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The 281 st ABC (Intruders) 'Was placed ope on to the 268th Cl.B. Whil.e 

wrldr.€ for the 268tb Cill3, In--cruder c.ircraft fle'-l in support of ~ Bhon 

Sup~.ort Comii';.>nd end Y,ACV. On the 2nd, the 281 st cCIilplet.ed support for a 

cl~s of the UL,CV Recondo School ='-Ild provided support for another c1s.ss 

frot!. 17 throu~h 25 Febru;;'X",!. Ter. sniffer missions were flow for the 

Instillatio:1 Defense COI;l!;lCIlC (me) c.t lJl.l Trang \o.'! th fl"e-:-uant '311emy contact 

encol.otered in the m0l.4::1taills west of ~"ha Trang. 

V-agabond eircreft ir. supporting UI.Ll. ts in Ydli tcxy Region 2 during 

+ ... 1:t~ l::ox~th compiled the follo .... iing statistics: 10,489 hours flown, 

27,515 sorties, 55,.3.36 troops transported, and 4154 tons of ce.rgo hauled. 

MARCH 

Priority of support for the bat:.;,alion drcraft a.gab ver.t to t.he 

'White Horse ReI{ Infantry Division. The 10th Combat Avif'.tion Battillon 

conducted a division operc::.tion on 1 i-.arch "1'i th aircr • .ft, from the 4Sth, 

92nd ~~d 281st ARC's end 243rd LSHC inserting the wr~te Borse ROE Inf~ltry 

Division in'l;o thirty-wo (.32) LZ I S appr-o:x:i.1n&tely 50 kilometers \:res-c, of 

Do:J,f Ba Thin. Ve.gabond CI.ircrRft inserted 5,S7; troops 2Jld 75 CH-47 loads 

crcund the loce.tion of a su!':pected VC Base CE'..iri.p. The 48-","1 !HC lost one 

ai~cr:£t curi.~g the combat assault v~Jlle m~kjng 2n a~proach to a pinnecle. 

The Blue Stzrs felt. & person..l loss in this crc.sh vhen th~ pilot suffered 

fatal inj~~ies. The operation lasted for ~/O veey~ vit~ :1ccessary logist­

icc~ sup}."IOrt beinS provided by Vc.gabond .. 'drcre..ft. RePOl""S from the G-2, 

WHF.ID listed 129 eneLly KIA' 8, 52 POW's end 4D wee-pons c~.ptured. Retc.Uc.tion 

by the :"1emy .f~!"ces resulted in Dong B~ Thin receivin6 a simultaneous 

:nor'k.r sapper attc::.ck on the 7th. The attach which r-esu1 ted in one UH-lH 

41 



• 

• 

• 

Cl'ld ona UH-1C destroyed, one UH-lH dClilllgod, and one gu.'rd tover c1e.r .. -;.ged 

plus four U.S. personnel }~r:. consisted of thrl::~ hend f:T:::ne.des, two B-40 

rocke'l#s, =":'1C1 twenty 82rnn I:lortcrs. 

While en~ ~ctivity w~s nt Q hi~h ~oint in thc Long B~ Thin erc~, 

t.."le 155th koBC in Ben }::(: Thuot 'Wt'.S relnti vely free of enemy attacks. Ne.jor 

Sl-"Pport was cor..tir.ued for thc 4th Ir.tontry Division 3:lcl other u:.j.ts :L.i 

F'ld.ku r'l'ovinc e • In flying 17th cODbe.t c.s sf.ul ts c~uring the Ilor.th, St-.gecoach 

ci.rcrnft also supported the 23rd JaRVN Di v"ision c....."'ld DcUlch.tlents B-23 ~"1rl 

B-SO, 5th SFG opzre.ticr.s. 

The 192nd continued to support elecents throughout the P~~ Tr~st region. 

The: Elonth st..-:rted off with c cOEb.:-.t assc.ult for 1/50th }iechani~.cd Infantry. 

The 192nd continued to support Task Force South ~ on the 17th, ~hile con­

dUcting a combct assuult for the l/5Oth, hed a UB-lH shot down by e~emy 

gro\Lic1 fire. T}'I..is action resulted in the door gu:r~";1r being wou.:.iead. The 

eirc:-a.ft v~s recovered by the 243rd ASHC. On the 25th, "cn Cor:pc.'1Y, 75th 

Ro;-_gers Ilcde co:-.tc.ct vi th the eneoy anc gave a cw to the 192m:: lJiC for 

s~port. With guns c.lweys or.. sta..id-by for te.ctic~ er:::::"gencies, Tigershal'k, 

~U.iS \l"3re l::.unched 1J:D!lo(1.ic::.teJy to provide support. T:l1€; guns e:>::penc1e(1 eM 

were creditGc1 with three KB.:.IS. Ti.!"! Pbleccts closed the month flying three 

com.bat o.ss ..... Ults· in ons d::y •. J..ircr~t were provided to the l/SOt.b ~1echc.nizad 

Lif:'.l"'ltry fer t\iO eonbc.t esst.Ul ts c.Illc: one for Bir ... ~ Thu..-..."'l sector. 

The White Horse ROK lnf':--Zltr,y Division corm;len'oed :l t,,7Q ... ··.,:zk opcT!'.tion on 

the 1st nnd tlle 281st w~s given the responsibility of ~~pporting the 29th 

Regbcnt for the insertion Cllid resupply. In support of tho 23rd L.RVN Division, 

the Intruders flev eight regiDcnt&I co~bct ass~ults tr~oughout th~ month 

~ well as COLlbE'.t assa.ults for :Mike Strilro O:r.Jp.::.r:y, ;tj~ SFG. 
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On the 15th, c, new class of the }!kCV Recondo School commenced with the 

28lst provicling .:ir support until the cl~ss ended on 19 Harch. 

The lC'c,h .c.:J3' s ai!'u:,,:·c.ft vere tasked more in jvi'_-.rch than in the pre-

viou! t 'lo mcnt.hs prov-j.a.ng sup:::,ort to units in l-iilltt::ry Region 2. The 

Battalion's aircrc.ft compiled the follovipg stctistics for the month: 

13,888 hours flO'.m, 37,360 sorties, 68,854 troops trc.nsported, end 4/I!::f7 

tons of cc.rf;o hc.uled. 

The lOth CAB continued in general support of all FWAF in southern 

~U1~ Region 2. Mc.jor operations durinE; t.he month were conducted by 

the 4th Iniontry Division in Pleiku Province ~nd the Hbite Horse ROK Infantry' 

Division vicinit,y of Tuy Hoa. Aviation assets were provided by four 

cacpanies to the 4th Inf~r.try Division ~s eneqy ilctivity increased in that 

o,ree.. 

The White Horse ROI{ Infantry Division 'olCS i!";.ser·l:,ecl by Vc.g<:bond e:.ir-

crr..ft into .;'.t1 area vest of Tu:r Hoa on the 28th. Th3 /:.Sth J.HC and the 

243rd J ... SHC continued to provide support for W:IRID unt.'ll completion of 

~1.:~ opero.tion in M::J.y. The oper~tion proved to be quits successful c.s the 

fi:lcl. results 'Were 275 eneny KIA'.5~ 3 POW's and 188 wec~pons capt.-ured. 

Efforts co=.tL"'1Ued in "the inprr.,'T6Iilen.t of the defe::lsi ve pE'::riLleter ~.: 

'l:,he \r.J.i ts locc.ted o.t Dong BOo Thill ilS new perimeter w:i.!,;;: ne\-! cli:.ytI.Ore 

mnes, end new gu:l~ .. d to\iers \18re i:l;~t·a11ed during J.p:.. .... :... ., ';;he 1st, Cacp 

Col"Yell 'Wns hit by l!lOrtilrs resultinE, in dc..~ge to thr,,~ ~.~·~-i'j's c.."'1d five 

UH-1H's belonging to 155th. LZ Betty, home of the ,C;:'?,!'i.~ cctle ll.'ldcr attack 

on t.'Ile 4th as five 60mm DOrters impacted 0..t.l'li"'l t.h~ ~ :_;j:, .... ~1":"\1. The 192nd 
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activity r~ined at a hi~~ level when on the 6th the military instal1etion 

at lfu2. Tran@ received eig..'lt lO'7mr:l roci:ets. The 281st AHC bad neg:::.tive 

dcA ... ge or C~su.~J.ties. OIl the 8th the enemy hit Dong En Thin compound with 

25 lilortnr rou::!c1s i'..""ld one 122mD rocket dc..r.qing one building in HHC tmd 

'WOu...""lCing three. Tjle 9200 AHC mess hcl.l we.s destroyed in the SeJlle ntteck. 

The c:::.t.. ... cks vere wici.e-sprecd tiS the 48th J,.HC receivec:. two rou.:."-'.ds of morter 

fire on the 10th 'With negative da.r.w.ge e.."ld casualti::;s. Again on the 11th 

Dong Bn Thin received four rockets of u:;.k."'l0'WIl size with negr.tive dCi-lcge. 

The 10th C1:.B circro.f't continued to support units from. the southern 

·;;-'0 the ~crthern bound<:'.l"y of ~..:ili tay Region 2 a.nd froLl the coast.::.1 r.re~s 

to t!le rolc.tce.u r.rea next to the Crllboc!ian end Lc.otia:l borders.' II Soldiers 

of the Sky" cor:.tL-:ued to compile i.I:lpressive stc..tistics duri:r4S April yith 

the following recorded: 13,321 hours flo~;n, 5,495 sorties, 58,500 troops 

e.1rliftcd, rro 4\192 tons of co.rgo h:~.:\lled. 

HU 

l-1q' W.s destined to be one of the busiest I:lont:!:ls of the ye&r for the 

10th COQr-at t..vi:ltion Battalion. Increnst:~d support v~s rec~uired ill the 

P1eiku-Ko:ltum-Dclc Seeng o.rei: .~s the C<.::lbodian operr.tion began on the 1st. 

Suppcrt wc..s continued for the units :5-n southern }.iilitary Region 2, bt!t the 

pricrity ~f support went to units fighting in Cambodic... 

Operc.tion Einh To.y ::L li.":.sted f:lOlil the 4th to the 17th. The 10th CAB's 

most significt'-nt, contricl!tion to thi $ effort v"-s :r::w.de by the 281s', !JiC 

which DOved oll of its operntioncl Cossots to P1eiku. The 281st 1.J1C 

st~fercd perso~""lel losses in this op~ration cs five fatnlities vere sustained 

plus two drcrd't. destrcyod during 0. rocket atU!.ck. On the 20th the 
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10th Cl.B' s opera.tion continued in C£.tlbodic vi th tho first pll/l.se of opex-­

e.t1on Bir..h T:y III te.ldng place west of Duc l£.p. Th3 lOth Ci.B provided 

r~l of the c.vi.::.tion assets for this o:>c.r"tion vi tIl the It.rgest mr.ioor of 

c.1rcraf't bci:l~ supplied by the 15;th JlHC. Elements of the 23rd .i..RVl~ 

Division were airlifted into the £:rea of cperation. Initial cneEy' ccntect 

\1':'S light j hO\<Tev€;r, the operation was considere::d successf'ul due to th:z. 

nllU.crous weapons, O!Jl'ml.ilition and mediccl caches found. 

