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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 196E\ 
(RCS/CSFOR-65) (UIC-WDFZTO) (u) '. 

Commanding General 
9th Infantry Division 
ATTN: AVDE-MH 
APO San Francisco 96370 

SECTION I 

Significant Organization/Unit Activities 

1. (C) INTRODreTION: During the quarter beginnin.£ 1 AUP'USt aM endin,:!' 31 Oct­
ober 1968, the First Recondo Brigade continued ~eration Toan Thang (H) which 
it joined on 23 June 1968 from the Tan An base (XS5464). The :mission of the 
brigade in Long An Province has been to conduct strike operations against Viet. 
Cons/Army Of North Vietnam (VC/NVA) units, block major infiltration routes • 
through the Province, provide road, bridge and convoy security along highway 4, 
and overwatch the Saigon and Nha Be rocket 'belts· south of Saigon. To accompllsh 
its four-fold mission, the Recondo Brigade has conducted daily strike operations 

QhrOUgoout Long An and southern Gia Dinh Provinces J utilizin~ Air Calvary andJ 
airmobile assets to conduct reconnaissance in force (RIF) operations, aI'l"Ied 
erial reconnaissance, eagle flights J cordon and search, and to insert Recondo 

Checkerboard Operations along infiltration routes or in the vicinity ~r intel-
ligence targets. The brigade has also conducted tnme1"OUS ,1oint operations with' 
Arm:! of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN), Regional Forces/popular TO'orces (ltF/PF), 
and National Police elements. These operations have been quite successful in 
apprehending VC infrastructure and gaining vital intell1ge~ce of enewv activi­
ties. The engineer resources of the brigade have continued their ~iBsion of 
upgrading the road network througmut Long An Province. The eng';neers 'ha1l'e 
supplemented ARVN engineers in construction projects, such as the rebuild1.ng of 
the Ben Luc and Cau Tram Bridges. The base facilities of 'ran An and the Tan An 
Airfield have been upgraded subStantially during the period, aM several bat­
\alion base camps have undergone major construction to up.:n-ade the facilities. 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAlS 
DECLASS IFIED l~FTER 12 YElutS 
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Due to the daily operational commitments neither of the strike battalions (Bn) 
has been able to stand down for eemi-annual refresher traininfot on a battalion 
basis, however each battalion has conducted weekly training on the company level 

, with emphasis on maintenance, tactics and small arms proficiency. At the close 
of the quarter the First Recondo Brigade is continuing Operation Toan Thang 
(II) a.n:i is confidently looking forward to another successful quarter ot opera­
tions in the tactical area otinterest (TAOI). 

2. (C) ORGANIZkTION: The FirSt Recondo Brigade began opet"8.tions in this quarter 
with three Infantry battalions (2-39, 2-60, 6-31) ani one mechanized battalion 
(5-60). On 14 August the 6-31 was released from Operational Control (OPCON) of 
First Brigade and placed under OPCON of the 199th Light Infantry Bri~ade. On 
11 Sept..,mber the First Brigade assumed OPCON of the 3-39 fran 3rd Brigade. On 
13 September OPCON of 5-60 Inf (}') was released to the 1st Div and First Brillade 
assumed OPCON of 2-47 In! (M). At the close of the quarter the First Bri~e 
is continuing oporations with three Infantry battalions (2-39, 2-60,' 3-39) and 
one mechanized battalion (2-47). In addition to the OPCON battalion, the bri­
gade has received almost daily OPCON of A Trp,3-17 Cav and one airmobile com­
pany. Headquarters for the maneuver elem(;nts are as follows: 2-3qth Inf at 
Rach Kien (:xs740698).t 2-60th In! at Tan Tru (XS654623), 2-47th In! (V) at Binh 
Phuoc (:XS610552) and the 3-39th Inf at Can Giuoc (XS829717). 

b. The following inclosures are attached: 

( 1 ) Inclosure 1; Organizational Structure. 

(2) Inclosure 2, Roster of Key Personnel. 

(3) Inclosure 3, ~'ap of Brigade Tactical J\rea ot Interest (TAOI). 

(4) Inclosure 4, Enemy Unit Locations. 

3 •. (U) PERSONNEL aND ADMINIS'I'RATION': There have been no sill"ifica.nt chan£es 
made in 'the area of personnel and administration since the 'l"reviouB report. 

4. (C) INT.ELLIGENCE : 

. a. At the beginning of August enemy operations were characterized by 
general evasion of contact while maintaining massed battalion-aize elements 
in anticipation 'of a Third· Offensive With Saigon .. again, the primary ob.1ective. 
The enens;r order of battle (see map, Inclosure 4) held the 294 WA Bn split 
into companies scattered through Rach Kien district, (XS6671), the 265 ~ner~'lv 
in southern Can Giuoo District (XS8460), the 1st wng An also )mown as (I\.Jt\ 506) 
En in eastern Can Giuoc District (XS9070), the 2d Irdepement (AKA 508) Bn in 
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southeastern Can Giuoc District{tif:062) and the 6th (aka 5th Nha Be) Bn in 
northeastern Can Giuoc District (XSS97b~. Interdiction, guerrilla, and terrorist 
activities at the beginning of the reporting period wre minimal. 0n:3 Aupust 
A/3-17 Cav initiated contact in Thuan My (V), Binh Phuoc (d) ('XS7254 '. Contact 
continued sporadically with the insertion of elements ot 2-39 an<1 2-60 throu",h 
the morning of 5 August. A PW sutsequently taken trom the area of contact 
identified his unit as the 520 Local Force Battalion of rien Roa Province. 
The displacement of a local force battalion from its native prov~nce indicated 
that enemy strength in Long An province was insufficient. to fulfil the reouire­
ments of a major offensive against Saigon from the south; i.t indicated also, 
however, that the offensive was still a firm plan, and, therefore, reinforce­
ments in the form of the 520th Bn were infiltrating into Lo~ An to offset 
persormel soortages. On 7 August C/J.;.39 engaged an enelI'G'" force in eastern Can 
Giuoc District (J!S9070). Contact continued through 8 August with elements of 
4-39, 6-31 and 5-60 'conducting an encirclement of the area of contact. Pris­
oners taken trom tho contact included members or· the 1st Long An Battalion, the 
3d Battalion, previously unidentified in Long An, the 6th Battalion, the 261 . 
Battalion, and the Dong Phu Battalion. The prisoner of the Dong Phu Battalion, 
a platoon leadel!', provided confirmation of the previously reported. but unveri­
fied merger of the Dong Nai and Phu Loi II Battalions. 'rhe primary enemy ele­
ment engaged was indentified as one company of the 1st Long An Battalion. (In 
12 August C/5-60 engaged an enemy element in Thuan ).1'1' (V), Sinh Phuoc (d) 
(XS7055); elements of 5-60, 2-39, 2-60, and 4-47 were inserted and encircled 
the enemy ele~nt. Prisoners taken from the contact identified the eng~d 
unit as the entire 520 Battalion. Contact continued through 13 August. On 
the following clay C/2-60 engaged an unknown size enemy force in eastern Tan 
Tru District (:<56964) •. , A prisoner indicated that he was assigned to the 2d 
Independent Battalion, tnt until relent:q he was a member of the 294 NV A bat­
talion. Documents and prisoners taken in later engagetnents confirmed the dis­
solution of the 294 NVA Batta.lion, which had been reduced from a. strength of 
600 men to 200 men by mid August. The remnants of the battalion were eventu­
ally assigned to the 1st Long !~n and 2d Independent Battalions. On 18 August 
B/2-60 tnIlde contact in southwestern Cnn Giuoc District (:XSA264). Elements 'of 
2-60 and 2-.39 were inserted to encircle the engaged enemy unit. Prisoners, Hoi 
Chanhs, am. documents taken in the engagment identified the 265 Vain Force Bat­
"alion. Prisoners stated that the 6th Loc!ll Force (aka 5th Nha. Be) had been 
a~orbed by the 265 battalion. The Recondo Bt"igade encountered small, guer­
rilla units in soort engagements through Z7 August When AI3-17 Cav engaged. a. 
small group of armed VC. C/2-39 was inserted into the .area. of contact near 
Phouc Lam (V), Can Giuoc (d) (:XS7769). Prisoners indicated that elements of 
the 1st Long An and 2d Independent Battalions were engaged. Contact was ouickly 
broken by the enemy 'before· an encirclement could be effected. On 30 Au~t con­
tact was initiated by A/.3-17 Cav again in the Phuoc Lam area (XS7Pi>9) C/2-60 
inserted. The enemy disengaged immediate~ after i~itial contact. On prisoner 
taken identified his unit as the 1&L:L.Long An Battalion. Engagements during the 
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first halt .f September in Long Hiep (XS6774) Long DiM (J!S6572) .. Long Cang 
(XS6770) and Phuoc Van (7070) Villages of ijach Kien District were charac~t­
ized by small units, usually platoon, accepting encirclement by U.S. units, . 
with the surrounding U.s. elements receiving mortar and small arme fire from 
positions outside of the encirclement. Through the latter part of September 
contact with elements of the Local Force and NVA batta+1ons located in Long 
An diminished. A trend of interdiction and guerrilla activity increased 
simultaneously with the apparent evacuation of larger units. Prisoners taken 
during this period who were assigned to the 1st Long An Battalion indicated 
that the mission of their unit was at pport of local force guerr~. Enemy 
small unit operatiOns continued into October with more and more "Phase I and 
phase II" enany activity occurring. On 11 October A/J-17 Cav searching the . 
Xom Eo Canal line (J!S7365) in response to an agent report enga~d several HC. 

2-39 inserted in an attempt to encircle. During the suooeouent encounter 
two prisoners were taken; Senior Captain Trach and Captain Doan, the 'Chief 
and Deputy, respectively, of sub region three (SR3) training section. Several 
documents depLeted hand drawn maps of earlier engagements between various 
enemy units and the 1st Recondo Brigade. Prominent was an accurate portrayal 
of the encirclement of the 520 Battalion on 12-1.3 Aug\lst~ Analwis by 9th 
Division G2 Combined Document Exploitation Center (CDEC), and Combined ~ilitary 
Interrogation Center (CMIC) concluded that a high level meeting of key bat­
talion personnel sponsored by (SR3) - the objective of which was to discover 
means of defeating the lst Reeondo Brigade.s encirclement and IIpile-onll 

tactics- was in progress. Other data indicated plans for a new otfensive 
against Saigon to take place in early November. Subseo.uent engage~ents 00-
curring through the remainder of October indicated further breaking down of 
enemy battalions into squad size elements. Throughout the reported period 
the Dong l"hu and 3d Battalions remained unengaged and unlocated. The 3rd 
battalion, according to captured documentsl is an artillery battalion com­
JX>sed of local artillery elements; it is armed with l07mm rockets (including 
twelve-tube launc.her as unearthed dn(l15 September by elements of the 46th 
ARVN Regt) I mortars, and anti aircraft weapons. 

b. The primary element of enemy tactics encountered during the reported 
period was defensive in nature. Essential.J.y it consisted of breaking down 
battalions into platoons· and squads and dispersing them over larger areas. 
The apparent objective of this maneuver was to prevent the encirclement ot 
any elemenis larger than a platoon and then engaging the surrounding forces 
from behind with mortars and small arms. While the innovation was paJtl&l1v 
effective in that no unit larger than a platoon was successfully encircled 
during September and October # the tactic was sel! defeating. This dispers­
ement of enemy ba±talions' prevented them from conducting offensive operations 
in strength. Accordingly# while· attacks by fire continued at- the same or . 
increaaed levels" ground attacke, even agaiMt small outpoeta, di,,-.·1tdshed. 
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A corollary result was the increase in guerrilla and interdiction mission! 
minings and "hit and runll night engagements against small patrols increased silmi 
ficantly. 

c. Enemy personnel and equi}:Ilient losses for peried 1 Aug 68 to 20 Oct 68: 

(1) Personnel: VC KIA (a:;) 

Prj.s onors of War 

Civil Defendents 

!hi Chanhs 

(2) EquiIJllent Captured: 1 Aug to 17 oct 68: 

AK-47 
}'-16 
Ml Carbine 
Ml 
MJAl 
M2 Carbine 
Eo1 t Ac tion Rifle 
(NFl) * 
BAR 
RPD 
Chicom .AAM6 
Chicom Carbines 
SKS 
M-7' 
LMG (NFl) 
RuslS 7.'2 
MG (NFl) 
.38 Cal·Pisto1 
Russ 7.62 Pistol 
9mm Pistol 
Pistol (NFl) 
60mm Mortar Sight 
Mortar Sight (NFl) 
Aiming Device (NFl) 
Starljg ht Scope 
Binoculars (NFI) 
MG Tripod (NFl) 

~ - Page 5 ..... 

