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SECTION 1 

Significant Organizational/Unit Activities 

1. (C) I Nl'ltOroCT ION: During the quarter beginning 1 May 'and ending 
31 July' 1968. the First Recondo Brigade made one rna.jor geographic relo­
cation fran nom TAM to TAN AN. Operation TRUOrn CONG DINH which began 
on 1 March was concluded on 22 June and in con,junction with the brigade 
move to LON'} AN Province, Operation TOAN THONG n was initiated. Opera­
tion TRtTOm com DUff was actuaJ.4r two operations; the first operatioll 
was the security of Hwy 4 fran CAl lAY to the intersection of Hwy 4 all(! 
6A (Operation PEOPlE'S ROAD). The secom operation which was performed 
in conjunction with Hwy 4 security consisted of strike operations 
throughout 'DINH TUONG Province. On 22 June the First Recondo Brigade 
moved with its two organic battalions, the 2-39th In! and the 2-6Ot.h 
Int, fran DINH 'ItJON} Province to LONG AN Province. Upon arrival in 
11>00 AN the First Recondo Brigade established its base at TAN AN. The 
2-39th In! located at RACH KIEM and the 2-6oth Inf' located at TAN TOO. 
In conju~ction with the move to LONG-AN Province the brigade received 
OrtON of three additional battalions, the S-6Oth Inf (l~) located at 
BUff FflJOC, the 6-31st In! located at BINH CHANH and NHA BE, and the 
2-47th Inf (M) located at TAN AN. The mission of the brigade in WNG 
AN Province has been to conduct strike op:!rations again:!Jt VC/NVA units, 
block major infiltration routes through the province, provide road and 
bridge' security along Hwy 4, and reconnoiter the rocket pocket south ot 
SAIr,oN. To accanplish the many fold tasks of Operation TOAN TH0NG II, 
the Recondo Brigade has conducted daily strike operations throughout 
LONG AN Province utilizing air.mobile assets to conduct reconnaissance 
in force missions, Eagle flights, and to insert night ambush p:1trols 
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along infiltration routes or in the vicinity of recent intelligence 
targets. On 17 Ju)~ the brigade changed the nonnal operation and began 
using the airmobile assets during the hours of darkness to insert ele­
ments ort tar1(ets obtained bv radar fixes or intel.ligence- targets obtain­
ed through ARVN o~ US channels or by spot, reports received fran other 
units; however, due to lack of significant finds, norma~ daytime ~ctivi.t­
ies were resumed 23 July. The engineer resources <>f the brigade have 
been' employed to maintain and. upgrade road networks throughout the prov­
ince, supplement. the 4.!tVN engineers on const.ruction projects such as the 
l'=>\IUHd1.ng ot the BEN llJC Bridge, am upgrade the facilities at T'ili AN, 
T4N AN Airf"1.eld, and. the battalion base camps. Concurrentq with daiq 
operations a varied training progrQm is conducted within the battalion •• 
None of the battalions under ('Irr,(,\~T .. t the Brigade were able to stand 
down for a week of semiamual refresher training due to canbat opera... . 
tiona. Battalions have conducted weekly training on a company basis 
emphasj~ing small unit tactics, maintenance, zeroing of weapons, and 
char;\cter guidance. The close of the quarter finds the Firet Recondo 
Brigado (;onductlng vital activities and operations throughout the area 
of inte:'f;'~it and confidently anticipating canpletion of another success­
ful quarter. 

2. (C) OOGANI7,ATION: The only ma,jor organizational change in the 
First Recondo Brigade occurred on 22 June when the brigade received 
()FCON of the S-6Oth Inf (M), 6-3lst Int, and 2-47th Inf' (M), losing 
()FCON of the 2-4?th Inf' (M) two weeks later. During the quarter the 
brigade has received OrGON of other elements on a mission basis. 
Throughout the operation in LONG AN Province the brigade has received 
daily operational support fran A trp 3-17th Cav. Headauarters for the 
maneuver elements are"located as follows: 2-39th In! at RACH KIEM, 
2-6Otb Inf at TAN TRU, S-6Oth In! (M) at BINH FHUOC, and the 6-3lst Inf 
at BINH CqANH with a forward command post located at NHA BE. 

b. The following inclosures are attached. 

(TAOI). 

(1) Inclosure 1, Organizational Structure. 

(2) Inclosure 2, Roster of Key Personnel. 

(3) Inclosure" Map of division Tactical Ana Qf' Illt.et"e'Ot. 

Page 2 

" \ 



~EPROO\JCeo AT THE NATIONAl ARCHIves OECLASSiFIEU 

AU~OIi~,d/I!I/)lf7la 
B'I~ HAM Dat~ ~1fr 
---- .... -

-
, 

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jul1' 1968. 
('RCS/CSFOR-65) (Rl) 

3. (u) PERSONNEL AND ADtA.:INISTRllTI(jN: There have been no significant 
qhangee made in the area of personnel and administration s:1.nce the prev­
ious report. 

40 (C) INTEU.IGE~E: 

a. Until 23 June, First Recondo Brigade continued operations 
T!i1.iON} enm nINH and DUON:} CtJA DAN in DINH TTT()N:} Province. Engagements 
w~th elements of the 5l4A, 514B, and 5l4C Mobile Provincial Battalions, 
and the 26lA, '26l?, 263, ~nd 265 Main" Force Battalions' have occurred in 
the genere.J. areas surroun~r.g QI4 fran the MY THO intersection (XS472478) 
west to CAl lAY (XS228503} south to the ME com River and: as far north 
in 1;11") 'Plain of Reeds as TUYEN NHON (XS2947S2). Local district canpan­
ies ?'1d hr.mlet guerillas condUcted operations in general support of the" 
514 B.l,r\ r-l'ain Force Battalions. During the period 31 May through 8 June, 
Firet J!;':tgade deciBive1;y engaged the 26lA and 26lB battalions initially 
in tr .. o ~): .. "lin of Reeds (XS332738), }l1rsued a.nd re-engaged in the vicin­
ity o,t" r "ordinates XS422660, and finaJ.4r enga~ed the 261A and 26lB rein­
forcet Ly the 5:J.J.A in the MY HAN} TRtTm area (X5270583 and XS237565) 
resulting in over 400 enemy casualties and the rendering of all three 
battalions combat ineffective. 

b. First Recondo Brigade commenced operations in LONG AN and GIA 
DINH Provinces on 23 June aa the primary participant in Operation TOAN 
T4AID. Elements of the crrigade made contact durihg the period 23 June 
through 27 June againstL-.:: 294 NVA battalion in four locations: XS66S-
735, X5680700, X5608710, .:..od x5605730. During the remainder of the re­
porting period Fi!'St Reconclo Brigade has' engaged elements of the 2nd 
LOW AN Battalion, the Stn NVA Battalion, and again, the 294 NVA Battal­
ion; In' a.ddition to these units the First LONG AN, PIID TOI, DOm NAI, 
2631 265, and the 6th Battalions have been reported operating within the 
Brigade TAOI. 

c. DesClription, evaluation, and recapitulation of the enemy order 
of battle: 

(1) The 514A and 5l4B Mobile Provincial Battalions are org­
anized as follows: 

(a) Three Infantry Companies 
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) t ~ ~'>.wuroos. The 9th Mill tart tntelllgonco (HI) Detaohment looated at DOl'\$ 
! cd"'" Tam, pr1sona:r:s .0£ war (~) and. sympathizers, 7th ARVN.'D1V1s10n Agent 

Net,. 525*'1'1 Mlf Data~re~ht~ fleld lnforinatlo~ reports from Naval Intel-
_ l1~eDec t1a1~6fi Off 'pet. spot reports; lntolllg~ncc ~ummarlos and el~a. 

tron1c' JIloans. In m at oases~, lnformatlon and lntelllgcnc() were not 
partioula rlyor.:fectlve b()caus(), they we:t() not tlmely~ 

f, En()my capabllltles and llmitatlons exhibltod durlng tho 
reportlng p()rlod romalh thp same~ Tho onomy retalns tho capabll1ty of 
conduotlng platoon and company slze attaoks on outposts and Villages 
as well' as battallon slze attac-ks on·dl.strlot and ,proV1nolal towns' and 
mll1 tary lnstallatlons, H(),oan al"so oonduct stand-ott mortar and rocrli­
()tharasslng attaoks. IndlcatlonS' arc lnfiltratlon,. pros()lytingam 
resupply actl vi ty Will' also oontlnuo 0.0' a large scal(), ln adq.l tlon, to , 
tho lntordlctlon ofmajo'r ll.pes :.of communica.tions. His desiro to- galn 
crontrol of rural populatlon Wlll contlnue to be a prlorl ty misslon,·, 
OVE>ttl though ho ls not oapable of malntaln1ng the d()slred degree of po­
lltlcaland mllltary control., D()splte his mll1tary and polltlcal ob-' 
jectlvos, the enemy remalns vuln()rable to massed artlllery flre, a~ 
observatlon and electron1o survelllance. Conslderlng theen()my's capo­
blll tlos 1 t ls thought tlW.,t hls posS1 ble courses of action Will lmmde 
continued r()cru1tment" tra1n1ng and' resupply act1vltles, ln addltlon 
to th() 1n1 t1at1on .of attacks againSt minor targets in strength, 1nten­
gl~ylng harassment of major/lines of communioat1ons and mll1tary 1~ 
stallat10ns. If.at all foas1blo. th() enemy 1'1111 101 t1at() an offons1 VEl 
on the same scale as his TET 9ffensl V()i 

5., (Cj C-ombat' Operations •. 

a. .T\-ro' major opera t1ons~Terc conductod .thtrlng this reportlng 
perlod, OPERATION TRUONG CONG DINH_ and OPERATION TOAN THANG. Phas'e: I 
of theOPEBATION TRUONG eONG DINR t()rmlnatcd wh()n the Brlgad'O rotated', 
lts.maneuvorbattallons at. Dong Tam EaS() on 2 Aprll 1968. Phase II of 
OPERATION TRUONG eONG,DINHcommenc~d concurrently Wlth th() termlnation 
of Phase I; to dat(), Phas'e II 1$ con.tlnU1ng,'TheMoblle Rlvqrtne P'OD:lfl 
has partlcipated'in 2? slgn1f1cant operat10ns during this r()port1ng . 
period. Thq,majorlty of whichwor() '~n1tlated 1n oontlnuatlon of OEER. 
ATION TRUONG, eONG DINH Phas() II. ' On 15J'Uly.,· theB:rlgadewas asslgn­
ed'a tactical area of op()ratlonal lnterest (TAOI'J,tlle TAOI.des1gnated 
was KIEN HOA Province. Concurr()nt with the E,l.ss1gnmcnt of the TaOI, , 
the .Hr1gade was t~skcd ~o ()ffeat compl()te mll1~ary pao1flaa~1onof the: 
provlnce·,., Tho mission was .. to, be accom'plished byi ,(1) d()st~oYlng va " 
main and local -force o f,fens 1 ve capabll1 ty with, prlor:i ty g1 Vell tothose( '-, 
areas Which d1reotly effeot thepac1ffcatlon Rural devol'opm()ntmlss1oni 
(2) Dlsruptlng ()n~my' replacement, tra101ng. and: regroupment throughout:', 
his base arca network, {:31 provld'i'ng mill tary support for '. rural devel­
opment' progr,ams. '( 4) and providing mill tary assistance ~o ,J,ipgrad() key 
RF/PF outpost;:J.throughout,th() TAOI, and in tra1n1ng to local foroos 
whon£vor poss1bl(). Assignment of the TAOI'doos not restrlct th() Bri­
gade, funct1oo1ng as a mobile' str1I«iI'orce •. ' r,t ls, Simply an arca of 
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pr1mary 1nterest 1n1(0 wh1ch a1vic act10~, psychological opflrat10ns and' 
rural d()V91opment' offorts Will boconc()ntratE)d. " , 

, b~ ThE) 'advent of a' second m~jor va offE)nS1vo,~n th() M()kong 
'Dol tarcqu1r()d. the BrlgadE3 to ,temPOrar1ly suspend OPEB.aTIONJI'RUONG. <;>m 
DINH. The Mob1le :R1,v()r1ria For,co'was ·taskod to"move to· LONGAN Provinoo 
t·o interdict 'thcfntlltratlon a.nd ,oxffltrat10n ,of ',onvmyforc()s rroar too 

, Cap1 tal M1l1 tary D1str1ct of Sa1gon,., When an a.ppa:~nt1noroas() of e~ 
emy act1.vi t1vs and threats endangcrvd- thv city of "CAIJ THO, 'the MBP dv-, 
ployed to PHONG'DINR: Prov1nco and 1i1.1 t1a.ted. oombat. opoi'ations ,as d1roa­
,tod by thv Son1or Adv1'sor IV~ 9TZ'; ,Tho, oarly, prvscnce of tho: MB.F ro­
ducrod thv ab1l1ty of ch~my. ~tsto ~asembleand launch ~n ~t~ok 
, aga~.ns t the Cl tyo f CAN' Tl10.,: . Thv; v ncmy ,was compelled, to OVadE), the.,' 
maneuver ba.tta.110~t arid, d1sassemble', 1nt,osmall 1norements. 0I>Or f:l:t1Qr;lS 
1nbothLONG:,ANand PHONG"DINH Prov1nces stressvd that offvot1vv·'etp.­
ploymcnt of groUl14 fQrees~ ass~ul tsuppor:t;craf,t~. art1llorY,. :e;unships, , 

. and taot1eal'atrstrl}(es w11J. dvfpat: a determ1ned anemy fore(), ~', 

" ,':. c-.' ,Combat oP()rat10ns 1mpl~in()ntcd, in support of'.t'B.UON~ GONG 
DINli'PhaseII'includvs those operat10ns conduet6d dur1ng the mo'nth o,f 
Apr1l,tihi·eh, }4'()rp not' 1nclus'! v() '1n 'the' prev10us O)?erat1onal"Report ' 
pro pared .. , of "th.o· Brigade. ,Slgn1f1ean:t;' opor~t1ons,·<?r "·the MRF dur1ng' tho 
J)()r1od

1 
al"()1summar1zed hE:i~o1n.. Sro1f1C dota1ls of eaoh operation are 

~onta no,,:- ,n 1nclosure#~. ( Comba Opera t10na After Aot10n Report _ 
TRUONG CONG.DINK", Phase I:n. " __ 

(1) Il1lDridlatolY uponcomplet1n.g rotat1onS of tho Br1...; 
gado IS Infantry Batta11ons.tno, MRF made a major incurs10n 1nto'TRUe 
GIAN and GIONG 'TROK Distriots, lUEH: H()A',Prov1nco to 10Qato' and destroy. 
t'h:e560th LF Company,a.l.l4516, MF; aatta110n ).ocated 1n tnvvi~1n1~. Of " 

,the, "C-rossro·ads .... on 'the SONGHA LAI. , The opEJrat1on was launched on 4 
Apr1l 1n cpnt1nuat10n of, OPERATION TRUONG CONG DINH. It' was dur;i:ng ~s' 
',operat1Qn, that the' Br1gade and' Task Ferce 117 encountered the fiercest 
,engagemen~ s~!lce the' VC, :'l$TQffena1 ve. As tho 'assault supPort boats 
of R1 \ter D1 v1s10n '92 enter,()d the .SONG BA. IJ\.I ·to disembark the J-47,th-

.. Infantry,·the r,1 v€..r1ne'colUmnwas,ass,e11edw1 th 'smal.l~;msJ aut()mat1!l: 
weaponS and rocket"f1r~.' ,Tho J-47th' Ihfa,ntry·, u:,pon bes-oh1ng" .as~.~ult­
~d tho:' 'enomy-pos1 t1o~t ~n4- tho 4-47th Irrfantrywas' '1hsort~d t·o, re1n­
~oree tho' ongagomant, whioh -cont1nuod unt1l thv evening 'hours of, 4 
April. ,'Subs()qucn~ "qperat10ns" were 1n! t1a.tvd on 5, 6' arid. 7"Apr11' to 
pursue and . dostr-oy .tho,"en~my, 1,0, .tho marshy tr1:butar1os of tho~SONG ' 
,:sA. LAI. . , ..." . ',": ., :'. ': .," , :' .. , ' 

, • 1. 

