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D.EPABTMENT OF TEE ARMY 

HEADQ~l' 2ND BRIGADE t 9TH-INFANTRY DIVISION 
. . . E.O SAN FRANCIS<:O 96372 ; . 

AVDil4?Mlf~A .30 July 1968 

SUBJECT. C'oinbat Operatlons .. After Actlon' Report 

THRU •. Commandlng General 
HeadQ.uarters 
9th Infantry Dl vlslon· c

" '. 

APO U ,S. (li'orcea, ·';.96JtO~'~ \::.-: 
..'~~ '. , 

TO. Commander 
Un! ted S.tates Mlll tary Asslstance Command,' Vietnam 
ATTN', . MAcJj43 .' . /' 
APO U,S. Forces 96222 . 

1. NAME OF OPERATION I TRUONG CONG DINH. 

2. D4T.ES OF OPERATIONs 040245 Aprl1 to present (Phase II), 

3. LOC.ri.TIONs Kian 'Hoa, Go ConSt Long I~n, Vlnh Long, and Dlnh Tuong 
Provlnces, RVNIMap References.: l:i 50 t.OOO , sheot Nr. 61291,,6229 I, 
6229 lIt 6229 III, 6229 IV, 6.3.30 II . and ,63.30 III •. 

. . 
4. COMMAND.ii.ND CONTROL HE.t:J)QU.t~TERSJ 

~adquarters Moblle Riverine Fotce 

2nd Brlgade, 9th Infantry Dlvlslon 

Task Forc~ 117 - U,S. Navy element 
, -

5. REPORTING OFFICERS I 

6. 

C'olonel B. A. Davld, CO" 2nd Bde, 9th Inf. Dl v. 
(Commandlng Offlcer. unt1128 May 1968) . .. '. >', 

C-olonel Robert E, Archer, CO,· 2nd Bde, 9th In! Dl.v. 

d~ . LTC' William F. Lac.kIna.n, CO, .3~47th Infantry, 

e. LTC' LawrenccE. Bryan',' CO,. 4-47th Infantry, 

f. LTC- John G. Hlll, Co, . .3-6oth Infantry. 
(C-ommandlng Offlcer until ,11 Juno 1968) . . , 

g. LTC' George E.Harlno, CO, 3-60th Infant:t:Y_ 
, ' - '. '. • .. - •. 'f,: 2'"'" . _, ~ _ ~ . • , . "t' '>f \, ""... ,. 

h. LTC W, E, Rawllnson, CO, .3-34th,Artl1Ie'ry,. 
. . 

TASK ORG".l.NI~~TIONI· 'See lnclosure #i'. 

7. S_PORTING FORCES I 

. a.U~S. Navy. Naval suppo;rt prov,lded throughout~.t;he :9perat1on by 
Task Foreo 11? continued' in the· sa~o' seopo and' magni tU~E?,- .EJ.s: pro!lded 
durlng Phase I ofOpcratlonTRUp~q eONG-DlNa, Support in~~u~Od mutual 
coordlnatlon in' preparing owratlonal ; plans: a.nd orderS," and; pro,!1dlng 
operatlonal, admlm.:strati~c ~~.·loglstlcal .suppo:r;~ •. , Tact~cal' ~upport 
lncluded employment ofa rlvorlne;By'-~-v~if.t··.~ ,apcl~EOD toams, oscort 
boats am.. troop carr~l'\~od., tot~~'\d't~~\ ~nQ, lndlre.ct firo. 

DOWNGRADED AT :3 YEARS 
INTERVAlS DECLA.SSIFIED AFTER 
12 YEARS DOD Dm 

• 
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b. U ,S. A1r Force I Tho ,7t~ U.S, i~1r Force oont1nued omploylng 
: pro ... planncd ahd1mmed1ate, air strlkes ~n,support of 8l';'ound forces 
througho~t, the operat10~. ~re-plahncd: roq~ests wero',f;Jubmi tted ,through 
Army channels'by tolephono,anq.,1rnmed1atQ,requests wcre1n1t1at~d Via 
Air Foroe Slngle 81do-ba,nd comrilllnlc~1;~6~~~t:~er, approval, by ,tho loasl 
commander. Tho majo;,ltyo,f tho',a1r str1kes .were emplored,.etfoctlvoiy 

, agalnst';~(:>rtif16d flghtln~,..pos+·tlonsandflo,e1.ng ground, troops, In 
add1tlon. airstrlkes wcre'employed'lnpreparation of boachlng and 

. landlng zones •. No~,1gnlflcant"QIllplQY,ment.problems were encountered, 
am targets were prOperly matlred' ·and' l'den'tlfled. 

, ' o~" Army A>ifatlonl <Air ,assets' of III and IV Corps, in addl tloR to 
9th Infantry Dlvlsion assets were provl~ed in ,support of the Brlgade. 
Support; included 11ght 'hell copterflrc teams. li1r cavalry units, and 
hOllcopter companles, . As ,~4ri,ng th:e ,first pha~e of this operation, all 
aViation requests were submitted to Headquartors. 9th Infantry Division 
and allocations were accordingly pr,ovide.d.: Army Aviation enhancod tho 
Brigade' s opera tio,nS ,partlc'Ul~rlY 'whon air cavalry troops were plaocd 
in support of the Brigade, . . ' 

d', ArtIllery. The J-J4t'hA;tillOry contlnued to support the en­
tlre ,opcratio,n frpm f,orward;fi~e, s.up,Port bases os~ablished on floating 
barges. Hespo'Me'to all fire'mlsslons was qulck and effloient, and 
ass1stod in blocking ,tho, enemy's,. w1thdrawal· from: tho aroa of contact 
as woll as destroying his posit1ons and wlll to' flght. Artillery flres 
materlallyreduced the enemy's, r.osistanco· to ground assaults, tactlcal 
air. artillery apd.gtlnshlp flres comblned' to enable infantry elements 
to assault successfully_ -

6 . INTELLIGE~CE i ' . . -
'fi. :G~nerar.;· On 4; April 1968, the Mobile Hi verine Force in1 tlated 

Phase II of,Operatlon 'l!~UONG.CO~G DINH. in accordance with MRF OPOBD 
Jl-68, 'Phase II of'Operation TRUONG CONG. DINH was a supplementary 
serles of tactlcal, , oporatlons ,deE;!igned,' to lntensify attacks against 
enemy forces and struetures throughou~ taNH ~T!oNGt VINH LONG., LONCl AN 

,and KIEN aOA Provin~,esJ .~tlq ,oluu..t;m..t~ ~~l,s\p.rFeenco and lnfluences 
along waterways and hlgh~ways throughout these provinces, Most opor­
a~,.ons, conducted during this peri-od, saw the 2nd Brigade and. TF 117 
employed independent of ARVN Forces. OccaSionally, however, MRF and 
ARVN.oporation~ complemented each othor. The' f~rst offensive opOra­
tlon1'p1tlatedby the,MRF waSin,TRUCGUN and GI?NG.TROMDlstricts, 
KIEN BOA. Provlnce, .,.,' I ' '" ' 

.. - ,. ~ . '" 'I ' • , • • 

, .. "".- • KI~N HOA 'Province I 

... :.',', (1) Torrain., KIEN HOA Provlnce 'ls a triangular shaped 
province located'on the coast of the South China Sea in the Mekong 
Delta approximately 70 KM South of Sa1gon. The Northern boundary is 
formed by the My Tho River, the Hestern boundary by tho Co Chien Rl vcr 
and the Eastorn boundary by , .. the South China Sea, The Province covers 
a phySical, area of approxlmately 831 ,square mile.s,. F,our major trl bu­
taries of the, Mekong Hi ve;r,:the My ThO, the :sa La!' and Ham Luong and 
the Co Chlen. separate the province into three islands, An Hoa ln the 
North, Bao in the center and Minh in the Southwest. Kicn Hoa is one 
of the most densely PQpulated areas ln South Vletnam. Present popula­
tion ls estlmated: at 65Q,OOO, There are nine self admln1stered 
dIstricts, ,Ther',are. BATHI. BINH DAI. DON NHON, GIONG THOM, HAM LONG, 
HUONG MY, MO CAY., THANH PRU and TRUC GIANG.. The Provinco is ricro 

-growing, alluvlumpla1n with negligible slopes except along canal and 
strea~ banks. The average elevation 1s two meters. ThD ground is 
Silty clay over bedrock. Hice paddy dikes average 0.5 to 1,0 motors 
above .soa level at low tide. ,Caval banks may rise as much as 5 meters 
~bovO the wo.te'r l£lvel at low tldo.. Thos011" ~~ compact. and affordod 
FL. solid .. b~so for crass _oountry. ~~~"b11';l1>3t~:' -Tho donse follage 
pro'vldod 'Oy nippapalm, coconut, sugar cane and mangroves, 11m1 ts ob­
sorvation and fields of fire, Thero arc numo:rous splke pIts, minos 
and ooobytr$.ps _ :tl}roughout the Provinoo." 

, 2 
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-
. ~ - (2) Weather. ,,'lopril brought the transition period betwoen dry 

and" wet ,seasons, and with it much variation in the woather patterns, 
Tho wind flow was normally from the Southc~,st, but varied greatly, 
Low cloud patterns in April were similo.r to thoso experiencod in Maran, 
oxcopt in the vicinity ofrainshowors and thunciorstorms"A signifioant 
olimatological difference was the tendency for low clouds to pe;rsist 
later in the afternoon. Low visi bili ties experienced in March by . 
smoke and fog continued through April. • 

(3) Enemy F.Qrccf3 I, ,KIEltJ~O~~~1~"~rt(~tD.g~'cal.lY importamt to. the 
enemy as a rear area for VC Military Rogion II •. Looated on, tho coast 
of Binh Dai and in Thanh Phu Districts, are two largo. soo,rot; zones 
whoro largo quanti ties of woapons, ammuni tiona, ,and 'o1;hor ma.torials 
are storod, The tactical disposition of ,VC,oombElt units, in the pro­
vince was such that the enemy was ablato protect the SOCJrE)t' zones t ' 
base areas and lines of communications. ViotCong units' oporatlng in-
tho Province were. ' 

502 M~in Forco Battalion -. Estimatod 250 porsonnel 

D 518 Main Force Infantry Battalion - Estimated 415 porsonnel 

560 Local Force Batto.lion - Estimated 200 porsonnol 

D .516 Provincial Mobile Bhtto.lion ":'" EstJmatod 700 porsonnel 
.~ .:~ i ' " - - .. ~I • b 

C 502 Air Defense Compunr 

A 101 TranspprtationBo.ttalion 

Sir (6) District Companies 
. , 

No ostimato mado 

- No estimate made 
'~ " 

- Estimated .75 to 100 ea. . . } 

The enemy had at his disposal all weapons previously used 
against assault craft. He was capable· of conducting harassing and 
ambush tactics using such diroct firo woapons as amal~ arms,automatioc 
weapons, recoilloss rifles and B40/41 rockots. . '- , " 

... 
c. DINH TUONG l?.];!OvolnO'fJ" \. \., ......... ~-. . 

, -(""~'f r-"".~" \ ';'i.., . ~ \ '" \. \. t ~.'\o 

(1) Torrain: The area of opo~ations for OPORD 32,:,,"68, was tho 
border area of LONG AN. DINH TUONG and GO CONGprovinces •. Districts 
in tho area aro CHO GAO (D.T.), HOA DONG (G~C.) aM. BINH PHUOC, (L,A,), 
The torrain is charactorized by flat open rico paddy area and sparse 
troo lines. The Quan Can and Tram Streams arc to tho north and west. 
of tho Cho Ga.o Canal. . . 

(2) Woather. No change, 

( 3) Enemy ForcDs I 

(a) Tho,enomy force Within the Vinh Kim and Long Dinh 
aroa of operations could not be. identified, although its ostimatod 
strength was apprOXimately 200 P~l.~sQn..Qe:J... ' pnit~!,kllOwn to have usod-. 
tho aroa were the 26YMFBn; 2nd'''Ihaopohdont'Hn, CJ13Co',8th Bn, 
Dong Nai Regt, the Cho Gao DCU and iocal guorrillas',Duo. to the major 
movement pattern of tho unid~ntified unit, it was conceivably a trans­
portation company tasked With moving supplios from the Southeastern 
Dinh . 'l'uo.ng Province "Coconut Grove" aroa to Long An Provinc~, . 

. . 

(b) Wi thin Contral DINE TRUONG.: Province clem,ents. of tho 
514th PME operated 'in tho AP BAC' area, On 29 March 1968 tho 334B 
NVA Bn, one reconnaissance company of the .514th PMB and the CAl' BE 
DCU wero 10cD. ted along the CAY GAO Canal, MY THaNH V111ago. .' 

, , 

(c) Threo main forco battaltons, t~.261st Bn, 26)rd 
Bh and tho 514th MF 1m ropdra'tcd· fi1t':f)I'Nli"\T-UGNG~ Prohnce. The total 
strength of theso battalions wore approximately 1,000 combat effective 
troops'. In addition, there were ten local force. companies, the 312th 

J 
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3~2ndt 334th, 336th, 212th. 207th in 'CHO C.d.O, 'ClLiU .rrlL.t.NH, Ct.l.I Lt"Y and 
CAl BE Distriot ooordinated uo1 ts • Tot'al strungth of thoscuo1 ts were 
in excess of 2,000 troops. . 

(d) Throughout this phase of opcr£lti'on '.l!RUONG CONG. DINH, 
the indontification and disposition of enemy forces varr1ed wi thin 
£laoh Provinc£l, . Tho units id£.:nt:Lfiod abovo ar£l but a, portion of the 
total enemy force Which tho MRF endeovor£ld to s£lek out and destroy, 
Within tho execution portion of this report, the MRF misslons for 
'£l(3.oh op£lration Will ind1cl:.tc th£l ,sp£lcif1o: enomy~ foroo.thoy were targot­
od against, 

9. MISSION, .l.l.s. directed by eG'. 9thU,S, Infantry D1.vision. conduct 
R1verine and airmobile operations ,in.DINH '~UONG, KIEN HO.d., VINH LONG 
and LONG .till Provinc£ls to locate, f1x and d£lstroy VC, NV.A and other 
enemy Clements wi thi.n. 

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATION I 

a. Mobile Riverine Force operat1ons would be planned and conduct­
ed acoord1ng to the perimoters, tasks and guidance derived from 
miSSions aSSigned, byCG, 9th Infantry Di v. 'Nlneteen significant oper­
ations wore io1 tiated during this phase. of Opcr.stion TRUONG CONG. DINH. 
'. d'" 

b, Phase II of Op~ration TRUONG CONGDINH oommenced oftcrtho 
3-60th Infantry dehnrlted. and became OPCON to Tas.k·Force Funston at 
Dong Tam. Tho 3-47th Infantry, replacing the 3-60th Infantry, com­
pleted i tsembarkation on 3 i'i.pril 1968. Plans were formulated for 
the MRF to ,conduct two phase riverine, airmobile, rooonnoissance in 
fOl"ce operations in TRUC' GI.t.N and GIONG TROM Districts, KIEN HO"" 
Provincq. The concept for the initial operat1on (4 April 1968) was 
for the 3..;.47th Infantry to oonduct riverine.beaoh assaults in AO 
MASSENA and sweep, oast along axiS of advanoe indioated (OP overa1y) 
to the battalion boundary,. the 4";'47th Infantry would employ two com­
panies in beaoh assaults to swc~p south, while a third oompany would 
remain embarked on AT..Cs, .supportingR1 ver As saul tCrafts . and subsequent­
ly beach in thaAO.· Both battalions would continue their sweep oper­
ations until ordered to-baekload {'f-oil:lowi-ng day} arid.'~move into. AO 
PATTON, to conduct sweeps south and west in' zone.~ 

c. With the completion of these operatiOns subsequent operatio~ 
Would be planned and conducted in DINH TUONG, VINH LONG and LONG AN 
Provinces. 

11. EXECUTION. 

a. On 4 April 1968, the MRF implemented OPORD' 31-68 to locat£l fix' 
and destroy the vcr 516MF Bn, 560th LF CompanY and 'other enemy clemente 
in- TRUe.. GIANG and GIONG TROM Distriots, KIEN RCA Province. UnknOWing­
ly, the MBF elements were to encounter one of their heaViest engage­
ments in this AO, the enomyin well fortified fighting bunkers had 
eleat£ld to launch a'furious ambush-attack against the Brigade forces. 
As originally conot)ivod the operation.oommenoed, at 0200 hours when 
'IE 117.11..2 escorted the 3-34th Artillery, to FSB m:L~l.HS. vioini ty 
XS632393 •. The battalion was laid. and "ready to fire (LRY) in support 
of the manDuverbatta1ions. at·05zt.5 hours. Meanwhile, TE 117.1.1 with 
tho embarked maneuver battalions. moved . south on' KIm! G.U~O ROA Canal J 
the 4-47th Infantry proceeded .. tho 3-47th Infantry into the ii.O. . ' 

(1) The 4~47th Infantry, upon eDtering~the AO employod A and 
B oompanies in bcachassaults on landing sltes BLUE '1 .(XS585358) and 
BLUE 2 (XS583364) respeotively. c,Canparq4-47tl1"Int'antry r.emain£ld 
£lmbarkod on ,ATes, as .li. and $ oompaniolJ swept along both sides 01: the 

. KINH GI.'1.0 Ho..t to c1ea1" thOme-jor canal intersElot1ons·a~d ,then ,back­

.lo~. A,O'o - vicio1tyJ&.SS8_0)zt.8 ,n¢ .. 13· . .co~~ V1.c"n1~y.,·XS585344. Both' 
'companies embarked, on ,,;\oTO's at 0810 hours ariddbployed. to BLUE BEt"CH 
3 where they were reinserted, oonduoting beaoh assaults. The beach 

r, . 4 . 
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landlngs were wlthout lncident and the oompanies began to sweep west, 
to.?!ard the~r 'boundary. At 0950 hours the battallon was tasked to 
ex"traot by ATCs and. relnforce .the 3-47th whioh was engagedln heavy 
oontact. A/4-47th In:f'was the flrst company to eIJiblork. ATCs. B and. C 
companies started thelr movement to vlclnity XS57135S where they 
wouldbackload on ATCs. Enroute, tho ATCs In. support of C Company,· • 
were engagod wl th automatl0 weapons and 13' ... 40 rookotflre J none of the 
boats were hit. Tho brlof engagemont prevented'C Company from embark­
lng untl1 tho enemy's flres wore- suppre'ssed. At <-1210 hours the 4-47th 
Infantry (-). completoly ombarkod, oogan to lnsort.C Companyln tho 
vlclni ty of XS569358, B Company at XS5~ am A Company at XS570355. 
The companies moved west to attaok the enemy's flank, C Company oap­
turod one POW ln the vlclni ty of XS565359. and later became the f1'rst 
company to establlsh contact 1n the vlclnity of XS5513S8. A/4-47th 
Infantry was 1nserted 100 meters west of ~ Company at XS550360, and 
lmmedlatoly recelved heavy volumes of small arms and automatlawoapons 
f1re, B- and. C Compahies tr1ed to ma.nouver behind the enemy foroe 
that was engag~ A Company·, 1n dolng so both oomparUss became hQaVlly 
ongagod. The, 7-1st A1r cavalry was employod in support of both . 
battalions. The Air Cav at this tlme r ongaged an enemy force caUSing 
them to withdraw to Vicinity XS560555. Throughout the aftornoon the 
4-47th' Infantry (-) rema1nod in contact resulting in one US KHA and. 
14 US WHA. The 4-47th Infa.ntry accounted for six VC' KIA and "iOWs.~'" 
7-1st Air Cav sustained one US: KHA, and accounted for 16 VC KIAs. .' 

. . 

(2) During its initial movement, the 3-47th Infantry encoun­
tered no slgnificant~ino14ents. Prior to the battalion beach assaults, 
artillery fires wore employed along both banks of the SONG BA~. 
~rom vic1nity XS563358 to XS562354" and were then shifted·wes~. ~ 
lng _the art11lery preparation fires, tho battalion continuod its-
11. verine movement reaching the intersection of' the SONG BA. !.AI .. and 
KINE GIA EO.&.. ,])he interseotlon of the' two watorways is known as the 
"Crossroads". Tho battalon's oolum.n turned wost.o,ntor1ng tho. SONG· 
BA LAI at '0830 hours to conduct 1ts bcacp landing assaULts ,1n .the 
Viclnity of XS562358. Upon onterlng the p~nal, assault support boats 
and. armored troop oarr1ers,(ATCs) of R:1ve'r.Dlv1s10Jl:92 were ambushed: 
and engaged Wl th 13-40 rooket' and small arms fire in the v10ini ty of 
XS564359, from the sOl1th side of the river.,' The battalion reacted 
1mplement1ng its counter ambush plan •. This required the lead element 
(B Company) to mo~ through the ambush and boach on the side of the 
heaviest contaot, in this 1nstanoe the south side. Thes'econd .company 
(E C'ompany) was supposed to land on the sido of hoav1,est. contaot,. 
short of tho ambush. . The third oompany (C CompanY)' ~ast·o·land on . 
tho opposite shore and. sweep, wi th the seo'ond company, towards the· 
flrst. BCompany, whioh suffered oasualties from the lnitial att~ok, 
prooeeded through the ambush and landod unopposed on t~e south bank 
past the ambush. Upon beaohing, the platoon'leader - 3/B/3-47th . 
Infantry, assumed oommand of the company, aEt a result of the oompany 
oommander be1ng one of the initialoasualties. E'Company, reaoting 
to the lnitial fire" attempted to beach on the south bank short of the 
area whore B C'ompany was engaged, but in faot, they beaohed direotly 
into the aroa of heaviest eontaot. As E'C'ompany tUrned toward the 
boach, it rocei ved ~50 cal maoh1no gun" small arms·· and B.;;.40 rookot 
fires. TWo of the ATCs transport1ng the 2nd and 3rd'Platoops beached. 
and tho troops startod to debark,~ lnto heavy fire. . Only 14 men of' the 
Jrd platoon suocoeded ln loavlng the boatsr the remalnderworo· • 
woundod whlle ombarkod. Those olemcnts of the platoon already ,ashore 
were lmmodlately pinned down by intenso flros. Ah attompt was mado. 
to engage the va .50 oal posl tion w1 th' a LAW, however the weapons 
failed to f1re (poss1bly because of water immcrsio~). ~ho 2nd Platoon 
of' E Company beached s11ghtlyto the ,cast, and i.ts 22 men debarked ~ 
safely ln waist deep mud. Tho platoon~tartod maneuver1ng east· of the 
.50 cal posltlon,but was 'informed by o:t"ew mombors of tho ATe 'that 
the platoon was to discontinue its movamont.~nd baokload on the ATe. 
baokloaci1.ng wasriompleted. without lnoident.Duringthe extract1on, 
the ATC was hit With a B-4o rocket and e1ght oasual ties ··resul-tEJd •. :IDle 
1st Platoon of E Company and the oompany oommand group 'rema1ned Om­
barkod the ~ntiro time even~ually w1thdraw~ng from the intonso fire, 
Several casualties were sustained, lncludinR thA n'A~~~~ ,~~~-- _. 
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two ombarkod platoons df E Company returned to the crossroads and 
transfored thelr wou.rdod to, an ald boat for furthor ovacuatlon. Tho 
ATCs rtlturrrod ,up the stroam and a:tteI1ptod to beaohagaln in the vlo'-

. in! ty where ~ho, 2,ni 'platoon' had p1'Ovlously lnsertod. Both boats re-
001 ved flro as thoy. turned, Into tho beach at 0945 hours. The 2nd 
platoon (-) offloaded wi th,l ts remain!ng nino porsonnol, and attOI1pted 

'to,manouver east around thc".Sb cal posl tion. Thls tlme however, they 
were pinnod down by thro£LAW posl tlons faQlng~the strean. A more 
orl tlcal problem resulted' because of,the chos:t ~doop I1ud which clogged 
the weapons of those struggllng to' ~e~~b~ thE? ,'Shore, Theist platoon 
rooni vcd heavy fire·-whon''trY1ng--to·'hElaah, and- could ,not, land 1 ts 
troops. At this time E Company had two platoons ashore, 001 ther of . 
~hlch was offectivo, ono booauso,of mud-ologgod woapons and tho ,other 
because of cas~altles. Co~uri1catlons was'dlsable~petween the company 
oommander and his two platoons' on the southbankJ, ho:wever, C Compan:r 
malntalned radl0 communioatlons wl th them. . ' . 

(3) In the meantlme' C/3-47th Infantry moved to the north bank, 
but, was ordered not to offload POnd1~ development of ,E Company's 
dlsposltlon. At 08S7'hours a Company was ordered to proceed',ooyond 
the ambush slte ar.d beaohbotwe,en 13: COmpatl1' and J/c/J";47th Infantry. 
~ey wore to move east towards the Jrd platoon, and at tho same tlme 
llnk up with B Company._ At 0907 hours C, Company ooaohed. on tho south 
bank and started to movo'towards the platoon of E·Company. As they 
advanced thoy recelved heavy flre from' thelr 'east and south. C'Cornparu 
dlsoovored an oitcnalveb'q,nker complox,that extend6d south from the 
rlver to ,two canals. The bunkers were relnforclng and oriented towards 
the east 'and, west, except for the'. 50 cal and two supporting AW 'pos­
ltlonsnoar the rlver. R,Company started to move ,towards C Company 
'at-- 0954 hours ,aftor'the:comPlny cornmandor and another man were ovaa-­
uated by, tho battalioll c&a hell copter. Its movement was sloW because 

'the company ear;r.1,od ,its wounded pprsorinel. B ,Company was thon' engaged 
from thelr south, cast and from tho north of the stream. Durlng the 
.tlme span, COI:lpan1cs 'B and ~a struggled, to link up. ' As' Goopany B novod 
cast towards COI:lpany a, it dlscovcroda. bunker llno along a ' 
canal that separated th:e two cornpanics •. Company C trl,cd to cllI:llnate 
the.50 cal posl tlon between 1 t and Conpany E." Another .50 cal pos­
ftlon began to engage Conpe.ny, Cr from'it& ~c)ll;t~o~,st.' ThO: ,flrlng pos~ 
1 tions (bunkers) pro-j'ccrtcd~ onlno~th6"fic:tght "of' 18 inohes above the 
ground, and were extrenoly dlffloult to locate ln the thiok n1popalI!I' 
along tho canals. ~he oonpany employed lts LAW try1ng to ellmlnate 
the:posltlon. The bunker was located close to E Company's wounded 
personnel, whlch made lt dlfflcult to employ artlllery or alrstrlkes. 
Navy. assault boats attempted'to employ 40mm cannons agalnst t~e 'Q1J,nknr,. 
but quarters wore so closo that thelr f1ros entorod C and E Company's 
posltlon causlng more oasualtlos, 

. (4) When the 1st platoon; of' E Company wl thd,rew from the beach, 
after maklng a seoondattempt to land, it sustalned 5 WHA from a .50 
cal machlno gun.whlch~was flredthrough the boat's ramp. Thewoundod 
wore~takon to the·CrossroadsMfor evacuation. At 10JOhours"gunshlps 
of' the 7-1st Alr Cav engaged the bunkers located south and southeast 
of ,Company 0'.' The gunshlps made several offect1vepassos, rellevlng 
the pressure ln that arE.:a. ' 'Company. B continued, to enduro casual tlos 
from the onemy's flre in the south. 'At th1s tlmoCompanY B had' 28, 
casualtles, but only one Was serlous enough to warrant Immedlate, evac­
uatlon, a dustorf was completed at .. 1114 hours.' Company C sustalned 
1 KHk ahdJ WK!' from the engagement thatoocurred to their south • 

• ArtIllery was employed contlnuously to tho south of C and B Companles 
throughout the mornlng. ' At 1136 hours, an ATC supportlng Company E 
returned from tho·Crossroadd' and extracted' the ri1.nO men of tho 2nd 
platbon' in order that,thoy could oleanthelr weapons. An attempt to 
oxtract tho 3rd, platoon was, mado I howover., tho -ATCs were foroodbao'k 
by ~40 rocket. fire I two boats recelvod d·lroct hi ts. The flV() men' of 
the 3rd platoon Who wor() not casual tles" swam ~o: the boats in tho 
rl~9r. 'Company B at thls tlme was ~ro'Cel\rfrut ';fJr~' from the north, and 
the' south (aoro~s the-ri:VC'r') I' • ebntt:rdtr 1b. 'e',Compa'ny's area decroased, 
and; tho company moved east another 50 meters. Company E was ordered 
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to ~ach it~ remaining porso~el With Company-C, arter' they h~d ,.clean-... 
ed their,weapons. Through an error, Company E Qc~chod,ol) the"north 
bank where Ejlements of· the 4-4?th Infantry .wercloca,ted·\E;lncl: linked up 
With C/4-47th Infantry in lieu of C!J-47th Infantry. -:t:t, WaS: notrea~­
ized that this was tlD~eCon;tpany until af1;o~ t:re,'ATC had .. \d~parted. . ." . 

(5) C/J-47th Infantry contact i~creased as"hostilO AW' and • 
rocket fire was employed from positions. to its sQuth and southel:il.st. 
A .50 cal position was between C/J-47tl;.Infa.ntry and E./J-Zf7th·Infantry 
wounded ~rBonnel, C' Company emplQYQ,d,two mQr.e rounds of 90mm at tho 
onomy bunkor, failing to silcnc(.; 'tho machino.gun, Company B.arriV()d 
w1 thin 75 motors of cr/J-47th Infantry by'14o0 hQurs. W.i thin' 20. min­
utes the company had eliminated 'the enomy' posl tions between it and C 
Company, and at 1435 hours. the two companies ',~oined up. Company C 
sustained atbtal of '2 KHA and 8 tVJ:iA duringi,tl90ngagaments, Company 
If sustainod its f1rst fatal1.ty at'i450 ·ho:U.r~t·:8:nd evaouat,edhls body' 
to the canal for oxtraction 'by :ATC. . At·thistime . elptnonts"of Company . 
B located a serj.ously 'wouiJ.de~ soldiO~ th the w.ater r he .. was,')the platoon, 
modic of the Jrc1 platoon, E. Cqmp~ny. ' Aithqugh, woundod. he he,d Ol."awlod 
away from tho bank. He stated that tho' 'VC" camo to the ,bank took tho 
weapons of tho do ad. andwoundodafter tl:lo ~nc:\ plato9,ri yras extracted. 