1293 

134 

102 

15 

3lB 
4 
6 
.3 
1 
2 

1 
1 
4 
1 
4 
9 
1 
3 
1 
9 
1 
1 

18 
4 
.3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Telescope (NFl) 
PRC-25 
PRC battery 
Ch1col!l Radio (NFl) 
Survival radio (NFl) 
Walkie Talkie 
Pistol Belt 
Pistol holster 
Anmo pouch 
Entrenching tool 
NIlA Pistol Belt 
NIl A uniform 
Canteens 
P,ncn,s 
Clothing m.ia c 
Medical supplies 
Wire cutterc 
Rice 
Documents 
USSR flag 
Piasters 
82mm mortar 
82mm Bight 
60nm mortar 
RPG-7 RL 
RPG-2 RL 
RPG-'l rd 
RPG-2 rd 
60mm mortar cd 
lD7mm Rocket rd 
57 R.R. rd 
75 R.n. rd 
M-72 LAW 
f.¥..-47 ammo rds 
7.62 ammo ras 
5.62 ammo rds 
.30 cal ammo rds 
9mm ammo rds 
Grenades (NFl) 
Chican Smoke Grenades 
Chicom Frag Grenades 
M-16 mags 

..... 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
6 
2 
1 
3 
2 

11 
1 
2 

19lbs 
15 Ib3 
1 

800 lb3 
50!- Ibl!l 

. 1 
474,600 

2 
1 
2 

64 
25 
31 

270 
66 

2 
55 
13 
2 

3,~0 
400 

'420 
3,400 

20 
70 

2 
2 

143 



I 
! , 

I 

• 

_---.-------r ._-

o 
AVDE-BA-T 

SUBJ.E.CT: OperationaJi. Report for 'Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969 
(RCS!CSFOR-65) (UIC-i'JDFZTO) (U) 

AK-47 Mags 
BAR Mags 
RP6-2 Charges 
C-4 
BlaB ting Caps 
Bangalor Torp 
RP6-7 sight 

315 
10 

107 
10 1be 

150 
30 
1 

(3) Equipment Destroyed 1 Aug 68 to 17 Oct 68: 

amlrers 
Structures 
lbotches 
Sampa.n:t 
AK-47 ammo 
AK-47 mags 
.50 cal ammo 
7.62 ammo 
5.56 ammo 
60mm ammo 
g2mm ammo 
105m ammo 
155mm ammo 
RPG-2 ammo 
RP6-2 Boosters 
RP6-7 ammo 
US Claymores 
Ch1com Claymores 
US Frag grenades 
US CS grenades 
Chicom grenades 
TNT 
Gunpowder 
CW a>mb1ets 
Ek>oby Traps (NFl) 
Anti-Tank mines 
Lubrication au 
*.·tGn - Not Further Identified 

11,1A<) 
-101 

69 
129 
200 rds 

2 
75 rds 

ZlO rds 
400'rds 
17 rds 
6 rds 
3rds" 
5 rds 

15 rds 
70 
15 

2 
1 

19 
8 
7 

721bB 
201b6 
4 

13 
9 
2qts 

d. In response to the shifting emphasis of enemy activities back to guer­
rilla phases I and II, 1st Recondo Brigade operations oriented increasingly 
apinBt smaJ.l local torce and intras~ture targets.. While continuing inte1-
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ligence acquil'Sition and surveillance wit~ radar ... Side Looking Airborne Radar (BLAtt) 
Red .... Haze, and Air Cavalry, greater attention was directed toward agent reports 
a.ndf Intelligence Civic Action Projects (reAP), two sources of intelligence 
4apable of identifying indiv1dual carlremen and members of the poUtical intrutruc­
ture. The ICAP"is a combination of a. Civic Action Project" usually a JledCap, 
with an MI team, which conducts a poll among the hamlet and vUlage people bene­
fitting from the Civic Action Project, in an effort to gain fundemental info~a­
tion of local cadre and infra8'tructure. This means of acoutstwn is :stIll in the 
1n1tiaI stageS' and an evaluation of its efficiency is not"yet avt\Uable. In con­
junction with the effort against cadre and infrasturct:u.re" full time liaison 
between the individual battalions and their nearby District Intelligence 0pera­
tioIlS Coordination Centers, (DICCC fS) as well as liaison between Bri~ade proJ:8r~ 
and u:mg An Sector Province Intelligence Operations Coordination Center (PICCC)" 
was established for the purpose of exchanging intelligence and planning combined 
operations. 

e. Due essentially to a lack of reouired helicopter and gunship !Support 
Long Range Patrol (lRP) activity in Long An remaimd at a low level during August 
and September. In October, a worldng relationship between LRP teams and U3 Navy 
(USN) elements at Nha Be was oo.erdinated to permit the insertion of LRP teams by 
ooat and support from USN gunships. Consequently" infiltration and resupply 
routes into Long An from the Rung Sat Secret ZOne (XS9S60) and Go Cong (xs~446) 
were uncovered by the LRpre. 

f. A paradox presently exists in known enemy aspirations Where owwus 
plans for an upcoming offensive against Saigon are opposed b7 ahiahly _ 
fragmented, tactically defensive posture precluding any but small" local operations 
TlY3 limited capabilities of the enemy are further compounded by low man power 
levels at all echelons and a high density of NJ A Who do not know the terrain and 
who have difficulty subnerging into the population. The increasing numbers of 
fbi Chanhs within Long An Province indicate a growing dissatistaction and dis il­
lusioment amng the enemyts ranks further complicating the~enemy capabilities. 
While the enemy in Long An Province is by no means deteated, he is being forced 
into a reassessment of his abilities·and a consideration of retrogression to the 
more elementary phases ot insurgency. An alternative solution is the reinfOrcement 
of low strength battalions from nearby provinces. It 'WOuld appear, however" that 
enemy personnel shortages· exist throughout the 9th Division"TAOI. He retairn5 the 
ability to conduct psychologically damaging attacks by fire, notably rockets, 
against major population canters and allied military installatwll8. 

5. (C) Q1ERATIOr.5: 

a. The Fir~ Recondo Brigade has participated in Operation Toan Thang (II) 
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throughout the quarter and is continui~ the operatton at. the close of this re-port. 
The following narrative outlines the operatton and applicable results for the 
quarter. 

b. Operation Toan Thang (II) (23 June to Present): The First ~i~ade continued 
Operation Toan Thang (II) which it assumed on 23 (.Tune 196~, from ~rn t:!rivade. 9th 
Infantry Division. The Brigane has continued the operation with t,"'ree infantry 
.battalions (2-39, 2-60, 6-31) and one mechanized battalion (5-(0). "'he 6-31 Int 
primari4t· performed defense against rocket and "'Ortar att,ac~ (DAl1YA) l'I'Iissions 
in the Nba Be and southern Sai~on Rocket belts. nne c()Jnt'lanv of 6-11 MS been used 
to conduct strike operations within the battalion area of ~rat~o~ (~O) or in 
support of other Brigade contacts. The 5-60 Int (~, has ~error.med the ~iss1ons 
of road, bridge and convoy secun ty along H1ghwav 4. One comnanv of' 5-60 (., .. ) 
has been available for strike operations throughout the Brigade 1'4.('1. (\n the 14th 
of August the 6-31 In! was released from OPCON of First Brtl'Z'ade an" placen under 
OPCON of 199th Light Infantry Brigade. 0n 11'September the 1st BrigAde ass~d 
OPCON of the 3-39th Infantry from 3rd Brigade, 9th Tnfantrv Divis ion. 't'he 1-39 
Inf has continued DA.RMA operations in the Nha Be and southern ~aivon 'Rocket 'belts 

/as well as conduct strike operations throughout the 'Rriv.ade AO. nn 13 ~et')teTl'ber 
, OPCON of 5-60 lni' ( .. ~) was released to the 1st Inf Division and ~irst T.T1.p'Me as­

Sumed OPCON of 2-47th Inf (M). The 2-47th Inf (V) assu"'ed resl'lomibiH.tv for as­
sisting in the security of the Ben Lue (XS61675g), Cau Voi (~5~2.6Q)), Cau noa 
(XS58722) and Tan An bridge (XS549655) sitee. This is aecomp'is~ed bv offensiv~ 
night ambushes along the approaches of the brid~es. Additionallv it provides road 
and cOlWOy security along highway 4. Elements of a11 battalions ul"!(ier OT'>(:NT of t,he 
F:ixst Brigade have conducted strike operations in lDn~ An and southern ("aa ninh T"ro­
vinces to locate and destro'r the VC /N'JA units, Avn~T am 'RFlp1l' instanationa in the 
Brigade TAOI. 

On 7 August t'WO companies of the 6-31 ",ade contact vi.th an estiTIIRt.ed lTr h~t­
talion at XS905705. Seven additional companies were inserted int.o the contact 
area resulting in a cOl1"plete encirclement of the enemy force. A·rtUlerv v-:!.S 

consentrated in the area throuf!:hout the n1 ght and t 11e avemles of esca.T)$ cut orf 
by the maneuver elements aided bv cnntinuen illumination of t,he Area. hy ('47 flare 
ships. .10 sweep of the contact area on the l'l'M'ninp of ei,mt (P) ~upust :reilded 
46 VC body count, 11 POW's, 14 individual weapOns and one (1) ~2Yn~ l"'Ortar. 
During the morning of 12 August elements of 2-39 ITIade contact 'With an estiJn~,te~ IT('' 

battalion at XS705547. In this en~ap,nent ten companies were ~ ... loved to eomT'Jete 
the encirclement of the VC unit. Air Strikes and artillery were ~~rected into'thp­
objective area while the manuever elements closed the area of the enci~cl~e~t. 
The police of the battle area resulted in 104 VC body c01mt, ei"ht (~) ~w's, two 
(2) Chieu Hois, 21 individual weanons and five (5) ~achine puns. ("n 19 .A.u!!USt a 
company from 2-39 made contact with two Vr. companies vici'l"lity 'XS~5650. 'T'his com­
pany, supported by the air cavalry, air and art 11 Ierv; fhed t.he eneT"Y 1.n 'DOS t tion 
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v1dle eight addi tiona] companies were rapid~ insertec1 to supp'rt the contact. The 
result of this cont~t was: 93 VC body count, 15 POWlS, six (6) Chieu Hois And 45 
captured weapons. During the period 4 to 6 September elements of the 2-39, 2-60 
and 5-<>0 engaged a VC battalion which was fragmented into small units- in an area 
three miles west of Can Chioc (9372). A total. of six companies were employed 
continuously in the different areas to destroy the enemy force. This engagement 
produced 131 VC body count, 12 POWls, 1 Chieu Ibi, 25 individual weapons and 
~even (7) crew served weapons. On 10 and II September, elElIlents of the 2-39 and 
~-60 in tltD separate r6CQll in force operations, accounted tor 78 VC body count, . 
~O POWl s and 114 weapons; 96 weapons were fooM in a cache by a company of 2~0. 
~ 24 September in the vicinity of =<5660736, 1 Co of 2-60 made contact with an 
\Ullpx)wn size VC force in bunkers. The 2-60 reinforced the contact witnthree .g,d­
di¥-anal companies (one comtnny of 3-39 was placed under OPCON of 2~6) The four 
coI1tpanies maeuvered to encircle the enemy force while air strikes am artillerv 
wa~ placed into the enemy positions." Sporadic contact continued through the late 
a,fJ:,ernoon and during the_ night. At first light on 25 September a sweep of'the 

n
ea was began Which yielded a. two day total of 42 vc (re), nine (9) FOWlS, one 

1) Chieu Hoi and 14 weapons. I At 0840H on 11 October a Light Observa:tion Heli- "'-h 
pter (LOH) scout ship supporting C/2-39 was shot down by enemy automatic weapmsJ 

lire at XS743648. The pilots were extracted by another helicopter a.e Co C man-
_ 'uevered into the location of the downed helicopter. Co fS ,\ and E/2-39 were inserted 

into the area to support Co C. Shortly after moving out of the1i' landing zone (LZ) 
at YSl56647) Co E came into contact with an estimated VC com~ny. nine (9) air 
strikes were directed into the target area while the companies of 2~.39 reinter ced 
by Co A/2-60 moved-into position to cut off the enemy escape routes.' tAt 1230H --­
ilie four companies, supported by the air cavalry troop and artilJe' ry, swept into 
the objective area. The results of the operation were 50 VC (1£), two (2) FOWlS 
and six (6) weapons. In addition to the major contacts outlined above the First 
Briga.de has conducted numerous RlF missions on which contact has been made'with 
sm.al.llocal force units or fragmented main force elements. These contacts, made 
throughout Long l'.n and southern Gia Dinh'Provinaes, have kept the enemy off balance 
by disrupting his lines of communication, destroying infrastructure elements and 
making i\ extremely difficult for the enemy to mass any large forces Within the 
provinces. Throughout the renort~ period the First Brigade has conducted combine 
operations with ARVN, RF /PF, R-ovineial Reeonnaiss linee lJnit (FRU) and National 
Police elements. One_ of· the most successful combined operations for the period 
was conducted on ~ September when one (1) compa.Il1 of 2-39 and one (1) company 
of 3-39 joined el(3Jlents of Long An Province RF/PF I mUla and National Police in a 
oordon and &eal"ch of thevUlage of Phuoc Van (=<5b64726). The two 1st Brigade 
companies were inserted-as part of the cordon force which was airmobiled into 
position a.t 280749H. Upon completion or."~the cordon and s-earch'the G<werment of 
Vietnam (GIlN) elements- conducted a detailed search ot the area. The results- of 
this combined operation wer.e: 15 .VC I and 34 VC ICD eaptured • 
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The combined operations have been quite successful in destroyiilg VC/Wlt elements, 
eliminating the VC infrastructure and gathering vital intelligence. Theee opera­
tions have !lleo produced an outstanding working relationship between the fire-t 
brigade and the GVN forces within Long An Province. Significant reeults of the 
operation for this reporting period include: 

(1) US LoSIreS': 97 KHA, 324 WHA . 

(2) Enemy w88es: 1293 KIA (OC)" 134 POWIS, 15 Hoi Chanhs, and 453 wea'OOns~ 

c. A Combat After Action Report for Operation Toan Thang (II) will be submitted 
under separate cover upon termination of the operation. 

d. Combat Support Activities. 

(1) Artinery Support: 

(a) During the period of 1 August 1968 to 31 October 1968, the Direct 
Artillery suppo~t was received from the 2nd Bn, 4th Arty. 

(b) A statistical chart is as folloWS'f 

CONFlRMED TG'IS ACQU:mEJ) TG'IS COUNTER B'lRY TGTS PREPARATION TG'IS 

1-31 Aug 93 259 29 16 
1-30 Sept 65 131 'Z7 12 
1-26 Oct 73 154 15 15 

INTERD It TION TG'IS SPEC PURPOSE TGTS ARVN SUPPffi T TG'IS TOTAL R amos FIRED 
; 

, 
1-31 Aug m 174 44- 23;139 
3-30 Sept 88 131 27 18;559 
1-26 Oct 102 117 15 15,,550 

(2) Helicopter Gunship Support: A Troop" 3rd" 17th Cavalry" provided 
almost daily gunship supper t to the First Reconclo Br'igade during the reporting 
period. Using AH-16 (Cobra) gunships and OH-6A (LOH) in combination with Airborne/ 
Man-lUck Personnel Detectors "People Sniffer"" A Troop gunship:! have develOped 
most of the significant First Br'igade contacts during the reporting period. Ad­
ditionally" A TrP/3-l7 Cavalryts gunships and Assault Helicopter Comnanies l gunShips 
have supported all insertions and extractions of the First Br'igade combat'units. 
Th:! Air Cavalry, working in conjunction with air mobile infantry elements, has been 

-.. 
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very successful and contriootod greatly to the encirclement and deetruction of 
numerous enemy forces. Light Fire Teams, working out of Tan An or Dong Tam have 
provided support to the First Brigade night operationa, reacting to contact devel­
oped by patrols and providing the overwhelming firepower needed to destroy the . 
enemy in locations Where ground reinforoements would be too sloW' to be emploved. 

