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S CONFIDENTIAL

LiDE-3A-T | : | T - 30 dpril 1360
SUZYEGT: Operational Report for Guerte:rly Pariod Endin- 30 April 1°4¢(RC3/CSFOR~ !
65) (UIG - WDFzTO) (U) A , .

AR VST o O SIeET A TO R POR 758 1
BLASTING GAPS TR  FLIZTIROVL 1

comms . 1000 . FLASISROVE. GUIS 2

o IFE . 1.7 .. HozmES TOR FLAETEROTR 3
COLBAT VIRZ . . o 500t .. . . - FLUZTEROMEZ: TETS 3
CameraPovczsS 4 . .. . 1 HAYD OFERATED PGP

£30 FOUC.ES £D VST 7 . I@&ITGES FOR FT 17 30°ES
1:APS: S 5. ~ ASSORTED TGOLS FCR FT

54 (C) m:humgtnia aportlng “‘61‘106 ﬁbh.c VRacé‘ndo&A %r'r*s(e cébtinued

Operstion Quyet Thangz(including Operciion Speady ixpreas) which -8 initieted
on 1 Januaxy 136¢<, : . : T - )

e, DARW MISSICH: The securits wission for deisnse sgainst morter and

racet etiacis on the Dong Tar bose w-s assigneé to the 3-39 Inf-niry at

the veginning of this cuartsr, The 6-31 Infantry assumed tiet nission on ;
7 April ancd continuzs to operate in AD Zudzu at the close of this pariod.
Atheozh tha primery dssion of the iuczu battalion is to conduct seturation

patrols cnd foot mobile reconnaissance in foice operstlons vithin A0 Jdzu,
ozcasionally othe: tas’is ‘such as coidon and search ané limited strile

operertions are assizned. >eh of the area in A0 Judzu has basn under Viet K
Conz influence or, at loant, contested for the post several yesrs. ' The sres -
ts unfe: an accelarated pacification progvrm at this time and many combined f
opexrtions have been succeszsful ‘n =illing oy capturinge locel guerrillas and ‘

communist infrastructure, OContinual sapper ~nC mine/booby trap ectivities
crouné the Dong Tai Lese am vell as incdivect fire st%~-c¢'.8 on tha Cth Division !
wase have caused numorous friencly cczuslties and a coatimied amphasis is
pi cec on taeticel superiority of the arsa. To accomplish this enc, en

a¢citional rifle compiny hes bDaen att-ched(0PCON) to the Kudzu bat-alion,

Acitionally, frecuent multi-battalion cerepe operntions are held to thor-

ouzhly seavch tiw area for werpons sites ond eneiy psrsonvel, ,
i
‘ Page 7
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T Dl AT o ' A 30 April 1963

UZJECT: Opsrationsl ;eport for, Gu. ‘1**tnr1y Pﬂriod un in 30 April 1769(RC3/CSFOR~
65) (UIC - “DFZTO) (U)

15

v

»
:

b, STRLG O?ﬁm_xﬂw St The :cexmn:m% th. e ﬂemeufe" tettelions conduct

air mobils. assaults, mshm:st «r, Recondo chea"ezbo rd, riverine s coidon end
3earzn, night raid,- end. hase. securit> omarations. - Each batt-lion is based
in 2 reletively self sux po; ting #ire sucport brse -nd .usuelly contains its’
operations within the gorernment.district in which it is locatec. The 4«39
Infentry(loceted in Gieo Duc District) operated from Fire Support It e (FSPD)
Dorger tiroughout the.rsporting period.. One compeny wes used primarily as
a nizht ambush coupany(Glevmore Co. ). while the othsr company issions varied

rom ey to dew. The 2-3C ‘Enfan‘trtr(locquad in Cai 3e District) operated from
"SP‘ Sehroede:. (%5 ED I¥ FONCR OF LTC DOLAID ShrCHDER, T4 13°FEIRTALT 1069)
Hrou_,ho"t the cuerter. In addition to conducting air ohile oper*‘"=ms within
1s Recon®s Tzctical Ares of Intorest(T40I), the. 230 Ini‘ant:::y concentrzted
recouueissance in force oper:stions within Cai Je District and developed a
st successful night reid technique using helicopter insertions of re-~inforced
Mifle scuads rzainst onery infrastrveture arecs, The 2-2¢ Inf, nmy(loca.ted
n Cal LaJ‘ Disw:.ct) operatdd fron FSPT ibore. - In sdcition vo vroviding
security for ths Tieconco:-Brigade forwrard-at . oore, the 3-33 conducted :ir notile
strie m:sions en a v-riety of foot mobile recoraissance -in force :issions
“yrouzhout Cai Ley District. . The brisade was supported by various arvy aviastion
alenents ¢aily; one assanit. helicopter -company =nd en-air cavalry toop or teen
provided the air 10obility né aerisl firepowsr for dey ~ir mohile operaiiona,
PNorther, an eiv covalry troop or tean oper-ted olwmoxt Crily to su rovt night
£985°Cll Oper. ‘:‘_cm

. . . o ®
s . i

\ R eRY AT Fo Su ‘;?;“.C: Due to enevy evisive tectics an fra:

\ 2wy m for.e units, the.e heve 'bson fev mrjor comtacts during t is reporting
i pernof. lumenons minor contrets have resulied from tis use of torget acquisi-
i tion devices such as rader, i cavalry,. ~irborrne nersonnel Qetec‘o“s, and

[ .u-.:l.dat oxservztion cevices smplorad in halicopi-rs 'u: "o‘le Azt gazrwit vole,

-mentetion

On 12 igxch, D Company 4-32 Ini-ntry vhile on a night ambush, w:s attacked
] £ b

r :n enswr corpeny, Well plenised o1 .~3.3ry £ires broke up ths anemy assault

¢ accounted for many off -t';ze 22 enemy =illaed.