. .. , , '~".', .. '~. ~ "," ,'." '" 

(6) A boundary change },las ~sts:bl;ishQd ~t lS42 hours ,to' sopar­
ate the two batta11ons.· Tho 4-47th''Was taskoo tq" crosstz:om the north 
bank to the south bank and move'south,the~ oust 'against tho VC. In 
conjunction \'1i th thiS movo, the clcmentsofE/J;"~7th Int~ntry (with 
tho 4-47th Infantry) werE;:'tio boach. ' wi th'B" arJ4, C C~:'lIl:pan1E;l~ •. Tho . 
batta110n would thon movo south andsW1ng cast ·with. 'thEf :4.:.47th Infantry. 
casualties at thlstinie wore' 'reported pos I . ;B/3-47th: Infantry ~7 :WHA. 
1 KHA, C/3:-47th lnfantry 10 WHAt and E/3-4?t~ Infa,ptry16 WliAi 9 MIA 
and 2 VN WHA. l~s E/J-47th' Infantry 'beached, cas~al tieso-f 'B~nd .0-
Companies J-47th Infantry were embarked~' At16~.2 ~o~s'·~ :s-40 'roq~et 
was fired into thcboat from the vicinity of the .50·cal·:PO~1tlon, 
Tho J-47th Infantry established a dofens1ve ,peJ.1,.motcr;ap,d preparodto 
rocoivo rosupply. As tho evoning progrossedpatrols '~oroomployod to 
rocorr tho areas of previous contact r nc{ furthor '-contact' 'dovoloped. 
During the hours of darkness, onc"NOO--f:rom Company C' craWlod to the 
aroaof E COmpany's ,wo,undodJ ho rotQr.nc.d;.tl1th.:,o.!W."woundod man. The 
NCO departed to assist another wound,e..d ma:nr.;but·,.the sold1er died be­
fore he COUld bo ovacua ted. ' Tho, .NCO. thencr.a~l.~d. to ,the .501 cal pos'-
1 t10n and threw gronados; i:nto the ::bunker. ; RO~;looul.d no.t,; determine • 
whothor or not tho pOSition was oocu:g1odJ.b,llt·he .. \hQard. :v.o!1oes,';of'tho 
va still ill' the aroa •. · Rosupply and evacuation .of: .wounded' continuod 
without inc1dent, and theremaindor of the night was'quiot. :At ·tho 
conclusion o.f all engagemonts during tho daYI~<tho': MRP:'hadsusta1ned 
21 US KHAs and. 122 WHAJ of these'figuros.the~:)-4-7th rnfantry:had 9 
KHAi!, 67WHA and 8 MIAs. Navy casualties are:lncludedin:·tho,total 
f1gures and consisted of 2 KHAandJOWHA •. < :: •• , .,/: :,1 . 

b, On 5 April both maneuver. b~tta.ii~·ns ~weptthc,;.aroa of tho, 
provious days contact. Tho J-47th; Infantry 'ini tiatcd·, 1 ts scarch and 
cloar operations mov1ng cast to the .. nCrossroadst~ .( Intersection of" the 
canal and rivor), whilo._ the ,4-47tb-;Infantry moved ~west." on the south 
side of tho river. No' Significant enemy;.;con~ct;:was' encounterod'dur­
ing the swoep of tho battle area., Tho3-47th': InfantrYic\cstroyod 30 
bunkers and an urutnown amount·of gronados.at,aQord1natos XS563J56. 
A patrol from C/J-47th locatod thoo1ght mCln (MIAS) 1n tho'v1oinity 
of XS565JS9. and returned tho1r rQmains· to E/J-47th for extraction' to 

,tho MRB. E/J-47th Infantry, havingsustalnod hoavy casualties,; was 
later reloi ved by A/J ... 47th and roturned: to the MRBr the ,. cODtp8llY' was: 
then employed 1n defense of tho MlUr. In soveralsmall, engagemonts, . 
elements of the 4-47th Infantry 'killed two VC snipers J i the ,-battalion .' 
also captured one POW~nd locatcQ., 24 VC graves 'and two VC XIAs'from . 
the previous da~ opera t1on. ~ , 

., ":\ \ '. 'J 

c. J>J.ith tho completion of the'searcll.a.nd' clfia-r, operations, tho 
tw6 battalions wero extractod and inserted in AO PATTON, two miles 
cast o~ the previous days opo~tion. The 3-47thInfantry socurod " .' ~ , '," 

I 7 
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the "Crossroads" employing C- Compaily" on the' northwest' and south~f,st­
quadrants, B' Company seourlng the north east (Vicln1ty of XS5a3348). 
A/3-47th, Infantry was a1rllftod from FSIr NEY and ostablishod defonBl vo 
poSltlons Vlcl~ty XS581343 •. The 4-47th'Infant17 was axtractod from 
viclnity XS543364 ~t~.1235 hours,' and' lnsertodcondu~ctlngooach assaults 
at- xs603327 J thE)- .battallon procoedl>d south,'.r$connlng-ln-forca. Shortly 
after 'beachlng,.unopposed, olements :6f the pattallon woro engaged wl th 
sporadlc snlper. f.lre. A/Lt-47·th Infantrysusta1ned' l' US KHA. Tho bat­
tallo~ m~nouv~red.south, $nd: at.15JO·hours.oneountorod sporadlc small 
arms and,aut.omaticweapons flre whlch'latel:' davoloped into moderato 
contact, C-ompanyH: was engaged by automatlc' woapons~ in tho vlclni ty 
xs6083251 the enemy's fire wassuppressed,r6'sUltlng 1n2 va KIA and 
1 captured US oarbl1?-e., Company a was:T engagedwl thsmall arms fire 
from bunkers, in: the vlclni tyXS,608324; one US~lfas wounded arid 2 va 
were kllled, ln .this engagoment. ,Elements:ofthe 7-1'st Alr Cav, con­
ductlng aerlalreconnals~anco In(thearea; observed an undetermined 
number of' vcr ln ibunkors--and , tree lincs,As the battallon contlnued 
lts adyanco theonomy, lncreased hls sniper and automatlo'weapon fires, 
Company A maneuVElred along a 'stream' banlc-and engaged' seven vcr 1n a 
bunker wl th, handgrenades I gunshlps".silpPeirtod the, assaul t 'o~ the bunker, 
resu+t1ng fn 4vc KIA. One US 'WaS laIAand another'w6undod whlle sweep.. 

.1ng tl?-oarea of contact, rr/4 .. 47th 'Infantr1 'manouvar.ed toward.~ Com­
pany'J:J; 8,l,",ea'ofheav1est'- engagement. ~During' this ma.nouver, the. company 
enaountorod automatic weapons' and' r1fle, grenado 'fires from 'the tree 

'line, '. The engagemont ·eontlnuodunt1l 2015 hours, at Which tlme tho 
battall.on Qstabllsh()d nlght d()fonsi vo' po's 1 tiona' ,v1clni ty X8608326. 
As a rosult of the 4-47th'Infantry's contact 13 US wore KHA. 39 WHA, 
am. 5 MIAs; Jlnomy loses:.wero-.39 va- KIA (Includes 11 ve KIAs by gun­
shlps, supporting th() battallon)';. and .3. paws aaptured • 

• • j" '. 

," ., . 
d.; On -6 :Aprll, the 4 .. 47thL lnfantrY Bwopttho battlp area and. 

found the (5} MIA pr()vl0usly reported;- rthe' mort wero reclassifled as 
belng KHA •. 'Jho battalion loaded. ATCsvicln1 ty'XS.606328 aM conduoted 
a rl verlna 'movomcnt-to beaches 'located ~579289 •. 'Upon 'beao-bing tho 

. :battallon swept' south repor,t1~ rio' oriom'y co.ntaot.. Company A in the 
viclnity Of XS566289'oaptured, (1) POW who was~mombor of' tho 516 MF 
Batta.llon.,Lato'r durlng ·theafternoon, 'thebattall'on backloaued ATCs 
'and.: movod from XS516284 to vlcinityxs561279" At. 1905 hours a.J.l unl ts 
had recoi vod:tholr 'resupply and wore' sottled 1lt tho1r night dotensl ve 
posl tlons •. '. The 3-'47thInf.antry'remalned El.,t ,1 ts "locatlons ~ntl'l 0710 
hours, at which tlme all com~an1os baokloado~'· 9n ATCs. .' The 4-47th 
I nfantry had oompt() ted 1 ts trans! t, through tho "oro.ssroads, and thcTO 
was no longor a requirement to s()'Oure 1 t, .. ,Th() fourth platoon of 
Company A, Which had. rema1ned to prov1dn secur1 ty at FSB NEY, rejoined 
tho company at 1200 hours" The be. ttallon moved. by i~Ta to th() vi ci n1 ty 
of XS 562282} and beached af~r th'e·4-4-'lth had. 9learedboth banks of . 
the BACH TAL PRU'to that,locatlon,' Upon bea.ching at'lS05 hours, the . 
battalion swept south'along thE/, rl ver 911' 'the~ast, bank. No, contact was 
made during the sweep, I The battalion- located', and destroyod 50 bunkers-, 
The.battalion moved to·· the vlcln1 ty of XS561?73. l\t 1730"hours, to ac­
cept resupply and establish def()ns~ve·posltions'forthenigh~. Patrols 
were'employedto:, xS5~9271, XS565271: and XS56527lJ.. ", 

e, The: operation; w~s oontlnuDd ani Aprlf·as the J-:-47th Infantry 
aonductedswee'p f;-omXS563466 to X$.558262: thon to v1c1ni ty XS563258. 
Tho or4.y engagemont ()nc.ountbred during thf'.) day occurred at 1045 hours t 
when B'/3-47th Infantry'in the .v1cini tyofXS5S6260· sustained (1)· US 
WHA from sniper f1r~~: ,The )-47th'Infantry apprehondod a 70ung male 
deta1neo Who had, 23,000 piasters J the tiger scoutw1 th the un! t .. 
determlned the deta1nee to bo a loaalVC. At 1420 hours the battallon 

• embarked ATc-t s and roturncd, to tho MRB'.,' Durlns tho da.y E/J-47th . 
In:t'ant'ry .. wasemployod1ntho vic1nity.Ot: XS~85404 . to' aofond the MRB.' 
The 4 ... 47th·~Infantry oont1nued.1 ts operatlon sweeping south reporting 
no contaot. The batta.llon swept to th() v10ini ty 'of X8554263 to. 
XSS6126~', and then t,o XS557234 •. Lato In'the mQrning,viclnity of 
XS5,5267 B/4-47th Infantry found (20) graves' be11eved to be about slx 
weeks' old, At 1420, hours all elemcntsof.the,batta11on embarked ATCS 

8" .,,' 

, rlO/l )4 ;\ ,c-/l) r;-/I / J 



u:CLASSIFlEO 

AVDE-47MH-A 
SUBJECT. ~ombat Operations - After Action Report 

.. 
and ... deployed to tho MRS" closing at 1755 hours, Artillery support for 
the1 ope.ration i'las providE)d by t'ho i-34th Artillery 'froiJi 'F~. NEYS, ". At 
1550 hours K BattE)ry moved to, ostablisha new FSa in t;}1.E)"vlo1n1ty 'of 

> XS526423" and was LRF' at 18}0 hoUrs •. ~/3 ... 34thArt1l1cry.: dEl;ployed 
from FSB NEYS to DONG. T.u"lt and were LRF at 1900 hours,,::'.' Thc,7 .. 1st A1r , 
Cav O'Onducted aorial' ·rE)OOnnai.ssancE) throughout the AO" .. anc:l rClportod .. 
soveral Sightings and engagoments resulting in (20) ·,V~ KIA. As.a· re­
sul t of the 4 day operation. friendly losses consisted of •. 39 us KHA, 
166 US WHA. and 11 ATCYs damaged. Enemy losses were 85 VeKIA.'" four 
weapons. and. fi va POWs. _ " !, ' ,r 

,,' ',_ ".. ..' < .... • 'I: "::' <:'" ., \. ~ .. ,. ~. \." 

b. 10 thru 12 April 1968 • 

. (1) In 'response, to -l~tolligcnce reports of "ncreased. entlJ!1Y 
aotivity- in VINE KIM and LONG DINE Districts" the Brigad€v.1n1t1ateci: 
an oporation WE)st of DONG TAM. Tho operation oommenced 'at,'0909 hours 
With the deployment of tho 3-47th Infantry(-) to oonduct ~ach asaawt 
landings south of the PHI THANH hamlet. in tho vicin1 tyXSi241 •. ' Tho 
4-47th Infantry Battalion remained embarked at tho MRB, on a ono hour' 

. alert status for contingency: oommi ttment in support of the i-47th . 
Infantry; concurrently, it was dosignated to be thE) Division's Roady 
Reaction Forco. ' . " . , . . , . -" " 

. . (a)' At 1010 hours the 3-47th .lnt.elntry corutuctcd beaoh 
landing assaults. employing Company A in the·v:tcin1ty ot X$~28408, . 
Company C in the-vicinity 9.f XS3jl409. andCompariy"E in tho .. vicinity 
of XS331509. 'Upon landing unoppos~d,thO battalion ma~e~vcrednorth 
in zone. to loc~te and Q.cstroy ol(;mcntsof ,the 514th VC lOOELl Forco " 
Hattalion. T~ J.-47th Infantry' s-scheme of maneuvor envoI vod its 
attackiM north across h1ghway 25, northeast to 'ctONG ,BAI;a;nd ,then' ,~ 
north along the' river to vicini ty XS;19429 •. , Company E ,movedalon~ tho 
oast bank t followed by Company C'whilo Company 'A moved along thcwost 
bank of tho ~ONG BAI, . 'Five bunkers, two of 'which indicatcd··rooont 
cmnstruction, werodost:r:bYE)d. by Company A in tho Vicin1;tY!OfXB332415. 
Continuing its maneuvor, A/3-47th Infantry found 100'bags of unpol1san. 
rice at XS324416. The rice, weighing approximate~y 600 lbs, was 
given toloc,al 1nhab1 tants. ", . 

. ..-.." ""'"'" " c ",,, '.. .~ ~~ .~',:" .. ~\. I. '. ... \, ;.~ ...... \ "',," ".... -', .. :". ", f ' 

(b) The battalion continued i.ts·operation.until mid­
afternoon and es'tablis.hed· no contacts or encountered· any engagoments, 
At 1548 hours. Companies A and ~ from XSj23428, andC:Ompany. E at .. 
XS336417, embarked ATC"S .. and returnodto .tho f1RB. . Thro:Q.ghout the ro-. 
ma.indor of tho day, the. 4-47th Infantry was maintained,' on a \ one hour 
alert status as ttlEl d.ivision RRF.: Tho MRF.:at this .t1mef1:nalized i;ts. 
plans to conduct r#connaisaance-in-forco operations in enD GAOPist .. 
riot, ... 

(c) On 11. April, the.MRF 1ni t1ated rec'olipa1.ssap.09-1n": 
forcQ oporat10ns in CHO GAO· District, DINH TUONG Provincc'~ ,Tho opor­
ation was launched in conjunction With the previous 4ays operation. 
The operation aommencad. at 0350 hours with .the 3-47.th Infantry embark­
ing ATCs to conduct riverl'ne movomvnt from the Dong Tam anchorage of 
tho MRlf to beaches locatod 1nthev-icin1ty ofxs657429. ,Attor moving 
throu3h the CHO GAO Canal, the' , .. 41th Infantry' beached.: unoPPos£ld at 
thQir dosignatod ooach sites. At 0712 .hours E/3-47th! Infantry located .. 
an e:xtonslv{.) buhkercompl{.)x in the Vicini ty of XS661503 while ,swoep-' . 
ing toward their blocking posi tions.· The compl{.)x .was too large for 
the unit to destroy, th(;r{.)fore,a platoon fromD/15th Engino£lrs,was 
airlifted to th{.) area to d{.)stroy them. A/3~47th Infantry 41eQovored, 
i lb of .v~ propaganda documentsv101ni ty of' xs647403,!.and·. e:v::aouatcd 
them' toFSB HUNT at XS6)8474, Throughout tl:lo day t~e 3''''!'47~h 'Iftfan;try . 
roportod no crontacrt. It movoci from th{.) block1P5 position in.tho. aftQl\­
noon to night looations in the .vicini ty of XS6l.f53l.f7 t' E/i-47th l~fan1ly 
r{.)mainecL on MRB .dof()nso at Dong Tam, Tho company .!wasextractod· at 
0600 hours by ATC, and deployod to X~582.405,wh{.)r~ l·t conductod oxten­
sive patrolling in. th}l ~ip~N- ty. <?-t..\~hQ, ;.ll"o:rtR..9a!'1k\neaJ;', tho .n~w ~l) .' 
anchorage •. 
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(2) The 4-47th Infantry comm~nccd its operation at 0345 hours 
conducting rivorino move from tho MBH'to bonchos locatod in the vic­
in1ty of XS675534. All ()lomcnts swept southw()st to XS660525. Four­
teen male·dotainocs woreap~rohondod at 1045 hours by A/4-47th Inf­
antryin tho vicinity' of XS653535; thoy wore·evaouated to FSPB HUNT 
for intorrogationand later .. classifiod·, as (13) IC's and (1) CD. Lato 
in tho. morning tho battalion ro,ported 'no contact. The' battalion swept 
east and north to embarkation sites ·lnthe vlcinityof XS662527. All 
units swept northwest to vioinity XS622514 then~o XS675537 and after 
no contact returned.to ~ their .night :locatl'ons, tn/the vicini ty of XS6fb514 
where thE"lY wero resupplied by, ATC'" s. Aorial rooonnaissanoe throughout 
tho AO was cond.ucted by. ,the 7-1st Air cav. The air cav unit reported 
sovora1 sightingsof enomy'activlty, and oncounterod several engage­
ments which resulted in 3 ve KIA and ono USWHA. 

(3) 'On-12 Apr11 the 3-47th Infantry continued its operation 
wi th At ,(t and E Companies. The battalion embarkcd ATCs at 0530 hours 
in tho vicini ty of XS644479. and transi tel 1tIe CHO GAO Canal to the 
SONG TIEN GIONG River, . then cast to, boach landing sites located in tho 
vicinity of XS630398. Beach assaults wore made at 0720 hours and tho 
battalion bogan to recon~-in-force, Onc soldier of A/3-47th Infantry 
drown whi10 cro.ssi~ng. a s.trcam in tho vicinity of XS644498. A threo 
mall" unde;rwater demollt1.on team was omp1oyed in attempt". to 'locate him. 
The·3-47th Infantry looat£d and destroyed a bunkor system consisting 
of 98 oamouf1agod bunkers With ovorhoad covers during ltsreconne.is­
sanae in :force oper?-tions ,At 11.35 hours in tho vicinity of XS622422 f. 
Company c: found fi vo bundles of blank paper five bundles of printing 
ink, one typewriter, one bundle of propaganda •. and onebundlo of, . 
achievement certificates. Due to the absonco of enemy acti vi ty in the 
AO. tho 3-47th Infantry embarkod ATCs at 1753 hours and returnod to 
tho MRB. 

- (4) :·Tho 4-47th Infantrycontinuod its oporation at 0730 hours 
when it dop1oyed by rivorine movoment to ostablish and secure PZ 
KEATS .in tho ,vicini ty of XS659499. At 0914 hours the battalion hogan 
its airmobi10.assault into a LZ locatod at XS659440. Tho airlift was' 
complE;>ted at 0940 hours Without incidont.· Ono LFT,escorting the air­
lift was engaged wtth- small arms "f1re r rib ''\h1 ts' wer.e' roportcd The 
battalion began its swoep south to XSb87425, then SW to X867i417. ro­
port1ng no cent'act, At 1045 hours Company C apprehended' (sevon) do­
ta1noos. all of Which were olassifiod as IC's. Company A located a 
suspoatod VC aid'station With blood stains on ground, smashod modiea1 
containers and 9ne AK-47 magazino in tho vicinity of XS673405. All 
battalions encountered no contact, and at 1730 hours embarked ATCS 
and -returned to. the rmB~ 

~. 14 thru' 15 April 19681 

(i) The Mobile Riverine Force, in oonjunction'with elements 
of the 7th ARVN Division, initiated operations on 14 April in accor­
dance With OPORD 33-68 to locate and destroy the 550th and ,60th DCUs 
in GIONG TROM and BEN TEE Districts. The' original scheme o'f maneuver' 
was to employ the 3-47th and 4-47th Infantry Eatta1ions 'in reconnais­
sance in forco oporations moving wost in zene •. All e10ments of the 
7th ARVN Division would conduct Similar operations in an'adjaount AO, 
moving oast toward tho axiS of advanco of tho Brigade! elomonts. The 
oporatlon ,was modified 'and commencod at 0600 hours with the 3-34th 
Arti110ry (~). B/3-47thInfantry· ·and Navyassaul t boats dep1oyl'ng to 
FSPB JAMES vicinity xs630393 •. Tho artil10ry battalion (-) was laid' 
a~ ready to firo in support of the Infantry Bat~a1ions at '0630 hours, 
Shortly thereaftol', both manouvor battalions embarkedATCS. The 3-47th 
Infantry (-)' and TU ,117.1i2 procooded to tne AO and conduoted beach 
landing assaults at 0844 hours on GREEN Beachos. Tho bat.talion em­
ployed Company A at xs607328, C and, E :Companios in the Vicinity of 
xs605329. Tho 4-47th Infantry, embarked upon-TU .11:7i1.1, entered .the 
AO aqd. eni'fj1oyed Com1;lallf c; 1m tial1y, to''SWeep,f-rbm'XS,586350 to ,).(8579349 
while the battalion (-) conducted cagle float operations, Al;le1omonts 
of too battalion beached at 08;0 .hours With ',CompaDy A at XS624)24, 
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Co~ny B at XS618326 and .company E vicini ty of XS614327. Company c: 
embarked ATCS and. remained afloat as the battalion's, reserv~. 

(2) After beaching unopposed, both battalions reoonned-ln­
force ~ Thc 3-4Zth Infaritry (-) mancuvercd south and. southeast wi thin 
the AO, ~s thc -47th Infantry (-) manQuvcred ,south, and southeast in 
zone. Throughout thc day. the batt!jl.tions found many signs ',of enemy t 

activity but encountered very fDW e~agemcnts~ The most significant 
engagements of the day occurred whlla C/7-1st Air Cav conduoting aerial 
reconnaissance through~ut :tl1e AO. ,'l'hooav~lry;;trl?op was engagod dur­
ing tho morn1~ with small arms and automatic weapons firo in tho 
vicinityof'XS639292 and. XS6)0298. EightVC wore KIA as a,rosult of 
the, engagcmont'. Two more VC were killed when elements of the 4-47th 
Infantry engaged ona and artillery fire killod'anothel!. Although. 
the infantry battalions: encountered insigniflcantenemy oontacts, thc 
oporation'was sucoc8sful ln that.several large munitiorsand supply 
caches werc found, and. 217 bunkers were destroyed. In addltion two 
VC training 8i tes were located ln' th~ viclh1 ty ,of xs620,J17 and. XS625~j. 
Eaoh slte con~d oircles of bamboo'stioks ln the ground whioh were 
used' as tralning devices to teach escape teahniques, 'As of 1820 hours, 
the two battalions·had established night defenslve posltions, and. ' 
were resupplled. The'3-47th Infantry positions were establlshed With 
Company A at XS629305. Company C at XS631300 and Company Eat XS6)130a. 
The 4~4?th Infantry employed A ,and B Companies ln tho vlclnity 
XS671281" am C and. E' Companies ln the viclni ~y of XS666290. 

, 

(3) The infantry battalions continued offenslve operatlons 
on, the morning of 15 April, Commenclng at 0800 hours both battalions 
were employed conduc'ting "eagle (loats" and lnsertions al,ong tho SONG.: 
BAl LAI Assault support patrol boats of TF 117 oonduoted water: patrolS' 
throughout the AO. At 0915 hours, assault boats'of Rlver Dlvislon' 
92 wero' ambushod whilo transiting ,the .SONG BAI,L!lI tn,the vicinity of 
XS618326. The ambush was quickly supprossedby' the Navy boats, and 
gu,nships that were dlspatched to the area, No casualtles or damage 
re,s'ul ted from the ambush. An unexploded B-40 rocket round was fbund 
lodged in the styrofoam of· one ATe. The rocket was later removcdby 
EOD personnel. In response to thcenemy's, ambush, both maneuvar 
battalions backload~d .0t), AT.,Cp ,and :d:.qp19Y~d.' 1iQ: :~tl:1e-;~rea of oontact in' 
hopcs of exploitlng the,cngagcmcnt. The 3-47th Infantry (-) was lrr­
sorted'ln the vlclnityof XS61831 and swept along the north sldc'of 
thc rlver,' The 4-47th Infantry lnserted in the~vlcin1ty of XS606327" 
and swept the aroa of,co.(ltaot to XS621216 •. After, conductlng swoeps 
of tho arca,both battalions backloaded on ATCs and returned to the 
MBY, closing at 1645 hours, :C 'rroop, 7-1st Air Cay conducted aorlal 
reconnalssance throughout the AO. The Al~Cav' troops accounted ror 
fIve VC KIA and captured two weapons (Ml and AK-47) J tho engagcmonts 
oocurred at 1057 and 1255 hours ln the vicinity of XS625301 and ., 
XS643279. 

(4) Throughout the day 'the enemy av~:ldedoontact wlth the 
infantry battallons, In addition to engaglng the assault support 
boats thc enemy launched an attaok employlng 57mm and 75mmrccollless 
rifles agalnst tho MRS: at' 1407 hours. The Mobile ,Riverine Base was 
anchored in tho vicinity of XS580400,when the·attaokocourrcd. The 
US Bencwah (HEY flag ship) ,rcceived thr(Je dlrect hitsabovo the, wattlr­
llnc; the TOM GREEN COUNTY (Logistlc sh1p of tho MRF) ,reaolvedelght 
h1ts. and a reconfigured LGM-6 was hit and errupted in flames, ·Th(J 
LCM-6 had bcenspeo1ally configured to serve as a rcfueler for the 
assault boats, It was struck by a round, while alongsldo the USS 
BOnewah, and was lmmedlatcly'casted off whon it burst lnto flame, ' 
Despite efforts of a tug boat to extinguish the flames, the blaze coma 
not be cpntrolled and sonsequently the boat sunk. Elghteen embarked 
porsonnel were wounded as a rcsul t',of the 'ElnCmy's 'attack. The thrce 
crewmcn of the LCM-6 avoided injury by jumping ovcrboard and wore 
rocovered by an assault support patrol boat. Of the 18 woundod. four 
wcrc Na,D mcn aboard tbe, ':[IO~,GaEEN: ·GOUN!rI, ~flvQ. Navy and. four Army 
aboard the USS Benowah, and five assault boat crewmen. The hostile 
fire was suppressed wl th a comblnatlon of" Naval t art1llery and gunshlp 
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:r : .: ~ 
-fires... Several' atrstr1kes- wer(.; employed- bn tho area whoro tho host11o 
firo' or1g1natod, . I 

.. I 

.. , /5) 1 : As' a 'r€sul t of th€) two day operat10n, the MBF accounted 
for 16 va: KIA, wh1le' sustain1ng 18 US VB. .' 

, , 

d, ~17 and 18 Aprii 1968 • 
. t . . • 

(1) On 17,:April th€ MBF shifted its operations to CAl LAY. 
District, Central DINH TUONQ· Province.. The. MBFs . objecti vo. was tho 
514th ye, MY Battalion' and othor, onemy~ elomehts operatiD8"wi thin .the 
District •. ThtLAO' was considered to be 'the base. camp area for the 51~ 
Battalion. Durinspast oP<JratiOns conducted in-: tho aroa, contacts 
involved atloast a companyslzo ~ toroe. Several largo caches had 
been· found previouslybt both 7th ARVN and US Forces. Tho tree linos 
wi thin, tho AO' wore ~'thought· to contai n many offotrs i vo . and de fo nei vo 
bunkers. . The AO hadbocn' the base camp for" the ini"'rastruoturc of the 
514th Battalion. , 

'. . (2) ,The concept of operation as originally conee.1vcd:.was that 
tho MBY would<employ a three battalion f'orce wlthin:LONG DINE and . 
CAlLAl Dlst:r1cts.· 'Tho"2ndBattt\liolt, VNMCwas; placed OPCON to th\) 
MRF';and· would 00', employed as theRBF'from Dong Tam, 'Plans -wore fOn­
mulated 1n :troordlnat1on' and cooperation wi th tho. VNMC ~tta11on, . Up­
on 1mplementation of' OPOBD 34-68, the or1ginal.-·oonoept of operat1on 
was ~od1f1edas tho 3-47th and4-47thlnfantry Batta110ns established 
modo.rate t(,) heavy-contaot with.the enemy 1n theCAl IJ;.YD1str1ct. 

I • , -

<.':.- . ·.'Ca},. Commencing at 0445 h01ll"S f thti: Ir;tfantry battalions 
conducted a river1ne movement, from the MRB!lnchol:a.ge at Dong Tam, 
northwest up tho. KINH UN ito the· KINIi SONG MY THO, along the KINH :sa 
BEa. ~nd weston the KING"TONG lDOCLOe. The J-47th Infantry conduoted 
beaoh 'land1ng assaults at 0735 hour&:. employing A, ']3' and E Companies 
~.~XS~8:579i. XS29J578 and XS29757?rospeat1vely •. The 4-47thlhfantry 

- 0,. LA.iBO"h. anding. assaul ts a tOaOo . hours employi-ng- . Company A 1 n the 
vi~nity of XS2J9S92; C-om~ny B.at XS242589 andCompanyE at XS244590. 
All. beach landings were unopposed' aild without 1nc1dent. The 4-47th 
Infantry ,t.h<>n' swept soutl'\1 in ~Oll() along. bothsides·,o£ tho woodl1no 
parailoling the KING. ~l.NGwaterway •. wh11e thcJ...#7th Infantry swep't 
south east1n zone on both sides of" the woodline.parallo11ng the S.ONG 
Bi~ BEa stroom. At 1105 hours il./4-4?th Infantry was engaged with small 
arms .... f.:lutomat1c- weapons' and mortnr fire from the south - Vicini ty 
XS2J.5560 •.. As the enomy, fires intensified :the company sustained four 
melT- WM.' A/4-47th Infa.ntry engaged and killed three va in the vi aini ty 
of' XS23656J mue·. maneuvering south," TWo· tl3 soldiers wore W&l. ns the 
companY's· point clement ol1co'untored heavier fires, which subsequently 
p1nnca ~heaompariy down. Companies a and at 4-47th. wore also engnged j 

w1 th small arms and automat1c- weapons f1:re 1n the vicinity of XS241567 
and south. theroo~. . By 1445 hours all elements of the 4-47th Infantry . 
were 1rrcontact which 1ncroased substant1ally. the enemy torce was 
approXimately a oompany size uh1 t. . · 

.. \ . ,: .. 

'" :"(b) Tho3~47thln:fantry thus far~ had been maheuver1ng 
w1 thout 1ncident, loeatIng. and. dcstroying JT two .man bunkers and. two 
mortar posit10ns •. At 1J10'hours tho Battalion Commander'moyed tompany 
A baak'.to .:the north bank. of thc .. :stream, and then west ·toobjecti ve 140 
(XS24956o) : 1n rosponse-to > a request by 1?he 4-~7th Infantry to block 
the .. VC (lxnltro.t1on from ,thQir area of contact, in the Vicini.ty of 
XS2457'~ . Tho 3-47th Infantry was tasked to .movo . toward eleme:nts of' the 
4-4?th' Infantry anf mutually' e,stab11shed cpntaet w~ ththe . enemy who 

tat' .th1.~ t1I:lO was tr11ng to,breok contact, although 1ntensI:ty1ng his 
nro-s:.· Through the offorts',6f the Ass1stant Division Commander, A 
Compa:ny 2-60th Infantry. ls,t Brigade,' 9th Infantry Division was air­
lifted south of the area of contaot and established a blooking pos­
ition' in the Vicinity of;XS242544. The company ·est~Qlished contact 
and .~~ursued its engagement to_XS2J6.SS0_~ . ~qc~fQg, pQ,si tiQns to the, 
wes-t- were alsoestabllshed by Popular Voroes ofGHO GAO District along 
the BACH BA BAI from XS225555to XS221540. In the meantime a1rstr1kes J 
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art~llery and helicopters employing'the E158~CS cluster,were employed 
against'!'the enemy, all; of which WElre Elffecti ve ,As the 'lead EllemElnts 
of the J-47th and 4-47th' Infantry pursued" thv enElmy. he would repEla t­
edly enter bunkers and employ heavy volumes of aoouratefire., . How­
Elver, the CS strikes would forcEl him out of the bunkers,and cause' 
him to seek additional routes of withdrawal was during those times 
thatairstrlkes and artillery WElrEl most effElctive. 

• 
(c) At 1445 hours A/J~47th Infantry rElceived ground firEl 

from c/4-47th Infantry. C,/4-47th InfantrywasrplacEld OPCON to tho 
3-47th Infantry at 1515 hours as tho movelUent of A Company and C/4-47th 
Infantry wassuoh thatthElyworElmoving into Elach other's fields of 
fire. H/J-47th Infantry recelved sniper firo from aoross tho stroam 
whoro Company A was employed, ,one man was 'woUnded, ' Company;E receiVEld 
flre from thE:l west and. south whlch sloWEld its movem~nt andeffeotlvely 
plnnod theunl t down. ' crompany H, at tho same time~; was 'tryIng to . 
neutrallze the automatlc wElapotl posl tio,ns. 

(d) As of 1640 hours all companios wero engagod inhcavy 
contact. A/J-47th and C/4-47th Infantry WE:lro. r()cEli ving firEl from 
thelr front and from poS1tions be:t;ween them. B!J-'47th Infantry move­
ment ,was h1ndered by automatic weapons firEl from a bunker to their 
front-, Co.E WaS receiving automatic weapons firEl which oontinued to 
1m pede:' its ill\) '1.:)lIl.:.Jnt, 'OOmpany B also ElncountElrEld,snlpers flring into 
its flank from the northern ,bank or the 'stream,'ArtillElry was employed 
throughout the area to suppress the ene~y fires and eliminato snipers 
who were stratlcally posit1oned throughout tho arEla. During the en­
gagements the point clement of A/3-47th Infantry beoame separated Prom 
tho oompany while moVlng forward. C/4-47th was also p1nned down by 
thEl AW fl re , At 1757' hours C'ompany B'se cured an LZ' and E)'vacua ted its 
WoundEld. T-l?-e enemy employed mortar flro~ aga1nstB/3-47th Infantry at 
1867 hours, ·and cont1nupo. to'ma1nta1n contact with other clements 'of 
tho battallon unt1l 2000'''hours.'' At wh1ch time C/4-47th Infantry re­
verted back ~o the,OPCON of 1t~batta11on.E/3-47th Infantry manEl~V­
ered north to joln A and. :s- CQmpanlos. 'The battallon Elvacuatod 1 ts'" 
wounded and was rosupp11ed for the' night,. Each company roported ona 
U ,S. KHA as a rosul t, of its E:lngagcments ~ ThEl bat~a.llon a.lsO" <sustalned 
J4 U.S. WHAs whlle kil11ng- ~O ~C' ,throu~hout. 