(3) Tactical Air Support: Tactical air support in support of First Bri~ade 
tactical operations and enemy contaets was contiilU.ally provided by Seventh Air " 
Force resources during the period of this report. With the use of F-lOO, Fi.£, F5, 
A-37, and B--S7 type aircraf'ts:l max:1mum utilization of all strike aircraft available 
in these areas was achieved. The Forward Air Controllers assigned to the First . 
Brigade: new 350 visual reconnaissance missions' and controlled 424 strike missionfl 
in conducting their combined air suppcrt duties. Of the 424 strike missions nown, 
.374 were preplanned and SO were immediates. The praplannad strikes included LZ 
preps.t VC base camp targets, blnker complex targets, intellige nee targets and SlIT­
SPOT. . Ordnance expended during this period consisted 'of 2,74~ 'tombs, 864 cane ot 
napalJn, 58 pods or rockets, 10 podS of CBU's, and 26~,OOO rounds of 2Omm. Combined 
known resultlf determined by actual bomb damage assessment (BOA) 'provided by Forward 
Air Controllers and groum forces included 250 KBA (Body count), 75 KM (possible), 
642 bunkers destroyed, 414: blnkers qllJDaged, 86 fighting positioruJ destroyed, 40 
fighting p:>sitione damaged, 117 structures destroyed, as structureS' d8l'llaged, 9 sam­
pans destroyed, 4 sampans damaged, and 11 secondary fires and explosions. 

(4) Strategic Air Support: N/A 

(5) Naval Fire Support: NIA 

(6) Chemical Support: During the period 1 August - 27 October 1965, a 
~tal. of 164 E-1SS CS Cannister Clusters have been dropped in support of the First 
Recondo'Brigade combat operations. utilizing A Trp/:3-l7 Cavalry1s helicopter 
support" almCB t daily Airborne or Man-Pack Personnel Detector - "PEo'P~e Sniffer''­
missions have been flown in support of airborne/riverine/foobnoblle reconnaissance 
in force operations throughout the brigade TAOI, searching likely places of enemy 
locations and attempting to fiush the enemy by-employing CS on thewe likely posi­
tions. 

6. (C) '!RAINING: 

a. Due to operationlll cOI:'J!lii:.t!lents none of the Infantry maneuver battalione 
ho.ve been o.ble to stand down tor the weak of 8el!li.-nnn~1 retl'el9her trniniM_ EacH 
battalion 18 conducting ~frelSher ~ing on the canpany level aa each cOl"p'lny 
stands down' on a weekly basis$ The following subjects are presented to each companv - .... 
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SUBJECT 

Operations and Ta.ctics 
Weapons Training 
M.::.1ntenanc e 
First Aid 
J..djuet,ment of la-tille ry Fire 
Intelligence 
Corrmand Information 
cm 
l-1ap Reading 
Character guidance 
Base Comp Improvement 
OJT 

~ 

35 
17 
9~ 
6 

16 
7 

12 
~6 
4 
4-

62 
l43 

b. Beginning on or a1:out 28 tecember 1968" a mobile training"team from First 
Brigade will conduct refresher training for three ARVN battalions. Each training 
cycle is 28 da.yrr in length and the following Program r4 Instruction (POI) will 
be used with variations to meet the requirements of the !!.RVN Battallons.~. 

SUDJ§CT 

Combat Marksmanship 
Crew Served WeaponS' 
Explosives 
Land Navigation 
Patrolling 
Fir&t Aid 
Cm. 
Adjustment of Supporting Fires 
Offensive Tactics 
Defensive Tactics 
Battalion Operations 
Battalion Field Operations 
Concluding Evaluation Exercise 

7. (0) LOGISTICS: 

HOURS 

14-, 
'R 
6 
8 
4-
3 
3 

34 
7 

28 
3 trng days 
3 trng days 

a. Supply: During the period 1 August through 31 October the F:irst Recondo 
Brigade continued operations in Long An and southern Gia Dinh with its organio and 
OPCON battalions in widely separated base camps. Resupply or the battalions was 
conducted frem Tan An by ro ad util1z1.rJg....the battalions t organic vehicles. Cla. ss 
I wa&'drawn by Recondo Brigade and supporting units- from the Forward Supply Element .. ............ , ... .. ... 
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board service was extended to the brigade base camp area. Some difficulty still 
exists in establishing this eervice to the area of t~ air field due to defective 
cable; however, it is anticipated that a new cable will be installed and in opera­
tion within the next week or so. 

12. (C) ARMY AVIATION: 

a. First Brigade Aviation Section has continued to support 1st Bde operation~ 
on a dally basis with command and control, visual reconnaissance, courier service, 
personnel transportation and minor resupply missions. On several occasions the 
Section performed emergency medical evacuations which greatly :tmproTed the chances 
of survival' for the wounded soldiers. The section received four tight Observation 
Helicopters, OH-6A t s, the last week of August and immediately transferred their 
model OH-2.3G helicopters to the 9th Avn Bn. The exchange went without any dif­
ficulties. The Aviation Section has and will continue to support the lSt Bde in 
every way possible wi thin the capabilities of the aircraft and aviators. .,.--/ 

"--~ 

b. Assault Helicopter Company (Al-C): The 1st Recondo Brigade's successful 
operations during the reporting period are largely due to the daily use of the AHC; 
Using the AI-C the First Recordo Brigade refined a techniqu& termed It Jitte rbugging" , 
in which numerous insertions and extractions of lifts of fi?e and/or ten sorties 
each are made, covering a maximum number of possible enemy locations with a min­
imum number of U.s. troops, and without tiring the Inf'antI7JIlen with overland 
marches through rice paddies. 

13. (C) CHEMICAL OPERil.TIOlS: In this quarterly period, only' one (1) cremical 
operation has been conducted in the First Recondo Brigade TAO!, that is the Rach 
Kien Defoliation Project (XS6770 - XS7270 - XS7166 - XS6668). This operation was 
flown on 2 August, following the first spraying which was flown on 14 July. 
utilizing 900 gallons of the defoliation chemical CRANGE, 230 He ctares of lard 
were effectively covered. Results of the operation have shown almost 99% of the 
foliage covered has died. This area of the Rach Kien District had been one where 
mines a.r.d ambushes occured frequently, beca.use of growth near HWy 226. Since the· 
Rach Kien DefoliationProject, incidents along Hwy 226 have decreased considerably. 
Although the dSQl'ease in incidents cannot be solely attributable to the dJrl'oliation 
of the area, this chemical operation did contribute to the safety of narsonnel 
moving along Hwy 226. 

14. (C) BilSE DEVELOPlv1ENT: During the period 1 August through 31 October the 
main effort was concerned with improving the traf'ficability of roads within the 
base camp5. Plans are being made for the construction of a new mess hall for 
Tan An Base a.r.d housing for a.n additional rifle company at Tan Tru and Rach Kien .. 
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HEADQUl'.RTERS 2ND Bli.Ir/ .. T)E, 9TH nJFANTRY DIVISION 

APO San Francisco 96372 

AVDF-BB-T 1 November 1968 

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division for Period 
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (u) 

TIt.1U: Commanding General 
9th Infantry Division 
ATTN: AVDE-MH 
APO 96370 

TO: ACSFOR 
Dept of the Army 
Washington" DC 20310 

Reference: AR 525-15, dated 26 January 1968 

SECTION I 

Oper~ti()ns: Significant f~ctivities 

1. (C) Introducti·:m: 

a. During the reporting period the 2nd Brir,ade continued offens:hr e operations 
as an integral pcu-t of the Nobile Riverine Force (MRF)o The combined Army-Navy team 
increp.sed the tempo of strike oper8tions directed specifically at destroying the 
enemy" denying him the opportunity to reorganize and raiistribute his personnel and 
resources, Md impei.ing his efforts to launch large scale offensives against Govern": 
ment of Vietnam (GVN) forces and cities within the Mokong Delta.. During this period. 
the MRF conducted 16 tactical operAtions in support of Operct,ion Quyet Chien which 
corimeooed on 4 August 1968. On several occasions" operations were initiated to 
interdict routes of infiltration Md exfiltration, to deny base camps end sc?.fe arcas 
;md to destroy enerrw concentrAtions which posed threats to mejor populated areas. 
All missions AAd tasks" specified and implied, were planned and executed with marked 
professionalism. Close cooperation and coordinrtion between River Assault Flotilla 
One (Task Force 117) and the 2nd Brigade" 9th Infe.ntry Jivision allowed the MitF to 
take mp.xirnum advantp.ge of the combined firepower and mobility provided by the infan­
try battalions Pro river divisions of Task Force 117. Operations w~re ccmucted 

D0.fflGIU\DED AT THREE YEAR INTERVALS 
<J.u1,,'~n..AJ ll"IED AFTER Tv-lEDlE YEARS; 

DOD Dm 5200. 10 _. 
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by' two org~c m.a.:d1!nver battalions of the 2nd Bde, vilile one maneuver battalion 
remained under operatioI).al contt2,l (OPCON) of 9t~ Division Support Commarrl (9th;;~ 
DISC(J{). Twice a Vietnamese Marine battaliOn was atta.ched to the 2nd Bde to giw 
increased canbat power ani greater flexiQg1ty. MaJdmum effort was made to achieve 
close cooperation with Rural Force/Popular. Force (RF /PF) and Anny of Republic of 
Vietnam (ARVN) units and their US advisors. Combined US Forces-Vietnanese Forces 
opera.tions were conducted 'Whenever possible. vihen security missions denied VN forces 
the opportunity to participate as maneuver elements, operations were planned SO as 
to utilize the VN static positions as blocking forces. 

b. Reconnaissance in force (RIF) was the basic comba.t op3ration conducted durin€ 
the reportmg period. Contacts with enemy forces were general1¥ limited to the 
EIlgsgenent of sm61l groups of insurgents. The enemy attempted to avoid decisive 
engagenent ani broke contact whenever possible. Fri-endly grourxl units were fired on 
with small arms, automatic weapons and rocket propelled grenades. Night locatio.,Rs 
were frequently subjected to harassing attacks by mortArs.. The enany devoted col­
siderable effort to ambushing riverine movenents; e'rmored troop C1.'!rriers and assault 
support patrols bo ats were frequently attacked with autometic weapons ani rocket 
propelled grenades. 

c. The MRF was involved in comb?t operntions during the entire reporting period 
with the ex:ception of brief periods of transit and stard downs for maintenance and 
prep<1rations. The 2nd Bde successfully accomplished its mission as a mobile strike 
force and further expanded its operational capability by adding deep lard based 
penetrations to its activities. 

d. Trrtining w?s conducted concurrently with combat operations, during transits 
nnd stard downs, and during perioo.s of land based operations at Dong Tam when bat­
talions were unier OPCON of 9th DISCCM. 

2. (C) Organization: 

a.. The MRF presently consists of the 2nd Bde, 9th Inf Div and Group Alpha of 
River Asstlult Flotilla One. The two oomma.rds are co-equal, and operations are con­
ducted through close coordinat:ion and cooperl!tion. 

b. The 2nd Bde hns three nssigned infantry bl'ttalions: 3rd Battalion 47th 
Infantry, 4th Battalion 47th rnrnntrv and 3rd Battalion 60th Inf<ll1try. Headquarters 
;md Headquarters Company and the three maneuver battalions are organized under the 
Riverine Modified T2.b1e of OrganiZation and Equipnent. The 3rd Battalion 34th 
Artillery is the brigade direct support artillery; this artillery battalion hE'S also 
undergone modifications for adaptation to riverine warfa.re. The 9thInf Div has ;e­

tasked 2nd Bde to provide one maneuver battAlion to omON of 9th DJSCOM. This tik 
is rotated l:lII1ong the three mnneuver battalions on a seni-regular basis. Each ba"'­
talion sperds approximately two months in Dong Tam with 9th DISC OM and approximately 
four months with the 2nd Bde. 

2 
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c. Group Alphc? of River Assault Flotilln. One is composed of FlotilJ.ahead­
quarters and tw river assault squadrons. The squadrons COIl3'ist -of' ,tw:> river div­
isions each. Each river division is capable of providing transportation and direct 
fire support for one ~~euver battalio~ 

d. '!he absence of the third maneuver battalion is compensated by combined oper­
ations with VN forces in the area of operations. 

(1) Operations in Kien Hoa Province are frequently conducted in conjunction 
= with the 10th lJ!.VN Regiment stationed at Ben Tre, province capitaJ... 

(2) During the Vi Thanh Campaign, 30 Ju.ly to 8 August 1968, the 5th Vietncmese 
Marine Battalion was under the OFCON of th e 2nd rue. 

(3) On 15 October 1968 the 3rd Battalion, Vietnamese I'farines, wn.s pln.ced under 
OPCON of th e 2nd Bdo. This n.ttachment continues through the end of the reporting 
period. 

e. The implementation of MRF OPLili 4-68 (Oper:"tion Homestead) on 15 SEptember 
1968 placed the 3rd En 47th Inf in a semipermanent area of responsibility with a 
continuing pacification type mission in Kien Hoa Provineeo This mission required 
augmentation of equipment and personnel. The areas requiring the most augmentation 
where vehicle transportation a.rxl conmunieations equipment and personnel. Operations 
'in Kian Hoa Province have further required that the 2nd Bde also maintain a land 
based forward cormnand post near provinc e headquarters, 

3. (C) Personnel and Administration: 

a. Personnel: 

(1) Unit Strength: The average assigned strongth of major subordinate units 
during the period 1 August - 30 Octob e:r 1968 wns: 

UNIT 
HHC,2i1d Bde 
3rd Bn 47th Inf 
.4th Bn 47th Inf 
.;3rd Bn 60th Inf 

OFF 
30 
42 
31 
35 

D1 
fi"9 
772 
747 
735 

TOTAL 
149 
814 
778 
770 

(2) The field maneuver strength of each infantry battalion was approximately 
three-fifths of its assigned strength. This percentage does not include personnel 
ltlo were involved in administrative requiranents and other matters such as hospital­
ization, details, R&R, leave, transit, sick call; neither are personnel with pro-

/ files and light duties because of wounds included.. To increase the field maneuver 
strength, commanders and their staffs were urged to take aggressive administrative 
action to imrease the number of personnel available for employment in ccmbat. Per­
sonnel having MOOs in the 11 series 'Were removed from headquarters sections and 
plaeed in line units in order to increase the sntrength of the rifle companies .. 
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(3) During the reporting period" there w~e several. changes in the key personnel 
of the Brigade; these were as follows: . .. ... -(a.) Colonel George E. Bland assumed command of the 2nd Bde .. 9th Inf Div, 
replacing Colonel Robert E. Archer, on 6september 1968. . 