Even though no..jor emphc"'.sis WfI,.S placed on the Ccr!lboclic.n opor ... ".tio!ls, 

tho 19211d l~~C sust~ncd Il heavy ODd significant mort2r ~~d rocket attack 

0:1 the 4th. Lppro::~irnntely 100 rou.."'1ds of 60m eM B-40 rockets :L:l:!?!'..cted 

'W'i't.ti.il1 LZ Betty e.t 0155 hours. Tigersh~k guns were l~unched end '·Tere 

credited \1ith 14 cne~ KBJ~IS. 

'The 243rd J.:.SRC continued to provido nediun lift lceistic=.l support 

rrl:ing signific::-.nt contributions during the Cambodi01 o~eratior:.s. Freight 

Tr::-.i:;. pilots exhibited the highest degree of professioncl.isr:, ~d ill 

supplies 2.nci. ~.rtillcry pieces airlifted '\-Tere necessc.r;- for the success 

of these opera.tions. 

Cre\1s of Vcgabond sircrd't saw n:.ny long hours throuE-heut the LlOnth 

ot M:,y. H:-.ny dcys the crews wuld return cl'ter h::ving spent 12 end SOl.'OO­

"ci.Tles nero hl)1.."l"R i...."'1 the air. Operction:.l statistics for the month r.rc (!.s 

follo\1s: ,~,O;!~: ho'ws fl..::wn, 35,723 sorties, 52,376 troops tr~.:;;,sp(\rted 

t:!i"d. }4, 508 tons c·! cCorgo lu'.uled. 

~ :ImJl 

The loth Combat Lviation Battalion co~tinucd to provide support for 

oper~.t.~ons in Cmbodiz.. Ddly support : lso cont.inued to 'WHRID, 5th Specia.l 

Forces Group, 23rd J..RVU DiviSion, DSA III 2 (!.l'ld Te.sk Fc.rcc South. 
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The Pethf'inclc:rs ot the 10th C!.B, using r:lppcling ropes, 'Were inserted 

into sever~ loc::tic'll'ls 20 Lliles southwest ot Fh:.Jl R:::ag to prepr.re LZI s 

tor inserting the 30th RogiLlEmt, WHRID. The Korec.:~s were inserted on the 

C-t.h with evic.tion ;::.ssets ooi1'1g providod by severd cOIJpc.nies troc t..":le 

Bat:t,c,lion. TI.-ro ROK conp;.:r.d.es Doved by toot into the ... .rea ot opor:ltie::l 

",-i.th 0:':.0 cO!!p_"l.!:"J m::eting u:'!<~:;::pect~d hecvy l'esist::.nce. The opel'G.tion \1:~:S 
# , • 

hindered eu,:; tv u:-.j'~vcr.:.ble 'Weather which limited close ground sup-port 

,.n:~ gunsr..ips. 

The 92nd l:JIC sustdned a stand-ott nOl"tcr Iltt::.ck on the 12-~h result-

1:'.g i.,.., negligible de:ucgo to rG.aL.,tencnce e~uipoont. L.;:ter in the mon-ch, 
-

the 92nd l11C \ps t~ked to hnnger two gunships c:.t Bc.o Lec tor c..,., L.,defini te 

period of tiJae. These guns provided s,jx cover for the 19th Bc.:ttclior.., 

35-~h E::.gineer Group El:ld the lU.CV Advisory Te<!Iil at Bao Loc • 

The l55th LBC continued to provide support for u::its in the n~l~c, 

Que.!;g Duc, and Tuyen Duc provL.,ces. Two UH-lH's €..nd two 'UH-1C1s were 

d.a:!:mged when nine I!lortc-x rounds L1ipe.cted in the revetment area e.t Camp 

Coryell in B3l'l Me Tbuot on 9 June 1970. 

On the 20th, the 28lst J:JiC, supported by the l55th J..HC :-.nc.1 the 243rd 

LSHC, participc.ted ~ the second phese of Operntion Binh Tay III. Using 

Bnr. Den Special Forces C:-.rq:> ::I.S e stc.gil'l@ crea, two b:ltt~J.ions frOI!l each 

ot the 44th and 45th Regiments, 23rd .t.RVN Division end tuo tire support 

b:lSes (FSBIS) 'Were insert·ld 12 kilo~ters inside CQbodi.:t. The 28lst 

Intruders provided the :d.r mssion cou:onder (J.MC) and ::Uso supervised the 

recming point plus assisting on POL, PZ control ~d recovery opero.tions. 

Duo to the distance sep~ =-.ting the stagin~ c.;:eo. c.nd the lOth C:.:a, the POL 

cl'.pC'.bilities were severely tcxed; however, the 8-4 ccl.led upon his 



resources end provided the necos&~ry forward POL ~~ ~ecrci~ points. 

~ J.gc.;in CCI.'lbodicn opcrc.tions proved successful ['.8 caches of wec-pons, :::IJI'lluni-. 

tion ~"'ld Eodiccl supplies were cc.ptured. 

ilith tho completion of s~!: months of 1970, the 10-ch CL.B aircrC'.ft 

hc.c1 c~.rri(:d close to 350,000 pcssengers eM ovor 25,000 tons of cargo. 

During the Ilonth of JUl:'O the Bc.ttclion t:::.ircraft nev 11,170 hours ~.nc:. 27,091 

sorti£s er~ c~ind 47,399 passengers and 4045 tons of cargo. 

Aircrdt of the 10th COllbat Aviaticn Batto.lion continued to support 

on c. dilly b<:.sis the Wl:-.ite Horse ROK Ir.fentr'eJ Division, 23rd ARVN Divisio!l, 

Task Force South und Deputy Senior Ldvisor for }n1itcry Region 2. 

The 10th Combat l",vi.:.tion B::.tt..'"'.lion vas t~.sked to insert Tc.sk Force 

.. South; the 44";7,11 RegiIilont, 23rd 1.RVN Division; wd three fire support bases 

• 

into !m uea of operations 25 niles north-northwst of Ph.:.n Thiet on 

O,perntion Hc.ncock Gold. lircrrd't frOIl each cOIl!pf'.!ly in the bo.tte.lion vere 

utilizad with raiDforceo.ellts being provided by the 26St.h C;.B. The opera-

tion scheduled to stc.rt on the 4th cilled for si.r;mJ.t.cneous insertions 

1:1.117.0 four erocs of operation. The Binh Tuy c.nd Binh Tlru.c.n Provinces, 

which covered the c.rea of the operation, 'WC;.s still under the effect of the 

soutlnrest oonsoon, and vcather co~ai tions in the. :.-.ree. forced a. 24 hour 

de1ey u:r.ti1 the 5th. On 5 July, the vec:thcr grc.dually s·tcrted itlproving 

:-nd t.'le operation fin:::::.l1y cO.::D:l~nccd :-.t 1000 hours. Unc.ble to COlllP1ete the 

operation on the 5th .:t.."'ld wi th vecth~r conditions forec3.St to reLl..-d.."'l the 

6E'.!:le cn the 6th, tho !MC, LTC Jack A. Wl'.ll::er, advised the l...i:roobi1a Task 

Force. Come.ndor that it ",ould bo a.dvise.b1e to for.r..1\1l~.tc en f'~ tCl"'1lete plen. 

By 1300 hours on the 6th, en a1tcrn~te p1:::n uas in effect. The J;4th t.RW 

Reg1!:ent :mel l/5Oth Hechcnized Infantry Be.ttruion 'Were to be inserted into 
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the origincl. area of operations with 3/S06th Inf&''''ltr~.'' Battl'.l1on being in-

serted southoe.st of their original area of operation. We~ther oontinued 

to hcuper the operation as low clouds end moderate turbulnnce YerG en­

COUl1.tered duri.."lg the inse~ion of the 3/sq6th. The fL"lcl insC':rticl'l vas 

CCl."P1eted at 3..800 hours cn the 6th, Although the opor:.tion w£.s 48 hours 

behind the scheduled time frace for comp1~tion ~nd the e1e~nt of surprise 

was lost, Vagabond pilcts shoYed tho ability to cope with the ch.:-.nges end 

the weather while porforning the mission without ~ Eishaps. This 

opsr~tion exr~bits ~~e professionalism de~nded by the pilots of the 

10th c/.B. Support of the operation was oontinued for nine days; th~ oper-

atio~ was considered very successful. 

On 9 July, the 9200 lEO received a 107mm rocket ettcck which caused 

d~.ge to the op'Jr2.tions building with neg."'.tive casualties. On the 15th 

the 155th tHO, located at Ban }ole Thuot, expe!iellCed c. sundori' IllO:Lter 

attack with three gm~ships sustaining uoderct€ d~ge. 

In support of the units of the seven southern p:Lov1nees of J.ii1i·~ery 

Region 2, the lOth CLB e.ircr~~t coopiled the following statistics during 

July: 1l,780 hours nown~ 27,689 sorties, 43,929 troops tre.nsportad, 

and 3,383 tons of cargo airlifted. 

I.UGUST 

During the Donth of I .. ugust, l::!Tge scc.1e oper.:-.tions deere~.se~. but the 

lOth C1..B continued to h:'.ve IlCl'ly long deys of flying in support of the 

m:.1 ts of' southern ll11i tory Region n . 

On the 3rd, the lOth CombQ.t AViation Batt,alion ~ugrJ~nted by Vl~/.:r 

tJB-lHl~ end O:a..:4?la frO!!l the S2nd c/.B lifted elements of the 45th Regiment, 

48 



• 

• 

23rd l.RVN Division troIl Buon Eo. Y.:n& into en ~·.rQa a.ppro:::::lnc.tcly SO kilo­

aetcrs east of B,,n Me Thuot. On 17 ": .. u;;ust, the l55th 1J~C suppor~d 'by the 

231st AHC and the Wrd i.sHO, utilizing Buon Ee. Y .. ~ ('.s :l staging area, 

iZlSerted the 45th Reginent, 2;rd ARVN Division into "Hc.ppy Ville"" 

c.ppro:x:.1Da.tely 40 ldloI:!etors scutheast of Ben Me Thuct. 

In eoop.:o.:ny size O:r' ~er operations, the 48th 1 .... '9:0 supported five 

coDbc.t asr:~.ults end t:l ~~e extr •. ctions for elo:t:lcmts of the 28th .::nd 29"i;,h 

RegiD.ellts, WHRID fron ::. tJ:"l.rough 24 1:.ugl.1st. Those operations ,·re!'G conduct­

~d 1.., areas 'West of Tu~" Rca Elld vest of Ninh Boa. 

On 1.3 14Ugust, the 19200 lJlC and 198th Medical D~tachoent ccntucted c. 

:mE.jor air-sea ~ land noveD€nt from LZ Betty to c. new home c.t Phc':i.l Rr:ng 

:':.ir B-=.se. J~s.:. result of officient end detciled plc.:ur:ing, the !loved 'W'2.S 

eado 'With little difficulty a..,CI the 1~2nc1 remdncd operc.tione.l thrc·ughout 

the move. In L'i.I.~cri ting :::. new ho~e, the Polcccts ha.c "Zi':rt.y hours of "W'Crk 

e...'i.c;~.C! of theD cs the hl.::.ildings were 1..'1. <:'. 10\7 st.:lte of rope.ir. Wit,hout <~ 

sigti.ficent chCl':!. ;,1 :.~: :i. ts m-ea of operc.tions, the 192nd J.HC co::.tinucd 

S"x>?}Y.l:::'t for Task i'·o~·c..& South, elements of 2.3rd l.RVIi Division, DSL 11i.2, er.d 

ether ur..i ts 1.."'1 the Phc..n lb.-;.g-Phcn Thiet aree. 