(e) ThEl 4-47th Infantry':clements oontinued to advanc~', 
slowly agalnst the enemy'ssmall arms and automatio'wElapons firEl as 
the battlEl raged throughout,the day, clemElnts of Company B- encoltllterEld 
hElavy automa.tio woapons f1re 1n thE.: vicinity of X$23556 0' which'impedo 
its movement, C;ompany A was oontinuouelyhar~ssod by Sniper and'SA 
flros during its movemElntto-, the v1c1ni ty of XS237563. B/4-47th, Inf .. 
antry suo-c'Oedo,d 1n maneuvering toward, c: 0lnp:3lly'slooat1on 1n the viO"­
lnity of XS237513. The enemy 'broke conte-crt with the 4-47th'Infantry 
elemontsat approx1mately 19JO hours. N1ght d(lfensivo posit1ons 
were established and night ambusrns'l>A'll9 employod 1n the v1c1ni ty 9f A 
Company's perimeter. As a result of tho days engagement the ~~7th 
Infa.ntry susta.lned two U.S ,'KHA a.nd20 U.S. WHA; The battalion re-
inforced -byartillc~ acoounted for. 53 Vo-'KIA, . 

*' . '., ".: ~. • 

(3) ~8 April' 19681 
• : ~ '. ','. J .~ 

(a) The 1nfRntry battalions oanned'the1r'defonsl;c 
posi tiona throughout the night w1 thout any E)ngagoI!lent~, and at su~ 

, rlse, both battallons '1ni t1ated scarch oporo;tlons 1n the area of" l. ts 
provlouscontac~s. No s1-gnifloanto,pgagemE)ntso.oourred dur1ng the 
sweElping operat1ons. ' D/.3-5th A1r, cravalry oonp.ucted aer1alreconna1s-

\ sance .of thEl AO, and. insertod onE),s51Elmont 1nthE) v101ni ty of XS378529 
to engagEl f1 ve ve. OnE) VC KIA and, two motor1zed eacpaus wrEl de~t.n>y­
ad. b;rr: the cav trooPA Two add1tional va wcrak1lled at 1530 '.,hours, by, 
D/3-.5th Gav at XSJ70,S29. -, - ." ' . " ,i ". ' 

(b) Tho 4 .. 47th Infaptry,(~) s~opt ;squthwest from 
XS23556a. toXS224557 ,and back t:> XSZJ5SCo. Tho batta110n Was then air-
11fted ,from v1clnity XS23055~ to v1clnityXS254544 whElrE) it ombarkod 

-- - ,I / 
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ATCs and returned to th~' MRB, The J-47th Infantry swept from the 
vicini ty of XS2J9558 southwest to vioini ty XS2J1459,. and east to 
,th,£! viointr XS2?4544, ,l'he battalion WEtS airlifted t'o LONG KINH, 
Bridge, where i',t.(;mbarkcd ATCs and rcturnE.:d to thcMRB at 1917 hours, 
Wi thint'hc are~" of ,cQritact,therewas, hoa.vy de,vastation and destruc .. 
,tion resul~ing "trom: the, 'CJ.Ontinuous ,employment of artillery 'and air-
8trikes~ ,.I,t~was .extremely diffieul,t, to accurately assess the enemy's 
losses" ,go"ov~r. trom 'thc.",charred remainesof. bodies and. equipment 
throughout the area.lt:is undoubtably,correct:to assume that the enemy 
suffered, more., KIAs. than. the verified body count of 93, 

,~, : ' ., , 

(c) As a,result of the two day operation, the Brigade 
sustained 4 U.S., KHA, and 49 U ,S, WHA, ,Enemy losses consisted of 93 
VC KIA, 239 bunkersdcstroycd, eight tons of yice and an unknown 
quanti'ty of Uniforms, mosquito nets si~ ahicom' carblnE>s, and one ch1com 
light mach:1ne gun were oaptured. Ttro '82mm mortar tubes" one !3-40 
rooketlaunchcr' and four'sam'pa.ns were dostroyed, 

:'. . .. 
e. 19, thtu 22)i.pril 19'68. 

