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menced, terminated; or continued during the reporting period. Operation TOAN
THANG II $erminatad on 17 February and Operation TOAN THANG III was initisted
o 18 Pebruary. Ope{.'ation SPEEDY EXPRESS continued ss part of Operation QUYET
THANG , ~

(4) In addition to the above listed operatiomns an element of the 9th Infan-
try Division, the 3d Squadrom, 5th Cavalry, participated in combat operations in
the I Corps Tactical Zone (C.'I.'Z)o The squadron conducted mounted and dismounted
patrols in arcas as designated. Troop D remained at Dong Tam and participated
in missions as assigned by division headquarters.

b. (€) Organization

(1) The 9th Infantry Diviaion reorganized two brigade headquarters, seven
infantry battalions; and two artillery battalions to a Riverine MI'OE comfigura-
tion during the peried July 1968 - November 1968. During the initial period of
the Mobile Riverine Poroe; excellent resulis were achieved--particularly during
TEP 1968, However, the VC progressively adapted their tacties to counteract
riverine operations until in recent months suocess in pure riverine operations
has been significently redaced. At this time, of the seven infantry riverine
battalions, only two are afleat.-:

(2) EBxperiemnce comclusively indicetes that riverins units. cannot conduct
extended land based operatioms withoat additional equipment and persomnel. Con-
versely; standard unita omn condact both riverine operatioms from afloat bases
and land operations without significant problems. Bezause of the reductiom in
operational effectiveness it was considered essential to reorganize the river-
ine onits.

(3) The 9th Infantry Divisiom requested authority to reorganize one bri-
gade headquarters, five infantry battalions, end cne artillery ypatialics *¢ aten-
dard artillery and light infantry MPOE, Although the reorganization has been
approved by COMUSMACV, tabular authority has not been received as of this date.
In the interim the following units are being provisionally reorganized:

113U OFF W0 B &G0

HEY, 3d Bde | 27 4 97 128

6th Bn, 3ist Inf 43 2 875 920

34 Bn, 39th Inf 43 2 875 920

4th Bn, 39th Inf 43 2 8715 920

3 Bn, 47th Inf 43 2 85 920
2
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WIT F W BN xC
5th Bn, 60th Inf 43 2 85 920
1st Bn, 11th Arty 44 3 479 526

(4) Additiomally, Company B (IRP), 50th Infantry has been reorganized as
Company B (Banger), 75th Infantry, under the provisions of USAFP AC GO 66,
dated 27 Jannary 1969. There were no changes to MTOE 07-157R, PAC 3/68,
Strength aaothorization is as fellows:

UNTF CFF w EM AGG
Co B (Ranger) 75th Inf 3 0 115 118

(5) Under the provisions of USARPAC GO 124, dated 13 Pebruary 1969, the
following unit was organized to provide a fourth firing battery for the 24 Bnm,
4th Arty.

URIX OFF wo B! ACG
Btry D, 2d Bn, 4th irty 8 0o 107 115
(6) TUnder provisioms of USARYAC GO 34 dated 16 January 1969, the fol-

l}wing units were updated from the "E" series to "G" series MI'OE 07-167G, PAC
1/68, .

WIT QFF WO @ BM GG
43 Inf P1t (Soout Dog) 1 o 28
45th Inf P1t (Scout Dog) - 1- 0 44 28

(7) Under the provisions of USARPAC GO 43 dated 17 January 1969, the fol-
lowing unit was updated from the "E" series to "G" series MEOE 01-075G, PAC 1/68.

W OFF - WO M M0

9th Avn Ba (Inf Div) A7 5é 318 423

(8) Under the provisions of USARPAC GO 93, dated 31 January 1969, the fol-
lowing unit was updated from the "E" series to the '"G" series MIOE,

NI OFF W BN . A6
33 Sqdn, Sth Cav % 36 963 1049
3 .
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(3) '4 division olaims disauster procedm was established. Under this pro-
gram settlements of major losses of personal property dne to enemy action were
made, with immediate assistance given to individual soldiers who wished to file

claims for their lost or damaged property.

(4) The Manual for Courts-Martial, United States, 1969, became effective
1 Janusry 1969. During this period the Staff Judge idvosate, by staff visits to
all subordinate units, provided a smooth transition from the use of the old man-
ual to the nse of the new manual. In addition, supplies of the new manual were
obtained and distributed in sufficient quentities to all units to enadble thea to
continue the administration of military justice without undue interruption.

