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AVDE-BCO . 30 April 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period inding 30 April 1968
(RCS/CSFQR~65 R-1)(U)

e, Operation TOAN THANG was implemented by brigade on
8 April 1968 to complete the destruction of company and battalion size
VC/NVi forces that remained in the CMD area and to interdict and block
those enemy supply lines and infiltration routes that led from Long 4n
Province to the Saigon area. Recurring missions assigned to brigade units
continued. The one company of 5-60 Inf under bde control was employed as
Bde RRF nightly (co.-.) with one platoon located on the Ben Luc Bridge to
reinforce MIVE} security elements. In addition the co conducted convoy
escort missions on highway WL 4 and provided daily security for interdistrict
road clearing teams. The one company from 2-60 Inf under bde control con-
tinued Tan Tru basecamp security and conducted local operations., The
3-39 Inf continued security of designated basecamps and conducted limited
combat operations within the bde AO0. The 2-3 Inf continued operations
in Binh Chanh District from its two FS/PB's and intensified efforts to des-
troy VC/WVA forces and prevent enemy retraining and recruitment activities.
The 4=39 Inf remained at Nha Be and continued the security mission at Cat
Lai with one company while increasing interdiction operations along major
waterways in the district. Operation TOAN THANG marked what appeared to
be an attempt by the enemy to conduct a general buildup and reorganization
of the forces that had moved into the CMD area after the Saigon attacks.
The brigade reacted to this attempt with every resource available to it,
including the use of TPS~25 ground surveillance radar and air cavalry"
troops in addition to techniques that had proven reliable during previous
operations. The concentration of enemy forces was noticeable not only in
CMD but also in Long An Province particularly in Tan Tru and Ben Luc
Districts. Brigade units established contact frequently with sizeable
enenr forces that displayed the same renewed offensive spirit so prevalent
throughout the TET Offensive. Zarly in the operation the Bde CP (Fwd) moved
to Nha Be to control a series of continuous combined offensive operations
to locate and destroy VC/NVA forces and facilities in Nha Be and eastern
Binh Chanh Districts. The scope of these operations included all of Nha
Be District and that portion of Binh Chanh District east of the Can Giuoc
River. Vietnanese forces that participated in the operations included the
1st Marine Task Force, 5th Ranger Group, and Nha Be RF/PF units. In addi-
tion the L6th Regt (ARVN) conducted operations in close coordination and
cooperation to locate, destroy, and block enemy forces in Can Giuoc District
with emphasis on the Long An - Gia Dinh Province boundary. The first day's
operations, conducted by 2-3 and 4-39 with D/3-5 Cav screening forward of
ground elements, produced no significant results. Operations continued
on the following day with the 3-39 Inf added to the maneuver forces, The
L=39 Inf established contact with an unknown size enemy force which resulted
in 6 VC.KIA, 6 AK-47's captured, and 4/ bunkers destroyed. - The third day's
operations produced insignificant results as units completed clearing
assigned objectives and the bde tactical CP returned to Tan An the next
morning. A team from the brigade remained in Nha Be to conduct a survey
of RF/FF outposts and provide necessary support to accomplish upgrading.
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SUBJZCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1968
(RCS/C3FOR=65 ®=1)(U)

The brigade began to experience heavier contacts with the resumption of
intensified combat operations in Long An Province. On 13 April 1968,
the 3~39 Inf with C/7-1 Cav supporting established contact with enemy
forces in the Mouse Ears area of Tan Tru District (XS 6859) which resulted
in seventeen VC KIA (8C). The objective area had been selected from
sightings obtained by radar emplaced at the 2-60 Inf's combat base at Tan
Tru. The 3-39 Inf estavlished a Bn Field CP in the area and remained over-
,—~night. Operations conducted the following day, using D/3-5 Cav in areas
where radar sightings were obtained, resulted in the destruction of a
large bunker complex of over 200 one to two-man bunkers which were recently
built. Operations based on the use of radar continued in the Nhut Ninh
(X5 632594) and Thuan My (XS 713557) areas through 17 April 1968. The
evaluation of operations with the TPS-25 radar conducted by the 3-39 Inf
and D/3-5 Cav in support indicated that the concept is sound providing
certain principles are followed regarding the size and location of friendly
|_forces and the method of intercepting eneumy forces on the move, The op-
timum size unit appears to be a company operating from a field base and
establishing ambush locations along routes identified by the radar. On
18 April 1968, the remaining company of 2-60 Inf was placed OPCON to
st Brigade completing the transfer of the Bn to 1st Brigade control.
The 4=39 Inf occupied the combat base at Tan Tru. On 19 April 1968,
5-60 Inf (¥)(~) returred to bde control with one company and the scout
platoon remaining OPCON to 1st Brigade. 3ignificant contacts in Long An
Province continued to be established particularly on combined operations.
The 2-3 Inf, reacting to contact established bty ARVN north of Ben Luc,
located a large bunker complex with over 500 bunkers, -some reinforced with
steel and concrete, and a partially completed bn size basecamp on 17 April
968, On 20 April 1968, D/3-5 Cav, 3-39 Inf, and two RF companies from < \
tach Kien reacted to an intelligence report in the vicinity of My Le
(XS 7566) and established contact with an enemy force later identified as
the 315th LF Co. Seventeen enemy were killed by US elements and nine VC
KIA's were credited to the RF companies. The Rach Kien District Chief
died of wounds received during the astion., The most significant contact
of Operation TUAN THANG occurred on 22 April 1968 when D/3-5 Cav inserted
its infantry element in northern Tan Tru District. The platoon was im-
mediately engaged by an estimated three VC squads firing small arms, auto-
matic weapons, and 12;7 machineguns. IFT's and fighter aircraft received
heavy AW fire which resulted in one fighter hit but not downed, one heli-
copter forced to land at Tan An Airfield, and several helicopter crew
members WIA, A tactical emergency was declared at 1830H when the size of
the enemy force was placed at a battalion or larger. The 5th Bn, 60th Inf
1 moved to the area of contact by organic APC's and elements of 2-3 Inf and
% 4=39 Inf conducted a night airmobile insertion into the area. Under a
heavy smoke screen established by artillery, D/3-5 extracted its infantry
platoon. The squad establishing initial contact sustained one-hundred per
cent casualties (6 KIA). All units employed in the operation established
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Guarterly Period Ending 30 April 1968
(RCS/CSFOR-65 R=1)(U)
O —_— T

f’ heavy contact with the enemy and follow-up operations the next day indicated

the enemy had engaged brigade units from will-constructed "L'"-shaped bunkers.

On 25 April 1968, D/3-5 Cav again established heavy contact while supporting

2=-3 Inf in Binh Chanh District west of the Can Giuoc River (X5 7779). After } :

insertion the infantry platoon was rnet with heavy AW and Si fire from a ! {

bunker complex approximately 300 meters long. The unit was reinforced by ‘

2-3 Inf and contact was broken resulting in six WIA and two KIA from D/3-5 }

Cav and six WIA and two DOW from 2-3 Inf. The éth Bn, 31st Inf was placed

OPCON to the bde on 27 April 1968 and was assigned a temporary £0 in the

vicinity of Binh Chanh. The unit will be employed as a RRF in the CMD or :

long An 40's and will conduct maximum interdiction operations. The Long :

An - CMD boundary area continued to produce significant contacts and on '

27 April 1968 the 2-3 Inf engaged a reinforced platoon vic XS 783745 which :

had opened up on them at a distance of 10-15 meters from a bunker complex ; ‘

shaped like a wagon wheel. The area was sealed off with two companies and

an armored cav plt and the contact resulted in fourteen VC KIA, four RPG-2 j

launchers, one RPD-56 MG, four AK-47's and one US carbine captured. Five ;

U5 KIA and none WIA were sustained by the 2-3 Inf with the majority taken g
! in the initial stages of contact. Operation TOAN TEANG has underscored the {
i enemy's change in tactics most forcibly demonstrated by his selection of ;
i bunker sites forward of tree lines to avoid friendly supporting fires and i
' his reluctance to establish contact with friendly units until they have en- /

tered his position and can be fired upon from three sides. .Brigade units

are rapidly adjusting to these techniques as the operatlons continue.

Results to date are indicated below: 4
\\ /"——"\

(1) Enemy personnel losses: :

VC KIA (BC) - 116 < 1
POW - 5

(2) Enemy equipment losses:

Small Arms - 28
Crew-served Weapons - 8
Mines/Booby Traps - 14
Rice = 3% tons

Sampans - 69

Bunkers - 1058

Grenades - 36,

81/82mm mortar rounds -.35. : - .
75mm recoilless rifle rounds - O :
60m mortar rounds - 16 ’ ;
Small Arms rounds - 1095 ;
Medical Supplies - 7 lbs %
Documents - 10 lbs

e e AR 8 O Y St e 48 ¢ Yl 5 AR
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Feriod Ending 30 Apr 68
(RCS/CSFOR-65) (UIC-WDF2A4) (U)

g 4 RS 1

OBSERVATION: The logistical requirements of an armored cavalry sguadron
-are unioue in an infantry division, and the type of infantry division found
in Viet Nam (e.g. 101st Abn Div, 1st and 3d Mar Divs, 1st ACD) does not have
the necessary equiprent or demand histories for parts to fully support such
an organization. S '
,/'/
.-~ EVALUATION: Transfer of the 3-5 Cav to ICTZ has resulted in a degradationl
(' of the unit's combat capability through a rising deadline rate. Tanks and
armored personnel carriers are foreign to the 1st ACD and the 101st Aibn Div,
and the ¥arine divisions have no APC's, Therefore the organization of the supe
port elements of these units has not been readily adaptable to higher echelon
services on armored cavalry vehicles, and replacerent parts were practically
non-existent upon the 3-5 Cavalry's arrival in ICTZ. The conclusion is thst,
while a cavalry squadron possesses greaf tactical mobility while in the shadow /

i

of its rather extensive logistical umbrella, a restriction is nplaced upon all
capabilities of the squadrcn when it moves too far from its logistical base.

RECOMMENDATION: -For such moves in ' the future, ccmmensurate maintenance
L— suprort must accampany the unit. This means that an appropriate maintenance
element, camplete with a reserve c¢f parts cn the authorized stockace list,
must be placed in direct support of and move' with the:unit,

f. (C) Organizataon: e e e i.lx - |
Detachnent of Air CaValry Troop

OBSERVATI(N:. The detachment of the élr CaValny T?oon (Tfoop D). from this
squadron has resulted in a decrease in the grcund capabilities of the aguadron.

HVALUATION: Dua to the fluld and wide. ranging nature of cavalry operations,
the role of the air cavalry troop in the.ammcred cavalry.squadron cannot be sat-
isfactorily fulfilled by miscellaneous helicopters temporarily.in support of t?
squadron. The problems: in cqmmand‘5ndpapntrol~hs¥e~been‘aolvea by the attache!
ment of 4 OH-Z3's, but :the: squadron has :experienced:difficulty in finding the .
eneny, fixing him with light, air-mobile forces, amd blocking or screening
avenues of egress.with aerial fires until the combat power of the bulk of the
squadron can be .brought into play-through ground mobility. . :Conversely, this
ground mobility .is also vital to the:operations of the air troop,. particulsrly
the aero-rifle platoon. This element.should not be employed ocutside the capabe
ility of forces: in.the-area to react to heavy contact, and the sguadron provides
mcre of that capability on an hour-to~hour basis than other type units. The
conclusion is that-the souadron is the unit most able to utilize the capabilities
of the air cavalry troop while at the same time protecting the troopn's vulneru
.abilities, \

Lppa—.

RECCHMENDATION 'I‘hat;the aircavalrytroopmf; th"is:é@uadmn not be detached
in the future. - . B T N T S : :

.""s

i/
s
B "” / / r/,f{; 1’f

- HucH J. ARTIEY T . |

LG w7 Armor {; NN

Inclosuress vav‘ el
] - Orqanizational Structure N
2 ~ Roster of Key Persomel - 7 =i-
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SUBJECT: Inclosure 1 (Organizational Structure) to Para 2, Organization
to 3«5 Cavalry Operstional Report - lessons leamed,

1 - 17 Feb 68 .
3-5 Cavalry '
Headguarters and Headquarters Troop (HHT)
Troop A

Troop B

Troop €

Troop D (Air GaValry Troop)

18 Feb - 17 Mar 68

3«5 Cavalry

HHT

Troop A(=)

Troop B . T s
Troop C T
Co C, 2d Bn, 34th Armor(-)

Section(~) Light Scout Team (LST), Troop D

18 Mar - 30 Apr 68 ':‘; R T RIS L S
3=5 Cavalry :

Troop B . -

Troop ¢ ~

Co G, 2d Bn, 34th Armor(-):u;::;

Section(~), LST, TroopD -

HHT

Organizational Struct_u;;g‘ RIS

Inclosure 1

e ey
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- 12 May 68
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Diviaion for Period Ending

30 April 1968, RCS'CSFOR=65 (R1) (U)

(b) 1In all provinces of the division's TAOI, tha enemy is capable
of mounting multi-battalion attacks against targets of his choosing.
There has been an increase in the total number of VC battalions opera-
ting in the TAOI; and the identification of two new units in Bien Hoa
Province significantly increases the capability to conduct epecial type
operations. These units are the K~34 NVA Artillery Battalion and the 4th
NVA Sapper Battalion. In addition, intelligence indicates the formation
of & sapper battalion in Sub-Region E-2, The enewy's most significant
vulnerability lies in the fact that to attack the targets which he has
chosen as objectives, he must mass his forces, increasing his vulnerabil- ‘
ity to allied rirdpower. Based upon an snalysis of all recent intelli- 1
gence, the enemy‘’s most probable course of action is & renewal of his of- & of «

fensive, striking fewer, more carefully selected and reconnoited targets QB cie
than during his Tet Campaign.

e. (C) Operations.

