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SECTION I
Significant OrganizationalAinit Activities

1, (C) INTRODUCTION: During the quarter begimming 1 May and ending

31 July 1968, the First Recondo Brigade made one major geographic relo-
cation from DONG TAM to TAN AN, Operetion TRUONG CONG DINH which began
on 7 March was concluded on 22 June and in conjunction with the brigade
nmove to LONZ AN Province, Operation TOAN THONG II was initiated, Opera=-
tion TRUCNG: CONG DIMNH was actually two operations; the first operation
was the security of Hwy 4 from CAI IAY to the intersection of Hwy 4 and
6A (Operation PEOPIE'S ROAD), The second operation which was performed
in conjunction with Hwy 4 security consisted of strike operations
throughout DINH TUONG Province. On 22 June the First Recondo Brigade
moved with its two organic battalions, the 2~39th Inf and the 2-60th
Inf, from DINH TUONG Province to LONG AN Province. Upon arrival in
LONG AN the First Recondo Brigade established its base at TAN AN. The
2-3%th Inf located at RACH KIEM and the 2-60th Inf located at TAN TRU.
In conjunction with the move to LONG AN Province the brigade received
OPCON of three additional battalions, the 5-60th Inf (M) located at
BIMY FHIOC, the 6-31st Inf located at BINH CHANH and NHA BE, and the
2-4,7th Inf (M) located at TAN AN, The mission of the brigade in LONG -
AN Province has been to conduct strike operations against VC/NVA units,
block major infiltration routes through the province, provide road and
bridge security along Hwy 4, and reconnoiter the rocket pocket south of
SAIGON, Teo accomplish the many fold taskes of Operation TOAN THONG I1I,
the Recondo Brigade has conducted daily strike operations throughout
LONG AN Province utilizing airmobile assets to conduct reconnaissance
in force missions, Eagle flights, and to insert night ambush patrols
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along infiltration routes or in the vicinity of recent intelligence
targets, On 17 July the brigade changed the normal operation and began
using the aimobile assets during the hours of darkness to insert ele-
ments orn targets obtained bv radar fixes or intelligence targets obtain-
ed through ARVN or US channels or by spot reports received from other
units; however, due to lack of significant finds, normel daytime activit-
ies were resumed 23 July. The engineer resources of the brigade have
been emploved to maintain and upgrade road networks throughout the prov-
‘ince, supplement. the ARVN engineers on construction projects such as the
velmi lding of the BEN IUC Bridge, and upgrade the facilities at TAN AN,
TAN AN Airfield, and the battalion base camps, Concurrently with daily
operations a varied treining program is conducted within the battalions.
None of the battalions under CTCNM @f the Brigade were able to stand
down for a week of semiammual refresher training due to combat operaw
tions, Battalions have conducted weekly treining on a company basis
emphasizing small unit tactics, maintenance, zeroing of weapons, and
character guidance, The close of the quarter finds the First Recondo
Brigade conducting vital activities and operations throughout the area
of interewt and confidently anticipating completion of another success-
ful quarter,

2, (C) ORGANIZATION: The only major organizational change in the
First Recondo Brigade occurred on 22 June when the brigade received
OFCON of the 5-60th Inf (M), 6é=31st Inf, and 2-47th Inf (M), losing
OFCON of the 2-47th Inf (M) two weeks later, During the gquarter the
brigade has received OTCON of other elements on a mission basis,
Throughout the operation in LONG AN Province the brigade has received
daily operational support from A trp 3-17th Cav. Headquarters for the
maneuver elements are‘located as follows: 2-39th Inf at RACH KIEM,
2-60th Inf at TAN TRU, 5-60th Inf (M) at BINH FHUOC, and the 6-31st Inf
at BINH CHANH with a2 forward command post located at NHA BE,

b. The following inclosures are attached,
(1) Inclosure 1, Organizational Structure,
(2) Inclosure 2, Roster of Key Personnel.

( y (3) Inclosure 3, Map of division Tactical Area of Interest
TAOIL).
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3, (U) FPERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION: There have besn no significant
changes madé in the area of personnel and administration since the prev-
ious report,

L, (C) INTELLIGENCE:

a. Until 23 June, First Recondo Brigade contimued operations
THUONG CONG NINH and DUONG CUA DAN in DINH THONG Province, Engagements
with elements of the 514A, 514B, and 514C Mobile Provincial Battalions,
and the 2614, '261B, 263, and 205 Main Force Battalions' have occurreéd in
the general areas surrounding QL4 from the MY THO intersection (Xs472478)
west to CAI LAY (XS228503) south to the ME CONG River and as far north
in the Plain of Reeds as TUYEN NHON (XS529.,782), Local district compan=—
ies 2nd hemlet guerillas conducted operations in general support of the-
514 avri Main Force Battalions, During the period 31 May through 8 June,
Firet “iigade decisively engaged the 261A and 261B battalions initially
in the Tain of Reeds (X$332738), pursued and re-engaged in the vicin-
ity o rvordinates XS422660, and finally engaged the 261A and 261B rein-
forcec Ly the S14A in the MY HANG TRUNG area (XS270583 and XS237565)
resulting in over 40O enemy casualties and the rendering of all three
battalions combat ineffective,

b, First Recondo Brigade commenced operations in LONG AN and GIA
DINH Provinces on 23 June as the primary participant in Operation TOAN
THANG, Elements of the origade made contact during the period 23 June
through 27 June against t-: 294 NVA battalion in four locations: XS668-
735, XS680700, XS60871C, zad XS605730, During the remainder of the re-
porting period First Recondo Brigade has' engaged elements of the 2nd
1ONG AN Battalion, the tta NVA Battalion, and again, the 294 NVA Battal-
jon; In'addition to these units the First LONG AN, PHU TOI, DONG MNAI,
263, 265, and the 6th Battalions have been reported operating within the
Brigade TAOI.

¢. Deseription, evaluation, and recapitulation of the enemy order
of battle:

(1) The 514A and 514B Mobile Provincial Battalions are org-
anized as follows:

(a) Three Infantry Companies

Page 3
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js‘;:%’0Jté"',a'c:u:mest The 9%h Mi1itary tntelligonco (MI) Detachment loocated at Dong
S 'Tam, prisoners eof war (PW) and sympathizers, 7th ARVN. Division Agent
Net,. 525vn MIT Detaghmeht} ficld information reports frow Naval Intel-
. ligence Ilaisch Offickb} 8pot reports, intelligence summarles and oloce
tronic means, In mébt casesj. information and intelligence were not

particularly effective because they were not timely,

f+ Enemy capabllities and Iimitations exhibited during the
roporting period remein thp same, Tho enomy reteins the capabllity of
conducting platoon and company size attacks on outposts and villages
as woll as battalion size attacks on district and provinclal towns and
military installations, He can akso conduct stand-off mortar and rock-
ot harassing attacks. Indications are infiltration, proselyting emd
resupply activity will also continue on & large scale, ln addition to
the interdiction of major lines .of communications, His deslrec to galn
control of rural population will continue to be a priority mission,.
over though ho 1s not capable of mainteining the desired degreo of po=
litical and military control, Despite his military end political ob-
jectives, the enemy remains vulnerable to massed artillery fire, aaxal
observation and electronic surveillance, Considering the enemy's caps-
bllities it is thought that his pdssible courses of action will lmgimde
continued recruitment, training and resupply activities, in addition
to the initiation of attacks against minor targets in strength, inten~
sifying harassment of major’ lines of commumlcations and military in-

stallations, ITf at all feasiblo, the cnemy will initiate an offensiva
on the same scale as his TET offensive,

5. (C) Combat Operations.

‘ a, Two major operations were conducted gduring this reporting
periods OPERATION TRUONG CONG DINH. and OPERATION TOAN THANG. Phaso I
of the OPERATION TRUONG CONG DINH terminated when the Brigade rotated:
its paneuver battalions at. Dong Tam Base on 2 April 1968; Phase II of
OFERATION TRUONG CONG DINH commenceéd concurrently with the termination
of Phase I; to date, Phase II is continuing,’ The Moblle Riverine Force
has participated im 22 significant operations during this reporting -

oriod, The majority of which wore ‘initiated in continuation of OFPER.

TION TRUONG. CONG DINH Phase II, On 15 July,. the Brigede was assigm-
ed a tactical area of operationsl interest (TAOI)j.the TAOI.designated
wag KIEN HOA Province, Concurrent with the assigmment of the TAOI,
the Brigade was tasked to offect complete military pacificatiom of tho:
province, The mission was.to be accomplished byir (1) destroying VC '
main and local force offénsive capability with priority given to those: '~
areas which directly_efcht the pacification Bural development mission;
(2) Disrupting encmy replacement, training and regroupment throughout -
his base arca network, (3) providing military support for. rural devele
opment programs, (4) and providing military assistance to upgrede key
RF/PF outposts. throughout. the TAOI, and in training to locael forces
whenever possible, Assigmment of the TAOI does ndt restrict the Bri-

gade. functioning as & mobile strikd force. .-It is simply &n arce of
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primary interest into which clvic aotion, psyohologioal operations and
rural development: efforts will bo oonoontrated.

be The advcnt of a second major VC’offansivo Ln tho Mekong

‘Doelta required the Brigade to temporarily suspend OFERATION TRUONG CONG
DINHe The Mobile Riverine Force wes  tasked to move to LONG AN Provinoe
~to interdict ‘the infiltration and exfiltration of - -enemy -forces near the
Capital Military District of Saigon. When an apparent 1ncroaso of en-
emy activities and threats endangered- the city of.ChAN THO, the MRF do-
ployed to PHONG DINH Province and initiatcd combat. oporations as diroce
ted by the. Sénior Advisor IV CTZ, . The oarly presence of the MEF re-
duced the ability of chemy units to assemble -and launch an attack
_against the City of CAN THO.. The:cnemy was compelled: to evade the
mansuver battalions, and. disassomble. into small increments, Oporations
i both LONG AN and PHONG. DINH Provinces stressed that effeotive-emw
ployment of ground forces, assault support craft, artillery,, gunships
,and tactioal arrstrikos Will defoat:a doterminsd snemy foroe.

. : » Combat operations 1mplemonted 1n'support of TRUONG. CQNQ
DINH‘Phase II includes those operations conducted during the month of
April, which Wereo not inclusive -in the’ previous Operational Report °
prepared .of the" Brigade, - Significant operations of -the MRF during the
ggn%ainego summarized herein, Spocific details of each operation are

in inclosure #4 (Comba 0porations After Aotion Report -
TRUONG CONG. DINH, Phase I),

(1) Immodiatoly upon- completing rotations of theo Bri-
gade's Infantry Battalions, tho. MRF made a major incursion into TRUC
‘GIAN and GIONG TROM Distriots, KIEN HOA Province to locete and destroy.
the 560th LF Company.and S16 MF Battallon located in the vicinity of
-the *Crossroeds" on thé SONG BA LAI. The operation was launched om &4
April in continuation of OPERATION TRUONG CONG DINE, It was during this
-operation, that the Brigade and Task Force 117 encountered the fiercest
engagement sincs the VC TET Offensivo' As the assault suppart boats
of River Division 92 entered the SONG Ba LAI to disembark the 3=47th
-Infantry, tho riverine column wag- asseiled with small arms, automatis
weapons ‘and rocket fire,  The 3-47th Infantry, upbn begching, assault-
ed the enemy positions, and the 4=A7th Infantry was 1ihserted to roin-
foree the engagement which continued until the evening hours of 4
April, Subsequent qperations were initiated on S, 6 and 7.-April to
‘gxrgxg and’ dostroy the. onomy 1n the marshy tributaries of tho SONG

- (2) Subsequent operations conduoted durrng the month of
April employod thé MRF in’responce to 1ntolligenoe reports of increased
onomg activity,. From 10 -thru-12 April,’ enemy faorces in DINH TUONG and

NG Provinces were targets.:for ‘the MRF, “A- two .dpy operation was.
later ‘conducted “on 14.and 15 April in BEN TRE Distriot, KIEN HOA.
Provinct-against the. Sﬁoth nd . 's60th DCUs, Another signifioant en-
gagement occurred on_17 Apr 1, whon the Brigada was ‘employed in CAILAY
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& ‘District, DINH TUONG Province agsinst the 5ikth MF Battelion; 93 enemy

were killed ‘at the lost of four.U.S, lives, The Brigade, in coopera-
tion with the 2nd Battallon VNMC, continued operations in DINH TUONQ :
Province on' 23 and 24 April, ‘Bhe joint operation in GIAO DUC Distriot
resulted in 61 VC KIAs of the 50ist VC Battalion, The Mobile Riverine
Force continued operations in‘GAL LAY District. during the poriod 27 =
30 April, and rodeployed on 2 and 3 May to KIEN HOA Province,

K . . (3)" on 5 May a survey was made. of RF/PF outposts in CAl

BE District, to determine the extent of demage resulting from enenmy
attacks, Operatiohs were irdtiated from 7 thru 11 May against the MR
II VC Headquarters in GIAO DUC District, DINH TUONG Province., The
Brigede and 2nd Battalion, VNMC, conducted recommalssance in force op-
erations without establishing any significant contactsy 21 VC KIAs re-
sulted from the operation, Enomy engegements increese during the pe~
riod ‘14 thru 16 May, when the MRF wag employed in MO CAY District,
KIEN HOAR Province against the 516th VC Battaliony 57 VC KIAs resulted,
The Mobile Riverine Force and elements of the 3rd Brigade, "9th Infantry
Divisior initiated operations from 16 thru 18: May, in THAN DUC Distrct,
LONG AN Province, The'operation was further conducted in cooperation
with III CTZ ARVN Forces to reduce VC/NVA infiltration into the SAIGON
area, The two day jolnt operation resulted 4n 126 VC KIAs (8ee ine
closure #5 Combat Operations: After Action Report  TOAN THANG, Phase
I"and IT), The Brigede continued oporations in LONG AN and DINH TUONG

