
.. 
credited vith ~ kills while B/3·37 Cov. also on station above the action. 
accounte~ for five VC KIA. The cavalry troop oleo mado a Night Seorch in 
the PI",in of Reeds which resulted in elevt::n enemy daad. 

. -

Infantry~~n of the 2d Brigade killed a total of eighteen enemy through-
out Kian HOB Province. In nisht action n Company, 3~60 Inf. killed two 
VC by ambuah five kiloroeters southeast of Ben Tre in Base Area 490. Infan­
tryreen from 3-60 lnf ciao killed seven Viet Cons throughout the day while 
condu~ting ~irmobile oper~tlons in the soma area. Gunships from D/3-5 Cav. 
3-34 Arty. nnd Q1r strikes were credited with eight killa in oupport of 
3-60 Inf. The brigade cuffered saven us l~unded. five by one booby trap 
of unl(now type. 

3 February 1969 

Divicionsl units killed sixty-five ene~ in scattered actions. 
"Recondo" troopo of the 1st Brigade killed thirty-two in a aeries of 
actions northwest of Coi Lay. Moat of tha action involved 2-39 lnf 
which carried out Checkerboard and eirmobile oporations and made contact 
with the enomy at three locstions on the- fringe of Bose Area 470. The 
ground troops killed fourteen Viet Cong end guncreW8 from B/3-17 Cav and 
the 191st ARC piclted off three. A Night Hunter operation by the Air 
Cavalry troop in the Plain of Reeds accounted for thirteen VC KIA. An 
elerwant of the Brigade, while conducting a reconnaissance-in-force 
operetion, U~8 8~~epin8 acrosa a series of open rice paddies, when it 
came abruptly under violent automatic ~apons and small arms fire from 
bunkered enemy positions. Seeing the need for immediate action, Captain 
Gary A. Keevort. commander of the element, valiantly assaulted the closest 
bunker. Firing his weapon as he charged. Keevert traversed forty meters 
of open rice paddy to -assault the hostile position. Reaching the bunker, 
he tOGGed 8 hand grenade through the gunport and neutralized the obstruction. 
Suddenly he came under heavy fire from a second bunker on his right flank. 
Instantaneously reoponding to the threat. he charged the second bunker. 
killing one enemy soldier with his rifle and another with a hand grenade. 
Hia heroic action inspired hie n~n to follow his brave example and assault 
into the ene~ position, forcing the enemy to break contact and flee in 
panic from the area. 

Twenty-three ene~ were killed by the 2d Brigade in scattered sction 
in Kian Hoo Province. Night ambushes by elements of 3-60 Inf accounted 
for seven enemy bodies in a contact eight kilometers southwest of Ben 
Tre. The remaining sixteen kills were divided evenly between infantry troops 
and fire support by artillery and gunships. The 2d Brigade suffered no 
caaualtieo. 

Ten Viet Cong were killed in Long An, all by the gunships of D/3-5 
Cav which supported the airmobile operations of 5-60 Inf. 
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4 Febru.an 1969 

Snipers with a night 80'liueh patrol from 3-60 Inf, 2d Brigade, 
engaged and killed nine Viet Cong JURt before midnight. The. battalion's 
scattered air insertions accounted for another five while an ambush from 
3-47 Inf resulted in three enemy dead. Sniper fire,' punji pits, and 
mines killed one and injured seven US soldiers, making this doy's 
operations ccstl~. 

First ItRecondo" Brigade elements killed six.teen enemy. Almost.all 
of these were attributable to the day and night operations of B/3-17 Cav. 
TroQps from 4-39 lnf combined ~ith the cavalry gunshipG on a Night 
Hunter weat of'VC Island, in the Plain of Reeds, to eliminate eight 
Viet Cong. Friendly caoualties were elsa high in the 1st Brigade, one 
killed and cleven wounded. The "Go .. Devils" of 3d Brigade also traded 
relatively high casualtieo for eleven VC KIA. Enemy small arms fire and 
booby trap! killed one and injured seven. 

5 FebruerI 1969 

Ninth Division Troops killed the relatively sm311 total of twenty­
eight. A Night Hunter conducted by the 1st Brigadewi.th,B/3-17 Cav was the 
most successful operation of the day. Ten Viet Cong were killed in 
the heart of Base Area 470, near the "Wagon Wheel". The extensive air­
mobile and footmobile operations in 2d and 3d Brigades encountered very 
feu of the ene~~. 

6 February 1969 

Airmobile operations conducted by elem2nts of 2d Brigade, near the 
"Crossrosds", south of Dong Tam, and near Mo Cay accounted for sixteen 
enemy dead. Soon after inserting in the vicinity of Mo Cay the men of 
3-60 lnf came in contact with an enemy force of unknown size. One 
enemy was killed immediately by the ground forces and airstrikes by F-I00 
fighters were called in. The jets deDtroyed sixteen structures and seven 
enemy bunkers, causing two large secondary explosions that sent white 
smoke billouing more than 8 thousand feet into the eir. On the heels of 
the oirstrikes tho infantrymen swept the area, searching every hut. Five 
enemy ooldiero were dislodged from a bunker and captured. In the course 
of the sweep the ground troopers killed eight more and D/3-S Cav gunships 
added seven to this toll. The contact lasted into the early hours of the 
7th when three more Viet Cong vere killed 

Twelve enemy were killed in the lAt Brigade area, nine by the gun­
ships of B/3-11 Cav, which supported the airmobile operationa of 4-39 lnf. 
During, on cttack on the night of 5-6 February on the 1st Brigade Head­
quarters at Fire Support Base MOore, forty-six 120mm mortar rounds 
impacted, causing no deaths but injuring nine. Seven of these were from 

• . 9~h Signal Battalion. 
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The enemy launched several mortar attack& in Long An Province alDo. 
Thirteen IllOrt&r rounds cr~.~hed into the 2-47 Inf base camp at Binh Phuoc. 
An undetercin~d nueber of rounds ware launched against the Tan Tru base 
camp of 2-60 Inf cnd the C/5 ... 60 Comm.'nd Poet came under attack a9 well. 
Tuenty-t~-o US soldiers were wounded in these cttacks. 

Troopa from 2-60 Inf a~de an airmobile insertion southeast of Ben Tre 
late in the day, established contact with a twenty-roan force, ~nd killed 
ten. 

7 Fehruar.y 1969 

A totsl of nineteen enemy uere killed in Kien HOB Province by the 
2d Brigsde. Alpha ~ompany, 3·47 Inf, engaged an enemy platoon five 
kiloceters southeast of Ben Tre with organic weapons fire and killed 
seven. To support the ground tl'OOPS "Tamale" forward Air Controllers 
guided in air atrikea that killed three more enemy and destroyed several 
bunkers. Ten kilomatero scuth of Dong Tam gunships from D/3-5 Csv added 
tva more enemy to the totel. Booby traps accounted for all six of the 
brigade's wounded. . 

"Recondos" of the '1st Brigade killed seven and the 3d Brigade "Go­
Devils" five. Charlie Company, 2-60 Inft killed three VC and captured 
two AK-47 rifles in their search operation west of Tan An with the Air 
Cuchion Vehicle Platoon. 

8 February 1969 

'the first highly·successful Night Search of the period took place 
on this day. From 2100 to 2300 hours, H/3-17 Cav, under the control 
of lIt Brigade, struck deep into the Plain of Reeds to interdict Viet 
Cong infiltration routes and reported killing twenty-eight enemy along 
the waterwayo. The gunships alao received credit for four VC KIA while 
supporting 4·39 lnf earlier in the day. An air strike called in to 
support 6-31 Inf accounted for four enemy deaths. 

In frequent contact by other divisional units brought the day's 
total to fifty-one enemy killed. A Bushmaster by 3-47 Inf in Kien Hoa 
detected the movement of two small ene~ groups in the early morning and 
killed six. 

9 February 1969 

In 1st Brigade ~etion ~enty-f!ve enemy were killed. Ten of the 
enemy dead resulted from a Night Search operation by the troopers of 
4-39 Inf and B/3-17 Cav.This team continued to operate in the middle 
of the Plain of Reeds near Moc Hoa. In ambushes and patrols around 
the Divis"ion Base Camp at Dong Tam 3-39 Inf killed six more. An air 
.trik~ was credited with three enemy deaths. The Brigade suffered no 
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A lcrr;e cnam;: rnlJuitiont c£:c:h.:: v.::\s uncoyt'rcd. by the (';',~n "'! A!2 .. 60 
Inf, 3cl Bd_t;~:de. D1scClv(!red e:long the Eo Eo Can:;,l in th-: rl~;i.u of Recds, 
the clIche C{J:lto1.ncd: (:59 Rl'G .. 2 l'oundD t fo!t),-cisht RPG-"' ro~:,d!'!. 62,00) 
rouncln {.If A:( ... t~1 clnfiiunHicil, thirty-eight 75t=ra rt:coillc:r: rifl(~ rtltmGs, 
590 pounds of vcdous t:::-:plor.ives. llndtventy-thrcc £.sf'orted bC:lby trt:!'-·;;;. 

Solclie}:~ 01 the 2d :r.risc:de r{obi1eRiver1n~ Force l'.Hlcd ft'urtcr:.\). 
of the CliC.:.}' l!n:1 four,d cleven cncUfJ bod ies from pre,,:; o';.~!.~ COl'..t!:.(' tr.. 
Trooi.ers of 3·..1;.7 lnf engazed cnd killed four VC ~hHc con~luctj.ng grovnd 
fil:ecps (mo l;Ho:r.'ate:r southeRst of Ben !re cnd tih':l rov1.11!; fjunr:ldps of: 
D/3 .• 5 CDV s\leccssfully enZlIgcd four. u.ore. 

10 }o'cbn,!:r'y 1969 

In II day of very little contcct 'With the enemy the Dtv~' ion forc(!:;: 
killed thil'tynfour \;'!lile cuffcrinc; nlne \.'Oundcd. The r.irm:lbile ci,Jel"C'lUc,nr. 
of 3w uO lnf t.n~' IG2d ABC were G',:>!tt cucc:~tflful, l1cc(lunting (or t'.,j::'!]ve 
enemy cDsu~lties ten I~Uom::ltel"s nouthe&sl of nen trc in Base Area 4$'0. A 
foottr.:lbUe reconnainuEince operation by 3-47 lnf inercL!~ed the encmy's 
losses :J,n Kien Boa by oix. 

£lem::nts of the Division killed seventy Viet Con& 1n operations 
throughout the Upper Delta •. The 1st "Recondo" Brigade accounted for 
t\:cnty~eitht VC kiUe \7hUc the 2d Brigrde el iruinntcd fOLty in Ki.:n H00 

Province. 

All nignificant 1st Brigade netion <;-cc\.1.rrcd d\'r7.11Z dcylight h(1UrS" 
Company n, 2 ... 39 lnf, killed five llnd cef't~t'ed one hu.ndred l)Ounds of 
docul'C~ntr, five ldlolT,z:t:ers 'W~st of Cai Be, Cunsh:l.pG 0::: the 1911:t Ass!:ult 
HeHc(lpter Com.pt;11Y el$.U1irlatcd eight more Viet Cone \1h11e suppo:r.t~.ng t.he 
bnttrtl:ton's airmobile operations. Retur;.,.in:; fir.E! from a "J'QodHna, B/3··39 
lnf killed en enemy soldier r.car Dong Tn:;'!. In the not'thvest, only nine; 
kiloi;;~tct'r. from Cml".Dodio .. CI!~ .. 39 lnf detected Elid killed thre(;:: VC o The 
1st Brigade losses fo): the dc:.y 'Worc one death l\ud t~~el ve injured r.old:1crs, 
e:i.!;ht ot lynOm 'u~re \!ounde.d durinz a f:!ortar nttf.cl~ on Fire S\t!')P01.'t nate 
Noore. . 

In 2d Brig:.dc cction, AI':- ~(~O Inf ambunh,:<l three Inrtc motorizC'd 
stlrnpsns in the nizht. fifte£:n : tlometers southenst of l~en Ire, afd 1~:1l1ed 
hhmly-on<;! of th~ enemy. Ele'~:'\ts of "j .. li'/ lni kHicd i!'\'e cuem'J eight 
ml1 e& cC"..lthc:::ct of Ben Tre, 'I..-!" : 1<: supporting llrtillel'y fire. from 3 .. 34 
Arty killed one in the sell'le m' ""'. A Long Reuze R(:connaisec.ncc Petro] 
m5dc (;ontact \d.th Em enemy Dq~1.lJ &evcn kilot"',~tcr:;; CO'UthE.D~t of Donz I:HU 
and killt:d r.evcu" But fer four soldlcI'fl \X)\lOd:.:.o by bo(.by trep3. this ,."ould 
h~ve LeLn e dny free of cccuaities for th~ 2d Brignnc. 
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12 l'chru'1'" 1.%9 -'--'--- ~'-"~----'-'-

"Ri.v.:-!>:" Rni(:cx,II inr1-_1try:i,~n c.f the 2dnr:tb~~cl-;;: l~il1ul eiCht llnd fu'und 
the bodice of four Viet C~~S in fre~hly cl~; grnvq~. No ~lgnific~nt cction 
developed (,5 e~'c;l of tl1~ thr~~~ 1.r.f~ntl.·Y b';::tC'lion~;, the fllr c£lvch~y troo~), 
and the cn,,')l,llt h<11ic(~11tcr l~ol,:;,~ny c:Jch cucc·:,::;t'fully cnet;t,cd {; tiny gr?tlll 
C f (m':I;rJ 00 ld ier ,1. 

Contimdng to c'r-e!:~t~ in the "ld.nity c.[ l'!oc l-:o~, not fLr [:roL1 the 
Cn!l:b,:~H,In\ bt".tr'~~'Z"r' 1,,-39 lOlf r.lId B/3 .. J.7 C.:v ce.!:ried out ~ Night S';;;:!~'ch jlH,t 
l"-~fure rl\5r.n:;.t~·t onn':! l:ilh·d fj.ft:r~("~\I. E~ . .:;(~d1':~1·C 1.n the lr.t )}l·~.:::::d€' f:l"C.'U :::n 
8ix!:t ... $.I{~ t()(J:' the 1:1\'(,:; of thl~C;C: Vl-::t Cont:; Coil.! t1. NirJ.t HlJntC;T opeT.l~U 0.1 

by E/3-17 C..-,v t:cccJuntf:d for fiv(~ ~n~,,~' d~.;-,,-'o 

F1.rBt ]h::i.g~:~-:: o;"t::rut:io:'l:; en thi.~ c\::tn m.n:e l.·C\"li:J~cl ~lith t~:::nty-four. 

enel;~~ Iti ll:~ j.n l~zutern Ditlh Tttong l'rcvinf.:?. Ei!jht of th(!sc fell to the 
B • ."ouncl trcl(.'i'~: of 2 .. 39 Inr: und tlldw: to the r:ul'!)(n:titig gunahip~l of the. 
191.flt AlIC. Thl,! :dr~hoilc OPC;l."8t:1.on hct\~'~~n C.';1i Be cmC! (:1.1:0 Dt1C tllc;o 
resul tee: in th3 capture of scyeral Bnwl! l:l"r •• ;3 {md on~~ p:,,·iHoiH::r. l'he 
BattnliCrn COTll.-Il."luder of 2-39 Inf ,,~as m~rtally tyounded "7hen he atte,l1pted 
to t~1te a pris'lnci: and r-cin intcll!&ence (,;:} the cnC::I:1Y !ci..·ce 1-.io trcc;t::; 
had contacted. 

Thir.d E .... i~<:d~ a:l.rn:Jbi.le op~r[.ti011 ill Lone An Pr.(l".'in'~f? rc..slIJ tc(1 in 
cix c:licnrj kaleel. Soldiers of 2"50 Inf !d .. llccl t~'JJ en::flly t~.lelve kilo­
n:aterD not'th of Tan An J their gunship support added four to the t&lly .. 
It ~~a also a dey of t.irin3 search ann Dre~ll r~yoff for the 2d Br!g~de. 
Gtm~hif"~ fr.'C'f;' 0/3 .. 5 r.~\' I~Hled 8i~ Viet r.on~ ,~hilt.;~ Stln-'I)!'ting the !!~ily 
~:tr~.!';ile ot~·:n~Qtioll. 

The 2d Brir.n~:.(- conduc ted CI~u~bu8h.. bu:::ht:1l.!s tel', lmel f(lotflli)b~.le or>~i. a­
tiona on th~ 14th. Direct firc· tlul\?ort \1~8 pr('v1.cled by the 3-34 As:ty end 
0/3-5 Cnv. Th~ mr.jor activity of the Bricncle occtJr.cd ,·)hcn thl.·ce cOfr.i>!'ni~s 
of 3-60 In! f'u.rrotmcled 11 H.:'1tn Fe-rce unit e~tiIK.ted to be of com."j!luy ch~e. 
This cont8~:t fh'e kilor:.eters south of Ben 'fr~ tieslt the enemy a hard blo\~. 
resulting ~.n forty-eight VC cf.113'.l.:llti(~s. ContElct t.egf\n ccrly in the l1ftcr­
noon \:,hcl1 CCCtl1';:!!1U; of the b~ttt.lion Cor'!n:~:nd end Control helicopter E'pottccl 
six Viet C"n~; on {: t\,·CI:!.l. Alph.!l Cou~.·my, 311 B<1tt!:lion, 60th lnfnntry. 
~c:s p:tck~t.l up and insertc>cl by helicopter illto th(~ loc£ltion in northern 
Bese Ar.e::! l~ 90. One en~my \::1S ki Hed im!:~:::d :U: te 1)' 6 A FOn1l:rc! Air Contre-.ller· 
thc,n l7E.:!,:>rtr;J cir{hl C:lJC:l1)' C1.'('£ifsin~ & strc:arn nC!or Alpha COr:ti"~flylf; position. 
Gunship3 fro::. Delta 'Ire.op, 3d Squsdron. 5th Cii;\7~ 11:)" "j~re CE: lled in lind 
struck oo'.m t·;~o VC. The l\.::ttali('ln Ccr.'!:l"':~~nclct' l-Irrlln~ed tha insertion of 
another COi:.'!iny to blocl~ the cnernylc; f1 ic;ht. Con:pcny Dr. c.lrcmly on an 
" cat.1c f.light" to l:notht;r lo:::ati.on, ,~~c diverted .. nd It:lserte~ just fL'::>rth 
of. the litrerm to cl<'l~e in on th!! enemy's :enr. D~lta CCiI!ipany C."'C:! into 
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iu:.,:.:di .. ta Cijnt"ct B'!.vl hilled eight 1.,·)t"C of tbc~ flc~ing cnciiI.t. Cor.r,}ony 
A r.:::r:":mv~re:d t·p the st).'t>':m to S:'>St.'l."': :! blc~;dng r:.H:it1cn. F,·lOO j~t::, 
'f1.md~1 the nr(~,'1 l111\~ €(:,:,lc-d off possiblo C3C~rC ro'ute~ t" the e·~H::t. 
Guid~d by il ItTc.rr:.~lelt 'FAC" t\o;o flights of UghteTB 'dr:~::1. <.Jur· fifteen n-Dl:e 
Viel: C01':g. 'Ihe "'d_1" c.:lv:~b:y r,or!;(~d t~l.'=. Dr.€-3 cOTltim.::;u!,lYR rcl~iil~ t~lC 
cm:mJ 1i?ith ro:k(:;.ts l;nd " u inl.-gl1nlt fi~c. The Fon:flrd Air Controller control­
led hifl ctrikec "dth ckill snd dcnin::;, as Cor.:::;.:mics Alpha end Delta 
\1ere m~V-2r rn:>rc thZ!n 3('0 m~ters l,pZlrt 'When the l:·~~:bs fell. l-lhile 
supportin8 fires blan!tctcd the area, helicopter:J llfte-u Chcrlie Company 
from the deckD of its troop t:order l:nd inflertcd the troops \i'·~3t of the 
frn)' • 

Gtmuhip3cont:~,l1ucd to cover D CO!lYcny as they drv':\:! th(> ~nclC!y tO~:'::'D':llc 
the Btrc~m. Artillery Hrc from 3 .. 3/. Arty k:Ulcd at lenot three 08 the 
D/3 ... 5 gunships \;~re adding thre~ m,re VC to thcd.r tot61. Afr.er e:.1tt!b.lhh­
tnU their night position:), alert Infcntl-Ylll!!n from Alr:li.i Con;p~ny epott(d 
and killed ten enemy as they llttcll.lpted 'to clip out of th3 noo:;o. Charlie 
Company killct1 ci:c r.:orc VC tryiuZ to cvade tha trop and the pO'l.mding 
ortillel')" Ly r.ro~:l~ing II neLlt"by stl'eal'.l under C('Ive:t of G.n!me:w... Tha 
BattllH.on Con!a':::mdcr r(~l::tcd thcst the encll.y in the arel> lierc l.'unnlng for 
theil" lives and that the key to the success of th.:: d~lY ..... '.:1S staying fluid 
and bel,ng able to odjust to the tactielil dtullt1{ln, catching the enemy 
before he c.ould ficutter. DesiJite th~ veherr.::mce of thp. fighting, sldllfully 
cx:ecutLd tflctics cnd accurate supporting £:l.res held the friendly cas1I8ltieo 
1.0 two, both only slightly ,.ounded. 

Very EI\1ccessf1.ll opertltio:ts in Dinh Tuong by the 1st Brigi.ldo boosted 
the day's total VC KIA over 100 for the first time during the cited period o 

Moving on feo!: £Ind in helicopters the "Recondo,s" eliminated fifty-four. 
lbe ler3~ Brigade total v~s attributable to another terrificnlly productive 
Night Seol:'ch by 4 .. 39 Inf and B/3-17 Cav. OpernCine in the Bsu:e area ner.;r . 
Hoc Hos, thic de~dly team killed tl:enty-eight et 8cllttercd loct!tiona ir. 
three hourB. Air r.:obil1ty 'lias iustrument.~ t iu obtaining other Brignde 
results. The "Jitterbug" opcn:ationc invohins elements of 3-39 Inf, 
6 .. 31 Inft 19lst iJ1C, »/3 ... 17 Ceov, and 9th Aviation Bstttllion llccounte:.d for 
thirteen wrc cnelr.y deed. 0;., footrrobUe f:ntL'ols the tnen of 2 .. 39 Inf 
kUleJ SC";.l'c.n on the northorn frinse of &Be Ar.ea 470 vnd fouttd l\ tteapcns 
cachc of c::...plosivca, r.mnll arrt:) am,"\T,.mition. end rocketG. 

