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e. Operation TOAN TRANG was implemented by brigade on 
8 April 1968 to complete the destruction of company and battalion size 
VC/NVA forces that remained in the CMD area and to interdict and block 
those enemy supply lines and infiltration routes that led from Long An 
Province to the Saigon area. Recurring missions assigned to brigade units 
continued. The one company of 5-60 In! under bde control was employed as 
Bde RRF nightly (co .-.) with one platoon located on the Ben Luc Bridge to 
reinforce AiWN security elements. In addition the co conducted convoy 
eocort missions on highway ~ 4 and provided daily security for interdistrict 
road clearing teams. The one company from 2-f:J:J Inf under bde control con­
tinued 'ran 'l'ru basec"'.mp security and conducted local operations. The 
3-39 In! continued security of designated basecamps and conducted limited 
combat operations within the bde AD •. The 2~3 Inf continued operations 
in Binh Chanh District from its two FS/PB1s and intensified efforts to des­
troy VC/~~A forces and prevent enemy retraining and recruitment activities. 
The 4-39 Inf remained at Nha Be and continued the security mission at Cat 
Lai with one company while increasing interdiction operations along major 
waterways in the district. Operation TOAN '!HANG marked what appeared to 
be an attempt by the enemy to conduct a general buildup and reorganization 
of the forces that had moved into the C~ID area after the Baieon attacks. 
The brigade reacted to this attempt with every resource available to it, 
including the use of TPS-25 ground surveillance radar and,air cavalry' 
troops in addition to techniques that had proven reliable during previous 
operations. The concentration of enemy forces was -notieeablenot only in 
C£.ID but also in Long An Province particularly in Tan Tru an:!. Ben Luc 
Districts. Brigade units established contact frequently with sizeable 
enem~! forces that displayed the same renewed offensive spirit so prevalent 
throughout the TET Offensive. Early in the operation theBde CP (Fr"d) moved 
to Nha Be to control a series of continuous combined offensive operations 
to locate and destroy VCfi~VA forces and facilities in NhaBe and eastern 
Binh Chanh Districts. The scope of these operations included all of Nha 
Be District and that portion of Binh Chanh District east of the Can Giuoc 
River. Vietnar,lese forces that participated in the operations included the 
1st Marine Task Force, 5th Ranger Group, and Nha Be RF/PF units. In addi­
tion the 46th Regt (AR~~) conducted operations in close coordination and 
cooperation to locate, destroy, and bloek enemy forces in Can Giuoc District 
with emphasis on the Long An - Gia Dinh Province boundary.. The first day!s 
operations, conducted by 2-3 and 4-39 with D/3-5 Cav screening forward of 
g:round. elements, produced no significant results. Operations continued 
on the follOwing day with the 3-39 Inf added to the maneuver forces. The 
4-39 Inf established contact with an unknown size enemy forae which resulted 
in 6 VC. KIA, 6 AK-4? f S oaptured, and 44 bunkers destroyed •. The third dayl s 
operations produced inSignificant results as units completed clearing 
assigned objectives and the bde tactical'CP returned to Tan An the next 
morning. A team from the brigade remained in Nha Be to conduct a survey 
of RF/PF outposts and provide necessary support to accomplish upgrading. 
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The brigade began to experience heavier contacts with the resumption of 
intensified combat operations in Long An Province. On 13 April 1968, 
the 3-39 Inf with C/7-1 Cav supporting established contact with enemy 
forces in the MOuse Ears areu of Tan Tru District (XS 6859) which resulted 
in seventeen VC KIA (BC). The objective area had been selected from 
sightings obtained by radar emplaced at the 2-60 Infls combat base at Tan 
Tru. The 3-39 Inf esta'olished a Bn Field CP in the area and remained over-

,;-night. Operations conducted the following day, using D/3-5 Cav in areas 
where radar sightings were obtained, resulted in the destruction of a 
large bunker complex of over 200 one to two-man bunkers which were recently 
built. Operations based on the use of rad.3r continued in the Nhut Ninh 
(AS 682594) and Thuan l"iy (13 713557) areas through 17 April 1968. The 
evaluation of operations with the TPS-25 radar conducted by tho 3-39 Inf 
and D/3-5 Cav in support indicated that the concept is sound providing 
certain principles are followed regarding the size and location of friendly 
forces and the method. of intercepting enemy forces on the move. 'The op­
timum size unit appears to be a oompany operating from a field base and 
establishing ambush locations alor.g routes identified by the radar. On 
18 April 1968, the rer.:Ja.ining company of 2-f:JJ Inf was placed OPCON to 
1 st Brigade cotlpleting the transfer of the Bn to 1 st Brig.::de control. 
The 4-39 Inf occupied the combat base at Tan Tru. On 19 April 1968, 
5-60 Inf (E)( -) returned to bde control vrlth one company and the scout 
platoon remaining OPCON to 1 st Brigade. 3igni ficant contacts in Long An 
Province continued to be established particularly on combined operations. 
The 2-3 Inf, reacting to contact established by hRVN north of Ben Luc, 
located a large bunker complex with over 500 bunkers, some reinforced with 
steel and concrete, and a partially completed bn size baseoamp on 17 April 

r-1968. On 20 April 1968, D/3-5 Cav, 3-39 Inf, and two RF companies from 
I i-/.ach Kien reacted to an intelligence report in the vicinity of My La 

l' (XS 7566) and e~tauli6hed contact with an enemy force later identified as 
the 315th LF Co. Seventeen enemy were killed by US elements and ' nine VC 

f IQ:Jtls were credited to the RF companies. The Rach Kien District Chief 

I died of wounds received during the aation. The most significant contact 
of Operation TWiN THANG occurred on 22 April 1968 when D/3-5 Cav inserted 

i its. infantry element in nor~hern Tan Tru District •. T?e platoon was im-
I med~ately engaged by an est~ated three VC squads f~r~ng small arms, auto­
I matic weal)ons, and 12~.7 machineguns. 1FT's and fighter aircraft received 
1 heavy A~I fire \'Jhich resulted in one fighter hit but not downed, one heli-

copter forced to land at Tan An fQrfield, and several helicopter crew 
members \ITA. A tactical emergency ~s declared at 1830Hwhen the size of 
the enemy force was placed at a battalion or larger. The 5th Bn, 60th Inf 

, moved to the area of contact by organic APC's and elements of 2-3 Inf and 
\ 4-39 Inf conducted a night airmobile insertion into the area. Under a t ,heavy smoke screen established by artillery, D/3-5 extracted its infantry 

platoon. The squad establishing initial contact sustained one-hundred per 
cent casualties (6 KIA). All um ts employed in the operation established 

C 0 'v ,~ I tJ t3 .. J Ii I-J L 
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/ heavy contact with the enemy and follow-up operations the next day indicated 
the enemy had engaged brigade units from will-constructed 111fI-shaped bunkers. 
On 25 April 1968, D/3-5 Cav again established heavy contact while supporting 
2-3 Inf in Binh Chanh District west of the Can Giuoc River (XS 7779). After 
insertion the infantry platoon W2.S !'",let with heavy AH and Si. fire from a 
bunker complex approximately 300 meters long. The unit was reinforced by 
2-3 Inf and contact was broken resulting in six \VI.'1. and tw::> KIA from D/3-5 
Cav and six 11IA and t we DO;;[ from 2-3 Inf. The 6th Bn, 31 st Inf was placed 
OPCUN to the bde on 27 April 1968 and "las assigned a temporary AO in the 
vicinity of Binh Chanh. The unit will be employed as a RRF in the CHD or 
Long An AO's and will conduct maximu.ra interdiction operations. The Long 
An - Cl1D boundary area continued to produce significant contacts and on 
27 April 1968 the 2-3 Inf engaged a reinforced platoon vic XS 783745 which 
had opened up on them at a distance of 10-15 meters from a bunker complex 
shaped like a waC;on wheel. The uren was sealed off with tv«) companies and 
an armored cav pIt and the contact resulted in fourteen VC KIA, four RPG-2 
launchers, one RPD-56 l-1}, four AK-47's and one US carbine captured. Five 
US KIA and none HIA were sustained by the 2-3 Inf with the majority taken 
in the initial stages of contact. Operation TOA.."'J THANG has underscored the 
enemy's change in tactics most forcibly demonstrat'ed by his selection of ' 
bunker sites forward of tree lines to avoid friendly supporting fires and J 

his reluctance to establish contact with friendlyunits until they have en- ,1/' 
tered his position and can be fired upon from three sides. ,Brigade units 
are rapidly adjusting to these teChniques as the operations continue. 

~ Results to date are indicated below: _____ 

(1) Eneny personnel losses: 

VC KIA (BC) - 116 
POW - 5 

(2) ~nemy equipment losses: 

Small Arms - 28 
Cre' ..... served ~1eapons - 8 
Mines/Booby Traps - 14 
Rice - 3~ tons 
Srunpans - 69 
Bunkers - 1058 
Grenades - 364 
81/82Il1.t1l mortar rounds - 35 
75mm recoilless rifle rounds ~ 0 
60mm mortar rounds - 16 
&nall Arms rounds - 1095 
Medical Supplies - 7 lbs 
Documents - 10 lbs 
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OBSERVATION: The logistical requirements of an ~ored cavalry squadron 
. are unioue in an infantry division, and the type of infantry division found 
in Viet Nam (e.g. 101st Abn Div, 1st and 3d )tar Divs, 1st ACD) does not have 
the necessary equi~ent or demand histories for parts to fully support such 
an organization • 

. ~ ;-
/"'" EVALUATION! Tranefer of tho 3-5 Cay to ICTZ hae resulted in a degradation! 

of the unit's combat capability through a rising deadline rate. Tanks and : 
ar.mored personnel carriers are foreign to the 1st ACD and the 101st ~bn Div, : 
and the Y.~rine divisions have no APC's. Therefore the organiZation of the surt 
port elanents of these units has not been re=t.dily adaptable to higher echelon . 
services on armored cavalry vehicles, and replac~ent parts were practically 
non-e.xist:c.nt upon the 3-; Cavalry'sar.rival. in ICTZ. The conclusion is that, 
while a cavalry sauadron ppssesees great, tactical Jr.obility while in the shadow I 
of its rather extensive logistical umbrella, 8. restriction is ~18ced upon all 
capabilities of the squadron when it moves too far fran its logistical base. 

,,', '. ;" .. ,' ,'. . . ' <"'""--..... 1-
RECOMMENDATION: For such· m~vesin 'the future, ccmmensurate maintenance 

sup~'·ort must accampalV the unit. This means that an appropriate maintenance 
element" c:::mplete with, a reserve of-:;partson the authorized stockage list" 
must be placed indirect support of and move' with the; unit •. 

, .: 

f. (C) Organization: .. .. '. 

DetachriJ.ent of Air Cavalry Troop 

OBSERVATICN: The detachment' of the Air Cavalry. Troop (T.r.oop D) from this 
squadron has resulted in a decrease in the grcund c~pab1litiesofthe 8quadron~ 

.. " " ' . ,.' '. ;'" ;~',.,., :., I 
EVALUA.TION. Due·to the .. tluid end· wide. rgnging nature. ot'cavalry operatio~, 

the role ot the air cavalry troop in. the.armored cavalry. Squadron ClUlDot be sa~­
iefactorily tulfilled by IIdscellaneous,hellcopters temporarlly.:in support ot the 
squadron. The problems : in cQllnlalldaud·"e.ontrol hq.ve . been' ~olvea by the attach-! 
ment of 4. OH-2) 's,butthe' squadron.;haa:;eXperienced:dUficulty in finding the 
enemy~ fixing· him· with1ight,ai~obile';forces, ar.d blocking or.screening 
avenues of egress with aerial fires until the com~at power of the bulk of the 
squadron can be .brought into 'play .:through ground mobility., t Conversely, thie 
ground mobil1ty.i8,al,o vital to the:operations,of the,air,troop"pnrticubrly 
the aero-rifle. platoon. Thiselementi"should net be ,employed outside the capab­
ility of forces: in:the.a.re.9.. to re~c;t ,to he'1VY contact, and the souadron provides 
mere at tha.t capability on· an . hour-to-hour basiS than other type units. The 
conclusion is that·the.8ouadron is the unit most able to utilize the capabilities 
of the air caval1"7 troop while at the same time protecting the troop's vulner-

,abilities. 

InclosuresJ 

, . 
, ,.' ' 

...... 1 - Organizational StructurtF . " :":c. I.~ - ,. 

2 - Roster of Key Personnel- "., .::. " 
• 'I .. '"',',,, .. '1";." .:""'~~l "':"'1:".,·1.,': 

. '';'' 
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SUBJECT: Inclosure 1 (Organiz~tional Structure) to Pltr~ 2. Organizq,tion 
to 3 ... 5 Cavalry Oper~,tional Report - Lessons learned. 

1 - 17 Feb 68 
3-5 CaVR.lry 
Hea.dauarters ~nd Headquarters Troop~(HHT) 
Troop A 
Troop B 
Troop C 
Troop D (Air Cavalry Ttoop) 

18 Feb - 17 }!.Ll\r 68 
3-5 Caval.ry' 
HHT 
Troop A(-) 
Troop B 
Troop C 
Co C, '2d En, 34th Armor(-) 
Section(-) Light Scout Team (LST), 

18 V!al" - 30 Apr 68 :',;', ",~. 
3-5 Cavalry 
Troop B 
TroopC 
Co' 0, 2d Bn, 34th 'Arm~t-):,~<, 
Section(-), LST, Troop·D ' 
HHT 

Or'ganizationa!' structure f;'''.<;, .' 

Inclosure 1 

. . . , 
;; • I~j,., .. I ~ 1!."" ' 

Troop D 
':- '- \ ,t, 

" 
. .:'- ;'. 

: l ' ~ 

," 
'1" .!: 
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(b) In all provinces ofthedivisionVs TAOI, the enemy is capable 
of mounting multi-battalion attacks against targets of his choosingo 
There has been an increase in the total number of VC battalions opera­
ting in the !AOl p and'the identification of two new units in Bien Boa 
Province signifioantly increases' -the capability to oonduot special type 
operations 0 These units are the X-;4 NVA Artillery Battalion and the 4th 
NY! Sapper Battaliono In addition,intelligence indicates the formation 
of a sapper battalion in Sub-Region E-2. The enelQYl s most significant 
vulnerability lies in the faot that to attack the targets which he has 
chosen as objeotives, he must mass his foroes, inoreasing his vulnerabil­
ity to allied firepower~ :Based upon an analYSis of all recent intelli­
genoe~ the' enemy's most prObable course of aotion is a renewal of his of­
fensivep striking fewer, more carefully seleoted and reconnoited targets 
than during his Tet CampaigIlo 

e. (C) Qperationso 

(1) There were a total of twelve major operations either oompleted 
or in process by the 9th In! Div during the period 1 Feb - ;0 Apr 680 
Highlights inoluded counter operations to the VC Tet Offensive and the 
termination of Operations KlTTYBAWK and ENTERPRISE after more than one 
year of continuous combat resulting in tremendous strides in the paoifi­
cation program 0 , Operations dt1ring the ,Period 30 Jan - 10 Feb 68 resulted 
in some ot' the : heaViest combat experienoed 'by the division sinoe its 
arrival in Vietnamo Units were deployed with minimum advanoe warning and 
demonstrated their flexibility to operate in many different areas and 
types of terrain to include enoounters with the enelQY in built-up areas 
in the major cities within the division TAOlo 

(2) At the end of the previous: reporting period', the VC/NVA forces 
had just commenced their Tet attacks with multi-battalion aize forces 
attacking major US/FWMAF/GVN installations and province and distriot 
oapital. within the III and IV Corps Taotioal Zones (CTZ)o During the 
period of 31 Jan - 10 Feb68,the cities of Bien Boa, Saigonp Long Binh~ 
My Tho t Ben Trs, Tan An, Vinh Long, and Xuan Loo were subjeoted to major 
enemy attackso In eaoh oity elements of the 9th In! Div, in coordination 
with GVN forcea, met the VC/NVA attacks head on and drove the enemy out 
of the cities by the 10th of Feb. Elements of all three brigades saw 
aotion in the Mekong Delta where the 9th In! Div is the only sizeable US 
oombat forceo 

(;) Atter 10 Feb enemy tactics included small unit actions and in­
c~eased stand-off mortar attacks on US installations p major cities and 
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,.,.itJ-lageso The va also increased attacks by fire and ground assaults Ou 
,~';":\;Vi,sion fire support/patrol bases (FS/PB). On 25 Feb elements of the 
;:zg.)d· MF Bn launched a heavy mortar and groWld attack against FS/PB Jager 
'.fYio xs 3549) located 3km west of Loll8 Dinh along Highway Q1 4 in Dinh 

Provinoe~ On 9 Mar the VC initiated a heavy mortar attack on FSB 
p 8 floating artillery paae of the Mobile Riverine Faroe (~1) 

·,~oI.!JU was positioned east of My Tho (XS 5740) along the north bank of the 
Rivero This marked the 'first'time that the VO achieved success ir. 

ill8 this type o~FSBe ' 

(4) , From. 10-29 Feb the 9thlpt Div continued to react to the prer,ence 
,",'Qt enemy forces south of Saigon and in the immediate areas around provin­

oial and district capit~ls. 

