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credited with two kills while B/3~37 Cav, also on station above the action,
acccunted for five VC KIA, The cavalry troop also made a Night Search in
the Plain of Reedz winich resulted in eleven enemy dead,

Infantryzen of the 2d Brigade killed a total of eighteen enemy through-
out Kien Hoa Province, In night action B Compeny, 3-60 Inf, killed two
VC by ambush five kilometers southeast of Ben Tre in Base Area 450, Infan-
tryeen from 3-60 Inf also killed seven Viet Cong throughout the day while
conducting airwobile operztions in the same area, Gunships from D/3-5 Cav,
3-34 Arty, and air etrikes were credited with eight kills in support of
3-60 Inf, The brigade cuffered seven US wounded, five by one booby trap
of unknown type,

3 February 1969

Divicionsl units killed sixty-five enemy in scattered actions,
"Recondo" troops of the lst Brigade killed thirty-two in a series of
actions northwest of Cai Lay, Moat of the action involved 2-39 Inf
vhich carried out Checkerboard and 2irmobile operations and made contact
with the enomy at three locstiong on the fringe of Base Area 470, The
ground troops killed fourteen Viet Cong and gun crews from B/3-17 Cav and
the 191st AKC picked off three. A Night Hunter operation by the Air
Cavalry troop in the Plain of Reeds accounted for thirteen VC KIA, An
elermant of the Bripade, while conducting a reconnaissance-in-force
operetion, was sveeping across a series of open rice paddies, when it
csme sbruptly under violent sutomstic weapons and small arms fire from
bunkercd enemy positions, Seeing the need for immediate action, Captain
Gary A, Keevert, commander of the element, wvaliantly assaulted the closest
bunker, Firing his weapon as he charged, Keevert traversed forty meters
of open rice paddy to-assault the hostile position., Reaching the bunker,
he tossed a hand grenade through the gunport and neutralized the obstruction.
Suddenly he came under heavy fire from a second bunker on his right flank,
Instantaneously reoponding to the threat, he charged the second bunker,
killing onc enemy soldier with his rifle and another with & hand grenade,
His heroic action inspired his men to follow his brave example and assault
into the enemy position, forcing the enemy to break contact and flee in
panic from the area,

Twenty~three enemy were killed by the 24 Brigade in scattered action
in Kien Hoa Province, Night ambushes by elementa of 3-60 Inf accounted
for seven enemy bodiea in a contact eight kilometers southwest of Ben
Tre, The remaining sixteen kills were divided evenly between infantry troops
and fire support by artillery and gunships, The 2d Brigade suffered no
casualties,

Ten Viet Cong were killed in Long An, all by the gunships of D/3-5
Cav which supported the airmobile operations of 5-60 Inf,
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4 February 1956 /

Snipers with a night ambuszh patrol from 3-50 Inf, 2d Brigade,
engaged and killed ninec Viet Cong just before midnight, The battalion's
scattered air insertions accounted for another five while an ambush from

3-47 Inf regulted in three enemy dead, Sniper fire, punji pita, and
mines killed one and injured seven US soldiers, making this dey's
operatione cestly, .

First '"Recondo" Brigade elements killed sixteen enemy, Almost all
of theee were attributable to the day and night operations of B/3-17 Cav.
Troops from 4~39 Inf cowbined with the cavalry gunships on a Night
" Hunter west of VC Island, in the Plain of Reeds, to eliminate eight
Viet Cong. Friendly cegualties were also high in the lst Brigade, one
killed and eleven wounded, The "Go~Devils" of 3d Brigade also traded
reletively high cesualties for eleven VC KIA, Enemy small arms fire and
booby traps killed one and injured seven,

5 February 19569

Ninth Division Troops killed the relatively small total of twenty-
eight, A Night Hunter conducted by the lst Brigade with B/3~17 Cav was the
most successful operation of the day., Ten Viet Cong were killed in
the heart of Base Area 470, near the "Wagon Wheel", The extensive air-
mobile and footmobile operations in 2d and 3d Brigades encountered very
feu of the eneuy,

6 February 1959

Airmoblle operations conducted by elements of 2d Brigade, near the
"Crosaroads", south of Dong Tam, and near Mo Cay accounted for sixteen
enemy dead, Soon after inserting in the vicinity of Mo Cay the men of
3-60 Inf camz in contact with an enemy force of unknown size, Omne
enemy was killed immediately by the ground forces and airstrikes by F-100
fighters were called in, The jets destroyed sixteen structures and seven
enemy bunkers, causing two large secondary explosions that sent white
smoke billowing more than a thousand feet into the air, On the heels of
the airstrikes the infantrymen swept the area, searching every hut, Five
~ enemy soldiers were dislodged from a bunker and captured, In the course
of the sweep the ground troopers killed eight more and D/3=5 Cav gunships
added seven to this toll, The contact lasted into the early hours of the
7th when three more Viet Cong were killed

. Twelve enemy were killed in the lat Brigade area, nine by the gun-
ships of B/3-17 Cav, which supported the airmobile operations of 4-39 Inf,
During an attack on the night of 5=6 February on the 1lst Brigade Head-
. quarters at Fire Support Base Moore, fortyesix 120mm mortar rounds
* impacted, causing no deaths but injuring nine. Seven of these were from

L 9th Signal Battslion.
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The enewy launched several mortar attacke in Long An Province also.
Thirteen mortar rounds criched into the 2-47 Inf base camp at Binh Phuoc.
An yndeterminad nuwber of rounds were lsunched against the Tan Tru base
camp ¢f 2-60 Inf end the C/5~60 Command Poet came under attack as well,
Twenty=-two US soldiers wore wounded in these attacks,

Troopa from 2«60 Inf made &n airmobile fnsertion southeast of Ben Tre

late in the day, esteblished contact with 2 twenty-man force, and killed
ten,

7 Februsry 1869

A total of nineteen enemy vwere killed in Kien Hoa Province by the
2d Brigede, Alpha Company, 3«47 Inf, engaged en enemy platoon five
kiloreters southeast of Ben Tre with organic weepons fire and killed
seven, To eupport the ground troops "Tamale" forward Air Controllers
guided in air strikes that killed three more enemy and destroyed several
bunkers, Ten kilomcters scuth of Dong Tam gunships from D/3~5 Cav added
tvo more enemy to the total, Booby traps accounted for all six of the
brigade's wounded,

“Recondes' of the 'lst Brigade killed seven and the 3d Brigade 'Go-
Devils" five, Charlie Company, 2«60 Inf, killed three VC and captured
two AK-47 rifles in their search operation west of Tan An with the Air
Cushion Vehicle Platoon,

8 February 1569

The first highly -successful Night Search of the period took place
on this day. From 2100 to 2300 hours, B/3-17 Cav, under the control
of lat Brigade, struck deep into the Plain of Reeds to interdict Viet
Cong infiltration routes and reported killing twenty-eight enemy along
the waterwvays, The gunshipc also received credit for four VC KIA while
supporting 4-39 Inf earlier in the day. An air strike called in to
support 6~31 Inf sccounted for four enemy deaths,

In frequent contact by other divisional units brought the day's
total to fifty~-one enemy killed, A Bushmaster by 3«47 Inf in Kien Hoa
detected the movement of two small enemy groups in the early morning and
killed aix, '

9 February 1969

In lgt Brigade action twentyefive enemy were killed, Ten of the
enemy dead resulted from a Night Search operation by the troopers of
4=39 Inf and B/3-17 Cav, This team continued to operate in the middle
of the Plain of Reeds near Moc Hoa, In ambushes and patrols around
the Diviesion Base Camp at Dong Tam 3~39 Inf killed six more, An air
strike was credited with three enemy deaths., The Brigade suffered no
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A lerge enemy rmunitiont cache was uncovered by the ezn of A/2-60
Inf, 34 Biignde, Discovered clong the Bo Bo Csnsl in the Flain of Recds,
the cache contained: £59 RIG«2 rounds, forty-elght RPG-7 rouuda, 62,000
rounds of AX-47 ormuniticn, thivty-eight 75ca recoillers rifle rounds,
580 pounds of verfous cxplosives, and twenty-three cssorted booby trepa.

Soldiers of the 2d Frigade Mobile Riverine Foxce killed feurtecn
of the e¢nciy cnd fournd clevea c¢nemy bodies from previovs contecis,
Troopers of 3+47 Inf engeged end killed four VC while conducting ground
sueeps one kilomzter southeast of Ben Ire end the roving gunships of
D/3.+5 Cov successfully engaged four more,

10 Fcbruzry 1939

. In a day of very little contect with the caenmy the Div.- ion forces
killed thirty-four vhile suffering nine woundced, The eirmobile cperaticnrn
of 3«00 Inf &ndt 162d AHC were rost guccecaful, accounting for tuolwe
enemy cosualties ten hilomoters southesst of Ben Tre in Base Area 4S0. A
footrobile reconnaisssnce cperation by 3-47 Inf increesed the cunemy's
losses in Kien Hoa by six,

11 February 1969

Elements of the Division killed seventy Viet Cong in operations
throughcut the Upper Delta, The lst ''Recondo" Brigade accounted for
tventy~eight VC kille vhile the 2d Brigrde eliminated forty in Kicn Hoz
Province,

All significant lst Brigade action cccurred during deylight hours.
Company B, 2«39 Inf, killed five and ceptured one hundred pounds of
documznts five I'ilomoters wast of Cal Be, Gunships of the 1%1ct Asszult
Helicopter Compruy eliuminated eight more Viet Cong vhile supporting the
battalfon's airmobile operations, Returning fire from a woodlinz, B/3-39
Inf killed &n cnemy soldier necar Dong Tanm, In the novthwest, only ninc
kilowztere from Cambodisc, C/4-39 Inf detected end killed three VC, The
1st Brigade loscos foir the duy were one death aud twelve injured soldicers,
eight of vhom were wounded during a nortar attack om Fire Support Hace
Moore,

In 28 Brigede ecction, A/Z-60 Inf smbush:d three large woterized
sampens in the night, fi{fteen :i{lomcters southzast of Pen Tre, ond killed
tventy-cone of the enemy, Ele.#ats of 3~47 Inf killed five enemy cight
niles scuthcoet of Ben Tre, v (l¢ supporting ertillery fire from 3-34
Arty killed one in the seme ar¢a, A Long Reonge Reconnaiscence Patrol
mzxde contact with en enemy sguad seven kilonmeters routheaat of Dong Tenm
and killcd seven, But for four soldicre woundsd by bouby trepsz, this would
heve becn & dey free of cocualties for the 2d Brigade,
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12 Februsvy 1859

"River Koicdex" in aatrysen ©f the 2¢ Brigade killed eight and Zound

a0
the bodles of fouy Vict Cong dn frechly dug graves, Ho scignificant cotien
developezd es erch of the three infantry battelicny, the sir cavalry troop,
and the ererult helicepter coepony exeh succrzefully enpuged & tiny group

cf cnciy ooldiers,

Continuing to opevate in the vicinit y ¢f Moc Hos, not fur from the
Canbodiny bordor, 4-3% Inf eud B/3+17 Cov cerried out ¢ Night Sznvch juct
efore midnigit nnd killed fifteen, Hlanthuzc in the lrt Bricode srew an
alvetrike toull the iives of three Vict Cong ond & MNight Hunter operztica
by B/3-17 Cov eccounted for five cnomy dond,

13 Yebru-ay 1059
First Rrigude operotions en this dote were vevarded with twenty~four
eners’ kille in wastern Dinh Tuong Previuce, Exrht of these fell to the
ground trocps of 239 Iof und tyelve to the cupnorting gunshipa of the .
19)at ANC, 'The sireboile operation between Cai Be and Giro Duc alco
resulted in thz capture of several anull zrwz and one prisoner, 1he
Battaliocn Comaznder of 2«32 Inf was wmartally wounded vhen he atteuwpted
to take & priscnss end goain intelligence on the enzay foirce his treops
had centected,

Third Brigades airrobile operation fu Toug An Province resulted in
eix eneny killed, Soldicrs of 260 Inf killed two enzmy twalve kiloe
mzters north of Tan An, their gunship support added four to the tally.
It wvas alse a doy of kiring search and swmall payoff for the 24 Brigade.
Guarhipn from D/3-5 Cov killed six Viet Cong vhile S“”;Gftiﬁ” the daily
airmebile eparation, :

14 February 1969

The 2d Brigade conducted aguabuzh, buchrnuster, sand footmobile opurae
tione on the l&4th, Direct fire support was provided by the 3-34 Axrty end
D/3-5 Cav. Th2 major cctivity of the Brigade occcured when three compenies
of 3«60 Inf surrcunded a Moin Force unlt estimsted to be of conmpany cine,
This contact five kilovsters south of Ben Tre deslt the cenemy a hard bloew,
resulting in forty-eight VC casualties, Contect began ecrly in the after-
noon when cecupants of the battelion Commﬁnd end Control helicopter spotted
six Viet Cong on & tveil, Alpha Cos;nny, 3d Battelion, 60th Infentry,
vee picked up and inserted by helicepter futo the lecation in northern
Begse Area 490, One enemy was killed immedictely., A Forwerd Alr Contreller’
then reroried eight cnewy crossing a stream near Alpha Compauy's position,
Gunshipz fro:w Deltea Troop, 34 Sguedron, 5th Cavalry, were celied in and
struck doum tyvo VC, The Battalion Cormuinder arranged tha insertion of
another compsay to block the enemy's flight, Comncny D, clready on an
Yeagle flight" to &nother location, wee diverted and inserted juet north
of. the streen to clese in on the encry's rear, D2lta Comspany ¢z into
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imucdiate contaet and killed eignt wire of the flceing cnemy, Company
A ripzuvered vy the strozs to assvws & bleeking poriticn,  Fe100 jeta
runded the aren snd ecgled off ass;bla escape routes to the east,
Guided by & “"Tomsle" FAC, two flights of fighters w2 cur fifteen move
Viet Corg. The sir cavelry worked the orea continususly, rakiang the
encmy vith rockets &nd "uinj-gun" fire, The Formard Aixr Controller control-
led his strikec with ckill end dexring, as Coupanies Alpha end Dzlta
vere nevary more then 300 meters apart when tne towbs fell, While
supporting fires blankcted the area, helicoptera 1ifted Charlie Company
from the decks of its troop varrier and inazrted the troops west of the
fray,

Gunchips continued to cover D Compony as they drove the encuy touwarde
the stresm, Artillery fire from 3-3% Arty killed at least three g the
D/3=5 gunchips vare adding three more VC to their totsl, Afcer establish=-
ing their night positionz, alert Infentrymen from Alpha Conpany epotted
and killed ten encwy ag they sttempted to slip out of the noose, Charlic
Compeny killed eix more VC trylfng to cvade the trap and the pounding
artillexvy Ly croszeing @ nearby stream under cover of darkneas,- The ,
Battalion Commander velated thst the eneny in the eres were runnlng fox
their lives and that the key to the success of the day was staying fluid
and being able to edjust to the tacticul situaticn, catching the enemy
before he could scatter, Despite the vehemance of the fighting, skillfully
executced tactics end accurate supporting fires held the friendly casualtics
to two, both enly slightly wounded,

Very successful operations in Dinh Tuong by the lst Brigadc boosted
the day's total VC KIA over 100 for the first time during the cited period.
Moving on fcot and in helicopters the "Recondos' eliminated {ifty-four,

The large Brigade totsl was sttributsable to another terrificelly praduct*ve
Night Search by 4£-39 Inf and B/3-17 Cav, Opereting in the sawe ares necr
Moc Hoa, thie deadly team killed twenty-eight at scattered locztions in
three houre, Air nobility wes iustrumentasl in obtaining other Brigade
results, The "Jitterbug" operations involuing elements of 3-39 Inf,

6-31 Inf, 191st ANC, B/3-17 Cav, and Sth Aviation Beattalion accounted for
thirteen wmwrc eneny decd, Oa footmobile patrols the men of 2-39 Inf

killed scven ou the northorn fringe of Base Areca 470 end fourd a weapons
cache of cuplosives, small arms awmwinition, aud rockets,

15 Februmy 1939

The Night Seavceh continuad to be a Nemesils for the Viet Cong,
Two sesrchee were carried cut ¢ ring the four hours before wmidnight. The
scarch by troops from 2-39 Tn€ 4 R/3.17 Cav reculted in fifteen VO
KIA east of Gigo Duc, Much fer .r to the north, west of Moc Hoa, 4-39 Inf
and C/7-1 Cav teamad to 1411 te . The gunners of H/3«17 Cav elso killed
five while accompanying 6-31 Ini on aoireobile operations during the day.
A Ranger tesm sbushed and killed three Viet Cong sfter dsrk in Base Aresn
13'70c
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Action jn Kicn Hoo was anticlimatic following the provicus day'ls
hesvy contact. "Jitterbug" cporciione by 3-60 Inf, 1624 AHC, and D/3«5
Cav acceunted for gix of the Prigede's nine enemy czsualties, In Long
An the enesy undevtook offensive zotion, attecking the Binh Phusc bese
cemp of 2-47 Inf with direct and indirect fire, Three US poldiers were
killed and tuonty=-two wounded, Five of the casuanlties were artillexymen
end one was 2 wivwber of the supporting eongineers, Nino cnemy bodies
vere found in a sweep which followed the vepuleed attack,

