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SUBJECTs Combat Operations « After Actlon Report

THRU; - Commanding General .
Headquarters
- 9th Infantry Division f L e
APO U,S, rForcea\.96370« VAN

TO1 : Commender

United States Military Assistance COmmand, Vietnam
ATTNT  MACT343

APO U,S, Forces 96222

1, NAME OF OPERATION: TRUONG CONG DINH,

2. DATES OF OPERATIONs 040245 April to present (Phase II).

Je LOCATIONs Xien'Hoa, Go Cong, Long in, Vinh Long, and Dinh Tuong
Provinces, RVN} Map References: - 1i50,0003 sheot Nr, 61291, 6229 I,
6229 II, 6229 III, 6229 IV, 6330 II and 6330 III, .

L, COMMAND AND CONTBOL HE&DQUARTERSJ

ggadquarters Mobile Rivéf;no Force -
2nd Brigade, 9th Ihfanﬁry Division
4 Task Forco 117 - U.S. Navy elemont
Se REPORTING QFFICERS 1 _
é. Captain R. & 8 aLze{,\pdﬁﬁéﬁ§£§§‘Tﬁ“ii?f"

b Colonel B, &y David, CO,. 2nd Bde, 9th Inf Div.
(Commanding Officer until 28 May 1968) o

Cs Cblonel Robert E, Archer, co,. an Bde, 9th Inf Div.
dy LTC Williem F, Lackman, co, 3-h7th Infantry.
e, LTC Lawrence E, Bryan, CO, 4=-U47th Infantry.

f« LTC John G, Hill, CO. 3-60th Infantry.
(Cbmmanding Officer until 11 June 1968) -

38 MC%M@E.M&@,%,%@&IMMW&A
h, LTC W, E, Bawlinson, co, B-Buth Artillery,
6, T»SK ORGUNIZATION: Sce inclosure #1,

7. SYPPORTING FORCES:

8s UsSe Navys Naval support. prcvided throughout the operation by
Task Force 117 continued in the same "scope and magnitude as. provided
during Phase I of Operation TRUONG CONG ‘DINH. Support insluded mutual
coordination in preparing operational’ ‘plans’ and orders, and. providing
operational, administrative and ‘logistical support. Tactical support
included employment of1 riverine :sugvey %g? toams, escort
boats and- troop carr¢ans¢\@@mod.tow{ﬁbtﬁ\diraéﬁ‘a indirect fire,

S o DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEARS
| INTERVALS DECLASSIFIED AFTER
12 YRARS DOD DIR
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations - After Action Report

bs  UlS, Alr Forces The 7th UsS, idr Force oontinued omploying
. pro-planncd ahd ‘immedtate air strikes in support of ground forcos
‘throughogt‘the operation. Pre~plahned requests were' submitted through
Army channcls by telephoneo, and immedidte requests were initiated via
Alr Forece Single side~-band communication after approvel. by.the loaal
commandery Tho majority of the air strikes were employed.effoctively
-againstfortlficd fighting positions and fleeing ground troops. 1In
addition, eir strikes were employed in preparation of beaching and

- landing zones,. Nohﬁignifioantﬂgmplexmont« roblems wero encountered,
and targets were préperly marked and 1dentified,

© oW’ Army Aviation: ‘Air assets of III and IV Corps, in addition to
9th Infantry Division assets were provided in support of the Brigade,
Supportiincluded light helicopter fire teams, &ir eavalry units, and
helicopter companies, As during the first phase of this operation, all
aviation requests were submitted to Headquarters, 9th Infantry Division
and allocatlons were accordingly provided, . Army Aviation enhanced the
Brigade's opcrationss particularly whon alr cavalry troops were placed
1'n support of the Brigade, T

'dy Artillerys The 3-34th Artillery continued to support the en-
tire operation from forward fire support bases established on floating
barges, Response to all firo missions was quick and effielent, and
assisted 1ln blocking the, enemy's. withdrawal -from the area of contact
et woll as dostroying his positions and will to fight, Artillery fires
materially reduced theo enemy's. resistance to ground assaultsy tactical
alr, artillery apd ginship fires combined to enable infantry elements
td assault successfully, ' ’

84 INTELLIGENCE:

3

a, “General, ~On 4 April 1968, thc Mobile Riverine Force initiated
Phase II of Operation TRUONG.CONG DINH, in accordance with MRF OPORD
31-68, Phase II of Operation TRUONG CONG. DINH was a supplementary
gories of tactical operations .designed. to intensify attacks against
onemy forces and structures throughout DINH TUONG, VINH LONG, LONG AN
‘and XKIEN HOA Provinces; and oliminatgibis.presence and influences
along waterways and high=ways throughout these provinces, Most oper-
ations conducted during this period, saw the 2nd Brigade and TF 117
employed indepondent of ARVN Forces, Occaslonally, however, MRF and
ARVN operationg complemented each other, The' first offensive opera-
tiom ipitiated by the MRAF was in TRUC GIAN and GIONG TROM Districts,

KIEN H AzProvincet e B e

{ e;b;?{KIEN HOA.‘Province: . -

.. ... (1) Terrain: KIEN HOA Province is a triangular shaped
province located on the coast of the South China Sea in the Mekong
Delta approximately 70 KM South of Salgon. Theo Northern boundary is
formed by the My Tho River, the Western boundary by the Co Chien River
and the Eastern boundary by the South China Sea, The Province covers
a physical areca of approximately 831 square mlles, Four major tribu=-
taries of the Mekong River, the My Tho, the Ba Lal and Ham Luong and
the Co Chien, separate the province into threeo islands, An Hoa in the
North, Bao 1n the center and Minh in the Southwest, Klen Hoa 18 one
of the most densely populated areas in South Vietnam, Present popula-
tion 1s estimated at 650,000, Therc are nine self adminlstered
districts,  They ares BATRI. BINH DAI, DON NHON, GIONG TROM, HAM LONG,
HUONG MY, MO CA%,,THANH PHU and TRUC GIANGs The Province is rice
*growing, alluvium plain with ncgligible slopes oxcept along canal and
stream banks, The average elovation is two meters, The ground is
silty clay over bedrock., BRice paddy dikes avorage 0,5 to 1,0 metors
above sea lovel at low tide, - Caval banks may rise as much &8 5 metors
above the water level at low tide. Tho soll was compact and afforded
A s0lid base for oross .country. tPefTichbllisss ~The dense foliage
provided by mippepslm, coconut, sugar canc and mangroves, limits ob-
scrvation and fields of fire, There are numerous spilko pits, mines
and toobytraps. throughout- the Province, - IR o
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations - After Actlon Report

(2) weathers Anril brought the transition period betwoen dry
and: wet . scasons, and with it much veriation in the weather patterns,
The wind flow was normally from the Southczst, but varied greatly.,

Low cloud patterns in April were similar to those experienced in March,
oxcept in the vicinity of rainshowers and thunderstorms, A signifiocant
climatological difference was the tendency for low clouds to persist
later in the afternoon, Low visibilities experienced in March by -

smoke and fog continued through Anril. .

(3) Enemy Forces:. KIEN. HQuui& stnatagically importanx to. the
enemy as & reoar arca for VC Military Reogion II.  Located on tho coast
of Binh Dai and in Thanh Phu Districts, are two 1argo socrot. zones
where large quantities of-weapons, emmunitions, and othor materials
arc stored, The tactical disposition of VC.combat units in the pro-
vince was such that the cnemy was able to protect the seoret zones,

baso areas and lines of communications,V Viet Cong units operating in
the Province were: v ; ) :

502 Main Force Battalion -+ Estimated 250 personnel
D 518 Main Forco.Infantry Battalion - Estimated 415 personnel
560 Local Force Battalion - Estimated 200 personnel
D 516 Provincial Mobile Bgtfgliqn}_~?_ Estimated 700 personnel

C 502 Air Defense Compony - No:eétimato made
A 101 Transpprtation Battalion - ‘5!4N0‘6§t1mgte.made
Six (6) District Compenies - Estimated 75 to 100 ea,

The enemy had at his d1Sposa1 all weapons previously used
agalnst assault craft, He was capable of conducting harassing and
ambush tactics using such direct fire weapons as amall arms, automatice
weapons, recoilless rifles and B40O/41 rockets.

c. DINH TUONG Prowincer e .‘x _‘. 5 ""‘ru:

h

(1) Terrain: The area of oporations for OPORD 32-68 was the
border area of LONG AN, DINH TUONG and GO CONG Provinces, Districts
in the area are CHO GAO (D,T,), HOA DONG (G,C,) ahd BINH PHUOC. (L,A,.),
The terrain is characterized by flat open rice paddy area and sparse
troe lines, The Quan Can and Tram Streams are to the north and west.
of the Cho Gao Cansl, -

(2) Weather: No change,
(5) Enemy Forces:

(2) Tho. enemy force within the Vinh Kim and Long Dinh
area of operations could not be identified, although its estimated
strength was approximately 200 peorsonnel, . Un1t§ -known to have used
the area were the 261 MF Bn, 2nd Independent Bh, €313 Co, 8th Bn,

Dong Nai Regt, the Cho Gao DCU and local guerrillas, Due to the major
movement pattern of the unidentified unit, it was concelvyably a trans-
portation company tasked with moving supplies from the Southeastern
Dinh " Tupong Province "Coconut Grove" area to Long An Provinca.‘

(b) Within Central DINH TRUONG Province elements of the
514th PMB operated in the AP BAC area, 0On 29 March 1968 the 33&3
NVA Bn, one reconnaissance company of the 514th PMB and the CAl BE
DCU wero located along the CAY GAC Canal, MY THaNH Villago.

(c) Three main foree battalio ons, thg 261st Bn, 263rd
Bn and the 514th MP Bn operated: frvPINHTUBNG' Brovince, The total
strength of thesc battalions were approximately 1,000 combat effective
troopss In addition, there were ten local forcvoompanies, the 312th

/)’/\,.43-./_“\. N ,c/
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&32:1:1,‘ 334th, 336th, 212th, 207th in CHO Cu0, CHAU THANH, CaI La¥ and
1l BE District coordinated units, Total strungth of thosc units were
in excess of 2,000 troops. ‘ -

1 (d) Throughout this phase of Operation LRUONG CONG DINH,
the indentification and disposition of cnemy forces varried within
oach Province, The units identified above are but & portion of the
total enemy force which the MRF endeavored to seek out and destroy,
‘W1thin,tha ¢xecution portion of this report, the MRF misslons for
ggcg gferztlon will indicete the .8pecifio enomy.foroe they were targot-

9. MISSIONs .is directed by CGy 9th U,S, Infantry Division: conduct
Riverine and airmobile operations in.DINH -TUONG, KIEN HO., VINH LONG
and LONG uN Provinces to locate, fix amd destroy VC, NVA and other
cenemy clements within, : : ‘ . ‘

10, CONCEPT OF OPERATION:

8. Moblle Riverine Force operetions would be planned and conduct-
ed according to the perimetcrs, tasks and guidance derived from
missions assigned by CG, 9th Infantry Div, Ninsteen 8ignificant oper-
ations were initiated during this phase of Opcration TRUONG. CONG DINH,.

Yy Phase II of Operation TRUONG CONG DINH commenced after the
3-60th Infantry debarked and became OPCON to Task.Force Funston at
Dong Tam, Theo 3-47th Infantry, replacing the 3«60th Infantry, com-
pleted its embarkation on 3 ipril 1968, Plans were formuleted for
the MRF to conduet two phase riverine, airmobllc, roconnaissance in
force operations in TRUC GIuN and GIONG TROM Districts, KIEN HOu
Provincc., The concept for the initial operation (4 april 1968) was
for the 3-47th Infantry to conduct riverine beach assaults in A0
MASSENA and sweep ¢ast along axis of advance indicated (OP overaly)
to the battalion boundary; the 4-47th Infantry would employ two com-
panies in beach assaults to sweep south, while & third company would
remain embarked on ATCs supporting River Assault Crafts and subsequent-
ly beach inm the A0, Both battalions would continue their sweep oper-
ations until ordered to-backload {following day) aend:-move into A0
PATTON to conduct sweeps south and west in zone,"

cs With the completion of these operations subsequent operations:
would be planned and conducted in DINH TUONG, VINH LONG and LONG AN
Provinces,

11, EXECUTION:

a, On &4 April 1968, the MRF implemented OPORD 31-68 to locate fix
ard destroy the VC 516 MF Bn, 560th LF Company and ‘6ther enemy elemente
irr TRUC GIANG and GIONG TROM Districts, KIEN HOA Province, Unknowing-
ly, tho MRF clements were to encounter one of their heaviest engage-
ments in this AOjs the enemy in well Fortified fighting bunkers had
elected to launch a furious ambush-attack against the Brigade forces,
As originally oonceived the operation oommenced -at 0200 hours when
PE 117,11,2 escorted the 3-34th Artillery to FSB BILL«RS, vioinity
' X8632393, .The battalion was laid and ready to fire (LRF) in support
of the mancuver battalions at 0545 hours. Méanwhile, TE 117,1,1 with
tho ombarked mansuver battalions moved south on KINH GIAOC HOA Canal;
the 4=l7th Infantry proceeded the 3=-47th Infantry into the AO,