, ' (2): . Subsequont. o~ratlons condl.lcted durl.ng thv', month of 
April omplo'Yvdtho MRF"ln::responcet6 1ntol11sonQo :t,"oports of 1no:roSSE:d. 
vnvmyact1 v1 ty:,. ,~om 10 ·tjlr.u'12 Apr11" f)ncID;y.~qrcvs 1n DINH TUOHG, ,~nd 
GO CONGo pr9v~nces: w~re t~~gets.rfortheMRF. "-A:,,twp ,d~y o~rat+,on waF.! ' 
la.~er 'co~ucte9r-:()n ,~~. and 15, ~pr11 ln' BEN, TBE Distr1ct, KIEN, B04. 
Pro1(1nce 'a,gai:n.s',t,the.S50thltnd.,'56pth ,DCUs. Another s1gn1f1oant "en.­
gag~,mcnt, oc',our.r~di: 01\. 17, April', wh€n the Br1gade was' employed in CAl LAx", 

t1r.t IC t1 : ,".. :' , . , ,.' ',~. ' 
o 0 (D ... . ," _ ' .: ' 

~:;,S ~":/)jJ )~t~-)7-?:ri / '. 
~':::tt~" ~ ,c' '.' V(vr/bJ6rvl/rv'Zr:j, 
i ~~ .. - " -1:"" , , . ." ",. :' ,,', ,v-' 

§t tJ, t:I Q""" 0 L " .' , ": :::i ~ ~ i"~ 
1\)., g,., Ii 
!3 C"t' '1-3 MI, '11 II> I Q,,::r <;.:1 :C!) :C"t' 
11 G 0' 8it.1. f;' 
D''':'; ~ . 0:0 
"0 ' r:bll) 
foCO ""","'" , ;C"t:¥ :v Ud ,I. 
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~g ~ li! ~ 'D1st;r,lct i
, DI..NH TUONG ProVince' agalna:t' the 514t~ MF Batt~llonJ 9:3 enemy· 

were~llEld at', the ,lost of ,foUl' :U.S, 11 ves • [lhe: Br1g~de,. 1n ooopera~ 

........ 1 

""', · 

t1on' with thc2.qd. Battallon VNMC', cO,nt1nuedoperatlons, ~n DINH TUONG 
Prov1nceon' 2J.ari.d, 24 Apr1l'. 'th8joln~ opell',at1on ln GIAODUCD1str1:ot 
resultE:id ln 61:V<!XIAs of 'the 501;s1;, VC aatta11on. The ,Mob11p River1ne 
FOrco cOJ1tl1'l.ued pparat10ns. lnJ~I La:Y Distrlct. dur;1ng the. 'p?r10d 27 -
30 Apr1l,'and re'dE)ploYE:!~ ,Qn 2 a~) May to KIEN. BOA Provlnce. , , 

, ;', (:3) '. on. 5 May ia:surv.~y was madE)" of BF/PF :~u-epost~ 1n CAl, 
BE Dls,tr~ct, "~6' detvrm.1ne thc~xtEjnt of dEijIlagEl,result.1ng from ene1:llY 
attacks. OpOratlons were 1rt1tlat(!d from 7 thru 11 May, ~galnst the MR 
II va Hoa.dqUarters in GIAO Due Dlst.r.lct,. DINH Tt]ONG Pl'ovlnoo, ThEil 
Br1gade'llnC.: 2tld Battal:ton . VNMC" •. conducted reconr~~J.1$$ance. in forae op... , 
e,rations' w1 thout es-~abl~t~h1ng ~n~ Slgniflcant c~'ntacts I ,21 V,C" KIAa re­
sultEl'd 'from . the operation. "Enemy engagements 'lnd.roas·eduring the pe-" 
r1od'14 thru 16 May,~rhen ,.tho :MRF wazf emple>yed in'MO' CAY Dls.trl~t,.' , 
KIEN RCA Province t\ga1ut tbo·516th VC Batta11on,- 57 vcr IO:As resultod. 
The .Mob1le 'RlverlnS F6r-eo amclcmC'nts of tho 3rd Br1gade "9th Irtf.antlY 
D1 Vislon' lni t1atcd opore.t1,ons from 16 thru 18, May .1n,THAN 1)UC.D18ti1c1t 
LONG AN,Provinco, The .. ·.opprat1on ,was f'Urthor conducted'in ooopE)ratlon 
w1th IIIe'I'Z ,ARVN Forces to reduoe~'valNVA lnfiltration lnto the SAIGON 
area, Xhe. t:wC? ~ay joln't(' o~ra:t1onl't:?sul t'ed '1nlZl5 VC!IAs (See 1n-, 
C'los.~o #.5 Cqmbat O~ra,~lons Aft.er Act10n R~port ~~NTHANG, Phase 
I:' ,and ;r;:z:)', The Br1gade· ·eont1nuod oporat10ns 1n LONG. A~ and~INH, TUONG. 
prov1noe~ :W1thout a~ s~gnif1cant' contacr,t ~til ~~6i Mal.';": ~~ whioh' , 
t1me a ~wo day ope~at1'on waslaunohed to. rooon-1~roro,ea.hd:e:r;plolt· 
tha ,area.. of ~' &-52.' striko in qIONG TROM D1st,rlot, '~N4:HOA: ProV'1nce. 
The two day, operation ylt>lded411lC laAattho'los's"t;>:t" four U,S.: 11 ves. 
Flfteen VC wor~o also k1110d ln MO CAY ',and 'DON NRON ,Pl,st:r1ots when ele­
monts of thoS40th DCU were targets for 'tho Br1gade-. ' 

,\ ' . \ 

, " " " " (4)' ',Dur1ng tho.. m~:nth' of J\lnf) thfJ Efn0IV.1 ge'~erally. .avo1d-
ed contact w1 th the· ma.neuver 'battalions am l'htcQSlfled 'his atta.:ckS' ' 
aga1nst N"aval assault ,support craft O!,:Task ~oroe 117.,' On; 5 am 6".Iune. 
the, MRF 1n,! t1atod reaoMfJ-1'ssanco in :f,Qroe, operatlb1U3: 11;1 SA DEC and.' Dua~ , 
TON Distr1cts,: VINR LONG:.PI,'ovfli:ce.> Ma.x1m'ilm' empl'oym,tint'was made of the 
Ew8 taC't1cal ,C8' laundher 'and "'ZI·PPO"" f];ame"boats w. d1s1odge' ,the enemy 
from, fort1fledpos1 tiona and,suppl."~SS' l}1'$ 'sriiper 'f~rea.. ''l:h~por1od 4-
thru' 8 J:unc 'sa~ the'. Mal" oonduct1ng opera t+ one-ln the ,SA DEC alld RACX 
RUONGareas, and. KIEN VAN andHY.-.AN Distr1cts; KIEN PRONG. ProVince ... , ' 
Returning toXIEN HOA,P:ttov1n~~, the MRF £n1tlatEJd,operat1ons'on 10 
June ln' GIONG. THOM a¢'~UCtUANG 'm,strlcts •.. Although ground eon:taots-
were not obta1nable, B/7 .. 1st Alr Caval!'y and. ,N"a~l asSS:ult support, 
craft' suaceedod, In destroy1ng 45 V(;' durlng tne tw,o dayoptlra~10t:h On 
16.June, the MRP:-deployed to CANTBO, ,anQ, tnt t~.atoq.. operat1ons as dr­
rected by the 'Senior Advlsor lV' CTZ to' p:rev'~ni '8' major 'VC; offensive 
against the 01 ty. A, four day owrat1on wh~eh commenoed on 17 June,qre;.. 
sultfJd 1n 84 VC KIA, ',rho ~ajor1ty,ot", ,the, ~n£lmyl.s losses resultfJd." troDt' 
A/7 .. 1st Air Cavalry enga.gements 1:if.suPl'Ort of tho maneuvor battal1ons_ 

. . . ; .. - ... 
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Completing opEJrat10ns 1nPHCNG DINH Prov1nce, the MRF deployed to Dong 
Tam. AftElr a br.1of per10d of operat10ns, . the MRF proceEldEldon 26 J~ 
to LCNG.,AN Provi'nqo whoro 1tt-was aga1n emploYEJd to 1nterd1ot 1nf1ltra..,. 
t10n and oxf1ltrat10n o'f VC/NVA forces ncar SAIGON. Contrary to the 
Br1gade's E:!ar11er' operat10ns 1n LCNG' AN Prov1ncEl, the enemy av01dEJd' 
e~act w1 th tl1e maneuver .. batta11ons; for the durat10n of t~e.~ontH. ~ 

// (5) The Br3:gadc was tasked to place the 3-60~h"Infantry \ 
i Batta110n CPCCN to the 3rd. Briga9-e ,9th Infantry D1 v1sion wfUch had 
ostablish contact in DINH TUCNG Province. Tho battalion roma1ned CPCDI 
to the 3rd Brigade from, 2 thra 5 July. During that pe~iod, the MRP 
continued its oporatiOns in LCNG AN ProvinCE) until: 5 July when it ro.­
doployed to Dong Tf1,m. Cn 6 JUly· 'too 3-47th Infantry rclieyed tho 4-47tb. 
Infantry of its socuri ty miss'ion at D'o~ Tam BaSEl. Tho Brigado oont1n­
ued combat operations orr '7 July in KIEN RCA Provin,ce. The target se­
lected was those enemy forces entrenched WE:!st of thE:! "Orossroads" 
Where the BrigadE:! ,part1c1patedin 1ts hoaviE:!st engagement of this ro ... 
porting por1od. Tho 4 .. 47th Infantry entered the object1 ve area and' 
bcacrhed Without inc1dent. The 3~60th Infantry co~ucted airmobile 
oombat assaults to LZssouth of ·the 4-4X:U beaah sites. The only en-
gagements- of the day ocoureed I whon E/ 7th Infantry killed two VC 
aftor receiving sporadic small arms, and D/3-5th.Alr Cavalry reoeived 
sporad1o' automatic weapons f1re in the V,1cin1tyof,XS5237. The absonce 
of enemy aotivity 1n·the AC was unusual. Cn 10 JUly,' the MRF in1t1atfJd 
operations 1n KIEN RCA Prov1nce to looate and destroy 'enilmy forcos and 
h1s equlpm.1.lnt within RUO.NMY and. MC CAY Distr1cts. 'Subsequent oper­
at1onS'w.ere·ln1tiat.ed, 11 thru 13 July' employing both tho. 4-47th~In:r-

\ antrY ~nd' 3 ... 60th Infantry, .1rr beach assaults, airmobilo.and E:!aglE:! noat 
, oporatj,ons...' Dur1ng thE:!, pE:!r1od 15, thru 17' July thE:! MRF oontinued Cper-
\ ation'T~lJGNG CCNG DINH, conduct1ng reconna1ssaneo1n force, a1rmob1lo 
\ an~ .ri vertn~ operat1ons .in CANG LONG.,. CHAU THaNH Distriots J' VINH BrIm / 

J?roV'ince. The operation on 15 July in coordination and oooperation 
wi th the 9th ARVN Division. Dur1:ng thE; three day operation,. tho Bri­
gado and its supporting' clemf.'nts aooountE)d for 62 VC KIAs, Comploting 
oporstiona 1n VINE BINH Prov:ince"tho ,MBF deployed to Dong Tam Base on 
18 JUly, While anchoragcd off ]J.ong Tam, 'the, Br1gade emp~oyed tho 4-4/th' 
Infantry, on 20 July, ttY oonduct satuation patrolling and estab11sh 
night ambushes on thE:!' south bank of thE:! m: THO River in tho vicIn1ty 
of: XS4740, .. TruO' G1ang,. Ham Long Districts, KIEN HOA ·Prov1nce. Cn 21 
,ruly the 3 ... 60th Infantry was empl,oyed 1n a cordon and searoh operation 
1n ooordinatiorrand ooopO~ation with RF/PF olemcntson THCI'SCN Islaru4 
Operation TRUCNG CCNGDINH continuod on 23 July in acoordancE) with 
CPORD 61:':68 in GICNG TROM, TRUC P.IANG~ Districts-, KIEN RCA Provl'nc.f,). ThE 
operat10n was 1nit113-ted in 'ooord1,nat10n and coopel,"ation with tlts,).10th 
ARVN' and 1-1oth ARVN RCg1m<;l,n~s.. O:n25 July, tho Brigade terminated Lts 
operations in KIEN RCk, Pro-v'1ncc" and on 26 July tho MRF doployed ·to 
VINH LCNG Province. " After complc,t1ng f1nal plans and preparation for: 
1 ts transit, the MRF" depa:rt~d~ 1 ~s Vlnh Long anohorage on 28'. July and' 

DO deployed to PHCNG DINH ProVine,e, arr1Ving the same day, Cn 30 July,. 
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;~ ~~ ~ od .Jhe MRF im tiated offE.:nsi va 'opEJrations in coordiJ;1B.tlon and aooperation 

/wi th, the 5th Battalion,VNMC, in KIEN LONG, KIEN HUNG and DUC LONG 
Dlstricts, CHUNG: THIEN Province', To accomplish i ts mlssion~ the, In"i­
gade' d€)barked"the MRB and established its Headquart€)rs and 'J:aGtlcal, 
Operatlons Center lnland ln the vicinity of VITH8.NH. ,The lntroduation 
aild oporat10ns of the Mobile Rl verlne 'Foroe 1n the AO marked the first. 
tim~ ln the history of the Vietnam War t~t a majQr U,S. Force has oon .. 
duatedtactical operations in the southern extrem1ty of th~ Republl0 of 
Viotnam. To date~"the operatlon aontlnues. 

d. Combat Support Activities. 
I,.; , 

.:'..', (1) Artlllery. During the r€)porting period, the 3-34th 
:::.-~rtillery contlnued 1 ts, ~lrect sUP.l>ort., role ln MRFopera tlona, eml'loy­
~-~ng two of its flrlngbatteries on floating barges, On sevvral ocoa-
: sions the thlrd 'flring battery' was deployed from Dong Tam Base and join­

ed the artillery battalipn ln' support of the Brigade, ' Slnce the de~h­
ment of the 3-34th' Artlllery from the Brlgade, the Artlllery support mw 
now proVided by bbattalion remains unohanged. The 3-34tl1 Artlllery Ptlr­
forms lts mlsslon ln the same manner of esprit and professlonallsm as 
lt did when attaohed tp the Brigade. Throughout the perlod,the Brl­
gadeVs 4.2 lnch mortars (also mounted Oll barges) were attached to the 
3-34th Artlllery. The 4,2 mortars barges travel with the 3-34th Arty, 
and thelr fires are coordinated by'the battalion's fire directlon oon­
trol center to yleld the best and maximum fire support for elements of 
the Brlgade. The mortars were ,constantly omployed on countor mortar 
missions as well" as defensive flres and blocking fires for the infa~ 
battalions. Employm~nt of tho mortars in this manner ,aSSists the artll.­
lery battalion In' respondin~ ,to nl.i:qterous fire m1ssions~ and is quite 
effective durlng contact mission~ and canal entre,nces preps which are 
close to the -flrE:! support base. 'Co-locating, the mortars with the artll­
lerypresent minimum quadrant ela.vation problems for the firing bat­
teries. 

. (2) Army 'Aviation. Throughout the reported perlod, Army 
aViation asstits substantially assistod the MRF in accomplishing its 
many' missio~. AViatlon support provided,. included light fire'teams 
and assault helloopter companies,When air cavalry u.nits were placed 
ln sup:port of tho MRF, ths1r employment enhano"€)d the striking power of 
the force, Tactical plans and,operations wore ocoasionally modified 
When alr assets were not available, dlverted or Withdrawn from the Bri­
~de.and re-allocated for high prlority'missions~ AS~fl.ult he~~coptOl" 
companies played a major role in posi ti6mng grou.nd. forces to block" 
engage and, destroy tho enemy. Beyond any doubt, air' cavalry' units de­
monatratod their ini tiati vc to seek out and destroy th6enomy. All'" 
Army aviation's.upport provided was outstanding throughout'thb reportl~ 
p€lriod.. ' ' ' . , 

(3) T8.ctic~lair support. Air support throughout the 1'0-
porting period wa~providod by tho 7th U,S, Air Force, Tactical air 
support provided corisist€l(}, of prepl.anned and implediato, alrstrikes which 

. ' 
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'w~re omployod against', fl~~1ng enemy" forces, fort"fl()dpoSi t1.ons ,and f.h, 
·p1eparation of b€lachihg and landing zo!lEls. On s()veral ooca~1ons ~' 
i~pooky- flare ships".cqu!ppeci \i'ithD1in1gun,s,. wore emplo.Yt:Jd, to suppo:tt, 
and:' rOinforce elomqnts' of the Brigade lIfhi,c.h woro in contact during the 
hours'of jiarkne'ss. 

"',/ 

, , (4)' Naval' :fire s'upport. All combat oparatloll.$ of' the, 
MRF are, contingent upon-introduction ,into the AO by r1 vcr a~saul t QTe..rt. 
rt'is during tl'l€ISO rivEJr1no movoments;,that assauJ,t suppo.r~'boat$ and 
troop laddcn craft, are s'ubjcctcd :tobo, ambushod; Tomin1ml.zp 1!ho.'pos~ 
si bili ty of being ambushed, Naval . craf,t , aro 0'0nt1n1'ously ~e~onn1~,"by 
f1re in known'or suspected ambush areas. In add1:t~on,'N~valfires a~o. 
~lwaysomployed in s,,!pp<?rt of ·t~emElneuvtr batta110nswi,th; Q.lr~ot ,or 
1ndlr.e,at fires ,in zone., Howevor', thcMRP has not beonabl,c ~to"fUlly 
develop detail flre coord.1natlng techniques 'for QmployingNEl.Val flres 
ln dlrect suppor,t of ground forces ln contact. : Thus far, direct f1re 
ls, llmlted to a prep1ngW beaohes ~rlor to their assault, and supprcs~ 
onemy fire dlrected at the oraft or shlps of the MRS. Controlllng 
Naval, ,fires is extremely difflcult when troops aro withln their zone, of 
fire,,' ,:1 

'" i 
< . Tac~lcsand: ·Techn1que~., 

'- :\ 

'(1) The ever prcsent proplcm of aChicvlng taetical su:;:_· 
prlse ls one of the major conslderations, 1n plann1:ng for rl vvrino, as~ 
saul ts ~ Unless surprlsels aohlcved, the ~ 1s 11kely to f1nd {)1 ther ~a 
-dry holo" ' or oncounter ; an' ambush. ' "The, problem bocoD,le~, csp€ro1ally ~' 
d1ffi'cult 'w~ef7.' MRF opcratlonsrcmailtj; 10co11zod ln a ;partl:oula r area tr 
a '~rlod of tlme. Th~ V,C ,sometimes organizo,ea.rlty warning aystclIls' ,: 
~h ch afford an hour' o.rtw,o ,advanconotlcEJ of thEl MRF's dop,loymentaf/d, 
£lm loymont wlthln an AO,.' ,New ,tcch.n1qucs to counter thls 'haV'O boon '1~.;,;' 
,st~tuted, Pre-dawn landings aswoll·~s m1dde.ylandings havo,"oooil c-oii­
duetod to brt:ak'the pattern of assaul ta, ,.other mcasures Buch as dc-f-" 
et)ption,radi~, s110 noo, do copt1 vo movpmentby;· rl vcr a.~saul t, craft' a.nif ' 
,·fako" insc~t1'Ons havo boen, plannpQ., anCl cxocut~d,to deceive tho"cnemy' " .. 
as to oU,r a~~ual, operatlons~and ,~chl,eve tactical sUl'p;t"1se" 'Area-sof·f" 
operation are. cleared with Vl,e:tnamef?f:l a~th6~itles ,at ,the last poSsible ',. 
moment 1~ 9rder ,to ,ruducc the possl 'bill ty ,'Of, cO,IllproJD..1s1ngtne . operat1.OO. 