,f', ,", 

Cf) On- 19 April the MRF elements prf.;pa.red for future opera­
tions. , l?lans, and OJ;lOBD 36-68 ,.,were _ formulated in coordination a.nd 0'0-
o~ratlon W;i 1;p.> the 2nd Battal4.on, VNMC, which, had joined the MRF to 
piitrti ci pate "in ,the for commlngoperat'1on in west ,KIEN ROA Provino(), 
The 2ndBat~a11on. VNMt:; was emp19YE?d' wi:t;h the J-47th Infantry ,on 20 
April! to oonduot'a roe6nPai~sance-1n-forco operat1on 1n HAM LoNQ and 
TRUC GIANGDistr1cts, Tho opOrat1on oommenoed.with tho 3-47th Infantry 
deploy1ng by ATCs to a PZ in the vicinity of DONG TAM, Tho battalion 
wasthQn"a~rlifted to assault LZs in the; vioini ty of xs405374, ' 
~~~06j6am.,XS41J372,Ct ,Band'ACompaQios were employed respcotiv~lY 
on the 'LZs.. 'The battalion reconned-ln-~ora& to the vicinity of 
Xs400408 t whore, it, emb&:rk€!dATCs' and roturnad' to the MRB,' The 2nd 
Battalion. VNMC',~eployed to 'and assau.lted ,beach()s in the vicinity of 
XS4654412. ,Uporvlanding unopPQsed. the b,attal'ion ~wept south, thert 
west in ,th~;AO.", The o~y' contact of the day was made by companies, 
1 and" 3whon they engaged an estimatedVC; squad in the vicinity of . 
XS4554()1. )~'esul ts 'of the 'engagement' wD'l'enot determined. ' The VNMC 
l!attallon" continued its' sweep \fest',to ·)tS435404. where ,i t extracted 
by ATCs and returnEJd to 'the, MRB.- ' " . :.' .', .... 

" '( 2)' pn21 Aprii; th'c 2nd Battallon, VNMC: and 3';'47th Infantry 
wore' ~mployed, to 'conduct :rcconna.1ssanco-in~force operations in CHO LACH 
D1str1:ct; t' YI.NH LONG. ,Pro:v1no~,' The 4~47thlnfantry, rema1ned embarked 
as ,the: Brigade: andDi vision RBY. The o'poratlon commenced with the 
3 .. 34th 4:rt1J':l~ry deploying, on 202300 April, to 'o,stablish FSB CAMERON 
in the vicini:ty of XS047338.At 0450 hours the 3-47tll Iflfantry de­
parted ,the MBB. to·conduot beaohlahdin~ assaults, , B/3-LJ.7th Infantry 
was employed at 'XS114388 ,tc)' seoure beaching ai tea at XS116387 and, 
XS118385 for C (and A C'ompanies~' 'The 'battalion' completed its beaoh 
assaults at 0838 hours without incident. The 2nd aattalion, VNMC 
deployed 'earlier at 0400 hours toconduet beach assaults at 0820 hours 
in tho vioini ty of Xs'o 6840 1. Both battalions recorlned in foroe wi th­
out inCident. Elements of tho 3-47th InfantrY,swept south and,wost 
in zone. while theVNMC Battalion swept' southeast, then northwest in 
zone. Throughout the day,' 36 detainoes were appr€:hendedl 22 of whioh 
were claSSified as CD, and 1 E4s a·PO~. ,Both battalions baokloaded on 
ATC"s and were cttraot€:d from the AO. Tho'J-34th Infantry returnod to 
the MRB',which had reloc·ated, t"d VINH LONG. and the, 2nd Battalion, VNMC 

.. deployed to the vicinity 'of XS04134(f,' . 

• 
'f. ;23 and. 24 Apr!'l 19681 

,:(1) In ao'cordance' with OPOBD 39:"68,tho MBF and'tho 2nd Bat­
talion, VNMC conducted r~c9nnaissance in foroo operations in GlAO . 
DUe D1stri'ct, DINH TUONG -Prov1nce. Tho target ~EJlcctcd was the 502nd 
VC P.1attal,ion' and other c'nEJmy clements wi thin' tho, AO', The 502nd VC 
gattalion was thought to consist of four infantry oompanies w1th a 
total strength of 450. other_ va forces operating wi thin the AO were 
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the 263 Battalicn (apprcximatE) strongth cf'400) and 464 LF' Ccmpany 
(apprcximate strength cf 100). 'The AO was heavily populated, espeoial­
ly alcng majcr streams and rivers. Inhabitants within the AO were 
ccnsidered to. be' fritlndly, althcugh their way of life had'been dO.m-
inattld by the VC sinoe the TETcffcnsive. . . '. '.' 

(2) The' ccnooptcf cperaticn- was.tc"employ tho' 3-47th InfantIY. 
in the. assaul t cf GHEEN Beaches .1 and 2 to.. swoop east ,ln 'zgne ,., the 
4-47th Infantry wculd de-plcy to. assaUlt BLUE Beaches 1 and 2 and sweep 
ncrth, then west, straddling waterways,- ,tcwa~dg·,the VNMCbattalic.nJ 
and the 2nd B'attalicn, ~C would assault RED Beaohes 1 and: 2.· to. 'sweep 
ncrth f then east lntc blocking ,pcsl tions ,orlented tcward :,the €last. 
Artillery fire support wculd bEl prcvided,frcm FSB.TATE by 'tho ~-3~th 
Artillory. . -' , . , 

() Tho cperatlcn ccmmenced Wl th the d€lplcymontof' (3-34th 
Artillery frcm FSB COMERON, at 0350 hcurs, to. F8B TATE ln the viclnity 
cf WS942384 .,th€l battallcn was la1d ready to. flr€l at 0600 hcurs. The 
2nd Batta11cn, VNMC do parted ~he, MRS at 0600, fcllowe~ by 4-47th Inf­
antry at 0615, and the J-47th Infantry at 0655 hou~s, conducting' ,xi ver-
ino mcvements to. tho AO. ,-' ~,,: .. 

I ~ -- , 1 • ,. :' • ~ r • • ..J, I j ; 

(a) The 2nd Battalicn.' VNMC bcache.d at' 0816 hcurs'; 1n tho 
vicini ty cf 11/8941418 wl thcut; incldont .. ; The battalion then mcvod 
ncrtheast. to. . establlsh· blccking pcsl ticns .' at' ~~S936416 and WS943415,' 
Ccmpanles :3 and 4 establlshed' ccntact with an unknown slze fcrce; 
at 1000 hcurs llT,the viclni ty cf WS9444~6t and enccuntered, small arms 
autcmatic-- woapcns' and .:t3"~40 rockot flre. ' Tho engagement ~n9~eas~d and"' 
was estimated to. lnvclvo a ccmpanys+zo.VC. fcrce lOCated ln closo'prc­
xlmity to. a watch toworc. Artillory·wasomplcyod. to. suppcrt YNMC , 
elem€lnts, Th€l 1st ocmpany,2nd Battalicn, VNMC"mcved to.'tho.viclnity 
WS945419, and at'1135 hcurs it fcunddccumQnts whichindi9sted that 
a VC Di str1 ct ccmpaD7 had planntld' 0.. mtlo,ting, noar- a PAGODAln tho 
area at 1200 ho.urs that same day. "Shcrtly'thereafter, ocmpany 1 en ... 
gaged and cverran a VC machlne gun pcsl t16n (WS935416), capturing the 
weapcnand reported a vcr ocmpany 'was' mcvlng '.east, lntne.v1cin1 ty o.f 
v16950414, alo.ng the RACHMICH toward the41""47thlnfantry •. Ccmpanies 
3 and 4 ccntlnutld tholr assault·:.a.g$lng.t;thiil-(ert~my'fcroe, andat,1440 
hcur roported tho enemy was'try1ng"to.'wlthdraw '€last. tcward blo.c-klng 
po.siticn cf the 4-47th Infantry • 

. (b) Tho 4-47th Infantry' had beached 'in ,'tnev~olni ty o.f 
WS963397 at 0820 ,hcurs,snd :swept north ',and, east ~l~~, the BACH &!. TU 
withcut slgniflcant co.ntacts, A and E:Ccmpanies encounter~d spcradlc­
small arms tlro at 1145 hcurs ln tho, vloinity cf W8968409,:'no.casual'"'! 
titls rosul ted, Ccntinul~l ts mcvement ',~_6 WS951428. 'E/4;..47t h':Infantry 
enccunt~od mo.derate ccntact.Qunships;andartl11ery're1nto.raed the 
company as it tlngagedan~ undetermln~ sl'ze .VC force.-e.onta:ctqcntinued, 
as the vcr emplcyed sniper arid ':8'-40' ro.cket f1ro agal.qst the a~vanolng 
oompall1. Thls tlngag€lment' devolcped' througho.ut thee,ven1ng resul tlng 
ln 19 VC KIA'. Ccmpany' E sustalntld o.ne ~r~:s,"" KHA and, throe'U.6, WHA. 
A and C' Ccmpanies ongagtlments were cfloSsE)r'duraticn and subSided 
ear11er. (Jcmpany A captured 2 Va. ln thtl viCini tyof WS955414. both 
were WIA'. Cc~pany C fcund thr. ~o vcr. KIA by artl11tlry .flros ip thE) vio-
inity o.f WS954415 ~',' ; ., ,'" .' '," ~ " 

f .,' ".' • 
.r ' ._' • ,'"', ' 

(0) The 3-47th I J;nfantry was emplcyod ina' sO~ies cf " 
beach' assaults and swoops prior to.' assaulting G1iEE)iBo~ches ,1. and' 2 
at 0835 hcurs. Upon boaching uno.pposod thtl ~ttallo.n'swept to. vi cin1 tJ. 
W6922409' and backlo.adtldcn ATCS. TheB'rlgade Ccmmandor crdered the 
battallcn- to. mo.ve to-,·~and. boach in- thE):-vlcfnity of' \'18926436.,' By::1215 
hcurs all ccmpail1es had bcaotled:' at' W89224J'l.;13' and .0" Companies mcved 
Ol;l.st to. o.bjtlctl vo ,8 (W89274J5) t 'whl1e, f. Companytompora l:'11y ,remained 
ln th€lv1clnity o.f tho bO(:lohlQsslto, "anCl:employed plato9n- slzo,pat. 
ro.ls alo.ng the' east bank •. At 1~9.7,\~bQqr~,.C,~c;~m:pJ\~ engaged 10. armod 
VC'mcvlng no.rth' to.ward "WS9~74:37.- Art1'llsrt f1"res wor€l also emplo.yed' 
ln the 'ar€la.· The ccmpany',swE)pt searchlng 'tho aroa~ "o.iuy to.' flnct: blco.d 
~talns. In the meantime ~cmpany Adl~pa~~he~ t~~ platoons to. patro.l 
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the~:wost: baillt of the r1v~r. ,jfuebatta11onwas ordered. to bao-kload on 
ATC's' ahd:relnsert 1n tlle 'v1.c1ri1 ty. ofvlS93841.0 to estabiish blocking 
pOS1 t10ns orl~nted:: north' in suppOrt of' the. VNMC. Be. tta110n and 4-47th 
Intant:rY ongagemEmts .. ·. Thebatta110nbeacned at 1655 hours and bogan 
1tsm01J'cment:'1;oestab11shl?locking pos1t1'ons~ . Company A w~s to move 
east~to)v1c1n!.tY·of;>;S95q410 and .establish contac-tw.ith A/4-47th 
Ihfant~.'qo#tpariy:~Bwas ~o' tie .1nwith,ACompa.:w\lllletflank and ex­
tend WE)st 'w1 th 'cr Company on thel.r right flank •. Enroute to its block-
1ng. pos1 t1o'n,."·A!J';'47th .Infantry f9und.two' VC WIA _ ~t. \vS945408. The VC 
were· latorquest1oned~·by-a··.JIO' .. · Cbanht:'~nd:~dentrflod as members: of the 
207th Bhtta11on~, At 2020 hours,tho'J-:37th Infantry occup1ed blocking 
pos1 t10ns as follows I A Company \'1S950410 west to WS947411, B· Company 
~rom"WS947411west to WS94J411,C- C"ompa,nyfrottl WS943411, west to 
WS939~11.. ." ", ~'" . ' " 

.. ' .. ;:~ .. (d) DU;~ng tho 2nd Battal1d.AJ .VNMc's e~agemfJnt, threo 
Navymen wero 'woundod whcnthelr flamethr(nlE:>r boat was hit by rocket 
,f1ro'N'.1c1n1ty of '~lS931419.,:Th,o boat wa.s ,mov1ng to prov1de firo sup ... 
POrt· ,to. tho Marines when 'a::!:r-4orocketstr~ tho Coxwa1n's flat. Tho 
enemyongagod tho boat from·!3- 'denso woddl1ne. Tho. 2nd Batta11on, VNMC 
continued ~ts cng'agomont'unt11 2235. bou.rs~,·, .Tho battalion. SUCCOE:ldod 
1n k1lling 13' 'VO t while !3~sts1nlng four m:,cn KHAtartd. ?~WRA.,; Close a1r 
support' 'co~s1st1ng of s~vcn ,airstrikcs ;:'a.ndtotaling~ 15 sorties, were 
omployed,insuppo~t of gro,und:. forces "l 24,500 lbs of- gcnc;;ral purpose 
bombs! and '14,000' lbs of na:paltn, , wcro del1vered on VC forces. At the 
end of tho day, 'tho ,gr,dund rot'ces and support1ng fires' accounted for 
46 VC KIA, . 

!. ~(4) DurIng the, early mor'n1ne; hours of 24 Apri;I.' the infantry 
batta110ns and 2nd Battalion, VNMC m~de sporadlc90ntact as the enemy 
attem'p.tCd to wIthdraw unde:r.t'flc cover of, d~rknos!3.·.E/4-47th ongaged 
an '-cstlm:attd plato'on s1ze foroe at' 0045. hours. 1n t.h.o vic1ni ty of 
WS95442:6:; . artillery supported the. cngagbtno~t •. A:t 011S hours elemonts 
of __ ,thcr:company observed,thE:r tnomy rctllov,1ng,'hls,:doad and woundod from 
the ba.ttlQt1cld. ,Tho batta110n sf,)archod. the area at. daybroak and 
found.·.f~vcVCKlA.' '~he~ 2rid.,VNUC swept.thbI·a.re~ of l'ts prcvi9us day 
con~c~.· 'Dut'irig its' sw~()p' qomp'any. 2 "rece1 ve~sm~ll arin'Sand automat1c: 
weaponS' f1.'rQ in ·thovfe:t.rp. t1"'of ,""a9l.k5'4t5'~', "'C6ritact 'dovolopoc1 briefly, 
rcsul tingri in' three: VC'KIAe.ndol'lQ ,weapori cap~ured I, one Marino was WHA, 
A/;.;;.47tb'Infantry·" also ktrled'three,.VC, ,who ~ere probing 1 ts night 
defenstve' pos1 t1on. .' , , '. ',., . . ': . . . . , . 

\ .. , . ", ~ 

. : r;-· (5) .' "Shortly;af1?ef.no:6n •. the two~¢'~ntrybattalions 'an9- VNMC 
battal'1on back1oadc'd. on'ATCs'arid returnectto the MRS at DQng'l'am. The 
two day operation suc'ceed£)d' fn 'destroy1ng a s1gnificant number of en .. 
emy forcoSi VC' activ1t1es with1n GIAO DU~Distr1ct were disrupted and 
the- oner4y~s'ijffe.~6d 61 VCKIAs., .,Allied.loseswerEl one U.S •. KHAt six 
U.S, WHAt throb USN WHA, f'ourVNMc-ltHAand 27 VNMC WHA, 

, . ~ , 

, g,,21thrti30Aprlll' 
" • _ : ", l'- .• '..: •. ,1': f 

" (1)' The' MRir conttnucd'oporat1~ns '1n DIN"d TRUONG Province on 
27 Apr1l l.n accordanc~ w1thOPORD 41-68, Tho 2nd Battal1on, VNMC and 
the Infantr'y Batta110ns 1ni t1ated ,reconna1ssance-1n ... forcEJ opcr~tions 
to' 'lo'oai;e'and;:dcstl'oy clements of ,the 514th ~.' ~tte.11on and Cal LAY 
DUD t'. ,The: ,CA.MSON aroa'of DI~ 'TUONG -,Provinoe. had. been a contcr of 
signif1.oan~yC act1 v,1 ty . ~U:rl·.ng .the mon,thof,~prilt J-l.nun1dcnt1~1E:ld 
unit of ·200 troops conSistently camped. along. both .sides of, tho BA 

. fu~I R1"Qr.' . In add1 t10n ,cietncnts of the 514th MF. Ba~talionfrpqucntlY 
fllovcd'trom: thO.' ~, LON~,a~pa to XU"ill SON (XS1942.) and LONG' TRUONG . 
(XS2241) v111agcs," Ind1'cat1ons were' that the enemy was using the B.. .. 
arloI H1 v~r 8$ e. l1ne . ~~, cOJ11lIlun1catlon. to transport suppl1es and mun1.,. , 
t1ona:;: The troo lino betwcen. tho two XOM TROM RON Hamlets (XS1947) 
was knb~nto bf.J a:.vc base ,~rea; and cacho si to, 

o .... (" , \ • I' . _ ~ " ~ '" ...• ..:. " ':', \" ~. ~~. ~;. ~.'\ ,,~. ,~'~ -......:.~ , 

, . '" ,{ 2}' Tho conccpt--f'o:r "tho 1nl tial phase of the oporat1on was to 
establ1sh aFSa at XS16440)'W1th one Infantry Company and the J-34th 

s;:.p f1:;Q \<tl'1N -::=-:-* f.s 
, .-

, = .f 

t /7' (;::;1 ' ,. A '-r_'U,~'r:··1-,' 
'J_L. Li:> \'/'., "I. o-J"'j,l ... 
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Artillery Battalion; the battalion was to be LBF not later than 0700 
hours, ~t 0800 hours the 4-47th Infantry (-)and 2nd Battalion, VNMC 
,would conduct beach as saul ts at XS159486 and XS192417 respectively, 
The two battalions would then sweep on converging axis of advance with 
thE) MCH Ba liAI as their boundarY~ The 3-47th Infantry would deploy 
to the FSB f and r~main embarked until '0830 hours,' to pre pEtre . for employ... 
ment against the posSlbl1i tt;r,. of a severe riverine ambush or sign- , 
ificant contact by the other battalions upon beaching, If not commit­
ted the battalion would then assault beaches on the north shore of tho 
TIEN GIANG and conduct sweeps para.llel . to the ri vor'. 

(3) The operation commenoed .. at 0115 hours with the 3-34th 
Artillery (-) and A/3-47th Infantry deploying to establish FSB BALZAC 
at XS163404; the battalion (-) arrived at 0515 hours, and B and C 
Batteries were laid ready to fire at 0535 hours, The 2nd Battalion, 
VNMC departed DONG TAM. by riverine movement and at 0510 hours made 
beach assaults on RED Beaches 1 and 2 Vicinity of XS213418 and XS2144~ 
respect1vely. The battal10n then swept nor~h along RJ~CH BA BAI with 
comnanios 1 and 2 proceeding companies 3 and 4, The 4~47th Infantry 
departed the MRB and inserted A and E Companies in the vicinity of 
XS158487, and C Company in tht: vicin1ty of XS161483J the battalion 
elements moved east. and then southeast in zone to vicinity of XS194455 
and XS194460, where they embarkqd ATCs and movoito XS202485 inserting 
at 1650 hours, Tho 3-47th Infantry (-) was employed as originally 
conce1ved; B, C and ·E Companies wero irlserted in the vicinity of ' 
XS226431 and conducted 'sweeps parE).lIellng the rivor, Throughout the 
day no1t.her of the battalions ,encountered enemy contact or engagements, 
During the evening hours the ,battalions established.night defensivo 
pOSitions where they spent the night ,without inc1dont, 

(4) On the morning of 28 April, the'MRF oontinued operatiOns 
Within the provinoe extracting and reinserting the maneuver batta.lions. 
The 3-34th Artil19ry (-) departed FSB BilLUQ and established a new 
FSB, in the vicinity of XS305395. At 0727 hours, tho 3-47th Infantry 
(-) backlondcd on ATCs, deployed to the ViCinity of X8226429, and em­
ployod E Company on tho south bank, and H and C Companies on the north­
ern bank, Tho only inoident associatod, with the b.e~ching was at 0904 
hours When the battal[o~n' s command andoommunicatfon- :boat was ongaged 
with rocket and small arms fire, The ambush occurred aftor tho col­
umn of assa.ult boats oleared the R.: .. CH Tfu. T" .. N and was on the SONGu 
N.t~ THON. The rear elemonts of the 001 umn wore engaged J" onE) ATC was 
struck With a H-40 rocket resulting in no sign1fic~ntdamago to the 
boat. One Navy creWll1an of an ASPB' received minor wounds as ,the enomy's 
fire was quickly suppressed, The 3-47th Infantry elements oonduated 
their sweep operations without any significant engagements, B/3-47th' 
Infantry sustained three mon wounded by booby traps during the-day; 
E/3-47th Infantry reoeivcdeight rounds of small arms fire in tho vic­
inity of XS275413; artillery fires 1'10re E)mployed with unknown results. 

(5) The 4-47th Infantry departed, ,i ts night location and. move 
to the vicinity of XS20Z480 where it backloaded on ATCs. ,The battalion 
was rainser,ted, employing A, C' and E compam. 'as resp~otively at XS3564 
42, XS356443 and XS355444, . Enroute to the. beaching' sit,e,s, the assault 
craft and riverine o.olumn wore ambushed at 1130 hours in' the vicinity 
of XS330414 with B~40 rocket and automatio weapons firo just as they 
began moving north up the SONG RAI.· At least fiTe B-40 rookets hit 
tho assault SUp1)Ort boats and ATCs, five of the craft rt:lce1 ved moder­
ate damage and 11 Crt:lWIDen sustained wounds. Employing its organic 
",!eapons and flame boat, the assault support boats suppressed the en­
emy f1ros. The 4-47th Infantry completed its beach assaults at- 1358 
hours and initiated reconnaissance in foroe operations. The battalion 
had no significant 'contacts or engagements; howover two Vc. suspeots 
were apprehended. A/4-47th Infantry apprehended one male in the vio­
inity of XS350441 who had in h1s posseSSion' a chioom carbino, VC un­
iform, documents and fpyr B.-40 rounds, :Another ;deWnoewa.s apprehend­
ed in tho same area; ho was 70 years of age, woro a pistol bolt and 
carried two chicom grenades, Later during tho day Company ~ Sighted 
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a- ve squad in tho vioini ty of' XS32449 t a~till(Jry fircs wC,ro omployod 
in tho area with unknown resul,ts. The battalion established its, 
n1ght defensi veposi tions Without' further incident •. 

(6), The ~nd ffattalion, VNMC" was also reinserted during the 
mc;>rning.' .The battal1:onwas employed in the vioinity of· XSJ004)2, and. 
swept northeast Wi·thout incident to XS292446 where'i t .established 
night poSitions.': ' . . ., 

. " (7) On 29 Apr11.- Ithc '..:.4?thltlfantry'was· extraoted from the, 
Vicinity of its night. location, and conducted a r1verinemovement to 
vicin1·tyXS219J98 beaching at 0900 hours ·unopposed..All clcments. 
swept north in the AO. At. 1122 hours, vicinity XS23J447" Compan.y E 
engaged fourVcr1n light khaki Uniforms With AK-47st This was tho 
only battalion contactdurtng thc day, The 3-47th Infantry, at 1745 
hou~s, bccamc OPCON,to the ,1st Brigade,movcd to highway 20 and travcl­
cd by truck to FSB.MOORE to, provide,soourity, N1ght dcfonsivc posi­
tions wo~e ostablished and night patrols and ambushos oonduoted, The 
4-;47thInf'antry .oockloadod in the vicinity ofXS3244.54.at 074.5 hours 
al'ld concl\ictcd a ri verino movomoht to boachosin tho vi oin1 ty of' 
XS33J453, 'lal'lding with no contact. Elements swapt north, thcn south­
cast with no contact or signifi cant resu! ts. Thc battalion cstablish­
od night defensivc positions in the vicinity of XSJ.58444. ~e 2nd 
Battalion, VNMC conducted clover~eaf type patrols from its night 
locations, Elom(lnts· swcptnorth to tho vicinity of XS294445 •. thcn 
south·to,the vicinity X:SJ07431 where thoy backloadod ATCs and returned 
to DONG' TAM,: closing at 1630 hours. 

'(8)' On 30 April,thc 4-47th Infantry embarked ATCs in the 
Vicini ty, of 1 ts ni'ght defensivo positions, and was inseriJcd in the 
vicinity of XS36742.5. The battalion swept west in tho AO. At 0930 ' 
hours C'ompany A in the vicini ty of'" XS34J421, was tJngagcd with automatic 
weapons f1re from' atren line. Artillery and airstrikes were omploycd 
1n' thc. arca. 'The· company searched tho aroa andapprohended 2 males" 
six: ',bol t ,aotionchicom' .r1fles and d.ocuments, in a pagoda. At 1220~ hours 
1n tho vicin1 ty of XS4J1417, Company A oncountcrcd a booby" trapped" 
(Command dotoMtod o;...trip,,!'\~reJ-;:~,g:lfl-~<¥"~\ type, pl.1~ resu! ting in one­
U,S. KliA and throo U.S. WHA. The b1ltta,lion continued 1 ts sweep south 
to an .oxtraction point vicinity XSJ33411 whcre th(JY backloaded ATCs 
and returned to thc MRB at 1600 hours. During the four day oporation 
the MRF sustalncd ono U.S. KHA, sovon' U,S, WHA and 13 USN WHA. Enomy 
losses oonsisted of €light weapons capturod, 290 bunkers dcstroyed, 25 
booby traps and: onc' sampan-destroyed. A total of' .38 detainees were 
a pprohondod" ' 

h. 1 thru :3 May 1968& 

(1) on 1 May,~tho MRF initiated an intcrmedif:lte operation 
whi chwas' limited in s,cope. Elements of the 3-47th Infantry were task­
ed to be the 9th Infantry Division's RRF, and to conduct local patrolS 
in defb:nse of, the MRB,. which was anchored in the vicini ty of. Dong Tam. 
The 4 ... ,47th Infantry employo~i.. B Co'mpany in defense of tho, MRB. . 
ff/4 .... 47th Infan~rysustained' one. U,S. WHA as a resu! t of ,a. grenade booby 
trap in the vioin1ty Q-r XS40J423. No encmy contacts or engagcments 
oceurred during the un1 ts t operations. The only engagcmont ocourred 
earlier in the day whon ships of'the 'MRB' were engaged with roakot and 
mortar, ,fire. 'Dho enomyls attaok was launched' inconjunotion with his 
mortar' and rooket attaok on Dong Tam Hase betwcon 0200 and 0238 hours, 
An estimated 25 rounds were employed against ships of tho JtB.B. How_~ 

: -"cvor-.. not one' of the ships or- Naval 'support boats were hit. Dong Tam 
I Baso susta1ned six casualties ~om 120mm mortar and 7.5mm recoilloss 
: rlflo .fire, In ooordination with theTOC at Dong Tam Baso, the Naval 
I support boats and 3-34th Artillery ongagcd suspooted cnemy posltions 
I ln'thc vicinity of XS418399 and xs407400. 
l 12) During t1io'-d.iiY:'\·pl'ang~woref'fOhnu1l~:e~d'·'bY the MBP and 2nd 

Battalion, VNMcr for a new oporation in GIONG,TROM Distriot, KIEN HCA 
Provinoo. Thc target solectod was tho ,16th and 650th LF battalions, 

n::;I.lIC'~\""'''-f1 
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'l!his operation would be, conduQ'ted in acC'Ord~na(J with OPOM 42..;.68, 
effective 020001 May, 

(~) The MRF continued offensive operations on th(J early mo~ 
ning of' 2 May 68, c-oncurrently wi thth(J deploym()nt of the maneuver 
battalions, a thirteen'man patrol ,from H/3-47th Infantry was to be • 
extracted from the south bank of the MRff. Tho patrol was employed on 
the previous day to establish an ambush along a oonfirmed route fre­
quently used by the,'VC, ']he o~raction was ini tiated at 0145 hours, 
when momb()rs of' the patrol withqrew from their ambush location to em­
bark an assault support:.pa;t:r-ol.''ooat,- \ 'DUzti'ng'·the "'embarkati9n, the pat;.. 
rol was engaged with small arms ~ire •. Tho ongagement occurrod as th~ 
men W(Jre wading in walst deep water wh,ich was poS./?essing a strong our­
rent, Bight of the 13 men succeedod in climbing.ove;r'1;;he port s.ide· of 
the boat'. The remaining fiv.c men had .difficulty1n·~eaching the. boatt 
as it was moving away from the shore, subsoquently,·the·mQt;t drowned, 
B/3-47th Infantry was tasked to soarch the area ~t daybreak to'locato 
tho five mon in hopos that they wero allvo on tho shore. It was not 
aortain what their exe;ct status was at ",that t1me~ 1!}:le. body ·of ono 
man was located during the initial .s(Ja:r;-ch, . -! 

(a) Slmultan(Jously, th~ 4-47th Infantry. 'and 2nd Ha.ttalion 
VNMC departed the MRB" conducting a riverine.movement to the AO. Tho. 
4-47th Infantry (-) employed B C and E Companies ·in beach assaults 
in tho vicinity of 4S5527. E/4-47:tih ·lnfantry, encountered sniper: f'iro 
while beaahingr no c~sualties resulted. The 4M47th Infantry initiated 
recon -in-foroe operations southwest in zone to the vicinity of XS55 
7252 and ,XS 546353 whe;rethe oompaniEjS were, employed in night dQfensi ve 
positions. The 2nd Battalion, VNMa assaulted beaches in the vicinity 
of XS5925. 'The battalion-moyedwest and northwest 1n zone •. Later dur­
ing the day, the battalion established night dofon~iv~ .positions em­
p19ying its companies in the vicinity ofXS5.26253. No significant 
crontacts or engagements were encountered thro,ughout the,day,. 

(b) The '3-47th Infant~ (-) departc~ the Maa'at 0136 
hours, conducting a riverine movcmept to the Acr. " .Tho battalion ar­
mved' at FSa KENMAN at 0615 hours' •. A/3-47th Infantry offloaded and 
established a PZ in the vicinity. of the FB.I£, .. , TiJ;(J., battalion ( -) com_n­
eed its air as saul t(-at"1107'" hou~ 't'6\an LZ ln~:tho vicinity of XS5683 
32. Company. C' proceeded Company E Which was followed by eom~ny As 
the airlift was completed at ·1146 hours'i The cc;>mpanies Ploved north 
and established blocking positions. During' the evening, the 3-47th 
Infantry moved to tho vicinity of XS555240 and established night de­
fensive positions, Tho battalion was resupplied, and at 1843 hours 
sottled inpo$ittons • 

. (4) Throughout the night, the battalions manned thoir def~ 
sivc poSitions without incident. Oh the mor~1ng of 3 May, the bat­
talions continued reoonnaissance in. force oporations, The 3-47th 
Infantry initiated its operatiOns, moving west toward the vicinity of 
XS5452B6. The battalion did not oncounter any signlficantcontacts 
of ongagemonts,: and subsequently moved to a backloading site in the 
Vicini ty of' XS530224, woore i,.t was later extracted and returned to 
the MRH. The 4-47th Infantry. ~oved .. sou~hw:os.t ,from 1 ts night positions 
to the vicinity of XS530224 •. Company Ewas the, only .. element· o!"tha 
battalion to enoounter an engagoment, The company was briefly.engaged 
with automatic weapon fl.r(Jwhile moving no:t'th .of. XS545246. ····Artillery 
was employed on suspeoted enemy po.sitionsWith.unknown rQSults.'lllie 
battalion oontinued its movement to XS30284 it was extracted and re .. 
turnodto the MRH. The only other engagement that occUrred during 
the day involved the 2nd Ha ttalion, VNMC whi.ch ·.hEid moved, 'nor.thwest ' 
from its night defensive positions. Elements of the _battalionloaated 
a company size VCbase camp at'- vicinity of XS571258. Upon ontering 
tho area, threo va were engaged resulting in 1 VC.KIA, The battalion 
was extr.aoted from the area and relnserted, in the vicinity of XS483297 
where it spent tho ni,ght... ~e ~wo d!!y" 9l>e~~ip\X,~sulted in five' 
U,S, KNHA and one U.S, vlHA\I Enem:~losE:ls'c6rls'1sted of" one VC KIA, 11 
bunkers destroyod, and 38 suspect~ detained. 

r 
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i • . 4 'thru6 May 1968i, 
, . 

. During the period. 4 thru' 6' May, the'MBF init:iated limited pat-
rol operations 1n the Dong Tam area. The lvIRF. departed Ben Tre on the 
morning of4 May and, arrived.: at· Dong Tam assuming a ready reaqtion 
posture for oommi,tment· in-the MY THO and/or SAIGON area, On 5 May, 
a survey was conduoted of RY/p~ outposts in CAl ~ District to deter­
~in.o tho extent of damage resulting from V(J attacks dur1ng the pl.'Ovious 
riight. A/4-47th :I-?!~ntry a~ A/3~J!t~~ Artill,er¥, were r-esp€lcti vely de­
ployed to vi cini ty' of XS14346!..and XS136424 to'reinf'orce CAl. BE Dis­
triet~· Thoromaind6lr:oftho B"l:'igade.ts elements conduotod limitod~· pat­
rol operatio~. in the vicinity, of the MRB', and were maintained· in a 
ready reaotionposturefor further commi tmenti, 

. ..' - # 

:. J 

. j. 7 thru, 11 May 1968. 

. (1) On.'7!'Hay, operations' were initiated in GIO DUC District, 
DINH TUONG Provineo to loeateanddestroy rear service elements of the 
vcr MRII.Hcadquartcrs,502nd ProVe Mob1le Battalion and local guorr1i~ 
operating thE:ire1n~' The operation as originally. conceivod was mod1fied 
when tho Brigade was tasked to doplpy one rifle company to reinforoo. 
Dong Tam Baso, and. two rifle compa~es and an artillery battery to '. 
reinforaotho Se,n. Tre (jarrison. '. ., 

.' . '. (9:) . The opE)~atlorr, commonoed in ·accordanoo', to oPORIl 43-68 
as tho MRS deployodfrom Dong Tam to an anchorage point in tho v10inity 
of'VINH LONG •. ThE:l. 4w47th Infantry and 2nd Battalion,' VNMC ooriductod 
a rivorine movomentearlior,from the MRB to make beach landing assaults 
inAcrs lilLERand, 'WILSON r.QspElotlvOly. Tho 4";'47th Infantry E:lmployod 

<113', cr' and E (Jompanies at 0830 hours on B~UE Bbac~ in' tho vicini1;y of 
XS939414.· Upon b(laohing unopposed the battalion (-, ·.mov(ld throughout­
the; AO raconnlng-in-t'broe. Tho 2nd Battalion" ,VNMC made ooach assault 
land1ngs on RED'Boaoh(ls ln the viCinity of WS9274S2, afterwhich tho 
battalion conducted Dagle float op€)re.,tiona botw(lcn WS9J1406 and WS9174 
16. The 3-47th Int;aritry was not employed until'lJ20.hours, ~t wh1ch 
timE:l, 'i t boa"chod In thE:l ·vicini ty of WS939398 toos.tablish blocklng 
positions.. Nol thE)r'...Q( 1?11~ . th;t'QA 't>attS\1.i(.)ns~ncountorod any contacts' 
or ongagemE:lnts. During, th(l mor:n1ng ono vcr POW was c.apturodand 10" .. 
dE)tainoos- apprehorlded" one ,'ohiaom .earblnowas 13.1'90 oapturE:ld with onE), 
of tho dotninoos" ,~. '. . , ' . 

, (b) ',The operation teninO-tod (larly .in the aftol'l1Oon when 
the Brigade' Was d1reoted to deploy its for.ces· in reaotion to the do­
voloping 81 tuat~onand, enE:lmy threat tn the Ben Tro Area. At 1420 hoUl'S, 
:Bl/3-47th Infant'1."Y e~barkod ATCS, and moved to Dong~am' the oompany was 
placod OPCON to' Task ForcE:l Funston. A and E/3-47th Infantry ombarked I 

ATCsand roturned. ,to the MRB' 1n, proparat1.on for subsequont op€)rat10ns ' 
to roinforco tho 'Bon Tro Garrison. C/~-J4t'h Ar,tillorl oonductod an 
airlift. to, the~ Vi,cln1tY.of. VI.NH LONG to supportthoBBN THE Garrlson, 
The 4-47th Infantry wi thd1."oW from thE:l~ 1\.0 aOO roturned, to thE:l MRB 
closIng at' l,?lS,hOtil"s. '. Tho 2nd Battalio,n, ~C conoludedlts oporation 
am propa;red, fo'i','deploymont, to ,m.;N TEE •. Durlng tho- evoning the M1l.F 
prepared' plans to redeploy, the MREf to a·MY THO, anohorago and employ 
the 4-47th and 2nd Batt~11on" VNMC to ro1nforce frlendly clements in' 
the BEN ~BE area t:tla~wol;'o und~r atta·oX. :A.pproximatoly 1941 hours, 
A and E/3-47th In1'a.ntri(rotamt?nood~ e. .xi vor1ne mowmant, ~o BEN THE J 
howevcr~ ; at '23pO hours': tho companios wE:lro tE:l.skQd· not" to prooE:led to' 
!enTre" but. to"ooach,at tho FSB ostablishod in the v~cinitY' of xs48 
6264 and ~woop'.west, to 'tho· tr()olino, s~~ring the beaching aroa, . , ' 

.' ; ..• (2)" Tho. Moblle Hi verine F~rC1) displaced from tho vlc1ni ty of' 
Vinh Long to t;upport a~ rOinforco'7thARVN E:llE:lments that woro in 
heaVy conta.ct northoast of Bon Tre. Tho 2nd Battalion, VNMC dopa.rtod 
tho MRB at 0342 hours and ma.de b(lach la.nding assaults on RED Boachos 
1n' ~hE:l v~cini ty of Xs..s7138l.J.. T~ ba-ttalion CGlndu,o.tvd rooon, -in-foroe 
operations, and oncountered sporadIc snfpo.rf1ro latcr in tho ovening. 
No Significant contacts developed dur1ng the day, and tho battalion 
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establish night .defensi ve posi tions.in the vicini ty of. XS544.35.3 and 
XS 5:54.34$. . . . 

,. 

(a) At 0845 hours, C and E/4 .. 47th Infantry conducted 
beach assaults on BLUE:Seachcs , vicinity of XS577.34.3, Upon landing . 
Wi thout incid,.ent, CompatlY cr swept west along' the canal, Company E 
swept concurrently with Company C moving to ·i ts south, B/4-47th Inf'- • 
entry, was inserted behind Company E and moved· southwest in zone, Dur­
ing ~ ts ~weep C/4-47th Infantry apprehended 0. va suspect who stated a 
va fotero was monngrwest. in:. the' AD. Tho deta.inGc' was ovncuatcd to 
the battalion's CCBjwhore ho attempted to escape by jumping into the 
river. Concussiorr~enades were employed in the Vicinity where tho 
VC SUspect jumped, 'resUlting in one VC KIA, Tho. ~ttalion continued 
to reaon -in-force Without further incident until 1.3.30 hours, at which 
time c/4-.47th Infantry', after having embarked, AT as , crossed. tile SONG,; 
sa LAI, and inserted Qn the north bank in tho vioinity of,XS556.352, 
Company C and Naval assault craft worc,engaged.with small arms, autO'­
matic'weapons and B-40 rocket fire from tho boach in the' vicinity of 
XS55J365. During this. (15 m1'n) engagemont two ABPBs: and twomoni tors 
woro hit resulting in s1x' U,S, WHA. C/4-47th·InfantrY·requestc4 an . 
airstrikeon 20 va observodmoving in the vicinity·of XS55036Slthc 
strike was employed, To exploit'the ambush.activity andairstrike,. 
B"' and E ;C-ompanies were inserted in' the area of' contact.· "Company E 
backloaded and be.ached in the vicinity XS551.36.3 at 1420 hours, after 
which H Company backloadod and beached in the vicin1ty of' C/4~~7th 
Infantry at 1455 hours. During a sE.iarch of;thc airstrike area, Comparv 
C foum one VC IaA, h!o B-40 rocket launchers, six ,7Smm:csnnis'Cel'S 