(b) mc William F. Ankley assumed oonmand of the 4th Bn 47th W" replacing 
mc L-3.wrence E. Bryan" on 5 August 1968. 

(c) Mejor James B. Walling Jr. assumed the duties of the 2nd Bde 52, replacing 
Major Carl E. Marwitz, on 22 October 1968. 

(4) Casualties as a result of hostile action for the reporting period were: 

UNIT 
.3rd 'Bn""'47th Inf 

MONl'H 
August 
SeptElllber 
October 

4th Bn 47th Inf , Augusy 
September 
October 

3rd Bn 60th Inf August 
September 
October 

~ 
0 

10 
3 

23 
2 
2 

2 
3 
7 

WHA ~ 
1; 0 

23 0 
23 1 

132 0 
35 0 
13 0 

14 0 
~ 0 
29 2 

(5) Total. casualties as a result of hostile action for the reporting period 
weres 

!W! 
52 

b. Administration: 

WHA 
m 

(1) A~ds and Decorations: 

(a) Number of awards and de,corations reoomnended nrrl approved: 

3rd Bn 47th In! 4th Bn 47th In! 
Recom ApPl'vd Recom A}2prvd 

CMH 0 0 0 0 
DSC 0 0 0 0 
SS 5 0 24 16 
LM 0 0 0 0 
DFC 0 0 0 0 
8M 1 0 0 0 
BS(V) 21 12 67 29 
BS . 20 15 .38 15 
ACM(V) 19 12 32 12 
ACM 38 17 190 91 
COG 4 0 0 0 
AM 8 1 184 146 
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(5) As in the past, morale renainoo. extremely high ut the period. 
Excellent living conditions, wetl prepared~bod~and continuous success during combat 
operations contributed toward maintaini~ extremely high state of morale through-

· out the conmand. Throughout the reporting period, Special Services provided a num­
ber of musical programs for the MRP'. This aided considerably in maintaining the 
high state of morale. 3i.rce the mm of the 2nd Bde live on the shi;'!s within the 
MRB, they have little or no opportunity to use the recreational facilities of Deng 
TWl or any other land base areas. Our conStantly changing areas of operation, am 
the fact that ourpersomel are quartered on five different ships, makes it extremely 
difficult for the men to participate in existing conventional recreational programs. 
Due to the. limited recreational facilities aboard the ships of the NRF, this command 
requested the Division Special Services Secti~n to assist in the establishment of a 

· special recreational program for the men. The program, designed to meet the problem~ 
peculiar to our enviroruncnt, has been initiated. By close ooordilU'.tion with the 
Special Services section, a number of recreational itans were obtained for use on 

· the ships. Special shelving was obtained for each of the ships; then a field 
library of approx1ma.tely 1000 volumes was obtained for ench unit. . At the. present 
time, each ship has its oWn system of maintaining records of books on hand. Recre­
ational kits consisting of games and gymnastic equipmmt were aloo purchased for 
each of the battalions. The recreational program is being exparrled continuously and 
in the future should continue to aid in maintaining a high state of morale. One of 
the most effective morale boosters is the monthly visit of the REd Cross girls to 
the MRF. These visits are devoted to playing yarious games with the men, listening 

· to the problems of the troops, ar:d visiting injured men in the hospital areas. The 
Red Cross girls work extremely hard ani thej,r visits are greatly appreciated by the 
men of the 2r.d Bete. 

(6) DurinK..the reporting period the 2nd Bde ex;p~rienced its first tlC" Day .. 
On 21 October f'j68 the convers~on of' all old series Mrc to new serJ.es HPC was 

· accomplished with a minimum of effort.. By close coordination between the Sl, the 
· Headquarters Comp.:my Commander and the Division Finance Office, problem areas were 
quickly el1m.inated and the conversion was cOOlpleted with no delay or hinderance to 
combat opern.tions. 

4. (C) Intelligencel 

a. During the reporting period enemy activities have been primarily those of 
recruiting, reorganizing, resupplying am training. In August the ena:zi.y attempted 
to initiate his third general offensive. While this attempt has not been successful 
indicetions· are that he will continue to initiate such an offensive. Reports indi­
cate that he desires thB.t this third offensive be so timed as to influence the Paris 
peace talks and the general election of the United States in November. Toward the 
end of the last reporting peri od (July 196B) the enany beg~n upgrading many of his 
local guerrillas And district o:>ordinated units and main force units. Upgrading the 
units and recruiting the many replacements required to replace' casualties hF..ve cre­
ated a weakened . enemy structure.' Units are generally untrained and personriel dis­
locatinns Mve created low mrru.e. During this reporting period in theoorthern 
portion of the TAOI the enE!I\Y reorganized from company sized units down to cells 
consisting of three to six men. In the western portion he reorganized. from regi­
mental sizEd, units down to battAlion sized units. In the southern portion his units 
remained unchanred. . The enemy units have lost hard' core cadre personnel and the ._, . 
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individui1l guerrillis disenchC"nted witJl,. th. Viet Gong movement because of th e 
hprdships impose:! by opere.tions, lack of adequate financial support, insufficient 
food, ~nd prolonged absences from their-ramilies. . Agents and prisoners of war con­
tinue to str.te that one of the enemyf s grerctest vulnerabilities is his fear of air­
strikes and artillery fire. 

b. Eneny operrtions have predominently consiste:! of, but h~>ve not been limited 
to, hprassing mortar attacks, ambushes, and sniper activities. He has increased his 
use of sapper engineer and sapper frogmen, who now enploy complex land and water 
explosives which have proven velY effective. The Ben Luc Bridge has been dama.ged 
several times by sappers during this reporting period and an t'.rtillcry barge of the 
3rd Bn 34th Arty was severely damaged at Fire Support Patrol Base (FSPB) David, 
Kien Hoa Province, by an underwater explosion. 

c. Since the 2nd Bde initiated its protracted opera.tions in Kien Hoa Province 
the morale of the enemy forces has reached ~Jl unprecedented low. This is character­
ize:! by the neEl.rly 100% increase in Hoi Chanhs. Some of these Hoi Chanhs have been 
North Vietnamese krmy (INA) cadre assigned to units in Kien Hoa as instructors. 
Prisoner of war reports indicate that the enemy units have suffered a great number 
of casualties and desertions. Further, they are having difficulty recruiting and 
in forcing the local civilians to assist them in their oper<'tions. The 2nd Bde t s 
aggressive thrust into Kien Hoa Province has forced a noticeable change in the ene­
my's tactics and orge.rrl.zation. Ben Tre city, provincial capital of Kien Hoa, had 
been subjected to eight standoff attacks 1-14 September, prior to the 2nd Bde Kien 
Hoa Offensive on 15 September. Since that ti.rne Ben Tre has not received an attack 
by fire. The 516th !1ain Force Battalion has organized a "boat hunter team" mose 
mission is to harass the MRP vessels. They Are usually located in Giong Trcm Dis­
trict and their weapons include 82rmn mortars and rocket propelled grenades. 

d. Hajor movement. trems were primarily from the south zooving north and east. 
Many small hc>rassing operations and scattered minings were used to cover these m::;ve­
menta. The enemy continues to place high priority on propaganda am proselytizing 
aimed at both the US and GVN personnel as well as local civilif'Jls. Incidents aimed 
~t the RevolutL~n~ry Development cadre personnel have also increased. 

e. Inform~tion and intelligence was exchanged liberally between all collection 
agencies and the Bde by mec".ns of liaison offic ers, message traffic und personal 
coordination and liaison. Altrough the exche.nge had previously been satisfactory 
and beneficial, a concentrated effort has ensured an even more harmonious working 
re1etionship among agencies. Significant intelligence information nnd material he,s 
been obtained from the following sources: The 9th Milit(),ry Intelligence Detachment 
in Dong Tam, prisoners of war and GVN syInp"'.thizers, 7th ARVN Division Agent Net, the 
525th Military Intelligence Detachment., field infonnation reports from the Naval 
Intellignece Liaison Office, ::pot reports, intelligence summaries and electronic 
devices. Improved collection efforts have resulted in more timely intelligence and 
has thus resulted in nr>re effective exploitation by the Bde. 
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f. Enemy es ani limitations exhibit 00 reporting period re-
main the same. edns tn~ 'C'e,pabillty 0&,.. coJlrlucting platoon and company sized 
attacks on outposts and viJJ..Ages, as well as battalion sized attacks on district and 
provincial towns and milit?..ry installttiOlI'S: He OM aloo c'Jmuct sta.rrlofflOOrtar 
run rocket harassing attacks. Indications are that infiltretions, proselytizing, 
anr\ resupply activity will continue on a large scale, in a.ddition to the interdiction 
of major lines of communcations. Gaining control of rural papule tions will continue 
to be a priority mission, even though the enemy is present1¥ unable to maintain the 
desired degree of political' and military control. The' enelIW remains vulnerable to 
air attack, massed artillery fire, .?.nd ground oper .... tions. The enemy's possible courses 
of action are recruiting, training and resupply activities, the initietion of ettacks 
in strength against minor targets arrl intensifioo hArassmwt of major linea of com­
municationsand military installations. Attempts to intEnsity the third offensive 
will probably continue. Acts of terrorism and' sabotc.ge will be increased.. Attacks 
on district capitals and local outposts will be increased in. number ru'ld intensity. 

5. (C) Combat Oper?.tions: 

", a. The Bde conductoo Oparntion Quyet Chien from 3 .t~ugust 1968 to the present. 
Separate combat operations in support of Opcrntion Quyet Chien numbered 16; missions 
to be accomplishe1 by these opera.tionswere: 

(1) Destroyine: VC ~in and local force offensive capebility. 

(2) Destroying enEmy training am 'replacanent activities. 

(3) Denying the enany refuge in previously snte areas. 

(4) Denying the eneII\Y access to aOO from major populftion centers. 

/. Significa.nt major opcrctions c~)nducted jn support of Oper-"l.tion Quyet Chien: 

(' (1) Vi Thanh Ce.mpalgn, 30 July-$ August 1968. This operntion was conducted in 

(
. Chuong Thien arrl Kien Hoe Provinces in accordrulce with OPORD 62-68. Forces parti­

cip<,.ting in the operntio n were: HHC, 200 Bde, 4th Bn .47 th In!., 3rd Bn 60th Inf, 5th 

LEn Vietnrunese Marine Corps (VNMC) and 3rd Bn 34th Arty. An nssault helicopter. com­
pan;v (Me) and tw:l troops of air cavalry supported the ground forces. ----

.' . 

(1:'.) On the initial day of the operation both the VNHC and 3rd Bn 60th Inf merle 
heavy contact. At approximately 1600H, while moving to th.eir night loc?tions" the 
two battalions engaged ·n large VC force •. The contRct continued untU nightfr:>Jl. 
The ~.ction resulted in 45 VC KIA and a ]p.rge number of weapons were captured. There 
were tID VNl£ WHA am no US casualties. 

(b) . For the next t'WJ dtW's all three mG'.neuver elanents conducted search oper­
ations within their assigned areas. Three oper~tions were .nrJ.rked by numerous sm.e~l 
cantncts. On 3 August the 4th Bn 47th Inf c")nducted multiple airmobile insertions, 
supported by Co C, 7th Bn 1st Cav" These airmobile operi'tions net ted 25 VC KIA with 
only t W'.) US vlHA. 
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(c) On 4, 5 and 6 August the 3rd fur60th Inf r>nd 5th En VNM:; conducted both 
beach assaults and airmobile 0~er2tions while 4th Bn 47th Inf 8.Cted as FSPB security 
cmd brigade ready reaction force (RRF). The two me.neuver elements made frequent con­
tacts, resulting in 53 VG KIh. 

(d) On 7 August the VNMG Bn returned to Gfm Tho. However the 4th Bn 47th Inf 
end 3rd Bn 60th Inf continued operG.tions through 8 August. 

(e) The Vi Thanh Campaign was significMt from sover.:.U stc::ndpoints: 

1. It was a combined forces operption with the 5th Bn VNHC under OPCON of the 
2nd Bde. 

~. The operation was the first penetrCltion of US Far ces into the U Minh Forest 
region. 

2. The entire 2nd Bde, including loeistics support, WAS In.n'"! bC',soo, with lines 
of communication extending 50 miles to the MRB locc?ted ne.qr GM Tho. 

J±. Enany losses <1.S compe,recl. to friendly losses: 

.§;. Frierrlly losses: 3 US/Vr-..1<C KH1I., 6 US/VNM:: \vHJ... 

:E. Enemy Losses: 249 VG KIA; 18 PW; 278 small ~rms, 24 e.utomt'.tic wep.jYms, one' 
120mm mortar, one 75mm pack howitzer, one 106mm recoilless rifle, 832 hnnd grenades, 
119 mines and one 500 Ib bomb were captured. 