The oper~tions of the other eOlllp.:-me& in tho bcttdion continuec1 to 

be in gcnorcl. support of u:.:.its throutbout Yd1iti'll'""J' Region 2. SU})lXlrt 

requir.;)!lents eecrec.sed in Plei!:.u Provinc3 in cOIJpc.risop with the 1t.l'E,e 

cocwit:.:onts of K:y, J~,o t'.Ild July. V~gc.bo:le tUrcrd't eorIpi1cd tho 

.following opel":.tionol. st&tistics for the month: 9,845 hours fio,m, 

27,753 sort.ios, 44,708 troops cirlifted, e~1 ;522 tons of ccr~o hculed • 
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SEPTEMBEl! 

~: i t.h the winter IJQnsoons ,,-pproaching, ur.i ts supported by the 10th 

Collb.at Aviation Ba:ctalion plcn.""led oper:ltions e.u:ring 8eptenber in efforts 

to taJ:e adv::.n-~C'.f;e of t..i.c good 1ieo.ther before the nonsoons. The lOth Ol:.B 

wes t~sked to support op~rations for the White Horse ROX Infnntry 

Division, 23rd LRVN Di visicn, 22nd i.JrV'E &nger Battclion, end "on Company 

75th Ranger Batte.llon. 

The ~tc Horse ROK lr13r.try Division initiated operetion Do Kee Bi 

18 on 1 Septcr.iber in ~ r..rea. northwest of Tuy Hoe.. Elenc::.ts of the 98th 

Regjt:'ent vere cirlifted by the lOth Con bat Avietion Batt:::1.ion into five 

LZ's utilizing initial simul~ieous gunShip preps and insertions. The 

Bat-;;'cl,1on 8-4 ~.s required to establish 1:. forwr.rd ree.rtl point c.nd "C'W'O POL 

poi:l:ts which :f'u=:.ct.ioned throuE:hout the operation. J...:f'ter cOLlplctiel'l of 

t.:.'1: inserticn, OF_47's dro::;;ped sling lends of fuge.s, sirdlm- to napcJ..rJ, 

fro;;:. 2000 feet above ground level on ener:.~:- cave end tu.."'l."lel conplax€s .. 

Target 1"..1 ts vere tlccure.te even though this 'ioTaS the first tine the lat."! 

CliB h::.d conducted this typa raissi-:n. Ba~tclio:n E-u.'lships were credited 

vi th 1'i ve eneEG" HB,t.' s, ten eneny lrlIA' s, o~-= 6om. llOrtr!!' de stroy:::.d, I:.nd. 

tuo :6-40 rc·ckets de stroyee • The 48th lJiC and 21.3rd J .. 8HC provided resu::;;ply 

for the opera.tion uutil the extr~ction was perfo~Qd on the 24th. 

w.:..F's UH-lBIS ~ugoented the l55th IJiC in inserti:':.€ the 45-ch Reginent, 

23rd JJM! Division on 3 Sep"rotlber. The operation w.::.s hr-;;:pered by bad 

ue~ther \-!Mob rest"J.ted in only three of the proposed nine LZ's being uaed • 

Duo to t.."le 1::~.d weather, the operation w~s not fully co::zpleted u::til 

10 SeP.t.E::-:: ... -· 
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!ntellieence revealed ~ encoy buildup in an c.rea west of Nbc. Tr:-.ng. 

• On 8. '''cpta:wber, the 22nc LBV'i.: Rnnger Bnttc.l1on fron Plei.1ro and nc" COIiIpC.1lY 

75-i::.h ltcne;c: Bnttclion vere inserted into the 001.mteins \!est of !~hn. Treng. 

Tho 2Blst .I_:r; provided the J..ir }1ission Com.-nder for this operc.tion r.nd 

selected T .. ';;:;le, Dung, loc.::tGd 'lest of Nha. Trc.ng, ''':8 -(;he staging: area. 

~\ro~ty-eight conbc.t nss~ults were flovn in support of these troops with 

pr~"1:2&.-y support coninE frOl':l the 2Slst ARC. 

On IS Septeober, the "(;,11i te Horse ROK L"lfc.ntry Division, utiJ izing 

lO'1:,h CLB r s o.ircrc.ft, 'bega..."1 Or,>era.tior.. Done. Bo 18 in ~n coxen west of Dong 

Ba T.nin. The three phased opere.tion begt::l "rith the .3Oth Regino:nt. rein-

forced by eleI:lents of the 29th Regia!'mt. being airlifted by Vcg.t.bo!' .. c1. oir-

cr-Jt. Eleocnts were inserted i.."1to five LZ r s siEul te:neous1y. Phc:.se II 

of the opcrction yCs cODO~nccd on 29 Septe~ber; however, l~ding zone 

pre!l:::.r.:.tion begen prior to this date, Tn,: SpocicJ. Forces <::.nel RECON 

COD"; ... .:rles of the; 30th Ree.iment, assisteC'. ::71~ advised b-, the Pnthfinders of 

the 10th Cf~, cleacd these LZ t s. This p~· •. ~.se of the operation was de-

-. -. 
of opcrC.ticIlS. Ph:lse III, .t.i.~ eA-tractiv;:l, t.;c1: p1ece on 3 October. 

Tho 45th i..RVN kgiucnt 1;;'.s inserted into tha "Happy' Valley" sroa on 

29 Septeo'ber. Supported by the 15Sth ::'..:"'ld su-.gine out of Buon Ea 1:Cllg, the 

Er. Ye."'l£. Troops vere sir1ifted into ten LZ r s. Durir.~. the ir!s~rtion several. 

• e.ircrsft received grounc1 fire; howe',:er, th;;.;re were no i."1juri€!s t.o 

~ ~;-.."'€~ .... ": the e..ircrdt. 

S1 
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::::::'e lOth Ci.B con'::inued to provide support for u:~ ts in tb~ seven 

sout::·rn provi:lces of Hili t..;ry Region 2. VagD.bond ~1rcrc.ft coapllec1 the 

follc':Ting opor.::.tio~ stntistics for Septel:iber: 11,1.39 hours flo1m, 

27,501 sorties, 44,393 troops transported, and 4,299 tor.s of c.:...rgo ~uled. 

OCTOBER 

:aequircmemts for aircrdt necre -.so\1 SOD(·'W'M.t ir:. the :r.lonth of OctobEr. 

One: battc.1ion op~r: ... tion 'W'c.s conG.ucte~ for the ~th R;giDcnt, ·~:HD. Other 

opcr~tions were on comp~~ or platoon size level. 

The; l55th JiliC continued to pro-.,ide avi~.tion l5u:;:>port to the 45th LINt:' 

RegiI:lent in the Ban Y.ae Thuot r.rea. On 9 Octcber the Stc.gecoc.ch-Fclcon 

teCI:l, staging out of Buon Ho, airlifted ~leL1cnts of the 45th RegiLlE:!rt into 

nille LZ's northa.:st of th~ ~ta.ging creo. for a seach <:"''"1';: cle::-r mssion. 

The rlliite Horse ROK Ir£~'"1try Division plcnned cnoth~r o~~r~tio~ in 

the OO~'"1tdns vest of Tuy Iioa. Thg lOth Conbct i .. vi2.tion Batklio:'l i:lserted 

elenents of tho 28th ROK Re@i.mer:t on 14 October in Su?.'ort of o~·aTo.ticn 

Do K.:.e Bi 19. Tha op~rD.tion continu·.d through 24 October ,·rhen th~:; troops 

wers extr~ ... cted by Ve.gc.bond aircrcl't. During the ground operc.tion, daily 

resupply 'W'::s per~0l'D0d by Blue Stu end Freight Trein ?.ircrci't. C':"ptt:red 

we~pons and ~~~tion plus ~ppro~~.tely 50 ~nemy KI1.'s were ovidence cf 

.~other successfUl op~r~tion. 

Tesk Force South, which Teceived th.: D~~jori ty cf its support f::o:o the 

192::lcl .illiC, c1ea.ctiv~teG on 1 October; hc-'W'~v!::r, thf; 192m: conti:lU~d to 

support 1/5Oth l-iech:-.nized Infc.ntry, "C" Coopeny 75th &..ngE;rs, ::nr' ~'t\V!: 

u::i ts in their ::.ree.. of operntion. 

52 

;-

/ 
I 



• 

• 

.. 

.' ~l"I.lobi1c: operc,t1ons lxg?r:. to feo1 th.: effects of the winter Ilonsoon 

in t.' .., l:lttor part of October. CO.:1.stc~ i'cgions cxperi~need e:crly Doming 

1c~,! '., ilillfs \lith occc.sior:.::l c:~~.ri:-;€; c.roUo."iC mid-d~.y. Tbi 'i oc~siOllo.1 

eleCTing i~v~si~b1v proved to be te~~ri~p ~s the wocthcr st~tod datari-

ort"..ti'.f~ ct c.pproxi:w..:..te1:r 1400 hours evary nfternoon. ;~S £!. resu.l t of the 

W~l'\':'h"r l""''''''tr ~·,.cssicns wore e.borted vrd.1c others 'vIere never st.."'.rted e.t all. v~ '" .1___ , .,u. ""'-..1 J.,:.6.,L 

The div~rsified ~vi~tion support char~eteristie of the 10th Co~b~t 

Av~~:t1on Bctt~lion wns further brondoncd when the 183rd Recoml~ss~nce 

":irp1:"""'le CoI!:p. r:y ws trr.!lsferred froll the 223rd C.:.B to the 10th Ci;,B on 

15 October. This trcnsfer Wc.s hcmecomng for the 1B3rd c.s it 'lor 5 a Ile:::lber 

of the 10t.~ C:.B in 1966. The 183rd provided :.ircrd'·l:, for visu£~ 

recon.:."1.3issences (VRI s) for Khcr.th Hce, Phu Y·:n, Bir..h ThUCl, L:.n Dong, 

1!inh ThUC".n, Qu."'..:lg Duc, C •• 1::-":. Tuyen Duc Prcvi::ces plus con.voy cover for CClJ 

Rc.r.:h Bey Support CoI:'l!::.U:Ilc1, artillery obser-vation fo:. IFFY Artillery, and 

Frep:".rotic.:').s were bee1ln for the 1.i1.£lctivc.ticn of the 281st :..1';:C. The 

lOth Co~bct ~vi£ticn Bnt~ilior.. et the end of October ~~ still compcsed 

of seven cOl!lp;m1oSj bowev~'r, the eirr.£bi1~ ca.pc.blliti~s were rec.t!.cec. 'With 

the loss of one r,ssault helicopter comprr.y. During the :month Ve.gabcnd 

('.ircr··.ft ceFlpi1ed the fo11c·wir.€ stc.tistics: 9,9"'9 hours flown, '2.3,474 

sorties, .34,042 troops trr-..."'lsported ::u-;(} 2867 tons of ccrgo (I.ir1iftcd. 