(1) The 4=47th Infantry, upon emtering:the A0 employed A and
B companics in beach assaults on landing sites BLUE "1 (XS5585358) and
BLUE 2 (XS3583364) reospeotively. C.Company 4-47th Infantry remained .
ombarked on ATCB, as A and .B companics swept along both sides of the
KINH GI.0 HOu to clear thd mejor canal interseoctions-and then back-
loaded| A Co - vicinlty XS580348 and B Co . wvicinlty-XS5585344, Both-
‘companies embarked on JATCs at 0810 hours and é@dployed to BLUE BEaCH
3 where they were reinserted, conducting beach assaults. The beach
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landings were without incident and the companies baegan to sweep west,
tomard their boundary. At 0950 hours the battallon was tasked to
extract by ATCs and reinforce the 3-47th whioch was engaged 1n heavy
contact, A/4=47th Inf was the first company to embgrk ATCs, B and C
companies started their movement to vicinity XS571355 where they

would backload on ATCs, Enroute, the ATCs in support of C Company - ¢
were engaged with automatic weapons and B-4O roockeot firey none of the
boats were hit, The brief engagement prevented C Company from embark-
ing until theo enemy's fires were suppressed, At 1210 hours the U4=47th
Infantry (-), completely embarked, began to insert C Company in the
vicinity of XS569358, B Company at XS5723%, and A Company &t XS570355.
The ocompanies moved west to attack the enemy's flank, C Company cap-
tured one POW in the vicinity of XS565359, and later became the first
company to establish contact im the vielnity of XS551358, A/L-L7tn
Infantry was inserted 100 meters west of C Company at XS550360, and
immediately received heavy volumes of small arms and aubtomatioc weapons
fire, B and C Compahles tried to mancuver behind the enemy force

that was ongagipg A Companys in doing so both companies became heavily
ongaged, The. 7«1st Air Cavalry was employed in support of both '
battalions, The Air Cav at this time' engaged an enemy force causing
them to withdraw to vicinity X5560555, Throughout the afternoon the
b-li7th Infantry (=) remained in contact resulting in one US KHA and

14 US WHA, The 4-47th Infantry accounted for six VC KIA and 3 -FOWs.Tha,
7-1st Alr Cav sustained one US: KHA, and accounted for 16 VC KIAs, :

(2) During its initial movement, the 3-47th Infantry encoun=-
tered no significant inekdents, Prior to the battalion beach assaults,
artillery fires were employed along both banks of the SONG BA LAI
from vieinity XS563358 to XS562354,. and were then shifted west, Dur-
ing the artillery preparation fires, theo battalion continued its-
riverine movement reaching the intersection of the SONG BA LAI and
KINH GIA HOA. The intersection of the two waterways 1s known as the
"Crossroads", The battaion's column turned west entering the. SONG
BA LAI at 0830 hours to conduct its beach danding assaults in the
vicinity of XS562358, Upon entering the canal, assault support boats
and armored troop carriers,{ATCs) of River Division 92 were ambushed
and engaged With B=40 rocket and small arms fire in the viecinity of
XS5564359, from the south side of the river,- The battalion reacted
implementing its counter ambush plan. This required the lead element
(B Company) to move through the ambush and beach on the side of the
heaviest contaot, in this instance the south side, The second .company
(E Company) was supposed to land on the side of heoaviest contact,:
short of the ambush., - The third company (C Company) was to-land on -
the opposite shore and sweep, with the second company, towards the
first, B Company, which suffered casualties from the initial attaock,
proceeded through the ambush and landed unopposed on the south bank
past the ambush, Upon beaching, the platoon leader - 3/B/3-47th
Infantry, assumed command of the company, as & result of the company
commandsr being one of the initial casudlties, E Company, reacting
Yo the initial fire, attempted to beach on the south bank short of the
area where B Company was engaged; but in fact, they beached dlreotly
into the arsa of heaviest contact, As E Company turned toward the
beach, it reoceived .50 eal machlne gun,. small arms-and B=40 rocket
fires, Two of the ATCs transporting the 2nd and 3rd Platoo beached,
and the troops started to debark.” into heavy fire, Only 14 men of the
3rd platoon succceded in leaving the boats; the remaindser were .
wounded while embarked, Those eolements of the platoon already -ashore
were immedlately pinned down by intense fires, Ah attempt was made
to engage the VC 50 cal position with a LAW; however the weapons
falled to fire (possibly beasuseo of water immersion). The 2nd Platoon
of E Company beached slightly to the ecast, and its 22 men debarked
safely in walst deep mud, The platoon started mancuvering evast of the
«50 cal position, but was informed by orew membors of the ATC that
the platoon was to discontinue its movement .and baockload on the ATC;
backloading was completed without incident. During the extraction,
the ATC was hit with a B0 rocket and eight casualties resulted, The
1st Platoon of E Company and the company ocommand group remained ome
barked the entire time eventually withdrawing from the intense fire,

Several casualtles Were sustained, including the nlatnan Tana--
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two ombarked platoons df E Company returned to the crossroads and
transfered their wounded to. an aid boat for further evacuation. The
ATCs returned up the stream and ettempted to beach again in the vio-
inity where the 2nd ‘platoon hed previously inserted, Both boats re-
celved fire as they turned into the beach at 0945 hourss The 2nd
platoon (=) offloaded with. its remaining nine personnel, and attempted

‘to manouver east around the .50 oal position, This time however, they

were pinned down by threo AW positions facing the strean, A more
ocritical problen resulted because of the chest .deep mud which clogged
tho weapons of those struggling to reagh the shore, The 1st platoon
received heavy_firewwhonftrying“td“bdégh;~ah&'cduld not land its
troops, At this time E Company hed two platoons eshore, neither of
¥hich was effective, one boocause of mud-clogged weapons and the .other
bsoause of casualties, Communications was disable between the company
commander and his two platoons on the south bankj; however, C Company
melntained radio communications with them, .

_ (3) In tho meantime C/3=47th Infantry moved to the north bank,
but was ordered not to offload pending development of E Company's

dispositiom, At 0857 hours C Company was ordered to proceed’ beyond

the ambush site and beach between B Company  and 3/C/3-47th Infantry,
They were -to move east towards the 3rd platoon, and at the same time
link up with B Company, At 0907 hours C. Company beached.on the south
vank and started to move towards the platoon of E- Company. As they
advanced they received Heavy firc from their ecast and south, C Company

- discovered an extensive bunker complex.that extendéd south from the

river to twWwo canals; The bunkers were reinforcing and oriented towards
the east amd west, except for the ,50 cal and two supporting AW pos-
itions noar the river, B Company started to move towards C Company

‘at- 0954 'hours, after-the company commander and another man were evao-

uated by the battalion C&C heclicopter, Its movement was slow because

‘the company carried its wounded personnecl, B Company was then cngaged

from thelir south, east and from the morth .of the strcam, During the
time span, Companiecs B and C struggled to link nf.' As Conpany B noved
east towards Company C, 1t discovcred a bunker line along a

cenal that separated the two companies,  Company C tricd to c¢liminate
the ,50 e8l position betwecen it and Company E, .. Another .50 cal pos=-
ition began to engage Company C from ité southeast, The firing pos-
itions (bunkers) projected only to—thé Helght of'18 inches above the
ground, and wore extremely difficult to locate in the thick mipapalm .
along the tanals, The conpany employed 1its LAW trying to eliminate
the’ position, The bunker was located close to E Company's wounded
personnel, which mede it difficult to employ artillery or airstrikes,
Navy -assault boats attempted to employ 40mm cannons against the bynker,
but quarters were so close that their fires entered C and E Company's

position causing more casualtles, -

" (4) Wnen the 1st platoon of E Company withdrew from the beach,
after making a second attempt to land, it sustdined 5 WHA from a 450
cal machine gun.which was fired through the boat's ramp, The wounded

‘wore ‘taken to the"Crossroads" for evacuation. At 1030 hours, gunships

- of" the 7=-18t Alr Cav engaged the bunkecrs located south and southeast

of Company C.  The gunships made several effective passes, relieving
the pressure in that area, . Company. B continued. to eéndure casualtles
from the enemy's fire in the south, At this time Company B had 28
casualties, but only one was serious enough to wWarrant immediate evac-
uation; a dustoff was compleoted at 1114 hours, Company C sustained

1 KHA"ahd 3 WHA from the engagement that occurred to their south,
Artillery was employed continuously to the south of C and B Companies
throughout the morning, . At 1136 hours, an ATC supporting Company E

returned from_ the"Crossroadd and extracted the rine men of the 2pd
platoon in order that they could clean their weapons, 'An attempt to

oxtract the 3rd platoon was made; however, the ATCs weore forced bmck
by B-40 rocket fire; two boats received direct hits¢ The five meon of
the 3rd platoon who were not casualtlies, swam ta the boats in the
rivwer, 'Company B at this time.was%rebeibfngf{}r - from the north, and
tho” south (across the—river), :Contzct ih T Company's area decreased,
and” the company moved east another 50 meters, Company E was ordered
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Yo beach 1t8 remalning personnel with Compeny-C, after they had clearm
ed thelr weapons, Through an error, Company E beached .on the north
bank where eélements of the 4-47th Infantry were located .and:linked up
with C/4-47th Infantry im 1i6u of C/3-47th Infantry, ‘It was: not real-
1zed that this was trpwmng CCompany until after the ATC had;;dgp@rted.

(5) C/3-47th Infantry contact incrcased as hostile AW and .
rocket fire was cmployed from positions to its south and southeast,
A ,50 cal position was between C/3-47th Infantry and E/3=47th Infantry
wounded personnel, C Company employed two mqre rounds of 90mm at the
onomy bunker, failing to silence the machine gun, Company B arrived
within 75 meters of C/3-47th Infantry by 1400 hours, Within 20 min-
utes the company had eliminated the enemy positions between it and C
Company, and at 1435 hours. the two companies-Joined up., Company C
sustained a total of 2 KHA and 8 WHA during its engagaments, Company
B sustainod its first fatality at 1450 hours, eand evacuated his body"
to the canal for oxtraotibn'ﬁytth;.'Atﬁthis?Eime-elpmqntS“of‘Company .
B looated a serjously wounded soldier ih the water; he wasthe platoon.
medic of the 3rd platoon, E Companys - Although wounded; he had ocrawled
eway from the bank, He stated that the VC'came to the bank took the
weapons of the dead and wounded after the 2nd platoon was extracted.

(6) A boundary change was established at 1542 .hours to separ-
ate the two battalions, The 4-47th was tasked to cross from the north
bank to the south bank and move south, then epst -against the VCs In
conjunction with this move, the clements of E/3-47th Infantry (with
the 4-47th Infantry) were bo beach . with B and C Companies, The
battalion would then move south and swing cast with the ‘4-47th Infantry
Casualties at this Vime were reported asi ‘B/3=-47th Infantry 27 WHA,

1 KHA, C/3-47th Infentry 10 WHA, and E/3-47th Infantry 16 WHA, 9 MIA
~and 2 VN WHA, 4s B/3-47th Infantry Beached, ctsualties of B and C
Companies 3-47th Infantry were embarked, At 1612 hours & B-40 'rocket
wag fired into the boat from the vicinity of the ,50 cal position,
The 3-47th Infantry established a defensive perimeter and prepared to
roceive resupplye As the evening progressed patrols were employed to
recorr the areas of previous contact; no' further ‘contact developed,
During the hours of darkness, one.NCO-from Company C crawled to the
area of E Company's woundeds he returned:with:.one.wounded man, The
NCO departed to assist another wounded manj. but:the soldiser died be-
fore he could be evacuated,  The NCO then crawled to.the .,50' cal pos-
ition and threw grenades: into the: bunker, : Heoould not:determine
whether or not the position was occupleod: but he.haard .voilces of the
VC still in the area, Resupply and evacuation of wWounded continued
without incident, and the remainder of the night was:qulet, At the
conclusion of all engagements during the day,:the:MRP had sustained
21 US KHAs and 122 WHA; of these figures. the:3-47th Infantry had 9
KHAZ, 67 WHA and 8 MIAs, Navy casualties are included in‘the-total
figures and consisted of 2 KHA and 30 WHA, .- 0 ;o W ‘

by On 5 April both mancuver batthlions swept the.area of the
previous days contact, The 3-47th Infantry initiated:its search and
clear operations moving east to the "Crossroads" (Intersection of-the
canal and river), while the 4=U47th.Infantry moved .west,. on the south
side of the river, No significant enemy.contact: was-enrcountered dur-
ing the sweep of the battle area,. The 3-47th. Infantry destroyed 30
bunkers and an unknown amount of grenades at. coordinates XS5563356,
A patrol from C/3-47th located tho eight men (MIAs) in the 'viocinity
of X8565359, and rcturned their remains to E/3=47th for oxtraction to
.the MRB, E/3=47th Infantry, having sustained heavy casualties,. was
later releived by A/3=47th and returned to the MRB3 the.company: was:
then employed in defense of the MRB, In several small:engageménts, .
elemonts of the L-U47th Infantry killed two VC snipers;ithe battalion:
elso captured one POW and located 24 VC graves and two VC KIAs from -
the previous daysoperation, - L SRR