The Night Scm:ch cOi:'ltinued to be A NClT~::?sis for the Viet Congo 
'J\:o s'!&rches uerc c::lrricld out ( ring the four ho"D,'s before midnight. The 
scnrt:h by troops frnrn ? .. 3Q Tnf ;, 1\/3 .. 11 Cev !'eeclted in fifteen VC 
KlA Mst of Gir.o Ir.Jc. Huch fl'.r ,,'r to the nOl·th~ ".lest of Moe Hoa, 4-39 Inf 
2nd C/7 ... 1 Cnv te~m~d to \:111 te The gunners of r./3-17 CClV 2180 ki.lled 
five \lh110 llccon:panying 6<n Ini on nirr.-:obllc operations during the day. 
A Rc:nger tC8t!1 (,rl~b\1~hed and killed three Viet Cong after d6rk in Base ArcrJ 
l.70. 
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ft;.cti(lll ttl K;.cn Hoc '\i3S t;nticli.m1tic fclh"dnC the F({lVl.C, .. i::: dny'r. 
he~w"j contllct. "Jitterbug" ct'~:rt:tiCln" by 3-60 lnf,. 162 • ..1 /'JIC, and D/3 .. 5 
CI.IV licccunted fm.· 8i:( of th~ Jh~i5~dels rd.n~ en(~my c;::~H;,,,"lt1.cs. In I.o~Z 
An the l~ncmy undc:::.:to~,l;. offensf.vc ~~tionp l,ttac!~:i.n~ th~ ljinh Phunc beGe 
camp of 2 .. t:·7 lnf ~·1.i.th <lircct (irll'! indirezt fire. Thr(.~ US coldiers ,:cre 
killed Elnd t\)znty-t';/o \:ounded.. Five of th:: ct!sttnlt::.cs .,.ere <:lrtill(;ryrr:cn 
End one: \-1.:!G n tr.'!Il'l:ar:r of the nup~ortinr; cng1.n~er6. N1.n~ enemy bodie~ 
uere found if. l\ frUi:Cp \-j~lich follOi.·:f.:d th~ t:epul!:)cd llttn:::k. 

HRiver l).!lid(~r.~tI of 2d llriC,ldc Idllt!d tl~cntY":lcV:::" 1.n f;c..M:tercd 
action. 1n one contcct that l.nvolvcd ii .. b,7 In! in tlf,'orr,dic H3htinS 
all 2.fteruo~n. the infnntrymen killed thJ.rteen alnd supportin8 gun ... 
shil~s (,dded t,,;o. Th(! ground force hp.d been inserted by hcUcoptcr 
LInd suf£t.n:·~d nine t;ound~'d in th{~ inlti~l c()nt~ct. Ait'n~cb:Ue nSl'lults 
t-7erc dc() tr:ada by 3-60 Inf 811d resulted in eight VC KIA at ene loctltion, 
five tty the i.nf~mtry "nd three by D/3 .. 5 Cr.ll. 

Gunoh1.ps and IISl1C1:8" continueo to provide the key to let Brigf,de 
success. Second BattaHon, 39th Infantry, tr'1de Q nur.:ber of ll'f.rn':.Obile 
t:8sults, trtinspjrtcd by th~ 191~t AHC and 8up{lortf:d by B/3 .. 17 Ctlv. At 
one lo(;tltion ~jest of Vinh Kim the teem killed eleven in a brief: encounter. 
In the early r;.ort'd.ut:; ohertly aftet: Illidnight the Night SCF.lrch by 1~-39 lnf 
and en-l Cr.v continH~d Dnd Id.l1cd seven !;01."C. 

17 Februar.y 1969 

The enemy ,~~& very difficult to locate and only thiI'ty-tt-:o fell 
in the Division's extensive search operetic.ns" Ten of thc:se were 
attJ:itluted to the Night Hunter tcom or 2-39 Inf Dna B/3 .. 17 Cav just 
east of Ca! Be. Othcr.wise only the ai17mobUe ass~ult& of 2-60 Inf, 
3d Brier.:dc!, ','l!!);C relatively sl.1cceflsful, an tb~ infantrymen loccted 
and ldll(!d five enemy, cC!l)l:uring thr(:\, \;onp::mp,. US cnsulllties ,,'ere 
minim::!l, three "..."unded. 

Contllct liith the enemy increared th:covghout the Divhion's tActical 
arell. In Kien Hoa the HJitt;el'bu~n "ii::!rlltion of 3 .. ,60 1n£, D/3-5 Cav, 
and the 162d ARC im'olved : !Vernl insertions llnd ccused six en~my 
c::::;u~ 1 tic:'!. Ch~!!k~rbo~rd 1 ~ ro 18 llnd r.('!'!n 11 nrnhuFlhes by 3··60 lnf killed 
eight Viet Cong after dark :11 8 nushti,!'!3tcr by 3-l}7 Inf eliminated five 
at dlWk nf:zn: its b~ttnlion L' -!Co. celt? {It F:I..l'c Support Base Tiger II. 

Of ci,r.nific&nco in lLlt l\riS:l(lo \1')0 £In tdrmoM.le IH1SiilUlt by 4-39 Inf 
just north of lhoe Area I t 70 in tbe Plni.n of Re~dt;" "lhile slo"'aeping the 
area the troop:. of C/4··39 Inf killed four enC:tTiY ond destroyed fi.ve b~oby 
trapE> l.md sevcnte<m bunlters. Providing l:!atchful protection from their 
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airborne firtl1g pl~tforms, g'Hl,lU~r::: frOt.i en ... l C,nv picked oft eleven 
cn.atitY a~ tl'K; inf'':lut:;':Y/ii?al thr,;..,£.dt::.,J t1t(.~.it' wZJ)' thl'ough thd Vh!t Conz fu~:i:­
if!catior.[~. 'l.be "7i.o(~ .. :::,!!ng1.ng ~:!.:c:·!')b:nc inam:tiolls of 2 .. ·60 Inf alto 
continu",a to be tll<:~ rrost StlCcc:ss.:Cul rne.:ms for loceting the ehtsive 
Ci.;.Ctay in Long AU a The infantry tC'~In-~U with A/3-17 Cav to kill nine 
VC and destroy f1\72 8bmpans ill the vicinity of VC lslcnd o 

Contncl dL'opped sh<'l:r.ply throuchout thc Cllt$.l:e U1.vision tllctical 
area cs enemy troop~ l/3re able to evcde the pressing in£~ntl:yrr.en afld ail.­
ccvnlry" Four battalicms of lst Brigade ,,:ere in thta field Dnd conulIct(l:l 
cordon .r.ud lH~uI'chp cl\c:kerbo.:lt'd p lIf.l.'ILobile ~r.d l~~,cht thmt<'-lT." operet1.onD,. 
but Id.J.kd ~nly fiva of the clusiv-e cnemy in the 2{~-holtt' period. FO-Iolr 
of thoDe 'N'~re ni,zht Id.lla «) 

Second Brisada Mobile IU.vcrine infantrymen eucouutered slightly 
better resu1l:u p kUUne fifteen Vi.colt Cong in widely scattered COl.1tacts 
in ustct'y K:Lr-.:n HOll Prnv11lce. Althol.lt,h the: 2d Briep.de I}ufft)l.'ed no fDtlllities t 
c1.Cht f.nfl.ltltrymDn 1-,ere '\'i'Ouridec1 by booby tl'nps. TIl(;! 3d Ih:igade in l.(lug 
An Pro~~incc also h!!il thrf!e battnl:1.ons in the p:::ddies o They cond\!cted bushmDster 
and checkerboard ope.r3tions. but '~re nble to kill only three enemy sold .. 
iers, all of th~se after dark. 

20 Februllr.y 1969. 

The Battle of Ap Binh Dong 

Tf,e searching, probing toctics of the 2d Brigade paid big dividends 
on 20 February when tho Mobile Rivorine Force brought the 516th Viet Cong 
Main Force l~attalioll to bay end laced into themp killing nb1cty-nine. 
Action b~gan when Con~any C, 3-47 lnf, on 8 combined operation with the 
l26th Regional Foree Company, received sporadic fire as they moved through 
an area along the Ea J.ai River, north~7~st of Gions Trom. Shortly there­
after Troop D, 3-5 Cn,,·, brought in, a px'looner ,(07ho snid that he loIns n member 
of the 516th and thet the battalion was deployed in £\.,11 force along the 
Ba Lai River. He stated further that the unit "73e splitting into two 
groups, one Il" .. wing rlorth and the other moving cast along the river. 
Company C, 3 ... l}7 lnf. immediately under.took a se;:.rch and destroy mission 
to interdict the element moving east. Ho cont<:ict \Jas mode im.T.-ediatcly, so 
the cODrpDny decided to push further eost. Suddenly they began to receive 
snipel." fire. 

At t115 hOUl'S: hel:l.copl ~ s from D/3-S Cnv t72re screeni.ne the r'l"nnt of 
Company C \'!hCll they receive<.· lutoll!Stic 'Weapons fire from the junction of 
the Rach Cau Pher..g and the R"ett na Tr~. Rom (XS686262). Artillery and Air 
Force jete ,(-lcra called f.n to ~;l\Pl'0l't, but the enemy fire persisted, dO'tm .... 
ing one cflvlllry helicopter. 
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Com;,e:ny B, 3 .. 6-:) !nf, made un a1rt:lobile assault to thenorthellSt of 
the stre ... ::m 5;;n~tinn, &nd the ll('li(.:opt:~rs came ~mdel.' hea'vy fire as tht~y 
lifted of!. foll,:rw'ij\g insm:tioil of th<': infant'l.Jrr.v~n. Charlie COiupany, 3 ... 1.7 
Inft l.':::rua:lnad j,n a blocking pOGit:Z.on v]est of the stl:eC4ffi junction along 
thl! Ea La:!. Riv<J,:r.. The 126th RF COil.pany nlov(!d along the trail adjacent to 
Cortr;<1ny C, also') to set up a blocking position, in this case, to the cast 

At V.53 hO!1rd, n/3-47 Inf mad~ a heHborne (-!ss8ul t to the south of 
the Gtr(~O:'l jt~nct,j,on and were engaged in:lIIcdint(lly by heavy automatic 
wea(l(m~ ftr(.;. It was nppsrent at this time that the C1l(~tny force "las of 
a cons1dc:s:ahle size. j'he company co!!znander and one platoon leader l4'ere 
kHlecl shortly a(t~r tho insertion snd tho en::::my began pu:uping in 60mm 
mO):l.m::' rotmds. Rcali?;:~\lB their pr\:'c(~rloHo positicm, the Jnsn of Dravo 
COl!lpauy returned a heuvy vo1.u/tie of fire wi th their. organic waupons and 
inched to\\Tsl.'d the ene.ny entrenchments p el imina ting the enemy one hy ons. 

"He \"i'ere 9un:mJiH.lr"d, 80 ¥,.,e hi t the dikes 8'ld cantlla for cover, II 
said SP4 Phil Bal."ilc ll Bravo Company radioNtelephoue operator. "They 
had snip{'~o all m:ound ttf.l, so \110 started putting out as much M-60 
m3cilincg1.ln fu:e: .lG we could. T.hen ~Tith the help of the Cav, t-1C moved 
out to' get them." 

At 16l:·0 hom:s n!3 ... 60 In£ WD.S reinserted, tM.s tima to the left flank 
of B/3~47 In£ and south of the streem junction. Upon insertion, they 
also came under heavy enemy fire, but this move sealed off the cordon 
to the south aTld uast. Company A, 3d Battalion, f.7th Infantry, was 
ins~rted at 1810 hours to the right flank of n/3-1~7 to seal off the escape 
routes to thc east along the Rach Ba Tri Rom. Company C, in its blocking 
position, now became the ready reaction force. 

By 1.850 hours, all three companies 'vere still in heavy contact with 
the entrenched en~y, w';lOse defensive line was now defined as running east 
and l·rast generally along the Rach Cau Pheug and Rach Ba Tri Rom. Tne enemy, 
dl.splay:f.nz unusually heavy firepower, kept the inhntrymcn under a blanket 
of .50 cnHbcr and mortar fire. Although lClwon 81Y4Ilunition, Bravo Company) 
3-47 Inf, continued its fierce close .. in combo.t. They ware not intimidated 
by the enemy's fortifications and the three .50 caliber machineguns mlich 
raked their position from no more thml fifty meters away. As night fell, 
hOliever, the enemy positions hed been pin-pointed and all fi:'iendly fireD 
coordillated. Delta Troop, 3-5 Csv .. screened the northern flanlt of· the 
cordon. UOl'[ it \las the enemy's lot to feel the Bting of artillery, as 
Battel.'y Ct 3-34 Arty. pur,lIueled the c~l1ter of the cordon all through the 
night with hundreds of l05mm howitzer rounds. Again and again the enemy 
tried to bt'eak the noose forcefully, but the infantrymen and artillery 
pushed him back. ' 

f.t fi::~t light 0 •• 21 Februa>=y, the infant"i:YIj"I~'l Swl2:pt the area, 
assaulting the remaining enemy pocic;ets of resistance. Intelligence 
gathered on the battlefield and reports of the local populace revealed 
that the em~n1y fm:ca. had been composed of the 1st and 2d Companies • 
. 516th Main Force B:'!ttalion, l!1ld included the Battalion Command Post and a 
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reinforced hcl'l"Y 't;'~)FCn8 \11atoon c Tn~ b~r.'" Crt<lYi' of thc~ 516th \1D3 also 
com;?letdy chHt~~[jt(·d. 

The S"7·~'~1' rcvc<.:led fHty~·f(n.!.: enemy pc-.dics .. 
kn':)'~m ,::memy kl11G fo:,· tho £;ction to nin~ty~nin&o 
801di~~G lo~t th3lr liveR in the bitter fi2~tins 
a1t::oct 011 of thc£<·~ in the initial stczes of th~ 

bringinz the total of 
Seven 9th Division 

mid te.n ~c::rc 'troundeu, 
J..[~ttl~. 

In W::U.(1;:-.n in TJillh l'u,,"ng I'l:clvlnc·;! to th(~ I).:"J:,:th, 1st P..riC£lcc troopn 
killccl£o:cty-~:l~ ("lC~n,y czldieru on 20 F'c.brucry. \Hth fc-,ur infl.mtr), 
battl.jHon~J in the field conducting cClrdon and EJ(;'2l:ch and check(;!rboard 
operation::;, :md (,uP!J:>i:lc;d by n/3~1.7 Cev £:nd 1918 t Af1::wul t He licCll:,tcr 
Cor~cmy, t.he IIftcccmcJo" Brlgcdc r,;';'!t the c:ner.lj .~cro:;!j the provinc(! in 
coutactn (llm,JOt as llumz:rOU& c:: kiHr... The Viet CCi"tg unitE;; 1t;!re still 
splinteLed to evoid contcct with 9th Division troop3, who ~~re stslking 
tha encr":7 no';) a lm"Jc: t 1:t.'1n fOl' In::". 

'111ird l~l;ir:;ilde troopc cClnduc t inc lO:ln<1, '~"~~(ir tlnd B l.r01!)h He opel'£! tlol1!1 
kH led n totnl of tcm cn.:-my oohl!c~rll f.n l.OToS An Pn'vincc: on 20 Fc:;bruB~y 
in l1noth~r d.:y of liCht (~ontnct. ThrC:l~ [('3n '\:>l'~re ,;;oundcd by er.cmy booby 
traps. 

The D1v~.r:io'l·fI cOliwined Grms t(;;(cffi kill(~d tixtyntt·,o Viet Cong, by 
this t:tli~~ 0 ffioc1ar .. te r~cult for the "Old Reliable.;lI. Four US soldiers 
W2re wo~nded, again by oom~ of the thouaands of bocby traps which lie 
in treacherous w~it for both the w~ry nnd un~sry. The 1st ~rigQde 
fielded all four of its battalion" on checkerbo~rd end airmobile oper­
ations, SUFPort~d by B/3-17 Cav gunship~. Combnt operations for the 24 
hour period resull:cd in t~"Onty-nf.ne en~my killed, t't-:enty-si:tof the.se 
by Night llul1ler cnd night cl1".Dush oparationB. 

The 2d Drigllde l-bbUa Riverine Force hnd thLce inftl'ntry battalione 
in the rice p:lddiea, conducting chcckeri.;o~rc1 and cagleflight operetionu. 
Twenty-four en~~j a~ldiQrD trerc killed by 2d Brigade ~~ile the 3d Brigade 
added ~i't to the Di\'1sion toul for the d(jy~ 

Action picked up again, as 9th Division elem~~t8 killed ninety-
five encliiY soldiers in night and d~\y actions spread throughout the 
t~ctic~l ~re~ of interect. Fir~t Briscoe clc~~~to ccco~~tcd f~r £c~ty~ 
seven or thE: totol in £ictiol\f~ in Dinh ~uong Province. Sho,:~ing their m~ttle 
ao ade:i't nieht fighters, Brigade units killed thirtY-Bev~n of this 
nUIT.ber dur1.ng darkneGo he-.urs. In Night Hunter opt:-lrntions co'V'cring a 
wida Grea nOl"th\-?€lst of Cei Be, g\.\UGhip crc,",J of B/3-17' Cav tesu;zd up with 
troopers of 4ft39 Inf to kill twenty-six Viet Cons. Between 0100 and 0300 
nou.rs-, L1 patrol from 2··39 Inf sp~ang three flep~rllte ambush~8t killing 

. eleven of the surprised enemy Dnd sinking ttro elJrcpana. In daylight 
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airmobile oparations 4-39 Inf killed tujlve ene~/ in Dcsttered cont~ct 
around Cai Ll'lY. Third Brigade ele1l1enta; \<lith Troop A, 3-17 Cavalry, 
killed five Viet Cong in another. d~y of infre~ucnt cont8ct with the 
enemy in Long An Pr(.vince. 

River. Raidere of the 2d Brigade I s 4-471nf accounted for forty .. 
three enemy dE.:nd, tventy-s::'x of which resulted when the infuntrymen. 
pounced On en cst1.1l".:.ted Viet Conz cor:'?~-H'ly th:r.t~e milc~ from the brigl:\deJs 
Ben Tre base COfl'l.p. Action bC'!g.?n in mid"morning when COlopany C Idlled 
nine cnemy on Q swe::ep couthen3t of the province cl\pital.. Firing in 
direct 5UprO~:t of the infnntl.J1m~!U, artil lerylt:r:n of the 3-34 Arty killed 
five enemy 8oldicra. Coc:p.llny A 'C'ent oshor.a fr.om Navy "Tan80" boau 
just north of Company C in an attempt to boy. in the Viet Cong. Althou:;h 
they ron into an an:buah snd 17ere pllnncd dOtm, Co~ptmy A W.I:lf.: able to kill 
five of the Gi1C~. CCtntnct continued thro\\gh the afternoon uith t$round 
troops Qnd gunehip cret-~a of D/3-5 Cav kHling ten rr.orG ener:y. Company D 
VSG inserted late in the af~ernoon to assist in se~ling in the eneoo/, but 
the Vict Cong tiere able to slip out under cover of dIH:kn(:EJ8. 

Slnaled out for b~nvery in this ~ction W~8 woi David J. Neukirk 
of D/3·5 Cav, ~~o blatantly exposed his light observation helicopter 
to oncmy anip~rB in order to locate their positions. Hove~ing his light 
aircrsft just above the nipn palm snd ucing the pl'oln4ash of his blades 
to separate the fo11:age, Nc<;w.irlt located several snipers and silenced 
them with his mint-guns Qnd grenodes. Although his aircr6ft received 
numerOUG hits, he continued thes~ dering tectics until Bll of the ene~1 
snipers menacing the advancing Riverine infantrymen had been eliminated 
He thel\ directed the infantrymen to other enemy positions he had spotted. 

When the c0nli'any he wos supporting was unable to reach 8n area in 
the danae veget&tion suitable for medical evacuation of the wounded, 
Newkirk volunteered to ~3neuver his craft through a s~ll opening 'in 
the trees to pick up the seriously wounded. Although under enemY auto­
matic weaponc fire, th~ pilot skillfully lcr.~ered hiG helicopter, clipping 
the he~l'vy foli~~te v1t;h both hia nmin and toil rotors. The enemy fire 
intensified during the laboriouo loading process, but Newkirk refused to 
lift off until 8S ~ny wounded as he could carry were aboard e After the 
dustoff. the stee:ly aviator rcpeatod the heroic action a second time. 
Newkirk's actions typify the helicopter pilots from every c3valrytroop 
and assault helicopter company supporting the 9th Division. Their 
bravery and esprit ore extraordinary and were a major fector in the un­
precedented success of the 9th Divisionis helicopter·inf~ntry team. 

23 ... ·ebrusry 1969 

A total of 104 enemy soldiers lost their lives in.many contacts with 
9th Division clements on 23 February. The 1st Brig3de with supporting air 
cavalry and artillery accounted for sevt=nty-t1\1o of the' total, well over half 
,of these in night contacts designed to keep the Viet Cong off balance 
end deny them movement ot night. In scattered night incidents northwest 
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of C8~ Be, csvalrym~n of H/3-17 Cav killed twenty-eight enemy. 
lnfantryr;:en of the 2-39 lnf found the bodies of .th1rteen enomy who 
had bee.:n killed earlier by the hOi'fitzers of 1-11 ·Arty. Riflemen of 
6-31 lnf reported eleven cneWoj soldiers killed by nir cavalry in Dction 
west of Moc Hoa. The infantrymen also located eight AK-47 rifles, 
twelve 82~~ mortar rQunds Rnd twenty-threA cases of rifle ammunition. 
While supporting an eirreobile operation north of Cai Be, the 19lst 
Assaul t Helicopter Con:p~iny killed fourteen cn~my aa the supported 
inf~ntrym3n killed five. 

Responsible for the success of these many small unit operations 
~ere individual actA such as thone of Private First Class Gary E. DUlln. 
Ii riflcm!lln \gith Company A, 4-39 Inf. The company was mJldng a reconn­
aissance-in-force wben it came under heavy fire from an estimated enemy 
company. Dunn's plutoon was directed to m~neuver to the right to prevent 
an enemy flanking ml.lVement. Dunn volunteered to. walk point and 1-18S 
~hirty-five meters ahead of his platoon, making his way through the dense 
nipa, whe., he spotted an enemy squad octtinB up an 811'.buBh directly :I.n 
front C'f him. RClletioe quickly, Dunn killed two of the would-be ambushers 
and other plat.oon D!?r.lbcT.'s Idllcd ttfO more flD ~hc enemy fled. Without 
the cool professionalism Bud bravery of Dunn and thousands of infantrym~n, 
displayed dsy after day in similar situationa, many American soldiers 
would have died unneeecsarily. . 

Second Brigade elem~nts accounted for nineteen of the division total 
on the 23d while conducting "Jitterbug" Ilnd bushmaster operations in an 
attempt to locate the elusive Viet Cong. ~ooby traps and enemy mortars 
1-1ounded thirteen and killed one 2d Brigade soldier, leaving no mistake 
that life for the Am~~icansoldier in the upper Delta is constantly 
threatened. 

The 3d Brig~de killed thirteen Viet Cong in scattered Long An Province 
actions and ~lile repulsing an enemy mortar and rocket attack on the Brigade 
Headquarters at Tan An. Sercennt First Class Robert F. Baugher demonstrated 
that fents of heLoism nre not confined to the rice paddieo t but that 
support troops. too. are capable of valor in the face of the enemy. 
Baugher, on peri~ter guard at Tan An, was one of the first to react to 
enemy movement opotted outside the berm. When his section of the perimeter 
received enemy rockets from close range, Baugher went from bunker to 
bunker encou~aging his men, redistributing a~~nition and removing the 
wounded. 'He personally defended a bunker ~ich had received two hits from 
the rockets and kept the enemy from penetrating his defense. 