The lJOnth of Novcnoor saw 0. deeror-.se i:1 Q.cti vi ty for the 1Cttb Ccm.be.t 

Avi.:tion Battc.lion Gue to th~ \linter oonsoons. Batt:,~ion ,1ircrcl"t o.gain 

ve:re recuired for missio::ls in P1eiku Province nlong 'od'l;,h th~ ddly mss10ns 

1!j scuthE'!rn )iili tery ReE;ion 2. 
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l.ircrdt f'ron the 48th .t..HC "ere sent to J:..n Son to rer::.:.in eVt!r ni£bt 

(ROU) to support '~,he l29th L . .s~.;.ult E3licopter COIlpic'.ny. The l55th l: .. HC 

provided support to the 42n~ l':iVI'~ Ref.iLll..-~ts in Pl(~iku Province vhich W8.S 

outside their nvI'nil ~.rer'. of operz..ticr.s. Support by other cot..~."'..I'.ies 

to u:..i·ts in their respective creas of op::rfl.tion. Conb::::l-. o.ss::ults ccntinued 

Jvo ~ flcvn, but were only cODpr~y or pl~toon size oper~tions. 

With ~ decrc~se in l2r&e sc~e operations, the st~tistics compiled 

decre.:.sed rc::spectively in cOI:1p;;-:rison to previous months. Bc.tt.:..lio~'l cir-

crci't cOLlpiled the follO'\·n.ng statistics: 9,168 hours flown; 20, oeo sorties; 

,31,110 troops tr~.nspcrtedJ ~.nc. 2,707 tons of ccrgo airlifted. 

DECEMPER 

On 14 Dace-Eber, in c:. cereLi::cny held e.t lOth Cl.B He:-:.dqur.rters, ·the 28lst 

J .. ssc:.ult Helicopter Co~:..nj; was officii"lly inr.ctivc.ted i!'nc1 tclt€n from the 

~.ctiva rolls of the United Ste.tes J:.:rny. Intruders h.:.d served in the 

Republic of ViatneJ:l. for four end s. heJ.f yeas Mel compiled e..:.~ ~p:essive 

lineage of honors end awards. 

With the iEplementetior.. of the Vietr...;:.ml.zation progrt"l&l, the loth Combe.t 

Lvi~tion Battalion wes chos3~ to provide cornb~t flying experience to pilcts 

of the Vietn:-.nese Air Force (V.NI;],) undE'.r the provisiorJs of 'tJ'1\:, I'QProvell('·nt 

:-.Il('! !-Ioderniz~tion ProgrCI:!. The 92nd LEC wd 24.3rd I.SHC \Iere desiEJ'!:".ted to 

trein the V!:i.:F pilots. The Vi~AF pilots c.:rrived on the lOth c.!1d l;th Dece:nber 

C'.t. the 24.3rd nnd 921'ld, respectively. Prol>'''.rl'',tions were Iil.Ilde for living end 

I'lessbg fc.cilH,ios c.s the vrU.:F pilots w€rc to be Pl'rt "'f th~ COL"'T'r':r:y dtlring 

this tr~.in1llg ~oCrioe. With car~ful prior planning E'.:nc1 close lici::;on \lith 

Tl'!r V1e.'tn;;:.r: . .)so .l;.1r Force, the profr~ hc.s been tu"~ ovcnlhGlmir~ succ.ess. 
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!1. md-DeceIilbor, the 155th 1.ssc.ul t Helicopter Cori!p~ny begcll st~'ld.dawz;. 

ope:-·--';ion 1..,,: p:r(tparc.tion for inactivation in ~arl.y 1~71. With i:l~ctivc.tion 

of to.:: c.ss~ult hclicop1.~.r co~. ·.mes, the lOth Comret .Avi~.tion B:-.ttalion's 

;::.vi.:.tion essets :.-rere cJnost cut in half. 

Ls t'. result of gre.'l.ter cOII:IJend eMphc:..sis, better &c:.ucation c..TlC.1 m;:roved 

.:.cc.ic1ents therc;b-.; s~viIl€. lives ~ nd cquipLl61'lt. 1s.t tha and of 1970, the 

10-i;:h Cl.B h3.d cO!lpiled 144 cor.secutivo c1~?s without en o.ircrtJ.'t~ ;1ccici.c3."lt. 

The lOth COLlbct ,AvL.tion Battalion closed the ys~:r: by flying. 8,628 

hours nnd 18,781 sorties plus tr~sporti!:.~ 26,982 troops and 1,402 tons 

of c!U"go. 

The year say Vegebon~ eircrcft £lying throu£hout }1ilit~ Regio~ 2, 

but 1970 'Will c.lurys be rCIlsnbered ~s the year of the Ct'.E.bodia..Tl c~.mpclgn. 

Th~ Vr.gabonds compilee the follc'Wir..g statistics e.uril"'lf 1970: 

HOURS FLal1l~ •••••••••••••••••• .; ••••••••••••••.••••• 133,702 

SORTIES FLOWN ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••...••••.••• 324.603 

!ROOFS CARRIED~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 566,908 

C!:.RGO ~l.1IED (Tm~S) ••••••••••••. ; ................... 44,595 
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BIGm1, Charles 
COOl!CE, Jc.hn M. 
COSMOS, Ch~r2es P. 
FENl.(lT, Dcmni s H. 
GUT"rlURIE, Itd:x:-t 
HAUPT, lance L. 
JC1I1:T SOF, l,ia= lin J. 
n u' - . 

0WEt1, Dean L. 
RlJIDJ.IL, Randy L. 
tJE11Dl G, Frank G. 
WYLIE, Ie:wrence R. 

447-4S-731 , 
499-46-7408 
572-ilO-B556 _ 
134-38-4793 
245-78-6399 
512-4B-9405 
330-3S-7047 
tI n 

534-2S-7971 
572-76-tn69 
457-7r-95£:1:1 
157-35-2857 

16 Jun 70 . 
6 Feb 70 
6 Feb 70 
6 Feb 70 

16 Jun 70 
16 Jun 70 
20 Apr 70 
n " 
29 Jan 70 
12 Jan 7('1 
6 Feb 70 

16 Jun 70 

Bronze ~ for Service end flchievenent 116 
Ar.cy Connendntion Medal for Valor 1 
krr:ry Comlondation l·Jedal for Service and Achicvenent 179 
Purple Hsa.rt 5 
Mr Medal for Valor 42. 
!..ir Medal 823 

B.t:.UJi.Ji, Jay G. 
C(,Lr.nJS, l-ficmel R. 
CC(lK J Leon W. 
RC"OOSfF, 1.1100 B. 
MIl!GUS, leslie C. 
lrnlSrME, :Henry F. 

571-44-2379 
042.-3$-1932 
492-43-226G 
537-32-4315 
420-60-9423 
26C'-62-5029 

S Dec 7('. 
20 Jun 7(1 
13 l' .. ug 70 

2 May 70 
7 }of..cy 70 
2 llCV 70 

Bronze star for Service and J1chievenent 26 
Arr:r.! Comendat.ion Medal for Service end ";,ChieveIJent 116 
Purple HeD-rl 3 
Air Medal for Valor 4 
Air Medal 163 

BnEIY.!'Ri CEn, Howard G. 
IEILY, )I.:icbe.el B. 
L1lKl.tASZE"!SKI, Thonas R. 
MGGS, JDl'les C. 
'Ir.'ILLIAl{S, Jerry )f. 
'\lrnIGET, Jom P. 

461-62-5-7GG 
555-74-546c 
('75-34-5170 
243-53-2053 
455-72-0877 
523-62 -7("33 

18 Jun 70 
13 Jun 7('1 
10 Jun 70 
1 1 J.fay 7r:t 
21 May 7" 
12 Aug 7(' 

Bro:12iO star for Servico end l.chievenent r-5 
!:.:r::;:s C~IJ.luendation l-fedal for Sonice EUld flchiovenent 126 
r-.u-::::J.t3 Hoa..-t 1 (" 

SP4 
'W01 
'JCI'1 
'W01 
sr4 
SP4 
'!-I("J 

" n 

BS"V­
DP'C 
DFC 
DFC 
BS"V" 
BS"V" 
DFC 
SS 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 

CPr DFC 
CM' DFC 
CPr " DFC 
CM.' DFC 
CPT DFC 
CPT DFC 

CrT DFC 
SF'5 DFC 
BP5 nrc 
eM" DFC 
we1 ))Fe 
WC"1 DFC 
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"In n~ryls eye I ea.n see then now. - tOming gr:lru.y tor the attack, 

blue lipped, ooverod with sludge end !:IUd, o~lled by the vind and rain of 

the tomo1e, driving bono to their objective, ~d to the judgc.ent seat of 

God. I do not know the dignity of t.hoir birth, but I do know the glory 

ot t!'lcir de~·bh. n Thes~ 'WOrds by GEt1l::"'Wu. OF TFE .mMY DOOOLtl.S ~CARTHUl1, 

spokon on 1': July 1935, ring tz:.te today. Three decades later, and in an­

other strange part of the 'WOrld, .tlnericans ~sver the ?all. The nethods 

ot warfare have changed, but the sacrifices, hardships, and the many taces 

It is 'With ~lity that we honor our fallen o~des. In.our 

future ~ndeavors, let us be ever ~dfu1 ot these nen, and the principles 

for which they gave their all. 

!.i»m UtIIT - SERVICE In}~En D.~ .. TE OF ..'lCTIOr 

\lO1 Tarry T. 0111oi11:'! 281 006-56-7458 6 February 1970 

SOT /J.en H. Johnson 281 069-38-2751 6 Fcbl."U!ll'y 1970 

BP4 Fra:nk M. Keiser 281 475-56-0714 6 Februtil"y' 1970 

W01 Thor.!as Guenther 281 1.GJ~-40-3221 14 February 1970 

'W01 Eldon R. Payne 281 1.46-36-2663 14 February 10/70 

SSG Bobbie H. Brovcr 281 416-56-7258 14 February 1970 

BP5 Michael A. Hughey 281 267-84-7265 14 Fobruary 1970 

'W01 Paul E. Do1ik 155 318-44-4339 23 February 1970 

W01 Joseph F. Erickson 155 384-50-1178 23 February 1970 
, 

SP5 Dnvid P.acht1gaJLl 155 505-58-8390 23 February 1970 

SF 4 Ce.l vin Scria.."l 155 576-52-6986 23 Feh1"U3.l'Y 1970 

CFT n10hard S. Pcvio 281 460-66-7988 27 Feb1'Ulll7 1970 



....... -.. "'J!'~, -."!'"'. _rw-~"K.~ \ . 
. '-~t..:,~,.~~-~";~--x: -. . 