16 Ycbruary 196¢

"River Raidere" of 2d Brigade killed tventy-sevean in scettered
ection, In one conteet that involved 4-47 In{ in syporsdic fighting
all efternson, the infantrywen killed thirteen and supporting gune
ships added two, The ground force hed heen incerted by helicopter
and suffered nine wvounded in the initizl contact, Adrxmcbile assults
wvere alco made by 3«60 Inf end resulted in eight VC KIA at cne location,
five by the infuntry and three Ly D/3-5 Crv,

Gunghips and “'slicks' continued tc provide the key to lct Brigede
succesg, Sceond Battalion, 39th Infantry, wade 8 nunber of ajirmobile
&esults, transported by the 191st ANC and supported by B/3-17 Cav, At
one location west of Vinh Kim the tecm killed eleven in a brief encounter,
In the carly norning shertly efter umidnight the Hight Search by 4£-39 Inf
and Cf/7-1 Csv continnad and killed seven more,

17 February 1969

The encmy wee very difficult to locate and only thirty-two fell
in the Division's extensive search operations, Ten of these were
attributed to the Night Hunter tesm of 2-39 Inf and B/3-17 Cev just
east of Cai Be, Otherwise only the afirmobile assoults of 2-60 Inf,
3d Brigrnde, werce relatively successful, as the infantrymen loccted
and killed five encmy, capturing three uweapons, US casualties were
minimal, three wvounded,

18 Tebrucry 1969

Contact with the enemy increesred throvghout the Division's tactical
area, In Kien Hoa the "Jit%erbuz" oparation of 3-60 Inf, D/3~5 Cav,
and the 162d AHC involved : :veral inscrtions and caused six enemy
casugliies, Checksrboard 3 'rolg and renll amburhes by 3-60 Inf killed
eight Viet Cong after dark ad a Dushunster by 3-47 Inf eliminated five
at dusk nezar jts bsttalion .ice cenmp ot Five Support Beee Tiger II,

Of cigaificance in lst Brigade vio an eirmsbile assault by 4-39 Inf
Just north of Eage Aree 470 in the Plain of Resds, Vhile sweeping the
area the troops of C/4-39 Inf killed four enemy and destroyed five booby
traps aud seventecn bunkers, [Providing watchful protection from thedr

49

. ——



OECLASSIFED ] S

Ay VD 9274 50 |
Bv 7.}'““” s CArloa

.

-
airborne firing platforms, guanars from C/7-1 Cav picked off eleven
eneny as tie Infontiymen threaded their way through the Viet Cong forie
ificationz, The wideerznging alrrobile insevtions of 2-60 Inf slto

continuad to be the wost sueccasful mezans for locating the elusive
eucty in Long An, The infantry tcawmed with A/3-17 Cav to kill nine
VC &nd destroy five sempans in the vicinity of VC Islend,

19 Fehruary 1¢4

Contact dropped shorply throupghout the entive Divislon tactical
area as ensmy troops woere eble to . evade the pressiung infantrymen and aix
cevialry. Four battalions of lst Brigads were in tha fileld and conducte:d

© -cordon end seaxch, checkerboavd, ajir:obile end Nipght Hunter operctions,
but killed only fivs of the elusive enemy in the 24~hour period, Four
of theoe vere night Lille,

Second Brigade Mobile Riverine infantrymen eacountered slightly
better resulta, killing fifteen Vict Cong in widely scattered contacts
in wsetery Kien Hoa Proviace, Although the 2d Brigade suffered no fatalities,
eight iafentrymen were wounded by booby traps, The 3d Brigade in Loag
An Province also hind three battalions in the pzddies, They conducted bushmester
and checkechoard operations, but were able to kill only thrce enemy sold-
icrs, all of these aftex dark,

20 February 1959

The Battle of Ap Binh Dong

The searching, probing tactics of the 2d Brigade paid big dividends
on 20 February when the Mobile Riverine Force brought the 516th Viet Cong
Main Force Lattalion to bay and laced into them, killing ninety-nine,
Action bagan when Company C, 3~47 Inf, on a combined operation with the
126th Regional Force Company, received sporadic fire as they moved through
an area along the La Lai River, northwist of Giong Trom, Shortly there-
after Troop D, 3~5 Cav, brought in a prisoner who said that he was a member
of the 516th and that the battalion was deployed in full force along the
Ba Lei River, He stated further that the unit was splitting into two
groups, one moving north and the other moving east aloang the river,
Company C, 3-47 Inf, immediately undertook a search and destroy mission
to interdict the elemznt moving east, No contact was mede immediately, so
the company decided to push further east, Suddenly they began to receive
sniper fire,

At 1115 hours, helicop! :s from D/3<5 Cov ware screening the front of
- Company € vhen they receivec :utomatic weapons fire from thz junction of
the Rach Cau Pherg and the R.sh La Tri Rom (XS636262), Artillery and Air
Force jete wera called in to support, but the enemy fire persisted, dowm-
ing one cavalry helilcopter,
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Company B, 2060 Inf, wade an airmobile assault to the northeast of
the stremxs jeastinn, snd the he;laoptars came under heavy fire as they
lifted ofi follewing imsertion of the infantrymen, Charlie Cowmpany, 3«47
' Inf, reuzined in a blocking position wast of the stremm junction along
the Ea Lai River. The 126th R¥F Conpany moved glong the trail adjacent to
Co myany C, also to set up a blocking position, in this case, to the cast

At 1453 houra, B/3-~47 Inf madzs a hellibomme zssault to the south of
the strecam junction and were engaged Iinmediately by heavy automatic
weapous fire, 1t was appsarent at this time that the enemy force was of
a congliderable size. The company commnander and one platoon leader were
killed shortly after the insertion and the encmy began puaping in 60nm
mortar rounds. Realizing thelr precarlons positien, the men of Bravo
Company rcturned a heuvy volume of fire with thelr organic weupons and
inched towsid the enemy entrenchments, elimlnating the enemy onc by ona.

"Hle were surroundzd, so we hit the dikes and canals for cover,"
sald SP4 Phil Bavile, Rraovo Company radio~tclephone operator. 'They
had snipevs all avound ug, so we started putting out as much M-60
macihinegun {ire a8 we coulds Then with the help of the Csv, we moved
out to get them,"

At 1640 hours B/3-6C Inf was reinserted, this time to the left flank
of B/3-47 Inf gnd south of the stresm junction. Upon insertion, they
also ceme under heavy enemy fire, but this move sealed off the cordon
to the south and west. Company A, 3d Battalion, 47th Infantry, was
inserted at 1810 hours to the right flank of B/3=47 to seal off the escape
routes to the east along the Rach Ba Tri Rom. Company C, in its blocking
position, now became the ready reaction force.

By 1850 hours, all three companies were still in heavy contact with
the catvenched entmy, whose defenslve line was now defined as running east
and west genorally along the Rach Cau Pheng and Rach Ba Tri Rom. Tne enemy,
di.splaying unusually heavy flrepower, kept the infantrymen under a blanket
of .50 czliber and mortar fire. Although low on armunition, Bravo Company,
3-47 Inf, continued its filerce close-in combot, They ware not intimidated
by the enemy's fortifications and the three .50 caliber machineguns which
raked their position from no more than fifty meters away. As night fell,
however, the enemy positions had been pin-pointed and all friendly fires
coordinated., Delta Troop,; 3-5 Cav, screenad the northern fiank of the
cordon., lNow it was the enemy's lot to fedl the sting of artillery, as
Battery C, 3-34 Arty, pummeled the center of the cordon all through the
night with hundreds of 105mm howitzer rounds., Again and again the enemy
tried to break the noose forcefully, but the infauntrymen and artillery
pushed him back.

At first light on 21 February, the iafantiyuea swept the area,
assaulting the remzining enemy pockets of resistance. Intelligence
gathered on the battlefield and reports of the locel populace revealed
that the enemy force had been conposcd of the lst and 2& Companies,
516th Main Porce Bzttalion, and included the Battalion Command Post and a

[
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reinforced heavy veapens platoon. The bas.. casp of the 516th was also
completely chliterated,

The s ":Lp reveuled fifty~four cnemy bedies, bringin? the totsl of
knoym enamy kills for the ection to ninstyeninaz, Seven 9th Division
goldjiars 1 ¢t thalr lives in the bitter fighting and ten were woundad,
almcet all of thees in the initinl steges of tha Lattle,

In acticns in Dinh Tusng Provines to the nasth, lst Brigade troops
killed forty-six cnemy soldiers on 20 Februery., With four infuntry
battalions’in the field conducting cordon and sezich and checkerboerd
operaciong, und suppscted by B/3-17 Cev end 121st Anzault Helicopter
Company, the "Recordo" Brigede n2t the enemy scross the province in
contacts glmsst & numzrous ac kille, The Viet Coug units were still
splinteved to &void contzct with Sth Division troops, who were stslking
the encny now almet mman for maa,

Third Rrigade troops conducting land, waper and ajrmobile operations
killed a total of ten enemy soldiers in Long An Province on 20 February
in another doy of light contact, Three wan were wounded by encmy booby
traps, '

21 Febreary 1049

The Divinion's cowbined armg team killed sixty-two Viet Cong, by
this timz a moderate result for the "Old Reliables". Four US soldiers
were wounded, sagain by some of the thousandz cof bocby traps which lie
in treacherous wait for both the wary amé unvary., The 1lst Brigade
fielded &l11 four of its battalions on checkerboard end airmobile oper-
ationg, supported by B/3-17 Cov gunships., Combat operations for the 24
hour pariod resulved in twentye-nine enemy killed, twenty-six of these
by Night Hunter end night arbush operatione, -

The 2¢ Brigade Msbile Riverine Force had three infantry battalions
in the rice paddies, conducting checkerboard and cagleflight operstions,
Twenty~four enemy scldiers were killed by 2d Brigade while the 3d Brigade
added eix to the Division total for the day.

22 Febzuary 196

-

Action picked up again, as 9th Division elemznts killed nincty-
five encny scldiers in night and day actions spresd throughout the

F~ -
tactical aren of interect, First Brigade claments asccounted for forty-

seven of the tctal in &sctions in Dinh Tuong Province, Showing their usttle
as adept night fightexs, Brigade units killed thirty-seven of this
nurber during darkness hours, In Night Hunter oparations covering a

wide area northvest of Cal Be, gunship crewa of B/3-17 Cav tesuad up with
troopers of 439 Inf to kill twentyesix Viet Cong. Eetween 0100 and 0300
hours, a pstrol from 239 Inf sgrang three separate ambushes, killing
" eleven of the surprised enamy ond sinking two sarpons, In daylight

v
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airmobile operations 4£-39 Inf killed twslve enemy in scattered contact
around Cai Lay. Third Brigade elementa, with Trosp A, 3-17 Cavalry,
killed five Viet Ceng in enother day of infrequent contsct with the
enewy in Long An Prevince,

River Raidere of the 2d Brigcde's &4~47 Inf accounted for forty~
three enemy dead, twenty-cixz of which resulted when the {nfantrymen
pounced on &n estimuted Viet Cong compsny three miles from the brigade’s
Een Tre base camp, Action begsn in wmid~meraing when Company C killed
nine cnemy on & sweep southeast of the province capital. Firing in
¢irect support of the infantryman, artillerywzn of the 3-~34 Arty killed
five enemy soldiers, Corpany A went ashore from Navy "Tango" borte
just north of Company C in an attempt to box in the Viet Cong., Althoush
they ran into &n anbush and were pinncd down, Coupony A wce eble to kill
five of the euncuy, Contact continued through the afterncon with ground
trcops and gunship crews of D/3~5 Cav killing ten more encmy., Company D
was inserted late in the afternocon to aesist in sealing in the eneny, but
the Viet Cong were able to slip out under cover of darkness,

Singled out for bravery in this action wes WOL David J, Newkirk
of D/3-5 Cav, vhe blatantly exposed his light observation helicopter
to encmy snipers in order to locate thefr pcasitions, Hovering his light
airergft just above the nipa palm and using the propwash of his blades
to separate the foliage, Newkirk located several snipers and silenced
them with his wini-guns and grenades, Although his sireraft received
numerous hits, he continued these daring tactics until all of the enemy
snipers menacing the advancing Riverine infantrymen had been eliminated
He then directed the infantrymen to cther encmy positions he had spotted,

When the company he was supporting was unable to reach an area in
the dense vegetstion suitsble for medical evacuation of the wounded,
Newkirk volunteered to maneuver his craft through a small opening in
the trees to pick up the seriously wounded, Although under enemy auto-
matic weapone firc, the pilot skillfully lowered his helicopter, clipping
the heavy foliuage with both his m2in end tail rotors., The enemy fire
intengified during the laborious loading process, but Newkirk refused to
lift off until as many wounded as he could carry were abosrd. After the
dustoff, the stecly aviator rcpeated the heroic action a second tiume,
Newkirl's actions typify the helicopter pilots from every cavalry troop
and assault helicopter company supporting the 9th Division, Their
bravery and esprit are extraordinary snd were a m2jor fector in the un-
precedented success of the Sth Division's helicopter-infantry team,

23 Februsry 1969

A total of 104 cnemy soldiers lost their livee in.many contects with
9th Division clements on 23 February., The lst Brigade with supporting air

cavalry and artillery accounted for seventy=-two of the total, well over half
of these in night contacts designed to keep the Viet Cong off balance
. énd deny them movement at night, In scattered night incidents northwest

it
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of Caj Be, cavalrymen of B/3~17 Csv killed twenty-eight enemy,
Infantrywen of the 2-39 Inf found the bodies of .thirteen enemy who

had been killed earlier by the howitzers of 1-11 Arty. Riflemen of
6-31 Inf reported eleven enemy soldiers killed by air cavalry in action
west of Moc Hua, The infefitrymen also located eight AK~47 rifles,
tyelve 82mm mortar rounds and twenty-three cases of rifle ammunition,
While supporting an airmobile operation north of Cai Be, the 19lat
Assault Helicopter Company killed fourteen cnamy &s the supported
infantrymen killed five,

. Respousible for the success of these many small unit operations
were individuzl acts such as thoce of Private First Class Gary E, Duan,
& rifleman with Compeny A, 4-39 Inf, The cowpany was making a reconn~-
alssance~in-force when it came under heavy fire from an estimated enemy
company, Dunn's platoon was directed to maneuver to the right to prevent
an enemy flanking movement, Dunn volunteered to walk point and was
thirty-five meters ahesd of his platoon, making his way through the dense
nipa, whea he spotted an enemy squad setting up an ambush directly in
front of him, Reacting quickly, Dunn killed two of the would~be ambushers
and other platoon members killed two more as the enemy fled, Without
the cool professionalism and bravery of Dunn and thousands of infantrymen,
displayed dsy after day in siwmilar situations, many American soldiers
would have disd unnececsarily.