 Provinces without any significant contact until 26 May,: At which
time a two day operation was launched to reconein-force ahd exploit
the areca. of a B=-52 strike in GIONG TROM Distriot, KIEN BOA Province,
The two day operation yielded 41 VC KIA at the loss of four U.S. llves,
Fifteen VC were also killed in MO CAY and DON NHON Distriots when elee-

monts of the 540th DCU were targets for the Brigede,

L - (4) " During the month of June the €nemy generally avold-
ed contact with the maneuver battalions and intensified his attacks-
against Naval assault support craft of Task Force 117, On’5 armd 6 June
the MRF initiated reconnaissance in force operatiops in SA DEC and DUG
TON Districts, VINHE LONG Provirce,. Maximum employment was made of the
E-8 tactical CS launcher and ®ZIPPO™ flameboats to dislodge the enemy
from fortified positions and suppreéss his sniper fires, The period &
thru 8 June saw the MBF conducting operations iy the SA DEC and BACH
Boturnang. £h KLEN HOA Travinse tho MRS 1y iated opeetions on 30’
eturning to X L -Provinge e ; iated operations on 10
?une f%‘éIONG.ERQM an@gﬁch~aIANG-Districts;.;Althoggh ground contacts
were not obtalnable, B/7«lst Alr Cavalry and Navgl assault support .
craft succeeded: im destroying 45 VC during the two day operation, On
16 June, the MRF deployed to CAN:THO, and initlated operations as df=-
rected by the Senior Advisor IV CTZ to prevent a major VC offensive
agalnst the oity, A four day operation which commenoed on 17 June,|rew
sulted in 84 VC KIA, The majo:§§z;or,thefgnpmyls‘lossos resulted from
A/7=1st Alr Cavalry engagements Inm support of the manouver battalions,
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Completing operations in PHONG DINH Province, the MRF deployed to Dong
Tam, After a brief period of operations, the MRF proceeded on 26 June
to LONG AN Provingo where it was again omploged to interdioct infiltrae«
tiom and exfiltration of VC/NVA forces near SAIGON. Contrary to the

Brigade's earlier operations in LONG AN Province, the cnemy avoided -
contact with the mancuver battalions' for the duration of the month,

-

7 (5) The Brigade was tasked to place the 3-60th. Infantry \

Battalion OPCON to the 3rd Brigade, -9th Infantry Division which had :
ostablish contact in DINH TUONG Province, Theo battalion remained OPCON
to the 3rd Brigade from 2 thru 5 July, During that period, the MRF
continued its operations in LONG AN Province until 5 July when it re-
deployed to Dong Tams On 6 July the 3=47th Infantry relieved the A-U7th
Infantr% of its security mission at Dong Tam Base, The Brigade contine
uod combat operations on 7 July in KIEN HOA Province, The target soe
lected was those encmy forces entrenched west of the “Crossroads"
where the Brigede participated in lts heaviest engagement of this ro-
porting poriod, The 4e47th Infantry entered the objective area and
beached without incident, The 3-60th Infantry conducted airmobile
combat assaults to LZs south of the 4=47th beach sites; The only en-
gagemonts of the day occurced: whon E/U=U47th Infantry killed two VC
after recelving sporadic small arms, and D/3«5th Air Cavalry rececived
sporadic automatic weapons fire in the vicinity of . X55237, The abseance
of enemy activiﬁg in the A0 was wmusual, On 10 Julyy the MRF initiated
operations in KIEN HOA Province to locate and destroy enemy forces and
his equipment withim HUON MY and MO CAY Districts; Subsequent oper-
ations Werec initiated 11 thru 13 July employing both the. lli7th \Inf-
antry and 3-60th Infantry inm beach assaults, airmobile.and eagle float
operations, During the period 15 thru 17 July the MRF ocontinued Oper-
ation TRUONG CONG DINH, conducting reconnaissance in force, airmobile
and riveriné operations in CANG LONG, CHAU THaNH Distriots, VINH BINH

Province, The operation on 15 July in coordination and cooperation
with the 9th ARVN Division., During the three day operation, the Bri-
gado and its supporting elements accounted for 62 VC KIAs, Comploting
oporations in VINH BINH Province, the MRF deployed to Dong Tam Base on
18 July, While anchoraged off Dong Tam,. the Brigade omployed the 4—L7th’
Infantry, on 20 July, to conduct satuation patrolling and establish

m ght ambushes on the south bank of the MY THO River in the vicinity

of  XS4740,. Truoc Glang, Hem Long Districts, KIEN HCA Province, On 21
July the 3-60th Infantry was employed im a cordon and search operation
in coordimatiomn and cooperation with RF/PF elements on THOI' SON Island,
Operation TRUONG CONG DINH continued on 23 July in accordance with
OPORD 61~68 in GIONG TROM, TRUC GIANG Distriets, KIEN HOA Province, The
operation was initiated in coordination and cooperation with thHe 3=l0tlL
ARVN and 1-10th ARVN Regiments, On 25 July, the Brigade terminated its
coperations in KIEN HOA Provincey. and on 26 July the MRF deployed to
VINH LONG Province, After completing final plans and preparation for
its transit, the MRF departed’ its Vinh Long anchorage on 28 July and
deployed to PHONG DINH Province, arriving the same day. On 30 July,
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;ﬁ% *‘*'d/he MBF initiated offensive operations in coordination eand cooperation

* ment of the 3=3

“with the 5th Battalion, VNMC, in KIEN LONG, KIEN HUNG and DUC LONG

- Districts, CHUNG THIEN Provihce, To accomplish its mission, the Bri-
gade debarked the MRB and established its Headquarters and Tactical.
Operations Center inland in the vicinity of VI THANH. The introduction
and operations of the Mobile Riverine Force in the A0 marked the first
time in the history of the Vietnam War that a major U,S, Force has ocomnw
duoted tactical operations in the southern oxtremlty of the Republlic of

Vietnam, To date, the operation continues, :

H

e

d, Combat Support Activities: .-
I (1) Artillery, During the reporting period, the 3-34th
jrgrtillery continued 1ts direct support.reole in MRF operations, employ-
ing two of its firing batteries on floating barges, On several ococa-
“"slons the third ‘firing battery was deployed from Dong Tam Base and Jjoine
ed the artillerﬁ battalion in support of the Brigade, Since the detach-
, th Artillery from the Brigede, the Artillery support now
now providedby #hebattalion remains unchanged, The 3=34th Artillery pér-
forms its mission in tho same manner of esprit and professionzlism as
it did when attached tp the Brigade, Throughout the period,the Bri-
gade’s 4,2 inch mortars (also mounted on barges) wers attached to the
3-34th Artillery, The 4,2 mortars barges travel with the 3-34th Arty,
and thelr fires are coordinated by the battalion's fire direction con-
trol center to yield the best and maximum fire support for elements of
the Brigade, The mortars were constantly employed on counter mortar
missions as well as defensive firos and blocking fires for the infantry
battalions, Employment of the mortars in this manner assists the ertile
lery battalion in respondinz to numerous firec missions, and 1s quite
offective during contact missions and canal entrences preps which are
close to the -fire support base, Co-locating the mortars with the artil-

lery prosent minimum quadrant elevation problems for the firing bat-
terles, . . ‘

. (2) Army Aviation, Throughout the reported period, Army
aviation assuts substantially assisted tho MBEF in accomplishing its
many missilons, Aviation support provided,. included light fire teams
and assault hellcopter companies, When alr cavalry units were placed
in support of the MRF, thelr employment enhanced the striking power of
the force, Tactical plans and oporations were ococeslonally modified
when alr assets were not avallable, diverted or withdrawn from the Bri-
gade and re-allocated for high prlority missions. Assault helicopter
companlies played a major role in positiéning ground foreces to block,
engage and destroy the enemy, Beyond any doubt, air cavalry units de-
monstrated their initiative to seek out and destroy the enemy, All
Army aviation support provided was outstanding throughout the reporting
period, ~ CoL " : ' ' S

(3) Tactical air support., Ailr support throughout the ro-
porting period wasg. provided by the 7th U,S, Alr Force, Tactical alr
support provided consisted of preplanned and immedlate airstrikes which
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‘wdre employed agalnst fleeing enemy forces, fort;fied positions amigxx
g?eparation of beaching and landing zonss, On sevecral occaslons :
Spooky" flare ships,.equipped with miniguns,. were employed to aupport
and reinforce clements of the Brigade which wore in contact during the
hours. of.darkness. .

' o (h) Naval fire gupnort. All combat operations of- tho
MRF arec. contingent upon introduction into the AQ by river assault qraft,
It is during these riverine moveoments:that assault support boats and -
troop ladden craft are subjected . to ‘be ambushed, To minimize tho pose
Sibility of being ambushed, Naval ‘craft are continiously roconning by
fire in known or suspected ambush areas, ‘In addition, Naval fires are
always ‘omployed in support of 'the maneuver battalions with direot .or
indircot fires in zone,. However, the MRF has not been able to fully .
develop detall fire coordinating techniques for om 1oying Neval fires
in direct support of ground forces in contact, - Thus far, direct fire
is limited to "proping™ beachos prior to their assault, and suppressing
enomy fire directed at the craft or ships of the MBB: Controlling
Naval fires 1s axtromely difficult when troops aro within their zono. of '
fire, - :

m_a. o

21 Tactics and Techniques.

(1) The ever present problem of achieving tactical s
prise is one of thc major considerations in planning for riverine as~
saults, Unless surprise is achleved, the MRF is likely to find eithar*a
"dry holo®" ' or encounter .an ambush, .The problem becomes espeocially i
difficult when MBF operations romain'locallzed ina partipular ares Egr
ioriod of time, Thg VC sometimes organize oarly warning systems -

4

‘Which afford an hour-or. two advance notice af the MRF's deployment: aﬁﬂ.
embloymont within an Ap, New ‘techniques to counter this have been ips
stituted, Pre-dawn landings &s well.as midday landings have: boen GOdh

ducted to break the pattern of assaults, AQther measures such ds dc-s i
ception, radio silence, deceptive movement by river agsault craft and~'
®fake® insertions have boen planned and executed to déceive the cnemy
as to our actual operations,and achieve tactical surprise, Areas of '
opération are cleared with. Vietnamese authérities at the last possibIe -
moment 1n order Yo. reduce the possibility of. compromising the operatmxh

{2) As =& result of the increased threat of riverine

ambushes, the MRF has revised its countc¢r-ambush procedures during . .
riverine movement, Biverine convoys have increased reconnaissance by
fire on*suspected’ enemy positions or known ambush: sites,where pcrmiﬂmd.
The installation of the E=8, tactical CS dispenser on river agsault .
oraft provides a readily available CS agent for counter-ambush use.vmha
installation of M132 flame turtents on an Armored'Trodp Carrier (“ZIPRF).
provides the MRF: w&th e riverine.flamethrower,. The tactical .CS dispen~-
ser and the "ZIPPO™ ‘formed an effective .combination for defeating an i

ambush insconjunctien with other fires,” The light helicopteyr fire te
LHFT) providing ovsrhoad -covor and advanoed raoonnaissance is’ 1n a

gl )
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sition to effeotively‘engageﬂtho épeny flushed out by the "ZIPPO" and
he..CS agent, . .. , - A Hhe eI

,6.- (¢) Traini ggn

8, Individual and unit training was conducted in those arcas
requiring improvement &s determined from previous operations, During
the reporting quarter, there were,fow specified/designated periods for
training, Tho majority of" training was conducted during brief periods,

when the Brigade rotated its maneuver battalions and/or praparad for
- Puture: combat operationS. °

C

i

b. During the month of Juns, & Special presentation was made
.to officers and NCOs who-are responsible for planning and. initilating -
‘alrlift rqsupply operations; A two hour class on "The techniques of .
5118k loading® was. presented to .Sel representatives of the Brigade stafr
and cach maneuvér batfalion,. The scope:of ‘the materiel presented was
"to famillarize personnel- concornod with procedures for resupplyingtnits

by aitr, and new teehniques of preparing supylies and equipment for
movement by light 11t aircraft. 4

. _ Another epeoial training program was oonducted in resgonse
o increased command emphasis on care ani mainterance of individual and
araw'served weapons, An item of particular interest was the buffer.