Dur.ir&g the same attack, Chief Warrant Officer Thomas R. Wie, a· pilot 
in Troop A, 3-17 C:v p :h~.cd cxccpticnQl valor when he rapan:adly flew his 
Cobra gUl1lilhlp irl lo':.l passes over the intense automatic \leapons and rocket 
f:ire. Although hiB ship received three hits, he continued to rocket and 
strafe the enemy in Chis manner until the enemy fire was silenced. His acts 
were instrumental in preventing the enemy from firing twenty rockets 
already emplaced just outside the perimeter. Ten 3d Brigade soldiers were 
''UO~nded, but none wall killed. 
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Checkerbol'lrd. corden Gnd sel:rcb. bU8hra9ste:r~ and Night Hunter 
operetionEi c:!rrit'!d ont by the fat::: ~attl.\1ions of the 1st Brigade through .. 
out Dinh Tuc<Et3 Province rCGulted in fCirty ... f1veenemy 60ldiers killed. '!lro 
briGade:: coldierll ,(Jtlrt:? ,rounded by em!my booby trr-pa as the infantrymen 
and l,HlPPOl:ting helotcopters from B/3-n Cav ~nd 191st Assault Helicopter 
CCli,pany continued their C!t!thodical elim1nction of the enemy by ones 
and t\:os. 

Second Bri.G~clc f,lt'lTicntD uccounted for. thirty-ff.vc Viet Cong killed 
as the Riv\!rinc~n flr.::::retted out the VC from their watery, leech-infested 
and overgrow hideouts in Kien Hoe Province. 'l'hirteen US soldiers were 
~oundeclt m03t of these by booby traps. 

The 3d Brigade au~ supporting clern~ntG killed eight enemy soldiers, 
bringing the DIvision total for th10 dtll.:e to eighty-seven enemy dead. 
Brigade tr.oops suffercc! eight" t~o.ur.ded. 

25 Februcry 1969 

"Old Rclinblelt units killed a total of 117 Viet Cong in another day 
of BCllttf:red nctiontJ. The 2-39" 3-39, 4-39 and 6-31 Inf battalions of 
the 1st Brig~d~ continued to apply their proven foroulla for finding the 
VC. Bushlt!.;;.stek.', "J!ttet:bucll, I'll vi Hight Hunter operations netted fifty~ 
8ix en.::ril)' ld. t1.r.c D~l tll Tr('\o~"'11 3~5 Cev, ond B/3-17 Cav provided gunship 
sur-port while 191st Asctlult Helicopters fle'W with their bellies full 
of infantryu:en. Forty of the bri&~dE! kills came during widely dispersed 
night cctionu as the rlRecond~t:n continued todcny the night to the Viet 
Cong in Dinh Tuong. Three booby trap incidents caused the Brigad"c' s 
casucltierc of a1:: wounded snd one killed. 

Third Driscde units accounted for thirty-sir. of th~ enemy casualties. 
almost u11 of these corning from a night ambuuh by 1.nf8nt~ruen of the 2 .. 47 
Hechan12ed Infantry. At about 1000 hours track!! from 2-47 Inf caught 
an estira.o.tcd Viet Cons cOfi\P~ny moving through their night 8D'.buch positions 
five kilometer.s north of Tan An. Alpha Company's ambush was first to make 
contact uith the enen~. The Viet Cong tried to ev&de, only to find them­
selves encntlrled in t-.ro other ambushes. Dy dayUght, three enemy bodies 
had been counted. In nddition. five 1~~47 rifles, one pistol, one machine­
gun, six rocket launchers, elev~n grensdes, and ten rockets were captured. 
The m~chanized infentryman suffered one ~an wounded. Four US troops were 
wounded by three seI't:rate boobytrapo. Although the enemy waB painfully 
and meticulously efficient with his deadly booby traps: he remained unable 
to inflict losDes by offensive actions. 

Mobile Riverine troopers uith supporting artillery and helicopters 
conducted checkerboard, b118hrr.aster~" ttn~ airmobile operations r.esulting 
in twenty-five encn~ Goldiera killed in 8cuttered actions in Kien Hoa 

, Province. 
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'rna 3 .. 1}7, 4-/}"1 and 3 .. 60 Inf biltt:olic-t18 of 2d Brig.zde (;cnducted 
waterli.obile aUII ~irli:c.bile op(i:r~tiom:: Jo kill ing thirtY .... ulNl: er:.~my in uidcly 
scattered contncts. Third liatt.'llicm, 3!,·th Al."tillc:-y ~nd .D/3··5 (:flV gtlve 
the iuf:tilltryn:::m protection snu prc\'ic1~d l-'~;:rt c£ the Id111n3 iY,!nch \)hil c 
the 162d At..scult Hei:l.copter CompAny fcrrh·1 the teoopa during ~irtn::.lbH') 
operacioull D 'the pr:J.ca of combat success '·~:..:E high:::;: thl1n nO.l.·m?:!l this day II 
CB booby tr<!.lfis killed thre.a and t-i'Ot~i:\·j~d flva US r;oldier3. 

n.t.': li>t :Grie~de. or.. footm~bi1c.: Gnd Cliu.-,.':>bile op·ertltions l:ln:oushout 
their tacticul nrc.:.:. p-;."eosed the enc.:my in "~Jhy (:1";.1.111 Ui.~:I.t contl:cU ~ killing 
tl-:enty-ttro and bringing the Division total fo1.' 26 Februi.lry to ~ixty .. one 
dead. During thC! courac of tl,e d~y. c lCIl!f.l;nta of the Br:t8ad~ found And 
destroyed thirty hO~fi'.ade booby trapa. 

All participants in the eo,cllet~onc ere flubjr-;ct to encounterins the 
enemy. Copto;.n Emne Robert, tln ertilleryli,;:m ,l di.stingu{shed hilRDelf by 
em::'!lpUcmnlly gallnnt (lcticnG on 26 Februm . .'y.. Art1.11m~y lioinoll officer 
uith l~-39 lnfe C&pt~in Robart .\7ill:.l flyinc; \.-ilth the ~)QttRUon corllr:l!mder 
during e night operation tf.len fl radio cell1 fCtr h.elp ~7a8 received fi-Oiit a 
Long Rnnge Rcconuu1nat\nce Patrol surrounded by tho Viet Cong. All but tlVO 

of the eighteen 1JlJ!pe 3 hnd bean "ounded. seversl of them eeriot:sly, t!nd 
it l!ppo.nred the tet'lr~ w71.l0 in 11 otate of near pnnic as they felt the 
enemy closing in on them. One h<:-:llico!'ter had vlreHdy been dcuned in an 
effort to evc~uate the ttotmded. but Uobert Fond the battalion COlr .. rn:mdcr 
proceedc:cl dir.ectl)" to the aite ~md Ilmded. Perceiv1.ng the precariousness 
of the sHu.o.tloCi. Robert imnli~dt~tGly 2rrsnged. the less seriously wounded 
into a def.ensive peri~2ter and collected the ceriously ~ounded for evcc­
uation. all the 'While adlllinistcring Hnt aid o Unable to call in enother 
duntoff helic(>pteX' until the elU~!!l'J sunG hlld baen silenced. Rob€rt. ur;ed 
the radio to ~djunt artillery fire onto the enen~. Standing in full 
vi~1 of the cn.emy position. no'tf cHenced by the artillery fire. R.obert 
f;Uided the r.1':;'!dic~l evacl,ation helicopter into the 801::11 clearing. Because 
of Ctlpttd\\ Robort'o alert and cool 8ctionG tho enemy 'WtlS unable to ova:crun 
the sw~ll unit Dud de~tr~y the dO~led helicovter. Six ~ncmy soldiers ~ra 
itnolm to be deed frofa the contllct. 

In anoth.:r day of ccettered o,:::mtacta 9th Division units rocl,ed up 
cighty"'l:~'"O enomy coldiers killed:. During airn»bile and footmobile op .. 
erotions in Dinh Tuong Provincc. 1st Brig£lde units killed 8 total of 
fiftY-Govsn Viet C"ng" thirty-dght of theae at nighi:. C'ited for heroic 
actiO"l in the lrit Brigede on tM.o date lIas Sergeant William J. Htltfield ,l 

a squt.:d lendo&:' with Comp~ny C, 4 .. 39 Inf. Hatfi(!ldts sqund was the point 
elem:mt for the platoon as it tr..oved through a hC3vily .vegetated erea 
ne;;:r a vi.1 lagc. Suddenly the sergea\\t and h 18 rc~m' were 8mbushetl by an enemy 

.Gqucd concealed nenrby. Hatfield. aware thnt his ·cquad 'Uos in 8 heavily 
booby tre!li»Gd nrf:~ end the t moe t of hiB m2n uere nC'{, and Incy.perienccd. took 
tha point himself ~nd led his t:1:!!n 1n a flemking tr.:)ver~~nt around the enemy 
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mnbush site. l'!hen the sergeant sighted t,,,"o Viet COllg preparing to fire 
on his s'1uad ag:lin, he thl"c:: a p,renade lmich wounded the two and caused 
the &nb1..~~;heT.1'! to r~!:1'e£lt:. Hatfield them secured the equipment abandoned 
by the fleeing CI.1CIl'!Y and continued his mission wi th no casual ties. 

F.leJ"cnt~ of ° th3 2d Brigade accounted for Bev~n of the Division 
tetd ent,,1Y kills in a day of very light contact for the Riverinernen. 
Tnird Bdzadc l.tt~ito Slld thei'C supporting air cav and artillery killed 
eightec:i.1 Viet Cong, aIr-lOst all of these resulting from night action. 

Nil'lth Divit'ion troops killed ninety enemy soldiers in a day of 
scattered and often bizurre combat. The 2d Brigade Nobile Riverine 
Force Lccotmted for fiftY'-nine of the total in aln.ost exclusively day" 
light contacts. the 1st Brigade killed tltenty ... one enemy, most of these 
in night actions, and 3d Brigade counted ten cnemy bodies. One 
part1 cutody tl'Cndlerous l05rrun booby trap incident killed tl~lQ UZ soldiers 
nnd \o;, .. un(~ed t\\Y(mty .. t,(I'O othe:;:s in the 2d Brigade. 

In one of the more unusual stories of combat, Specialist Four Jose 
T. AlejGndro toms cited for exceptionsl bravery on 28 February while a 
rlflcmar. ill Coli.pS;1Y D, 3-47 luf. Company D was on a reconnaiss.mce-in­
fcrce soutil~Clst of Ben !'toe ~lhen ; smoke grenades were throWli from helicopters 
flying overhend, indicating Bl!spid.ous activity to the left of the comvany' s 
pos:i.tiol1. Alejandro and Ell: othel' infent~ymen volunteered to investigatc. 
\-lnlking point for tha t;iny element, Alejandro entered a \JCodline and came 
across tHO Viet Cong attempting to detonate some booby traps they had 
planted in the are£l. Since the mines yare obviously intended for Alejandro's 
companions in the rear, he charged the two enemy soldiers and engaged 
them in har1d to hand combat. 

Dur1,ng the close combat with the two, Alejnndro shattered the butt 
of his r' flee Undllunted, he toole off his steel helmet and (lWl\~ it like 
a hall c;ncl chain to ward off the enemy. Several other enemy soldiers 
began firing at him from a nearby bunker corr~lexo Again with utter dis­
regard for his safety. Alejandro charged the bunkers, mortally wounding 
t~·10 of the cnemy 2ud chasing the others back into a tunnel. Having ex­
hausted his own supply of aTamunition, he picked up one of the enemy's 
weapons and continued toward the tunnel. Although under fire now from 
another location, the rifleman moved adroitly to the tunnel entt'ance 
and thre"1 in hand grenades. When an enemy soldier who had survived the 
blast td.cd to escape the tunnel, Alejandro, still· under enemy fire, stood 
gUflr-d lit the tUlllit::l eO'ltrilllC:tlI to keel! him from ef:lcapiue. As a result of 
the infantr}~ml'S gallantry, nine enemy soldiers ~~re killed and one 
captured. 

1 Barch 1969 ......... 

The actions on 1 l·iarch gave indication that the staccato pace 
of enemy contacts established in February would continue. At a time 
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\.;han a unit of lSfz detet'mln~tion l.I1ight incline to relax and bas'~ in 
the glo't.J of succes;s, th(il 9th Infantry Dbrision '8ctul.l11y increased the 
tempo and teuQcity of ita efforts against the tough, resourceful 
en~~y in the D~lta. Du~ins day and nieht actions, 9th Division elements 
killed 100 ViGt Cons in contacts throughout the tactical area. 

First Brigada 1nfrultt)~en and supporting air cavalry killed fifty­
sev~n enemy soldiers, fOl'ty .. three of these in Night Hunter and night 
ombush oper.at1.()11:~. Boob~r trGp incidents contit1l\~d to be the major 
source of Ufo ca:.ualties as fOU1:teen men "1ere ,,,omlded in four separnte 
incidcmtlh By the ndJ;oit rotation of m~tlpow\lr and helicopter houro, the 
1st ~ri.l!.ade ttm1.ntatm:c1 the sting1.ng presGuro on the en:'\luy 24 hours a 
day_ 

Gdlantry ~nd heroic action wat: frequent thl'ouGhout the da.y, but 
tIle ~ctionu of Cltptain Go'rdon DoRoos of Company C, 4-39 Inf, stood 
ap£!rt. DcB'()os and his cOiQ8.uy were on a nisht Bnlbush patrol near 
the \ti Ilpgc! of t-iy Trinh 1.n Dlnh TUODg Provine:::l. As he led' hiB meil 
itlto poc$, t~,o;:tt th~y cam~ under intense enc-my AU(:(llllntic weapons fire. 
The cnSJ"UY "iuS entconcad in bunkers along S l1oodliuo, not more than 150 
meter.s F.";·l"iY. I)..~V.c:os and his men returned a heavy base of fire t1hich 
sllc:r:.tc.ed the enalij1 tEmpora'f'ilyo Hnving received no fire for thirty 
mirmt£a~ the c.oiynny prepared to move out, bat \.,.:19 pin.."'lod down again 
by ff.re from the l;oodl:tne. DeRoos called in artil1~rYt ,.mich destroyed 
t'toiO C.l.':.!u>, b:mkc:Ls and egain silenced the cHamy firing.. Shortly 
after. the ar.tillery ceased, the persistent Viet Cong sent out snipers to 
harse:s the crospcny ,lIhii<:: other enemy troopo crawled silently toward 
its po~ition. 

Finally the enemy began a heavy barrsge of fire with RPG's, M-79's, 
and ~utomatic wenpons p seriously vJOunding seversl of DaRoos t m~n. 
Disrcgardil',g his persor,sl safety, the Captain ran 100 meters under the 
enemy fire to tha positions most critically hit. Finding two men 
seriously lrounded, he administered first aid 8nd.pul~ed them back to 
a safer pOfliti.on. DeItooo regrouped a mnall forco 6nd led an assault 
against ono of the neal"est enemy poflitions, ldlling three of tbe Viet 
Cong.. He then led an elamant of bis comQany to the enemy's flank in 
ordcr to catch them in a deadly cross fire. As a result five additional 
eneulY were killed llnd at least twice that nmnber wounded. The remainder 
of the en£lllY force retreated in panic. 

Elements of the three battalions of 2d Bt'igade conducted footmobile 
and uatermob11e operations which resulted in twenty-seven enemy killed 
on 1 }~rch. The highly scattered contacts were supported by D/3-5 Cav 
and the I6id Asst!ult: Helicopter Cor.:peny. 'l'hird Brigade t:roops with air 
suppnrt from n/3"l7 Cav and 2l~th Assault Helicoptar Company added six­
teen en("-1nY dead to the total in scattered airmobile and bushmaster actions .. 

,2 M."trch 1969 

In another day of griudi1.18 action 9th Division unit~ found and 
eU,!llin.lted se'~enty"seven of tbe harried enemy. First Brigade elements 
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Five US soldier:: .;~-;::: \;oun;;!ed iJ.1 1st B:d.gade &(:tiOHS. 

During en airmobHe oparatio"'1~ L:s'eutcnDnto Col.cnel David H. Hack\...,orth, 
commanding 'Officer 'Of th~ 4~39 Iuf, di9pl~yed ga1l~nt leadership in the 
face 'Of the ene.-ny. EJ ~ilent9 'Of his comm .... "(,d were being extracted from a 
l~rge enemy mine:r;J!ld ,olhHa uncleI' heavy enc..-ny fire!. Uackt.rorth made a 
visual reconna1.9c.!rt1CC of the area from his ccn'Jnand and control he1icep tar 
and thCL1 prececd.;:d at 1e,{<7 a1 tit-uda too seek th2 shortest path fcr his 
trccps te follCl.,. lIe them directed his heliceptet' pilet to land se that 
he might inctruct the com:?any commander 'Of his findines. Upcn landing, 
Hnckto1otth cliccCVC'H~d thc!t the ccm~ally COJllJn~onuel' had been seriously ,round ... 
ed by a mine. H~.th lJ\1clnc1oU3 disragaru fer the <=n{~my fi rc and the mine­
Held, the bet talion cCti::llsnder Inoved to the comp any commander anrl car.riod 
him pe;::sontll.1y to safety. no repeated his actiens a secc1"'ld and third 
time to re.-nove the ~"'(jundcd from the area 'Of contact. Hackworth then 
took control 'Of the cerr.peny himself and led them from the minefield to 
the helico~te4 pick up zona. He personally. Guided the roadical evacuation 
helicepter inte the tiny open area, still under enemy fire. He remained 
on the 8round untn all of the inffmtrymen \-lGre loaded and the last aircr.aft 
had extracted. Iiie tifll~ly ncHenD and bravz:ry undoubtedly stived 1l\ .. une>:"OllS 
/\lnet'iclln lives (IUd provided an inspirl:!tien to his men. 

Fcot mobile And wstennobile operations of the 2d Brigade accounted for 
e1.ghtp.ca enemy kills on this date snd 3d Brigade trocps killed six. 

Ninety-five ensny soldiers lost their lives to "Old Reliable" forces 
using search and pounce tactics. The 1st BrIgade killed sixty-cne 'Of the 
total while ccnducting cordon and search and Night Search operations. 
A rovit&g Night Search 'Operation involving C/7-1 Caov and 4-39 Inf .netted 
twelve Viet Cong killed and si,: sanpans destreyed as the team searched ever 
the western third of Dinh Tllong Province. Company E, 2-39 Inf, exeOcuted a 
Night Ruid on an intelligence target \Oiast of Csi Be and Idl1erl fifteen enemy. 
As Ar.t1.11ory follmnf.nation 1i t the targE't area, 9th Aviatien Battalien 
helicopters touched dot-m and the infantrymen quickly diffused into the area. 
The enemy ""yes tnken by cemplete surprise. 

''The minute 'Our presence uaa r.ne~mt t.he tIDele area was cra\o1ling with 
peeple," said Majer Jehn Purdy, Battalioll Operations Officer. ''l-Iost of 
them were running like crazy for the woodl1ne. II Ninth Aviation gunships 
killed s~ven Viet Ceng in the woodline and the infantrymen kUled eight. 
The remain.il'tB thirty .. five kills by 1st Brigade en 5 Harcb came during 
small cOfltacts·-threughout the province. 

TIle 2d Brigade using air and water craft for transpert te cenduct 
checkerboard and bushmaster operations, met tvlth less success against the 
elusive Kien Hea Viet Cong. Brigade elements killed nineteen pnemy while 
suffering four seldiers wounded by enemy booby traps hidden in the dense 

'vegetation. Checkerboard and airmobile operatiens- in Long An Prevince by 
the 3d Brigade resulted in fifteen enemy dead. 

60 



6 l>isl"ch 1969 

1st nrigade soldS.arB lcilled 107 of the en·:mlY in a day sction sharply 
increased ft'om the alraady hen,\'Y pace for the month. Most of the actions 
uere ag:lin scattered and small, but one COlltact begun by a sharp "'eyoo l~l\et 
Assault Helicopter C':n:!:p&ny pilot resulted in forty ... three enemy dead and 
disrupt€ld tht; nm .... ting of the VC Dinh Tuong ar.eo command. ''We spotted an 
individual with a waapon in lIn open rice paddy," said Warrtlnt Officer I-11ke 
Holt, the gunr.h1p pilot. nAt first I thought he might be an ARVN soldier, 
but when W~ 'W~lit dowI'! to check hiln out he jumped into the wntcr. He '-Jere 
0111y fifty fent "wny WhCl~ he fit'ed .a burst at U8, smanhing the chin bub·· 
ble lmd t:Ull vl.~or. My doorgunner reacted fast snd killed him. If 

Before the afternoon wos over, the gunships had killed thirty-n$ne 
Viet Cong and tE1ken nine detainees. Troops of the 6-31 Inf added fouT. 
more. Holt E:{i.ld cne other gunship piloted by Lieutenant Mike Arruti flew 
on statioll for ty:,o hour.s until almost all their fuel and all the ammunition 
had been (::&.pcnd£:cl. Prior to departing the oaane HoI t altd his crew cop tured 
a Viet COllS (:C'llipany cOlmlano.er of the 514 C Main Forca Battalion. 

Ainilobilc. footmobile, and H.ate1."FC>bile oper:ctiOllS by the 2d Brigade 
on 6 Mal"eh tu:rned up only t\-ielve enemy kills in another day of rather light: 
contoct for tb!'! Riverinernen. Third Bri.gade units killed a total olf nine 
Viet Cons in scattered contacts in Lone An Province while sustaining U~ 
casual ti(!B. 

7 March 1969 

Grinding away with their variegated and flexible tactics Divicion troops 
searched out and killed a tot!li of 122 Viet Cong. First Brigade infantry­
men and supporting artillery ettd helicop~ers conducted bushmaster J cordon 
and search, and Night Uunter operations which located and killed seventy-
six of the enemy. Sixty··thr.ce of these kills cone at night ao a result of 
smbush or Night Search operD.tions. 

Sixteen of the thirty-one 2d Brigade killed occurred during the hours 
of darltneas. The 3d Brigade in Long An Province accounted for the remain~ 
ins fifteen of the Division total. 

8 March 1969 

1st Brigade and !lI,lPPOt'tine f(\!'ces kille(f s1'11"ty-thref;'! p'."Pmy !=n1(ii.e:<rR 
out of a total of 111 for. the whole Division.' The only large contact came 
when "Bounty lIunter" gunships of the 19lst Assaul t Helicopter Compsny t.earncd 
with 4-39 lnf to kill seventeen Viet Cong twelve mil~s northwest of Cai Be 
in'Dinh Tuong Pro\~nce. As the infantrymen searched the muddy nips palm , . 
line the helicopters flying close support killed eleven of the seventeen 
'Vi~t CCong. 
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IfCons:f.rlel:ing the hea .... y action ""e've bc::en having for the p~st ~eVfm 
day~, thb is r; b?'c['!~ today," said N.::ljor Alvin Bo Morris, 1st Brigade 
Intelligence or:;;'c·et-. "'11.e VC I'ee.m to be back in est'llE:S t to their 
tactics of avoding ccntact t,;ith us,," 

The 2d Brtgude Nobile Riverin~ Force" on buslllTl3ster and che~ker" 
board ol~el'lltions killed fortyODs:t..x ellBmy so:~aers. The contact:; were 
widely scattered aD usual. FouX' lClUes south of Ben Tre, two Viet Cons 
st·liril..,.,:,rs tr.ied to mine a bo:-.t £,;om the. l097th Trnnsportation Company 
(M<£:diulll J30at) ~ On Oo;'.rd w~i;'c t-wo ho.?it:,;ers of 3-3,,\ Arty. t~e Riverine 
At'tillery. "l·n.~n I :~£;'\'1 c bu::;h ~"1ith 11 ince tmrii'~r it floating near our Mike 
boat:. 1. t-l8t1 sur.piciouc p " said. Specialist Jc.y Thrower. "I threw li concussion 
gernado "n~ that took c~re cf both of theIn, but the cur~ent was so swift 
thtlt ~7e 11 (.:vct, rCCOVCl their bodies. 