(5) The Chief, Military Affairs, Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, through
utilization of the SJA Bulletin, individual counseling, amd staff visits to var-
ious units materially contributed to the more expeditious processing of various
administrative actioms such as line of duty investigations, reports of survey, and
investigations by boards of officers.

(6) Initial studies and preparations were made for the implementation of the
Military Justioce Ast of 1968. While this act does not become effective until 1
Angust 1969, a great deal of prior planning and coordination, training, spd in-
struction are necessary due to major changas in military justioe whioh will be
effected by the new act.. The 3JA in conjunction with commanders, executive of-
ficers, and adjutants of divisional units, prepared a dbasic plan of implementa-
tion, made requisitions for new personnel, and trained court reporters and legal

clerks as needed.
d. (C) Intellizence

(1) Discussion b

(a) General: This reporting period includes three distinct phases of
enemy activity. The first phase was a.continuation of a period of increased in-
filtration and build-up which begen January 1969. This phase was terminated on
22 February with the initiation of videspread offensive activity known as the
Post-Tet Offemsive., There were continning high points of snemy activity until
the end of March, This is generally accepted as the date of the close of the
enexy 's Winter-Cempaign whioch began in early December 1968, The third phase,
which has extended from the beginning of 4pril to the presant, conld be classi-
fied as a near stand-down. During this period of decreased contact, agent and
PW/Hoi Chanh reports have indicated that the enemy has entered a period of re-
evaluation and selfmpritique for his failnre to achieve established goals.
Indications have been received that the enemy is planning now for another of-
fensive, Since the initiation of discussions in Paris, the ememy has continu-
ally geared his activity toward operations having the most political impect
such as capturing US servicemen, attacking weaker Vietnamese oubpasts, con-
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ducting acts of terrorisa, and interdicting mmication routes. During the
firat stage of the Winter-Spring Campaign in Long An, it was ‘cbvious that the
enexy was sttempting to lay the ground work for angthar attack on Saigon, and
other population centers within the provines. Their main objectives were to
tie down US forces and to disrupt suoccessful pacification efforta, The prin-
cipal Communist goal within Dinh Tuomg and Kien Hoa Provinces was to inflict
zaximum losses on US forces. Some specifically stated objectives were to ak-
tack My Tho, Cal Lay, Cai Be, Ben Tre, and Mo Cay cities and to interdict the
"Pacple’'s Road" (Highway 4). Captured enemy doouments stated the enemy's over-
all objectives within the diviaion PACI were  “to annihilate 60 per cent of the
eneny troops and destrqy 50 per .oemt of the emamy outpoets, to liberate half
of the distriet seats and province.capitals and deatroy the remaining half so
that wve om eventually control them all." in NLPSVEN message, dated 29 Janu-
ary 1969, urged a strong Winter-Spring Campaign in order to strengthea the
VC bargaining position at the Pdria Peace Talks, Intalligence indisatsd that
the Viet Cong considered a major military effort essemtial in order to sup-
port his peace delegation in Paria,