*

ce MHith the completion of the search end-clear. operations, the
twh battalions were extracted and inserted in AQ PATTON, two miles
east of the previous days operation, The 3-47th Infantry secured

. 7



S varisy [ PiLim A

SUBJECT: Combat Operations - After Action Report
the“ersgroadg‘employing C Company on the northwest and southwest-
quadrants, B Company seouring the north east (vicinity of XS583348),
A/3-47th Infantry was airlifted from FSE NEY and established defensive
positions vicinity XS581343, 'The L-47th Infantry was extracted from
vicinity XS543364 at. 1235 hours, and inserted conducting beach agsaults
at-XS603327; the- bhatbtalion proceedéd south.rsconning-in-forecé, Shortly
after;bcachlng_unopposed' olements 6f the battalion were engaged with
sporadle sniper. fire; A/&-M?th Infantry sustained 1 US XHA, The bat-
tallon mancuvered. south, end at:1530 hours -encountered sporadic small
arms and-automatic weapons fire which later developed into moderate
contact, Company B was ecngaged by automatic Wweapons-in the vicinity
X5608325; the enemy's fire was suppressed. .resulting in 2 VC KIA and

1 captured US carbine, Company C was-engaged with small arms fire
from bunkers-in:the vicinity XS608324; one US.was wounded and 2 VC
were killed in this engageoment, Elements'of the 7-1st Alr Cav, con-
ducting aerial reconmalssance in:the area; observed an undetermjned
nunber of VC.in;bunkers-and tree lines, As the battalion continued
1ts advance the enemy increased his sniper and automatio Wweapon fires,
Company A manouvered along & stroam bank-and engaged seven VC in a
bunker with handgrenades; gunships supportéd the assault on the bunker,
resulting in 4 VC KIA, One US 'was KHA and another wounded while sweeop-
ing the area of contact, C/4-47th Infantry 'maneuveéred toward B Com-
rany's area of heaviest  engagement, During this maneuver, tho company
encountered automatic weapons and rifle grenade fires from the treo
"line, The engagoment .continued until 2015 hours, at which time the
battalion established night defensive positions vicinity XS608326,

As a result of the U4=47th Infantry's contact 13 US werec KHA, 39 WHA,
and 5 MIAs; enomy loses .were 39 VC KIA (Includes 11 V& KIAs by gun-

ships supporting the battalion). and 3 POWs ocaptured,

d,. On 6:April, the 4=47th’ Infantry swopt the battle arca and
found the (5) MIA previously reported; ‘the men were reclassified as
being KHA, The battalion loaded ATCs vicinity XS606328 and conducted
a riverine ‘movement to beaches located X5579289, Upon beaching the
‘battalion swept south reporting no onemy contact., Company A in the
vieinity of X5566289 captured (1) POW who was & member of tho 516 MF
Battalion, Later during the afternoon, the battalion backloaded ATCs
and’ moved from XS516284 to vicinity XS561279. At 1905 hours all units
had received their resupply and were settled in their night defensive
positions, . The 3=47th Infantry remained at 1ts locations until 0710
hours, at which time all companies backloaded on ATCs, The 4-47th
Infantry had completed 1ts transit through tho crossroads, and there
was no longer & requirement to seoure it, The fourth platoom of
Company A, which had remeined to provide security at FSB NEY, rejoined
the company at 1200 hours, The battalion moved by ATC to the vicinlty
of X5562282, and beachod aftar the 4-47th had cleared toth banks of
the BACH Tal PHU to that location, Upon beaching at 1505 hours, the
‘battalion swept south along the river on the east bank, No contact was
made during the sweep, ' The battalion located and destroyed 50 bunkers:,
The battalion moved to-the vieinity of XS561273 at 1730 hours to ac=-
cept resupply and establish defensive- positions for the night., Patrols
were employed to XS5559271, XS565271 and XS565274, :

‘e, The operation was continued on 7 April as the 3-47th Infantry
conducted sweep from XS563266 to X$558262. then to vicinity X8563258,
The only engagemsnt encountered during the day ocourred at 1045 hours,
When B/3=47th Infantry in the .vicinity of X5556260 sustained (1) US
WHA from sniper fire,  The 3=47th Infantry epprehonded a young male
detainee who had 23,000 piasters; the tiger scout with the unit .
detorminod the detainse to be a local VC. At 1420 hours the battalion
embarked ATC's and returned. to the MRB,: Durinﬁénhe day E/3=L47th
Infantry was employed in th® vicinity.of XS58540L to defend the MRH,-
The 4-47th Infantry continued its operation sweeping south reporting
no oontact, The battalion swopt to the violnity -of X8554263 to
X5561262, and then to X8557234, Late in the morning,vicinity of
X5555267 B/4-U7th Infantry found (20) graves believed to be about six
weoks old, At 1420 hours all elements of the battalion embarked ATCs
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«anqqdeployed to the MRB closing at 1755 hours, Art1119:§ support for
the operation was provided by the 3-34th Artillery from FSB NEYS. . At
1550 hours B Battery moved to establish a new FSB in the vicinity of
XS526423, and was LRF at 1830 hours, C/3-34th Artillery: deployed

from FSB NEYS to DONG. Til, and were LRF at 1900 hours,. The 7=1st Air ,
Cav conducted asrial reoonnaissance throughout the A0, and reported .
several sightings and engagements resulting in (20) VC KIA., As a re-
sult of the 4 day operation friendly losses consisted ofs - 39 US KHA,
166 US WHA, and 11 ATCs damaged, Enemy losses were 85 VC KIA,. four
weapons, and five POWS, _ o I

NN N
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be 10 thru 12 April 1968,

(1) In response to intelligence reports of increased enomy-
activity im VINH KIM and LONG DINH Districts, the Brigade-initiated-
an oporation west of DONG TaM. The operation commenced -8t 0900 hours
Wwith the deployment of the 3-47th Infantry (-) to conduct beach assault
landings south of the FHI THANH hemlet in the vicinity XS3241, The
L-47th Infantry Battalion remained cmbarked at the MRB, on & one hour
-alert status for contingency.committment in support of the 3-47th
Infantry; concurrently, it was designated to be the Division's Ready
Reaction Force, S

‘ - (&) At 1010 hours the 3-47th.Infantry conducted beach
landing assaults employing Company A in the:viéinity of XS828408,
Company C in the vicinity of XS331409 and Compeny E in the vicinity
of X8331509, Upon landing unopposed, the battalion maneuvered north
in zone to lockte and deéstroy elements of .the 514th VC Loocal Force
Battalion. The 3-47th Infantry’s-scheme of mancuver envolved its
attacking north across highway 25, northeast to SONG BAI .and then -~
north along thc river to vicinity XS319429,. Company E .moved along the
oast bank, followed by Company C while Company A moved along the west
bank of the SONG Ral., ‘Five bunkers, two of Which indicated recent
construction, were destroyed by Compeny A in the vicinity'lof X8332415,
Continuing its mancuver, A/3-47th Infentry found 100 bags of unpolished.
rice at XS324416, The rice, weighing approximately 600 1lbs, was
glven to local inhabitants, » o T,

(b) The battalion continued its operation until mid-
afternoon and established no contacts or encountered any engagements,
At 1548 hours Companies A and C from XS323428, and Company E at o
X8336417, embarked ATCe and returned to the MRB, Throughout the re-.
mainder of the day, the 4-47th Infantry was maintained on a'one hour
alert status as the division RRF.. The MBRF at this time finalized its
plggs to conduct reconnaissance-in-force operations in €30 GAO Dist-
riot, _ o - L e T

(¢} On 11 April, the MRF initiated reconnaigsance-in-
force operations in CHO GAO-District, DINH TUONG Province, ' The oper-
ation was launched in conjunction with the previous days operation,
The operation commenced. at 0350 hours with the 37&?th:1nrantry embark-
ing ATCs to conduct riverine movement from the Dong Tam anchorage of
the MRF to beaches located in the vicinity of XS657429, - After moving
through the CHO GAO Cenal, the  3-47th Infantry beached.unopposed at
their designated beach sites, At 0712 hours E/3-47th:.Infantry loocated.
an ¢xtonsive buhkér complex in the vicinity of XS661503 while sweep- .
ing toward their blocking positions, The compleox .was too large for
the unit to destroys therefore, a platoon from D/15th Enginecers. was
airlifted to the area to destroy them., A4/3=47th Infantry discovered
% 1b of VC propagenda documents vicinity of XS647403y. and. evacuated
them to FSB HUNT at XS638474, Throughout the day the: 3-47th Infantry -
roported no contact, It moved from the block%ﬁ ABosition n_the aftor-
noon to night locations in the vieinity of XSt %3 7¢ - B/3-47th Infantry
remained_on MRB dofense at Dong Tem, The company.was extracted at
0600 hours by ATC, and deployed to XS582405, where 1t conducted exten-
sive patrolling in.the vicinity of, the north bank near the new MRB -
anchorage, ' oo

{
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(2) The 4ul?7th Infantry commenced its operation at 0345 h
ours

gonduoting riverine move from the MRE ‘to beacheaplocated in taesvio-
tnity of XS5675534k, All elements swept southwest to XS660525, Four-

eon male -detailnees Worc'aggrehondod at 1045 hours by A/L=47th Inf-
antry in the vieinity of X8653535; they weoré cvacuated to FSPB RUNT
for 1nterrogation;andv1ater,classified:as (13) IC's and (1) CD, Late
in the morning the battalion reported no contact, The battalion swept
east and north to.embarkation sites in the vicinity of XS662527, All
units swept northwest to wvicinity XS622514 then to XS675537 and after
no contact returned to-their night :locations in-the vicinlity of XS68054
where they were resupplied by ATC's, Aerial reconnaissance throughout
the A0 was conducted by.the 7-1st Air Cav., The air eav unit reported
several sightings of cnemy'activity, and encountered several engage-
ments which resulted in 3 VC XIA and one US WHA, -

- (3) '0n-12 April the 3-47th Infantry continued 1ts operation
with A, € and E Companies, The battalion embarked ATCs at 0530 hours
in the vicinity of XS6LLL79, and transitel the CHO GAO Canal to the
SONG TIEN GIONG River, then cast to beach landing sites located in the
viecinity of XS5630398., Beach assaults wore made at 0720 hours and the
battalion began to recon:-in-force, One soldier of A£a~47th Infantry
drown while crossing & stream in the vicinity of XS64LL4G8, A three
manr underwater demolition team was employed in attempt to locate him,
The 3-47th Infantry loocated and destroyed a bunker system consisting
of 98 camouflaged bunkers with overhead covers during its reconnaise
sance in foroe operations, At 1135 hours in the vieinity of X8622422,
Company C found five bundles of blank paper, five bundles of printing
ink, one typewriter, one bundle of propaganda, and one bundle of -
achlevement certificates, Due to the absence of enemy activity 1in the
%g. the 3=47th Infaentry embarked ATCs at 1753 hours and returned to

3} MRB. . . - ; ) -

- (4) --The L-U7th Infantry continued its operation at 0730 hours
when 1t deployed by riverine movement to establish and secure PZ
KEATS 1in the vieinlty of XS659499. At 091k hours the battalion began
1ts airmoblle assault into a LZ located at XS659440, The airlift was:
completed at 0940 hours without incident, - One LFT escorting the air-
11ft was engaged with- small armsffire“*ﬁﬁ‘hits?wéne reported, The
battalion began its swoep south to XSéS? 25, then SW to XSG?i&i?. ro-
porting no contact, At 1045 hours Company C apprehended (seven) do-
tainees, all of which were classified as IC's, Company A located a
suspected VC ald station with blood stains on ground, smeshed medical
contalners and one AK-47 magazino in the vicinity of XS673405, All
battalions encountered no contact, and at 1730 hours cmbarked ATCs
ard ‘returned to.the MRB,

¢y 14 thru 15 April 1968:

(1) The Mobile Riverine Force, in conjunction with elements
of the 7th ARVN Division, initiated operations on 14 April in accor-
dance with OPORD 33-68 to locate and destroy the 550th and 560th DCUs
in GIONG TROM and BEN TRE Districts, The original scheme of maneuver
was to employ the 3-47th and 4-47th Infantry Battalions 'in reconnaise
sance in force operations moving west in zone, All elements of the
7th ARVN Division would conduct similar operations in an adjacent AO,
moving east toward the axis of advance of the Brigade elements, The
oporation was modified ‘and commenced at 0600 hours with the 3-34th
Artillery (~), B/3-47th Infentry and Navy assault boats deploying to
FSPB JAMES vicinity XS630393., The artillery battalion (=) was laid
and ready to fire im support of the Infantry Battalions at 0630 hours,
Shortly thereafter, both maneuver battalions embarked ATCs, The 3-47th
Infantry (-} and TU .117.,142 proceeded to the A0 and conducted beach
landing assaults at 0844 hours on GREEN Beaches, The battalion om-
ployed Company A at XS607328, C and. E .Companies in the vieinity of
X8605329, The 4-47th Infantry, embarked upon Ty 117+1.1, entecred .the
A0 abd emPloyed Company G imitially: to ‘sweep-from‘XS586350 to XS579349
while the battalion (=) conducted eagle float operations, All elements
of the battalion beached at 0830 hours with-Compamy A at XS624324,
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Company B at XS618326 and Company E vicinity of XS614327., Company C
embarked ATCs and remained afloat as the battalion's: reserve,

