janusry 1971
MAJOR ARTHUR R, GHIFFIN 18 Jsnuery 1971 - 30 July 1971
1MsJCT T S, DIFRKING 30 July 1971 — 1 December 1971
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CATTALION OPERATION 1971
During 1971, the 10tk Combut Aviation Battalion nrovided continuous
aviation support tc the Army of the Republic of Vietnam and the Free
World Alljed Forces in Military Region II, This summary of the major
activities during the year is, of necessity, a condensed presentation,
While providing aircraft for many missions which do not constitute 2
significant activity, these missions were cn integral part of the 10th
Combat iviation Battalion's support in M2 II.

JANUARY

Major aviztion support for January was provicded to the White Horse
ROK Infantry Division, 23rd ARVN Division, CORDS, and Cem Ranh Day
Support Commanc.

The L2th Asszult Helicooter Company provided the majority of the
support to the WHRID until 30 Januery when they were reassigned to the
223rd Combat Aviation Battalion at Dong Ha., The 9Znd AHC continued to
train VNAF avictors under the I&M Program, Or 11 Jznuary 1971 Major
Richard N, Knutson :ssumed comm:nd of the 183r¢ lecomnaissance Air-
plane Company. In addition, the 183rc Mess Hall was chosen as the
.ist Aviation Drigacde "3est Mess Hall® :tnd is in contention for USARY
“Best Mess", 0 18V«Janu:-.ry 1971, Major Arthur R, Griffin essumed
command of the 197°nd .iss2ult Helicopter Commany replacing Major Jumes
L. Higzinbotham who beczme the 10th CAD S3, The 155th Assault Helicop~
ter .Company “Stagecoach” completed cdeactivaiion on 30 January 1971
thus eliminating .viation supnort for the Ban e Thout srea. One
other unit, the 243r¢ Aesmult Support Helieonter Company cortinued to

train VHAF pilots wunder the I&M Program,
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FEERUARY
. During February 1971, the 10th CAE continued to support units

within the seven southern provinces of MR II. One major operation
was conducted by the WHRID. On 23 February the 28th and 29th Regi~
ments, totaling 3,000+ troops; were inserted west of Tuy Hoa. Trzin—
ing under the AI&M Program ccentinued in the 92nd AHC with no signifi-
cant problens eﬁéomztered. The 183rc¢ RAC continued to provide vis-
ual reconnaissance and convoy cowed for the southerm helf of MR II.
In order to provide better aviation support in Bzn Me Theut, = back-
sge of six (5) UH-1H and two (2) UH-14 aircrafi from the 192nd AHC
were sent to Camp Coryell at Dun Me Thout, The 243rd ASHC contin-
ved to provide mecdium 1ift support throuvrhout the southern half of

. MR II. In addition the company successfully commleted VNAF training
under the I&M Program on 10 Febru.rry., In early February A Troop was
attached to the 10th CAD, . Troop moved to Phin Rang Air B:se and
within 2 few cays were operationzl, Their primary mission wus to
contuct air cavzlry scout susport for the 23r¢ ARVH Division,

MARCE
During the month the 10th Combat Avistion Battalion and its
assizned units continued to sunport the various units throughout the
seven southern provinces of MR II, There wus 'one (1) major overztion
. this month, On 24 Murceh the 30th Resmiment of the YHIID was inserted

into an area northwest of Nha Trang, 2700, | During the insertion one
(1) aircraft received comdot damaze with negative injuries, On 15