(b) Long in Provinces Activity remained relatively moderate during the
first two wecks of Pebruary with isolated attacks by fire comprising the
eneny's main effort. However;, indications oomtinued to be received reflect-
ing a major enemy buildup. On 1 and 2 Pebruary 1969, the 2d Battalion, 60th
Infantry, made omtact with a new infiltration 2rtoup; the 4010, north of Tha
Thua. The contact resulted in 55 NVA killed; fonr PWe captured and two Hoi
Chanhs. The priscners stated that thay had been sent to SR-III to reinforce
wits for the coming offensive., Enemy activity continued to increase and
there appeared to be little question that the enemy was planning a show of
foroe following his self-imposed; though often violated Tet Truce. On the
night of 14 - 15 Pebruary, the enemy attacked Binh Phuoco with 107mm rockets,
mortars, EPGs, automatic weapons, and small arms fire which resulted in two
USKIA; 22 US WIA; and 9 VYC KIA. On 19 Fehruary a Hoi Chanh rallied to Mili-
tary Advisory Team Number 69, He reported that he was the political offiocex
for the &h Battalion of SR-II and stated that the general offensive wonld
begin on 22 Pebruary at 2200H. .As predicted, a surge of activity in the form
of intense mortsr and rocket attacks on military installations and populatiem
centers throughout South Vietnam on the night of 22 - 23 February marked the
start of the final phase of the Winter-Spring Campaign. The most significant
attack within the province on that evening was the attack on Tan An City in
which 22 107Tma rockets were fired into the ocity. On 24 February & Hoi Chanh
from the lst Long An Battalion stated that his unit's mission was to move
into Saigon and attack the "Y" Bridge. On the following day, 25 February,
elements of 2-47 Infantry and 6-31 Infantry engaged an estimated VC company
approximately five kms SW of Thu Thua resulting in 31 VC KIA. The followirg
weok aoctivity decreased; but reports continued to indicate that the 24 Long
in Battalion would move againat Saigon during this offensive period. On
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11 March 1969, approximately 2 kms north of Binh Phuoo, 4/2-47 Inf contacted an
unidentified VC force and killed 20., On 24 February, C/5-60 Inf apprehended
22 detainees; 10 of whom were classified PW. Three of the PWs were believed
to be froe the 2d lLong An Battalion; one from the Dong Phu Baitalion, one from
the 901 Sapper Battalion and one from a 220 Battalicn. The number of pri-
soners from different units indicated the importance still attached to the
area by the enemy. During the first two weeks of March, the enemy comtinuoed
to suffer heavy losses while awaiting orders from COSVN to start the final
"Peak or Pulse" of activity. These losses the YC ocould ill afford. High
ranking members of the main and local force battalions ware beginning to rally
to the side of the govermment, a sure sign of detaerioration of VC morale. A
key member of the SR-III Rear Services Organization (Moul Hung) was killed
during this period. Large caches were unsovared; some containing new weaspons
and supplies which farther hampered the VC effort. There were indicatioms
that his goals remained the same as before; to make a shov of force., Infil-
tration of replacements and supplias continned. On 18 - 19 March, 13 kms
north of VC Island; elements of the 3d Brigade contacted an unknown size unit
attempting to move along the Bo Bo Canal into long An. Following this con-
tact, 41 VC bodies littered the battlefield. On 14 apd. 18,March, ¥'is_were
captured from the K-5 and K-4 Battalions, 1lst NV4 Reginent, confirming the
location of all three battalions of that unit in Long An. On 25 March, ap-
proximatély 7 kms southwest of Can Duoc, 3d Brigade contacted VC elements of
the 514B Battalion with results of 22 VC KIA and 1 PW captured. Om 3 April,

5 kms south of Ben lus, the 24 Battalion, 50th ARVN Regiment mada contact with
the K-5 Battalion of the 1st NVA Begiment. This.contact resulted in 36 VC
EIA, Weapons csptured included two BPGa, ane HPG-2 BL, ane 12.7 AMG; and four
AK-478. Although activity within Long 4in greatly. decreased within the third
period of the quarter, the enemy gave ground reluctantly. On 8 April; the
2-47 Infantry Battalion contacted the K4 Battalion, killing 47 VC/NVa, Pri-
soners of War captured during this period continued to report that several
SR-IIT and NVA units were locatsd within the Gia.Dina anl LongrAn border area,
however, major units were reported widely dispersed and attempting to avoid
contact. Between 1 and 18 fpril, 17 107mm rockets were captured. The ememy
fired another 18 on US and ARVN positioms. On 14 ipril, the enemy initiated
overt offensive action against allied forces when the K4 Battalion, lst HVA
Regiment attacked the 4th Battalion, 50th ARVN Regimemt, killing 18 ARVN and
wounding 22 ARVN and 20 civilians. There were subsequent attacks with the

E5 and K6 Battalions on the 18th and 26th of April respectively, howaever,
enenmy initiated activity decreased notieeably. 4s the reporting period drew
to a close; intelligense continued to ba resceived which indicated that in-
creased activity has been scheduled for the period between April and mid-July.
Any increased aoctivity allegedly dapends on the Paris Peace Talks. ,

(e) Dinh Tuong Province: Enemy activity decreased slightly in Dinh
Tuong during the first week of PFebruary. Scattersd contacts throughout the
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province,during that week failed to locate major enemy mnits, however; dgouments’

captured approximately 10 kms MW of Cal Ley on 10 Pebrnary provided information

of planned attacks on Cai Be and Cai lLay Distriet Towns, the 514C Battalion being

the major unit mentioned. in "QOfficial Message" fram the YC My Tho Center; dated .