On 23 Narca, alenents of the 26‘11& rain force Viet Cons, Uetialion stitccked
the nizht ambweh position of a 4-3C compeny. Alth ugh contact -z ?:»:-o".‘.san,
Fodayliant prosuit found and ficed the enery. The sntire 4-3¢ ir 9 inssrted

to coatzin and dastroy ths enezry, Pins1 results of tle contact vsre 167 eneny
1:i111eé,- 3 Fli's captu ‘ed, and mmercus veapons anC documents recoverasd, Ths
'satta)io‘m co.eander usad o ximm TACATR, AWC sunsiiips, endé eriillierr to destroy
tae encircled enez'zf.y*

Continuad & -areanive t etics br the 1st rig-do "ep"c t:e ene. v 077 Lolence
*'1( Cenind hixm ths o nowtmaity Lo rrss his forcan, wuni: wlj,sq fizaf Twoni39 oOX
‘avelone routes o. coit ,Ln..cs.{:lon.
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AVDE-ZA-T CONFI’EN TIAL 30 Apr:n 1949

SU=JTECT: Ope ationa:l Rapo:.t Loz, »;uarterlv Pariod. u...C.."Jl" 30 April 1762 (RCS/CSFOR-
) (P16 - JDFZTO) ) :

S _...,—-—-—'p";”““""‘-~»--.

/ (2) LJ.(:C. R GU’ ”83‘.E SU“J-JI'. During i.nn reportin: period the
folioving ﬂh c.evalry t;oo 28 provided helicoptor gunship support to the
1st| Recondo Frizedes: B- Troop-—3/17 Ce:\r, 4 end C Troops~7/1 Cav, and D Troop-
3/5 Cev. The Axr C:valry, working in A roony wvith:the eir mobile infantry
elepents, h:ve ri2ctly recuced the snery Zorse within Dinh Tuong Frovince.
.tionall:r, the e:L cavelrv has realizeC its full poi tential in the nisht

*“ ttively erecuted ._n t‘le P?.a.in of Keeds area. #
(3) “ACﬂLAu AR asﬁPP‘l,T. .
(a) Pre-pla.m,ad A...r Stri,\es: :
1 Stri 8. Racuested unlk
2 Strisss aporoved 556
3 Diveried Awer - - 21..
14 Divented To :.: - 25
- Btriizes:Deldversd 556
% Geovnd -dhorts L
7 AMip-Abortie o oo i - R
g Alroraft- Util:!.zed ’
F 100 - L5
A 37 : - E
B 57 . 39
, CEC - 20 -
- AR & 10
Q  -Ordnance “Expended Vo
1000 L Somd : ~ nona :
27750 ;- Lb: Bomb - 1620 $
500 Lb Somb o Tl 1478 :
250 Lb.domb . v o -, e 32
fapalm. . - o 0 egd
Rocket 1. ¢s : AL
Cu poﬁs o Y
1o Tar:,ets Bn‘tf*ged ‘
‘Troops in:.contact 50
VC in open ! 17
Dage Caups & Troop. Araas 413 .
River Trafiie o .2
(5) Timsdiate A3 S‘br:i}'es 59
Total Stritez Recuastad unk
Totel Strile: Approved 681
Total Strilk.s Delivered - 601
Totel Ar Aborts 11
Totel Ground Aborts 7
Direrted Awer 27
1 " Diverted To. - 31
v L Peaa 11

CONFIDENTIAL
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- CONFIDENTIAL

AVDE-SA-T - 30 Anril 1769
SULIACT: Operat.;.ona) Rapo;t foi 2 s ‘tarlv Perio¢ Endiny 30 -.pril 1“69(RCS/CSI‘OL§
65) (3:1:0 - ‘JDFZTO) (U) _ , 5%
-‘( ‘ )
(e} Total 3omb Drmage Assessment: e
1 Durs B AR
Des*brc'ad S 531
. -Pamaged - N A
& Sempans : - 3
Destroyed S - 219
Danszed 68
3 Structuses. S
. Destrojed . e - 2T
o Dﬁ.u,s’-’ed T L e 154
e g;r(}onfq,rmad HKBA . e e 113,
- .5 Secondary Exploswona S 32
é Seconda:'v Fires 2'?

(@) & i.otal of- pre-pl*nﬁoﬁ anv i edi te otx ‘strikes were delivered
1} support of the 1st Prigace- durin' t:zo pe;:.od 1 Fab—BO Apr 1'*69.

(4) STRATECIC AIR SU'PPORT' ' )-52 stfri,ke (requestef Yy 4-39 Inf

w3 flown 021130 April 1766, The terget ave: w:s 50351 - £S0348. The resulis
xe: 5§ pilitery str ~ct'ores cegstroved, & nilitery structures cananed,

21, seipens casw;:coyed, 7 sempans dena~ad, 85 bunkers destroyed, 15 huniers
cainazad, The following secondary ef‘ferts were reportad: ZB029455-50ft flsme
~nd 6CCft explosion, “S030468-300ft flame _.nd 500ft explesion, <S020501-300£%
of flame »nd 6COft e*"plos*t‘m. T

S RY

(5) VA4 E‘IRE_SU;*'; CRT: ‘\/A

(6) CiE TCAI- Su.#CkT: Alth - sh :1most dally use a8 mods of ths
airborne persomiel date.tor (People Sniffar), no use of tactical CS vwes repor-
tad. (Quite possibly, - s;all amounts of CS were Cropped by supporting air cevalry
elements OF ground units i 'hu nefauiw results.)