, (5) Beginning 1 Mar';th~'divi;i~n de~eloped plans for major reconnais­
,ance in force (RlF) operations designed tolocate i destroYi and fragment 

'W main force battalions and their supporting units while continuing to 
p secure and, open major lines of communications - principally 
QL 4 - wi thin the division TAOIo 

"Co" : .. ". ' 
," (a) On 7 Mar~ the 1st and2d Bdes began Operation TRUONG CONG DINE 

in ooordination with 7th Inf·, Div.(ARVN) principally in D:I.nh Tuong Provinoe 
to,drive enemy forces away 'from ~ Tho and to eliminate enemy interdiction 
oJ.' Highway Q1 4 in the provinceso:'on 17 Mar ~the· .1st Bde commenced Opera-

, t.jon DUpNG CUADAN (PEOPLEiS ROAD) to protect and upgrade Highway Q1 4 be­
,',tween Cai Lay. and the junction ,ot·'Highways QL 4 and LTL 6A northwest of My 
!ho and to. oonduot,RIFoperat.ions in coordination with 7th In! Div (ARVN) 

" ~d RF /FF torces on e1 ther Side of Highway Q1 4. The 2d Bde continued 
, ~UONG CONG DINH9 expandir.g operations into Go Cong and Kien Hoa Provinoeso 

,both these successful operatioPSi emphasis, bas been placed on combined 
:~""",",' .. ,...... with ARVN and RF/PF un! tso At the end of the quarterp the 2d 

Vietnamese Marine, Corps (VNMC) joined the 2d Bde in riverine operationsc 

(b) From 11 Mar = 7 AP~ the;d :B1e participated in Operation QUYEl' 
, THANG in Long An and Gia Dinh Provinces south of Saigon in cooperation with 
Capi~al Mil! tary District (CMD) pC 5th' Ranger Gp~ 25thInf Div . (ARVN) and 
prov.l.noialand 'distriot forces" tolooateand destroy VC/NVA forces threat­
.elling Saigon from the south end southwest and to secure major lines of 
communioation o Here again, coordinated operations ~ith Vietnamese forces 
were stressed. I ," . " ' , 

(c) On 8 Apr the 19th In! Div co:nmenced participation in Operation 
TOAN 'rHANG wi th th~ 3d Bde in Long An and Gia Dinh FrovinoespTask Force 
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Foraytn.;andtha Roy~i '~,i: }.rmy~9i~~~~.Be81~~At~ in ,~~,i~ and Nhon 
Traoh Distrl:9tsl)" ~1.en,:Jioa,:P;ro~nc~~>~d;:l'!'~8te/rnX~ ~c J?;lstr1ct ll Long 
Khanh Prov1nceo~ '':IDl~~ :9P,eration~:lare,copdu~~ed ,ilf.,c90rdination with 25th 
and 18th ,In£Divis~oJ;l~.' (~V;R}aruL R,F./~:;t'o;roelh', \The 'wrPOse ot' the 
opentions is.~:to:J~cate\~d)i~s1;rq~,~p.e: VC!rNY-A, ,un:i:.ts m. ~,the ,vicinity ot' 
Saigon/Bien Hoa and,to·keep,them.fragmented g so·they cannot mass for re­
newed attacks on these major, st,rategiO'. population centers.. ,The operation 
had been effeotive,to the end of.,thereporting P4!riodin that the antici­
pated renewed VC/lWA ot'fensive had,not materialized by 30. Apr ,68" 

, • ~ !.. :: .~ ,"- •. ' ~ , r ~", .... , .:: :' ,~ 

(6) Operations ·oommencingp,.Qorit~uing, and ,:terminat~ng :d,~ng the 
. period 1 Feb to 30 Apr ,68 are summarized as followsz :".: ,:' 

" , , • ,. -,.': --. 7 ( { ,< '- '," .' ,(' ,." 

(a> 'Operati~n CORomoo X {Hl ,Jan.68 '-i 13 Feb ,68) .. , ·The purpose of 
thiB operation was to.locatell f1:xaud destroythe,263dHF~Bnp514 LF Bn p 

and Cai Be Distrio:t,r.j'oroe~o "On}1"Jan the'MRF~,oonsist1ng'0!2d Me HqS9 
3-47 Inf ~ and 3-60' In.f 0 :beoame OPCOBto the Senior Advisor IV C'1'Z and 
moved from their pre-Tet pos! tions in western Di.nh 'l'uong Province to the 
vioini ty ot My Tho in response ',to: DiUlti-battalion va 'attackaon that pro­
vincialcapital,cityo' "On ;1;.Feb,:.~he,·;.two\:US:,;battalions~ sttacked north into 
the city from' the·M,yTho 'ri-:vero'.' ·They- engaged' in' battle' with the 261 $I 

26311 and 265 va, bat,talions which had Q.ccupied the cityc:, ,TheMRF and 
elements of the, 7th Inf !Div ,·(ARVN~·~o.ontinued "the 'battle on 2 Feb and by 
mid=d.ay had driven:most, ,ot: .:theVC,f'rom' the .. ci tyo "The MRF accounted t'or 
116 VC ill .(~) while 7th In! Div CaRYN) reported 408 VC Kilo On 4 Feb 
the MRF moved to the vicinity of Vinh Long~ provincial capital cityp 
where during the period 5 - 8 Feb they engaged the 306th p 308th MF Bns 
and D587 LF En which were attempting to seize the cit Yo Results of this 
ba t tle of Vinh Long were 1,38 VC ~'p ~ POW v.r~El 5 US XB.A and 92 WHA 
(18 of which were USN) 0 On 11 Febthe2dBde'reiurned to'thevicinity of 
Dong Tam and conducted operations in the vioini ty ot Cid Lay on Highway 
QL 40 Elements of 2-39 In! and 5-60 Inf (M) became OPOON to the 2d Bde 
tor this two day operationo aesul t8 ·for 11 - 12 Feb were 2-39th and 
5...fiOth 51 va KIA and 2d Me 33 va KIA: 'Thia op'era'tion "tei'l:ll.iriit'ed on 13 
Feb 68 0 (See lnolo~ 13p2d Me ORLL and Inclosure 21 ~ Combat OJ;>era-
tiona After .lotion Reportp CORONADO X~) , 

(b) Operation CORONAOO XI (13 Feb - 6 Mar 66)0 This operation was 
initiated in coordination and cooperation with the 9th In! and 21st In! 
Divisions (ARVN) to locate and destroy the 3030 3060 and 309 JefF Bns and 
Tay n> Ens I and 1111 in the vicinity or-can Tho~ Phong Dillh ProvinoeSl to 
relieve the pressure on the city which holds the headquarters ot IV CTZ. 
The MRF remained OPOON to the Senior Advisor IV CTZ. On 14 Feb the MRF 
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Bnsp 3-47 Inf and ;-60 Infp made beach landings and conducted sweeps north 
along the Kinh Truong Tien Canal, south of Can Thoo ARVN elements of the 
9th and 21st Divisions conducted operations north of the city sweeping to 
the soutbwesto A/3-47 Inf found a. sizable amOlO cache in the morning 
including~ in pArt~ 460 B-40 rounds p 200 pounds of explosives, 89 120mm 
mortar rounds g plus 500 pounds of medical supplieso Sporadic contact 
was established and continued in varyi~ degrees of intensity through 
20 Febo Results for this period were MRF: 14USlOL\ and 7; Vi'HA (avac). 
VC: 82 KIAo' On 22 Feb, in response to newiritelIigence~ the MR.F' and GVN 
forces initiateq B riverine/airmobile attack in'Pho~ Hiep District, 
Phong Dinh Province: and'ThuaniHoa -District ,'<Ba 'cXriyen ProVince to locate 
the VC III MF Headquarterso This riverine movement appeared to have 
caught the VC by nurprise when Band C/3-47 Inf beached along the Kinh 
Lai Hien Canel, ,vicini ty W?.J,[~.:l~·:}T~e.en,e.my were;in bunkers alo~ the 
canal g but the fighting'ports were oriented towards the open rice paddys 
and away from the canal in anticipation of airmobile attackso The VC 
became confused and ran'into'tne open fields away from' the MRF forces 

. where they 'Were essy' ,prey, to artillery p gUnships, And infantry fires. 
The VC lost 60 KIA in this engagement against negative US casualties. 
This operation in PhongDinh and Ba,Xuyen Provinces marks the d~epest 
penetration of US Forces into the Mekong Del tEl to dateo On 24 Feb the .mF conducted a 'Waterborne cordon~ se~rch and clear operation on the island 
of Cu Lao May (vic XS0109) Hoa :.Binh,District p Vinh,Binh Province which 
netted over 450 detal.nees., During~ the operation p , the }-41 Inf and ,-60 
Inf conduc'tE':d MEnCAr and D,Eb"l'CAP operations.,a~,the detainee collection 
points. There, was no enemy, contact j..n,this .. one~ oper.ationo On 25 
Feb the MID' returned to thevicinHY;of.Can Tho 'in ,'expectation of renewed 
VC attp.cke. by the:30.,~ 306~ and 309MF Bnail ';00:-26· Feb~ .. ~lements of 
}-47 Inf and 3-60 lnf' bect!me, heBvily engaged approximately seven km north­
west of Can'Tho o . B/:;~60Inf'AirfTIobi1ed. into: a' hot. L29':':' with significant 
damage to helicopter& and IT .. El.r.;]~. wC";;:.\:H; e CU-,,,,' ,,It:::..?nts of the MRF moved 
to support B' Company." The' contact. 'Wi th, the VC· in: entrenched posi tiona 
lasted throu~hout the,day;':un·H~rabout--22bQ.~·hours-.. ' .,A sweep of the batt.lE'! 
area revealed 22 VC;KIA: .. ·tiS.lo::iI~e·s ,were 14 l<B.A and 51 WHAo During the 
night the VC continued hara~sihg: the MRF Bna with probing attacks and 
sniper fire • .:Qn,27 Feb the'areawas·swept-agair':'With an additional 40 VC 
KIA discovered from the' previous day' s contact. B, C, and E/3-60 In! 

ammo· caches including,.cre'Wserved (C/S) w~aponap 16 small arms 
, .. over~ 159000 rounds: ofSk 'amino~ 161 RR-Tounds p 193 artillery/mortar 

""ill"",,~LClII' plusotherc items. Resulteof the two day operation were: 85 VC 
• 22·US KHA, and 83 us w'HA'o ,·On 1 Nar the ,MR,F and three ARVN Ranger 
talione'conducted RIF.loperatlo·n's· appro:ximateJ.i five km sou'_hwest of 

. Can Tho along the Rau'Ram and CaiSoncanals. Heavy contact developed 
, , :. ' .. ' 

, , . 
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in the afternoon and continued int-~'the.ni~tp and:';~atte;ed';co~tact occured 
: the following dayo As a ~,sult of ~t~~ ejlgagemen:t, ,the ene~, suffered 63 
i KIA while the .Mal? sut:>taineQ.; 6 .. KHA ,and,:J1 ''WliA. The operation, terminated or. 
6 Mar 68. (See Inclosure1), 2d Bde OaLLand·. Inclosure 22, Combat Operations 

,After Action Report on CORONA,DO XIo}~ ,. "", ( .,," , 

(c) Operlltion TRUONG CONG DINH (7 Mar- to date): On· 7· Mar the 
9th Inf Div initiated Operation TRUONG CONG DINE in coordination and 
cooperation with 7th In! Div (ARVN) and elements of the 1st and2d Bdes, 
9th In! Div9 and TF,117" ,The purpose ,of tIds operation was to . locate, 
fix and destroy enemy::;{o:r::c~a' located, in D1nh 'l\1ollg-'Province and to re­
lieve enemypr.essureon Highway QL4andthe city ,of My '!'ho.. In the 
initial stage of the operation, elements of the 1st Bdet 2-39 In! and 
2-60 In!9 conducted airmebile:.assaults-intoan: uea near the village of 
Binh Phouc p 14 km. northeast of ,My Thp,·,·and then .conduoted·,reconnaissance 
in ferce operations north and nertheastin zone., TheS-60 In!' (M) con­
duoted diversienary reoennaissancein force operations westaleng Highway 
QL 4 and then returned to resume roadseourity .fer .:the complete-,l~ngth 
ef QL 4 within the AO o 2d Ede elements, 4'l"'47 Inf,and 3-60 Ini'lconducted 
airmebile and beach landings 12 km and nine km east· of' M3' !howhile the 
7th In! Div CARYN) operated in the area generally-northefMy'The and 
east of Highway QL 4 with three infantry"batta11.ons, a ranger battalien p 

a cavalry si{uadron, and several regienal-:ferce cempani:eso ; During· ,this 
phase only lightcentact was :established with the'enemy;'however~ action 
vas characterized by many sightings and destructien ef enemy bunker com­
plexeso MRF ferces commenced airmobile assaults six km nertheast of Hy 
Thea At 1845 hours en 7 Mar, B/4-47 Inf landed in an LZ and was engaged 
with heavy SA and AW fire frem bunker positiens aleng the rice paddy dikes 
seutt ef the LZ. The heavy f~re resulted in' five downed helicopterso 
Fighting centinued un~:tlJ?4qO·heurs¥he..n, ~he'.vC broke contacto At 0,00 
hours 9 Mar FSB HALLORAN, locsted 10 km southeast of My The along the north­
ern bank ef the CUa Tieu River, received heavy mort~r and RPG fire fer 
approximF.tely three quarters of an hour" Two. light fire teams (LFT) 
supperted the actien. Results of' the· enemy attack· were t\.le artillery 
barges destroyed, four M-102hewitzers destroyed, one US !.illed and six 
US wounded 'With unknewn enemy. lesses.. The 7 - 9 Mar engel,'aments resulted 
in 15 US KEA and 100 't.'HA while the enemy sustained 53KIA p - 9 detainees ond 
9 SA v St 2 AWV St and many ether items of e(iuiprr.ent captured. Numerous 
bunker cemplexes were 111se destroyed) . On 10 l>lar tbe t:'~ea ef operati on 
shifted to. the seuthern area ef central Dinh Tuo~~ }revi~ce in Long Dinh 
and Cai Lay Districts to. locate and' destroy YC elements and to relieve 
enemy pressure aleng Highway QL 40 Elements ef the 1 st and 2:'1d Bdes 
eperated in this general vicinity from 10 - 16 Nar with exteTl~i'r~ day ana 
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patrolling along Highway QL 4 as well as reconnaissance in force and 
'1;'''t~ .. ., operations into suspected VC locations; Also, extensive upgrading 

QL 4 by engineer work parties. was initiated. Moderate to heaVY 
~ot was establiShed during this'period e and many bunkers were destroyed 
items ot equipment capturedo On 162400 Mar 68 the 1st Bde terminated 

on in this operation and commenced operation DUONGCUA DAN 
is ROAD) 0 Elements of the 2d Bde continued operation TRUONG CONG 

in the Cai Lay, Rach Ba Rai, Cai Be Dietricts e and central Dinh 
ProVince 0 On 17 Mar, 5 km northeast of Cai Lay, Task Force Saber­

. C/;-17 Air Cay Squadron; D/;-5 Cay SquadrOD; and E/3-47 Inf) 
daerial reconnaissance and eagle flights into AO Hatchet north 

'!i;ighw&y QL 40 At 1530 hours elements of Comp~ E came Wlder heavy SA, 
and .50 oaliber )1G fire. Light fire teams(LFr) and artillery supporte 
i the VC broke' oontaot.at·192·O-'h6urs~ ·Results.;.of. this engagement 

22 enemy KIA While f:r1endly forces sustained 2 KHA. On 4 Apr 68 
2nd l3de commenced RIF operations in Truc Giang and Giong Thom Districts, 
'Hoa Province 0 , An:'assault'· craft'~ transporting. 3-~47. Inf~received B-40 

~. .. SO Cal MG. 'Slld AVI. firefxom. the: sO'\ltn bank of the Song Ba Lai as 
s proceeded toward pre-selected landing beaches. Infantrymen of 

, 3-47 In! as saul ted the river bank under cove·ring fire of. naval assault 
.. • Theenemyp. reluotant: to yield to. thein£ant:t:y attack, stubbornly 

their position .. " The ·;-47·lnf, sutfered, moderate, casual ti es during 
fierce battle~ 17 KHAand 67WHA; wounded were rescued by navy assault 

while the remainder. of the company rsmained under heavy fire. The 
Inf, aeveraltimes during the afternoon" came,under.heavyf1re as 
advanoedtoward the enemy positionso Contact broke prior to darkness. 
Air Cavp flying aerial recon~.had numerous contacts p accounting for 
Kilo .:On 5 Apr the operation continued with the 3-47 In! sweeping 

battle area with no contact; ihowever p 24 VC graves with flags were 
. ~. Throughout 6 and ·7' Apr' sporadic contacts were made with the 
. es elements of the 2d'Bdecontinued sweeping the area.. Results of 

'four day operation: ~\;9 USKHA;· ·166 WA:with enemy losses at 85 KIA 
... assorted equipment .c·aptured~;··'DU:rlng operatiODS on 12 April elements 
the 2d Bd~ fouild and caused destructibn';'oi"'366-'enemybunkerso On 15 
68 the M'obile'Riverine·Base (MRE) received'57mm and. 75m.m fire" The 

~1T~ig"~p'! ,,',. IVA' h·reoeived::three;hits;~and· theT6tn'Gr~ell received· eight, both 
. minor: dain~J: A~speciallyconfi6tured:L(}i-6· ·tankerwas"lso hit f 

on fire, and eventually sa:nk~ The" s1lspected;'areaof hostile fire was 
8es~C!' leCl with negative results .. ,' Another operation conducted by the 3-47 

4-47' In! -on·17,Apr netted··the;,ba·ttal1ons 78 enemy killedo On 20 Aprp 
. 2d Bn VNMC; joined in: Operation TRUONG!·CONG-·'DINB·in coordination and 

ooCl.ne·] C"ation'With 2d'l3de,,' The 2dBn'·VNMC, although shore based p conducted 
riverine operation~ aa a t~rd battalion with the MRF.. On 23 Apr the ~~ 
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dealt the enemy severe losses in personnel and equipmento l<lany 
,1'''~Yl~c action projects were ccmpl .... ted~ (iI1ldthe revoluticnary development 

,·'III~Og.J(:all1 'Was raised to a high level. (See IncloSur,e 14, 3d Ede ORLL, and 
24, Combat Operations After Action Report, ENTERPRIS~ 

(h) Operation 'J,UYtT THAN (11 Mar 68 - 7 Apr 68): This operRtion WBS 

f·~'llDn~1Ucted· in close coordination and cooperation 'fi th the. Capi t~ 1 Hili tary 
~llirJ.ct (00), 5th Ranger Group p . 25th InfDiv,(~VN)p ~ ,province and 

chiefs.. The pu.rposeof the operation was to conduct consolidation 
'to'destrOY the enemy, his infrastructure, installationsp supply 

LOCs. andoonductpacification and revolutionary development through-
,tonBAn' prOVin.ce·Md· speCified'areas '~rG1a.·Diiih ProVince. Task 

zation for the conduct of this operation oonsisted of the 3d Me 
''''~9 In!, 4-~9 Infi J./2-60+nf p C/5-60·Inf, (M), and 2-3 Inf (199 LD) 

to ;d Edeo In the io1 tial'st.ge of:the'.,operation, elements of the 
. In! conducted aimobile::'assaiiits and reconnaissance in force operations 