Secend Brigade elements accounted for nineteen of the division total
on the 23d while conducting "Jitterbug" end bushmaster operations in an
&ttempt to locate the elusive Viet Cong. BRooby traps and enemy mortars
wounded thirtcen and killed one 2d Brigade soldier, leaving no mistske
that 1life for the Amarican soldier in the upper Delta is constantly
threatened,

The 3d Brigade killed thirteen Viet Cong in scattered Long An Province
actions and vhile repulsing an enemy mortar and rocket attack on the Brigade
Headquarters at Tan An, Sergeant First Class Robert F. Baugher demonstrated
that feats of hevoism are not confined to the rice paddies, but that
support troops, tco, are capable of valor in the face of the enemy,

Baugher, on perimster guard at Tan An, was onc of the first to react to
enemy movement spotted outside the berm, When his section of the perimater
received enemy rockets from close range, Baugher went from bunker to

bunker encoureging his men, redistributing ammunition and removing the
wounded, ‘He personally defended a bunker which had received two hits from
the rockets and kept the enemy from penetrating his defense,

During the same attack, Chief Warrant Officer Thomas R, Wie, a pilot
in Troop A, 3-17 Cav, showed cxecptisnal wvalor when he repeatdiedly flew his
" Cobra gunehip in low pesses over the intense automatjc wespons and rocket
fire, Although his ship received three hits, he continued to rocket and
strafe the enemy in this manner until the enemy fire was silenced, His acts
were instrumentel in preventing the enemy from firing twenty rockets
already emplaced just outside the perimeter, Ten 3d Brigade soldiers were
‘'wvounded, but none wag killed,

-
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2L Fooruaey 1369

Checkerbenrd, cordon and sesrch, bushmastery and Night Hunter
operations carrled cut by the four battalions of the ist Brigade through-
cut Dioh Tucng Province resulted in forty-five enemy gsoldiers killed, Two
brigade soldiers were ysunded by enemy booby traps e&s the infantrymen
and supporting helicopters from B/3-17 Cav aund 19ist Assault Helicopter
Cempany continved theivr wathodical eliminztion of the enemy by ones
and twoes,

Second Brigode elemoents uaccounted for thirty-~five Viet Cong killed
&s the Riverinemzn ferretted out the VC from their watery, leech-infested
and overgroum hideouts in Kien Hoe Frovince, Thirteen US soldiers were
wounded, myst of these by booby traps,

The 3d Brigade ond supporting elements killed eight enemy soldiers,

bringing the Division total for this date to eighty-seven cncmy dead,
Brigade treops suffered eight wounded,

25 Februoyy 1969

"01d Reliable” units killed a total of 117 Viet Cong in another day
of scattered actions, The 2«39, 3-39, 4-39 and 6-31 Inf battalions of
the 1lst Brigaede continued to gpply their proven formula for finding the
VC, Bushwazter, "Jitterbup", and Hight Hunter operations netted fifty-
gix enewy kille, Delts Treop, 3«5 Cav, end B/3-17 Cav provided gunship
support while 191st Assault Helicopters flew with their bellies full
of infantryusa, Forty of the brigade kills came during widely dispersed
night zctions as the "Recondos' continued to deny the night to the Viet
Cong in Dinh Tuong., Three booby trap incidents caused the Brigade's
casuclties of six wounded end one killed,

Third Dripgsde units accounted for thirtye-six of the enemy casualties,
alwost all of these coming from a night awbush by infantyymen of the 247
Mechanized Infantry, At sbout 1000 hours tracks from 2-47 Inf caught
an estinated Viet Cong company coving through their night awbush positions
five kilometere north of Tam An, Alpha Company's ambush was first to make
contact with the enemy., The Viet Cong tried to evade, only to find them-
selves encnarled in tuo ether awbushes, Dy daylight, three enemy bodies
had been counted, In addition, five AK-47 rifles, one pistol, one machine-
gun, gix rocket launchers, elevan grenades, and ten rockets were captured.
The m2chanized infentryman suffered oné man wounded, Four US troops were
wounded by three seperate booby trape. Altliough the enemy was painfully
and meticulcusly efficient with his deadly booby traps, he remained unable
to inflict lessez by offensive actions,

Mobile Riverine troopers with supporting artillery and helicopters
conducted checkerbosrd, bushmasterg and airmobile operations resulting
in twenty-five encmy coldiers killed in scattered ections in Kien Hoa

* Province,

o
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26 February 1089

The 3~47, 4~47 and 3~00 Tnf battelions of 2d Brigede conducted
waterwobile and sirwchile operstionz, killing thirty-nine enemy in wvwidely
scattered contacts, Third Battalion, 34th Avtillery aad -D/3.-5 Cav gave
the infantrymon protection and previded pure of the killing punch whilce
the 162d¢ Awxgeult Helicopter Company ferried the tecops during =irmsbile
operations, The prics of comwbat success woe highor thar normnl this day,
28 boodby trsps killed three and wounded five US coldier:z.

The lst Drigede, en feotusbile ond cirwobile operatious throughout
their tacticzl areu, pressed the enewy in wony em2ll undt contzcte, killing
twventy~two and bringing the Division totsl for 26 February to sixty-one
dead, During the coursc of the day, elements of the Brigade fourd and
destroyed thirty howemade booby trapsz,

All pearticipants in the coubat zone ere subject te encountering the
enemy, Captoin Emile Robert, an ertilleryunn, distinguished himpelf by
exceptionally gsallant acticns on 26 Februrnvy, Artillery licison cfficer
with 4<39 Inf, Captain Rebert waa flying with the dattalion commander
during & night operation vhen & radic call for helg was received frou a
Long Range Reconncinsence Patrol surrounded by the Viet Cong. All but two
of the eightecn LRPP'3 hnad been wounded, severzl of them seriously, end
it eppeared the team wao in a state of near panic as they felt the
eneny closing in oen them, One heliconter had elresdy been dovmed in au
effort to evezcuate the wounded, but Robert znd the battolion commander
proceedcd dirvectly to the site end landed, Perceiving the precariousness
of the situetion, Robert immediztcely erranged the lesz seriously wounded
into & defensive perimeter and cellected the ceriously wounded for evac-
uation, all the while administering first aid. Unable te cell in enother
dustoff helicopter until the enemy guns hod been silenced, Robert uced
the radio to adjust crtillery fire onto the enemy. Standing in full
view of the cnemy position, now ecilenced by the artillery fire, Robert
gulded the m2dical cvacuation helicopter into the smull clearing. Because
of Captain Robert's alert and cool actione the enemy wns unable to everrun
the smsll unit and destroy the dowmed helicopter. Six cnemy soldiers were
known to ke dead from the contact,

27 February 1859

In anothsr day of scattered oontacts 9th Division units rocked up
eighty~tvo encuy cgoldiers killed, During airmobile and footmobile op-
erationg in Dinh Tucng Provinee, lst Brigade units killed a total of
fifty-seven Viet Cong, thirty-cight of theae at nighit, Cited for heroic
action in the 1st Brigede on this date vae Scrgeant Williaw J, Hatfield,

a squed leader with Company C, 4-329 Inf, Hatfizld's squad was the point
eleimant for the platoon as it moved through a heavily vegetated area

rezr a villagne, Suddenly the sergeant and his men were asbushed by an enemy
.squad concealed nesxby. Hatfield, ewere that his cquad was in a heavily
baoby tresped erea ard that most of hie men were ncew and inexperienced, took
the polat himself g£nd led hie nen in g flenking movemant arcund the encny
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ambush site. Uhen the sergesnt sighted two Viet Cong prepering to fire
on his squad again, he threw 2 grenade vhich wounded the two and caused
the ambushers to veireat. Hatfield then secured the equipment abandoned
by the fleeing enemy and continued his mission with nc casualties,

Flencnts of the 2d Brigade accounted for gever of the Division
ctal enemy kills in a day of very light contact for the Riverinemen.
hird Brigade units and thelr supporting air cav and artillery killed
elghteen Viet Cong, almost all of these resulting from night action.

r

=
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§ Tebruary 3962

P
J.
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Ninth Diviedion troops kitlad ninety enemy soldlers in a day of
scattered end oftzn blzgrre combat., The 2d Brigade Mobile Riverine
Force sccounted for fifty-nine of the total in almost exclusively day-
light contacts. 7The lst Brigade killed twenty-one enzmy, most of these
in night sctions, and 3d Brigade cowited ten enemy bodies. One
particularly treacherous 105mm booby trap incident killed two US soldiers
and wounded twenty-two others in the 2d Brigade,

In one of the more unusual storles of combat, Specialist Four Jose
T. Alejsndze was cited for exceptionsl bravery on 28 February while a
rifleman in Cowpany D, 3-47 Inf. Company D was on g reconnaissance-in-
foerce soutizast of Ben Tre when smoke grenades were thrown from helicopters
flying overhead, indicating suspicious activity to the left of the company's
position. Alejandro and six other infentuymen volunteered to investigate.
Walking point for th2 tiny element, Alejandro entered a wocodline and came
across two Viet Cong attempting to detonate some booby treps they had )
planted in the area. Since the mines were obviously intended for Alejandro's
companions in the rear, he charged the two enemy soldiers and engaged
them in hand to hand combat,

During the close combat with the two, Alejandro shattered the butt
of his rifle. Undaunted, he took off his steel helmet and swung it like
a ball &ad chain to ward off the enemy. Several other enemy soldiers
began firing at him from a nearby bunker complex. Again with utter dis-
regard for his safety, Alejandro charged the bunkers, mortally wounding
two of the ememy and chesing the others back into a tunnel, Having ex-
hausted his own supply of ammunition, he picked up one of the enemy's
wezgpons and continued toward the tummel, Although under fire now from
another leocation, the rifleman moved adroitly to the tunnel entrance
and threw in hand grenades. When an enemy soldier who had survived the
blast tried to escape the tunnel, Alejandro, still- under enemy fire, stood
gusrd at the tunnel enirance Lo Keep ulm from escaping. As 8 result of
the infantryman's gallantry, nine enemy scldiers were killed and one
captured,

.J_March 1963

The actions on 1 March gave indication that the staccato pace
of enemy contacts established in February would continue. At a time -
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wien a unit of lecz detexmination wight incline to relax and bagk in

the glow of success, the 2th Infantry Division-actually increased the
tempo and teanacity of its efforte against the tough, resourceful

enemy in the Delta. Duving dey and night actions, 9th Division elements
kiiled 109 Viet Cong in contacts throughout the tactical area.

Pirst Brigade Infantrymen and supporting ailr cavalry killed fifty-
seven enemy soldiers, forty~three of these in Night Hunter and night
smbush operations., Booby trep incidents continmued to be the major
source of US canualties as fourteen men were wouided in four separate
incideate. By the adrolt rotation of meupowor snd helicopter hours, the
1st Brigade malntalned the stinging pressurc on the encmy 24 hours a
day.

Gullantry ond heroic action was frequent throughout the day, but
the sctions of Captain Gozdon DoRoos of Company C, 4-39 Inf, stood
apert. Delhoos and his cowpeny were or a night ambush patrol near
the villeps of My Trinh in Dinh Tuong Provincz. As he led his men
fuko position, they come under intense enemy automatic weapons fire.
The encay was encconced in bunkers along a woodline, not more than 150
meters &wsy. Delcog aad his wen returned a heavy base of fire which
silenced the ensmy temporarily. Having reccived no fire for thirty
minutee, the coupony prepared to move out, but was pinned down again
by fire from the woodline. DsRoog called im artillery, whilch destroyed
two cuzmy bunkers and egaln silenced the cuemy firing. Shortly
aftexr the awvcillery ccased, the persistent Viet Cong sent out snipers to
harass the compony whiic other enamy troops crawled silently toward
its position.

Finally the cnemy began a heavy barrage of fire with RPG's, M-79's,
and sutomatic weapons, serlously wounding seversl of DeRoos' men,
Disrcgarding his personal safety, the Captain ran 100 meters under the
encny fire to the positions most criticslly hit. Finding two men
seriously wounded, he administered first aid and pulled them back to
a cafer position. DeRooo regrouped a small force snd led an assault
against onc of the nearest enemy positions, killiug three of the Viet
Cong. HKHe then led an elcment of his company to the enemy's flank in
order to catch them in a deadly cross fire. As a result five additiomal
eneny were killed and at least twice that number wounded. The remainder
cf the enemy force retreated in panic.

Elemcats of the three battalions of 2d Brigade conducted footmobile
and watermoblile operations which resulted in twenty-geven enemy killed
on 1 Merch. The highly scattered contacts were supported by D/3-5 Cav
and the 162d Asseult Helicopter Corpeny. Third Brigade troops with air
suppnrt from B/3-17 Cav and 240th Asssult Helicopter Company added six-
teen encny dead to the total in scattered airmobile and bushmastexr actions.

2 March 1969

In another day of griunding action 9th Division units found and
eliminated seventy-seven of the harried enemy. First Brigade elements

}
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Five US scldiers wese wounded ia lst Bilgade actious.

During an alrmobile operation, Lieutenant Colonel David H, Hackworth,
commanding officer of the 4-39 Inf, displzyed gallant leadership in the
face of the enemy. Elewments of his command were being extracted from a
large enemy wirefinld while under heavy enemy fire. Hackworth made a
visuzl reconnaisgsouce of the area from his ccmmand and control helicopter
and thea procesded at low gltitude to sezk tha shortest path for his
troops to follow. Iie then directed his helicopter pilot to land so that
he might ingtruct the company comnandexr of his findings. Upon landing,
Hackworth disecovexed that the company commznder had been seriously wound-
ed by a mine. With audacious disregard for the enemy fire and the mine=
field, the battalion commander moved to the company commander and carried
him personully to safety. He repeated his actions a second and third
time to remove the wounded from the area of contact., Hackworth then
took contrel of the compeny himgelf and led them from the minefield to
the helicopter plek up zone. He peresonally. guided the madical evacuation
helicopter into the tiny open area, still under enemy fire. He remained
on the ground until all of the infantrymen wore loaded and the last afrcraft
had extracted. Hic tiwely actlons and bravery undoubtedly suved pumezous
American iives aud provided an inspiration to his wen.

Foot mobile and watermoblle operations of the 2d Brigade accounted for
eighteen encmy kille on this date and 3d Brigade troops killed six.

5 March 1969

Nincty-five enemy soldiers lost their lives to "Old Reliable" forces
using sesrch end pounce tactics. The lst Brigade killed sixty-one of the
total while conducting cordon and search end Night Search operatioms.

A voving Night Search operation involving C/7-1 Cav and 4-39 Inf netted
twelve Viet Cong killed and gix sempane destroyed as the team searched over
the western third of Dinh Tuong Province. Company E, 2-39 Inf, executed a
Night Raid on an intelligence target wzst of Cal Be and killed fifteen enemy.
As artillery fllwmination lit the target area, 9th Aviation Battalion
helicopters touched dowm and the infentrymen quickly diffused into the area.
The enemy wes taken by complete surprise.

"The minute our presence was known, the whole area was crawling with
people," sald Major John Purdy, Battalion Opzrations Officer. '"Most of
them were running like crazy for the woodline." Ninth Aviation gunships
killed seven Viet Cong in the woodline and the infantrymen killed elght.
The remaining thirty-five kills by lst Brigade on 5 March came during
smsll contacts-throughout the province.

The 2d Brigade using air and water craft for transport to conduct
checkerboard and bushmaster operations, met with less success egainst the
elusive Kien Hoa Viet Cong. Brigade elecments killed nineteen enemy while
suffering four soldiers wounded by enemy booby traps hidden in the dense

wegetation. Checkerboard and airmobile operatfons in Long An Province by

the 3d Brigade resulted in fifteen enemy dead.

< e
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6 Marech 1569

lst Drigade soldicrs killed 107 of the encmy in a day action sharply
increased from the alrvesdy hesvy pace for the month. Most of the actions
were agiin scattered and small, but one contact begun by a sharp-eyod 1l&ist
Agsault Helicopter Company pilot resulted in forty-three enemy dead and
disrupted the moeting of the VC Dinh Tuong area command. 'We spotted an
individual with a waspon in &n open rice paddy," sald Warrant Officer Mike
Hole, the gunsihip pilot. "At first I thought he might be an ARVN soldier,
but when we went down to check him out he jumped into the water. We were
only flfty feact away when he fired a burst at us, smashing the chin bub-
ble and sun vicor. My doorgunner reacted fast and killed him."

Before the afternoon was over, the gunships had killed thirty-nine
Viet Cong and taken nine detainees. Troops of the 6-31 Inf added four
more. Holt sad cne other gunship piloted by Lieutenant Mike Arruti flew
on station for two hours until alwmost g1l their fucl and all the zwmunition
had been egpended. Prior to departing the scene Holt and his crew captured
a Viet Cong cowpany cowmander of the 514 C Mala Force Battaliom.

Almwobile, footmobile, and watermabile cperations by the 2d Brigade
on 6 March turned up only twelve enemy kills in another day of rather light
contact for the Riverinemen. Third Brigade units killed a total of nine
Viet Cong In scattered contacts imn Long An Province while sustainiog wo
cacualties.

7 March 1969

Grinding away with their variegated and flexible tactics Division troops
searched out and killed a total of 122 Viet Cong. First Brigade infantry-
men and supporting artillery and helicopters conducted bushmaster, cordon

and search, and Night Hunter operations which located and killed seventy-
six of the enemy. Sixty-thrce of these kills cane at night as a result of
embush or Night Search operations.

Sixteen of the thirty-cne 2d Brigade killed occurred during the hours
of darkness. The 3d Brigade in Long An Province acceounted for the remain-
ing fifteen of the Division total.

8 March 1969

)

1zt Brigade snd supporting forces killed gixty-three epemy soldiara
out of a total of 111 for the wholz Division.” The only large contact came
when "Bounty Hunter" gunships of the 191st Assault Helicopter Compsny teamod
with 4-39 Inf to kill seventeen Viet Cong twelve miles northwest of Cal De
in -Dinh Tuong Province. Ag the infantrymen gezrched the muddy nipa palm
line the helicopters flying close support killed eleven of the seventeen
‘Viet Gong. -
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"Cousidering the heavy action we'lve been baving for the past seven
days, this is & breegk toduy," said Major Alvin B, Morris, lst Brigade
Intelligence Of£fjcer, "ihe VC scem to be back in earnest to their
tactics of avoding centact with us," .

The 24 Brigade Mubile Riverine Force, on bushmaster and checker-
board opzrations killed fortyesix enemy soldiers, The contacts were
widely scattercd as usual, Four wmiles south of Ben Tre, twe Viet Cong
suinuers tried to minz a boat from the 1037th Transportation Conipany
(Mzdium Doat). On board waie two howituers of 3-34 Arty, the Riverine
Artillery. "When 1 scw & bush with & face undnr it floating uear our Mike
boat, T was suspicioue," said Specialist Jey Thrower. "I threw & concussion
gernade and that teok cure cf both of them, but the current was so swift
that ve never recover thelr bodies,

Llemonts of the three battalions of 3d Prizade conducted airmobile
and bushmaster opevations egsinst e virtually invisdkl® enemy in Long An
Proviuce, killing only two Viet Cong.