Elell't.Crlts of the threa battalions of 3d Brigade conducted airlll':>bile 
and bltshm~wter opl!i'fltions against e virtually itwi.si~61e enemy in Lons An 
Provillce, killinr. only tlro Viet Cong" 

9 Mal'cll lfs69 

A total of eiBhty ... £1.ve enelli"J died as 9th Infantry Division units 
continued to br\.'!e.!t dO'!-m into platoon and squ::\d si;!e elem.ents to root out 
or entice the Vict Corl8 to fight. The rCfl!.llt in terms of enemy body 
count is ind1.Rputcble evidence of the Buccecs of these tactics, but this 
simpl~ Rtatistic subcum~s the rr.ultitudinousi/ often heroic individual 
efforts which mllde the tactics work. A note-worthy example occurred on 
this date cs 1st Brigade eliminated thirty-nine enen~, twenty-five at 
niche. Setgeant Noiton J .. Richard, fI platoon sergeant with Compcny S, 
4 ... 39 Infantry /I \,as cited for gllllantry ill actioll '\theu his company ~las 
pinned dowl.l by intense fire from Viet Cone in bunkers.. Rf.chard loceted 
two enemy positions from "'hlch his unit l'ye.s receiving particularly heavy 
fir. In this precariour. situaUon Richard immediately took the inttiative. 
The sergeant grebbed tuo H.Gllt AnU-'£anl< i1eapona (LI.1-1'8) snd ran Qcro~s 
more than seventy-five mp-ters of Pilen area under heavy enemy fire. 
Assuming an exposed firing pOflition diredtly in 11.ne with tt~O enelny 
bunkers, he took aim and destroyed both bunkered positiollts. Sergeant 
Richard'G netien broke the beck of the enemy defense and undoubtedly 
saved man of his n~n'8 lives. 

The 2d·Br1.sa.de accounted for thirty-one kills on this date with 
footmobile and airmobile operations throughout Kien Hoa. Checkerboard, 
bushmaster and airmobile operatlona by units of the 3d Brigade added 
fifteen enemy bodies to the Division total. 

10 M!lrch 19~9 

This \'188 another day of footmobile, watermobile, and airmobile 
operations uhich blanketed the three provinces and brought about widely 
scattered contact t\7ith small enemy bands. Body count for the '\-lhole 
Division 'Has seventy"nine, now a relatively len., figure. 
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T.he tcnm of inf.~lltr.y~. ertilleryo and Array e.viation in Kien Hoa Province 
elimi'L'l.r:.ted chirt:y-elSven by \~eing th:3 'vhole bas of tactical tricks. Two 
bsttal:!.:'lm: '-:,~re u(?,;"loycc. on cned:.::rbo.;.zd opera.tions and one operE'ted with 
the Brig~~d", a s ai:r Gsscts.. T\·]O cor.;p~flioa from 3..1.~7 lnf llel"e inserted by 
sir to exploit freoh i!"itE;lligenc~ nnd killed f:l.ve Viet Cons .. discovering 
an exte.nn:i.vc banll..er. cOJr.?lcx in tl".e proc!!ss.. Southe<1sl: of ne:1 Tre a well" 
laid ACl1buGh \<iaa the do~mfE:11 of fifte(;.;r~ of the enemy during the night. 

I'.econdo troop~ra of the. lnt Bl:igede kill;-;:) th1.rty-three. A buoh .. 
master operation by 2 .. 39 Inf resultc.."i in cont~ct with an enemy force of 
un!,flot-lu size. of wM.ch six tiere l~illedCl '!'be 1.l1fant.rymen also ambushed two 
Saml)lInS n...,v1.C·!:·tinS a canal et night llmI diap;.;.tcherl the four ocelli,sntt! dur­
illB a br~_ef cnr:;ag(~rtlf.:l\t:.. A Night: Hunte>: by ,~· .. 39 Inf nnd A/1 .. 1 C:lV tallied 
fHtcen VC KIA during derktlBSs hours in western D1nh Tuong Province. Nine 
et\ellly fell to the "G:; .. Devil" Brie.ilde ill Lor.e An durin3 checkerboard and 
eirmob:tle operation::!. Over 100 pounds of medical s'upplies were captured 
by 5-~O lll.f near Rnch I~ieno 

11 Mar-cll 1969 

Battle of Thunh Phu 

This \'18£ a bib day for let Brigade and an espee;'ally active one for 
2-39 lnf.. A bushrr.astcr by 2 ... 39 result(::d in eleven enemy dead during the 
enrly IT.:ll."iLinC hours befor.e daybreak (md at first light thp. battalion re ... 
deploy"d to condv.ct cordon and sea.:ch ~nd airmobile operations. While 
s';;'eeph"!.3 t.he ~r(luItd f~llo\" .. 1.ng on~ insertion C/2 .. 39 Inf contacted nn enemy 
force, later deterrnned to be the 261B Main Force Battalion t in fortified 
positions.. Be60re the day ended 1st Brigade had.er.ecuted the biggest eu-
circleli);:nt of the cited period aI"i! provided a classic cxsn;ple of the IIseal" 
end enemy destruction which were the coal of all 9th Division air and foot­
mobile sear.ch tE!tics c In action lasting into the early Itl'lrning of 12 Harch 
the Brigade Cou;;nand£:r" Colonel Ira 11." Hunts! Jr o • df.reeted the air inser" 
t1.on of eiCht infant:ty compDn:l.es £cud commanded a con"lhined crms effort which 
reduced'the Vie.t C0t13 battalion to CCmD'llt.: iueffcctiveness o 

Prior to midQday C/2-39 Inf hnd not been able co establish contact 
with the enerr.y during IIJitterbugll insertions. Several intelligence tar­
gets hnd been checlted out and found devoid of enemy "tlhen the battalion 
eorr.mander def.:irled to investigate an area elong the Kinh Tong Doc Luc Canal 
near tbe hnmlct of Ysy Phuoc 'ray. The airborne personnel detector, or 
"People Sniffer", in the air cavalry troop cOIf,m3nd and control helicopter 
had obtained a significantly high reading over the area. CS gas was used 
to flueh out the ene~ but no movement was detected, so 8 platoon from 
th~ comp~ny ';'1~!< in!~~rtet! e!"A ('!);Qved cautioue1y to~!ard I! line of bUI"_1«:er!=; 

. Cobra gunships engaged a few Viet Cong in the bunkers, but started a 
grass firG .whtch grew and, rek:l.ndled elsewhere by subsequent rockets and 
airstriltes, lasted all day. In the later stages of the battle the smoke 
and fire detracted from the Gbility of gunship pilots and forward air con­
trollers to support the ground troopsp whose forward locations were often 
'in~isible to the pilots. The platoon approached through a booby-trapped 
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area to within fift£:en Lt.i:'lters of the bur.kers before ccml.Oe; und.::r a fusil'- . 
lsde of ~.rter:rJ fire o The enemy for.ce '~t'lS obviously too large for the in­
fantry platoon, tih~.ch attempted to t7!thdraw o Several men. of the platoon 
t;~~re injur(;d cluring this wi.t:.hdr~ .... 'al thr.ough booby traps and mines. The 
gunships 'tIrerc unabl.e to suppJ:ess the enelll! fire because the actton 1-1aS 

110W taki-ng place under a cloud of stlool~e.. Another platoon' from C/2-39 
lnt ~lSS insc:cted tu the south of the fir~t and assisted 1.n the ui thdr~mZil 
of the bele:::t;I.l«:red pl~toon Hnd the cvacue.t:i.cn of its casualties.. Becl!une 
of the srr • .,kc. cuaua.J.t:l.!ls. ond confusion, the decision was made to er.trC!c:t 
the elemel1.ts of C/2~'J9 luf,. but in the meantime instructions had been 
Biven to r"::Bdy acvci.:al other cculp~nd.cG for in5ert:ton around the enemy 
F"sitiollo A~·t.il1ery p1.cce3 "-0):0 beinz moved tnto position to support the 
groUl1d trC'loi?$ end Air Force fon"ard ajx controllers were in position to 
guide air strikes. 

Th~ irumedi .. ~te fioal was to encircle the enemy positions, to seal him 
in Q. "doughnut" of Atn.'3ri.;::an troops. Artillery, air strikes D and gunships 
could then be used to po~nd the canter. Insertions were planned, accord­
ingly, to cut off the e'.lI;~n'Y escape routec. This meant, fi;:-st, the plece­
roent of trooi's either side of the buru.tered positions, uh.ich lay along an 
east-t>1Cst canal. At?. the insertions took place, artillery and gunship 
fire et;.d eir strikes 't-lcre placed all around the enemy to contain him. 
South (·f the conal B/2··39 In£ was placed on the eround af: 1415 hours to 
block the c.?r.nl on the e~Bt" Ten utility heH.copters inserted A/2-39 Inf 
cn the l;1eat at 1511 ho-urs. Shortly after 1630 hours C/6 .. 31 Inf was air ... 
lifted into the center, where the initial contact had b~en ~de. All 
three comp&l.1ie~ moved to';-rard positions Eilong the CDll0l, but found the 
eoing very touuho Mines and booby traps were everywhere and the Viet Con8 
reacted ~ith w<.:U· .. placed fire from small arms, automatic l-leapons. and 
mortars.. Some timaly sirstrikes tlssisted the advance greatly, however, 
by leveling tl:te area to the front and cet!Ging many of the booby traps to 
detonate prem!lturoly. 

Attention l'K!~ then shifted to the north of the canal. Though rela­
tively ",;ide ~nd dee" the ctmal could not be considered 8 natural barrier 
and" unless pL'evanted, the Viet Con$ could be expected to make their es­
cape to the north. Three companJ.es t'7ere insGrted on the north side: AI 
4-39 Inf at 1720 hours in the center. A/6-31 Inf at 1742 hours on the 
,~st. and C/4-39 lnf at 1912 hours on the east. At some time during the 
night all of thes~ co~anies engaged Viet Cong attempting to escape the 
encirclement $ Because of the great distance between the left and right 
flanks of the blocking foce on the south of the canal, biO additional 
companies were inserted after dark to complete the seal. At203l hours 
A/3-39 lnf eas placed in the center. to the rear of C/6-31·Inf, and 
passed to thg left to fill the gap between C/6 u 3l and A/2-39. Charlie 
Company, 2-39 Infp by this time refreshed. waf: placed at 2100 hours 
between n/2-39 lni on the eSGt and the center. 

SporadiC contact continued until 0200 hours on 12.March. Illumi­
nation was provided by Air Force "Spookyll flare ships and artillery. A 
'Sweep of the b£lttlefield began at 0400 hours and the results coupled 

, with ealier obDer\~at!on&, indicated a total ene~ body count of seventy. 
n,"O. Th1.s dif.!appoln(;ed expectations, as did the number of 'b-e~pons ~-hich 
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area to iVithin fifteen u.cters of the bur.!-;ers b~fOl:e ccm1.ng under a £u811 ... 
lade of e.nem'J fire.. The enemy fO'l.ce \0;'/13. obviously too large for: the in .. 
fantry plQtoQ:Cl~ tiM.ch attempted to tllthdrawo Several men of the platoon 
t:are injurEid clud.ng this wUhdr;;,;,-,,·aJ. through booby traps and mines. The 
gunships were ur.able to SUpPl:'CSS the enemy fire becat~se the acti.on '(-JaB 

now taking place under a cloud of so:.oT·,e" Another platoou· from C/2 .. 39 
lnf "'las inserted tlJ the south of the first and assisted in the ~iithdr~ll"'lil 
of the beJ.e':!3ul">red p1.'ltoon and the evacuat;.cn of its casualties. BecaUile 
of the srr.;,ke, cD-BuQ,ltins, Rnd confu8ion p the decision was made to cr.trcct 
the elemcl1.ts ot; C/2-'J9 luf,. but ill tile fIl£!8ntimc inctructions had been 
8iven to r.:ac), nevcl.:al otlleX' cC[l"Ipal.'l.i.es for infjert).on around the enemy 
p.:>sition.. Artillery piecea were beinz moved 1_nto position to support the 
ground trool~s end Air For.·co for't('ard a:f.A:" controllers were in pos:ttion to 
guide air strJ.lreG. 

Tb~ immediate goal was to encircle the enemy positions, to seal him 
in a "doughnut" of American troops. Artillery, air strikes p and gunships 
could then be used to pound the center. In~ertions were plcnned, 8ccord~ 
in81.y, to cut off the e~lllml)' oGcape rout;f!t. This meant, fir.st, th~ plece­
li'ent of tro0i's cith:z:r side of the bunkered positions, which lay nlong an 
east-vms£: caMl. Ae· th(! insertions took place, artillery and gunship 
f:ire tu.d air strikes l-lCrC placed all around the enemy to contain him .. 
South (.f the cn:anl B/2··39 In£ was pleced on theeround lit 1415 hours to 
block the c:m·21 on the e£st" TEin utility bali.copters inserted A/2-39 Inf 
on the ",est at 1511 hours. Shortly after 1630 hours C/6 .. 31 Inf was air .. 
li£t·~d into the ccnter, where the ii.lit1al contact hc:u been m::lde.. All . 
three compm.licG moved to';;7ard pOSitions liiong the canal, but found the 
going very toucho Mines and booby traps ware everyuhere and the Viet Cong 
reacteu with well· .. placed fire from small arms,. automatic l-leapons, and 
mot'tors" Som..'1 timaly sit'striltes ~ssisted the advance greatly, hO,\-lever, 
by leveling the area to the front and c~t!sing m:any of the booby traps to 
detonate prcm!ltur.cly. 

Attention t-ms then shifted to the north of the canal. Though rele­
tivp.ly ,\-1:tr1e ~nd deep, the ctmal could not b<! considered 8 natural barrier 
and, ull1esG pl:'evcnted, the Viet Cong could be eXllectc..-d to m!1ke their es .. 
cape to the uortho Three compan:l.es ~'lertl insc::rted on the north side: AI 
4-39 Inf at 1720 hours in the center, A/6-3l luf at 1742 hours on the 
t-rest, and C/4-39 Inf at 1912 hours on the east. At some time during the 
night all of thes~ co~anies engaged Viet Cong attempting to escape the 
encirclement. Because of the great distance between the left and right 
flanks of the blocking foce on the south of the canal, tlfO additional 
companies were inserted after dark to complete the seal. At203l hours 
A/3-39 lni ~os placed in the center, to the rear of C/6-3l·lnf. and 
passed to the left to fill the gap between C/6 .. ·31 and A/2-:39. Charlie 
Company, 2-39 Infl) by thb time refreshed, waf! placed at 2100 hours 
between B/2-39 Inf on the eaGt and the center. 

SporadiC contact continued until 0200 hours on 12.March. Illumi­
nation 'Was provided by Air Force "Spookytl flare ships and artillery. A 
sweep of the battlefield began at 0400 hours and the results coupled 
with ealier obDer\'otions, indicated 8 total ene~ body count of seventy. 
two.. This di~appo1nted expectations, as did the number of b~apons ~~ich 
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were found. Both counts ~cre lou because troops making the sweep were 
tired and the dense vegetation slong the canal still conl~ealed numerous 
rnim:s and booby traps 0 The cOllvicti.on that more damage had been done the 
Viet Cong force WSG eub~t~nt:teted by the tesUmony of a prisoner taken one 
Itonth later. TIle PW he.d been Adjutant of the 261B Battalion and revealed 
that the Viet Cong casualties had I'.u!l'.bered 203. His credibUity was en­
hanced by his description of the ec~ion, including the nu~ber of helicop~ 
ter insertions Il t-1M.ch q~reed c los.;ly nith the sequence recorded in US 
jom,oncb. 

Acto of individual b~every were legion in the contact with an unusually 
large Viet Cong l?orce o The enemy fire was intense and disc~.pU.ned. Booby 
traps end mineG made foot mOV{;;nlCnt ha~urdous. pnrticul.arly through that 
part of the battle arC3 which WIlS covered with srroke fl:om the grass fires. 
Thtee US tlold:J.er~ ,·,ere killed in the £ction and twenty more were 'WOunded. 

Elr;cHhare in Jlinh 'luong oa the 11th the 9th Aviation Battalionr·dio­
played its flexibility as its helicopters assumed the dual role of eir 
cavalry and assault SUPilOrt. Helicopter tuuners downed ten Viet Cong during 
8 Nigbt Raid in the esrly cl;Orn~nB hout'S and Id.llcd another twelve on c Night 
Search shortly before midnighto A Fm:ti.cip",mt in the Nisht tleid, lLT Robert 
Wl:llkel:, conl.Ir.!!.tlted o\~ the sC.CCCSG uf this ttlctic, "They just don It expect to 
be hit nt ouch e late hour" Itls unheard of to have a batch of crazy Glls 
running around killing VC llt 4:00 AM"n 

In the 3d nriS4de's area of responsibility elements of 2 a 47 lnf and 
5-60 luf combined with RF/PJ!' troops ou a successful co:cdon and search opera .. 
tion~ The US fO~CCD surrounded a humlet (XS 6151) where Viet Cong activo 
ity hed been reported ~nd the Vietnamese swept t.he area. A small enemy unit 
was entrapped and lost fifteen to the 2-47 Inf while attemptins to escape. 
Firing 312 rounds in support'of the operation, 2 .. 4 Arty was credited with 
five £ddicional kills. 

Second Brig~da ·'River Rnidcro" experienced very little COlltact vith the 
enemy 01'· the 11tb. A cl1cclterboard operation by 3-47 lnf accounted for eight 
eneMY deaths. In the l.!l(;eoftor.nc~n the n;:!i.\ of n llDttcry, 3 ... 34 Arty, t:1srdcd 
off en ena:o:y attock ,/;deb inf.licted ~ound3 on f1.ve of the artillerym!!n" 

12 Mc"lrch 1909 

Aft.er elements of all four battalions had swept the area of the previous 
niBht's battle, airo.'Obile and bushmaster operations were conducted in the 
1st Brigade. Practically no contact "iith the enelllY was made by the infantry 
units, althoagh several US soldiers were ~ounded during the sweep by the 
ubiquitO'..!9 b!:)oby tr.:1p=::. Alphc Troop, 7-1 Cay, killE:J E:.t8ht.e~1l Vitji; Cong 

"while partiCipating in a Night Search which lasted three hours. 
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the 2d Drigcds. Inlll:ehed tho IIReeondostl in body ccunt by contt'ibutitlg 
thirty ... four to the Divisiol\' c total of ninety-eight" On a coroor, Clud seaLe;', 
~-4'l lui cng~g~d 8~ler81 Vi~t Cong in a buuker cOIr.~lex and killed eight. A 
'Jitta.rb\.,g" H~S CO:.1Gllcted by 3 ... 60 Inf, D/S··';' C..ov.8nd the 162d Assault 

lleHc(\pter Comp.9.ny and produced", bcdy count of ~lc(::lty."five, distributed 
errong the. thr':;6 units in ero'!1pO of fifteen, f1.ve ... En.ld five, respectively. 

Results in 3d Dr:tgade'g 81:ea wel:C due prinei.p.:llly to the success of s 
Night Search eond\!.:!ted by D/3,»17 Cav ,,;bleh located cnd killed fiftcen of 
the ene~" over It wide art.!n. The efficiency of the Divis1.on's snipers t-,GS 

deu.onstt·ated by a tl\,o"ml1n team from 2 ... 60 lnf ,,,hieh picked off four VC in a 
91101;t: space of twenty minutes .sfter duslto 

13 Mer.~h 1969 

In ~ bi~ d~y for.the d1violo"~ 2d Urlc~de forees eliminot~d eixty-nine 
Vlct C-!)~}.~ C/:.~t of n total of 135" On a buohr:;:~wtor 3-47 Inf '(]1j?sd out fif­
teen cf tile ('n~!"~,. cno 1;-47 lnf k111$d nine (In e rccormaiuo~nee clnd search 
Illi.ssion follt.":71.l!3 8 tQuterc;:')b11c: l!oG!lulto Thh'd B&ti:nllon p 60th Infllntry. 
purticipH(:d \;:l.tn D/3 .. 5 ClW in a h:.tSllly 3uccetlsL-ul EirmobUe op~>.:at1on. The 
infant1."YI1\~n killed ten and the air cavalry tycnty ... four. Two combat engineers 
£.cOU1 D Compcny!> 15tl:i. Engineer. Battalion, in eupport of 2d Brigade, were 
~vunucd by booby trDps. 

Firflt Dr5.!!Rde continued to hav~ the zreotest success in contactb'i8 
Viet Cong unite of more than equr.d si~e. In the early lI'.orlling darkne3G the 
night pe3it1.oTi. of 1l/l~ ... 39 lrd; p twenty kiloIr.,ater::; northwest of Cai Be, Wtl8 
attac!-;cd by en e.nClIl') fOt'ce cGtit.x3ted to be tllO platoons. The. Viet Cons 
assault~d with small arO'JlI) c!'lutOtU'lt:LC \fCapOns" and rocket propelled gt"cnndes, 
killb!g n..'O end wound ina thiJ:te~m US eoldie~s. Air Force IfSpoolr-y" £lsre ship 
a light fiJ:e tC':;;!l1 of CCbr&8, Ilnd artillery cUPPQrteu t enabling the defenders 
to repulr\1 the otttlc};.. At leDut tJC!ventc..cn VC , ... crE. l(.Uled, four by the Grtil .. 
lery. Contact looted t'lliO liours until the defending compAny, reinforced by 
Dravo C0it?~ny f; pureuc::l the fle.einz enemy. '1\.'0 more Viet Cong were kil1e~ by 
the inf~ntry and flev!!rel t;cspons and one: VC M<;)dic capturod durinG the chase. 
Said the Battalion COL~nder of thevali~nt defenders: "I think they did 8 

real ff.ne job conSidering the enemy hit them from three sides and managed 
to get r1.ght ut) to the per!rlete.:.1t The purcult cOl.tinued into the night. 
Trcclter dogs £ollo~e.d the scent on the ground and Light Observation Helicopte 
accompcniCld ovel:heCld" kUling four VC. The enemy ".as encircled finally 
and air atrikea. artillery~ and gunship fire directed onto the helplesD foe. 
By the l.ir.Ornirlg \if the llili-hl) C51e\'<:.~n more enemy ned o:!en killed, as re\Oeeled by 
~ sweep of the eree~ 

In Long An fourteen Viet Cons were eliminated by 3d Brigade troops on 
this date. Nine different airmobile insertions by 2 8 60 Inf were indicative 
of the determination to find the en~, but resulted in only two VC KIA. 
That the enenw was still present was evidenced by an attack on the base camp 

, of 2-60 lnf at Tan Tru. Severel roundc from 82 1M! rnortars and 75 nun 
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recoilless r.ifles 1mlJucted :f.n the area at nir,ht .. 