,. ........ ,.. .the. AOo Elements of. 4-39, ,Ini', and 2""!~.Inf continued extenei va day and 
oper$tions along the many canals in Binh Chanb and Nha:Be Districts 

Gia'Dinh Provinoe to deny the enemy use of the waterways as infiltration 
tea in. and out of the Saigon .area.. There .... ere 110 significant contacts 
. the ene~; however9 'by cond~c~~ng extensive airmobile assaults and 

..... nn.T",nbile patrols and ambushes, .small enemy e.le.lAents.were engaged with 
resultso . ;In' a periodot. only t'!'lo,.~.~eksitlle enemy sustained 

120 killed p and a large amount of equipment .... ae capturedo On 7 Apr 
,2-3 Infoonducte.d watex'borne and airmobile.assai.U ts_and RIF opere-tiona 

,.;..t .... +.· ..... "'u'i .46 enemy .b.unkerso The.operati,onwss ,s.uppesefulin. p.reventing 
enemY·from moving.personnel, equipment and supplies nea~,the Saigcn 

Addlt;i.onallythe operations conducte.d kept the enemy off balance 
prevented him from gTouping his forces ·fora.coordinated attack 

. 'the. capi tal.ci tYnJ.rom~the,soutl'lo.On .8 Apr Operation QUYEl' TfiANG 
. -.rm.inatedo (See Inclosure 14 p' 3d Brigade ORLL, 'and Inclosure 25, Combat 

llptX'$Uons After Action ReportiQ.UYEl' ,TBANGo ) 

'(1~~' .. ·""·· . ; ...... /.(·i.; "'-oj " .' ' 

.~a (i) Operation RILEY (3'Jul. 67.·"'!', .7. Apr .. ~6e):, ; ,Operation RILEY, continued 
the last reporting periodoThe purpose, of .. this operf\tion was to 

internal defense and revolutionary development activity in 
;'1"ilIUIlPOl~~ oi, l3ien R08>?rovince ~ Major objectives were to provide securi ty 

Camp Martin Cox (:Bearcat) . base .camp9 provide ready reaction forces 
.!~ ... , ... ,." ...... 1PF outposts. and·. conduct strike operations against VC main forces 

ihe ' AD.o . Operation RILEY was con trolled by. the 1 st Bde during the 
. :-P.a.;f,.od 1 Feb through 10"Feb, .at which time the .1st Bde HQ moved to Dong 

.lJ!am. The RILEY mission 'Was .then assumeq. by TF.Forsytho On ~1 Jan in 
"response to the VC Tet Offensive 9 elements of the 2-47 Inf (M) and 4-39 
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Inf moved to Long :Binh post for perimeter, security 0 At '1005110/4-;9 Inf 
conducted a motor march to a location;,east: of Highway QL-15 'and: DT\""..-n""." 

five km north of Long Binh perimeter where l the company es,tabl1shed a 
blocking positiono At 09;OH A/2-47,Inf-(M) and'the,402''mortarseotion 

'moved to Hoi Nai Village two km north'of, Long,Binh~, andworldng closely 
with one company 2-3 Infp they made contaot with an estimated VC battaliono 

; These two oompanies, received 'small arms ,automatio weapons ,and BPG fire 
, and returned fire with organic weapons 'While LFrs and artillery supported. 
Heavy contact continued throughout the day until the VC'broke contact 
at 1800H withdrawing to -the nQrth. At-:070QH,C/2-47In! ,eM), moved to 
vicini ty of !II Corps ,HQ' andi'establishl!d'cont'act-and received ,BPG fire. 
Fire was returned with small arms, automatic weapons, 'andLlWo ' 'At 1100H 
B/4-39 Inf conducted anairrnobile assault in 'an LZ 'riear'Widow's Village 
(located northwest of II FFORCEV HQ) and 'became ,OPCON to '2-47 Inf (M) 0 

The Scout Plat 2-47:lJit' '(M):beoame OPCON"to B/4-;9 In!, and' jointlY9 they 
made oontaot with an estimated VC battalion ,in ,the village. Conduoting 
a joint mech/infantrY house to house sweep~ ,they'malntainedhe'avy contact 
until 1700H at which ,time 'the dug~inYC -withdrew 0 During these multiple 
oontaots the enemy suetained a severe loss in personnel and equipment. 
Final results of this engagement were:,US 10sses~4 KHAp ;23 'WHA:; Enemy 
10sses-21; KIA, ;2 FW,25 ru, 10UlGp,19:AK :47 ,)4 caroines~-and ; 
050 cal MG captured. Operations contibued the next day in the '+.ong Binh 
area and additional items of equipment were captured whioh1n61uded 8 
.AK 47 p ; LMGp 9 9mm pistols, 9 rifles, 1 82rrim mortars and 1 0500al MG 
mounted on wheelso On 10 Feb elements of 1st Bde were released from the 

· RILEY mission and moved to the Dong Tam area for future operations., TF 
· Forsyth continued the RILEY mission with 2-47 Inf (M) 0 LUring the 
• remainder of this reporting period i 2-47 Inf(M) oonducted extensive local 
· day and night patrolling,prqv1de(tse9ur:i.ty- for 46th and 15th·Engr work 
, partiesp oonduoted r.oacl..rWUle~'patrol's)JiQ..:·'Qtablished ambush patrolso 

On 4 Apr TF 12;p consisting of three companies of the RTAVR. oonduoted 
airmobile assaults and reoonnaissance in coordination with 18th In! Div 
(ARVN) and 1-11 ACRo No contacts with the enemy were made during the 
operation. <.On ,7:Apr_Operat;on.RILE'Y,_t.e.rminated." Operati~n_R!LEY. accounted 
for 472 VC KIAp 41 POW and 2 Hoi Chanh g 72 cis weapons and 152 SAo 
US losses were 64KHA and 315WA (226 evac)o (See Inclosure 12, 1st Bde 
ORLL and Inclosure 20,f Combat Operations. Af-;er Action Report, RILE'L) 

(j) OperationNARASUAN (20 Oot 6'1 - 7 Apr 68): Operation NARASU.lN 
was continued from the last reporting period by the RTAVRo The purpose 
of this operation was to conduct combat operations, PSYOP and revolution­
ary d~velopmentsupport in the Nhon Trach District to reduoe VC/NV! 
influence and to enhance the long range pacification effort in Bien Hoa 
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. ~eo Du.ring this reporting period theRTAVR" supported the RVN Revo~ 
; ju'tionary Development (RD) Program thrOugh civic action projects and mil-
, ,1tary operations that contributed to village and bamletsecurity .. Numerous 
. local combat and ambush patrols~:waterbo,rne patrolsp and reconnainance in 
toroe operation8 in the Nhon Traoh Diatriotpin addition to the roadrunner 
and olearing operations along Highway Q1 15 in Long Thanh Distrioto con­
t;Lbuted significantly to the overall pacifioation efforto The RTAVR oon-
4Ucted these operat'ions in coordination and cooperati()n with elements of 

, ~ 18th In! .Div (ARYN). Throu8h9t1~, most of this, period p enemy contact 
.~.s limited to 1n.frequent squad/pl.~oon size ~nco\Ulterso On occasion the 

'. ~v.a made Qfmtao,t. ;wj.t:Q. "cpm.PRIlY .. ~i~~. ,ene~ 1:'o.rc~.~ g,but. the VC elected to 
~thdraw immediately or not become heavily engaged" Waterborne operations 
,Ui1ng airboats along small canals blocked the most probable southern va 
. too' trom west of Bearcat intoThu n.w District and successfully reduced 
the amount of supplies ~d.,~.qt.gpj~J:i(~o~. t~~~' th~ . area. Operation 
~SUAB terminated on 7 Apr ~8o VC losses during the opexa~ion were 158 

'1JIj,5 POW'i 30.C/S:weapQllS. and 106 SAQFr~endly 108ses were:-, RTAVR: 28 
, "'Wand 99 'WBA (75 evac) ~ us losses; 9 WHA (evac) Q 

'. : . 

!," (k) Operation.DUONG ClIA j)A~ (PEOPLEQ,S ROAD)" (17Ma%' 68 to date): On 
j1 Mar 68 the 9th In! Div ini tiatedOpe:ration DUONGCUA DAN in cooperation 
and coordination with the .7th In! Div ,(ARVN)0 ... Tn.. mission is to conduct 
tperationa in,D.i.nh Tuong P:-ovince to prev"n~ VO interdiction of Highway Q.L 
4p to ,provid, .secur! ty to.llied Jrllltary AAdciviliantraffic p and to up­
grade. thearprtace, and. make ,repairs from Cal Lay to the junction of High"!' 
VayaQ1 4.&Xld .LTL'~Ao The operation emphaaizea coordination with all lev­
,Is ot Vietnamese miiitary and, civil governmental organizations within the 

, A~. Present plarunllg calls rorthe local w/FF elements to aBsume the 
. 'highway 8eourtty mis,sion on, or ,about 1 Jul 68. To date the operation has 
. been aig!1ificant in. the in~re~B~.d participation by RF /FF uni ts in inte-

grated ambush patrols and thecommitment.,of company sized units to day-
118ht operations 0, ,Maximum utilization hasbee!lmade ot surveillance de­
vices suohas' starlight 8Oopesp.,seismic intrusion. devicesp radar~ search­
ligbts Q infrared equipment\) '.$cQut .. dogs p tl,'acker,d,ogteams~and night 

. obs,rvation devioeso Extensivesveepicg. ,operations were employed by those 
toroes not conduoting"night aotivitieso Elements of the 15th Engr and 86th 
Engr Ens made extensive repairs and upgraded the highway in coordination 
With ARVN engineers p .s well a8~ performing daily mine clearing operations 
and brid.8erepairso 'On 2,iPr 68,C/2-;9 In! inserted in Tic XS 310522 and 
oonduct.drecon in force operations ,to the easto . linQs from the 128th AHC 
spotted aVO force in the open,:at 1207H in the ',vicinity of XS 318519 and 
engaged, thelia' C Company .followed up ,With an assaultp'and at 141BH A/2-39 
In! inserted to reinforce ,vic :XS 33052,0 Results were 12 VC KIA (Be) and 

Page 31' . 

" ," 

Amp ,u!a <16 
',...',! < " ,.-. : ,t. *. " ... " 

1 -", ~ ,. 

Ei~b' #:·;.@C+t:litD:$i,~< . 



AVDE-NR .. ;, ,. "'; . '. " ,i ;'" 012 May 68 
SUBJEtT:: Operational. :Repo,rt .of ·9th. Infi,lltry·:Pivision for .J:eriod· Ending 

30April,.1968~ .RCS 'CSFOR-65 ~(Rl)'·fu) ,.... . .~~'.~~' ,. , 
~'" ~'; . .~I. !, ',: ~ ~ -": , ,~ . 

94 detainees. On 8-·Apr 68. pt2-6O Inf·;.locat,ed·a largew •• po,aa·.oache. At 
0955H 'B/2-60 Int vi-c' XS. 365545; 1'ound":'a ~US ,carbine p' 34 crateX'ing charges, 
and one case o1'blaating capso At 1000lL Cj2-60IDt, found;l .120m mortar 
with bipod and no baseplate, 60 57111111·RR round8·p~,40.RPG rounds p'.50 gre­
nadesp 14'7062 SA rounds"'~8211U11:mortar,roundp' 600."pounds o1'M, 50 
baJl8elore ·torpedoes~ 28 fuse deVicesp ;and ·l2··mines ... At 173DH vio XS 
320433 C/2-39In1' found 1038 call1istolp 7 57II1II RR roundl p and 24 pounds 
01' C4 explosives.. On 11 Apr 68A/2"'!'39 Int .t 0815H Vic XS 310510 policed 
up 20 detainees trom:a large· group 01' people.. By 093OH· A, B, and E/2-39 
In! had detained lome 90 detainees in the .. me general areao At 1417H Co 
1,./2-39 In! was airlifted in response t'o: a call for assistance from a Clm 
company Vic XS 1965570 The CIr:Gunit . had . been 'ambushed, resulting in one 
KRA and two WA. C/2-39 In! assaulted into an LZ vic XS 200546 at 1420H 
in support 01' the CIDG. Companies 'B and C reinf.'orced later in the day 
around 1600H atter 1./2-39 Inf received AWfire in the vicinity ot XS 
200546. Sweeping through the area with the CI.OO unit on the right flaDk, 
the units came· under . heavy SAp AW ,and :82uim mortar .tireo Company B engaged 
18 to 20 VC in khaki .shirts and trousersand:scme dressed iri ,short black 
or grey trouserap none wearing hatso' The 2-39th In! repor.ted19 vc ru 
(lC), and BUpportinggunships ·had .6VC:oA ... On:29 Apr ,681> 'J. and B/2-60 
In! established heavy contact·W1th·'an estim.atedVC·.Bn vicXS'233573o 
Artillery, TAC Air p LF.r·s~ Spooky\) .and·a CS drop were employed in support. 
Results of the action vere 6 US KHA and 6, us WHA{evac) .. :: VC losses were 
4 KIA (lC)" Contact. vas broken at. 2345110.' The folloving day 1./2-39 In! 
and 'B/2-39 In! conducted recon in force operations in the vicinity of the 
previous dayQiJ ccntacta by ,2-60 In! 0 At nOOH C Company discovered a 
veaponso cache Vic XS 265568 containing 23 AK-47'sl> 1 60II1II mortarp 36 
empty AK-47 III&gaz1nes,90 60II1II1 mortarrounds p 3 five pound cans of grease, 
6 25 pound CBlCOM claymo~~ 'm1nesp . and 21 electrical blasting capso A 
Company located a cache at 1325H vic XS 2695680 The cache ccntained 1 
cal 030 Browning MG~ 1 RPG launcherp 200 bangelore torpedoe8 p 10 SIC ri-
1'le8g 500 1'eet of electrioal oordl) 3 cans offusep }9 RPG-7 chargesp 25 
RPG-7 rounds p 55 fragmentation grenades g, and 13 concuasion grenades. 
A lao 9 A and 'B/2-60 In! returned to· the area 01' contact and recovered 13 
VC KIA (lC), 5 AX-47 0 s p' 1 magazine vi th an unknown amount 01' 8IIlIIlO, an 8-
47 cleaning kitp 1 CBlCOM grenadell and 10 pounds ofm.edical ~ppl1eso 
Materially contributing to the success of the operation to .date has been 
the willingness of the local population -to come forward and volunteer in­
formation on the enemy compared to past experience in the same areao ! 
deliberate campaign has been directed towards instilling in the local 
population the 'importance 01' keeping the road open and its relation to ~ 
eoonomy of the Delta areao In ~ cases the pecple have assisted in ac- ' 
tual repairs showing· thei.r growing concern over the impact on their 
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general well being and prosperity 0 Df note in thi s vein were the dangers 
riaked by an elderly couple living in close proximity to the highway. A 
9th InfDiv company was engaged in a fiercefirefight' several hun~ed 
)"8l'd.1 from their homeo An infant.rym.a.n,was badly wounded yet managed to 
uk. it to their home o The couple took him in and bid himp assisting him 
a.'yell as tbey could and risking their lives by doing so. Later after 
the battle was over and an element was searohingthe,vicinitYg theyopen­
ly approacbed the ,element commander ,and led him to, their bousl where the 
un was hido' ' , "J' • 

,'; ~ 

• ~. . ~ '. ' • ., ,,',:, "~.:; ,'~ 1 " ' :-.... 1 .. '. " 
.,' {I) , Operation TOANTHANG.(6Apr 66 todate)g;-:·Tbe,9th Inf Div 
partioipates.·1:nthis operationwbicbincludes all US/FWMAF/GVN units in 

. the area surrounding Saigon as a' follow up to Operation: Q,tJYE'1' THANG. The 
ope~tion !s.-aimed at t,he.lo~~~~,onand destruct~.9n,of·,VC/NVA elements of 

. the 5tb VC Div and VC S-qb-!JegioiUJ.:,2 g ;p and 4 in the division TAOI and 
. , alao the interdiction of VC/NVA LOO into tbe Saigon area o '!'be Royal Thai 

ArmY Volunteer, 'Regiment (RTAVR) .andTask: ForoeForsytb with tbe 2-41 Inf 
(M)and t~.1 6-3.1 Inf.,conducted ,ope~tions in coordination and cooperation 
witbthe 18th Inf Div (ARVN) in Nhon Trach and Long Thanh Distriots, Bien 
Roa Province :and western .XuanLo,c District p ,Long Xhanh Provinoeo The 
3d Me ,witb the:,4-,39.In£",and 2~3 Inf, (199thmLinthe Nba :Be and :Binh 
Chanh Distriohll Gia"D1nh Proviuott:jlndwi.th ','th~ :~39, In!.a,nd 5-60 Inf (M) 
in LongAn Province" condv.c~d ~o~ratiollQ .. in .ool?rdi,iur"~on and cooperation 
with the. 25th: Inf,Dj..v. (ARVNt and otAe%,' ~nrg ~Ran.prp; ,and..:Marine. elemen~s. 
All 9th .In1'~::pj,v eltlUlt't~ v",;ck,d;:clQ •• l.y :'If1th. l..ooal JfI/P}', un! ts, cand the 
national..pol1oeo .', Signi!icQllt:t~ctical t~~hni.CJ.1J.e8.'empl.oy.edll" especially by 
the 3d l3de,for~e~ I) . have. :\;;ee~ ,th\'!, "ext,onaiv.e' u,s~. 'oJ: arti,lle~ 'radars 
(jN/TPS-25) to deteot large soal. enemy movements to identify enemy LOC~ 
and the "Aquatrllah" or night ambush patrols o~ wQter, :we leading into 
SaigoDo Throughout .most of.' thi.s ,qperat10nv enemy contact has been l1rni t­
e9. to squad, or platoon a1zeencounterth F:rom 8 ... 20 Apr there were no 
lIign1fioantcontact.s establisbedby,.elem~.nts olthe,9th lnf Div partici-