) Herch, Mzjor Nudolrh E, Abbett 2ssumed command renlacing Mejor
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Rodney Lester of the 92nd Assault Helicopter Company, In addition
the VNAF aviators training with the 92nd AHC under the I&M Program
successfully completed their training program everaging 230 hours
.per aviator, The 183rd RAC continued to provide visual reconnaissance
for MR II and on two occaisions one of their aircraft received heavy
enemy fire, During March the 192nd Assault Helicopter Company con-
tinued to pro\r;’ide general support £&r MR II. On 9 March two gunships
vere erployed in & search for a missing dir Force F-100 fighter bomb-
er, Unfortunately the results were negative, On two (2) occaisions
the Tiger Shark gunships were usecC to cover a Dustoff mission, On
one of these missions, 15 March, one individual received a wound in
the arm, ancd on the other, 23 March, one aircraft wus destroyed and
all four crewmembers were injured when the aireraft crashed into the
side of a mountain cdue to IMC. In 2ddition to providing aircrafi
for the 30th Regiment insertion on 2L March, thz 192nd AHC also
nrovided six (§) UH-1H and four (4) WH-1C zireraft on 30 March for
an insertion of 410 troops of the 29th ROX Regiment. The 2L3rd
Asszult Heliconter Company continued its normal mission throughout
MR II. #A" Troop 7/17th Cav enjoyed z very productive month while
in support of the 23rd ARVE! Division, During the month they were
crecited with three (3) enemy KTi's, seventeen (17) structires de~
stroved and seventy-five (75) btunkers destroyed, On 25 March 1971
three units, D, C, =2n¢ D Companies of the 227th Aviation Dattalion
ist Cavalry Division .:irmobile werc assizmed to the 1Cth Combat

Avistion Pzttzalion,
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APRIL

April brouvght several changes to the missions flown by the 10th
Combat Aviation Dattalion. In addition to the normal units supported
by the 10th CiC, WHRID, 23rd ARUN Div, CROSC, sircreft were sent to
the Qui Fhon earca almost on a daily basis to help support the Capitol

K Infantry Division, There were two major operations this month
when aircraft fi'om the 10th CAD e:tracted the 30th 0K Regiment and
on 25 April inserted the <Gth Regiment into an 40 west of Tuy Hoi,
VN,

The 9°nd AHC, 19Znd AHC, 183rd RAC and 243rd ASHC 311 continued
their normzl missions, After being given time to pet set up, the
units from the 1st Air Cuvelry Division began to operate under the
10th Combut Avi:tion Z2attalion, C Company 227th was given the mis-
sion of providing suppert to'the White Horse ROK Infuntry Division.

B Commany ané D Compeny were tasked for zircraft to be laasgered it
Pleiku for the increased enemy activity in thaot crea, These .ircraft
were placed under the operational control of the 52nd Combat Aviation
Dettalion, 4" Troop 7/17 Cav was also tasked to send aircraft to
Pleiltu under operationzl control of the 5Znd CAD, A" Troop sup—-
ported both the ZZnd md 23rc LIV Divisions and were credited with

fifty~five (55) enemy KRi's during the month,

MY
During the month of My there was only one (1) significant op-
eration, Elementes of the 10th Comb:zt Aviation Dettalion extricted

the 7Cth ROX Regiment which had been inserted the previous month,
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There vere three #3)madministrative changes curing the month, Major
Rudolph Ostovich III took command of C Compeny 727th on 10 May 1971
replacing Major Charles Lurnes, Major Frank T, Peterlin assumed com-
mand of the 243rd Assault Support Helicopter Company on 18 Miy re-
pl:icing Major Eulus E, Evans, On 12 May 1971 LTC James 0. Hegdzhl
assumed cajmr;and of the 10th Combat .iviation Dattalion replacing Major
George i, Hooker who had been cormmanding the battalion since late
March when LTC Jack Walker was called home on emergency leave, Dur-
ing the month the 92nd Assa2ult Helicopter Company was 2lso tasked to
srovide a lazger packoge at Pleiku under operationsl control of the
52n¢ Combat Aviation Zattalion. The 92nd iHC started training = new
group of seven (7) VHAF aviztors under the nrovisions of the Imorove—~
ment angd Mocdernmizzation Prozram on 10 May 1971, At the end of May
these VNiF avistors hud an average of 55,1 hours, In z2ddition to
providing the normal visual reconnaissance support for the sou";lzerz;x
half of MR II, the 183rc Recommaissance Airplane Compiny 2ssum.d 4
new mission, This being 2 coastal recomncisscnee for MNovy inielli-
gence, The 192nd isszult Helicopter Compony continued to provide a
laager packege 2t Lan He Thout in support of the 23rd ARV Division.
The 197nd ..HC also ber:n training sewvan (7) VHAF aviators under the
I&M Prozrum on 10 Xay 7i. Troop 4, 7.17th Air C.wvelry Scuadron con-

e

tinued to supnort the ““nd and Z3rl L3V Divisions in the Pleilm

arez, -lso I Companv xnC D Company “T7th continued to lazger zircraft

at Pleitu while C Comm.: “2Tth continued to supnort the White Horse

TOK Infantrr Division,
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JUIE

The 10th Combat .iviction Sattalion continued to support the ground
forces of the seven southera »rovinces of ¥R II and visuzl recormaissance
of Phu Yen Province., Veogcbond tireraft provided support to the White
Horse ROK Infantry Divisicn, 23rd ARVH Infantry Division, DSA MR X%,