.: ,i', ' • • , , . • "', • ," ~ ....... 

" • <It '. • • 

(2) As a'resui·t of'tho lncreasod threat of rlve'rlno 
ambushes, tl'\o MaP has, reVised 1 ts counter-ambush procodurEJs' dUrlng" , 
rlvEJrlne movemont. B1ver1no QonvQya have increased reconnaissance by 
flre ,on~ suspected'; olfemy' 'PoS! tl<;:1ns' or ,known. ambush, si tos, where IWrml 'limd.i 
The lnstalla~lon' of 'tho E-8. ' tactlcal', Cs. ,Q.ispE.lu.sor:on ri vvr . assault ,~, ' 
Ol"aft· providos' a readily aval1~ble CS agcI}t for oount,er-ambush use.''!'b# 
installationo! M132 ;Clame'tur:tel1'\il3 ,on' an ArmorcdI..T~6op· carr10r c-mRt> .. 
pr<?vldes'the MRF'wa.th arivorino ,!lamothrower., The tact1calCS di~,­
sel;"' and the "ZIPPO' 'formod an effoctl vo "comblna.tl'on for dot"oatlng ,ant;' 
ambUSh in"conjunctfon'with other fires,' Thollght hellco~te:p f1rf)'to 

.~,iff:~) prOvl~lng over!t0ad ';oovor, a?da:Q.vanoed reoonna1ssanoo -ls ' 1n a ' ft,' 

(',).0,) , ' , ' , l' 

~~f·~ ·'fOiV)::;~, i14~' f 

t
t:t ~ (of- - if' . -'. ',', ' '. , , · ' "--1 t~ 
p) if. 0 Q~ 0 L ' , '.,.' I , : " , i. ,'~ a · ~ ~~ 'g'" .~ t.. 

~_',~' g ~~~ ;1 jJ./~::;\~a'V'tllJHM:C~8 
.. -. • do O\I-J ,... :;t?""" 7 ' -', 
. ~ Vl~ g '~ , ~:sllg(!lV/fI~~otrp~ 

o J:l, Jl) ... .... ., '" t'\ \.1"'11"1 ., t'\ ,w ~ ~~' 



~oc:n 
~5-4 
()...-t~ 

-$~' . ~ 
~ :~ (J 1+04 ... 

1+04. IoU 

I+o4k 
'Q Q ~ 
• ,s::: Q • Q-P po 
~ ... 00 
.) IoU () 