(2) OpcI'?tions conducted urrler OPORD 71-68. This operp.tion in Klen Hoc?. PrOVinC~ 
was conducted to support the establishment of a semipermanent battalion 12nd base in 
the province. The mMeuver elenents were the 3rd En 47th Inf and 4th Bn 47th Inf; 
they were supported by the 3rd Bn 34th Arty. The maneuver elenents c')nducted RIF 

i operr.tions southep.st of the province cRpitul of Ben Tre and ncr th of the Ben Tre 
i\ River. Dp.ylight oper;>tion and night ambushes r.nd patrols provided the security 

. 

required for initial base camp c.-mstruction. li.irmobile insertions, beach assaults 
and Air cavalry reconnaissance were corrlucted for five days. Enen.y losses were: 
64 VG KIA, 30 detainees, 130 bunkers destroyed and numerous snaLl caches of ammu-

l,----- nition, uniforms and field. equipment captured or destroyed. 

c. The implementation of OPLAN lr68 (Operation Homestead) on 15 September 1968 
anned new scope to operetions conducted by the 2nd Bde. To keep constant pressure 
on the VC in Kien Hoa Province, the 3rd Bn 47th Inf Ck1.S been placed in a semiperm­
anent Ipm base in Kien Hoa with a pacificC\.tion mission.. The VG no 10l1£er has a US 
stpnd down period 'Which he can use to reorganize his forces and rest his troops. He 
can no longer use a lull in action to conduct his political e.ctivities, but must 
remain on constant e.lert, keeping his unit moving and/or dispersed at all times. 
The 3rd Bn 47th Inf c:->nducta company sized operCltions daily in their assigned area; 
ench night the nrea is patrolled cmd ambushes are palced at critical points. 
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KIA PW CD DET IND WPN CItBV WPN OOCU- '! UNK AMt'fO STRU RICE BOOBY TRAPS 
658 100 Tf3· m 148 15 56T374lb T266 '6T'1HE 258 884TN 181 

---- 27665SA 
e. Combat Support Activities: 

. (1) Artillery. During the reporting period, the 3rd En 34th J>rty continued its 
direct support role in MRF operdions, anploying its firing batteries from floating 
ba.rges. On several occasbns one firing battery was deployed from Dong Tan Base .. 
For the last 45 days of the period" Battery C has been positionEd at FSPB Claw (vic 
XS62(278) in direct support of the 3rd Bn 47th Inf while conducting Operation Home­
stead. Throuchout the period, the Brigadets 4.2 inch mortars (also mounted on 
bareea) were attached to the 3rd Bn 34th Arty. The 4.2 inch mortl'..r barges travel 
with the 3rd Bn 34th Arty, and their fires are coordinated by the battalion fire 
direction control center in order to ensure the best distribution of fire support 
for all elements of the brigne. The mortars were Employed on counter mortar mis­
sions as well as defensive fires and blocking fires for the infantry battalions. 
&ployment of the mortars in this manner allows the artillery battaUon greater 
flexibility in responding to fire missions. Co-locating the mortars with the artil­
lery presented minimum quadrant elevation problems for the firing batteries. 

(2) Army Aviation. Throughout the period, A:rmy aviation assets were used to \, 
complement the mobility and firepower of the lviRF. Aviation support included air I) 

cava~YI AHC helicopter fire te{llIlS, QOIIlIlran:i and control helicopters" and utility . 
ani cargo he1icoPters for resupp~y. Tactical plans were occasionally modified when· i 

air assets were unavailable or diverted. to other missions. Assault helicotpers ~ 
played a major role in positioning ground forces to block and engaCe the enany; 
ARCs made possible the rapid employment of reaction forces. Air cavalry troops were 
used for reconnaissance and reaction missions. 

(3) Tactical air support. T~.ctical air support to the 2nd Bde was provided 
by the 7th t5 Air Force (US1~). Support provided consisttrl of bQth preplenned and 
immediate airstrikes which were anp~ against enemy forces in the open a.rrl a€ainst 
fortified positions;· airstrikes were also used to ?repare landing beaches. On sev­
eral occasions Spooky gunships flew missions in support of brigade e1anents in con­
tact; on occasion flare ships aloo supported night opera.tions of the brieade. 

(4) NRVal fire support. The organic weapons of the Nc.vy river divisions pro­
vide direct and intlrect fire sUPIX>rt for all water movEments. These fires are 
coordinated with artillery supporting fires. In movements through specified strike 
zone (SSZ) areas, Na.vy elements recon by fire all known and suspected ambush sites. 
Naval fires are included in defensive fires for the MRB; when the MRB is anchored, 
Navy assault support patrol boats (ASPB) fire reconnaissance and harassing am 
interdiction fires. into hostile river banks. Naval gunfire is used in conjunction 
with airstrikes and artillery fires in be.:'\ch preparation missions. On 13 September 
1968 the destroyer USS Dupont supported 200 Bds operation in the Binh Dai Secret 
~ne. This was the first time the UHF anployed gunfire from a ship located at sea • 

. . f. Tactics nnd Techniques. The 2nd Bde anployed five significant new tech­
niques during tms reporting pet'iod: 
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(1) Reentry: This tactic was devised to counter the VC practice of moving into 
en area just evacuated by Free Uorld .Hilitary Forces. An oper,).tion is conductoo in 
a known bC'.se or refuge area. After extensive search for caches, bunker destruction" 
and the elimine.tion of any VC within the area, the friendly unit leaves. When the 
dele~ perio:i, usually 24 h01lrS, expires" the unit, or another friendly unit.. exe­
cutes a rp.pid reentry into the area and conducts offensive operations against VC who 
h:.l.ve infiltrated the area. This type operal:; ion reduces tho advantae;e the VC fain 
from their intelligence network which attempts to guide them to safe areas. 

(2) V.ultiple 't'latermobile Insertions: This tactic is a variation of Eaele 
Float operations. It is conducted over a larger area with the beach:ings more 
widely spaced. and the inland penetrations deeper. The landing force searches and. 
clears the banks, then backloads to continue opert:'.tions. Dete.iled plenn:ing is re­
quired to ensure that the navigational restrictions of low tide do rot prevent deep 
penetrntions on inlDl1d ~.terways. 

(3) Cart \'lheel: The cart wheel tactic is based on recent intelliGence~ h base 
or hub is established in <Jll FSPB near the center of the t<:;,rget area. An airmobile 
for ce reacts to the int ellicenc e by making ins ertions on the perimet er" or rim of 
the wheel. This force Ilk'Ulet.lVers inward townrc. the hub. The base element force 
re2cts when the outer force makes 11 contnct, maneuvering toward the rim. 

(4) Selected nrea screeninG: Selected screeninr; utilizes the principles or 
cordon e.nd search. The tP..rget area is small o.'1d has been umer intensive surveil­
lance for an ext.endErl period of time. When the intelligence input irrlicates a 
lucrative target, the area is sealed off ani all poople within th e cordon n-e 
detained. A large grou..u of National Police (100 is th e opUmum number) conducts the 
search and screen the popul~tion to identify all individuals not loyal to the GVN. 
Ideally, the o;>eration should last a week to allow the National Police adequate time 
to conduct intensive, very detailed screening and searching activities • 

. /"'"" 
.' (5) Earle Cushion: This te.ctical opcrc?ticn employs a joint air C2.valry-air 
cushion vehicle (ACV) task force. It is designed for use in ar0as where heavy 
brush and marshy ground prohibit the insertion of troops by helicopter cmd where 
foot troops c1!.nnot rapidly pursue an enany force because of the slow movenent caused 
by marshy terrain. The eagle cushion tactic is also an idecl ec-ncomy of force 
opi~ration; less mobile forces can be inserted to block the fleeing enemy or rein­
force agmnst a l.:u-ge enemy force. The tactic makes maximum use of the combined 
shock effect of the air cavalry end the speedy air cushion vehicle. Very lightly 
loaded and oquipped troops are mounted on the ACVs; additional <.>mmunition and com­
munications equipment may be carried on the vehicles thanselves. Once a tarGet area 
that is not suitable for airmobile or riverine insertion is selected, the eagle 
cushion task force is assigned the mission of armed reconnaisse~ce of the area. 
The ACVs move through the area, normally Cldj e.cent to a stream, river, or canal, 
making frequent incursions into suspicious locations. The investigati'::ln of suspi­
cious nreas must be persistent, with frequent reinvestigations of the seme area. 
The air ce.valry is operating concurrently, with the missions of observing hostile 
movanmt and sealing off likelr avenues of escape; the cavalry mission also results 
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:Gn a broad area reconnaissance. , one or more ACVS 
may establish a blocking position. The liCVs rapidly close with the enemy; once very 
close conte.ct is gained" troops dism::mnt th'e ACVs end close with the enany force 
using'the vehicles t orr,enic weapons for supporting fire. The cavalry engages the 
enenw, normally on c. flank; the cavalry also attccks stragglers arrl snall bands of 
enenw \\ho have managed to escape the infMtry/ACV assault. The air cover provided 
by the cavnlry serves to alleviate the threat of enemy ambush or flanking attack 
against the frierxlly troops. Close coordination by PH rruUo between the air and 
gr()Und commanders is essential. Once the enEmy is sighted a hasty fire coo'rdination 
line must be establiEhed, Orrurll troops must remain oriented on the ACVs to prevent 
then from beinG erroneously attacked by tho air elanenta. It tho enemy force proves 
tt'lO strong for the task force, it reverts to a fixing force mission and delays the 
enemy until reinforcanents can arrive. 

(, • ( C) Trfl.ining: 

a, Individual and unit training was intensified in areas requiring improvallmt 
as dotennined from an fl.nalysis of shortcomil'lfs detected during combat operntions; 
all combat opor.".tions arc critiqued. Trainine was conducted by the battalions 
afloat during period of transit .lU1d stand downs. Formal classroom instruction and 
weapons zeroin~ and firing were anphasized by the battalions durinB their rotation 
period in Dong Trun. 

b. The brigade continued to place cOIlrnmd emphasis on care and maintenance of 
individual and crew served weapons. Battalion weapons training included zeroing of 
individual weapons and zeroinbl boresirhtil1£ .and f ami.1iDI'i zation firing of all or­
ganic weapons, 

c. other training corrlucted by the battalions included cl;:>.sses on: 

(1) Communications. 

(2) River/stream crossing techniques. 

(3) Fir e end maneuver. 

(4) Prepr.ration of nieht resupply kits. 

(5) SD.fety. 

(6) Land navigation. 

(7) Airmobile operations. 

(8) Menical cvac~tion. 

(9) Perimeter defense. 

(10) Navy customs and courtesy. 
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Section I: Significant OrganizationaJ./Uni t Activities 

1. (C) Introduction: 

a. During the reporting period the 3d Brigade concluded Operation 
TRUalG CWG DINH and participated in two other na.ior operations, qUYET CHIEN 
and TOAN THANG (PHASE n). 

(1) Opera.tion TRUONG cam DINH was conducted during tl-Je period 
23 June - 5 August 1968. The mission of 3d Brirade was to conduct offensive 
operations in Dinh Tuong PrOvince, in close coorrlination with the 7th Irrf"antl"':\'" 
Di vision (ARVN); to locate and destroy VC main and local torce battalions and 
their base areas; to improve securi tv on Hwy 4 and to provide 3ecuri tTfor 
Engineer elements \<lOr~ ng along Hwy 4. The area assl.pnec1 to the 3d Brieade 
during this operation was broken into two AO's, AO Bubble (south of Hwy' 4J 
and AO Darilands (north of Hwy 4). During the conduct of this operation, the 
3d Brigade continued to sur-port the pacifice.tion program, to conduct civil 

/ affairs and to assist IV ARVN COl}lS to upgrade RF/PF forces to a hi{!h level 
of effectiveness. 

(2) Ch 6 August 1968, Operation ~T CHIEN was initiated. qJYET 
CHIm continues a.t this time, however, during the period 20 .~Ul!Ust to 11 Sap ... 
tanber, it was superceded by Operation TOM: 'J}!ANG (PH.\SE II). Operation 
(JJYET CHIEN is ailDed at impairing, neutralizing and destroying VC/NVA capabill tv 
in Dinh Tuong '8l1d Go Cong Provinces by maintaining constant pressure on main 
force VC units, striking into base area.s and interdicting infiltration routes. 
In close cooperation with 7th Infantry Division (ARVN), the 3d Brigade con­
tinues to aeei.et. and to upgrElde RF /PF forces; to upgrade local securi tv and to 
csohl rel;r support and part:i~ipate in Diettrict Intelligence Operations 

Group 4 
OO~'lmRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERV JlLS; 
DI!lCLASSIFIED A¥TEa 12 YEARS. 
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Coordination Centers vtlich aided local authorities in att,!1.cldn.£: VC infrastruc­
ture. In addition; the 3d Brigade 8gfressively support pacificR.tion actlviti~s 

'and revolutionary development in its assigned TAOI's. 

(3) Between 20 August anri 11 September 196~, Operl'.tion qJYET CHIEN 
was interrupted for priority Operntion TOl'.N THt,NG (PHASE II). It was the 
mission of 3d Drlgade to conduct combined offensive operations ., Lon~ .~n 
PrOvince; to seek out and destroy VC/NVf~ units .. Tho were prepA.rinf" for a third 
offensi ve against Saigon. The fact that a third VC/NVA offensive :iid not 
occur is a Eleasure of 3d Brigade's successful c01'1pletion of its assigned 
mission. 

b. During the reportin,-=: period, the 3d Brigade was involved in 92 days 
of combat operations. Training hA.s been conducted whenever ca::J.bat requiranents 
have allowed time. The 3d Drig8.de has established a highly flexible prop.ram of 
instruction for rernedi ""lor refresher training which its units have been con­
ducting during periods of Ilstand domn I This pr0E."r~"'!l has definitely aided 
3d Brigade in maintaining its high stp.te of Ccmbat effectiveness. 