6. (C) TRAI;IZG: = Opera‘ iom 1 coui-ittnents hove restricted training in the
mapeuver baticlions to a ; o ectent; Nefreshar trrining vas conducted on a
wzelrly basis end mspected by commnders and staff revresentativea to insure
that emphacly wes being pl:-ced on comh ¢ tachniouaa as direchod by the Pri-ade
Co jcadar. Lac'.: of forial trainir. schedulas an® reports have in reased the
drount of beweficiel tuaining ond eliminataé the : "ovian fa 33@ reporting
systeire ’ '

CONFIDENTIAL
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WbEgT T T 30 april 1969
SUSJZCT: Oporetionsl. x.eport f’or Qu~rtar7v Period Enc.in 30 April 1“69(RGS/CSI’0R—
65) (UIC - ’IDFZTO) (U) ek : -

7. (U) LOGISTICS: During, the period.of -1 Februa:y through 30 April, the
1st Recondo. Briseds. oper tad in- Dinh Tuong, »:I.nh I‘uonb, Qo Cong and K.’mh
Phung Provinces.. : T » s

a. Supply A1 fsupplies vare dratrn fr:om the 9'bh Division base canp at .-
Dong Tem. Class I~V supplies were dran.from the $th SIT 3attalion while
Cla's V and Cl:ss V-a supplies weve ¢rawn from the 9th Division Ammmition
Office.

Durinﬂ‘ this period, uhrae of the br:L de'a fo’ur bz’ttaliona onea‘ted under
s supply point distribution plan vhile the other. was susta.:med by the wnit
dilstribution plan under the Division Suuport Coimand, - -

Transpor tation for these su'ﬂ ~lies w28 fw:nlahec. by the Di.vi\..ion Transpor-
tion Office supported by Company L, 9th SIT Battalion for truck casets and

tie Division Army Aircraft .ilement for- CH-47 and UH-1D assets.- 1i‘:e-8 boata )

vere supplied by the 1037th Poat Company, Whenever:possible the 1st Brigade
unjts provided their own transportation from their organtc assets.

Durins thie psriod of 13 February through 29 Februery, 4th. S-ttalion 39th
Infantrr wes involved in en’ operation at Moc Hoa, Jien ‘I\:Lonrr Province. Supplies
for this uait were draim from a forirmrd.supvort.element of the Tth ST B:-ttalion
locaved at the lioc Hoa air fi:1d. Class I suplies.were flowm i from Dong Tam
by CB-47 aircraft. Clasa III and V suprylies were flown from Eien Hoaz 2nd Cam _
Ranh Bay W C-130 fized wing eiicraft. Cless IV was flown from Eien Duc air .
fisld at iy Tho by C~123 ant C-7 aiicraft.

b. Support: During th:Ls operet.ioml period the. l1st. Recondo Brisade was
supported by A Company, 15th Enginser Battalion. The Engineers workeéd on the
zensral upsrading of ths lLrisede's three fire support bases; FSS loore, FSE
Schroeder, and FS: Denger, Tn adcition, they worked on projects ot the My
Phuoc Tav rearm/reﬂ el poi.nt, the Lons Dinh tridge, and Highay #4.

Tue brizace rcce:.ved ~ed:u 21 support from & Company, Sth Madical Ii:ttalion
Donz Ten vhils the more serious cosunltics were sent to the 3rd Sursical
spi“e.l also located -t Dong Tam., Dustoff support was provided by the 24%th
licopter Ambulence dstachment. '

"o

[

Graves Ref»:l.stret.;.on st.pport w-s furnished bv Company 4, Gth SET “~ttalion,

_ Company A, St S\.IP Battalion operated the helicop..er rear:/refuel point
at iy Phuoc Tay. This poiat dispenss@ an zveorase of 16,000 sallons of JP-4
daily, :

Page 13
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," AVDE.3B-T 1 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operztional Report of 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division for Period
' Ending 30 4pril 1969, LCS CSPOR-55 (U) »

off and comduct morter and rocket harassing attacks, - This capsbility is limit
as it exnoses him to eirstrikes, srtillery fire amd alectronic surveillance,

e. L comtinuous effort was mede by the 2nd Brigade to coordinate and use
all intelligence sources rvailable, iilVK, Vietnsmese i‘ationzl Police 2nd
Police 3pocial Brench contributed to the :.ntalligence effort in the Brigade Ti.OIl.
2nd Platoon/335th edio Research Unit, Neval Intelligence Lisison Officers #t
Can Tho, My Tho 2md Ben Tre ard from C-2 9th Inf Div,

5. (C) Combat Operstions:

a. The MtF and 2nd Brigede contirue to conduct watermobile, sirmobile,
end footmobile operations predominsntly in Kien Hoz Province with emphasis in
Giong Trom, Truc Cisng, Hem Long, o Cay and Don Nhon Districts,

b, Cordon And search operations snd raids are comducted regulsrly in
close cooperation with 7th [JVN and Dronnciel forces targeted cgainst vC/NIF
infrastructure. -

¢. Incressed support is: provided nrovince and dlstrlct forces a2ssisting
in upgreding RF/PF proficiency omd facilities, O

d. }BAP/IEJCLP/NII'M.P operations have been .intengified resulting in a
significant increase in the quantity and nual:.ty of the 1ntell1gence received
from target hamleta in Iﬁen Hee vaince. :

e. Lines of cmmm1c‘=tion, both civilian and milibarv, have been kapt open
to traffic allowing commerce to increase anpreciably.

f. The VC forces in the province are kent under constant pressure, which
has forced them to meintrin @ wholliy defensive posture, He has not been able to
initicte any sigrﬂ.i‘icant offensive operation other than scattered standoff morter
attacks.

g. VC Lossos: (3,007) KIa

h. Friendly Losses: (49) KIx

i, Coubat Support uct:w:.ties.