_assembly of the M16 rifle, All elements of the Brigade oonductod.ﬁraiu-
Ang in. oaro,. cleaning, maintensance ‘and inspection of the M16 rifle,:
and ‘2ll M16 ‘rifles were provided with new buffers, if required, Sube--
ordinate units! weapons graining ‘Included zeroing .of individdal~mapens,
-and zeroing, boresighting and familiarization firing of—other organie

weapons |

1

« : Oth@r training oonducted by the manauver battaliops in-
cluded oritiques of previous combat operations and olassos ont

' - Communications s
River/Stream orossing techniques
.mFire and maneuver - ;- A
- Prep&ration of night rESupply kits o
., - Safety L -
- ff' Land navigation
Airmobile operations
L , Perimeter defense'f
.7 - Medieal evaoyation Sl T s s
oo Navy customs and, oourteay S :f'? f ":”; B
7. (¢) Lomlstlomr | |
a, No aignificant 1ch"EIca1 activities occurred during this

Y
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AVDE=-BCO 30 April 1968

SUBJACT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned Pericd Ending 30 fpril 1968
(RCS/CSFOR-65 R-1) (U)

Commanding General

9th Infantry Division
ATTN: AVDE-MH

APO San Francisco 96370

Section 1 Significant Organizetional/Unit Activities
1. (C) Introduction:

a, During the reporting period the 3d Brigade concluded Cperation
ENTERPRISE, which had been conducted continuously since Februaery 1967, and
participated in two other major tactical operations, implemented in reaction
to the TET attacks on Saigon. Missions assigned to the brigade during this
period were tailoned to meet the growing threat inherent in the presence
of both VG and NVi forces in the Capitol Military District south of Saigon
vwhile maintaining pressure on the enemy in Long an Province and interdic~
ting his resupply and infiltration routes.

b. During Operation ENTERPRISE the brigade was primarily concerned
with achieving military pacification of Long An Province in close coordin-
ation and cooperation with Province and District Chiefs., Toward this end
the brigade conducted consolidation operations to destroy the enemy, his
infrastructure, installations, supply caches, and lines of communication,
and supported the extension of GVN control through the Revolutionary Develop-
ment Program. The ENTERPRISE lMission received primary emphasis in the dis~
tricts of Binh Phuoc, Tan Tru, and Rach Kien, however, extensive operations
were also continued in Can Giuoc and Can Duoc Districts in accordance with
the expansion of the brigade area of operation into those districts during
the last reporting period. In addition the brigade also directed the oper-
ation that returned the city of Ben Tre (XS 510315) in Kien Hoa Province
to GVN control during the aftermath of the TET Offensive, and extended
operations into Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts to locate and destroy
VC/NV4 forces thaf had participated in the attacks on Saigon. From the
beglnn%ng of the reparting period, the 5th Bn, é0th Inf (M)(~) operated

Tl WL &d
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outside the brigade TaOI, under operational control (OPCON) intitially

to Capitol Military District and later to the 1st Brigade where they were
committed in the vicinity of the Phuto Racetrack and participated in
Operation DUONG CUL DiN (People's Road) respectively. One company remained
under Lrigade control and was employed on convoy security missions on
highway QL 4 and as the brigade RRF. The 2d Bn, 60th Inf (~) was placed
OPCON to 1st Brigade on 4 March 1968 with one company remaining under

3d Brigode control to secure the battalion basecamp at Tan Tru.

Operations in the Capitol Military District were conducted with two
infantry battalions placed OPCON to the brigade during the TET Offensive
and remaining under brigade control throughout the reporting period.

The Enterprise Mission in its modified form was regarded as having a two-
fold purpose, Of an imuediate nature were the strike operations conducted
in coordination with the 5th Ranger Group (4RVN) and CMD Forces in Binh
Chanh and Nha Be Districts to locate and destroy the VC/NV. forces that
withdrew to the outer edge of Saigon after the initial TET attacks. Within
the scope of the operations in Nha Be and Binh Chanh Districts, a company
size force was positioned in 40 Robbie (XS 9788) to secure Cat Lai from
attack by fire from the east bank of the Song Nha Be River and protect
waterway traffic in the area. Simultaneously the brigade continued paci-
fication operations in long An Province with particular emphasis along the
Gia Dinh Province boundary and on interdiction of major LOC's, The success
of Operation cinterprise must be considered from the standpoint of the two-
part mission. In Long in Province the military pacification effort has
resulted in the return of significant portions of the population and
resources to GVN control. The operations conducted in Gia Dinh Province
were successful in fragmenting the VC/NVi forces that assembled there after

“being driven fron the Capital City and in securing critical installations
and supply lines from any major attack.

c. Operation WUYiT THuWNG was conducted from 11 March - 7 April
1968, The 3d Drigade mission was to conduct offensive operations to clear
assigned areas of operation within the Capitol Military District and to
destroy VC/NVi ferces operating in Long in Province in close coordination
and cooperation with 46th Infantry Regiment (4RVN), 50th Infantry Regiment
(ARVN), and 5th Ranger Group (ARVN). The 2d Battalion, 3d Infantry con-
ducted clearing operations in Binh Chanh District to locate and destroy
VC/NVA forces with emphasis on the 506th Bn. The 4th Battalion, 39th
Infantry conducted clearing operations in Nha Be and Nhon Track Districts
and secured mein water lines of communication in the vicinity of Cat Lai.
the 3d Battalion, 3%9th Infantry secured basecamps at Rach Kien, French
Fart, 4n Nhut Tan, and Binh Phuoc and continued offensive operations in
Long 4n Province with emphasis on western Rach Kien District. The 2d
Battalion, 60th Infantry (-) and 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry (Mechandzed)(-)
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remained OPCON to 1st Brigade., QUYET THANG was marked by a series of small-
scdle contacts with both VC and NVi forces usually in well-constructed
bunkers with adequate overhead cover. From these positions the enemy often
displayed a willingness to engage friendly forces within the cffective renze
of small arms weapons, and was dislodged only after repeated airstrikes

and artillery fires had been called in on the target. Despite the VC/NVA
attempt to cepitalize on newly acquired equipment and techniques, Operation
Quyet Thang succeeded in fragmenting the forces that had attacked Saigon
during the TET Offensive and prevented their rcorganization at a

significant cost to the enemy in terms of casualties inflicted and material
captured and/or destroyed. In addition the constant interdiction of LOC's
and infiltration routes in both Long An and Gia Dinh Provinces severely
hampered resupply activities and restricted enemy units to small-scale
operations thereby substantially reducing the immediate threat to the Saigon
area,

d. During Operation TO/N THANG, initiated on 8 April 1963, the
brigade's mission became more detailed as specific enemy units were identi-
fied and the disposition of VO/NVA forces was revealed. Still charged
with responsibility for conducting combined offensive operations in the
CMD, emphasis was now placed on completing destruction of enemy battalion
and company sized units, blocking infiltraticn routes through Long in
Province to Saigon, and continue assisting in the defense of critical in-
stallations with priority to the Cat Lai and Nha Be complexes. Brigade
forces were already in position to accomplish the a2ssigned mission at the
conclusion of Operation wUYET THANG, Except for minor changes in boundaries
that occurred as ARVN forces pushed outward from the Saigon periphery,
maneuver battalions continued operations within previously designated AO's.

" On 14 April 1968, the company of 2d Battalion, 60th Infantry that had re-

mained under 3d Brigade control was placed OPCON to the 1st Brigade, thereby
completing the deployment of the battalion to the 1st Brigade TACL. In
addition the 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry (Mechanized)(~) was retained:to
brigade control with one company and the scout platoon remaining OPCON to
the 1st Brigade. Operation TOAN THANG continues as of the end of the re-
porting period and enemy losses are mounting. Ammunition end weapons

caches continue to be discovered on a regular basis and significant contacts
have been established with sizeable VC/NVA forces in both Long An and Gia
Dinh Provinces. There is some indication of an enemy build-up southwest

of Saigen and combat operations have been concentrated in the area. To

date the Toan Thang has succeeded in maintaining constent pressure on the
enemy, cutting his supply and infiltration rcutes, and preventing any major
attacks on critical installations. (See Inclcsure 3, Brigade T#0I, for
hreas of Operation.)

e. During the reporting period the brigade was involved in
ninety days of combat operations. The operations, conducted in reaction
to the TET Offensive and other high priority committments, precluded the
conduct of any training other than that required for replacement orientation.

e

-
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f. Several major organizational changes have occurred within the
btrigade during the reporting period. The 2d Battalion, 3d Infantry and
4th Battalion, 39th Infantry were placed under operational control (OPCON)
of 3d Brigade on 18 February 1968. The 24 Battalion, 60th Infantry was
remved from CPCON of the brigade on 14 April 1968 and the 5th Battalion,
é0th Infantry (Mechanized)(~) was returned to OPCON of the trigade on the
same day. The 6th Battalion, 31st Infantry became OPCON to the trigade
on 27 April 1968, These changes are discussed in Paragragh 2 below,

g- On L February 1968, Colonel George C. Benson replaced Colonel
George W. Everett as Commanding Officer, 3d Brigade (Inclosure 2, Roster
of Key Personnel).

2. (C) Organization:

a. In addition to the assigned maneuver battalion, one of which
is mecheanized, and an organic Headquarters and Headquarters Company, the
brigade has two additional infantry battalions under its cperational con-
trol. The 2d Battalion, 4th Artillery, in a direct support role, has
stationed one battery in each assigned maneuver battalion area. Normal
service units also support the brigade. (See Incloswure 1, Organmizational
Structure)

b. The changes in unit dispositions and the expansion of the
brigade TAOI into the Capitol Military District after the TET Offensive
resulted in the following major organizational changes:

(1) The 2d Bn, 3d Inf and 4th Bn, 39th Inf became OPCON to

" 3¢ 'Brigade on 18 February 1968 for the purpose of conducting operations in
- Bimh Chanh and Nha Be Districts, Gia Dinh Province to locate and destroy

VC/NVA forces belleved to have withdrawn to the area after the TET attacks
on Saigon.

(2) The 2d Bn, 60th Inf was removed from OPCON of the brigade
and placed OPCON to 1st Brigade on 14 April 1968. The Bn(~) had been
OPCON to 1st Brigade since 7 March 1968,

(3) The 5th Bn, 60th Inf(~) was returned to OPCON of the
brigade on 14 April 1968. One company and the scout platoon remained
OPCON to the 1st Bde. The Bn(~) had been OPCON to CMD and 1st Bde since
1 Februery 1968.

(4) The 6th Bn, 31st Inf was placed OPCON to the brigade on
27 April 1968 to be employed as a Ready Reaction Force (RRF) in either
CMD or Long An Province.
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¢. The resultant impact on the 3d Brigade is as follows:

(1) 4 requirement to establish liaison with CMD on a twenty-
four hour a day basis in order to coordinate indirect fire and airstrike
clearances. Present liaison team consists of two officers and twe enlisted
personnel,

(2) 4 reduced capability to conduct combat operations in the
TAOI by requiring the 4th Bn, 39th Inf to assume responsibility for 2d Bn,
60th Inf's L0 which lies within Tan Tru District, while continuing regularlr
assigned missions in Nha Be and Nhon Trach Districts. Co C, 3=39 Inf has
been placed OPCON to 4-39 Inf to accomplish these missions. Consequently,
3-39 Inf's availability for combat operations has also been reduced since
the security of An Nhut Tan is a recurring mission for the battalion.

(3) 4 reduction in convoy movement and security on Highway
QL 4. The 5th Bn, 60th Inf (M)(~) with two companies available for em~
ployment must be assigned recurring missions sparingly. In addition
any committment fur an extended period of time would also require that an
element from another unit be tasked with the mission of providing security
for the FS/PB (Fire Support/Patrol Base) at Binh Phuoc.

(4) 4n increased capability to react swiftly and in force to
VC/NVi attacks in the TAOI. The 6~31 Inf with no permanent 40 or fixed base
for its maneuver elements is available for committment in either the CMD
or Long An Province with minimum delay. In addition the Bn can establish
the maximum number of ambushes nightly along major land and water LOC's
leading to Saigon. '

d. Location of major subordinate units:

3-39 Inf - Rach Kien (XS 739695)

4=39 Inf ~ Tan Thenh (XS 655623)

5-60 Inf (M)(-) - Binh Phuoc (X3 6125L4)

2-3 Inf - FS/PB Smoke (XS 767765)

6-31 Inf - No assigned location. Temporary FS/PB at
Binh Chanh (XS 715793)

HHC, 3d Bde - Tan &n (XS 546649)

3. (C) Personnel and Administration:

a. Strength: During the reporting period, 3d Brigade Officer
strength levels were generally good with 98.1 per cent assigned versus
authorized and 90.1 present for duty versus authorized levels maintained
on the average. At the present time the officer strength percentages
are 97.5 and 92.4 per cent respectively, Enlisted strength figures aver-
aged 95.2 per cent assigned versus authorized and 81.8 per cent present for

SN e
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duty versus authorized. Present enlisted strength figures are 96 and 86.5
per cent respectively.

b. Casualties during the period were as follows:

(1) KIA - 59
(2) pow - 14
(3) NHD - 1
(4) WHA - 639
(5) Misc- 28
(6) RTD - 24,3

¢. Discipline, Law and Order:

(1) Article 15's imposed = 56
(2) Summary Courts-Martial - 3
(3) Special Courts-Martial - 12
(L) General Courts-Martial - 1

d. Maintenance of Morale:

(1) One of the biggest morale factors remains the extablish-
ment of a MARS radio station in the 34 Brigade area.

(2) R&R:
AUTH UTILIZED
Out of Country 615 609
In-Country 133 133

(3) Religious services totaled 271 for the period with 7424
personnel attending. The Brigade Chaplains also conducted 15 memorial

services, made 105 hospital visits, 2 visits to confinement facility, and
held 702 interviews.

e, Medical: US personnel treated in 3d Brigade dispensaries
totaled 5633.

f. Military Police activities:

(1) The 3d Brigade had 23 incidents requiring a serious
incident report (SRI).

(a) Eight traffic accidents.
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(b) Seven shooting incidents.
(¢) Two narcotic violations.
(d) Six miscellaneous

(2) Fifty-one (51) traffic accidents occurred involving 3d
Brigade vehicles not requiring serious incident reports.

4. (C) Intelligence: Significant changes affected several aspects of
intelligence and counterintelligence activities throughout the 3d Brigade
TAQI during the reporting period.

a. Order of Battle: The Order of Battle of VC forces, opera-
tional in the Long An - Binh Chanh - Nha Be area was altered by the
addition of the NVA Phu Loi II Rattalion and a new Main Force Battalion,
the 265th. Also a temporary NVA Battalion designated K3,  operated biiefly
in Long An Province in Feltruary. As a result of the VC TET Offensive,
the enenmy was forced to re-group and alter units and base areas, The
Order of Battle in the Brigade TACI is still undergoing transition as the
in-province replacement system produced limited results, and the enemy was
forced to strip local force units, upgrade guerrilla forces, impress young
men and infiltrate NVA personnel.