(pack howitzer) , .and eight empty :a--40 rocket .containers i:nthc vicin1ty 
of XS545366. At 1440 hours t~'lO Naval~ssault craft. wore ambushed in 
tho samo vicin1ty where the first ambush occurred,' One ,monitor and a 
flamethrower boat were engaged With small arms; 'automat1:c:and, n .. 40 ' 
rockot fire J four USN wore WHAas theas'saul t support craft quickly 
suppressed tho onomy fire, .A:s tho 4-47th Infnntr;y (-) oontinued 1 ts 
swoop of tho area, it oncounterod ,sporadic- snipor ,andautomatia weapon 
fire. Artillery was employed. in support of the battalion. ·The 4-47tq 
Infantry lator established night defonsi ve pos1 tions .. in tho. vicinity 
of XS ,544.3 6.3 ,. :. " . . 

, ..... _".. ~ ~"... ..' ~' .~.'. '\-. ... 
(b) The .3 ... 47th Infantry (""') departed theFsa (vicinity' 

XS486264) at 0720 hours and moved to another FSB (LONE) located in the 
v1cinity of XS513J10,. near BDn Tre and remained there until 0930. A 
PZ was established in the area of xs487260 by A and. E 'Companies after 
rodeploying by ATe to that location, The two companies were airlifted 
a~ 10.30 hours to a LZ in tho vicinity'of XS,567.37.3, north o~ Ban Tre. 
Tho air assault was oomploted at 1116 hours' and both oompanies swoptt . 
toward objectives in tho vicinity of XS560395, XS567JS9, XS549395 and 
XSS51.395. If/.3-47th Infantry remained DPCON to Tpt Funston at Dong Ta.m 
during tho day, and C/J-47th Infa.ntry was inserte.d at 1145 hours in 
the vicin1ty of XS584405 to conduct patrols near thf) MBB. Tho only 
Significant .3/47th ongagomEJnt,during tho.dayoccurrcd at 1720 hours 
whon Company E cngagod two VC at viainity of XS,541.388 resul,ting in 
one VC KIA and one POW. ,Tho battal'ion employed-A and a Companies in 
night defensive .positions at 18.35 hours ip-, theviq1n1ty of XSS41.388. 

(.3) 9 May 1968. 

(a) Tho two 1nfantry battaliOns oont1nuod operat1ons in' 
the AO sweep1ng north of Ben Trot wh11e the 2nd Batta11on, VNMC ox­
traotod ~rom tho AO and d~ployed to MY,Tho as directed by Chief, 
JeofS, VNMC. The .3-47th Infantry encountered light contact during 
its operation throughout .tho day. Earlier in tho day t sovcral groups 
of VC were observed moving in the Viainltyof XS519.392 by the 3-47th -
Infantry Battalion Commander. Tho battalion'sfirst.ongagomont 00-
currod at 0923 hours when A and E' Companies wore ongagcd with t'nipcr­
n:re at XSSJ740.3. A/3-47th Infantry was ,engaged w~thsmall arms f"1re 
f'rom its-rear in the ftctnit.y,of'-XS527408;· ,The cempany omployed a 
stay-behind patrol attompting to destroy tho snipors. Tho twocompan­
ios' continued beyond tho vicinity of XS521412 without inCident,. and-
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the'stay-beh1nd patroljolned 1 ts ,oompa~ •. At 1400 hours the tw'a 
... companies were engaged wl thautomatlC' weapons f1re whlle crosslng a 

br1dge in: the vicinity of XS514416., One U.S, KHA and fiveWHA resulted 
from the engagEJment. Artillery· was employed throughout the area on 

. suspeoted enemy positlons, After the wounded and fatality were eva~~ 
uatad-. the oompaniSs moved to the vi eini ty of XS48'?413 and es tablisned 
nlgl:lt dafe-nsive, posltlons. Ambush patrols were employed throughout' 
the night defensive posl tions,· . 

. . ., 

(b), 'During: ~he "day,; tlre '~47th ]ri1'arttry conducted eagle 
float operations. Initially tho battal1on'searched tho area of its 
night 'location' and tho area where airstrikes were employoA theprov1ous 
daYi' B/4-4?thInfantry locate~ eight 75mm ,rounds some 30 meters from 
its, night dofensi va position. C-ompa'ny aloca ted a ,7 5mmreooilless . 
rif~o bipod, documents andclotbdng •. A UDrough searoh of both ar~as 
r01r.Elaled a· c~:>nsidorablo quan1 ty of ammunition and oquipment. ,The 

. battalion wasextraoteAby ATe 'and r01nserted,· omploying a and E c,om:pn-
1es., irrtho vicini tyof XS515J74 . and C aompany XBS2JJ74. Company B 
engaged' two~ vc in the .v1:c1hi ty of XS50S3.82,J ono VC was killed and his 
weapo,rr (a ':I;hompson SMG) ,was oaptured. Trio battal10n oontinued to 
recm1rospora.dio' sn1per and "automatioweapon 'f1re . throughout thE) after­
noon •. Latcri~thc,evcning. the battalion' established n1ght ~efensive 
posl t,i,ons in the vlcinity of 'XS487382. 

(4) . 'On 10 May, the lnfantry, battalions. continued operations 
north wost ofHon Tre •. · ~ . . , . . . . ' 

(ar The 4-47thInfantry succeE.:dod in pstablish1ng sign-
1flcant contact Wh1ch commenced at 0824 hours, when B/4-4?th Infantry 

• encountere~,l"lght. automatlc wea1;)ons flre from tho vicin1 ty of XS488J8.5t 
. As <the pompany :maneuvered aga1nst tho fire it wfls Subjeotocl' to harass­

lng snlper ·f.1res.· CompanY B located a vcr force. ontrehohod ln bunkers, 
lnthe, viclnity XS472J95. and requestodan airstrlko to support, its 
movcmon1:t agalnst the bunlrors. An a1:rstrlko was employed on the. area, 
a.nd the firo was supprossed momontarily. As H' a.nd E Compan1es contin­
ued to. advanoot thoenpmy's firos from' tho bunke~s ·lntcnsif1od~ Another 
airstrike was requElsted for the. targeJ~,:· .. ~rQa .. ·· Prl,ox .to thea1rstrlko, 
a OS ~tr1ke, was emplaYC"d,'''1'n'·,t)1o, a.ica.: 'at "l~~O hOUrs" ., Tho aIrst'riko 
im:aiediatoly.folaowo'~ and w'as completed. at 1520 hours •. Durlng that 
period, B (J'o~pany Bustained one U.S, KHA and twoWHAs while kil11ng 
two ve, E Company casualt1es were thrOb WHA, and C Company had killed. 
one va. As the -battalion: continued to movo' against the enemy, 'contact 
lncreased· wi t,h what w.as ponsldercd an cs.timated VC Company, Automatic:: 
weapons, . small; arms a:nd :s-4o' rockot', f1ro were omplpyod ,against the 
advancing, f'orces.' Artll1ery::f1res, were employed throughout tho o.rOD. 
of XS4?3398 whero c-ontaotwlls ropor.ted as being tho heaViest. Eloments 
of' C p-ompnny wore p1nned~own' by tho B;.40 roc-kot firo. As the engago­
monts.,corttlnuod lnto the· evonlng, .olcmehts of the battalion l'wro fre­
quently· p1nned'dowll; by rockot and automatl0 woapons f1ro. ~ enemy· 
f"orco was oonsidored to 'be at ·loast two compai11osor on~ rolnforoed ' 
company. Approxlmately 1940· hours tho enemy broke ,oontact.. The 4-47th 
establishod nlght defensl ve posl tions ln tho v1qi~ ty of. XS471395. 'mlo 
battalion, sustainc'd;, ono KHA and 15 WHAs froe., the~ erigag~ments. six VC 
wore accounted for. . .' .~.. " 

, ,'. '(b) :.~The -3-47th Infantry (-) orlglnally swopt west from 
1 ts il1ght· defensivo posi t~ons. One Company was .tasked to searen ~r' 

,a' atincoalcd mlU)1.t1ons· ca:che In the vicinity of ;XS~80413. The battalion 
G.ncountered '.sporad'1c small, ams f1ro durlng the mornillg ~l"O!:l xs471395, 

• At 1430 ,hoursthebattallorr(~l· !:loved south to rolnforoetho '4-4?th 
Ihfantry In.1 ts contaot:e\041/3-47th Infantry· ,was employed 1n a blocklng 
positlon 'ln the;v1cln1tYOfXS480412,. and E/~4?,th Infantry Dovod to 
establ1sh a blook1ngpos1 tlon at .xs465401. ii./3~7th Inf'a.ntry diS., .. 
placod froD ltsblock1ng poslt1on and moved to tho vloln1ty of xs46 
540t_ who.f{) 1 t cstabl1~11...£d.,.-. ~l.R..c!.tl~ ~.Pf)f~1..t\q~\ Wt~1t Jt-qoopany. The two 
compan1es encountered no slgn1f1aartt- oontaots· aur1hg tho own1ng. 
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(5) The operation concluded on 11 May after the two infantry 
battalions conducted local sweeps, 

(a) The ~47th Infantry searchod the tree 11ne from 
whieh 1t was engaged the provious day; numorous documents and equip­
ment was found~ Prior to its swoop oporations, oleme,ntsof tho bat­
talion roportod sporadic ongagomon,t during the early morning 'hours. , 
At' 0205 hours, Hand C" C"ompanies roooi'VEJd small arms arui' automat10 
Weapons' fire in their porimeter. TWenty minutes later, enemy firing 
'POsi t10ns wI thin a tree line 250 moters from tho aompany's position" 
were observed, artillery fires were employed Inthearoa re1nForaing 
It and a Companies 'fires, Two soldiers were wounded ,when the enemy 
omployed grenades agaInst the dottmsi ve positions. At day light ,a 
searah of tho arE:la revoaled 8I:b'~ViC" KIA, ammuni tidmt equipment, several 
trails w1 th blood stains leading wost in tho vicinity of XS.469397,· 
bunkers, machino gun and mortar positions. 'llJ1c .batta.110n moved to 
XS435411, ombarked ATCs . and returned to ,the MRB. Tho 3 ... 47th Infantry 
(-) oncountorod no incidents during tho night [1 e.::1.d oOI!Wlonaod its opor­
ation moving wost of 1 ts night dofena1 vo locathl!:"lo Tho two compan1OS 
(A and E) \ subsoquently swo'pt north to tho My Tho ri vor (XS453412) 
whero they embarked ATCs and returned to.the ~ . 

. .' 
(b) When the ,five day operati9n terminatod, .the ~ 

had sustained two U,S. KHA; one VNMC KHA,twq U.S, .KNlI4 and 41 U,S .. ' 
WHA, Enemy losses oonsisted of 21 VC KIA. one POW, 43dotainoes, $ix' 
woapons, ono B-40 roqkot launchor, 131bunkorsdestroyed, andnumorous 
amounts of ammunition, supplies and equipment Qaptured, ' lVC acti vi tiQS 
within thQ provinoo wore disrupted, and tho ~rovinoQ Ga:t!ital of Ron 
Tre was no longer in immediato throatt, ' , 

k. 14 thru 16 May 19681 

(1) Aftor a brief period (2 days)'of proparation and planning 
thQ MRF continued offensive operations oU 14 May, OPOBD.44-68 was Im­
p1emented as concelved, with the 2nd Brigado conductlng riverlne ro­
connaisso.nce-ln-forco operations In DON WON an,d. MO CAY Di.stricts,1 
KIEN HOA Provlnco, The target selected was , th~, 516'thtVC'-,Ba.t~alion and 
local, guerrillas. ...,. ,.,"." 

(a) The in1tla1 phase of tho operatlon involved the 
early deployment of the 3-34th Artillery (132300 hours) from;Basc 
Clark to two FSBts (SMITH aND JONES) located on SONG ~MLUONG.. 0/3-34 
Artl11ery was employed at FSB~MITH, in the vicinity of XSJ94334, and 
was tRY at 0535 hours,A and B Batteries weroemployed at FSa-JONES 
in the viclnlty of Xs487266. Both manouver·batta110na initiated river­
Ino movement from the MBB to conduct beach assaUlts in AOts KENNEDY 
and MO ru~RTH, located approxlmately 10KM southwest of BDn TrQ, The 
3-47th Infantry (-) conducted beach landing assaults i:n ..1\0 .KENNEDY 
in the rtclni ty of XS433316 •. Simultaneously, E/3-47thJ Infantry do­
ployed wl th a rl Verine armored reconnaissance eloment (aABE) ,to eX'E)(l~ 
a fQlnt landlng 1n the viclni ty of XS363295 , aftor whioh the company 
rejoined its batta110n in the vicinity' of XS4J;1. The bcaoh assaults 
were comploted at 0830 hours wlthout Incidont, and thc' battallon 
began Its operatlons south west In zone, reconning in force with At C 
and B' Compnnios. Throughout the day no slgnifloant contaotwas en­
countered, However, 'several small ~roups of VC wore observed and ' 
engagod 1n tho vi c1n1 ty of XS425503, XS4J031l, and xs432326. earller In 
tho daYI the results of theso engagements wore not known. The batta­
lion continued 1 ts reconnalssanco in foroe operatlons 'until'1950 hours: 
at whlch tlme night defensl ve posi tlona woro ,estab,lished in, the vlC'-
inity of XS420286 and XS413287, "'.' ,.' ,;.. " 

. (b) The 4-47th Infantry (-) made beach landi.os q~saults 
in AO Me ~RTHY, after translting tho MO c.t~y, river. ThO battalion'(.) 
completed its landlng at 0814 hours 1n the vicinity'ot XS417243. 
C/4 .. 47th-Infantry 'remo.lned wl th tho MBB whl ch d1splaced f'rom DONG. TJ;~)I. 
to an aIrehorage off of' BEN THE. in tho v1cinity of Xs485285. ~o 

I 
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company (was emnloyed to" secure both the MRB a.nd FSB'.: The 4-47th In-, 
1hntry ,(~) ihl tlally oonducted reconnaissance in force ,operations 
no:r:thwest' in zone', _and lat:er moved northeast,. 10 ki:;Lometers southwest 

. of'BEN THE.' No slgni fl cant contacts 'occurred. however, several sign­
iflcant findings ,were made' which lncluded ammunitlons, equlpment, an 
abandon hospital and a VC Base Camp.B/4-47th Infantry accounted for 

, one' VC KIA:,. ln a: brief engagement at 1830. hours, ln the vicini ty of 
xs428261 •. ' The battalion, (~) oontlnued. 1 ts sweep to:, the" north wi thbut 
further inolden,t and,. established night defonsl ve,,, posl tlona 'in the vlc­
lnity ,of'XS431267' andXS414267., t'C/~47th :,Infaritry, whlle conductlng . 

,local patrols In-defense of the MR;B engaged' two VC andkl1led one.· An 
ambush patrol of E'Company sustalnedcne U.S. KEA ~t 2255 hours When 
a grenade was tossed into its posi t10n. ' 

""j '~ ". \..' : • I ~ •. 

(2) Durlrlg thEl'ii1ght nc1 thor 1nfantrybatta110n establlshed 
contact wl th the enemy ~ At 0545 hours E.ilem~)nts of A/J-47th Infantry 
engaged and killod6ne vcr ln a sampan 1n the vlo1nityofXS420287. 
Operat10ns wore shifted to4 kilometers southwost of,MO CAY on thE:>' 
morning ,of 15 ·May.':Th~:r 'J-47th Infantry and 4-4.7th InfantrJ" WorE:> alr-
11fted to LZs ln ·the:vlclnity o~ XS446165. ' , . 

. \. ~ • ~ . . ". • " ,. _ , ' .L 

, ' ' ' "(a) The 3.;..47th Infantry' (-), employed A, C and E, Companies 
ln :the AO 'on a LZ located in- the vicinity of, XS435160, The airlift 
was,complet£.ld, without' incldent"and, 'tho batta).lon commonoed. to rocon­
in-foroE). A/3-47th Infalftry ostablishedoontaot, a.t 0945. hours. while 
movIng In thE! vicIn1ty:· of xs443170. Tho enomy"foro£.l w~ omploY£.ld along 
a road leadlilg to ~he e~ty-of MO CAY" E/3-47th, Infantry' (movlng to tho 
rIght flank of A/3-47th Infantry) establishod oontact shortly th£.lro-­
aftor. Th£.l 1nitial estlmate of the situat10n was, that two squads of 
VC forceswereengaglng both elemE:>nts wlth automatio weapons" The 1n­
it1al.engagement occurred. after.th£.l polnt £.llement of-A/3 .... 47th Infantry 
crossed ,tho road:, The taotics employed by tho enemy. was to, porm1 t tho 
polnt olemElrttto 'advan~o cbeyond.;tho road:pr10r"to engagtns .. the maln­
element. He had.~oonstructed a sophistlcatedbunkor systom oonoath the 
road which ;waIJ :relnforoedby spIder holes 'on the north slde. The polnt 
element was engaged by VC from the sptder holes,. three U.S. were lmmed­
late ~W·HA.r," It 'was 'dl'ffleUl. t "for A/3-47th InfantrY:,~1:io lmmedlately re­
trieve 1 ts wound:ed, n A.s.,_.~hc, COlJl.pQn;r,; ad:vancod.; the enemy lntens1fled 
his f1-res . from the bunkers'. The,terraln between- tho road' and. LZ was 
pr1nc1pally 'open rloo 'pa<id1es.contaln1ng d1kos ~ne' foot· or loss 1n . ' 
he1ght. Oonsequently, the oncmy suoooedod·in slow1ng the'momentum of 
tho 3-47th Infantry's attack. . Company A began to'maneuver' southwost 
of the enemy posl tions/ and. E Company maneuvered: east of .the bunkers. 
At .approxlmately 110:'; hours, 'gunships wore employed ln,support of the 
ground forces. The llght f1l7E>team ~trafed the area north of the road 
W1th rockets and automatic weapons.'Tho.enemy,automatl0 weapon flres 
lncreasodand Snipers',woro ,omnloyod extens1vely,' The VC:force was now 
estlmatod:, to:'oo at'least a,.company, slze element. Tho 3-34th Artlllery 
acclf,rately,EJriga.ged the:~rEla~~nd momenta:r1lydeoreased the frequency of 
sniper. flres,·· 'The turhlng pOint of the ongagomont occurred when -alr­
str1kes:wore~employed~:Na~lnl employed on:the road eausE;ld,a few of the 
va leave 'the1rposltlons-':flee1ng toward :~ tree llne. Follow1ng the 
alrstrlkes. ·several'CS· istrlk~s ,wer.a: employed •. Through lts movement, was 
s11ghtly '~lmpa.lrea:'b~ ~au.tomatl0, weationa :.tire, _ thflbattal,lon obta1nod the:; 
lnitlatlve as It,'attacked. 'the, ,enemy, bunkers.' E/3-47th'Infantry report­
ed k1111ng,·:etghtValA'/3.47th,Infantry: aocountep. for 13 VC KIA, and 
a/3-47th :Infantryr;re1:>Orted_~o :Va KIA •. In·;the meantime. tho 4-47th' 
Infantry :was: IntrGduo,ed lnto"t1:l£L aroa: ,of contaot to: vxplo:1 t tho engage­
mont,L,fixan.q. d~str:OyJ thE;"t)nomY~~ThE) enemy brokeeontact shortly be­
forp 1830 hours~ and ~ ~h~.,. ~~:47th'Ihtantry,~;E)stabllshed night· defenal ve ' 
pos1 tlona in thc'~ vi 01 ~ty'~ pf. XS437179. 'Ambush p9. troIs' were employed 
durlng .the night~ Dur1hg;,thri da~ ,tho 3-47th Infantry sustalnvd throe 
U.S.KRAs:.and 12;-U~S .. !WHA, the major1ty of the oasualtlos were of 
Company A. . , .' . 

. \ 
.' f 
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(b) The 4-47th Infantry minus C' Company, which proV1ded 
securit~ for the MRB and FSB, began its a1rmobile operat1ons at 1025 
hours. The batta110n employed A B-and E Companies into the ACt on a 
LZ located in tho v1c1n1ty· of XS454166, southwest of the 3-47th Inf ... 
antry's contact, A/4-47th Infantry was introduc~d into the AO with­
out 1ncident; however, the light h~licoutcr fire team escorting the 
ai~lift Was engaged from a tree line 1n~ the vic1ni·ty of XS445165. 
Cpmpany A was the f1rst unit to establish contact. Tho :company was 
engaged at 1035 hours in the vic1nity of the LZ. Maneuver1ng aga1nst 

• 

the enemy, the company sustained two U,S, KHA and one WHA. Gunships 
supported the company in1tscontact. 'Meanwhile, B/4-4?th Infantry 
completed its· a1rlift 1nto' the A(J and. moycd:cast toward the:- ;-47th 
Infantry. ,Company E foB .. owed Company li a1r11,ft· into' the" :£,,,0,' As the 
batta110n advanced, Company 1). again encountered small arms arid automatic 
weapons' f1re I the enemy at th1s time: was,: fighting f'rombunkers in the 
v1c1nity of· XS438167, 'Theairstrikes (;mployed, in support of the 3-47th 
Infantry caus(;d,some of the VC to floc unkl)owingly towards!:B/4-47th 
Infantry's advalloe B Company established' contact at 1400 hours in tho 
v1c1n1ty of XS43?i67. and' cone1nu(;d 1ts,attaok moving towards XS443140. 
Dur1ng 1 ts f1 ve and a. half, our o ngagome nt " the company- and- supporting 
f1r(.'s accounted for 15 VC KI.il and ten wenpons: captured. Company E ' 
attacked toward tho Vicinity, of xs4401 ?O, reporting six va KIi~. on~ 
rifle and. one 60mm mortar captured.- ContElot term1nated nt1900 hours, 
at Which tlm~ the batta110n established night defensive pos1 tions in 
the Vicin1ty of XS44?177, Dur1ng the day the 4~41th Infantry sustain-
ed three U.S. KHA and three WHA; .",' ." ,;'. : 

(3) On 16 May, the infantry battal10ns continued their reco.n­
naissance in force o~rations moving'northeast in zone, '~he only en ... 
gagqnent of the 'day' occurred· when' clements of the 4~47th Infant~~t en­
countered sporadio automat1c wea'pons' ftr.o 1n' the v,ic1n1 ty of -XS4J5182, 
one soldier wasWHA, Artillery, fir~s wer~c~ployed on suspected enemy 
pOSitions, The two batta110ns oontinued their operations moving north 
to the v.icinity of the MO CAY Bridg~ whcr~ they ombarke~:ATCs and 
returnod to thOtMRB~d Tho thrcefdaY oPOrat.ion_terminat~d at 1508 hours, 
'the ljrlgade sus Eline a. 't?tal.· 0. , seven u ,S •. KRA anti 17 t,T .S.WHA. Three 
Navy men wcre'woundod during the second ot'two brief ambushes of Naval 
assaul t craft supporting the oporation." The ambushes: occurred on 14 
and. 15 May, on tho SONG HAM LUONG and 1n tho' vicini ty of XS485283 re­
spectively, Enenylosses during the ope~ation 1n~ludedl 57 VC KIA, 
fbur pow's, 2? detainees, eight grenades, 62"too pOppors." 12 CBU 
bombs, and ten claymor~ m1nes, four 10 Ibs land m1nes. assorted small 
arms aIill!1unit1on, n1ne f1ve gallon carts of chlorine, 'l6i.lbs of docr~ 
unents, oed1cal supplies, clothing, four AK-41's" thrce .. M-l riflos, 
one U ,S. carbine, ono ch1 Clom carb1ne,' ono 60I!l.I!l r:lortar, :: .. two unknown:. 
type wt.:apons, ,one starl1ght soope, rad10. and wob goar'captured or 
destroyed '. !n add1 tion tq destroying 58 bunkers an4 4) structures', 

, , 

, 1,' During the period ,17 and 18 May,' the M~ temporarily co"nc;I.uded 
OPERaTION TRUONG CONG DI~,and in1tiated str1ke'operations'1n THAN 
DUC District, LONG .iN Province 1n coordination with the 46th ARVN 
Reg,iment. ; , 

m. 21 and 22 May 196$. 

(1) On 21 May, the M~ initiated operations'to locate and 
dostroy the 26Jrd and. 514th VC MF Battaliofl,s operat1ng 1n LONG.- AN and. 
DINH TUONG. Provinces. Tho operation commcnc~d inaccordanco With 
OPORD 46-68, at 0210 hou~s With riverlneassault craft·escorting tho 
J-J4th Artillery to estap11sh a fire supportbas~. in the v1c1nity of 
XS737541. The, 3-47th and4-47th Infantry, conducted early morning 
beach assaults 'attacking to the south, T"o 3-4?thInfantry ,beached 
1n the vicinity of xs665564, and the 4-47th Infantry in·t119 vic1n1ty 
of XS6?5569. A "T1ger Scout" interpreter With the 3 ... 4,?th Infantry 
quostlonedciv111'ans in tho area and learned that VC-tax oolloetors 
were 1n the aroa tho previous week. The 3 .. 47th a'm 4-47th ~'Infantry 
cont1nut}d to' reconn-in-force moving sout,h wi thout oppos1 tioni' ·'1'welve 
deta1nees were apprehended by tho 4-4?th and evacuated to the tactical 
screening center. One chicom carbino was found' in tho vic1nity,of 

l 21)" 
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XS680;S7 by B/4'-4'itti Infantry. 'Th();O w~s nO ~nomyoontact t~ughout 
the day, ,andthobat~a+t0n8cs,te.bl.lsh4d n1ght dofens1ve.posl,tionsl, ' , ' 
A/3-47th' :t~fantry'lri tho v~c1nlty ,ot xs669S13,.B/j-47:th.Il)fRlntry ln', 
tho V1clnttYOf' XS.669534,'lS/3-47th"InfantrlV lri,.th~ ~lc1p1i;y, of XS6? 
15,7, ,A/4~47th Infantry'1n tho vloinity of"xs67S,535, B/4~4?th Irtfantry 
ln the vlQln1ty -of ,XS6805,J,'and C/4-47th InfG\nt;ry, ln tho v1c1n1ty of 
XS6795,6. Flve l ~lrstrlkos were', omploycd ln, ~uppQ.rt of the operat1on; 
e~tht stru~turc, and 16,b~ers were; reported do~troyed. ~ , 

, ' (2).' On 22 May, 'thO 2nQ.'Br1g~e'" in" 09~.peX'atl~m ~nd coo~1natlon 
Wl th 7th AllVN c+ements ,.;,attackcd ~outbwQs~ trom. lts: n1~ht dofens1 vo 
posltlons am established blocklng posltlons ln the vlcln1ty of XS66,s 
,2, XS6S2S,S. and ,XS6S5533 " , The J-47th Infantry contlnued reconnaiss­
anoe'ln forae to tho southwest and establ1shed blooking posltlons to 
tho,we,stl ' A/3-47tb Infantry; In. tho v1clni ty o'f XS6555'3'3, B/.~47th 1n 
the v1clni ty o'f XS(>6,5,2, C7J-47tl,1 In/thcv1c1n1ty of XSo,52S)5. Th() 
4-4?th Infantry ,attacked-west f,rom ·lts ll1ght d:ofenslve posltlons to 
blookl.ngpos~t!on~ orlonto.d southw~sti A/Y-'r'4'?th 1.p. thevlcln1ty of 
XS677S17, C/4-47th Infantry·tn the vlcln1ty of XS67951? Three pounds 
of onemy ,documonts weft found by c/4-47tlr Infant~y, 1n tho < Viclni ty of­
XS6.?,9517. ' The MRB relocated to DO,NG_~T~.\ :arr1Vi.tJ8 at 1510 hours wl ~h­
out.lncident,. The ~o lnfantry battallons moved to.;,extr~ctlon~ polnts, 
loaded ATCs ~t'1330 hours, 'and r(lturn€l,d to; DON~ ~AM 'y1a tpe CHO' ,GAO 
Canal •. Dur1~ tho .oxtraet1'On,,; the 3-47,th:IntantrY re~~~v~~, two·'ro~s 
o~ Sniper, ,f1re. , I. ", ' •. ' " ,. . L ' .,' .• ';. 

m 24· Hay .1:9ge I . , ' . 
~ .. ..... , .. .• , '" " . I ' ~ " -. ~," - .' . " 

,: , ' (1) .. In.~Q;Oorda~oe ,.1tb'"O~OBP4.? .. 68'1'.,thc :NBF~contlnu~d .Ol'EliATIrl 
TRUOl;G 1 CONG,Dl~.;9,n:.2~Kay ,om.plQy.1ng,:~e J~4?th I~antry in:$o rccon­
na,l,ssanQl) ln fo.roe operatiOll .1n ,HAJWJ LONG'D~litr~ct4,~N R~ .P~ov1nce, . 
The ·.ope:rl!l~~n .,:~m:menced~to71_6 >hcrurs "'11th. ;,the. l-7tb r~an~r;v~employ", 
11lg l?", C,,8M. :<~·,ColJlp(J.n1es ,to,conductboaf,)h ,landing ass~ults~"ln,\:t~e~c­
l~,t..Y _qf:,U439'+06, XS428404:and XS4,)8405,res,pee.t1v.e lY, J}pon:'PQ$ahlng" 
thQ,bat.t~l1oni,,~wep~. ,south •. ~and Jdid, 'not encountElJ,-'()nemy-oontaOtt. ' All, 
elen,len;$ ',~cportec1 ienemy 1nW~ferenc()( jamming) ,on tbe1r', prlm$ry rad,10·' ! 

freque,ncy .::: Throughout :the ~'m;0'rn1ng, ';oIeQl.-el1ts ;"O·f'i the ,bat~~lion des,troye~ 
several :-:two.,.1Dan bunkers lrt' thE) vfo1n1.,ty-of xs4254t)'1, "and ten mortar '" 
p1 ts In the, ,vlcln1tyo'f xs4jJ881, A- house ,was found' :in':1ihe lvlo1n1 ty, of 
xS448J97, conta1n1ng an abundance of VC flags, empty penio11l1n vials, 
and othEU~ 11Xi1c$tl'ons ot, VC"oo.cupatlon. The lmmedlate area was thOrcnsh' 
ly S()Qcb..~ ';'" ," ::.-, : '., ., ' . . 

'.# • .. ... 1 • -: " •• 

(2) As "of: 1600heurs. the'encmy·avoldEYdconta9t w1th,~the·bat;.. 
talton., ,Bi3'!'!47th,.Intantryswept, to IttiS,',v101n1ty of. XS455385·:·$.rid pre':" 
paJ;'sd :for ai;rmobl1€> oxtractlon •... (Jomps'n1as ·C· and Ei lOoB:tcd 1n . tho vic .. 
ln1.tyofXS,442'86 and XS457J91 'respoctlvelt.were also m~kfng 'prepara­
t10n f.or extract1~nby,all". At 1624 hours yompa~ :S-wasenga~crby' ~- , 
BQ:tomat10 waapo'nB'·-flre r()sU:ltlng In one U ,S. KHA',The :-company '1mmodlatE 
~~V ,supprossed' tho enemy f1:re • A' llght f1-reteain · .. and art1llery wvro , 
employed "on i'sreElS,·· of suspected enemy· posi t~on.s,lrl:tno vi c1hlty ot " 
XS456:387. ' ,A '8os-reh of, thoali'()a rovea~ed··,three' va KIA.' TWo va wore . 
fout1d;i;l~d 1'n tt'O()~, and, ,OnQWll~ QQscr'tqd; ta:O:,-.n.g .. ':('l'om a .tl:'ot! wh~n , 
tlro:' was. ' ~eturned ~' All"clemcnts of' the ba ttallon: 'were' extract.edto 
DoNG,'TA:M,;riom wtie,nce theY'load.ed ab~ard::~TCt s,<~and. r,eturned'-t.<ftheMBB 
closing at' :11?5; ho'lU"s" 'The 3-47th In:f'all~t:Y BuC'CcEl?-ed' r~'ldl11llS, t~e 
ve, ln add 1 tlon to destroylng 24 bunkers and 14 mortar p'p_Bl t10na from 
whlch attacks;~..s4 bean- launched ;()n tho U,S .. Base: 'at ,DONG, ~'. Throe 
57mJ;1l ,lilm thrO() 7Smm .:r:oc,o11~o~s . rlflo :r:oundswere : also :~ostr.oyed~' Al-

• thq.~h thc. VC a.~ldod .'Qontaot wl th;th€l ,bat,tallon. the enemy's fl"EJodoDr 
ofmo'fEfment, th.rougho)lt,thoAO was curtalled, .. . \' - , 

.. ~ .. 
:',' I()'). ',Dur1ng tho -day, tho 4-47thlntantry do'barltod the MRBto 

rOl~Qvodthc J-6Qbh Infantry of lts socurlty m1ss~on ~t,DONG 'TAij Saso. 
ThQ ;'j0:6Qth :Infantry ombarkod aboa~. ,tho ·uss ',Cp~at'ON andprc'pared,fot' 
future oPoratlQns Wlth the MRF., ',' , . ' ", "''', . :'::' 
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, ,Y o. ~6 t~ 28 May 1968. " 

(1) Operat10n TRUONG CONG DINH'cont1nued w1th:- the MRF 1mple­
ment1ng OPOBD, 48-68. Operr;t10ns cOmDlen1)eq.. 252100 May-w1 th . the deploy­
ment of the .3-34th Art1llery by LCM .. 8, from the MRB anchorage vi'c1n1 ty 
Dong Tam to :PSBs LOWEL (XS514315) ,,'MEBR'!L (XS486267) and SPENDER (XS51. 
54;) • During the earlY':morn1ng ot 26 May, . the maneuver batta11onsd6'­
par-ted the MRB to conduot'r1 ver1ne.' reccn-1n-torce .operat1ons,in GIONG 
TROM Distr1ct, KIEN HOA Prov1nce .. ,The' MRB .. cQiiunanoEld 1 ts deflOyment 
from Dong. Tam at 0800 hours to an anehor~ge pointvic1n1ty XS4829), 
arr1ving' at 1100 hourse . , 

. . . (2). ; The conoept of opElre"~ions as orlgina.llyeo,no.elved was mod-
1fled as a;, result of the lmmod1.aW .oontact .. _ es;tablished 'by, the, J-47th:, 
Intantry~ anclassault 'boats of, Rlver Division lll~: ThEl' 3-!-t7th Infantry 
( ... ) depart~d-, the MRB at 0100 hours. tQ conduct beach lan;l1~assaults 
on GBEE~, lXlaches I, 2 anti JJ: after- wh.!oh1 the batta11,on would ,1ni t1ato 
rocon-1n~f'oroe oPDrat10ns southWfJst ,.n Au ~ACKVILLE. At 0720 ho;urs 
tho load olE)mont of the r1verlnecoliunn was ambushed, and engaged w1th 
50-40 rooket am automat1c ,weapons. fire 1n the v1c1ni ty or-XS.591258, .. 
Two ASPBa and one monitor' rece1ved d.1l:'ect hits; 1'n1t1~1 ,04sualtle,s re­
ported were' two USN Kl1A and s1xWRA'~' ThecasualtI,es,.oo~red. ,as the 
assault sllPPQrt ~e.ts moved in' to' be,aoh ',iandlng. s1 t,e:s' '01' the 3-47th 
Infantry. The lead. boats 1n the. column' bOre the brunt of the at,tack. 
The boat capta1n and rad10man' of ASPB~ 111-1 were killed 1nstantlYt and 
two other crewman were wounded when the1r boat susta1ned two rockE)t 
and'two roooilless r1fle h1ts. TWo of the rounds struok tne boats .' 
20mm eabnonJanother, li1 t the Jll8st',aDi:thtl, fro'urth to~e 1nto tne coxs-, 
wa1n's' rla~. ' Your Orewm~n on' ASP&"l,11-5 we;c wounded in the ,f1rst at.. 
tack asa,~ocket blew open,ltS.20mm ~o;unt .. ~'1nle tb1rd; boat., (Jioh1tor 
111-2)\ in column l'()celved heaVY'flrE),'and sustained two men-1nJured 
With ni1.nor wounds.· The (lnemy f1rE) was'reported orlginating from both 
sldes of tho' bank, Artl11cry'f1re from thE) 3-34th Artlllery and a 
l1ght hE)11coptor rlrotE)am'~om ~116 WarE) E)mployed aga1nst known, and: 
suspE)oted onemy posl tlons •. The ambUshl~~tE)d,approx1matQ1Y tE)lI: mill!­
utes. and d()sp1te tho E)l1E)my's ambush:thE):bB.ttallon eontinued toward 
1 ts 'asSlgned ~aoh s1 tes •. At Q73.5: h~~S; .B/3-4;'ltr,~ ooa~hed on :qBEEN.';:, 
BeaCh '#1, v~c1n1 ty'XS§022S7,. E)b:aounter~ng.a. heaVy', v0l:~e ,ot automat1a: 
weapons al'Xlsmall' arms-flrE)J o·ne:U.S.:w~s KHA.and'flvo WRA result1rJ,g. 
from oontactw1th an cst1matE)d vCpl~to6n~' Af'terE)sta.b11sh1ng a beaah 
head' 1 twas' found t,hB.t there 'Was· an, u.rltord$.ble stream on the El~s,t sop... 
arat1ng :S' cbm~n;y from the 'rem~lnA¢r, ot'tho'battalt,ollf Thecmmpa.ny was 
then ordered tOE)xtraot' from that' 'b~ae1i. a1 tEl a.nd re1nsert in the V1Q";' 
1ri1 ty of XS607521, At thosan1e tlme EI)~,47th Infantry ooa.ohod on .. , 
GREEN ~aeh#2 1ntho vic1ni ty :of XS600250 on60untering small arms flre 
from vic1ni ty Xs6032.$O rE)sUlt1ng"ln two ';U~S ~ WHA:. howad~:;!: ,thE) oo~pany, 
completed i tabeach1ng. C/3-47tl1 ;Ihf,~ntrybeached on N . Beach #3, . 
in the Viclni tyofXSS99249 also' anqountelr1ng automat10 weapolfS' and . 
small arms f1re from';al'l s1des result1ng in one U.S. WHA. .The compElriy 
engaged the enemy while mov1ng south west q k1l11ng' tdn ve •. 'By. 08.50' nom 
Company a 'had ,movfJd tqthe v1c1nity of' xs601250, and was lnyolved.1n 
heavy' oontact w1 th E)nemy 1n b~o.rg I .8.l"t1llE)ry· and llght,f1re teams 
wore. ,employed 1 n sUPPo.2't of' the, "compa,:nr,Wh11Ei' B' and. E 'Com~n1es eo'n;. 
tlnuod ,thelr~ovemQntto. d~yelop cr COmpany's contaot.BI~47th Inf~ 
antry, maneuvered. to thE.1,·v1c1n1 tyo1' 'XS'605:248 to E)ngage the 'OnGlDYOPPOS-
1ag (1' Company;, It was 'est1mated;' ~hatboth :a ari.q. eCompQn1E)S 'wE)rE) 1n . 
contact Wlth a platoon slze for~ ontronohE)d In a bunker '11ne. posslbl~ 
thE)Y WE)rE) blooklng'elamE)nts for,awl~hdraW1ng maln bod~ torae .. ALl. 
elements ot too battalIon contlnued to '.:engage thE) E)nemy, whllE) the 
J/60th Ih:fantry was taskod to backload a.l.':l.d: exploit tho tactIcal a1 t­
uation by cond.uotlng operatlons s,out~ EJa~t· of tho 3/47th Infantry. At 
1015 hours ,the 3/47th ~n:fa:ntry reported stot.al' :ot 18. VC KIA (a.2 VC 
bye CIompany a:.nd slx va by B 9ompany)'. ";".,:,,, .. : .. 

_ ! (a) Ini t1ally,' thE)' '3-60~ht Infantry co,!limencE)d.i ts r1 ver-
ine deployment ,to' the·vic1n1ty 'of" liEDBE)aches; 6" 5 arid 4 ax> 1,,2 and 
J 1n AO- WEST" At 0750 hours tho lead E)lOD;ents of thE) battal10n were 
engaged' W1 th :a;.;4oroo1rot, .automat1<:r wE)apons and, small arms f1re 1n thE) 

.. .... 
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v10ini ty of XS591258. The ambush, this timo, engaged ,boats O'f R1ve~ 
D1v1s1on 91 with automatie w(ia;pons~ t1re just west 'of t'he locat1on 
whore boats of River Div1s1on 111 wore attaoked. One crewman of ASPR 
91-7 rcce1'ircd minor woundsd~r1ngjh:c' attack; no S1gn1ficant damago 
occurred to the boats.,-L1ght' flrotcams and artillery fires were. cm­
ployvd 1n sup;)ort of tho battalion convoy, 

. . ' ,"".' , 
'. . -.' 

, (b)' Tho Bi1gade- 'Commandor d1rected thv 3-60th Infantry 
to beach 1n the vic~.h1:t,:i'9._f XS59~>255: ~n9-,)'t'1Q~.Ji--8outhwost, in: ordor to 
devolop tho s1 tuati'on: ·e.nd'"dcj;()rm~¢~-tM 'c:;:tcrlt-'pf enemyf1rcs on tho 
north bank. Tho battal10p beEiche,d~ unopPQsed at 0816 hours With CompalV 
C on' the 10ft, Compariy E- in 't}:lC c~n'Per,arid Company B on ~he oast. 
Tho, batta110n manC'Uvorod. south west-· to :v1cin1 ty of XS5872$0, then 
south vast towards' Vic1ni ty of X859~248 to backload ATCS 'for subsoquont 
de-ployme:nt/employmont.' Bi:3..ckload1ng'was complot~d at ).122' hours and 
the battB.lion commenoed 1 ts' :3!'1 ver1no movcmcn;t to thc vio1n1 ty of X:S62 
4239. During 1 ts initj.al rt:con .... 1n-force operat10ps, _ the" 3-60th Inf­
antry locatEJd a heav1~y'l::lunl&iued o.rca~ -I- a,nd destroyed 'H) bunkers. Enrouto 
to tho new 1nsort1ori.l;lroa. clements' 'ot, tho ba:ttalion were, engaged w1 th 
automa.tic weapons tl~~' from V1e1n1tYQfXS618242JCompany, C,and the 
boat f1rcsof Hi vcr..: D1 v1s1op91, ,~upp:res§Qd the fires k111ing one VC. 
The batta110n b€;BChcd unoPPos9d--at1142'hours, and commenoed its op.. 
at10ns moving south west in zone. ,'l'ho ,ma~cuver was to flank the bun­
kEJr line f~om tho ~o:u~he Duri~'+ t'~ p;1pvemcn~, .~/3","60th Infantry found 
ten VC gas .. masks·'an4 ~ss9;r,tQd dre.~lng·,(J,qu1pm~nt,. (v10,in1ty Of XS591249), 