(1) ﬁrtillgz. ")urmg the reporting period the Brd Bn BLth 4rty continued
its' direct support role in MAF cberations, e_m:loving its‘ firing batteriea from
floeting barges and rice paddy nl'\tfoms. R

(2) irmy x.vietio*r;. From the period 1 February 1969 - 30 lpril 1949, the
units of the 2nd Brigade conducted ‘372 company sized sirmobile operations, iir

o I""'l ‘\ B
- W*"*“““_,,..“ gL
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AVDE-MH 15 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Beport of 9th Infantry Division for Period BEanding
30 spril 1969, RCS CSPOR-65 (r1) (0)

(3) +4 division olaims dismster procedure was estsblished. Under this pro-
gran settlements of major losses of persmmal property dune to enemy action were
made, with immediate assistance given to individusl soldiers who wished to file

claims for their lost or damaged property.

(4) 7The Manual for Courts-Martial, United States, 1969, became effective
1 Janoary 1969. During this period the Staff Judge Advocate, by staff visits to
gll subordinate units, provided a smooth tranasition from the use of the old man-
ual to the nse of the new manual. In addition, supplies of the new manual were
obtained and distributed in sufficient quantities to all units to enable them to
continue the administration of military justice without undue interruption.

(5) The Chief, Military Affairs, Office of the Staff Judge Advooate, through
utilfzation of the SJA Bulletin, individual counseling, and staff visits to var-
ious units materially contributed to the more expeditious processing of various
administrative actioms such as line of duty investigations, reports of survey, and
investigations by boards of officers.

(6) Initisl studies and preparations were made for the implementation of the
Hilitary Justice dot of 1968, Wwhile this act does not become effective until 1 '
Angust 1969, a great deal of prior planning and coordination, training, myd in- :
struction are necessary due to major changas in military jaustice which will be
effected by the new act.. The SJA in conjunction with commanders, executive of-
ficers, and adjutants of divisional units, prepared a basic plam of implementa- .
tion, made requisitions for new personnel, and trained oourt reporters and legal ;

clerks as neaeded, .

& (c) Intellizence
(1) Discussion

.

(a) General: This reporting period innludes three distinct phases of
eneny activity. The first phase was. a.continuation of a period of increased in=-
filtratiom and build-up shich began Jannary 1969. This phase was terminated on
22 February with the initiation of widespread offensive activity known as the
Post-Tet Offensive. There weras ocomtinning high points of snamy activity mmtil
the end of March. This is generally accepted as the date of the close of the
enemy's Winter-Cempaign which began in early December 1968. The third phase,
which has extended from the beginning of April to the present, conld be classi-
fied as a near stand-down. During this period of decreased contact, agent and
PW/Hoi Chanh reports have indicated that the enemy has entered a period of re-
evaluation and self=aritique for his failpre to achieve established goals.
Indications have been received that the enemy is planning now for another of-
fensive. Since the initiation of discussions in Paris, the enemy has continu-
ally geared his activity toward operatioms having the moat political impact
such as capturing US servioemen, attacking weaker Vietnamese outpasts, con-

5 77
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AVDE-NE L il 15 May 1969
SUBJECT : Operational Raport of 9th Infantw Divin:lan for Period Ending
130 April 1969, BCS csron.65 (Iu) (u)

ducting acts of terrorin, and interdicting eommmication rotrten. During the
firat stage of the Winter-Spring.Campaign in Long .An, it was obvious that the
eneny vas sttempting to lay the ground work for angther atfack on Saigom; and
other population centers within the province.. Theif main objectives were to
tie down US forces and to disrupt successful pacification efforts. The prin-
cipal Communist goal within Dinh Tuong and ‘Kien -Hoa Provinces was to inflict
naximm loeses on-US forces. Some specifically stated objectives were to at-
tack My Tho, Cai Lay, Cai Be, Ben Tre, and Mo Cay cities and to interdict the
"People's Road" (Highway 4).  Captured enemy documents stated the enemy's over-
all objectives within the division TAQI were “to annihilate 60 per cent of the
eneny troops and-destroy 50.per .cemt of the enemy outposis; to liberate half’
of the distriet seats and province.capitals and destroy the remaining half so
that we can eventually control them all." in NIP3SVN message; dated 29 Janu-
ary 1969, urged a strong Winter-Spring Campaign in ordar to strengthen ths -
VC bargaining position at the Paria Pesce Talks. ' Intalligence  1xdisatsd that
the Viet Cong condidered a major military: effort essantial in- oxder to sup~
port his peace delegation in Paris. »