9 Mareh 1669

A total of eighty-five cnemy died as 9th Infantry Division units
continued to bresk down into plstoon and squad size elements to root out
or entice the Vict Cong to fight., The rcsult in terms of enemy body
count is indisputable cvidence of the succecs of these tactics, but this
simple statistic suboumes the multitudinous, often heroic individual
efforts which made the tactics work., A noteworthy example occurred on
this date as lst Brigede eliminated thirty-nine enemy, twenty-five at
night, Setgeant Noiton J. Richard, & platoon sergeant with Compeny B,
4-39 Infantry, was cited for gallantry in action when his company was
pinned down Ly intense fire from Viet Cong in buukers, Richard located
two enemy positious from which his unit was receiving particularly heavy
fir, In this precarious situaticn Richard immediately took the inftiative,
The sergeant grebbed two light Anti-Tank Weapons (LAW's) and ran across
more than scventy~five ueters of ppen area under heavy ememy fire,
Assunidng an exposed firing position diredtly in line with two enemy
bunkers, he took aim and destroyed both bunkered positioms. Sergeant
Richard's action broke the back of the enemy defense and undoubtedly
saved man of his nen's lives,

The 2d Brigade accounted for thirty-one kills on this date with
footmobile and airmobile oparations throughout Kien Hoa, Checkerboard,
bushmaster snd airmobile operations by units of the 3d Brigade added
fifteen eneny bodies to the Division total,

10 March 1989

This was enother day of footmobile, watermobile, and asirmobile
operations vhich blanketed the three provinces and brought about widely
scattered contact with small enemy bands., Body count for the wvhole
Divisiom was seventy-nine, now a relatively low figure.

\
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The teawm of fnfauntry, ertillery, and Army aviation in Kien Hoa Province
eliminsted thircy-eeven by veing cthe vhole bag of taetical tricks., Two
battalisne vere deployed on checherbosrd operations and one opersted with
the Brigede's alc assets, Two coupanies from 347 Inf were inserted by
gir to expleit frech intelligence and killed five Viet Cong, discovering
an exteanivec bunker complex in the process, Southeast of Ben Tre a well-
laid anbush was the downfell of fifteen of the eneay during the night,

Decondo troopzre of tha 1lst Brigsde kill:d thirty-three, A bush~
master opération by 239 Inf resultcd in contoct with an enemy force of
unknown size, of which six were lkilled. The Jufantrymen also ambushed two
sampans novigrting a cangl at night and disputched the four occupants dure
ing a brief ongagemnrnt, A Night Huntes by 4-39 Inf and A/7«1 Cav tallied
fifteen VC KIA during derkiness hours in western Dinh Tuong Province, Nine
enemy fell to the "CoeDevil' Brigade in Long An during checkerboard and
eirmobile operations, Over 100 pounds of medical supplies were captured
by 5-8&0 iuf neoar Rach Kien, :

11 March 1689
Battle of Thanh Phu

This was a big day for lst Brigedc and an especially active oune for
2-39 Inf. A bushmaster by 2-39 resulted in eleven enemy dead during the
early moruning houxs before daybreok and at first light the Lattalion re-
deployed to condvet cordon and sgearch and airmcbile operations. While
sweeping the ground following one insertion C/2-39 Inf contacted en enemy
force, later deternined to be the 261B Main Force Battalion, in fortified
positions. Bediore the day ended lst Brigade had executed the biggest en-
circlemsnt of the cited period and provided a clasaic example of the ''seal"
and enemy destruction which were the goal of all 9th Division air and foote
mobile seaxch tetics. In action lasting into the early morning of 12 Marxch
the Brigade Cownander, Colonel Ira A, Hunt, Jr,, directed the air inser-
tion of eight infantry companies and commanded a combined arms effort which
reduced the Viet Coug battalion to ccudat ineffectiveness,

Prior to mid=day C/2-39 Inf had not been able to establish contact
with the enemy duving "Jitterbug" insertions., Several intelligence tar-
gets had been checked out and found devoid of enemy when the battalien
comnander decided to investigate an arca along the Kinh Tong Doc Luc Canal
near the hamlet of My Phuoc Tay., The airborne pergsounel detector, or
"People Sniffer", in the eir cavalry troop command and control helicopter
had obtained a significantly high reading over the erea, CS gas was used
to flueh out the enemy but no movement was detected, so a platoon from
the company wag ineerted and movad cautiously towsrd a line of bunkers,

* Cobra gunships engaped a few Viet Cong in the bunkers, but started a

grass fire vhich grew and, rekindled elsevhere by subsequent rockets and

airstrilkes, lasted all day, In the later stages of the battle the smoke

and fire detracted from the ebility of gunship pilots and forward air con-

trollers to support the ground trcops, whose forward locations were often
‘invisible to the pilots, The platoon approached through a booby=-trapped
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arca to within fiftsen moters of the bunkers before coming under a fusile .
lede of enemy fire, The eneny force wns obviously tco large for the in-
fantry pletoen, which atiempted to withdraw, Several menVof the platoon
were injured during this withdcawal through booby traps and mines., The
gunships were unable to suppress the enemy fire because the action was
now tekivg place under a cloud of suwoke, Another plateon from C/2-39

Inf was inserted to the south of the first and assisted in the withdrawal
of the belernguered platoon and the evacuaticon of its casuzlties. DBecaupe
of the smoke, cuasualties, and coufusion, tha decicion was made to extract
the elemants of Cf2-39 Inf, but in the meantime inctructions had been
given to ruady sevewal other companies for inmertion around the enemy
position. Ariillery pleces were being moved into position to support the
ground troops and Alr Force forvard air controllers were in position to
guide air striles,

The immadizte goal was to encircle the enemy positions, to seal him
in & "doughnut" of Amarican troops, Artillery, air strikes, and gunships
could then be used to pound the center, Insertions were planned, accord-
ingly, to cut off the easny cscape routec, This meant, first, the place=
went of troops either side of the bunkered positions, which lay along an
east-u2st canal, Ae the insertions took place, artillery and gunship
fire aud air strilkes were placed all sround the enemy to contain him,
Southr ¢f the eanal B/2-39 Inf was placed oa the ground st 1415 hours to
block the canal on the esst, Ten utility heljcopters inserted A/2-39 Inf
en the west at 1511 hours, Shortly after 1630 houzrs C/6-31 Inf was air=
1ifted into the center, where the initfal contact hed becen made, All
three companics moved toward positions along the canal; but found the
going very tough, Mines and booby traps wzre everyvhere and the Viet Cong
reactad with well-placed fire from small arms, automatic weapons, and
mortars, Some timely sirstrikes sssisted the advance greatly, however,
by leveling the ares to the front and chsing m;ny of the booby traps to
detonate prematurely,

Attention was then shifted to the north of the canal. Though rela=
tively wide &nd deen, the canel could not be considered a natural barrier
and, unless prevented, the Viet Cong could be expacted to make thelr es-
cape to the north, Threc companics were inserted on the north side: A/
4=39 Inf at 1720 hours in the center, A/6=31 Inf at 1742 hours on the
west, and C/4-39 Inf at 1912 hours on the east, At some time during the
night 211 of thesd coupanies engaged Viet Cong asttempting to escape the
encirclement, Because of the great distance between the left and right
flanks of the blocking foce on the south of the canal, two additicnal
companics were inserted after dark to complete the seal, At2031 hours
A/3-39 Inf wos placed in the center, to the rear of C/6-31 -Inf, and
passed to the left te fill the gap between C/6-31 and A/2-39, Charlie
Company, 2-39 Inf, by this time refreshed, was placed at 2100 hours
between B/2-39 Inf on the east and the center, A

Sporadic contact continued until 0200 hours on 12. March. Illumi=-
nation was provided by Air Force "Spooky" flare ships and artillery. A
sweep of the battlefield began at 0400 hours and the results coupled

" with ealier observations, indicated a total enemy body count of geventy=

two, This disappointed expectations, as did the number of weapons which
4
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area to within fifteen moters of the bunkers balove ccmiﬂa under a fusile .
lede of enemy fire, The encmy force uas,obviously tco large for the in=-
fentry plotoon, which atiempted to withdraw, Several men of the platoon
ware injured during this withdrawal through booby traps and mines, The
gunships were unable to suppress the enemy fire because the action was
now teking place under a cloud of snoke, Another platoon from C/2-39

Inf was inserted to the south of the first and assisted in the withdrawal
of thc belezguered platoon and the evacuation of its casuzlties, Because
of the smoke, casualties, and coufusion, the decision was made to extreoct
the elements of C/2-39 Inf, but in the meantime inctructions had been
given to resdy several other ccwpanies for imsertion asround the enemy
position. Avtillery pleces were being moved into position to support the
ground troops and Alr Foree forward ajdyr coutrollers were in position to
gulde aiyx str}kcb.

The immediste goal was to encircle the enemy positions, to seal him
in & "doughnut" of Amarican troops. Artillery, air strikes, and gunships
could then be used to pound the ceater, Insecrtions were plenned, accord=~
ingly, to cut off the eusny escape routec, This meant, first, the plece-
ment of troops cither side of the bun!ered positions, vhich lay along an
easteucst canul. Ae the Iinsertions took place, artillery &nd gunship
fire a2ud air strikee were placed gll eround the enemy to contain him,
Soutir ¢f the conal B/2-39 Inf was placed on the giound at 1415 houxs to
block the cannl on the ezst, Ten utility helicopters inserted A/2-39 Inf
¢n the west at 1511 hours, Shortly after 1630 hovrs C/6-31 Inf was aix-
lifted inte the center, where the ifaitlal contact had becen made, All
three companics moved toward positions along the canal, but found the
golng very tough., Mines and booby traps wzre everywhere and the Viet Cong
reactad with well-placed fire from small arms, automatic weapons, and
mortars, Somn timely asiratrikes assisted the advance greatly, however,
by leveling the area to the front and causing mzny of the booby traps to
detenate prematurely.

Attention was then shifted to the north of the canal. Though rela-
tively wlde and deep, the canal could not be considered a natural barrier
and, unless prevented, the Viet Cong could be expected to make their es~
cape to the north, Threec companies were inserted on the north side: A/
4-39 Inf at 1720 hours in the center, 4/6=31 Inf at 1742 hours on the
west, and C/4~30 Inf at 1912 hours on the east., At gome time during the
night &l1 of thesd coupanies engaged Viet Cong attempting to escape the
encirclement, Because of the great distance between the left and right
flanks of the blocking foce on the south of the canal, two additicnal
companics were Inserted after dark to complete the seal, At2031 hours
A/3-39 Inf vas placed in the center, to the rear of C/6-31 -Inf, and
pessed to the left to £ill the gap between C/6-31 and A/2-39, Charlie
Company; 2-39 Inf, by this time refreshed, was placed at 2100 hours
between B/2=39 Inf on the east and the center,

Sporadic contact continued until 0200 hours on 12. March. Illumi=
nation was provided by Air Force "Spooky" flare ships and artillery., A
swveep of the battlefield began at 0400 hours and the results coupled
" with ealier observations, indicated a total enemy body count of geventy~
two, This diseppointed expectations, as did the number of weapons which

v .
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were found, Both counts were low becsuse troops making the sweep were
tired and the dense vegetation slong the canal still concealed nuazrous
mined and booby traps. The conviction that more damage had been done the
Viet Cong force was substenticted by the testimony of a prisoner tsken one
month later, The PW hed been Adjutent of the 261B Battallion and revealéd
that the Viet Cong casualties had numbered 203, His credibility was en~
kanced by his description of the ecticon, f{ncluding the number of helicop-
ter insertions, which cgreed closely with the sequence recorded in US
Journals,

Acts of individusl brevery were legion in the contact with an unusually
large Viet Cong Lorce., The enewy fire was intence and disciplined, Booby
traps end minzs made foot movement hazardous, particularly through that
part of the battle areca which was covered with sroke from the grase fires,
Three US soldiers were killed ia the ection and twenty more were wounded,

Eiscwhere in Binh Tueng ou the 1lth the 9th Aviation Battaliomcdio=-
playcd its flexibility as its helicopters assumed the dual role of air
cavalry and assault support, Helicopter guuners dowmed ten Viet Cong during
a Night Raid in the early morning hours and killed snother twelve on ¢ Night
Search shortly before midnight. A participant in the Night Raid, 1LT Robert
Walker, commented on the success of this tectic, '"They just don't expect to
be hit at such & late hour., It's unhesrd of to have & batch of crazy Gl's
running avound kiiling VC at 4:00 AM,"

In the 3d Drigede's area of reeponsibility elements of 247 Inf and
5«60 Inf combired with RF/PF troops on a successful coxdon and search operas«
tion. The US forcce surrounded a humlet (XS 6157) where Viet Cong active
ity hed been reported gnd the Victnamese swept the area, A small enemy unit
was entrapped and lost fifteen to the 2-47 Inf while attempting to escape,
Firing 312 rounds in support of the operation, 2«4 Arty was credited with
five cdditional kills,

Second Brigude '"River Raiders" experienced very little contect with the
enemy on thc 1lth, A choeckerhoard operation by 3-47 Inf accounted for eight
enenty deaths, In the laste afterncon the men of B Battory, 3-34 Arty, warded
off on encmy attock vihich inflicted wounds on five of the artillerymen,

12 March 12692

After elemants of all fouyr battalions had swept the area of the previous
night's battle, airmobile and bushmaster operations were conducted in the
1st Brigade, Prectically no contact with the enemy was made by the infantry
units, although several US soldiers were wounded during the sweep by the
ubiquitous booby tvaps, Alphs Troop, 7-1 Cav, killed eighieen Viet Cong

‘while participating in a Night Sesarch which lasted three hours,
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the 2d Drigzds matched the "Recondos" in body ccunt by contributing
tnirty-four te the Divisicn'c total of nincty-eight., On o covdon and search
3-47 Inf cngaged several Viet Cong in a buaker complex and killed efght. A
"Jitterbug" was conducted by 3~60 Inf, D/3-5 Cav, and the 162d Assault
Helicopter Compeny and produced & body count of tweaty-five, distributed
ermong the throe units {n groups of fifteen, five, and five, respectively.

Results in 3d Drigede's area were due principally to the success of &
Night Scarch conducted by B/3-17 Cav which located znd killed fifteen of
the enery over a wide ares, The efficiency of the Division's snipers was
dewonstratad by a two=man team from 2-60 Inf which picked off four VC in a
short space of twenty minutes sfter dusk,

3 Mzreh 1969

In & biy day for the divislon, Zd Drigade forces eliminated eixty~nine
Viet Coog vt of a total of 135, On a bushmaster 3«47 Inf wipzd out fife
tecn of the encry and 4-47 Inf killed nince en & reconnaisoonce snd search
mission folluwing o watereobile sssault, Thivd Bzttaliong 60th Infantry,
participoted wvith D/3~5 Cav 4n & highly successful eirmobile oporation, The
infantrywsn killed ten and the zir cevalry twentyefour, Two combat engineers
from D Comperny, 15¢H Engineer Battalion, in eupport of 2d Brigade, were
wounded by bousby trave,.

Firet Brigade continued to have the greatest success in contacting
Viet Cong units of wmore than equad size, In the early wmorning darkneas the
night position of D/&~39 Inf, twenty kilomaters northwest of Csi Be, was
gttacked by en enemy foece estimated to be two platoons. The Viet Cong
assaulted with sasll arms, automatic weapons, and rocket propelled grenades,
killivg two aud wounding thirteen US soldiers, Ailr Force “Spooky" flare ship
a light fire tecam ¢f Ccbras, and artillery supported, enabling the defenders
to vepulea the eottuck, At least seventcen VC wore killed, four by the artil-
lery, Contact lasted two hours until the defending company, reinforced by
Pravo Corpony, pursucd the fleeing enemy, Two more Viet Cong were killed by
the infentyy and several wespong end onc VC Madic captured during the chase,
Said the Battolion Commander of the valiont defenders: "I think they did a
real fine job considering the enemy hit them from three sides and managed
to get right up to the perimster,” The pursuit continued into the night,
Trecker dogs fullowed the scent on the ground end Light Observation Helicopte
accompenied overhead, killing four VC, The enemy was encircled finally
and air strikes, artillery, and gunchip fire directed onto the helpless foe,
By the woradng of the Xbih, eleven more encey hed boen kilied, es reveeled by
"a sweep of the evee,

In Long An fourteen Viet Cong were eliminated by 3d Brigade troops on
this date, Nine diffcrent airmobile imsertions by 2-60 Inf were indicative
of the determination to find the enemy, but resulted in only two VC KIA,
That thc eneuy was still present was evidenced by an attack on the base camp
» of 2=60 Inf at Tan Tru, Severel rounde from 82 mm wortars and 75 mm
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racoilless rifles Llupacted in the asrea at night,

14 Mzreh 1959

Nirth Divicion univs killed & total of ninety-two enemy soldiers
throughout thie Dalta tsctical erece, The 2d Brigade accounted for forty-
eight of the totsl, thivtyeSive of thcse during the hours of darkness,

In oue of the 2d Brigede®s cowvtacts, a medic with 4-47 Inf was cited for
extraordinary ceurage and devotion to duty, Spscialist Don L, Eberscle, He
was with the 2d Platoon of Company & when the platvon came under heavy
eneny suxll arme fire, Three men wove wounded sexioumrly in the initial
encounter and the wadic dashed through &8 hail of bullets to reach each

of them, Ebergole sdministered 1jfe-saving first aid, then moved the men
bodily and singlehendedly to & cleexr eres for medical evacuetion, In

the clearing he exposed himself to enemy fire while giviug signals to the
dustoff khalicopter foxr o safe landing, His actions ceved the lives of at
lecst two of the Infontryren with erilticsl wounds,.