(2) After beaching unopposed, both battalions reconned-ine
force, The 3-47th Infantry (-) maneuvered south and southeast within
the A0, as the 4-L7th Infantry (-) manguvered south end southeast in
zone, Throughout the day, the battalions found many signs of enemy ¢
activity but encountered very few cngagements, The most significant
engagoments of the day occurred while C/7-1st Alr Cav conducting aerial
reconnaissance throughout the A0, The ocavalry.troop was engaged dur-
ing the morning with small arms and automatic weapons fire in the
vioinlty‘of'xgg39292 and X8630298, Eight VC were KIA as a result of
the cngagemont., Two more VC were killed when olements of the 4-47th
Infantry engaged one and artillery firc killed ‘anothex, Although,
tho infantry battalions: encountered insignificant eonemy contacts, the
operation was successful in that several large nunitiomand supply
caches wore found, and 217 bunkers were destroyed, In eddition two
VC treining sites were located in the vicinity of XS620317 and XS62521
Each site continned circleos of bamboo sticks in the ground which were
used as training devices to teach cscape techniques, As of 1820 hours,
the two battalion3~had'eitablished night defensive pOSigigff’hagdﬁith
were reosupplied, The 3-47th Infantry positions were establlishe
Compa Apgt XS629305, Company C at ngjljoo and Company E at XS563130G
The MEKZth Infantry employed A and B Compani¢s in the vicinity
XS671281, and C and E Companles in the vieinlty of X8666290,

(3) The infantry battalions continucd offensive operations
on:-the morning of 15 April, Commencing at 0800 hours both battalions
were employed conducting “eagle floats" and. insertions along the SONG
BAI LAI Assault support patrol boats of TF 117 conduoted water: patrols
throughout the A0, At 0915 hours, assault boats of River Division
92 were ambushed while transiting .the SONG BAIL LAI in the vicinity of’
XS618326, Tho ambush was quickly suppressed. by the Navy boats, and
gunships that were dispatched to the area, No casualties or damage
resulted from the ambush, An unexploded B-40 rocket round was found
lodged in the styrofoam of one ATC. The rocket was later removed by
EOD personnel, In response to the enemy's ambush, both maneuver
battalions backloaded on ATCs and.deployed tq the-area of contact in
hopes of exploiting the engagement, The 3-47th Infantry (-) was in-
sorted ‘in the vicinity of XS61831 and swept along the north side of
the river, The L4-47th Infantry inserted in the:vicinity of XS606327,.
and swept the area of contact to XS621216, After conducting sweeps
of the area, both battalions backloaded on ATCs and returned to the -
MRF, closing at 1645 hours, -C Troop, 7-1st Air Cav conducted aerial
reconnailssance throughout the ACQ, The Air Cav troops accounted for
five VC KIA and capturcd two weapons (M1 and AK-47)3; the engagements

occurred at 1057 and 1255 hours in the vicinity of X5625301 and -
Xsé43279,

(%) Throughout the day the enemy avoided contact with the
infantry battalions, In -addition to engaging the assault support
boats the enemy launched an attack employing 57mm and 75mm recoilless
rifles against the MRPB at' 1407 hours, The Mobile -Riverine Base was
anchored in the vicinity of XS580400-when the attack ocourred, The
US Benewah (MRF flag ship). received three direct hits-above the water-
line; the TOM GREEN COUNTY (Logistic ship of the MRF) received eight
hits; and a reconfigured LCM-6 was hit and orrupted in flames, The
LCM~-6 had been specially configured to serve &s a refueler for the

-assault boats, It was struck by a round while alongside the USS

Bonewah, and was immediately casted off whon it burst into flame, .
Despite efforts of a tug boat to extinguish the flames, the blaze could
not bve controlled amd sonsequently the. boat sunk, Elghteen embarked
personnel were wounded as a result-of the 'enemy's attack, The threse
crowmen of the LCM-6 avoided injury by Jjumping overboard and wore
roecovered by an assault support patrol boat, Of the 18 wounded, four
were Nayy men aboard the. TOM-GREEN; GOUNTY;-five Navy and four Army
aboard the USS Benowah, and five assault boat crewmen, The hostile
f;rc was suppressed with a combination of Naval, artillery and gunship
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?1ro§;. Several eirstrikes were employed bn tﬁe‘areé where t) 'fJ£
fire originated, | pioy on her hQVPOB ileo

.. :(5) As a result of the two day operation, the MEF accounted
for 16 VC KIA, while sustalning 18 US WHA, o ,

. d.-'17lan§ 18- April 1968: L - i

o - (1) Om17:April the MRF shifted its operations to GAL LAY
District, Central DINH TUONG Province,. The. MBFs objective wag the
514th VC MF Battalion and other enemy’ €lements operatimg within the
Distrioct. - The A0 was considered to be thc base. camp arca for the 51iln
Battalion, During past operations conducted in the area, contvacts
involved at lcast a company size WC force, Sevéral large caches had
been found previously by both 7th ARVN and US Forces, Tho tree lines
Within. the A0 were “ghought to contain many offemsive and defensive
bunkers,  The A0 had been the base camp for 'the infrastrusturc of the
514th Battalion,

- . (2) .The concept of oporation as originally conceived was that
the MRF would cmploy & three battalion force within:/LONG DINH and -
GAI LATI Districts;. :‘Tho 2nd Batttlion, VNMC was. placcd OPCON to the
MRFand would be  cmployed &s the RRF from Dong Tam, Plans worc fors
mulatod in woordination and cooperation with the VNMC Battalion,  Up-
on implecmentation of OPORD 34-68, the original .concept of operation
was modificd as the 3-47th amd 4=47th Infantry Battalions cstablished
moderate to heavy contact with the enemy in the CAL LaY District.

oo - (a)-. Commencing at 0445 hours, the infantry battalions
conducted & riverine movement, from the MRB anchorage at Dong Tam,
northwest up the KINH XAN:to the KINH SONG MY THO, along thc KINH Ba
BEO and west on the KING' TONG DOC LOC, Tho 3-47th Infantry conducted
ggg;gé%ggggngxggsgg%ga ig ﬁggﬁ-hourl;emplbyina A, B‘aniuﬁ Companics

; ) a respegtive . The ‘Inhfa
mﬂdQ,bcachuiandigg,assaults ag?gggo_hogrgtémp%gﬁlnngOmpagghAIig gﬁgy
vicinity of X8239592, Company B at XS242589 and Gompany E at XS244s90,
All bvemch landings were unopposed and without incident, The 4-47th
Infantry -thom swopt south,in zono along both sides .of theo woodline
paralleling the KING XANG waterwayj.while the 3-47th Infantry swegt
south cast in zone on both sides of the woodline paralleling the SONG
Bi BEO stream, At 1105 hours A/4-47th Infantry was cngaged with small
arms,. automatic weapons and mortar fire from the south - viecinity
X8235560, - As the cnomy fires intensificd the company sustained four
mem WHA, ' A/L=U47th Infantry engaged and killed threce VC in the vicinity
of X5236563 wnile. mancuvering south, Two US soldiers were WHi as the
company's point e¢lement encountered heavier fires which subsequently
plnned the company down, Companies C and B, 4-47th.were also engaged ,
with small arms and automatic woapons fire in the vieinity of XS241567
aend south theroof, By 1445 hours all elements of the 4=47th Infantry .
were in contact which increased substantiallys the enemy force was
approximately a company size unit, : L o ‘

- = (b) The 3-47th Infantry thus far, had been maheuvering
without incident, loeating and destroying 37 two man bunkers and two
mortar positions, At 1310 hours the Battalion Commander moved TUompany
& bBook: to the north bank of the stream, and then west to objective 140
(X8249560) .1n response to'a request by the Lw=U7th Infantry to block
the V¢ exfiltration from thair area of contact in the vicinity of
XS2457, The 3-47th Infantry was tasked to move toward elements of the
Lol47th Infantry and nmutually ecstablished contact with the enemy Who
vat’ thls time was trying to break contast.although intensifying his
firesy - Through the offorts of the Assistent Division Commander, A
Company 2-~60th Infantry, ist Brigade, 9th Infantry Division was air-
lifted south of the area of contact and established a blocking pos-
1tion in the vicinity of XS242544, The company established contact

and ‘pursied its engagement to XS2365370, ‘Elqck$q§ﬁgqsitions to the
west were alse established by Popular Forces of GAO District along
the RACH BA BAI from X5225555 to XS221540, In the meantime airstrikes,
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artillery and helicopters employing the E158=CS cluster were employed
against<the enemy; all of which were effective, As the lead elements
of the 3-47th and 4~47th Infantry pursued ‘the enemy, he would repeat-
edly enter bunkers and employ heavy volumes of accurate fire, How-
ever, the CS strikes would force him out of the bunkers, and cause
him to seck additional routes of withdrawal was during those times
that airstrikes and artillery were most effoctive,

]
(c) At 1445 hours A/3=47th Infantry received ground fire

from C/4=47th Infantry., C/4-47th Infantry was placed OPCON to the
3-47th Infantry at 1515 hours as the movement of A Company and C/4-47th
Infantry was such that they were moving into each other's fields of
fire, B/3-47th Infantry received sniper fire from across the streanm
where Company A was employed; .one man was ‘Wounded, ' Company ‘E received
fire from the west and south which slowed its movement and effectively
pinned the unit down, . Company B, at the same time, was trying to
neutralize the automatic weapon positions, e ‘

(d) As of 1640 hours all companios were engaged in heavy
contact, A/3=-47th and C/4=47th Infantry were recoiving fire from
their front and from positions between them; B/3~47th Infantry move-
ment was hindered by automatic weapons fire from a bunker to their
fronty; CoE was receiving automatic weapons fire which continued to
imped®& its wovement, Company B also encountered snipers firing into
its flank from the northern bank of the ‘stream, ' Artillery was employed
throughout the area to suppress the enemy fires and eliminate snipers
who were stratically positioned throughout the area, During the en-
gagements the point element of A/3=47th Infantry became separated from
the company while moving forward, C/4-47th was also pinned down by
the AW fire, At 1757 hours Company B secured an LZ and ovacuated its
wounded, The enemy employed mortar fires against B/3-47th Infantry at
1867 hours, ‘and continued to maintain contact with other elements of
the battalion until 2000"hours, 'At which time C/&-Q?th‘lnrantry TCw
verted back to the OPCON of its battalion. ' E/3-47th Infantry maneuve
oered north to Join A and B Companics, The battallion evacuated its™-
wounded and was resupplied for the night, Each company reported one
U,S, KHA as & result of its engagements, The battalion alsu sustalined
34 U,S, WHAs while killing 30 WC throughout, . -~ :

(e) The U=l47th Infantry e¢lements continued to advance
slowly against the enemy's small arms and automatic weapons fire as
the vattle raged throughout the day, cloments of Company B encountered
heavy automatioc weapons fire in the vicinity of XS235560 which impede
i1ts movement, Company A was continuously harassed by sniper and SA
fires during its movement to-the vicinity of XS237563. B/4=47th Infe
antry succvedod in maneuvering toward C Qnmadykﬁlooation in the viow
inity of XS237513, Thc encmy broke contact with the 4=l47th Infantry
elements at approximately 193Q hours, Night defensive positions
were established and night ambusheswems omployed in the vicinitz_gf A
Company's perimeter, As a result of the days engagement the 7th
Infantry sustained two U,S, KHA and 20 U,3, WHA, The battalion re-
inforced -by artillery accounted for 53 VC-KIA, T

(3) 18 April 1968 o

(a) The infantry battalions manned their defensive
positions throughout the night without any eongagements; and at sune
rise, both battalions initiated scarch operations in the arca of its
previous contacts, No significant engagements occurred during the
sweeping operations, . D/3-5th Alr Cavalry conducted aerial reconnaise
sance .of the A0, and inserted one €lement in the vicinity of XS378529
 to gng%ge fivotVC. OngWVC‘ﬁéﬁtand.tWO motoriieglagmpgnf worﬁ,destgoy-
) e cav wo addi: Cw ' ed & hours. :
| D33-%th oS0, §§g$6529‘0 itional chhepé‘ 1 ° <‘530'”“f. by

(b) The L=47th Infantry, (-) syept southwest from
XS235560 to XS224557, and back to XSB5580, The battalion was thon air-
lifted from vicinity XS230555 to vicinity XS254544 where it embarked
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ATCs and returned to the MRB, The 3-47th Infantry swept from the
vielnity of X5239558 sputhwest to vieinity XS231459, and east to

the vicinty XS254544, = The battalion was airlifted to LONG KINH.
Bridge, where 1t embarked ATCs and returned to the MRB at 1917 hours.,
Within the ares of contact, there was heavy devastation and destruce.
tlon resulting from the contlnuous employment of artillery and air-
strikes, It was extremely difficult to accurately assess the enemy's
losses, Howevery, from the charred remaines of bodies and equipment

throughout the area it is undoubtably correct.to assume that the enemy
sqyfereg mgrefKIAsithan the ve:ified body count of 93,

(¢) As a result of the two day operation, the Brigade
sustained 4 U,S, KHA and 49 U,S, WHA, Enemy losses consisted of 93
Ve KIA% 239 bunkers destroyed, elght tons of rice and an unknown
Y

uanti of uniforms, mosquito nets si§ chicom’ carbineos, and one chicom
1ght machine gun were captured. Two 82mm mortar tubes,. ohe B~QO

rocket launcher and four sempans were destroyed,
e, 19 th¥u 22 April 1968

- (1) 0n'19 April the MRF elcments prepared for future opera-
tions, Plans and OPORD 36-68 were.formulated in coordination and co-
operation with the 2nd Battalion, VNMC, which had Jjoined the MRF to
participate-in the for comming operation in west KIEN HOA Province,
The 2nd Battalion, VNMC was employed with the 3-47th Infantry, on 20
Agrilé to conduct a reconnaissanée-in-force operation in HaM LONG and
TRUC GIANGDistricts. The oporation ocommenced.with the 3=47th Infantry
deploying by ATCs to a PZ in the vicinity of DONG TaM, The battalion
was then airlifted to assault LZs in the vielnity of XS405374, ‘
X8420636 and Xsk13372; C, B and ‘A Companies were employed respcotively
on the LZs, The battalion reconned-in-force to the vicinity of
Xsbooko8, whére it embarkeéd ATCs and returned to the MRB, The 2nd
Battalion, VNMC deployed to ‘and assaulted beaches in the vieinity of
Xské6s54L12,- Upon-landing unopposed, the battalion swept south, thenm
west in the A0, " The only contact of the day was made by companies.