Cem Ranh Day Support Commznd, SRAG Artillery, ané 17th CiG. On 11 June,
iajor John Detterer took comﬁ;nd of D Company Z°7th, replacing Mzjor
Calway C. Cauley. On 20 June the 97nc Assuult Helicooter Company and

C Compuny 2C7th were the »rimary assets used in the ins;ertion of the 29th
Reziment, White Horse 20K Infmniry Diwision into the mountainous arce ’
eoproximately 20 kilometers west of HNinh Hoa, On 23 June, the 97nd
Assault Helicopter Company wus relieved of its mission in the Pleilu
arez ancd assumed the laager piclizge at Dan Me Thout renlacing the

192nc iss:ult Helicopter Compony, Their primary mission was to continue
support for the 23rd ARVH Infintry Division, The 97nZ AHC anc 19%nc
AHC continued to trzin VILLT avistors wader the I&iM Progrzm, D Company
ané¢ D Cormany were also relessed from their mission % Pleiltu and re-
turned to Dong Ta Thin while “4% Troop continued to support units in -
the Pleikr area. Upom their release from the Ban Me Thout mission the
197nd Asseult Helicopter Commany bscomz the primary support for the
Civil Operctions and Dur:l Development Suzoort (COBDS) Program operzted
by MiC¥. C Company continued to surport the ¥hite Horse R0X Iafmntry
Division ané the <43rd iss=ult Support Heliconter Compony continued to

nrovide mecium 1lift supprort for southern Mt II,
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JULY

This month VaRabond aircraft continued to support various units of
southern MR II. In adcdition there were two major changes within the
battalion, On 5 July the 243rd Assault Support Helicopter Company be-
gan stand-down for redeployment to CONUS, This eliminatec¢ the 10th Com-
bat Aviztion Battalion czpability to provide medium 1ift support. The
10th CAD ioét one other unit when on 17 July B Company 227th wes reaSe
signed to the Z58th Combat Aviation Bzttzlion and moved to Tuy Hoa, RV,
On 30 July Major Irwin S. Dierking assumed commancd of the 192nd Assault
Helicopter Company from cdeparting Major Arthur R, Griffin, There were
three major operations du;iing the month begimming with the extracticyg
of the 29th ROK Regiment //from zn arez 30 kilometers west southwest of
Ninh Hoa, On i2 and 13 July C Company 227th and the 19°nd AEC were the
primary cssets used to insert the 30th ROK Regiment into IZ's 40 kilom—
eters west of Dong Bz Thin, Then agam the sume sssets were used on 25
July to extract the 3Cth Reziment from the sime are:, The rem:zincer of
the 10th CAZ WwfI¢s continued with their ncrm:zl missions with the excep—
tion of A" Troop 7/17th CAY, On 5 July they began preparstions to
move from Fleilcu, whers they had been operating for 95 days, back to

Phan Rang Air Dase,

AUGUST
The month of August brought severzl chienges to the 10th Combat
Avistion Dattalion, On 2 August Major Jimmy H, Stinebough assumecd com-
mand of the 183rd Recomnaissance Airplane Company replacing CPT Dougles
Jo Dell, who had commanded the company since 1 July 1971, Major Roneld
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A, Coleman left ?;z position ¢s the 10th CAD 53 on 28 August to as-
sume command ef the 92nd Asssult Eelicopter Company from Major
Rudolph E, ibbott. On 31 August 1971 C Company 227th was redesig-
nated the SOth Aviztion Company (Assault Helicopter). There were
two major operations this month which ultimakely were the last reg-
imental size operztions to be supported by the 10th Combat Aviation
Dattalion; on 10 August the 28th ROK Regiment was inserted into