,in -tbisoperation~D~.sporadicandli~t. contaQt was . established 
resulting in5 JJS KH.A~".28:WBA.iand;"1.1Y.0/NVAKlA.On 22 Apr D/3-5 Cav p 

the Air.: Oav'l'roop~.conduoted .aerial reoon and airmobile a6saults in north­
em Tan Tru,il;istriC.t:piVio XS 604-104<>', D Troop id3;;tedits Aero Rifle 
Platoon (ARl') inthe,after:noonwhich became imme6.i. .. ,:,ely heavily engaged 
with an estimated enemy battalion and sustained h":.:.vy casualties" LF'l"s 
and fighters supporting th4lt,·contaot. ~received heavy A~ fire resulting in 
dlimage to.several helicoptersQ.!A,tacticlil emergency.wlis declared at 
1S3OBo .. ElementBofc the ,5 ... 60,Inf'·{!01)~.moved, .by;,,AEC.:to .. support the contact, 
While elements· of .2 ... } . Inf ~,;-39/lnfg and 4.., 39 ~nf7conducted night air­
mobile insertions 'into the area o . All, units. wer.e) engaged in. heavy contacto 
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In the early morning hours: of~3 Apr,} .theARP 'was'extractediunder a 
heavy smoke screen created by artilleryo The squad establishing initial 
contact suftered 10~ killed (6 lO:IA)after it had a~vanced to within 30 
meters of the enemy bunkers before receiving fire. D/3-5 Oav was cred-
i ted with 35 enemy KIA • The eneDiy dead were tound wearing blue uniforms 
and steel hellllets indicatillg IVA troops. On 24 Apr 'l'F Tower with the 
2-47 In! (M) and 6-31 In! 'in ooordination with the 1st ATF conducted a 
8poiling attack aimed at a reported NYA artillery battalion in the Bot 
Dioh area of Bien Roa andLongKhanh 'Provinces.' This, operation' continued 
with negligible contact 'until 26 Apr. On 27: Apr the6-3t'-Inf' became OPCOI 
to the 3d Me to act as a mobile reaction:f.oree;in·southern·GiaDinh and 
northern Long An Provincerlo' r,Op 30:Apr-3-11~ ACRandB/7-1A1r Cav' beoame 
OPCO! to 3d Me to increaae the proteotionof ,the, southemflank of 
Saigon in Gia Dinh 'and-,Long An Provineesin ~ticipation of renewed ve/ 
NYA attackso The measure of, .success of, Operation 'lOAN 'l'RABG.,i8 that up 
to the end ot the quarter, the enemy bad not been able to renew his ot­
fensive attaok. against Saigon de.pite rumors and intelligence reports 

. that such attacks had been plannedo ReSult's· tor 9th Inf' 'DiT' Wlits for 
the quarter were: 183' VC/NVA Xll,4 'PC1fi, 11:0/S weapons . and 42 SA cap-

) 
'tured; 25 us XHA, 97 us WHA (49 evac)", -1 MHA and R'UVR 1 WHA. (See In-

clcll'llre 12, 3d Me ORLL. r . 
'----

(7) Combat Support Activities.' 

( a) Artillery Support .. 

1 Several firing batteries and battalicns of artillery with the 9~h 
In! Div vere required tc operate both in the rugged jungle terrain ot the 
B1e:D Roa . Province arid in the rice-paddies of, the ~~ong Delta. Timely 
and ccnti:rIuoUl fire support vas proyi'de4t6"diVis10nal el~m.entst Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam uilits, and'Resional Force/Popular Foroe Outposts. 
Twelve~ firing batteries from II Field Forces Vietnam Artillery were used 
at various times thrcughoutthe quarter to supplement the tires 0.( 9th 
Div Artyun1ta, primarily because of the. large Tactical..Area of Responsi-' 
~1li ty ot this di nsiono " . . 

£ Artillery wit~9th In! Div fired a total of 313,660105 rounds, 
87 p402 155 round., and 8,953 8 inch rounds during this qUarter in support 
ot division operationBo Theae figureado not refleot sUpport from adja­
cent tiring elements as tigures were not obtainable tor thoae fires. A 
chart reflecting a breakdown of rounds fired by artillery with the di vi­
sion is attached as Inclosure 6. Reference also 9th In! Div Artiller,y 
Operation Report-Lessons Learned for the period 1 Feb - 30 Apr 68 which 
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, HeHeopter Gunship Support.. The 9th Avia,tion Battalion gunShips\' 
2~929 sorties.. Missions included escort for VIP flights, aerial . 

lDJ.aCf!ment 'if artillery by cargo helicopters» medical evacuations, riv­
road convoY6~ countermortar/rocket standby and suppressive !'ire 
for units in contactc These light fire teams (LFT!s) accounted 

VC lCBA (Be); destroyed 182 structures and ci!i&m.aged 14 others; 
163 sampaneand damaged 58 others~ D/3-5 Cavp under operation-

1 of the 1st Bde~ supported long range patrol (LRP) insertionsl 
. ,,~d pr.ovided rrlghtly c,ountet-mortar/rocket ,standby at Tan An 
Tam ba~se"c'ampB~' Cl1.:.-tst 'AIr Cav, provided"'support' prinCipally 

st and 2d Bde operations in Dinh Tuong Provinoe throughout muoh of 
'. _." ---_ .. 

~.~',;~' !,:'i ... I .... ___ ... I:;J-;,.~' !'_,' . '.' ~--

Tactioal Air Supp~rto 

No~:r'~ir eUPPOrl-'W~Ei rec~1;ed from' fighter 'airor~fto The Combat 
..... '"''''-- was proven very effectlve against''eoemy base oamps. The sky spot 

. .L' .. , ..... r control1ecl' f.i.gh:~er and ,these missions are flown during the 
of darkness.o 

-
. A summary of tactJ.oal·'all:· sUpport for thlt'quarter is given in In­
. 10 

'.'., 

This a1:r suppol"t 'd,lring the:qua~tflr consisted ot tvo strikes. On 
",_',",""",'[Y Feb 68 a' mission was flown resulting in 3 .AX 47sp 1 tive pound 

ricep.1 pOund,of medicalsuppliesp 1 NVAuniformp 1 OD uniform9 
stersiandtllorig 'bOokcaptUi-edo::', The 'second miSSion vas flown on 
. ·Feb68 and 25 :lrunkers destroyedo:: " . 

. Stra tegil~ Air Support' vas' limi ted due ;to 'theW gher priori ti es in 
,II CTZ areas .. lj,uring:this l'eriodo 

~t e) . Nava 1: F'lze Supporto :Th~re' has 'been no Naval fire support render-
. ,that given to the 2d,Bde -as part 'of the Mobile Riverine Foroec 

"' . '';;- ': ,~ , ~ \ ... ~ ... - ' 

'(f) Chemical Supporto 

:lE6} Personnel- Detector~'~' This qu.arter, the Division Chemical Seo­
"flew a total of 38 hours covering 23 missions using the E63 Henpack 
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Personnel Detector (People Sniffer)~ . This represents a decrease of 
approximately 55% from the previous quarter. The primary reason for this 

, decrease has been the non-availability of aircraft to the section. Re­
sults were reported to. the G2 for inclu~~on.in their-compilation of in­
telligence indications. 

£. Riot· Control AgentsL.;Bulk CS waa dropped from CH-47's contamina­
ting va base camps, lines of oommunication and infiltration routes. Over 
26 p 500 pounds of bulk:CS wer~,dropped (,25 drums). This represents a 40% 
decrease in the amount of CS used this quarter from last quarter. A 
total of 54 E158' swere, employed. ttP.~31uarter. This is an increase of 
22% over last quarter. Last qUarter ,there were 41 E158's employed. There 
would have been an even greateruse:ofthe E15~ except for the non-avail­
ability of the muni tiono ,Since this·is an' experimental 1tem,the pro­
duction rate has been lowo ," ,'.~ 

"! . .;, .", 

1 Defoliation: There-·were no· de.toliation' missions', flown· by the 9th 
Inf Div Chemical Section this quarter; however, 7th Air Foroe has been 
carrying on defoliation missions in the Rung Sat. 

.t 0 (U) Trainingo , ,. : 

(1) During the reporting period p' division training consisted of the 
followiDg: 

(a) Replacement Trainingo 

( b) NCO Leadership Trainingo 

(c) Battalion Refresher Training~ . " ~., 

(2) Replacement Training consists of five and one hal! days of in­
tensive orientation designed to prepare the individual for combat in 
Vietnamo The ReliableA~ademyg a proVisionalorganization.!o~d by the 
9th Inf Div, conducted all replacement training. The following table 
shows the number of personnel trained during the report period: 

Month 
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mn;smJTg Operational. Report of 9th .. Infantry Division for Period Ending 

30 April 1968 v RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) 

Apr 

6-31st Ill! 

10 

54 

1103 

121 

{3) In addition to receiving the normal replaoement trainingp oom­
grade officers and non-commissioned officers received an addi~ional 
'.jiay ol'ientation keyed specifically to the si tuationin Vietnam. 

equipment in use in Vietnam is demonstrated when practical~ 
i¥lt'tit.'1:t1r ... capabil1 Ues and limitations of support elem~nts are discussed. 
~~wn~tQ !orty-sevenofficers and 631 NCO's attended this course. 

The 14 day liCO Leadership Course is designed to raise the pro­
level of small unit leaders within the division by presenting 

in the principle~ or t!,ade~ship .and, instruction and prac~ical 
iio¥O"Gu:~a in the sld.lls requiredo! j\lriior le.a,ders. The course is 8lmed 

. speoial1st and junior NCO who have not had the bene!i t of prior 
'leadership training and wh~ will probably be required to assume a 