1 and 3 when they engaged an estimated VC squad in the viecinity of .
Xslk55401, ‘Results of the engagement wére not detarmined, . The VNMC
Battalion- continued its sweep West. to XSH35404; where it extracted

by ATCs and returnéd to ‘the MRB,

(2 On 21 April, the 2nd Battalion, VNMC:and 3-47th Infantry
wore employed to conduct reconnaissance-in-force operations in CHO LACH
District, VINH LONG Province; The 4-l47th Infantry remained embarked
as the Brigade and Division RRF, The operation commenced with the
3=34th Artillery deploﬁing,dh'ZOZBOO April, to establish FSB CAMERON
in the vieinity of XS047338, At 0450 hours the 3—47t? IEfantry de-~
parted the MRB, to conduct beach landing assaults, B/3=47th Infantry
was employed at XS114388 to secure beaching sites at X5116387 and
XS118385 for C'and A Companies, ' The battalion completed its beach
assaults at 0838 hours without incident, The 2nd Battalion, VNMC
deployed earlier &t 0400 hours to conduct beach assaults at 0820 hours
in the vicinity of XS068401, Both battalions reconned in force with-
out incident, Elements of the 3=47th Infantry swept south and west
in zone, while the VNMC Battalion swept southeast, then northwest 1in
zone., Throughout the day, 36 detalneeg were apprehendedy 22 of which
Wwere classified as CD'and 1 gg a POW,. Both battalions backloaded on
ATCs and were egxtracted from the A0, The: 3-34th Infentry returned to
the MRB which had relocat0d~ﬁb‘VINH LONG, and the 2nd Battalion, VNMC

.-deployed to the vicinity of XSo4i340, - - L '

© £, 723 and 24 April 1968

(1) In eccordance with OPORD 39-68, the MRF and the 2nd Bat-
talion, VNMC conducted recomnaissance in force operations in GIAO
DUC District, DINH TUONG ‘Province, ' The target selected was the 502nd
VC Battalion and other ¢nemy elements within the A0, The 502nd VC
Battalion was thought to consist of four infantry companies with a
total strength of ESO. Other VC forces operating within the AO were
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the 263 Battalion (approximate strength of 400) and 464,LF'COmpany
(approximate strength of 100), The AO was heavily populated, especial-
ly along major streams and rivers, Inhabitants within the A0 were

considered to be'friendlﬁ,,althou h thelr way of life had besn donm-
inated by the VC since the TETnof%&nsive.,- L N

(2) The' concept of operatiomn was to employ the 3=-47th Infantrys
in the assault of GREEN Beaches 1 and 2 to sweep east in zonej the
L-47th Infantry would deploy to assault BLUE Beaches 1 and .2 and sweap
north, then west, straddling waterways, towards.the VNMC battalion;
end the 2nd Battalion, VNMC would assault RED Beaches 1 and-2.to sweep
north, then east into blocking positicns oriented toward .the east,
Artillery fire support would be provided from FSB TATE by the 3-34th
Artillery. : ' o : I ‘ S '

(3) The operation commenced with the deployment of 3-34th
Artillery from FSB COMERON, at 0350 hours, to FSB TATE in the vicinity
of WS942384; the battalion was lald ready to fire at 0600 hours, The
2nd Bettallion, VNMC departed the MRB at 0600, followed by 4l47th Inf-
antry at 0615, and the 3-47th Infantry at 0655 hours, conducting river-
ine movements to the A0, . o O

: (a) The 2nd Battalion, VNMC beached at 0816 hours. in the
vicinity of WS941418 without’ incident, ' The battalion then moved A
northeast. to.establish blocking positions at WS936416 and WSOU3413,
Companies 3 and 4 established contact with an unknown size force:
at 1000 hours imthe vicinlty of WS9ULL16, and encountered small arms
automatic weapons and .B-40 rocket fire, ' The engagement increased and-
was estimated to involve a company size,VC force located in close pro=-
ximity to a watch tower, Artillery was employed to support VNMC = .
elements, The 1st company, 2nd Battalion, VNMC moved to the vicinity
WS945419, and at'1135 hours it found documents which indicated that
a VC District compeny had planned o meeting near-a PAGODA in the -
arsa at 1200 hours that same day, = Shortly thereafter, ocompany 1 en-
gaged and overran a VC machine gun position (W8935416), capturing the
weapon and reported a VC company was moving east, in the vicinity of
Ws95041k, along the RACH MICH toward the 4=47th Infantry, Companies
3 and 4 continued their assault-agatnstthe ‘eremy force, and at 1440
hour reported the enemy was trylng to withdraw east toward blocking
position of the 4~47th Infantry,

- (b) The 4=47th Infantry had beached in the viocinity of
WS963397 at 0820 -hours, and ‘swept north and east along the RACH Ba TU
without significant contacts, A and E Companles encounterged sporadle
small arms fire at 1145 hours in the vicinity of WS968409; no casual-
ties rosulted, Continuing its movemeont to WS951428, E/H-L7th Infantry
encountered moderate contact. Gunships and artillery reinforced the
company as it engaged an undeterminel size VC force, Contact continued,
as the VC employed sniper and B-U40 rocket fire against the advancing
company. This engagement developed throughout the evening resulting
in 19 VC KIA, Company E sustained one U,S., KHA and three U,S, WHA,
A and C Companies engagements were of lesser-duration and subsided
earlier, Company A captured 2 VC in the vicinity of WS95541il, both
were WIA., Company C found three VC KIA by artlillery fires in the vic-
inity of WS954415, I oo BTN

1
i

(¢} The 3-47th.Infantry was employed in a series of
beach assaults and sweeps prior to assaulting GREENBeaches 1.and 2
at 0835 hours., Upon beaching unopposed the battalion’swept: to vicinit;
WS922409 and backloaded on ATCs, The Brigade Commander ordered the
tattalion to move toy-and beach in the” viecinity of W8926436,.. By 1215
hours all companies had beached at WS922437,. B and C Companies moved
cast to objective 8 (WS927435), while A Company temporarily reomained
in the vicinity of the boaching sito, ‘and employed platoom size. pat-
rols along the east bank, At 1307'hoyrs.C {ompany engaged 10 armed
VC . moving north‘toward*ws927437;"Artrllgry“frroﬁhWqu also. employed
in the area, The company swept searching the area, only to find blood
stains, In the meantime Company A dispatched two platoons to patrol
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the west bank of the river. ?he battalion was ordered to backload on
ATCs and-réinsert in the vicinity of W§938410 to establish blocking
positions eoriénted north in support of the VNMC Battalion and 4=L7th
Infantry ongagements, The battalion beached at 1655 hours and began
1ts movement: fo establish blocking positions, .Company A was to move
east-to'vicinity of 'X5950410 and establish contact With A/4=l7th
Infantry, Company B was to tie .in with A Compargbwest flank and ox-
tend weést with ¢ Company on thelr right flank, = Enroute to 1ts block-
ing. position,’A/B—h?th Infantry found two VC WIA at. NS9@5408. The VC
were later questioned-by-a-Eay Chanhy' and identified as members.of the
207th Battalion,. At 2020 hours, the 3-37th Infantry occupied blockin&
positiens as follows: A Company US950410 west to WS9U7411, B Company

§§S?9ﬁ§§?7biif?est to ngbjhli, C‘Cbmpany from WS9M3411, west to

; (q) During tho an Battalién, YNMC's cngagomcnt, three
Navymon wore wWounded When thoir flamothrower boat was hit by rocket
fire vicinity of WS931419, ' The boat was moving to provide fire sup-
port to the Marines when a. BL40 rocket strutk the Coxwain's flat, The
enemy eongaged the boat from. a dense woodlinc. Tho 2nd Battalion, VNMC
continued its cngagement until 2235 hours, The battalion succeeded
in xilling 15 VC, while sustaining four men KHA and 26 WHA, Close air
support consisting of seven airstrikes, and totaling 15 sorties, were
employed in Support of ground forees; 24,500 1bs of. goncral purpose
bombs: and ‘14,000 1bs of napalls wero delivered on VC forces, At the
ggd of the day, tho grouhd forces and supporting fires accounted for

VC KIA,

noG (b) During the early morning hours of 24 April the infantry
battalions and 2nd Battalion, VNMC made sporadic contact as the cnemy
attempted to withdraw under- the' cover of darkness, E/W-47th engaged
an-estimatéd platoon size force at 0045 hours in the vieinity of
W89544264 artillery supported the. engagoment, At 0115 hours eleménts
of. the company obscrved the enémy removing his déad and wounded from
the battleficld, The battalion searched the arca at daybreak and
found - five VC KIA, 'The 2nd,VNMC swept. the , area of its previous day
contact, 'During its’ sweep” company_ 2 receivod small arms and automatic
weapons firTe in the vieimity of WSGUsHLS,. 'Contact devoloped briefly,
resulting’in three:VC KIA and one Weapon céaptured; one Marine was WHA,
A/3<47th Infdntry also killed three VC, Wwho were probing 1ts night
defensite position,v~ " , . ‘ -

: (5) Shortly after noon. the two 1nfantry battalions ‘and VNMC
battalian backloaded on’ATCs ‘and returned to the MRB at Dong Tem, The
two day operation sSucceeded in destroying a significant number of en-
emy forcesys VC activities within GIAO DUC District were disrupted and
the enemy’sufferéd 61 VC KIAs, .Allied loses were one U.S. KHA, six
U.S, WHA, threo USN WHA, fcur VNMC'KHA and 27 VNMC WHA, - .

b

27 thru 30 Aprilx o

(1) The MRB" continued oporations in DINH TRUONG Province on
27 April in accordance with OPORD 41-68, The 2nd Battalion, VNMC and
the. Infantry Battalions initiated reconnalssance-in-force operations
to’ locate -and destroy elemonts of the 514th MF. Battalion and Cal LaY
DUDs . The -CAMSON area of DINH TUONG . Province had been 8 center of
significant VC activity during the month of April. -An unidentified
unit of - 200 troops consistently camped. along both sides of the Ba
"Ral Rivér., In additlon clements of the 514th MF. Battalion frequently
poved from the BA LONG area to XUaN SON (XS1942) and LONG TRUONG.
(XS2241) villages, Indications were that the enemy was using the B
Ral River as a line of communication. to transgort supplies and muni- .
tionsy "The tree lint between the two XOM TROM RON Hamlcts (X81947)
was known to be a VC base aroa and cache sito.

b (2) The concept for'tho initial phase of tho operation was to
establiéh a FSB at XS164403 with one Infantry Company and theo 3-34th

(7/0///,1«/1\ A )77

‘Z?‘7"“°Gth¥%"’“”fisf

E t//‘v%é*‘\ g TRy
i3idQAI1IN




D=CLASSIFIED

. . o7 g -
. »‘«UL’:Gn:}a L) ,’v ?f*m,s//l
! -

-y

b7 3
Ve NARA Dz 0

werigm. | COMVTRENTAL
SUBJECT: Combat Operations - .fter .iction Report

Artillery Battalion; the battalion was to be LRF not later than 0700
hours, ‘At 0800 hours the 4~47th Infantry (-) and 2nd Battalion, VNMC
Would conduct beach assaults at XS159486 and XS192417 respectively,
The two battalions would then sweep on converging axis of advance with
the BaCH Ba RAIL as their boundarys The 3-47th Infantry would deploy

to the FSB, and remain embarked until 0830 hours to prepare for employ-
ment against the possibility - of a severe riverine ambush or sign- .
- ificant contact by the other battalions upon beaching, If not commit-
ted the battalion would then assault beaches on the north shore of the
TIEN GIANG and conduct sweeps parallel to the river,