' gan

&k o Ty I

‘ YC
(1) There wers a total of twelve major operations either completed . mall
or in process by the 9th Inf Div during the period 1 Feb - 30 Apr 68. y Hig
Highlights included counter operations to the VC Tet Offensive and the 3
termination of Operations KITTYHAWK and ENTERPRISE after more than one E:
year of contimuous combat resulting in tremendous strides in the pacifi- & in ¢
cation program.- Operstions during the period 30 Jan = 10 Feb 68 resulted & 1o !
in some of the heaviest combat experienceéd by the division since its 3 of 1
arrival in Vietnam. Units were deployed with minimum advance warning and J  tio
demonstrated their flexibility to operate in many different areas and - twet
typres of terrain to include encounters with the enemy in built-up areas & Tho
in the major cities within the division TAOI. E and
g, TRUC
(2) At the end of the previous reporting period, the VC/NVA forces & In'
had juat commenced their Tet attacks with multi-battalion size forces : ope:
attacking major US/FWMAF/GVN installations and province and district Bn !
capitals within the III and IV Corps Tactical Zones (CTZ). During the
period of 31 Jan - 10 Feb 68, the cities of Bien Hoa, Saigon, long Binh, §
My Tho, Ben Tre, Tan An, Vinh Long, and Xuan Loo were subjected to major [ THA!
eneny attacks. In each city elements of the 9th Inf Div, in coordination § Cap:
with GVN forces, met the VC/NVA attacks head on and drove the enemy out : pro!
of the cities by the 10th of Feb. Elements of all three brigades saw <nds
action in the Mekong Delta where the 9th Inf Div is the only sizeable US F comt
combat force. 3 wert
(3) After 10 Feb enemy tactics included small unit actions and in-
creased stand-off mortar attacks on US installations, major cities and TOA?

Page 18
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BUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Divieidn for Period Ending

12 May 68
tod Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)
s capable Alageso The VC also increased attacks by fire and ground assaults ou
008ing. wision fire support/patrol bases (FS/PB). On 25 Feb elements of the
ns opera- J%ﬁﬁd'MF BEn launched a heavy mortar and ground attack against FS/PB Jager
Bien Hoa “¥vic XS 3549) located 3km west of Long Dinh along Highway QL 4 in Dinh
ecial type “fuong Province. On 9 Mar the VC initiated a heavy mortar attack on FSB
and the 4th | Jalloren, a floating artillery base of the Mobile Riverine Force (MF)
s formation ich was positioned east of My Tho (XS 5740) slong the north bank of the
gnificant "Tho River. This marked the first time that the VC achieved success in
¢h he has ttacking this type of FSB. :
vulnerabile ; ' )
t intelli- |} - (4) From.10~29 Feb the 9th Inf Div continued to react to the presence
1 of his ofw= .of enemy forces south of Saigon and in the immediate areas around provin-

ted targete ?cial and district capitals.

S (5) Beginning 1 Maf;fﬁé”&iﬁigiga‘de&eloped plans for major reconnais-
‘gance in force (RIF) operations designed to locate, destroy, and fragment
»VC main force battalions and their supporting units while continuing to

completed maintain, secure and open major lines of communications - principally

Apr 68, ;Highway QL 4 - within the division TA0I,

' and the el : SR N o ~ .

than one (a) On 7 Mar, the 1at and 2d Bdes began Operation TRUONG CONG DINH

he pacifi=- in coordination with 7th Inf. Div (ARVN) principally in Dinh Tuong Province

68 resulted - t0 drive enemy forces away frow My Tho and to eliminate enemy interdiction

1ce its of Highway QL 4 in the provinces.-- On 17 Mar the 1st Bde commenced Opera-

warning and tion DUONG CUA DAN (PEOPLE'S ROAD) to protect and upgrade Highway QL 4 be-

‘egs and SR - tween Cai Lay and the junction of-Highways QL 4 and LTL 64 northwest of My

i=Up areas Tho and to conduct RIF operations. in coordination with 7th Inf Div (ARVN)
and RF/FF forces on either side of Highway QL 4. The 2d Bde continued
TRUONG CONG DINH, expandinrg operations into Go Cong and Kien Hoa Provinces.

VA forces §p'both these successful operations, emphasis. has been placed on combined

y forces “gperations with ARVN and RF/FF units. At the end of the quarter;, the 2d

:Iricthe 'By'Vietnamese Marine Corps (VNMC) joined the 2d Bde in riverine operations.

ng t L e '

Long Binh, . (b) From 11 Mar = 7 Apr the 3d Bie participated in Operation QUYET

d to major THANG in Long An and Gia Dinh Provinces south of Saigon in cooperation with

oordination Capital Military District :(CMD),- Sth Rariger Gp, 25th Inf Div -(ARVN) and

eneny out provincial ‘and -district forces to locate and destroy VC/NVA forces threat=

des saw aning Saigon from the south and southwest and to secure major lines of

izeable US comrunication, Here sgein, coordinated operations with Vietnamese forces
were stressed. - coT e T e e e

8 and in- (¢} On 8 Apr the '9th Inf Div commenced participation in Operation

ties and TOAN THANG with the 3d Bde in Long An and Gia Dinh Provinces, Task Force

. Page 19
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SUBJECT: Operationsl Report of b Infmtry ,Bivision fox: féxﬁ!.od Ending
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOB-65 (31) (U) o

12 May 68

vvvvvv

.....

Khanh Province, ~The§e operations are conducted in. coordination with 25th
and 18th Inf Divisions (ARVN). ‘and, RF/PF forces, ‘The purpose of the
operations is-to locate and destroy the. VC/NV! units in-the vicinity of
Saigon/Bien Hoa and .to- keep them: fragmented, 80 ‘they cannot nass for re-
newed attacks on these mejor strategic population centers. The operation
had been effective .to. the end of the reporting period dim that the antici-
pated renewed VC/NVA offensive had not materialized hy 30 Apr 689

(6) Operations oommencmg9 continuing and terminating during the
period 1 Feb to 30 Apr 68 are aummarizad &8 follouas

oo

(a) Operation conomno X (18 Jan. 68 - 15 Feb 68) The purpose of
this operation was to.locate, fix and destroy the 263d MF-Bn, 514 LF EBn,
and Cai Be Distrioct-Forces. ~On 31.Jan the MRF, consisting of -2d Bde Hgs,
3=47 Inf, and 3«60 Inf, became OPCON to the Senior Advisor IV CTZ and
moved from their pre~Tet positions in western Dinh Tuong Province to the
vicinity of My Tho in response to multi-battalion VC 'attacks on that pro-
vincial capital citys- On:1.Feb: thetwo:US: battalions. attacked north into
the city from the My Tho river.: - They‘engaged in battle with the 261,
263, and 265 VC battalions which ‘had qccupied the city.. The MRF and
elements of the 7th Inf :Div.(ARVN) ‘continued ‘the battle on 2 Feb and by
mid-day had driven most of the VO from the-city. 'The MRF accounted for
116 VC KIA (BC) while 7th Inf Div (ARVN) reported 408 VC KIA. On 4 Fed
the MRF moved to the vicinity of Vinh Long, provincial capital city,
where during the period 5 - 8 Feb they engaged the 306th, 308th MF Bns
and D587 LF Bn which were attempting to seize the city, Results of this
battle of Vinh Long were 138 VC KIA, 4 POW. versus 5 US KHA and 92 WHA
(18 of which were USN) On 11 Feb the 2d Bde returnad to"the vicinity of
Dong Tam and conducted operations in the vicinity of Cai Lay on Highway
QL 4, Elements of 2~39 Inf and 5=-60 Inf (M) became OPCON to the 24 Bde
for this two day operation. Results for 11 = 12 Feb were 2-39th and
5-60th 51 VC KIA and 2d Bde 33 VC KIA. This operation termirited on 13
Feb 68, (See Inclosure 13, 2d Bde ORLL and’ Inclosure 21, Comhat Opera-
tions After Action Report, CORONADO X.) - -

(b) Operation CCRONADO XI (13 Feb - 6 Mar 66), This operation was
initiated in coordination and cooperstion with the 9th Inf and 218t Inf
Divisions (ARVN) to locate and destroy the 303, 306, and 309 MF Bns and
Tay Do Bns I and II, in the vicinity of-Can Tho, Phong Dinh Province, to
relieve the pressure on the city which holds the headquarters of IV CTZ,
The MRF remained OPCON to the Senior Advisor IV CTZ. Om 14 Feb the MRF
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AVDE=-MH
SUBJECT:

] Bns, 3-47 Inf and 3-60 Inf, made beach landings and conducted sweeps north
B along the Kinh Truong Tien Canal, south of Can Tho, ARVN elements of the
9th and 21st Divisions conducted operastions north of the city sweeping to
the soutlwest. A/3-47 Inf found & sizeble ammo cache in the morming
including, in part, 460 B~40 rounds, 200 pounds of explosives, 89 120mm
mortar rounds, plus 500 pounds of medical supplies. Sporadic contact

was estaolished and continued in verying degrees of intensity through

20 Feb, Results for this perlod were MRF: 14 US KW and 73 WHA (evac),
VC: 82 KIA.- On 22 Feb, in response to new intelligence, the MRF and GVN
forces 1n1tiateq 8 rlverlne/airmoblle attack in ‘Phong Hiep District,
Phong Dinh Province and’ThuaniHoa -District; Ba Xuyen Province to locate
the VC 1II MF Headquarters, This riverine movement appesred to have
caught the VC by surprise when B and C/3-47 Inf beached slong the Kinh
Lai Hien Canel, wvicinity- WS 84@1, aThe enemy were :in bunkers along the
canal, but the fighting’ ports were oriented towards the open rice paddys
and away from the canal in anticipation of airmobile attacks. The VC
became confused and ran into the open fields away from: the MRF forces
-where they were eesy prey -to artillery, gunships, and infantry fires.

The VC lost 60 KIA in this engagement against negative US casualties.
This operation in Phong Dinh and Ba Xuyen Provinces marks the deepest
penetration of US Forces into the Mekong Delte to date, On 24 Feb the
MRF conducted a waterborne cordon; serrch and clear operation on the island
of Cu Lao May (vic XS .0109) Hoa Binh-District, Vinh Binh Province which
netted over 450 detainees.. During.the operation,.the 3-47 Inf and 3-60
Inf conducted MEDCAP and DENTCAP: operations. at:.the detainee collection
points. . There.was no. enemy. contact in this one~day operation. Cn 25

Feb the MRF returned to the vicinity of . Can Tho 'in expectation of renewed
VC attacks by the 303, 306, and. 309 MF Bnss :0n-26 Feb, elements of

3=47 Inf and 3~60 Inf beceme. heavily engaged approximately seven km north-
west of Can Tho. .B/3=60 Inf airmobiled into.a hot.LZ;~with significant
damage to helicopters and mary weunded. Ctilre Jlesants of the MRF moved
to support B‘Companyo The: contact- . with the VC in: entrenched positions
lasted throughout the'day: untllfabout 2200 hours. -A sweep of the battle
area revealed 22 VC:KIA. -US. losses were 14 KHA and 51 WHA., During the
night the VC continued harassing the MRF Bns with probing attacks and
sniper fire. - On-27 Feb the area was:swept-again with an sdditional 40 VC
KIA discovered from the previous -day's contact. B, C, and E/3-60 Inf
found ammo- caches including 5.crew served (C/S) weapons, 16 small arms
{84) - over: 15,000 rounds: of -SA"@mmo, 161 RR rounds, 193 artillery/wortar
rounds, plus other -items. Results of the two day operation were: 85 VC
y 22-US KHA, and 83 US WHA, -~On 1 Mar the MRF and three ARVN Ranger
attalions conducted RIF: operations approximately five km sou.hwest of
Can Tho slong the Rau Ram and Cai:Son canals. Heavy contact developed
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in the afternoon. and continued into the nlght, and,scattered contact occured

'the following day. As a result of -the engagement, the enemy suffered 63
'KIA while the MRF sustained. 6 XHA.and .37 WHA. . The.operation. terminated oxn
6 Mar 68. (See Inclosure 13, 2d Bde ORLL .and- Inclosure 22, Combat Operations
‘After Action Report on CORONADO XI.).. . - A e ‘