2. (C) Oreanization: 

a. As of the end of the reportifir; period, the 3d Drig('.de h.n.s three 
attached maneuver battalions, 4-39 Infi 5~0 Inf' (prior to 21 October, 1_16 
Inf), and 6-31 Inf. During the reportin~ period, 3d Brig~de also ha0 under 
its operational control 3-39 Inf, TF Starlight and a munber of smaller 
specialized units such as an Air Cushio Vehicle (/lCV) element. D/3-5 Air 
Cavalry Troop has supported 3d Brigade in approximately 40% of its engagements 
for the current re~orting period. Direct artillery support has been provined i 
by 1-11 ArtiUary Battalion. Nomal service units h:we also supDorted the ! 
3d Brigade. A breakdown of orgp.rUznticnal structure is included in Inclosure I 

.1 to Section I. ~ 

b. Changes in the unit disposition of the 3d Drigt\de ".uring the repor-
ting period has resulted in the follol.n.ng ma,;or ore ani zati onal changes: 

(1) 1 st Battalion, 16th Infantry (now 5th Dattali onJ 60th Infantrv): 
en 12 September 1968, 1-16 Inf beceme opcon to the 3d Brigade. On 16 Septan­
ber, 1-16 Inf condu.cted its first combn.t mission under 3d Brig~c1.e. On 
23 Septanber, the 1-16 Inf Bn CP Has estp,blishe(l at FS/PD Moore Vic XS 267506. 
The Bn CP was moved forw·rd to Hy Phuoc Ta,y vic XS 203600, where highlv 
successful operations were carried out ngElinst a battalion size VC force. 
en 16 October, the Dn CP we.s moved forward ae0.in to FS/PE Bull vic viS 9q247A. 
The Bn CP returned to FS/PB Moore on 19 October, moving agpin the following 
day to Dong Tam. On 21 October, 1-16 Inf was redesignated 5-60 Inf. The Bn 
CP returned to FS/PB Moore on 23 October. As of the end of this reportimr 

peri cd 5-60 Inf re."'!lains opcon to 3d Brigade. . . 
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(2) The 3d Dattalion, 39th I nfl1Jltry, with fe'\'1 exceptions, was opcon 
to 3d Brieade from the beginning of the reportin[" period until the 11 th of 
September 1968, When it bec~o opcon to the 1st Brigade. It paxticipated in 
Opera.tions TRUCNG CONG DINH and roAN WA.."JG (PHASE II) a.s well CI.S PArt of 
Oper.'ltion QUYET CHI.ElJ. At the beginning of this reportini! period, 3-)9 Inf 
was opcon to 3d 13:rigade for Operati on TRUONG CONG DINH, operating from Dong 
Tan. into central and. \'19stern Dinh Tuone Provinces~ On 5 August 196~, 3-39 Inf 
began Operation QUYET CHIEN. The 3-.39 Inf CP moved to Nhon Trach vic 
YS 000585, on a August 19M, after whl.ch the battalion bcgrm conducting onera­
tions in Long lm Province. The battalion returned to Dong Te.m on 11 P.utnlst, . 
where it becFlme opcon to Division Artillerv on1~ August for a one-drwperiod, 
retutning to 3d Brigade on 13 August. The battalion returned to Long lm 
Province, establishing a forwnrd CP nt Can Giuoc vic XS ~33725 on 14 Au,~st 19 
On 20 August 1968, Opor0.th'n TO,\N THANG (PHAS:; II) was initiated. Cperaticns 
continued in Long An Province in prep.".ration for n third VC/NVA offensive 
against Saigon. Opetation TOliN TH/\NG (PHASE II) was concluded on 11 September 
1968, c.nd at that time; 3d Battalion, 39th Infantry became opcon to 1 st 
Brigade. 

(3) 4th Dattalion, 39th Infantry (MRF) ,·ras opcon to the 1 at Brigade 
at the beginning of the reportine period. On 9 f.ugust, 4-39 Inf returned to . 
the 3d Brigade which was engaged in Opero. tions QtJYET CHIEN. Utilizing Nha De, 
vic XS 915825, as its base, the 4-39 Inf conducted operations throughout Lon~ 
An Province. !:perations continued on 20 August ""en C1:>eration TOAN WANG 
(PHASE II) was initiated. Upon completion of Operation TOm TH.~G (PHASE II) 
on 11 September, 4-39 Inf becar..e o:',')con to the 199th Infantry Brigade. On 
20 October, 4-39 Inf again became opcon to the 3d Brigade, establishing head-
quarters at FS/PD lY1oore. . 

(4) '!be 6th Dattalion, )1 st Infp.ntry beceI:1e OT"lcon to the 3d Drip,ade 
on 12 September \'hen <:peration qJYET CBIEN was re-initiated following ccrnple­
tion of Operation TO AN THIJITG ("PHASE II). Oper.:1.tions were conducted froM Dong 
Tam. On 15 September, 6-31 Inf hRct e.. b~tta1ion CP and two comp;"\).~ies opcon 
to 2d Brigade. On 23 September, lln CP was relocated to Ced Nua vi c XS 1124~~, 
where it r€r.lcined until 2>1 SepteMber when it l"1oved to C?i De vic x.s 136424. 
6-31 Inf proceeded to Ny Phuoc Tay, vic XS 196595, on 29 September, i\'here 
highly successful oper",ticns were initiated ag?inst a battA.lion size \C 
force on 4 October. On 8 Cbtober, it Moved to forward '!')osi tions in the f'iel(' 
vic \'/S 953530 and Cal De vic XS 130420, where it rcnnins I1S of 23 October. 

c. The resultant impact of organizational chp..nge on the 3d Brigade 
was as follows: 

(1) When limited to two maneuver battalions, the requirement to 
provide static defensive support such as for artillery sites had reduced 
the ability to react in force which is necessary for successful oT1er;1.tions. 
This was evidenced during operations against a VC battalion, 4 - 6 Cbtober, 
lttJen additional forces had to be made opcon e to relieve uni +.s 
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providing static defense for FS/pn Moore (XS 267506) so full Brigade strenpth 
could be brought to bear en the enemy. 

(2) Cp~rationally, the Brigade functions better with three batta­
lions rather than two for several reasons. 

(a) An addi tionel battalion would allo l ." More recuperati vc time 
for line troops and cut down the nUr.lber of casualties sufferinf from il!l1!1er-' 
sian foot and other diseases brought about by excesed ve exposure to the Net, 
muddy and hot environment of the Delta. 

(b) A third b"3.ttaJion would provide C'l. lflrge enough ready 
reaction force to exploit heavy contacts rapidly. 

(c) A third battalion would allow for More overnight 
bushmaster operations. 

3. (C) Personnel and Adcini strFl.ti on: 

a. The strength figures have not ch1U1ged sit::nificantly over the l~st 
reporting period. 

b. Casualties during the reporting period were as follows: 

(1) KHA - 30 
(2) WHA - 266 
(3) OOW - 6 
(4) MIA - 1 
(5) !-fisc - 6 

c. DiSCipline, L.'1.\'1, Order: 

(1) :Uticle 15's imposed - 197 
(2) Sl..ll':1r.'.<:',ry Courts-He.rtial - 4 
(3) Spocial Courts-}fru-tial 13 
(4) General Courts-Martial - 8 (3 tried, 5 pendinr) 

d. MC'intenance of Morale: 

, 

(1) R & R (3-39 Inf, 4-39 Inf, 5-60 Inf, 6-31 Inf, and RHC, 3d Ddc) 

Out of Country 
In Country 

AUTOORIZED 

-4-

677 
188 

UTILIZED 

6t? 
188 
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(2) VC tactics during this ~riod have be""n as follows: 

(a) During the d~y, to stay dis~rsed in small grour~ along 
cane.ls and in the nippa pa. tcms. At night the units co:oe toeather in company 
size el~nts and ~OVb to predesignated locations. 

'(b) When in contact units gooorally break up into· sm9.ll groups 
nirl ~.xtUtrate the area of contact by crawling through ric~ paddies and hiding 
under the grass along the dikes. Occassionally·they tr-,f to exit by SilI:lpan. 
Enemy I:lo~oent :is aL"lost exclusively by Sao.p:ll1 at nit,ht along canals. In fact 
enemy ba.ttalions are prob::lbly l()()% sampan mobile.. Tioe of IilOveI:ll3nt is 
usually betwevn 2000 and 0200 hours. L"lowcent by- foot is usuaJ.ly single rue 
3 to 5 meters bf::tween men. Comp:lnitls: I:love en parallel ans's with one to 
three kilometers' separating CO~.~1es. 

(3) Etlployoant 0 f weapons. He relies .. e inly on B-40 aOO 41 rockets 
and autor.JB.tie wea.pons in l!le~ting engageI:lents arrl seldoIl uses lJOrtar or 
recoilles rines when in contact with U.S. forces. About the only time he usc::s 
mortars is at nigbt when U.S. forces have encircled his positions and are in 
a relatively static position against f'\..xed installa.tions. Th~ indicates that 
he is e:i. ther not proficient in the rapiq enforcemnt of '.:iOrtars for fire 
sup];X)rt, lack of atlllUn1tion or lack of mrl.tablf:: ground to er.1~loy their weapons. 

(4) I~rea.sed eophasis has been placed on targeting units and on 
atteopting to estt'.blish VC ur:~t patterns ~f OOVeL1Snt. In this regard close 
ci)ordination is tlaintained between the 3d Erlgade S2 and thG 9th Division G2. 

c • During the reporting..J.1eriod moderate rainfall predo:.Jinc. ted: with 
seasonal changes begi:ming. 'ihroughout this ~riod trafficahility on all 
prim ry am secondary roads was fair to good. Uthough the water level in 
.t-~ rice paddies offered 60;,1.3 disadvantages to et'ound troops it did not effect 
the movemnt of tracked vehicles to any great d"'aretl. Inundation is common 
in a.llnost aJ.l operational areas in the brigade TAUI in Dinh Tuong Pro vince. 

c. Operational SUIm:lB.ry: --' 
(1) At the beginning of the reporting ~rlai 3d Brigade CP was 

located at Dong TaLl a.m Operation Truong Cong Dinh was being conducted in 
Dinh Tuong Prnvince. At that til:e l 3d Brigade had t'Iltl r.aneuver battalions, 
the 3-39th Infantry and the 4-'9th Infa.ntry. Suprrt Vas provid~d by D/3-5 
Air Cavalry Troop am an Air Cushion Vehicle (AW eler:ent. Oper~tions were 
conducted from 1-5 Aueust 1968. {juring 1-3 August 1968" operations were 
conducted in.AO Mandarin in the soutmastern portion of lla.SIJ Area 470. D/3-5 
Cav conducted reconnaissancQ and People Sniffer operations to devf::lop targets 
in the AO followed by air:r.J.Obile assaults with 3-39 In!. !:n the first twt" days 
of operations, contacts were light, rl:lsulting in 2 ve KIA and 2 VC Pd. In 

the last day of operations, airmobile reconnaissance in foree operations 
resulted in 23 VC KlJA. iluring the period 4-5 August, Kinh Ja Beo Canal 
(IS .3l57-XS 4162) was surveyed by an engineer work party supported by an kCV 
element. Contact occurred when the AVe eleoont was ar:i;)·whed Nsulting in two . 
u.s. WIA. On 5 August Operation Truong Cong Dinh was cQl:lpleted. S01:1e operationl 

"--
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st~tistics are as follows: 

Enemy Personnel Losses: 

VC KIA - 126 

Enemy Equipment Losses: 

Small Am.s: 
Crew-served Weapons: 
Mines/Bobby Traps: 
Rice: 
HE Rounds: 
STJB.ll Arms houma: 
Me1ical SupPlies~ 
Doc\lII¥3nta: 
Structures: 
Foxhol~s: 
Punji Pits: 
Bunkerst 
Saopans: 
Protective Masks: 

10 
3 

16 
I..~/l<)() 1bs 

.3 
2,031 

6 1bs 
16 1bs 

1.33 
79 
7 

1 .. 668 
13' 

1. 

(2) On 6 August 1968, Operation QUTh"'T CHThN was initiated and 
continues at t lis ti:rn.e. The 3d iJrigade Mission is to inlp9.ir, neutralize 
and destroy VC/NVA capability in Dinh Toong and Go Cong Provinces. 'i'he 3d 
crigade CP was at ~ong Tam. 

" ~--~ 

(0.) 6"-8 Aueust 1968: The 3d 3rignda C}, remained at Dong Tall .. 
D and C/3-39 In! and a rifle platoon of D/3-5 Cav conducted eagle flights and 
recon in force operations into east~rn AO Uubble in an area between Dong Tam 
arrl My Tho and both north and south of the Sone Tien Giang .I:Liver. rlesults 
were two VC KIA- arrl one AK-47 captured. --­(b) 8-11 AUGUst 1968: 'J.'he 3d Lirigade CF I:lOved to Nhon Trach vic ( 
IS 003857. Operations WE;lre conducted west of Nhon Trach in AO Stark (Q1) 
(xs 9786). Doth maneuver battalions supported by 0/.3-5 Cay were coomitted J 
throughout this period in aimobUe am. waterborne op3rations. During the 
first two d:1/s of the operation .. ei eht VC Ware killed. iuither action I 

west of AO Shark resulted in one VC KIA and eiieht detainees. LR.t1P activity I 
vic XS 975865 resulted in thret:i VC FW. ~ 

(c) 11-1.3 AUgust 1968: On II August .. 3d :Urigadi::: CP tlOved 
back to Dong Tam. Units of 4-39 Inf conduct a serit;s of Vel~;! successful 
airmobile and waterborne RIF operations in AO Strike (CM) (XS 8665). C/4-39 
In! killed 23 N-' soldiers in six platoon size actions, c~pturing fiv~ FW's 
three AK-501s and five A'K-47' s. D/3-5 Cav ldlled five NvA and .c.ptUNd one 
NVA in operations in the sa!!le AO. 

.. 
-9-
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~ (d) 13.:..17 August 1968: On 13 ~ugust" the 3d .Grigadt;;i CP was 
\ moved to Nha Be vic IS 936799. Airmobile and waterborne assaults and ltIF 
i operations were conducted east e>f Can Giuoc (XS 834725) by 4-39 Inf sup;orted 

by D/3-5 Cav. Operations for 13 August resulted in a total of fourteen VC 
KIA" two deta1ne~s apPl"Elhended and the following eneI:l,Y equip:1ent captured: 
four AK-47 rifles, four SKS rifles, two Chicol:l carbines, two U.S. carbini:ls, 
one RPG la.uncher" a mortar sight and a quantitj' of sI1all ar:::;lS aumo. Durine 

/ 
the latter half of the ~riod.J 3-39 Inf conducttJd searches in the 8!Jl1e vl~in1ty / 

I while 4-39 Inf conducted blocking actiOns, Nsultin(: in eiGht VC KIA and the ~ 
Ltruction of seven Chicom grenade traps. .-----

{e} 17-19 August: On 17 August, the 3d lJrigade CP returned to 
Vone Tam. VurinB thea pt:riodJ footnop,i1e and waterborne lUF .perations were 
conducted in AO LEX) (CM) (XS 6851.). Contact was light dUl'ine tht:! ~riod. On 
18 August a.t 1850 hours a CH-47 lonductine a resupply sortie was hit by Boall 
anna fire slightly woundine the pilot and aborting th& raission. 

(f) 19-20 August: On 19 August" the 3d Drisade CP was 'relocated 
to Dong Son vic (XS 725495). During this period both naneuver battalions 
engaged in RIF operations in AO LEO (CM) (XS 6851)., These operations resulted 
in four vc KDA and the discovery of 144 bunkers which were subsequently destroyed .. 