(3) The operation commenoed-.at 0115 hours with the 3-34th
Artillery (-) and A/3-47th Infantry deploying to establish FSB BALZAC
at XSléBKOQ; the battalion (-} arrived at 0515 hours, and B and C
Batteries were laid ready to fire at 0535 hours, The 2nd Battallon,
VNMC departed DONG TAM, by riverine movement and at 0510 hours made
beach assaults on BED Beaches 1 and 2 vicinity of XS213418 and XS214423
respectively, The battalion thon swept north along RaCH BA RAL with
comvanies 1 and 2 proceeding compenies 3 and 4, The 4=47th Infantry
departed the MRB and inserted A and E Companies in the vicinity of
X5158487, and C Company in the vicinity of XS161483: the battalion
elements moved east, and then southeast in zone to vicinity of XS194455
and XS194460, where they cmbarked ATCs and moved to XS202485 inserting
at 1650 hours, The 3-47th Infantry (-) was employed as originally
concelved; B, C and ‘E Companies were invserted in the vicinity of
XS226431 and conducted 'sweeps paralleling the river, Throughout the
day neither of the battalions encountered cnemy contact or engagements,
During the cvening hours the battalions established night defensive
positions where they spent the night without incident, -

(4) On the morning of 28 April, the MRF ocontinued operations
within the province extracting and reinserting the mancuver battalions,
The 3-34th Artillery (-) departed FSB BalZaC and eostablished a new
FSBy in the vicinity of XS305395. At 0727 hours, the 3-47th Infantry
(-) backloaded on ATCs, deployed to the vicinity of X8226429, and em-
ployed E Company on the south bank, and B and C Companies on the north-
ern bank, The only incident associated with the beaching was at 0904
hours when the battalion's command and communication boat was engaged
with rocket and small arms fire., The ambush occurred aftor tho col-
umnr of assault boats oleared the RiuCH TRu TaN and was on the SONGe-

NaM THONs The rear olements of the ocolumn were engegods one ATC was
struck with a B=40 rocket resulting in no significent damage to the
boat, One Navy crewman of an ASPB received minor wounds. as..the enemy's
fire was quickly suppressed, The 3-47th Infantry elements conduoted
their sweep operations without any significant engagements, B/3=47th
Infantry sustained three men wounded by boobytraps durlng the days
E/3-47th Infantry received eight rounds of small arms fire in the vic-
inity of XS275413; artillery fires were omployed with unknown results,

(5) The 4=47th Infantry departed its night location and move
to the vicinity of XS202480 where it backloaded on ATCs, -The battalim
was reinserted, employing A, C and E Compamies respectively at XS3564
L2, XS356443 and XS35544L, Enroute to the beaching sites, the assault
craft and riverine column were ambushed at 1130 hours in the vicinity
of XS330414 with B-40 rocket and automatic weapons fire just as thoy
began moving north up the SONG RAl, At least fiwve H=4O rockets hit
tho assault supnort boats and ATCs; five of the craft received moder-
ato damago and 11 cruwmen sustained wounds, Employing its organio
weapons and flame boat, the assault support boats suppressed the en-
emy fires, The 4-47th Infantry completed its beach assaults at 1358
hours and initiated reconnaissance in force operations, The battalion
had no significant contacts or engagements; however two VC suspects
were apprehended, A/4-47th Infantry apprehended one mele in the vie-
inity of XS350441 who had in his possession & chicom carbine, VC un-
iform, documents and four B-40 rounds, .Another deoiainee was apprehend-
ed in the same arca; ho was 70 years of age, wore a pistol belt and
carried two chicom grenades, Later during the day Compeny G sighted
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& VT squad in the‘vioinity of" XS32449, aftillory fires wexe omployed
in the area with unknown results; The battalion established its.

night defensive positions without further incident, -

(6)- The 2nd Battalion, VNMC was also reinserted during the
morning, The battallon was employed in the viocinity of XS300432, and
swept northeast without incident to XS292446 where it established
night positions,. - ‘ . ; .

. (7) On 29 April, ‘the 3=47thH Infantry ‘was extracted from the.
Viednity of its night location, and conducted a riverine movement to
vicinlty XS219398 beaohing,atxo900 hours unopposed, All elements.
swept north inm the AO; At 1122 hours, vicinity XS233447,. Company E
engaged four VC in light khaki uniforms with AK-47s, This was the
only battalion contact during the day, The 3=-47th Infantry, at 1745
hours, becamoc OPCON to the .1lst Brigade,moved to highway 20 and travel-
6d by truck to FSB MOORE to provide security., Night defensive posi-
tions were established and night patrols and ambushes conducted, The
b-L47th Infantry beckloaded in the vicinity of XS324454 at 0745 hours
and conducted a riverine movemeht to beaches in the vielnity of
XS333453, landing with no contact. Elements swept north, then south-

east with no contact or significant results, The battalion establishe
od night defensive positions in the vicinity of XS358444, The 2nd
Battalion, VNMC conduocted cloverleaf type patrols from its night
locations, Elcments swopt north to the vicinity of XS294445, them
south -to the vicinity X8307431 wherc they backloaded ATCs and returned
to DONG TAM, closing at 1630 hours, . . . :

- (8) on 30 April, the 4=47th Infantry embarked ATCs in the
vicinlty of its night defensive positions, and was inser¥ed in the
vicinity of XS367425, The battalion swept west in the A0, At 0930
hours. Company A in the vicinity of’XS343£21, was cngaged with automatic
weapons firc from a tree line, Artillery and airstrikes were employed
in- the.area, ' The company searchod tha area and apprehended 2 males,
81x ‘bolt action chicom rifles and documents,in a pagoda, At 1220 hours
in tho vicinlty of XS431417, Company A encountered a booby trapped
(éommand detonated op trip.Wire),-glaymorec: type mine resulting in one
U,S, KHA and three U,S. WHA, The battalionm continued its sweep south
to an extraction point viecinity XS333411 where thoy backloaded ATCs
and returned to the MRB at 1600 hours, During the four day oporation
the MRF sustained one U.,S. KHA, seven U,S, WHA and 13 USN WHA, Enemy
losses consisted of eilght weapons captured, 290 bunkers destroyed, 25
boobytraps and one sampam destroycd, A& total of .38 detaineces werc
apprehoended, = = T E .

he 1 thru 3 May 1968%

(1) on 1 May, tho MRF initiated an intcrmediate operation
which was limited in scope, Elements of the 3-47th Infantry were task-
ed to be the 9th Infantry Division's RRF, and to conduct local patrols
in defense of the MRB, which was anchored in the vicinity of Dong Tam.,
The 4~47th Infantry employed B Company in defense of the MRB. .
B/U=47th Infantry sustained one U,S, WHA &8 a result of a. grecnade booby
trap in the viecinity of XSL03423, No enemy contacts or engagements
occurred during the units' operations, The only engagement ocourred
sarlier in the day when shipe of the MRB were engaged with rocket and
mortar fire, The enemy's attack was launched in conjunetion with his
mortar and rooket attack on Dong Tem Base between 0200 and 0238 hours,

_ Amr estimated 25 rounds were employed agalnst ships of the MBRB, Hows
‘ Tover, not one of the ships or-Naval support boats were hit, Dong Tam
| Base sustained six oasualties from 120mm mortar and 75mm recoilless
rifle fire, In coordination with the TOC at Dong Tam Base, the Naval
support boats and 3=34th Artillery engaged suspected enomy positions
in the vicimity of XS418399 and XS407400,

" %2) During thd day) “plakisTwore tornuladéd by the MRF and 2nd

Batﬁalion,wVNMC'fOr a new operation im GIONG TROM Distrioct, KIEN HOA
Provinoce, The target selected was the 516th amd 650th LF battalions,
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This operation would be: conducted in accordance with OPORD.42-68,
effectiye 020001 May,

(3) The MRP‘continued offonsive operations on the early mor=
ning of" 2 May 68, Concurrently with the deployment of the maneuver
battalions, & thirteen man patrol from B/B~E7th Infantry was to be .
oxtracted from the south bank of the MRB, The patrol was employed on
the previous day to establish an ambush along a confirmed route freo-
quently uscd By the VU, The extraction was initiated at 0145 hours,
When mombers of the patrol withdrew from their ambush location to eme
bark an assault support patrol: boat;W*Durlng +the " ‘embarkation, the pat-
rol was engaged with small arms fire, -Theo ongagoment occurred as the
men were wading in wailst deep water which was possessing a strong cur-
rent, Eight of the 13 men succeeded in climbing over the port side of
the boat, The remaining five men had difficulty in: reaching the boat
83 1t was moving away from the shore; subsequently, -the men drowned,-
B/3=47th Infantry was tasked to search the area at daybreak to looats
the five men in hopes that they were allve on the shore, It was not
cortain what their exect status was at _that time, ﬂhoobodyvof on@
man was located during the initial search, .

(a) Simultancously, the 4=47th Infantry ‘and 2nd ‘Battalion
VNNC departed the MRB,.conducting & riverine movement to the A0, The.:
Lb-l7th Infantry (=) employed By, C and E Companies in beach assaults
1mr the vicinlty of XS5527, ﬁ-h?th JInfantry encountered sniper: fire
while beaching; no casualties resulted, The 4~47th Infantry initiated
recon =in=foree operations southwest in zone to the vicinity of XS55
7252 and -XS546353 where the companies were-employed in night defensive
positions, The 2nd Battalion, VNMC assaulted beaches in the vicinity
of X85925, The battalion moved west and northwest in zone,  Later durw
ing the day, the battalion ostablishod night defensive positions Ol
ploying its companies in the vicinity of X8526253, No significant
contacts or engagements wero encountered throughout the day.

() The 3=47th Infantry (-) departed the MRE;at 0136
hours, conducting a riverine movement to the AQ, . The battalion arw
rved at FSB KENMAN at 0615 hours., A/3=47th Infantry offloaded and
established a PZ in the vicinlty. of the PBE,. .The battalion (=} commen-
ced 1ts air assault ati'1167 hourd 6 'gn DZ in“the vieinity of XS55683
32, Company C procceded Company E which was followed by Compeny Aj
the airlift was completed at-llKé hours, The companies moved north
and established blocking positions, During the evening, the 3=47th
Infantry moved to the vicinity of XS555240 and established night de-
fensive positions, The battalion was resupplied, and at 1843 hours
settled 1n‘posithons. }

(&) Throughout the night, the battalions manned’ their'defenb
sive positions without incident, On the morning of 3 May, the bate
talions continued reconnaissance in force operations, The 3-47th
Infantry initiated. its operations, moving west toward the vicinity of
XS545236, The battalion did not encounter any significant contacts
of engagements, and subsequently moved to a backloading site in the
vicinity of xsgzozzn where 1t was later extracted and returned to
the MRB, The L47th 1nfantry moveod southwest from its night positions
to the vicinity of XS530224, .Company E was the only.element of tha
battalion to encounter an ongagomont. The company was briefly engaged
With automatic weapon fire while moving north of XS5hk5246, - Artilliery
was employod on suspected encmy positions with unknown results, The
battalion continued its movement to XS530284 it was eoxtracted and ree
turmed to the MRB, The only other engagoment that occurred during
the day involved the 2nd Battalion, VNMC which-had moved 'northwest
from 1ts nlght defensive positions, Elements of the battalion located
a company size VG base camp at vieinity of XS571258, Upon cntering
the arca, three VC were engeged resulting in 1 VC KIA, The battalion
was cxtraocted from the area and reinserted -im the vicinity of XSk83297
where 1t spent the night, Ipe two- day. peratipn resulted in tive
U.,S, KNBA ard one U,S, waa)' Enem?'loses codsisted of one VC KIA, 11
bunkors desproyod, and 38 suspects detained,
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& ‘thru 6 May 1968: o -

During the period 4 thru 6 May, the MRF initiated limited pet-
rol operabions in the Dong Tem area, The MRF departed Ben Tre on the
morning of 4 May and arrived-at Dong Tam assuming a ready reaction
posture for commitment 4in the MY THO and/or SAIGON area, On S May,
& survey was conduoted of RF/PE outposts in CAI BE Distrioct to deter-
mine the extent of damsge resulting from VC attacks during the previous
riight, A/L=47th Infantry and A/3-34th Artillery were respectively do-
ployed to vielnity of XS143461 and X8136424 to- reinforce CAI BE Dise
trict,' Tho remainder-of the Brigade's eléments. conducted limited: pata
Trol operations in the vicinity of the MRE, and were maintained in a
_ready reaction posture for further commitments.