Nir:.th D.tv:tci()f1 uniu ldlled B total of ninety-two cl'l.em;y l301diers 
throughout tile Delta tactical e.ree. o The 2d Brignde accounted for forty· 
eisht cd! the tot.d, thirtyoiiv'e of thcse dur.ing the hours of darkness. 
In one of: the 2d Bri&.adefa CCl.".tactl.>, a medic with 4..t.~7 lnf was cited for 
cy.trn"rd~.\l!.u:j (.;(';Jl.'~$e. and dewiti.oIl. to duty, Specinlist D;.>n L .. Ebersole. He 
was with th-n 2d f'lktc.:>on of Compauy Po when the platoon came under het<vy 
enenl!' small arms fire.. Three man llc:ce wotmded se7.'io\'tF31y in the initiol 
CflCOtm1:er ond tha li~;~ci1c d,:ahed through a 11211 of bullets to reach each 
of them" Ehersole Ddm1niatel-ed H.f.e-sav·ing first aid, then moved the m.~n 
bodUy and singlch&"!.dedly to a cleet,' area for medical evacuation. 'In 
the clearit18 he eAposcd himsclf to enemy fir.e \'Ihite giving signals to the 
dUf:toff helicopter for :l safe l::rndblZo His action.s s~ved the Uvea of at 
lenst t~'o of thB f.nf.\llltryr~~n t'1ith cr:ttic~l wounds o 

Fii':'st llrier..dc ii.1fcntrymell vf.tll 8uppol:ting 9th Aviction helicopters 
kUled thirty ... threc enewf soldiers ~}hile sCD.tte:tcd contacts during cor­
don and search end lli.roohUe op~r:ltiona in the 3d Brisade"s area s.ccot.1Uted 
for cleven ei·I.'~my dead. . 

TIle continuouG footmobile, air~Dbilet and waterreobl1e operations, 
conducted by sq:lltida., platoons, llnd cou.penies both d~y and night, pnid 
off hnndsoffizly for the Division on this date o No large contact was 
involved as 159 of the p.nemy fell to units unrler divisional control; 
rather thio dtly was ineally successful f~r the SM!)ll unit tect·tcs. Each 
of the in!:lmt).-, battalions in 1st Brigade msde contact with the enomy. Fif .. 
tecu Vi.ct CouZ WCi:C ltH1cf } by 2-39 lnf durinB en a1.r.mobUe operation. Re­
sponsible for the l\re~ of operations ElurreuncliIlS Dong Tem, 3 ... 39 Inf rooted 
out 8 6ffi311 group of 3UerrUlaa sud killed five. During a footrrDbUe 
opcrat:f.oll p 4 ... 39 lnf eliminnt.ed thirteen Viet Cons" but demonstrated ags1n 
that the infentrymnn in the Delta faces extrem9 danger daily as seven 
rr~n were wounded by booby traps. Charlie Company, 6-31 Inf, and a Range~ 
t.eam fr.om E COtr:l)any t 75th Infantry, killed one esch during the day. Gun­
ships from C/7-l Cl'.v piclted off three ensmy during the afternoC'n and con­
ducted a remunerstive Night Search in the evening D killing sixteen. 
Twelve bodies were credited to lat Battalion, 11th Artillery. 

The results in 2d Brigode were aloo attributable to the whole com­
bined arm~ te~m. A footmobile search by 3-47 lnf netted fourteen bOdy 
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count, en os?ccial.1:;- happ:; outCOiit~ as no CSlluiOlltiozs w~re incurred. 
Fourth B~ttlllionit 47 T.llfantry, \-TB!:! inser.ted into an area by boat and 
mnde contact with a force of about cvC!rage I':li~e. Two hun.dred end 
twenty rounds ,,:ere fiX'E:-.! by 3 .. 3!~ Arty iil support ond killed eleven of 
the enemy.. Snipers hed a tralAle.ttc!oUS day.. The .team with 4-47 lnf on the 
opp.ration ab:.Ple kiiled seven Viet Cong 'With seven l'ounds at 8 distance 
of 300 metei:s o As tha day bega.n, right after midnight, snipers in a 
night pos1thm ~",.ith 3-60 Inf had c.n8Clged Gnd killed six enemy l:lUh six 
rounds 5 this till!Sl at a cUsUnce of 200 re~te.rs. 

In L01l3 An th.e bcse cr.nr,p ot 2 .. 60 In£ fit Tan '£ru ~~aG once egain 
the t:.u."eet of on enC:M'J It.rJl''tar attacl~. The men of 2 .. 60 m!lcJe l:etribution~ 
hOHcver, killing eleven in scattered contects during en airmobile opera­
tion. Bravo Troop, 3v 17 Cuv, added ~1Bht bodies ~hile supporting the 
infantryll12l1. Captain John B. ltarringtoll~ cOtnIll.ander of D/2 .. 60 lof J dis­
played concpicuous gallsntry during these actions. His compm.ly was in­
serted into an enemy-infested arec near Binh ·J.'"nanh, deployed Bt1d made a 
SHeep of the location.. Sudden.ly the company was pinned down by intnese 
fire from a hunlt6r cOlttplcx Gnd Cllpt6in Harrington cre*l~d forward to gGin 
a uett:e~ ventcge point trom 'tihieh to control the Bction. He fired tracer 
rounds tl) msrk the tcrgnt for hOllier-pter gtmships and adjusted artillery 
fire onto tlle enell:Y bunkers frol11 hi.a expooed pOGition o Harrington'!l 
courallc saved the lives of his rr.~n £mc1 bxocgbt about the destruction of 
the enemy. 

16 March 1969 

~~at of the action took place in Dinh TUong Province Where the 
"Recondoa" obtained R body count of Be·.Jenty~three, the bulk of. those 
being the result pf tuo actions.. Shot·tty aftor midnight the snipers 
\'1Orki\lC with the 2··39 Inf It111(;d t\ .. alve nnd 1-11 Arty, aupporCl1tg the 
footmobile operstion white firing 123 rounds. An airmobile "Jitterbug" 
ope-rstio\'\ by t~-39 In! and 191st ASDC>:.1lt Helicopter Company accounted . 
for t'(·]enty~n1.ne V$.et COil3 bodies, sixteen for the Infnntry and thf.rteen 
for the helicopter gunships. Altogether, elements of 1st Brigade elimi­
nated forty-tevda of the enemy in night action, continuing to make the 
enemy's lines of eomn~nication and infiltration through Dinh Tuong nearly 
impasssblc o 

A contsct by B/4-47 Inf with the enc:my "-136 considerably more costly 
than u8ual~ causins six casualties to the friendly forcer which nonethe­
less killed five of the enemy. EI8~~here in the bnttalion four Viet ~on8 
vere felled. Esrly morning aetion also resulted iu six injured troops 
in 3-60 Info en elem~nt of which conducted a highly successful Night 
Raid in the avenine. however. In the Raid on a fresh intellizen~e tar­
get, six enemy werc killed and five detained. Delta Troop, 3-5 Cav, 

. contributed four Viet Cong dead to the 2d Brigade totol. In light action 
3d'Dr~gade units killed ten enemy. eight during the hours of darkness. 
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Secl;md l1utt&licm! 39th Infrltttl')1,' nought out the enemy in a flurry 
ot activity" I.:nd fu:!ceed2d in locGting snd eliminating sixtelln. During 
til": dey clio cC'mp.<mip.A of the bettaiion u~re involved in bushm9ster. 
tr.lot.I~~.:·b:t1e rf:\!(;m1~fsfl~n~r~ llnd aeoreh l1 find Night:. Raid op~rations. Sixteen 
eiu!I!!)' 'p~r...,; kHll~d in these unny llctiv1tie:l, thirteen on the Night Raid 
in \,;h!.ch ::ha b:!tt:!Hon sutfered three ca::;ualtiea, t"'JO of them dcnthc, 
when S::Hi!~ or :ttl'!: tro(ip~ ~'!':'i.e 1l.19crtcd into a "hotll Lt.. A bushlMster opera­
t~.~:m by 4;'39 Inf netted eisht enemy deed in the eerly morning hours end 
the h(01:tt,~U_('!lr,, slLip!;::t:s p:lcl~cd off another s1.x in mid-/Jfternoon. Addi­
tion.1 til I.he 1:::::: &ri.g,~d~ 1:'1 en(~Ill}' I.wdy CO-;.IU t ''''11'0 m~dc by 0··31 In£, 1 .. 11 
ArtYll 1>./7 .. 1 C.!'!v, lmd 191£t Al1e. tn.:: lDst conCributingnlne in sup'port of 
a 1. rrr:cb il 1:: orJ~rcH::i.oil.s hy 6 ... 31 lnf. 

In the t~[;~He Riverine J.'orce 3 .. 47 Inf conducted II busnm..1ster opera­
tion du::tug tr.,~ night and Itill~d eight Viet Cons. Tnree metrbet's of the 
b:;t.t;;IH.<;.n ~ic.~e ~,tl)~.mded by booby trapo, 88 thin "occupat.ional hazard ll 

cont:tn:.~~,d to ct:uee the IT:OSt US cllsltaltl,~iI. Checkerboard Gnd footmobUe 
l·€c.!CJnn!~:'.liD::lI.IG(l l,nd sC'-jl.ch t~t1(;:l of 4-!~7 Inf reD\tlccd in a body cc.unt of 
fl(::V,~\t1' th7.I;!\!l by th(~ hLtttalicHl. rm1.pers. 'l.·he:~ AN/pI·~-55tadaT nite operated 
b~~ th~ b!~ti:lil:tv;1 f 0 I-k1c'dquL'lI:tet'O Cor:'q>:my '!.flHl actncl,cd 't<:ith B-40 l'oeket 
r()un::l~ Hide!'!. c.!.,w)cd ;~.T\j:.trics to tI1l:'(!:e of th~ r£::darr.~m. Thl'ee enclirf fell 
to Air For:c,?! [d.!'(!trikes Dnd four to the gunshiFs (1£ D/3 .. 5 Csv. 

. , 

Ten Viet C"-:;;.g lii'!T.e elimin~t~d by 3d l\rieode 'units 8S .the enemy still 
hud grc:1t:::'.!r SU(:~eS6 1.n ovoidin.g dctact1.ol1 in l.ons An Province. Men from 
2-60 lni !ii-Sde n:!.n·~ o1i"lrobile !:l.1certions in c day of c:th.nustf.vc search, 
but were able to locate only one Viet Cong. A company aboard a Navy 
boat waF. B~~ushed leter in the day and suffered seven wounded, 1llustrs" 
ti.ng ticnin tnr.>.t no place:: i3 safe from the hidden e\lClliY. A light fire 
teaLl fr()f;! n/3··17 Csv reacted quickly to the ambush and was able to kill 
at laaot one of the atteck~rs. 

The contil'l.votl.S pt'obes and searches of 3d Brigade troopel"S ~o1ere 
rewtu.-df;d with gx-catex- f.lt.'cccss on this dat~o inc "jitterbug" operations 
of 2 .. 60 Inf ,.,ere especially remuncl:acivc. 'rne companies of the battalion 
madp nine lnaertions"nm ttOre than usual, and killed nineteen of the cnen~ 
while the air cavalry supporting tha operation added sil:tcen. The con-
tacts all occun'ad in tbe vicinity of the Do Bo Canal in the Plain of the 
Reeds, 8 r:mjcr Viet Cong end NVA :f.nfUtr~t.ion route" At one'location seven 
enemy t-:ere Itilled and seversl detainees apprehended. Altogether. several 
weapons end .0 1 gr:;:a 'l'.'Rntity of el!<'!~Jnit!'_tn "'!~re ceprurt.:d: 137 B_I~O rookete. 
four AX··!} 7 rifleD, ten 107rnm rocket rounds. five 57mm recoillC!ss rifle rounds. 
and ninetYRtwo chicom grenedcs o Checkerboard ambushes of 5-60 Inf added 
three to the Briga~e's body count. 

First Br1ZEde operations maintained the intense pressure on Viet Cong 
~ct_1vity in PiTh"1 'fuong. Ten b\sortions by 2-3~ Inf'resulted in five bodies. 

69 



,M lid; r+.t"!"··,·, . • 

.. 

Air ~avalr.y and assault helicopter& suppo~ting the sir~bil~ operations 
edded fOl.~l':Le"m I)~')r,:;: to tho<.! total c Bl;:!lkctinZ.8 lnrse 8!:'ea 'tilth footmob:f.le 
recomla:tsSm\e~ and see .... ch op;:'lr.?,tio:1~ and L'tIi'Dush patrols, 4-39 Inf felled 
e1zhtt'!en (Jf the eue!.,·lY", Rivf.;i.r Ra~.d(;l."d of 2d Brigecle elim1nated nineteen, 
divided 81>01':(: evenly b3tt7e~.'m 3 .... t:·7 ::.nd 1".1:·7 luf,,'J:nc fo!'~r tdped out: 
eight us1.nz bu~,h!;;;;;,ster and checke:::,:bo?:rd t~~cticg' c.nd the latte);' k!lled ten 
",hile conducting clcverl(!~f p;ltrols follol-,tug an inse&:tinn by Navy assault 
craft: es'ght kiioi.:~tcra north of nen Tre .. 

Ninety Viet Ctmg wexoe killed by t;nit:s orgf;uic to nnd 3ttpx;.Ol:ting the 
9th Infsntry Division. ~skine thiE en ave~a~e d~y from the st3ndpoint of 
bc.dy count. the day 'tmo d'istinzuif'hed, hO~iicv~rl\ by the largc~ Qmot1i.lt of 
enemy 1l'.3terie1 ~'1ilich tl<"!3 captured. During the 2 .. 60 11'.£ actions on 18 
~1nrch &n eE;tim.~t~d forty 8,mnpans had been £:potted from the air. l1le sam­
pans p som~ cC:ltui nine; 55 go.11.on drum,~ It hnd bceu a\in!~ 1n th<: 130 Bo C:ma 1 
to prcvect; ~ctect:ion.. A thoroueh seor~h of the surrounding area tiaS m!lde 
on the 1 ~th end one of: th~ lm:r.;;!I~ t (,:Cf.:hCB ever fil'.md in the 61rCll \-7{~C un .. 
co\'cl'cd. D1.G tr1.hutGd ie. c Ius tera ovor 400 ~~terr. p the cache conte i.ned : 
400 Chicom g!:C'.i~c1CD, 24,000 t'ol!ndn of AJ!.. .. ·!.:-7 f\ft:run1tio:l t forty-seven 107rum 
rockets, t'\fBf'.ty ... !::tve 57~ re.coillefio rifle rcundo, ten 75mm ItR rounds, 600 
82t1.'i'I rr.orC01" rottnds", and forty B--40 rocl-:et fuzeD. The most prolific con­
firmed killer in the 3d nrigr.de area on this dute '.-mR 2-4 Arty 't.rhich was 
crcdf.ted with aixteen Viet CvllS bodies, s:b. com1.ng during a mission fired 
in cupport of th,: 2*60 lni G.ir~bile operation .. 

'i"his day ",as unusu.91 for 1st Brigade in the.t elements of each infantry 
battalion'participated at some ti~~ in sirreobile operations. It w~s aleo 
d1.atingubhed by the fact that each n:~miber of the team contributed to the 
unrelenting bloodletting in the enemy'a rarlta tbat procaeded apace in Dbul 
"l'uone end 't·,~s further. 1l!3rIted by captur~ of vnluable enemy equipmant. Fifty 
Viet Cons 't".ore tdllec1 by the infontl."Y" artiller.y p Air Force s tr:Utes t snd 
he11cOl)t~r guuohipc. Cunoh1p:;. w~re Il;oot proficir;nt in dislod~i.ng and elim­
inating the ert~lliy" bov.::,;vur, eo A/7-l Cav accounced for fourteen end the 191st 
Assault Helicopter COlt-psny for twenty-threA. Five members of 2 .. 39 Inf were 
wounded when their com?3uy was inserted by air into 8 heav!ly-~ined erea. 
The minefielcl W3S covered by fire and all five were wounded by small arma 
fire. Th2 "1tecondo" troo~cr8 netted cix Viet Cong in spite of the dangerous 
situati.oll.. Tn!! remainder of the batcalion '{ .. as on a cordon and search op­
eution and uncovered cacbes c.omprising 200 Chicom grenades, two RPG's" 1500 
rounds of Chicom a~~nition, 191 B~+O rockets with charges, one 15 pound 
shaped c.harge, eight rifle grenQdea. two 10 cc 3yringes, and 500,000 units of 
1" .r~ ........ 01 ... "".r " ... -'-_ ....... t.._ ----- t"-- Lo·t _ .. - .. - •.• -.' 1".-. .•. A/':'" ~Q .qu..... r ......... ~ ............ ~n. • ..... \;&. ... ",,,....... ... .. ,\,"; 'Dn~ .... U;Q uu ...... C:U,lU\..U.t:l. ...,c.;iC L,.,l.Ull .,~ "T~.,., 

foultd ten :8-40 rounds; dx 57f11;n RR rO".lnds l' o''I.e RPG, eishty .. three Chicom gre ... 
nad~8J fortynone rifle ~renades, several mortar rounds, some gunpoWder, and 
eight"bangs1oro torpedoes g 

In Kien Hoa eighteen Viet Cong \\?6re killed in roughly equal numbers 
'b~ the three infant.ry battalions ~nd the air cavalry troop. 
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Enemy bc.6y count fo~ the D;tvisiGll turl1.ed up sllurply, oue rr.31.nly to 
1ncrueoed activity in 2d nr~~g;::::!~o Ud.t"![t; tlH: norf'~)l ground, w.2tcr, ~nd air. 
trnr.(Jportt~.ti"il m:=eu9 11 the tlli:ee infi.!i'l::ry b:.ttBlionu conducted checkerbvart.l 
and recor;':la:J.30t;lil~e and c.~D.rch cverDtions t:,hieh reoulted ~n r,ir£ateen, nine, 
elld ten VC KIA £Ol.' 3 ... 47 Inf, 1;· .. 41 lnf", and 3 .. 60 In£, respectively. RUts 
were also obtained by 3 .. 34 t.;:ty~ the U&rlg~r3 of l!: Cvmps:1Y, 75th Infantry~ 
and D/3-5 C8'>l .. 

In Dinh Tuc.ur; Province, 1 ... 11 Arty ~;a!) credited with five 1<:111s ,·,hile 
prov1ding OUppol.·tin~ fires for 4-39 Inf, 1:i'hich p.lim1nnted fivl! itself during 
a bushmaster operation. E~rlicr, snipeo:s from 4,,39 had .killed f1ve. Four 
enemy dead were added to the tally by 2-39 Inf, but the largest contribution 
was Inade by An-l Cav 'i'lhich scattered thirty dead Vict COllg ever a wide Oll.·ca 
~urin3 a Night Search l:stinz a little over three hours. 

Seven of the ten ene..rt Idlled in the 3d BriBade Ql'CS. WC1:e downed by 
2-'.7 I~lf ill Q contact shortly nfter rd.3ht(ello Airrr..ohile operations by 5 ... 60 
Inf continu:d to Ul\c.ovcr CQchc~ of en~i:j tUf;terlel. Oa this dut('. l~96 pounds 
of pillettc e1:ploai .... e, t ... l~nt:y ... rt1.na cases of ~CtIT II l:{O l:ounda of 050 caliber 
ammunition. nine 32r",12 rt:ortar rounds, end 300 rotmdo of AK-47 e.ronmnition 'tJ't2!ce 
found. Spmll~i'['l.g of the cach~B df.scovcred O".:cr D. period of three day:;;" the 
Battalion C'JIU..":1andsr of 5 .. ·60 IIlf declared, "I thin!;. ,,~c heve found enough lm:i1}O 
to supply e VC regim~nt in sustained Bction for a weeko H~Nevc~, we lQloW 
that the VC will not fight a sust&ined£ctioua so in the long run we rereoved 
t1 mnth's supply from VC hnudil o " 

21 March 1969 

In widely scattered. but unusually heavy contacts, 9th Division units 
killed 155 Viet Conz. Eighty of the enemy fell to the infantry arid support­
ing arms in 2d Brigede's tactical area, Where 4-47 Inf becam2 embyol1ed in 
particulDrly fierce ff.ghtin.g. Actioll bezan just as night fell and Company 
A was ~ovin3 into a nigbt ('Osition followille " daytime SHeep of an. area 
belie,red to be the b&se for fifty to sixty Viet Conao A Tiger Scout Elssign­
ed to 3d Platoon spotted three ene~ soldiers and engaged them, whereuyon 
the enemy retaliated with grenades, mort£trs. Bnd rocltetG. It became suddenly 
apparent that the "mole company was in an L-shaped arcl>ush and waG taking fire 
from three sides. The enem"1 than launched suicf.dsl attacks with humau waves. 
The corollsny con!f!l3nder qu1.ckly adjusted artillery fire and directed gunships 
onto the attackers catching them in the open.. The withering fire soon cau3ed 
the attacks to 8uboide and left forty dead enen~ strewn ab~ut the battlefield. 
Friendly losses lrere only one killed and nine wounded. Said one of tho OS 
soldiers, "Th::t night wwS t."Or:;e thail ~my I.IJ\Jvi.:: I 'VI:! ~ver seen. The encltl'l 
charged right up to our p08itions and thr~l grer~cle2, but ~~ finally boat them 
back 0 It was pretty near daylight before any of us 8o~ any sleep out there 
in the mud. 1I 

' 

Most of the sixty-three kil~s in 1st Brigade ~ere obtained during the 
, aay.and resulted from airmobile operations. The Night Search was also very 
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producti·"e. An 1.nfe:ntl"Ym.'ln hom 1~ .. 39 lnf, ui rbome "TUh thE'! Nieht SI!'f1rch 
force p gave a clue to thl!! success cf tM.s tactic: "TIle Vi-et Cong seen:.ed 
to be all over~ We used tra~er a~lanition to ~~rk them for the Cobra gun­
ships.. W<; found them 1.n the open" on tho rivers, running from hooches, in 
SSnipElnS ,l find eve:tTv1hr.re 'He 'Hent. 1t Ainr.obile and checkerboard operations 
by 3d Brigade unf.t:8 t.ccoun,ted for tt.:elve denths among the elusive enemy .. 