and destroycdorte sam.pan cont6l.1n1ng 1 7,S,-lps 'of rioe 1n the vicinity of 
XS621236. 'Fo~:'de,1?fLlttc~s 1'1(,1'9 also, ~o11cctod •. ,ThroUghollt tho ro~1n­
der of t~c, day.: the ''''Q9~q, lnfantuhadno· .. s1ghlf1ca.nt cn,ge.gcDlents , 
w1 th the enemYe At J.35P :lio~s. :' olements. of clJ.;.60th Infantry was et.\Si68d 
1n- tl;le V1c1l11ty ~.of :K.$62~238 w1 thQnP, handgrcnade. The area, was sear­
ohed, resul~1n~'1:n the, oapture ot.,tprCG ve, ono of Whioh was W~A. ' 
Subsequent 1n~c~rogatiQn Qf the POWsrev~aled thatth~y wore mcmbers 
of the 516th ve l1f' ffatti:).lion. In-" th~\saI!16 location, CompanY C k111ed 
twoVCand· o~P~~ffd one Qh,1com o~;rb~ne, two M-26 grenades and.three 
ch1com· grenades,' Ti;le', ba~ta,llon' contln'lled reoQnr'..1ng 1n forae, .unt1l 
2000 hoursj at whj;ch t11l1Q 1 tlastabl1s.):l~do.1ghtdefens1 ve posi;t1ons 
emp~oYine; C9mpany·~B"~1.Q\t~q ."y.!~1et-~~,:,:Qr.S:X~~l.J~~4-,i"~qmpany C in the v1c-
1ni ty of XS.605239 , . and ,'Company E ,:1:n' the\ ,vfc1l1'1tJt, of XS612225. Du€) to 
th€) torra1n condit1ons,1t wasu~ble ,to 11nk~up w1ththo 3-47th Inf-
antry. " ': ' ' , . 

, '. ':'.( 0) As of 1145 hours, B and -E 3-47th Infantryb coil'~acts 
werc'dim1nish.1ng to sporadic .Snipcrand automa,tio weapons firc as the 
compari1cs :jntens1f1.ad" ~hctr ~ttacks .. ,. C/J-lf7th, Infantry'; E!.t" thf,;, same 
t1mo,. W~~-'12i}}ned"down' ~Jl, the :v1~ip.1ty of XS598247 bY,:lntens1v~ small 
arms and'automatio' woapons '"fil"Q' ,from "' a wollconstru.ctqd bunker lino. 
Th€)' oo~pany qontinuco. to' ~vanoe' against ,the enemy ()ncountering rugged 
r~s1stf7n~~. 'The. bat-t;alion had1;hus far _acgounted for 21 VC KrAs. At 
Approxiniateq .. y';1415-;hours a oQntact:1ntfHJ.:;J1fied as B and E (Jo,mpames 
encountered-aVe f<>rc~wj.th1n a bunke:! complex 1n ,the violl;l1ty of 
XS603249. : The. ,1ntc!.1s1ty'of the fjn~my rire was ~such-thatth~oompa~es 
rate of, advElpcewas ,slq,w ~nd,,~eQ.~~~. \ ,C!/~-t,¥?th'Ihfantry wa~also oon­
frontod \"11 th a.,punkar 'complex 1n th~, vic1ni ty, of X86012l}a, ,and rocD1 vod 
heavy automatic w€)apons and small arms f1ro, A1rstrlk€)s and art111ery 
woro omployed,on bQth,~unkorcomplcxes, Dur1ng an airstr1ko at 1505 
hours C/3~47th Infantry su~taine:d 12 'U .. S e, WHA )vhcn a napaLm! 'Qomb foll-
1n olose prq~lmity (#Om) to tb,ei:r post tlo;n., The l'rounded were evacuated 
at 1608 houl;'s. Shortly th()r€lafter"CL3.47th Infantry repor·ted that 

• throo of its 'men were WHAand ly1ng 1niclose proximity to tho bunkers. 
Bocause of tho intense fires the company-was unablo to rctriovE) them 
at that t1mo .... Tho batta110n contaot continuod until the ovon1ng hours, 
As,of 1800 hours, Echo Company had suooeodod 1n reaohing,the bunkor 
complex a~ found ono VC KIA, and ono male hid1ng w1thin a bunker. 
Tho company lator, engaged a VC .fo~cQ. ~l~ing, tl'U) ... 1n the vic1n1 ty of 
XS6.02248" , and .. ,r.oportY~i(l: ;t;e.·~'.,ll:G..-Kl$"\proba);>lo. tibJa~t.llo' samo cngagement. 
At 1930 hours the battalion establ1shed n1ght dofens1vo positions om­
ploy1ng Company,B in the vic1n1ty ofxs601250, Company C in tho via-

~'2J 21.!!O V'tNN ---.:rr ;.5 
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im ty of XS601246 and. Company E in tho vicinity of X8599248, Company 
C, ~s of this time, had not recovered its wounded bocause of the in­
tense fighting. The eomp~~y was 9rdered to dispatoh.a patrol to re­
cover its throo WO'IlndsilWn",\Iho '{I1Ore in c1;ose proximity to the bunkers, 

Cd) Throughout the day, B/7-1st Air Cav' conducted a~rial 
reconnaissanoe and provide<igunsbip support' for both maneuver batta .. ' 
lions., T}:le Air Cav unit, in·support of ground oontaots ann. dUring in-' 
dependent operations. aocounted for six va KIAs, found nine fresh 
graves and collected six detainees, Assault boats of Hiver Division 
91'encountered another. more substaintial. attaok later in tho morning 
at Virtually the samE) 'position where the 111 boats were hit. Four " 
men, including threo orewmen of ATe 91-5., were injured by the automatia 
weapons, rocket and roooilloss rifle firo. 'rho boate were attacltcd on 
several other ocoasions during the afternoon,. but no other personnel 
oasual tics rosul ted. Other boa ta· hit by hostile 'firo woro ASPB: 111-2, 
'II1hich. took four reooilless rifle rounds, 'f'la.m.othr~i'ler .111-7 . and ATe 
111-1, Approximately 2120 hours, 'tho' MRB: waE, '0l18Q g8d frClJIt the vioiro.t:\-o 
of XS49?283 With reo01l1ess riflo f1ros. Throo rounds Wororopor~~ 
fired at tho Barracks Ship APt 26, one round hit in the wator, another 
pas,sed over the Star1::car:d bow •. Ilnd the' third penotrated the mld-deek, 
but di~ not explodo, There woro no personnel c~sualtles or signi.f1cant 
damage rosult1ng from: tho attack, F1re i'las' ro.turned by the boats of 
the security force, tho major' Ships of TF 117 and 3-34th Artiller¥., 
An EOn ,team was d1spatched to handle the unexploded enemy ordnance. 
During tho attack~. elements ot: A/3-47th ,Infantry, employed ae MRB . 
defense, reported one reoo11less r1flo round \'las fired 1nto their pos-
1tion: they est1mated the enemy's looation tobc approx1ma1:;01y 400 . 
meters from thelrs. ~ue to the close proxim1ty of A/J-47th Infantry 
to the enemy's location,the company was extracted at 2205 hours, . 
afterwhich the ships and assault support boats of the MRF engaged tho 
surro'ltnd1ng area throughout the night, As a result of thE) days opera­
tion thrE)E) U.S. wore KHA, two USN KHA, 26 U,S, WHA and 11 USN WHA. 
Enemy losos consistedet J2 va KIA, three POW and 17 detaino(s coll€Jct­
ed. 

('J) Throughout tho n1ght of 26:May. both battalions' remained 
in their night deft: nsi ve positions Without inc1dent, ,Plans weDe for­
mulatE:;d to search the areas of. contact at f1rst light, anc'j... then con­
duct a ground sweep to exploit the arca where a B;....52 strike had been 
employed on 26 May. . . . 

(a) At daybreak on 27 May the 3-47th Infantry conducted 
1ts search and clear operatlon in tho arca.of previous contact. C and 
E Compan1es dispatched patrols to locate, 'tho. four "MIAs. . Company B' 
swept west toward objective 72 (v1cinity XS5972~6), and thon to an . 
embarkation-slte in the vicin1ty of XS594241. At 0730 h01l:rs Company 
C locatod its throe MIAs who werc now KHAs, in the v1c1ni~y of xs600249, 
The company thon swept toward objectivo 72, then to itsombarkat10n 
site at W18, Company E located its MIA dur1ng 1ts sw~ep.at_0730 hour~,_ 
in the vi cini ty of XS600249 , The company continued its sweep.toward 
objecti ve 72, and. then to a backloading s1 to in the vic1ni t'y of W18. ' 
The batta110n was extracted by ATC's and. proce()dod tow'ard RED Heaches 
4, 5 and 6 1n the vic1ni ty of XS587229 •. ' Enroute tothQbeaching site, , 
assault support boats of R1ver Division 111 were aga1n targets for an 
enemy ambush. Earl1er 1n the day (0720 hours) support boats \'1Ore 
ambushed fivo kilometers- cast of BQn Tro (vioinity XS556298), and 
ongagod wi th automatic 'VlOapons, .roo01110ss rifle and/or rocket tiro 
from both banks. Threocrewmon wero t:1ounded during that engagemont. 
A seoond ambush ocourrodat 1145 hours 1n the v1cini ty of XS589231. 
as the boats "(IlOre landlng oloments of B/3-47th Infantry, In ad.d1tlon· 
to four Navy casual t1cs, ono infantryman '\'las killed sl),d another wou.nq.­
ed as, the company attomptod ,to land in the faceot' tho hQaVY f1ro. B. 
Company s.ubsequontly, baokloaded on ATCs f to alloit1 max1mum coverage 
of thL area by artillory and gunships. Tho enemy flr~ was ln1tlall~ 
suppressed by the support boats, and s110nced whon artillory and' gun­
ships rotnforoed tl1.e1r f1res, At 1212 hours contact ~easod, and. B 
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3-47th Infantry was ruinscrted to STi100p the ambush area J no signifi cant 
findings wero made. The battalion (-) completed its beaehing concur­
rent with Company B, and reconned-in.force south and east through the 
B-52 strike area, E/3-47th Infantry collected three detainees in the 
vicinity of X8588228. H/3-47th Infantry discovered an extensive bun­
ker complex containing 170 two-to-three man bunkers and emplacements 
with over head coversr all of ,the bunkers were destroyed in place, The 
battalion continued its operations to vicinity XS584223 1'1i thout contact. 
At 1700 hours the battalion commenced its airmobile extraction to an 
LZ in the vicinity of XS550215, and thelt moved on foot to a riverine 
extraction point (XS541209) for movement to the MRB·, closing at 1945 
hours, ' 

(b) The 3-60th Infantry continued its offonsive o~eraticrE 
a t0930 hours conducting recon-in-force operations to RED Beaches 1, ·2 
and 3 in the vicinity of XS602217. No significant contact was oncount­
erad throughout the day. Four detainees were apprehended, one of which 
stated that he was a Viet Congo At 1500 hours, C/3-60th Infe,ntry 100-
ated five fresh graves With bodies in the vicinity of XS600210. The 
VC died from gunshot and fragmentation wounds. Shortly thereafter, 
all clements of the battalion were extracted from vicinity XS592218 
to vicinity XS550203, and commenced riverine movoment to the MRB olos­
ing at 1907 hours. The maneuver battalions of the Brigade did not 
establish crontact with tho enemy 't'rhi10 sweoping tho area of the Bi-52 
strike, Bravo troop, 7-1st Air Cav conducted aoria1 reconnaissance 
and gunship support throughout the AO. On one occaSion at 1345 hours, 
in the vicinity Of XS595205, the gunships engaged and killed two VC 
Who were fleeing the area. Two additional vcr were killed during an­
other-enemy ambush on the Naval assault boats in the vicinity of XS55 
6298, at 1415 hours, six boats were hit Hi th automatic 'twapons, rocket, 
and rocoi11ess rifle fire, resulting in four Navy men wounded, As 
of result of the bro day operation, a total of 41 VC 't'lOre killed and 
four POWs captured. The!>m.F loses conSisted of oight U.S. KHAs, two 
USN KHAs, 26 US WHAs and 24 USN -1;JHAs • 

P. 29 and 30 May 19681 

(1) After a bri8f p9riod of preparation and maLntenance. the 
Mobile Riverine Force continued Operation TRUONG CONG DIl{H in accor­
danco With OPORD 49-68. The sch~me of man~uvor involved, deploying 
th~ 3-47th Infantry to conduot beach assaults, GREEN Beach~s 1 thru 4. 
After beaoh1ng,the battalion shoUldthon sweep. south west in AO BAL­
FOUR. Tho 3-60th Infantry would be employed in AO CHURCHILL, to 
assaul t beachos RED 1 thru 3, and then attack north east in zone .• 
Both maneuver battalions would. conduct recon-in-force operat10ns 1n 
MO CAY and DON NEON Districts to 10cate.,f1x, and destroy the VC 540 
DCU and other enemy elements in zone. 

(a) The operat10n commenced at 0540 hours 'Nith the de­
ployment of 3-47th Infantry clements. followed by the 3-60th Infantry 
at 0600 hours to the area of operat10ns. A/3-60th Infantry remained 
at the MRB, and was employed in defense of the MRB~ and FSB PEMBERTON 
in the vicinity of XS484274. At approx1matcly0730 hours both battalio 
beached unopl~sed, and init1ated reconnaissance-in-force operations. 
The 3-47th Infantry made 1ts beach1ng assaults on GREEN Beaches in th 
v1cinity of Xs446307, XS443316, xs428317, and xs459302J employing C, 
E, A and B,Cbmpanies respectively, Company C, upon beaching, engaged 
three armed Va-1n the vicinity of XS446307; results of the engagement 
were not known. Throughout the day, the 3-47th Infantry act1vities 
were limited to the formon~ongagcment, and collection of one POW 
and 21 detainees. Several roports of vcr movement "rero fiJtplo1"8d \,Ti th 
negati ve results. At 1845 hours the, batta110n was employed in 
night defensive positionsl Company A in tho vicinity of xs412286, 
Company B in the vicini ty Q'f XS437287, Company C in thE.: vicinity of 
XS434,281, and Company E 1n the' vicini ty of XS432287. 
-\ -
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(b) The 3-6oth Ihfantry (..;.) assaulted RED Boaohes en­
C'ountt:ring negative oontact. B/3-6oth beached in tho vicinity of XS 
413240,Company C in the vicinity of XS419244, and rrompany E in the 
vicinity of XS417242 •. Upon. completing the assault landings, the bat­
talion began reconna.~ssance in force operations northeast in zono. 
No significant contaots Were established throughout tho day. Company 
B captured two detainees in a bunker at XS415243, and engaged two ot~ 
With negntive results. In searching the arca, an ammunition box con­
ta1ning paper documents was found, Civilians in the area statod, 
that a larg8 VC force had moved through tho area two weeks earlier 
and ~ squad size foroe traversaithe area da1ly. Company C located 
a house contain1ng a blackboard and i lb of documents in tho vicinity 
of XS428256. E/3-60th Infantry found one demolition kit and 'a list of 
rtClles afllC in the area. Companies C and E moved to the vicinity of 
XS426265, and at 2.016 settlod in: their night defensive pOSitions J B' 
3'-60th Infantry established its night defensive position in the Vicini t~· 
of XS415271. ~he battalion apprehonded 27 detainees during the day, 

~-
(0) Troop,p, 3-5th Cav conducted aerial reoonnaissance, . 

and provided gunship support throughout the day~ Of the five VC 
killed during the day, four \'w'ro killed· by gunships, At 0935 hours" 
in the vicinity of XS390295, the eav troop engaged a small group of 
VC, killing .two •. The gunships again engagbd and killed two VC in the 
Vicini ty of XS 368265 at 1000 hours.. Later in the day, 1310 hours,the 
ships were engaged with automatia weapons fire in the vioinity of XS 
410270. The area Was ;engaged by the gunships, and several' secondary 
explosions resulted. A f1'fth va was killed by assault support boats 
on the BACH MO CAY. The results of the Brigade~s operation were five. 
VC KIA, one POW and 37 bunkers destroyed. . . _ .... __ ..... 

' .. 
(2) Neither battalion encountered or ostablished contact 

~ho~tthe night, and at day break,operations oontinuedw1th clements 
of bOth battal10ns conducting airmobile andrivorino operations intQ 
AOs BARON and KING. At. 0720 hours 'tho 3-47th Infantry was airlifted 
from its nj.ght dofcnsi VO posi tionsto an LZ in the vicinity ofFSB' 
PEfilBERTON,from whenco it deployed by riverinemovoment to tho.vic1nity 
of XS534177, and. attacked southwest in zono. TWo companies of the 
3-6oth Infantry airlifted from their night locations:toestablish 
blocking pOSitions in conjunction with tho deploym(mt of.3-47th Inf­
antry. Companies B andC were insertod on LZs in the vicih1ty of 
XS490130 and XS510120, rospootively,.and attacked northwest in zone to 
establish blooking posi tiona in the vicinity of XS508154 to XS520146. _ 
E/3-60th Infantry re~aincd at its night location, as the Brigade's 
ready reaction forco, and was lat.er employed in, an airmobile rolo to 
tho- vlc~ty XS5111'55,at 1222 hours, to search for analloged VC 
cache. In the aftornopn, both battalions were extraoted from the·AO;· 
and returned to' the lolRB. All' operations oonduoted duririg the dayworo 
supported by D troop,. 3-5th ,Air Cav' whichacc-oUntod ·for ten VC KIA, 
and the destruotion of' two sampans during several. sporadic engagements •. 
Tho two maneuver battalions had no significant contacts, but approhenda 
48 detainees I 15 of whioh \'JE)re classifled as c'l viI d.efendants. . 

q. 1 and 2 June 1968. 

(1) On 1 June, the !tIRB ini tiated reconnaissance in force op­
erations. in SA DEC and DUC TON· Distriots, VINE LONG Provinoo in ac­
cordonco w1 th OPORD 50-68. Tho operation oommeno'od wi th tho early 
riverine deployment of the Brigade clements from BENTRE to.VINH lANG. 
Prov1nc·e. During the· evening of 31 May, th:e 3-34th Artillery began 
its deployment at 2245 hours to establish FSB. CONNIE, in the vicinity of 
WS917378, the battalion' arrive at the FSB at 0730 hours. Following 
tho departure of the Artillery Battalion both maneuver battalions ' 
embarked ATC's and commonced their deploymontto theVINH LONG· area. 
The 3-47th Infantry (-) departed the MRB at. 0134 hours and oonducted 
assault landings at 0904 hours in the Vicinity o~ WS893314. ~hc 3-6ott 
Infantr~followed tho 3-47th Infantry in its rive~ino movement, and 
conducted assault landings in tho v'1cinity of WS894315 at 0910 hours. 
The MRB in the meantime had deployed to an anchorago in the vioinity of 

...... ". \ 
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VINH LONG to suprort the oporations. 

(a) Upon b~aching both maneuv~r battalions commenced 
tactical operations in zone, The J-47th Infantry moving southwest, 
then north swe~ping towards its northern boundary. A/J-47th Infantry, 
moved north to establish a blocking position in the vicinity of WS891J 
19, to complem~nt operations o~ J-60th Infantry which was reconning 
in force west, and then south toward the J-47th Infantry. During th~ 
morning, both battalions continued their sweeps Without incident. 
Several intelligcncere.P?r,t,s,. frC?m,AliVN Forcps. ,~QI!ll?loyod west of the 
:S-rigado r indicated t£ comp~ny SiZEr-VC 'force' had" dispersed into small 
groups that were moving south (v~ciri1 ty ~'lS886JJ2 to WS882J27), It was 
not until the afternoon that elements of the brigade made contact l'/1'th 
the enemy. In1 tially, contacts ,\\jere limi ted to sporadic incidents of 
sniper and small arms fire rosul ting in OnE) U.S. KHA and two WHAs. 
The first U.S, casualty occurred at 1200 hours whon e/J-47th Infantry 
encountered snipor fire in the vicinity of WS986J05. At tht same 
time A/J-47th was also ~ngaged with sniper fires, Vicinity of WS89JJ17, 
which harassed the un1t so as to impede its advance. Aftor several 
attempts to suppress the intermittent sniper fire, tho company reque~­
ed assistance from a light fire team and flame boat, At 1J15 hours, 
the flamo boat (converted ATC with two M1J2 flame turrets mounted inits 
de ok) engaged. tho suspeoted VC snipo'r posi tion, At 1410 hours the 
first sergeant"A/3.47th Infantry was killed by sniper fire in the 
vicinity o~WS89JJ17. The company mado light contact with an ostima~ 
od six to ten man force in bunkers, During .this engagement one ve was 
killed by small arms firo, It was now evid~nt that the enemy was 
fighting from a serios of buruters in the area. Once again the flame 
boat ~las employed in support of the company, in addition to "eS" E-8 
launchers. A/J-47th Infantry continued its operation in the area and 
was supported by tactical airstrikes employed against the bunkers. 
e and EJ.47th Infantry continued their sweep encountering sporadic 
automatio weapons fire. E/J-47th Infantry was employed in a blooking 
posi tion in the vicinity of WS886J18, while C/J-47th Infantry back­
loaded orrATcaand was inserted in the vicinity Of WS895314. 

(b) The most intense engagement during tho day occurred 
i'lhen B/J-60th Infantry -reQ.c.1 vod~~mElll armS, and. ewtomatic weapons fire 
from enemy bunkers 1nthil 'viciiu~t~/ of" WS89332-4'1 the E)ngagement lasted 
apprOXimately thrE)O and ono half hours. The contact dE)veloped wh8n 
elements of B/3-60t~ cam8 und8r sporadic sniper and rifle gronad8 fire~ 
at 1600 hours, resulting in one U.S. KHA and two t{8As. The company 
maneuvered against:what ""TaS thought' to be a sniper e~omont. CS 
'Nas, employed in support of· thtl company. Company C lias employed to 
the right flank'of Company B in the vicinity of WS89733J, to block 
enemy withdrawal and reinforoe by fire, Company A movod across tho 
river to tho vicinity of WS897JJ6, and established a bloclt:ing posi tlon. 
By 1645 hours the enemy's sniper fire increased, couplod With automatil 
weapons fire. It was then determined, that B/J-60th Infantry had en­
countered a squad siz~ force or larger in the vicinity of WS89JJ24. 
Contaot continuE;d until 1941 hours t rosul ting in six U.S. KHAs, 14 
WHAs and one MrA. Enemy IOSE)s were 13 VC IaA. 

(c) Bdthbs.ttnlions established hight defE.;nsi ve posi tior, 
received resupply, and prepared for the next day's operation, In ad­
dition to the casualties sustained in the early evening fighting, 
two U.S. wore killed when a sampan~hey were using to cross a stream) 
overturned; ten others were wounded (Six from grenade fragments and 

• four from gunship fires). 
• (2) Throughout tho night, there was only one reported incider; 

of enomy activity. It occurred at 0155 hours when A/J-60th Infuntry 
was, ongagod\'t1't'h 000 s_e06idc.: west of 1 ts posi tionl no casualties 
resultE)a. At dayoreak bo~h oat~alions continued offensiVE) operations. 
The J-47th Infantry swept east,then northeast ~o a baockloading site 
in 'the vicinity of WP95J.1}811 Tne:r;:Qatt~ltoi:;t ;8~;"';5~tra.cted at 1554 hour 
and returned to the MRB·. The 3-60th Infantry commenoed its operations 
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backloading on ATCs at 0715 hours and was reinsertedICom~llY. A in tho 
vicini ty of WS949314. ComPany B in the vicinity of 't'l~952319~ am Com­
pany C in the vicinity .of WS953322; Upon b(Jaching, the compan1oJ~. swcpt 
east, then west to extractIon sItes for rivorino mo'vcmE::nt to the MRB. 
Movument throughout the AO was, unopposed a,nd ,Wi thout cqntact. TWo " 
casual tics resulted from booby traps encountered by clcmC,n,,?s of E/3-47 
Infantry. One Navy crewman rocci ved minor 'tt-l0UndS ':'lhoil'soveral rounds 
of small arms fire were received while clements of the 3-47th Infantry' 
'Nore backloading for extraction. ArtIllery fires were employed on 
suspeoted enemy positions andthe extraction cop~inu~d without further 
inCident. 

r, 3 thru 8 Juno'1968s 

(1) Completing operations prescrib~d by OPORD 50-68 the Mobile 
Rive~inc Force shifted anchorage on 3 June fiDm VI~~ LONG to an area ' 
east of SA DEC, transit timc was onc hour ,and 15 minutes. No offensive 
operations were in1tiated during tho day;as both maneuver 9attaliOns 
prepared for future operations. The 3-47th Infantry was employod in 
dcfcnse of the }ffiB,and was maintained on a stand by alert status for 
oommitment, on order, as the 9th Infantry Division's Roady Reaotion ' 
Force. ,The 3-60th Infantry employed Company E to securo the 3-34th 
Artillery FSB. During the day, River·Assault Divis10ns wero'rotated 
Within TF 117. River Assault Division (BAD) 92 rclQi"lfed BAD-91 Which 
assumed responsib1lity forMRBdofense. BAD 111 continued its mission 
of supporting the'3-47th r-l1fantry, and ,HAD 92 assumed ,tho mission,of 
supporting, the 3-60th Infantry.. ., , " , 

. . 

. (2) On.5 June J 'th(J Bri gade 't~as ,empio;yod 1n KIEN F~. Prov­
ince, implementing QFORD $1-68. The opere.tion t1as initiated in 0'0-, 
ordination and o-ooperation with 9th ARVN Division ,clements. toloo.ate . 
and destroy tho 50U and 502B VCBattalioJaB, and other enQIIiy olemonts 
in CAO 'UNH, KIEN VAN D1str1..ct. Tho 44th Speo1~1 Zoneoonductod,sup­
porting operations,employing the 2-16th' Infantry and 41st ARVN Hanger 
Battalion. The concopt of oporation was to omploy tho 3-:60th Infantry 
in beach as saul ts in AO CALHOUN to subsequently conduot oagle~ .floats 
west and north along tho RACH Cim LO I .and. the 3-47th Infantry 1P. ri ver­
ine and airmobile assaults to conduct recQ~i~s~ncp~in-force oporatiarr 
southwest to RACH CAN LO, The 2-16th Infantry .and.41stARVN ,Ranger' 
Battalion would s'N'eep and subseque.ntly ()stab~ish blocking· posi tiona. in, 
AOs ADAIR and C~~HOU-i'J rosp()ctl valY. .'. .. .' .. '.' . 

(a) The oporation oommenoed at':0235 hours l·li.th the 3-34th 
Artillery d.eploying, :from tho r'ffiBk anchorage nea.r SA DEC 'to ,oswbllsh 
FSB' MIDW~;'Y' at WS774502 on tho TIEN GIANG River, approximat_oly. 10 kilo­
meters t?outheast to GAO Ul.NH C1 ty, Tho battalion completEJd i tstran­
si t at 0530 hours and 'tt-ras LRF 1'1i thin twenty minutes. Sho.rtly there­
after,. tho 3-47th Infantry made beach assaults cast of thEJ FSB, 1n tho 
vicinity of WS782396, 1'1here it established PZ ALBERT and prepared for­
airmobilo operations, At 0745 hours, the Brigade and 9ttJ,ARVN EJlemonts 
ini tiatcd a ooordinated attaok. Blocking posi tiona l~ere ostablishEJd 
in the vicinity ofWS728,567 and WS725593 by the 41st Hanger Battalton 
and 2-16th ARVN ffattalion respectively at approximately 0800 hours, At 
the same time, the 3-60th Inf~ntry cagle floated throughout the AO·on 
the RACH aA.I1 LOj and the .3-47th Infantry employed B' and C. Companies in 
an airmobilo assault to LZ .l:U,FBA in the vioini ty WS7785'77. Bo.th bat;... 
talions continued their opcro.tions,-without inoidents,and at 1000 hourE 
B and C J-47th Infantry woro employed at LZ B&~VOinthc vlc1n1tyqf 
H'S773558. Several reports and sightineJ;Jof'VC movement .were made. The 
local civilians in the 3-47th Infantry.zono of opera't;ion roportedthat 
50 va were soen earlier moving nortno~st in.thevio1n1ty Of WS778577. 
The 2-16th ARVN Battalion' reported a brief engagemont Wi th 30 VC 
moving south in the vicinity of WS735494. cr/7-1st Air CSv conducted 
aerial reconnaissance of the areas of opers:!-.ions, and' frequently dEJ­
ployed to areas of roportedsishtings. ItBonly EJ~~ment occurrod 
at 0750 llours in thEJ vicinity of vlS749558 ... wb,8n .. t\'lo Jl.(J 1;lEJrc EJilgagcd. 
Al though· the enemy avoided cont~ct wi th the Brigade manouver EJlemcnts" 
his newly constructed bunkers located throughout the AOs were destroyer 

......,. 
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The operation continued until 1700 hours~ at which time, the 3-47th 
and 3-60th Infantry Battalions were extracted and returne:d to- the' !-IRE 
for subsequent employment in tho &-lqH RUONG area, northeast of 8A DEC. 

(b) . Operations on 6 Jun() ~\n;r8 limited in scope as th€J 
Brigade maintain()d its two infantry battalions in a RRF posture for 
ARVN 818ments operating in the 44th Special Tactical Zon(). The dis­
placement of th8 MRB was deceptive as it deployed from the vicinity of 
WS7251 to a SA DEC ancnoragc in th€J vicinity of WS9338. The 3.34th 
Artillery departed F8B MIDWAY and deployed to vf61ni ty of \'18825405. 
afterwhich the3-47th and 3-60th Infantry d€Jparted.the SA DEC anchorage 
and were insertE.d into AOs BRAVO (vicinity WS825405) and ALPHA (viciniW­
of W8820420) respectively to conduct limited sweep operatiOns and pre­
pared for commitments as RRF. Th€J 3-47th Infantry €Jmploycd A Band 
E Companies to assault GREEN B8achcs in the vicinity of WS902438, and 
to attack north in zon€J. B/3-47th Infantry apprehended two detainees 
and d€Jstroyod large bUID{ers, ~n addition to locating a VC hospital 
t'li th a 35 bed capacity in the Vicini ty of HS907459. A/J-47th Infantry 
located a VC grave yard ~'Ti th 74 graves 1n the vicinity of WS898458. 
No oth€Jr Significant finds war€J made by the battalion during its op€Jr­
ation. The J-60th Infantry continued its cagle float operations north 
in zone, after beaching in the vicinity of 1;189243. The battalion made 
mul tipl€J insertions from the Vicinity of t;JS918423 to 118934169 Without 
incidents. During the day, the 3-60th Infantry apprehended several 
detainees. loc~ted tl'ro base camps, and suco()eded in aooounting for 
two VC KIAs; C/3-60th Infantry engaged th8 two VC in the'vicinity of 
WS918438 and captured one AK-47 and one Ml rifle, As of 1930 hours, 
no significant contacts were encountered, and the two battalions estab­
lished night defensive ~ositions to interdict possible VC locatiOns. 

(4) Throughout tho night no contacts or engag8monts occurred, 
and at 0500 hours 8 Juno, the battaiions continu8d offensive operations, 

,'Tho 3-60th Infantry embarked ATCs, deployed to thE:l vicinity of W89624 
58 where 'it oonducted beach assaults, The battalion attacked south­
west along the BACH AP TUAT •. The 3-47th Infantry mOV8d to a PZ in the 
Vicinity of its night defensive pOSitions, and employed A, Hand E 
Companies in airmobile assaults to the yicini ty p.{ WS908417, '''8931430, 
and v.lS948408 respeoti vely, ,the battalion attacked east along the RACH 
CAl COl. Three Regiol'+al Force companies of the.CLAO DUC District were 
employed in blocking pOSitions to complement the Brigade's operation, 
While reconning-in-force, c/3-60th Infantry ~ncountered a booby trap 
riggEld with a 105mm round in the vicini ty of WS961457J four U.S. WHA, 
one Tiger Scout WHA and one Tiger Scout KBA resulted from its detona­
tion. The booby trap incident occurred at 0648 hours, approximately 
30 minutes aft€Jr the company bE::ach8d. Shortly thcrafter, E/3-60th 
Infantry sustained three U.S. WHA from a booby trap in the vicinity of 
WS949437. Elements of the 3-47th Infantry also encountered booby traps 
during their sWE::ep. E/3-47th Infantry sustained two U.S. WHA at 1025 
hours in the vicinity of WS928407, and another U,S. WHA two hours 
later in the vicinity of WS944417. At 1210 hours the Brigade was 
tasked to deploy to Dong Tam and E::mploy one battalion todefE::nd the 
base. The 3-47th Infantry and 3-60th Infantry terminated their opcr­
a.tiona, E::mbarked ATCs and rcturncd to the MiE. The MRF subsE::quently de­
parted the SA DEa anchorage at 1430 hours, and arrived at Dong Tam, 
~loSing at 1843 hours. The 3-60th Infantry was ~oleased,OPCON to the 
1st Brigadc~ 9th Infantry Division, and was tasked to securE) FSPBs 
along Hi~hway 4, north of Dong Tam. The 3-47th Infantry romained in 
a REF posturE:l. 

• s. 10 and 11 June 1968. 

(1) Operation TRUONG CONG DI}IH continued on 10 June, ~ith the 
MRF initiating reconnaissance-in-force operations in GIONG TRON Dist­
rict and TRUe GIANG District, KIEN ROA Province, to locate and dcstroy 
the 516th VC Battalion, 570 Deu and oth~r enemy !Qrces Within the AO. 
The. operation commenced 092305 June in accordance with OPORD 51-~8 
and the early deployment of B/3-34th Artillery from Dong Tam to estab­
lish temporary FSB TUCSON in the Vicinity of xs6339. The battery 
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completed its transit without incident, and was laid ready to fire 
(Lr.rF) at 0320 hoUrs, in support of tho Brigade's ·s.ub.sequc'nt dcployment • 

. C!3-34th. 'Artillery was the first MRF un1 t to deploy to the AO. Escort­
,ed by N~val assault support boats, tho battery conducted a night tran­
sit through the KI~m GIAO HOA Canal to FSB FLAGSTAFF in the vicinity 
of m559308. Thc battery was LRF at 0600 hours, B/3-34th Artillery 
redeploye~ to FSR FLAGSTAFF,' following the infantry battalions. 

• 
(a) Tho two infantry battalions embarl{cd ATCs at 0400 

hours, and commenccd their rl verine deployment to tho AO, oscorted by 
assault support patrol boats. At 0625 hours tho r1ver assault boats 
.received fir,e from both banl{s in tho vicinity of XS581J47. One monitor 
and one A,TC wcre, hi t.,;pes~ting ·in nine Navy and one Army WHA. The 
enemy's fire was suppressed by a heavy volume of boat f1re,and tho 
riverine movement continued •. B/J-J4th Artillery alsoencounterod en­
emy.fire during 1ts movo from FSB TUCSON to FSB FLAGSTAFF at:07sa.hours 
la'the ViCinity of XS5631. The enemy f1re w~s quickly ~uppresscd as 
the cannoneers omployed wBeehive~ and HE in direct fire 'on known and 
suspected enomy positions; one artilleryman was wounded. Tho ba.ttery 
proceeded to FSB FLAGSTAFF, closing at 0820 hours. The infantry bat­
alions continued their movoment south along the KINH GIAO HCA toward 
the beaching sites w1thou~ further incident. Troop B/7-1st Air·cav­
alry was employed to provide aerial reconnaissance, and. a light fire 
team from TF 116 providod aerial escort for tho riverine column until 
it arrived a.t the beaahing Sites, The 3-60th Infantry preceded tho 
3-47th Int'antry (-) during the deployment, At 0832 hours elemcnts of 
the 3-47th Infantry beached, employing B' and E Companies in the v1c1nttf 
o,f xs604246 while Company A rema1ned embarked as the batta110n's BBF', 
All beach assaults W&re Without inCident and unopposed. Elements of 
tbe J-60th Infantry began their beach assaults at 0850 hours employ­
ing Company ,A in the Vicinity of XS610252, Company E in the vicinity 
of XS6132.:50, and Company B in the vicinity of XS611250. C/3-60th 
Infantry deployed with the 3-J4th Artillery and provided FSK security 
throughout the operation. Upon boaching, both battalions oonductod 
roconnaissanco in force operations northwest in zone. Rivor assault 