pos,itie:n during. combat. During the past three months, 660 
~~~.g,_ have oompleted the NCO Leadership Coursee 

Battalion refresher training is conducted by the maneuver 
1IP. .... ~vu on a Bchedule of' one day training per company per week. This 

..... :LH.l..L ... scheduling allows tim~ly instruction and also perm ts each 
llt8111VlI!!lr battalion' to complete' 11;8· refreshertrdn!ng.: each month. 

The,9th In! .. Di v' oontinued ulll"ing this. repor.Ung period to 
_ ........ persoM~! il'l, specifiQ HOS.o s. by sending them to courses being 
IWItlul'\1~/IId for. thi 13 purpose by SUPi-0rt uni ti;to· .. 

(C) Logiatl(lfh During the quarterly period ending 30 Apr 68 0 

1 actiVities contlnued .. in support of ·the-9th In!· Div and its 
r_::::;~I'~~'-o;: There- were several significant problems in 'providing re-

. all~olasses-of supplies-. during the- ,Ilra Ual phase of· the va Tet 
~I&Q .. ve.-'DU.ring,this phase o£the~Tet Offensive, all classes of supply 
Mif<sl:iAd·to-9th lnf'l)j,v'base'campsat Camp Martin Cox~ Tan An~ and Dong 
iJIIi.'·WA1'A· reduced because of· intt!nse' combat operations in the Saigon area, 

the 506th'General1 Depot'is-located, and the interdiction of main 
liUDiniy·rout'es- that iead' to 9th Inf-base campso To alleviate the short­

Class I~ lI~ & IV ~ the 9th In! Div provided its own lOgistical 
with tactic8J. security-' ·to make· scheduled· pickaups at the 506th 

_uiLl DepOt· and ·deliver' these supplies to Camp Martin Coxp Tan An~ and 
During the period 31- Jan· 68 -. 10 Feb ·68p· perishab::i.es normally 

'froin Saigon were not·, available 0 Meal' Combat -Individual Rations 
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SUBJECf: Canbat Operations Af'ter ,A¢1:on Repart 

'u August 1968 

(MACV/RCS/J:3!32) (U) 

THRU: Canmand Channels,,', 

TO: Camnander ':'; , ':,.: '> ", . ., 
U.S. MilitaI7 A$sistance: ~,," Vietnam 
ATTN:, ,J343;'·" .. ' 
APO:96243 ,., ': >, 

.,' j. 

" . , . 
*: .~ 

, ,t 

; -.! .. 

;t ..... . 

'..,.. '~. '.' .: 

1. Name or, ld~;~t-t~:~i.~r, '1'y.p~ ~t: dperatioru . Canbat J~p8r~tiCn to defend 
southern approaches to .Saigo~CMD· area and defem key installations in 80uthern 
Saigon-CMll area'. - ,~'; . ' 

2. Dates ot Ope~ation::6 May -J.3. }lay 19.68., 

3. Location: Pia Dinh Province'~Nba' as andBi~ Chanll~.p:!.stric~s. 
I~ • ' .. " . ' , ',' , • c'- ' •• '. 

4. Control or~H~~q~~r~~': H*,ad~~~er8, 3d·Bcigad~~'9th Infantry 
Division in,.coordination ,:with CG~"CMD. '.; .~~:'::., 

a. U.S. Forces:,," ;', ,', " 

(1) 

,-~ ; .... 

';" -::"f'-~. 
. ~. f· 9" 

""'. ,"',",!' 

•• ,'j' 

"'.* .... :;' ... 

...... :~ T .; .. '.' ; ,;; ; 'I • (~ .~ 

.. ' . .." !,'}:: '~ : ." : . .' . 

. ~ '. 

',' ".;;: -~~"l_ '. 'I 

" :' 

. -.:-.. "'; '" ': ... -~ :(: .. 

! "', REGPJ..DED AT 3 R4Jl 
INI'mV JlJ.5- REGlL\lJED 

i, UNcLASSIFIED AFTER 
~." ~~'- IEA.~ • 

'. ""; 

:. ; ::.,.. .-.;".., .:.. ;.: "" . 

.. '~.:., .... 

'" 
\' , , • '1"(. '.'. :.'.,';; ," 

;.'?' . ~ ."~; t" • . '< ,'~:', -~-; :;. .: '. 
,,..!i .; ~ :: ... , , ~., -. .' 

. ~ ... ~:. 'l;": .~~ ... (~, 
". ~ t ~'.";:J,V:~' 



" .. ; 

/ 
, to " I ~ . 1. , 

'" ~., •• '!. ~;~'~.~ ,'. .,: •• ",-;~"'~';' 
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,,' " 'L:: '.~";:',;,~ ~:f.i/ .. ~,::1, r~.'·", ";3: l .:;. ::;..~., (:, .... : ... .'~. ': 

," ;;~. '.:'; '. l,:,'! (~=.~;, 

'2) BrigadeCcntrol:;":"'~ .1",'" «);, 

~ ~: . J:~g:lt~ ="~l:3' .... · "," ,J "'"~ j H", . 
~C, 3d aie 9th Inf .Div' '; , " , " 

'2-4 ArtY·(I'"').::DS,:, ;'<~~;::~~; ':::.:;.~':,;: " ." 
,': ' ,at.ry '13" :: 7...s·',.A;rit.y,;,( S: in;;aiJ.<t, a 75mm.):F S 1 Reinforc!,ng: ., ~ J 

" B&ry;,,~C{ l-aJi.::..~y (155m) Rei~orc~ .. 
Bt.ry, 'B (-) ,"l~ .u-t,.A(1.55mm)" .Roinforcing 
3d P1t, .9th H' Co(~t). L, " • • 

3d P1t" 'Co'C" 9thSig Bn"(~) , ,;; '," 
Co D" 709thMaint (~t)· ','.,' 

·Co~ 'OJ' 'lStli i.Engr' '1)1: (DS) , :.,' , 
,,:' Co C" 9th Had Bn (ept)' 
.,:!In,, 9th HI: Det ,(~) '. .\ 

3d P1t" 335 RRC, (Spt),· ,.'; . , 
Sec" 4'th:~;i\A Plt .. ,2d· CA~-COf.~Spt·)'.l·" ~":l" (~~;: . cr;~,;';~': .... 
~\V. Plct:'l'DiF'2lt,6tb PSl'OPS cot;~~t) , 
2d P1t, 0 lJiryi 5-2 /rt.'1 (DS) 
2d P1t". H Bt17.f 29th 'Arty'" (DS) '".' ,'. . ','i.e . '/: I 

. ." ~·.er .::.L ." : ~.:il:'~ .:.j~:r.!, ,:; 'i.;L· ':;.1 ~,:'! '"'f .':' . l' • ~? '_~y~"~f.~.'; :.~ r' 
b. Vietname se F'orces: operating ,in('.cloee'~ coorditlatim ~'8lld ¢ooperation 

'th 3d Brigade,units: .. ' ',: 'i';, ,·,;".';~''!·C.llf2'h0':t: +.:"" 
.. :~.' .... .;;,"'\.~": ... s' "~'''''',t, ... "",~ (" - •• '. '":-:jli,'"!'{:":' ~)11~.:,:· 

3oth'River'·A8sa~t'AJ..roup (MG) ... :~(ARVN);~~:·~; 0 ~,,;, , +, '". I: ~;.:,.; .. ,: 
,RF/PF,Forces"Oi:a "DillhP,rovince;'?: ;'yi.·',': "":,. "'~ij r'!,", ,'";,'r";,, 

Nba :Ee and Bl.nh C2lanh' I'lstrict Forces 
ca.pital·Milita.rtDist.ri(:~::. Force.s ;;.;r,::,"-;, ,:-,.,:..,;" ':' ,~ .. ' '. . ~~ 

" ".1·~~·' ;',::.(:':1 ~~_ r·,· 'r-" :i .... ·· :~~:":.:~' "1.:~C· ,\ 
" 

7. Supporting Force8;"'::;~ ~,;,l,' " ':·(;";:.'1(~.:;' 

II Field Fc:roes"'Aviat±on···U:iits·:,'~~', :;' 
5th us:U" 
1st log 'ODd 

~'. : : •• -1 , '=*'" . !i~' 
,~ , , 

·A· 

S. Intelligence : 'Enemy 'situation PriOl:!' to the Y.ay (2d) Offensive: 
Reporting Period: '1 ApE-i1' to '11 May 1965' " ' 

During this period all enemy activity in su?-region3 ,in:t~~li't"ed massive efforts 
to resupply" train,.and .provide recr14ts'.to.. allVC/N'fU.' .tmit .. :auftering from the 
heavy 10Rses sustained during the m Offonsive. At the same t.i..,." the enemy 
continued harrassnent of tJ.lled and AP.Vll installatims throughrut the TAOI con­
C?entrating on attack by fire and a~Qid1ng, contact except where their base areas 
Were challenged. It, was ',obvious duH.ng this period that the enemy's rebuilding 

forts. were pointed toward~ a second offensive in the Saigon area. 

.. - ~ 

jor battalion-sized elements incur AD became increasingly difficult to engage" 
or apparent security purposes" traditional,enem:r, unit base areas were abandoned 
':th only token RF ,representatiOn, movem.Eiitf,'>pa.tternsseemed, ex:-ratic as the enemy 

attempts to cover their BUb sequent moveme~t ,into attack positions south of 
Saigon. In add,itim, • indication was received that some It and If" canpan,-sise 
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";[".: .:' /: " .. ' .... .... ',', ..', 
/ elementa, noxmaJ..:.y op3Tating s",pera.tely~ were ~1?~ ~.~ a e.ttort to bolster the 

/ attack strength ot the larger 1-3 units ~ LF elements in the 3d Bde's immediate 
/ area ot interest around U3 L~':Jtalla.tions, begancoOrdi~tin& attacks in order. 
. to cover the maneuver ot the Saigon attack to~c~." ',;rncreasing VC comnand empha­

~is was placed on terrorist activities" interAAetiqn::Qt'P.~.~"otcollllNDicatioDS, 
sabotage ot Rouw 4 and attacks by fire.on al.l.s~@..~gic ~j:)O,~ts in sub-regLons 
3. Interdiction along ROute 4 was espee18,lly n~v.ib!'twe!ln··Tan·An am Binh . 
Chanh. Speciall.y .formed sapper .,6l.e~· initiat~ ~re trequent route-eeverlng 
attempts along secondary road.e 18ad:.i.Dg'! to and:':nom:]Lll,~ subordinate installa­
tions. Attacks by !'ire increased .on SVN, rtF/PF OPts and throughout sub-region 
3. In an attEapt to hamper reinforcement e!f'oJ.1:;s' 'b1:"Allied and ARVN units, 
combined LF elements put, ever'·i~r.e!~~;·~~U:~9f·tb~~an An and Ben L c 
bridges ..A 1hv¢oua . times both': l.c:iCatfbns came:ul'148;t:· rocket, mortar, gro and 
probing' a tt.a:ck.~.:::: ~ng . t.h1a .. reparting ]x1d.Odrft8pecUll.T ill' the ,last w weeks 
ot April, pressure was . exerted'ouall' mBjor Allied. am. ARVN installatiolJ5 in Can 
Duoc, Can Giouc, and Nha Be Distric:ts > as a di venion to the. maneuvering Q the 
attack oalement.& .. in. J;Ositions 8Outh)~t'S8igon. ...,.. ',. 

The bulk ot the ottE.:nsive trom the south was to be born£; by the 3d Independent, 
506th LF". am ·Ph\i·Loi II. :battalionari1;.A the 'aid: o:e(~pPortln,g .elements 'trom 
the 5th Nha·Be..Bn.~· ' ... ~, .. ' ' .. ;,;, (:., ... ',,',:,l,,' .L:r ;.':: . : 

.:o.!, ... ~ •• '. « .. ~n: .. :, .~_<) .~.".;.~ .l.,~.;_·~.l.~:·" '_'.:::. ~ ·:,»~:t·;~ .. ~·~: . ..!;?".; ... , t: .. 
The enamy's .. ,overaU 'p.lan: f-or the' .. ~ttackin.. tbS.(SOllth~~OI}.: hU .the 2d Ind." 
506th Phu' Loi:: ill~;a.nd;-'SUppOrtil:a- :eIeDian:t!s .trom,tbe:,:'.5r.h ~6:'~a ttacld.ng .and 
occupying .the··:7th:, 8thi! and.·.~"'m: ~eoincts a..1.i:irlg saifp~l·s·~u:thern extremities. 
The D-16 LF. and·the ·268',s Bn Wi th.~sup!;~"'rting:·re?:r .. ·~J;ement~cwere' to provide 
diversion ·by:at~ck1ng.·trom Mj,-:;" ;';J.iuthwE3St intc:i.<the: ClIolon"'Phu Lam area. " . 

. . .. ;; ;.':. :~:. ",::: ::.:,:~::'.'/ 1::~ .:::':. j~:;:;'~;1 ~i:I::;,:.,\ .Pi::;!, '-;rf;'<,:~:f~ ':~'. . :'. J 

9..Missions:",.~, v~ .1._. ,_ ~ .. " ,;~,t;.. rJ •• J.:,.\,.... . . _ 
a •. Deplo7·,the 3d(Bde:·>8'outh.;ot~ri to.d~YG/NVA:·.:torces access' 

to the city. :: ..... ': ;~ i;i .. L .. ,.;':i .. '!"··,;5S·;;:·:··,;;~.;";'( ·~·V!.: ':;.,., .~i. ; ... 
'.; .. i, .,: ...... i"~ ~ .:' :Li:i',.; \..: '\.;: '; I:~\''':\'~_·''';-''. ..' ,.~. ' '1, 

b. De.tend.;k~· 1nstallations..:south'"of Sai~on. 
.'. 

, " 'l .. ; :l :,", ". t " . t' .. 

c. Bepr...epared:to:r.eintorce US:"anB.ARVN units'in Saigon--Cholon area. 

10. Concept ot Operations: 
... ·~,f;_. ".' _~ , ,t'. 4', ,,'j .3'J:-'.'~.:~ "~_:'. ~ '" ~.' 

a. ,Thtf~·general:':coric~p.t 'ot· oyerati!Qns ·waS·tO:·~mbV$:1"Qur maneUver batta ons 
b7 air1:ift 'and:-vebicl&to positions' 'al9ng s~Sp1Jc:ted:.ri?utes:;ot 'infUtratio into 
tht: southern·Saigon-CMl) area. ': ..... '.", ' ...... : ... '.' ~::.'. '., . ' 

~> ... ~ ~;-~.[J.* •. '.;~·)!2 i'J~_ :.t~ t· .. ; ... ;. ;.;"4.~" ~:c~t.3;cl:,",> "7"~iu;.-'·-f~;J~L\.l~·1,~~i;c7:l- ~-:~~~:~!lY !}t~':J , 

b. ,.Conibji~: 8Xterisiv.$l:eoi:ilbaf.:lOpeI'i:iti.sns\l1i:ri..1Bf_fiant'iiahdt 'llha;' 'Be Districts 
to locate arid' dt;8tro~VCfNVA'i.ili.l-es'.;.afi~ ,t)o.,.L'~t~k!tner .. S8i'g9&:cMD area.· ., 

.. ~." ~:...;:J_~··:·j:~h. 26~,~ "; .. ~ ~i-b~ ':;~ :'~i 1.!¥i,P·, : ... : .. ~~.: ~'. ~:-"~'-' .... , :'.J":t~~'i7~ .. "f:}I~~;~::": .. " ---> ... : 

11. Execut.1On:·'·,~,·::: .:;:;.;;;',;,:;:'~ ...:::.: ... :;'';. :.. 
,._. ~<;~_ , • ~" _,~:_;:'" r -<.::,~,_!.~:. -;~." ~"'. ..~~ .... ~ . ~".' 

a.6',Ma;y:196S: ,Thadispoaition ot', 'rorct:s in Gia n1nh Province on 6 May 
wa"l th~ 4-.39 Int';at Nha,Be ,(l'S'~16823~,,'and the ·6-;:31'·:In-at-FS/PB SDI)ke (IS 78976~ 
D:I';,'lUSCJ ottne bu~dup or intelligenQe,,"the '5-60 .Int. (M·t.w,"s .'JIloved ,from Binh 
Phouc (m 6155'0) to XS· ~5~~ south "oI" Saigon., J~~ nigh~;tall on the. 6th, the· 
compl&~ dispOsi'tion ,.of"Unit8>.wae:'h;'~3~·)Int ~C~' s It. and .D) , 

, ~ ~ r. .• • ~ 

,'_I. " .. "~ ' • • .,j't 

J ,~. ~ ' .. ' ! • • i. I'. _", " ~', 
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at FSIPB Bmoke;:X5 78g769.;':·4~39.·~';~~g '~o B-·~t.(bt.:·L@.l. (xs' 956895), CO C at 
XS 880853, Co E ani HHG at Nha B3 (Xf)' 916823L (}:) C/.3-39 Inf (OPOON to 4- 9) 
at Nha :ae (xs 91682.3); the 5-60 In! (l.r) had P.i-!G and Co A at XS 815868, 2d Plt 
of Co A at xs 984878 (aProN to 1~-39 Inf), and Co C elements at Xs 875868, .. 
XS 814875, and XS 85.3887 .. 

. b •. 7 M'ay 1968: The 6-.31 Inf moved Co's B .andG frOlll B~ Chanh to 
FS/PB Smoke and cmducted c<JJJPe.ny-sized a:trmobile~·assaUlts .and recon in torce 
operaticns east of Binh Chanh. The QperatiQ\s;ba(r'~e:g&tive results ar:d at I 

nightfall the disposition ot thebatta!l.i<>rlwafLHHC/Md .. C,Q C at F~/PB Snoke, 
Co A at XS 808865, Co' Bat XS 8I9S66';~<Co C'·hs,(l\.;'bhK.plt"·s:t: the ten Luc Bri~ge . 
(XS 6l871tB) ani one pIt OP CON to '5-60 :tnt. (IS' 8~6874) arxi ona pIt at Xf) 775842. 

.... ' ... '.' 

'lliej~'9. Inf' conducted 10ca. ~securitY'p~trols vic' Bach }{ien until 
the atterrtoon .. ·--Begi~":.at--~1400HT-.the·Bn ... Hqs:-ab:LCo.t8; A. and B were airlitted 
to positiohs south of .. Sa:igon:· .. ··The:>jfinal disp05ition of'th~ battle was: 
HHC and Co B at ·XS :8,38869:. Co· ':A·'at~;X:f:.S2S868,:Co~· .C,JO~JX>rJ .~o ,4~39 Inf) at 
xOO86870.· Co' sA and 13 of .3-60 .. Inf> ~c~.me OP OON to 3 .... :'9 .IPt .to defend base­
camps' at .' Ali: Nbut Tali' .(XS665674h :~h }{ian (x's '7'40669); and' tne' French Fort 
XS 896616).· ..... '. ,., .......... , ... , '.' .; ...... ; ,';,' ..... ;.:.:;,; .. :., .: . '. . .. :.: , 

:," 

. . -' \ 

The 4~39 Ln£ conducted 'ri~r1ne andtootmObile recon in force 
operations west ,and-' northwest o.f:'Nha~Be with three canpanies.. The opere. ions 
had nega.tiv~,re:s.ul~,a,.a.rtt tho disposition of the bettalion at nightfall w s: 
HHC" Co C and Co E at Nha Be (XS 916823); Co A at Tan Tru (xs 654623); B 
a.t Cat Lai :(;8 :c956895}-;,·,CQ.'C/.3-3'1 :Int '. (OP<;nN to ::Q.~32 Int). at X~808870; d 
one pit of· ~ :Int· .(M) ; (OPCt:0I ·tQ.J+~J9 Infl,at.~;89687J .... \:; '. '.. . 

• ' • • '~". :.. ' •• ' ',"': -.~" :. f • " :'~. ':-:.;J -n-:~:~'- <~ .. ). : . ._ 