the mountains northwest of Tuy Hoa and on 24 iugust they were ex-
tracted from the same :ires, On 8 August the 243rd .ssault Support
Helicopter Company completed stand—down procedures and was redeploy-
ed to Ft, Lewis, Washington, Major Frank T, Peterlin, the commonding
officer of the ZL3rd, was reassigned to the 10th Cad Headquirters

cs Dattalion Executive Officer. On 10 August D Compuny 227th begun
stand—down proceedinzs ancé completed on 29 August, This eliminat—-
ed the aerizl Yeapons Company ané reducec the iOth Combat Aviaticn.
Battalion to five (5) operational companies plus Headguarters Com~
pany. Doth the 92né and the 192nd Asszult Helicopter Companies com-
pleted training the VIUF .vistors under the Improvement and MoZern-
jzation Program cveriging 225 hours per aviator, Other than this

the 92nd énd 192nd JaHC's continued their normal mission along with

the remainder of the battzlion.

SEPTEMCER
The month of September brought z marked increase in the num-
ber of combat essaults supported by the iOth Cormbaot Aviation Dat-

talion, Although there were no regimental size operations, there
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were 13 battalion size insertions anc extraoctions, The primary

wnits supported belonged to the ¥White Horse ROX Infiontry Division
_however there were two combat assuults, 2 September and 11 September,
confucted for the 23rd ADVN Division, .Ilegiming on 10 September

the &0th, 92nd and 192nd Asscult Helicopter Companies inserted six
¢ifferent battalions .nd extractec five of these battalions, the
last on 30 September, In adcdition to the numerous combat sssaults
the_10th Combat .vi.tion Datt:lion continued §ts normal suppdrt

for Cam Ronh Bzy Sup-ort Communcd, Z3rd ARVH Infantry Division, White

Horse WOX Infantry Division, CORDS, and the 17th C:G,

OCTODER

The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion continued to support tae
groun¢ forces of the seven southern provinces of M IT during the
month of October., On & October Camp Coryell =t Tun Me Thout wes
close¢ which caused the sircraft paclage from the 92nd Assault Hel-
iconter Comuny to disperse some of its sireraft, Three (3) UH~1H
and two UH-1l remainecd ct Dan Me Thout while two Ud~1H went to
PLeilu and one went to Gia Nzhia, During the Vietnzm Presicentisl
Election period several sircraft from #4" Troop 7/17th Cavalry and
the 197°nd Assault Helicooter Company were sent to Doo Loc as in-
- creasec security for thxt area. There were two battaj;ion size
operitions this month. The &0th .issault Helicopter Company, with
circraft added from both the 92nd and 192nd isscult Helicopter Com-
panies inserted the 2nct Dn of the 29th ROK Regiment on 9 October and

the 1st Dn of the 28th [OX Regiment on 10 October. On 23 Cctober

5’? .
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the S0th AHC extracted the 2&1 Dn 29th RGT whiles the 1st Dn ?81'.}1
RGT walked out of the field, Two units of the C:ttalion had very
much success during the month inflicting hecvy damage to the enemy,
The 92nd Assault Helicopter Company gunships were credited with 3
bunkers destroyed and 36 enemy killed in action., "A"™ Troop 7/17th
Cav was even more successfull when they were creditecd with destruc—
tion of an enemy hootch complex, 10 btnkers destroyed aind 25 enemy
killed in action, Troining of VNAF aAviators continued uncder the
I&M Program in both the 192né¢ ind 80th Assault Helicopter Companies