22 }Olarcn 1 % 9 - .... --
the a:;grcHsiv ..... £rrJll,·un1.t: tl.'lctiCG of 9th Dlv:L9ion infU.ct~d another 

lcrge toll in eUC'!lll:;r bcdip.s" Seventy-seven of the Divinion' 6 total of 137 
"lere cbtainE.!u by 2d Dr1.gade» although n':l lerne oblsie cont~ct& were 1nvol" .. 
cd.. Most siCaif:J.cont H1l3 the 1.mm~nsely successful Ni&ht Secrch carried 
out by 3-60 Inf llnd 0/3 .. 5 Cav whi{.!h reeulted ill thirty~eight bodieo, twenty· 
five of l'~hi.ch ,(lcre attributed to the infantry nurksm~n. A Night Search by 
Cn-l Cav in D:t11h Tu~ng was alf;o quite effective, killing eighteen.. Air­
~bUe oj(:~rfltion3 by 4 ... 39 Ini reflt,lted in thirteell VC KIA, six of these by 
snipers aO!::l.Gn'::d to the bLltt(~lioll. Infr.ntry I> artillery. l1nd .air cavnlry 
m..,de rn1Jghly c:!qunl cOl\tribl\titlr1s to th~ 3d r.::f.g,\d~ total of ninet:~e.n enemy 
dead for the d[IY" 

In terrr.s of enotuy eliminated this Has the biggest day for the Division 
dUl.':lng the cited p~rioo. 1\,,, hundred Dnd eighteen '(.;ere killed, 155 by the 
1st Brigade alone.. Most of these were the result of the larGest single 
battle which occurred from 25 January through 26 April.. This action illus­
trated the rapidity with t7hich 8 small unit .can be reinforced and demonstra­
ted that \jeU"eoordinated firepot~er can be Dubstituted for the lives of 
infR'l"ltry:::cno This ,~as the essence of 9th Infantry Division tactic!) ano 
e.plaina the trcffiandoU8 kill ratio, 42:1, that characterized the entire cited 
period. 

The Battle of Thonh Rung 

The action in D1l1h TUOl.lg" on the frillge of Base Area 470, be311n at 
:1hout O~OD hoars whan t,,·yO companies froQ the 261A V1et Cong Main Force Bat .. 
taUon bunched an attack llza1nst the night e,rn])1.1sh positions occupied by tll0 

platoons of Cowpany Dj 1.-39 lnf. The enenty onslaught l1GS cupported ,dth 
heavy fire from rocket launche~s snd light machine suns. The defenders ti'3re 
not taken by surprise, h~ver. The attackers hed been spotted by the alert 
listening posts 8S the formar had slipped into their attack positions. Thus, 
the artillery fOrh~rd ob8erv~r had called in a fire mission &nd the ambush 
patrol Leeders had brO".1cht their men to a state of complete rcadirlcss. 

As the Vi~t Cong approached their positions, men at the listening posts 
detonated Clayt:.ore minea. "They ran into one of our listening posta and got 
chewed up," said Staff Sergeant Michael Kidd.. "Then they backed off and ran 

.into ~l listening post. We waited until they were nearly on us, then we 
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rflQlly t.<hot them up./' The exploding Clay!!:)res t~Tere the signal £~·r the tI'l~n 
rosnnin.g ti1e d(,fensiw.: perb:,~ter to open fire" The enemy sdvance through 
the dense undergro'wth l-l£iS riddled with SI'Jl3U arms e,i:'l.d machine gun fire from 
the dlJ£enders D supplem;;.!uted by eifectivf..! artillery rounds. The ensuing 
enemy flight from the Been:! \vliS hastened by rocket: and minigun fire from 
9th Aviation BotteHon gunships.. Cs.ptain Ed~iard Cla:', Corrur4mdcr of COl!liumy 
D. declared thHt the ent.Hay hGd init:l.l,-ted a planned, coordinBted attack, but 
had CQIl!~.>lE .. tely al~rrendet'ed the 1,nitintive , .. hen hit liith tht; m1.nes" IJIbey 
st&rted yelling and ucreantiI13 and it gave a,o'&Y their positions .. " 

J\IG t before d.!!~-m a s~<1eep (; f the arca UCoS rr."de, reves ling th ir ty ~ £ i. ve 
bod1 .. p.c End n~tJrerOUB 'tiCOP0l.lS·o The BttttEiolion Coro.!il!mder made prepuration~ to 
·pursue the:: fleeing enem.,Y. COt')b~t tl.·acker dogt: \val."c, brought in to follou 
blood truilo left by the c::!leroy forcel' now eatimsted to be at least t\VO 
cou1p.F.i.'I.:i.t~s. At firet If.Sht the iuf.:mtt-ym;!n m!lved cut of their positions and 
began the chnsc" Contact l:DS shortly established ('lith a small group, from 
uhicb D. prisoner .. ]~S taken. Battlefield interrogRtion by a Tig::!r Scout 
disclosed the ene:r.'J's t:ithdrftual plan.. The tracker dogs and "Recondo" 
trool.H.l)7SI) 61.11'po:rtc.d ovurhead by Cn"l CllV p p1lrsuC?d the enemy relent.lessly 
thrO\lzh the cver .. thit.:k(;!ll.f.i.;B nira !,ulmo Mo)."c &bandon~d equipment and bodies 
were fc\..,nd. Artillecy ,(:)·2S reppsif;ioned to c,"pport thf; expected eontnct 
and additionul infsntry cOD;asnies 'W'~rt? alerted for B ref.nforcement mlsaion. 

At 1115 hours en aeriel observer from the air cavalry observed the 
enen.."Y soldiers mo~f.d8 hurriedly into prepared def~nsive bunkers.. It appeared 
that th(' Vict Con.g hud retreated into th~ir bo:tt.ol:ton base. Within minutes 
the Division FOrl>7ard Air Controller Guided Air Foree jet striltes onto the 
bunker complex. Co~&ny D. 4-39 Inf, sealed off one side of the position. 
Comp$lnies A and C "7cr~ inserted by air to the north and south, while A/6-3l 
Iuf ''iaa ll1lvel! in to Besl the position on the east,,· Air strikes and artillery 
cont1.11.Ued to l)Ound the center of the "doughnutll 

0 

Eventually the bombs and artillery rounds began to break down the enemy 
fortiHcat:f.vns and ll'3ny of· the eneDl)' Boldt.leI'D ottempted to break and run. 
One euc:my plntoe.n ran hCClulo1l3 ;l.nto Daltn Company, but ,,,,aD unnble to bt'oach 
the encirclem~nt. Other small Groupo tIGre conght in the open 011 the south 
and wiped out by ruinigun and rocket fire from gunships. By nightfall the 
seal of the eres was cOD~leteo Supporting fires poured into the position 
throughout the night a8 sms11 bands of Viet Cong tried repeatedly to break 
out. Company D killed twenty-t~Ho of the eucQy, defeating five separate es­
cape attempts, and Company A, 4-39 Inf, killed a like number. 

At first aeht on the 24th infantrymen moved cautiously into the dev .. 
astated battle ares o but no enemy re~~iried alive to fight. Total body count 
for the 'two-day action was 1(;8. In aedition .. nuch ~teriel was captured, 
includf.ng Beven machine guns, sixty individual weaponfl, and parts of mortars" 
recoillesG r!flea~ r~d10s, and other equipment. 

Action in the 3d Brigade's tactical area on the 23d resulted in thirty­
six ene~ dead. Twentyoone of these were felled by 2-47 Inf during a check­

·erboard operation .. Scattered contact in Kien Hoa Province involving 2d 
, Brigade unita contributed twenty-seven to the Division's extraordinary tot~l 
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of en~my killed for the d~.y!, Fourte~n VC JUA •. ?eX-&:' !'!etted by the: 3-1~ 7 In£ 
fuctm,bile cper.&tionr;. 

Aet:l.C1n [c~l1 off. from the previous day as the, scatter.ed lst Brigade. 
Cv!1t6cta in psrtf.c~.1br ti~re aome'(ilh12t anticlimactic. Second Brigade units 
took the largest toll of the cnenrJ, forty ... sil:o Footmobile checkerboard 
end bush!l·,aater opot.!!tioTtE:: conducted by 3 ft47 In£ e1iminat':"lu twenty of tha 
ena:ntl in Kie'!l !loo Dud B Night Hunter by 3",60 Inf lind D/3-5 Cav netted 
t'Wc,nty"ono. !\lfro(!uent contact by 3d ]jrigcds unita ill Long An re':l\:lted 
1\, thil'tclm VC KIA. 

Overall p the rc!:;ult8 of ope:r!\tionr:: were belo,\l the recent. average. In 
the 3d Brig~df~ ao:-c& t:h~y were M.:;lun:, as airmobile end foot:mobile tactics 
hrcuc:ht on (~,j!'e tlwn the uc\,~l Ur,11)Utll" of cotltnct ,:1th tho enemy and re:mltcd 
i11. tbirt:Y"""1~.i,l~ vr. ItlAo Althoti.51o ell uil1.t:5 ho.u L'. hand in t.he action, the 
6irmobn~ cve:'''tion~ of 2 .. 60 1n( 'l:x:re most pi:o<.lu.::tive. The infantrymen x.:ere 
credited t'lUb CH..'VC:U enem"') It:llls t1hile the ail' cew~lry, B/3 .. l7 CaY, supporting 
the operation elitni1.'l..Gted thirteen. 

The tiL'!():~ rr.i~t of tacti.cf:! and transport rr..eans were employed i.n Dinh Tuong 
elid Kien lioa, hut le!!s COllttiCt developed and 1st nnd 2d Brigades contributed 
e ighte~n and ltienty-seven enstr.y dead p respectively. 

Esr1y in the mvrning "Old iteU.ab1ea" living itl the Dons Tam base camp 
were rouoed out of bed by one m.ore of the frequent enemy mortar attacks. 
This ana took a very Borf.OlSB turn rt1hen oR It.;)rt:~lr touched off 8 tremendous ex­
(/los1.on in the bl'lI:ie eDlm!.luition d1.\t;,q>. The eXl')loa1on" t1hieh shoolt buildings 
as w<lch e:; a lId.le llnd a half a't;~y. destroyed close to 500 tons of l1mrtlUnition, 
and cnused f'i.ftY"3inht casualties,. lrJ.)st of uhom were Navy personnel livina 
near the dump", 

As the stockpUed munitions exploded, Sergeant John Robinson, NeOle of 
the berm gufU.<d s \nOt,nted a jeep with the Officer in Charge and a duty driver 0 

Even so the shrapnel from the cmplosions fell all around them, the three men 
moved from bunker to bunker along the sector nearest the dU1l!p, first checking 
for injured m~n and then instructing those on ~1ard to move back to the 
co~~nrl bunker ~G their positiona ware no longer safe from the increasing 
nut'.:b.ar of secondary explosious. The efforts of these men surely prevented 
several caaualtieo. if not loss of life. 

I. While the Viet Cong harassed Dons Tam with mortnr fire, the Division 
played havoc trl.th the enemy's night operations. "Old Reliab1es" dropped 117 
men' from the enofll'J rolls, sr.-venty of them during the ,·'!.ght. Topping the list 
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't;el'~ the inf~:.mt:l-Yi;;:::n of. 2d B)~:tgnde,. "ho kUIGc1 s:txty .. one of the ene!Tl'} in 
Ki.cn Ilea. 111 the la .... gest nicht sltil'm:!.oh, c..;ornpany B of 3d BattAlion. 47th 
It1£an.!::)~y:. r.;':.v"d i:Ltc :::0 ::lrc~ s1::r. ~~5.11~~ GC,!,thC!aet of Ben Tre in f'lcarch of 
the elt~~ive c:r!€.rr"J.. Intcl1:!.g.:.w.ce repol:to .... :.hich· prort!l'ted tha move pro"J'ed to 
be C.cc,::u:::,H:e Sf; tho C::1~'::Y \'<<:;$ fot.mu in a thick cocon1~t: gt'OV0 and t-';]~dty ... t~yO 
of his i:1Urli~:h"';~ kH1.(.d eti!'~.ng -!l n:tght of spcl:sliic figi'tting" 

l!:ight of the 3..1 l\r:l'.g~de C f) tuellt.:y"'uinE: kills C!lme at l'l.ight: when an 
amb\i:sh ~:t()rJ COlq:.!'ili)' P II 5th )3[;.t:t.r,rlion. 60th Infantry, wiped out .:::n entire 
8"m:ln en(;[;",y !)Gu'~d eight miles NlSt of, Tlln An~ capturing their "espons lind 
p.ight n..t~o r.·,'c!tCl:a. Re.condol: of tho First Brj.g(;1dc p"cl:;~fl off t~·]~nty-nine 
of I:l~e er.cl'!illl wClr.'k).ng with gUl1oh1ps of the 162(.\ Assa.ult Helicopecr Company. 

A'Ll enc:i.nCC1.· mi!1c-clnoi;').ne teDm disco...,~red a notl typ'~ of Viet Cons bool)y 
trar) t\ol·thN,st of H'J '}he when they fo'und t"·;,,) coccmuts l' euch mth a nn3ke 
in~idc, in the middle ex the road. Reportedly the snakes 2p?e&red to be 
drugged end rct.:dy to strike at anything. 

').7 Hm~(;h 195$ _ .. _ .... --- .. .... ,,-"" .. 

Scottcl.:'cdfj cm~l1i co:ntc,ctv contimled to be the rule as l'13:r.cll dI'cr;·~ to 
a clof,;cr. One hU~l;h·C:.:1 l:::lU thl:ee Viet Cong ~/~;{'e fellt~d by the 9th Division 
on this d'::Ye but 1.::' l1lrf;.')::::t all cases they ~ere t-~il1ed in groups of 1e33 thGn 
five a The th:r.lt€ br.iSfdec shGl:'ed equAlly i'a the day's toll" which 'WBS al­
Ii:OSt evenly d1.vid(~d .bat1'x~en dL'Y and nicht Idll$ a 

Action throuchout the day nnd night r~iterated the pattern of ene~l 
and fri~ndly tacticG already so da~ging to the enemy. It also underlin~d 
the V81ue of the divisiO'l.l'S air covnlry sUl)port es gunDhips from n/3.,.5 Cav, 
B/3-l7 Csv~ 9th Aviation Battalion, nnd the assault helicopter companies 
picked off e11eruy &oldiers ntt.3ll!li>t1ng to flee a contact area. . 

28 Ma~:ch. I ~ 

Tho comh:J.neJ (;;);.11,:\ t(v.m 1.11 hit Ih:iGnde llCCOU\1teu for oixty ... flve of the 
DivieioLl tctHl e,f 122. Forty-a?>: of the Brigade kills C6C1le at night, due 
largely to e Night Search operation by A/7-1 Cav, which netted twenty-six. 
Of signi.ficcnce also were the actions of 3-39 lnf and a Ranger team. Shortly 
after occupation of its night pOSitions, B/3-39 Inf t~8 engaged by a Viet Cong 
platoon an.d killed six of the enemy before the contact broke. A five man 
re¢onnniss8nce team from Company E, 75th Rangers, had established a position 
in an abandoned bunk,cr coruplox ,\-,.hen they detected noise in front of their 
position. They sighted a nur!lher of Viet Cong appro~ching ill a low crawl and 
er~~sed them ~t cloce r~~be ~~th M=16 ~irc, h~nd grcnadeo, and grcu&de launch­
ers. lbe ene~~ was forced to retreat, leaving twelve dead. 

Second Brigade action was initiated by an airs trike which levelled a 
coconut grova snd killed nine of the ene~y. The four companies of 3-47 lnf 
conducted footmobile checkerboard and bushmaster operations and contributed 
'to.the b8ttalion's body count of seventeen. The remaining fifteen of the 

75 



!hi:::-.:! Jh .. :tz~je ''('..o .. ·J)~v:i.latl e.cc.ttcred sixte~n (metl.'Y bodies throughout 
Long A.-rl Pl::.'( ..... '1.rLcc hut dealt a tu:n:d blo~" to tha enemy atayf.ng power by the 
capture. of tb~.!.·teen tons of rice.. An e1l:~!'-1e'i.lt of, 2 .... 47 lnf found the rice 
In a hut cltl:cing 8. ili:~~ep of. a heavHy .. booby trapped SICf! 0 

Co~d.:~ct ';-:l.th th~ (':PJ~fio/ droPl.·cd of~ consic1c).,'sbly" p-!lrUculllrly in Long 
Au ~lht~rC; 3d Hrf.g.'!de fol:'cCS killed only caven i.n scattered actions 0 Foot­
'tllC·bile end t.drl;t)bil~ operlltioriS prc1uccd ml..)A:'C Eignificl1nt reDulte in the 
1:1l: and 2d Bri!;;ude Grelle.... Of the !tJt'ty,-two body count in the forF..~r» thirty­
three were attrihut~bl~ to operations utilizine the Drig~de's ai~ assets. 
Infsntrym:m frobl 2-39 Inf killed nine in the lete afternoon following an 
airl;1:Ovile operation by 1.;.-39 lni '\o~h:i,ch hed netted eight Viet Cong. Alpha 
TreOI), 7··1 C~V{l ~:t.i::: cred!tc::!d with sixter::n kUla dt~ring a Night Hunter -which 
took pleel; pdor to m:tdnighto 

In K:l.en n.111" no lC'lt3Cl.' the oxclucivc den.lin of the V~.ct Cone. the r.lOst 
significant {;'ctiOll t,",::.:.: nnother' h1.ghly successful Night Rsid. Acting on a 
f&:-esh bit of ~ntelligen~ct 1.nfan!:rym::!n from 3-60 In! cU.min..'1ted eleven of 
the enemyo Gu1'lI3hil}S fr(1m D/3 .. 5 Cnv aCCOlX'.lted for tilt'ea while covering the 
groul;~d elem~nt froli\ 3bo~.teo E1ge,·~h~re in 2d B~i3E!deSl a bushmaster operotton 
cai:'r~.ed out by Sr-47 lilf r.eeulted in a body count of seven. 

30 Mqrch .1969 

AlthcuBb the Diviaion t'1ns able to earuir.llte over one hundred of the 
enemy, no larno cont£cts ~~re involved. Of significance in the 1st BriSDde 
area was the e&pecblly large percentage of night, kills, attl'ihutable mninly 
to a Night Htmtct' ca:r.ried out by 1>./7,,1 Cav. Forty ... seven of the Brigade's 
s1.:r.ty·¥fot.~1.' !dHs occl\l:,rcd at nieht and thirty-s.wen of these occurt'ed durinc 
the four-ho-:Jr Night Hunter ':Vhich ended at midnight. Airm~bUe operations 
figured prominently in the results obtained by the other two b~igRdes, also. 
In Kicn Hoa 3 .. 60 rnf kHled thirteen during 8 number of insertions. Water­
mobile operations by 3-47 lnf added nine Viet Cong bodies to the Brigade total. 
The same pattern of "Jitterbug" operations took place in the 3d Brigade area. 
Infantr1~an inserted into a rice paddy. found the Viet Cong in a nearby tree­
line and flushed them out t engaged them tnth small arms and set them up as an 
easy target for the helicopter gunships. In 1.ong An this tactic, executed by 
2 .. 60 lnf and the 2~{)th Assault llelicopter Company, .accounted for fourteen dead .. 

The tempo quickened noticeably in Kian Hoa and Dinh Tuong Provinces. 
Action in both locales was marked by contact with unusually large Viet Cong 

. fo~ces. The nction in Dinh TUons involving 2-39 Inf began when the battalion 
conmmnd and control helicopter fle~ close to the ground to investigate 8 man 
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b<:!hnYing suspiciousiyo 'lhe ::::hip it~d!ntely was taken under fire from s 
Tlet:.<rby treeline ,md the b~~ttalioi1 com:n~'l'\der c!i:J;ected. the insercicn of cwo 
platoons to cut off C~cc.1pC rout-os fo;: ~hatevcr force. might be concealed 
f.n the heavy 111.pl-l. pa:i.m llIl,d un.d~l'bnlsh. The bcttaliun commander beh:lved 
court::g~nt!~ly in il1~tru~~t~n3 the helicopter pilot to remain over the contact 
t;r-ec r.t very 10,,1 altitudn so that he lnight better control the action on the 
erouIld. His f'i!:n:d.t bs.ntll:lne; of the frIendly forces caused the elimination 
of th1xty"£om: Viet Cong nithout the loss of Q single US soldier. As the 
acticfl uaned ll thJ. cC:,!'I\fi!"mdcr detected veveral enemy Elttempti.ng en escape from 
the or{,:" I) 'cfms;::;l h;l S COtl'.m!l11d and contl.·o I ship to land.. and personally cap­
tured fum: p!·:taonet'~ to n.~ t'(:r£or-lU<:d a similar act a ahort titr.~ later, this 
time c~pi:uring H Viet: Con~~ \-,.ho \-788 fleeing in a ssruI'3n" 

In o::her p CC<ltl:-<.!r (lcti,ons 4-39 Inf added eight emeray dead to the 
BrigadPo's tot£ll for the d~j of seventy-eight. A Night Hunter operation by 
A/7 ... 1 Cay contI'ihuted tUGnty n:01.'e o 

T'ni~:d Battnliou ll 47th Infant'L'Y, CSll',e into contact with 8 Viet Cong 
Cor,~p:m)' dl0.t'! C(llvtU!:t;l\lr, clI~)uE\b pl'Itrols nOl'thc::oc of Ben Tre. Tho lnfMltry .. 
an~n kHlml t·\;CHty·'tC~V8n. in thin niehl: ection \vhUE! 1.ncurr1.r18 no cRcu::tltica. 
Earliel" in the day the bAttalion hB-:1 e1:l.ruinet(:d nin<:l. Durine the day's 
airm'Jbilc insertions,. ce.rricd out by 3· .. 60 In! £lnd the 162d Assnult ReB.­
copter COi;1pflL1y So eighce:eu enemy t-lcra killed, fi£t;ee,1 by the infantry. At 
other luc;;;tiol1!'; "''1.thb. the 2<1 Brir;;ade' s tactical area '~-47 Inf killed nix 
lmd D/3",5 Cr.v pi'Zk<::d off ninc o l-llothsr dDy of very light COlltact uith tho 
Cnl.'!£iC' in Lon~~ Au reuulteu t.n {,leV'ell kills by 3d BrigCtde forces. 
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1 ArscU 1969 -._ .... "'l·· _ ...... _-_ 

En~m:: losses to 9th Infant);.'y Division operations ",ere 115, sUghtly 
more than the average d~:.tly body count. Th~E:e '-Iere divided about equally 

, be~1cen day Dnd night kills and were amassed. in descending order of their. 
contdbution by ,fc;:.:ces undar the control of 1st, 2d, sud 3d Brigndcs. The 

'smne atHI01"tt.,ent Cif tactics th?t hud proWll so succe3sful in the past \-leeks 
was used t el"labling the Dividon to locate and destroy by bits and pieces 
the highly dispersed V:let Cong. Asseult troops were transported by heU­
copte'i."s llITl'lored personnal carrier, air cushion vehicle, and watercr:.tft. 
l'funy, of ~Ota.·fH';', fought their "lay 011 foot through mud, 'Wster, heavy ve­
getation, m:\d booby tr.t:ps .. 