, . Th~ ~, Wi(K) :c·oIXi~cti)d.ire:ctA ~f.t:W-C~-<~z:~i)n.~. ~th COIS . 

A and C. ~;::r;-ql4;~,(]?yci);tt 'Go~ GA5J~~W,. ('K)lL~_~;:~~r:~'oz;:,A!' "~1;;1:-ack at .. 0345H. 
The COJIp~:v.:~.cll!$~d'a 'tot.al. ~.t. so.(~~s<9;ft~_~~f:ire.:.:·Ji'ire ·wa5 re­
turned usi~ o~ganic 'Woa.pons, arty and atlght:rfrO .. tean;--.The <P received 
S to 10 rQ'IJnC\i·~~t 0515H.,ThcI:s~:~uppodf.'was 'llf?cd.·!'or .this contact. 
There were. nR . Casualties froDJ. .. eitqer: c.ontact . .and'l::tlle.YC losses arc unknown...;,~ 
The 3d· Die r~cQived.,:a. on.J.l, .~t ,054-5H~t~t an foRVN outpost. at xs B27ft15 was 
under a ,grou:r.d atte.Qk ,:fI;.QIn :Jm .~s..t.in\e.te,4;: VCcaw;;!any •. '{'he 2d Plt of Co C de­
parteq its ,nig~ lQcation (..xs ... ali:5.sss,r to ,.,reinforG6· ~1:e ~.:O~poSt.. f.t0610H . 
at XS 8278.75; the p4to(:>n ·:est'a.~+:iSh9~ C'ontaqt;'·wit.1r an···m1JdloWn . size VC force. 
The .plAtQ.on~";a&. :joiried.by;t~EFrest .-o~:' Co C· at. 0624H •. 'l':he company remained 
in cortta,ct.:i.mtil 2000H 'when the ene;ny withdr'el'l to the'$outh. (',0 C 'Was .1oined 
at l03C';!'c'W Co~·.V5.o..Oo·~·Inf()::)at-;:X:Sj,829876. The t'lol() units were supported by 
nine airstl1.i.:kes an:Vartilleryt~8J.l~l"d:Uring the day. m:J'casualties were: 2 }(,HA, 
48 'WHA :(.28,r:eqUiriiig·;::d41st.o,;of!:).;: 'TJ1e ~VC losses -were: 213' VC body' count ~ ;\/5-60 ~ 
SO, C/5-f:/:):- 3'5', B/7,,:,1:-·Cs.v'-. 58,')i~y::~ 10, aIXiairstrikes - 30). En I 

equipment .capt~ed/.lnql'4l:te(r: .: .. :t9. f.J\.:.47. t ·s,'r 5' RPC~2~~~tinehers,: 1 RPD-56 chine-
gun; 6.3 .~--rock~f~ai=~·!,Bi?4ll-bCkettsi·~Md;~~~oW#.~lImountor.·loose 1 
arms ammo. ' 'The :'final disposition of;un1ts· .. was::;' J.!HCand,P..econ/2-l&.7 In! (cPOO!-J 
5-60 eff':~f1SC9H) )it~.X3)845~.Cj1.·;';9.~:-~~(~~ :a~:l;S:~58!12~.:'~.~~'C;iit.-IOC~'·835A76 . 

'ri li?~' ,{ ~,<.:' "(. ,'"' I.~ :Jr.!.: f;~:: ':,I •. r~ •. ~~:,;)!;~ • . ~~j~.~~·l' ,~,~.~.I.. ).:.~'-.t,~~"V·~:lH)Jl,,; .. '" .,:.~ " :~:',~.~,,~)~., . ",. (:; 

"B Troop, "7-1 Cav:·irup~el!/the·5..;.;60<1ri.r·,{M1·· (..;;Fin :its contact, betwer: 
O'iJOH .... 2000H.· ,..',' .... .' ~ ,. .., ,'. ;, ,'" . ,..:. . 

, j ::.:: ~ , ; ..... ".- ••• ;' ,\' ',:, I ',; 

• ~ _'., .' "I' \', :~w~· .. ~,'t;,~: ::~i~.:;"'·ll/L.'~.:i~~~""'~! .. _:4·· ~ !!'/;t. ;·.~·I:)··y·~~'.;.'~· ~ . 
, . ,··.]·l . :., . i C"1:',J:, . . 

~ i·e..: ~:': ',: L:' ;:::;~! '/·~:~!·>~.;:;:~~!~D"~~~:~~ .:~L~;:;~:~:~·;,;'t>:;"·' 
.. ,' " .~ ~ .' " • .'.: ~. \",' c;"~ 

: ': ,,:.~': ~~:'J' ~ .~' .~: ;.;':- ) .... , ..... :~:\~>~~ '/ . ~~ .:..: r"'l.-~"-
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c. 8 149.; ~.;r,g: .'ihe 6·31 In! cOnducted local sec:urity patrols around 
their night lo~atica lo.:.i:'::.hnegetive 'resUlts. ~he ~;sposit.ion of. f.he unit 8~ 
nightfall was: RHC" COl8 A, D, 8n:l E at 'FS/F}.; ~oke (y.~ 789(69). Co C con­
duct'ld three-platoon-sL:;d ambush~s vic XS 8J.5'775" ,XR 815823 and XS 615755. 

, 

, The 3-39W conducted recm in force operations l\rith Co A ere I 

forced by Recon./2-47 W) ani Co B. Co A estahli.shedco~act 1dth an un! own 
size VC force at xs 834B75 at l2OOH •.. The canpany received RPG, A'" and ~ fire 
and reacted with gunships,TAC Air" ar;ty. and ,organic~apons. CO'A was in-
forced by Recon/2-47 In! at 1245H" .The,con.tac~, continu~ at the same c ne.t( 
throughout theda;y breaking at 2000H.:· The. ,c~s~~;es for. Co A for the d 
were 3 WHA. A total of 10 VC were killed ,'by CO' A~',,:,Co B established co ct 
with ari .l.lllkno\~L VC force. atxs 834878. ~t: l445H. ;~,~ ... B: W~ft supporled by he' icopt· 
gun8hip~, .. ~jC?~;ar.tiy;:~ 6rgaJ;li(fVtt~Po~8.~" ~.,Th~o:'c:~~t'a:cf;' catit~ued until 2OOOH. 
at the sa. «.>orditi@~s.-. ~~ot~:7ca.~u.a;J.:t,;e~_',~o~y"C;9:~~~;.·.~·y;~ and 4 WM •. 
The VC losses :were 37' killed"by CO' 'S'and 20 "k:QlSd'by ,supporting gunships. 
Rcn/2-47 Int:· Sustained 7 WHl' .. and~ ane. tr~ck damaged!)y a'RPG-2 round while 
supporting 'o;'A. The di'sposition:' of t,m, batt~o~' 'at nightfall was: RHC am 
Recon at xs 84.5884; Co A at xs 83988l{ Co B atxn '884882; Rcn/2-47 Inf 
(OPCON . t-o 3-39 .. , Inf); at Xfh 84.5sa.5~;,:~' ,::. :'.'. . " ,:,.' '·c. . . 

...... >-,: .... ~. ,. -.' l 
' 1\'."' .. :-....... ... "I,: .• , ~·;,:·tr~y.:,.~<-;:f, 'J.':';"·~~':~h: ! .'::'J~"~' ~:.~.":-):.:.r.l~·~::~·.·~:~ :..1, --: -: 

.: Tbe,4-39 ;rnt,:,reac~edJ t,Q.·~contact·:'Wtiat,edbY:D 'l'ro'op,·.'3-.5Cav.; r 

At 101iDU,_ 21115~f:IJ D1r~depar!ted.· tts night· location 'and, ~d .. -up with an I..llVN ' 
pIt at IS S52783.· Both units established. cciltact with an uhlmown slse VC 
force imiDediat;:ely ... ~,:co .c departed ',Nha'; Be in 1lruc~s ani a-:1rboats to reinforce th 
contact. "arrlving.in't.b:3. area at-,124;H~.·' The unit'B: 'in contact received RPO, . 
AW a,"1Il, SA.f',i:re., .The.~Un:tt:s W'!)re.,snPPQrted by ,hrJlic.opter' ~ships from n Trp" 
3-5 '?~V .;,TAe Air, i'~Jt::and ·C2'g~'1i..e;wea~~.. ':'1'h~. con~a?t c('.ntinued at t~ same 
COOrC!.J. ,1atas ,mrt.i.J:-l9:}O :,R ~en, .",he. va[br.Qke:, cont~1:; z8Dd,~ witlrlre:w t,o .thes m.'e~ 
Total casualties .tor:··iUS:ilr.i;t.ts, .£Or4he' 'dqwere:"fJ2.: ~.~ .;!l'ha,VC losses w 
42 VC :sc. ... The dispoSition 'of th8. Dattili6n."ii.t~'-irl1ihtfau ·was: HtfC, Co E and 
Co C/3-39 ~t{Nhlti:Be;>(~Si.91:7~J~·:,:('.c)t:B!~~ Cat:~I.8.i ;.(X$.'95.~7):;~;Co,C·at XS S6lSOC' : 
and 2/A/.5..i60;Iiit'.a.t':~,,~;~~>·;;,-~ .;~ .. :,:' ~. '. ' ';':':>("1::/':';": ~.~'." .' __ 

, ' . --_ .. 
':, .,' ,). ~", ;' r •• ,'. ·,'t.,·.;:. \... d',' ,':. i : I " '.' \' I.' :,;I,!'\::' ... : {:,' ---

The;..60 .Int {MH.:. )"coniucted extensive.! p~tr.ols-in the Rrea of 
the contact:. ori:71_, 8.I:ld araund·it-s:: riight 'locatfon .-and· actec;i" as a aRlt' for the 
3-39 Inf.and 4';;':;9 Int,.::,'i'he,daYlight'ptroa,.l:I&c;l,,:neeative reRults aM the dis­
position of Units' at.'nightfall ,was:::::.HHC and .. Co·C(~)' :at: XS. 002870; Co !I. at 
XS 81oa68;':-CC/IV6-31,~(OPCON<t.O,5l""60) .. e.t XS 002866., IS 795865. and 
XS 78986e. . .. . " . ," .,' 

• '.-; . . ," ~ . ~ .. ~): «;-'t: -., .~':: .' ',. c .~. '. :,\.::...!~, .• ,.' :,; ':' ) 

.: :13' !f,roop/7<rJ1Ca.V.",cdnducted:;ler.eening' mis.siens ,fJouth' of Saigon 
fran 0700H tol830H~" 'The ltlJit kiIJ.e-!L8 VC in ;;solated caRes throughout the 
day. DTr.oOp/3~.5, Cay sup~~o!'-:;'ed tho:.4-39·lnf filan 0700H to 19,30H and ldlled 
25 VC in .too",area Qf'cohtact(XS. 852873). The3dnie losses for the day were: 
4 KHA and cl9<WF.A. ,V·C'.ldsses w~re;.:'l;]2VC BA. . ,'''. '. , 

d. 9}'ray 1968:. ;The 6-13 Irifconductcd'reC()n in force operations with C 
A and C. " !.t'08l9H'FS/PB' Snoko ;({;~S 789769) ,'received: 15 rounds of S2mm mortar 
flro.Tho counter-mortar' fd:.res:'reecu.l:tod 'in Jj, VGKLA·'W1th negative friendly 
ci,8111nge Or ·casualties(.·" The, b.-itta.ll:on·' concblcten ,reeon itt, ..:fOr,c&ooerations I riurir 
the day witn .Cots A 'an(rC·~';·, :'J.'m :units'~.roro ,airlifted to vo 'XS896674 wit, Co I 
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13.J115Ul"lit:U filt.se: i,jD"w'.: '.,: 'C1' C •. Fruir..:the r.2theun:1.ts moved to the west with 
do A :in the lead. l~tl)j:::;)H botn C('\l"ID;:..ni~s es+.~.blish(,>d contact with an estimated 
compallY-size fO':'ce. Tho unJts uSlld helicopter' :,:~mehips, TAC' J\:1r, arty and organ 
weapons to support their. cortt:::.ct ~'Ih-i,ch continlloountill9fX)H. During the cootac 
the two canpanies sustained 15 WH.'. and killed 26 VC. The final disposit:f.on of 
Units at nightfall was: HHC, Co's D and E at FS/PB Snoke (XS 789769); Co A 
at XS 863874;00 B OPCON to 3-39Int; and Co C at XS-867874 •. The r,...2 of 3-39 
Int new a continuous· v"R south of &.is·on during the night 'of 8-9 liay 68. Using 
a starlight scope, lJ3 spotted several' sampRns arxi one ,group of 10 VC during the 
night. Using· helicopter gunships and art~" he ldlled 6 VC vic ~R 713710 and 
sank 3 8Nl1panS vic XS ,846655. At 0225H the battrLlion field CP (IB 845886) 
began receiving a mortar attack. The camp recei~d a total of 50 rounds of 
82zr..m berqre.~he attack ceased at 0255Ii'.· At 0345H, they cane urv:ier a mo~ar a:n( 
ground a.t,tack by':'an',e:st:imated VCbat talion.The :nttackccntinued until 30H 
when theVO.Withdrewt'o:the southaDd,wsst •. The·c(;htact· Was: supported b. heJj.­
copter gunsh.i..ps,,·· US/.F CH-47 Spooky Flare and:gunships,&rtyand or~anic flPonS 
US casualties·ftem. the attack ; were .2JPtA lI.nd61.J~m.·, Enemy:lossp.s were VC 
KIA. Durint the day ,Co 1-.: conducted recon in force. operations in the vic of 
the battalion base camp with negative results. Co B coodu::ted recm in orCe 
southwest .of· th3, battalion ·bas.e camp :inpursuit'"o.£;.,the~ at.tacld.Jlg torce. ,They 
received. sniperf'!ire three, differ.enttimes between 0700H ard. 1400H wit.h no 
casualties.·At· 1430Hvic XS 84:3878,:Co.]3, e:stablished contact wit.h an unknown 
sizeV.C .for..ce ... The 'action·. continued: ,.until l?OOHwith tbll!t 'enany fire fluctuat­
ing between 'heavy to. :Bpor.ati~ •.. The.:acti()!l resulted, in 12 VC bcxi;V count and 
1 US WHA. The: ;S";'39,':Inr r.e:ce;ived! .OPCON of B/6-3l'~Inf:at"lADOR to support the 
B/3-39 Int. cent-act •. h-ben the compan.~ approached the' area 'of contact" they ber,; 
reC'.Qiving sparaticsniper,tire •. Thaicanpany'cstablished a block to the south­
west t)t:. the contact. area •. Thesporatic· sniper·,fire. cm:tinued. until l700H·and.· 
resul'..~ad;.in.;9 'IJS .'WIif!...-. The E.ctionresulted in 10: VC KIA for Co B/6-3l Inf. Rc) 
2-47 Int, (OPOON 3-39Inf)·conduct.ed.>;1~al 'patro1:sin the viI! of the battalion 
basecamp {XS.8458861. : The.,patr.ols'.':a:ustained 1 USWHA 'from sniper fire at . 
l500H vicXS ,844855., ' The.dispositi1Jnd>t t,mitS.Rt nighttall was: RHC, Co B, 
Rcn/3-39 Inf ~ Rcn/2-47.'JnfatXS,845885.;COi A,at·. ·XR .842883;· .and Co COPCON 
to 4-39 T_"'.. ' ' ',' ",' ," , ,': :.--. r, ,/' .LJ;.LL" - - _ . . ~ "" .:. I : ... ~ (" " 

• I ::! I .'.".·:::,'.>i,.··· ,. .~~;.~i;·,.,'t~_,; .. 

" .. The4-39·Int .conduct.ed,recon,in: ~.t'Pl'C,O, ;opw:-atl;Pns.!with ,Co' ~ C/4' 39 Ir' 
and C/3~39 Inf:.;The ;un:i,t:e:lOOYe.d: i.rom.:,;KS 86080'sl.:t1)'1ilw.: :I?outh '01'- a 'villag loc­
ated at, XS ,8537S4.:~ Priar. to:r.eacr.ingthe,iVillaso_ at XS ,857!190 i" the unit 
established. contact: :with, an esti..~ated: ;cC'lYlpanY~':The ,action·was supported by . 
helicopter .gunships, TAG·Air,-arty- .and -organic' weapms and resulted in 2 US 
WFJ~ a."!d 34. VC,'body' count. The.:tliaposition' .oi'·.tba,'b,attalion at nightfall was: 
HHC .. anci:;Co.s·Cand' E'<at;',mm . Bcr:if)[8"916822) ;:--<1013 at:'XS977853; and Co 'cl -39 
In! at 'XS ·842794. ,'. ;.it<" ,.; ... :., '~: ,,~ <~.:~" .' .. ' --\ ".' . 

,~The' 15:':'00 . In! ;~ (M) oorii'liijt8d' recoo' ~in. forCe', ope1"atfons'w.tth rAP s A ane' 
fran XS80486tf>towaJ:'ds·the·3':':;39' W' oaeecamp· (XS 845886). :At 1300H vc XR 
833877 ,both:'cOtipanies'eStabJished colitact"With an estil'lated VC compalV'. The 
units killod' 5':;'C :in tho'nction which continued' for onenour and sustained 
9 US WHh.· ~Thr:'disPI)s1tioh oftl'ltli battalion at nightfall was: HHC and Co C 
:1:t. XS B10377;aOO Co .. \(-) at ·X:-~ ~97865. ' 

• _ ~ ,.' .. : ' .• ' , 1 • J '.'" ~ • '." "., \. ,~ . ' • 

The; 2-47" W':(M}:becaae:(Qpcor.r: to the'-3d'-OOeat Jl30H arxi ccnducted 
I • " > , ~ ;r, ,". r 

, . 6' , ..... :,:'" , 
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a-leCCtn in force ~I~)·;."etl~: ~:.rlc' XS 860806.' : At i5'50'H the' battalionestablis 
contact with ;Ill es';:,::u. :-!t,~: 1TC bl.:~'':·~·Ib.l:i.on. The ar..t.~.on c(lntinued until l.8'30 
when the VC with1rew to '~he stl~rth. The action 't,"as sUJ''Ported by helicopte 
gunsbips# T!.C !.ir~ arty end orga:n:i.cweapons and' r~:eu1tedin 61'VC body c 
7 AX-47' s .. 2 RPG-2 launchers 'and 2 RPD-56 machine guns captured. The unit 
sustainoo 18 US KHA and 36 us WHA. The batta.lion established a battw.on field 
location at XS 872886 with all units co-located at: this 10cstion. 

[? TroOpD/3-5 cav supported· ~Ollt~C~!5 ,·'of.··~~6(rJrif'; :3-~9 Inf. and 6-31 Inf 
during the day an. d killed 7 VC:;' 8ahk~~ 8ampans~. ,dem.. ro:o:re4 28 structures tmi I 
caused:'8 secoild.al-y explosions. ';" " . ,. " . ~ 

. 'TroOp,.~W7"7~. ~y~ ,.~pportf3d the 2";4 t In:r' ~:nd ~9 In! . contacts ldl1ing 
30 vc and de~~dyill~f':lea \!22inm.·l8.tincher vc ·}~S836852. '. ' 

.:~ ::'-'~~>~~:~{:~---:: ~~~~?:-:-:,':'-'.: .... '.- <: ,j ~-';;~~".,.. ~ •• 

e'. '10 Ma¥1968:The 6-31Inf ;conducted£ootmobile recon in force oper­
ations during·the· morning vicXS860874with ColiS A and· C. The operation 
had negative results,. At ,'1440H 'CoO:A'aM C conduCted' airmobile assaults into 
an lZ XS 813835 reacting to the 5-60 Inf (M) contact. Fran. the LZ, the 
units moved west to the woQd.linc,than lssouthwe$:'t0 :-XS'·804821.: <l3oth cCI!I'P.anies 
establishe.d a ."lock oriente.Q. to t'he .eapt <if, t~:iQcati«l:~:',,·Tlie):llock had': ... 
negative results ... The fi,nal;di~()siti()n o:t,~he.u.nitsat. n~httal1 wa.s: JIRC, 