3. 7 thru 11 May 1968|

(1) on'? Hay, operations were initiated in GIO DUC District,
DINH TUONG Province to locate and -destroy rear service elements of the
VC MR II Heoadquarters, '502nd Prov, Mobile Battalion and local guerrillas
operating therein, The operation:as originally. concelved was modified
when the Brigade was tasked to deploy one rifle company to reinforce.
Dong Tam Base, and two rifle companias and an artillery battery to ‘
reinforce the Ben Tre Garrison,

(a) The . operatlon'ocmmonced in-accordance to OPORL 43.68
ag the MRB deployed- from Dong Tam to an anchorage point in the vicinlty
of VINH LONG. . The 4<47th Infantry and 2nd Battalion, VNMC oconducted
a riverine movement earlier from the MRB to makeé beach landing assaults
in A0s HILER and WILSON rgspectively, Tho 4-47th Infantry employed
sB, C and E Companies at 0830 hours on BLUE Beach in the vicinity of
‘XS939&1&. Upon beaching unopposed the battalion (=~} moved throughout
the A0 reconning-ineforce, The 2nd Battalion, .VNMC made beach assault
landings on RED ‘Beaches in the vicinity of WS927452¢ afterwhich the
battalion conducted eagle float oporations between WS931406 and WS917L
16, The 3=47th Inféntry was not employed until® 1320 hours; at which
time, it beached in the vicinity of WS939398 to establish blocking
positions, Neither of the th:qg‘battalionﬁ ¢encountered any contacts
or engagements, During the morming one VC POW was captured amd 10
dotainaos~apprehendod; ono chicom ‘carbine was 2also oaptured with ono
of the dotaineas.;\ : :

(b) | The opcration tcrminﬁted early in the aftcrnoon when
the Brigade was directed to deploy its forces:-in reaotion to the dew
veloging situation and enemy threat in the Ben Tre Abea, At 1420 hours,
B/3-47th Infantry embarked ATCs and moved to Dong Tam; the company was
placed OPCON to Task Force Funston, A and E/3-47th Infantry embarked
ATCs and returned to the MRB in preparation for subsequent operations
to reinforce the Bom Tre Garrison, C/3-34th Artillery comlucted an
airlift to the.vicinity of VINH LONG to support the BEN TBE Garrisor,
The 4=47th Infantry withdreéw from the A0 and returned to the MRB
closing at’ 1715 hours, ‘The 2nd Battalion, VNMC‘concluded 1ts oporation
amd prepared for, doployment to BEN TRE, .During the evening the MRE
prepared plans to redeploy the MRE to a-MY THO anchorage and employ
the 4-47th and 2nd Battalion,. VNMC to reinforce friendly clements in
the BEN TRE area that wore under attack. Approximately 1941 hours,

A and E/3-47th Infantrf conmenced-& riverine movement to BEN TRE,
however, at 2300 hours .the co ganiss were tasked not’ to proceed to
Ben Tre,. but to. beach.at the FSB established in the vicinity of XS48
6264 and swcop west to the. tree 11ne seouring the beaehing areea,

(2) The Mobilo Rivorino Fcrco divﬁlaced from the vicinity of
Vinh Lohg to support and reinforce 7th ARVN elements that were in
heavy contact northeast of Ben Tre, The 2nd Battalion, VNMC departed
thoe MRB at 0342 hours and made beach landing assaults on RED Beaches
in the vicinity of X8577384, The. battalion cendusted recon -in-foroe
operdtions, and encountered sporadic snipey fire later in the evening,

No significant contacts devaloped during the day, and tho battalion
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establish night defensive positionsin the vicinity of XS544353 and
X5554345, A . '

(a) At 0845 hours, C and E/4-47th Infantry conducted
beach assaults on BLUE Beaches, vicinity of XS577343, Upon landing
Without incident, Company C swept west along the cenal, Company E .
swept concurrently with Company C moving to its south, B/4-47th Inf-
antry was inscrted bechind Company E and moved southwest in zone, Dur-
ing its swoep C/U-47th Infentry apprchended a VC suspect who stated o
VC force was moving west. in.the AO, The detainec was evacuated to
the battalion's CCB; where he attempted to escape by jumping into the
river, Concussiom grcnades were employed in the vieinlty wherc the
VC suspect jumpecd, resulting in one VC KIA, The battalion continued
to regcon win-force without further incident until 1330 hours, at which
time C/L-U7th Infantry, after having embarked ATCs, crossed  the SONG
BA LAIL, and inserted on the north bank in the vicinity of XS556352,
Company C and Naval assault craft wore engaged with small arms, auto-
matic weapons and B-40 rocket fire from the beach in the vieinity of
X5553365, During this (15 min) cngagement two ASPBs: and two monitors
wore hit resulting in six U,S. WHA, C/4=-47th Infantry requested an
alrstrike on 20 VC observed moving in the vicinity of X8550365; the
strike was employed, To oxploit the ambush.activity and airstrike,.

B and E:Companies were inserted in the areca of contact, Company E
backloaded and beached in. the vicinity XS551363 at 1420 hours, after
Which B Company backloaded and beached in the vicinity of C/4=47th
Infantry at 1&5&Ihours.- During a secarch of the airstrike area, Compary
C found one VC KIA, two B-40 rocket launchers, six,75mmycannis£ors
(pack howitzer), and eight empty B=40 rocket .containers inm the vieinity
of XS545366, At 1440 hours two Naval gssault craft. werc ambushed in
the samo vicinity where the first ambush occurred, One monitor and a
flame thrower boat were engaged with small arms, automatiec -and Belo
rocket fire; four USN were WHA as the assault support craft quickly
suppressod the encmy fire, As tho 4=47th Infantry (-} ocontinued its
sweep of the arca, 1t encountered sporadioc sniper and automatic weapon
fire, Artillery was employed in support of the battalion, -The 4-47th
Infantrg later established night defensive positions . in the vicinity
of XS544363, A : R ' A
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(b) The 3-47th Infantry (-) departed the FSBR (vicinity -
X34B6264Y at 0720 hours and moved to another FSE (LONE) located inm the
vicinity of XS513310, ncar Ben Tre and remalned there until 0930, A
PZ was established in the areca of XS487260 by A and E Companies after
rodeploying by ATC to that location, The two companies were alrlifted
at 1030 hours to a LZ in the vicinity of XS567373, north of Ben Tre,
The air assault was completed at 1116 hours and both companies swept -
toward objectives in the vicinity of XS560395, XS567359, XS549395 and
X8551395, Bf3=47th Infantry remainecd - OPCON to TF Funston at Dong Tam
during the day, and C/3-47th Infantry was inserted at 1145 hours in
the vicinity of XS58R405 to conduct patrols near the MBRB, The only
significant 3/47th engagement during the day occurrcd at 1720 hours
when Company E engaged two VC at vieinity of XS541388 resulting in
one VC KIA and onc POW, .Tho battalion employed A and C Companies in
night defensive positions at 1835 hours in the vicinlty of XS541388,

(3) 9 May 1968

{(a) The two infantry battalions oontinued operations in
the A0 sweeping north of Ben Tre; while the 2nd Battalion, VNMC ©X-
tracted from tho A0 and deployed to My .Tho as directed by Chief,
JCofS, VNMC, The 3=47th Infantry encountered light contact during
1ts operation throughout the day, Earlicr in the day, several groups
of VC were observed moving in the vicinity of X5519392<by the - 3=47th
Infantry Battalion Commander, The battalion's first. engagoment oc-
curred at 0923 hours when A and E Companies were engaged with sniper
fire at XS537403, A/3-47th Infantry was engaged with small arms fire
from its rear in the vicinibty.of XS527408¢ -The cerpany omployed a
stay-bchind patrol attempting to destroy the snipors, Tho two compan-
los continued beyond the vicinity of X5521412 without incident,. and
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the stay-behind patrol joined 1ts company, . At 1400 hours thé two
- companies were engaged with automatie weapons fire while crossing a
bridge in the vicinity of XS514416,. One U,8, KHA and five WHA resulted
from the engagement, Artillery was employed throughout the area on
~Buspected enemy positions,  After the wounded and fatality were evao-
uatdd;, the companies moved to the vicinity of XSU87413 and established
night defensive positions, Ambush patrols were employed throughout -
the night defensive positions, ‘ K : '

' (b) During the‘day, the Ub=U7th Irnfantry conducted eagle
float‘operationg. Initially the battalion searched the area of its
night location and the area where alrstrikes were employed the previous
dayi- B/4-47th Infantry located eight 75mm rounds some 30 meters from
1ts night defensive position, Company C located a.ysmm_reooilless
rifle bipod, documents and clothing. , A thiorough search of both arcas
rovealed a considerable quanity of ammunition and equipment.  The

"battalion was extracted by ATC and reinserted, omploying B and E Compen-
lies: imr the vicinity of XS515374 and C Company XS523374, Company B
engaged two VC in the vicinity of XS505382; one VC was killed and his
weaporr (& Thompson SMG) :was captured, ThHo battalion continued to
recedva.gsporadio sniper and ‘automatiec weapon fire throughout the after-
noon, Latcr in the evening, the battalion established night defensive
positions in the vieinity of XS487382, - o . : .

(4) 'on 10 May the infantry battalions continued operations
north west of Ben Trec, ' : - o :
(a) The 4=U7th Infantry succceded ih gstablishing sign-

1ficant contact which commenced at 0824 hours, when B/4=L7th Infantry

encountered. 1ight automatic weapons fire from the vicinity of XS488385

 As“the company mancuvered against tho fire it was subjected to harass-
ing sniper fires, Company B located a VC force entrenched in bunkers,
in the vieinity XS472395, and requested an dirstrike to support its
movement against the bunkers, An alrstrike was employed on the. area,
and the fire was suppressed momentarily, As B and E Companies contina
ued to. advance, the enpmy's fires from the bunkers intensified, Another
ailrstrike was requosted for the target arca,  Prior to the airstrike,
e CS strike was cmpldyed “in‘the, area at ‘1320 hours, ' The airstrike
immediately followed and was completed at 1520 hours,  During that
period, B Company sustained bne U,S., KHA and two WHAs while killing
two VCy E Company casualties were three WHA, and C Company hed killed
one VC, As the battalion: continued to move against the enemy, contact
incrcased with what was gonsidered an estimated VG Company, Automatic
weapons, sSmell: arms and B-U40 rocket fire were employed against the
advancing forces, Artillery:fires were employed throughout the areca

* of X8473398 where contact was reported as boing the hcaviest, Flements
off € Company wore pinned down by the B=40 rocket fire, As the engage-
ments continued into the ¢vening, elements of the battalion were fre-
quoently plnned-down by rocket and automatic weapons fire, Tho encmy.
force was oonsidered to be at least two companies or one reinforoed
company, Approximately 1940 hours the enemy broke oontact, The 4=i7th
ostablished night defensive positions in the vieinity of XS471395, Tho
battalion sustained:one KHA and 15 WHAsS from: the:engagementsy six VC
were accounted for, - o : - ‘ S

-

. r(ﬁ);fThef3;57th inrantry (~) originally swept west from

its night defensive positions, One Company was tasked to search for:

¢ & ooncealed munitions cegche in the vicinity of -XS480413, The battalion
ancountered sporadic small arms fire during the morning fron Xs471395.

*At 1430 -hours the battalionm (=) moved south to reinforoc the ‘L=i47th
Infantry in its contacts .A/3=-47th Infantry was employed in & blocking
position 'in the yicinity of XSLB8oLki2,, and E/3=47th Infantry moved to
ostablish a Dblooking position at.XS&65401. A/3=L47th Infantry dlse
placod from its blocking position and moved to the vieinity of X846
5401 wharo 1t established blocking positions,with B-Company. The two
conpanies encountered no significent contacts-during the evenling,
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(5) The operation concluded on 11 May after the two infantry
battelions conducted local sweeps,

(a) The 4-=47th Infantry searched the tree line from
wWhich 1t was engaged the previous day; numorous documents and equip-
ment was found, Prior to its sweep operations, elements of the bat-
talion reported sporadic engagement during the early morning hours, .,
At 0205 hours, B and C Comparmies recsived small arms and automatic
weapons fire in their perimeter, TWenty minutes later, enemy firing
positions within a tree line 250 meters from the company's position,.
Wwere obsorveds artillery fires were employed inm the area reinforaing
B and C Compamies fires, Two soldiers were wounded when the enemy
employed grenades against the defensive positions, At day light a
search of the arca revealed six»VC KIA, ammunitien, equipmont, several
trails with blood stains leading west in the vieinity of XS469397,.
bunkers, machine gun and mortar positions, "The batitalion moved to
¥Sh3s411, embarked ATCs and returncd to the MBE. The 3-47th Infantry
(=) encountered no incidents during the night, end commenced its oper-
ation moving wost of its night defensive location, Tho two companies
(A and E)' subsequently swept north to the My Tho river (XS4s53412)
where they embarked ATCs and returned to .the MRE, )

(b) When the five day operation terminated, .the MRF
had sustained two U.S, KHA, onc VNMC KHA, two U,S, KNHA and 41 U,S,°
WHA, Enemy losses consisted of 21 VC KIA, one POW, 43 dectainces, Ssix
woapons, one B-U40 rocket launcher, 131 bunkers destroyed, and numerous
amounts of ammunition, supplies and equipment captured,..VC activities
within the province were disrupted, and the Province Capital of Hen
Tre was no longer im fmmediate threat, o o,

ke 14 thru 16 May 1968:s

(1) After a brief period (2 days)' of preparation and planning
the MRF" continued offemsive operations o 14 May, OPORD, #4-68 was im-
plemcnted as concelved, with the 2nd Brigade conducting riverine ro-
connaissance~in-force operations in DON NHON and MO CaY Districts,,
KIEN HOA Province, The target selected was the. 516t VG Battalion and
local guerrillas, . - - L N