(v) Long in Province: Act:lvity remained relative]; nodera.te duri.ng the
first two weeks of Pebruary with isolated attacks by fire comprising the
eaneny's main effort. However, indicatioms continued to bde received reflect-
ing a major enemy duildup. On 1 and 2 February 1969, the 24 Battalion, 60th
Infantry, made contact with a new infiltration group; the 4010, north of Thu
Thua. The contact resulted in 55 KVA killed; four PWe captured and two Hol
Chanhs, The prisconers stated that thay had been semt to SR-III to reinforce
units for the coming offensive. Enemy aotivity continued to increase and
there appeared to be little question that the enemy was planning a show of
foroe following his self-imposed, though often violated Tet Truce. On the
night of 14 - 15 Pedbruary, the enemy attacked Binh Phuoo with 107mm rockets,
mortars, EPGs, automatic weaspons, and small arms fire which resulted in two
US KTA; 22 US WIA;, and 9 VC KIA. On 19 February a Hoi Chanh rallied to Mili-
tary Advisory Team Rumber 69, He reported that he was the political offioer
for the 6th Battalion of SBR-II and stated that the genaeral offenaive would
begin on 22 February at 2200H, .As predicted; a surge of activity in the form
of intense mortsr and rocket attacks on military inatallations and populatiom
oenters throughout South Vietnam on.the night of 22 -« 23 February marked the
start of the final phase of the Winter-Spring Campaign. The moat significant
attack within the province on that evening was the attack on Tan An City in
which 22 107mn rockets were fired into the city. On 24 February & Hoi Chanh
from the lst long An Battalion stated that his unit's mission was to move
into Saigon and attack the "Y" Bridge. On the following day, 25 February,
eloments of 2-47 Infantry and 6-% Infantry engaged an estimated VC company
approximately five kms SW of Tha Thua resulting in 31 VC KIA, The followirg
weok astivity decreased, but reporta contimued to indiocate that the 24 Iong
in Battalion would move againast Saigon during this offensive period. On
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11 March 1969, approximately 2 kms north of Binh Phuoc, 4/2-47 Inf contagted an
unidentified VC force and killed 20., On 24 February,; C/5-60 Inf apprehended
22 detainees; 10 of whom were classified PW. Three of the PWs were believed
to be from the 2d Long An Battalion; ome from the Dong Phu Battalion, one from
the 901 Sapper Battalion and one from a 220 Battalion. The number of pri-
soners from different units indicated the importance still attached to the
area by the enemy, During the 'first two weeks of March, the ememy continued
to suffer heavy losses while awaiting ordars’ from COSVN to start the final
"Peak or Pulse" of activity. These losses the VC could ill afford. High
ranking members of the main and local force. battalions ware beginning to rally
to the side of the government, a suve sign of deterioration of VC morale. A
key member of the SR-III Rear Services Organization (Moui Hung) was killed
during this period. Large ocachés were unpovared, some ocontaining new weapons
and supplies which forther hampered the VC effort. There were indiocations
that his goals remained the same as before, to make a show of force. Infil-
tration of replacements and supplies continued., On 18 - 19 March, 13 kms
north of VC Island, elements of the 3d Brigade contacted an unknown size unit
attempting: to move along the Bo Bo Canal. into long in. Pollowing this con-
tact; 41 VC bodies littered the battlefield. On 1§ and.18,March, ¥Ws were.
captured from the E-5 and K-4 Battalions;. 1st NV4 Regiment, confiming the
location 'of all three battalions of that unit in Long 4An. On 25 March, ap-
proximatély 7 kms southwest:of Can Duoc, 33 Brigade contacted VC elements of
the 514B Battalion with results.of .22 VC KIA and 1 PW captured. On 3 fpril,

5 kms south of Ben. lus;.the 2d Battalion, 50th ARVE Regiment mada contact with
the K-5 Battalion of the 1st HVA Regiment.. This.contack reaunlted in 36 VC
KIA, Weapons captured ineluded two HPGe, one BEPG-2 RL, ona 12.7 AMG;, and four
AK-478. - Although activity within long 4An greatly. decreased. within the third
period of the quarter; the enemy gave ground reluctantly. On 8 April; the
2-47 Infantry Battalion contacted the K4 Battalion, killing 47 VC/RVA. Pri-
soners of War captured during thik period continued to report that several
SR-1IT and NVA unite were -locat®d within the Gia:Dinn ani icneran-porder area,
however, major mits were reported widely dispersed and attempting to avoid
contact, ‘Between 1 and 18 April, 17 107mm rockaets were captured. The enemy
fired another 18 on US and ARVN positions: On 14 April; the enemy initiated
overt offensive action against allied forces shen the X4 Battalion, lst NVA
Regiment attacked the 4th Battaliom, 50th ARVN Ragiment; killing 18 ARVN and
wounding 22. ARVN and 20 ocivilians. There were subsequent attacks with the

K5 and K6 Battalions on.the 18th and 26th of April respectively, howaver,
enemy. initiated activity decreased notisceably. A4s the raporting period drew
to a close; intelligensce continued to ba reselved which indicated that in-
creased activity has been. schediled. for the period between April and mid-July.
Any mcmaased act:lvity allegedly dagenda on the Paris Peace Talka. )

(o) Dinh Tuong Provinoes Enanr activity decreased slightly in Dinh
Taong during tho firet wek of February Scattsrad contacts throughout the
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province,.during that weak fa.tled to 1ocato na,jm: mw nn.tts, homar, dgcnasnts
captured approximately.10.lkms EW.of Cal Lay on.10 Pebruary providsd information
of planned attacks on Cal Be and Cai lay Distriect Towns, the 514C Battalion being

the major unit mentioned,: . in: "Official Message” from the VC My Tho Cemter, dated v
10 Pebruary, directed all forces in Dinh T to be prepared to atiack My Tho \
and US base camps in Dinh Tuong as follows: il) .To. mortar My Tho and Americsn