C01S B~ D" ani.E a.t F:S/PB·~oke (XS ,7897.69); Co .Aat: X$17:94829",,and· CO Cat 
XS 814822.' "~"::!' ,:" ,':':" .::..,J .... ;·c·,.'i·~·"".:'··::l' :,;,,,/.,, .. ;; .. ,._';.' , 

, '~.: ~., .. ' l~'t:, . ; .~ _~~c.:: t:.··'":- ,.,.',. ··~·l~"'·".:.' '. 

, .Tho'·~3.9 .Inf..' co.nduc:ted...f~ootmobilerecQ1,l,:i:in .forge:operations wi h \, 
Co r sAnd Bvic XS 841882. At 0930H Co B departed its night location (X \ 
845885) and. .~gll.l1 moving tQ'ltt.c.,:pcrth~cst.Yi· ,A1:i:1<Xl5H )d.c; XS S4l8S2 the C '\ 

pany bcganrece1ung RPG a.nd.~t'a'll&ti~ .Weapons fire.' The c~any react . 'With I 
helic.O',::xter.,·.gunlm:.pa:,:b'cr..l.!.L'l».op p/7-1"~~", Tl.C;/dr and arty. At llOOH Co A de-} 
parted its ,¢..ght. location (IS 842380} 'to support: the cQ'ltact and entered into· 
the engag6QIeID .•. ~~~.:Elt.,' ~$51,i •. ; ,1\t-'1300H~'R.econ/3'!-3~"~hf:.alS?.ireinforCed the contact. 
The three'1.iIlJ:~:-:,kept; .the~ QtiemT:rJ)1lae::omta.ined iii theJ..r'.bunkere· and used arty 
and a:il~st~ikos':on the .. enemy wbile::.'l'r.oOp D/3-5CavscrAened and provided gun­
ship support.' The :O..Q1tact continJle(huntil 1930H when. Co i s A.and f! swe~Pt the i 
area of, :cont~ct _ ' 'l'he~A.ction' re8ulted/'~n .65 VC body count,.. 5 US I<':HA and 
27 US lIRA.,·, c', ':,' ::. :'·.ll;, ~;: : ': .. ,~.:, .. ~, . . .,..' . 

.;' >,"; ,", ':.~_." ~- 'L::- .. ,I~,,_ . ....... i..'{) .:: ... :~ >,;~: .. ~_;. "". I 

. \ ·-.'i'~'4:-3 9; I.n.f con,ducted ;~~~bOr.ne. ::(airbO~':S )·..:ser.e~P8oper!l~ti(,ms ,.' 
waterborne~ .assaults .and :f,oqtl!iob:iJ.e~ l'll').con d,:hcB~rce:, .. .op.ez.at1onsdn· 'Jl(lrthern :'l'ha. 
Be Distriets;::.(vic XS~865885) .;:;,J;~r,irig:"t·he\ n.ilght \ (OO4OH;';' 0225H# and 0254H), 
Co C/3 ... 39l'n:f':(OPCCN·'tb, 4.-39 "~nf'}~' fii~.an :~uShpo.l!i:1:~iaf:V:ii'f;%:::84179.0" engaged 
a totaL of. 7' sampans ,heading :'nort:h \ towa.rds~Sa.i,.on';")\::The f~~a. :Qf ambush was swell', 

at first liglrt: and 8 .. ;VC·bodies! w.~re.~foundalong, ,With.enough:'.c8Il:ned goods 8.nd ri'. 
to feed lOfr'men-;approxittJatel>y:':2 ': dEtr.s.;;".Co,' O.J4~39·I:SC~..ened{;in'.:t;he a1rboat~ . 
between XS:' 865885 am,XS: 855882~:i :'At :1230H :the company beached at XS 857 9. 
While searchillg'an~airstrike·.':alt'eB.\~~XSiS57B49r.j~;tbeJ:CaDPany fOtmd a total of 
18 VC ,bodies:ldlle4·~bjtt>TAO,1~;~·~~if~d' S:tall arms;' The 'dispositIon of ilhits 
at n1ghtfall;:ws: ~ HHG:..arlQ'·.CQ=s .'C/anrr .. E' at Nha :Be {XS916822}; Co B at XS 85880C 
and Co C/3-39: (OPCOl·I: '4,;"39 ·lrlf) . .'at <~:8' 89,3802.·, l,' ',";'" 

.' I ~ , • 

" . " " 
,'I' ,';, ':, " ," ".1..' :: ' '~, .: L 

·Tmi.2..;47'dIrif'.{M); ~on:ii..teted·tJIlecha;nizbd'recon ·in force operations 
• ", ... ,_~J ' .. ".'"'' 
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CoIS A and.C fra'" ;;;~ m88.' .. tn the ,west \'1ith ne/!,lIt,i"{e results. The battal­
established a. L.::..i;;'a:v.:: i'ie>t :Location at :~:. 310072 'with seven platoon-

s1zeambu~hcs in th~t. gor.·..:rol 'V:.._c~.;·.ity. , 

The. 5-60 Inf. (:::11[) conduc.:;;'f:.d mechanized"i·ec~n. ~ force operat1onB~ 
with Co's AandO~ ThecOOlpanies departed thei~ ,night locations ;un rilOV~~; \ 

SO\lth to, re~orce' arl' AR,VN,.Qui;post' ltilich, WAS .'~der:., q,tta,ck)IS:S13825). At! \ 
ll20H vic XS 813828" Co AeC3tablished.99nt~ct;:With'<WcstiJn.ated VO paTJ)any , 
!n h~ tort:Ltied bunkers. Co ,0 ao~d to :the, enst,f'lank and two cnmp es 
trcn the 6-31(!L and C) were inserted, oti.,tb) :wast'. ",Ul units battered the 
VC ill dq until 2000H when the conta<?t· was broken.' 'Helicopter gunships' f 0 .... 

'lro?p D/3~5 .C3:'Y:~. TAC/J.rL a:r1y andj)rg~c~apons)~upp.orted the contact. The 
act~Q'l re,s.ultecL::i.n:4,US:KHAJ 28 ,US',WijA .and 20 VC KL\'and'3 VC POW's. Tho inal 
dispos:itiQl!f?~!tJ;10 ~~~a,M,en~was;', .1t,HQapd Co .. C. a;t. X~ 810863; Co A(-) at ' 
:IS 815876;·.'-and·l/+J5--60~I~· t\t.··~S.~~B70,,~ '.:'.: '~i'" ' •. ., ". " .. ~ 

. Tr9OP:1;1/7-1: Cav, sup~.~rte,4,;.t.~·3-39'Inf· in its cont~ct during the 

[]

daTOTot:: D;:5":::::~::p7;~ In!. (M) end~31 In! con~ ) 

all thrQUgh:,the day •. ' TatalsfPrthe,:act., i.on were 11"VCIUA, 1 VC ,TtJIA1 16 ' 
5ar.1pans .. deatroycd':,~·aM 39. strectures·.qestroyed. . 

f'.' ll;lW'.1968~-= (Tbe~&.r3i.:rnfQond~,ct..ed"aimoPi~.an!i~rec(:>n in f~ 
operations;.w.Lth Co I s·~ Acancl p.:·~.Att;ir.st:light·the:,t~tuirl.ts bepan sween~"'the , 
area o:! yesterday':s .cor.t ict ,(XS,: 814820~.. ,Dllri:nl.l,.t~e.,:;;'8'Ketn? (at: x~, S15a23, Co A ' 
discovured 3 VC.:'KIA" 2RPG-2lAl\;Jchers~<,13 s;..40',rockete;, :3 lIK ... k7~s" 2 AK':"47 
bandoliers I 10 chica·", .. grenade e ;' ( V> ,'lbe ,of clC?tb~, .. a:r;d ~ Llb of'.;docunents. 
The con;pnny .al/3o:.destl'oyed,12:.bU1.1kQts~in~t.he.~sa.re.;a:r;eao :..ix:C9 Cdn. the saroe area 
found:3 B-40 rockets'j':jtAK .5C).:lc.BP.G...2launcherl ;1;SK8 rille,' 1 9Mn pistol!. 
1 AK-47,1,~ ... 59,,·;l ChiQc;n·;:rp4iQian9l.·~(f1e:.~br,~f.I.r~.$:i1rotl;,this area Co C c -
tinued oper.~t:l:-o~:.to thQ;.\.QQ¢1\:;!jP~·1;151SH 'vic xs 823797,' the conpany engag 
an estm1.ted. VOplatoo.ri:~;,:: 'l;'~Q ~ontact: :wa~ Qupporteq b:.r Troop, 0/3-5 Cav and 
arty and ·broko~t,l600H.:'.Tho'r. a~tion~~e:nJllted in 4 US~jHf. and the eneny ca 
ties are unknown. The disposition of' the hattaliQ'l at nightfall 'Was: mIC Co' E 

A and E at :.FS/}>.B ,S:1oke,~XS,.'l~~69,~,;,. :~o .. ,~. atXS;:S45878; "Co C at· IS. SOS808LL.---' 
and Co D,atXS.BS6'770.c :-, ~,..;.: ~ . .... . 

The 3-39.W·ccmdu,ctedt.recon.in- force' operat:i,.cns ·With Cots A and 13 . 
initially.' ·Colt.' coMueted£obtnobiJ.o'operations frC1!'V XS' 826864 to the northeRst. 
At 11l5H 'l'ic;XS 8,3687·;" thecClr'.pon::r:'star:ted·r(;)ceivin,g RPGJ autonatic wea:oons l 

ani sr.all Ql"I1.8 fire fran anestiT1ated .1IJ' VC, Tl}e· cmpany .reacted with Troop TIl 
3-5 Ca'.p· gunships,; .,arty and TAC.;J:r .. ,' Rcn/.2~47.~Inf1.(M);.~s<pos:i.tioned to the 
north of· the. contnct.:in· a;blockingp:osition;;>.,At,.l2OOH;,:the platoon cane ,under 
heavy autor-atic.:' ~d sl.~1ll.r~,sf;ii'eL:f'r~the~' v~:rbrceb~tt_~rlp~1ng·to,;wi~hcirfl.'W I 
to the z:orth •. ~ ~e. ,two uni.t.s pounde~.;the.en,eF1Y,rr~.bC:xtlLS~deS. all durmg the I 
day until the"VC:brokc'.'ccntact P.t 1830H~, TheAmi,ts':.::SUs:taihod'··5·:iU,<; WF.A·as a 
result of thcl8cti:on::l:i.nd>killcd2'{-W,. .,: Go B .cor.i.&\uCtelt .. rucon in.i'o.:rc.e opel:':-
ations fran XS S43SA) .+'0 the so'..!:'h. . ,At 09:30H'vic XS 845879" the conpany estab­
lif:1jlCd contact with an' esti.n.ated rein.forced:-'VC:Cori:Pant~Co JY'6-31 In! was I 

pl&~Cd OPCON' t.o·'~~ ~7~.? 'Ij:, and r·'.w.~'\:l'rCI:l xs 850~aowe~ ~o the P~ 
--- .... ., .... ,'" .. ,,", ' .. " .. :' .. ·.S;, ...... '. . .', '., . 
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~Ion:ta(~ establishir..g centa.ct rmubiock~f; frOf'!. the east at llOOH. Co "8/2-47 
Int eM) was placed OPcc.n t.o t]:.o 3~39 In! nt 0930H and beGan noving south to 
the point of contact at lOOOH.1!.t llOOIICo 5/2-47 Inf' established a block 
ori,ented north at XS 846800. J\t 1105H tho unit began receiving RA fire. III 
of· the units involved pOl1llded the ,enEl"'Y with TAC l.ir and organic 1rIeapons until 
2000H when, the contact proke~ The action 'resulted in 9 TJS WI!!'. and 21 V€ body 
count.. The final dispositim of the batt.Won was:' HHC at XS 845884; Co.A at 
XS 834876; Co B at XS 842882; anc Co C at XB 847872 .. , 

• • • ,I • • 

,t'-. • 

The 4-39 Int conducted airnobilEl and'rcc·r.n iri torce ooere.t:i ('ns 
northeast of Nba Be. ' ,The operation had negat~ve results am the disposit:1.on 
of the battalion at ~htr411 was,: m;C, Cot's'S andE,at 'Nha ~(X!;l 916844); 
an:i Co C at ·X58,867,72).; r , ..' , ",' "-:. :'" " 

-/:- .', '. ." '-: . _.' . ~' 

The' 'Z-47 'Inf"-(f..!) 'eonducte(f 1:0081 patt-ol:s" .frbrl ,t'hIr'vicinity of its 
night 10catims .with negatiVe' results •. ' The disposition of unit~ 8t n:i.ghtfill 
was: HHC atXs 810a7~;.Cq,Ba.t X~7aoS41; a:rtd'Co' C'at'·X~854887. 

• . ) '. . J! . ~ '. .' 

The 5-60', Inf (M) conduct~ loCal patro1sfrcn i t.e night location 
south of Seig.on 'With 'negative l'esil1ts~ The disJ)osition of;unit~ at n'ip.btt' 1 
was : HHC~~' 00 ·k at xs 815877; -~ Co B at x~ 817872. " , 

"'! ,- .". ~ • 
•• I: , 

, . ,.',~~,~B/7-l:,:Cav supported-Jihe' 3-39 In.r and 6-31" In! . contacts 
killlng 6.. ".VCd,, i ': .. :. ,,::,,; , ' . " ' " ' • . f:o~ Dh-5(.;~ ~"".v.pp~Q~ bothconta.rt.s ,d tb II' gaUve result?] 

t:~ 12 Ma1' 1968: ' Tre 6·~.:n Inf cc·nducted o.irMobile assaulta and foot ... 
l'lobile l·e~cnin·.forc;~ ~r,.~t.:i~-:'~5 ."~! 13~1loo~n, :~l)$~ ·~·J;q.s.tri Q;t. , with negative 
results.The;¢sposi~on,qf: un.:i"t~ ~", ... ;riig.~tf~: W;iP.';;iylHHc,<r.o~,s A and Eat 
FS/PB Sr:o~ .~. (XS ,7a97q9h~GQ:5\:a.t ;XSf~7876j".Co, C(;";}.·$~',X~I-847jS8~t. and »/Q.;.31 
Inf at XS:S04775.\!') :.).' .;,.' ',': " 

The:3'i3.9 lnt and,fl.tta(:hed units pad:"spor8d:l::c-:,' ccmtact .in the area 
of the 11 h,\y1968 contacts ,with "grOlJ.PS of VG:vaI"Jing:insize !ron a fire tean t 
a platoon.', The~groups,:wer~. 'flPread?aridi':appe~e&,td-·bca·the·Ter:mants of the units 
engaged 11 May.' The'battalion' 'field::cP received a total: 'of 23 rounds of 75m 
recoilless rifJj;: 'fire' fr~ anunlmciwn.:'s1zc VC, force. There 'Were no caElU ties 
and the countol"-"-mrtar'fireprcxi1lo.ed .unknown·results-. } .. ,t0836H vic Xf-!' A'- '4 
Co A founc1.20".VC KIA, :,20:B0-40roimds,',1 RPG-71a1incller, 8 /¥-471 s, 2 .I\K 5 r si;' 
and sone ',/eb .gear. 'I.t '1050H vic XSS42SS2,' Co B began receivilll, sniner 1.' 
froc a nippapalit: area~ The ~'!>r.tpany:attacked 'the, eree.,enga,gi~ ani °ki ~ 5 V( 
and capturing.1 ,AK-47. ,'!oo {~OT"P.S:'1Y .. continued to searc!l in the area. ~t. 630H 
vic XS S4l8S1j ,Co B':cngt:ged G VJ platoon killing 15. VC. At 1440H Co '8/2 7 
(OPCON to· 3'~39 :I:rlf) :"ongaged ,c....'1 6atfrated sqUad killing 11 'TC and cp.pturi~, a 
small amount ot,.SIl'.a1.1 ~s :arrt.:lo. The; contact' for all wits was Sl"\orF)dic all 
day. The totals<rar'the da,lT5 e.(:tionow~re·:' ·~·'vc ~Jit';·"~'·AIf-47's,. 2 ftlf-50 15, 
1 RPG-7 laU!1cher .• , 300'lrdF1'ot :.K¥!~7 _¢~,l~O'USi:'l':'500~OOO'ruips'of R.td~on, 20 
D-·'+O rds, ani· 5 RPJ-? ·rd.s.iTh~; d1aposition6f the;'bat,talion 'W8S: ""0, ReoOIl/ 
3,,')':) Inf',and.'~econ/2-47Inf"at XSS4-58a4; :CC)·'A;·;at~Xf-·'84ii8'16'fto;XS 8918'79; Co B 
at XS 846878;' 'B.nd Co Cat XS 843873. : . . 
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The 1 .... 39 In! conducted airpobile ~SS"'l)J.ta' @nd ;foot.rlobile reoon 
in force opera';;'ions with. Co's ry l'lnd C in weste]!'! Nha 'P.e :">istr.ict (:x~ 857R4f}). :\t 
l:300H vc IS 857850.1 Co B disco"ur~d 3 lFC ldllcd' b" arty; 1 R-40 rd, 15 81' n 
sar.tpane., 2 f~-47Is and a Brlallbaf" of i'..K 8T.Il'lO. 'the rest of t.he operRti.(.'In 
negative results. The d:'.spositionOf the battal5_on at ni -rhtfan wp~: 
Co's C a.n:l. E at Nha Be (XS916822),; Co B atX~ 869777. . . 

The 2.-47 Inf' conducted nechanisod reccnin farce operations vic 
XS 857886 with neglltive results. 'l'he,¢i.sposition of the battw.on "at nightfall 
was: HHC at xs 875886; Co B at xs 843883; Co C at X3 854887; and Ren Plat at 
XS 843873. 

, . 

Tm 5-60 W (M) ccnductcd. ~.9.pal. patrols. with negative results. 
The dispos itio~ of the ba.ttalion was.: '~HHC and 'Co. C at Xff 871872; Co B at XS 
815876and~ XS-'$96864"'-7'" .... ;. --_ ... '. :~ ...... ,:_.c ... .,.:·.sE~~ :"::;; .... ' . 

C T::00I?D/3-~. Cav and Troop.B/7~l . Cav suppo~ed; ·'3-39 . contacts wi;;:-7 .' L.:I:H Cav k1l.ling lVC. . ..... . . ":..J ' 
h. : 1) )fa.t·~96~: .. Th~ 4>~31 :JDf' ,.c,Ql)ducted ·.airm.obilc; aS~a,u1t s ;md foot­

nobile rec~ ~ ro~~.opera;t-ions:.\dt-:h,:CoI~/i."C, and D in southern Binh Chanh 
District.. At,:l:93QH:vic Xf) 79r;8JB" Co· D f9Ulld ·1 :VC~,KL\ .Bl;Id two hand grenades 
booby tr!lp~~ ... ·.Thll ~:>r.TA1lr.- dcst::-oyecid3·bunkers· in' the. area. ",,~ lbJi) H the (XUJ1-

pany had, 1.liS,~.f1. fi:cp a Qf.9:7Y' tr.#\P~. <:;.the battalio.n S-" ,airb<)rne over X~ 814771· 
spctte~.3VC KIA flot.;j·::"n;;, il~·td'F:~ri.~ •.. All·~t.hGr·;~era.tit;. .. t bP.c': ... negati 
results. The di.3posi'.:.ion ot: t.hal:battalion at nightfall was: }-;;-:rC, Co's , C., 
and E at, FS/PB,~oke"(XS. 7f!{}'l{J9); Co:B,(FCON to 3-:39 Inf; Co n at xs 79 5. 

~. i .'~;: L·.· 

.; ,The 3 ..... 39.Inf condur;t.::d mOp~Up operations .. soutll of &Ue:m with 
Co'e A .(vicXS 845875, C (v.ic xS.?46S76), B/6-31 (V;c XS 84?e?8)., B/~-39 and 
B/2-47 (vic XS 842880 ani west). tJ.1 body counts ",nd eouipnent Ctlptured iwere 
a result of; preViou,s·,ae:tione. except ,for:1 VC'J'IA lr B/6-31 In! vic "tt' 8498'77 
at 1345H, .and, ,1 Pow. ,captured ~ by :Bl2~4 7'VicX~' :8L:A882 at, lOOOh.,·· V'he totals 
for the'.da7··were~ ',Co 1'/3-3-9· -l.Q .VC .. J:('IA,. 'CoJ3/3~~;9: -.,4. .. lTC ¥L', 'R/6-'11 - 15 
VC KIA., Rcn/3-39 - .1 va K,IA, r./~:-·;;.7~ POW captured .. ' l;(1uiprt.ent c~ptured for 