(e) Operatlon TRUONG CONG DINH (7 Mar - to uate) On- 7-Mar the
9th Inf Div initiated Operation TRUONG CONG DINH in coordination and
cooperation with 7th Inf Div (ARVN) and elements of the 1st and 2d Bdes,
9th Inf Div, and TF.117. The purpase of:this operation was ta locate,
fix and destroy enemy;forces: located in. Dinh Tuong-Province and to re-
lieve enemy pressure on Highway QL 4 and the city of My Tho.. In the
initial stage of the operation, elements of the 1st Bde, 2~3% Inf and
2-60 Inf, corducted airmobile:assaults into an area neer the village of
Binh Phouc, 14 km northeast of My Tho,.and then conducted- reconnaissance
in force operations north and northeast in zone., The 5«60 Inf (M) con-
ducted diversionary reconnaissance in force operations west along Highway
QL 4 and then returned to resume roed.security for the complete length
of QL 4 within the A0, - 2d Bde elements, 4=47 Inf .and 3-60 Inf, conducted
airmobile and beach landings 12 km and nine km east. of My Tho while the
7th Inf Div (ARVN) operated in the area generally north of My Tho and
east of Highway QL 4 with three infantry. battalions, a ranger battalion,
a cavalry syuadron, and several regional-force companies. :During this
phase only light contact was established with the- enemy;- however, action
was characterized by many sightings and destruction of enemy bunker com-
plexes. MRF forces commenced airmobile asssults six km northeast of My
Tho, At 1845 hours on 7 Mar, B/4-47 Inf landed in an LZ and wes engaged
with heasvy SA and AW fire from bunker positions along the rice paddy dikes
south of the LZ. The heavy fire resulted in five downed helicopters.
Fighting continued until, 2400 hours when; ,the  VC broke contact. At 0300
hours 9 Mar FSB HALLORAN, located 10 km southeast of My Tho along the north-
érn bank of the Cua Tieu River, received heavy mortar and RPG fire for
approximstely three guarters of an hLour. Two light fire teams (LFT)
suprorted the action. Results of the enemy attack were two artillery
barges destroyed, four M=102 howitzers destroyed, one US Lilled and six
US wounded with unknown enemy. losses. The 7 - 9 Mar engaiements resulted
in 15 US KA and 100 WHA while the enemy sustained 53 KIA,"9 detainees and
9 SA's, 2 AW's, and many other items of equipment czaptured. Numerous
bunker complexes were also destroyed, 'On 10 Mar the r-ea of operstion
shifted to the southern ares of central Dinh Tuong }rovirce in Long Dinh
and Cai Lay Districts to locate and destroy VC elements and to relieve
enemy pressure along Highway QL 4. Elements of the 1st and 2nd Bdes
operated in this general vicinity from 10 - 16 Mar with extensive day and
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t patrolling along Highway QL 4 as well as reconnaissance in force and
rike operations into suspected VC. locations; also, extensive upgrading
«Highway QL 4 by engineer work parties was initiated. Moderate to heavy
ntact was established during this period, and many bunkers were destiroyed
- ghd' items of equipment captured. On 162400 Mar 68 the 1st Bde terminated
| jhrticipation in this operation and commenced operation DUONG CUA DAN
(?EOPLE'S ROAD), Elements of the 2d Bde continued operation TRUONG CONG
PIRH in the Cei Lay, Rach Ba Rai, Cal Be Districts, and central Dinh
ng Province. On 17 Mar, 5 km northeast of Cai Lay, Task Force Saber=-
(Trp C/3=17 Air Cav Squadron; D/3-5 Cav Squadron; and E/3-47 Inf)
qpnducted aerial reconnaissance and eagle flights into AO Hatchet north
f Highway QL 4. At 1530 hours elements of Comp E came under heavy 54,
{ and .50 caliber MG fire. Light fire teams (LFT) and artillery supporte
t’:.l the VC broke contact at 1920-hours; -Results:of this engsgement
etted 22 enemy KIA while friendly forces sustained 2 KHA, On 4 Apr 68
s 2nd Bde commenced RIF operations in Truc Giang and Giong Thom Districts,
n-‘Hoa Province... An"assault craft; transporting. 3-47.Inf; received B-40
ets; .50 Cal MG and AW fire from the:south bank of the Song Ba Lai as
‘-2 boats proceeded toward pre-selected landing beaches. Infantrymen of
8 3-47 Inf assaulted the river bank under covering fire of naval assault
dft. The enemy, reluctant to yield to.the infantry attack, stubbornly
;dvtheir position,.. The 3-47 Inf suffered moderate. casualties during
Y fierce battle, 17 KHA and STZWHA; wounded were rescued by navy assault
‘qraft while the remainder of the company remained under heavy fire. The
; Inf, several times during the afternoon; came:under. heavy fire as
;they advanced toward the enemy positions, Contact broke prior to darkness.
}7&1 Adr Cav, flying aerial recon, .had numerous contacts, accounting for
.16 VC KIA, :On 5 Apr the operation continued with the 3-47 Inf sweeping
’%be'battle area with no- contact; ihowever, 24 VC graves with flags were -
qne vered. - Throughout 6 and .7:Apr sporadic contacts were made with the
.énety g5 elements of the 2d 'Bde continued sweeping the area. Results of
the four day operation: -39 US: KHA, 166 WHA:with enemy losses at 85 KIA
<and assorted equipment captured:"'During operations on 12 Apr, elements
the 24 Bde found and caused destruction-of-366-enemy bunkers. On 15
:jﬁpfSS the Mobile'Riverine Base (MRB) received: 57mm and 75mm fire. The
. “Benewah' received three hits,-and- the Tom:Green received- eight, both
h-minor: damage: A" specially configured LOM-6- tanker was also hit,
. on fire, and eventually sank.- The-suspected area of hostile fire was

aeardhed with negative results.. Another operation conducted by the 3-47
nd 4-47 Inf -on-17 Apr netted ‘the battalions 78 enemy killed. On 20 Apr;
“the 24 BEn VNMC' joined in° Gperation TRUONGCONG-DINH-in coordination and

‘8doperation with 2d Bde,  The 2d Bn VNMC, although shore based, conducted
¢ riverine opcrations as a third battalion with the MBF On 23 Apr the MuF
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) pexatlons dealt the enemy severe losses in personnel and equipment. Many
king the city. sdvic action projects were compl~ted; and the revolutionary development
of the city | program was raised to & high level. (See Inclosure 14, 3d Bde ORLL, and
Ot°t§r°t¢°t B Inclosure 24, Combst Operations After Action Report, ENTERFRISE)

n the .y
the eastern it (h) Operation QUYLT THAN (11 Mar 68 - 7 Apr 68): This operation was

received during nducted in close coordination and cooperation with the Capital Military

Ly was engaged.: strict (QD), 5th Ranger Group, 25th Inf Div. (ARVN), and province and
weepding north strict chiefs, The purpose of the operation was to conduct consolidation
crossed the perations to destroy the enemy, his infrastructure, installations, supply

W, and mortars. ‘achzs, 10Cs and conduct pacification and revolutionary development through-
fter yaéntainim‘ t Long An Province and specified areas of Gia Dinh Province. Task

& position in ganization for the conduct of this operation consisted of the 3d Bde

ud establish a th 3=39 Inf, 4-39 Inf, A/2-60 Inf, C/5-60 Inf.(M), and 2-3 Inf (199 LIB)
airmobile DPCON to 3d Bde. In the initial” stage of ‘the operation, elements of the

n RIF operation 9 Inf conducted airmobile ‘assdults and reconnaissance in force operations

avily engaged "thin,the A0, Elements of 4-39,.Inf and 2-3 Inf continued extensive day and

ortars. Firas ght operations along the many canals in Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts

irstrikes f Gia Dinh Province to deny the enemy use of the waterways as infiltration
h and to the - routes in and out of the Saigon area. There were no significant contacts
ng, 3 Feb, ; th the enemy; however; by conducting extensive sirmobile assaults and

#ootnobile patrols and embushes,. small enemy elements were engaged with
‘@dgnificant results. .In a period of only two.weeks, the enemy sustained
over 120 killed,; and a large amount of equipment was captured. On 7 Apr
ghe, 2-3 Inf conducted waterborne and airmobile. assaults and RIF operetions
‘ﬁastroying 46 enemy bunkers. The operation was .sugcessful in preventing

area, This

from Ben Tre
released to
KIA; 5 weapons
were captured,

attack. The “#the enemy from moving personnel, equipment and supplies neex.the Saigon
using 82mm 4gyes. Additionally the operations conducted kept the enemy off balance
Fire was “nd. prevented him from grouping his forces for a coordinated attack
Fighting fagainst the. capital city from the south. On 8 Apr Operation GUYET THANG

he VC lost 33 “garoinated. (See Inclosure 14, 3d Brigsde ORLL, and Inclosure 25, Combat

es. US Iwarations After Action Report9 QEYET THANGO)

Inf and 4-39 % RIS e ’

uth of ,F(i) Operation RILEY (3 Jul. 67, = 7 Apr 68) QOperation RILEY. continued
use of the afram the last reporting period. The purpose . .of .this operntion was to
their first 2ffsct internal defense and revolutionary development activity in

the following upport :of Bien Hoa Province, Major objectives were to provide security

or Camp Martin Cox (Bearcat) base camp, provide ready reaction forces

rtar complete
or.:RF/PF outposts. and .conduct strike operations against VC main forces

mmunition, 16

n ENTERPRISE -4n the AO.. Operation RILEY was controlled by the 1st Bde during the

s Operation paxiod 1 .Feb through 10.Feb, .at which time the 1st Bde HQ moved to Dong
Q program in ‘Jam, The RILEY mission was then assumed by TF .Forsyth. On 31 Jan in
re wag : “response to the VC Tet Offenaive9 elements of the 2=47 Inf (M) and 4-39
8 comba
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i Province

Inf moved to Long Binh post for perlmeter,security At 1OOSH C/4-59 Inf - Tt

conducted a motor march to & location:.east: of Highway QL 15 -and.approximatelfg: - utionar
five km north of Long Binh perimeter where' the company established a ig.it‘:y op
'blocking position. At 0930H A/2-47 Inf (M) and -the 4:2" mortar section s;‘1?°=1 co
.moved to Hoi Nsi Village two km north-of Long Binh,- and working closely R :?’“9 op
with one company 2-3 Inf, they made contact with an estimated VC battalion. Qg and clea
. These two companies received small arms, automatic weapons -and RPG fire ;k ;gibuted
"and returned fire with orgenic weapons while LFTs and artillery supported. b, 4 ted t
Heavy contact continued throughout the day until the VC ‘broke contact Ei‘tﬁ' 18th
at 1800H withdrawing to -the north. At:070QH .C/2-47 Inf (M) moved to [ was Lini

vicinity of III Corps HQ andiestablished contact 'and received RPG fire. “:3§:§§r::

Fire was returned with small arms, automatic weapcns-and LAW.: ‘At 1100H ,
B/4-39 Inf conducted an airmobile assault in an LZ near Widow's Village iy ai
(located northwest of IT FFORCEV HQ) and became OPCON to 2-47 Inf (M). } 10c fron
The Scout Plat 2-47 Inf ‘(M) :became OPCON. to B/4-39 Inf, and: jointly, they i the amou
made contact with an estimated VC battalion in the village. Conducting L N3R38U1N
8 joint mech/infantry house to house sweep, .they maintained heavy contact "
until 1700H at which time the dug-in VC withdrew. During these multiple
contacts the enemy sustained a severe loss in personnel and equipment.
Final results of this engagement were: TUS losses—-4 KHA, ‘23 WHA; Enemy
losses~-213 KIA, 32 FW, .25 WIA, 10 IMG, 19 ‘AK 47, 4 carblnea, -and 3
«50 cal MG captured° Operations continued the riext day -in ‘the iong Binh
area and additional items of equipment were captured which:included 8
AK 47, 3 IMG, 9 9mm pistols, 9 rifles, 1 82mm mortars and 1 .50 cal MG
mounted on wheels. On 10 Feb eleuments of 1st Bde were released from the
. RILEY mission and moved to ‘the Dong Tam area for future operations. TF
" Forsyth continued the RILEY mission with 2-47 Inf (M). During the .
' remainder of this reporting period, 2-47 Inf (M) conducted extensive local [ 40. Pre

~day and night patrolling, provided security for 46th and ‘15th Engr work fifhishyﬁy
' parties; conducted roadrunner patrols’ ‘anid; 'established ambush patrols. = been sig
On 4 Apr TF 123, consisting of three companies of the RTAVR, conducted ;  grated &
airmobile asssults and reconnaissance in coordinstion with 18th Inf Div B light or
(ARVN) and 1-11 ACR. No contacts with the enemy were made during the t. Vices su
operation.. On .7.Apr Operation RILEY terminated.. Operation RILEY accounted ¢ 1ights;
for 472 VC KIA; 41 POW and 2 Hoi Chanh, 72 C/S weapons and 152 SA, L~ observat
US losses were 64 KHA and 315 WHA (226 evac). (See Inclosure 12, 1st Bde . forces r
ORLL and Inclosure 20, Combat Operations Afier Action Report, RILEY,) f  Engr Bne
k. with ARV
(3) Operation NARASUAN (20 Oct 67 = 7 Apr 68): Operation NARASUAN . and brid
was continued from the last reporting period by the RTAVR, The purpose oonducte
of this operation was to conduct combat operations, PSYOP and revolution- t  spotted
ary development support in the Nhon Trach District to reduce VC/NVA b engaged
influence and to enhance the long range pacification effort in Bien Hoa 3 Inf inse
Page 30
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. C/4=39 Inf ' Province, During this rej rting period the RTAVE mpported the RVN Revo~-
nd approximatelfi: Jutionary Development (RD) Program through civic action projects and mil-
ished a f. 1tary operations that contributed to village and hamlet security. Numerous
ar section ¥ local combat and ambush patrols, waterborne patrols, and recomnaissance in
ng closely { force operations in the Nhon Trach Distriot, in addition to the roadrunner