First Brigade iafentrymen with supporting 9th Aviction helicopters
killed thirty~ithiree enesmy soldiers while scattered contacts during cor-
don and gearch end aircobile oparations in the 34 Brigade's area zccouwnted
for cleven eneny dead,

15 Mayeh 1959

The continuvous footmobile, airmobile, and watermobile operations,
conducted by sguads, platoons, aud coupanies both duy and night, peid
off handsomely for the Division on this date, No large contact was
involved &g 159 of the enemy fell to units under divisional controlj;
rather this day was ideally successful for the swall unit tectics, Eech
of the infantry battalions in lst Brigade made contact with the encmy, Fif=-
teen Viet Coug were killed by 2«39 Inf during en airmobile operation, Re~
sponsible for the erea of operations surrcunding Dong Tem, 3-~39 Inf rooted
out & sm:21l group of guerrillas and killed £five, During a footuwobile
operation, 439 Inf eliminated thirteen Viet Cong, but demonstrated again
that the infautrymon in the Delte faces extrews danger dailly as seven
men were wounded by booby traps. Charlie Company, 6-31 Inf, and a Ranger
team from E Company, 75th Infantry, killed one esch during the day, Gune
ships from C/7=1 Cev picked off three enemy during the afternoon and con=
ducted a remunerative Night Search in the evening, killing sixteen,
Twelve bodies were credited to lat Battalion, 1llth Artillery.

The results in 2d Brigade were also attributable to the whole com=
bined arms team, A footmobile search by 3«47 Inf netted fourteen body
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count, on ospcelally happy outcome &3 no casualties were imcurred,

Fourth Batteiion, 47 Infantry, was inserted into an aree by boat and

made contect with a2 force of ebout gverage size., Two hundred end

twenty rovnds were fired by 334 Arty in support and killed eleven of

the enemy. OSnipers hod a trowsndous day. The team with 4-47 Inf on the
oparation abuve killed seven Viet Cong with seven rounds at a distance

of 300 meteis, As the day began, right after miduight, snipers in a
night position with 3-60 Inf had engaged snd killed six enemy with six
rounds,; this tine at a distance of 200 moters.,

- fn Loug An the bese carp of 2-60 Inf at Tan Lru was cnce egain
the target of an encmy wortar attack, The men of 2-60 made vetributiong
hovever, killing eleven in scattersd contects during en airmobile opera-
tion. Bravo Troop, 3~17 Cuv, added c¢ight bodies while supporting the
infantrymen, Captain John B, Harrington, commander of D/2-60 Inf, dis=
played concpicuous gallantry during those actions, His company was ine
serted into an enemy~infested area near Binh thanh, deployed and made a
sueep of the location, Suddenly the compeny was pinned down by iIntnese
fire from a hunker cowplex and Captsin Herrington crawled forword to gain
a bettex vantage peint from vhich to control the ection, He fired tracer
rounds to wsrk the target for helicgpter gunships and adjusted artillery
fire onto the eneuwy bunkers from his exposed pocition. Harrington's
courage saved the lives of his men oard brought about the destruction of
the enemy.

16 March 1969

Mest of the cctiom took plecce in Dinh Tuong Province where the
"Recondon" obtained a body count of seventy-three, the bulk of those
being the result pf two actions, Shortly after midnight the snipers
working with the 239 Inf killad twelve and 1-11 Arty, supporting the
footiobile operation while firiug 123 rounds, An aizmobile "Jitterbug'
operation by 4-39 Inf and 19let Aaszalt Helicopter Company accounted
for twenty-nine Viet Coang bodies, sixteen for the Infantry and thirteen
for the helicopter gunships, Altogether, elements of lst Brigade elimi-~
nated forty-cevda of the enemy in night action, continuing to make the
enemy's lines of communication and infiltration through Dinh Tuong nearly
impasseble,

A contsct by B/4-47 Inf with the encmy was considerably more costly
than usual, causing six casuclties to the friendly force, which nonethe=-
less killed five of the enemy, Elsewhere in the battalion four Viet Cong
were felled, Early morning action also resulted in six injured troops
in 3-60 Inf, an elemont of which conducted a highly successful Night
Raid in the evening, however., In the Raid on & fresh intelligence ter~
get, six cnemy were killed and five detained, Delte Troop, 3-5 Cav,

* contributed four Viet Cong dead to the 2d Brigade total. In light action
» 3d Brigade units killed ten enemy, eight during the hours of darkness.

- -
.
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Sacond Battsliosn, 35th Infantry, sought out the enemy in e flurry
ot sctivity, cnd suceeedad in locating ond eliminating sixteen. During ,
the doy the companies of the bettalion were involved in bughmascer, :
tootweblle recomnnisesnca gnd eearch, snd Night Raid opzratfons. Sixteen
eaamy vere ikilled 4in these wany activities, thirteen on the Night Raid
in wifch the battalion svifered three casualties, two of them deaths,
when #om2 of ite:troops wore inserted into a 'hot'" Lz, A bushmaster opera~
tiga by 4-3S Luf nctted eight eucuy deed in the early worning hours end
the hereelion®s sulpsrs picked off onother six in mid-afternoon, Addi-
tions to the lot Drigede's enemy Lody count worve mndc by 6-31 Inf, l-11
Arty, A/7-1 Cev, znd 1916t AuC, the last contributing nine in support of
ajrirebile oporations by 6-31 Inf,

A0

In the Nobile Riverine Force 3-47 Inf conducted o bushmaster operae
tion during the night and killed cight Viet Cong. Three members of the
battylion were wounded by booby traps, ae this "occupational hazard"
condinucd to ceuse the moeg US cazualties, Checkerbosyd cnd footwobile
reconnnliuoauce ind senreh teties of 4~47 Inf resulted fa a body count of
sevaar, thiee Ly the buttalion snipers, The AN/PI'S-55radar site operated
by the bntialion®s Nocdquarters Company was attocked with B-40 vocket
roucds waleh csened injuries teo three of the redarwen, Three enemy fell
to Alxy FKoren airstrikes end four to the guaships of D/3-5 Cav,

Ten Viet Coug were eliminated by 3d Bridade units as the enemy still
irod greatzy success in avoiding detection in long An Province., Men from
2«60 Inf{ wzde nine alrmbile incevtions in e day of exthsustive search,
but were able to locate only one Viet Cong., A company aboard a Navy
boat was embushed leter in the day and suffered seven wounded, illustra-
ting again that no plece 15 sgfe from the hidden enemy. A light {ire
tean from B/3-17 Cev reacted quickly to the ambush and was able to kill
at leact one of the attackers,

18 M=xch 1969

The coutinvous probes and searches of 3d Brigade troopers were
rewnrded with greater svecess on this date, The "{itterbug’ operatiomns
of 2460 Inf were especially remunevative, The companiea of the battalion

made nine insertions;,nc rwore than usual, and killed nineteen of the eneny
while the air cavalry supporting the operation added sixtcen, The con-

tacts all occuried in the vieinity of the Bo Bo Canal in the Plain of the
Reeds, a majer Viet Cong end NVA infiltration route. At one location seven
enemy were killed and seversl detainses apprehended, Altogether, several
weapons cnd & lerge quantity of smumnition were caprurcd: 137 B-40 rockete,
four AK«47 rifles, ten 107mm rocket rounds, f£ive 57mm recoilless rifle rounds,
and ninety~two chicom grensdes. Checkerboard ambushes of 5«60 Inf added

three to the Brigade's body count.

First Brigsde operations maintained the 1ﬁtense~pre83ure on Viet Cong
activity fn Dinh Tuong. Ten insertions by 2-39 Inf resulted in five bodies.
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Alr cavalry and asseult halicopters supporting the sirmobile operations
edded fovrieam more to the teial, Blankcting.s large area with footmobile
reconnaissanne and sesvch operations and orbush patrols, 4-39 Inf felled
eighteen of the enemy., Kiver Rajders of 24 Brsgedc climinsted nineteen,
divided abcut cvenly batuvesn 347 and 4=47 Inf, fThe former wiped out
eight using bushmzster and checkerboard fectics ond the latter killed ten
wnile conducting clovericaf patrols following an insevtion by Navy assault
crafi eight Pi;oh_tors north of Len Tre,

13 Mareh 1909
Ninety Vict Cong were killed by units orgenic to and supgporting the

9th Infentry D3 viaion, wsleing this an cverags day from the standpoint of
bady count, The day was distinguished, however, by the large amouat of
enamy materiel wiaich wes capturad, During the 2«60 Inf actions on 18
March an estimeted forty sampons had been cpotted from the air, The sam~
paus, some ceatailning 55 gallon druins, had been sun’ in the Bo Bo Canal
to prevent dotectfon, A thoreugh search of the surrcunding erea was made
on the 1%th end one of the larpuet coches ever found in the arez wac une
covered, Distributed io clustera ovor 400 wzterc, the cache contained:
400 Chicon grensdes, 24,000 rounds of AK-47 amﬁnnltioﬁ, forty~seven 107um
rockets, tuenty-Live Slﬁm recoilless rifle rounda, ten 75mm RR rounds, 600
82om mortar vounds, and forty B~40 rocket fuzes, The most prolific con-
firmed killer fn the 3d Drigade aree en this date was 2-4 Arty which was
credited with sixteen Viet Cong bodles, siu coming during a mission fired
in cupport of tha 2-80 Inf girwmsbile oneration,

This day was wnusual for lst Brigade in thet elements of each infantry
battalion participated at somz time In afrmobile operations, It was also
distinguished by the fact that each mesbex of the teanm contrihuted to the
unrelenting bloodletting in the enemy'’s ranks that procceded apace in Dixh
Tuong end wis further wmarked by capturc of valuable enemy equipmant. Fifty
Viet Cong wore killed by the infeantxy, artillery, Air Force strikes, and
helicopter guuships, Gunships were wost proficicnt in dislodging and elime-
inating the encuy, howsver, as Af7-1 Cav accounted for fourteen end the 19lst
Assault Helicoptoer Company for twenty-three, Five meubers of 2-39 Inf were
wounded when their company was inserted by air into a heavily-mined erea.

The mineficld was coverad by fire and all five were wounded by small arms
fire, The “Recondo" troopers netted six Viet Cong in spite of the dangerous
situation,. The remainder of the battalion was on a cordon and search op=
eration and uncovered caches comprising 200 Chicom grenades, two RPG's, 1500
rounds of Chicom amxunition, 101 E=40 rockets with charges, one 15 pound
shaped charge, eight rifle grenades, two 10 cc syringes, and 500,000 units of
1iguid penicillin, At cbout the sams time but at ancither locaxiiou A/4=33
found ten B~%40 rounds; six 57wm RR rounds, one RPG, eighty-three Chicem gre-
nades, forty-one rifle grenadec, several mortar rounds, some gunpowder, and
eight bangaleore torpedozs,

In Kien Hoa eighteen Viet Cong were killed in roughly equal numbers
" by. the three infantry battalions and the eir cavalry troop.
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Enemy body count for the Diwision turned up sharply, due mainly to
ircregoed activity fa 2d Brigede, Uslepy the norrul grounmd, water, and air
transportazicn mzens, the thvee infentyy bottelions conducted checkerbouvd
and receocuciszance end cesrch epsrations vhich resulted in nineteen; nineg
and ten VC KIA for 3«47 Ianf, &«47 Inf, and 3-50 Inf, respectively, Kille
were also obtcined by 3-34 Avty, the Reugers of U Cempany, 75th Infantry,
and D/3-5 Cav, '

In Dinh Tuowng Province, 1~11 Arty was credited with five kills while
providing supporting fires for 4-39 Inf, vhich eliminated five itsell during
a bushmaster cperation, Earlicr, snipers firom 4«39 had killed five, Four
enemy dead were added to the tally by 2+39 Inf, but the largest coniribution
was msde by A/7-1 Cav which scattered thirty dead Viet Cong cver a wide area
during a Night Scerch lasting & little over three hours,

Sever of the ten eneay killed in the 3d Brigade ares were downed by
2-47 Inf in a contact shortly after nightfall, Airmobile operetions by 5-60
Inf continucd to uncover caches of eoewy wuteriel, Oa this date 456 pounds
of plastic explosive, twemnty-nine cesce of TNT, 130 vounds of .50 caliber
amwunition, nine $2ua wortar rounds, end 300 rounds of AK~47 ensunition ware
found, Spealilng of the cachee discovered over o period of three days, the
Bsttalion Ccmmandsr of 5-60 Inf declared, "I think we have found enough aumo
to supply 2 VC regiment in sustained action for a week, However, we know
that the VC will not fight a sustained action, sc in the long run we removed
a month's supply from VC hauds,"

21 March 1969

In widely scottered, but unususlly heavy contacts, 9th Division units
killed 155 Viet Cong, Eighty of the ecnemy fell to the infantry ard supporte
ing arms in 2d Brigade's tacticsl area, whezre 4~47 Inf becamz embroiled in
particularly fiexce fighting. Action began just as night fell and Company
A was woving into a night position following a daytime svecep of an area
believed to bec the base for £ifty to sixty Viet Cong., A Tiger Scout assigne~
ed to 3d Platocn spotted three enemy soldiers and engaged them, whereupon
the encmy retaliated with grenades, mortars, snd rockets, It became suddenly
apparent that the whole company was {n an L-shaped acbush and was taking five
from three sides, The enemy then lezunched suicidal attacks with human waves,
The compeny commander quickly adjusted artillery fire and dirccted gunchips
onto the attackers catching thew in the opeu., The withering fire soon caused
the attacks to subside and left forty dead enemy sctrewn about the battlefield,
Friendly losses were only one killed and nine wounded, Said one of the WS
soldiers, "That night was worse than aiy wovie I've ever seen, The enemy
charged right up to cur positions and threw grensdes, but we £inally beat them
back, It wes pretty near daylight bzfore any of us got any sleep out there
in the oud," , ‘

Most of the sixty-three kills in 1lst Brigade were obtained during the
. day. and resulted from airmobile operations, The Night Search was also very
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productive, Ar infentryman from 4-39 Inf,; airborne with the Night Sesrch
force, gave a clue to the success cf this tactic: "The Viet Cong seemed
to be all over. We used tracer ammualtion to mark them for the Cobra gun-
ships. We found them in the open, on tho rivers, running from hooches, in
sappane, and everywinere we went," Airmobile and checkerboard operaticns
by 3d Brigede units eccounted for twelve deaths among the elusive enewmy,

22 Mareh 15390

The aggressive, eralleunit tecties of Sth Division inflicted another
lerge toll in encuny bedies, Seventye~sgven of the Division's total of 137
were cbitsined by 2d Brigeds, although no large single comtacts were involve
ed, Mogt sigaifjcart was the imoonsely succeseful Night Search carried
out by 3~60 Inf and D/3-5 Cav which reculted in thirty-eight bodies, twenty=
five of vhich were attributed to the infantry marksmen, A Night Search by
C/7-1 Cav in Dinh Tucng was also quite effective, killing eighteen, Air-
wobile operaticns by 4-~39 Inf resulted in thirteea VC KIA, six of these by
snipers ancignod to the battalion, Infantry, ertillery, and ailxr cavalry
made roughly equal contribuiions to the 34 Brigrde total of nineteen encuy
desd for the doy,

23 March 1696¢

In terms of encimy eliminated this was the biggest day for the Division
during the cited pericd, Two hundred ond eighteen vere killed, 155 by the
lst Brigade alcone, Most of these were the result of the largest single
battle which occurred from 25 January through 26 April, This action illus-
trated the repid{ty with vhich a emall unit can be reinforced and demonstra-
ted that well«ccordinated firepower can be substituted for the lives of
infantryuzn, This waz the essence of 9th Infantry Division tactics end
explains the tremendous kill ratio, 42:1, that characterized the entire cited
period,