(g) 20 August to 11 Septenber: Operation Qum CHrn~ was • 
suspended for priority operation TOAN TH.iJlG ( .. HASE II). Details of this 
operation are included in para. S:d. of thiS Nport. ------.1 

(h) II September to 23. Septenber: On 11 Septel:1ber the J..Cie CF 
returned to Dong T!:lm frcr.'1 C:"n Giuoc (XS 825718). Operation QUYET CHlEN' WaS 
was renewed on 12 SepteljOer with 1-16 Int and 6-31 Inf aa :the 3d 0rigade _. 
roneuver battalions, the 3-39 Inf .. m ha.ving been transferred to the 199th 
Infantry Lrigade the d1'\Y previously, Contact was lieht durin.~ the ~riod 
11-1.6 Septenber. At 0130 hours on 15 SepterribE:r, an unknown size VC forces 
propelled four 30 pound satc:tel charges at FSPD MoON vic XS 207506, T!lree 
];:I. nded inside the peri.t:h:;ter with two detonating. One detona tC::ld outside the 
peri!:leter. Two U",S. \IIJ\ resulted. Wavy fire was dL:ected a,:.:ainst tht:: 
suspected ya positions with unknown results. Later that da.r C/1-16 Int 
sustained one U • .:). WIt. fro~l sniper fire. On 17 i::ieJ?t(;)~J.ber both battalions 
conducted airwobile and foo~~bil~ RIF o~rations and riv~rine operations 
in AO Kudzu (eM) (IS 3542) against susfhcted VC : :ortar p:>sitions. NU\7lerous 
contacts were madf::l resulting in 10 VC KIA am. the CCl~ptUru of threE:! rifles. 
On the 19th, oper~tion3S were ~oDducted in two ar=as, OOd north of My Tho 
(Cf1) (XS 5255) and one W~st of Dong Tam. A/3-17 Ci:.v killed ei§ht VC and \ 
captured one AK-47 rifle. On 20 Septe::Jber in AO SleE:: 1.klr (O-i:) (XS 5058), 
A/l.-16 Inf killed one VC and found thI"cle K'Jii.. D ..... ring the operation, a large 
number of booby traps were found resultinc: in seven U.S. lilA .. Operations in 
AO Cowboys on 21 Sepumber with 6-31 Inf sUPlJOrted by D/3-5 Cav, resulted in' 
t~U'ee VC KIt~ {two by D/J-5 Cr;v and on(;l 'oy a lliHP patrol. Una OH-6A be.loneing 

;r 

-10-
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---­to D/3-5 CI'!V was forced down into a canal for :J.echanical reasons. The crew 
e:xcaped without injuries aM tht:l og....6A was ~tracted th~ next day. vn 22 
September, DIl-16 ant reacting to an aabush on ~ 4" suffered three U.S. 
WIA from a VC RPG rourd. 1t:.ter that d:l.J operations were conducted in .AO 
Cowboys and AO Forty-Niners with both battalions resultini in threl::l VC lIDA. 

(i) 23-29 Septt3mber: On 23 Su~tember the 3d uril3ade CJ:> was moved 
to FS/PLJ Moore vic :xs 267506. On 23 September one Hoi Chanh was picked up 
by C/6-3l In! vio .xs 193430. A/l-16 In! killed two VC vic .xs 256529 on 24 
September, while conductin:::; a footo.obile RIF operation. A second VC was 
killed vic .xs 358384 by D/3-5 Cav. On 25 Suptt:jmber in the saI:e vicinity as 
the :::revious day's contact" A/l-16 kllled three ::lore I VC. 0!1 26 September 
operations were conducted with seven companies in' /1.0 s Forty-Niners and Titan. 
/.. heavy contact vic IS 11060 Was &xploited by both bftt~ionB who I';:ncircled a 
VC force killing eigb-t. A sweep of the area the next day r~vE:la1ed six mort;; 
VC KIA dun. n the contact on 26 Septemer. Intelllgnece re }:Orts.. howt:ivo;:r" 
state that VC casualties totaled at les.st 40 VC KIA and JO VC r/IA. 

(j) 29 Septelilber-9 October: Or. 29 September, the 3d Jl:'igade CF 
was relocated to Hy F"buoc Tal vic XS 203000. Operations W...:re centered in 
AO Titan vic (OM) (XS"'160540J where D!J-5 Cow killed seven VC ani captured 
o~ Hoi Cbanh in -'l number of contacts. During the next f'Jur days there Wtlre 
few contacts ani no body count. On 3 Octobe~ .. A/o-3l In! found five sampar.a 
loaded with 30 cases of grenadeB and a large number of mines vi<: IS 09061J .. 
during the conduct of eagle night operations west of 1-1y Phuoc T!;;y. In the 
S~m;l series of saele flights C/6-3l In! captured one rl'i e.nd two dbtainees and 
D/O-5 Cav killed two VC. In LRRP action to the east of MJ fhuoc T:..y, two 
na in forct;; VC soldiers were ca)tured vic IS 233558. Joth were fully equipped 
and one had a Weal'lOn., Heavy co nt;~ct was ~de 4-6 October with the 261 LS i1a.in 
Force VC fr:.ttalbn. Cont<tct WRS :i.nitiated wtren :3/1-16 In! in;:H:,rted into a 
hot L2 vic WS 993567. Heavy anti-aircraft fire downtld two UH-lD. aircraft 
and damaged fiv~ others the 240th A3sault Helicopter CO;.lpany. Another' 
·i6lic.opter fro:':t t:';e compau}, was shot down vic 155 0522, a short t:iJnE, later. 
The COlJIllander, 3d Dr:.gade ins€:rted all his forces into the vic~nity of the 
contact with 20 UHlDI s prov:i. ed 'uy CG" 7th In! Div (A!LVN). Contact continued 
into the night,. On the 5th, the area was searched by 1-16 W, 6-31 In!, and 
D/3-5 C):\v with a r,.sultin·~ body count of 120 VC Kn, eight Hoi Chanhs, and 
one FW. Sore of tbe c:'lptur\iid x::;'3.terial included two couplete 82cn mortars" 
110 mort~r rounds, 89 AK-47 t s, two heavy antinirc~aft macC1~ ~uns and 
82/000 rourds of AK-47 a,.munition. T;~t~ v":tiN list of iteras c):\ptured is 
too extensivb for this r"port, how<:.lver, a 3d 13.,·i:/.o.e after-action report is 
being prepared which will detC'-il tllf:l t..ctlon and the re&Ults of the operation. 
IntelU;f,mce estimates of the operation st"lte that the 261 13 VC u ... tt;~ion is 
nOliI combat ineffective. A ('<.·lia::'le intelligenc€: source has stat~d that only 
48 m..:mb":r8 f"f this vcr\;~ttnlion *1"t; alive at tre end of this actiun. The 
search was conpleted on 6 OCi~o~.lir .. followin, which op::ratiGns were L.litiated 
in AO Halo (C}1) (XS 1)62) 'J t.=l t',;o co ;pl..!..l1it<s of 1-16 In.!.' ::'.nd D /3-5 C':i, v" T:·o 
VC KIA r 3n1ted; one bi D/3-5 Crw and the st:>cond by a UW. Tat. LHH.f:,u.~ 
c~ptured one FW. Durine the operation D/l-16 In£' foul'u:l a. Ii ce cache:1 consistillg 
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~ 50 l001b ba:~ am 17 2001b baes. TillS rice was t:lxtracted and giv&n ~--
( tho:: ~lj Phuc Tay camp cOIJ:Jander. On e October during eagl.\;; flight operations 
I east of 1-1,;." Pl1UOC T:-.y (vic XS 203600), 0/3-5 Q,v, which was supportinc; 6-31 

Inf., nad~ contact eip:ht times, killing 10 VC, <:-:.pturine; two VC, d.:Jt ... ·oying 
5 sampans arxi c.'3.pturing one J.K-47 U.rn pack. Also found was an aI:llllunition c,lchb 
consistin~ or· 58 eases of~rann.dt:3 a::ld 12-BOlb cas€;s of TNT dnd 37 75m.ill ;. ... coili::: 
rifle rounds. 

(t\ 10-11 Octouer: On 10 Octot:er ~ th;; 3d Dri: ,d(:j Cr returned 
to Don - Trun. Durin, tht: fol1owinr:. two d.:>.ys us.intt:>uance and tr:<inin::::: w\:jre 
conduoted. __ 

(1) 12-13 Octo,.;.::r: On 12 Octol.;.Lr, thb 3d brifade CP was 
rolocated to FS/PD Hoore vic XS 2::7506. En~:le f'lieht operations northwest 
of Don\~ T~r.l I!ere corrlucted on 12 October with two conpanies of 1-16 Inf and 
three ca:rpo.nies fron ';'-31 Inf supported by D/3-5 Cav. Ii. h~~vy contact Nsulted 
in vic XS 575409 with four VC KIA. LRRP activity vic XS 575409 resulted in 
four VC KIh. LRRP ~ctivity vic XS 575409 resulted in four nore VC KIA. u/ 
6-31 Inf operating in the field vic XS 1,6534 en, :a.ged and killed threti VC OM 
C'lptured two wel'l.pons, bringine the day's body count to 12 . C KIA. On 13 
October contnct was limited to 1-16 In! \·:hic:l conducted eearch."oper,+..ions 
through a :lur.IDer of objectives wc:st of Don· Tam.· A/l-16 Inf conductin;.; 
operCl.tions to the east of A/1-16 In! killed one VC., cniJtured 'bwo VC and one 
Ak-47 at vic XS .384533. Later, a Hoi Chanh was also c"l.ptcred by Co C. . 
DUring the extr~ction of 0/1-16 Inf, a C1:1-47 was shot down by ~lla:rrJS fire 
which wounded two of the crew,", The CH-47 landed safely and extractt::d under \ 
its own power th..; next dll"'". ~-/ 

" ... ---------- . 

(!i- (c.) 1.4-18 October: On 14 Octol.H::r the 3d Drleade CF was relocate 
to G1.:-'10 Due vic WS 9· $8398. Two VC FWII5 were coptured durine li~ht oontaet on 
14 Octob<3r. Henvy contl'l.ct WA.S .::ade on 15 Odtobt'lr wh(.;n 1-16 Inf, supflort-.:d 
by 0/.3-5 Cav conducted eagle flieht operations in western D1o~ Tuone Province. 

• Seven VC KIA and one VC IW resulted fro:"'l four actions around 'CM) MiS 988488. 
D/J.e5 Ca\r-kllled an additional tour VC, br1neint: the days totals to 12 VC 

I 

I , 

\ 

\ 

m and 4 VC FW. During ait"tlO')ilt:l assault operations in AO Aries (eM) WS 
9453 16 October, 1>./.3-17 Cav :.n sUPJX)zt of 6-31 In! killed 2l VC in seven 
contocts. U'lits of 6-31 In! killed one VC and captured one VC FW. During 
operations, 17 October ~ 1n A( Taurus (CM) WS 9846 ond JiO Libra (OM) viS 
9345. 0/3-.5 C~w supportinp, three coc.panies of )..-16 In!, killed four VC and 
captured three weapol'l'. On 18 Octcber, 1-16 In! supported by 0/3-5 Cav ---. 
conducted airnobile '5.IF operations in western Dinh Tuone :t-rovinee. Two 
VC were kill~ ear1r in the operation vic XS 059453. Heavy conkct occurred 
in the afternoon v!c XS 04085 when a UH-1D from D/3-5 C~v was shot down with 
an aFG roUIJi resul tine in one KL·l and two WIA. Groun1 fire becai:J.e so intense 
ths.t an air rifle platoon froD D/.3-5 Gav which had just inserted, had to be 
extracted. CotlI:lander, 3d Drieade inserted 6-31 1nf to ~xp1oit thtJ contact. 
ani cilled .in arlillery and airstr:ike:J. On 19 October a searc:1 of the nrea 
of cont~?t, Wat5 na.de resulting in a total body count of 4i3 VC lUA, in addition 
to whiO'l ei;::-ht lW f s and eight CivU Defezxi6nts Were captured.. SOr.:le of the 
captu,ed equir,ment included 13 IlK-47's, one 75m I'I:;;coilles3 rifle with siCht ----.-
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and bipod, seven rounds of 75m ar:x:ru.nition, two .45 caliber pistols, 1078 
rubber ~s nasks with c:-,nnisters and 8,.Jar<::: .iXlrts and 200 plast~c lJae type 
~-s nasks. 

(n) 19-25 Q<stober: On 19 Octob<:.;.', the 3d :.lrleude Cl~ Was 
relocated to FS/PD Noore vic XS 267506. Maintenance, traininc:, trqop 
hygiene and administrative activities weN carried out durin;:... the next few 
d~. On 20 Uctober, 4-39 Inf beca.ce opcon to 3d Brigade' for an indefinite 
period. On 21 October 1-16 Inf was desit:;nated 5.:..d0 Inf iJn in ctlrerlonitls at 
Don'" TaIl. The same day, LRRF activit)" vic IS 292401 rt:sul ted in four VC FW IS. 

Eagle flieht and airrnobU~, FiF operations were conducttld on 22 October by 
4-39 Inf supported '.Jy D/.3.,.5, Cay in cuntral DL"1h Tuone Pr.vince. Contact Was 
made by ~ro\lnd troops" but t:,e only body count of the dA.Y went to D/.3-5 Cay 
which kUled five VC In threE) separate enc;a,f?;~ents. On 2.3 Ocatober, both 
b11,shlnaster aRd airmobile HIF operations Wt:l'l;,; conduct(::d. llIP operations w(;:J:'E;t 
conCiucted ~. D /3-5 Cav supported. operations and aF;;ain IJade the only body count; 
kiltin{:' two in ~ridely separated actions. On 24 OctolJer contact was light, 
resultine in one r~ c~ptured. Heavy contact was 'nad~ on 25 October by 5-60 
Inf durin,: 10c['.1 patrols around FS/PJ Mo()re vicXS 267506. 1:./5-60 Inf 
received heavy-'auto;:.atic weapons while patrollin,~ vic XS 314489. Co A 
r3.riaeed to tmp three VC in a hut where they weree.neaged and killed. 

/: JI't':. ;',., {<?} 26 October: On 26 October, the 3d 13rieC'.de Ci-~ 
" 'Done Tam from Giao Duc vic iNS 978398. The'3d .urie:ade is conti.nuing Operation 

Q'lJIZT CHIEN at this time. ~. 

d. Operation TOAN ·Tf.j'ANG (PHA~E III ~a€i::.iirl.U.ated 0700' h~sj ~ [, 
on 20 August 1968 as a prioritJ~ mi$~~oii to provide Saigon With a dt:fense 
against a possible third VC ~ffensiv~. On ,20 j'mgust tht: 3d Jrieade CP was 
mov~d to Can Giuoc vic 18- 825718, from Dong -Son! vic XS 725495 where it rt:tlained 
until the eOf.lpletion, of, Operation' TOt.N Tt-LI.NG (r-H,.S:Z II). 