. VC battalion, I @nd olearing operations along Highway QL 15 in long Thanh District, con-
t:ibuted significantly to the overall pacification effort, The RTAVR con-

id RPG fire
Ty supported. d!wted these operations in coordination and cooperation with elements of
. contact 3 ﬂ;c 18th Inf Div (ARVN). Throughout most of this period, enemy contact
oved to . wap limited to infrequent squad/platoon size pncounterso On occasion the
. RPG fire. §: BTAVR made contact with company size enemy forces, but the VC elected to
At 1100H k. ¥ithdraw immediately or not become heavily engaged. Waterborne operations
g Village ¢ uging airboats along small canals blocked the most probable southern VC
Inf (M). 10C from west of Bearcat into Thu Dug District and successfully reduced
ointly, they & the smount of supplies and. equipment moving through the area. Operation
Conducting 4 NARASUAN terminated on 7 Apr 68. VC losses during the operation were 158
eavy contact k- KIk, 5 POV, 30.C/S weapons and 106 SA. Friendly losses were: RTAVR: 28
se multiple ‘KHA and 99 VEA (75 evac); US losses: 9 WHA (evac).
quipment.
WHA; Enemy : : ~ (k) Operation DUONG CUA DAN (PEOPLE'S ROAD). (17 Mar 68 to date): On
ana 3 17 Mar 68 the 9th Inf Div initiated Operation DUONG CUA DAN in cooperaticn
e 'Long Binh f snd coordination with the Tth Inf Div (ARVN). The mission is to conduct
cluded 8 e 'operationa in Dinh Tuong Province to prevent VC interdiction of Highway QL
50 cal MG ; 4; to provide .security to allied military and civilian traffic, and to up-
ed from the §° grade the surface and mske repairs from Cai Lay to the junction of High-
tions. TF f° ways QL 4. and ITL 6A., The operation emphssizes coordination with all lev-
& the P els of Vietnamese military and civil governmental organizations within the
tensive local w AQ. Present planning calls for the local RF/PF elements to assume the
. Engr work k- ‘highway security mission on or about 1 Jul 68. To date the operation has
patrols, i been significant in the increased participation by RF/FF units in inte-
conducted i grated ambush patrols and the comnitment of company sized units to day-
8th Inf Div [ light operations.. Maximum utilization has been made of surveillance de-
ring the fvices such as starlight scopes,.seismic intrusion devices, radar, search-
ILEY accounted JE 1lights, infrared equipment, scqut dogs, tracker:dog teams; and night
2 Sh, e~ observation devices. Extensive sweeping operations were employed by those
12, 18t Bde ¥ forces not conducting .night activities. Elements of the 15th Engr and 86th
RILEY,) ¥ Engr Bns made extensive repairs and upgraded the highway in coordination
. with ARVN engineers; as well as, performing daily mine clearing operations
n NARASUAN f and bridge repairs. :On 2 -Apr 68.C/2-39 Inf inserted in vic XS 310522 and
he purpose - oonducted recon in force operations-to the east. LFT's from the 128th AHC
. revolution- i spotted a VC force in the open:at 120TH in the wicinity of XS 318519 and
VC/NVA I enguged them. C.Company followed up with an assault, and at 1418H A/2-39
n Bien Hoa f  Inf inserted to reinforce .vic XS 330523, Results were 12 VC KIA (BC) and
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94 detainees. On 8.Apr 68 C/2-60. Inf-located 'a large weapons'cache. A4t
09558 B/2~60 Inf vic XS 365545:found-a US carbine; 34 cratering charges,
and one case of blasting caps.. At 1000H: C/2-60 Inf found 1 120mm mortar
with bipod and no baseplate, 60 57mm RR rounds;.40 RPG rounds, 50 gre-
nades, 14 7.62 SA rounds, ‘1. 82mm mortar. round, 600.pounds of TNT, 50
bangelore torpedoes; 28 fuse devices, :and -72 mines. At 1730E vic X8
320433 C/2~39 Inf found 1 .38 cal pistol, 7 57mm RR rounds, and 24 pounds
of C4 explosives. On 11 Apr 68 A/2-39 Inf &t 0815H vic XS 310510 policed
up 20 detainees from:a large group of people. By 0930H A, B, and E/2-39
" Inf had detained some 90 detainees in the same general srea. At 1417H Co
- A/2-39 Inf was airlifted in response to: a call for assistance from a CIDG
company vic XS 196557, The CIDG unit had been ambushed, resulting in one
 KEA and two WHA. C/2-39 Inf assaulted into an LZ vic XS 200546 at 1420H
in support of the CIDG. Companies B and C reinforced later in the day
around 1600H after A/2-39 Inf received AW fire in'the vicinity of XS
200546. Sweeping through the area with the CIDG unit on the right flank,
the units came under heavy SA, AW and 82mm mortar fire.
18 to 20 VC in khaki shirts and trousers and :some dressed in -short black
or grey trousers, none wearing bats.. The 2-39th Inf reported 19 VC KIA
(BC), and supporting gunships had 6 VC KBA.  On:29 Apr 68, A and B/2-60
Inf established heavy contact with’'an estimated VC Bn wic XS 233573,

Artillery, TAC Air, LFT’s, Spooky, .and.a CS drop were employed in support.§§

Results of the action were 6 US KHA and 6. US WHA (evac)s - VC . losses were
4 KIA (BC). Contact was broken at. 2345H. . The following day A/2-39 Inf
and B/2-39 Inf conducted recon in force operations in the vicinity of the
previous day's contacts by 2-60 Inf. At 1300H C Company discovered a
weapons' cache vic XS 265568 containing 23 AK-47's, 1 60mm mortar, 36

eupty AK-47 magazines, 90 60mm mortar rounds, 3 five pound cans of grease, ;

6 25 pound CHICOM claymore mines, and 21 electrical blasting caps. A
Company located a cache at 1325H vic XS 269568, The cache contained 1
cal .30 Browning MG, 1 RPG launcher; 200 bangelore torpedoes, 10 SK ri-
. fles, 500 feet of electrical cord, 3 cans of fuse, 39 RPG~7 charges, 25
RPG=7 rounds, 55 fragmentation grensdes, and 13 concussion granades.
Also, A and B/2-60 Inf returned to-the area of contact and recovered 13
VC KIA (BC), 5 ARK=47's, 1 magazine with an unknown amount of ammo, an AK-
"~ 47 cleaning kit;, 1 CHICOM grenade, and .10. pounds of medical supplies.
Materially contributing to the success of the operation to date has been
the willingness of the local population-to come forward and volunteer in-
formation on the enemy compared to past experience in the same area. 4
deliberate campaign has been directed towards instilling in the local
population the importance of keeping the road open and its relation to the
economy of the Delta area. - In many cases the people have assisted in ac-
tual repairs showing their growing concern over the impact on their
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j7? general well being and prosparity.
[, risked by an elderly couple living in close proximity to the highway. A

:1 a# well as they could and risking their lives by doing so.

= 12 May 68
Operational chort of 9th Inrantry Division for Period Ending
30 April 1968, RCS csm-ss (r1) (U)

Of note in this vein were the dangers

9th Inf Div company was engaged in a fierce firefight several hundred
yards from their home, An infantryman was badly wounded yet managed to
wake it to their home, The couple took him in and hid him, aseisting him
Later after
the battle was over and an element was pearching the vicinity, they open=-
ly approached the elament commander .and led him to thcir houac where the

2 mnn was hido

[ elso the interdiction of VC/NVA LOC into the Saigon area.
k. Army Volunteer Regiment (RTAVR) and Task Force Forsyth with the 2-47 Inf

() . operation TOAN THANG (s Apr 68 to. d.ate)°~ The 9th Inf Div

i? participates in this operation which includes all US/FWMAF/GVN units in

ths area surrounding Saigon as a follow up to Operation. QUYET THANG. The
operation is-aimed at the location and destruction of- -VC/NVA elements of

the Sth VC Div and VC Sub-Regions. 2, 3, and-4 in the division TAOI and
The Royal Thai

(M) and the; 6=31 Inf. conducted opsrations in coordination and cooperation
with the 18th Inf Div (ARVN) in Nhon Trach and Long Thanh Distriots, Bien
Hoa Province .and western Xuan Loc District, Long Khanh Province. The

3d Bde with the 4=39 Inf. and 2-3 Inf (199th LIB) .in the Kha Be and Binh
Chanh Districts, Gia Dinh Province and with the:3=39 Inf .and 5-60 Inf (M)
in long An Province conducted operations in coordinntion and cooperation
with the 25th Inf Div (ARVN) and other ARVN, Ranger; .and Marine elements.

E A1l 9th Inf Div slements worked closely with local RF/PF units.and the

L et i g B e i e
" A B e

[ national police.
§ the 3d Bde forces, have.been the extensive use of artillery ‘radars

Significant tactical techniquca employed, especially by

(AN/TPS=25) to datect larges ascals enemy movements to identify enemy LOC,
and the "Aquabush" or night ambush patrols on water LOC leading into
Saigon, Throughout mest of this.gperation, enemy contact has been limit-
ed to squad: or platoon sizs encounters. From 8 = 20 Apr there were no
significant contacts esteblished by elsments of the 9th Inf Div partici-
pating in this operation; snly sporadic and light- contact was established
resulting in 5 US KHA, 28 :WHA:and .71 VC/NVA KIA. On 22 Apr D/3=5 Cav,

the Air Cav Troop, conducted gerial recon and .airmobile assaults in north-
ern Tan Tru .District, vic XS 604704, D Troop iuszrted its Aero Rifle
Platoon (ARP) in .the afternoon which bescame immedi.vely heavily engaged
with an estimated enemy battalion and sustainad h:.vy casualties. LFI's
and fighters supporting the.contact :received heavy AW fire resulting in
damage to.several helicopters. : A.tactical emergency was declared at
1830H, . Elements of: the .5=60 Inf {}).moved. by.APC ‘%o .support the contact,
while elemente of 2=3 Inf, 3=39-Inf,; and 4=39 Inf.conducted night air-
mobile insertions into the area.  All units were: engaged in. heavy contact.
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In the aarly morning hours of 23 Apr, the ARP vas exmracted undsr a

heavy smoke screen created by. artillerys The squad establishing initial
contact suffered 100% killed (6 KHA) after it bhad advanced to within 30
neters of the enemy bunkers before receiving fire. D/3=5 Cav was cred-
ited with 35 ensmy KIA. The enemy dead were found vearing blue uniforms
and steel helmets indicating NVA troops. On 24 Apr TF Tower with the
247 Inf (M) and 6=31 Inf in coordination with the 1st ATF conducted a
spoiling attack aimed at a reported NVA artillery battalion in the Hot
Dioh area of Bien Hoa and Long Khanh Provinces. -This operation continued

with negligible contact until 26 Apr. On 27 Apr the 6-31"Inf became OPCON | i

to the 3d Bde to act as a mobile reaction force;in southern Gia Dinh and
northern Long An Provinces: i On 30: Apr-3=11 ACR and’ B/7=1-Air Cav becams
OPCON to 3d Bde to inorease the protection of ‘the southern flank of
Saigon in Gia Dinh and Long An Provinces in anticipation of renewed VC/
NVA attacks, The measure of success of Operstion TOAN THAKG. is that up
to the end of the quarter, the enemy had not been able to renew his of-
fensive attacks against Saigon despite rumors and intelligence reports

" that such attacks had been plamned, Results: for 9th Inf Div units for

' the quarter were: - 183 VC/NVA KIA, 4 POW, 11.C/S weapons and 42 SA cap~
" fured; 25 US KHA, 97 US WHA (49 evac), 1 MEA and Rmava 1 WHA. (See In-
closure 12, 3d Bde ORLL Yoo

(7) Combat Support Activities.

(a) Artillery Support.

1 Several firing batteries and battalions of artillery with the 9th
Inf Div were required to operate both in the rugged jungle terrain of the
Bien Hoa Province and in the rice-paddies of the Mekong Delta. Timely
and coantimious fire support was pxovided t6 divisional elements, Army of
the Republic of Vietnam units, and Regional Force/Popular Force Outposts.
Twelve firing batteries from II Field Forces Vietnam Artillery were used
at various times throughout the quarter to supplement the fires of 9th
Div Arty units, primerily because of the. large Tactical Area of Rasponsi-
bility of this division.

2 Artillery with 9th Inf Div fired a total of 313,660 105 rounds,
87, 402 155 rounds, and 8,953 8 inch rounds during this quarter in support
of division operationso These figures do not reflect support from adja-
cent firing elements as figures were not obtainable for those fires. A
chart reflecting & bregkdown of rounds fired by artillery with the divi-
sion is attached as Inclosure 6. Reference also 9th Inf Div Artillery
Operation Report-Lessons Learned for the period 1 Feb - 30 Apr 68 which
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under a ‘s being forwarded under separate cover, S——
hisfiizitigl e (b) Helicopter Gunship Support. The $th Aviation Battalion gunships Y
° g .,: 2,929 sorties. Missions included escort for VIP flights, aerial . |
{ v‘:ﬂ;;‘ - ~ﬁ;p acement of artillery by cargo helicopters; medical evacuations; riv-
::;th th:rms ar.and road convoys, countermortar/rocket standby and suppressive fire

hport for units in contact. These light fire teams (LFT's) accounted

'zid‘ég'“g : - Ti33 VC KBA (BC); destroyed 182 structures and damaged 74 others;
6 o royed 163 sampans and damsged 58 others. D/3=-5 Cav, under operation-

éog oontig;ggn. ,Qontrol of the 1st Bde, supported long range patrol (LRP) insertions/
Gia’;;ﬁ; d 'Etlons and prov1ded nightly counter-mortar/rocket standby at Tan An
r Cav beo:n ng Tam base campsy’ C/7<1st Air Cav provided support principally
lark of ne st and 2d Bde operations in Dinh Tuong Province throughout much of
m.\'&d VC/ Mtero [ .":".' (’_\,4. e e “: B ~\“J~;u=: :‘ L —Mf/‘
@i: ;::toﬁf (o) Tnctical Ar Suggorto ‘.“f"
F:n§:§°§§; 1 Normal air support was received from fighter aircrafto The Combat

42 S oa & Spot was proven very effective against enemy base camps. The sky spot
’ (See Ii: “radar controlled fmghter and ‘these missions are flown during the
b S of darkneSSo

.”A summary of tactlcax air support for thp quarter is given in In-
(d) Stranegic Alr Sgpportg
:iiii:h:fstﬁo Thie nir support d:ring the quartar consisted of two strikes., On
2. Timely 1900E Feb 68 a nission was flown resulting in 3 AK 47s; 1 five pound
ate, Army of g of ‘ricey § pound. of medical suppllesp 1 NVA uniform;, 1 OD uniform,
nioe'Outposts y @1&stersg ‘and 1 song book captured. . The- second mission was flown on
@y vere uaed. Q0K Feb 68 and 25 bunkers destroyede ST .
f:; giszzisiJ Strateglw Air Support was’ llm;ted due to- the hzgher priorities in
11 CTZ areas during. this perlodo

05 rounds, (e) Naval FuJeSugporto There ‘has been no Naval fire support rendar-
.er in support - cept that gaven to the 2d Bde as part ‘of the Mobile Riverine Force,
't from adja= X -
e fireef d: f ) Ghemlcal Suggg o o
.th the divi-
r Artillery 1 E6% Personnel Detector:  This qunrter the Division Chemical Sec-
pr 68 which I flew & total of 38 hours covering 23 missions using the E63 Manpack
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This represants & decrease of

AVDE-MH
SUBJECT:

Personnel Detector (People Snlffer)
approximately 55% from the previous quarter. The primary reason for this

' decrease has been the non-availability of aircraft to the section. Re-
sults were reported to. the G2 for inclusion.in their . compilation of in-

telligence indications.