~.Q,s:::~ . 
k (J -P Il1 
Il1tl;o o ,s:::, 
~~~.~ 
;. . ...-t>. 
~O..p 0 

\~\ 
.~ ., 
~ 

, .. 
. 
\3. 
~",' 

'. ~O 
~~ ~~ .. ... 

I ES .. 'Il...-:. ..... 
) .... I. ... Q .Q ". 

• o...-t ~~Qop . -A . 40;!JH~(1,4li ~.+>.s:;;.o 
;.) . ..p Q ~ 
111 Ol ...-t ~ oporationa'fEXlpQrt.:.of, 2nd B:t;.~g9.de, 9th Infantry Division 

111 ...-t CIS Ol 
'. for Period E..ndl'ng '-)0' July '1968,' aoport Control Symbol 

cSFoa-65 (al) ;j~~S:-~ 
+.l 1;0 ~ , ... 

;~ [~1!::.ksi.tlon to cffcctivoly lmgagc·:tho e~tTfY flushed (.rut by'th~ "ZIPPO" and 
the CS .~gent. . . . .. . ,. . . . 
6~· (C)' Traln1nfp.~ . " . ' .. ' 

--;.. . , 

a. Ind.i v~dua.l. '~nd un! t uain1ng was conducted in thoso aroas 
requiring improvomontas 'dEJtormin(ld from pr(lvious operations. During 
the roporting quarter,,~He:re wore ,ffJW .SPOaifiod/desl,gnatod peri~ds for 
train1ng. "Thb majo.r1 ty,'o{' train1ng was conducted during 'br1of wr1ods, 
when the B~igade rota..ttic;t.i ~~ maneuver battalions and/or preparea for 

. t'uturEr; combat operations.' . .' 
',.- . ' . . .' 

. b. During the :month of June,s, spE:rcial present'ation was made . 
. to. off1cers and. NCOS¥'hQ-:are rt:s'ponsibl~ for:·planrt1ng ,and.in1ti,ating . 
,airlift rtjsupply op(lr$tiQnB.· A two hour, classon.-1'ho tfich¢.q\1OS~f . 
sling loadlng" was . prt;st;;ntod .to .B-4 'l'f)pl'(JscntatfvfJs ot, thoBr~gadf.l siaff 
and each maneuvor: bat-ea.l1c:m ..... 'rile soOPO:o·f·:thoma~c~1alprcs~nted·w~s 

·to f~111s,r1.~o.perso.nnEd," ooncfJrno.d .wi th' pr9cedures . fot rEYSllPplying Wits 
by air ... and :oow! te;chn1ques<J~ .pre~ri.ng '~Ul>pll'es and 'E)(pupment·,~o~" 
UlOvement 'by~,light 11ft 'a1-rcraf,t. ,. ." ..... ....,' " ,'" 

, • ' J 0:'. .Anoth~r'SP~:~i~l ':t.raln1ng 'pro~ram was ,ooriduo'ted 1nr~s'J;iO:nse 
!70 increased command· empb.e.si.s'on' oare· anti' 'maintenanoe' of intii vtdual.and 
Ctt"ew.' serveq. w()ap~ns.. An 1 t€l;mof' part~cular intQrfJ.s~w~~ . the buft'e;rl ... 

. as:S-am,?ly'of the M16 riflE)", Al~ .:el'E)m~'rits . O.f,the .~1:gadE) oond~oted:.t.,J"aln­
,i'ng in. oare,. oloaning, mafntenanco'.and lnspeo:tion of the· M16 rlJno,;' 
and all M16 ritl()s 'were provided" With Jp,ow' buffo.rs I if required·. .Sue-­
,orcUnate W1.1;·ts' weapons trainl{lg '1ncludod' zeroing' ,of indi vld$l-1'8a.pons, 
·and 'zeroing,boresightlngand familiarization firi'hg ot· co·ther· organ1e-:' 

• . . .~, . ..':;" .. • • . ' .• r . , ',' • 

~. .. , ..,.. . . . ' 
. '; .·.d., O~h(.ir tra.Ining conduc:t;cd' by '~he maneu~£r' battaliops In-

cluded oritiqu(lS of previous oombat operatiOns and'olasses O~I 

... 

" 

. ' , 

. ,Commur:uoatiO~, .' . ~ 

'/~}i'1J;e and:- .IJl.anEl'qver. 
~ :~re~ra.tion of '·li.1ght resupply 'k! ts 

Safety' 
" .. 
Land' pav1gation· ,,' -

. . " 

AirmobIle operations 
'. ... . " ...... .. 

. perimeter defense " 
, ~ ;.. .. 

.: . ' . . ;'., " -: ~ 

~edi~aleY:ao~at1on 

7.'· (c) Iiogist1 cs' •. 
' .. 

a. No fiiignlf1ca:nt log1'Sf!ca~act1vi ties 'occurred .during 'Ghls 
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DEP:1iTMENT OF 'PttE iNi 
HEIJ)QU:JtTmS, 3D BRIGADE, <Jl'H INFJ~TRY DIVISION 

fJ.>O San Francisco 96373 

-
AVDE-BCO 30 April 1968 

SUBJ"lrCT: Operational Report-Lessons Le:u-ned Period Ending 30 !.pril 1968 
(RCS/CSFOR-65 R-1) (U) 

Commanding General 
9th Infantry Division 
ATTN: I1.VDE-MH 
APO San ~ancisco 96370 

Section 1 Significant Organizational/Unit Activities 

1. (C) Introduction: 

a. During the reporting period the 3d Brigade concluded Operation 
ENTERPRISE" 'Which had been conducted continuously since February 1967, and 
participated in t~ other major tactical operations, implemented in reaction 
to the TET attacks on Saigon. Mi.ssions assigned t.o the brigade during this 
period were tailoned to meet the growing threat inherent in the presence 
of both va and NV..(' forces in the Capitol Military District south of Saigon 
while maintaining pressure on the enemy in Long lin Province and interdic­
ting his resupply and infiltration routes. 

b. During Operation EN'J'ERPRISE the brigade was primarily concerned 
with achieving military pacification of Long An Province in clo3e coordin­
ation and cooperation with Province and District Chiefs. Toward this end 
the brigade conducted consolidation operations to destroy the enemy, his 
infrastructure, installations, supply caches, and lines of communication, 
and supported the extension of GVN control thrOugh the Revolutionary Develop­
ment Program. The EN'l%.1T'aISE I'fission received primary emphasis in the dis­
tricts of Binh Phuoc, Tan Tru, and Rach Kien, however, extensive operations 
were also continued in Can Giuoc and Can Duoc Districts in accordance with 
the expansion of the brigade area of operation into those districts during 
the last reporting period. In addition the brigade also directed the oper­
ation that returned the city of Ben Tre (XS 510315) in Kien Hoa Province 
to GVN control during the aftermath of the TET Offensive, and extended 
operations into Bi'nh Chanh and Nh!'. Be Districts to locate and destroy 
VC/NV A forces that, had participated in the attacks on Saigon. From the 
begi4tJg of the reporting pt-1riod" the 5th Bn" 60th Inf (M)( -) operated 

1i1riM 
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outside the brigade '1',:"01, under operational control (OPCON) intitiaUy 
to Capitol Militetry District and later to the 1 st Brigade where they were 
committed in the vicinity ot the Phuto Racetrack and participated in 
Operation DUONG CU~ D;~ (People IS Road) respectively. One company remained 
under brigade control and was employed on convoy security missions on 
highway QL 4 and as the brigade RRF. The 2d Bn, 60th Inf (-) was placed 
OPCON to 1 st Brigade on 4 March 1968 with one company remaining under 
3d Brigade control to secure the battalion ba.secamp at Tan Tru. 

Operations in the Capitol Milita:cy District were conducted with two 
infantry battalions placed OPCON to the brigade during the TET Offensive 
and remaining under brigade control throughout the reporting period. 

The Enterpriso Nission in its rrodified form was regarded as having a two­
fold purpose. Of an imuediate nature were the strike operations conducted 
in coordination with the 5th Ranger Group (i.RVN) and CMD Forces in Binh 
Chanh and Nha Be Districts to locate and destroy the VC/tNl~ forces that 
withdrew to the outer edge of Saigon after the initial TEl' attacks. Within 
the scope of the operations in Nha Be and Binh Chanh Districts. a company 
size force was pOSitioned in li.O Robbie (XS 9788) to secure Cat Lai from 
attack by fire from the east bank of the Song Nha Be River and protect 
waterway traffic in the area. Simultaneously the brigruie continued paci­
fication operations in Long t"III. Province with particulnr emphasis along the 
Gia Dinh Province boundary and on interdiction of major LOC's. The success 
of Operation futerprise must be considered from the standpoint of the two­
part mission. In Long An Province the milita~J pacification effort has 
resulted in the return of significant portions of the population and 
resources to GVN control. The operations conducted in Gia Dinh Province 
were successful in fragmenting the VC/NVi.. forces that assembled there after 

. being driven from the CapitCil City and in securing critical installations 
and supply lines from nny major attack. 

c. Operation ~UY...:;T TH;.NG was conducted from 11 March - 7 April 
1968. The 3d Brigade mission was-to conduct offensive operations to clear 
assigned areas of operation within the Capitol Hilitary District and to 
destroy VC/NVA ferces operating in Long An Province in close coordination 
and coopera.tion with 46th Infantry Regiment (.illVN) , 50th Infantry Regiment 
(ARVN), and 5th Ranger Group (ARVl.1). The 2d BattalionJ 3d Infantry con­
ducted clearing operations in Binh Chanh District to locate and destroy 
VCjNVA forces with emphasis on the 506th Bn. The 4th Battalion, 39th 
Infantry conducted cle~ing operations in Nha Be and Nhon Track Districts 
and secured main water lines of communication in the vicinity of Cat LaL 
the 3d Battalion, 39th Infa.ntry secured basecamps at Rach Kien~ French 
Fort, lUI Nhut Tan, and Binh Phuoc and continued offensive operations in 
Long An Province with emphasis on western Rach Kien District. The 2d 
Battalion, 60th Infantry (-) and 5th Battalion" 60th Infantry (Mechanized)(-) 
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remained OPCON to 1 st Brigade. QUYET TP.J.NG "laS marked by a s eri es of small­
s~le contacts with both VC and NVA forces usually in well-constructed 
bunkers with adequate overhead cover. From these .positions the enemy often 
displayed a willingness to engage friendly forces within the offective ren;?,(! 
of small arms weapons, and was dislodged only after repeated airstrikes 
and artillery fires had been called in on the target. Despite the VC/NVA 
attempt to ccpitalize on newly acquired equipment and techniques, Operation 
Quyet Thang succeeded in fragmenting the forces that had attacked Saigon 
during the TET Offensive and prevented their rcorg~~z~tion at a 
significant cost to the enemy in terms of casualties inflicted and materin.l. 
captured and/or destroyed. In addition the constflnt interdiction of LOG's 
and infiltration routes in both Long An and Gie. Dinh Provinces severely 
hampered resupply activities and restricted enemy units to small-scale 
operntions thereby substantially reducing the immediate threat to the Saigon 
area. 

d. During Operation TO:,N THil.NG, initiated on 8 April 1963, the 
brigade1s mission became more detailed as specific enemy units were identi­
fied and the disposition of VC/NVA forces was revealed. Still charged 
~~th responsibility for conducting combined offensive operations in the 
CND, emphasis w:!s now placed on completing destruction of enemy battalion 
and company sized units, blocking infiltration routes through Long An 
Province to Saigon, and continue assisting in the defense of critical in­
stallations with priority to the Cat Lai and Nha Be complexes. Brigade 
forces were already in position to accomplish the assigned mission at the 
conclusion of Operation i,?~ET TH/,Nq.. Except for minor changes in boundaries 
that occurred as ARVN forces pushed outward from the Saigon periphery, 

_ maneuver battalions continued operetions within previously designated AO's. 
_ .... On 14 April 1968, the company of 2d Battalion; 60th Infantry that had re-

- -- mained under 3d Brigade control wes placed OPCON to the 1 st Brigade, thereby 
completing the deployment of the battalion to the 1st Brigade TAOI. In 
addition the 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry (Mech:lnized)(-) v.es retained·to 
brigade control with one company and the scout platoon remaining OPCON to 
the 1 st Brigade. Operation TOAN TH1iNG continues as of the end of the re­
porting period rurl enemy losses are mounting. Ammunition fJ1d weapons 
caches continue to be discovered on a regular basis and significant contacts 
hJ.ve been established with sizenble VC/NVk forces in both Long An and Gia 
Dinh Provinces. There is some indication of ~ enemy build-up southwest 
of Saigon and combat operations have been concentrated in the area. To 
date the Toari Thang has succeeded in maintaining constant pressure on the 
enemy, cutting his supply and infiltration routes, and preventing any fik~jor 
attacks on critical installations. (See Inclosure 3, Brigade TiOI, for 
kreas of Operation.) 

e. During the reporting period the brigade was involved in 
ninety days of combat operations. The operations, conducted in reaction 
to the TET Offensive and other high priority committments, precluded the 
conduct of any training other than that requirod for replacement orientation. 

-
" 
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. f. Several major organizational changes have occurred within the 
brigade during the reporting period. The 2d Battalion, 3d Infantry and 
4th Battalion, 39th Infantry 1IIIere placed under operational control (OPCON) 
of 3d Brigade on 18 February 1968. The 2d Battalion, 60th Infantry ms 
remved fl'om OPCW of the brigade on 14 April 1968 and the 5th Battalion, 
60th Infantry (Meehanized)(-) \omS returned te OPCON of the brigade en the 
same day. The 6th Battalion, 31st Infantry became OPCON te the brigade 
en 27 April 1968. These changes are discussed in Paragragh 2 below. 

g. On 4 February 1968, Colonel George C. Bensen replaced C olbne 1 
George W. Everett as Coltlnanding Officer, 3d Brigade (Inclosure 2, Roster 
of Key Personnel). 

2. (C) Organization: 

a. In addition to the assigned maneuver battalion, one of weh 
is mechanized, and an organic Headquarters and Headquarters Company, the 
brigade has t~ additional infantry battalions under its operational con­
trol. The 2d Battalion, 4th Artillery, in a direct support role, has 
stationed one battery in each assigned maneuver battalion area. Normal 
service units also support the brigade. (See Inclosure 1, Orgaoizational 
Structure) 

b. The changes in unit dispositions and the expansion of the 
brigade TAOI into the Capitol Military District after the TET Offensive 
resulted in the following major organizational changes; 

" . (1) The 2d Bn, 3d In! and 4th Bn, 39th In! became OPCON to 
. 3'Cr -'Brigade en 18 February 1968 for the purpose of conducting operations in 
. Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts, Gia Dinh Province to loc.3.te and destroy 

VC/NlJA forces bolieved to have 'Wi thdre.wn to the area after the TET attacks 
on Saigon. 

(2) Thl.3 2d Bn, 60th In! was removed from OPCON of the brigade 
and placed OPCON to 1st Brigade on 14 April 1968. The Bn(-) had been 
OPCON to 1st Brigade since 7 March 1968. 

(3) The 5th Bn, 60th In!(-) was returned to OPCON of the 
brigade on 14 April 1968. One company and the scout platoon remained 
OPCON to the 1st Bda. The Bn(-) had been OPCON to CMD and 1st Bde since 

-', 1 FebruD.rY 1968. 

(4) The 6th En, 31st In! was placed OPCON to the brigade on 
27 April 1968 to be employed as a Ready Reaction Force (RRF) in either 
eM!) or Long il.n Provine e. 
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c. The resultant impact on the 3d Brigade is as follovre: 

(1) A requirement to establish liaison with CMD on a twenty­
four hour a day basis in order to coordina.te indirect fire end airstrike 
clearances. Present liaison team consists of two officers ~~d two enlisted 
personnel. 

(2) 1 .... reduced capability to conduct combat operations in the 
TAOI by requiring the 4th Bn, 39th Inf to assume responsibility for 2d Bn, 
60th Inf's 1.0 which lies within Tan Tru District, while continuing regularl:r 

assigned missions in Nha Be and Nhon Trach Districts. Co C, 3-39 Inf has 
been placed OPCON to 4-39 Inf to accomplish these missions. Consequently, 
3-39 Inf's availability for combat operations has also been reduced since 
the security of An Nhut Tan is a recurring mission for the battalion. 

(3) A reduction in convoy movement and security on Highway 
QL 4. The 5th Bn, 60th Inf (}1) (- ) with two companies avdlable for em­
ployment must be assigned recurring missions sparingly. In addition 
any committment f\ .. r an extended period of time would also require that an 
element from another unit be tasked with the mission of providing security 
for the FS/PB (Fire Support/patrol Base) at Binh Phuoc. 

(4) 1m increased capability to react swiftly and in force to 
VC/NVA attacks in the TA01. The 6-31 Inf with no permanent 1.0 or fixed base 
for its maneuver elements is available for committment in either the CMD 
or Long An Province with minimum delay. In addition the En can establish 
the maximum number of ambushes nightly along major land and water LOG's 
leading to Saigon. 

d. Location of major subordinate units: 

3-39 Inf - Rach Kien (XS 739695) 
4-39 Inf - Tan Thanh (XS 6556:23) 
5-60Inf (M)(-) - Binh Phuoc (XS 612544) 
2-3 Inf - FS/PB Smoke (XS 767765) 
6-31 Inf - No assigned location. Temporary FS/PB at 

Binh C~~nh (XS 715793) 
HHC, 3d Bde - Tan An (XS 546649) 

'~ 3.' (C) Personnel and J.uimi.nistration: 

a. Strength: During the reporting period, 3d Brigade Officer 
strength levels were generally good with 98.1 per cent assigned versus 
authorized and 90.1 present for duty versus authorized levels maintained 
on the average. At the present time the officer strength percentages 
are 97.5 and 92.4 per cent respectively. Enlisted strength figures aver­
aged 95.2 per cent a.ssigned versus authorized and 81.8 per cent present for 
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duty versus authorized. Present enlisted strength figures are 96 and 86.5 
per cent respectively. 

b. Casualties during the period were as follows: 

(1) KIA - 59 
(2) DOW - 14 
(3) NHD·· 1 
(4) WHA - 639 
(5) Misc- 28 
(6) RTD - 243 

c. Discipline, Law and Order: 

(1) Article 15's imposed - 56 
(2) Sumnk~y Courts~ial - 3 
(3) Special Courts-Martial - 12 
(4) General Courts-liartial - 1 

d. M:rl.ntelk"U'lCe of Morale: 

(1) One of the biggest morcl.e factors reIllCl..ins the extablish­
ment of a MARS radio station in the 3d Brigade area. 

(2) R & R: 

Out of Country 
In-Gountry 

AUTH UTILIZED 

615 
133 

609 
133 

(3) Religious services totaled 271 for the period with 7424 
personnel. attending. The Brigade Chaplains also conducted 15 memorial 
services, made 105 hospital visits, 2 visits to confinement faCility, and 
held 702 interviews. 

e. Medical: US personnel treated in 3d Brigade dispensaries 
totaled 5633. 

f • Military Police acti vi ti es: 

(1) The 3d Brigade had. 23 incidents r8C:Iuiring a serious 
incident report (SRI). 

(a) Eight traffic .?ccidents. 
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(b) Seven shooting incidents. 

(c) Two narcotic violations. 

(d) Six miscellaneous 

(2) Fifty-on<~ (51) traffic accidents occurred involving 3d 
Brigade vehicles not requiring serious incident reports. 

4. (C) Intelligence: Significant changes affeoted several .3.spects of 
intelligence and counterintelligence .3.ctivities th~oughout the 3d Brigade 
TAOI during the reporting period. 

a. Order of Battle: The Order of Battle of VC forces, opera­
tional in the Long An - Binh Chanh - Nha Be area was altered by the 
addition of the NVA Phu Loi II Battalion and a new Main Force Battalion, 