(1) The Phu Loi II Battalion entered VC lLong An Prcvince
approximately 5 January 1968, and around 28 January 1968, infiltrated
south along the Vam Co Dong River, crossed Highway L4 and passed through
Rach Kien into the Binh Chanh - Can Giuoc border area. The battalion
apparently did not participate in the attack on Saigon and was assigned
the mission of protecting areas in Binh Chanh District centering on
Hung Long Village. Constant contact with 3d Bde units and airstrikes
reduced the strength and effectiveness of the battalion 50 per cent.
POW's stated that from the original four (4) companies (5th, éth, 7th,
and 8th), only two were left with the battalion (6th and 8th) in mid-March.
The other two companies were detached as replacements to other battalions.
By the end of March, the 2-3 Infantry had reduced the éth Company of the
Phu Loi II Battalion to platoon size and forced the remeinder of the batta~
lion into dispersed hiding areas throughout the Binh Chanh ~ Can Giuoc
border area. POW's have shown that the Phu Ioi II follows the standard
pattern of havingassigned a limited number of VC to assist in familiariza-
tion with the area. The POW's confirmed the internal conflict between
NVA end VC personnel.

(2) The 265th Battalion is a possible addition to the Order

of Battle. Numerous agent reports have placed the battalion in the base
areas of the 2nd Independent Battalion in western Rach Kien and northern
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Tan Tru. A Chieu Hoi from the battalfon railied on 15 April 1968, giving
the first positive evidence of the battalion's existence. The Chieu Hoi
reported the battalion was formed from personnel from the 261st and 263d
Battalions and 200 new recruits. The addition of the battalion confirms
the increased emphasis placed on Long An by the VC. The battalion's
position is significant in that it threatens Ben.Luc and is in position
to reinforce anywhere in Long An,

(3) The 2d Independent Battalion was engaged in the Cholon
area at the start of the reporting period. Continued contacts traced its
movement to northern Binh Chanh,' where in mid-March it went into hiding
at less than 50 per cent strength. A recent Chieu Hoi has stated the
battalion has gained replacements and is still in the northwestern Binh
Chanh area avoiding contact with regular US/ARVN forces. The battalion
had developed sufficient strength by early April to participate in a series
of attacks on RF/PF outposts in Nha Be District. The battalion's perfor-
mance in the attacks indicate that despite new replacements,’ the command
structure, -although weakened during the TET Offensive, is still functional.

(4) The 506th Battalion had been indentified in several
widely dispersed areas since the TET Offensive. The most recent Chieu
Hoil indicates the presence of the battalion minus the heavy weapons com-
pany in southern Can Giuoc, Other elements have been reported in the old
base area in the Pineapple Plantation north of Ben Luc as well as south of
Highway L. Apparently elements of the 506th were severely hurt during TET
and used to supplement other forces. The bulk of ‘the battalion has not been
fixed by friendly forces. " L

(5) The 5th Nha Be Battalion participated in the TET Offen-
sive and was last contacted on 10 February 1968 withdrawing from the immed-
iate Saigon area. Since then, the 5th Nha Be has not been located.

Recent reports has placed the battalion in dispersed locations along the VC
supply routes in Can Giuoc. It is reasonable to assume the battalion,
although ineffective for the last six months, suffered losses during the
TET Offensive and had be be completely rebuilt. By the end of April,

only the Heavy Weapons Company on the Nha Be ~ Can Giuoc border appeared
capable of any offensive action.

(6) The district companies continue to operate strictly
within their district boundaries, however, the companies have cooperated
in operations along their border areas. After TET the VC reorganization
affected the districts by requiring each district to increase their forces
from one company to one battalion. Thus far only the VC Ben Thu District
reorganization has been confirmed. The 312 Campany (120 personnel) split
and by upgrading local intravillage squads, formed the C1 Ccmpany (60
personnel), €2 Company (40~60 personnel) and C3 Company (75-90 personnel).

-
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The companies have been reinforced with a weapons platoon of the 8th Bn
consisting of VC and some NVi persomnel. The remainder of the local
district companies have been identified as remaining in their normal

areas: ‘The 313 Company (100 personnel) in Binh Phuoc; the 314th Company
(120 personnel) in Tan Tru; the 315th Company (40-60 personnel) in VG Can
Duoc; and the 316th Company (100 persomel) in Can Giuoc. At the end of
the reporting period, contact with the 315th Company resulted in 26 VC

KI4 (USBC) and effectively eliminated at least one of the two marginally
combat effective platoons in the company. The district companies have
Sustained a major loss of personnel to the mobile battalions and main

force units. igent reports of NVA personnel replacements in the district
companies eppears confirmed by a noticeable change in the response of these
units to contacts. The local forces are now breaking in the open in an
effort to disengage and are often sighted moving in the daylight as well
a8 reacting to adrcraft in such a way as to disclose thelr pcsitions.

Local guerrilla units were stripped as replacements and intensive recruiting
has replaced most of the losses, however, the quality has suffered greatly.

b. Enemy Tactics and Techniques:

(1) The VC in Long An Province used February and March to
disengage their major units from the Saigon area and to rebuild them.
During this period they were subjected to intensive attacks by friendly
forces. Initially the enemy attempted to avoid contact and retain their
position in Saigon peripheral area in an offensive posture. Finally
the major units were dislodged by our operations and attempted to hide in
fragmented groups still within the general area. Continued operations
destroyed over 50 per cent of the 2d Independent and 506th Battalions, and
both battalions began the process of rebuilding in late February. It
became obvious the second offensive would not take place immediately and
propaganda build-up began for late april or lMay. The local guerrilla and
district forces were stripped of personnel to rebuild the battalions, but
this and the intensive proselyting were insufficient, The VC in Long 4n
were forced to use NVA filler personnel down to district campanies in order
to regain an offensive capability. : ‘

(2) In mid-February the VC attempted to resupply their units
around Saigon, however, due to our interdiction efforts, they were unable
to do so until carly April, end it appeared that the enemy had succeeded

in resupplying and reinforcing only their major units and  few district
compani es, k

(3) The enemy reorganization of the VC Long 4in Province into
what appears to be two tactical sub-regions was'accomplished prior to TET
and has remained in effect. The sub-region south of Hwy 4 has had tie major
realignment of forces. The original local force battalions were reisaforced
with the Phu Loi II Battalicn initially and later the 265th Battalion.
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In addition to the command element, in late April it appeared that the
weapons elements had been combined into a Heavy Weapons Unit and reinforced
with other heavy weapons units.

(4) VC tactics have changed during the reporting period.
The enemy remains along the river lines, biut they are now digging their
bunkers in the first rice paddy dike out from the nippa palm line rather
than the edge of the nippa palm as they did previously. This was in res-
ponse to our past practice of placing our airstrikes in the cdge of the
nippa palm. The enemy has shown a marked reluctance to make contact with
US forces. They avoid contact unless we actually enter their bunker line,
then they will defend at all costs until darkness when they will disperse
in small groups from the area often dressed in civilian clothing over their
\ uniforms. The major change is that the defense is stubborn and involves
\ the whole unit rather than rear guard actions as in the past. The VC have cc
tinucd harassment of RF/PF outposts and - rortaring of :mjcr US/GVN installatic

c. Enemy losses during the reporting period numbered 864 VC body
count, 26 prisoners of war, and 40 rallied under the Chieu Hoi Program.
Enemy equipment losses during the period includes 382 crew-served weapons,
132 small arms, 1862 rounds of 81/82mm mortar, 351,831 rounds of small
arms ammunition, 1179 rounds of B-40 and B-41 ammunition and 280 rounds of
60mm mortar. (See para 5 for detailed losses)

d., The quality of intelligence varies greatly among the many
agencies available here in Long An, but all have made significant contri-
butions to the 3d Brigade intelligence effort. The most valuable agencies
continue to be the 149th MI, the 525th MI, the 9th MI, and the Combined
Operations Intelligence Center (COIC), which is the Long /n Sector - US
advisory collection agency. These agencies provide the most assistance
because of the timeliness and the accuracy of their reports. The Police
Special Branch (PSB), in conjunction with the Police Interrogation Center,
provides valuable information on infrastructure and in-depth studies
of VC techniques and objectives. District Operations and Intelligence
Coordinating Centers (DOICC) are operational and functioning in five of the
seven districts. These joint US/iARVN centers, operating under the District
Chiefs and the District Advisor, acquire, analyze and disseminate intelli-
gence at district level. The DOICG's have proven their value for acquiring
intelligence and reacting to both military and infrastructure targets.

Casual sources, frequently Vietnamese civilians, have proven very valuable
during the past months in locating mines, booby traps and caches. Every
effort is being made to encourage this kind of assistance.

The rapport and cooperation between Long fn Sector and the 3d Brigade is

excellent. In addition to daily contacts with COIC, S-2, 3d Brigade main-
tains liaison with the numerous agencies at Sector by liaison officers.
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3D BRIGADE, 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96373

AVDE-BCO 11 August 1968

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32) (U)
THRU: Commend Channels

TO: Commander
U. 8. Military Assistonce Command, Vietnam
ATTN: J343 ' :
APO 962143

1. Name or Identity and/or Type of Operation: Combat operation to defend
southern approaches to Saigon-CMD srea and defend key installations in southern
Saigon-CMD area.

2, Dates of Operation: 6 May - 13 May 1968,
3. location: Gia Dinh Province, Nha Be and Binh Chanh Districts.

L. Control or Commend Headquarters: Headquartoers, 3d Brigade, 9th
Infantry Division in coardination with CG, CMDj

5. Reporting Officer: Colonel George C. Benson, Commanding Officer,
3d Bde, 9th Inf Div; Lieutenant Colonel Joseph H, Schmalherst, Commanding
Officer, 6th Battalion, 31st Infantry; licutenant Colonel Anthony P, Delucn,
Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 39th Infantry; Liecutcnant Colonel Robert
L, Adcock, Commarding Officer, Ath Battalion, 39th Infentry; Lieutenont
Colonel John B, Tower, Commonding Officer, 2d Battalion, 47th Infmntry;
Lieutenent Colonel Eric F, Antilln, Comm~nding Officer, 5th Battalion
(Mechanized), &0th Infantry.

6. Task Orgonization:
a. U. S. Forces:
(1) Mezneuver Battalions:

6=31 Inf

3-39 Inf

-39 Inf

2-47 Inf (eff 09 May 68)
5-60 Inf (M) (-)

(2) Brigade Control: SRS

B Trp, 7=1 Cav (7-13 M~y 68)

D Trp, 3=5 Cav (8-13 Mry 68)

HHC, 3d Bde, 9th Inf Div

2-1, Arty(-) DS :
Btry B, 7-8 Arty (8 in and 175mm) PS Reinforcing
Btry C, 1-84 Arty (155mm) Reinforcing

Btry B(-), 1-84 Arty (155m) Reinforcing

3d Plt, Sth MP Co (Spt)

| 34 PLt, Co G, 9th Sig Bn (spt) : /
1
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Co D, 709th Maint Bn (Spt)

Co G, 15th Engr Bn (DS)

Co G, 9th Mei Bn (Spt)

Tm, 9th ML Det (Spt

34 Plt, 335 RRC (Spt)

Sec, 4th AA Pit, 2d CA Co (Spt)
AV F1d' Tm, 246th PSYOPS Go (Spt)
2d Plt, C Btry, 5-2 Arty (DS)
2d P1t, H Btry, 2%th Arty (DS)

b. Victnamese forces operating in close coordination and cooperation
with 34 Brigade units:

30th River Assault Group (RAG)(ARVN)
RF/PF Forces, Gia Dinh Province

Nha Be and Binh Chanh District Forces
Capitol Militsry District Forces

7. Supporting Forces:

II Field Forces iAviction Units
7th USAF -
st Log Cmd.

8. Intel]igehcev:n Enemy situntion prior to the May (2d) Offensive:
Reporting Period: 1 April to 11 May 1968

During this period all enemy activity in sub-region 3 indicated massive
efforts to resupply, train and provide recruits to all VC/NVA units suffering
from the heavy losses sustained during the TET Offensive. At the seme time,
the enemy continued harassment of Allied ond ARVN installations throughout the
TACI concentrating on attacks by fire and avoiding contact except where their
base arcas were challenged., It wns obvious during this period that the enemy's
rebullding efforts were pointing towards a second offensive in the Saigon aree,

Majar battelion-sized elements in our A0 became increasingly difficult
to engage. For apparent security purposes, traditional enemy unit base areas
were abandoned with only token LF representation, movement patterns seemed
erratic as the enemy attempted to cover  their subsequent movement into attack
positions south of Scigon. In addition, information was received that some LF
and MF company-size elements, normally opersting seprcrately, were uniting in an
effort to bolster the attack strength of the larger MF units, LF elements in
the 3d Bde's imediate area of interest around US installations, began coordin-
ated attacks in order to cover the maneuver of the Saigon attack forces., In-
creasing VC command emphasis was placed on terrorist activities, interdiction
of lines of communication, sabotege of Route 4 and attacks by fire on all
strategic points in sub-region 3. Interdictlon along Route 4 was especially
heavy between Tan An and Binh Chanh, Specially formed sapper elements initiated
more frequent route-severing attempts along secondory roads leading to and from
all US subordinate installations, Attacks by fire increased on ARVN, RF/PF (P's
throughout sube-region 3.  In an attempt to hamper reinforcement efforts by
Allied and ARVN units, combined LF elements put ever increasing pressure on the
Tan An and Ben Luc Bridges., At various times both locations came under rocket,
mortar, grourd and probing attacks. During this reporting period, especinlly
in the last two weeks of April, pressure wns exerted on 21l major Allied and
ARVN installations in Can Duoc, Can Giuoc, and Nha Be Districts as a diversion
to the maneuvering of the attack elements into positions south of Saigon.