2 Riot-Control Agents:. . Bulk CS was dropped from CH-47's contamina-
ting VC base camps, lines of oommunication and infiltration routes. Over
26,500 pounds of bulk CS were.dropped (325 drums). This represents a 40%
decraase in the amount of CS used this quarter from last quarter, A
total of 54 E158's were: employed. thig.quarter. This is an increase of
22% over last quarter. Last quarter there were 41 E158's employed, There
would have been an even greater use:of the E158 except for the non-avail=
ability of the munition, Since this is:-an axperimental item, -the pro-

duction rate has been low, e LT L e

3 Defolintion: There ‘were no- detoliation nissiong: flown by the 9th
Inf Div Chemical Section this quarter; however, 7th Air Force has been
carrying on defoliation missions in the Rung Sat. ,

f. (U) Training. | L

(1) During the reporting period, division training consisted of the
following:

(a)
(v)

(e)

(2) Replacement Treining consists of five and one half days of in-
tensive orientation designed to prepare the individual for combat in
Vietnam. The Reliable Academy, a provisional organization formed by the
9th Inf Div, conducted all replacement training. The following table
shows the number of personnel trained during the revort period:

Replacement Training.
NCO Leadership Training.

Battalion Refresher Trainlng.

Month off B
Feb 15 1218
Mar | , 70 1807
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‘ease of Apr 70 , 1103
:ason for this _ ‘ :
iction., Re=- ] 6=318t Irf 54 ' : 727

wtion of in-

]
s f(3) In addition to receiving the normal replacement training, oom-
grade officers and non-commissioned officers received an additional
@ day orientation keyed specifically to the situation in Vietnan.
-Jatest equipment in use in Vietnam is demonstrated when practical,
ndtthe capabilities and limitations of support elements are discussed.

‘s contaminage
routes, Over |
yresents a 40%

irter, A R hundred forty-seven officers and 637 NCO's attended this course.
increase of
iployed. Therej ~¥(4) The 14 day BCO Leadership Course is designed to raise the pro-

the non~avail- ancy level of small unit leaders within the division by presenting

1, the pro- truction in the principles of leadership and instruction and practical
@roices in the siills required of jurior leaders. The course is aimed
u»~specialist and junior NCO who have not had the benefit of prior
m by the 9th 1 leadership training and who will probably be required to assume a
3¢ has been rship positien during combat, - During the past three months, 660

jonnel have completed the NCO Leadership Course,

tv(5) Battalion refresher training is conducted by the maneuver

falion on a schedule of one day training per company per week., This
Plexidle scheduling ellows timely instruction and also permits each
euver ba*tallon to complete its refresher train.ng each montho

sisted of the

s %%0 The. 9th Inf. Div. continued uu;ing this. reporting perlod to
gvalify. personnel in specific MOS!s by sending them to courses being
. unted for this yurpoee by supgort uniteo - :

& (C) gist; 28, Dur1ng the quarterly perlod ending 30 Apr 68,
.geical activities continued -in support.of .the 9th Inf Div and its

days of in=- gtions.  There-wera several significant problems in providing re-
combat in ﬁiy of all'classes-of supplies during the-diritial phase of the VC Tet
formed by the ve, “During-this phase of ‘theiTet Offensive, all classes of supply
wing table xiished to-9th Inf  Div base camps at Camp Martin Cox, Tan An, and Dong
iod: *vore reduced because of- intgnse combat operations in the Saigon area,
ghivpe the 506th’General:Depot- is' located, and the interdiction of main
h2 4 opiy- routes- that lead to 9th Inf- base camps. To alleviate the short-
pggs*of Class I, II, & IV, the 9th Inf Div provided its own logistical
18 Yo .ys with tacticsi security to make  scheduled- pick<ups at the 506th
ineral Depot- and deliver these supplies to Caup Martin Cox, Tan An, and
07 g Tam, During the period 31:-Jan 68 - 10 Feb 68, perishables normally

ceived from- Seigon were not  available, Measl Combat Individual Rations
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~ 3D BRIGADE, 9TH INFANTRY WIVISION
| PO SAN FRANCISQO 96373 o

AVIE-BOD . o T Augusb 1968
. SUBJECT: Combat Operations After ctien Repcrt (mcv/ncs/Ja/az) (v)

‘-1

THRU: Command Channels.. . - L et

TO: Camnander : ‘
’ U.S. l»ﬁ.htary Assn.stance Canmand, vletnam
. ATTN: J3£;3 . : :
APO 96243 . U e T

‘A‘* e ~5:V-- IR erd L

1. Name or. Identz.'by and/or ‘I'ype of Operaticm. Ccmbat operatim to defend
southern approaches to Saigon—»GMD area and defend key installations in southern
Saigon-CMD area, i . .

2, Dates of Operatn.on. 6. May - 13 Na;r 1968 |
3. Location: Gia Dinh Prov:mce, Nha. Be and Binh Chanh Dist.m.cts.

4+ Control or- Cammnd Headqua.rters, Headquarters, 3d migade, %h Infantry
Div::.s:.on in. com'd:l.natim mth GG, GMD. R - *i

5. Reperting Officer-' Colonel Georg,e C. Bsneon, Comnding Ofﬁ cer, 3d Bde,

9th Inf Div; Iieutenant Colonel Joseph'H, Schmalhorst,. Coarmanding Officer, 6th
Battalion, 31st Infantry; Lieutenant .Colonel Anthony P. Deluca, Commanding Offi
3d Battalion, 39th Infantry; Lieutenant Colonel Robert L, Adcock, Commanding
Officer, 4th Battalion, .3%th Infa.rrtry, Lieutenant Colonel John B, Tower, Cummar.
Officer, 2d Battalion, 47th Infantry; Lisutenant 00101'131 Pric P. Antila, Commar
Officer,;Sth. Battalion. (Meghamzeg) »” 6om :;nfantrv.

gp e oo
25 A,
Sretiieal - Lo AN

6. Task Organizat:.on f" Q '4 S SRR
as U,S, Forces:v ; ‘~ ’

(1) 6-31 Inf, - U
-3=39 Inf . B e
439 Inf .. S )
“2-47 Int {eff 09 Lay 68) PR  A S SR E Ve

‘ «5—60 Inf. (H) L=). .~ naw o .. ,.. FEGRADED AT 3 YE
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87359 ,

{2) Brlgade Gcntrol-

B Trp, 7—1 Cav. ("'-—13 I.av 68)9 v el meand 2ooe s
D Trp, -3-5 Cav (8-13 May 68) B
C, 3d Bde, 9th Inf Div.
24, Arty -(=3.:D8
.. Btry B, .7-8: Arty (8 in a.ud* 1’?5mn) FS: Relnforcing- SE
Bry<Cs -84 rArty (155mn) Reinforcing
Btry B (-),V1~84 Arty” (J:ssm) Roinforcing
3d Plt, 9th ¥ Co (Spt)-
3d Plt, Co C, 9th Sig Bn- (%vt) o
Co D, 709th Maint (Q)‘b) ’ -. - S
" Co:Cy-15th Enge- B (DS). ;oo 0 o
-'»;"CoC,‘?thMedBn( ) S
3d Plt, 335Rnc(5pt) o o
Sec, kth-h Plt; 2d: CA;Cor oo pt) - i (1
AV. P1d "Tui,: 246t h PSTOPS Gc’(Spt)
2d Plt, C Biry, 5-2 Arty (DS)
2d Plt, H Btry, 29th Arby (DS)
IS .:',. o A" l

b, Vietnanese Forces operat:.ng i‘n close coordinatim md cOOpa'atlon

\ P iy RIS R

-3

TE et

vith 3d Brigade, units- Lo ST gadis tronghek b
30th: R:wer Aasault. Gmup (m) (mvu)~ SRR 57,-:;-. i e
_RF/PF Forces, GiaDinh Province: PEIEEUE AT TR T
¥ha Be and Binh Chanh District Forces
Capltal mlitary D:Lstrlt 5 Fcrces T L S

’?; Supporting Forces' “< ’ .

II Field Fcrcea" Aviation Lh:.ts 25 SRS YA
5th USAF V S
1st Log Omd i o . .’%:‘_

8. Inte]Jigence‘ . “Eemy - situation price- to the May (2d) Offérisive:
Reporting Perlod' 1 Apnl to 11 May 1968 -

Buring this period e.ll enemy activlty in sub-region 3 indicated massive efforts

to resupply, train and provide recruits. to all VC/NVA units suffering from the

heavy losses sustained during the TUT Offensive, At the same tive, the enemy

continued harrassment of Allied and ARVN installations throughout the TACI con~

centrating on attack by fire and avoiding contact except where their base areas

were challenged. It was -obvions during this period that the enemy's rebuilding
forts. Were pointed towards a second offensive in the Saigon area,

jor battahon—s:.zed elements in our AO became inereasingly difficult to engage.
or apparent security purposes, traditional enemy unit base areas were abandoned
ith only token RF represemtation, movemeit patterns seemed erratic as the enemy
~ attempts to cover their subsequent movement -into attack positions south of
Saigon, In additimm, . indication was received that some IF and M company-size

T




element.s » mma.l.ly cparc.tz.ng s-»perately, were unitmg in a effort to bolster the
attack strength of the larger LF units.: LF eléments in the 3d Bde's immediate
area of interest around U3 iustallations, began coordinat.ing attacks in order.
to cover the maneuver of the Saigon attack forces.' Increasing W command empha-~
sis was placed on terrorist activities, interdiction ‘of Jines -of commmnications,
sabotage of Houte 4 and attacks by fire.on all: atrategic ‘points in sub-regions
3. Interdiction along Route 4 was especially hedvy batween' Tan An and Binh
Chanh. Specially formed sapper slements initidted more frequent route-severing
attempts along secondary roads leading'to and<fiom gll US subordinate installa-
tions. Attacks by fire increased on ARVN, iF/PF OP's and throughout sub-region
3. In an attempt to hamper reinforcement efforts by Allied and ARVN units,
combined LF elemsnts put ever'increasing -preasure on ‘the Tan An and Ben Lyc
bridges. At .Vayious: times both’locatibns came under mcket, morbar, gro and
probing a.t.tacks. "During this reporting ‘period; éspecially in the last two weeks
of April, pressure was exerted ‘on all" major Allied and ARVN installations |in Can
Duoc, Can Giouc, and Nha Be Districts as a diversion to the maneuvering of the
attack elemmts -in positions: south of ‘Saigon, ‘

The bulk of the offensive from the south was to be borne by the 3d Independent,

506th LF,. and Phu Loi II battal:n.om with the aid oﬁ 'supportlng elements fmm
the 5th Nha B&Bn. Sy

The enenw‘s ov:az:all p‘lan for the attack dn t-ha »southem xsegian haa the 2d Ind,
506th Phy-Loj-dXrand: supporting elements from thei5ith &hs, Be attacking .and
occupying .the..Tth, &thsi and $h: Precincts along Saigon's: southern extremities.
The D-16 LF and ‘the 268's Bn with. supporting réar. elemsnts. were to provide
diversion by attacking from U : ...}mthweat into i;he,. Gholon-Pm Lam area, -
Cyoden i Lag LoE . .

9. Ha.ssionsz c-_;' Sive taTs 4: on A AR

a,. Deploy t,ha 3d rBda soufsh of‘Saigon to deny“VQ/NVA forces access -
to the c:}.ty. RPN o

olg'

PN * l‘
“K [N

b. Defend key installa.tlon& south of Sa:.gon.

.

c. Be pmpared to ‘"einforce US anﬁ ARVN um.ts in Salgon-Cholon area.

J \

10, Concept. of Operations.