P .. '\rZ lFIT §PVICE ITUUBEn D!n OF ACTIt1' -
"'01 Ie.rry D. klitch LP: 376-46-0147 1 March 1970 

(" 

1LT J&cob L. Kinser 155 454-64-7939 8 March 1970 
., 

'W01 Dcvid K. Ercnstort 155 064-38-7279 8 March 1970 

BP5 "'ama!!} li. TIogne 155 530-34-9325 8 :March 1970 

SP4"~ Go- ., .... t .. .:1 \ .. .;,. .... 155 562-82-4068 S March 1970 

W01 ·,.':'llia::-· J. Y.d. tton 92 264-84-6315 5 April 1970 

wen J.fo.rlin J. Johnson 155 330-38-7047 20 I .. pril 1970 

V01 Darek Richardsvn 155 408-76-2507 20 !.pril 1970 

CWO Robert 1-1. Gardner 281 219-48-3080 27 Ir.pril 1970 

W01 Stanley J. Miller 281 1 52-40-1127 27 April 1?"10 

SP5 George 'It'. Ton 281 464-28-3183 27 April 1970 

SP5 Joseph W. CUnninghm:l, Jr. 281 556-78-9422 11 14ay 1970 
.~ 

BP5 Scott E. SUtherland 281 535-48-7153 11 J.!ay 1970 

SP5 Denial J. V'!!.ughon 281 266-80-8973 11 Yay 1970 

BP4 Danr.y J. Taulbee 281 297-48-9112 11 JJ,ay 1 970 

SP4 Pa.ul lI. Kreigal 92 "07-46-3979 13 l'.ay 1970 

1 LT Ned n. 3eintz 281 2.00-44-3609 16 May 19'70 

BP5 Paul B. te.."lbertson 281 572-76-1242 20 :t-'.ay 1970 

f?4 !.rthur G. Qualis 231 415-80-1004 20 Hay 10/70 

I'FC Tho::!as Kelso 192 405·~ 74-9623 20 l-!ay 1 97C 

~J01 Thoms s. riOgers 48 136-36-5835 14 July 1970 
.-

',,~·1 Shaw G. Cannon . 92 064-3{t.1556 9 August 1970 

1 l·T !!.o.rr.y C. lm.Jml In 4B 403-68-7931 31 August 19'70 
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~.-ng the p.:st ye.::.r the 10th Combi.lt :\vi?tion D.::.ttalion con-

tinued to support the erounc units throuehout llilit~ry Region II. 

A1tho~'1 several times throu.:;hout the ye:.r elements of the 10th 

D~ttulion were utilized in the northern pro,~ces, somet~es for e;:-

tended peri0c2s, the,rlmary are'! of oper2.tion flSS the ocven southern 

j;)rovL.~ces. These f:even ?roYinces comprise 23: ~ of the 1·;.11~ m:.:.ss of 

the Jlepublic of Vietn3Jll a"1\~ \ft1.S the largest liO for :my aviJ.tion D.?t-

t~Jj on. 

1'1hi1e sUNortin::; the folloldng units; :-!l1.ite Horse IrlK Infa."1tr-! 

Division (~m..lID) , 23rcl Infil."1try Division Ui..."11Jl:). C.:un Ranh bay Su;-­

port Co;mn.:..nd (CTIDSC), Ci,ri1 end TIural Development (CORDS), '\rtilleX"'J 

:"'''1(. S.1"!3ineer l.U-U ts ~ end the 17th Combat .hriation Grou:? f the 10th 

Batt:Jion flew 09,377 houro ~. carriec 17,637 tons of c~rgo ~,u 

275,792 p2Ssengers. 

The pr...mary ,ission of c. combat .::.vistion battalion is to sup-

port the L"1Sertion, eA~raction ~"1d resupply of combat units in the 

fie1("... }Thile s'U.p;>orting the WImID ..:nd 23rG !~RV.N Division the ).Oth 

Datt·,Jion conc"..ucted twenty-tl'10 (2~) Regiment size, one (1) division 

Size, ':::""1U twenty three (-::~3) battilion size combt:t .. '..ss::mlts. 

During the year the !Oth D~tt.i1ion e:':!,eriencee: severJ.1 orgc:.n-

i:::ational. changes begin."'linr; in th the L:.Oth .:':.He being re:::.ssic;ned in 

Jcn1U.ry, follo\iec. by the acquisition of ::.\:1 Tree:;:> 7/17t> .. ACS f :0, "C, 

and D COID?.lllies :::Z7th in 1ete Harch. to the re.:.:.ssiOlWent of D/::27th 

1.&"1 July, the sti.:nc-eown of t!1e ::':.43rd ASHC 3nC D/"J.';7th in .\U3ust, th~1 

.", .. -.. -' 
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re.:.o.ssignment of the toth ~\HC (fo:nnerly C;::~~7th) .l.11c! A/7/17th ,:' .. 1C. 

fi."'l.J.lly the stc.n1-<~O\·m. of the l~h Cocb.:t :lVi::.~tion Datt.;l.lion He·1G.-

C!uarters. Despite these ,otenticllly disruptive cha.t''''lges the D.::.ttJ.lion 

. J::~s continued to function cohesively c.ncl at :~eQ.k efficienc~! :L, the 

performance of its ~ssigned ·mission. 

Over the last five ye·:::..rs the 10th Comb.:::.t .h"iz.tiol1 D..1tt·.3.lio:1 ho.s 

':!rovidec. the finest aviJ.tion suP~rt !)ossible o..t,c. has earned the 
.. .. .&: ... 

reDutation of being one of the best avi~tion b~ttslions in Vietnam. 

:1.t the close of t!le ye;;..r 1971 the 10th D..1tt.:-..lion's role in 

Viet.."'l~ was finished D.ml wi thin a few clays i·r.Ul be redeployed to 

. COi:lJS \lhere they _rill undoubtedly continue to ?roi::ide the best 

'os sible av~ation support. 
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1 Janu.::;.~r 1971 - 13 :i.pril 1971 

lS April 1S'7! - 11 riuy 1971 

• 1:2 J.13y 1971 - 31 December 1971 

MISSION .....-.--.............. 

The Il".ission of the 10th Comb~t Aviation Batti.llion is to proYicle c.v"iution 

sup;ort ~s clircctec. by the iJomma.."'lder, 17th Combat ::. vie.tion Grou;.) L"1 

SUDport of ~irmobile o,erctions designed to search out ~~d destroy the 

il1eurgent enemy ~u1d to e::;:tcnd Government of Vietnam (GlJN) control of the 

popul:2tion; to provide genersl sUP?ort s: .... iation as directed by Com.'Il<md-

ing Officer, 17th Comb~t ~v"intion Gro~ to Second Uegional ~ssist~ce 

Grot.?: .{S&'iG), ne,\!ty Senior Ad,"isor (DS::;') }-(.ll1tary :;:region II, l1hite 

Horse IDrc Inf:.ntry Di\rJ.sion (HILlI!), 23rcl :~RVN Infz.:ntr'J Division; znd 

to ;>rov"icle commald. :l.T}r: control of ,~3signcc1 :mel. ~ttached u.'li ts as clirected 

by Com~:in3 Officer, 17th Cor.1.bc.t ..lvi<=.tion Group • 
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UNIT OOMMANDERS 

HE~ .. \R'1'mS AND ~ARTERS OOJ.IPANI 

c.\PTAIN Ill .. VID J. REDDEL 

ClU>T.AIN CHARI.:ES E. M.\BlCfIAM 

~\PT..\IN BOBBIE D. MAY 

C.\PTAm JOSEPH.P. DAUGHERTY 

1 J anu.ary' 1971 - 25 January 1971 

25 January 1971 - 25 April 1971 

25 April 1971 - 24 September 1971 

24 September 1971 - 31 December 1971 

40TH }.SS:~ULT HELICOPTER COMPANY 

)U~JOR WILLIS R. tmiTD1G 1 January 1971 - :3 1 January 1971 

.som A5S.I\ULT HELIOOPTER COMPANY 

25 March 1971 - 10 MJY 1971 

lol.~JO:?' nUOOLt"11 OS'roVICH In 10 May 1971 - 14 Nov:ember 1971 

M1J0l1 Drl.-'lID E. HILL 14 november 1971 - 1 December 1971 

921ID ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY 

thJOR OODNEY D. LESTER 

W.JOR RUOOLPH E. lU300TT 

1 J a.."lu:1ry 1971 - 15 March 1971 

15 M~rch 1971 - 28 August 1971 

28 August. 1971 - 31 December 1971 

1 J anu:.lry 1971 - 11 J .muary 1971 

11 January 1971 - 1 July 1971 

1 July 1971 - 2 August 1971 

2 ~\ugust 1971 - 1 December 1971 

19='lJJ 1SS.~ULT HELlCOPTEa COl-APANY 
. 

R\JOR J~\I-$S L. HIGGIlmo'l!i:~l-! 

13 

1 J..!..."lu·:,ry '.971 - 18 Janusry 1971 

H1 J:mu.::.ry 1971 - ;0 July 1971 

30 July 1971 - 1 December 1971 
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ORGOOZ,.\ TION CHAl'':T 
--.. .... --.................... ----......... 

!mll'. 
HQ, '10TH c.m 

HHC, 10'llI CAD 

13O'IH l·ffi':I) DEl' O/A 

339TH :iVN DET (DIV) 

430TH MED DET 

103RD :::mcom~,[u:ss:ilWE .ur..FLi':J..TE 
cm~.;~ 

198'lH I-fED DET 

IDCATION 

Dong Ba Thin, ;.1VN 

Dong Ba Thirl, RVN 

Dong 13a Thin, RVl'I 

Dong Da Thin, RVH 

Ninh Hoa, IlVl~ 

llin."1 Hoa, R,'fJN 

Dong B a Tbi..."l, RVN 

Dong Be Thin, RVN 

243RD .\SS\ULT SUPFORT HELICOPTER Dong:Sa. Thin, IT'JIi 
C01AP .. 1.NY 

.l TJ);:';; 'lZ: ~U.\D1Dl~ 
17T!-! C_·.V..':.L.'1Y 

Dong D..! Thin, RVN 

Phan Rang, WIN 

e!Q 

96377 

96377 

9·S371 

96377 

9 '.," .. .;)..;"::" .'. 
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CAPTAIN DAVID J. REDDEL 

Ct\PT.UN ClLuu..ES E. M.\RIH.AM 

C\PT.UN BOBBIE D. M.4.Y 

CAPTAIN JOSEPH ,P. D.4.UGHERTI 

,. 
.of ~!;.1_"" ),"'",. : .. -:-~-

1 January 1971 - 25 January 1971 

25 January 1971 - 25 AprU 1971 

25 April 1971 - 24 September 1971 

24 September 1971 - 31 December 1971 

43m }.Sst~ULT HELICOPTER. COMPANY 

}.1t~OR WILLIS R. l)tJNTIUG 1 January 1971 - 31 January 1971 

60m A5S.ilULT HELIOOPT.E'R OOMPANI' 

MAJOa CI-MIUES BARNES 25 M~rch 1971 - 10 M~y 1971 

l-HJOJ. nUOOLtli OS'roVICH III 10 M£y 1971 - 14 Nov:ember 1971 

M:\Jon D.ri.VID E. HIll. 14 November 1971 - 1 December 1971 

921.ffi ASSAULT HELICOPTER COl+IP ANY 

tEJOn OO!Jl.t'E'! D. LESTER. 