The bulk of the offensive from the south wis to be borne bv the 3d

Independent, 506th LF, and Phu Loi II battalions with the ald of supporting
elements from the 5th Nha Be Bn

The enemy's overall plan for the attack in the southern region had the
2d Ind, 506th, Phu Loi II and supporting clements from the 5th Nha Be attacking
and occupylng the 7th, 8th end 9th Precincts along Salgon's southern extremitiec
‘The D=16 LF and the 263 Bn's witirsupporting rcor elements were to provide dive
sion by attacking from the‘sou}‘}_mest into the Cholon - Phu Lam area.
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9. Missions:

a. Deploy the 3d Bde south of Saigon to deny VC/NVA forces access
to the city.

b. Defend key installations south of Saigon.,
c. Be prepared to reinforce US and ARVN units in Saigon-CMD area.
10. Concept of Operation:

a. The general concept of operations was to move four maneuver batt?—
lions by airlift and vehicle to positions along suspected routes of infiltration
into the southern Saigon-CMD area.

b. Conduct extensive combat operations in Binh Chanh and Nha Be .
Districts to locete and destroy VC/NVA units steging to attack the Saigon-CMD
area.

11, Execution:

a, 6 May 1968: The disposition of forces in Gia Dinh Province on
6 May was the 4-39 Inf at Nha Be (XS 916823) and the'6~31 Inf at FS/PB Smoke
(XS 789769). Because of the buildup of intelligence, the 5-60 Inf(M) was
moved from Binh Phuoc (X5 615550) to XS 815868 south of Saigon. At nightfall
on the 6th, the complete disposition of units was: 6-31 Inf (Co's A and D)
at FS/PB Smoke, XS 789769; L~39 Inf had Co B at Cat Lal (XS 956895), Co C at
%S 880853, Co B and HHC at Nha Be (XS 916823), Co C/3-39 Inf (CPCON to-4-39)
at Nha Be (XS 916823);  the 5-60 Inf (M) h=d HHC and Co A at XS 815868, 2d Plt
of Co A at XS 984878 (OPCON to 4-39 Inf), znd Co C elements at XS 875868,
XS 814875, and XS 853887, ‘

b. 7 May 1968: 'The 6=31 Inf moved Co's B and C from Binh Chanh to
FS/PB Smoke and conducted eompany-sized airmobile assaults and recon in force
operations east of Binh Chanh. The operations had negative results and at
nightfall the disposition of the battalion wes HHC and Co C at FS/PB Smoke,
Co A =t XS 808865, Co B at XS 819866, Co C hzd one plt at the Ben Luc Bridge
(XS 618748) and one plt OPCON to 5-60 Inf (XS 816874) amd one plt at XS 775812,

The 3-39 Inf conducted local security patrols vic Rach Kien until
the afternoon. Beginning at 1400H, the Bn Hgs ahd Co's A and B were airlifted
to positions south of Saigon. The final disposition of the battalion was:
HHC and Co B at XS 838869, Co A at XS 828868, Co C (CGPCON to L4~39 Inf) at
XS 880870, Co's A and B of 3-60 Inf became OPCON to 3-39 Inf to defend base~
tzamps Zt(; 2:)1 Bhut Tan (XS 665674), Rach Klen (XS 740669), end the French Fort

XS 896616). '

The 4-39 Inf conducted riverine and footmobile recon in force
operations west and northwest of Nha Be with three compamies., The operations
had negative results and the disposition of the battalion at nightfall wes:
HHC, Co C and Co B at Mha Be (XS 916823); Co A at Tan Tru (XS 654623); Co B
at Cat Lai (XS 956895)3 :Co €/3-39 (CQPCON to 4-39 Inf) at XS 880870; and one
plt of 5-60 Inf(M) (OPCON to 4-39 Inf) at XS 894873.

The 5-60 Inf (M) conducted recon in force operations with Co's
A and C, The field CP of Co C/5-60 Inf (M) come under mortar attack at 0345H.
The company received 2 total of 80 rounds of 82mm mortar fire, Fire was re~
turned uwsing argonic weapons, arty and ht fire team. The CP received
8 to 10 RPG rounds at 0515H, The same sdpport was used for this contact.
There were no casualties from either contect and the VC loeses are unknown.
The 3d Bde received a c2ll at O545H that ~n RV outpost ot XS 827875 wos
urder & ground attack from an estimated VC companv., The 2d P1lt of Co C de~
parted its night location (XS 845885) to reinforce the outpost. At 0610H
at XS 827875, the platoon established contact with an unknown size VC force.
The platoon was joined by the rest of Co C ot O642H. The company remrined
in contact until 2000H when the enemy withdrew to the south. Co C was Joined
at 1030H by Co A/5-€0 Inf (M) nt XS 829876. The two units were supported by
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/ and kKilled 26 VC, The final disposiion of wmits at nightfall was: HHD,
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Co's D and E at FS/PB Smoke (XS 78%7::3; Jou A at XS 8638743 Co B CPCON to

3-39 Inf; and Co C ot XS 867874, Ths -~ of 2-39 Inf flaew a continuous VR
south of Saigon during the night of 8-9 M~r £3, Using & sterlight scope, he
spotted several sampans and one group of 10 VC during the night. Using heli-
copter gunships and arty, he lkdlled 6 VC vic XS5 713710 and sank 3 sampans vic
XS 846655, At 0225H the battalion field CP (XS 845885) began receiving a
mortar attack. The camp recelved a total of 50 rounds of 82mm before the
attack ceased at O255H, At 0345H, the camp came under a mortar and ground
attack by an estimated W battalion. The attack continued until 0630H when
the VC withdrew to the south and west, The contact wes supported by helieop-
ter gunships, USAF C-47. Spooky flare ond gunships, arty and organic weapans.
US casualties from the -attack were 2 KHA end 67 WHA, Enemy losses were 4 VC
KIA. During the day Co A conducted recon in force operations in the vic of
the battalion basecamp with negative results, Co B conducted recon in force
southwest of the battalion basecamp in pursuit of the attacking force. The
company recelved sniper fire three different times between O700H and 14L00OH
with no casualties., At 1430H vic XS 843878, Co B established contact with an
unknown size W force, The action continued until 1700H with the enemy fire
fluctuating between heavy to sporadic, The action was supported with helicopter
gunships, TiC Air, arty and orgamic weapons, The action resulted in 12 VC
body count and 1 US WHA, The 3-39 Inf received CPCON of B/6~31 Inf at 1400H
to suppart the B/3-39 Inf contact. ‘then the company approached the area of
contact, they began receiving sporadic sniper fire. The ocompany established
a block to the southwest of the contect area, The sporaedic smiper fire con-
tinued until 1700H and resulted in 9 US WHA, Tho action resulted in 10 VC KIA
for Co B/é~31 Inf, Ren/2-47 Inf (OPCON 3-39 Inf) conducted local petrols

in the vic of the battalion basecamp (XS 845886). The patrols sustained 1 US
WHA from sniper fire at 1500H vic XS 844855. The disposition of units at
mghtfall was:  HHC, Co B, Ren/3-39 and Ren/2-47 at XS 845885; Co i at XS 84,2883;
ard Co C OPCON to 4-39 .Inf, s

The 4~39 Inf conducted recon in force operations with Go's C/4~39
Inf and C/3-39 Inf. The units moved from XS 860800 to the south to a villnge
located at XS 853784, Prior to reaching the villoge =t XS 857790, the units
established contact with an estimated company. The aetion was supported by
helicopter gunships, TiC Alr, artyr and orranic weapons and resulted in 2 US
WHA and 34 VC body count. The disposition of the battalion at nightfall was:
HHC and Co's C and E at Nha Be (XS 916822); Co B at XS 977853; and Co C/3-39
Inf at XS 84279, '

The 5-60 Inf (M) conducted recon in force operations with Co's
A and C from XS 804868 towards the 3-39 Inf basecamp (XS 845886). At 1300H
vic XS 833877, both companies established contact with an estimated VC com-
pany. The units killed:5 VC in the action which continued for one hour and
sustained 9 US WHA, The disposition of the battalion at nightfall was: HHC
and Co C at XS 810877 and Co a(=) at XS 797865.

The 2-47 Inf (M) became (PCON to the 3d Bde at 1130H and eonduc-
ted recon in force operations vic XS 860880, At 1550H the battalion established
contact with an estimated VC battalion., The action continued until 1830H when
the VC withdrew to the south. The action was supported by helicopter gunships,
TiC Air, arty and organic wespons and resulted in 61 VC body count, 7 AK~47's,

2 RPG-2 launchers and 2 HPD-56 machineguns ceptured. The unit sustained 18
US KHA and 36 US WHi, The battalion established a battalion field lecation
at X5 872886 with all ‘units co-located at this location, —

Troop D/3~5 Cav supported contacts of 5-60 Inf, 3-39 Inf, and
6=31 Inf during the day and killed 7 VC, sank 6 sampans, destroyed 28 structures
and caused 8 secondary explosions.

/_—

Troop B/7-1 Cav supportod the 2-47 Inf and 4-39 Inf contacts
killing 30 W and destroying 1 ea 122mm rocket launcher vic XS 836852,

e, 10 May 1968: The 6=31 Inf conducted footmobile recon in force

operctions during the morning vie XS 860874 with Co's A and C. The operation
had negative results.. it 1440H Co A and €o C conducted airmobile assaults into
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2 12 Xs 813835, reactd e 5-60 Inf (i) contact,. From ths Li, the

units moved west to tjfe woodline then southwest to XS 804827, Both companies
established a block ariented to the ca8t at this location. The block had
negative results, The final disposition of the units at nightfall was: HHC,
Co's B, D, and E at FS/PB Smoke (X3 789769); Co A at X3 794829; and Co C at
IS 81,4822, .

.
~

The 3-39 Inf conducted footmobile recon in force operations with
Co's 4 and B vic XS 841882, At 0930H Co B departed its night location (XS
845885) and began moving to the northwesti &4t 1005H vic XS 841882, the com-
pany begen receiving RPG and automatic weapons fire. The company reacted with
helicopter gunships from Troop B/7-1 Cav, TaC Air and arty. it 1100H Co A de-
parted its night location (ZS 842880) to support the contact and entered into
the engagement at 1255H, 4t 1300H Recon/3-39 Inf also reinforced the contact.
The three units kept the enemy force ¢o¥tained in thelr bunkers and used arty
and airstrikes on the enemy while Troop D/3-5 Cav screened and provided gun-
ship support. The contact continued until 1930H when Co's A4 and B swept into
the erea of contact, . The action resulted in 65 VC body count, 5 US KHA and

27 US WHA. P
\ The 4-39 Inf conducted waterborne (airboats) screening operationms,

waterborne assaults and footmobile recon in force operations inm northern Nha

Be District (vic XS 865885). During the night (00LO0H, 0225H, and 025LH);" -

Co C/3=39 Inf (OPCCN to 4=39 Inf), in an ambush position viec XS 841790, engaged

a total of 7 eampans heading north toward Saigon. The area of ambush was swept

at first light and 8 VO bodies weté found alongwll® enough canned goods and rice

to feed 100 men approximately two deys. Co C/4-39 screened in the eirboats

between XS 865825 and XS 855882, 4t 1230H the company beached at XS 857849.

While searching an airstrike nrea (XS 857849), the company found & total of

18 V0 bodies killed by TAC Alr, arty and small arms., The disposition of units

at nightfall was: HHC and Co's C and E at Nha Bs (XS 916822); Co B at XS 858800;

and Co C/3-39 (CPCON 4~39 Inf) at XS 893802.

The 2-47 -Inf (M) conducted mechanized recon in force operations
with Co's A and.C from XS 873884 to the west with negative results. The batta-
lion established o battalion field location =t XS 810872 with seven platoon=
size ambushes in thst general vicinity.

The 5-60 Inf (M) conducted mechanized recon in force operati;ns\
with Co's A and C, The companies departed their night locations and moved

south to reinforce -an'ARVN outpost which was under attack (XS 813825), At

1120H vic XS 813828, Co i establishad contact with an estimsted VC company

in heavily fortifled bunkers. Co C moved to the east flank and two companies
fron the 6~31 (A and C) wers inserted on the west. All units battered the

VC all day until2000H when the contact was broken, Hellcopter gunships from
Troop D/3-5 Cav, TAC Alr, arty and organic weapons supported the contact, The
action resulted in 4 US KHA, 28 US WHA and 20 VC KIs and 3 VC POW!s, The final
disposition for the battalion was: HHC and Co C at XS 810863; Co A(-) at .
%S 815876; and 1/4/5-60 Inf at XS 820870, _—

Troop B/7-1 Cav supported the 3-39 Inf in its conmtact during the
day. Totals far the action were 5 W KIA.

- Troop D/3-5 Cav supported the 5-60 Inf (M) and 6-31 Inf contact
all through the day, “Totals for the action were 11 VC KIA, 1 VC WIA, 16 sam-
pans destroyed, and 39 structures destroyed.

f. 11 May 1968: The 6-31 Inf conducted airmobile and recon in force
operations with Co's A and 0, at first light the two units began sweeping the
area of yesterday's contact (XS 814820). During the sweep at XS 815823, Co A
discovered 3 VC KIA, 2 RPG-2 launchers, 13 B-40 rockets, 3 AK~47's, 2 AK~47
bandoliers, 10 chicom grenades, 15 lbs of clothing and 1 1b of documents.