TIle cuccess obtained by 4 .. 39 rnf 1.n the 1st Brigade tactical area was 
typical of that t-.jhieh might befall anyone of the infantry battalions on 
any 8iven day. Toe infantrymen killed twenty-sev~~ while conducting foot­
mobile bushmaeter. and checkerboard, and ainnobile, ItJitterbug" operations. 
llle largest single group of en$ny found and destroyed contained only five 
Viet Con.g. StY. lilembers of the buttalioi' were wounded by booby traps. 
Av1.ado., slI1Jport: fOl: the nl'ir,I'l<lCl made it~ usual h~fty contribution to the 
final L'mml t:: e/7 -1 CAV ttilled t{;$n enemy Guring a Night S.:!arch and the 
gunships of 19J.st Assault Helicopter Corapany elbd,nated $even while par .. 
ticip~ting 1\l the dsy' s airmobile operations. . . 

t1o~H: of the VG KIA in. 2d Brigsc1e ware Bttributed to the inf~ntry" Third 
Battalion, l~7th Infantry, ~ngDsed and killed fifteen, 3-60 Inf wiped out 
blelvC!, ~nd 4-47 Inf accounted for seven, five of which were p1.cked off by 
snipers. In Long An 2-60 Inf of 3d Brigade rooted out and killed nine dur­
ing a checkerboard operQtiOl"l.. The remaining kills in this area were at .. 
tributed. in ones 3nd twa, to the other infantry battAlion~, airstrikes, 
direct support and reinforcing srtillery, and air c3valry. 

The Division totel of 138 enemy killed made this another highly suc­
cessful day. although it was not distinguished by eny large contacts. l'fost 
productive on this date were the operations by 2d Brigade in Kien HOB, 
where si~ty-four of the Cn£i\1Y fell. All three infantry battalions partici­
pated during the day in airmobile operations and these together with foot­
mobile tactics resulted in thirteen, twelve. and eleven VC KIA for 3-47 Inf, 
4-47 Inf t and 3-60 Inf, respectively. M2n from 3-60 Inf added six kills dur­
ing a Night Search. Others of the battalion, sweeping an area after an air­
mobile 2naertion, came UPO\\ a mass . grave oontaining the bodies of nineteen 
Viet Cong. 

Sc~ttered, small contacts b5tweeu us Inf~1trr~~n and the enemy in Dinh 
Tuong left:. dxtoen of the enemy dead. In the evening Cn .. l Cav executed an­
other of the dead~y Night Searches, killins twenty. Activity in Long An be­
gan to pick up and 3d Brigade actione there downed twenty-five of tho Gnamy • 

. Troopn from 2-47 lnf executed a Raid on an Intel~igence target and killed 
seven while a sL~porting air strike took the lives'of four. The target ares 
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was hla\1k"ited u.i.th booby traps, hmY'ever, c.11 r:hrae acpsrste incidents took 
the life of or!d US soldier end t-:ounded six othars. M.rmobllc operations of 
2-60 In! added &::.veL\ to the Br!sa~e totol end B/S-17 Cav, the supporting air 
cavalry trvop, contributed e.n additional six. 

3 ~ril 1969 -,'. . .. -
'l'h5.G was the. first of four days of slec1::elled activity and light contc/ct 

w-ith the cmcmy '-lith;.u the Division T.AOI. lUehty·,four enemy \'lerC killed, for­
ty of th~'-ll by 3d Jjri8ed~ forcea. Nost fruitful W~l.·e tIle op~rations of 2-60 
Inf "lhich bagml the clay by cmgagin8 fluccecsfully five Viet Cong shortly after 
midnight. The battalion conducted extensive airmobile operc::.tiol1o during the 
day \l)ith B/3-l7 Cav and the 2~Oth Assl1ult Helicopter Company. Tw~nty-nil\e 
of the G~e.:ny l':2.re elilJlinated, nineteen by the infantry, and five each by 
the t~10 c.v1adon u'ni ts. Hhile ElupportiTlg the grounrl force during one 0 f th~ 
irlsel:tioT1S, 2-4 Al·ty accounted for 1m add;.t:lont:1 f:tVC3. 

'ihe lJr.lf1ll unit tllct:i~9 employed by the 9th Inf"lntr.,)' Dividon during the 
ci ted period t.:'zra designed t(~ cover large m:eas quickly Dud increase the 
probabiHty of cont£ct: with thea e.nl?.my. Thst they were tremendously suc­
cessful o'g~i:an c~unot be questioned, but Contfl~t on anyone day waD never 
gunrtmtC!~d. Its t:lo.ls'i:: B4:'igsde area, whet'a contact with the eru::my was UBU­

ally f~cqu~'i.'ltt only .:l fG:\I smell, ~lidaly sCEi.tteracl contacts occurred lmd ro" 
suited in eleve\'\ enemy dtlad, but tho cost t.yas high cs nine 'lteconcloslr wp.re 
wounded by booby traps m'td one by small arms fire 

In the 2d Brigade reaults wore moderate. Eight Viet Cong were killed 
by 3-47 lnf during airmobile 31'l.d checkerboard operations while 4-1J,7 Ini 
elimir.stcd fivl!. In a night Raid D/3-5 Cnv eliDl:tnnted eighe enemy and 3-60 
Inf Idlled ficven on an airmobile oper.ction. alGo at ni~ht. 

Airmobile op(n:ot1.on~ l!t night ora partic'.l11.l7l:1y hazardous. Coordin",U.on 
end control of tl'\e heUcoptars ond 81:0Ul1d troops» if an insertion t.nl::es 
place, 1s er-pec1s1ly difficult. Aggresoivcness mld individual courage are 
essential if such tactics are to be sucee~sful and not involva large friendly 
casualties. An irnportent reaaon that the 9th Division infantrymen dt~on­
strated these qualities 00 consistently was the fearless leadership which 
they followed. The actions of Captain William Perkins during the Ni.ght 
Seorch by 3y 60 1n£ illustrate this. His smnll force encountered only ve=y 
light contact after an insertion and a us l1ck" was called in to pick '..tp the 
group. Tne ship received a sudden burst of heavy fire as it touched do~m nnd 
in the rush to cOmplete the pick-up, left one man on the ground. Captain 
Perkins directed the pilot to lond again in the dar~. During the deccent 
the pilot t.7aR l-lnur;n~rl ;.n the leg and h!m~. en.d thoY.!~h he tltru~glcd to con­
trol the Bhip, it c·ra~hed, pinning Perkins beneath it. Freed from the 
wreckage and psinr~lly ~~unded, the Captain directed the firefight and con­
trolled the extraction of every member of his force. He departed the area 
on the la!lt cho~per. 
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·t'hi~ W!lS s'u.:lther d.::.:; of rolutivel~' l:tght sctl.o'c. 'rhS.rd lLlttalion J l~7 th 
Illfantry. cove,red a lot of 8i:'O'l'ni: ;.u Kien lIOE! with fcotmvb:Ue operatioi19 s:.nd 
flushed out a nUi..l!bcr of Viet (!Qng, t..Hlin!j f:tmnty·~t{-J~. 'rh~ s:rtillet'Ji'!l3::i . 

from 3 .. j4 At'ty <,;uppo:t.'t€d the Tl10il on feot and l'~F.!r'~ cr.edi t-;ed \-yi tIl tv];) VC KIit 
dm·i1.18 one fire 11'liBsion.. D'ootmobiie and \';stcrrt;)cile operations of 1.""47Inf 
nal.:ted thirtl.".cn enf;l1y bod:tcG. Eight men :ttl the Bl"1_g~dt) wore pvunded by boo­
by tr~)s.. 'rh,:z; ~v[;~lva tactics of. the Cn"'T.1Y in Lon~ A.., t"2!r.e lllorr! St.tCC(;.:S:;:­

r"ul, oe ini,!i'lt:X'y, e;T.'tHlcry, ll~,r cll·"',~l!"y. emcl ~s~.::1t.iIt h~l:tcor:t~r guneh:tpr­
Gh::lr~d aboct equ:llly $.n ~U.r>lln~tinn oi'lly t:l'i .. ¥.tf:mn. 

In D5.nh Tuonz G.::tl'Gl):f! f';-o!ll :~ .. .39 lni; pic!;!':!d off th.:ec Vic::: Gong, checl~er­
board patrolI:' of 1-}-3~) 111£ killed t1-:,e'-Vi)~ end a. Pw.ll.lgcr tC!(;':J eH.minlitted c:tuht .. 
The Night Search by D/3",S Cnv :l'.nci:'("l2c{!<! b!;'.~ totul by s:b~. A.'q, alemtmt frOlI} 
4-39 Inf dc.c,onstrete:d the init:i!lt:ivi.) ond 2eal 't<m:tch tn.:lde so lUli!ny nigi!t c-p·ar­
ation:) f.luccc.:sr.fttl" Cn~'ta:Ln ltd.,>7tlt"d Cl.(..u~k ,~un Ti'io\7ing 111th his cotr.pany hend­
qu,m:tf':-l'fl l;'Jo..::ti.on :tuto Cl niaht position ~;tlen. n rej.nfOl.'(;ed Ci'l~my oqulld ,yas 
ob:.;o:;\r,:d entc.dt:.g CI ~r.,~(n.ilW fifty :i;:~t~7.U r:'i:'::ly. tnth no time to Sp~l~t: for. 
'IiIUBt:C:l::tne n lr;rgcl;' fOi..·:!'3 j Clm:k fOY.'r:z{f.d hh Cill.all bt:md into a hasty ta'lIbush. 
l.n in:f.tid v..:llley of fh:1l C.1o'i1n.GU £:1. .. ;,:: of t;h~ Cl'IC';J>· om! fat'cod the l'eJ'J!'.inder 
to tak~ covel'.. C2P tl'tin Clnl:!; ol'Zf.1.ni:::~d Ell'1d l~d nr. i~"!i1(;:(t:1,ntc:: £las.!1ul t agr.~n'" 
st the cnc1':'!Y pcs1l:t~.oa, cm.'l.d.7J.,.<; tilt,;; Viot Coi.1u to flee but ki11iitt t\1O rnor.c .. 

l'tle sc·venty .. fo'U'!' VC KIA oLtoil1(?'c\ by the Dlvirl:l.oil. \:j'as the lowest daily 
total in tl11.ri:y"a(;w·",n dnya. sine late Febrt:t!'ry. Only 2d Brig.nde operations 
\'rere re't'lsrded ·td.th oo:w.:;!tll1.ns neor th(!J usuel succeoB. thirty-nix. Ch(~cker­
board, bushmaster, ~~d cordon tlnd oenrch operations by 3-47 Inf end 4Q47 lui 
wero r.esponsible for th~ eli.r,d.net:iCl~l of t""J'enty"'t\.'O. Air cavalry frein 0/3-5 
Cav snd i~f~try.'Q~n from 3 .. 60 Inf cart'iad out a Nisht Raid ti~ich killed eir;ht 
encr..y end (l,:.r.t· ... ·O)Ylild sav(:ral stt.'uetu-rca. .AhiT.obl1:lty ff.g'ltrod pl"oll'tin-s.ntly in 
the 1f1l(l(':o"H~o" f.:nd ltC;o-H::.v:t1 n ll(:f:ions, lUnt\:h Av1..t:tt:1on r-ntt.OU.O.l gunships, in 
support of let Brigt.':cl.e~ killed ten on s night S~arch in Dinh rruong Pt'ovince. 
In tong An troopa from 2-60 Inf~ ineert~d by h91icu~terJ killed ten. 

R~18t1vely fl"E::lluent co~'\tact ll!th the enemy resumed. In the 2d Brigade 
l~-47 Infsearched a large area on foot and made on3 w~terrnobi1c assault. 
AlthouGh tho battalion killed thirteen in the dayts actions, dlis latter 
assault proved costly. Charlie Comp~ny ves cble to kill seven of the enemy, 
but f1.fteel& of its msn ~;erc ~rou."dod. Twelva tJGre victims of several explo­
sive (k:vic.cs f-""I':pl"lced ii.l G. "D~1rjy Chain". f.rhe ~ortence of'operatir'6 with .. 
in range of 8u,porting artillery was demonstrated during chis contact, as 
supporting fires ,from 3-34 Arty took the lives of four of the enemy. Third 
BattQlion. 60~1 Infantry, conducted airmobile operations and killed eleven 

. during the day. Han frOiD tho battalion combinod with crews from tho 9th 
Aviation l1nttalion on a !aght Rnld in the cvenil1S_ T'nis operation rosul tod 
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Very H.ttle contat:t c:1G'Ii'clopcd in th:: 3d Brigsdc t.e('~tic81 erea. 'l'h;,:",! 
enemy 'I:~~e killec1 by 2-60 Inf following air.nobile insertiom; and gunships 
from P:!3-17 Cev And the: 240tb ,{>.llC felled s:b: rncZ"e. Several Viet Cong 'ilc,l:e 

GUll'ril1(:d and killed by ffilDushes carried out by z.~;t Brigade units. !<':r.om 
their tmlbu!:h positions along lo1.9tan;ays of Vi.et C.:lng infiltrntiol1 8.nd corn'nO"" 
l1.tlteon routes itlfcntryrnen from 2-39 Inf tmet ' ..... 39 In! killed fourt~en and 
destroyed four SI::rri~C!ns. Othe:: scati:!:roa contact: resulted in eighteen cneill:/ 
dead, elsht: of ,dhlch ~,;'erc:: attrib'.ltablc to tho gunr;hips fl.'o:n n/3"5 c~w c'od 
the 19hC liliC. 

It. vital ingrccii()nt i.ll the lt1.nfen trymc.n .. heli cop ter teem", t~hose tt::am'" 
work was indispenc:::ble to tha Dlvision'c Guccesl1, icthe light obscrvntion 
hel:i.copter. 'fhts fmlall co:aft "fUes point!! on "J1.l:terbug" and ~agle Flight 
operatiO".Cts mal the alert eyeD of its pilot arc often the first to sea the 
cnl.:MY. Ihio pilot hc.a a &ng(n."OUS lilbsion, flying \'ery close to the ground, 
and valor. is e. way ('If lifa for him. A T .. OIt CCJWn £t'o;l1 D/3··5 Ca\' \I,'OS rocon'· 
noitedng un e1"OO ,!h.eil the enemy ,.,as suddr;nly spotted :I.n a fortif.ied bunker 
Une. The lead eM.p \fat' 1mm~<1intely cnvEllopc.d by ho8."I;')" 8round fire tH1d 
crashed. Acting quickly ond with dis:::(';gerd for hiD (;tm safety, lLt Hubert 
HcHinn placed fire from his trail ship onto tlla enemy position 1.n a d3liber­
eta attempt to drll·~Y fire 6way from the dow.cel fillip snd its crew. He then 
landed hi::: LOl-r betl7aGn the cr1.pp led BhiV snd the 61'tetny, picked up the liOund·· 
cd men, and pHoted his overloaded crllft back to base. 

The total of eilEmy el!min~ted by the Division climbed back over 100 t 
reaching 118 on this dota. Sub~tnntial contacts d~velopcd in all three Bri­
gade;lIreas. Tvo battalions$ 3-47 lnf and 4 .. 47 Inf,. of 2d BriBnd~ cOl~tillued 
their footmnhUe nnd tiatennoblle search Opct'e.ti.ons. TogctiJer they kHlc.d 
t\-1enty-f:our V1~t ,Collg. Airmobile inoel.'tions &t scvl!rd locat1.ons wel:C carried 
out during th~ dey by 3-60 lnf, which alao otruck e\1 intelligence target aftor 
dark. '}.'he Night Raid accounted for sevon enemy oead. Additional enerr.y fell 
to the air. cl.lvsh:y, el-tillery, airstrilo;cs, and Dsset::lt hoH.copters. 

Contact in lone An increased and was highlighted by a very successful 
searcb operation by the mechanized infantry of 2-47 Xnf. Lasting most of 
the afternoon, tho search resulted in twelve enemy bodies. The "Jitterbug" 
employed by elc~ents of 1st Brigsda was especially productive on this day. 
The airborne personnel detector led the 3-39 lnf into an action that result ... 
ed in thirty enemy dead and severnl valuable prisoners. 'We got 80me people 
sniffer read1uss and were l'cady to ing~rt w"Qn yny npE"retio!1s offie'!!' spotted 

, five VC and that started the whole thing," explained the battalion cOTslmtmder. 
Several insartionB were made to block esccpe routes of the force estimated to 
be a company. rne airmobile team 'WS8 self-reinforcing as 3-39 lnf killed 
eight, 6-31 tnf seven, B/3-17 Cav threat and the 191st ABC twelve. 
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T.he most: fjit;n~Hc::.nt action took pleca in. Long An, cot:thenl3t of Hen 
Luc. A cor~nn7 frw. 2-47 !nf had estnblichod night tnnbush positions neal.' 
a location of E: Gul"-Jtr;ntitll \~c<:l!)(;ns c~che -;,Jh1c.:.h had been disco',",f:red in latr.; 
Ib:tch. An enc;;uy fore;] cstiinetecl to c.onsif:t of cevellty-fiv3 1>1;;·,1 retu~r.ed 
to the fire!'. &pp~rently to re1H.!?ply, and in a t\;o hou:: padod bcginni'i."ig 3t 
2050 ho:n:c, A/2-1~7 111£ killed forl:l'~t:<;ro and c.~tured one. The enemy force 
lias id~.!lt!fied as pert of the north Vietn:::'1iCtH~ Army K4 Battalion. A pla~ 
toon set'[;\::.~'Ut, l:hose mnbuah pntr.ol t-18S within 200 rneters of the cache site, 
deocL·~.boc:. ~~hc dctct:t1.on of the mll. force: ';''hcy movc(l right by oUt' 1'0£1:(." 
tiO\'l. flC';m~ C;f] clor;"'~ Co:J £:tv.:: lIlC(;c.!:::~-;. t-1e lot: thc..t pall~1 before opcn1n3 \,tp. 
'11,ey hml b"i,;tlH til l'ol';~ al'ouml uhet'a the! cl:che hliG b<;:~l'l hiddE:l\. II Auo thor 
I1cr.geant COi"i:.'lltontcd th~t the enemy force hs!.l bam,l \-iell ... disciplii.lsd lU'1d tn.:::itl'· 
ta::'ned~ but tho EJUrpr.iI3Cl aftd ferocity of the anlbu9n had routed the force 
cOE?lctely. An chimP-I.t fro;;n 4-50 J.nV1~ Ree1r.tent reinforced the US company 
and added f~vc en amy bodies to the tolL t~o ".m!7!ricsns lo,"Cre ktlled in the! 
action. 

The fL,,·,:tl:f.or. 9th I:lf:J.i.htl.'Y D:1.viciO'l.1 t.::ct~.(;,:1 "Jore C'1I'.~lo)·a{1 in the otb~t' 
tto Driecd·:'l a:r~~:so 'i'!wy :CC:Gultcd h:1 little C'UCCCGS in Kic;;n l!oa~ where only 
fOl.1~teon ~l\imIy t:'-.?re hunted dou-o, but brou5ht about. the death of thirty­
eight: Viet COi.1B in the lGt Brigade's crall of Dinh .. Tuong. The distribution 
lf03 t:rpic.':ll! 11!ncteCi.l fer the infa;~nt'y on fcotrilobl1e and airmobile opera .... 
tiona, ten for th~ 191st ARC in oupport, t:h.rc~ for D/3 .. 5 Cav, and six for 
9th 1;.Vit-.lticr~ }\l:!ttal1on SUilchipa duri~8 a lUght Soarch. 

~be preponderence of this day's kills ~as obtained in dsy ection.&nu 
was mainly tha re~ult of abm~bi.le operations. In. the 1st Brissde th3 air 
as sots t'1are e:'".nploy,'ld· by 2-39 Inf and the combination accounted for thirty .. 
eight VC KIA. lila bulk of theBe wex,'o dot-mtld by the gunships of 19bt Aeoault 
Helicopto:.o.,o: C01l"opany, end mO(lt were tn Il of.:,!JlG B:t'ill>."P later identified 2:J an 
elcmsnt of. the Kici-: TI.!OllG ZOllo D.e.ttaU.on. 'ihQ Sl'ound operations of 3-47 Inf 
and 4-47 Inf t-nlliglted itO'r& heavily 1.n the 2d Brigade' s reaul ts, contrib-",tir.g 
twenty·ono, but the airmobile tG~l of 3-60 1nf snd 162d ARC do\med n1ne of 
the Gllc;ny tmd a I'!ight Sa.lrch by D/3-S Cev k~.l1ed si%. Similarly, 2-60 Inf 
and the 240th Assault Helicopter C~~pan7 eltminated twalve in 1~ng An Pro­
vince. 

10 Apri1~ 

Activity fhtctucted ov~r £1 greater rS"il3G during the remaining 8e"ente~ 
days of tbe period. On the night of 10 .. 11 April Dt!!!IarOU8 incidonts were in-. 
itiated by the enemy throughout III snd IV Corps TaQtical Zones. Twenty of 
these occurred in the 9tll Infantry Division's ~OI, ten bains attacks by in­
direct fire. UOllGtheless. it becmno increasingly more difficult to locate 
rand elimin~ta thB many small bands of Viet Cong. Tids was particularly no­
ticeab~e in dlG relative decline in the number of night kills, a sign that 
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bt4im·~'" 

the em!!i1Y hed realized he could no Ion::;:.'>'!' move about "lith impugnity 
during the hou-.::a of darknet;r:. Thus. thcr: rO'.;a1~dtdeT. of the cited period 
contAins sc~.,;ret'd rlsyo of propnrt:~.o-~l::tely low body count, 'intermingled 
with coma dny~ on .mich it uas posdble to tr,,? L:ll:ger el'1emy forceD. 

This cltiy "-].:lG mll:d:~d only by successful operations f!gainst tho foe 
in Kien Hoc. Thfi constan.t p.:-obil1g by cmall friendly units trlOvlng on 
foot and ,-lith watercraft rC5ultad in fifteen VC KIA for 3-47 Inf :md 
fourteen for 4 ... 1+7 Inf~ Airr ... ....,bile Oi,el~<ll:ions by 3 .. 60 1n£ accounted for 
seven end' 3-34 l!.i-:t:.y 'W1l:J cL·erlited "nth seven ",+.ile firing in support of 
all thre::c b~;ttsB.ol1:>. A r:lllEe,~ t(.!:~,m fi.'om ~ Cc,IlipanYJ 75th Xnf~mtL'Y, 
OP(~r.l!tcd il. tlvJ m:ca m:.d 'dped out six of tho Cn<.:TOY. 

Forces c~da~ control of let nrlgadc eliminRtecl thirty-t~~. These 
were sccttcred o·/-:u: tho ,-:hole t..:..ctiC1;!l area mor .. ,;; uidcly than ususl. 
The day's "ttz!tC" liltO co;)tly tf.> the infrmtrymen cvmb1."ilG the rice pt:ddies 
and nipa pnlm ~lJ.Oi.lg canals: one wac killed and twalva Here l.rounded 
by booby tT.fiiJ~. All the encr,IY Idl1ed 1_n the 3et Brf.csJc area 't1'3re 

attri1mte.blr-: to cmppo!'tinB firCEI.-oevdn to nir atrik(:s and four to 
2 ... 4 k~·l:y. 

'!hat pDychologicel operati01l:l b.eve Eli.1 immodillte operational 
payoff ao w311 ~::: 10ns· .. r.1t1 bunefits wat;: dc.-notwtl;ctted lIgnin in Kicu Hoa. 
Tt:.;> Iioi Cht'1'l:1hc lad eletl~~!).lts of 3-47 Int to a 5.5""cs1lcn drtr.n tmich tn::s 
fill~d uitr. surGical i'rtstruments flnd med~_ctll supplies. 'l11!! t\~,:) raUters 
th~,;n p}:occedlSd ,,:ith the lIJll'.!r1.cBnB to a laboratory and bUi.'1ksred hospital 
coreplEm. Ttvv Vint Con3 ':rar~ killed and cevernl ""eapons captured. 