!·iiJOR RUOOLPH E. Imron 

1 Jal'lU.3.ry' 1971 - 15 March 1971 

15 March 1971 - 28 August 1971 

28 August 1971 - )1 December 1971 

18)l1D ~NNAISSt\NCE AIRPL\NE COMP.lliY 

.. 
M1JOR J.U~ L. HIGGIHDOTI!:.M 

J-L~JC~ mm·! S. DIErurn~G 

13 

1 J anu:~ry' 1971 - 11 January 1971 

11 January 1971 - 1 July 1971 

1 July 1971 - 2 August 1971 

2 August 1971 - 1 December 1971 

1 J.!.l'lU~:ry '.971 - 18 Janusry 1971 

10 J=mUL'!ry 1971 - ;0 July 1971 

;0 July 1971 - 1 December 1971 
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DA'l'T.u..tON OPEJlATIOl! 1971 

Du.-1.ng 1971, the lOt}: Combolt .\viation Battalion provided continuo~ 

aviation st."Pporl to the Amy of the Republic ot Vietn!lm cmd tho Free 

World Allied Forces in Military Region II.. This SU'l1ll1ary of the major 

activities dur.L~ the year is, of necessity, a condensed presentation. 

\ihile providi.~ aircraft for ~ missions which GO not constitute a 

signific~~ activity, these missions were ~1 integral part of the 10th 

Combat A'It'"ia.tion Battalion's support in M:a II. 

JANUARY 

:r.lajor avi~tion support for January was provided to the \,lhite Horse 

HOI{ Infantry Di\"ision: 23rcl ARVN Division, CORDS, and Cam Ra.nh Day 

Support Cornmmcl. 

The 40th lss~ult Helicopter Company pro'lt'"ided the majority of the 

support to the l'JHRlD until 30 Janue.xy \-lhen they ~fere reassigned to the 

223rd Combst Avi.5.tion Bo.ttalion at Dong Ha. The 92nd ABC continued to 

train VN.\Flvictors u."1Cler the I&M Program.. On 11 J anua.ry 'Y.971 H:ljor 

Ricr..a.rd N. Knutson :.ssumed cOIr..m:.nd ot the J.63:rd r?econnaissliti.ce Air­

plme Company. In addition, the lS3)X~ lo:fess Elil ""as chosen as the 

. 1st Aviation Drigac!e :lDest Mess Hill:t '.:.,;."1C is in contention tor USARV 

:'Best Mess:'. (b lSJ 2llU~Ij'" 1971 f Major Arthur it. Griff!.."'l assumed 

cOll1nand of the 19~nd .iss ~ul t Helico;>ter CO!illn:il1Y replacin:; MJ.jor J JJDes 

1.. Hil,k,--inbotham liho bec3.ll1e the 10th ClS 53. The 155th .\ssault Helicop­

ter Comp..l..'V n Etageco~ch;; completed. deacti v~"'.:.ion on 30 J amury 1971 

thus elimirultil'lS "",viatior.. sup,ort for the Ban 14e Thout e.rea. One 

other unit, the 243rcl .Ass"tult S'llpport Helieo,ter Company cont:L'1uea to 

train VN.:i.F pilots undor the IC:M Proer.:un • 

1:1; 
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During February 1971, the 10th CAB co:ltL"lued to support units 

witl"'J..."l the seven sOt..-rthern provi..,ces of MR II. O:le mnjor operation 

was conducted by the 1;1HRID. On 23 February the' 23th and 29th Regi-

ments, totaling 3,000+ troops, were inserted west of Tuy Hoa. Trsin-

ing u.,der the I&:M Program continued in the 9200 ARC '.nth no sit,~fi-

cant problems encolu1tered. The 183re:. RAC continueCl. to provide vis­

ual reconnaissance and convoy cO"'~C'2) for the southern half of MR II. 

1:1 order to proYide better .Jvintion support :L."l B::::.., Me Th.ut, Co pack-

t.ge of si..-v:: (6) UH-lH a."ld tl;10 (2) UH-:u~ aircraft from the 192nd ARC 

uere sent to CalIQ Coryell at Dan }'ie Thout. The 21~3rd ASHC conti..&"1-

ued to provide me(1.iurn lift support throu:hout the southern nalf of 

MR II. In addition the company successfully completed VNAF trai.'1ing 

under the I&r'l Progr.;m 011 10 Feb ru.... ry' • In eQrly February A Troop was 

atta.ched to the 10th CAD. ~:,. Troop moved to Phm Rang .Air Bi:.se t:..'1d 

\'d.thin a fe".'1 days were oper~tioncl.. Their pri..'dar-.r m.ission '.4:..tS tel " 

conduct air C.iv"'ry scout support for the 23rc' ARVn Dhrisioi."l. 

During the month the 10th Comb~t A\ri~tion Battalion ~d its 

3.ssig:led u."'lits conti..'"'lued to 5u,:;?ort, t!1e various units throughout the 

seven southern pro\"5 ... '"'lces of 1m II. 1'be:::'e w·;.s one (1) m..ijor o;eration 

this month. On 24 }.-j'.I.rc!1 the 30th ReGiment of t1:'>..e '!:lHl'UD .. 4.9.S i:nserted 

into an area nortrn:est of !ill.? Tr~\:'l:;, 2\"::. Duri."l~ the insertion one 

(1) aircraft receiveG co~~~t d~maJc ~th ncgative i..,juries. On 15 

J.k!'C~t }1::'jor nudolpn E. ~lbbett ~sst::r.lec. command re!ll:3.ci.."1g l·!e.jor 
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Rodney Lester or the 92nd lLllau]:t Helicopter C~. In addition 

the VNJ..F aviators tra.ining with the 9~ AHC under the U:M Proer-wn 

successfully completed their traininZ program ~ver3ging 230 hours 

per aviator. The lS3rd RAC continued to provide visual reconnaissance 

for MR II and on two occaisions one of their ~raft received heavy 

enemy fire. During March the 192nd Assault Helico;>ter Company con-
~ 

ti.."'1ued to proyide ge,.'1eral support £,(lr MR II. On 9 l~rch two gUl1,ships 

were employed in a se~rch for a missinZ Air Force F-1OO fighter bomb­

er. Unfortunately the results \-lere negative. On two (2) occaisions 

the Tiger Sb..1.rk gunships were used to cover a Dustoff mission. On 

one of these missions r 16 March, one !.ndl.v.:i.doa1 received a wound in 

the arm, and on the other, 23 March: one aircraft Wi.iS destrOyed S"lc'~ 

all four crel'1Il1embers were injured tlhen the aircraft crashed into the 

side of a mountai..'1 due to IMC. In addition to providing aircraft 

for the 30th Regiment insertion on 24 March, the 19?nd AHC also 

~rovided six (6) UH-lH and. four (4) UH-1C airerz-ft on 30 loiareh for 

l:lIl il"lsertion of 410 troops of the 29th OO!C Regir.'lent. The 243rd 

Ass~ult Helic~ter Comp~"'1y continued its normal mission throughout 

MR II. ::A" Troop 7/17th C~V enjoyed;:;;. very productive month wh:Ue 

in support of tho 23rd ~'..W.J1:! Di\"ision. During the month they were 

credited with three (3) enewf Kr::i.' Sf seventeen (17) struet'lreS de-

stro-JC\.l and seventy-fiye (75) bun!~ers clestro-,led. On 25 March 1971 

three units, D, C, :mc1 D Companies of the 227th 1viation Dsttalion 

1st Cavalry Division ::.imobilc ,o!ere ::u:si.7lec. to the 10th Combat 

~viation Esttalion. 

l:.6 
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APRIL 

April broueht sever9.l eha."'lges to the missions nOl.m by the 10th 

Combat Aviation Battilion. In addition to the normal units sU!':::>orted 

by the 10th aiI:, WHRID, ~3rd AR'IN Di v f ClIDSC f ..d.rerc.ft l'lere sent to 

the ~ui Nhon are.l almost on a daily basis to help support the Capitol 

i()I{ I1"..f.mtry Div"ision. There were two major operations this month 

when aircraft from the 10th CAD e::tracted the 30th IDK Regi.'llent and 

on 25 April inserted the 2Gth Regiment into an iiO west of Tuy Ho:.;., 

Irm. 

The 9~nd ARC, '.9?nd :J1C, 183rd R.~C and 243rd ASIC ill continued 

their norrncl missions. After bein3 eiven t~'lle to eet set UP: the 

units from the 1st ~ir C~valry Division began to operate under the 

10th Comb.:.:.t ~h"i.:.tion j3,:ttalion. C Company 227th ",as giYen the mis­

sion of pro'\"idL"'lg support to the l"frdte Borse !OK Inf.:.ntry Division • 

D Company .md D CO.lTIp&.n;!' '!tlere tasked for aircraft to be lac:i.3ered .lt 

Plei..lru for the i..'1cre.:;.sed enemy activity ill th.;!t ere.?. These .. ircraft 

tIere placed under the operctionll control of the 52nd COl!lb~t -h"ii!tion 

Dattalion. ;: Aft Troop 7/17 Cav uas also tasked to send aircraft to 

Pleilru. under operatior..u control of the 5;?,nd CAD. :. All Troo:;,> sup­

portee! both the 22ndl.l'lC:. 23r.: :~:;rr.~ Divisions ant! \'lerc credited '.;lith 

fifty-five (55) enerl1"J Icr:b' 5 c.uri~'1B the month. 

M.~y 

During the month of ~b~p ~here was only one (J.) signific:mt 0p­

eration. ElementE of the 10th Comb~t ~vi~tion Duttalion e~~r~cted 

the ~th OOK Regiment l'lhich had been inserted the previous month. 
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There were t.hree b)-.dm1nistrat1ve clunges during the month. Major 

Rudolph Osto~ch III took command of C Comp~r 7~7th on 10 May 1971 

replacing l~jor Charles ~~rnes. Major Frank T. Peterlin assumed com­

mand of the 243m Assault Support Helicopter COlnpmy on 18 M~y re­

pl:.cing ~1ajor Eulus E. Evans. On 12 May 197J. LTC James O. Hegdabl 

assumed cOl"'lmland of the 10th Combat :~viation Battalion replacine Major 

George A. Hooker tlho had been cornmandi..'1.g the batt.uion since ltite 

March when LTC J.:.ck Will{er "las callee. home on emergency leave. Dur-

ing the month the 92nd ~55Cult Helicopter Company was also t~sked to 

provide ;) l~..:ger pscki.;ge at Pleiku under operationcl control of the 

52nd Cornb;.t :iviation ~att31ion. The 92nd .llie started trai."'ling .:";. new 
. 

group of seven (7) VNAF avistors under the !)rovisions of the Im,rovc-

ment .l.t."1d Moclerniz.ltion Pr03ram on 10 May 1971. At the end of t-by 

these ~ti.F 3.vi:.itors h.:.:.d .:m ilversge of 56.1 hours. 111 ~d.clition to 

providi.'1g the norm.::.l visual recoI'l1'l:iissance support ler the soutllE:rn 

h~f of MR II, the 183rd r..econnaissance Airplme CO/i1?.::.ny ,,:,s':::.li::A "l 

gence. The 192nd Ass~.u1t Helicopter Comp.:.; .. ny continued to provide a 

laager pack<J.ge .It Ban He Thout 1.."1. 51.Li:-'POrt of the 23re :~R'VlJ DiYision. 