bases om 15 and 16 Pebruary; (2) To attack Cat Lay-om 21 Fabroary and other dis-
trict towns on or after that date; and (3) to destroy and kill all GVF and Ameri~
cans. The VC self-imposed truce started an 15-16 February. On 20-21 Fahruary.
Dong Tam had thres separate attacks by fire with anly light friendly casualtias.
~~Then on 22-23 February enemy_offenaive attacks by fire erupied throughout the
province and Division TAOI with Dong Tam and My Tho receiving 84 and 100 rounds »>=
of mortar fire respectively. .According to a Hoi Charh end a PW from the 267B
Battalion, elements of the Dong Thap I and II Regiments, which ware to partici-
pate in an attack on My Tho that night; had their plans diarupted by f{riendly
¢perations, Another PW reported that the 550 Battalion had crossed the My Tho
River into Dinh Tuong and joinmed with tha 5144 and the 263 Battalioms for that
attack. The preemptive operatioms condnoted by the 9th Infantry Division and
the 7th ARVN Division dorth ad northweat: of ¥y Tho are believed to have thwarted
the snemy attacks. - Even as these plans were set aside; however, ihe enemy con-
tinned to resupply and regroup for-further offensive operations, On 6 March '
north of Cai lay contact developed with the 4th Company of the 514C Battalion
and 43 of the enemy were' killed. The lat Brigade continued to press the enemy
an& several oontacts devaeloped which resulted in significant enemy casualties.

. On 11-12 March 1969, ist Brigade contaoted elaments of the 2618 Battalion rear
Thanh Pha Village. Originally this contact was believed to have resulted in 57
VC KI4, but acoording to a priscner of war captured by elements of the Tth ARVN
Division in Aipril, the battalion (wikh a strength of 200) suffered 100 KT4 and
20 WIA and another 20 deserted or were missing., In addition, most of the unit's
hoavy weapons were lost. The mnit reportedly withdrew into Kiea Phong Province
at this time to regroup and recruit new membera, Ainother larg> zontact occorred
on 16 March when 32 VC were killed 6 kms weat of Cai Lay. The 4th Battaliom,
39th Infantry pomded the 2614 mercilesaly on 2324 March. A aweep of the bat-
tle area revealsd over 140 enemy bodies. On 31 Marsh, 11 kms 2ast of the Wagon
Wwheel, the lst Brigada contacted scatisred V¢ elememts and killed 34 of the
enemy. Throughout this period intelligence reports were received which indicated
that the enemy was entering a period of inereased activity and a reorganizatiom
and reevaluation phase. As the month of March drew to a close, it became less
likely that the enemy could initiate a final '"high point" %o ciose out his oan-
paign. Idkewlse, 1t appeared unlikely that a.coming "large scale" Summer Of-
fensive would develop. Mors credible were /gent Reports which indicated a_re-
sumption of "Post May 68" evasive tactics (referred. to as the "fno Decision")
coupled with an ‘attempt to infliet maximum casualiies on US persannel and damage
the GVN's ocause as much as possible, On 9 April 1969, contact was made with ~
the Kien Tuong 504 Battallion.seven kns northwest of My Phuoc Tay which resulted
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in 31 VC'killed, This was the last oontact with a major mit in m.nh Tomg during
the reporting period. One of the most rignificant developments of this period was
the reorganization and realignment of enemy forces, Doooments and PWs canfirmed
the reassignment of the 267B Battalion to the Dong Thap II RBegiment. Although
the exact date of this organization is not lmown, it probably took place early

in Pebruary 1969 in preparation for the Post Tet Offensive (PWs have also re-
ported that the 5140 Provincial Battalion has been apgraded and made part of the
Dong Thap I Regiment however, there is no sorroborating evidence at this time).
Equally significant as to enemy intentions was the consolidation of MB-II artil-
lery units under the Binh Duo Artillery Uni% and the formation of a Binh Dune
front in the Dong Tam area. A simila’ comsolidation was effected by the organ-
ization of the 341 MF Sapper Battalion of MB-II with the 332X, 334X, and 338X
Sapper Cempanies forming subordinate ¢lememts. . The ladk of contacts with major
units and the significantly decreased activity further confirmed reports that
this phase of the offensive was one of a near stand dowm. Enemy forces remained
generally dispersed in company size or smaller units attempting to avoid con-

tact. .

. {(d4) Xien Hoa Province: : As the. first phase of the reporting period began,
reports were received from Kien Hoa that civilian laborars were being forced

to assist the VC units in their pre-offensive movement of supplies. Reports in-
dicated that the 516, 560, and 550.-Battalions and the 550 IF Company would be-
used in an attack on Ben Tre.City. - Mo.Cay wag also raported to be a major tar-
get of the V0, -On 11 .February; a:120 = 200.man mnit.of an NVA Battalion was

- reported four:kms southwest.of-Dong Tam:. A report was reseived which indicated

that the VC were massing for an at$psck scheduled $0 begin before Tet and last
until 29 February. - Ga 20 Pebruary 1969, elements of 3-47 Infantry operating

in northwestern Giong Trom Distrins. sontacted an unidentified enemy force of un-~
known size. Oontack ocontinued for five hours resulting in 9 US KIA, 10 US WHj,
and 90 VC EKTA, - It was later determined that thé contact had bean with the main
body of the 516 Battalion. Interrogation of PWs revealed that the 516 Bat-
talion; on contacting US forces, had been oompletely surprised in its movement
toward Ben Tre for the offensive which was to begin 22-23 February., The 580

IF Company which had come into the area to support the 516h withdrew into its
own area of operatioms (Binh Dai District) because, as a PW later stated, the

* 516 Battalion fled to the west along the Ba lai Biver and another moved to the

southwest in an attempt to avoid the 24 Brigade, 9th Infaniry Division. Re-

ports continued to be received, howaver, that the enemy, with a new front or-
ganization of the 1lat Battle Oroup, was eontinuing plans for the final phase

of the Winter-Spring Offensive. Intelligence reports continued throughout
March to indicate the presence of ‘several new wnits .in Kien Hoa Provinte. The