After a night in 't."'hicb he had s.ttncl~ed sevaral military 1.llstaU .. , 
ationa end populsted areas \idth mortars, the ensmy kept well-concealed. 
He lost only scvanty to the 9th Division, (In thio day. Themortcl:' 
att:acl; en 1\ COlnpflny b~oe CE.m~p nenr Vi\ih Kinl, vcst of Dong T&u, was 
an unu:luAlly hiS SUCCCFJC for th€ Viet CollS. Two Ame:-icans were killed 
81,d nir..ctcen 'Uounde.d, all from 6 .. 31 Inf.. Checkcrbonrd operntion3 by 
the battelion during tho day resulted in death for six of the enemy, 
and 8 bus~7re.3ter by 4-39 Inf netted ten. The airmobile team of 2-39 
Inf and the 19let Assault Helicopter Company added another nine to the 
1st Brigade total. Secoud Brigade forces fared even more poorly, suffer·· 
ing twelve wounded, mostly by booby traps. ~ai1c killing only thirteen. 
The ah-mobile opcr~tion in Long A.'1., carried out by 2-60 lnf lind the 240th 
ARC, wac more r£"ilTUnQrative. elinliuating sixteen. 

12 April 1969 

For the second day in a row Division operations mat with relatively 
meager success •. Thirty-three of the sixty .. two_ "Old Reliab1e ll kills 
came in Kien lioa. Third Battalion, 47th Infantry, killed eleven during 

'a ¥heckerboard nnd suffered no casualties. E1~ewhere booby traps and 
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enCl'll), small ft:::'!l1S £11:0 li.d..tigeted the success of· footmobilc and airmobile 
opo::'~tions.. Using tho:: £;i1' assets during th~ d~Yt :;-601n£ killed three, 
but €7Icount~1~cd 8 booby trap on one inse.rtion that "minded four of its 
men. A Night Se~:rch resulted in five VC KIA without mishap, ho,.,y<!ver. 
A ff.:;';J mor~ \Tiet Cong fe.ll to the fire3 of 3-34 Arty .!:fud 9th Aviation 
B"tta1ion g'~:l:::h:tl"Hh J.ie:a from the l09ith Boat Corr.t'sny end 9th Sienal 
BattaH(m. w:;t'e injured by small s:r.ms fire ",-hile euppcrting the 2d 
B;:;·8F.de. 

In m.Ull rt3Q;,!3 4 .. 39 Inf n:oved on foot during s bushmaster and a 
clwcl.,erb:";o;t'd. The "I-:m:d Core Recondofl" killed cleven with no friendly 
car,mu:'tif:S. AnPo\;;3rblg th~!ir ca11 for fire, 1-11 Arty ~ms credited with 
one Vi(~t CO\"!!; kilh~d by body count. GunsM.ps from 19J.ot ARC downed four 
e.nemy ·.ihile supporting the a11:'mobile operation of 3-39 Inf. Scattered, 
email contecte by 3d Bdgtlde troops resulted in eleveu enemy dead, but 
this small su~cess wa9 marred by Viet Cong booby traps p road mines, snd 
small C'I':'l"lt'l f~.rep ",M.ch killed t't'JO end 'II.'Ounded ten US eoldiers. 

Th~ Ci.1Giny toll mor.c than 'doubled frOlIl the praviou::! day, mounting 
to 160. This wa::s mainly the result of contsct :i.n 1st nnd 2d Brigade 
aress \"Ii tb el1.0my elemei.lts of 1t:ll'ger than normal size. Searching in 
Bas~ Ar:ee. 4.70 Infcl'l.tr:Yillm.1 of lj.~·39 lni! cemc upon a fcrce of unl(:a\ol\"'ll 
8i:::;c tmd ic:k'ol.1tity, called upon artillery end air caVAlry support, 
and i\1ltiated E1n action that wiped out forty"'on(~ Viet Congo These 
were distributed ~,ong 4-39 Inf. 1-11 Arty, end B!3-17 Cav in groups 
of ttie:nty·'six. eleven, ~md . four, respectively. Aggressive infslltry 
tactics and liberd use of firepO"'" .. er pl:ovad effective again in minimizing 
fricltdly looses; only t:hree infantrymen ware "munded by small arms fire. 
In other 1st Brigade actions, 2-39 Inf killed six throughout the day, 
having b~Z11~1 the dely shortly nfter midnieht dt\l::1ng a \T.!<lrtar attack on 
ito bese cr.J~ at Fire Support D~ae Schro~dcr. C~bing the ar~a adjacent 
to Dong Plam , an area ,dth raany bOoby traps but few Viet Cong, 6 .. 31 Inf 
killed s1x~ 

Another unidentified unit was contacted by 4-47 Inf five kilometers 
northesDt of Ben Tre. In seven hours of mid~day fighting, the infantry­
men killed fifteen, 3-34 Arty six. and airstrikes seven. Footmobile 
search operations by 3 ... 47 lnf accounted for twelve VC KIA, and air-
mobile operations by 3 .. 60 Inf increased the total by twenty .. five. Nine 
of these m~re obtained at night on Q Night Search. Delta Troo;?, 3-5 Cav, 
supported this Search and killed three. The "Go-Devil" airmobile 
combination of 2-60 Inf, B/3-17 Cav. and 9th Aviation Battalion helicopters 
k11lad nin~ nvar ~ w1dA ~rp.~~ 

14 {\.eril 1969 

Operations'this date were not marked by significant developments, 
, as. the enemy body count of ninety-three was by. now.on1y average. No 

t' 
\. 
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contect Hith ~ sizeable fc!:ce ccc~rrcd~ Footmobilc opc;:stions by 4 ... 39 
Inf l·~are lUOSt pl·odu~tivc in IsS; Brigade'. The foot soldiers on a bush .. 
mE.stc,~ and c:hucket'bom:d patrols killed fourtoen and called on 1-11 
Arty for sl.:pporl:. The a:rtil1~rytllen added eight to th~ body count. 
l'he Iilav6r R.::.1ders" in 3 .. 47 lni': fiLld 4-1~7 lni op!~rated on foot and 
cHluh1ated tw':nty~t~.;i) Viet Cons, f:i.ftc~~n by tho letter bntealicm alono. 
Airmohile ope!:'<:!cio!~s in the 2d 'Brigade \c~ere eff~ctive t also) as 3-60 
Inf chaF~d dO"B tldrteen of the enally~ Nine of these were successfully 
enesged by the c.ettalion snipers. Alpha Troop, 7 ··1 Cav. supported 2d 
Brigade and Idllod seven on a Night SeEtrch. 

Ah:mohHHy W:l!:: reGPOi:~eiblc for tho bull: of the ldlla ill t...ong An. 
DIldug s(!veral 1.nserti6ns the men -fronl 2-60 Ini: killed fout'. the 
supporting air. cavalry nine, and gunsh11'::1 from 240th AItC 011e. 

Alth0Ugh ther.e v;as no lull in friF!ndly ope!'aHons, another lull 
in contner. r.T:trl OCClll.'. Each cl.c!Uc-mt of. ch(;. Divls1.on' s combined &t'ms 
to~Ull contd.hul:(;d a £(-:\1/ to the total body count of 3cvcnty-f:i.ve. Uhile 
fOOU:noblJ.c opclations ~:l'Ore t?10S't effective ill DiTin Tuong and Kien Hoa, 
the airHlohih'l: fores continued to be most productive in Long An. Moving 
excl~~ively on foot in the v.~ea soutlle~st of Ben Tre, 3-47 Inf mad2 this 
another :;.(.1118 cay for the Viet Congo Of the battalion's twenty-six kills, 
ninl:\ l1arc by (mipers.. Coupled wii:h the three sn1.per kills in lot Brigade, 
this provided more vivid evidence of the value of the D'lvision' s suiper 
training. . 

An incident on thia doy olso left 11e doubt tlbout: the extrerr~ly he:zard­
ous l'Ulture of the mission tlsoigned to the in£antry-h~U.copter team. 'l"'tvo 
men were killed cnd six wounded during en insertion of troops frQtn 3 .. 60 
lnf when the he1ico?ter struck 8 boobyctrappcd mine. 

16 April 1962. 

Dally bcdy count fluctuated wildly in mid-April. The figurQ increased 
from seveilty ... five on this d{:-lte to 127 and l-JRS destined to fall back to 
seventy-seven on tbe following day. Most impressive ware the results 
in Kien HOB Province. Conducting ai~~bile operations in one of the 
stl'ongcflt of tho Viet Cong stronghold&, the area around Mo Cay, 3-60 
Inf killed twenty-eight. In fighting thet lasted sll afternoon, men 
from three cOT~,enies rooted the enemy out of deu~e vegetation along 
streems snd canals. while exposl~ themselves to booby traps and small 
al~S firp,. Observing the action from the battalion Command and Control 
heIe1opter, the air operations officer described the action: "Kills 
w2lren't easy to come by. Our peop Ie were pushing through Bcme very thick 
nipa p&lm and kept getting sniper fire all day. They.moved quickly and 
\>)8re able to kill the.'1l in tI..-o' s and three's. If In other Brigade action 

. 3-47 lnf conducted search opera·tiona on foot and eliminated sixteen Viet 
Cong. OperatinG from besto, 4-47 lnf was equally successful, kilH.ng 
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cleven. Air~trikes ~dded to the hc.~v)' toll tn Ki£>l1 1ba. Air Force jets 
wip~t!. out eight and m:tillel'y Hre frmrt :; .. :Vf. A.>:ty si~. 

The rem,d.rrlnG Divisioll k111s we:re sCllttcl."ed thinly and about equally 
over the let :mu 3d Brigade tactic81 tlrea8. Tho only significant single 
operation \-Ias Night Search by 9th Aviation Battalion which sought out end 
killed Ixre1vc in D.i:r.h Tuol'~:;_ 

Noclerato contact. 'nth the Viet Cong Un!'! lilsde by 1st and 2d Brigade 
units, but l'.ill'I10bilc C'..nd foobnob:i.le sc,:n:ches in l.ol1g An found nothing 

. . II II 
but dry holes. I'll Dinh Tuong reost of tha infa&1try kills ,yere made 
by 4-39 Inf, l-:h1ch maintained its relentle8s search in westCi.4 n D1n.~ 
Tuol-:.g by checkerboard, bushmaster, and cordon [sud search operat:lolll:l. 
The rF.~!Ul t l-~as sb::tcen c:nnny dead. Fh'a SUPP0i."t activities uere 
~ffec t1. v·:!, as t·1(~l1. Four. Vi(jt Con::; wef:(! k:f.llE!(t by the fi rcs 0 f 1-11 
Arty, fh'e by B/3-17 Cav, trod sev'(:il by the 1910t }'.!IC. 

In the 2<1 nrigad~ tI. flurl:Y 0 f s~.r ~:rr,d ground l1"11)Vei'lBnts by 3-60 
l\lf accounted fo1' seven Viet Cons bodf.es C!u/:1l13 the day and a NiGht 
R/..Iid in p2t"tn';l:sh:tp lnth D/3"5 Cav lidded seven mor.e., Snipers with 
3-47 Inf p:tc!~ed off four enEmy soldiers "7hile 4-47 Infantrymen 
accounted fa:.!: seven' £nd an a1rEtr.ike forfour~ 

This '''ClS a d:!y of grest sm~ceSD in Dinh Tuong ~nd Kien Hoa and 
6130 the firs t 0 f {) tl ... 'O"dey contGct by 3d Brigade forces wi tll anothel" 
N"v'A hsttaHon in Lollg An. This latter actio11 Ulustrates the int<::rrelation 
of psycholog~.cflJ., intelligence, Llnd tact1.cal opet'~tiona. This operation 
actually corr.r.lf!1lCed on 5 April Hhe.n a Hoi Chr.,nh, L'nda;,~ intcrroBatf.on by 
the 9th HI Detllchme:nt, revealed ,·mat he bclieve~ to ba the location 
of a NVA battalion he8dqu~r.tcrs cOlnplex. This le .. !d was further sub­
stantiated by the re.ports of local age.ute and a program of discreet 
reconnaisfHmce "18S initiated. 

In the early afternoon of the 18th B/2-47 Inf was inserted by air 
to the south of the target, located east of Highway 4 between Ben Luc 
and Tan An. Charlie Company moved in armored personllel carriers to 
block on the north. Under h~avy fire from small anns and RPG' a the 
battalion commander maneuvered his forces to complete a "seal". Move­
ment was tough and dangerous, expscially for the airmobile force. "I 
was watching the g:i:uUiiJ £uj; bvuLy traps wrH~n bullets started hitti.ng the 
eround erounti In}' feet;," !ei~ e squad leader. ''If the VC hrtd waited a 
few more minute3, they would have caught us in a heavily booby trapped 
area because later on we found ten booby traps set six feet spart." 
Rather than ~ttack the fortified positions before dark, the battalion 
commander. called on airstrikes and ertillery to soften them and illuminate 
the area throughout the night to prevent escapES. ''Spooky'' and "Shadow" 
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ai rc:c ti f t '~:;'Ir;.1 on fl te tf.on COl;' tiuuo:!s 1 y and s ~vtSl1 teen se co:Hl~t'y 
e:i:plo~ions tJ,J::e obsi:.t"\'fcd.. A 8'.;~~p v~ the Ht'ea on the rno:rni'''3 cf the 
19th rcv!':t!lcd th1:i:ty"'or.c t1!lt::.'t.y h!:!di r..!3, zev-erc:l. "/2.:lpCm~J ~md t"':;l.1ty ... f:iv.l'l 
pounds of t~OCUJlE:r2tc. (ln~ pz::lSOl}O! "~llO iclentif!eci. i!S th~ fins.nce officer 
of ~b.,:,: ItS N1'/,. Dctt:'lliou.., One hundred nnd tw;:..nty bun!,e~a '-lith o\Terhcsd. 
C(lvel: had b~Cll destroyed.. Cnly cne US eold:!.er. had b~~n killed ll.:''ld tow-o 
w-ounded. 

Sixtyutln.·~;c enemy t·;.:n:e eUminatcd by 1st Erieade forcebl 011 tho 
18th, snventc:cm. e"f these by srdpe!"s oper::.thlJ '\'1ith 2 .. 39, 4,,39, and 6 .. 31 
Inf. 'tlH! UriG~c1\~ , t! air.ff.ob1.1e <'pE'll;atj.on fOl.lJ~d olwc:cd &rc.up c u f Vie t 
Cons alonn the ott·Ct:.ma e:(ld ca\'l.tllo and accounted for fOl:ty-t'HO ellEmly dead, 
tventy··tt~'O by 4-39 lnf, n~.m~ by 1-11 ilrty, five by D/'3 .. 5 Cav" end slx by 

'the. 19bt A93Lmlt Halico,)t<.:lr CO£llpany. 

In Kien lIoa. footmobile operetious by 3.,.l~7 111£ dispetched ten o~ the 
enemy end q· ... 47 Inf, also tilo\i'ir.s on foot, Id.11ed s1.~':. ~anth Aviation 
BattsHott cr.:.;.ms end me,l f):cm 3 .. 60 lnf e.::eented n Night Search ~ihich 
reapr;<1 art ac!{Ji tiona'. nine teen and dCC3 troyad eleven s<::::Ilpsns. After l::'! 

ait'lTlohHe i'l.lccrti('l', £:'1:\ ej.r.ili~nt of 3 .. [.7 r~1g d:tGcoV'(.;1red a cache c:ol1taining 
t:wcntY··o\~:!:l C'i.lic:~,a c~:t'b:ti.1.e9. ch:i.'l.4tecn 1li1.~H3(~!t.·f.:~) HftY"'1l1:nC!' tlubm~·!hitll.! Buns, 
one .3U ci:lHb~,r tl'wchino f;Utt, and one 6011:.111 r.~ort8r. 

Countina seversl bodies from the 3d Brigade action already doscribed~ 
Dlvioion troops killed n::'nctY"'Id.n~ of th~ <::n~y ou this DDte. 11tis was 
truly an example of "salami" tactics; hOti~Vcr, as no operation ,·ISS able 
to mekc contact with a slzeabl~Viet Cong force. Virtually every combat 
am, co~tributcd a few kills to the Reccndo B~ieade total. The ground 
troops of 4-39 Inf 'Were most 8ucccssful p eluninatillS seventeen, six of 
which ware victims of deadly sniper fi1."e. B~sides other infantry troops, 
the foll('!\o11ng kH1e(1 Vict Con.g in 31.·ouP~ rL1ngi\l~ in sfze from one to seven: 
airstrikes, 1-11 Arty, 19lst Alle, C/7 .. 1 Cav, and ~/15th Rantera. Worthy of 
note in lCien 1I0a action is the Night Raid by 3 .. 60 lnf ~nd 9th Aviation 
Battal101\. 1111.s sceounted for n1.ne of 2d Br:l,gad.a t I:: total of t'tienty .. three. 

Night ~!lbuGhars snd helicopter night tllctic8 cccountcd for thirty­
eight of. let nrigade' s fOi:ty-eight kills. Odce tha ttlctic most lTequOi.ltly 
used by the Viet Cong againat A~erican troops, the ambush hss been employed 
by the 9th Di~1sion to great advantssc. Eaeh night several snbushes ar<! 
cstablis}.sd by small 'Uilitii tiloiii!. Wi;itet' routes kno't'm to be Viet: Co·r.g lines 

. of cOMmun1.cation. ThE! effect hes heen. to greatly impede the flow of m;sn 
and equipment into end through the Division TAOl. Such an smbush establish­
ed late on the 19th along a small stream west of Giao Due affords a good 
example of the piecemeal elimination of the enemy that characterized 9th 
Divisioi'l operations. At 0125 hours a sampan moved stealthily along the 
'str..eam and was engOlged with hand grenades when it ea..~ abreast of the 
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Ds\lLY h'Nm·:i1 CASUAY.:T'!ES FROH ;m LI'(7A!ITRY DIV1.SIOt~ OPEi?.Al'IONS ---:-----.. - ., . "''''-_. ,-

~ Y..£.JSItl (1?Ql. ~ VC KIA ~B£2. 
D~I !ll:Zht Totul Dal !ii.,sht Total 

25 Jan st. 6 --60 12 l-1ar 44 54 98 
26 J£'.n 63 19 82 13 l>1nr 55 SO 135, 
27 Jan 1~2 25 67 14 I>kr 32 60 92 
28 Jan 22 11 33 15 l.f£r 59 100 159 
29 Jan 12 6 18 16 1-wr 39 67 106 
30 J:m 39 47 86 17 Hal' 48 40 88 
31 Ja.n 16 41 57 18 I1ar 71 20 91 
1 Feb 21 21 42 19 l18r 76 14 90 
2 Feb 69 18 87 20 M!lr 42 64 106 
3 Feb '~1 24 65 21 Mar 75 80 155 
I~ Feb 18 25 43 22 Mar 66 71 137 
5 Feb 13 15 28 23 }far 118 100 218 
6 Feb 25 23 48 24 Hal' 43 44 87 
7 Fcb 20 11 31 25 118.1' 68 16 e4 
8 Feb 14 37 51 26 Mar 47 70 117 
9 Feb 34 22 56 27 ~..ar 55 48 103 
10 Feb 25 9 34 28 Mar 49 73 122 
11 Feb 43 27 70 29 ~.ar 53 37 90 
12 Feb 16 19 35 30 Har 48 61 109 
13 Feb 30 9 39 31 Unr 88 70 158 
ll. Feb 71 55 126 1 Apr 52 63 115 
J 5 ~'Qb 16 36 52 2 Api' 94 t~ly 138 
16 Feb 41 8 49 3 Apr 49 35 84 
17 Feb 15 17 32 i. Apr 42 45 87 
18 Feb 45 20 65 5 Apr 39 35 74 
19 Feb 7 10 17 6 Apr 49 42 91 
20 Feb III 21 132 7 Apr 77 41 118 
21 Feb 34 28 62 8 Apr 37 71 loa 
22 Feb 52 43 9S 9 Apr 84 23 107 
23 :F'cb 55 1}9 104 10 Apr 59 32 91 
24 Feb 79 8 87 11 Apr 55 15 70 
25 Feb 43 74 117 12 Apr 45 17 62 
26 Feb 29 32 61 13 Apr 102 58 160 
27 Feb 26 56 82 14 Apr 49 44 93 
28 Feb 62 28 90 15 Apr 43 32 75 
1 liar 50 50 100 16 Apr 83 44 127 
2 Mar 54 23 77 17 Apr 46 31 "1"1 

• I 

3 Mar 103 38 141 18 Apr 87 39 126 
4 Mar 57 37 94 19 Apr 64 35 99 
5 Mar 60 3') 95 20 Apr 54 55 109 
6 lofer' 52 79 131 21 Apr 67 43 110 
7 Mar 43 79 122 22 Apr 57 34 91 
8 Mar 53 58 111 23 Apr 48 57 105 
9 Mar 45 40 85 24 Apr 97 61 158 
10 Mar 52 27 79 25 Apr 46 60 106 
11 ~lar' 57 67 124 26 Apr .J.l6. -1L 121 

Totals 4746 3669 8415 
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ENErfi ELIHHiATE01: 

25 J8:}-:,28 Feb 1 .. 31 ~ 1 .. 26 PIer :f£..t~l 
Day Inf 846 1141 1003 2990 

Night lnf 322 845 530 1691 

Dsy Cav 415 512 380 1361 

Night Cav 455 580 299 1334 

Sniper" 124 211 291 632 

Other 212 377 318 967 
(Arty, AFt etc) 

Totnl 237/~ 3127 2887 8988 

*lncludes KIA, Pl.J, Ho~ Chanh, and VCl 
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9TH D'''f.' D tv DIVISION DAY OPERATIONS 

!"~~ • .. ~-. 

OPERATION 

A!-mUSH 

RIF 

CHECKEP..BOARD 

(1) 3 SQ,U!!'..DS c 1 ZQUIV ... \LE!:'4"T ?t.ATCO:N 

(2) 1 CQ1·fPA.."1Y :.II 3 EQUIVALm .... r PLll.TOOi'lS 

FOR THE PERIOD 27 MAR ... 26 APR 

REMARl<S 

EQUIVALENT PL.~TOOti.iS 

Mfu~EUVER ELm-iENTS 

2574 

669 

650 
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9TH INF DIV DIVISION NIGHT OPERATIONS FOR THE r"'ERIOD 27 MA..R - 26 APR 
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9TH INF DIV TOTAL DIVISION OPERATIONS FOR THE PERIOD 27 MAR - 26 APR 
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KEY: (1) 3 SQUADS ..,. 1 EQUItlJo.I.EUT P""...J.'£OOl-.T ~ 
(2) 1 COM?ANY c: 3 EQUIVALENT :?LATOO!ffi 
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Thb inclosure contains t;'11l'(."Ilty"nine phnto3t'£lphs .{}:l.ch ~are taken 
of 9th Inf~ntry Divicion operations during the period 25 January through 
26 April 1969.. J.:n authenticating signature is on the back of each photo­
grapb o 

FOR tHE Cbr·W.ANDF.R: 