The 19:?nc~ .JiC also becen trainin;::: se'·en (7) VlV.F aviators 'U."1der the 

I&H Pro.?r.:.:m on 10 Nay 71. Troop ·I. t 7/17th Air C..:.valry Sr:\:..:c'lron con-

tinue~ to su:?:,ort the ': ':Inc: .:L'1.~ ::3r·;;: -.~V1J Di,,"'l.sions ill t~1.3 PleD:u 

ere;;:. .\150 D Corn;'!'.ll";T :me: D COt:J.!ldn~{ "'~7th continued to ls.ager :.i.rcraft 
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The 10th Comb.ilt .h"i.:tion Datt.llion continued to su:,:>port the grou.'lCl 

forces of the seven southern pr~~'lccz of 1-8 II .me. visual. reconn~issa"'''lce 

of P'hu Yen Pro,,"i.'lce. V.::.g;;.bonc1 ::ircraft provided S'l'9port to the White 

Horse 1l)K Inf.:mtry Di,,"isicn, 23re. .1trlH Inf::mtry Division, DS:\ MR II, 

Cam R.a.."'lh lJ.'J.y Support Co.mm.:md, Sn..~G Artillery: .mel 17th CAG. On 11 Ju..'"le, 
,.' . 

lhjor John :letterer toolt comm.:.o.:lC. of D C0n1?<my ::::->7tt: repl:acing MSjor 

C COmp:':'!lY '27th ... ·lere the pri."n.~~ry aseets . used in the insertion of the 29th 
, 

Re~irnentt i~.ite Eorse ;(lK Inf-:ntry Div.ision into the mountainous area 

;!,pro.xirnately '?() kilometers 1;1est of Nin."l Hoe.. On 23 June t the 9?nd 

Ass&ult Helico"::)ter CO!1T');Sl.."1-J•r ~·!J.S relieved of its missiol"l in the Pleilru 
~ -

192n<~. ;\ssf.ult Helico',"lter Cor.~)..:.."'lY. Their ;>rimary mission \;2.S to conti..,ue 

support for the 23rc1 :1.11VH I;).i':.ntr'"j Division. The 9~;nc~ :'~EC .l.."'lc. 19~::nd 

.\.'l1C cont.; nuecl to trai..'"l VlV.F :.v'i .. tors lli'ldcr the I~vj Proa;ram. D Com?2.l1Y 

J.Ild D C0m:?s.ny were also rclc"sec~ from their mission ·~t PleiJru 3.."'ld re-

turned to Dong DJ. Thin while ;;1:: Troop conti ... lueG. to support u."'lits in ;;. 

the Pleilru 3.reil. UpOtl their relesse from the Rm 14e Thout mission the 

19200 Assault Helicopter CO!;'Jl'.l..'1Y' bec.;.r,v.; tlte primilry support for the 

Civil Operc.tiollS ~d nur"'.l Developwent S~:::,ort (COBDS) ProaraJ:l o:)er::.tec1 

by M.':'C'1,,_ C Company continued to SU?port the i.-lhite Horse IDX I~ lntI"'.! 

Division .me the '243rc1 Ass:ult Support He1ico~tcr COMp.:-.ny continuee. to 

!'rovide mec':ium lift sup!"Ort for southern !om II • 
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This month Va,tsbond aircraft continued to support ,'anous units or 

southern MR II. In addition there were tylO major ch:mgcs within the 

batt.llion. On 5 July the 243rd Assault Support HelicO?ter COr.lpany be­

gan stand-down for redeployment to CONUS. This eliminatecl. the 10th Com-

bat it.vi~tion Battalion cap;::.bility to provide medium lift support. The 

10th CAD lost one other unit uhen on 17 July B Comp.my 22'lth -rras reas. 

signed to the 26Sth Combat Aviation D~tts.lion and lJoved to Tuy Roa, RW. 

On 30 July Hajor Irwin S. Dierking assumed COfillDanG. of the 192nd Assault 

Helicopter COIil?';"""lY from ~_epr,rting Major Arthur R. Griffin. There were 

three major operations duJtn~ the month beginning with the extractic& 
I 

of the 29th IDK Regiment from :n 'ire s 30 kilometers tlest SOL.-t!llvest of 

llinh Hoa. On 12 and 13 July C COtnp:ln1 ?27th md the 1W'nd AHC \-lere the 

primary c.ssets used to i..'1Sert the 30th ROK Regiment into LZ' s 40 ldlom­

eters west of Dong Ds. Thin. Then sgain the s..lIl'Ie :.:.ssets w'erc used. on ;.5 

July to extract the 30th Resiment from the Slme :lre:.. The rem:.i.."1~er of 

the 10th CAD ~es continued "."1th their nol'm:'.l missions liith the excel'­

tion of tt An Troop 7/17th C;\V. On 6 July they beg;m prepa.rstions to 

move from Pleilru, where they h3d been operating for 95 days, bac!~ to 

AUGUST 

The month or August brought sever=1 changes to the 10th Comb~t 

.\vistion Datt3.lion. On 2 August YJ.3jor Ji.'llIIT'f u. Stineb::.ugh assumec~ com-

ID3.J'ld or the 183rd Reconnaiss;J.tlce .\irplane Compa.ny repl.lcing CPT Douglas 

J. Dell, who had commanded the com,::>any since 1 July 1971. J.bjor Ronald 
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A. Coleman lett tws position cilS the. 10th c:m 53 on 28 August to as­

sume command .r the 92nd Assault Relicopter Company from ~jor 

Rudolph E'(' Abbott. On 31 August 1971 C Compcmy 227th was redesig­

nated the 60th Avi~tion Company (Ass3ult Helicopter). There were 

two major operations this month which ultima'\ely lrlere the l.:1st reg-

imental size operations to be supported by the 10th Combat Avi&tion 

Datta.lion. on 10 .ilugust the 28th FOK Regiment was inserted into 

the mountains north\vest of Tuy Hoa 3lld on '.4 .iugust they \'lere ex-

tracted from the same ::..rc3.. On 8 August the 243rcl .\ssault Su,;?port 

Helicopter Company completed stand-down procedures and was rede?loy-

ed to Ft. Lewis, Washington. M:1jor Fr3.nk T. Pete rlin , the cormn.:.ndi.ng 

officer of the 243m, was reassigned to the 10th Cl\.D Headc;.mrters 

",5 Dattalion Executive Officer. On 10 .\ugust D Com,.:..ny 227th begun 

st.:mcl-down proceeCin;s .:mel. completed on 29 !\ugust. This eliminc.t-

ed the Aerie.l lieapons CO!iIpany and reducecl the 10th Combat .. \vi<:.tion 

Dat~ion to five (5) o?er3.tional companies plus Headquarters Com­

pa..."ly. Doth the 92nd and the 192nG Assault Helicopter Companies com­

pleted trai."li.ng the Vn:~F .'Lviators under the Improvement and Modern-

iZ3t~on Program cver3.gi-~g 225 hours per a\riator. Other than this 

the 92nd and 192nd .1.HC' 5 continued their nonna.1 mission along "nth 

the rem~der of the b~ttalion. 

The month of September brought .i. marked increase in the num-

ber or comb!lt assaults supported by the 10th Combc.t Aviation Dat-

tal1on. Although there were no regiment~l size oper~tions, there 
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were 13 batt3l.1on size insertions .me ertr .. ~ctions. The primclry 

units stQport.ed belonso(~ to the White Horse OOK Int·.:ntry Division 

however there were tl'lO combat ;'!SS~ults, ~ September and 11 September, 

conC.uctecl for the 23rd ~·~.i1.VN Division. DeGinning on 10 September 

the 60th, 92ncl and 19:2n~ Ass.::.ult Helicopter COril!'a."'lies insert.ed si:r. 

c-:i.fferent battalions .:.nc. e:i:tro.cted five of these b;).tt·.ilions, the 

l.::!.st 0!1 30 Se,tember. In addition to the- numeroUS corubat c.ssb.ults 

the_10th Combat :.vi.-"tioi1 Datt:.lion continued ~ts noma! support. 

for C::m ::l::!.nh Dsy S~:,ort Comm.:.lJ1C, :::3rd j.fI.Vn Inta.."'ltry Div"'ision: White 

Horse !OK Inf3Iltry Di\rision, CORDS, a.,,"'ld the 17th C:'.G. 

OC'I'ODEil. 

The 10th Comb::.t .:h~ation DGttalion continued to SU;lport t.'1e 

ground forces of the seve!'} southern pro'\r"inces of 1m II dUI'L'"lg the 

month of October. O!'l 6 October Camp COI"'fell:t 1J~'"l Me Thout "1es 

closed which causae: the .;.ircr ..... ft p.:;.ck..'ige from the 9200 Assault Hel-

ico,ter Coc:;>~ny to dis?erse some of its .:.ircr",ft. Three (3) m!-lH 

ancl two UH-ll-i rec:dned .:.t DBn tie Thout while t\iO UH-lH ,rent to 

PLeiku aIlG one llent to Gia lizhia. During the Vietnam Presiclenti.ll 

Election period se'\"Cral ,lircr:..ft from :r .. Vt TroOl' 7/17th C:lv31ry 3..'10. 

the 19:::nd Assault HelicQ?ter Cor:!!'.:!.IlY \'rere sent to D.::.o Loc as in­

cre~sed security for t~~t area. There were two b~tta:ion si~e 

o,er.:..tions this month. The OOth -~ss3ul t Helicopter Coa:JpmlY f ,dth 

c1rc~-ft added from both the 9,nd and 192ne ~ss~ult Helicopter Com­

,m1es inserted the ~nd Dn of the 29th not{ I"..esiment on 9 October 3nd 

the 1st Dn ot the ~Gth no~ negiment on 10 October. On 23 October 
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the 60th ABC extrd.cte<! the 2nd Dn 29th BOT wbilcl the 1st III 20th 

RGT walked out of the field. Two units of the t;tt.llion had very 

much success d\l.I'L"1g the month innicting he:::.vy d.::mage to the enemy. 

The 92nd Assault Helicopter Comp.~ny gunships ~rere credited "dth 3 

bun.1t:ers destroyed <md 38 enemy l'"..illed in action. "NI Troop 7/17th 

Cav \'1as even more successfull when they were crecdted with destruc­

tion of an enenr,f hootch complex, 10 bti"'lkers destroyed .i.i."'lG, 25 enemy 

killed in action. Tr.:dning of VlUF Aviators continued under the 

I&M Program in both the 192nd ~d 60th Assault Helicopter Companies 

who had five (5) aviators e~ch. 