craft initially remained in the vicinity of the beaoh sites and ad­
vancedparallel and abroast With the infantry elements. The 3-60th 
Infantry reconned the southern banks of the river. Eaoh battalion 
made a methodical sea~ch of its area. The J-60th Infantry elements 
located and destroyed 25 enemy ~unkers, apprehended 17 de~inees,and 
found. one CRICOM carbino.a.ndtwo VC uniforms. Elements of"the 3 ... 47th 
located and destroyed 50 enemy bunkers, located a small supply/munition 
cache, and apprehended·" two 'deta1nEJes. Neither ba.ttalion had enemy 
contact. Naval support elements, in another engagement.at 1210 hours, 
killed four va in the vicinity of XS576334, ' . ' 

(b) Elements of BenTre Section, operating south of Bon 
Tre. City, reported li~ht contact with a VC force. The 3-J4thArtillerj 
provided go.nera~ support fires to the ARVN un1 t 1n contact. Artillery 
was also, employed in the western portion of the Brigade1 s AO (vicinity 
XS5130·, , south of Hen Tre): to support ··'contacts developed by B/?-lst 
Air Cav, which deployed to the area to engage thc enemy as he withdrew 
into the Brigade's AO. The cav troop accounted ;f'ors1x VC KIA in the' 
vicini ty of XSS34287, and thrne VC' KIA in the vicinity. of XS462378. 
At 1425 hours the air cav troop engaged 25 enemy wear1ng black pajamas. 
Tho ongagemont continued until 1700 hours resulting 1n 11 VC ICtA. ' 
The enemy was WithdraWing south and southeast from Ben Tre into the 
Brigade's AO., The A1r Cav troop made an assessment of· the ,target 
area where artillery ·fires were employed south of Ben 'Tre. Thirty 
bunkers were destroyed. the majority of Which showed evidence that the 
occupants were injured or wounded. :B-~ood was smeared throughout the 
bunkers although no bodies were ~found. ,,' 

(c) . It was indicative that the enemy was withdrawing 
south and southeast of Ben Tre into the Brigade's AO. At 1400 hours 
the Br1gade Commander deoide~·to exploit the situation and ordered 
both maneuver be. ttalions , to baekload on ATCs, move to and beach in the 
Vioinity 'of XS5427 and XS5527 •. Tne battalions conaluded their oper-
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completed 1ts trans1t w1thout1nc1dent, and was la1d ready to fire 
(LTF) at 0320 hours ,:J~ ,s~p.PQrt 9f tho Br1gado' /:;, subsequont d~ploYlJlent. 
C/J-34th Art1llery wa:s the f1rst :mtF un1 t to deploy to the AO;, Escort­
ed by Naval assault support boats,tho battory conducted a nighttran­
,s1t through the KINE GIAO,ROA Canal to FSB. FLAGSTAFF in the v1clnity 
of :Ia-.555308. The battery was LBF at 0600 hours. B/3-34thArt1llery 
redeployed to FSR FLAGSTAFF, follow1ng tho 1nfantry battalions. . 

• 
" (a) The two 1nfantry battalions embarked ATCs at 0400 

hours, and commencod thelr rlvor1ne deploymont to tho AO, oscortod by 
assault support patrol boats. At 0625 hours therlver assault boats 
recelved flre from both banks 1n tho vic1nity of XS581341. ,One monitor 
and one ATC' -were, hl t re;sul tlng 1n nino Navy and one Army WHA. The 
enemy's, fire was suppressed by a heavy volume; of boat fire" and tho 
~iver1na movement cont1nued, B/3-34th Art1llery·also encountered en­
omy firo Q:uring its move from FSB TtJCS01\J' to FSB: :r'LAGSTAFF at' 07S0.'hours 
lrr'tho Vic1'n1 ty of XS5631. The 'onemy fire was quickly ~uppressod as. 
the canno~eers employe;d -Beohivew and HE 1n direct fire on known and 
suspootod enemy posl tlona J one artllleryman' was wounded, The battery 
proceeded to FSB FLAGSTAFF, olos1ngat Oa20'hours. The infantry bat­
a110ns cont1nued the1r movement south along the KINK GIAO ROA toward 
the beach1ng sites Wlthout further 1nc1dent. Troop B/7-1stA1r cav­
alry was employed to provtdo aer1al reoonnaissancc, and a light firo 
team from TF 116 prQv1ded aer1al escort for the rlvorineoolumn unt1l 
1tarrived at the-beach1ng sitos. Tho 3-60th Infantry preceded .the 
3-47th Infantry (.:) during the deployment. At 0832 hours eloinonts of 
tho 3-47th I,nfa.~t:ry beached, employing, B' .~nd E Compan1os in the' v1ci'nitw 
of xS6q4246whi-l:e- -Company A rema1ned embarked, as the batta110ws REF', 
All beach ,assaults' wepo without 1ncldent and unopposod, Elements of 
the 3-60th IDrantry began tHe1r-beach assaults at 0850 hours employ-, 
1.ng Company- A '1n tho vic1ni ty of XS610252, Company E 1n tho v1c1nity 
of XS613250', and. Company B ln tho Vicinity of XS611250. .C/3-60th 
Infa.ntry~cployed Wlth the· 3-34th Artillery and provlded PBS securlty 
throughout the oporatlon. Upon beachlng, 'bothbattallons conductod 
roconnalssance ln :force oporat10ns northwest-in zone, Rlver assaul.t 
craft in1tially remalned ln the vlcln1ty of the beaoh sites ~nd a~ 
vanced~rallel and abreast w1th the lnfantry elements. The 3-60th 
Infantry re~onned the southern banks of the rlver. Eaoh batta110n 
made a methodlcal search of lts a.rea. The' 3-60th Infantry fJlemfJnts 
100atfJd and destroyed 25-en€lmY,bunkers, appr.ehended 17 deta1nefJs, and 
found one CHICOM carbine a.nd two VC uniforms. Elements of the 3~7th 
located and,destroyed 50 enemy 'bunkers, looated a 8 mal 1 supply/munition 
oaohe, and apprehended two d,eta1nefJs. Ne1ther batta110n had enemy , 
contact. Nava3:. supportoloments; 1n.another engagement at' 1210:hours, 
k1lled four VC 1n the vicinity ofXS',576334.·· .: . ",' , 

(b) El~mE;nts of Ben Tro Section, op(lratl.ng south of Bon 
Tro Clty, rfJported l1ght contact with a VC force., The 3-34t!'l Art1ller~r 
provlded general sup);>Ort fires to ,tho ARVN un! t in contact •. ,Art1llery 
was also employed in the western portlon of .theBri,gade1 s AO (vic1nity 
XS5130, south of Ben Tre)' to suppOrt contacts developed by B!? .. lst 
Alr Cav, which deplOYed to the area to engage the enfJmy as he,w1thdrew 
lnto tho Br1gade's AO. The ·ca.v troop aocounted for ~lxVC KIA in the' 
Vic1nity of XS534287, and three ,VC' KIA 1n the viQlnityof XS.462378 •. 
At~1425 hours the alr cav troop engaged 25 enemy t wear1ng.black pajamas, 
The ongagemont contlnued untll, 1700 -hours resul tlng in 11 VC' KIA. 
The enemy was wl thdraWl,ng s.out.h ,and southeast, from B:en Tre lnto the 
Brlgade's AO., The Alr' Cav troop made an assessment of tp,e target·. 
arE:Ja where artlllery flres wero omployed south ,of Ben Tre. Thlrty 
bunkers wore dfJstroYE:Jd. the majorlty ot wh1ch showed evidence that the 
occupants WfJrfJ lnju:red or wounded. Blood was smeared, throughout the 
bunkers although no bodies were ',found'. . 

Cc) It was 1nd1cative~hat the enemy was, w1thdrawing 
south and southeast of Ben Tre 1nto t~e ~rigade's AO., At 1400 hours 
the Br1~de Commander'declded to oxploit thfJ situatlon and ordered 
both maneuver battallons ,to .baekload on ATCs, move to ~nd .beaoh 1n'the 
Vic1n1ty of XS5427 and X55527 •. Thebattal~ons oone~udEJd thoir oper ... 
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ations and moved to backloading sites, Tho 3-60th Infantry embarked 
ATqs at 1500 hours in the vicinity of XS598253 and proceeded up the 
Ben Tr~ River, At 1530 hours the battalion's riverino column was am­
bushed in the vicinity of XS574291. Enemy fiies consisting of small 
arms, automatio-weapons and rockets were employed'~gainstthe Naval 
esqott and troop laden craft from the southern bQnk of the river. With­
l'nten minutes, gunships "'ere ,raking the area with mao.hine gun and 
roc-ket fire. reinforcing the assault support boat :f~res, ':FolloWing • 
the gunships,artillery fires were employed throughout thEa area, The 
enemy fire was suppressed- as the riverine column continued, 'entering 
the objective area to beach ~ ,and E Companies in the vicinity of XS54 
6278, and B crompany in the vicinity of XS547288 at ,1550 hours. The 
3-47th Infantry, in the meantime, had moved in the vicinity of XS599 
261 and ,started baakloading on ATCs to move to the objective area, 
The battalion oompleted the tl1Snsit at 1655 hours 'without -incident and 
beached in the Vicinity of XS560290.Elements of both battali'olB sear .. 
ched their a;reas and moved to establish dofensi ve/blockihg .P9,Si'tfons. 
By 2Q30, hours the battalions woro ostablished as folloWS I '3-47th :Inf­
antry in'the vicinity of XS548267 and 3-60th Infantry'with CompanY A 
in the vicinity of XS547277, crompany ~- in the vicinity Of XS54S282 and 
Company E in the Vioini ty of XS547~79, ' ' " 

, . • • I. ~ " ,;. • 

(d) Thr,oughout;,the 'day," tHo-';oneInY avoided contact 'wi th 
tho infantry battaliOnS, and concontratcdon ambushing thE) assault 
support, boats. He sucoE)eded 1'n taking the ini tiati:ve in h1sam~h 
attelEij)ts J however ,his ini tiati've' wasno,t pnough to inflict any aonsidor. 
abl~, damage, T.Wenty enemy were killed by Naval craft during the !lm-, 
bushes:. In one engagement sixteen wero killed when- three sail1pans:,~ 
assault suppor:t boats.of River Division 111, Thopngagement'occnirred 
just boforc sunset (1830 hours) when one of .the three sampans, i~ the 
viCinity of XS576334, crossing in front of the assault boat oolumn ' 
engaged the Naval boats with small arms and automatio weapons, Con~ 
sequontly, the threo sampans. were sunk and 16 va KIA (Be) rElsuitod, ' 
one Navy man was wounded in tho engagement, Tho remaind~r of enomy 
KIAs for tho dayVs o~rat1on wore creditod to the Air Cav troop, whioh 
ac'countod for 22 VC- KIA, 47 sampans and 22 structures destroya~. TWo. 
add1tional VC wero killed as a result of airs trikes employed, to ex­
ploitcontact developed ,by the Air crav, 

. (2) During the night of 10 June, no significant oontacts de­
veloped as the infantry battalions awaited the enemy to oontinuo ex­
filtration:from the Ben Tre area, ambush patrols were -em,ployodby 
both battal~ons, As exhibited throughout the day, the enemy avoided 
phYSical': "Spsagements I hO"l'Tover he endeavored to harass' elom'ents of the 
3-47thInfantry with several mortar attacks. The first mortar,attaok 
occ~red'during the early morning hours, at 0)36 hours and the last 
attack occurred at 0510-hours; no oasualties resulted,At 0730 hours 
tho 'Brigade continued·its offensive operations northwest in zone, The 
3-,47th Infantry attackedtowar.d ,thQ ~~i.c1.m~Y,co'f. XS572299, while the 
3-60th Int'antry attacked' northwo!.i? t9t}~t.t·tiy1~ ty of XS551301. The 
only engagemont during the . da~ ¢ccitfre~ .. s}jdr~lY' after 1030 hours when 
B/3-47th Infantry reported (iring and movement to their rear, a stay­
behind patrol was employed which later killed'one,VC. Three so~diers" 
were wounded When the company was engaged by one M-79 round. Elements 
of tho 3-60th Infantry apprehended ten detainee.s and obtained one~ 
~during their sweep, Six casualties resulted when elements of the 
battalion enoountered. f.)Ogby traps while sweeping",' Later in the after. ... 
noon both battalions embarked ATCs·and deployed to the MBB which had 
rolocated to Dong Tam. Results of the two day operation WOre 45 VC 
KIA, one POW, one ~ and one ch1,com rifle, Twelve bunkers, 
54 sampans and 37 structures were destroyed.,. Several small quanti ties 
of ammunition and supplies were also captured. The Brigado' and Task " 
Force 117 sustained ten USA WHA and ten USN W~,' . 

t. 13 June 19681 

Operations aontinutod on 13 June, with the conduct of airmobile 
and waterborne insertions in BINH DiI.I. TRUC ~~NG and 'CHONG THOM Dist-
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completed 1ts trans1t W1thoutinc1dent, and-was la1d ready to fire . 
(LTFl at0320hours, .. J~,sn,lP'PQr:t pf the Brigade's, subsequent d~ploYlJlent. 
C/J-34th Artillery was tho f1rst MRP un1 t to deploy to 'the AO;. Escort­
ed by Naval assault support boats, the battery conducted a nighttran­
,si t through the KI~m GIAO,.HOA Canal to FSB FLAGSTAFF in the v1c1ni ty 
of %8:555308. The battery was LRF at 0.60.0 hours. B/3-34thArt1llery 
redeployed t6FSB. FLAGSTAFF, following the infantry battalions. 

t 

'. (a) Tho two 1nfantry batta110ns embarked ATCs at 0400. 
hours, and c9mmenced the1r r1ver1ne deployment to the AO, escorted by 
assault support patrol boats, At 0.625 hours the r1ver assault boats 
rece1ved f1re from both baru{s 1n tho ViCinity of XS581341 •. One monitor 
and one ATC' ,were. h1 t resul t1ng 1n nino Navy and one Army WHA. The 
enomy's,f1rewas suppressed by a heavy volume of boat f1re"and the 
~1ver1ns movement continued, B/3-34th Art1llery, also encountered en­
emy f1re dur1ng its move from FSB TUCSON' to FSE: JrLAGS~F at: 0750,·hours 
lrr'thev1Ci'ni ty of XS5631. The enemy fire was quickly ~upprossed as 
thecanno~eers employcd wBeehivc· and HE in d1rcct fire on known and 
sus~ctod enomy posl tlona J ono artllleryman was woundod, Tho batttlry 
prooeodoa to FSB FLJ~GSTAFF, olosing at OB20'hours. The infantry bat­
alions cont1nued their movement south along the KINH GLAO RCA toward 
the beaching sites without further inCident. Troop B/7-1stAir cav-' 
alry was employed to provide aerial reconnaissance, and a light fire 
team from TF 116 prqvided aerial escort for the rivorlnooolumnuntil 
it arrived at tho-be:Jaahing sites. The 3-6cth Infantry prooeded .the . 
3 ... 47th Inf'antry (.:} dur1ng the deployment. At 0.832 hours oleinonts of 
the 3-47th I,nfar;try beached, employing, B' ~nd E Companies in the' V1cln1~ 
of xS6q4246 whi'l!(i' -Company A remained embarked as the battallonts BRF. 
All bes.ch·assaults'weJ:o without incident and unopposed. Elements of' 
the J-60th I'nfantry begart tHeir-bOach assaults at 0.850 hours employ-. 
ing Company· A 'in the vicinity of XS610252, Company E in the vicini tt 
of XS613250', and Company B in the vicinity of XS611250. ,C/3-6cth 
Infantry~cployod with the 3-34th Artil~cry and prov1ded FSff security 
throughout the optlrat1on, Upon beach1ng, 'bothbatta11ons conducted 
roconnaissance 1n force oporations northwest'1n zone. R1ver assault 
craft 1n1tial1:y remained 1n the vic1n1ty of the beaoh s1tes .and a~ 
vanced~rallel and abreast with the 1nfantry elements. The 3-6cth 
Infantry reo,onned the southern banks of the river. Eaoh battalion 
made a methodical searoh of 1ts ~ree.. The 3-6oth Infantry elemE:mts 
located and destroyed 2S·enemy,bunkers, apprehended 17 detainees"and 
found one CHICOM carb1ne and two VC uniforms, Elements of the 3~7th 
located and ,destroyed 50.' enemy bunkers, located a small supply/munition 
cache, and apprehended two ~etainees. Neither battalion bad enemy , 
contact. Nava:+ support elements ; . in, anothor engagement at' 1210 : hours , 
killed four VC in the vicinity ofXS'S76334. .: .. , \ '.. : 

(b) ElcmE,mtsof Ben Tro Sect1on, op£lrati,ng south of Ben 
Tre C1 ty, reported light contact wi th a va force., The 3-34th Art11ler~r 
provided general support fires' to ,the ARVN un! t 1n contact •. ,Artillery 
was also employed 1n the western portion of .theBr1.gade 1s AO (vic1n1ty 
XS513C, south of Ben TreY to suppOrt contacts devalopcdby B/7 ... 1st 
A1r Cav, Which deplOYed to the area to engage tho enemy as ho, ,wi thdx-ew 
1nto the Br1gade's AO. The 'cav troop accounted for ~ixVC KIA in the' 
Vic1nity of XS534-287, and three vcr KIA in the vioinityof XS462378. , 
At~1425 hours the air cav troop engaged 25 enemy t wear1ng black pajamas. 
Tho engagement continued until, 170.0 'hours resulting in 11 VC KIA. 
The enemy was wi thdraw.l,ng. s.out,h and southeast, :from E.en Tre into the 
Br1gade's AO., The Air'Cav troop made an assessment of the targot ' 
area Where art1llery fires were employed south.of Ben Tre. Thirty 
bunkers were destroyed, the major1ty of which showed eV1dencothat.the 
occupants were 1njured or wounded. Blood was,~meared·throughout the 
bunkers although no bodies were ,found. ' 

(c) It was ind1cative that the enemy was. WithdraWing 
south and southeast of Ben Tre into the Brlgade's AO •. At 1400 hours 
the Brigade Commander'deoided to exploit 'the situation and ordered 
both manouver battalionsto.baekload on ATCS, move to ~nd ,beaoh in' the 
Vic1nity of XS5427 and XS5527. The battalions conaludod their oper~ 

. . ' .. ' . . 
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riot', KIEN BOA Province. The 3-47th Infantry and 3-6oth Infif"ntry were 
employed oonducting recon-in-force operations to locate, and destroy 
elements of the 516th MF Battalion, 560th DCU and local guerrillas 
Within the zone of operations. ' 

(1) The concept of operation in accordance to OPORD 52-68, 
included a deceptive schemE) of .maneuvE)r to obtain thE) olement of sur­
priso when introdUCing ground forces into the intended AO. The do~ 
eptive soheme involved establishing FSB OK COREAL in the vicinity of 
XS630393. and deploying a Riverine ArmorE)d ReconnaissanoE) EIE)m~nt up 
the CRO GAO Canal to the vicini ty of xs605445 where a MEDCAPjDENTCAP 
would be conducted. Tho battery of artillery employed at FSB OK COR_ 
RAL was E)stablish (oriE)nted north) to giVE) thE) improssion that the 
Brigade's oporation would bo conducted north of the SONG CUA TIEU. At 
the same time, the battory was capable of providing fire support to 
the riverine oolumn ontering the KINE GLAO ROA and SONG BA LAl, lm­
~lementing the actual tactical schomo of manouver, to boaching sltos 
south of tho SONG BA LAI. Launchlng of assault craft and reposition­
ing of the Mobile Rivorine Baso also supported the deception plan. 

(2) The MRF initiated the doception plan at 0315 hours when 
B/;~,'4th Artillery deployed to FSB OK CORRAL,., followed by C Battery 
andA/3-60th Infantry. The artillery battalion(-) arrived at FSB 
~K CORRAL at 0700 hours, B Battery was laid ready to fire (LRF) at 
0725 hours, At 'that time, C/3-34th Artillery and A/3-60th Infantry 
proceedod to FSB BADWATER in the vicinity of xs675360, and arrived at 
0815 hours. The battery was LRF at 0830 hours. The two infantry bat­
~alions (-) departed the MRB at 0700 hours, with the 3-47th Infantry 
(-) prececllll8" 3-60th Infantry (-). B/3-47th Infantry deployed to a 
PZ in the vicinity of FSB OK CORRAL and prepared for subs~quent air­
~obile assaults into the AO. Both infantry battalions entered the 
objective area and conducted beach assaults without incident. The 
3-60th Infantry was inserted in the Vicinitt of BED #1, and east there­
of (vicinity 648305), in the order of C, Band E Companies, The J-47th 
Infantry (-) proceeded gas~ the RED beaches, and at 1035 hours inserted 
A and C Companies on GREEN Beaches 1 and 2 in the, .. ,vicin1 ty of XS698276. 
;,\11 beach assaults Were unopposed "and wrtf,tout incident. Upon oomplettn 
of the beach ass'aul ts, the 3-60thInfantry SWElpt south east in zone. 
while A,and ~/3-47th Infantry swept northWest. At 1058 hours, B/3-47th 
Infantry's first element was airlifted into tho AO t land1ng in the vic­
inity of XS68)263. '~ho entire company was introduced in the area by 
1110 hours. and moved toward the vicinity of XS658281. The two bat­
talions maneuvered in zone seeking out tho. enemy I however, no contact 
or engagements were madE) ·throughout the day. Several houses in the' 
vicini ty of XS679275 were reported,' by A/3-47th Infantry, to have been 
booby trapped with chicom grenadE)s on their doors. C/3-L}7th Infantry 
found a 15 pound chiaom mine and 4800 rounds of small arms ammunition 
in the vioinity of xs687272. B/3-47th Infantry made no significant 
finds. but apprehended 15 detainees. Elements of the 3-60th Infantry 
located a 30 bod hospital and medical supplies in the Vicinity of 
x.s642098. The battalion also apprehended nine detainoes,' At 1730 hrs~ 
the Brigado began extraction of tho maneuver battalions for deplo~ent 
to Dong Tam. A new miSSion was receivod that required theMRF' to do­
ploy to CAN THO. Extraction was completed without incident. and at 
2000 hours the battalions closed the MRB Which had relocated to Dong 
'tam. 

u. 17 thru 21 June 1968, 

(1) Completing operations prescribed by OPORD 52 .. 68. the 1-10-
~le RivE)rlno Force shifted anchorage on 16 June from DONG TA.M to 
CAN THO. Tbi transit was completed in twelve and three-quarters hours, 
during which the embarked infantry bat~a11ons prepared for the for­
com1ng operatlonS. At 170001 Juno, the 2nd Brigad~ was placed under 
tho operat1o&dl control of tho Senior Adv1sbr, IV ·CTZ. On 17 JunE) 
IV Corps ao-scts, to include the MRF, wereempl"YC9- in .PHONG,DIJ.'.lli 
Pr~v1nce to exploit and assess B52 airstrikOs against the J03rd and 
:;09t}:lIIF Battalions, and tho TAY DO 13 Bat-talions, The Mobile River-
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ine Force was tasked to conduct airmobile, riverine, and reconnaissance 
in force operations in CAIRANG, TRA ON. and FRUNG.HIEPDistricts, to 
locate ana. destroy the 303rd MF Battalion, 301st MF Battalion and other 
elements in zone. To accomplish that mis.sion, the Brigade employed the 
3-47th Infantry by riverine movem~nt to assault G~N Beaches, in the 
vicin1ty of WS812014, to sweep southeast in zone, and the 3-60th In-

tantry (-) by riverine movement to assault BED Beaches, ,in the vicin1ty 
of WS90.597.5, to sweep northwost in zone. ' Troop':A/7-1st' Air Cav and. the-
3-60th Infantry' (-, would sweep a,nd. exploit theB.52 ,strike ,area wi th1p 
the,AO. 

!.' 

(a) The MRF commenoed its operation at 0'325 hours in 
accordance to OPORD S3-68'~ with the 3-'34th Artillery (-) deploying from 
the Vicinity of WS86034 to FSB GULCN in the vicinity of WS950005. Bat­
eries Band C arrived at FSS GULCH at 052.5 hours, and were LRF with1n 
30 minutes. A/3-34th Artillery supported the operation from \VS846070. 
The 3-47th Infantry departed the MRS at. 0400 hou~s# and deployed by 
r1vel'ino movement into tho AO. At 0614 hours the battalion employod 
Company A in th~ vicipityof WS8100~6, Company B in the vicin1ty of 
WS 81001.5, Company C in the Vicinity of WS810014, and Company E in, the 
vicini ty of WS811019.' Upohbe&ching unoPPosEld', tho battalion reconned 
in force. Tho 3...;60th Infantry dEl parted, the M:aB at 0540 hours, and 
proceeded to ?ED 'S€aches, I!'he battalion empl,'oyod Company A in tho vic­
ini ty of WR91.o978; Company S in 'the, vi,eim ty of WR90497S. and Company 
E in the vic:iru.:tY of WR9059'?5. T~o battalion then procoedod to sweep 
northwest in zone.A/,?-lst AirCav'commenced its, aerial reoonnaissance 
of the B.52 strike at O,?OO hours., ,~nemy forces' subsequontly enco;untered 
by A/7-1st 'Air Cav were' dotootod, by tho Man Paok Deteotor/E63. ,commonly 
known as the "People S!11ffor". The "Feople Sn1fj'e:r" missions wore , 
flown, by the, Brigade's ehomieal section, inoonj'Unotion wi th tho Air 
Cav aerial' roeonna1ssanoo. When hi,gh readings wero obtained, gunsh1ps 
respona.o,d:' and 'mado i througp. reconnaissanco of ~he area. Whenfirod 
upon, the gunships ;took evasive action and. engaged tho ,enemy" A/.7-1st 
Air ca:v ~illed eight VC in tho vicinity of WR~95961 at 0800 hours. Ton' 
minutes l,~te,~t' tho, troop roportod soven more, YP. KIA in tho samo area , 
aftcr'br1efa.r exchangino fire With tho ,~ndmy.' :£oven woapons wero ob­
served laying in tho aroa of contact. The 'air cav troop cont1.nued its 
intensified roconnaissance throughout the area and subsequentengago­
ments resulted in throe VC KIA in the vicin1t~ of WR890978, seven VC 
KIA in: thevic'ini ty of WR8,?0954 and three VC 'KIA in the v1~ini ty: of 
WR890970,., ' ',' " 

'( b) The Brigade commander ordered the 3..;60th Infantry to 
moye to the area of Air Cav engagements and establish oontaot with tho 
enemy if pOS's1 ble. The 3-6oth Infantr~ co.tnr.lcnoed its sweep of tho area 
at 1100 hours, finding eitht VC KIA, four AK-4,?, two Ml carbines, and 
one wounded female VC.' A/3-60th Infantry found a sampan conta1ning 
anothur female Vet who ,w'as unconcious, inadd1 tlon .to six 'AK-47 mag- ' 
azint:s and. six ch1com grenades. Companies A and B.,~~ere briofly' engaged 
With small armS:tire while search1ng the area,no --casualties r€J sul ted , 
and tho battalion cont1nued its search'of' ,tho area, The Air Cay troop 
continued its aerial reoonnaissance, engaging VC fleeing throughout the 
ar~aJ; as of 174.5 hour's', the troop accounted for :33 VC KlAs. " Elomt.:nts 
of the 3-47th Infantry conducted their operations without 1ncident. 
Tho battalion maneuvered toward the 3-60th Infantry, olemonts and es­
tablishod night dofonsive positions in'the vici.i11 tyof \~R846976. and. 
WR872982. Tho 3-6oth Infantry ostablished its night defens1ve positiors 
in the vicinity of WR871941. Throughout the day a total of sovona1r­
strikes woro omploy~d resulting in seven bunkers and:31 struct¥!'os 
dostroyed, nine bunkers and 32 structures'wero~damaged" The MEF oper­
ation had thu.t yielded 33 VC KIA f seven '1ndi Vidual weapons, two POW's· 
and one CD. ' " ' 

(2) ,On' 18 'June f ·'operations continued with tho :.3-47th Inf~~try 
conducting ;airmobllo opvrations from its ni8ht pos1t10ns, E/3-47th 
Infantry Was a1rlifted to,an'LZ in tho vicinity of WRQ836 and 'attacked 
northoast......establishing contact with an cst1matdd VC squad in tho 'vic­
inity 'of WR904940. As the contact increased, A/3-47th I~'antry ,was, 
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airlifted at 1358 hours to tho vi cini ty of vlR904930. to reinforce Com­
pany E which was now enge.ging a VC- platoon, Compe.nios, Band C-wore 
subsequently introduced into the area of contact to attack a VC bunker 
complex from Whioh heavy volum~s of fire worcemplorcd. During 
the battalion's engagement, seven U,S, WHA and two MIAs resulted from 
small armsf1re. Enemy losos were 20 VC KIA; tho majority of Which 
were by gunships. A/7-lst AirCav supported the ground forces and 
accounted for 17 VC KIA, During ono engagoment. an air obsorver was 
wounded ,when an LOH recoivod ground firo from a bunkor in tho vicinity 
of t1H904940, . Throe airstrikosworc also employed in support of the 
3-47th Infantry wh1ch aontinuod its contact"until 2200 hours. The bat­
talion established night defonsi vo positions and employed ambushoEi. 

The 3-60'th Infantry swept northElast from its night posi­
tions during the day, Earlier, at 0050 hours, A/3-60th Infantry on­
gaged and killed three VC in a sampan moving in the Vicini ty of v1R8489 
74, E/3-60th Infantry .was airlifted to vicinity of WR849974 at 0815 
hours, while companies A and B moved northeast. A/3-6oth Infantry 
sustained ono U,S, \'1HA. in the vicinity of W8905887 by booby trap. The 
battalion moved to backloading Sitos', ombarkod ATCs and returned to 
tho MRBat 1745 hours. .' " ' 

#. _ • :.:: .• :: ~~ .~ '- ~ {:. 't. 

(3) 19 June '1968, 

(a) The 3-47th Infantry swept the area of the previous 
days contact. Elements of the battalion located one U,S. KHA, two VC 
KIA, one carb1ne, and four chicom grenades. Aftor comploting its 
sweep of the aroa Companies A and E l'TCre airlifted to the vicinity of 
WS700000 and attacked north. C/3-47th Infantry was later airlifted to 
tl1e Vicinity of W8869001, After conducting s't'Teop operatiOns the bat­
talion was extracted and returned to the MRS. 

(b) The 3-60th Infantry departed the MRB and made boaah 
landing assaUlts in the vicinity of WS719038, the battalion then attacl 
ed south 1n zone. One VC was engaged and killed by B/3-60th Infantry 
at 1105 hours in the vicinity of \I1S713025, Another VC KIA, from an 
earlier a1rstI'ike, was also found 1n the vicinity of \vS7140?5. B 
Company. sustained two U.S, WHA from a booby trap while search1ng the 
area. A/3-60th Infantry established contact wit~ a squad size force 
at 1520 hours in the v1cinity of V1S698225, During the en~e.gement the 
eompar:w killed five ve, while sustaining tl'10 U.S, KHA and two U.S. WHA 
No other significant contacts were encountered during tho day, and at 
2030 hours the battalion established night defenSive positions • 

. (c) The 3-34th Artillery deployod from FSB GULCH to 
support the operation from a new FSB (LONGHORN) located 1n tho vioini t: 
of WB790045. The battalion (-) deploYEld earlier during the day and 
was LRF at FSB LONGHORN at· 0715 hours~ At ~1~~~5 ,~hours a LCM-8 resupply 
boat of tho 3-:34th,A.rtillery was:~l;ru~,l;.e,a ,;,ia.P9- ~1¢ ltli th rocket firo, 
One U.S, KHA and ten TtlHA. 'rcsul tc'd;Tn ada! bran to threE) , WH.Li. of the 
1098th Boat Company. During tho days operation enemy loses wore nine 
ve KIA, ono POW, and tuo weapons captured in addition to several gren­
ades, documents, a.nd medical supplies', Four U,S. were--KHA and 19 were 
WHA. 

(4) 20 June 1968J 

(a) The 3-47th Infantry departed the ~ffiB at 0645 hours 
to assault GREEN Beaches in the vicinity of v1S708106. The battalion­
.~ached unopposed at 1015 hours and attacked southwest in zone, No 

'significant conta.ct dovoloped throughout the day' and at 1600 hours, C 
Compa~ was airlifted to the vicinity of iiJ870208 from whE:Jncc it Si'1ept 
to GREEN Beach #1 in the Vicini ty of \118717070 . to be extracted. B/3-47t' 
Infantry was airlifted to the vicin1ty of N'S660098-at 164.5 hours and 
beoame o'l'CON'to 3-60th Infantry. The 3-47th Infantry (-) comploted 
its extraction to the r·mB at 2100 hours. 
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(b) The 3-60th Infantry remained in tilt? AO the ni.ght. of 
19 J".J.llC, employing ambush patrols. At 0155 hours, an ambush patrol 
of qompany E engaged and killed four VC in a sampan in the Vicini ty of 
WS713030, one AK-50, two US Ml, twoSKS rifles and one chicom carbine 
werc' captured. Upon returning to its ambush posl tion, the ambush 
pat~ol e.ngaged another sampan, at 0215 hours.i. moving ncar its posltiolB 
'four VC'KIA and one VC \vIA (female) resultod, ln addi tionto ona pound 
-of doc~cnts, two _ chi com gren.a.d.es, two M-16 and f1 ve AK-~7maga.z1nes • 
being captured. The battalion spent the remainder of .~hemorning With­
out further incident. After night k1 ts were extracted, the battalion 
was airlifted into a new AO and lantirl1n the vicinity of WS677056, 
\018658055 and \,18661099, The airlift was completed at 1205 hours, after­
Which the battalion attacked southeast in zone •. No s1gnifi-cant oontacts 
wer-c encountered -throughout the remaind.er9f, the, day J however, eight­
U.S. WHA resulted from booby,trap il?-cidcnts. Company C sustained the 
casualties while escort1ngB/3-34th Artillery in the vicinity of HS79 
0046 at 1950 hours. The battalion'established night defensive positkns 
in the Vicin1ty of W8680070 at 1930nours. -

- (c) The 3-34thArtillery supported ground forces from FSB 
SAGE BRUSH In the vicin1ty of W8736045. C/3-34th Artillery departed 
FSB LOlmaORN at 0310 hours and arr1ved 'at" thtl'-~new FSE. at 0740 hours. 
B/3-34th Artillery followed Batt~ry C at 1020 hours, and arrived at FSB 
SAGE BRUSH at 1110 hours. A/3-34th Artillery relocated to the vicinity 
of WR83590, arriving at 1340 hours·. As B/3-34th Artillery was redep~ 
ing to the MBE from FSPB SAGE BRUSH it was ambushed at 1950 hours in 
the vicinity of W8790041. ~40 rocket and small arms fire engaged the 
battery resulting in one gun barge' severly damaged, one 105mm hOWitzer 
was also destroyed, The ambush"was quickly suppressed by assault sup-
port craft and the artillery barges. . 

(5) 21 June 1965. 
", . 

(a) A and C/3-47th Infantry remained aboard the MRS as a 
Brigade REF. B/3-47th Int'antrywas relcasod from OPCON to J-6oth Inf­
antry at 0922 hours and conduct~d anAML movement to 'the vicinity of 
WS8613 whore they backloaded ATCs and returned to the MRB. ,After'oom­
pleting the security miSSion for the 3-34th Artll1eryi Com~ny C 'baak­
loaded ATCs at 1130 hours in- the vicinity of WS82705?, and retqrned to 
the MRB at 1450 hours. During the early morn1nghour.s C/} ... 60th Inf­
a.ntry engaged movement around its perimeter. - At first l1ght the oom- · 
pany swept the area and found two va KIA and one M-l rlfle in t,ho vic-' 
inlty of ws683077. The battalion was extraoted from the AO by con­
ducting airmobile operations to a backloading site located at WSS03145. 
A/3-47th Infantry, While ih7Ui tine to 00 extracted, found on VC KBA and 
~b gear in the v1cinity of W8 692073. The battalion embarked ATCs 
and returned to the MRS' at 1055 hours. 

(b) Total results of- the five day operation were', five 
U.S. KHA, one U.S. KNHA, 44 U.S. WHA and ohe' U~'S. MIA. One gun barge 
and one 105mm hOWl tzcr was destroyed.' Enemy loses were 84 va: KIA', 