The company also destroyed 12 bunkers in the same area., Co C in the same arez
found 3 B~40 rockets, 1 K-50, 1 RPG-2 louncher, 1 SK8 rifle, 1 9mm pistol, 1
AK~47, 1 AK=50, 1 chicom rodio and some web gear. From this erea Co C con-
tinued operations to the south,—wt 1515H vic XS 823797, the company engaged
an estimated VC platoon. The contact was supported by Troop D/3-5 Cav and
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arty and broke at 1600H. The action resulted in 4 US WHA ond the enemy casu

ties are unknown. The disposition of the battalion ot nightfall was: HHC,

Co's 4 and E at FS/PB Smoke (XS 789769); Co B at XS 845878; Co C at XS 808808
/" and Co D at XS 886770. '

The 3-39 Inf conducted recon in force operations with Co's A and
inftially, Co & conducted footmobile operctians from XS 826864 to the northe:
At 1115H vic XS 834875, the company started receiving HPG, automatic weapons,
and amall arms fire from an estimated 50 VC, The company reacted with Troop !
3-5 Cav gunships, arty and T4C idr. Ren/2-47 Inf (M) was positioned to the
north of the contact in a blocking position, At 1200H, the platoon came under
heavy automatic and snall arms fire from the VC force attempting to withdraw
to the north. The two units pounded the enemy from both sides all during the
day until the VC broke contact at 1830H, The units sustained 5 US WHA as a
result of the contact and killed 27 VC, Co B conducted recon in force opera-
tions from XS 843883 to the south., At 0930H vic XS 845879, the company estab-
lished contact with an estimated reinforced VC company. Co B/6-31 Inf was
placed OPCON to the 3-39 Inf and moved from XS 850880 west to the point of
., contact establishing contact and blocking from the east at 1100H. Co B/2-47
. Int (M) was placed OPCON to the 3-39 Inf at 0930H and begon moving south to
; the point of contact at 1000H, it 1100H Co B/2-47 Inf established a block
i oriented north at XS 846880, Lt 1105H the unit begen receiving 84 fire, All
2 of the units involved pourded the enemv with TAC Air and orgenic weapons until
: 2000H when the contact broke. The action resulted in 9 US WHA end 21 VC body
count. The final disposition of the battalion wast HHC at XS 8458843 Co A at
45 8348763 Co B at 43 842882; and Co C at XS 847872. ~
The 4~39 Inf conducted airmobile and recon in force operations
northeast of Nha Be. The operation had ncogative results and the disposition
of the battalion at nightfall wes: HHG, Co's B and E ot Nha Be (XS 916822);
and Co C at XS 83677R.

The 2-47 Inf (M) conducted local patrols from the vicinity of its
night locations with negative results., The disposition of units at nightfall
was: HHC at XS 810872; Co B at XS 780841; and Co C =t XS 854887,

The 5-60 Inf (M) conducted local patrols from its night location
south of Saigon with negative results, The disposition of units at nightfall
was: HHC and Co & at XS 815877; %od Co B at X3 817872, - '

Troop B/'?-“l Cev supported the 3-39 Inf and é-31 Inf contacts

Z ___Troop 9/3-5 Cav also supported both contacts with negative results,

g+ 12 May 1968: The 6~31 Inf conducted nirmobile assaults and foot-
mobile recon in-force operations in southern Binh Chanh District with negative
results, The disposition of units at nightfall was: HHC, Co's 4 and E o
I,:‘a:/ng gxgoke (48 789769); Co B at XS 847876; Co C(-) at X5 845785; & 3 Inf
K175,

The 3-~39 Inf and attached units had sporadic eontact in the area
of the 11 May contact with groups of VC varying in size from a fire team to a
platoon, The groups were spread and appeared to be the remnants of the units
angaged 11 May, The battalion field CP received a total of 23 younds of 75m
recollless rifle fire from an unknown size VC force. There were no casualties
and the counter-mortar fire produced unknown results, &t 0830H vic XS 828874,
Co & found 20° WO KIi, 20 B-40 rounds, 1 RPG-7 launcher, 8 AK-47's, 2 /K-50's,
and some web gear. .t 1050H vic XS 842882, Co B began receiving sniper fire
from e nippapalm area. The company attacked the area, engaging and kKilling 5 VC
and capturing 1 AK~47, The company continued to search in ths ares, 4t 1630H
vic XS 841881, Co B engaged a VC platdon killing 15 VC, it 1440H Co B/2-47
(OPCON to 3-39 Inf) engoged an estimated squad killing 11 VC and capturing -
small amount of smell arms ammo, The contact for all units wes sporadic all
day. The totals for the days action were: 89 VC KIA, 8 AK-A7's, 2 AK-50's,
1 RPG-7 launcher, 300 rds of AK-,7ammo, 150 US 1:50,000 maps of Saigon, 20
B-l0 rds, and 5 RPG-7 rds. The djsposition of the bettalion was: MG, Ren/
3=39 Inf and Ren/2-47 Inf at XS 845884; Co A at XS 841876 to XS 891879; Co B
at X8 846878; and Co C ot XS 843873,
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The 439 Inf conducted airmobile assaults and footmobile recon in
force operations with Co's B and C in western Nha Be District (Xs 857849). At
1300H vic XS 857850, Co B discovered 3 VC killed by arty, 1 B-40 rd, 15 sunken
sampansy < 7's and a small bag of s ammo. The rest of the operation had
negativecfmallts, The disposition of the battalion at mightfall was: HIC,
at Nha Be (XS 916822); Co B at XS 869777.

The 2-47 Inf conducted mechanized recon in fbrce operations vic
XS 857886 with negative results, The disposition of the battalion at mightfall
was: HHC at XS 875886; Co B at XS 843873; Co C at XS 854887; and Ren Plt at

XS 843873,

The 5~60 Inf (M) conducted local patrols with negative results,
The disposition of the battalion at nightfall was: HHC and Co C at XS 877872;
» B at XS 815876 and XS 89686L,

/3-5 Cav ld1lling 1 VC, I

h, 13 May 1968: The 6~31 Inf conducted airmobile assaults and foot-
mokile recon in force operations with Co's 4, C, and D in southern Binh Chanh
District. 4t 1630H vic XS 799838, Co D found ¥ VC KIA and two hand grenade
booby traps, The company destroyed 13 bunkers in the area. At 1640H the com-
pany had 1 US WHA from a booby trap, The battelion 5-3, airborne over
Xs 814774, spottoed 3 VC KIi flosting in the river, ALl other operations had
negative results, The disposition of the battalion at nmightfall was: HHC, Co's
4y C, and E at FS/PB Smoke (XS 789769); Co B OPCON to 3-39 Inf; Co D at
XS 790835,

L Troop D/3-5 Cav and Troop B/7=1 Cav supported 3-3% contacts with /
D

The 3-39 Inf conducted mop-up operations south of Saigon with
Co's & (vic XS 845875), 6 (vic XS 846876), B/6-31 (vic XS 847878), B/3-39 and
B/2-47 (vic XS 842880 ard west). 4ll body counts and equipment captured were
a result of previous actions except for 1 VC KIi by B/6~31 Inf vic XS 849877

at 1345H, and 1 POW captured by B/2-47 vic XS 844882 at 1000H, The totals

for the day wre: Co 4/3-39 - 16 VC KJA, Co B/3-39 - 14 VC K4, B/6-31 - 15

VC KIA, Ren/3-39 - 1 VC KI4, B/2-47 = 1 POW captured., Bquipment captured for

the day was: 13 aK-A7's, 2 AK-50's, 27 B~40 rockets, 3750 7.62 rds, 1 Cal 38

pistol, 1 Cal L5 pistol, 7 chicom grenades, 1 VC flag, ! VC map with merkings,

Co A was moved from south of Saigon to Rach Kien in the afternoon, The dis-

%J(gsitiogzof urits at nightfall wos: HHC, B/3-39, B/6-31 and Ren/3-39 vic
845882, =

The 4~39 Inf conducted airmobile assaults and recon in force
operations northwest of Nha Be with negative results. Two men from Co B were
wounded by a grenade booby trap, The disposition of the battalion at nightfall
was: HHC, Co's B, E, and C/3-39 at Nha Be (XS 916822); Co C/L-39 at XS 847786.

The 2-47 Inf (M) conducted local security patrols from the vic of
their night locations, The disposition of units at nightfall was: HHC and
Ren P1t at XS 3848933 Co B at XS 793803; and Co C at XS 846885, -

The 5-60 Inf (M) conductod mechanized recon in force operations vic
X8 7578 with Co's B and C, it 1330H vic XS 750780, Co B established comtact
with an estimated VC platoon in a heavily bunkered area. Troop D/3-5 Cav, TAC
Mr, arty and organic weapons supported the contact. it 1600H Co B was joined
from the west by Co C/5-60 Inf, The contact continued until 2000H and resulted
in 6 US KHA, 8 US WHA and 30 VC KIA., Troop D/3-5 Cav also killed 15 VC while
supporting the 5-60 Inf. The disposition of the unit at mightfall was: HHC
and Co C at XS 710796; and Co B at XS 7LL7T3.

Troop D/3-5 Cav screened the Bde 40 south of Saigon and supported

the 5-60 Inf contact. '

. i,
i; ‘
R s '

Ayogny

PRl o miaelal




M&ll.—'

12, Results:
/

a. Friendly losscs during the operation were:

(1) Us KHa: 43
(2) Us WHA: 253
b, Enemy losses during the operation were:
(1)  Persomecl:
(a) VC KIi: 876
(b) POW: 9
(2) Equipment Coptured:
&nz;ll Arms a8

Crew-Served Wezapons 2L

HE Ammo 185 rds

PRC-25 Radio 1

Small irms Amno 5300 rds

Wel, Gear 80 1bs (approx)
Clothes 25 1bs (apprax)
Documents 12 1bs (approx)

(3) Eqm.pment Destroyed:

Sampans L
Bun?cers 426
Grenades 23

122mm Rocket Launchers 2
Structures 295

c¢. Tactical air Support: During the operation the 7th USAF sup-
ported the 3d Bde "Go Devils" with 37 preplanned and 52 immediate airstrikes.
Lpproximately 90% of the airstrikes wore followed by sweeps of the target
area by ground troopss -

13, Administrative Matters:

a. No significant problems were encountered in providing logistical
support to Bde units during the operation., The 4-39 Inf and 6~31 Inf were re-
supplied by air and vehicle from their FS/PB's at Nha Be and FS/PB Smoke res-
pectively, The 3-39 Inf, 2-47 Inf (M), and 5-60 Inf (M) werc resupplied by air
and from battalion forward trains locations in Saigon/Long Binh by vehieles.

be. Communications throughout the operation were provided by FM and
RIT, Both RIT and UHF werc provided by the eommunications platoon, HHC, 3d Bde
ard the 9th Signal Bn, The 3d Bde Forward Tactical Operations Center was pro-
vided with "hot" lines to the 9th Division at Bearcat, RVN and CMD in Saigon.

c. Medical support was provided by Co D, 9th Medical Bn located at
Can Dot Airstrip, Tan An, RVN. No problem arcas developed during the operations
and dust offs were conducted in a highly efficient and pgofessi.onal manner,
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d, The continued contact created some minor problems in the main~
tenance of equipment, but commend emphagis on the performance of preventive
maintenance at every available moment remedied the situation,

¢, The problem of refugees was handled primarily by refugee centers
established in Saigon by CMD personnel., 41l refugecs collected were afforded
transportation by the Bde to these centers,

14, Special Equipment and Techniques:

a. & technique used at night was the use of a UHID helicopter and/or
0-1 Birddog~type aircraft with observers aboard with light intensification
devices to conduct visual recomnaissance of the waterways and LOC's south of
Seigon. This denied the enemy the use of the waterweys as LOC's.

b, Finding the enemy located in built-up or heavily-fortified areas
necessitated the frequent use of tactical air support, artillery and helicopter
gunships, In addition to killing the enemy, this allowed time for reorganiza-
tion of units in contact to the most favorable attack position and pimmed the
enemy down long enough- for reinforcements to arrive,

¢. The techrique of house-to-house fighting, first seen in the TET
Offensive, once again had to be used to rout the enemy from positions in built-
up areas.

d, The Boston whaler boats attached to the 4~39 Inf were used on
two occasions to reinforce units in contact. After beaching troops, the boats
were used to screen waterways,

15. Commarder's 'Ana.lysis:

- During the eight-day poriod, the 3d Bde was heavily engaged with
the equivalent of six VC battalions attempting to infiltrate Saigon from the
south, To counter the threat, highly mobile defensive positions camposed of
five (5) battalions were positioned across the southern side of the city, From
company to battalion-size base area elements of the Bde conducted recon in force
operations to the south neutralizing many VC/NV.. forces before they could reach
the defensive positions south of Saigon. Operations of this type were made
possible through extensive use of issault Helieopter Companies (#HC) and river-
ine operations. The battalions were able to rapidly adapt to either mode of
transportation, and quickly switch from one to the other without loss of
momentum or time. Operations were conducted over widely varying terrain rang-
ing from rice paddies to bullt-up areas. To reduce the high casualty rate
normally experienced Wh&n neutralizing an entrenched enemy in house-to-house
fighting, tactical airstrikes were used extensively. The éffectiveness of
the 89 airstrikes delivered in support of Bde operations during the period is
relected in the final o3ty ratio 20.3/1, Because of the heavy vegetation
along the numerous waterways south of Saigon, a major problem facing friendly
forces was locating the enemy both during his attempt to infiltrate and exfil-
trate the city. Two of the most effective means of locating enemy troops was
through the use of air cav troops, and aquabushes (ambushes along waterways).
Aquabushes placed along the various waterways in the 4D provided valuable in-
formation on enemy withdrawal routes and posed a constant threat to enemy
movenent conducted primarily during hours of reduced visibility., Jir cav
troops were most effective during daylight hours when they conducted eserial
recon and, when the situation warranted, recon in force operations with their
organic aert scout platoon. The air cav troops recon large areas of terrain
in short pericds of time which made them ideel for our operations. Actim
conducted during this perlod clearly demonstrated the effectiveness of a
flexible defense ond agressive pursuit of enemy forces. - .-

16, Recommendations:

a. Operations in Binh Ctrath, Nha Be and Capitol Military Districts
should continue until that area is cle?.rad of all VO units that participated in
the 2d Offensive on Saigon. Miture operations should be concentrated on irfil-
tration routes for supplies and equipment into the Saigon arca to prevent
another buildup and attack on the c:.tv.
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b. Wnile a great deal of importance must be placed on the Saigon