the 265th. Also a temporary NVA Battalion designated K3,'oPdrat~d btiefly 
in u>ng An Province in Februnry. As a result of the VC TEl' Offensi ve, 
the eneDW 'lfIQ.S forced to re-group and alter units and base areas. The 
Order of Battle in the Brigade TAOI is still undergoing transition as the 
in-province replacement system produced limited results, and the enemy was 
forced to strip local force units, upgrade guerrilla forces, impress young 
men and infiltrate NVA personnel. 

(1) The Phu Lei II Battalion entered VC Long An Province 
apprax:i.mately 5 January 1968, and around 28 January 1968, infiltrated 
south along the Vam Co Ibng River, crossed Highway 4 and passed through 
Rach Kien into the Binh Chanh - Can Giuoc border ~ea. The battalion 
apparently did not participate in the attack on Saigon and was assigned 
the mission of protecting areas in Binh Chanh District centering on 
Hung Long Village. Constant contact with 3d Bde units and airstrikes 
reduced the strength and effectiveness of the battalion 50 per cent. 
POW's stated that from the original four (4) companies (5th, 6th, 7th, 
and 8th), only t'WO were lett with the battalion (6th and 8th) in mid-~farch. 
The other two companies were detached as replacements to other battalions. 
By the end of l-larch, the 2-3 Infantry had reduced the 6th Oompany of the 
Phu Loi II Battalion to platoon size and forced the remainder of the batta­
lion into dispersed hiding <.J.r~as throughout the Binh Chanh - Can Giuoc 
border area. POvl's have shown that the Phu 10i II follows the standard 
pattern of having assigned a limited number of VC to assist in familiariza.-· 
tion 'With the area. The POW's confirmed the internal conflict between 
NVA end VC personnel. 

(2) The 265th Battalion is a possible addition to the Order 
of Battle. Numerous agent reports have placed the battalion in the base 
areas of the 2nd Independent Battalion in western Rach Kien and northern 
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Tan Tru. A Chieu Hoi from the battau.~ fe.fued on 15 April 1965,' giving 
the first positive evidence of the battalion's existence. The Chieu Hoi 
reported the battalion was formed from personnel from the 261st and 26.3d 
Battalions and 200 new recruits. The addition of the battalion confirms 
the increased emphasis placed on Long .An by the VC. The battalion's 
position is significant in that it threatens Ben .Luc and is in position 
to reinforce anywhere in Long An. 

(3) The 2d Independent Battalion was engaged in the Cholon 
area. at the start of the reporting period. Continued contacts traced its 
movement to northern Binh Chanh,' where in mid-March it went into hiding 
at less than 50 per cent strength. A recent Chieu Hoi has stated the 
battalion has gained replacements and is still in the northwestern Binh 
Chanh area avoiding contact with regular US/.A.RVN forces. The battalion 
had developed sufficient strength by early April to participate in a series 
of attacks on RF /PF outposts in Nha Be District. Tho battalion fS perfor­
mance in the attacks indicate that despite new repla:cements, ~he ~ 
structure, .although weakened during the TET Offensive, is still ~ctiona.l. 

(4) The 506th Battalion had been indentified in sever.al 
widely dispersed areas since the TET Offensive. The most recent Chieu 
Hoi indicates the presence of the battalion minus the heavy weapons com­
pany in southern Can Giuoc" other elements have been reported in the old 
base area in the Pineapple Plantation north of Ben Luc as well as south of 
Highway 4. Apparently elements of the 506th were .:severely hurt during TET 
and used to supplement other forces. The bulk of ' the battalion has not been 
~ed by friendly forces. 

(5) 'JIhe 5th Nha Be Battalion participated in the TET Offen­
sive and was last contacted on 10 February 1965· withdrawing fran the immed­
iate Saigon area. Since then, the 5th Nbc. Be has not been located. 
Recent reports has placed the battalion in dispersed locations along the VC 
supply routes in Can Giuoc. It is reasonable to assume the battalion, 
although ineffective far the last six months, suffered losses during the 
TET Offensive and had be be completely rebuilt. By the end of April, 
only the Heavy ~veapons Company on the Nha Be - Can Giuoc border appeared 
oapable of any offensive action. 

(6) The district companies continue to operate strictly 
within their district bourd~ies, however, the companies have cooperated 
in operations along their border areas. After TET the VC reorganization 
affected the districts by requiring each district to increase their forces 
from one company to one battalion. Thus far only the VC Ben Thu District 
reorganization has been confirr.led. The 312 Company (120 personnel) split 
and by upsrading local intravillage squads, formed the C1 Company (60 
personnel), C2 Company (40-60 personnel) and C.3 Company (75-90 personnel). 
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The companies have been reinforced 'With a "W9apons platoon of the 8th Bn 
consisting of VC and sane NVJ~ personnel. The remainder of the local 
district companies have been identified as remaining in their normal 
areas: -The 313 Company (100 personnel) in Binh Phuoc; the 314th Company 
(120 personnel) in Tan Tru; the 315th Company (40-60 personnel) in VC Can 
Duoc; and the 316th Company (100 persormel) in Cnn Giuoc. At the end of 
the reporting period, contact with the 315th Company resulted in 26 VC 
KIA (USOO) and effectively eliminated at least one of the two ma.rginally 
combat effective platoons in the company. The district companies have 
sustained a Inajor loss of personnel to the mobile battalions and main 
force units. J~gent reports of NVi.. personnel repla.cements in the district 
companies ~ppears confirmed by n noticeable change in the response of these 
units to contacts. The 10co.1 forces are now brenking in the open in an 
effort to disengage am. are often sighted moving in the d ayUght as 'WEIll 
as reacting to nircrnft in 6uch a way ~s to disclose their pcsitions. 

" Local guerrilla units were stripped as replacements and intensive recruiting 
has replaced most of the losses, however, the quality has suffered greatly. 

b. Enemy Tactics and Techniques: 

(1) The VC in Long An Province used Februnry and ~1arch to 
disengage their major units from the Saigon area and to rebuild them. 
During this period they were subjected to intensive attacks by friendly 
forces. Initially the enemy attempted to avoid contact and retain their 
position in Saigon peripheral area in an offensive posture. Finally 
the major units were dislodged by our operations and attempted to hide in 
fragmented groups still within the general area. Continued operations 
destroyed over 50 per cent of the 2d Indepem.ent and 506th Battalions, and 
both battalions began the process of rebuilding in late February. It 
became obvious the second offensive would not take place imMediately and 
propaganda build-up began for late april or Nay. The local guerrilla and 
district forces were stripped of personnel to rebuild the battalions, but 
this and the intensive proselyting were insuffici ent. The VC in Long fill 
were forced to use NVA filler personnel down to district companies in order 
to regain an offensive capability. 

(2) In mid-Februnry the VC attempted to resupply their units 
around Saigon, however, due to our interdiction efforts, they were unable 
to do so until early J~pril, e.nd it appeared that the enemy had succeeded 
in resupplying and reinforcing only their major units and few district 
companies. '. 

(3) The enemy reorganization of the VC Long l .. n Province into 
what appears to be two tactical sub-regions was" accomplished prior to TET 
and has remained in effect. The sub-region south of Hwy 4 has had the major 
realignment of forces. The Original local force battalions were reittforced 
with the Phu Loi n Battalion initially and later the 265th Battalion. 
. . 
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In addition to the command element, in late April it appeared that the 
weapons elements had been combined into a Heavy Weapons Unit and reinforced 
with other heavy weapons units. 

(4) VC tactics have changed during the reporting period. 
The enemy remains along the river lines, but they are now digging their 
bunkers in the first rice paddy dike out from the n·ippa palm line rather 
than the edge of the nippa palm as they did previously. This was in res­
ponse to our past practice of placing our ~irstrikes in the edge of the 
nippa palm. The enen:w has shown a marked reluctance to make contact with 
US forces. They avoid contact unless we actually enter their bunker line, 
then they will defend at all costs until darkness when they will disperse 
in small groups from the area often dressed in civilian clothing over their 
uniforms. The najor change is that the defense is stubborn and involves 
the Whole unit rather than rear guard actions as in the past. The VC have cc 
tinu~d haro.ssl:lI,mt of RF/PF outposts and·nortnring of !.njcr US/GVN instillati<.. 

c. Enemy losses during the reporting period numbered 864 VC body 
count, 26 prisoners of war, and 40 rallied under the Chieu Hoi Program. 
Enemy equipment losses during the period includes 3e crew-served weapons, 
132 small arms, 1862 rounds of 81/S2mm mortar, 351,831 rounds of small 
arms ammunition, 1179 rounds of B-40 and B-41 amnunition am 200 rounds of 
60mm mortar. (See para 5 for detailed losses) 

d. The quality of intelligence varies greatly among the many 
agencies available here in long An, but all have made significant contri­
butions to the 3d Brigade intelligence effort. The most valuable agencies 
continue to be the 149th !iI, the 525th MI, the 9th MI, and the Combined 
Operations Intelligence Center (COIC), which is the Long An Sector - US 
Advisory collection agency. These agencies provide the most assistance 
because of the timeliness and the accuracy of their reports. The Police 
Special Branch (PSB), in conjunction \dth the Police Interrogation Center, 
provides valuable information on infrastructure and in-depth studies 
of VC techniques and objectives. District Operations and Intelligence 
Coordinating Centers (DOICC) are operational and functioning in five of the 
seven districts. These joint US/ARVN centers, operating under the District 
Chiefs and the District Advisor, acquire, analyze and disseminate intelli­
gence at district level. The DOICe's have proven their value for acquiring 
intelligence and reacting to both military and infrastructure targets. 

Casual sources, frequently Vietnamese civilians, have proven very valuable 
during the past months in locating mines, booby traps and caches. Every 
effort is being made to encourage this kind of assistance. 

The rapport and cooperation between Long lin Sector and the 3d Brigade is 
excellent. In addition to daily contacts with COIC, S-2, 3d Brigade main­
tains liaison with the numerous agencies at Sector by liaison officers. 
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SUBJECT: Comb~t ~erations Aft.er Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32) (U) 

THRU: COll'lD.Bnd Channels 

TO,: Commander 
U. S. Military Assist~nce Comm.-'U'ld, Vietnam 
ATl'N: J3J.J 
APO 96243 

1. Name or Identity end/or Type of Operation: Canbat operation to defend 
southern approaches to &igon-CMD C'Xea and defend key installations in southern 
Saigon-CMD area. 

2. Da.tes of Ope:r?tion: 6 l-frv - 13 J.ft,y 1968. 

3. loca.tion: Gia Dinh Province, Nha Be t'Jld Binh ChE'nh Districts. 

4. Control or Comm.....nd HCt".dquarters: HeadquartlJrs, 3d Brigade, 9th 
Infantry Division in coordination ld.th CG, CMDi 

5. Reporting Officer: Colonel George C. Benson, ColIlllMding Otticer, 
3d Bda, 9th Inf D1v; Lieutenant Colonel Joseph H. SchmAlherst, Comm.."Inding 
Officer" 6th Battalion, 31 st Infuntry; Li.mten!!.nt Colonel Antoony p. Deluc:"" 
Conmanding Officer, 3d Bp.ttalion, 39th Infrtntry; Lieutonent Colonel Robert 
L. Adcock, Comru:m:ling Officer, 4th Battalion, J9th Infantry; M.eutenllnt 
Colonel John B. Tower, C~-mding Officer, 2dB!1ttDlion, 47th Inf:"Iltry; 
Lieutenent Colonel Eric F. Antillr., Comn:mding Officer, 5th Battalion 
(Mechlmized), 60th Infantry. 

6. Task Orgnnization: 

a. U. S. Forces: 

(1) Maneuver Battolions: 

6-31 Inf 
3-39 Inf 
4-39 In! 
2-47 In! (eff 09 ~ 68) 
5-60 In! (M) (-) 

(2) BriBnde Control: ---._ ... - .. -~---

( 

\ 
\ 
\ 

~i\,Ut;D AT , llaAR 
INrERV' ALS R...:.CRADED 

B Trp, 7-1 Cav (7-13 M;-y 6f5) 
D Trp, 3-5 Ce.v (8-13 Mt\y 68) 
HHC, 3d Bde, 9th Inf Div 
2-4 Arty(-) DS 
Btry B, 7-8 Arty (8 in lIlld 175mm) FS Reinforcing 
Btry C, 1-84 Arty (155mm) Reinforcing 
&try B\-), 1-84 Arty (155nm) ROinforcing 
3d Plt, 9th MP Co (Spt) 
3d Plt, Co C I 9th Sig Bn (~t) 
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Co D, 709t h lbint Bn (SDt) 
Co c .. 15th E}!gr Bn (ns)· 
Co C.. 9th Mell Bn (8Ft;) 
Tm, 9th MI Dot (~t) 
3d PIt, 335 RRC (apt) 
Sec .. 4th AA Plt, 2d CA Co (~t) 
AV Fld' 'lm, 246th PSYOPS Co (Spt) 
2d PIt.. C Btry, 5-2 Arty (DS) 
2d PIt, H Btry, 29th Arty (DS) 

b. Vietn:weso forces operll:ting in close coordinA.tion ~d cooperation 
with 3d Brigade units: 

30th River Assault Group (RAG) (ARoVN) 
rtF /pF Forces, Gia. Dinh Province 
Nha Be and Binh Chrolh District Forces 
Capitol Militery District Forces 

7. Supporting Forces: 

II Field Forcos !.vil".tion Units 
7th USAF 
1st Log Cm:L 

8. Intelligence: Enemy situ:~tion prior to the May (2d) Offensive: 
Reporting Period: 1 April to 11 May 1968 

During this period all enemy activity in sub-region 3 1ndicnted mAssive 
efforts to resupply, train crx:l provide recruits to all VC/rNA units suffering 
fran the hea.vy losses sustained during the 'lET Offensive. At the spme time, 
the enelD\Y' continued h."U"Msment of filied nnd ARVN installations throughout the 
TAO! concentrating on attncks by fire. md Ilvoiding contact except \here their 
base oro..'\s were chnllenged. tt wns obvious during this period th.n.t the enemy's 
rebuilding efforts were pointing toWl'.ros A. second offensive in the St'igon ~ee. 

Major battcl1.on-sized elements in our AD became increasingly difficult 
to engage. For Appclrent security purposes" trro.itionl!l~ en6lD\Y' unit bese ~eee 
were abandoned with only token LF representation, movement pnttems seemed 
erratic as tho enemy attempted to cover'their subsequent movoment into c.ttnck 
posi tiona south of Sclgon. In ~di t.ion, information was received thnt some LF 
and MF company-size elements, normnlly oper~.ting sep.rrately, were uniting in M 
effort to bolster the nttllCk strength of the l~rger MF units. LF elements in 
the 3d Bde's imnediate aren of interest nrown US installations, begl'n coordin­
ated attacks in order to cover the maneuver of tho Saigon attack forces. In­
creasing VC conrnand emphasis was plllCed on terrorist activities, interdiction 
ot lines of communication, sabote.ge of Route 4 and attacks by fire on nll 
stra.tegic points in sub-region 3. Interdiction nlong Route 4 was especi~lly 
heavy between Ton An nnd Binh Chl'U'lh.Speciilly formed sApper elements initi!\too 
IOOre frequent route-severing attempts nlong secondnry roads lending to and from 
all US subordinnte installations. Attncks by fire incrensed on ARW, f&/pF (P's 
throughout sub-region 3.' In nIl attempt to h:unper reinforcement efforts bv 
Allied and ARVN units, . combined LF elements put ever increa.sing pressure on the 
Tan I'm am Ben Luc Bridges.. At vllrious tiI:IB both loc.?tions came under rocket, 
mortar, grourn and probing attacks. During this reporting period, especi.!'llly 
in the last t'WOweks of April, pressure wns exerted on lUI lll?jor Allied l"nd 
ARVN installations in Can Duoc .. Can Giuoc, and Nba Be Districts as a diversion 
to the maneuvering of the nttack elements into positions south of S~igon. 

'!he bulk of the offensive from the south w:'l.8 to be borne bv the 3d 
Independent, 506th LF, ~d Phu Loi II battalions with the A.id of suPPorting 
elements fran the 5th Nhn Be Bn 

The enemy's overnll plan for the attnck in the southern region h!:'Jl the 
2d Im, 506th, Phu Loi II and supporting elements fran tho 5th Nha Be I\tt~,cking 
and occupying the 7th, 9th t.'nd 9th Precinct s ru.ong Saigon t s southorn axtreml tio 
The 0.16 LF and the 263 Bn l s wtttrsupporting rCGlr elements 'Were to provide dive: 
sion by att~cking from the southwest into the Coolon - Phu ~m area. .. ....... .... . 



9. Hi asions : ~' -, ' 

3. Deploy the 3d Bde south of $ru.gon to deny VC/NVA forces accoss 
to the city. 

b. Defend key installations south of Sci.gon. 

c. Be prepared to reinforce US and ARVN units in S::d.gon-CMD area. 

10. Concept of Operation: 

a.. The general concept of operations was to move four I1Lmeuver batta.­
lions by airlift and .vehicle to positions along suspected routes of infiltrA.tion 
into the southern Saigon-CMD area.. 

b. Conduct extensive canoot opers.tions in Binh Chanh and NhA. Be . 
Districts to loce.te and destroy VC/NVA units stflging to attack the Seigon-CMD 
area.. 

11. Executi on : 

a. 6 May 1968: The disposition of forces in Gia Dinh Province on 
6 May was the 4-39 Inf at Nha Be (XS 916823) tmd the' 6-31 Inf at FS/pB Snoke 
(XS 7871(9). Because of the buildup of intelligence, the 5-60 Inr(M) WP.S 

moved from Binh Phuoc, (XS 615550) to XS 815868, south of Saigon. At nightf~l 
on the 6th, the complete disposition of units m8: 6-31 Inf (COIS A-and D) 
at FS/pB Smke, XS 7897~9; 4-39 Inf had Co B' at Cat Lei (XS 956895), Co C at 
IS 880853, Co E and RHC at Nha Be (XS 916823), 00 C/3-39 Inf (CPCON to' 4-39) 
at Nha Be (XS 916823).;' the 5-60 Inf (M)' had RHC end Co A at IS 815A68, 2d Plt 
of Co A at X5 9841378 {CPCON to 4-39 Inf), !md Co C elements at XS 875868, 
IS 814875, and :xs 8538S7. 

b. 7 May 1968: '!'he 6-31 Int moved Cots B and C from Binh Chanh to 
FS/pB Smoke and conducted compruly-sizcd airmobile assaults And recon in force 
opere.tiona eilSt of Binh Chanh. The operations had negntive results and at 
nightfall the disposition of· the bl:1.tttUion W!".B RHC n.nd Co C at FS/pB Smoke, 
Co A at xs 808865, Co B at XS 819866, Co C hEd one plt at the Ben Luc Bridge 
(XS 618748) D!ld one plt OPCON to 5-60 Inf (IS 816874) o.ni one plt at IS 7758J;!.. 

The 3-39 Inf conducted local security patrols vic R2.ch Kien untU 