3 e
- - o CER TN

a. The- gemral concept ef onerat;ions ‘Wwag to move R}ur maneuver batta ons
by airlif+ -and vehicle to positmns a.long suspected routes of inﬁltratio into
the souchern Saigon—-GMD area.

e . .—-‘,
T UV SPOETA i dt .LLLCLL-L» ey A

Condun" exbensfw» comaat. operatn.onhf:iniBimiB‘Cham»arxitm Be Districts
to 1oce.te ar@ d&stmyAVC/NVA uni’ﬁs eﬁaging 1;0 a:btack"’ the” Sa;.gc»-clm area. -

& s % m«*:w
1. Execution: 2

6 M&y 1968. Tha d:.sposit.ion of forcc.s in Gia Dinh Province on 6 May
was the 4=39 Inf.at Nha Be (XS5 916823)-and the '6-+31'Inat-FS/FB Smoke (XS 78976
Bucausy of ‘tne buildup of intslligence, the 5-60 Inf. (M) was moved from Binh
Phouc (X3 6155%0) to XS 815868 south'ef: Saigon, At nightfall on the. 6th, the
complete disposition of unité'waa:’lv&-sl Inf- (co's 4 and. D)

% MY ‘hh“l\ ?“. ﬂ,—t\l
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at I"S/PB &noke, 28 78?"69, a—39 Tnf had -Co 5" Ut c«t Lai (xs 956895), Co c
XS 880853, Co E and HHC at Nha Be (XS 916823), 0o C/3-39 Inf (OPCON to A4~ ;9)
at Nha Be (XS5 916823); the 5-40 Inf (M) had HAC and Co A at XS 815868, 24| Plt
of Co A at XS 984878 (OPCON to 4~39 Inf), and Co C elements at XS 875868, . -

Xs 814875, and XS 853887,

/ ' . 7 May 1968: The 6-31 Inf moved Co's B and € from Binh Chanh to
/ F‘S/PB Smoke and caonducted campany-sized airmobile- aseaul’cs and recon in force
operations east of Binh Chanh, The operatioms. had’ negative results and at’
/g/ nightfall the disposition of the battalion was.HHC and Co C at P</PB Smoke,
Co A at XS 808865, Co B at XS 819866,:Co C. had.oné plt ‘at the "en Iuc Bridge
(Xs 618748) amd one plt OPCON to- 5-60 Inf (J{Q 8168710 and one plt at X5 77'58&2
demd ‘The: 3—39 Inf conducted locat securitv pa’crols vic Rach Kien until
! entiﬁ the afternoon,— Beginhing-at-1400H, the Bn-Hgs.ahd_ Co's'A.and B were airlifted
Oache to positions south of -Salfony - Thesfinal disposition of the battle was:
ca, HHC and Co B at XS '838869, Co A-at X% 828868, Co' C. ,{0°CON to 4~39 Inf) at
Xs886870, Co's A and B of 3-60_ Inf.became OPON to 3-29 Inf to defend base-
Jpera camps at An Naut Ten (xs 66567h), Rach Kien (xs 71;0669), and the French Fart
G,i 8896616)0 PN . : "‘ ; .
a s . '
'I‘he lc.-39 Inf conducted nverine and fo cbmobile recon in force
: operations west and northwest of -Nha.Be with three campanies, The operstions
rd had nega,t:l.ve. results. and the disposition of the battalion at nightfall wigs:
HHC, Co C and Co E at Nha Be (XS 916823); Co A at Tan Tru (XS 654623); Co B
ff101 at Cat Lai (¥5:956895};3.:Co-C/3-=39 Inf (OPCON to:4-39 Inf) at x'= 808870; gnd
ag; one plt of 5-60 Inf.. (). (OPCC_‘: to. z;-39 Ini‘) at. 896873.
; e 7‘* H
'th I, - The 5-60 Inf J.(M) conducted irecén, m;forc :';@perati,ms with Co's
tali, A and C,  The: £i01d.CF; of. Go G/5-60 JInfs. (ﬁ)x&mg‘uader -mortar ‘attack at. O3L5H.
alicr The company.received a total ofi 80 rounds ‘of; 82nmrmortar fire,.:-Tire was re-
talig turned using organic weapons, arty and a light firé.teen, "The (P received

) 8 to 10 rounds:at 0515H.. .The.same. support was uscd for this contact. )
tion There were no. casualt.ies from either contact and.the VC losses arc unknown,

The 3d Bde roceived a call at 05454 :that an ARVN outpost at XS 827875 was
83 under a ground attack:from:an espimeted: VC campany. The 2d P1t of Co C de-

. parted its night lecation (XS.8.5885) to.reinforce theioutpost. At O610H
Inf at XS 827875, the platoon established contact with'dn unimown size VC force,
nf The plitoon was :joined by the rest .of Co C at 0524H. The corpany remained
nf in contact. until 2000H when the ememy withdrew to. the south, Co C was joined
nf (, at 103CY¥By Co:A/5-60 -Inf (¥) at X5.829876, The two units were supported by
i () nine airstrikes and artillery'dllduring the day, U3 casualties were: 2 KHA,

L8 WHA (28 Tequiring: dnsb«—of“)., ‘The VG losses were: 213 VC body” count (a/s-éo
: 80, C/5-60 ~ 35, 3/7-1 Cav:— 58, Mty - 10, and airstrikes - 30), En
! equipment captm‘*ecb dnclidedd. 19 AM?'S, 5 RPC+2¥aunchers, 'l RPD-56 machine-
gun, 63.B-L0-Fockets; 3 BT rockets;. and: mmlmcmamount of  loose 1
arms ammo, - “The ‘final disposition of units.was:- HIC. and -Pecon/2-L7 Inf|(CPOON
5-80 eff 0713001%) dt xd ’8&587 s “08g(=) 9#-:3{3@32587 5506408t xs"8358?6
" T e i ;';5;'.(‘['}"!»%)" i i

0720H = 2000H. "
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"B Troop, ‘7«-1 Ca.v Supported-‘tm 5-604Inf (W) (-) in its con‘ba.ct§ betwer



/_ forced by Recon/2-47 Inf at 12L5H, The contact continued at the same c
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ce 8 Moy ! ‘t’wo.‘ The 6-31 ]nf conducted loca{ security patrols around
their night lo.,at.w.l with negaw.we ‘results. The disposition of the unit at
nightfall was: HHC, Co's 4, D, and E at FQ/F‘ Smoke (XS 789769). Co C corn=
ducted three-platoon-siizd ambushes vic XS 815775, XS 815823 and XS 615?55.

The 3-39 Inf conducted recan in force operations with Co A (re
forced by Recon/2-47 Inf) and Co B. Co A established contact with an unihown
size VC farce at XS 834875 at 1200H, The company received RPG, AW and SA fire
and reacted with gunships, TAC Air, arty and organic weapons, Co A was rein-

throughout the day breaking at 2000H, ' The casualties for Co A for the d
were 3 WHA, A total of 10 VC were killed by Cb A .Co B established co
with an unknown.VC force at XS 831»8?8 at UL5H,. . £0..B was supported by helicopt-
gunships, ‘I‘kt‘ JAF, arty: and organic’ uaapons._ Th ntact continved until 2000H

from 07OOH to 1830H.  The wiit iilled 8 VC in fsolated cases throughout the

Iden at the sare &oordinates, Total. casualties for Co B were: ' KHA and L WHA.
roac The VC losses were 37 killed by Co'5 and 20° killed by mxpport-ing gunships,
rea,l . Ren/2-L7 Inf'sustained 7 WHA and one track damaged by a RPG-2 round while

supporting Co ‘A. The disposition of the battalion at nightfall was: HHC and

Opey Recon at XS 845884; Co A at XS 839881, Co B at xn 88&882 ch/z—w? Inf
- (@con to 339, Inf). ab X5. 845685 . C e |

’ ihe. l»-39 Inf reacted to ccntact irntiated bv D ’I\rOOp, 3-5 Cav. ‘
wr At 101@5, 2/8/5-60 Inf departed its night location ‘and linked up with an ARWN '
*oard plt at XS 852783, Both units established contact with an uhknown sige VC

force immediately. €0 € departed Nha:Be in brucks amd airboats to reinforce th
- Off contact. .arriving in tha. area &t.12L5H.- The units in contact received RFG, -
Liey AW o SA fire.. The units were supported by hnlicopter ginships from D Trp,
st I 3-5 Gav,. TAC Air,carty.and ¢rganie, weapons. -The contact centinued at 'l:,heI same
39t coordinates urtil- 1930 H whenthe, VCIbroke, contact and;withirew to the squtiwes
satt, Total casualties forUS:imits.for:the day:were.12 WH.: :Tho.VC losses w :
it L2 VG BC....The dispositiocn of the battalion:at: nightfall was: HYC, Co E |and ’
jatt; Co (/3-39:at “NhasRe'(XS: 917823), »Go B 8t Cat Tai (xs 958897) 5-Co. C-at XS 86180C |
dzad and2/A/5-60IﬁfatX8896873 ," e ! e
S4&8 oo C o / ' -1
The 5-60 Ini‘ (M) (-) co:rxiucted eytensive patrols 4n the srea of

rced the contact: on7 May and around its night- location and acted as a RRW for the

- 3-39 Inf and 4-39 Inf.. The daylight patrols. hed nepative results and the dis-
31 3 position of units at’ mg*rbi‘all wWass - HHC and.Co’ C(-) ‘at. XS.802870; Co A at
39 XS 810868; €0/ 316-'31 (OPOO‘!! to. 5-60) at XS 302866, X5 795865, and
. : R S TN T
0 Ii B 'I‘m /7-1 Catv conducibed ucreen:mg missicns south of Saigon

day, D Troop/3-5. Cav suproried the 4=39 Inf ffam OTOO0H to 1930H and killed
25 VC in the area of ‘contact (X3 852873), The 3d Rde losses for the day were:
L KHA and 19 M‘!A. VC lotsses w&re 112 VC B:’t. N

d. 9 ﬁay 1968e The 6~.|.3 Inf oanductod recon in force operatlons with C
L and C. ' !t-0B19H FS/PB’ Smoke (XS 789769) -received’ 15 rounds of 82mm mortar
fire., Tho counter-mortar' fires-'resilted 4in 1 VC KIA with negative friendly
fiaange or - casualtms. The bat’ballon conducted .recon in:.force operations durir
the day w:x.th Go*s A a;nd G. Tm units were a.:.rl:x.fted to ve XS 896871» with Co /

B, e 0 1 e s i s i om0
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ingerted fid?si: 1illow.” “v C> C. -Fron‘the L7 the units moved to the west with
Co A in the lead. At 1570H botn companies est.ablished contact with an estimated
company-size force. Tho units used helicopter munships, TAC Air, arty and organ
weapons to support their conitact which continued until 19"0H. During the contac
the two companies sustained 15 WHA and killed 26 VC, The final disposition of
units at nightfall was: HHC, Co's D and E at FS/PB Smoke (XS 789769), Co A

at XS 863874; Co B OPCON to 3-29 Inf; and Co C at XS 867874, 52 of 3-39
Inf flew a continuous VR south of Saigon during the night of 8-9 Mav 68, Using
a starlight scope, he spotted several sampans and one group of 10 Ve during the
night., Using helicopter gunships and artv, he killed 6 VC vic ¥ 713710 and
sark 3 sampans vic XS 84,6655, At 0225H the battalion field CP ( : 8,5886)
began receiving a mortar attack, The camp received a total of 50 rounds of
82rm befare the attack ceased at 0255H, - At O345H, they came under a mortar anc
ground aitack by-an-estimated VC battalion., ~The attack cantinued until G630H
when the VC.withdrew to the south and west.: The-contact was supported by heli-
copter gunships,-US/F CH-47 Spooky Flare and gunships,. arty and orpanic weapons
US casualties from the attack were.2 KHA and 67.WHA,: Enemy :losses were 4 VC
KIA. During the day.Co A conducted recon in faorce. operations in the vic|of
the battalion base camp with negative results. Co B conducted recon in florde
southwest of the battalion base camp :in pursuit.of.the:attacking force, ‘They
received. sniperffire thred different times between O700H and 1LOOH with no
casualties, .At 1430H vic XS 843878, -Co B established contact with an unknown
size VC force, . The‘:action.continued until 1700H with the enemy fire fluctuat-
ing between heavy to. .sporatic, -The.action resulted in 12 VC body count and

1 US WHA, The 3-39.:Inf received:.OPCON of B/6~31 Inf at-1400H to support the
B/3-39 Inf contact.. When the compan> approached the ares 'of contact, they bepg:
recciving sparatic sniper-fire. - The; icampany" established a block to the south-
west of the .contact area, . The sporatic sniper-fire continued until 1700H and -
resulued.in 9 iUS WHA. . The sction resulted in 10 VC KIA for Co B/6-31 Inf. Re
2-47 Inf (OPCON 3-39I_ni') ‘conducted:;Jocal patrols in the vie of the battalion
basecamp (XS 845886) . The. patrols sustained 1 US WHA from sniper fire at -
1500H vic XS 844855,  The disposition:of units at nightfall was: HHC, Co B,
ch£3-39 Inf and ch/z-zﬂ Inf at X8 8&5885, Co. fo st XS 81;,2883, .and Co C OPCON
to —39 Ini’. Lo : Dol it

The 1-;-39 Inf canducted reccm in force operatn.ons with .Cots ¢/L+39 Ir
and c/3-39 Inf. The units moved from XS 86080Q.to 4he south of 'a village loc-
ated. at XS .853784, - Priar to reaching the yvillaga. at XS.857790; the unit
established contact with an estinated .corpanyy. :The .action was supvorted|by -
helicopter gunships, TAC.Air, -arty .and -organic weapcns and resulted in 2| US
WH. and 34 VC-body count, - The. disposition'of the battalion at nightfall|was:
HHC.and Go%s ¢ and E: at Nha Bo (m 916822), o B at X8 977853, and Co c/ -39
Inf at xs 811.27%. ¥

: The 5-60 Inf (M} conducted reécch’ 1ri force opérations mth Co' 8 A anc
fram XS. 80!.868 towards the 3<39 Inf baeecamp (XS 845886), ‘At 1300H ve XS
833877, both” compam.es ‘established ¢oritact with an estimated VC company., The
units kn.lled 5'VC'in the-action which continued’ for one hour and sustained
9 US WHA. 'Tho dispositioh of thu' battalion at nigh‘bfa]l was: HHC and Co G
at Xs 810877, and Co ,\( ) at x' 797865.