who had five (5) aviators ezch,

NOVEMBER

During Hovember Vaigabond zircraft were again involved in sev-
erzl bzttalion operations, On 3 Novenber elements of the 44th ATVN
Regiment 23rd ARVN Division were inserted near Song Mao, 4 November
an RFPF force from Dinh Thuan province wes inserted nezr Phan Thiet,
on 7 November 10 Vagzbond aircraft linked up with VNAF elements to
8id in the insertion of the 45th ARVI] Regoment near Phu Nhon and on
17 Vovember 12 aircraft again joined the VNAF to extrazet the 45th
Regiment., The next two days, 18 and 19 November, the 80th Assault
Helicopter Company zcted as G&C for two insertions of elements of
the Z8th and 2%9th Regiments respectively and then wgain on 21 Hov-
ember for an insertidén of the 2nd Dn 30th ROK Regiment. Then on
26 November the clemcnts of the 29th IOK Regiment and on 27 Nov-
ember the elgments of the 30th ROK Regiment wcre extracted while
the 26th Regiment wxl%ed out of the field, This month founc the
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3 _10th Combat .aviztion Battalior; strength out even further when the
183rd Recormaissance Airplane Company began stand—down on 1 November,
This eliminated the Dattzlion's visukl reconnaissance missions for
the southern half of MR II, Doth the 197nd ond 50th issault Heli-
copter Companies completecd training the VILLF .Aviztors ettached to
them under the Improvement and Mocdernization Prosram sveraging Just
over 200 hours per aviator, 4again the 92nd .issault Helicopter Com—
pany ancd 4% Troop 7/ 17th Cavalry enjoyed successful months when
the 92nd AHC gunships were credited with 50 enemy R{Dits cnd #A" Troop,
after moving back to Pleoku for a few days, destroyed and d.amagec’-.

seversl bunkter complexes,
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DECEHLTER

During the month of December the 10th Combat Aviation DBattalion

© continued to provide support for the seven southern provinces of Mt

II to include.the White Horse ROK Infantry Division, 23rd ARVN Infan-
try Division, Cam Ranh Bay Support Command anc¢ 17th GiG., As the
nonth progressed the 10th Dattalion's support wes continually reduced
wntil 31 Decenter 1971 when the 10th Combat .viction Dutialion rezas—
signed its two remaining units, the &th issault Helicopter Company
and 4" Troor 7th Scuadron 17th Cavalry, end began stancd-Cdown procec-
ures for future receployment o CONUS. Durinz the month elements

of the i0th CAB suprorted three (3) ROK battelion combat assaults in

addition to the normal missions flown., On 1 Decexmber the 9°nd As—

sault Heliconter Compuny begin stand-Cown end completed on 31 Dec—

ember, There wcs only one mejor problem encounterec, this being the
lzte disposition of persoanel and aircraft. On 20 December 1971 the
192nd Assault Helicopter Company bezon its stind—lown, Their schéd-

ulec¢ commletion date is 20 January 1672,
f0th AHC

During December the 50th iHC continued to -rovide the orimory
aviation support for the White Horse ROK Infontry Division, In this
capacity they provicec the majority of the uircraft and the C&C for
three ROK bsttzlion operations, The &Oth AEC also essumed the Cam
Ranh Bay Support Commanc mission on the 20th when the 192nd started
stand-down, In orcer to provice the masximum support possible the

é0th AEC acquired three (3) additional UH-1H aircraft and an aerial
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weapons platoon consisting of six (8) AE-1G Cobro Gunships.
92nc AHC
During the month of December the 92n¢ AHC ¢id not provide avi-
ztion support due to the fact they began stanc-cowm procecures on °
1 December, Everything progressed on schecdule .nc the deactivation
was complete on 31 December 1971,
192nd AHC
For the first twenty (20) cdays of December the 192nd AHC contin—
uec¢ to provide aviation support for the combat anc combat support
wiits within the seven southern provinces of Mi II. During the month
the 192n¢ experienced three (3) minor cireraft incidents with no
injuries to persomnel.
A/7/17 ACS
During December i Troop supported elements of the Z3rd ARV Div-
ision in areas zround Song Mao, Dalat, and Tzo Loc. They also sup-
ported the Hinh Thuan Province Intelligence Plutoon at Phan Rang und
JDOC at Cam Ranh Bay, %hile in support of these various units 4/7/17
spotted several structures, bunkers, and' eneny personnel, The gun—
ships expended their ordnance on several of these sightings result-
ing in mangy structures and bunlters destroyed or dumeged., . Troop
also inserted troops into munw of these arezs, On the 20th of Dec-
ember A Troop wes required to maintzin 2 package ofntwo (%) Cobra
gunships anc one (1) OH-51 LOH =t Dong Ba Thin for the Cam Ranh
Specicl Sector defense, Later in the month two (2) UH~1H aircraft
were also Sent to Donz D= Thin ond after the 31lst the entire »ackoge

will come under the operational control of Cam Renh Day Support Command.
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For the year 1971 the 10th Combat Aviation Battalicn, while

suyporting the combat support units of Military Region II, compiled
r the following statisties:

Hours flown....................................‘.o-89;377
Trﬁops 1iftedﬁod.."¢"".I..O!..‘.Q‘QO.Q‘........2763792
&rtiesQQQ..QOOQ..O.0000lo...’...‘......'..'..Q..Ql?l,sw

Cargo hauled (tons),..............‘................17;537

L
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AJARDS 1971

ILIE RANK . AWARD_RECELVED

PPy v

~ HEADQUARTERS AND HELDQUARTERS COMPANY

HALKER, Jack A, LTC Legion of Merit

LESTER, Rocney MidJ Distinguished Flying Cross
ACEVEDO, Ramon .l CPT Distingzuished Flying Cross
Dronze Ster for Service and l.chievement - 37
Army Commencation Meca) for Service and Achievement 122
Purnle Heart 7
Air Medal for Valor 3
Gir Mecdal €8

—— - — - - -

50T A3SAULT EELICOPTER COMPANY

DAY, Ronald E, CPT Distincuished Flying Cross
CIFFIN, James G, CPT Distinguicshed Flying Cross
Gi03BY, Tholon ¥, Wo1 Distinguished Flying Cross
HAYES, Robert A, w01 Distinguished Flying Cross
00D, Charles H. 2 (033 Distinguished Flying Cross
Dronze Star for Service and Achievement 12
Lrmy Commencation lledd) for Service and iAchievenment 51
Purnle Heart 1
Air Mecdal for Valor 30
air MHedel ¢
9D ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

DEEY, Larry R CPT Silver Stur (Posthumous)
LUCBEIHUSEY, Gerald N, SPL Silver Star Posthumous}'
LITTLETON, Jomm V¥, SPL. Silver Star (Posthumous
€003, Dernard 4, CcPT Distinguished Flving Cross
SHANLEAN, John L, CPT Distinguishecd Flying Cross
Dronze Ster for Service and Achievement 75
Axmy Commend:ation Hedcl for Service ond dchievement 21
Purple Heart )
Adr Kecal for Valor 3
Air Medal 851,
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HONOR ROLL 1971

"In memory!s. eye I can see them now - forming grimly for the

attack,; blue lippec, covered with sludge and mud, chilled by the wind

and r2in of the foxhole, driving home to their objective, anc to the

-

jucgement sect of God. I cdo not lmiow the dignity of their birth, but

I do mow the glory of their cdeath,”

These words by GENERLL OF TE

AIMY DOUGLAS MACARTHUR, spoken on 1. July 1935, ring true today,.

Three cdecades later, cné in another strange part of the world,

Americans answer the c¢s=11,

The methods of warfcre have changed, but

the szcrifices, hardships, an? the many faces of death remein the szme,

It is with humility that we honor our fallen comracdes In our

future endeavors, let us be ever mincdful of these men, ané¢ the prin-

cinles for which they gave their all,

ILiME
B

W01 Robert T. Bruce

. 3101 Gregory i. Smith

CPT Richard Dewey

SPL Geralcd l, Lubbenhusen
SFL Joim Littleton

SP5 Albin L, Keams

SP5 Johmmy Arthur

SPL louvie G, Montova

SPl. Jeffery S, Jesoleuski

SFC Samuel Mciphee

SP.4 .ilbin L, Xencall

_ SPI, Errol L. Kent

SP5 Marvin Driesacher

a7/

Af7/17

SEWICE UMD

535-50-9396
L83-55-1,077
085-35-0L2"
527-9€-1355
5é7—62-,-—'f’?60
015-42-9301

585-27-3147

550-C1—1, 595
5,0=-C5=C197
L20-52-75%5

540750272

50752307,

SO P

21 May 1971
10 June 1971
10 June 1971

28 June 1971

25 July 1971
3 Yoverber 1971
3 lloveidber 1971

1% December 1671