five PaWs, 22 detainees,nine AK-47. two M2 oarbines, two chi com oar­
bines, one Ml, one AX-50 one BAR, and two SKS rifles were captured. 
In addition 43 bunkers, 49 structures and four sampans were destroyed. 
Arr unknown amount of equipment, medical supplies and documents were 
also captured. 

v. 23 and 24 June 1968. 

(1) On 23 June, th~ MRF commenced its deployment from a CAN 
THO anchorage to Dong Tam. The red(Jploymont \'i'as conducted in accord­
ance to Frag Order #1 to OPOBD 54-68, which employed the two maneuver 
battalions in cagle float operatiOns on the NICOLAI Canal and MANG 
THIT River while enroute to 'Dong Tam. The cagle float operations' were; 
directed "tOWard clearing the waterways of enomy forces, and to d()stroy 
enomy fortifications in deSignated areas. 
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(a) Boats of River Division 111 and 92 with thtt-two bat­
talions embarked, departed the NHB shortly after 0500 hours to proceed 
to the central Delta via the Nicholai Canal, Song Mang Thlt, Song Co 
Chien, and Song Tien Giang. At 0735 hours the maneuver battalions ~. 
c~ . in the vicini ty of Xs063064 and swept northeast along the NichoJOO. 
at' approximately 1030 hours the infantry battalions embarked ATCs 
and continued the transit. ThG boat divisions and embarked troops 
established. night positions at 1600 hours near the inters-cction of the 

, Song Tien Giang and Song Ham Luong. Thirty-two bunkers were destroyed 
,and ten detainees taken in a three hour sweep along.the Nlcholal Canal 
by 3/47th and 3-60th Infantry Battallohs, 

. (b) . At 0800 hours boats of the FI~tilla not involvod with 
escorting 'the maneuver battalions bogan the 110 mllo translt to Dong 
Tam. At 1200 hours the shlps of tho MRB with ASPB escorts were under­
way on the first segment of the two day trip~ Task Force Six Gun. 
escorted by Rlver DiviSion 112 boats, followod along a fow minutes 
later. ,The USS BENEWAH ple.yod a p~coloBlcal oporations tape oxplain­
ing our prosonco in the area for the benefit of listeners ashoro,as the 
ships Were passing through the Vam Nao Crossover, The ships anchored 
for the evening at 1900 hours after reaching the Song Tien Giang. 

, c 

(2) On 24 June, tho MRB departed the ;~SAC Crossover at 
0600 hours and continued its doploYll1E.lnt to Dong Tam, .The two infantry 
battalions embarked ATCs and commenced 'their deployment to Dong Tam. 
The 3-47th Infantry proceeded the 3-60th Infantry during the transit. 
The MRB' arrived at Dong Tam approximatoly 1400 hours. The 3-47th 
Infantry closed the MRB at 1640 hours and assumed MRB socuri ty. During 
tho transit, tho 3-o0th Infantry Bn , : ooachod for s, short time on 
the south bank of the Song My Tho about five miles west of Dong Tam 
to conduct familiarizatiorr :flring nnd zero tqo1r weapons. 

w. 26 June thru 5 July 19681 

The Mobile Riverine Force temporarily concluded OPERATION 
TRUONG CONG DINH on 26 June J..... !J:lnd ini tia ted Phase II of OPERATION TOAN 
TRANG 'in LONG AN and HAU NGWA Provinces. On 6 July, the Brigade em­
ployed 3-47th Infantry in security of Dong Tam aase and the 4-47th 
Infantry embarked ships of the MRB. Rotation of the two infantry bat­
talions was completed in one day. 

x. 7 thru 9 July 1968. 

(1) Completing operations in LONG. AN Province, the MRF con­
tinued OPEBATION TRUONG CONG DINE on 7 July in accordance to OPORD 
57-68. The target solected was clements of the 516th VC Battalion 
and other enemy units entrenched west of the "Crossroads" in KIEN 
HO~ ~rovince. The operation ~as conducted in coordination and cooper­
ation With RF/PF clements in GIONG TROM, TRUe GIANG Districts. The 
Brigade's concept of operation was toemploythc,4-47th Infantry 'in 
beaah assaults on BLUE Beaches·1, 2 and' 3 in t~ vi cini ty of XS 529370 
and. XS546362; after boac-hing, the battalion 'wo'Ula. attaok east and west 
concurrently. The 3-60th Infantry would deploy by riverine .movement 
to establish a PZ in the vicinity of FSB ~ACO (XS598365); afterwhich, 
the battalion would conf1gure for alrmobile combat assault to LZs 
south of the 4-47th Infantry's ?each sites. 

, (a) The operation commenced at 0220 hours t "'Then the 
J-34th Artillery(~) deployed to FSB WACO. .The battalion arrived at 

.0615 hours, and, was LRF at 0630 hoWlS. The, 4-47th Infantry departed 
the MRB at 0345 hours and: proceeded to ,the AO. The battalion entered 
the SONG BA LAI 'without incident and b~ached employing C and A Compan­
ies at 0715 hours on BLUE Beaches 1 and 2 (XS546362 and XS548362), and 
Company B at 0730 hours in the Vicinity of XS529370. The 3-60th Inf­
antry doparted the MRB at 0415 hours and conduoted a riverine move­
ment to FSB WACO tor airmobile insertion into the AO. The battalion 
arrived at the FSB at 0740 hours and configured for airmobile movement. 
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, i Em.-,,10yment of the J-6oth Infantry was delayed pepding development of fil co~ta.ct? by 4-47th InfantrY,elements, . The Brigade, commanderts schema 
: cr 'maneuver was. to' .e. mploy ,th,tl '3_60th .. i~.'Int'antry",at ai ther cf a series of 

L7;s whioh W,ould comple.mentany contacts developed by the 4-47th Int' ... 
~lltry. As of ,0900 hours no .contacts or engagements were made, The , 
"9-60th Infan,~ry i'ntroduced'acmpany Glnto the AO' at 0914 hours J the' , ' 

i company was airlif.t~d to an: LZ,; located in. the vicinity, of XS505355 
anq. ~ompletE?d the, I 0.1:;- moveJjlent at 0940 hours, ':e/3-6oth J;nfantry re- • 
mained at theFSB ina BHF posture. A/3-60th'Infantry was airlifted 
to' XB,52432J at 1040 hows, tHe company: Elmployecl one, platqo'n .. to 's~c.ure 
a helicopter wh1ch had mechs:n.1cal trouble at that; l6oa.tion .. :~ .A.'t:k>ut,the 
same time t E/4-47th Infantry was introduce 1nto 1;he AO,' beaching :in 
the ViCinity of XS,50,5376., Immediat~upon beaohing the company started 
its sweep and engaged two va at 1100 hours in th~ vicinity of the 
beaching!area I two va KIAs resulted from the cngagement.~ The only 
other engagement to ocaur during the day was at 094,5 hours when an 
element of DI3-5th Alr cavalry was briefiy cngaged with automatic 
weapcns firo ~in the vicinity of XS505370. The results of that engage­
ment wc~ not known, no. frlendly casualtles were, sustained from the 
ground tirc. . 

(b) The battalions continued their oporations and no 
signif1ca~t contacts wero made during the day. Nine airstrikes Were 
employed on beaching sltes and other targets 1n thc AO. The air. 
strikes destroyed 29 bunkers and 21 structures, and damaged seven 
bunkers and. 13 structures. The infantry battalions also destroyed 
59 bu~~rs and apprehended four detainecs Who were later cla~s!tJed as 
one POW, t\llo CDs and one IC,. Tho 3-60th Infantry (-) establj;shed its 
night defcns~vc positicns employing Company A 1n,the vicinity of XS54 
1348. Compan.Y B in the v1ci.n1~y, of::~$89,,68, a.ng.,)~C{ompany C in the vic­
ini 'bY of XS539348. The' 4~?t:rf Irtfanttt:"; af-cer complE::ting ra.nother 
riv~rine insertion at 1700 hours, estab[lsh~d night defens1ve positias 
in the Vicinity of XS5,513,55. . ' 

(2) On the morning of 8 July the ~ continue its operation. 
a/3-60th Infantry embarked ATCs in the Vicinity cf its night defensive 
~osi tions and. made a' 'ri verine assault landing in the vicini tf ot xs43 
0404. The battalion employed A and cr'C'ompanies 'in ail'JD.obile' as~aults 
to the vicinity of XS425J60 and XS380380 respectively. The two com­
Panies were subsequently employed in eagle flights moving northeast 
Within the AO seeking the enemy. A/3-60th Infantry captured OnD POW 
and his chicom rifle in a bunker in the vicinity of XS43,5378. ,B' 
3-60th Infantry beached without incident and movtld east • ..After s'ear~.,. , 
ing tho immedlate area. the company engaged f1 va fl()ei~ VC in t.1',lo .. ~~" . 
Vicin1 ty cf XS431400 I ono VC KIA resulted. The. ~ttalion continuEJd 
its cperation Without furthcr incident. Concurrently with the deploy­
ment of the J'!"60th Infantry, the 4-47th, Infantry had embarkod ATCs 
in the vicinity of XS,5553,58 and deployed to oonduct rlverinc assault 
landings in the vicinity of XS482381. The 4-47th Infantry beached 
Wi thout inCident and movod west in. zone. E/4-47th Infantry was br1ef'-
1y engaged with small arms and automatic woapons fire irrth€l Vicinity 
of' xs460388. Shortly thereafter, thc company apprehended an" ARVN 
T.'1ho statod that he had escaped from five vcr. A/4-47thInfantry sus­
tained three WHAs trom a booby trap during its movement in the Vic­
inity of xs484398. Another engagement occurred at 1,500,hours when 
E/4-47th Infantry encountered snipElr fir~ in the v1c1nity of xs458392. 
The remainder 01' tho day was wi thout inoid~nt~ a~,-the 4-47th In'fantry 
embarked ATCs and roturned~~the Mm?;' ~~"~'ff" ~~6Q.~l\!'nfantry rema1ned 
in the AO t and establis~cd 'n1gbt'dcfens1rvearid'ambush positions em­
ploying Company A in the vicinity of ~549293, Company B in the vic­
inity of XS,544289. apd Company a in th~ vic~ri1tyof XS,542300. Th~ 
;-60th Infantry spent tho night without incident •. TWo additional V~ 
were KIA when B/J ... J4th Artillcry (lngaged snipers firing' 1n the ,vicini t~ 
of XS465428, " 

( 3) At 0900 hours t. on ·itbc mcrning cf 9 July, the 3-60th Inf­
antry (-T embarked ATas in the vi,e.1n1 ty ,:,1' XS5S,5297 and oommanced 
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movement to the MRB. Tho 3~)~th Artlll~ry (~) doparted FSB WACO at, 
1030 hours, and'deployod to Dong Tam. Durlng tho throo day operation, 
tho onomy sus,talned flve VC KIA •. The AOs, whlch are normally active, 
showed evidence. of 'the enemy's· ',desire to avold contact' wfth the 
ground' forces., " ' . 

y. ' 10 thru 13 1968. 
. , 

.. (1)' ,On 10 JUly, the MHF inltlated opQratlons InKIEN HOJ1 
Province to locate and destroy enemy forc~s a~ hisequlpment wlthin 
HUON MY and MO CAY Dlstricts. Thb ope:ration was ,'conducted in accord-

,anCG to OPOBD 58-6~. 'Subsequent operatiOns, we,re In1 tlatedemploying 
both the 4~47th and 3-60th Infantry Inbcach assaults, airmoblle and 
eagle float operations. Aerlal reconnaissance was intenslfled and 
"Peoplo Sniffer'" miSSions were flo\,rn' extonslvcly to looate ,tho ovasi vo 
enomy. Eagle flight, techniques were also extensively employed to 
broaden the . .possl bili tie~_ of-cstabllshi.ng contact with tho enemy. 
Night ambush patrols W(:ro E)m'!Jloycd to interdict cnemyaotivity. 

," , (2), During the period 10 thru 13 July, the enemy continued to 
evado,. the Brigade. ,'Sporadic eng8gcmen:I:BoccurrE)d on :10 July when E/ 
3~60thln~antry and the 4-47th Infantry kilicd one and two vc respoct­
Iv¢ly. '~Tith the exceptlon of those'brief engagements, the enemy evad­
e<1,.: the m~ncUVfJr .'battallons and frequently omp~o.Yf1u:l smpor fire. On 
.1'1 July, contaot was 11ml ted .to Drlot ohge.gomcnts by E/3-6oth Infa.ntry 
l'i'hi qh kl1l~d two VC and captured anothor. The Brigade wa.s tasked to 
deploy two:1nfantry compan1os tb,pass OPCON to tho 3rd'Brigade, 9th 
Inrantry Divlslonwhlch had establlsh contact With the enemy. At 1920 
hours. A and E/4-47th Infantry movod by air to the 3rd Brigade's TAOR. 
Tho 4-47th Infantry (-) continued its opEJratlonconcurrently With tho 
3-60th Infantry. On 12 July~ the 4-47th Infantry, (-) was employed in 
Qnairmobilo assault to XS3918 and movod southwest In zone. The 
3 .. 60th Infantry moved south to embarkation' si tes in the vi c1n1 ty of 
XS438108 and XS4?8085. Both battalions embarked ATCs and returned to 
tho MRB. 'Operations conducted ,on 12 July concluded the three day op-

'ora.tion irr ~1O CAY Distrlct., The 4-47th'Infa.ntry employod Band C, ' 
Com~'ln1cs to conduct eaglo, float operations between the Viclnity of 
XS41~65 and XS455193 on 13 July, The 3-60th Iqfantry Was tasked with 
MRB and FSB'seourlty, In additlon to belng tho Brigade'S RRF. A and 
E/4-41th Infantry remained embarked at the MRB"preparpd to exploit 
any contaot if encountered by the battalion. The ,4-47th Infa~try en-

. countered no contact d,.uring its, 'swoop through tho' area. but reported 
dcstroyiriG 57 bunkers, The ,opElratlon llas completed at 1400 hours and 

, the battal~on' (-) returned to ~ho MBB. 
~ _.,. .. :- .. 

z. 15 thru 17 July 19681 ' 

(1) .. Wl th the implemontation of OPORD 59-68, the MRF oontlnued 
Oper~tlon TRUONG CONG DINH. conducting, reconnaissanceln force, air­
mobile and rI.e~1.neop'eratlons in ~NG LONG_. C~U THANH Dlstriats, ' 
VINE BINH' Provln6e~<.,~The target selected 1'1as the VC Base Area 487 10-
catod in. CANG-'LONG 'DIstrict. Thr0F enemyun1t~ :W~!J Known to be in­
dlgenous to th\; area J thE)l"'woro the CANG: LONG ncb, ,513 Ranger .. Company 

,and a now~y formed 510, Battalion Which was involved ,ln tralning oper-
,,'stiollEr wl th1ntho Base" Aroa. Informatlon of tho 510, Battalion was 

pro:if1dod:from .8." Hol Chanh who rallied, op. 27 June, 8,M provided the fol­
lowlng,lnf6rm:a.~iont th~510 :ea.ttalion,had,an estimated strength of 
350 ~moorJ.3f .$bd \'las aotivated :t):oin.,localUritts,)and:.v11la.:~E) guorrllla.s. 
on8'~Ul¥/,i ~" 'Was located ina treeline alopS' tp~L Be.~ .Tang ,Stream in 

• the vl6in1-ty ot 'XS356042; a,~, moved:~a~t: th,ty ,i"ollowi:ng, d~Y.' to LONG 
TRI Hainlct.in ,th(L viclni ty, of XS37804.0 ...... 'the Batt~~ion ,'X'.c;m.ained: In 
'~hat aroa :f,ot'. a;, wookand gaV:9 no, Indlc~,t$.btiS of. ma~ng. a . substantial 
m~vo. Add~tional·,information. ~f thE(CANG' toNq'~p~.:~n~,;5.31 Ranger Com­
paIlY'/ indioatcdthc1r strengt~st6 ,00 ,100 t:i.nd·, 1.~O: ,ki:i0llllb~s respectively. 

I ,I.... .. ' :":. f. '. : .. ~, '~~"\! ~'; i,..;~ ,."' •. i..~l"';-f!:~ ~ . 

'I,," .( 2) :Tho.oporatiot:! __ oo~onct;p. '~9Jl~5 July' in .epaJ:'dlnation and " 
aoop,cratlon lli th the 9th ARVN ):~;1:vl~1on~<Thc" OPPBD: Pl1:~i~"dcd for effec­
tive covoragE:! of a large soalc l arGa~: .. Tho oporat;lon::~)3 :,,Planned on tho 

, . . <: .. : ~" ;" ~- .. '" , .j,., 

. , r .. ". ~~. 
r •• ~ , 

, , '4, 

[I /;;/j.c; ~L:-/l iT; /zl 



AVDE-47MH_A 
SUBJECTs aombat Operations - After Action Roport 

assumption that contaot would most probably be. attained within the 
vcr Base' Area, and if contact was gained, the maneuver batta110ns would 
bo positioned to offer immed1ato mutual. suppor:t .. ..,.A Complemontary 
scheme of maneuver employed by the 14th ARVN Rogiment prevented tho 
enemy's w1thdrawal from tho AO to tho SouthWest. A E-,2 A1rstrike, 
that was employed conourrently wi~h tho conduct of beach assaults, 
also complemented the MaF's operation in that the target of the air­
strike was south and adjacent to the Bri~adets AO. Initially a FSa • 
was established by the 3-34th Art11lery (-) on the south end of a 
large island in the CO CHIEN B1ver, in the vici~ty of XS398135. The 
i-84th Artillery, located south ot CANG LONG, employed four 15Smm 
hO\l1:tzers in support of th€l Brigade ,·s operat10n. At 0440 hours. the two 
maneuver battalions departed the MRE (vicinlty XS4707) onroute to the 
AO, 

(a) The 3-6l>th Infe.ntry b£acly.,;~'- at C!7~·5 hours €lmploylng 
B and E C:ompe,nles"ln th€l vicini ty of XS,3551 15 ;"ncl XS356114 resp(lctivcu. 
A/3-60th Infantry ooaoh()d in the vioini ty of' X':~:4 5211, and ()stab11shE.ld 
a PZ for subsuqucnt a1rmobile operations. I~ml~dlately'upon beaoh1ng 
E/3-60th Infantry killed one·Va and found some doouments and six gren­
ades. A and B Companies apprehended VC SUSP(!cts as they search the 
areas of the beach Sites. A/3-60th Infantry commenced its a1rmobile 
assault from thovicin1ty of XS353120 to XS348117 at 0824 hours. B 
and E Companies continuE:ld to move oast, in zone and, locat€ld several 
small quantities of supplies and eqUipment. A/3-60th Infantry oontin­
ued its airmobile operations mov1ng from tho vicinity of XS3J8118 to 
XS36?050 and XS372048 in search of enemy forcos •. As of 1330 hours the 
battalion had not encountered any s1gnif1cant contacts or engagements. 
Tho 3-60th Infantry ,,!as employed by.airmobil() ,assaults to estab11sh . 
blocking positions and fix enemy clements wh1ch were.incontact with 
the 4-47th Infantry, e/J-60th Inta~tlty;,. whi-ch ·r·o'malned afloated as 
the battalion REF, was 1ntroduc()d into the AO beaching 1n the vicinity 
of XS354118. The company moved to a PZ and was air11fted at 1600 hrs 
to tho vlclnity of XS379103. Durlng the first a1rlift of C/3-60th 
Infantry, two helicopters wero, engaged and hit by enemy flre in the 
vlcini ty of tho LZ, ont:J door gunner was wounded, Elements of C Cc::mp;:qt', 
located on the LZ, established contact With a VC,~quad •. By 14)0 hours 
the entlre company had completed i tsalrllft to the area and es.tablish­
ed contact wlth the enemy. A dust off was r()qucst()d for one U,S. WEA, 
and at 1520 hours the medevac hellcoptE:lr was engaged and hit by enomy 
fires. Tho h()licopter could not land in the area; it roturcd to tho 
MRB because of mechanical difficulties rosulting from the ground fire. 
At 1600 hours E/3-60th Infantry was airlifted to the v1cinity of 
XS379103 to reinforce Company C in its contact, Dur~ng_its air11ft, 
one soldier lIas accidentally kl1led and four others were wounded by 
hell copter flres which was rOturning enemy fire near tho LZ~ Both E 
~mpany and the assault hellcoptors l'1Ore engaged in ·the vicinity of 
the LZI one hellcopter was downed by the enemy's flre, The two com­
panies contlnued lts engagement in the vicinity of the PZ., and estim­
ated the oontact to be With a VC Company, Beginning at 1815 hours BI 
3-60th Infantry was air11ftod to the vicin1ty of XS)8S114 to explo1t 
the contact. The first lift of E Company encountered en()my firo upon 
leaving the LZ. A portion of A/3-60th Infantry was,air11fted to the 
AQ to establish a blocking position lnthe vicinity ofXS379102. The 
remalnder of Company A was airlifted to FSB BEl'lEGADE •. The 3-60th Inf­
antry establlshed its block1ng positions andfixe9.. .. thO' enemy. 

" _- J ,"" :. ,.. \..' • 

(b) Tho 4 .. 47th IntElntry -l·ni tlnlly co.Qduoted 1 ts 
'bof1~h. •• 8a\ll.tQ at 0700 hours emplOYing-Arand' B ''Ctimpan1es in tl'!e; Vi.cjfn"!l" 
ity ot XS~72.124 and XS.370123 respect1vely. The two companies moved 
South ,1h. ~o.ne. The 3/E/4-47th Infantry was 11'11 tlally employed' W1.th 
'~l:D~efti;s of TFl1? 1tl a RARE operation moVinc frQm XBJ.i.42068 to XSl4-1004S. 
C/4.4:'~ 11\t~nt:ty bea-e.hed at OB15 l\eurs in the Y:te1tdu1 ~f XS37()1!,j, 
Sh*,.rtly at'teI' fJeaeh1.ng all elements 01' the battalion· l'epo.rted movement 
~'~,' ~l'1eh:. ,z~~s ~ Sevelis1. datal.," EtS !ere ii"~' ~h, ,etki~~.veftl sign- . . J.'f~e9.nt ·8 s,t.ght1 s e ." .. ,' \ . ,c rl.$ • ". ' ... ', .. >, • ". 

Vii~;li~!fpe fi~l1lt e·f!tsit'n ~ft!: \~~.'f s1~i16;~e·!t,.e::~t*6 
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wt thin rango of small arms f1:~O, B/4-1+?th ,Infantry also reported 
enemy troops mov1ng in the vicini ty of XS372118, At 0831 hours A/ 

. 4-47th Infantry wes engaged with small arms and automatic weapons fire 
f in the vicinity of XS374115, Continuing its movem~nt the company was 

,J.;,7d' engaged with B-40 rocket or mortar fire, no casual ti£s resulted. B/ 
4-47th Infan~.ry was insert£:d at. 1045 hours in the vicinity of XS374102. 
As the battalion continued its movement south. no significant contacts 
were· established,' However, Company A oontinued to receive mortar or 
,rooket fire which resulted in two U,S., WHA. B/4-47th Infantry observ­
ed 15 VC running in the vicini ty of XS374102. Artillery and gunships 
were employed agalnst th~ enemy ferce. 'C!7-1st Alr Cavalry reported 
seven VC KIAs during the engagement. C/4-47th Infantry was airlifted 
at 1345 hours to the, vlcinity of XSJ8211 to establlsh a block ln order 
to flx the enemy'. E/4-47th Infantry made a rl verine movement, to 
the vlclnity of XSJ8J119 and beached at 1420 hours to engage enemy 
troops ln that area. C/7-1st Air Cavalry, at ll~Lt,O hours reported 3 VC 
KIA ln the vlclnity of E Company. At thls tlme C/L~47th Infantry was 
assaultlng a tree 11ne in the vlclnlty of XS382116 from whlch lt was 
engaged with sporadlc small arms and automatic ,weaponS fire, During 

%: ~,~.ngagE.iment two VC',were KIA and. two-PfMs- woi'e'" captured, ,Company B 
"'.~ move'd to the vicinity of XS376106 and was enoountering sma.ll arms fire, 

The company oontinuedlts cngagement until 1900 hours, and reported 
Six,VC'KIA~ To compl(;te the, cordon of the entrapped enemy forces, C 
and. E/J..;47th Inf~ntry'werc airlifted from Dong Tam at 1800 hours and 
employed in blocking posltions. The two companleswere placed OPCON 
to the 4-'47th Infantry. e ,and· E/J-47th Infantry were inserted in the 
vicinity of XS370122, and then moved south to establlsh blocks ln the 
vicinity of XS3811, 

" . 
\ (c) , Throu.ghout the day, the 3~J4,th Artlllery and 1-84th 
Artillery' (-) supported the manouver battallons'in their contacts, Ten 

"":. VC KIAs wore reported in the vlcini ty of XS351101 by the J";;34th Arty 
~alr observer. In1tiallyD/3-5th Alr Cavalry provldedaerial recon-
. naissance a~d gunships support for tho Brlgade.. The air cavalry troop 
reported four VC KIA after engagements, Ono avlator was woundcdwHUe 
flylng a n people sniffer" ,mlssion. C/7-lst Air cavalry provlded gun­
shlp support throughout the day and accounted for 21 VC KIA during 
lts engagements. As tho enemy was enclrclad, artillery and alrstrikes 
wore employed throughout the area, As night came, a spooky flareship 
was emploYf-d to assist ln oonfining and destroying tho cnemy. At the 
end of the day 46 VC,l'1cre KIA and, 41 detalnees wcro apprchcndod.' Nu­
merous'quantit1t;s of supplies and equipment was captured. One U.S. 
was KHA and 17 others iJwrc WHA. Army aviation assets assist(;d the 
Brlgadc in locating, flxing and destroying the enemy, however, helloop.­
ters lIlOre hl t by enemy flre durlng tho day. 

(3) Throughout the night the cn~my 1nc~ased hls movement and 
~~aa~callY engagod'friendly olem(;ntg ~ith~sh1pcr f1re. Artillery 

.. . ;.i was employed extonslvely wherever, his movE.:ment was deteoted. On the 
morning of 16 July. both maneuver battalions swept the area of oontact. .... . 

(a) The J~60th Infantry conducted lts sweep through the 
area and employed two ple.toons ln Eagle Flight operations. C/J-6oth 
Infantry located 2 VC KIAs durlng lts search, and was ,later airlifted 
to reinforce the 1/C/3-60th Infantry which had Getabll'shed conte,et 
with the enemy during its e801e flight. The, two platoons had moved 

,;:~rom the Vicinity of XS3951:35 to an'LZ in the vlcinity of XSJ94076. 
;"it*s the 4/A/~6.0th Infantry w~s sweeping~.lnthe·v1cini ty of the LZ, it 
~kilJAd. one VC, who was fleoing the, are~,~," The, 4/A/J-60th Infantry and 
~/c/J-60th Infantry ,mad€isubsc,quent airmobl1e assaUlts to an LZ'loca'too. 

'1.n the viclni ty of XSJ75100: the 4/A/J-60th Infantry prt;ceeded the 
1/C/J-6oth Infantry and was engl;l.ged immediatoly upon land1ng wi th ' 
small arms and automat10 woapons ,flre. Artillory and ,a light fire 
team werE.; employed ln support of the tt'lO platoons. In tho mE:lantimc. 
E/3-60th" Infantry dovelopt:d contact at 1820, hours ln the vicinity of 
XS38S10J. Company C (-) was airlifted at 18JO hours to locate a sus-

.' ,pected enemy force in the viclnl ty of XS370049. At 2000 hours A13-60 
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Infantry sustain~d several casualti~s wh~n a gunship accidentally en­
gaged ol~mcnts of the company; throe U,S, KNHA and four WNHA resulted. 
'!'Wo VC were killed lat(r at 2130 hours when they attempted to enter th& 
E/3-60th Infantry per1meter 1n the vicin1ty of XS383099. 

(b) B/4-47th Infantry located and destroyed several 
small ammunition cache= while c/4~47th Infantry searched its area and 
found 1 VC KIA.. The battalion continued 1 ts swoep unt11 1700 hours; • 
at which time E( -) /4 ... 47th Infantry 'Has t)xtre.cted from the AO to pro­
vide securi ty for FSB REr.TEGADE. During the (xtre,ction assault support 
boats of Rivtr Division 112 were ambushed at 1700 hours. The boats 
had just completed backloading E/4-47th Infantry clements before being 
attacked from both banks of the DUA BO RIVER With rocket and automatic 
weapons fire. Mon1tor 112.1 received tl'iI'O direct RPG-2 or BPG 7 h1ts 
during the attack. The assault boats suppressed the hostile f1re and 
continued to the f1re support baso. No friLndly casualties resulted 
during the attack. As thtl 3-60th Infantry's contact increased it was 
decided to commit the 4-47th Inf8.ntry to (;xploit tho contact. C/4-47tr. 
Infant.ry was briefly engagod at 1915 hours when its first air lift 
was' leaving a PZ in the Vicini ty of XS.37206.3. The companyts first 
lift also encountered small arms and automatic weapons fire wh~n it 
landcd at XS.381115. The remainder of the company was airlifted to the 
LZ to further de~~~op the situat10n. B/4-47th Infantry was airlifted 
to the vicinity of XS)71063 at 1920 hours and 'was immediately engaged 
~lith automatic weapons and small arms fire from the. surrounding tree 
line. As the fire fight continued,a light fire team, artillery and a 
spooky flarcship ~ll'rC employed to support the cngagc~ un1 ta. By 2025 
hours, both Band C Compan1es remained in contact, and 'H~re boing en-

'gaged from th('ir ~ort.b .. South and East, The tl<10 compan1es of the 
3-47th Infantry (C and E) were released 'at 2035 hours from OPCON to 
the 4-47th Infe.ntry a.nd were airlifted to Dong Tam. DUring their 
searcb of the area C and E/3-47th Infantry found 3 VC KIA, one rifle 
and one < BAR and several items of clothing and supplies ~ Shortly there­
after, A and c/4-39th Infantry was plac('d under OPCON of the Brigade 
and arrived at FSB RENEGADE. The enemy broke contact at 2130 hours 
and the t,\,TO battalions dstablished night dE:lf€..'nsi ve positions. 

, .. ......-...., . ~-"-

(c) Throughout the day, D/3-5th A~'r Cavalry' provided 
aerial recon.YJ.aissance and light fire teams support •. The airca,v troop 
rcported one'VC KIA at,1445 hours in the vicin1ty of XS395095, and 
one VC KIA at 1600 hours in the vicinity of XS37817. The'air cav t~p 
insertedlts aero rifle platoon to search and clear th~ area of 
XS388068. During its 'sweep, the platoon destroyed sixVC classrooms, 
25 bunkers and six booby, traps, During thE:: day 15 VC KI.tl were account­
abl:e. Savoral of th(; bodies found 't.'1(lrc th~ result of the moderate, 
fighting conducted on the preceding day. In addition, sevoral quanti­
ties of small arms ammun1tion were found and destroyed, 

,(4) On 17 July, the Brigade continued its operations With the 

) 
3-60th Infa,ntry sweoping from its n1ght d.efcnsi ve posl tions tbextraC'­
tionpoints. Band E Companios moved to the vicinity of XS.371111, em­
barked ,ATqat 1130 hours and return(;d to tho t-lRB. .A and C companies 

I moved to the vicin1 ty of XS.375050 and ombark(;d itTCs at 1550 hours for 
\ mov( mentto th(; MRB. By 1810 hours the battalion had' complcted its ' 

extraction to the MEE. The 4-47th Infantry initiated sweeps throughout 
the area of its contact without any significant findings. B/4-47th 
Infantry sustained three WHA from booby traps (If Toe-poppers") in the 
vicinity of XS, ,64055 and. XS362058. At 1300 hours the battalion air­
lifted Comnany A to FSB RENEG.llDE for subsequent movt:.:ment to the MRB. 
B a.nd C Companies "jere airlifted later to the FSB, where they embarked 
'ATes and returm,:d to the MRB. A and C/4-39th Infantry rcmainod OPCON 
to the 4-47th Infe.ntry until 1530' hours; at Which time the tl'\O companies 
were airlifted to Dong Tam Base. At 0830 hours c/4-39th Infe.ntry was 
airlifted to secure a down helicopter in the vicin1 ty of xs408298. 
When.i t was determined the.t the helicopter 'Has not ser'vicable,' 1 twas 
dE:lstroyed in place, and the company returned to the AO, Aerial recon­
naissanco_throughout the· day was conducted by D/3-5th Air Cavalry. 
Throughout the day no sig~ficant engagements or contacts developed. ------ . 
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As a r(;sult of the thn)t; day oT)Lrgtiol1 thE.: Brigade succeeded in killing 
61 VC, and ap'prEJh(:nded. 56 detainee£!t NumEJrous qU8.nti.ti~:S 'of VC supp1.tes 
and equipment W(;ro alsocapturod. 

aa. 20 thru 22 Juiy 1968. 

(1) Complcting operations in VI1)11 BINH ProvincEJ; the HRF de­
parted to Dong Ta~; arriving at 1220 hoUrs, On 20 July the Brigade 
emploYE.:d th8 4~47th,Infantry in 'beach assaults in KlEN HOA Province. 
The one battalion o1)E.;ration "Tas conduct(;d in accordance to Frag OrdE.?r 
1 to OPORD 60-68. Tho4-47th Infantry (-) made bE.'8.ch assEtul ts at 
1350 hours in the vicinity ofXS43407, XS462412 and XS477415. After 
landing unoppos()d, the battalion attackE::d south conducting saturation 
patrolling. A/4-lt7th Infantry' sustained t1rJO U.S. WHA from a booby 
trap in tho vicinity of XS473404. The battalion continued its opera­
tions Without significant contact during the day, and E.?stablishE.Jd 
night dofcnsi ve positions in the vicinity of XS480413, xs437403 and 
XS459408. E/4':t~7th Infantry killE.d onu VC at 1910 hours in the vic­
ini ty of XS458409. Throughout tho night, thEJ battalion empIoyt:d night 
ambush patrols. 

, (2) On 21 July thE:; MRF continued its operation by establish-
ing a Naval cordon around THOI SON Island; after which, tho 3-60th 
Infantry and A/4-47th Infantry initiat~d search and cloar operations. 
Thirty one assaultsuppo.rt craft listablishE;d the blockade around the 
island at 0400 hours. After Which, the 3-60th Infantry and Viutnamesc 
R(Jgional Forco troops b('C1chcd on tho north side of the island. Assault 
oraft were deployed on both sides of the island to provent sampans from 
leaving thEJ AO. The 4-47th Infantry (-) was extracted from the south 
bank of tho SONG MY THO opposite the island and returned to the MRB. 
A/4-47th Infantry was insert(;d on ths south sidi of TE.O I SON Island 
and began to sweep toward the 3-60th Infantry, E/3-60th Infantry be­
ached at 0653 hours and (;stablishcd contact Hith a VC squad in the 
Vicini ty of XS458427. C/3-60th Infantry if1as then inserted, conducting 
a beach assault in tqcvicinity of xs452426, to exploit E Company's 
contact. B/J .. 60th Infe.ntry J19.S employed in a beach assault at Xs46 
8428. By 0725 hours, the battalion was attacking southwE.1st encounter­
ing sporadic engagements of sniper fire and booby. traps. C/J~60th 
Infantry was engaged w~th sniper fire from a tree lino in the vicinity 
of XS452426; one U.S. Nas WHA. c' and B Companies.encountered sniper 
fire at 1100 hours, and each COI'lpany sust8.ined t1t'lO U ,S. 1t1HA. E/3-6oth 
Inf:J.ntry kilh:d Ont: ~TC in thL' Vicini ty of XS449424, and later sustalnt.d 
one U.S, vIlli\. and one scount dog killed as a rosul t of sniper firE:. 
Three U.S. WHA also result(;d from booby trap inCidents. The 3-60th 
Infantry continued its movement to tho vicinity of XS449417 and xs4384 
12 whore it c ste.blished ' night dcfensi vc post tions and ambushes. A/4-47 
InfRntry backloaded ATCs earlier in the day (at 1300 hours) and became 
OPCON to the } ... 60th Inf::\ntry. The company beached at XS428410 and 
atta.cked tONard the 3-60th Infantry. A/4-4?tl:J. (;ncountorld no sign­
ificant cont9.ct during the day and GstablishEJd its night d£'fonsi ve 
posi tion in the vicinity of XS43741J. On 22 July the 3-60th Infantry 
and A/4-47th InfF.mtry W€.lrc ·cxtre.ctcd from the AO and returned to the 
MRB. RC6Ul ts of the tll·ro day operation were 2 VC KIA, 3 POl-ls and 59 
detaineos npprohended. FriE.ndly losses consist(;d of 12 U.S. WliA and 
one scout dog killed. ' 

bb. 23 JulY 25 July 1968. 

(1) Tho MRF continu€:d offE.:nsi ve op£r.::;tions on 23 July in co­
oper;'3tion and coordination With clLID('nts of the 7th AB.VN Division. The 
operation 'tITaS conducted in GIONG THON and TRUC GIiiNG Districts, KIEN 
ROA Province to locate J fix and, destroy clcments of the 516th MF Bn 
and 570th LF Co, Concurrently With the introduction of maneuver forces 
in the AOs, several B-52 strikes were employed aga~nst enemy forces 
and' facili ties located in'the c(.'nter of thE:: adjacent l~Os. . 
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