The Battle of Thanh Hung

The action in Dinh Tuong, on the fringe of Base Area 470, began at
about 0409 hours when two companies from the 261A Viet Cong Main Force Bat-
telion launched an attack against the night awbush positions occupied by tuo
platooas of Cormpany D, 4-3% Inf. The encmy onaleught was gupported with
heavy fire from rocket launcheis and light machine guns, The defenders ware
not taken by surprise, however, The attackers had been spotted by the alert
listening posts as the former had slipped into their attack positions, Thus,
the artillery forwerd observor had called in a fire mission end the ambush
_ patrol lesders had brought their men to a state of complete readiness,

As the Viet Cong approached their positions, men at the listening posts
detonated Claywore mines, 'They ran into one of our listening posts and got
chewed up," said Staff Sergeant Michael Kidd, 'Then they backed off and ran
_ .into my listening post., We waited until they werxe nearly on us, then we
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really shot them up," The exploding Claymores were the signal for the man
rpauning the defensive perimater to open fire, The eneny sdvance through
the dense undergrowch was riddled with small atms and machine gun fire from
the defenders, supplemented by effective artillery rounds. The ensuing
eneny flight from the ecens was hastened by rocket and minigun fire from
9th Avlation Battalion gunships. Captein Edward Cler, Commander of Cowpeny
D, declared that the envmy had initiated a planned, coardinated attack, but
had coupletely surrendeved the initiative when hit with the mines, YThey
started yelling and screaming and it gave away their positions,"

. Just before dovm a sweep of the srea wes mnde, revesling thirty~five
bodies end numerous weaponz, The Battslion Commander made prepurations to
-pursue the fleeing enemy. Corbat tracker doge ware brought in to follow
blood truils left by the cnemy force, now estimsted to be at least two
coupenies, At firgt light the infentrymzn moved cut of their positions and
began the chase, Contact was shortly established with a small group, from
which 2 prisoner wos taken, Battlefield interrogation by a Tiger Scout
disclesed the enemy's vithdrswal plan, The tracker dogs and "Recondo"
troopers, supportad overhead by C/7-1 Cav, pursued the enemy relentlessly

. through the ever-thickendog nira nalm, Moxe ebandon2d equipment and bodies
were found, Axtillery was reppsitioned to cupport the expected contact

and additional infsntry companies were alerted for a reinforcement mission,

At 1115 hours en acricl observer from the air cavalry observed the
encny soldiers moving hurriedly into prepared defensive bunkers, It appeared
that the Viet Cong hud retreated fnto thair battalion base, Within minutes
the Divicion Forward Air Conmtreoller guided AfZr Force jet strikes onto the
bunker complex, Cowpany D, 4~39 Inf, sealed off one side of the position.
Companies A and C were inserted by air to the north and south, while A/6-31
Inf wvas moved in teo seal the position on the east, Air strikes and artillery
continued to pound the center cof the "doughnut',

Eventually the bombs and artillery rounds began to break dowa the enemy
fortificaticus and many of -the enemy soldiers attempted to break and run,
One encmy platoon ran headloug fnto Delta Cowpany, but was unable to breach
the encirclewent, Other small groupc were caught in the open on the south
and wiped out by minigun and rocket fire f{rom gunships., By nightfall the
seal of the srea was complete, Supporting fires poured into the position
throughout the night as small bands of Viet Cong tried repeatedly to break
out, Company D killed twenty~-two of the eneny, defeating five separate es-
cape attempts, and Company A, 4-39 Inf, killed a like number,

At first light on the 24th infantrymen moved cautiously into the dev-
astated battle area, but no enemy remained elive to fight, Total body count
for the two=day action was 108, In eddition, much materiel was captured,

- including seven machine guns, sixty individual weapons, and parts of mortars,
recoilless riflea, radios, end other equipmant,

Action in the 3d Brigade's tactical area on the 23d resulted in thirty=-

eix enemy dead, Twentye-one of these were felled by 2«47 Inf during a check~
. erboard operation, Scattered contact in Kien Hoa Province involving 2d

Brigade units contributed twentye~seven to the Division's extraordinary total
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of enemy killed for the day. Fourteen VC KIA wore nstted by the 3-47 Inf
footrablle cperations, :

24 Maxen 1969

Action fell off frowm the previcvs day as the scattered lst Brigade
contacts in particular were somewhet anticlimsetic, Second Brigazde units
took the largest toll of the encmy, fortyesix, Footmobile checkerboard
and bushwaster operetions conducted by 3-47 Inf eliminated tweuty of the
encryy in Kien Noo and a Night Fanter by 3-80 Inf and D/3-5 Cav nectted
twenty~onc, Lufrequent contect by 3d Brigods uuits in Long An resulted
{1 thivteen VC KXA,

25 Merch 1969

Overall, the results of operations were below the recent average, In
the 3d Brigude aves thoy were highav, as airmsbile aad footmobile tactics
breught on more thon the uewal cwvwat of coufnct with the enemy and resulted
in thivty-uiaz VO XLA, Although oll waits ked e hond in the action, the
airmobile cperations of 2~60 Iu{ were most preductive, The infantrywen were
credited with geven enemy kills vhile the eir cevalry, B/B 17 Cav, supporting
the operation eliminzted thirtecn,

The eorz mix of tactice and transport means were enployed in Dinh Tuong

end Kien Hoa, but lezs contsct developed end lst and 2d Brigades contributed
e ightezn and twenty~seven enemy dead, respectively,

26 March 1569

Esrly in the morning "Old Reldables" living in the Dong Tam base camp
were roused cut of bed by one more of the frequent enemy mortar attacks,
This ont: tooi: & very scerious turn when & mortar touched off a tremendous ex-
Plosion in the Lase cmmunition dwep, The erplosion, which shook buildings
as much 8z a wile and a half awoy, destroycd close to 500 tons of ammunition,
and ceused fiftyeesight casualties, mwst of whom were Navy persomnel living
near the dump,

As the stockpiled munitions cuploded, Sergeant John Robinson, NCOIC of
the bern guard, wounted a jeep with the Officer in Charge and a duty driver,
Even ac the shrapnel from the explosions fell all around them, the three men
moved from bunker to bunker along the sector nearest the dump, first checking

 for injured me2n and then instructing those on guard to move back to the
command bunker s their positions were no longer safe from the increasing
nucber of secondary explosious, The efforts of these men sureiy prevented
several casualtiec, if not loss of life, .

. While the Viet Cong harassed Deng Tem with mortar'fire, the Division

played havoc with the enemy®s night operations. '"0ld Reliables' dropped 117
men- from the encoy rolls, scventy of them during the ~ight, Topping the list
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wera the infzntrymen of 2d Brigade, who killed sixty-cne of the enemy in
(Gen Hea, In the largest night akiswmlsh, Company B of 3d Battalion, 47th
Infantyy, noved iuto on srea eix milee southeast of Ben Tre in search of
the slusive cremy, Intelligsuce repovts viiich- prompted the wove proved to
be cceuzote &s the cnouy was found in 2 thick cocomnt grove and tirenty«two
of his nunbor killed during & might of spovadic fighting.

Eigket of the 3d Drigade®s tweunty-uine kills ceme at night when an
anbush fron Cowpsuy I'; 5th Battslion, 60th Infantry, wiped out 2n eantire
8emun eneny squad eight miles cast of Tan An, cepturing their weapons and
eight %40 rcchkets, Recondos of the First Brigede picked off twentyenine
of the emeny, working with gunships &£ the 162d Assault Helicopter Company.

An enginecr minc~cleaviag teom discovzred a new typz of Viet Cong booby
trap noirtheest ¢f My The when they found twos coconuts, euch with a suake
inside, in the middle cf the rosd. Reportedly the anakes sppesred to be
drugged end rexdy to strike at enything,

27 March 1063

Scattered, crall contocte continued to be the rule as March diew to
2 close. OUne hurlzed and three Viet Cong waere felled by the Sth Division
on this doy, but fn alwost gll cases they were killed in groups of less then
five, The three brigerdec shared equally ia the day's toll, which was al-
woet evenly divided Letween doy and nisht kills,

Actiou throughout the day cad night reiterated the pattern of cnemy
and friendly tactics alrecdy so damaging to the enemy. It also underlined
the value of the division's air cavnlry support es gunchips from D/3-5 Cav,
B/3~17 Cav, 9th Aviation Battalion, and the zssault helicopter companles
picked off encuy scldiers attempting to flee & contact area. '

28 Maven 1849

The conbined arms toeam in let Brigade accounted for sixty~five of the
Division tctal of 122, Fortyesix of the Brigade kills came at night, due
largely to a Night Scarch operation by Af7-1 Cav, which netted twenty-six,
0f significence also were the actions of 3-39 Inf and & Ranger team, Shortly
after occupation of its night positions, B/3=39 Inf was engaged by a Viet Cong
platoon and killed 3ix of the enemy before the contact broke, A five man
reconnaissance team from Company E, 75th Rangers, had established a position
in an abendoned bunker complex when they detected noise in fromt of their
position, They sighted a number of Viet Cong approsching in a low crawl and

2 - 3 -~ o Y P | b .
engaged thom ot clece xange with M=16 firc, hand gremades, and grenmade launch-

" ers. The enemy was forced to retreat, leaving twelve dead,

Second Brigade action was initiated by an airstrike wvhich levelled a
coconut grove and killed nine of the enemy., The four companies of 3-47 Inf
conducted footmobile checkerboard and bushmaster operatjions and contributed
‘to .the battalion's body count of eeventeen, The remaining fifteen of the
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Brigadz's kills were spread thinly throughout the tactleal area,

Thizd Brignde “GowDavils" soottered sixtesn enewy bodies throughout
Long Ax Province but dealt 2 howd blow to the enewmy staying power by the
capture of thirteen tors of vice., &An clerneat of 2~47 Inf found the rice
in a hut durirg a aveep of a heavily~booby trapped sren,

29 March 1559

Coutact with thz enesy dropped off considerably, particularly in Long
Au vhere 3d Brigade forces killed only seven in scattered sctions, Foot-
wehile and airviobile operstions preduced more eignificant zesults in the
1s¢ and 2d Brigade greac. OFf the forty-two body count in the former, thirty-
threce were attributebls te ceperations utilizing the Brigade's alr assets,
Infantryusn frowm 2-3% Inf killed nine in the lete afternoon following an
airmobile operation by 4-32 Inf which hzd netted eight Viet Cong. Alpha
Troop, 7-1 Cav, waz credited with sixtecn kills during a Night Hunter which
tock plece pricr to wldnight,

In Kien oo, no loager the eveclusive demain of the Viet Cong, the uost
significent aciion weu another highly succeesful Night Raid, Acting on &
fresh bit of intelligence, infanirymen from 3-60 Inf eliminated eleven of
the enemy, OCunships from D/3-5 Cav accommted for thvee while covering the
ground element frow above. Elsevhare in 2d Brigede, a bushmaster operation
carvied out by 3-47 Iuf resuited in a2 body count of seven,

30 March 1869

Although the Division wes gble to eliminste cver one hundred of the
encry, no large contects vere involved, OF significsnce in the lst Brigade
area was the especlally large percentage of night kills, at¢ributable mninly
to a Night Huntecr carried out by A/7~1 Cav, Forty~seven of the Drigade’s
sixty-four kills occurred at night and thirty-scven of these occurrved during
the four~hour NMight Hunter which ended at nidnight, Airmobile operations
figured prominently in the results obtzcined by the other two brigades, slso.
In Kien Heoa 3~60 Inf killed thirteen during 8 number of imsertions, Water-
mobile operations by 3-47 Inf added nine Viet Cong bodies to the Brigade totsal,
The same pattern of "Jitterbug' operations took place in the 3d Brigade area,
Infantryien inserted into a rice paddy, found the Viet Cong in a nearby tree-
line and flushed them out, engaged them with small arms and set them up as an
easy target for the helicopter gunships. In long An this tactic, executed by
2-60 Inf end the 24Oth Assault Helicopter Company, accounted for fourteen dead,

31 March 1989

The tempo Guickened noticeebly in Kien Hoa and Dinh Tuong Provinces,
Action in both locales was marked by contact with unusually large Viet Cong
' forces, The action in Dinh Tuong involving 2-39 Inf began when the battalien
+ conmand and control helicopter flew close to the ground to investigate &8 man
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behaving suspleiously, 7The chip fmrediately was taken under fire from a
nearby treeline end the hettalion conumender directed the insercion of two
platocns to cut off esecape routes fovr whatever foree might be concealed

in the heavy unipe palm snd underbrush, The battalion commander behoved
courazeorsly in fnectructing the helicopter pilot to remsin over the contact
srec ot vecy low altitude so that he might better conirol the action on the
ground, His adroit handling of the friendly forces caused the elimination
of thirty~four Viet Cong without the loss of a single US soldier, As the
action wvaned, thz commander detected peveral eneny sttempting on esceps from
the arca, canscd his command and control ship to lend, and personally cepe-
tured four prisonciy,. He performed a similar act a short tims later, this
time czpiuring a Viet Cong who wes fleeing in a sanpan,

In other, scattayr actions 4«39 Inf added eight enemy dead to the
Brigade's total for the duy of scventy-eight, A Night Hunter operation by
A/7=1 Cav contributed tuventy more,

Third Battaliony 47th Infantvy, came into contact with a Viet Cong
Company vhile cowdusting cubush patrols mortheust of Ben Tre. The infantry-
wen killed twenty-seovan in thic nicht sction while incurring no casualties.
Earlier in the day thie battalion had elininated nine, Duriug the day's
airmobilc insertions, carried out by 3-60 Inf and the 162d Assault Heli-
copter Coipany, eightueu cnemy were killed, fifteen by the infantry, At
other lucstions within the 24 Bripade's tacticul area 4=47 Inf killed oix
and D/3-% Cav picked off ninc, Another doy of very light contact with the
enery in Leng An xesulted fn efeven kills by 3d Brigade forecs,
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Enemy losses to 9th Infentry Division operations were 115, slightly
mare then the average daily body count. These were divided about equelly
 betwezn day end night kills and were amassed, in descending order of theis
contribution by forees under thz control of lst, 2d, and 3d Brigades. The
‘seme agsovtuant of tactics that had proven so successful in thes past weeks
was used, enabling the Division to locate and destroy by bits snd pieces
the highly disperczed Vilet Cong. Asszult troops were transported by heli-
copter, asrmcred persemnal carrier, air cushion vehicle, and watercraft.
Mzny, of couvese, fought theilr way on foot through mud, wster, hesvy ve=-
getation, sad booby traps.

The cuccess obtaipzd by 4+39 Inf in the lst Brigade tactical srca was
typical of that which might befall any one of the infantry battalions on
any glven dey. The infantrymen killed twenty-seven while conducting foot-
moblle bushmaster and checkerboard, and afrmobile "Jitterbug" operatioma.
The largest single group of ensmy found and destroyed contained only five
Viet Cong. Six meambers of the battalion were wounded by booby traps.
Aviation support for the Prigadc made its usual hefty contribution to the
fival wosule: C/7-) Cav killed ten enciny cduring a Night Search and the
gunships of 191st Ascault Helicopter Company eliminated seven while pare
ticipating $n the dsy's aizmobile operations. - .

Moat of the V€ KIA {n 2d Brigede were sttvibuted to the infantry., Third
Battalion, &47th Infantry, engaged and killed fifteen, 3-60 Inf wiped out
tuvelve, end 4=47 Inf accounted for seven, five of which were plcked off by
snipers. In Long An 2-60 Inf of 3d Brigade rooted out and killed nine dur-
ing & checkerboard operztion. The remesining kills in this area were at-
tributed, in ones and twos, to the other infantry battaliouns, ailrstrikes,
direct support and reinforcing crtillery, and ailr cavalry.

2 Aoyl )260

The Bivision total of 138 enemy killed made this another highly suc~
cessful day, although it wes not distinguisiied by eny large contacts. Most
productive on this date were the operations by 2d Brigade in Kien Hoa,
where sizty-four of the enemy fell. All three infentry battalions partici-
pated during the day In airmobile operatiocns and these together with foot-
mobile tactics resulted in thirteen, twelve, and eleven VC KIA for 3-47 Inf,
4~47 Inf, and 3-60 Inf, respectively. Men from 3-60 Inf added six kills dur-
ing a Night Search. Others of the battalion, sweeping an area after an air-
mobile fumertion, cama upon a mass grave containing the bodies of nineteen
Viet Cong. '

Scattered, small contacts bstween US infamtiywen and the emcmy im Dinh
Tuong left sixtecn of the enemy dead. In the evening C/7-1 Cav executed an-
other of the deadly Night Searches, killing twenty. Activity in Long An be-
gan to pick up &nd 3d Brigede actfons there downed twenty~five of the cnemy.
_Trcops from 2~47 Inf executed a Raid on an intelligence target and killed
seven vhile a supporting air strike took the lives of four. The target area
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was blankated with booby traps, however, all thyce secperate incidents took
the 1ife of ona US soldier and woundad six others., Airmobile operations of
2-60 Inf addad szvea to the Brigade total ead B/3-17 Cav, the supporting air
cavalry troop, contridbuied zn additional six.