10 Fedbruary, directed all forees in Dinh T to be prepared to attack My Tho '

and US base camps in Dinh Tuong as follm:m?].) To moartar My Tho and Amariomn \
bases on 15 and 16 Pebruary; (2) Ta attack Cai lay om 21 Pebruary and other dis-

trict toms cn or after that date; and (3) to destroy and kill all GVN and Ameri-

cans. The VC self-imposed truce started an 15-16 February. On 20-21 February

Dong Tam had three separate attacka by fire with anly light friaendly casunaltiss.

-Then on 22-23 February enemy_offensive attacks by fire erupted throughout the

provinoce and Division TAOI with Dong Tam and My Tho receiving 84 and 100 rounds - —
of mortar fire respectively. According to a Hoi Chanh and a PW from the 267B
Battalion, elements of the Dong Thap I and II Regimemta; which ware to partici-
pate in an attack on My Tho that night; had their plans disrupted by friendly
¢oporations. Another PW reported that the 550 Battalian had crossed the My Tho
River into Dinh Tuong and joinmed with the 5144 and the 263 Battalions for that
attack. The preemptive operatioms condnsted by the 9th Infaniry Division and

the 7th ARVN Division ¥orth and morthwest of My Tho are believed to have thwarted
the enemy atiacks. DEven as these plans were set aside, however, the anemy con-
tinned to resupply and regroup for further offensive operations., On 6 March
north of Cai lay contact developed with the 4th Company of the 514C Battaliom

and 43 of the enemy were killed. The lat Brigade continued to press the enemy
and several contacts devaeloped which resulted in significant enemy casualties.

On 11-12 March 1969, ist Brigade contacted elements of the 2613 Battalion near

Thanh Phu Village. Originally this comtast was believed to have resulted in 57

VC KI4, but acoording to a prisoner of war captured by elements of the 7th ARVN
Division in April, the battalion (with a strength of 200) suffered 100 KIA and

20 WIA and another 20 deserted or were missing. In addition;, most of the unit's
hoavy weaspons were lost. The unit reportedly withdrew into Kiea Phong Province
at this time to regroup and recruit new membera, Anothar larg> contact occurred
on 16 March when 32 VC were killed 6 kms weat of Cai Lay. The 4%h Battal. om,
39th Infantry pounded the 2614 mercilesaly on 23-24 Marah, A sweep of the bat-
tle area revealed over 140 enemy bodies. On 31 March, 11 kms 2ast of the Wagon
Wheel, the lst Brigade contacted scattered V¢ elememte and killed 34 of the
enemy. Throughout this period intelligenoe reports ware received which indlcated
that the enemy was entering a period of inereased activity and a reorganizatiom
and regvaluation phase. As the month of March drsw t¢ a close, it became less
likely that the enemy could initiate a final "high point" %0 ciose out his can-
paign. Ildikewise; it appearsd unlikely that a coming "large scale” Summer Of-
fensive would develop. Mors eredidble were Agent Reports which indicated a_re-
sumption of "Post May 68" evasive tackics (referred to as tha "Puc Dacision")
coupled with an attempt to Infliet maximum casualiies on US peraannsl and damage
the GVE's cause as much as possible. On 9 April 1969, contact was made with ~
the Kien Tuong 504 Battalion .seven kms northwest of My Phuooc Tay which resulted
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in 31 VC 'killed. This was the last cmtact with a major unit in Dinh Toeng during
the reporting period. One of the most aignificant developments of this period was
the reorganization and realignment of enemy forces. Doouments and P¥s canfirmed
the reassignaent of the 267B Battalion to the Dong Thap II Hegiment. Although
the exact date of this organization is not known, it probably took place early

in Pebruary 1969 in preparation for the Post Tet Offensive (PWs have also re-
ported that the 5140 Previnoial Battalion has been mpgraded and made part of the
Dong Thap I Regiment] however, there is no ecrroborating evidence at this tims).
Bqually significant as to enemy intentions was the comsolidation of MB-II artil-
lery units under the Binh Duc Artillery Uni% and the formation of a Binh Dus
front in the Dong Tam area. 4 similaf emsolidation wvas effected by the organ-
ization of the 341 MF Sapper Battalion of MB-II with the 332X, 334X, and 338X
Sapper Cempanies forming subordinate ¢lememts. The ladk of contacts with major
mits and the significantly decreased activity further confirmed reports that
this phase of the offensive was one of a near stand dowm. ZHnemy forces remained
ganerally dispersed in company sise or smaller units attempting to avoeid con-
tact,