NOVE·iBER 

During November V~gabond aircraft were agaL~ L~volved in sev­

eral be.ttalion oper!ltions. On 3 Noveober clements of the 44th ~\nVN 

Regiment 23:rd AavN Division l:lere w..serted near Song Mao, 4 November 

a..'1 RFPF force from Din..'1 Thuan province wc.s inserted near Phan Thiet t 

on 7 November 10 Vae:.bond aircraft linl:ee. up t·dth VIUF elements to 

dd in the insertion of the 45th ARVH Regoment near Phu Nhon and on 

17 Eo·~ember 12 aircr:rl't again joined the VNAF to e~1:,ra.ct the 45th 

::1eBiment. The next t1:10 d.3.y5, 13 .and 19 l'!ovember, the 60th .\ssault 

Helicopter Comp~! ~ctcd as C&C for two insertions of elements of 

the 20th .md 29th Resimants respectively ancl then ".g.dn on 21 Nov­

ember for an i.."'lScrti6n of the 2nd Dn 30th Xl{ Regiment. Then on 

26 Novcmb~r the clements of the 29th IDK ReGiment and on 27 No\p­

ember the elements of the 30th H)K Regiment \"lc:re extracted while 

the 20th Regiment w:ll.'<ed out of the field. This month fourx'. the 
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10th Comba.t .i.vi:::.tion Est talion strength GUt even furt.her when the 

lS3rd Recomaiss3nCo Airplane Company began st~-down on 1 l~ovember. 

This eliminated the Datt~on's visull reconnaissance missions for 

the southern hllf of 1m n. Doth the 19~nd .::nd ·5oth .\ssault Hell-

copter Compnnies caDpleted training the vn:i.F .ivi.:.tors attached to 

them under the Improvement and Modernization Proer~ .:=.ver.3.ging just 

over 200 hours per a\~tor. Again the 92nd ~ssau1t Helicopter Com­

pa.'1Y e.nd nA" Troop 7/17th Cavalr.r enjoyed successful. months when 

the 92nd AHC gunships were credited with 50 enemy 1m.:. t send" An Troop, 

s.ftcr moving back to Pleoh."U for a fe:1 days, destroyed and damaged 

severaJ. bunlcer complexes • 
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Duri.'16 the month of December the 10th Combat Aviation Dattalion 

continued to provide support for the seyen southern provinces of l·m 

II to include.the White Horse ROK Infs.ntry DiviSion, 23rd .'lIrJU Ir..f.m­

try Division, Cam Ran...'l Day Support Command and 17th CAG. .\s the 

rnont!t progressed the 10th Dattalion's support w€.S conti..· .. lUally reduced 

until 31 December 1971 when the 10th Combo.t :~vi;:.tion D""ttalion r~as-

signed its trIO rem·::ili:ui'l$ units, the COth A5s~ult Helicopter CO~:Ja:n:J' 

:lr.G " .. ;!.:! Troo1' 7th Squadron 17th Cavalry, ~"'ld beg1U1 st3ncl-e.owu proced-

ures for future redeployment bO COrms. Durin.:; the month eleme~ts 

of the 10th C:U3 supported three (3) P.OIC bcttclion combnt assaults il1 

addition to the normal missions flown. On 1 Dece~er the 9~nd As-

ss-ult Helico,ter Comp.:my beS:.r. st.mcl.-C:cnil1 "nt:. c~;rr;leted on 31 Dec-

ember. There w;:.s only one major problem enco\l.i."'lterecl, this beL"'l!; the 

l.J.te dis!,osition of p~rs()j,mel 8..l"'ld aircr-olft. On?O December 1971 the 

192nd Assault Helicopter Compa."'lY beg3..."l its st::nf..-:!own. Their schec.-

ulec1 completion date is 20 JanU:.1.l"".r 1972. 

During December the 5ot1-< .. n·Te continued to ;ro"d.c1e the y:r:i.nk:'r'J 

evie.tion support for the White Horse ROK Il".f:::.ntry Division. In this 

cal'.;;.city- they provic.ec.. the majority of the .J.ircrQi't cmd the" C&C for 

three HOK be.ttillon o?erations. The Wth .. \J!C also ~ssumed the Cam 

Ranh Bay Support ComJl]Qllc'. mission on the 20th "ilhen the 1 %nd st·:.rted 

stand-dOh~. In orGer to provide the ~=unu~ s~ort possible the 

60th fJW acquired three (3) adclitional UH-lH aircraft .mel a.n aerial 
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WE!:lpons platoon consistL"'lg of six (6) AH-1G Cobr~ Gunships • 

92nc. AHC 

During the month of December the 92ntl ABC (lid not provide avi­

ation support due to the fact they began stand-eottn procedures on . 

1 December. Everytbi.."18 progressed on schedule . .::.nr: the deactivJ.tion 

was complete on 31 December 1971. 

192nd .\HC 

For the first tt:enty (20) clays of December t!le 1S'2nd :lHC contin­

ued to provide olviation support for the combat Su"'lc.~. combc.t support 

~"'lits within the seven southern provinces of ~~ II. During the month 

the 192nd experienced three (3) minor circraft incidents with no 

i.."ljuries to personnel • 

A/7/17 .\CS 

During December ~i Troop sllp?ortecl elements of the 23rd j.I1Vn Di '''­

ision in areas:.round Song 1-10.0, Dalat. and De-o Loc. Tney also sup­

ported the llinh Thuan Province Intelligence Pldoon at Phal"). R;-.:.!l3 .me. 

JOOC at Cam R.lnh Day. ~'lhile in support of these various units A/7/17 

spotted severcll structures. bunkers, and enenrl personnel. The {!U&"'l­

ships ~~nded their ordnznce on several of these sightings result-

ing in ma.."":ty structures and b~~ers destroyed or (1.:::.maged. ;\ Troop 

also inserted troops into m~J.:" of these tlre.s:.s. On the 20th of Dec­

ember;\ Troop "l2.S required to rnti.."ltai.."'l .::. P=-C!c':lge of t\,IO (2) Cobr:;! 

gunShips md one (1) 0lI-S:\ LOB !'.t Dong D.:l Thin for the Cam 11anh 

Specicl Sector defense. L3ter i.., the month two (2) ~1-llI aircraft 

were also sent to Dont! n'.l T:dn .: .. ."'lC~ :liter the 31st th~ entire ,::.clw.ge 

\dll corne uncler the o.:;:>er:ltional control of Csm Rc.nh Day Sup:x>rt Command. 
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For t.he ,.ear 1971 the 10th Combat Anat10n Datt~on, while 

8Ui'POrtJ.ns the combat s".r.?por.. units ot tti.litary Itegion II, compUed 

the tollowing statistics: 

Hours f~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 89,377 
Troops lifted. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 276,792 
SOrties ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 171,677 
Cargo hauled (tons) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 17,637 

....... .. . 
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w:~LIam, Jack fl. 
LEST.I2L, !loc.. .. ·1ey 
~·iWlEOO, Ramon .~. 

LTC 
M.'i.J 
CPT 

AWARD RECEIVED ---.- ...... --- ............... 

Legion of Merit 
Distinguished Flyi."1g Cross 
Dist~~shed Flying Cross 

Lronze St~r for Ser\~ce ~~~ 1chieveoent ,.. 
37 

krtiiJ COI!' .. l;len(~·ltioll Ue('.!W.. for Service and Ac1:-ievement 
PuMle Heart 7 

3 
cc 

:11r- Medsl for Valor 
.:i.ir Hedal 

----------...... _-----------_._-.-._----
60m :l.3SAULT HELICOPTut OOI.fP~U'!Y 

DUDfiY, Ronald E. 
C::U:FFni' , James G. 
COOSBY, Tholon F. 
HAYES, Robert A. 
EOOD, Charles H. 

CPT 
CPT 
1'101 
~'101 
~101 

DistLJL~shed Fly;-ng Cross 
Distineuished F1yin~ Cross 
Distil"lguished Flyi;."'lg Cross 
Dist~~shed Flying Cross 
DistL~shed F1yi..~ Cross 

Dronze Star for Serv'ice and l1chievement 12 
51 Army Commendation BedAl for Service c...'ld !~chiever:lent 

PuMle lie.::;.rt 
~ir-Mec~ for Valor 
;i.ir l·!edel. 

30 
50 

--------.------.---~-.------------------.--.. 

921ID Ass.:~ULT HELIOOPTER COMPAlr! 

DI!lml, Larry n.. 
LUDBElnmsI!:~, Gerald H. 
U'.l'TLE'roU , John 1"1. 
OOIm, Del"fl;.lrC. A. 
SHAN.:Jlr~.H, John L. 

CPT 
SP4 
SP!:. 
CPT 
CPT 

Silver St~r lPosthumOUS) 
Silver St;lr Posthumous) 
Silver St3r Posthumous) 
Dist~"Uished Flying Cross 
Distinguished Flying Cross 

Dronze Stc.r for Service 31'lU ;\cbieVC:lel1t 75 
~21 Army Commend~tio~ Me~ for Ser\~ce end Achievement 

Pur;>le Heart 
!ir ~edal for Valor 
Air !-ledal 
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HonOR ROLL 1971 

"In memol7~ s, eye I cm see them no\'1 - forr..:ix"l6 grimly for the: 

.:.ttilck, blue lippecl, covered with sludge tl..'1d m'U.<l, ch:illed by the w::inc. 

me. r:in of the fOjjlOlc,. driving horne to their objective, .-me". to the 

jUGgement sect of God. I do not !::nO'!.·1 the cl.i¢ty of their birthl but 

I do ~'oJ10\i' the glory of their ces.th.lI These l'.!'OroS by GENEn:~L OF Zll 

.. \:;:n-1Y OOUGL'iS ,t.f~C.f~RT'.dURt spoken on lA July 1935, ring true tod:.y. 

Three dec3.des later, ..mG. in a.,other str.me;e Pd.rt of the 't'lOrlcl, 

,\meric..ms BnSi.1er the c·?ll. The methods of w.:..ri\::re. have Ch.:>.l"l.:;et., but 

the s~crifices, harc~hi;s, ~~C the m~~ faces of Leath rem~in the sa~e • 

It is \"lith humilitY" th:::.t \·:e honor our falle:1 comraces. In our 

future endeavors, let us be ever minc":.f'ul of these men, snd the prill-

ciples for which they g~ve their all. 

l-l·~ QiJJ1'. S~JJ.CP .. !'l.U!~;:t D~iTE OF :lCTIOI! .... ---.----
flO1 Robert T. Bruce iJ7/17 535-50-9096 20 H.:y 1S'71 

~'!Ol Greeory .\. Smith A/7/17 4S3-56-l~G77 ?..o May ~.971 

CPT rd..charc1 Dewey 9: 00::' ... 3.)...91:.):. 2l l·iey ~.971 

SP!;. Gerald l·i. Lubbenhusen 92 517-9C-'.355 ", "' .. - Muy 197';. 
.. 

SF!.:. John Littleton <p. 527-Sl}-77 &J 22 May 71 

SP5 Albin 1.. Iteams 243 016-42-9001 21 l·:by 1971 

SP5 J oh..'"'lny Arthur 192 5G5-'2!;-314 7 10 June 1971 

SP4 Louie G. )'bntoye 192 5 5O-Oh-l~)95 10 J'Ill1e 1971 

SP1:. Jeffery S. :fesoleus!d. 192 51~ 9-C0-9192 ., ... 
.;..~ Ju.,e 1971 . 

SFC Samuel l!c.:\phee 21.:3 1:.20-52-75·S5 ~S July 1971 

SPl!. :llbin L. !\:enc'!.a.ll 1(\" 7- 559-7 S-i.-'?''j:? 3 rc\"ember 1971 

SP1~ Errol L. Kent 1(;3 50'.- . .;~ ~G71:. 3 !!oveiJ:,er 1971 

SP5 Nar\~ Driesach~r 