- area, large-scale operations must be conducted more frequently in long An and
other provinces. During the long period of time that the bulk of the Brigade
forces were in the Saigon area only limited operations and loeal security-typ
operations could be conductedgin other areas. Lack of brigade operations in
Long An and elsewhere permitted the VC to construct new base arcas and move
additional elements and supplies into outlying provinces.

c. Increased importance must be placed on the security of tridges
along Hwy 4. The highway is a vital link between the capitol city of Saigon
end the delta region and is the main artery for commercial as well as militar)
traffic moving in and out of the Delta., It was clearly demonstrated during ti
2d Offensive on Saigon that the highway and bridges must be trafficable at all
times in order for forces in long /An and other provinces to rezpidly react to
VC activities in the Saigon area.

d. Continued emphasis must be placed on RF/PF outposts in the Saigo
area and upgrading the effectiveness of these vital instellations, US and RN
forces must continue to work in close coordination in order to insure that
RF/PF outposts are provided with all necessary materials and weapons. & systel
to allow quicker reinforcement of RF/PF outposts by US and RWN forces must be
developed in order to protect these positions from numerically superior forces.
it present this is difficult to accomplish due to remote locations of outposts
communications and transportation problems,

e, Continued emphasis mugt be placed on the major VC infiltration
and supply routes that lead through the Plain of Reeds into long An Province
and subsequently into Saigon, Night VR missions as well as SLAR and ~ .
RED H/ZE rd ssions in the Plain of Reeds must be continued in conjunction with
daylight missions,

f. Replacing of obsolete eguipment currently being used by RVN
forces must continue at as rapid a rate as possible, In this regard, the
issue of M~16 rifles to RVN units has not only increased the fire power and
effectiveness of the (RVN soldiers, but has given increased confidence to
their ever-grouwing aggressive attitude.

g+ Olvic actions programs should be given added émphasis and
expanded, Projects should be conducted under the control of GVN and given
all possible support by US, It must become more of a program of the Vietnamese
for the Vietnamese,

FOx THE COMMANDER:
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nine airstrikes and ortillery ~11 during the dry, US casunlties were: 2 KHA,

48 WHA (28 required dust off), The V3 luzsus wore 213 VC body count (4/5-60 -
80, C/5-60 - 35, B/7-1 Cav - 58, irty « i0. «nd nirstrikes = 30). Enemy
equipment coptured included: 19 AK~47's, 5 RPG-2 lsunchers, 1 APD-56 mnchine-
gun, 63 B-40 rockets, 3 B-41 rockets, ~nd an unknown rmount of loose sm~ll
arms ammo, The final disposition of units was: FHC- and Recon/2-47 Inf (CPCON
5-60 eff 071800H) at XS 84,5879, Co A(-) at XS 825872, Co C at XS 835876.

B Troop, 7-1 Cav supported the 5-60 Inf (M) (~) in its contacts
betwsen O700H - 2000H, .

c., 8 My 1968: Tho é6~31 Inf conducted loc~l security patrols around
their night location with negntive results. Tho disposition of the unit at
nightfall wes: HHC, Co's A, D, and E at FS/PB Smoke (XS 789769). Co C con-
ducted three platoon-sized ambushes vic XS /15775, XS 815823 and XS 615755.

The 3-39 Inf conducted recon in force operations with Co A (rein-
forced by Recon/2-47 Inf) and Co B, Co A establishod contact with ~n unkmown
size VC forco nt XS 834875 ~t 1200H, The companv rcceived RPG, AW nnd S! fire
and reacted with gunshins, T/C Mr, artyv and organic weapons. Co A wes rein-
forced by Ren/2-47 Inf at 1245H. The contnct continued at the smme coordinstes
throughout the day treaking ot 2000H, The casualtioes for Co A far the dev
were 3 WHA, A total of: 10 VC were killed by Co A, Co B esteblished contact
with an unkmown size VC farce ~t XS 834878 st 1445H, Co B was supported by
helicopter gunships, T«C /ir, arty =nd orgenic weespons, The contact continued
until 2000H at the same coordinates., Totnl crsualties for Co B were: 4 KHA
and 4 WHA, The VC loeses were 37 lkilled by Co B ~nd 20 idlled br supvorting
gunships. Ren/2-47 Inf sustrined 7 -WHA rnd one track damaged by a RPG-2 round
while supporting Co i, The disposition of the battalion at mightfall was:

HHC and Recon nt XS 84588L4; Co A at XS 839881; Co B st XS 8848823 Ren/2-47 Inf
(OPCON to 3-39 Inf) at XS 845885,
A . '_“"\\

The 4~39 Inf reacted to contnct initiated by D Troop, 3-5 Cav,
it 10LOH, 2/A/5-60 Inf departed its night location and linked up with an ARVM
plt at XS 852783, Both units .established contact with an unknown size VC
force immediately., Co C departed Nan Be in trucks and airbosts to reinforce -
the contact erriving In the arca at 1245H, The units in contact received RPG,
AW and Si fire, -The units were supported by helicopter gunships from D Trp,

3-5 Cav, TAC Ar, narty and organic weapons. The cont~ct continued nt the saome
coordinetes until 1930H whon the VC broke contact and withdrew to the southwest.
Total casualties for US units for the dayv were 12 WHA., The VC losses were

42 VC BC, The disposition of the battalion at nightfall wns: HHC, C4 E and

Co C/3-39 ~t Nna Be (XS 917823); Co B at Cat Lai (XS 958897); Co C ot XS 861800;
and 2/A/5-60 Inf at XS 896873.

“The 5-60"Inf (M) (-) conducted extensive pstrols in the area of
the contact on 7 May -end eround its night location and acted as a RRF foar the
3-39 Inf and 4~39 Inf, The dnylight patrols had negative results and the dis-
position of units at nightfall wng: HHC nnd Co C(-? et XS 80R870; Co A &t
§ss g;gggg; Co B/6-31 Inf (OPCON to 5-60 Inf) at XS 802r66, XS 795865, and

e

————

B Troop/7-1 Cav oonducted screening missions south of Sairon
from 0700H to 1830H. The unit killed 8 W in isolnted cases throughout the
day. D Troop/3-5 Cav supported the 4~39 Inf from O700H to 1930H and killed
25 VC in the aree of contact (XS 852973). The 3d Bde loss#s far the day were:
L KHA and 19 WHA, VC loesses were 112 VC BC, _—

d. 9 May 1968: The 6~31 Inf conducted recon in force operations with
Co's 4 end C, At 0819H FS/PB Smoke (4S5 989769) received 15 rounds of 82mm
mortar fire. - The counter-mortar fires resulted in 1 VC KIA with negative
friendly damoge or cdsualties, The bsttalion conducted recon in force opera-
tions during the day with Co's & nnd C. The units were alrlifted to vic
X3 896874 with Co A inserting first followed by Co C. From the IZ the units
moved to the west with Co 4 in the lead. At 1500H both compenies established
‘contoct with an estimaoted companmy=size force. The units used helicopter gun~
ships, TaC Air, arty ~nd organic weapons to support their contact which con-
tinued until 1900H., Durin® thHe contact, tMe two compenies sustained 15 WHA
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VDE~-BC0 | 20 August 1968

SUBJACT:

THLU:

Couwb.t Uperucvions nfter Action nepoit (maCiv/nCS5/d3/32) (L)
Command Channels

Comsanaer

U, 5. Military assistance Command, Vietnam
ATTH:  J343

AFO 96243

1. Name or Identity ana/or Type of Uperation: ‘'Msw THIG

2, D.tes of Operation: 8 april - 23 June 1968

3. Llocation: long An Provicne, Binh Chanh and Nha- be bistricts, Gia Linh
Province, . { .

4. Control or Command He.d,uirters: Headiuarters, 3d Brigude, 9th Infa.ntry
Division locuted at Tan An (m 5L6649) .

5. heporting Ufficer: Colonel George C. b:asoa, Co:mnding Officer, Bd
Brigaae, 9th Infantry Division.

6. Taask Oigeniz.tion:

Ae

U. 5. Forces:
(1) Maneuver Battalions.

«d Battaiion, 34 Infantry (uutil 7 May)

6th Buttairou, 31st Infantry (eftecidve <7 april)

o>d Battaiic.., 39th Infantry

4th Battation, >9th Infantry

<nd Battalion, 47th Infantry (09 May - <0 may 68)

5th battaiion, é0th Infantry (19 Sxpn.k - 16 Juns) (20 Jxme - 23
June .

3d Squsaron, 11th arworea Cavairy (30 apr - 5 May 68)

(2) rmrigede Coutiol:

HHC, 34 Bd.a, 9th Inf Div

w~l arty (~) 0S

Btry B, 7-8 arty (8 in and 175Mh) G re:mforcing
Btry C 1-84 arty (1554) reiuforcing

Btry B (=), 1-84 arty (15541) reinforcing
>4 Flt, 9th nF Co (SPT)

J4 Flt, Co C, Sth oig Bn (5PT1)

Co U, 709th Heint Bn (Us)

Co C, 15th mnzr Bn (LS)

Co €, 9th hec Bn (SFT)

‘M, 9th ul vet (orr)

3d Flt, 335 ruC (orT)

Sec, 4th an Plt, «a Ca Co (LFT)

aV Fid Tk, =46.h roYuro Co (oFL)

2d Pit, C Dtry, 5-2 arty (uo)

<a Flt, H Btry, «9th arty (DS)

Do) AT 3 Yuwds Ll kVALS
UsCrnodlelal) arTik 12 Yiaks
T 31 147 AN Y
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b. Vietnamese forces operating in close coordinaticn and
cooperation with 3d Brigade units:

L6th Inf Regt (ARVN)

50th Inf Regt (ARVN)

30tH RiG

RF/PF Forces, Long An Province

Nha Be and Binh Chanh District Forces
th Ranger Group

Capitol M:litary District Ferces

7. Supporting Forces:

II Field Forces Aviation Units
7th USAF
1st Log CMD

8. Intelligence:
a. Enemy situation during operation TOAN THANG

(1) Zarly in Operation TOAN THANG, VC/NVA Forces in sub-region
3 concentrated on resupply and recruitment in preparation for their second
offensive in the Saigon area. During this period in early and late April,
enemy forces avoided contact except where their troop base areas and logistical
installations were threatened. Enemy initiated activity early in TOAN THANG
was concentrated on harassing and probing tvpe attacks on RF/PF outposts and
ARVN-allied base areas. Emphasis was placed on the severing of route #4 and
major bridges along route #4 and route #5A, Leading up to the enemy's
initiation of the 2d offensive, concerted effort was placed on the aforemen~
tioned enemy activities in an attempt to cover maneuvering of the attack
forces into the CMD area immediately south of Saigon. There wasevidence
that the enemy, attempting to bolster its elements, began a significant
shifting and dividing in order to remder the rearward supporting elements
mare effective. This was evidenced far example with the G/312th LF Co.
G/312 normally operated as a support company to the MF element emtering
Long An on the northwest commo~liaison route. The 312th was unatile, because
of inherent responsibilities, to comduct coordinated sizable attacks. All
of thelr attacks were strictly harassinz and probing in nature, However,
they initiated this dividing trend breaking from one campany to three
(c1, €2, and C3), This division enabled C/312 to expand its area by same
20 K's, and it rendered them capable of coordinated attacks throughout
the Tan An area, -It also gave them the capability to function throughout
the Thu Thua area and a portion of the Ben Luc area., It was cbvious that
the enemy was increasing impetus on all fronts for maximum support during
the offensi ve, It was during this period that their propaganda, sabotage
and military proselyting efforts were significantly increaseds - -

(2) The 3d Bde, realizing the significance of this increased
impetus, deployed all of its military resources in an attempt to nullify
the enemy's effectiveness. The enemy's sefforts were thus thwarted in their
2d offensive., The enemy's thrust fram the south, with elements of the
2d Ind, Phu loi II, and 506th Bns, was a dismal failure and cost him the
equivalent of three bns, Immediately following this period, the enemy
avoided contact utilizing loc's for movement out of the Saigon area.
Significantly, the enemy failed to make use of his artillery or comence
heavy mortar attacks to recoup his position. All attacks during this
period were cover for MF movement. This was noted particularly with the
frequent attacks on Rach Kien. Contacts established around this time indicated
the presence of enemy units in the post TET base areas. The only threats
during this time were evidenced in the Ben Lus area with the brigades as
a target. The eremy maintained a-}esser but possible threat with positions
of at least two battalions along the southern long An border. The 261
Bn was consistently reported ®n “Fe area vic“¥5 4565, and the 514 Bn and
another has been reported in the general area vic XS 5857.

. (3) The local £ porting the offensive
remained relatively S
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(4) The remainder of TOAN THANG was spent ferretmg out’
what remained of enemy umits in the southern Saigon area,

(5) The enemy concenmtrated at this point on replacements,
resupply and avoiding of contact in preparstion for a possible 3d offensive,

(6) The enemy maintained pressure on the cities and towns
by threats, harassments and attacks by fire in accordance with his policy
of strangling the cities and consolidating his control of the countryside.

(7) Toward the end of lay and early June, priar to the 3d
Bde move south, the enemy was geared heavily toward propaganda goals. The
enemy maintained pressure on the cities and 10C's. Saigon was attacked ona
continuing basis as were the major routes into the city., Within Long An
Province the cities wxre subjected to attacks by fire and ground attacks on
a-limited scale, Significantly, the attacks within .long-in were condusted °
by local forces rather than major umts,  Contiiming réports of resupply
and replacement activity along the Vam Co Dong and Vam Co Tay LOC's pointed
to a hurried building of the enemy major forces,

\ (8) Two bn size replacemst groups crossed route #, from north
to south,

(9) iAgent reports during this period noted an eastward shift
of the enemy's major forces in long An to a more central positlon and a
resupylylng of areas of operation for Major units.