the nfternoon. Beginning at 1400H, the Bn Hqa nhd Co's A and B were l'irlifted 
to positions south of Snigon. The tin.'u disposition of the battalion W1'\S: 

HHC nnd Co B ut XS 83S~69, Co A nt XS e2886a, Co C (OPCON to 4-39 Int) nt 
IS 880870. COl s A·tm,d B of 3-W' In! bec~ (PCON to 3-'9 Int to defend base­
camps at kn Nhut Tan (XS 665674), Rach Klen (XS 140669), and the French Fort 
(XS 896616). 

The 4-39Inf conducted riverine t'\rd £ootmobiie recon in force 
operntions west and northwest of Nha Be :with three coIIpp..nies. The operl':\tions 

, had nego.tive results rihd the disposition of the bntttUion at nightfall was: 
HHC, Co C am Co E o.t Nha Be (IS 916a23); Co A at Tan Tru (XS 654623); Co B 
at Ca.t Ld (XS 956895); :Co 0/3-39 (CPCON to 4-39 Int) nt XS 8S0S70; and one 
pit of ;-60 Inf(l,1) (OPeON to 4-39 Int) at IS 89687.3. 

The 5-60 Int (M) conducted recon in force opere.tions with Cots 
A and C. The field CP . of Co C/5-6O Inf (M) C!'JIle under mortnr ~.ttack l!.t 0345H. 
The company received 3. total of 80 rounds of 82mm mortDl' fire. Fire was re­
turned using orgcnic weapons, arty tmd a lLght fire team. The CP received 
8 to 10 RPG rounds e.t 0515H. The so.me slfPport was used for this contact. 
There were no casu..."\l.ties from either· contl".ct lI.nd the VC loases are unknown. 
The 3d Bde received a cnll at 0545H th·?t t'.n lJiVN outpost r-.t XS 827875 ~.S 
under a ground attack from no estimated VC comp~.n:v. The 2d Plt of Co C de­
parted its night loCution (XS 845885) to reinforce the outpost. At 0610H 
at .xs 827875, the platoon established contact ldth an unknOVl. size VC force. 
The platoon Wll8 joined by the rest ot Co C e.t o642H. The compNlY remt.'ined 
in contc.ct until 2000H \-hen the enl.:lmy 'Withdrew to the south. Co C was joined 
at 1030H by Co A/5-6O Iht (M) nt-x5 829876. The tl«> units were supported by .. ...... ... .. 
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/1 aIXl killed 26 vc. The final disposi7..7.on of 1biits at nightfall was: Hl£, 
/ Co fS D and E at FS/pB Smoke (XS 787'!':'.',~:~; CQ .\. ..,.;t IS 865;n4; Co B (POON to 

.: 3-.39 Inf; md Co C et XS S67874. TIt-., ;.,;', M,' :'-39 In!' flew a cO!1tinuous VR 
south of Saigon during the night of a-I? '-t~.;; 68. Usinf~ fJ. at("..rUght scope, he 
spotted several S<JIIlpc.ns ruld one group of 10 VC during tha night. Using heli­
copter gunships md arty, he ld.lled 6 VC vic IS 713710 e.nd sank 3 sampans vic 
IS 846655. At 0225H the battC'.lion field CP (XS 845886) began receiving a 
mortar a.ttack. The comp receivod a total of 50 rounds of 82m before the 
a.ttack cer.sed at 0255H. At 0345H, the camp came under a mortar and ground 
attack by M. estimated'V\} battalion. The ntt:'ick continued until 0630H 'When 
the VC withirew to the' south nnd west. The contact was supported by helioop­
ter gunships, USAF C-47 , Spooky' fll're l'!nd gunships, arty and organic -weapons. 
US casualties from the :attack were 2 KHA end 67 VliA. Enemy- losses were 4 VC 
KIA. During the day Co' A' conducted recOIl in force operaticm.s in the vic of 
the battallon bo.fiCamp with negative results. Co B conducted recOIl in force 
southwest of the battalion basec<'JDp in pursuit of the attacking force. The 
company recEd ved sniper fire three di fferent times between 0700H nnd 1400H 
with no casualties. At 1430H vic XS 843878, Co B established contact with an 
unknown size ilC force. The a.ction continued until 1700H 'With the eneDij" fire 
fluctuating between heavy to sporl'.dic. The action was supported ld.th helicopter 
gunships, TI£ Jdr, arty r.nd organic weapons. Tho .:lction resulted in 12 VC 
body count and 1 US WHA~ The 3-39 Inf received (PooN of B/6-31 Inf at 1400H 
to support the B/3-39Inf contact. ~lhen the cOIDplmy approo.ched thti are3 of 
contact, they began receiving sporadic sniper fire. the company established 
a block to the southwest of the contact areo.. The sporadic sniper tire con­
tinued until 1700H and' rasulted in 9 US WHA. Tho action resulted. in 10 VC KIA 
for Co B/6-31 Inf. 1kn/2-47 Inf (CPCON 3-39 Int) conducted locl'~ petrols 
in the vic of the battalion basecamp (XS 845886). The patrols sustained 1 US 
WHA from sniper'firaat 1500H vic IS 844855. The disposition of units at 
nightfall ws:, HHC, 'Co B, Rcn/3-39 am Rl!n/2-47 at XS 845885; Co it. o.t IS 81.2883; 
and Co C Cf'CON to 4';"39·Inf. 

The 4-39'Infconducted. recon in torce opero.tions \td.th Clo's C/4-39 
Int' and C/3-39 Int'. The units moved from XS 8lilSOO to the south to a village 
located at XS 853781.". . Prior to reaching the vill..:lge at XS 8577f1}, the units 
established cont!'l.ct 'With an esti~ted company_ The aetion was supported by 
helicopter gunships, TJ£ Air, art~r run orr.::anic w6tlpons and resulted in 2 US 
WHA ani 34 VC body count. The disposition of the batt-alion at nightfall was' 
HHC and Co's C and E at Nha Be (XS 916822); Co B at IS W7853; and Co C/3-39 
Inf a.t .IS SJ;?794. 

The 5-60 Inf (M) conducted recon in force operations \td.th Co's 
A and C from IS 004868' totmrds the 3-39 Int' bnsecanp (lS 8458(6) _ At 1300H 
vic IS 833877, both companies established contact with an esti.mated VC com­
pany. The units ldlled: 5 VC in the action which continued for one hour 11m 
sustained 9 US 'WH.b. Tpe disposition of the battalion at nightfall was: HHC 
and Co C l'.t XS 810877l' lind Co A(-) at XS 797865. 

The 2-47 Inf (M) became <PCON to the 3d Bde at 11~H and eonduc­
ted racon in force operations vic IS Si0800. At 15SOH the battalion established 
contact 'With an e st1mat ad VC battali on. The action continued until 1830H 'When 
the VC withdrew to the south. The action was supportad by helicopter gunships, 
TAG Air, art.y andorgimic weapons and resulted in 61 VC body count. 7 tJC,-47's, 
2 RPG-2 launchers ru'Xi 2 HPD-56 machineguns ctlptured. The unit sustained 18 
US KHA and 36 US liiA..· The battalion established a battalion field lOcation 

:::-IS 872886 with all 'units co-located at this location.. ~ 

LE
"/ Troop D/3-5 Cav supported contacts of 5-iO Inf, 3-39 Int, and 

6-31 Int' during the day am killed 7 VC, s~nk 6 sampans, destroyed 2S structures 
and caused S second~ explosions_ ---­Troop B/7-1 Cay supportod the 2-47 Inf and 4-39 Inf contacts 
killing 30 \C and destroy-tog 1 ell. 122mJD. rocket launcher vic XS 836852. 

e. . 10 Hay 1968: The 6-31 In! conducted footmobile racon in force 
operations during the~inorning ~ SOOg'f4 'tId.th Co's A and C. The operation 
had. negative results., At 1440H Co A cmd Co C conducted airmobile assaults into 

.. ... -, -.. . 
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e LZ XS 8·13835. 5-60 lor tii)" cionto.ct~, From the W, th" 
unit s moved 'West to woodline t hen southwest to XS 804827. Both comp3l'lies' 
established t.l. block oriented to the Gntt at this location. The block had 
negative results. The final disposition of the units a.t nightfall wn6~ . HFC, 
Co's B" D" and E at FSjPB &:nke (IS 789769); Co A at xs 791$29; and 00 0 at 
XS 814822. 

The 3-39 Inf conducted footmobile recon in force operations 'With 
Co's A and B vic IS 841002. At 0930H 00 B deported its.night location (.IS 
845885) and begM mOving to the northwest; At 100511 vic IS 841882" the com- , 
pany began recei v1ng RPG ani automatic weapons fire. The compeny rea.cted with 
helicopter gunships from Troop B/7-1 dav; T.ti.C Air an:i arty. .h.t 1100H Co A de­
p~ed its night location (XS SJ.,2SSO) to support the contact and entered into 
the engagement at 1255H. At 1300H Recon/3-39 Inf also reinforced the contact. 
The three unLts kept the enemy force OOI;tainod in their bunkers end used arty 
arxi a1rstrikes on the enemy while Troop D/3-5 Cav screened and provided gun­
ship support. The contact continued until 1930H when Co I s i'L end B swept into 
the e.rea of contoot •. ·The action resulted in 65 VC body count" 5 US KHA md 
27 US vlHA. 

The 4-39. Inf cond~cted waterbome (airboats) ecreenirig operations" 
waterborne assoolts and footmobile recon in force operations in: northem Nba 
Be District (vic IS 865885). During the night (OOqoH" 0225H, NJi 0254H};'" 
Co C/3-39 Inf (OPCON to 4-39 Inf)" in an ambush position vio XS 84179:>" engaged. 
3. total of 7 srunpans he?ding north toward Sr..-dgon. The area of mlbush was swept 
at first light opd 8 va bodies "e~ foQnd along., enough oQJUled goods cm.d rice 
to feed 100 men approximately two dc,ys. Co C/4-39 screened in the pirboats 
between IS 86sae5 and .IS 855882. l~t 1230H the company beached at IS 857849. 
While senrchi:ng an airstrike nrea (XS 857849)" the compa.ny foUlli a total of 
18 va bodies !dlle<! by T,,£ Air" arty and small arms. '!he disposition of units 
at nightfall was: HHC and CO IS C and E at Nha Ba (xa 916822); Co B at IS 858800; 
and Co C/3-39 (OPCON 'Lr39 In!) at IS 89.3902. 

. ';:: 

'!he 2-47 In! (M) conducted mechanized recon in force operations 
with Co's A and,C fran'IS 873884 to: the west with negative results. The batta­
lion established a battalion field location et IS 810872 lI1th seven platoon­
size llDlbushes in that general vicinity. 

The 5-60 In! (!vi) conducted mechanized recon in force operat1~ 
trdth COl s .it. and C. The compnnies departed their night locatiClls and moved 
south to reinforcean< ARVN outpost which was under attack (IS 813825). At 
1120H vic .IS 813828 1 00 A. establlshoo conta.ct with t.\l1 esti~ted VC compa.D.7 
in heavil,. fortified bunkers. Co C moved to the east nank Elnd tllD cOJII)aitl.es 
Il"oI!l the 6-31 (A and C) wert} inserted on the lroJE)st. All l.Uli.ts battered the 
VO all da:y until2.a'.'Qi when tho contact was broken. Hillcopter gunships tram 
TrOQP 0/3-5 Oav" TAG Air, arty nndorganic W9apons support.ed the contact. '!he 
action resulted in 4 US ~KHA" 28 US rflA ani 20 VC RIh am 3 VC POW's. The final 
disposition for the battilion was: lliC ani Co C at IS 810863; 00 A{-) at 
IS 815876; and l/A/5-ClJlnf at XS820S70. ~. 

Troop B/g-1 Cav supported the 3-39 Int in its contact during the 
day. Totals far the action were 5 va KIA.. 

Troop 0/3-5 Cay supported the 5-l:J) In! (M) and 6-31 In! contact 
all through the day.:"Tota.ls for the action were 11 va KIA" 1 va WI.t't, 16 sam­
pans destroyed, and 39" structures destroyed.. 

f. 11 ~ 1968: The 6-31 In! conducted nirmobile and recon in force 
operations wlth Oo's A and O. At first light the two Units began SW9eping the 
area of yesterday's cont~ct (XS 811.820). During the S\'l6ep at XS 815823" Co A 
discovered 3 VO KIA, 2 RPG-2 launchers" 13 B-40 rockets, 3 AJ,..47' s" 2 AK-47 
bandoliers, 10 chioan grenruies l 15 lbs of clothing md 1 lb of documents. 
The compan;r also destroyed 12 bunkers in the scme Brea. Co a in the same area 
found:) B-40 rockots, 1 K.-50, 1 HPG-2 lo.unchor, 1 SKS rifle ... 1 9mm pistoll 1 
~47, 1 AK-50" 1 chic om radio ani sane web gear. From this eorea 00 C con­
tinued operations to the south.---J;.t 1515H vic IS 823797, the company engtlgod 
an estimated VC platoon. Tho cont1!ct was SU})ported by Troop 0/3-5 Cav ani i _ _ _. -:;--7 
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arty ani broke at 1600H. Tho nction resulted in 4 us WHA end the enemy ce.su 
ties ere unknown. ThO disposition of the battalion n.t nightfall was: HHC, 
Co f s I .. and E at FS/PB &noke (XS 789769); Co B at IS 845878; Co C at IS 008008 
3Ild Co D at JS 886770. 

The 3-39 In! conducted reoon in force operlltions with COl s A and 
initially. Co A oonducted. footmobile oper~.tions £rom. IS 826864 to the north8~ 
At 1U,H vic IS t!36875, the oompnny started reoeiving BFG, automatic weapons, 
and snill arms fire from an e stimo.ted 50 vc. The co~an.y reacted with Troop I 3-, Cav gunships, arty and T.IlC Air. Rl:,n/2-47 In! (M) lmS positioned to the 
north of the contact in a blocking position. At 1200H, the platoon came undel 
heavy automatic am snall arms .tire from the VC force attempting to withdraw 
to the north. The two units pounded the enemy from both sides all during the 
d~ until the VC broke contact at 1830H. The units susttdned 5 US VIlA as a 
result of the conta.ct e.rd killed 27 VC. 00 B conducted recon in torce opera­
tions from IS 843883 to the south. At 0930H vic IS 845979, the collpany estab­
lished oontact with an estimn.tcd reinforced VC oOllpany. 00 B/6-31 Inr WM 
placed OPCotl to the 3-39 In! and moved from IS 8~800 wst to the point of 
contact establishing contact am blocking from the east at 1100H. Q:, B/2-47 
Inf (M) wasplaced··OPCON to the .3-39 In! at 0930H md began moving south to 
the point· ·ot- eontcwt 'at 1000H. 4\t. 1100H Co B/2-47 Inf established a block 

\ oriented. north at XS·'846SS0. At 1105H the unit begen receiving SA fire. lJ.l 
\ of the units involved pounded the enemy with TAO Air and orgv.nic ~~ons until 

~
: 2(x)OH \then the contact broke. The action resulted. in 9 US 'WHA end 21 VC body 

count. The tinal disposition of tho bttttillon wast HID at IS 845884; Co A at 
15 834876; Co B at IS 842882; and Co 0 at IS 847fW. • 

. ~ - ."'-....-. .-. 

The 4-39 In! conducted airmobile lll'ld recon in force operations 
northeast ot Nha Be. The operation had nogative results and the disposition 
of the battalion at night till ~: HHG, OOIS B and Eat NOO Be (XS 916822); 
and 00 0 at XS 886772. 

The 2-47· In! (M) conducted local patrols from the vicinity ot its 
night locL'.tions with negative results. The disposition ot units at nightfall 
was: HHC at IS 810072; 00 B at xs 780841) and Co 0 at IS 854887. 

The 5-(;0 Inf (M) conducted local patrols from its night location 
south of &igon with 'nega.tive results. Th~ dist)osition ot units at nightfall 
~as: HHC and Co A' at' XS 815877; lOd Co B at IS f:117872.· , 

Troop B/1-1 Cc>.v supported the 3-39 In! and 6-31 Int contA.cts 
killing 6 ve. . . 

L=_~~~Troop D/3-5 Cay also supported both contacts -with negative results. 

g. 12 May 1968: The 6-.31 Inf' conducted rirmob~.le assaults and toot­
mobile reoon in· force: oper.:lt:tons in southern Binh Chanh District with negative 
results.. The disposition of units at night till was: HHC, Oo's A and ~ .!lot •. 
FS/pB &!.oke (18 789769); Co B at XS 847876; Co 0(-) at IS 845785; ~ ~3I In! 
at IS 804775. 

The 3-39 Inf and attaohed units had sporadic eontact in the area 
ot the 11 May contact w;th groups or vc vary.i.ng in size from a .tire team to a 
platoon. The groups were spread and appeared to be the remnants of the units 
engaged 11 May. The battalion field CP received. a total of 23 1"OUDIla of 7Smm 
reco111ess ritle .t:i.refrom. an unknown siZe VO force.. There were no ca8Ul\lties 
and the counter-.mrtar fire produced unknown results. ht O83OH vic IS 828874, 
Co .1 fouM 20 vcr KIA, 20 B-40 rounds, 1 BPG-7 launcher, 8 J£.47' s, 2 JJ{,..SO's, 
and some ~b ge.ar. lot ~050H vic IS 842882, Co B began reCeiving sniper tire 
from l'. nippapalm area.' 'Thecompany attacked tho area, engaging and killing 5 VC 
and capturing 1 :l1t-47.· The company continued to search in the area. At 1630H 
vic IS 841881, 00 B engaged a VO platoon killing 15 VC. 1.t. 1440H Co B/2-47 
(OPOON to 3-39 Int) eng OS <Xi an est1mn.ted squad killing 11 ve and capturing :l 

small amount or snell arms OJIIDO. The contact tor all units WP.& sporadic all 
do;y. Th~ totals tor the dnys action were: S9 ve KIA, 8 1J{,..47 t s, 2 J.K-;ols, 
1 BFG-7 launcher, 300 rds of AY-J+7 a.mroo, 1;0 US 1 :50.000 maps of Saigon, 20 
a..1J) rds, and S BPG-7 rQ.s. The $irsposition .t:1! the battalion was: me, fWn/ 
3-39 Int and. [U,n/2-47 lri{ at :s 845984; Co k\ at XS 841876 to:XS 891879; Co B 
at XS 846878; am Co e E'.t XS 843873. 
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The 1.wJ9 Inf conducted nirmobile assaults and !ootmobile recon in 
force operationS" 'with Co I 6 B and C in western Nha Be District (XS 857849). At 
1300H vie IS 85'7850 .. Co B discovored .3 VC killed by arty" 1 B-40 rd" 15 sunken 
sarilpan~,:e ... 7's ~' a. sm~ ?ag of .HK anmo. The rest of the operation had 
,n.a~ " .'. '. t.s. The dispoSl.tl.on of the battalion at nightfall was: liOO, 
«;'1:tl "'C .. ' a1i Nha ~e (XS 916822); Co B at IS 867177. 

The 2-47 In! conducted mechanized recon in fbrce operations vic 
XS 8578S6 ~th negative results. The disposition of the battalion nt nightfall 
was: HHC at XB.875886; Co B at lS 8438~3; Co C at AS 854887; and Ben Plt at 
IS 843973. 

The s-«J In! (M) conducted local patrols 'With negative results. 
The disposition of the battalion at nightfall was: RHC and Co C at XS 877872; 
Co B at ~ 81 5876 and .IS 896864. 
-.. -.-~ --_ .. 

\ nl Troop D/:3"'!'5 Cav and Troop B/7-1 Cav supported 3-39 contacts wLth 
~3-5 Cav ld.lllng 1 VC. 

I 
/ 

h. 13 M3y 1968: The 6-31 In! conducted airmobile assaults and foot­
mol::d.le recon in force operations with COl s A, C, and D in southem Binh Chanh 
District. .tlt 16~H vic XS 799838.. Co D found 1 VC lali. and tWl hand grenade 
booby traps. The company dostroyed 13 bunkers in the area. At 1640H the com­
pany had 1 US WHA from a booby trap. The battalion 5-3, airborne oyer 
IS 814774, spotted.3· VC' KIA floating in the rivor. iJ.l other operations had 
negative results.' The disposition of the battalion at night!e~l was: Hl£ .. Co IS 

J.i. .. C, and E at FS/PB anoke (XS 789769) j Co B OPCON to 3-39 Inf'j Co D at 
XS 790835. 

The 3-39 Inf conducted mop-'!lJ,) operations BOuth of Saigon ~th 
Co's A (vic .xs 845875), IJ (vic XS 846876), B/6-31 (vic XS 847878), B/3-39 and 
1/2-47 (vic .xs 842880 an::l west). iJ.l body counts ~d equipment captured were 
a result of previous actions except for 1 VC hIli. by B/6-31 In! vic .IS 849877 
at 1345H, and 1 POW capturad by B/2-47 vic IS 844882 at 1000H. The totals 
for the day were: Co A/3-39 - 16 va KJA, Co B/3-39 - 14 VC KIJ.., B/6-31 - 15 
VC KIA .. Rcn/3-39 - 1 'VC KIA .. B/2-47 - 1 POW captured. Equipment captured tor 
the day wa.s: 13 iJf-.47's, 2 JiK-SO's, Z7 5-40 rockets, 3750 7.62 rds, 1 Cal .38 
pistol, 1 Cal 45 pistol .. 7 chicom grenades, 1 va flag, 1 VC map with muld.ngs. 
Co A was moved from soUth of Saigon to Rach Kien in the afternoon. The dis­
position of units at nightfall w:lS: HHC, B/3-39 .. B/6-31 and Rcn/3-39 vic 
XS 845882. ' 

The 4-39 Inf conducted airmobile assaults and recon in force 
operations northwest of Nha Be with negative results. T'N) men from Co B were 
w::>undod by a grenade booby trap. The disposition of the battalion at nightfall 
was: HIlC, Co's B, E .. and C/3-39 at Nha Be (XS 916822); Co C/4-39 at XS 847786. 