3 April 1969

Thic was the first of four days of slachensd activity and light contact
with the enciny within the Division TAOL. Eighty-four encmy were killed, for-
ty of tham by 2a Prigada forces. Most fruitful were the operations of 2-60
Inf which begzn the day by engagilopg successfully five Viet Cong sghortly aftex
midnight. The battalion conducted exiensive airmobile operctions during the
day with B/3-17 Cav and the 240th Assault Helicopter Company. Twenty-nine
of the eneay were eliminated, nineteen by the infantry, and five each by
the two zviation units. UWhile esupporting the ground force during one of the
insextions, 2-4 Arty accounted for an additioncl fiva,

The gmall unit tecties employed by the 9th Infantry Division during the
cited period ware designed to cover large creas quickly and increase the
probability ¢f contect with the enamy. That they were tremendously suce
ceasful overall cannot be questioned, but contact on any one day was never
guaranteed, In the.lsi Brigade ereas, wnere contact with the enemy was usu-
ally frequent, only a few smell, widely scatterad contacts eccurred end re-
sulted in eleven caemy dead, but the cost was high zs nine "Recondos' were
wounded by booby traps sud one by swall arms fire

In the 2d Brigade reaults woere moderate. Bight Viet Cong were killed
by 3-47 Inf during elrmobile and checkerbozrd operations while 4-47 Inf
e¢liminated five, In a Wight Raid D/3-5 Cav eliminated eight enemy and 3-69
Inf killed seven on an airmobille operstion, alco at night.

Airmobile operatious et night are particularly hazardous. Coordination
end control of the helicopters and ground troops, if an insertion takes
place, is especislly difficult. Aggressiveneas mmd indlvidual courage are
esscntial 1f such tactlcs are to be successful and not involve large friendly
casuglties. An importent reagon that the 9th Divisilon infantrymen demon=-
strated these qualitles co consistently was the fearlese leadership which
they followad. The actions of Captain Willism Perkins during the Night
Search by 3-60 Inf illustrate this. His small force enccuntered only very
light contact after an insertion and & "slick™ was called in to pick wp the
group. The ship receéived a sudden burst of heavy fire as it touched cdovm and
in the rush to complete the pick-up, left one man on the ground. Captain
Perkins directed the pilot to land agzein in the dark, During the descent
the pliot was wowndad in the lag and hend, end though he strugzled to con-
trol the ship, fit crached, pimmiang Perkinc beneath {t. Freed from the
wreckage and painfully wounded, the Captain directed the firefight and con-
trolled the extraction of every member of his force. He departed the area
on the last chopper.

-

79



VELLASSIFIED .

[y

&4 Lpril 1969

This was saother day of volatively lighc setion, Third Battaiion, 47th
Infantry, coverad a lot of grownd in Nien Mos with feotuwbile operztions snd
floshed out & nuwbor of Viet Cong, killing twontyetwd. The srtillerymen
from 3-34 Arty supported the man on foot and wars credited with two VC KIA
during one flre wissioa. Fdotrobile and witevmobile operotions of 4-47 Inf
netted thirteon eneay bodies. Bight wen in the Brigade were wounded by boo-
by treps.. Tha ovoclve tacticrs of the cnemy fn Long An ware mors succasse
ful, g infaatvy, srtillcry, alr covalry, aud asasault helicopter gonalidps
chared about cgually fn eliminsting only cixteen.

In Dinh Tuong suipore frow 3-3¢ Inf picied ¢ff threc Vict Cong, checker=
board patreoly of 4-39 Inf %iiled twolve, ed 2 Rmager tesa eliminated cighi.
The Might Seavch by DB/3-5 Cav incvecced bz totsl by sixn., An clement from
4=39 Iaf doscnstrated the iaitistive end zeal vhich made so many night opare
ations succeesful. Captalin Hdward Clark wan wmoving with his company haad-
quarteys gecticon into g night positios when a reinforced cuemy oquad was
obzeived entoving a weoadilus fifey weters eswvay., With no time to spere for
mustering a Lerger fores, Clark formud his maall band into a hasty ambush.

Ln Inftiul volley of £lve downed fivws of the ewrny aud forced the remuinder
to take cover. Captain Clach orxganizad and led on {wmedinte asssault agsine

st the cnomy pesition, causing the Viet Coag to flee but killing two wmore.

2 fpxil 1969

Tiie seventy=four VO KIA obtoined by the bivicion was the lowast dally
total in thirty-gevin doys, sine late Februasry. Only 2d Brigede operations
vere rewarded with gowsthing meer the usunl success, thirty-six. Checker-
board, bushwmaster, and cordon ond search operations by 3-47 Inf end 447 Inf
vere responsible for the elimination of twenty-two. Alr cavalry from D/3-5
Cav and Infemtrymen frem 3-60 Inf cariied out a Night Rald wiich killed eight
encuy end dectveyed saveral structures. Afvmobilicy fignred prominently in
the "Racoudo" and "Co-Buvil" actions, MNinth Aviatlon Battaliow gunships, in
support of lst Brigode, killed ten on a Hight Szarch in Dinh Twong Provinca.
In Long An troops from 2-60 Inf, incerted by helicopter, killed tenm.

€ Aaif) 1062

Relatively freguent coatact with the encmy resumed. In the 2d Brigade
4-47 Inf searched = lavge areca on foot and made onez watermoblic assault,
Although the bottalion killed thirteen in the dayls actions, this latter
assault proved costly, Charlic Company was ocble to kill seven of the enenmy,
. but fiftee:z of its wmen were wouaded. Twelve were vietims of severzl explc-
sive devices emplaced ia & '"Baisy Chain". The importence of opsrating withe
in range of supportiang artillery wag demonstrzted during this contact, as
supporting fires from 3=34 Arty took the lives of four of the enemy. Third
Battelfon, 60th Infantry, conducted airmobile operations and killed eleven
.during the day. Men from the battalion combinad with crews from the 9th
Aviation Battalion ou a Right Roid in the cvening. This operation resuleod
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in eleven cnemy dead and the destruction of e3dght sempunc.

Very little contact developed in tho 34 Brigade tactieal area., Three
enemy weve killed by 2-60 Inf followlngy ailrmoblle insertions and gunships
from B/3~17 Cav and the 240th AHC felled six more. Scveral Viet Cory were
surprised and killed by mmbushes carried out by st Brigade units. From
their smbush positions along waterways of Viet Cong infiltration snd cowmo-
llageon routes infantrymen from 2-3% Inf and 4-39 Inf killed fourteen and
destroyed four ssmpang. Other seatisred contszet resulted in eighteen enemy
dead, eight of walch were attribatable to the gunships fuom D/3-5 Cav ead
the 191et AHC, :

A vitsl ingredient fn the "infentrymeu-helicopter teem", vhose teesm-
work was indispencable to the Divigion's succesa, is the light observation
helicopter. <This small cvaft "flies point" on '"Jitterbug" and Dagle Flight
operations and the slert eyes of its pilot are often the first to see the
cnomy. This pilot has a dangerous mission, flying very close to the ground,
and valor is ¢ way of 1ife for him. A LOH tcwn from D/3-5 Cav was recone
noitering on grea vhea the enemy was suddenly spotted in a fortified btunker
line. The lead ship wze fmmoediately caveloped by hoavy ground fire and
crashed. Acting quickly and with disragard for his cun safety, 1Lt Hubert
FcHinn placed fire from his trall ship onto the enemy position in & d2liber-
ete atteupt to draw fire gway from the downzd ship and its crew. He then
landed hiz LOU betwsen the exrippled ship and the eneny, picked up the wound-
ed men, and plloted his overloaded craft back to base.

2 April 1969

The totzl of enemy eliminsted by the Division climbed back over 100,
reaching 118 on this data., Subatantial contacts developed in all three Bri-
gade.areas. Two battalions, 3-47 Inf and 4-47 Inf, of 2d Brigade continued
thelr footmobile ond watermobile scarch opevations. Togetiner they killed
tuenty~four Viet Cong. Alrmobile insevtions st seversl locations were carried
out during the dsy by 3-60 Inf, which slso struck en intelligence target after
dark. 7The Night Raid accounted for seven encnmy dead. Additional enemy fell
to the alr cevalyy, artillery, alxstrikes, and asseclt helicopters.

Contsct in long An increased and was highlighted by a very successful
search operation by the mcchanized infentry of 2-47 Znf. Lasting most of
the afternoon, the scarch resulted in twelve enemy bodies. The 'Jitterbug"
employed by elements of lst Brigsde was especially productive on this day.
The airborne pexrsonnel detector led the 3«39 Inf into an action that result-
ed in thirty cnemy dead and peveral valuable prisoners. "We got some people
sniffer recadiugs and were ready to ineart when my operstions officer sgpotted
. five VC and that storted the whole thing," explained the battalion commaader.
Seversl insertions were mede to block escape routes of the force estimated to
be a company. The airmobile team was self-reinforcing as 3-39 Inf killed
eight, 6-31 Inf seven, B/3-17 Cav three, and the 19lst AHC twelve.
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The most sipgnificaat action took place in Long An, coutheast of Ben
Luc. A company from 2-47 Inf had estebliched night zwmbush positions near
& location of r subutsntial wcapuns cache which had been discovered in late
Maxch., An encmy force cstimeted o consist of ceventy-five men returned
to the arec, gpperently to reaupply, and in 2 two hour period beginning at
2050 hours, A/2-47 Inf killed forry~two and czptured one. The encmy force :
was ldentified as pert of the North Vietwsmcee Army K4 Battzlion. A pla-
toon gerposal, vhose ambush patrol was within 200 meters of the cache site,
dascribad ¢he detection of the NVA force: "They moved right by our poai-
tiovi, soww ag cloos eo flve woters. We lef thow pars before oponing up.
“they had begun to pokie around whera the ceche had besa hidden.”" Auwothor
eergeant coumented thet the cnemy fores had been vell~disciplined and woin-
tained, but the surprice and foroclty of the ambush had routed the force
complately. An elexent froam 4~50 ARVR Regiment reinforced the US company
end added five encmy bLodies to the toll. No Americans were killed in the
action.

The fu-dliar 2th Iafintry Diviclon tocties woere cwployed in the other
tevo Deignda areas. Tuoy cepoulted fu little cuceess in Kien Hoa, where only
fourteen encmy wore hunted down, but brought about the death of thirty-
eight Viet Coug In the let Brigade's area of Dinh. Tuong. The distribution
vag typical: uincteen f{or the infetiry on footwobile and efrmoblle operas.
tiono, ten for the 191st AMC in ocupport, thzee for D/3~5 Cav, and slx for
9th Avistien Rottgiionm gunchips duviag 8 Hlght Search.

9 April 1860

The prepondsrence of this day's kills was obtained in day action.znd
was wmalnly the result of ainmobile operations., In.the lst Brigade thz alr
asgots were cmployad-by 2-39 Iaf and the combhinatioa accounted for thirty-~
efight VC KiA, The bulk of these were downed by the gunships of 19lat Ascaule
Helicoptes: Company, 2ud moet were in a olpxyle grovp later identified as an .
element of the Kien Teong 504 DBattalion. The ground operations of 3-47 Inf
and 4-47 Inf welghed wore hoavily in the 2d Brigade's results, contributing
twenty-onc, but the eirmobile teezw of 3-60 Inf and 162d AHC downed nine of .
the encmy &nd a Migat Search by D/3-5 Cav killed sizx, Similerly, 2-60 Inf
and the 240th Assoult Belicopter Coxpany eliminated twelve in Long An Pro-
vince,

10 Apzil 1969

Activity fluctusted over a greater rsage during the remaining seventeen
days of the period. On the night of 10-11 4pril nimbrous incidents were in-
itiated by the enemy throughout 1IX snd IV Corps Tastical Zones. Twenty of
these occurred in the 9th Infantry Division's TAOI, ten bzing attacks by in-
direct fire. Nonatheless, it became incressingly more difficult to locate
end eliminate the many small bands of Viet Cong. This was particularly no-

ticeable in the felative decline in the number of night kills, a sign that
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the enewy hed realized he could no iongsr move asbout with impugnity
during the hours of darknese. Thus, the rosainder of the cited period
contains scversl deys of propertionatély low bsdy count, intermingled
with gome deys on which it was possible to trap lavger enemy forces.

This day was maxkad only by successful operations against the foe
in Kien Hoa. The constaat probing by cwall frisndly units moving on
foot and with watevcraft resulted in fifteen VC KIA for 3~47 Inf and
fourteen for 4-47 Inf. Afrmobile operstions by 3~60 Inf accounted for
seven end 3~34 Avty was credited with seven while firing in support of
all three huatitalions. A vaoger tewn from B Couwpany, 75th Infentey,
operuted in the area oud wiped out six of the eawmy.

Forces undex control of lst Brigade eliminated thirty-two. These
waere gcefteved ovar the vhole tactical area mora widely than usuzl.
The day's "tuke" wans costly to the Infeacrymen cembing the rice paddies
and nipa palm sloug camale: one wee killed and twelve were wounded
by booby trape. All the encuy kilied in the 3d Brigade ares were
attributeble to supporting fires, seven to alr strikes and four to
2eb Aviy.

Tnat poychologicel operatlons have an {mmadizte operational
payoff as w2ll ac lovgomm bonefits was demonctiated sgain in Kien hoa.
Two Kol Chanhe led elemoats of 3=47 Inf to a S5-gallen drum vhich wa
filled vwith gurgical lustruments gad wedicel supplies. Ths two railiers
then procseded with the Amzricens to 2 leboratery and bunkered hospital
complex. *Two Viet Congz ware killed and ceveral weapons ceptured.

M3 Apxdl 1969

After a night in vhich he had attacked severzgl military Iinstoll- .
atlions end populated areas with mortars, the eremy kept well-concealed.
He loat only sevamty te the ©th Division on this day. The wortar
atteck on a company base canp near Vinh Kim, west of Dong Tem, was
an unugsually big success for the Viet Cong. Two Amarlcans were killed
and ninctcen wounded, all from 6-31 Inf, Checkerbtoard cperatlons by
the battalion during the day resulted in death for six of the enemy,
and a bughiaster by 4-39 Iaf netted ten., The airmobile team of 2-39
Inf gnd the 191let Assavlt Helicopter Company added another nine to the
1st Brigade total. Second Brigade forces farcd even more poorly, suffer-
ing twelve wounded, mostly by booby traps, waile killing only thirteen.
The aimmobile cperztion in Long An, carvied out by 2-60 Inf and the 240th
AHC, was move remunerative, eliminating sixteen,

12 April 1969

For the second day in a row Division operations met with relatively
mesger success. Thirty-three of the sixty~-two “01d Reliable" kills
came in Kien Hoa. Third Battalion, 47th Infantry, killed eleven during
'a checkerboard snd suffered no casualties. Elsewhere booby traps and
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encmy small arms fire nizlgzted the success of footmobile and airmobile
operetions. Using the gir assets during the day, 3-60Inf kilied three,
but encountercd g bosby tirap on one insertion that wounded four of its
men. A Hight Sesrch resulied in five VC KIA without mishap, however,

A for more Viet Cong fell to the firez of 3-34 Arty end 9th Aviation
Battslion gunships., HMen from the 1097th Boat Company end 9th Signal
Battelfen ware injured by small arms fire while supporting the 24

Biigzde,

In IMan Tuoug 4-39 Inf wmoved on foot during a bushmaster and a
checkerbozed. The "Hard Corxe Recondos" killed cleven with no friendly
casuaitles. Anewering theilyr call for fire, 1-11 Arty was credited with
one Viet Cong kilicd by body count. Gunships from 19)st AHC downed four
enany walle supporting the airmobile cperation of 3-39 Inf, Scattered,
email contcete by 3d Brigade treops resulted in eleven enemy dead, but
this small success was marred by Viet Cong booby traps,; road mines, and
small ams fire, vhich killed two and wounded ten US eosldiexrs.

13 _April 1968

The cpomy toll mowe then doubled from the previous day, mounting
to 160. This was mainly the result of contact in lst and 2d Brigade
aress with encwmy elements of larger than normal size. Searching in
Base Arce 470G Infantrymen of 4-39 Inf camc upon a force of unkaown
size snd identity, called upon artillery end air cavalry support,
and Initizted an getion that wiped out forty-one Viet Cong., These
were distributed cuong 4-39 Inf, 1-11 Arty, end B/3-17 Cav in groups
of tuenty-six, cleven, sund four, respectively. Aggressive Infantry
tactics and liberal uaze of fivepower proved effective again in minimizing
friendly losses; only three infantrymen were wounded by small arms fire.
In other lst Brigade actions, 2-39 Inf killed six throughout the day,
having bezma the doy shortly after midnlght during a mortar attack on
its bese carp at Fire Support Base Schrogder. Cowbing the area adjacent
to Dong Tam, an area with many booby traps but few Viet Cong, 6-31 Inf
killed six.