(10) Enemy activit.y increased in all areas for a massive
offensive prior to late dugust. They majntained this attitude at the time
of 3d Brigade's departurez fran Tan An to Dong Tam,

9. Mission: 3d Bde in close coordination and cooperation with 46th
Inf Regt (iRVN), 50th Inf Regt (ARVN), and 5th Ranger Gp (.RWN) conducts
offensive operations to clear assigned AC within the Capital Military
District, Binh Chanh and Nha Be Dlstricts and to destroy VC/NVA forces
operating in Long An Province.

10. Concept: The 3rd Bde in close eoordination with the 46th Inf
Regt ('»RVN), 50th Inf Regt (iRVN), 5 th Rancer Group (4RVN), and Long :n
Sector forces conducted airmotdle assaults, water born assaults, reconnais-
sance in force, cordon and search, night patrolling, and ambush operabitms
w.thir Binh Chanh, and Nha Be Districts and Long fn Province to clean . -
designated AO's of VC/NVA forces and destroy their base areas and LOCYs,
- The brigade employed from three to five battalions as maneuver farces to
accomplish assigned missions. The 3-39 Inf conducted reconnaissance in
- force operations in northern Long in Province and within the ChD to locate
and destroy VG/NVA forces. The 5-60 Inf conducted reconnaissance in force
operations in C!D, Hinh Phuoc, and Binh Chanh Districts to destroy VC/NVA
forces, The Bn also secured the Ben Luc Bridge with one company. The
2-3 Inf conducted reconnaissance in force operations in Binh Chanh District
to provide security for highway 4 and destroy VC/NVA forces operating
within the district., The 4~39 Inf conducted clearing operations in Nha Be
District to locate and destroy VC/NVA farces and continued maintd ning
a campany base at Cat Lai to secure main water I0C's in the area. The 6-31
Inf conducted recomaissance in force operations in Binh Chanh district amd
CMD to locate and destroy VC/NVa forces. The 2-47 Inf conducted reconnaissance
in force operations within the CMD to locate and destroy VC/NVA forces
attempting to enter Saigon,

11, Execution: Early in Operation TOAN THANG, contact with VC/NVA
forces was limited to small-scale operations except where cambat was forced
by friendly forces or enemy weapons/ammunition caches were discoveréd.
During this period the brirzade directed its efforts toward locating and
destroying the VC/NVA forces known to™be infiltrating into Binh Chanh and
Nha Be districts prior to the second Saigon offensive, The second week
of May represented a peak in en®my Operations when the second Saigon
offensive was imitiated and VC/NVA forces attempted to enter the city from
the south., The offensive culminated in deva.statlng defeat for enemy forces
followed vy a period of VC/NVA withdrawal back into the southern portions
of Binh Chanh and Nha 'd units and effect resupply.
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During this time, until Cperation TCad THaiiG was discontinued, 3d Bde
operations were directed toward pursuecing and uestroying VC/iiVa forces
as they attempted to withdraw south., In long an Province, brigade
units secured vital installations, conducted offensive operations against

" known or suspected VC base areas, and reacted to current intelligence
reports.

—

Typical of the action uarking the early stages of Operatinn TOAN \‘:
THANG occurred on 13 »pril 1968 while Co & <~60 Inf was conduéting
airmobile assauits and recon In foirce operations southeast of Tan Tru

(vic XS 703589). st 1530H while sedarching an area known to be used by

VC forces as a staging area, the company camne under fire from small arms
and B~4O rockets by an unknowa size V¢ farce. Co A imnedlately returned
fire using their organic weapons and received gunship support from D 3-5
air Cav, During the irital exchange of fire, Co a sustained 5 WHa.
Contact contiuued throughout the afternocn at varying tempo until 1810H
when the enemy was finally able to break contact and witharaw. &4 search

of the battle area confirmed 8 VC had been killed by Co ~ and 9 killed

by D 3-5 Cav,

Ny

The enemy's logistical buildup prior to the <4 Saigon offansive
enable friendly forces to locate and capture or destroy large quantities
of arms and supplies prepositioned along avenucs of ap.roach and withdrawal,
On 2 lay 1968 at 1530d, one such cache was found by Co B 3-39 Inf while
on a recon in force operation southeast of Ben iuc (%S 634713). The
arms and munitions found included four (4) cases of 50- cal ammmition,
L6 60MM mortar rownds, 50 120bM mortar rounds, 30 KPG-7 rounds, four (4)
cases of AK-47 amwnition, one (1) 75Mk recoilless rifle round, one (1)
iPG-2 launcher, 77 w¥G-2 rounds, 200 :PG-< and 7 propellant charges,

50 120kix mortar fuses, 65 61li. mortar fuses and thre: (3) 107uM rocket
rounds, The most significant aspect of the find was the preseuce of
120M: mortur and 107wk rocket rounds. This marked the first time

he:ivy indirect fire weapons had been found in long ~n Province. Three
days later, at O50400H; Ben Luc came under o couwbined mortar and 107MM
rocket attack, . -

On 6 May 1968 with the beginning of tie 2d Saigon offensive, the
3d Gde was charged with defending the southern side of Saigon and
destroying VC local and main force slements attempting to infiltrate
through Nha Be and Binh Chanh Districts. The devastating effectiveness
of the brigade's operation during the offensive (6 May - 13 May 68)
resulted in the equivalent of 3 VC battaiions being destroyed (See
Inclosure 1, Combut after Action keport from 6 May - 13 Moy 1968).

Following the offensive until <3 June, when the conduet of operation
TOsN THARG was zssumed by the 1st Bde, contact with VC/iVi was extremely
light s the eneny attempt.d to withdraw,

Night activities during Operation T(Gal THaMG were aimed at
interdiction of water LOC's and the destiuction of enery seaupags carrying
supplies and equipment. Most of the 238 sampans destroyed during the
oper.tion were engaged by aquabushes or night reconnaissance aircmaft
flying in support of-the brigade. Operations of this type were highly
successful and forced the enemy to iely on other wore difficult ueans
of transportation in. addition to destroying and/or cepturing a
significaut amount of material.

Operation TOall THANG was successful from several standpoints, The
VC and NVa forces second attempt to enter Saigon from the south was a
dismal failure and resulted in uevastating d.feat for them. Their loss
of men during the 86 day period Operation TO.N THaNG was conducted
‘ totaled 1363 KIl» and 19 FO«'s., The eneamy was also prevented from gaining .
. control of aay significant LOC's or population centers., Qperations
‘18 long an Province were somewhst-limited by the smull number of forces
. available, however, the brigade continued to interdict eneay infiltration
routes and conducted small®sczl® recon in force operations. Employment
of airboats and night river patrols continued to ensure the sccurity of
major waterways in the vic of Cst Lai, One Mechanized platoon was located

at the Ben Luc bridge gaghtly during TUali THANG to auguent ~hVN security
forces. Combined o sbnauese 11th niver assault Group
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were condic ted using the bo.ts both for troop movement and as a screening
/ force along inland waterways. The successfulness of (peration TO.N THaNG
is the result of cuordinetion and team work butwsen air and ground forces
creating a highly effective fighting forcc.
12. hesults:
a., Friendly losses for Operation TOaN THaNG were as follows:
(1) US KHa: 82
(2) US wHa: 439
(3) US MIn: O
b, inemy losses durng Operation TOsN THuG were as follows:
(1) Personuel:
(a) VC/iV.e KIa: 1363
(5‘).'}“*03‘»1: 19

(2) wuipuent Captured:

Small sins 245
Crew-Served ieapons 58
amino, HZ 852 rcs
A0, Sa 143290 1ds
. adce 57 lbs
e rockets {122 rl) 2
y G.enades 437
liadios 3
Gas lMask 17
LV Curxsncy 76700
#K-50 Druns 38
1i~79 hds 46
fiedical Supglies 130 1bs (approx)
Documents 185 ibs (approx)

(3) =quipment Destroyed:

Bunkers 3342
Structures 623
Foxhole s 237
Punji Pits 176
Sanpans =38

+PG-2 Prop Charges 157
++G=7 Prop Charges 140

R Booby Traps 89
: iwadtlocks &9
! Homenade Bombs 58

c, Tactical ~ir Support; During Opcration TOaii THANG, the
"+ Tth Tactical USwF supported the 3d Brigade "Go Devils" with 326
! preplanned and 105 iumediste airstrikes in addition to conducting
, four combat sky spots. approximately 375 of the strikes were followed
2 up with recon in force ‘opurations in the target area by ground troops.

13, administrative Matters

a, Combut: service support of Uperation TCen THANG was timely
and edequate with fow exceptions, ’

b, Transportation of €¥ocps and supilies was primarily conducted .

by air and organic vehicle, Howgyer, becuse of the terrain, boats were
used in increasing mumbers for the saue purpose.
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¢. Thare weys short: perieds of tiue whien, faiiiure 64 pump units
at the Tan & airficld resulted in excessive ground time for aircraft
atbempbing %o ‘pefuel, thus denying the ground cors.ander maximum use of
this extremely valuable asuet,

d, Hhedical support was previded by Coiapany- B, 9t kedical
Battalion losatcd at Tan .n airfield., There were o problem- areas
in the Medicpl Fial d, iracvaticm of wounded personnel by heliegpter
was conducked ir - cv'standizg professional nanper, often wider

extrene canditiox.s.

e. Continuous opeir~aticns over long periods of time created‘
minor waintenance problens witn equipmenti Jrcressed emphasis: placed
on preventive waintenarc. <nd equiplent votation systems: between
base camps and units i the field alleviated th: problem.

14. Special squipesnt wed Techniques

a, To coubat inci..ised VC/NVi movement during hours &f
darkness, UHID heldcopters ar.ifor O-t birddeg type aircraft with
observers aboard using Ligh” intensification devices conducted visual
night reconnaissance ilong Waterways and 1OC'ss

b. To minimize the high easualty rate normally experienced
when engaging an. entrenched caeny in house-to~house fighting, tactical
airstrikes were used to neutralize epemy forces and/or pin the eneuy -down
allowing frierdly forces time to move into more favarable ajtack positions.

¢, a8 in the first Saigom offensive, waterway security was
increaszd through the use of aguabushes and river patrqls on alrboats.

d. The brigade was supported by both D 3-5 Cav and B 7=-1
Cav during operation: 0AN TH.NG. The use of air Cav Troups proved
extrensly effective in naintaining surveillance over the laigs 40
assigned to the 3d Brigade, Many sucesssful operitions were. developed
around sightings nade by the Cav within a dusigneted .0 prior to
insertion of ground forces,

I
*15. Cormandcr's analysis

' During the sarlty portion of Opgrakion TOnN THLNG,. it was.
apparent that VC/HVi. Forces were vebuilding foliowing the eerlier TUT
offensive in préparation for renewed offengive operetions in the Saigon
area, Local and nain force unite avoided ¢ontuct with friendly forces
except when forced to figlit because of friendly initicted uperations.

Once engaged, VC/ilVa Forces attsupted to break contect as sooh as possible
renaining to fight only to protect buse creus or aims caches,

Brigade operutions during this psriod were condutted pr:marily
in northern Long un Province and Binh Chanh and nha Be Districts to
disrupt VC/iV. LOC's and neutralize enemy forces before they could reach
the QMD. Because of the VC/uV. logistical buildup nscessary to support
their forthcaming offensive, brigade forces were very successfal in
capturing large quantities of arus and ammunition found in caches
located along eneuy LOC's,

By early hay, VC/iV. forces had moved the ¢quivalent of six
battalions into Binh .Chunh and vha Be Districts in an atteipt to infiltrate
then into Saigon.during.ihe second offensive. To counter the growing
threat to Saigon, brigade forces moved iuto positions south of the city
in CMD, Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts. From coupany and battalion
basecamps sst-blished along the Linh Doi Canal, brigade forces continued
offensive operations to the south neutralizing vaeny forces bsfore they
could reach Saigon. OSeveral enexy units Lanaged to wove into bullt-up
areas on the south side -of the citrcauaing the brigade to conduct
house-to-house fighting, Close air suprort provided by gunships and
tactical air greatiy.reduced ‘the"ﬁngadea- caddaity rate which would
norually have been wmuch higher in house-to<honse fighting. The

enery's a.tempt to enter Saigon frow the south was a dismal failure
in every respect and by 13 May, VC/WVi forces -were withurawing south
as quickly as possible «ccntact,

as .
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During the remainder of Opsration TCull TH..G, contact with
enemy forces was extrewely light as VC/iVa forces began reorganization
and supply of forces.

16. lLecommendstions:

a2, n~gainst a well-entrenghed c¢nemy, airstrikes are very
effective in neutralizing "hard" targets, however, care should be
taken not to withdraw friendly forces from the turget aiea too soon
prior to the airstrike, and allow the enemy time to withdraw,

b, In the pest encuy fortified positions have been built into
the edge of truc iines to afford occupants maxinum concealment and
visability. iecently, however, VC/WVa Forces have been encountered in
bunkers located well forward of tree lines in an atterpt to aveid airstrikes
and artiilery. When approaching a2 line of trees or nipja palm, careful
study should be made of terrain up to 200 meters forwaid of the trce line
to avoid "walking into" bunkers,

¢. The use of uir C,v in locating vnewy forces prior to
1nsert1ng ground troops will suve several hours of necdless searching
in "dry holes". 4an sxceiient compliient to the reconnaissance capability
of an air Cav Troop is the "People Sniffer" readings obtained from
this instrument can be axploited Ly gunships or by dropping "CS" in
the form of «~158i2 cluster canisters to flush enemy from concealment,

dy Often VC/iVa Forces engage friencly forces just prior to
darkness in the belivf extraction by helicopter will occur before dark.
If airuobile operations for the day .re begun at 0900H or 1000H, this
will allow time to exploit late contacts,
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