. (d) Kien Hoa Province: - As the firss phase of the reporting period begam,
reports were Teceived from Kien Hoa that civilian laborars were being forced
to assist the VC units in their pre-offensive movement of supplies. Reports in-
dicated that the 516, 560, and 550 Battalions and the 550 IF Company would be-
used in an attack om Ben Tre City. Mo Cay was also réported to be a major tar-
get of the VC. On 11 February, a 120 = 200 man unit of an NVA Battalion was
reported four kms southwest of Dong Tam. A report was reseived which indicated
that the VC were massing for an at$pck scheduled to begin before Tet and last
until 29 Pebruary. On 20 Pebruary 1969, elements of 3-47 Infantry operaijing
in northwestern Gieng Trom Distriss sontacted an unidentified enemy foroe of un-
known size., Contacs continued for five hours resulting in 9 US KIA, 10 US WHA,
and 90 VC EIA. It was later dotermined that the contact had been with the main
body of the 516 Battalion. Interrogation of PWs revealed that the 516 Bat-
talion; on contacting US forces, had been oompletely surprised in its aovemant
toward Ben Tre for the offensive which was to begin 22-23 February. The 580
IP Company which had come into the area to support the 5160 withdrew into iés
own area of cperations (Binh Dai Distriot) because, as a PW later stated, the

" 516 Battalion fled to the west along the Ba lai River and another moved to the

southwest in an attempt to avoid the 24 Brigade; 9th Infantry Division. Re-

ports continued to be received, however, that the enemy, with a new front or-
ganization of the lat Battle Group, was oontinuing plans for the final phase

of the Winter-Spring Offensive. Intelligemce reports continued throughout
March to indicate the presence of several new units in Kien Hoa Province. The

Cé6 Artillery Company was one now unit mentioned. In this area enemy oontact

at an all-time lows however sporadic contacts continned throughout the area.

Prisoners of War, almost all of whom were local guerrillas, indicated that a

major attack upon Ben Tre was imminent; however, this attack failed to materialize.
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In Kien Joa, as the seoond phase ended aid the third begam, terrorisa aggf.in be-
oane the major enemy tactic. Ben Tre City experiemnced seversl acts of terror-
isa daring late March and early fpril. A bomd planted on a Biaycle was dis-
covered by an iRVN sergeant near the fenoe which protected the helipad and C/
1.84 Artillery Headquarters. As the bicycle was thrown into a neatby ditch

it exploded; injuring a small child. later, near the lake in front of the
S3econd Brigade Conmand Post, another bicyola loaded with C-4 was fommd, On

21 March, the 24 Brigade contacted a VC element north of Bem Tre almg the

Ba lai River which rasulted in 40VCKIA.It is belioved that the unit cotaoted
vas the 516 Battalion. On 22 end 24 March 24 Brigadé elememnts contacted VC
elements which resulted in 40 and 17 VC KIA respectively. No wunit was idemti-
fied. As the second phase ended on 31 March; 3-47 Infantry killed 27 VC in
sporadic contacts northeast of Ben Tre near the Ba lai River. On 9 April 1969,
a command detonated 750 poind bomd mine exploded anly ninatess after US ele-
menta pagsed over it an Route 175 in Truc Giag District, Ko omme was injured.
Reports indicated that the enemy would avoid contact while eontinuing his har-
assment against US and GVN forces., After 1 April 1969, there were no major
units contacted. During the week of 14 ipril intelligence reparts were received
placing the 516 Battalion in Giong Trom District with the mission to harass
amall outposts and disrupt US river traffic. Om 25 April, BF elements moving along

a road in Ham long District were ambushed bﬁm estimated 300 V0. Results of
the ocontact were as follows: 1 US Advisor KIA, 25 BRF KIA, 55 RF WwIa,

Friendly losses were one 60mm mortar, 6 radios, and 37. individual wespons. Dnemy
loases were 14 VC KIA and ome machine gun captured. Tha enemy continued to
choose the plaoce, the tine. md.tM‘mdiﬁm aof battle.