-

‘ The 2—&7 Inf (M} becane opcon to the 3d Bde at :L'BOH ard' canducted
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frocon in force m,;-:etm : vie XS 240880, At 15509 the’ ba.ttallon establia d
contact with an esbin ated VG buchalion. The action contimved until 1830

when the VC withdrew to the awith., The actinn was supported by helicopte
gunships, TAC Air, arty end organic-weapons and resulted in 61°VC body copnt,

7 AK-L7's, 2 RPG-2 launchers and 2 RPD=56 machineguns captured. The unit :
sustained 18 US KHA and 36 US WHA. The battzlion established a battalion| field °
location at XS 872886 w:.th all units co—located at- this location, ! e

Troop D/3-5 Cav Buppbrted contacts “of- 5«-60“_”Inf 3-39 Inf and 6-31 Inf

during the day and killed 7 VG, sank)ﬁ sampans, deqtro*red 28 structures and
caused '8 secondary explosions, ‘L :

" Troop: B/7-1 Cav supported the 2<L7 Inf anﬂ lpr'B9 Inf-contacts killing
30 Ve and des‘b;}cvi.ng l ea i22mm launcher ve KQ 836852. e

‘10 Hay l968° The 6-31 Ini‘ conducted footmobile recon in force oper-
ations durlng the morning wic XS 86087L with Co's A and- C. The operation
had negative results, At 1A4L40H Co-4'and C conducted airmobile assaults into
an IZ XS 813835 reacting to the 5-60 Inf (M) contact. From the LZ, the

units moved west té the woodline -then“southwest: te XS 804827, - Both companies
ion: established a block oriented to the .eagt of.the: lacation,- The:block had . -
‘ negative results. The final disposition of the units at nj.ghtfall was: HHC,
Y1 or Co's B, D, ad'E ot F&/PB Snoke (xs 789769), Co A: t xs 791,829, and Co Clat
in co XS 81}4»8220 :‘L Lo P N Y : ? : n [
;ing | /_‘ : The 3—39 _mf conducted foobmoblle reccn :nn fm'ce operations with
%3 L 1 Co's £ nd B vic XS 84,1682, At 0930H Co B deparied its night location (X \
. 315 84,5885) and began moving to.the-perthwest.:: At 1005H wic XS 841882 the ¢ \
., ; pany began receiving RRG and -antamatic weapons fire,  The commany reacted with i
th B helicopter. gunahips. from Troop B/7-1- Cay, TAC Adr and arty. At 1100H Co A de-
'd Ba parted its night location (XS 842880) to support. the contact and entered into
th the engagementat 1255H. At-3300H: Recon/3-39: Inf:also-reinforced the contact,
The three: mu:.tzs«kept the.: ehemy-foraee:iceantained in their bunkere and used arty
wgaﬂ‘ and air str:.kes ion the: enemy while:Troop D/3-5 Cav screened and provided gun-
S ship suppart. -The cantact comtinued wntil 1930H when. Cols A and B swept the
+ Fol area of contact.. The nction resulted;in 65 VC body comt, 5 US Kk my
. :‘g 27 US HHA. iy i T s '5,
3 i‘ha. *lu-39 Inf conducted Ma:barbcrne (&irboa:t 3) «screening apera‘oiona,
k- waterbcrne assaunlts .and footriobile: recon in fordasoperations.in. northern Nha
P Be Districts.(vic XS:865885).  During-the night \(O0LOH, 0225H, and 025LH),
5. Co C/3~39 Inf: (OPCON't6:4=39-Inf);" insan ‘ambush positial vigiXs 841790, engaged

a total:of 7 sampans heading nortk::towards-SaisoniiiThe area f ambush was swer:
at first light and 8.VC bodies wgre:found along. with. enougb -canned goods and ri:
to feed 100 men- approximatély 2:days, .Co.CAL~39vscreened in the airboats -
between XS:865885 and. XS 855882.7 At 1230H ‘the  company beached at XS 857849,
While searching ‘an-airstrike-area:(Xs:857849); theéitaipany found a totalof

18 VC bodies: killed: by:TAC. Airy -artyusind small arms, The disposition of|thits
at nightfall;wds: : HEG:and-Cqfs C-and B at Nha Be (X‘§916822), Co B a.t X5} 858800
and Co C/3-39- (ovcora h=39 *Inf) ‘at %S 893802. R

w o AR N

Tha 2-&7‘<In£ (M) conduc‘bed mechanlzbd recon in force operations
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. §fith Co's A and C fra 5 87388 +'x the west wtla nernt:\.ve results, The battal-
‘don established a L.J“,a* ~n field location at I 310372 with seven platoon-
size ambushes in thab perrdl \f;..c:’.nity.

The 5-60 Inf () conducied mechanized recon in force operations

with Col's A and C, The companies departed their night locations amd roved
south to reinforce an ARVN outpost which was under. attack .(XS:813825), At
1120H vic XS 813828, Co A established .contact with'an estlmatad VC camany
In heavily fortified bunkers, Co .C moved to -the, mst flank and -two comp
fran the 6~31(A and C) werc inscrted.on tho wost, ' ALl units battered the
VC all day until 2000H when the contacf, ‘was broken, Helicopter gunships’ f o
Troop D/3-5 Cav, TAC Air, arty and érganic weapons:supported the contact.
action resulted in-h. US KHA, 28 US. WHA and 20 VC KIA and 3 VC POW's, The final
disposnt:.cn ‘for the batt.a],:,on Was: - HHC and Co c a:c x 810863, *(-) at !
XS 815876; “and"L/#/5-60- Inf- at-X5-820870, =-- = - "

TI‘QOD .B/7-1Cav . supported the. 3—39 Inf in its contact during the
day. Toba.ls for the action were 5 VC. KI’&. :

. . Tragp /3-5 Cav supported. the 5-60 Inf (M) end 631 Inf contact
all thraugh the day. .Totals for the.action wedre 11 .VC KIA, 1 VG WIA, 16
Sarpans. destroyed;. .and 39 stn.ctures destroyed

fof 11 Bay 1968* \The,6~31 In.f condﬂched airnob:.le and.recon in fo’;'—cﬁ
operations,with Co's:A.and. Civ At firstilight the:twocunits began sweening the
area of yesterday's corizet.(XS5:814820). During bheisweep{at XS:815823, Co A
discovered: 3 VC KIA, 2 RPG-2 lawachers,: 13 B-40: rockets, 3 AK-LTts, 2 AK~47
bandoliers, 10 chicon-grenades. 15 1bs of clothing:and:L.kb of. ‘docunents,

The corwany also:destroyed 12: bunkers.in.the :same ‘e2rea..nCo- C:.in the sare area
found 3 B-4O rocketsy: i AK 5€)..1:BPG~2 launcher,.1 SKS rifle, 1 9rm pistolj

1 AK~L7,-1.AK-50,:1 chicon:radio and-sene.web:gear.s:From this area Co C cm-
tinued operatidns: to theisouths At 1516H vic XS 823797, the corpany engag

an estinated VG platoon..’ The pontact was supported by Troop B/3-5 Cav and
arty and ‘broke -at. 1600H. - The: astion pesylted in 4 US vHA and the eneny ca ,
ties are unknown. The disposition of the battalion at nightfall was: HHC Co'°
4 and E at F5/PB .Suoke. (. 789769)} Co.B.at X8 aame, .Co C at-XS 8088081_/
and Co.D.at XS 886770. o

'
i

The 3-39 Inf conducted.recon.in- force opefatims.with Cot's A and B
initially. Co A conducted fottrobile operations frary XS 826864 to the northeast
At 1115H vie XS 836875, the carpany:started receiving HPG, autonatic weavons,
ard sriall arrs fire from an estin ated 60 Ve, The company ’roacted with Troop 9/
3-5 Cav gunships; arty and TiC iir.. Reny/2-47.Inf:().was:positioned to the
north of the. contact: in a: blod«:z.ng position.a A% . J200H,:the platoon carme -under
heavy autoraticiand snall.earsms fireifrem the V¢ force.n ,bempting to withdraw I
to the north...The two units poundedi'thé.enemy’. frop. bori:h sidés all during the

day until the<VE broke contact at 1830H, . The- mits»sustainod' 5835 WHA a8 a
result of theiaction an:ikilled 27 WG, - Go B.corductesl ricon in force opel-
ations from XS 843883 to the souw:h, At 0930H vie XS 845879, the corpany estab-
lisjied contact with an: estimated reinforced:-VCcorivany. Co B/6-31 Inf was |
plc.ccd OPCON to the 3«-39 Inf and r cved frcn 18 850880 west to the p%
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eontact esteblishing cont act ﬂndAblécka}zg, fran the east at 1100H, Co B/2-47

" Inf (M) was placed OPCCI to tix 3-39 Inf at 0930H and began noving south to

the point of contact at 1000H. At 1100l Co B/2-47 Inf established a block
oriented north at X5 846880, At 1105H tho unit began receiving SA fire, All
of the units involved pounded the eneny with T.C Air and organic weapons until
2000H when the contact broke. The action resulted in 9 US WH. and 21 VE body
count, The final disposition of the battalion was: HHC at XS 845884; Co A at
Xs 8348’76; Co B at XS 842882; anc Co C at X8 847872. . .

The 4~39 Inf conducted airrobile and recen in force operetions
northeast of Nha Be. .The operation had negative results and the disposition
of the battalion at mghtfall was: HHC, o's B anrl E at T*Iha Re- (x= 9168&1»,\
and Co € a‘b xs 8867?2) L

The 247 Inf (Ia) conducted’ local patrols from thB"ViCinl‘bY of its
night locations with negative results, The d:.snosn.tim of units at nightfell
was: HHC at XS 810872; Co. B at }'° 780814,1, and Co’ C- a’o ©.85,887.

- The 5-60 Inf (M) conducted local patrols frorv ita mght location
south of Saigon mth ‘negative results, The disrosition. af umts at nighbtfpll
was: mic and- Go 4 at XS 815877, and Co B e:l: X= 8178‘?2. S

'l‘roop uB1 '7-1 Cav supported the 3-39 Ini’ a.nd 6-31 Inf contacta
ki]l:mg 6.VC, . - o P .

Troop D/B-S wv al°<» supportbd both ccntacts w::.th nagat:.ve results, ;

e 12 Ha.y 1968:  The 6-;1. mi‘ crnducted airrobile assaults and foot«~
nobile recon in-force operatiw:is.im g egbmrn ‘Birh-Chanh:District .with negative
results, .The disposition. of units at. nightfall wastsHHC, Cols A and E at
FS/PB rioke : (X8 789769), "Co:B.at xer&'gs'zé- Co C(—i*a.t ?31&7585, and B/6=31
Inf at kS 80-'-;775.., i »

The: 3+39 Inf and attached unlts had spcradu contact .in the area

of the 11 May 1968 contaocts with: geoyps of VG varying: in sizé fron a fire team i
a platoon,: The:groups were spread/and: rappeared: t@'be the -remnants of the units
engaged 11 May. The battallon field CP received a total of 23 rounds of 75rm
recoilless rifle fire from an unindwn:size VC force. There were no casualties
and the counter-rortar fire producéd.unknown results: 4t; 0830H vic X~ 82887
Co A found 20°VC KIA, 20 B-40 ro‘mds, ‘1 RPG~7 launcher, 8 ﬁK-&?'s, 2 AK 5018y
and sore web . gear. At 1050H vic X8 84,2882, Co B bega.n recelnng sniper
from a nippapaln: area;- -The sorpany-attacked the, arez, engaging and ki L
and captwring -1 AE~47. -The corpsay, continued to search in the area, At L620H
vic XS 841881, Co Biengaged 2 YO platoon killing 15 VC, At 14LOH Co B/2-h7
(OPCON to-3=39. Inf)xenga,ged an-estiFated squad killing 11°'VC and cepturine a
snall amount of.small arms.arao. ~The:contact for all units was snmoradic all
day. The totals:for the dajs ection: were:" -89°VC KIA;-8" AR-kT7's, 2 AK-50's,

1 RPG~7 launcher, 300 rde of iKA7 ammo, 150'-051+500,000-naps+ of  Seigon, 20
Dl rds, and- 5-RI"™7 rds,: Ths' dispoaition of the: ‘battalion wss: HHC, Recon/
3.739 Inf and. Recou/2-h7 Inf “at X8 8&5881» Co A 'at Xf“ 8&18‘?6!{:0 ‘X5 891879; Co B
at XS 8&6878- ‘and Co C at XS 843873, A
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The 1<39 Inf conducted airrobile assaults’ and footrobile recon T
in force operations with. Co's ™ and C in western Nha Pe Nistrict (X< 8578L9), *t
1300H ve XS 857850, Co B discoverad 3 VC killed bv arty; 1 R=40 rd, 15 snnken
sarpans, 2 AK=-47!s and a small bar of AK armo. The rest of the operation
negative results, The d .sposition of theé battalion at ni-htfall was: WHG,
Co 's C and E at Nha Be (X°>916822), Co B at XS 8697'?'7. C

The 2-l+7 Inf conducted nechianiged reccen in forte operations vie
XS 857886 with negative results. The.disposition of the battalion-at nightfall
was& ggg at XS 875886; Co B at xs 843883, Co C at X3 854887; and Ren Plat at
XS 843873,

The 5-60 Inf (M) conductedlocal patrols. with negative results,
The disposition of the battd.ion was: HHC and Co c at X“ 8’?',1872, Co B at Xs
815876 and- XS 89686&, S

‘l.

i R

Troop D/3-5 Cav and Troop B/'?-l Cav supported 3—39 contacts with
D/3-5 Cav killing 1 VC. | ,