The 2-47 In! (M) conducted local security patrols trom the vic o! 
their night loce.tions. The disposition of units at nightfall was: HHC and 
&en Plt at XS 884893; Co B at xs 793803; and Co C at IS 846885. 

The .5-60 In! (H) conductod B:ch..iIliZed recon in force operations vic 
XB 7578 with Co's Band C. i~ 1330H vic IS 750700, Co B established contact 
with an estimated VC J?latoon in a heavily bmlkered area. Troop D/3-5 Cav.. TAn 
fdr, arty ani organic-weapons supported tho conta.ct. At 1 roaH Co B was joined 
from the west by .. po C/5-fD In!. The contact continued until 2000H and resulted 
in 6 US KHA, 8 US VIi~ ani 30 va KIA. Troop D/3-5 Ca.v also ldlled 15 VO 'While 
supporting the 5-fD Inf. The disposition of the unit at D1ghtfill was: HHC , 
and Co C at XS 710796;· and Co B at IS 744773. -----.r 

Troop D/3-5 Cav screened the Bde lID south of Saigon and supported 
the 5-l:D In! contact~ 

IJ-/I. "fl!O WVH f?1C"a 
nll8(f/P,It1~VO\f.nv 

""'IIJI~~\4"",\:ln 

. .... 



Results: 
I 

a. Frien:lly lossos during the operation wore: 

(1) US KHA: 43 

(2) US WHA: 253 

b. En~ lOsses dur.l.ng the operetion 'were: 

(1) Personnel: 

(a) VC KIA: 876 

(b) POW: 9 

(2) Equipment Captured: 

&na.ll JU"lDS 88 
-

Crew-Served Weapons 24 

HE .fumno 185 rds 

paC-25 Radio 1 

Snall iirms Ammo 5300 rde 

WelJ Genr eo lbs (approx) 

Clothes 2; lbs (apprax:) 

Documents 12 lbs (a.pprox) 

(3) Equipment Destroyed: 

Sampans 44 

Bunkers 426 

Grenades 23 

122mm Rocket Launchers 2 

Structures 295 

c. Tactical idr Support: During the operation the 7th US.hF sup­
ported the 3d Ede uGo, Devils" with 37 preplannoo and 52 1mned.iate airstrikes. 
J~praximate1y' 90% ot the airstrlkGs wore tollowed by sweeps ot the target 
area. by ground troo'ps~ -

13. hiministrative Matters: 

" 

a. No significant problems wero encountered in prOviding logistical 
support. to Bde units during the opera.tion. The 4-39 Int and 6-31 Int 'Were re­
supplied by air am vehicle trom their FSjPB t S at Nha Be and FS/pB Smoke res­
pectivw.y. The 3-39 Int .. 2-47 Int (M) .. and 5-60 Int (M) wero resuppUa:l by air 
and from battalion torward trains lOcations in Saigon/long Binh by vehi,les. 

b. Communications throughout the operation wre provided. by FK and 
RT!'. Both RTT and UHF were provided by the eonmunications platoon.. HHC.. 3d Bde 
arxi the 9th Signal Bn. Tho 3d BdeForward Tactical Operations Center was pro­
vided with tthot lt lines to thu 9th DivisJ..on nt Bearcot .. RVN run CIID in Soigon. 

c. !-fedicnl support:. wns prov1dod by Co D .. 9th Medical Bn located at 
Can Dot Airstrip, Tllll An .. RVN. Ji2..problem eruas developed duriIl8 the oporations 
and dust otts were conducted in a h.i.ghly e.f.f'ici6nt and Piotession31 manner. .. ,...... ...... 



d. '!he continut:;id contact crented some minor problems in the mDin­
tenanct:l of oquipment 1 but COIIlIlk"Jld empha,is on the performance of pre venti ve 
maintenance at every availa.blo moment remedied the situation. 

e. The problem of refugees was hanned primarily by refugee centers 
established in Saigon by eMD personnel. All refugees collected were af'farded 
transportation by the Bde to these centers. 

14. Special Equipment and Techniques: 

a. ;.. technique used at night was th(;.l use of a. UH1D helicopter and/or 
0-1 Birddoa-type aircraft with observers aboard with light intensification 
devices to conduct visual reconnaissnnce of the waterways and IDC's south of 
Saigon. This deniOO,'the enemy the use of the waterweys as LOG's. 

b. Finding the enemy located in built-up or hoa:vily-fortified areas 
necessitated the frequent use of tact4cal llir support, nrt.illery and helicopter 
gunships. In addition to killing the enemy, this allowed time for reorganiza­
tion of units in contact to the most fevorable attack position and pimed the 
enemy down long enough' for reinforcements to arrive. 

c. 'lhe technique of house-to-house fighting, first aeen in the TET 
Offensive, once again had. to be used to rout the enemy from positions in built­
up areas .. 

d. The Boston IJhaler boats attClChed to the 4-39 Inf were used on 
two occasions to reinforce units in contact. After beaching troops, tho, boats 
were used to screen waterways. 

15. Comn.anderts.hnnlysis: 

During the eight-day period, the 3d Bde was heavily engll8ed with 
the equivalent of six VC battalions attempting to infiltrate Saigon from the 
south. To counter the threat, high13 mobile defensive positions composed ot 
five (5) battalions 'WOre positioned across the southern side of the city_ From 
company to battalion-size base orea elements of the Bde conducted recon in forc\; 
operations to the south neutralizing m.:my VC/NV.~ forces before they could reach 
the defensive positions south of Saigon. Operations of this type were made 
possible through extensive use of Assault Helioopter Conpanies {lJIC) and rivel""'t 
ine operations. The battalions were able to rapidly cdapt to either mode of 
transportation, and quickly sw:1.tcb from one to the other without loss of 
momentum or time. Operations were conducted over widely varying terrain rang­
ing fran rice paddies to built-up areas. To reduce the high casualty ra.te 
nor~ experienced ~n neutralizing an entrenched enemy in house-to-house 
fighting, tactical airstrikes were used extensively. The effectiveness of 
the S9 airstrikes delivered in support of Bde operations during the period is 
relected in the final ~y ra.tio 20.3/1. Because of the heavy vegetation 
along the numerous wattil"ways south of Seigon, a major problem. facing friendly 
forces was locating the enemy both during his attempt to infiltrate and exfil­
trate the city. Two of the most effective ~ans of locating enemy troops was 
through the use of· air' cav' troops, and aquabushes (ambushes along water~s). 
Aquabushes placed 'along the various waterways in the AD provided. valuable in­
forma.tion on enemy witr.drawal routes and posed a constant threat to enemy 
movement conducted primnrily during hours of reduced. viSibility. Air cav 
troops were most etrecti vo during daylight hours when they conducted aerial 
recon and, lri'len the sitUation warranted, recon in force operations with their 
organic aerQ scout platoon.. The air cav troops recon large areas of terrain 
in short. pericds of time which made them ideal for our operations. Actien 
conducted during this period clearly demonstrated the effectiveness of a 
fiexible defense :.:.nd agraa.-sive pursuit oaf t:nemy fOl'ooa. 

16. Recommendati ons: 

a. Operations ,in Binh Otrnrrh" Nha Be and Capitol ).ttlitary Districts 
should continue until th~t area is clep.rad of all VC units that participated in 
the 2d Offensive on Saigon. Pttture operations" should be conc.entrated. on i:rtil­
tration routes fo"r supplies and equipment into the Saigon area. to prevent 
another buildup and attack on the city. 
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b. While 2. great denI. of importnnce must be placed on the Saigon 

area, large-scale operations must be conducted more frequently in Long An and 
other provinces. During the long period of time that the bulk of the brigade 
forces were in the Saigon area only 1imi ted operations and looal securi ty-typ· 
operations could be conducted_n other areas. Lack of brigade operaticns in 
l.Qng An and elsewhere permitted the VC to construct new base areas and move 
additional elements and supplies into outlying provinces. 

c. Increased importance must be placed .on the security of bridges 
along Hwy 4. The highway is a vital link betwen the capitol city of Saigon 
and the delta region and is the main artery for commercial as well as militar:; 
traffic moving in and out of the Delta. It was clear4'" demonstra.ted during tt 
2d Offensive on Saigon that the highl-la;9" a.nd bridges mst be trafficable at all 
times in order for forc~s in Long 1m end other provinces to re.pidly react to 
VC activities in the Saigon area. 

d. Continued empha.sis must be plnced on RF/pF outposts in the Saigo 
area and upgrading the effectiveness of these vital instllllations. US and RVN 
forces must continue to lICrk in close coordination in order to insure that 
'RF /PF outposts arc provided with all necessary materials and weapons. i~ systel 
to allow quicker reinforcement of BF/PF outposts by US and RVN forces must be 
developEd in order to protect these positions from numerically superior forces. 
At present this is difficult to accomplish due to rem:>te locations of outposts 
eommunications and transportation problems. 

e. Continued emphasie mu¢ be placed on the major VC infiltration 
and supply routes that lead through the Plain of Reeds into Icng kn. Province 
and subsequently into Saigon. Night VR missions a.s well as StAR and" • 
RED HlZE td.ssions in the Plain of Reeds must be continued in conjunction with 
daylight missions. 

f. Replacing of obsolete equipment currently being used by RVN 
forces must continue' at as rapid a rate as possible. In this regard, the 
issue of K-16 rifles to RVN units has not only increased the fire power and 
effectiveness of the .i.RVN soldiers, but has given increased confidence to 
their over-growing aggressive attitude. 

g. Civic actions programs should be given added imlphasis and 
e:xpanded. Projects should be conducted under the control of GVN and given 
all possible support by US. It must become ZOOl'C of a program. of the Vietnamese 
for the Vietnamese. 

Fm TH£ COMMiINDER: 

. -
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nine airstrikes nnd rrlillerv ~l during dt'.y. US c~sur.1t:tos were: 2 Y-RA, 
48 MiA (28 required dust off). Tbi; V'J l~)zsjs ','1Cre 213 VC body count (/./5-60 -
SO" C/5-f:IJ - 35, B/7-1 CI".V - 58, iirl:1 •. ~O; r..nd nirstrikce ... 30). Enemy 
equipment cllptura:l included: 19 ~-47 t s: 5 RPG-2 lp.unchcrs, 1 RPD-56 m."',cl'l.ine­
gun" 63 B-40 rockets, 3 B-41 rockets, ~.nd nIl unk:oo'Wn t'lOOunt of loose Slllt"'ll 
arms CJlIlD). Tho tin:u. disposition of units W<'.,S: 00' Nld Roc0n/2-47 Inf' «(PCON 
~60 eff 0718(08) .~t XS 845879, 00 A(-) nt XS 825872, 00 C at XS 835e?6. 

B Troop, 7-1 Cnv supported the 5-f:IJ Int (M) (-) in its cont~,cts 
betwen 0700H - 2000H. , 

c. 8 M:W 1968: Tho ~31 Inf conducted loc~ securitY' p!"!trols aroum 
their night locnt:l.on 'With neg.,\t1vo results. Tho disposition of the unit I\,t 
nightfall ~.s: RHC; COIS A, D, ond E ?t FS/pB Smoke (XS 7r!9769). Co C con­
ducted three pla.toon-sized ~.mbushes vic IS ~15775, XS 1l15A23 md XS 615755. 

The 3-39 Inf conducted recon in force ooer:'ltions ,,':I.th Co A (rein­
forced by Rocon/2-47 Inf') nnd Co B. Co Ii. estnbl1shod cont~ct wi. th t'n unknown 
size VC forco nt XS 834875 l't 1200H. Tho comp~ received RPG, AW f'Jld S~ fire 
and reacted with gunshi~s, TliJ Air, nrty n.nd orgrutlc 'HOAopons. Co A wt>.s rein­
forced by &n/2-47 Int at 1245H.The contect continued e:t 'the s~e coordiw.tee 
throughout the dl'\~ bret\king ci. 2000H. The cll.8USlties for Co Ii. for the de,.. 
lIJere 3 WHA. A tott'.l of: 10 VC were killed by Co A. Co B est~blished contl'.ct 
with an unknown size VC f<rce "t XS R34S78 r.t 1445H. Co B ~..s supportod by 
helicopter gunships" Tl;c ld.r, ::Tt:v ~ org!'nic weapons. The contact continued 
until 2000H at tho same coorcl1nntos. Tot~l cl'.sualtios tor Co B weroc 4 KHA 
nnd 4 WHA. The VC loeses -were 37 killed by Co B r.nd 20 killed ~ supuorting 
gunships. &n/2-47 lrifsustl'ined 7'WHA t'nd one trn.ck d~1.ged by a. RPG-2 round 
while supporting Co Il.· The disposition of tho battalion at nightfpll w.e: 
HHC end Recon o.t .IS 845884; Co A n.t IS 839881; Co B Jl.t XS Sg4882; IUm/2-4? Inf 
(OPCON to 3-39 Inf) :\t XS 84588;. ..------.... 

The 4-39 Int reo.ctod to cont1'.ct initi~ted by D Troop, 3-5 Cnv. 
At 104QH" 2/A/5-f:lJInf'. dcpt'l'tod its night location rmd ll.nked up with an J.R1nT 
pIt nt XS 852783. Both units .~stp:bli8hed ccntact with Don UDknown size VC 
force i.mDedil!.tely. Co C depnrtod Nhn Be in trucks nM ~irboats 1;0 reinforce . 
tho contnct erri~ in tho ('.rea P.t 1245H. The wUts in oontnct reoeived RPG, 
AW and SA tire. 'The Uriits lIJere supported b:r helicopter gunships trom D Trp, 
.3-5 C,,-v, T/t.C Air, rooty an:l orgt'..nic 'Weapons. The contnct continued :".t the .wJne 
coordinet.es until 1mH'Whon tho va broke contact and 'Withdrew 1;0 the southwest. 
Total oasualties for US'wUts for tho day wore 1~ WHA. Tho VC losses were 
42 VC~. The disposition of the battel10n at ni~htfill wns: MHC, C6 E NJi 
00 0/3-39 1!t Nha Be (:IS 917823) J 00 B l'.t C:at Lp..i (XS 95SS97); Co C et XS 861~; 
and 2/ A/5-60Int at XS896873. 

TheS-:ro:: Int (M) (-)conducted a:x::tensive pl'.trols in the AreA. of 
the contact on 7May';l".lld'p~und its night loct'.tion rmi Rcted P.S a RRF tar the 
3-39 Int am. lr39 Int.. The dnylight patrols had. nee;at1ve results and the dis­
posl.tion 01 unite at nightfall ~s: HHC nnd Co C(-) et IS S02S70; Co II. at 
IS 810868; Co B/6-31 Int «(PCON 1;0 5-60 Inf) nt IS ao2~66, IS 795A65, and 
XS 78SS6S. .., ---B Troop/7-1 Cay oonducted screening missl.ons south ot Sai,r.'on 
from 0700H to 1 aJaH. The unit killed a VC in isolnted C8ses tlU"oughout tho 
dq. D 'l'roop/3-5 Cllvsupportod the ~39 Inf' from CYlOOH to 1mH 1Uld killed 
25 va in the oree ofcontRct (XS a52S!73). The 3d Bdo 108." far the d~W 1r2re: 
4 KHA and 19 \"1Hl~. VClossee ltero 112 VC 00. ____ 

d. 9 May 1968:. The 6-31· Inf' conduoted recon in force operntions with 
Co's A and C. at 0819H·FS/PB Smoke (as ~69) r~ceived 15 rounds of 82mm 
mortn.r tire. Thecoti+iter-BlOrtar fires resulted in 1 VC KIA wlth negative 
triendq dDtlk'1ge or cc:suru.ties~ The batt~on oonducted reoon in force opera.­
tions during the d~'wlth Co's l~ ".lld C. The units were airlifted 1;0 vic 
X8 896874 with 00 A insert:.ng first followed by Co C. From the IZ the units 
moved. to the west with Co A in the le~. At 1500H both compe.n1ee established 

. cont~.ct with on eStim.ited compan;r-size force. The units used helicopter gun­
ships, T~ Air, A.r't.y'rnd, organic wenpons to support their. ccntnct which con­
tinued until 19:>OH. Duri~ tlle contnct" ~ t'Nl compen1es sustained 15 WHA 

, - . 
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--- DECLASSiFIED 

Au1l0riti/JI'dIJ871a 
BYJ!d. HAM Dat~ -Ilff 

~o August 1 968 

Cow.h .. t (Jper ... ·c,ions After Action hepol t (J:JAc,v/hCS/J3!J2.) tv) 

'mhU: Command Cha.nnels 

TO; ComwanQ~r 

U. ;;i. Militc.i.ry Assistance Ccmmand, Vietnc..m 
ATTN~ J343 
~\l-'O 96~3 

1. Natne or Identity anu/ot: j'y'pe of ()peration: '1'On.Lt 'J.'H.:.UG 

2.. u ... tes of Operation: 8 April - 23 June 1968 

J. Loca.tion: Long An }Jrovicne, Binb. Chanh and l'Jha- Be. JJistz·ic.ts~ .01& Id.nh 
Pxortnce. . 

4. Controj" or COlIInand He_Q..:. .. Uilz·ters, Hed.~uartersl,3d Br1g~de" ~h Infantry 
Division 10~ ted. d.t Ta,n An ()..;;) 546649). 

5. hepolting ufficer~ Colonel Geor6e C. B.;.:.lSO.l, COUDandin& Officer" 3d 
Brig~~" 9th Int.:.mtry Division. 

6. Taak OlgC1niz_tion: 

a. u.~. Forces: 

(1) Maneuver Ba·ctalions. 

"d Bat.taJ..ion, 3d Infantry.(ul1tU 7 }<l4Y) 
6th &attB..L.l.O.l, 31st Infcmtry (efl'ec·i..1ve ',(,,7 A1'l'11) 
jd laatt«l..Lio ••. , j9th InJantry 
4th Battd..1ion, -'9th 1.nfantr,' 
4!nd Battalion, 47th 1.nfc;t,llt17 (09 Mar - :lO May 68) 
5th l:k.ottarion, 60th Infantry (19 april. - 16 J\U1e) (;l()J-une - :.tJ 

June) , 
3d :J<.:;,uau.ron, 11 th Al'LtOl'eu ~va.1.ry 00 ApI' - ; ~y (8) 

(~) l:)l ig .... cie (;Olltl01: 

HHC, Jd bcie, 9th Inr Div 
£-4 krty (-) uS 
Bt.ry B, 7-8 Arty (8 in and 17SMl-l) G;;) t'eJ...d'orcil1& 
Btry C 1-84 Arty (155ji.}ol) I'eiuf'ol:cii.1g 
Btry B (-), 1-84 ~y (1 55Ml-1J reiol! orcing 
~d f1t, 9th ~ Co (JPT) 
jd l'lt, Co C" 9th i;)ig Ib (61"1) 
Co IJ, 709th l-Ja1nt Bn (j);,) 

Co C, 15th J.!il16r Bn (~) 
Co G, 9th .!eG. I:l'l (;;iYl' ) 
'!H, 9th f'lI l.iet (JYI) 
:so. Plt, 335 .r ... c (,,>.·T) 
Sec, 4th .'LA Plt" 4Q Cit. Co (t:.>PT) 
.",\/ Flo Tk, .:..46",h "'.:>Y\..Ih) Co (ui''!) 
:old !JJ.t# C Dtry, ~-2 .n.lty (JJ.,) 
~Q l'lt, H &1'1'" ,,9th iU'ty (DS) 

DO~L .. Gi .... JJ..:J) rtT J Yl!i.U~ L.H'..at~A.I..S 
l,)..:,C.L..t1.v>:iU'li:.Ll JI.1"'tJ5R 1.l Y.1!;..J;..::; 
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b. Vietnamese forces operating in close coordinaticn and 
cooperation with 3d Brigade units: 

46th Inf Regt ChRVN) 
50th In! Regt (.ARVN) 
30tH al.G 
RF/pF Forces", Long An Province 
Nha. Be and Binh Cham District Forces 
5th Ranger Group 
Capitol !·Llita..7 District Fcrces 

7. SuPporting Force s: 

II Field Forces Aviation Units 
7th USJJi' 
1 st Log Ci:-ID 

8. Intelligence: 

a. Enemy situation during O'I)eration TOAN THANG 

(1) Early in Operation TOAN THANG, VC/NVA Forces in sub-region 
:3 concentrated on resupply and recruitment in preparatia'l for t heir second 
offensive in the Saigon' area. During this period in early and late April, 
enemy forces avoided contact except where their troop base areas and logistical 
installations were threa.tened. Enemy initiated activity early in TOAll TRANG 
~ concentrated on harass::'ng and probing t'vpe attacks on RF/pF outposts and 
ARVN-allied base areas. Emphasis was placed on the severing ot route #4 and 
major bridges along route #4 and route U5A. Leading up to' the enemy's 
initiation of the 2d offensive, concerted, effQrt was placed on the aforemen­
tioned enemy activities in an attempt to cover maneuvering of the attack 
forces into the CMD area imnediately south of Saigon. There waserldence 
that the enenw; a.ttEmpting to bolste~. its elements, began a Significant 
shifting and dividing in order to remer the rearward supporting elements 
more effective. This was evidenced fer example with the C/:312th LF Co. 
C/312 norma.l.l¥ operated as a support company to the MF element entering 
Long .An on the northwest commo-liaison route. The 312th was unal::ie, because 
of inherent responsibilities, to comuct coordinated sizable attacks. .All 
of their attacks were strictly harassing and probing in nature. However, 
they initiated this dividing trend breaking from one canpany to three 
(C1, 02, and C3). This division enabled 0/312 to expand. its area by sane 
20 Kl s , and it rendered them capable of coordinated attacks throughout 
the Tan An area. "It'a.l8Ogave them the capability to function throughout 
the Thu Thua area and a portion of the Ben Luc area. It was obT.i.ous that 
the enemy was increasing impetus on all fronts for maximum support during 