the CP.y 'Was\:'~:l~J:·/;K-4?;I.S,;: 2:,1JC.;o50!!Si/2-7:~~O rocke'b8,:';31;~~;7.62!.r.ds, 1 Cal 38' 
pistol, .L\'"CaJJ45:pi~ol, 7·c}-lJ.co:'"!l ~nades.l VC flag, 1 VI': map lor1th marJdngfl. 
Co A was Doved fron south of ~aigon to Rach [ien in the afternoon. '!'he dis­
position oj ~ts ~t: l';light;t'8ll..,is.L~~;mte., B/3-39,:o1B/6-;;~,t~·:F.cn 3-~9 vic 

XS '845882.,::.; . .\:':,.::":. ~"/ ".' '::;. " >.>: J-~t:~~ i;"" > .. ~ ." .'. ,:,~: .. ' . 
~~?4~39::Infl':·90nd\lcteci·:~mobile a.ssaUlts~d reoon in force" 

operati9RS no~hwe~t.of.llha :?e:·ni~:h l'J.egat,ive .. resul1!e •. ' .TWt: !'len frm Co' '8. were 
wourJ,\.'ied~·py>a·grena<le' bcoby~t.;,·P.p;...:';"flle. disposition' oj' the battalion a.t nightfall 
was: ~·fHC." Co··s B., E, and C/:'-39 at- Nha· Be (XS.916S22); 'Co C/4~39 at X5847786 • 

...... .-,. ;:.:.q~, .. ;::~;>':" .. J'~ .. ~;:~~, ~~t;}.\·1 -,; I;>"", "", 

,The~ 2-47 .In! (I.{) cond-:Icted·local. security patrols f'r~ the vi or 
tJ;'?ir nightc,locatioru:.; Thecli:~;~ )sition of. units at nightfall was! BRC and 
~i;;n Plt" at xs S8l~.'39.~; Co. B. at X~; :?9jSO:3; anr'l, Co C at IS 846005. . " . 

. rl'he5-60 ·Int •. (M) conducted,. Mechanized recon in force cperatio s vic 
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XS 7578 with COl a: B .. ?Ilc! .. :9 .. ,:' ~lt.)').3()H J~~c )(;S.~'(50?:79 ,. Co,B ~.~ab1ished cmtact, 
with an estir'a:~,;d VC pl;:~tqQlJ:j .. n.·a hoa~lY',bt,mkc;!'et.i··al~e~; Troop, ,n/.3-5 Cav,T·AC 
Air, arty and ore~nic ~~lJons f.ti:.pported thti contac~ • j'lt l600HCo n was .joined 
frcn the west by Co C/5-60 In.t. 'rho cQrlt.act c:ntinued until 2000H ann resulted 
in 6 US KHf.;o 8 us mil'. anci,.30 VC KIlL .. ,'I'~oop n/.3-.5.Cav:~so killed.15.Vc whUe 
8upporti~ the ,5-60 Inf. Thed:.i:=:positicn of the unit at nightfall was: l-lHC 
an Co C at XS 7l(y{96; and Co B at xs 74/.}773. 

Troop D!3-5 Cay scree~d. the Brie AO south of. Saigon and suT.)ported 
the 5-60 Inf' contact. 

l2. Results: . 
I ~. . '. ~ • /. ·",.·;'l! 

a. Frienc;1ly 1088e$ durinF; the c:»peratiol) were: ;"" 
__ •• '. #. ,w~._, ... _ .. _ .,... .• ~ .. ~ ••. , ___ .... _ ...... 

(1) VSl{HA: . .. 4.3 :.~ ~ 

, 
, -. 

(2) US. t'HA: ?53 

b. Encny~os~9s~ during tlle'j.op~""t.;bn wer-~: . 
• "w" ~,,, ': ~, ".. ;<'~). \ ,? ~.~ 'l:.:.... =:>,.? I,:' • "'., , ' 

(1) L I'erf~onne1:. ".,.' : . ; '" ' - i',., '.' .. • ".J I 
, ". ," "" .. 

, . ;. '" " ~ ~ -
, .::~,~. 

. f .~~ ;~: ... !,J t"" 

.# 9 ... ·~.··t ~r':;,,,/,.';':' 

, l. ~ •. 

SiJall. ArrlS • 88' 

Cre.w Served Weapons 
.:. ... ~.::...~:. .( J>~>". ;::. :"J •. r"f';' 

HE'8J'UnO .. . 185 rounds 

i'HC-25 Raciio 1 

5300 rounds 
; :" t .~ _ :." .~ 

Web gea't" . c .... ,~ .:..; '\ .~ 00 ibs' (2;p!)~QJC) '',,':'':'' .' 

Clothes 

Docuneulf' 
l . .. i· 

(.3 ) Equipnent, Desi..:::oyed: 

• r , , 

. ;" 

"'.~ ••. ~. . ~';'"l~, • ". '"'l; 

. Sampans 

Bunkers 
', .. ; 

. : ~ . 

25 1bs (appro::) 
, ." 

12 1bs (apprqx) 

44 
'.' 

426 
", 

. ' '''t 

n. 

. " - .'.: f~ 
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a. No sfghificem. p~Oblcra$ were ,~~ .. red'~ ;~viding logistical 
qport to i~ho·tldQ units dttii"ingtT18 ~~on.. ~;'~"'")'9 In! and 6-31 In! 'Were 
$ippliedb-y a:b- a~1d vehi.cle fNn ,t.tr 'FS!PY.s at :Nfla!.'!e and· F~B Su~, ;ree· 
pSCti~. The' 5-39 lnf, 2-47 !ntCli. 8:rli).-60 lD1 (M) were:resuprllied;bY ai; 
8.tid~Drbattilic:-~ forward trans leeatiOl'l'S 'iilsai~ Binb by veldc~ ... 

. b. Col101.ll"J.;,:.:::.\i::n& throughvut the, c::pt!!!Ntion Were provided by' ~K lloII1 m. 80th RT!' an.l ·tJHF \"!~l~e provi-det1·l:JSr· tble .ctnmu.nicationB platoon, ~, ~ Bde 
'8nd 9th Sl,g Dlt 'j':1~" 3:'1,:;1e h,t'Wal'4 ~iO&l. t)per~~ .~ was ,prc>- . 
vided with linot ) ill€; :'1:' ";,':' the 'It,h Bi~h it~Qt, m .-d cm in , • 

••.• '! 

c. I~~dj.cl~L'mr.pi'rJl''''. ,>,'&: ~ravid'ei! 'bY • !), 9t11 llediul l=\n l'Jcated at 
Can Dot !.ir~ipJ '.i,'~ JI.n, "~V}:. M9~~ a.:re~sde"ftlq>ed during tm ratior, 
aItd -:'llf.+,,('I:rf!Lf~re; ~Ol;:U~il~~d :';. :113., hi.,g~l:r ef'f::.~~en~·; aBd P!'of~s~QlaJ. ,.A1''I.DA 

"',' -' •• " ." :". .,.!., ..... \'·~;'t( .. :i:·:'~ ,;j:- ~ ... ;~.,,-. ..!_::\.".~ .... ' -:. 

d Q ./rhe.(:C)""1+"in\lq~;. cctitn,ct created SOPte· m.~ probl.etqs :i.n ,the ~ ! 
tenance of equ.ii:l'lent., bt&, com:nalld eJifphltsiaM the pierf'onaam:e .of ~1'" 
maint.enance .at , every .Ii\vailable ::'\atI!81'lt remed':teCi thl! 'sit uati on .. 

Co "The probl., ~:f.'~WIe."-:'3·.':~~b~edpr:i:rlar,l ~v .. b:v ,ref.ugee centers 
establi$bed iii SaigOn..by,.Cf1p"'~'~.t~qr@!.l •. ~!-:u.~;-e~~" collocteti ",ere aftcrded 
tr~sporl!a.t.:i'\,l1 b.:: t.~t~ ;B;1.tLtQ"th('\§~.i)Q~er·~ .. ; .~ .',. i'~;;2 . 

., ;-. "; " 

J}h f.l>e9ial~·~r;?,re4t aI)d-}rl~~ilr:icn'~f3': ~ .. 
a. .;\ t,ecl:I.ci.que \If)~d. at· l~S·l1t .was the. use ~. a l1JU...l).l1Cl1capter ~,:,.d/ or 

0-1 B:irri(~'.)gtYl» al,rc::raft- ~ ,l'lith' ;;.':;~rversaboarclW.i. th ligf\t ~jst.ensit1c:ation. 
devices:to QQnliuct.Visua.LreCOIll')aiseance. of' Mle. -.tf:!"W&;rS aId WC" eautll or 
Saigoh. This.denied tRe eneny 'C·he-iU;3e' of the wat.S-P;,!78 aR rnc" s .. 

b. Findil'.g the" ,; .. ::1.1;), . lo~"t",t;. .in· bu:i.lt-up or heavil.;r--fortU':i.ed areas 
ne-cessitatec1,.t-he frequen~":'lse ,")! t~ot,ica.l .air.oupport, artillery ext h : copte~ 
,gmship'13. ' .. In;ad41~iqn ;:'o,,:; . .,r: 'U5.ngi·. :em.r;; ~h$s ,&a:+~;ti!IJ:ktor ~~ . sat. 
l.(:n of units· in eonti:.J.<t:t.;t-o.theL~st·'r.e.v01'itbleatt.&ck positl.on .. alY!l· , • '. the 
<.:;cmy dO"'n.lotlg eaoq;h.f()l" ~i:~;(w~_nts:tp;·arz.i~" ,.,,' .' 

",' ..... .... ,.,;-:; .... . ' .. ,: (; c.' '." -'.'. . '. 
'0" " The~te.chn;q~:·ot'·house~tOr.Muae,=:J.1.ghti~~:,first.~en 1.., the 

Offaneive; once again had te be ue8cFt.o ~rout 'the ~~ fran. posiUons 
built-u, .are~&. ',.; , ,."., • ~.,-:;' . ,!.~':~'" ,:,",. 

~ .. '. . 

- .". ,j " •• , 

. ~. 
,', ~. t·"·-

" ''';i,,· . ".'-.. ' 
. ,,~ 

. " ~'". -;. ....... -.'::; 

'.;. . .\:: - ~: .: 
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d. The Beaton lihilJ,C!r boats attacmd to tM 4-39 In! were used on two 
occasions to ::::,einforct; ur.it.s L'"l contact. After beaching troops, the boats 
were used tc screm the ~latc""1l7">' 

lS. Commander's Analysif..: 

During the eight-day period, the 3d Bie was hea.vily engaged with 
the equivalent· of six VC battalions attempting to infUtrate f;aigon frO!!. he 
south. To counter the threat, highly. mobUo ,defe~~ve pOaitiClls cCJl!t)osed of 
five (S) battalions' ~re positioned aer~~.1;he "sGutijOrnside ot·· thR . citv •. li'rom 
cot:pany to battalion-size base .area ot~:the,J)de':~nducted::l'8con· in torce 
operatioo.s to tb3 south neutralizing t1lUlY 'Vr./rfVA 'farces betore they ccW.d reach 
't'4c defensive poBitiQ18 south of E'aigon. ~ratioiis';of thie type wore l'l8de 
possible througtl ~xtcnsive use _of Assa'9lt HellcoptQ'-c<inpanies (J'.HC) and river­
ine operations.··· -The.battaJiClls: were able to::-:ratd.ctlT··ada¢"to·e1ther mode of 
transporta1?~on, ... ar¥i quicklY.switch frCl!l OnE) to the: other ·without loss of 
InOJOOnt'W:!. Or ti..m. Operation~ were, con.:iucted .. OV'e:r,,~el'1' vary;ng terrain rang­
ing fron rico paddies to built .... up areas.' 10 reduce:.the . hiRh casualty rate 
normally experienced when neutralizing an entrenched enemy :i.n house-t.o-houN 
tigbtin,g,tact.ical. airBtr.ike.s·'were :used ·extensivel.v ~ 'l'he ·ettectiveness ot 
the 89 airstrikes' delivered. in.' aupport DtlXle:operatiOQ:s ··dur.:1,ng. U~ period is 
re!lsdBd,. in the. tinalcastialty'. :ratio 20.3/1. Because' of ·the heavy vegetation 
along the n\Dnerous waterways south otRai$,on, l\ major ~roblem tacinp. f"rtendly 
torceswas~·l~atii1g .. i4heene1V bot.h .during 1".18 atternr'lt to infiltrat.e am ex.f'il­
trate the city. Two of the nost eftective means of locating onr.:nv trooos was 
t.hrough,t~e ,-use ,.Ofa1:r:"qav,troops,-ianq. aquabushes ·.(ambushes alonr. WAterways). 
j;,quabUshe8_placed .along,-. the...'.1Ii'I.r'ious :'WaterwayI.:J in the' -~o provided valuable: in..­
f'Ol"l'lB.tion QD(emrt;r !WithdrAwal:. rout-a!!' and posed ",a, ·constant threat to enerl ' 
movement conducted pr.l.DUU;1lJ', during :po.Ul"S . of· Zcld:i.tc~:v.:ts·abil~.:t;.y.; , '.ir Cll 
troop S ",erEt .. l;lOSt. _e~,~i.ve.: -during: ~arligh~.!b<:tUl"tS.~jW)1~; ~t-p~ (~~du.cted a 
rccon.. .a,nci :~JteA;.:the :.,.p~tu~t.!QJi:·'W~~fl$;h:· "!:~b.rJ;f;in:' tIQ~ge'9P~atians w:t th t air 
organic· ~.al~ 8(:.0~. plat,exm •. :;.',rhe':JL:i.ltJ ,caV:)~tt.:~.q9Jl :~ge~·~eas· ot rain 
in eho%.'t Per.:1~~of. :t{hl~::'Whj.~h. Jnad.~;1b~r.t icl~·!I9~:~o:ar.~~; op~at!~~. Acti 
~onducted du.r:ing ·"w.s:: .pericd .. !.clo.ar:~' ,~onstr.at;«l~ .t;~·.~tfocti veneE'S of a 
fle:dble. detm,Be ~and· aggross1ve. 'InrnQ.U1t ·of: ener.v:,fol'c~'Uh '.~' ' .. ' ,.:. 

,",,\ ! :." 

16. .ReCa2ncB1~t1o~s.: . '. ...::·L~:l~': .':.,< <.; ';':: '~'.:,; ~:;. ... ,;". " 
~. '.~, ~l:;'.I"J~C .... I' •• j -, _:.·S.l} ... ~;'t~ I ~ .• 

a •.. Op~4tionadJl, Binh· .Cha.nh.,_,Be.and.zCap~:~al M'il1tary. Districts, 
Elhould .' cont:i.nuo .·.iunti:l::that:~~ea:>li;~~l;ol'8~¢ .... :pt .:.:aU ;va.QUrl.t J c.:that ·:part1ci'D&tcd. in 
the 2.dOf.tenfd.YQ:·pn:Sa~n .. "i-F~~;. opera:ti.cn~::,should be"catccntrated on intil­
traticnrQw,e4'.for ,s'\lPpl1~Q. and! tlqu;Lpnent .into the ~n. area to prevent 
anothQri.p~U!>.,and:'att.ack on tm.clty. .'. '. . .... 

b~·:'.;i"1ii~ a.;:grc~t':denl~,:ot;::$.rIp~ance rtust, be placed on the <:':tdgon 
area, ·lar.g9iscale op:e~at±ons.;:1!!ustJ.~;bei.;coniucted J!l.ore· f"rsclterrtly in LCIlg i\n an:! 
ot}-ll'!~ provinces-.:'. Dul:tingt,tho.long;~r.tod ;Q:C .• t1meth.at tm bulk of the Brigade's 
for (':I)"J we.r.e:1il~t;hc Saigon: .. areaonly;i]j.rl..;Lted,·operatims "and·,local··sectn"tty tyPe 
oporatims oould bo·.cor:iiucted in-.. otb.:tr.: . .areas.:.:' iLa.ck~iot~;brl.~ade oper~tims in 
Long .i'\.'"land.;elsewhe~e·perrtttted.·.t;he··:tTC: to' :cdhs'truc1:f'.new"base .areAS end !.'lOve 
addi ticnalelements and' supplios into: out;lyinp, '.pra.d!hoea:.···, 'I y. 

',I' I.~,! ;1: ..... '.,'.>' ..... :',,· , .... ~,!'· .... '~I~:~ .. (:\. , .... J~. • 

, " ." ~" 1"""'!l ,.'. '. ,"",' ...• ,' .. ".1'. ., ': .. ' '., :,.;,', . ................ J/PJ •. ~ .-

; , ; ~ 
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c. Inc.re'lf~.:'d ir:~:.:.~an~ r.~u~ be.l>laced on, tho"s~c~ity of bridges' 
along Hwy 4.' ·.l'he hi~r;.\2.y is ::'. vi-:-.aJ,. link bctli~.Jn t.rJ03 capital city of &ligon 
am tho dol:lia region .end is th) l"';>in artery for cOJ'!1!nercial as well as Military 
traffic moving in and out. cf thl Dclta~ It 'Was cl.carly dEll'lonstrated during tl'-e 
2d Ottell8iwon Sni{:on that, too lUgh~y~d bridges,Must be tra.t1'icable at all 
times in order,ter torces,:inLcng ~ anel otherpl'O$ces to rapidly react to 
VC activities"in the ,,Saigonar:::;a..,, " !,;; 

d. 'Coilt'inued euPhasis m;wt be placed on RF/PF out~6ste in the $='i~n 
area and upgrading the elf'ectivcnes8,otthese vital installations.. "TF' and JtVN 
forces mWJt continuo to work in close;cCXlrd.ination in order to ins1lre that 
RF/PF outpoato are provided with all nece.sa1'J" materials and 'Weanoos. ! l!J\"stflJll 
to allow.quicker reinforceJ:IBnt offlF/P-, outp~~s by U<'!anti BVN forces I\'IU~ be . 
developed, in, ord$l" ,tQ..pro.t,e.c,n; th,,$,8 P98itiq1fjl;~a.ni~~all.'Y. ~rior , orces. 
At pre.ent· th1 •. is di#iQUlt ;,:tQ ,ac.ccin;oJ;1stt:c;l~e~Q.,.~.'~~ :,±oee.t~.(\n8 .ot 00. "Oost.e 
ca:ununic e.~i<:llS;. ~d'\:.rBnfJportat~on: pl"()\,!lems..." ;' . j: 

_ ~ ".', ,-_ ...... __ ,_~.." '." ~ ,,:':" ... .:·_-.. i"'"!o<:f"':\-:··::~ .. : .. _-~;-~ .. 

e. Continued' eJnphasis must ,~. p4ced: on" tl\erl'lllior ·.'!Cin.f.iltration 
and supply routes that had through th~ Pla1.n.of .Reeds into. I.ong ftn Pro nce 
and subsequently into,. Saigcn. ! .~ght.·ta;m.1S8iCJn.a..as.:1Iff',:l11:at3 SI.".R and R~i 
HAZE mi~«l<l1Si.1n t18, P4iri.<of ftf;ieds must be"continued in 'ccnjunction with 
c::lqlight,;ltiia81.ona.· " >, i." ," ,~.! :'} ~'. ',V ,:(,v.) . ,:.,. . 

,t.,;·Ji~t:18£~r ~btS,ql~~heq __ nt; ~n~~ be~.)lsed b;." RVN 
.forces .,.u~;(:<)lJtin\l('l .. .l~ .~ .. a! J"ap~l4ti:¥.<\tq,~ lP~~~l?~~',:' l;J;). t-~F.: ,~g~J . ,the, 
iS9U~;Qf.,~+i>~~t.lP.s;~ ,aVP :~~,,11a8 nat: only i:I;lcreascd the f;..re power. and 
eff'ectivenes~ olthe ARVN soldiers, but. haa givon incroased confidence to 
ti.cll- OVOl-Ij;l'i)¥-ing "t'8l'C'8sivc at1fit~Q. 

g •.. CiV;i.Q.,~ct40J\ ,pr.ograI'1~ fb9.\iJ,,1, Qe given ~ded &,!1pbasi:'1 and expanded. 
P:::,:-jact8.::~hQ~(t be:~~cted,vndOlt'~~.·control Of"GVllci.nd.g1ven all possible 
support by. US •. ' It.:I;!.'U~·.~cQ!!eJ'JOl;o!~r a pr,og~ ot .the Vietnamese for the 
IT,j.t>tn ........ s .... · .. ',,.,'' ". t,·, .. ,' •.• '.' •. '.' •... , .... ,.,.' ,,' '-, . '" " ""' QI.i>~ V. .. . '<.~';;_-..:' .:)~"':!~'-'i\ .~ : .. ~. ..;.'.1".,. ...... :: :",.:;~J ... _~~., :.' 
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