" .. "" . ,: . ". 

, _ (i}.~: ~ Aueust-IO Septe~er: l'iith the 3d Drigade CP 
relocated to Can Giuoo'v~c'XS ~257.LB~ 'operations began in Long An Province. 
Extensive "l'iverino operations '~~erErQonduct~ by both 3-39 Inf and 4-39 Inf 
LJattalions with'~q~,,:'l.tiv;e ~sults. -On 21 October airmobiltl .IF operatio:~s 
were OJnq·ucted,~iFt .. :easteri;i 'Can Giuoc, resultins in one va K!.J.h. Contact was 
heavier op ,22').Ugust W!len 3-39 Inf conducted RIP operations in tb~ saoe 
region as ~the daY: previous. h. b.Jdy count of four VC KIA resulted during 
the mornins;'s operations. At 13.30 hours vic .xs 8711:>57, C/4-39 Inf joined 
)-39 .Inf in the vicinity of the contact on 23 l .. ucust. J:.. swel::!p of the area 

. cif' cont:'lct revealed 12 VC KIA. On 25 Aueust extensive 21obil,,:;: rive,,:'in~ RIF 
operations weI";:l conducted in 1'1.0 Scarlet .ij.ibbon and AO S01.1th Dixie (CM) 
(XS 7879). In four separ~te contacts" 3-39 Inf killed six VC. w/4-39 Inf 
madl::i c ;ntAct with an esti.r.:u;l. ted VC platoon vic XS 863646, killine eight.,,;. 
In a separate action )]/4-39 Inf discovered 23 Rffi-7 rounds. Durine the 
night, two aobushes rcsulted in thre", VC KL'\., fo:.,' a total of 17 IiC KL .. 
On 27 Au[,;ust, durine the conduct of airmbile lUF opera:t.i.ons in AO 

)111 " Jf!.53 
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SU".tlJEnT: Operational Report-tessons...ra...rned Period Ending 31 OctQ~r 196P 

(RCS/CSFOR-65 tt-1) (u) 

Scarlet Ribbon, C/4-39 Inf found one dead VC. A D/3-5 Cav flir rifle Pl:toon "\ 
ldlltd four more VC in two separate contacts during the o::>erations. Durin/; 
the period 28 August to 1 G::tober, contact was ext,rernely light, th~h a \ 
large number of un:i ts '-Iere committed +'0 operl"l.tions durin" the period. No 
body count was rn.'1de, but a cache of 23 B-40 rockets ~nd otle P$.-47 were 
found. On 2 September, both m:'neuver battalions conducted 'Vroterhorne and 
airmobile assaults in AO Scarlet Ribbon. One VC '.Jas Yilled end three PW's 
captured in a number of separate actions. Operations in .40.0 Scarlet Ribbon 
continued thrOUgh 7 September, with li'-'ht and sporadic contect. A total of 
fi ve VC I\IA and one Pll. On 8 September aim.obile and footmobile RIF ooera­
tions northwest of Can Giuoc vic (XS 826718) resulted in one 1TC ITA and 
one A¥-47 captured. AI3-17 Cav made contp..ct on 10 September vic (IS ~42639) 
and in tl«) separate actions Hlled three VC. Insertions were mad e in tre vi­
cini ty of the contacts but no further body count resulte0. 

(2) 11-12 September: On 11 Septanber the 3d Brigade CP 
returned to Dong Tam. Oper::l.tion TOAN THANG ("HASE II) was successfulb.r 
concluded. ChaIlf':e of unit operational control occurred, wi tn 3-39 Inf 
beccming opcon to 1st Brigade and 4-39 Inf becanint;r opcon to 199th Infantry 
Brigade. Two new battalions were made opcon to 3d Brigade. These were 
1-16 Inf (now 5-60 Inf) and 6-31 Inf. The results of ooerati..on TOAN THANG 
(PHASE II) are as follows: . 

Enemy Personnel Losses: 

VC KIA (BC) 
VC PW 

Enemy Equipment Losses: 

Snall Arms 
Mlnes/booby traps 
Rice 
Grenades 
HE l'ounds 
snall arms r01U'1ds 
Hedical Suppli es 
Documents 
Structures 
FOxholes 
Bunkers 
SampBns 
Gas Masks 
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15 
23 
800 

15 
70 

1271 
101bs 
~~lbs '. 
24 
29 
465 
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TOs CommAJ'lding Gener~l 
9th Infantr.y Division 
A T.l'N s .WDE-ilt 
APO US FOflC3S 96370 

SectiOn 1 Significant Orgnhiz~tion/bbit ~ctivitie8 

1~ (C) Introductions 

a. The mission ot the 3d &tuac1ron, 5th Cnvt-\lry durin~ the renertin~ perier 
tiaS to Cal duct counterinsur:zency 'ooerl!tions by mep.ns of route security, recon­
naissance in force, cordon a.'P1~ s8n.rch, sel\rch an~ cl801\r, and nir:ht I3.mbush killer 
opcrationse S~ecific missions inclu~ed securin~ ~hDlrler ~l\ch And L~ Bard Core, 
the a.ccess rO:->.1 (SkyI<in~ Blvd) frcra ~'1un(Jer PeAch to l-fu I :mll ani! conducting 
no~l cotr.1terinsur~enc;y operations within the arep of opeI""tions. '!he SnUl\dron IS 

Ilctivity w~s chRrp..cterized by work in conjunction with Red.on~l Forces, N::ItionRl 
Polioe Field Forces Jlnd units fran 2d Fde, 1st CavAlry Division (Airmobile) and 
by a vflriety of applica.tion of new tRct~cticAl prinqioles such AS armor-flir 
aS8Qult linkt:.ps; night cordon and sel'l,rch operr>tions and night reconn~dssFince 
in force operAtions. 

I b. During the reporting period the 3d $r.u~,dron, 5th Cavalry \oP.!IS eng~~d 
in operation "Jeb St.ew~ III". 

c. W1ile pArticipating in the above mentioned operation,. the 3d Souadron 
5th Cavalry (-) reID.qined OPCCN to 2d Bie, 1st CPvl"lry Division (Aionoblle). 
Trp D, 3-5 CAV, provided two 011-23 IS for reconnAis~nce ~md commnnd And control 
purposes. The remainder of Trp • rem,q..ined OPCCtl to the 9th Infantry Division 
for the entire reporting period... Co C, 2-34 Armor remained OPCQ! to the 101st 
Airborne Division (Air.mobile). 

d. Tte Snus.dron spent the entire 92 days of thereport1ng period in active 
canbF4t operSitions. Early in October, the Sn.uadron IUSO stFirted prepar.tl.t10ns::f'or 
a move south to rejoin the 9th Infantry Division. Tb:l move WAS scheduled to 
begin on 1 Nov 68, but 'WillS postponed on 27 Oct ~ by order of the COlrog,IACV . ..c!l, 
USARV, when the 1st CRV,ur;y Division (Airmobile) WAS ordered to move south. 
Ibwever, the Souf\.dron did dep~t fram. l'lunder Bepch A.nd took up R new b~se cpmp 
lOCAtion a.t C,q,mp EV?Jl8 (YD5W 22) on 31 Oct 68. 

2. (C) Orgl\nizAtion: 

fl.. The SouFidron's Organizetion remained AS chl\ngedfor the denloyment to 
ICTZ in Feb 68: Trp D relDJ:lined ePeeN to the 9th !nr~ntry Division, but provided 
one 011-23 scout section to the SnuFidron for reconndssance and for comm~nd And 
control 'Purposes. '!he &uAdron received OPCOO of two canp~nies fran the ?d Fde 
with lmits from pll\toon to troop size. Also, D/1-9 C~W, from HQ, 1st CAVAlry 
·LJ1'V1:!r!ar(nrmo15fte"-~~';hqo~~:L.~~~'.c~. 68 

to 5 Oct 68. Co C, 2-34 Amor, stUl ~ttAchedtoths' &:tuadronj remA.ined OPCQJ to 
101st Airborne Division (Airmobile). . 

b. Org~zl"tion Structure, Roster ot Key Personnel p.nd Chprt of ~eD'lY 
Losses are attached ~s inclosures. 

(1) Inclosure 1: Orgp.niz1!ltion structure 
(2) Inclosure 2: Roster of Key Personnel 
(3) Inclosure 3: ll1~t of Enenw Losses 

lXlToJNGRhDED AT 3YR nJTERV,~l·S 
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_~JECT: Oper~tionpl. ort tor Ql1!lrterly, eriod . ..Ending 3'1 oat 6e 

.(Cq/CSFOR-6S) (UIC-WDF2AA) (U) . 

). (U) Personnel AIld AdministrAtion: • 

R. ~s ~eflected on the lpst force st~tus report, this unit current~v cArries 
f\ Cl rRt~ for person.,el. 1his report ~lso reflects thAt 90~ of the TOB 
positions ;tre fUled. by "u~lified personnel, but l8cking in p~"cticpl e:xperience. 

h. ~fiUe in the Sr-w'Idl"OI'l. is hi~h, ~.S evidenced by cons1stAntl.v sunerior 
perfonnRnce in both combAt miesiOQs ~nd AdrtdnistrAtive tAsks. Onlv 7 members of 
the camMnd have been tried by court-marthl, And no personnel were lost l"Y 
disciplinRry Action. 

4. (C) Intelligence: 

R.Th& e~e~ continued to conduct smAll sc~le Rctions, h~r~Bsments 'with 
... 'inines,' sni'Per fire I-md RIIlbushes. 'IheK-8 ~nd the K-IO SPpP8r PAtt1!l1ions moved 

through the 1U'88, presenting' A continuin,Cl; threR.t ,dth1nthe .\0. The V' loCAl 
foroes conduetedharassing'Rctivities with mines And booby trAps A.M '~cted ,AS 
guides for'the mJdn force ·.or NVA units. Enemy moveiIent Also inoluded rice . 
g~thering pfll.~ties ~nd POli.t1Clll.l indoctrinRtion s"u",ds •. EetWeen 20-23 ~UP: 68, 
;:'bl Sou~dron hlild one DlAjor.'contAct with the NVA K-8 &ttlUion. The ACtion is 
. Ciescribed 'in p~~5a of this report~ .. , 

b. Ehem;r u:>ssee: 
(1) Personnel: 

(~) KH~ - 80 
(b) WHfl' - unknown 
(c) PO'.,"; 89 ' . 
(d) Det,qinees.- 30S 

(2) MAteriel,'Ecut'pment AIld FAcilities C~'Ptured: 
, (A) '>leApons: 91 individu~l .Rnd 8 crew served 

(b) ~iti9P: 6;000 rounds of em"ll Anns, ~ l(T'G-2 rounds, 
;34 82mm and 24 60mm rounds; ~r"d 2 106. recoilless rounds.' , 

, . . (c) MunitionS: 45 booby trR.pped grenAdes, 17 booby trapped 
.W~JI'It rvunJo~ 11 mines and:~ lbs explosive ('!NT or 0-4) 

(d) T.J_~ 1l5J'of rice . 
(e) Assorted ~lnt.hin~, field~.Qr.ROO documents AIld medicine. 

c. l-hFlther and TerrAin: During the month of ~UR'Ust;. ,.nd Septeml:-er, the 
waA.thor hAd no simlificRnt effect. ,on· o]"lerlll.tions with the excentidn of A. mAjor 
tloodin2 ~ich. interdicted oper~tione fran 6~11 Sap 1,8. The rnA.10rity of the 
terrp,inin the orerAtionRl AreR of the Snupdral WlIIS lArgely fpvorpb1e to pnno.red 
CAVAlr,v' operl'l~ions. '!he SAnde provided R firm footmg for trpcked vehicles \ 
lIInd lon'! rl'lMe observllltion W'l'IS :possible in most Rre~s. The rice pAddies /::md 
CAAAls in the southern portion of the AO restricted movement sanewillllt, but not \ 
to An ~xtent 'Iohich prohibited suceessf'u1 operAtions •. ·!J.be rOads in the RreR 
provided .rRpid m~ement Rlthough few bridges could supnort tR.nks •. fbwever, 
during the month of October ~. tr""nsition from the Southwest l~nsoon to the . 
Northeast occurecl resulting in an increAse of tyPhoons .Rnd tropiCAl storms. 
Rainta1+ reRebed its ma.:ximwn Rnnual me~ in the I CORPS A.re~ durinll: ~tober. 
The rR.:lns cf.luf!led nOodlng in tl}e entire southern portion ot the 11.0 And the 
rOll'd bet~ l-Amder Ee~ch:·.Nld 1.Z HArd Core bec/'llns· impAssAble •. Ul rivers 
and CAAalsi'!'f8re·crut Of., the~r .b.Rnks; . however, the COR.st ~nd dunes areas were 
not Rffected by floodmg Md· operRtions continued AS usuAl in this nort-ion of 
~~ . 

d. 2ilfbilities and Vulnerp.bilities of the 1i'.nelI\Y'1 ' . 
. ~:":"-.,r . . ~1.1t:ia$'I<",jUMistep~Q,._'p8m['''JStta~~~ , 

size units in ANJ:!s' {1e~r and sometimes within the' SctullldrCll f'S AO g1!lW the enemy 
the cal'e.bil1ti~sor., a.ttACJ,cing T~9-er Be~ch in strenrlh And to'seriously inter­
dict the ro..,d betwe:n: ~'tUnd~l Be~ch IUld tz H~rdCore.· However, the s-,ulIIdrCll's 
combRt 'power" mob11i~y, COlJ!ill.Pnd l"\l1d, controlel"'u1t'1ment 1'Ind its ,qhility to re$$ct 
rRpidly AAd Rf::~~ssi.velytoRJlY situl'-ltion .... virtUAnyeJimin~ted the enemy's 
Rbility to st~!"eor conduct.;"ny u.ltel\ble operAtions within the 11.0. The enell\Y 
hAd tho CA,PAbi11ty to. CQldu~ ~hUBhes, mining oP6I'Atione And rocket or mortAr 
att::l,cks. ' : . 

(2): vUlnsr~~;Ut±e8.: . TheenaJl\1'W1:Is vulnel"Rhle to Ambush, Artillery, 
Air strikes, ground, operl'!t1oi;i, ·l\,ntlt ~et"thl ob3eM'~t.ion •. 
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