the offensL vee It was during this period that their propaganda, sabotage 
ard mill tary proselyting efforts l'iere Significantly inCreastc).-= I, '" 

(2) The 3d Bele, realizing the significance of this increased 
impetus, deployed all of its milltary resources in an attempt to nulllf)" 
the enemy's effectiveness. The enemy's efforts were thus thwarted in their 
2d offeMi. ve. The enemy's thrust fran the south, with elements of' the 
2d Ind, Phu loi il, and 506th Bns, was a dismal failure and cost him the 
equivalent of three bns. Imnediately following this period, the enemy 
avoided conta.ct utilizing loc I S for IJX)vement out of the Saigon area. 
Significant13" the enentr failed to make use of his artillery or comnence 
heavy mortar attacks to recoup his position. All attacks during this 
period were cover for MF·'movement. This was noted particularly wi. th the 
frequent attacks on Rach Kien. Contacts ,established around this time indicated 
the presence of enemy units 1n the post TET ba.se areas. The on4r tlu-eats 
during this time were evidenced in the Ben Luc area wi. th the brigades as 
a target. The enemy maintained a-lesser but possible threat with positions 
of at leaet tw:> battalioris along the southern Long lUl border. The 261 
Bn was consistently reported ~n .~ area vic'"lfS 4565, and the 514 Bn and 
another hae been'reported in the general area vic IS 5857. ' 

(3) The local , 'thE):'. o!f'ensl:ve 
remained relatively 

-... --.. ,-~-~-. --. "~==--=-:~=-#=i::\=~O=W'l=Nr1:;;;c~~a;r --" ' ,,-,.,,-- -" 
»tlJ1_A~O\f.nv 
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(4) The, remainder of +,OAN 'l'Hr'll'iG was spent ferretillg out· 

what remained of enemy units in the southern Saigon area. 

(5) The enemy ccncsntrated at this point on replacements, 
.l"&.:7Upply and avoiding of contact in preparation for a possible 3d of,t'ensive. 

(6) The enemy- maintained pressure on :the cities and towns 
by threats, harassments ,a."'ld attacks by fire in accordance with hia, policy 
of strangling the c~.ties and consolidating his control of the countryside. 

(7) Toward the end of 11ay and early June~ prior to the 3d 
Me lOOve south, the enemy was geared heavily toward propaganda gpals. The 
enemy maintained pressure on the cities and LOe's. Saigon was attacked ona. 
continuing basis as were the ma;jor routes into the city. Within Long An 
Province the cities'tS'a subject:.ed to attaclm by fire and. ground attacks on 
a-limited scale. Sigrdficantly,ttie ~ttacks w1thi,n,.Long'.J,.n ,were eondueted I 

by local forces rather than major w:d. ts.' Con'ti;:luirig' reports of resupply 
and replacement activity along the Vam Co Dong and VaIn Co Tay LOe's pointf'd 
to a hurri~ building of the enemy major forces. 

(S) Two bn size repla.cembt groups crossed route #4 from north 
to south. 

(9) Agent reports during this period noted an eastwa.rd shirt, 
of the enemy's major forces in Long An to a more central position and a 
resup,Jlying of areas of operaticn for l·iajor units. 

(10) Enemy activity increased in all areas for a massive 
offensi ve prior to late August. They ma1ntained this attitude at i;,he time 
of 3d Brigade's departure, fran Tan An to Dong Tam. 

9. liission: 3d Bde in close coordination and cooperation 1I1th 46th 
Inf Regt (.:.RVN), 50th, In! Regt (iJWN), and 5th R.."lllger Gp (;..aVN) condueta 
offensive operations to clear asSigned AO within the Capital !-f:.ilitar,y 
District, Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts and to destroy VC/NVA forces 
operatiI)g in Long lm Rrovince. 

lOa Concept: The 3rd Bde in close eoordination with the 46th Inf 
Regt (:.RVN)" 50th In! Regt (foRVN), 5 th Rant.er Group (ARVN), and Lo~'fAn 
Sector forces conducted airmobile assaults, water born assaults, reqann.ais­
sance in force, cordon and search, night patrolli1".g, and ambush oper~t;i.~" 
w:,th~r. Binh Chanh" and Nha Be Districts and Long t.:n Province tocle8l'l, ," ,'c· 

designated AO's of VC/NVA forces and destroy their base areas and LOOt's. 
TQ,e brigade employed from three to five battalior.s as maneuver fer cas to 
accomplish assigned missions. The .3-39 Inf comucted reconnaissance in 
force opera.tions in northern Long lin Province a:rrl Yd thin the Cl-.J) to locate 
a."l.d destroy VC/NVA. forces. 'rhe 5-W Inf conducted reconnaissance in force 
operations in Cl·D, ·:ainh Phnoc, and Binh Chanh Districts to destroy VC/WA 
forces. The Bn also' secut~d the Ben Luc Bridge 'With one comp:my. The 
2-3 Inf colXluctect reconnaissance in force opere.tions in Binh Chanh District 
to provide security for hig~way 4 and destroy VC/NVA forces operating 
within the district. The 4-39 Inf conducted cleari~ operations in Nha Be 
District to locate and destroy VC/NVA farces and continued matnta.ning 
a canpany base at Cat Lai 'to secure mal n water LOC's in the area.. The 6-31 
In! conducted recormaissatice in force operations in Binh Chanh district arJl 
eND to locate and destroy VO/NV.a forces. The 2-47 In! conducted reconna1ssance 
in force operations within the CMD to locate ani destroy VC/NVA forces 
atten¢.ing to enter Saigon. 

11. Execution: Early in Operation TOAN ml..NG, contact with VCjNVA 
forces was limited to small-scale operations except ~lhere canbat was farced 
by friendly foroes or enemy weaponsI' anmuni tion caches were discover6d. 
During this period the bri,rade directed its efforts toward locating and 
destroying the VC/NVA forces known ~ infiltrating into Binh Cbanh and 
Nha Be districts pr:\.orto the second Saigon offensive. The second week 
of .Kay represented, a peak in entl!\Yop~rations .;nen the second Saigon 
offensive was initiated and VC/NVA forces attem;>ted to enter the city from 
the south. The offensive "Culminated in :devastating defeat for enemy forces 
followed!)y a period of withdrawal back into the southern portions 
of Binh Chanh and uni ts and effect resupply. 



/ 

---- ----~----

During this time" until Operation TC.ii..L~ TH'~"JG was discontinued" 3d Bde 
operations wer"e dil-ected toward pursueing and Il~stloying VC/iNA forces 
a.s they &.ttem.pt~d to withdraw south. In .Long All Province" brigade 
units secured vital installationsl conducted offensive operations against 
known or suspected VC base areas" and reacted to current intelligence 
reports. 

""~\ 
Typical of the action ~rking the early stages of Operation T(UJI 

TH.:.NG occurred on 13 i"p!'il 1968 while Co .tt. ~-60 Inf was conducting 
air1llObile assaults and racon :!n fOl"CS oper-ations southeast of Tan Tru 
(vic .xs 703589). At 15300 wh:':.le sed.rChing an area known to be used by 
VC forces asa staging" area l' the company cams under fire from small arms 
and B-40 rockets" by an unknOW~l site VO far ce. Co A inmed.1a.tely returned 
file using their organi-:' weapons and received gunship support from D 3-5 
Air Cav. During the ir·"ita.! exchange of fire" Co .rI. sustained 5 WlL1. 
Contact contiu.ued throughout the e..rtemoon at varying tempo untU 1'81 OH 
when the enemy was finally a.ble to break contact and witharaw. it. search 
of "the battle area cOn1'irmed 8 VC had been killod by Co n and 9 killed 
by D 3-5 Cav. 

The en~'s logistical buildup prior to the 2d Saigon offensive 
enable friendly forces to loc~te and ~pture or destroy large quantities 
of nnna and supplies prepositioned aJ..ong avenues of ap!.roach and withdrawal. 
On 2 l-iay 1968 at 1530H" one such cache was found by Co B 3-39 Inf' while 
on a l:~con in force operL1.tion southeast of Ben ..i..uc (l.5 6.3471.3). The 
arms .md munitions found included four (4) cases of 50- cal amnunition, 
46 6a1J.I mortar rounds, 50 120YJM: mortar" rounds I :30 hPG-7 roundsl four (4) 
cases of iJ.-47 a.t:Illunition, one (1) 75MM l'ecoilless rifle z'ound, one (1) 
1..PG-2 launcher" 77 ii.FG-2 rounds" 200 !..PG-2 and 7 propellant charges" 
50 120J!.~'1 mortar fuses, 65 61lvil .. mortar fuses Wld thre~ (.3) 107m rocket 
rounds. The most significant aspect of the find wa.s the preSEblCe of 
12OML,.l. mort .... r and 101£1.ll-.i. rocket rO'lmds. This marked the first time 
he-::.i.vy indirect fire weapons had been found in Ulng nIl Province. Three 
days later, at 050400H; am Luc c&oo under <l. cOl.lbined lilOZ"t.a.r and 107hM 
rocket attack. 

On 6 May 1968 with the beginning of t~le 2d Saigon offenSive" the 
3d fde was charged with defending the southern side of Saigon and 
destroying VC local and ~n force ~lements attempting to infiltrate 
through Nba Be and Binh Chanh Districts. The devastating effectiveness 
of the brigade's operation during the offensive (6 ~ - 1.3 ~~y 68) 
resulted in the equival~nt of 3 VC battaLions being destroyed (See 
Inclosure 1, COlabw.t l~fter Action }~port froLl 6 l-iay - 1.3 ~.iay 1<]68). 

Following the offi;msi va until ,J June" when the conduct of operation 
TOJ~ TRrJ:~G was assumed by the 1 st Me, contact wi th VC/tNi:.. was extremely 
light £'8 the tUl0llG" attampt.:d to withdra,.,. 

Night activities during Operation TChN TfUu.G were aimed at 
interdiction of water WC t S and the Ciestl'uction of en.Gtq S&:lp8(J8 carrying 
supplies and equipilent. Nost of the 2J8 sampans destroyed. during the 
oper~tion were ~ng~ged by aquabushes or night reconnaissance airczaft 
flying in support of ; the brigade. Operations of this type were highly 
successful and fOI'ced the enemy to lely on other lOOro difficult means 
of transporta.tion in addition to "destroying and/or capturing a 
significa.nt al.lount of-tlilteriaJ.. 

Operation TOnH 'rHAliG was successful from several standpoiDts. The 
VC and tlVA forces second attempt to entel- Saigon from the south was a 
disl:lal failur"e and' resl,l.lted in uevastating d ... feat fer them. Their loss 
of men during the 86 day period Operation TO • .J.~ TH.u(G was conducted. 
toto.li:td 1 ;,63 h.14 and 1 9 po" t 8. The enen,y was d.lso prevented from gaining _ 

/ control of aqy significant 40C t s or population centers. Operations 
"iii Long hn Pr ovince were somcwb...t 1; mi te;d by the snw.ll number of forces 

, cvaUable" however I the brigade cont~""lued to interdict enemy infiltration 
routes and conducted smallaac<d"e recon in 4'.o.rce operations. Employment 
of airboa.ts arid night river patrols continued to ensure the s(lcurity of 
major wa.t~rways in the vic of CC:i.t Lai. One Mechanized platoon was locat~ 
at the Ben Luc bridge during T()bJ:~ TH.L.NG to "augmant AhVlIl security 
forces. Combined 11 th 'J. ver ASS ault Group 
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ware condu:: t~d using the bo... for troop !llOvement and a.s a screening 
force along inland waten-ays. ThQ successfulness of vperation TOtJi THn.NG 
is the result of c;.;ordination and team wOI'k b~twl5en air and ground forces 
creating a highlY effective fighting forco. 

12. hesults: 

a. Fri~ndly' losses for Opetation TO • ..N TH.n.i.~G were as follows: 

(1) US KIln.: 82 

(2) US w1L:1.: 4.3') 

(3) US :r.&: 0 

b. .iIDemy losses dUIi1g Opor>J.tion TOJJ~ TtLu~G were as follows: 

(1) P~rsoI'4iel: 

(a). VC/l"V.1 KIA: 1 ;j63 

(b),fO~"J: 19 

Small ;, .. 11:1S 

Crew-Served~.eapons 
rUIiJIlO I HZ 
.um:lO, Sa 
• .ice 
r.ockets (122 rl) 
G .. enades 
I..aaios 
Gas l-iask 
1.VN Curl.:iincy 
JJ{-50 DrurJS 
U ... 79 Ms 
hedical Supr"lles 
Docutlcnts 

(3) ~ulpment Destroyed: 

U5 
58 

852 lo.S 

143290 Ids 
57 lbs 
2 

437 
3 

17 
76700 

38 
46 

130 lbs (rtp:;;>rox) 
185 lbs (b.pprox) 

Bunkers 3342 
Structures 623 
Foxholes 237 
Punji Pits 176 
Sam~~s ~38 
,;,..PG-2 Prop Charges 1 57 
~~G-7 Prop Charges 140 
Booby Traps 89 
Li.Oadblocks 89 
Homemade Bombs 58 

. c. Tactical.Air Support; During Op.:.-ration TO.tt.i~ THANG, the 
/ ,7th Tactical USJ supported the 3d Bligade IIGo Devils" with 326 

prepla.nned and 105 ilirmedute airstrikes in addition to conducting 

i 

four combat sk;y spots. , il.pprox::i.L:latelJ375 of the strikes wli;lre followed 
up ''lith recon in force "op;:rations in the target a.rea by gtound troops. 

13. Adm1n1stl'ative Ma:tt~rs 

a. COIrloo.t : sl:i:rvice support of lIperation TOn.J.~ THhJ.~G was timely 
and adequute with fow exceptions. . 

'. b. Transportation of tro:'ps and SUPl,lios wa.s primaril\y' conducted 
by aJ.r and organic vE::hicle. H0\taYer, bcc..;.use of the terrain, boats were 
used in increasing ntmbers f~r the Salle purpose. . . 
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C:. ,TAAI:~weJ;6 ;S~()ft.· P'1Ir."jpda . of, t:WQ "WnEltl! 'f8.i~~. JO~i,iPutlpunit8 
at th.e :'rall .~' ..t~j..l:<f~1t\,~~Ul.t~4 'ii1;- ,e~e.!itJj,:v;eu·o~d tilue. f.o.rairoraft, 
atte!tPt~~or,J£~I,,·t~· (j~ ~P\il. grOllnd'cQ~r ~um·use of 
this' ext~ val.ual)l.e.:i$;~~t~ 

4. i1edi~al sUJ)pQrtl:f808 ~d:od bt 'C<$ptJny'Ib .. 9C;h :,-.. edfeal 
Ba:(,tAliol1~i:::;d at Tan AIl ¢tield. There w.d~~.no;!~1,;l:enla~.a~ 

in the ~~ F:L.:lldt ,bacuatioa .ot wo:unded per,o~l·by., ;b~~r 
was conducT.ed' it' . .'.~~ (,,1: ·.,~tanti,~;ib prof&ssJ.~ ~r, :Qt'w~ ~t 
extre:.le conditiollS. 

e. Continuo\;.f\ Opt.' ~·:>.ti~ (JffdX. 10lli pel'104l5,Qt t_ c~~~e4. 
minor J..Uaintenance pI'obleJ1S \'cL ~·.h eq~tl .l;~icrEt4&ed,~ :p:~c~ 
on preventive lJainten.ar .... ,,:'::tcl equ:i~ ·rota.tion8ys.t.(i~tUV~We.en 
base ClllI1pS and \lIlits it i:.he !ield alleviAted th.~ probleln. 

14. S~~ci8.l ~uil\,··.:;nt :..~d Tecbni.quC:15 

a.To· combat inc 1 ,; · .. sed V£/NVI. ... l;Ipy~nt· aurin,g,h:oux's .df 
darkness, UlUD 'helicopters £\r..j/Qr:~1:.ll1TllQQg ~.' ~t .~~: 
observers aboar'<i usiRg JJ&h~, inten"U1ca~io~" d~l4ce~ com,1uct~(). visual: 
night recOlUlais-sancl;I .:.long l'laterways: .anq.' .J.O(l.,~''; 

b. To I$limize the high. casual~7. rate .. l)o,r.IJall,yexperienQ$O 
when eng~ an,l3lttI'~nch(:d l:J~lEU4Y jJ1 b.ov.s,~to~llo1,ise. figll\~t ~~Q~1c$l 
a.irstrikesw~le\DJed to ,n,-;;utl'alli,.a .~~ force5 a:tldlor.pJ.n··tlt~' ~n:~~.d.qwn 
.allowing .tril.:lt.dly forces til~:;; '(,0 'lr1PVEt: i.#~o ~re fa.YQrable:a.;~~ .poA~ioIl •• 

c. ~s in th~ first SaisOXlo.ftensive" waterway sl:JCurity was 
increas~d through ,the usa of aEi'llabusbe.fJ and river p.:l.trqls on airboats. 

.... ~. 

d.. 'fh~ .\>l"igadcwas sUPlJOrted by both D 3-5 Cav and B 7-1 . 
cav durmg o~'ati;on" 'i'CWJTH...l'lG. The use o.f h.ir Cav Troops proved. 
ext.r'euely eft~i ve in' w!nt8.ip1n& surveillance o.V..Jr the la.'gu ..;.() 
assigned to the 3d Brigade. .){a.ny .succ13·ssfUl opt;r~t'iQD,B were. ~velOped 
around sightings fJade by the Gav within· a dtisigneteG. •• 0 pr1o.l" lio 
:insertion 0.1' grolmd forcl;;)s. '. 

, 1 5. Commandur 'B J,malys~a 

, D~ tl1e GaJ:'4' po,rtiOl,l ofOp$ta;t;iQll :1'00 Tl:IJa.NG,.it '1.(a8· 

apparent tb.a.t ve,Alv~" Fo.t:.eefJ.·wer~ r.a~~&.to~~owing ~~ ~ar4erT'~'T 
oftensi'Ve :in pr.e~iltion.·!'til' l~~.~Ye:.~rationa· in ~~ s.1gon 
area. Local and· oain. eo'i'c~ tUlitJ)avold~4· ·QOlltl.i.ct 'W1tll ·t:t-~.~.foroe, 
raxcept when. fQl'ced' to~ght ··1!h:Icail.U.Se of hienQll 1rU*t~· 'Q~a.t1.ona .• 
Once Qllga.gtiCl, VC/iNA' Forces atteblpted to. br.eak ¢on~t as 'Soob as p<lssible 
reJlIaining to fight ou.ly to PI'Otect bci.se ·c.rec.s' or ,ums caches, 

';, 

Brigade oper~tions during this period ware conducted prima.r111 
inno:rthem Long 4lll Province cmd Binh Ch.a.nh and £1ha Be Districts to 
disrupt VC/l-J'h lOC' s . a.lld nautz'alize ~net\Y forces beio:r·s they cOuld reach 
the am. Btlcause of the VC/uV.n. logistical buildup necessary to support 
their 1'orthc~ off~nsive" brigade forces wer~ very successfUl in 
capturing large quantities or 8.I",;\II iillld &llIlunition found in caches 
located along ene~ LOC's • 

By early }/JAY" V.C/i"V.~ forces had moved the ~uivalent of six 
bat talions into. Binh 'Qh<.l.lll7- and ,fua Bt:! Districts in a.1l at t;;; ... pt to infiltl8. te 
thea into Saigo.n :Q:uring,.the second ofrensi vee To count~r the growing 
threat to Saigon, brigade forces moved into positions south of the city 
~ CMD" Binh Chanh Blld·llfba. Be Districts. From COhlpalty and battalion 
oosecatlps ;;:st.;;.blisqed along the ll.inh Doi Canal" brigade for ces continued 
offensive operatio1'ls 'to' the south lll;lutra.lizil'lg e.'let!Y forces before they 
could I'each Sn.1gon. Sev"ra.l ene!l,Y' units l.iO.ll1aged to LJOve into built-up 
areas on the south side of the city-causing the briga.de to conduct 
house-to-house fi&hting. Close air SUP1.,;ort providdd b.Y gunships and 
t£l.ctical. air gI e_at~ ,reduced "'the "bI·igades. o.a.i'Qr.lty I'Q.te which wo.uld 
normall¥ have OOell,l.1l:l,ch higher m house~'t.'O~hollEl'C fighting. The 
en~'s avte.mpt to enter Saigon tI~W the ,outh was a ~smal f~lUIe 
in every I aspect .and by 1.3 . IV;i. f'oi'ce~ 'weH3 withl.\r&wing 'south 
as quickly-as possible fcc.ntact. 



During the relJainder of Op~rCl.tion rrO.i~U 'fH.J.m, contact with 
enemy forces wc;,s .axtrdl.Lely light as VC/tJVk. for-ces b~gan reorganization 
and sup;:ly of forces. 

16. l.ecomenda.tions: 

a....gainat a well-entren<;hed ~ne~, airstrikes aJ; every 
effective in neutralizii1.g IIhardll targ~ta, however, care should be 
taken not to with<iraw ,f-ri;.ma.1.y forces from the t.:.rget a1 ea too soon 
prior to the airatrike,' -and allow the enEltIY time to \"{ithdraw. 

b. In' the past ellillllY fortified positions hl;;Lve been built into 
the odge of trt.l~ J.inea to afford occupants max:ililUIll concealment and 

vis ability • 1.ec.;;!ntl1', however-, VC/iW~~ Forces have been encountered in 
bunkers located well forward of tree lines in an attswpt to avoid airstrikes 
and altillery. Whon approaching a .line of trel3s or nipj,.:a palm, careful 

// study should be mndo of torr&in up to 200 meters forwrud of the tree line 
... to avoid IIwalking into'.' bunkers. 

c. The use' of .Iur- Cavin locating une~ forces prior to 
inserting ground troops will save s.avural houra of ne~dless searching 
in IIdry' ho1es ll • .hJl excellent complil.lent to the reconnaissance capability 
of an Jur Cav Troop is the "People Sniffer" readings obtained from 
this instrument cc.n be -axploited Ly gunships or by aropping "CS II in 
the fonn of ;.;,-158h2 cluster canisters to flush enerJY from concealment. 

d. Often VC/tNrt. Forcl;3s engage triencJ.y forces just prior to 
d.a.rlql.ass in the be1iuf t:::>..tI'cl.ction by helicopter will occur bdfore dark. 
If aiI1ilobile operations for the day 4..re begun at 09QOH or 1000H, this 
will allow time to exploit late contacts • 

ll~l 
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