C66 Artillery Company was one new unit mentioned. - In this area enemy contaot

was at an- all-time lcw; however apcradio ‘contacts continued throughout the area.
Prigoners of War, almost all of whorm were local guerrillas, indioated that a

major attack upon Ben”rre was imninmt; homea:p this attack failed to materialize.
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In Kien goa, as the sesond phase ended arid the th.i.rd began, ton:orisn a.gam be-
cane the major enemy tactic. Ben Tre Gﬂ:y experienced seversl acts of te'rror-
isa during late March 'and ‘early April. "X bomb plinted on’'a Bieycle was dis-
covered by sn ARVN sergeant near the ferce which protected the helipad and C/
1-84 Artillery Headquarters. As the bicycle was thrown ‘into a nearby ditch
it exploded, injuring a small child. later, near the lake in front of the
3econd Brigade Conmmand Post, anothcr bieyolo Joaded with C-4 was fomnd. On
21 March, the 24 Brigade ‘contacted ‘a VC element north of Ben Tre along the
Ba lai River which resulted in 40VCKIA,It is believed that the mmit comtacted
vas the 516 Battalion, On 22 and 24 March 20 Frigada elements contacted VC
elements which resalted in 40" and 17 VC'KIA respectively.” No mit was identi-
fied: As the second phase ended or 31 Haroh, 3-47 Infantry killed 27 VC in
sporadic contacts northeast ‘of Ben Tré near the Ba Lai River, On 9 April 1969,
a command detonated 750 poand bomd mine- exploded anly minates after US ele~
ments pagsed over it an Route 175 in Truc Cisg District, Ko one was injured.
Reports indicated that the enemy would avoid’ contact ‘while continuing his har-
assment against US and GVN forces. After 1 lpril 1969, there were no majozr
units contacted. During the week of 14 ipril intelligence reports wers received
placing the 516 Battalion in Giong Trom District with the mission to harmss
small outposts and disrupt U3 river traffie. On 25 4pril, BF elements moving along

a road in Ham long Distriot were smbushed ’bhun estimated 300 VC, Resulta of
the contact were as follows: 1 US Advisor KIA, 25 BF KIA; 55 RF WI

Priendly losses were one 60mm mortar, 6 radios, and 77 ind.ividual waapcmsa " Bnemy
losses were 14 VC KIA and one machine gun captureds  The enemy oontinned to
choose the place, the tim;.and thamdi&ians af battle,

(e) Go Cong Province: Go Cong Province was relatively quiet at the begin-
ning of the reporting period. Reports were received that the 2638 Battalion and
the 514B Battalion were operating with local forses; with the mission of attack-
ing district capitals and ARVN outposts.. On 22-23 February, Vinh Binh received
22 rounds of 82mm moriar fire. Mortar fire and smsll arms firs ‘a3 well as aubo-
matic weaspons fire were raecsived by numercus PP outposta throughout the pro-
vinos on that night. Thréughout the remainder of February aand the first of
March; reports continued to indicate Hoa Dong District as a principal target
for tha VC, On 21 March six rounds of 82mm mortar agaixn fell on Vinh Binh.
Countermortvar was fired, killing five VC.- Two PWs from the 5148 Provincial
Battalion were captuzed. They stated that the unit was understrength and had
only 150 men. On 8 April 1969,a VC platoon attacked a Popular Forces outpost
at Xom Houng Su (w) resulting In 9 PP killed, four wounded and two Vietnamese
clvilians killed. One of the dead civilians had basen a village chief. On
13 April 1969, 24 Brigads inserted into the Cocomut Grove in Hoa Dang District.
In a series of oantacts; U3 elements accounted for 12 VC KIA. Operations con-
tinued for two days in Hoa Dong District by elements of the 24 Brigade. The
month oclosed without significant enemy offensive operations. The ensmy ocontin-
ued to harass small outposta and ase direot fire veapona against stronger posi-
tions.
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(r), Vinh Binh Province: Elements of the 9th Inrantry Division emtaged
base area 437 on 31 March. This operation was in response to intelligence which
indicated that the 501 and 510 Battalions were refitting and resting for further
operations., Contact which was sporadic and lacked firm identification con-
tinoed through the next few days witheut decisive engagement. Operations eon-
tinned intermittently through April with total estimated 130 body comt. In-
telligence reports continue to indicate that the 501 and 510 Battalions and
several unidentified guerrd#lda units operate in Vinh Binh Province.

(2) ‘Recapitulation

, COMBAT

USTT LAST LOC A7 ION STRENGTH EFFECT IVEHESS
9%h VO Div | R L

271 Regh AW of ﬁAngel'a Wing 1200 MCE

272 Regt Vie of Angel’s \ling 1% - MCB

273% Regt | ’ | Sk‘ of Tay Ninh City - 1}00 CB
1ot Ind Rogt | ‘ - ’