+13 May 1968: .. The 6-31.Inf conducted: a.l.mob:.le aasaults and foot-
nobile recon in force. Operatlons with:Co's. A, C, and D in southern Rinh Chanh
District. 4t 1630H vic XS 799838, Co'D found ‘1 VC.KIA and two hand grenades
booby ‘brap%. - The x.ormany ‘destroyed 13 bunkers in the. area. it 1540 H the com-
pany had.l TS, WHI frcr 2 booty; traps +The battalion S-~3, airborne over XS 81477
spotted. 3 Ye hL .‘.rx i bhe iriver, A1l other operhtzc:' had negati
results. The d:L.mosn.u:Lon of thalbattalion at nightfall was: EdC, Co's A, C,
and E at FS/PB Saoke, (xc: 739 167), Co 13 GPCON o 3—39 Inf; Co D at XS 790635,

The 3—39 Inf‘ conduf-‘ ad mop-up operat;ms aouth of Seiecon with

Co's A Wic XS 845875, C (vic XS 846876), B/6-31 (vic XS &8,7278), B/3-39 jand
B/2-47 (vic XS 842880 ard west). All body counts rnd ecuiprent captured 'were
a result of previous: a¢tions. except: for 1 VO ¥IA br B/6-31 Inf vic ¥° 84,9877
at 1345H, .and..l POW.captured:by e/z—w vic XS 8L4882 At 1000h, . The totals -
for the-day-weres 'Co £/3-39.~.15.VC.KIA, Co.B/3-39:~ 14 ¥C ¥IA, B/6-31 - 15
VC KIA, Ren/3~39 - 1 VC KIA, r,’z -4;7 = POW captured, - Gouipnent captured for
the cry wass =13, AE~LTis,: 2 AL=50185 27 BoLO rockebs, 3750,7:62:rds, 1 Cal 38
plstol .1:Calih5 pistol, T cb,t com grenades, 1 VC flag, 1 V0 map vith markings,
Co A was nmoved fron south of Saigon to Rach Fien in the afternoon, The dis-
pos:a.t;ggz of um.ts at mzhtrall ms..,, HHC, 8/3-%9, §B{6~31,;and Ren 3-39 vic
s i SRR T _

. . LT, u ;‘ ! .

The h-39 Inf conducted almoblle assaults md recon in force - - .
oparat:x.ons northwest .of Nha Se: arash negative-results,  Twe men from Co: B were .
wounded .by. a- grenade: beoby t'ap .. The.diaposition of the battalion at: mightfall
was: &C, Go's B, E, and C/T }9 a’VNha Be (XS 916822), Co C/h—39 at XS 84,7786,

The 2—&7 Inf‘ (In’) L.andacted 1ocal aecurity patrols from the vic of
teir nightulocatione,. The u,-.-"::sit::.on of units gt nlg}'ti‘all was: HHC|and
ien Plt.at XS 86,4'49“ Co.B.at X< 793803, and -Co C a’o XS 8ib885.

"l‘he 5-60 Inf (M) conducted mechaniZed recon in fcrce Operations vie

‘y - - -
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- X57578 witu Cole B and .Cs

with an estiraicd VO pl, oon in-a noavn.ly bunkwed avea,
Mr, arty arnd organic wespons simpported the contact,
fron the west by Co ¢/ 580 Inf,
in 6 US XHA, 8 US WH. and 30 VC KI.A.
supporting the 5-60 Inf, The di= ‘)osit on of the unit at mghtfall was: HHC
_) Co C at XS 710796‘ and Co B at XS 7&1».77‘3. - ,

ek b

J‘xt 1330;1 Yic XS 750870, Co B esbabhshed contact
. Troop N/3~5 Cav.also killed 15 VC while

Troop D/’S-—S Cav screened the Ade AO soxrth of Saipon and suvported

the 5-60 Inf contac,t..

12,

- ;;,-, R

Results: L
a, Friendly 103865 durlmz the operation kaere'{ L
(1) USKHA: 43 ,'
(2) s EAr ‘253,"
b.

Encny losses clurlng fhe <ope:rat1bn were

»;sp

(1) Per e:mnel :

e e r"'* .
C(6) PO -éf o
.(2}‘,,;Equ1pmenb Captawrsds 15,
o &na.ll Arns - 88
. 4Crew Served Weapcns , 2& C
imawo T 1s rounds
- PRC-25 Raciié' B! ;
.lf’na.Ll Arms Arezo 5300 rounds
 . ‘Web gear 80 1bs (‘,pprox\ |
v_‘:(;lot:hes | | ' 'v 25 lbs (appro**) . S |
Documenu o . 12 1bs (a,pprox)

(3) i'Equipmeni' Des* 3T oved-

M'Bunkers ‘ o hZé |

PSS . - A xa
! ?9 vleﬂ Y‘cﬂ'N f,b
s 56 f-‘.'mkv“V
' nm.necm*nn

“Troop D/3-5 Cav, TAC
At 1600H Co B was joined
The ecatact ccatinued until 2000H and resulted
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¢, fFactical iir G mmt During the operation the Tth HSAF Suyp- -
ported the 3d Bde "Go ‘Denlﬁ" with 37 pitepraniidd and 52 srmedidte sirstrikes, .
tely 90% of the aifstrikes wers, fellowéd by swebps of the terret

area by ground troops.

% Administrative Matters:

a, No sighific#nt problcms were mcom:bsred 3’ groviding logistical
eupport to tho Bdo uhits diring the dperation, THS 4-39 Inf and 6-31 Inf were :
sipplied by atr ard vehicle frém their F&/PBrS ot Nba Be and FPYPB Smoke res-
pettivedy. The 5-39 Inf, 2-47 Inf {M), and 5-60 Iuf (M) were resupnlied by ai
and ‘Préic battalic: f'omara trains lovdtions i Saigon/Long Rinh by velicles.

be Comunicaitions throughout the cpesation were provided by PM amd
ETT. Both ETT ani UHF wire provided: by the cormunications platoon, WHC, 2d Bde

-

afid 9th Sig Boe T 3 ede Forward Tactipal Operabiions Cpiter was pro-
vided with '*ho“' Jines? = the 9%h Diviebon & Pesreat, AYN and CM) in Sa

Ce }«!ad: ol bup,\ e was provided by B¢ D, 9th Medieal Pn located at
Can Dot Adrstxip, Tar An,. R¥X. No problam areas develcoped during tke opgratior
artd <ust of s wnre condueted in g mg*;:.v eff w:,en’c. and Proﬁessional

de. ,"‘he cmtlnuc’ y.ontwt Ureated sone mmo? pro‘nlems in the m&;a—
tenance of equipmernt, but comrand emphasis on the perfaormance of m-mti%
maintenance. at.every availablc moment remedied tha situation,

¢o ‘The problen. of refugess.wes handled primam 1w by .refugee centers
established in ‘:a:Lgon by CMD, 3 ncsorml, gans romgcsz' COlJ octed vere afferded
transpor}at.;on br 4 ne B’ie tc;, Lhme ceﬁters. e

PR

4. Spec:Lal 1--*mnt and- Tt A J.oues. -

Coen.,.

a, A techiique used. ai- might was the use of a UHLD. helicapter spd/or
0-1 Ri.rac"ug type aircre’t with ctsarvers abosrd with light. imtensificatien
devices Lo conduct visual:reconnaissance. of the. waterways and 10C's sowth of
Saigon. This.denied tke enexy thei use: of the watari:ya as IOC's,

(2,
D

b. Fn.nd:wn the” ooy Llensted in built-up or hean.ly»fortihed areas
necessitated: thes frequen'b ase of taekical air support, artillery amd helicopter
guns%ﬁ.ps. In ;addition to.%s* 13ing the enemyy . ‘this. aﬂ.loued +time- ¥or reqn igat.
ien of units in cantaxt to the most favorsble attack positios amd pi
R hi dcm lo'rzg m{,‘a :Eer 23l »_orcments tor mim. oo

- The: techrz_.que ot houseate-hcsuﬂe &ign iag, f.ursb seea in the
O’fmve, once again had ‘ce be used to rout ’ohe emxw frm positd;ons
bua.lt—up areas. Nt LU R L ,
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d., The Boston Whalor boabs attached to the 4-37 Inf wére used on two
occasions to reinforce units in contact. After beaching troops, the bosts
wore used tc screcen the waterwars, B

15. Cormander's Analysis:

. During the eight-day period, the 3d He was heavily engaged with
the equivalent -of six VC battalions attempting to infiltrate Saigon from the
south. To counter the threat, nighly mobile .defensive positims camposed)of
five (5) bettalions were positioned across the ‘southérn side of-the citv,| From
capany to battalion-size base area ofthe.Bde.conducted recen in force
operations to the south neutralizing many VC/NVA farces befare they could reach
& defensive positins south of Salgon. Operations of this type were made
possible through extensive use of Assault Helicopter~Campanies (AHC) and river-
ine operations. Thé battalions: wers able to-rapidly-adavt-to-either mode of
transportation,. and quickly switch from one to the' other without loss of
momentun or tine, Operations were conducted over. widely. varying terrain rang-
ing from rice paddies to built-up areas. To reduce:the high casualty rate
norrmally experienced when neutralizing an entrenched enemy in house~to=houre
fighting, tactical airstrikes were used axtensively, The effectiveness of
the 89 airstrikes delivered.in: support of Bde operations during the period is
reflacted. in the final .casualty ratio 20,3/1. Because of the heavy vegetation
along the numerous waterways south of Saipon, a major nroblem facing friendly
forces was.locating the enery both during his attermot to infiltrste and exfile
trate the city. Two of the most effective means of locating oncnv troons weé
through the use .of air .cav-troops, and aquabushes -(ambushes alons waterways),
iguabushes.plaeed alorig the ~wrious waterways in the -AC provided valuable in-’
farmation on enemy withdrawal rout.es-and posed-a constant threat to enemy
novement conducted primarily. during hours of reduced wvlsabilitw, - Adlr ca
troops were most offective. during daylight,. ‘hours: when: they, conducted &
rccon, and whep,the: situation werranted, recon;in:force :operations with their
organic aerial scout: platoon, - The.air, paviiroops mecon large areas of terrain
in short periods of time-which made.then. mQA<£or our operations. Acti A
conducted during this pericd clearly demonstnatied: the efﬁeabiveneqs of a
flexdible. defense and. aggrcssive punsuit -of: enany fovcea. CTRREE
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. Opemt.mns m Bl.nh cha.nh, Nh& Be and Capital m.litary Districts,
should _continue: antdd that.areasisisleared:of .all VCGanits: that particivated in
the 2d Offenaive on. Saigon. . Future: operaticns should be‘catcentrated on infil-
tration routes for supplies and, equipnent into the ‘Saigon arca to prevent
anothm bui,ld-up and a.tt.,.ck on the ei'cy. ; .

b. vaml]ﬁ a. mat deal of irporbance must be nlaced on the “aigon
area, large:scale operaticns:must.be:corducted more frecuently in Long An axd
olber provincess.: During.the long:period of time that the bulk of the Rrigade's
forcna were'in:the Saigon. area-only: m;ted operatitns and-local security tyve
operations could be -comducted in other areas, - Lack:of brigade operations in
Long in and:-:elsewhere. perriktted the VC to ‘construch new: baae arena and mvo

a,ddltmmal elemenba and supplioa into outlv::.np prow:i.ncea.“‘
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Ce Increm 3 :u* rtance mzs‘ be placed on t.ha security o!‘ brid,gee :
along Hwy 4. Yhe hi.gi: wey is a vital link betwecn the capital city of Seigon
and the delta region end is the main artery for cormercial as well as militery
traffic rmoving in and ouk cf the Delta. It was clearly demonstrated during the
2d Offensive on S~igon that the highway and bridges rust be trafficable at all
times in order far farces:'in Long An and other pmvﬂncea to rapidly react to
VC activities in the Saigon arza.. . A

d. Continued e:zphas:m ruit be placed on RF/PF ouhpost.a in the Sigon
area and upgrading the effectiveness.-of these vital instellations, '™ and RUN
forces must continue to work in close:coordination in order to inswre that
RF/PP outposts are provided with all necessary materials and weanmmse, ! svstem
to allow quicker reinforcement of RF/PF outposta by U®.and BUN forces must be °
developed in order to protect these positions .from:numericallv superior forces,
At prescnt this is difficult.to accomplish:-due ta. remote .locations of ovtvosts
communicetlms and transportation problems.

(‘r‘

- Continued emphas:.s must. be placed on the mﬁm- vc in.f:l.ltratn on
and supply routes that lsad through the Plain of Reeds into.Iong An Province
and subsequently into Saigon.: .Night VR missions.as well.ag SI°R and RED
HAZE missimns‘in the Ple.in of Reeds rnust be- cmtinued in ‘canjunction uith
day’llg}lt miaaim!ag Lt R P T 2 !.,'(.?i»“‘, . B ..

:Repla&ins of obﬁoleta eg,uimrm currently being nsed br RUN
*‘orces rug‘b comtdnue. ot a8 rapidly. 2 rate asposgible.. In this. regard, the
issue -of \ M-16:rifles to RVN.units has not only increascd the fire power and
effectiveness of the ARVN sold::.ers, but has givcn increased confidence to
their over-growin.g aggressive attitude. :

Givic ac‘bion prograns sr;ould be given a.dded empha.s.« 3 and expanded,
P:chts -shoyld, be - ¢onducted -under the -control of .GVN and ‘given all possible
support by. US. It st become mare of a prograr* of the Vlct-namese for the
Vietnamese, Coosrihe. ek ot Wl L L.
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