Another unidentified unit was contacted by 4~47 Inf five kilomsters
northesst ¢f Ben Tre. In seven hours of mid-~day fighting, the Iinfantry=-
men killed fifceen, 3«34 Arty six, and airstrikes seven. Footmobile
search operations by 3«47 Inf accounted for twelve VC KIA, and air-
mobile operations by 3-60 Inf increased the total by twenty-five. Nine
of these were obtained at night on a Night Search, Delta Troop, 3«5 Cav,
supported this Search and killed three, The "Go-Devil" airmobile
combination of 2-50 Inf, B/3-17 Cav, and 9th Aviation Battalicn helicopters
kitled nina over a wida aren.

14 April 1969

Operatioﬁs'this date were not marked by significant developments,
‘as_the enemy body count of ninety~three was by now.only average. No

\
b

84



o S UEULASSIFIED '

[N

contzet with » cizegble ferce cccurved. Footmsbile operstions by 4-39
Inf ware wost productive in lst Brigade, The foot soldiers on a bushe
master end checkerbogrd patrols killed fourteen and called on 1-11

Lety for support. The artillarymen added eight to the body count.

The '"River Raiders" in 3-47 Inf aud 4-47 Inf operated on foot and
climlinzted twenty-iwo Viet Cong, fiftcen by the latter batealion alone.
Airmcbile operations In the 2d Brigade were effective, also, as 3-60
Inf chgead dosm thirteen of the enamy. Nine of these were successfully
engaged by the tettalion snipers. Alpha Troop, 7-1 Cav, supported 2d
Brigadz and killed eeven on a Night Sesrch,

Airmobilily wan vesponeible for the bullkk of the kills in Long An.

Buriug severzl insertidns the wmen Ffrom 2-60 Inf killed four, the
supporting ailr cavelry niung, and gunships from 2460th AHC one.

1.5 Anrild 1069

Although there was no lull in friendly operations, another Jull
in contace did oceur, Rach clement of the Division's combined arms
teae contnlluted a fow to the total body count of seventy-five. While
footmoblle opcrations wore most effectiva In Dinh Tuong and Kien Hoa,
the zimmobvile Jores continued to be most productive in Long An, Moving
exclusively on foot in the crea scuthesst of Een Tre, 3~47 Inf made this
another icng day for the Viet Cong. OfF the battalion's twenty-six kills,
nine verc by salpers. Coupled wiih the three sniper kills in lst Brigade,
this provided woze vivid evidence of the value of the Division's suiper
training.

An incident on this day also lcft ne doubt about the extremsly hazarde

cus nature of the mission assigned to the infentry-helicopter team, Two
men were killed end six wounded during &n insertion of troops from 3«50

Inf when the helicopter struck a booby-trappced mine,

16 April) 1969

Daily bedy count fluctuvated wildly in pid-April. The figure increased
from seveaty~{ive on this date to 127 gnd wgs dcstined to fall back to
seventy-seven on the following day. Most impressive were the results
in Kien Hog Province., Conducting airmcbile operations in one of the
strongest of the Viet Cong etrongholds, the srea around Mo Cay, 3-60
Inf killed twenty-eight. In fighting thet laated all afternoon, men
from three coupenies rooted the enemy out of dense vepetation along
streams &nd canals, while exposing themselvee to booby traps and small
arms fire, Observing the action from the battalion Command and Control
helciopter, the air operations officer described the action: "Kills
weren't essy to come by. Our people were pushing through gome very thick
nipa pslm and kept getting sniper fire all day. They moved quickly and
vere able to kill them in two's and three's." In other Brigade action

« 3=47 Inf conducted search operations on foot and eliminated sixteen Viet
Cong. Operating from boats, 4=47 Inf was equally successful, killing

85

-



VEULASSIFIED v
Ay VD 9276 50 |
| &7 wama 0K

eleven., Airstrikes added to the heuvy toll in Kien Hoa. 4lr Force jets
wiped out elght and ertiliery flre {rom 3-34 Axty six.

The remziuning Division kills ware scatteved thinly and ezbout equally
over the let zud 3d Birigade tactlcxl areas. The only significant single
operation was Night Seareh by Sth Avietion Battalion which sought out ead
killed twelve in Dinh Tuong.

17 _4pril 1969

. Moderste comtact with the Viet Cong was made by lst and 2d Brigade
units, but siimobile and footmobile scavches in Long An fouud nothing
‘but "dry holes". Ia Dinh Tuong most of the infantry kills were made
by 4-39 Inf, vhich maintained its relentless search in western Dich
Tuong by checkorbeard, bushmaster, and cordon and search operxations.
The rezult was sixteen cnomy dead. Fire support activities were
effective, as well. Four Viet Cong were killed by the fires of 1-11
Arty, five by B/3=17 Cav, and sevea by the 191st ANC,

In the 2d Brigsda a flurry of sir znd ground movemants by 3-60
Inf accounted for seven Viet Cong bodies duning the day and a Night
Reid in partvnership with D/3-5 Cav added seven more. Snipers with
3~47 Inf picked off four encmy soldiers while 4«47 Infautrymen
accounted for seven znd mm airstrike for four.

18 Anii) 1969

This was a day of great success in Dinh Tuong and Kien Hoa and
alzo the first of a two-~day contact by 3d Brigade forces with another
NVA hattalion in Long An, This latter action illustrates the intexrrelation
of psycholegicsl, intelligence, and tactical operations. This operation
actually commenced on 5 April when a Hoi Chsnh, under interrogetion by
the 9th MY Petaclosent, revealed vhat he kclieved to be the location
of a NVA battalion hesdquartcrs complex, This lead was further subdb-
stentiated by the reports of local agents and a progirum of discreet
reconnaissance was initiated.,

In the early efternoon of the 18th B/2-47 Inf was inserted by air
to the gouth of the target, located east of Highway & between Ben Luc
and Tan An. Charlie Company moved in ermored personnel csrriers to
block on the north. Under heavy fire from small arms and RPG's the
battalion commander maneuvered hig forces to complete a "seal'. Move-
ment was tough and dangerous, expecially for the airwmobile force. "I
was watching the ground for booby traups winen bullets started hitting the
" ground ground my feet," 2aid n gquad leader, "If the VC had waited a

few more minutes, they would have caught us in a heavily booby trapped
area because later on we found ten booby tresps set six feet spart.”

Rather than attack the fortified positions before dark, the battalion
.commander called on alrstrikes and ertillery to soften them end illuminate
the area throughout the night to prevent escapes. 'Spooky" and "Shadow"
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alrceaft wers on station comtinuously and seventeen sacondsry

explosions vere cbsevved., A suwsgp of the svea on tha worning cf the
19th wevealed thiveyeone eneny beodioz, several waapons, and twmnly~Fiva
pounds of documents. Onc prisoner was identifled 23 the finznce officer
of ¢ha K5 1WA Battaliow, One hundred and twenky bunkevs with overhesd
cover had baen destroyed. Cnly cne US goidler hsd been killed and two
wounded,

Sixty=theee ensmy were eliminated by ist Pripade forces oan the
18th, seventoon of these by snipers operstiung with 2-39, 4+39, and 6-31
Inf. The Brigede's aimiobile operation fourd seversl groups of Viet
Cong along the streaws end canals and accounted for foxty-tuo enemy doad,
twenty-tuo by 4~32 Iaf, uinz by 111 Arty, five by D/3-5 Cav, znd slx by

‘the 191st As=sault Helicopter Coapany.

In Kien Hoa footwoblle opersticns by 3-47 Inf dispetched ten of the
enemy cand &-47 Inf, also movice on foot, killed six, Ninth Avistion
Battalion craws and men from 3-60 Inf exoented a Night Seawch which
reaped uu additiornal ninctean and destyoyed eleven szupans. AHfter oo
alrmobile fnczrtlow s cicment of 3~47 Taf discovered a cache containing
twenty-oun Calccn cavbinea, thirtecn watgeves; fifty-niue gubsuchine puns,
one 30 cgliboy machine gun, &od one 60zm wmortar.

19 Apxil 1969

Countlny scverel bodies frowm the 3d Brigade action already described,
Division troops killed ninetyeuninz of the eatmy on this date, ‘This was
truly an exemple of "salami' tactics,; howaver, as no operation was able
to meke contact with a sizeable Viet Cong force. Virtually every combat
arm coutributed a few kills to the Recendo Brigade total. The ground
troops of 4~39 Inf were most successful, eliminating seventecn, six of
whilch were victimg of dcadly sniper fire. Besides other infantry troops,
the follewing killed Viet Cong in groups ranging In size from one to scven:
aivstrikes, 1«11 Arty, 191lst ANC, C/7-1 Cav, and B/75th Rangers. Worthy of
note in Kien lloa action is the Wight Rald by 3~60 Inf and 9th Aviation
Battalion. This sccounted for nine of 2d Brigade's total of twenty-three.

20 Apyil 1969

ight onbushers snd helicopter night tactics sccounted for thirty=
eight of lst Brigade's forxty-eight kille. Oace the tactic most frequently
used by the Viet Cong sgalnst American trcops, the ambush hes been employed
by the 9th Division to great advantage. Each night several anbuches are
established by small unlts along waiter routes kmown to be Vier Cong lines

"of communication. The effect hes been to greatly impede the flow of men

and equipment into and through the Division TAOI., Such an smbush establish-
ed late on the 19th along a emall stream west of Giao Duc affords a good
example of the piecemeal elimination of the enemy that characterized 9th
Division operations., At 0125 hours s sampan moved stealthily along the
‘stream and was engaged with hand grenades when it came abreast of the
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DALY ENEMY CASUALTIES FROM STH_TWFAWTRY DIVISION OPERATIONS

Date : VC KIA (BC) Date - YC KIA (BC)

: Bay Nioht Totual - Day Night Total
25 Jan 54 6 60 12 Mar b4 54 98
26 Jen 63 19 &2 13 Maxr 55 80 135
27 Jan 462 25 67 14 Har 32 60 92
28 Jan 22 11 33 15 Mar 59 100 159
2% Jan 12 6 18 16 Mar 39 67 106
30 Jan 39 47 g6 17 Har 48 40 88
31 Jan C16 41 57 18 Mayx 71 20 91
1 Peb - - 21 21 42 19 Mar 76 14 20
2 Peb 69 » 18 87 20 Hexr 42 64 106
3 Peb 461 24 65 21 Mar 75 80 155
/. Feb 18 25 43 22 Mar 66 71 137
5 Feb 13 15 28 23 Max 118 100 218
6 Feb 25 23 48 24 Mar 43 il 87
7 Feb 20 11 31 25 Mar 68 16 g4
8 Feb 14 37 51 26 Mar 47 70 117
9 Peb 34 22 56 27 Haxr 55 48 103
10 Feb 25 9 34 28 Mar 49 73 122
il Feb 43 27 70 29 Mar 53 37 90
12 Feb 16 19 . 35 30 Max 48 61 109
13 Feb 30 9 39 31 Mer 88 70 158
14 Feb 71 55 126 1 Apr 52 63 115
15 Feb 16 36 52 2 Apz o4 Lt 138
16 Feb 41 8 49 3 Apr 49 35 84
17 Fed 15 17 32 4 Apy 42 45 87
18 Feb 45 20 65 5 Apr 39 35 74
19 Feb 7 10 17 6 Apr 49 42 91
20 Feb 111 21 132 7 Apr 77 41 118
21 Feb 34 28 62 8 Apr 37 71 108
22 Feb 52 43 95 9 Apr 84 23 107
23 TFeb 55 &9 104 10 Apy 59 32 91
24 Feb 79 8 87 11 Apr 55 15 70
25 Feb 43 74 117 12 Apr 45 17 62
26 Feb 29 32 61 13 Apr 102 58 160
27 Fedb 26 56 82 14 Apr 49 1778 93
28 Fedb 62 28 %0 15 Apr 43 32 75
1 Mar 50 - 50 100 16 Apr - 83 44 127
2 Mar 54 23 77 17 Apr 46 31 i
3 Mar 103 38 141 18 Apr 87 39 126
4 Mar 57 37 9% 19 Apr 64 35 99
5 Mar 60 35 95 20 Apr 54 S5 109
6 Morx - 52 79 131 21 Apr 67 43 110
7 Mar 43 79 122 22 Apr 57 34 91
‘8 Mar 53 58 111 23 Apr 48 57 105
9 Mar 45 40 85 24 Apr 97 6l 158
10 Mar 52 27 79 25 Apr 46 60 106
11 Mar*~ = 57 67 124 26 Apr 116 1l

Totals 4746 3669 8415
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Day Inf
Night Inf
Day Cav
Night Cav
Snipers

Other
(Arty, AF, etc)

Total
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ENEMY ELIMIRATED®*

25 Jan-28 Feb 1-31 Mar
846 1141
322 845
415 572
455 580
124 211
212 37

2374 3727

*Includes KIA, W, Hol Chanh, and VCI

v ——

126 Apr
1603

530
380
299
297

378

2887

Total
2990

1697
1367
1334

632

567

8988



9TH INF DIV DIVISION DAY OPERATICNS FOR THE PERIOD 27 MAR = 26 APR

OPZRATION SQUAD | PLAT co BN | REMARKS
0 , 78 ~ 85
£ AMBUSH 0 11 129
‘ 3 424 274
RIF 3 39 431

» 2 i 70 T 76
CHELCXERBOARD 0 2 17
‘ 2 136 69 :
BUSEMASTER 0 | %8

P

/

_ 10 /
" PILE ON’ g 0 _N% > 0_ |~

S - | ;b.moz /8/5‘ }‘:/13"8/9/ % /

| e

N RAID g 1 4
0 2 0
a N\ 0 /M/ 51~ EQUIVALENT PLATOONS
=of 2 SEARCH 0 _ 3 6 MANEUVER ELEMENTS
2% = TOTEY, 15 565 569
4 GIFENSE ! 8 76 1 631 2574
) \ =< & LRBTAL 0 | L4L7 7%
] QQI \ f DEFENSE | 0 0 6__,#/ 669
<3 ; H 0 371 "1 93
oy s / ¥ b /
I £ OTHER ) o_J}——" 0 § 0 650
i 15 1855 736
ICTAL 8 | 76 637 | i 3893/721

®E¥s (1) 3 SQUADS = 1 SQUIVALENT SLATCON ‘ LM
CONTACTS

(2> 1 COMPANY = 3 EQUIVALENT PLATCOWS




974 INF DIV DIVISION NIGHT OPERATIONS FOR THE PERIOD 27 MAR = 26 APR

) ;;. OPERATION SQUAD PLAT co BN REMARKS
" - 1070 1 686 /

0 0 G
__BIF 0 | 0
‘ _ ' ] 0 61
CHECKERBOARD 0 : 0 313
TIR IV R QPR 0/; / 296
BUST24AS TER — 0 . ) 0

0

T AT

0 0
PILE ON i w///g/r‘ 0 0 /
0 1 0 *
PATRCL 1 0 ) 0 q
3 / 4 /
i RAD i 2 2 0
i . / o 0 / EQUIVALENT PLATOONS
{3 SEARCH » 99 gl } ) o0_ MANEUVER ELEMENTS
i TOTAL © 1675 691 357 ,
. ovFmEsE 5 155 3" 121 129 / 2121
\ TNSTAL P 142 {699 0 i
E_ omrowap ] o}{ 61 0 {746
- 49 1014 0
OTHER L, b V,.,;//B/.u d_/o/ /; 1026
- {1257 = g8 357 / N
TOTAL ; 155 L i82 | 129 3893/339
XEY: (1) 3 SQUADS = 1 EQUIVALINT PLATOCH , T UNITS

CONTACTS §

(2 1 CGIPANY = 3 EQUIVALENT PLATOONS
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9TH INF DIV TOTAL DIVISION OPERATIONS FOR THE PERIOD 27 MAR - 26 APR
OPERATION SQUAD PLAT i co . BN | REMARKS
AMBUSH p 5o, 7 /
3 [ 424 274
 RIF / 3 431 /
é CHECKERBOARD % 70 X 137 < /
: N { 2 106 365
fj__ BUSHMASTER !/ 10 139
| PILE ON //0”' / ) 5
i PATROL % 129 ; 15 0
- 0 2L 8 |
RAID / 4 }“’

- 5 40 41 EQUIVALENT PLATOONS
| SEAveH =99 e 3 e 6 ,/ MANEUVER ELEMENTS
¢ TOTAL 1090 1556 926 /

F__ OFFENSE 163 197 760 | 4695
| INSTAL ° 142 T 1146 .- 74 \

DEFENSE 0 61 6 | 1415

0 %385 93 i
OTHER e "0 | _—% 1 1676
1272 -3/1§7,/ 1093~ /

TOTAL 163 _ |, 258 4 .~ 766 7786/1060

REY: (1) 3 SQUADS = 1 EQUIVALENT PLATOOW UNITS

{(2) 1 COMPANY = 3 EQUIVALENT PLATOCNS

CONTACTS
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This inclosure contains twentyenine photographs which ware taken
of 9th Infontry Divigion operations during the pericd 25 Janusry through
26 April 1965, An sutheaticating signature is on the back of each photn=
graph,

FOR THE COMMANDFR:

e