KE4Bn ~  '1° ° 'Wof Rach Ken diiy 30 CE

K5 Bn ) - .Eastem Thu Thaa N 270 MCE

f6Bn Binh Phucs (D) 50 CE
SR-II

2642 Bn Vic of Sugar Cane 275 MCE

6th Bg N of Duc Hog City 275 MCE

267 Bn Southeast of Tra Gu City 225 B

308 Bn Southern Pineappls 275 MOE

269 Bn “N.of Pra Ci City 225 MCE
SR-III ‘ |

1st Bn (506) NV of Rach Kien 250 ‘ WE

24 Bn (508) Long An-Gia Dinh Border 250 CE
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COMBAT
UNTT LAST LOCATICN STRENGPH  ZFFECTIVERESS
SB-III (cont)
Dang Phu Bn Long An-Gia Dinh Border 300 CE
265 Bn SE of Can Giuoc City 200 NB
520 Bn ~ Southern Tan Tru 200 MCE
DINH TUONG PROVINCE
1st Regt Southérn Base Area 470 200 XE
2614 Bn Eastarn Base Area 470 150 MCE
261B Bn K of Cal Lay City 150 MCE
514C Bn (Poss)
24 Regt
263 Bn N of My Tho City 300 CB
5144 Bn NE of My Tho City 200 MCE
2678 Bn EW of My Tho City , 250 MCB
Binh Duc Arty Bn Western Sanm Giang and Ham Lomg (D) 350 cE
GO CONG PROVINCE .
5148 Bz; Go Cong Tri Border Area 156 RCE
KIEN HOA PROVINCE
516 Bn Giong Trom (D) 250 MCR
518 Bn Co sised elements in Kien Hoa 200 MCR
550 Bn SE of Sen Tre City | 200 )E
560 Bn Mo cu' (D) 175 MCE
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¢~v: 1ry traon supmry was used.fof ric.omniizs nes ~nd rescti n :issiofis,

(3) Tactical Air Sumport. Tactical eir support, provided by 7th US:F,
consisted of mreplsmed and immediote airstrikes employed £gainst enemy forces
in the open #2nd in fortified positions, It wes also used to orepare lending
beaches #nd lending zones. "Spocky" gunships flew missions in suvport of brigade
elements in contact. ‘ i

(4) Naval Fire Sumport. The orgenic wermons of the Navy river divisions
orovide direct And indirect fire sumport for all “rater movements., In movements
through ennroved fire arees Navy elements conduct reconnaissance by fire of kmown
and suspected ~mbush sites, Navel gunfire is used in conjunction with #irstrikes
and artillerv fires in beach wnreparstion missions.

f. Tactics and Technicues:

(1) Basic onerational techniques of the 2nd Brigade continue to combine
watermobile and airmobile asgsets to obtain maximum flexibility of mobilitv meens
which provides ¢ cApability of geining contact with enemy forces, regrrdless of
the nsture of the terrsin in which thev hsve established base or operctionel
~reas. Heevy vegetation throughout Lien Hoa Province severely limits sveil-
*bility of saitcble heliconter landing zones and necessitctes fire preperotion
and l-nding suopression of thosc used,

(2) The so-crlled "Jitterbug" technicue of ass-ult helicopter omeraticns,
effective in the delta aress in which vegetation is sperse and limited (22 Smnll
areas, reviires modificetion in the Kien Hrs ~rn, V(G »lemants secking to avoid
contact have the advantage = voconut p-zlm areas ranging in depth end broadth
up to nine kilameters in which to fzll back or go to ground, Such aress rre
not resdily isolsted with svaileble forces.. Thus, following significent air
cavalry sensings, or based on intelligence trrgetting, »l-toon. sized elements |
are inserted over wide (4 km) sreas under compenv control an® conduct extensive
foot reconn iseaice uperations deeo into the vegetation, frtillery cnd air- |
strikes ae¢ used to disrupt cnemy forward of the converging (or cloverleafing)
infartsy elements.

(3) The 2nd Brigede employed threenew t. ctical technicuecs during this
revorting period: o 1

(a) Night Drider: The night raid wrs instituted to provide a rapid mezns
of xnloiring intelligence without committing large forces during periods of
dzuknoss.  The rfid nerty consists of an sirborne C&C element, zssault elements
of up to twelve men, and acrinl fire sunvort elements, U3iF/VNAF "Moonshine”
shins or ~rtillerv nrovide illuminrtion. After idemtification of the terget,
the 2res is illumineted and the asscult clement is immedistely inserted to
close with and mcke comtzct with the enemy., Concurrently, the - erisl support
element screens the ares with the mission of observing hostile movement end
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Camaanding General

9th Infantry Division
aTIHs  AVDE-MH

APO San Francisco 90370

Section I: Significant Organizational/Unit activities
1. (C) Intréduction: '

ae mrlng the reporting periad, the 3rd Brigade continued operations in Lmg
An Province with the Brigade Headquarters located at Tan an. Cperation Toan Thang
(Phase II) was campleted on 16 Fubruary 1969 and the Brigade coumenced Phasa IIT of
Operation Toan Thang on 17 February 1969 and continuad to the end of the reporting
periode Qperation Toan Thang's objective is to canduct aggressive canbined opera-
tias in Long .4n Province, to scek out the enemy in his bhase kreas; to cut his
cammumications and liaison routes and to prevent his stockpiling of men and equip-
ment for the Spring offensive. A measure of Toan Thangis success was that during
the reporting period, the enemy remained in small g‘oups and had not been able to
mount 3 major offensive, :

b. During the reporting period, the 3rd Brigade was involved in 89 days of
cambat operations, Refresher training for the individual soldier and .@iaii units
was copducted during periods of standdown and when combat conditions allowed.

AN

2;? (G} Organizatim:

ds A2 of the end of the repurting period, the Ge Devil P ~igade has. t.hree
maneuver battaiions attached, 2-47 Iaf (M), 260 Inf. end “h: 5.5¢ If. 4/3-17 fav
supported the Brigade through 2% Bebruary 1969, the remuiring supoort thr o* ghmt
the rest of the ”ago:tmg, period was provided by L/3-1% ray., [irect avtillery
suppgart was provided Y the 24 arty, Normal conpat s2rvice suppor® units also
supparted the ~;:r“.g¢.dee, A bieakdomn of the orgunizstional s*iucture is .anl,laed in
Inzlomwre s

GRAIP &4
DOWNGRaISD AT THHREE YisiR INTERYALS
- CLACSTFISD AFTER TWELVE YRARS
DD DLE 5200.10
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