(e) Go Cong Province: Go Cong Province was Telatively quiet at the begin-
ning of the reporting period. Reports were received that the 2638 Battalion and
the 5148 Battalion were operating with local forces, with the mission of attacke
ing district capitals and ARVN outposts. On 22-23 February, Vinn Binh received
22 rounds of 82mm mortar {ire. MNortar fire and small arms firs as well as suto-
matic weapons fire were received by numerous PF outposis throughout the pro-
vinos on that night. Thréughout the remainder of February and the first of
March; reports continued to indicate Hoa Dong Distriet as a principal target
for tha V. On 21 March six romds of 82mm mortar again fell on Vinh Binh,
Countermortar was fired; killing five VC. Two PWs from the 514B Provincial
Battalion were captured. They stated that the unit was understrength and had
only 150 men. On 8 April 1969,3 VC platoon attacked a Popular Forces outpost
at Xom Houng Su (w) resulting in 9 PP killed; four wounded and two Vietnamese
civiliana killed. One of the dead civilians had been a villags chief. On
13 spril 1969, 24 Brigade inserted into the Coconut Grove in Hoa Dong Distriet.
In a series of comtacts, U3 elements asccounted for 12 VC KIA, Operatioms con-
tinued for two days in Hoa Dong District by clements of the 24 Brigade. The
month clogsed without significant enemy offensive operations. The enemy contin-
ued to harass small outposts and ume direct fire wespons against stronger posi-
tions,
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(f) Vink Binh Province: Elements of the 9th Infantry Divisiom entaged
base area 457 on 31 March. This operation was in response to intelligence which
indicated that the 501 and 510 Battalions were refitting and resting for further
operations. Contagt which was sporadic and lacked firm identifisation con-
tinued through the next few days witheut decisive engagement. Operations con-
tinoneéd intermittently through April with tatal estimated 130 body count. In-
telligence reports continue to indicate that the 501 and 510 Battalions and
several unidentified guery@lla units operate in Vinh Binh Province.

(2) Recapitulation

coMB AT

UNIT LAST LOC ATION STRENGTH EFFECT IVENESS
9%h VC Div A o

271 Regh ¥V of ingel's Wing 1200 CE

272 Regt Vie of Angel's Wing 1250 MCE

273 Regt SW of Tay Ninh City 1300 CE
1st Ind Regt |

K4 Bn W of Rach Efen City 320 CE

K5 Ba Bastern Thu Thaa 270 MCE

X6 Bn Binh Phuoe (D) 30 cE
SR-II

2642 Bn Viec of Sngar Cane 275 MCE

6th Bn § of Duc Hoa City 275 MCE

267 Bn Southeast of Tra Cu City 225 ME

308 Bn Southern Pineapple 275 MCE

269 Bn “¥ of Tra Cu City 225 MCE
SR-IIT |

1st Bn (506) §W of Rach Kien 250 ‘ E

2d Bn (508) Long An-Gia Dinh Border 250 CE
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coMB £
URIT LAST LOCLION STRENGFH  ZFFECT IVEBESS
SR-III (cont) N
Dong Phu Bn Long in-Gia Dinh Border 300 CE \
265 Bn S8 of Can Gimoo City 200 E
520 Bn - Southern Tan Tru 200 MCE
DINE TTUONG PROVINCE
1st Regt Southern Base Area 470 200 KB
2614 Bn Bastern Base Area 470 150 NCE
261B Bn B of Cal lay City 150 MCE
514C Bn (Poss)
2d Regt
263 Bn N of My Tho City 00 CE
5144 Bn NE of My Tho City 200 XCE
267B Bn EW of My Tho City 250 MCE
Binh Duc Arty Bn Western Sam Giang and Ham Long (D) 350 CE
GO CONG PROVINCE -
5148 Bn Go Cong Tri Border Airea 150 . RCE
KIEN HOA PROVINCE
516 Bn Giong Trom (D) ' 250 +} ]
518 Bn Co sised elenents in Kien Hoa 200 MCB
550 Bn ‘ SE of Ben Tre City | 200 XE
560 Bn Mo Cay (D) 175 MCE
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