(a) The initial phase of the operation involved the
carly deployment of the 3=-34th Artillery (132300 hourgi»from;Baso
Clark to two FSB's (SMITH 4ND JONES) located on SONG HAM LUONGs C/3=34
Artillery was employed at FSB SMITH, in the vicinity of XS394334, and
was LRF at 0535 hourssy A and B Batteries were employed at FSB JONES
in the vicinity of XS487266, Both maneuver battalions initiated river=
ine movement from the MBB to conduct beach assaults in AQ*s KENNEDY
and MC CARTH, located approximately 10 KM southwest of Ben Tre, The
3-47th Infantry (=) conducted beach landing assaults in AQ KENNEDY
in the wvicinity of XSU33316, Simultancously, E/3=47th’ Infantry de-
ployed with & riverine armored reconnsissance element (EABE)ﬁto,execuu>
a foeint landing in the vicinity of XS363295; after which the company
rejoined its battalion in the vicinity of XS4331, The beach assaults
were completed at 0830 hours without incident, and the battalion
began 1ts operations south west in zone, reconning in force with 4, ¢
and B Companies, Throughout the day no significant contact was ene
countercd, Howcver, ‘soveral small groups of VC were observed ang -
engaged 1n tho vicinity of XS425503, XS430311 and XSL32326 ecarlier in
the day; the results of these engagements were not known, The battae
lionm continued its reconnaissance in force operations until: 1950 hours;
at which time night defonsive positions were established in the vio-
inity of X842028g and XS413287, ’ o o T B

- (b) The L=U7th Infantry () mede beach landing assaults
in 40 MC CaRTHY, after transiting the MO CaY river, Tho battalion (=)
completed its landing ot 0814 hours in the vicinity of XS&17243,
C/U=l7th Infantry remained with the MRB which displaced from DONG TuM.
to an anchorage off of BEN TRE in the vicinity of X3S485285, The

!
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company ‘was emnloyed to secure both the MRB and FSB. The hol7th In~.
fantry () initlally conducted reconnalssance in force -operations
northwest in zone, and latér moved northeast, 10 kilometers southwest
- of BEN TRE: No signifidant contacts occurred; howgver, several sign-
ificant findings Were made which included ammunitiéns, equipment, an
abandon hospital and a VC Base Camp, B/4=47th Infantry accounted for
~one VC KT&'in & brief engagement at 1830 hours in the vicinity of
XS428261.. The battalion (=) continued.its sweep to:the north withsut
further inéident and established night defensive positions in the vic~
‘inity -of ‘XS431267 and XSK1L4267, ~C/Lkeli7th :Infartry, while conducting
local patrols in- defense of the MRB,engagéd two VC and killed one, An
‘ambush patrol of E "Company sustainea one U, S. KHA at 2255 hours when
a grenade was tossed into 1ts position,

(2) During the night neither infantry battalion ostablished
contact with the enemy.' At 0545 hours clements of A/3-47th Infantry
engaged and killed éne VC in a sampan in the viocinity of XS420287,
Operations wore shifted to 4 kilometers southwest of MO CAY on the
morning of 15 May, < .The 3-47th Infantry and 4-47th Infantry Wwere air-
lifted to LZs 1n the vicinity of XS#461 5, - .

. (a) The ‘3.47th Infantry (-) emploi ed A, C and‘E_Companies
in the A0 on a LZ located in the vicinity of-XS435160., The airlift
was completed without' incident, and, the battalion commenced: to recon-
in-force, A/3=47th Infantry ostablished contact, at 0945 hours, while
moving in the vieinity of XSLUL3170, The encmy force was employed along
a road leading to the eity of MO CAY. E/3=U47th Infantry (moving to the
right flank of A/3=47th Infantry) established contact shortly there--
after, The initial estimate of the situation was, that two squads of
VC forces were sngaging both elements with automatic weapons, . The in-
itial engagement dccurred after the point element of -A/3=47th Infantry
crossed .tho roady The tactim employed by the snemy was to.pormit the
point element to advance beyond .the road prior to engagdng- the main
element, He had constructed a sophisticated ‘bunker system beneath the
road which:was reinforced by spider holes ‘on the north side. The point
element was engaged by VC from the spider holesj three U,S, were immede
jate WHA, - It was difficult for A/3-E7th Infantry..to immediately re-
trieve i1ts wounded, As the company; advéhced; theé enemy intensified
his fires from the bunkers. The. terrailn between-the road and LZ was
principally open rice paddies ‘containing dikes one-foot or less in
helght, GConsequently, the enemy suocceeded in slowing the momentum of
the 3=47th Infantry's attack. Company A began to-maneuver southwest
of the enemy positions, and E Company mahsuvered-east of the bunkers,
At approximately 1105 Aours, gunships weére employed in.support of the
ground forces, The light fipe team gtrafed the area north of the road
with rockets and automatic weapons, .The.enomy automatic weapon fires
increased and snipers were employed extensivoly. The VC force was now
estimated to 'be at least a company. size element, The 3-34th Artillery
accurately engaged the- area "and momentarily decreased the frequency of
sniper fires,  Thé turning point of the engagement oceurred when-air-
strikes were employed, - Napalm employed on the road caused a few of the
VC leave ‘thelir: positions fleeing toward a tree line. Following the
alrstrikes, -several cS¢ strikes were: omployed.; Through its movement. was
slightly ‘impaired by automatio‘weahons fire, .the battalion obtained the
initiative as 1t attacked, the cnemy bunkers, E/3=47th Infantry report-
ed killing ‘eight VC,- A/Bnu?th Infantry accounted for 13:VC KIA, and
C/3=47th ‘Infantry Teported. two VC KIA, - In the meantime, the L=L7th
Infantry was intreduced into the. area of contact to.exploit the engage=
ment,: fix and destrdy’ the enemy,. The enemy broke econtact shortly be-
fore 1830 hours, and the_ 3-47th Infantry.established night defensive
vositions in theivielnity“of XS437179, -Ambush patrols were employed
during the night. Durihg the day. ths 3-47th Infantry sustained three
UsS, KHAs :and 12 U.S WHA, the majority of the casualties were of
Company A,
« e T
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_ ~(b) The 4~47th Infantry minus C Company, which provided
securlty for the MRB and FSB, began its airmobile operations at 1025
hours. The battalion employed A, B and E Companies into the A0, on &
LZ located in tho vicinity of XShs5B166, southwest of the 3=47th Inf-
antry's contact, A/4=~47th Infantry was introduced into the A0 withe
out incident; however, the light helicopter fire team escorting the
alrlift was engaged from & tree line in the vicinity of XSUlU5165,
Company A& was the first unit to ¢stablish contact, -The company was.
€ngaged at 1035 hours in the vicinity of the LZ. Mancuvering against

the encmy, the company sustained two U,S, KHA and one WHA, Gunships
supported the company in 1ts contact, ''Meanwhile, B/4-U7th Infantry
completed 1ts ailrlift into the A0 and moved cast toward the 3=47th
Infentry, - Company E followed Company B &irlift into' the- 40, - As the
battalion advanced,Company 4 agaln encountered small arms and automatic
Wweapons' firey the cnemy at this time was-fighting from bunkers in the
vicinity of XS438167, The airstrikes employed in support of the 3-47th
Infantry causcd some of the VC to flec unknowingly towards:' B/4=47th
Infantry's adlvance, B Company ¢stablished' contact at 1400 hours in the
vicinity of XSEB ié?g and’' continued its attack moving towards XS&43140,
During its five and a half our engagement, the company and-supporting
fires accounted for 15 VC KI4 and ten weapons: captured, Company E
attacked toward the vicinity of XS440170. reporting six VC KIA, one
rifle and one 60mm mortar captured,  Contact terminated at 1900 hours,
a2t which time thc battalion established night defensive pesitions in
the vicinity of XS447177, During the day the 4-47th Infantry sustain-
ed three U.,S, KHA and three WHA, -~ °~ - e :

(3) On 16 May, the infantry battalions continued theilr recon-
nalssance 1n force operations moving northeast in zone, The only en-
gagement of the ‘day occurred-when’ elements. of the U4=47th Inrantﬁ Con-
countered sporadie automatie Weapons fire in the vicinity of XS §5182:
one soldier was WHA., Artillery fires wert employed on suspected enem%
positions, The two battalions oontinucd their operations moving nort
to tho vicinlty of the MO CAY Bridge where they ombarkod;ATC§ agdh
EREERedae SUSlTRA BPRoTTC8, BY,BRoBO4L Rl oERPELR] BT 1208 hours,
Navy men were wounded during the second of two brief ambushes of Naval
assault craft supporting the operation.. The ambushes: occurred on 14
and 15 May, on thc SONG HAM LUONG and in the vicinity of XS485283 re-
spectively, Enemy losses during the operation includeds 57 VC KIA,
four POW's, 27 detainees, eight grenades, 62"toeo poppers,® 12 CBU
bombs, and ten claymore mines, four 10 1lbs lend mines, assorted small
arms emmunition, nine five gallon cans of chlorinec, 164 1bs of doow
uncnts, medical supplies, clothing, four AK-47's, three M1 rifles,
one U.8, carbine, one chieom carbine, onc 60mm nortar,:two unknown:
type weapons, one starlight scope, radlo, and web gear captured or
destroyed ., in addition tq destroying 58 bunkers and 43 structures,

1, During the ﬁeriod:17 and 18 May, the MRF temporarily concluded
OPEBATION TBUONG CONG DINH, and initiated strike operations-in THAN
DUC District, LONG sN Province in coordination with the 46th ARVN
Regiment, Cd : o L o

m. 21 and 22 May 1968;

(1) On 21 May, the MRF initiated operations to locate and
destrog the 263rd and 514th VC MF Battalions operating in LONG &N and
DINH TUONG, Provinces, The operation commenced in accordance with
OPORD 46-68, at 0210 hours with riverine assault oraft.escorting the
3-34th Artillery to establish a fire support base, in the vicinity of
X8737541, The, 3-47th and 4-47th Infantry, conducted early morning
becach assaults attacking to the south, The 3-47th Infantry beached
in the vicinity of XS66556l, and the 4-47th Infantry in.-the vicinity
of XS5675569, A “"Tiger Scout™ interpreter with the 3-k7th Infantry
questioned civillans in the arca and learned that VC tax gollectors
wero in the arca the previous week, The 3-47th and 4=U7th'Infantry
continued to reconn=in=force movinﬁ south without opposition, Twelve
detalneces were apprehended by the 4el7th and evacuated to the tactical
screening center, One chicom carbine was found'in the vieinity of
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XS589557 by B/U-b7th Infantry, Thore was no eneny contact thgpushout
the day, and the battaljonscstablished night defensive, positionst -
A/3-k7th Infantry in tho vicinlty of X5669533, B/3-47th Infantry in:

the vicinity of X366953U ‘B/3-47th Infantry in.the vieinity of XS67
1537, A/4<~47th Infantr in the vicinity of XS678535, B/4-U7th Infantry
in the vieinity of XS680533, -and C/4=L?th Infaptry in the viecinity of
X5679536. Pive eirstrikes were-employed in, support of the operation;
aitht strnoturea and 16 _bhunkers wera»regorted deatroyed. -

(2). on 22 May, the 2nd. Brigade. in cgoporation and coordination
with 7th ARVN elements,.attacked southwest from its night defensive
positions and cstablished blocking positions in the vicinity of XS§6635
32, X8652535, and XS655533,. The 3 E7th Infantry continued reconnaiss-
ance in forae to tho southwest and ostablished bloocking positions to

tho. oSt . th Infant tho vieinity of XS6 b7th 1
tho Viornity’ of HSBeSRIantEY, p the ricinity of X8 D e

4-L7th Infantry attacked.west from 1ts night defensive positions to
blocking positions orionted southwestt A/h-h”th in the vicinity of
XS677517, C/L-47th Infantry in the vicinity of X5679517. Three pounds
of onemy.documents were found by C/4=h7th Infantyy in the vicipity of
XS679517, ' The MRB relocated ta DONG.TaM, arriving at 1510 hours with-
out.incident, The tWo infantry battalions moved to, extraction: points,
loaded ATCs at- 1330 hours, and returned to’ DONG.T&M -wia the CHO GAO-
Canal, -During the oxtractbony the 3-u?th Infantry roooived tvo- ‘Tounds
of snipar fire. . i o

, n} 2& Hay 1968t

' (1) In aqpordance with OPOBD L7.68 the MBF continued OEERATEI
TRUONG, CONG<DINH on. 24 May emplqyina “the 3-&7th Infantry in & recon-
naissance in forea operation in HaM LONG- District, KIEN HOA.Province, -
The" oparatxgn gommenced at 0716 hours with the’ 3~57th Infantry -employ-
ing B, .C.and.E Companies to-conduct boach landing assaults:inm the vio-
inity of XSh39&06, XSk28L40L -and XSU438405 respectively, .Upon beaching,
tho battalion.swept south, :and did not encounter enemy.contaét, All.
elemonts -reported ;enemy interference (jamming) .on their primasry radio:
frequency, - . Throughout the “morning, ‘elements: of’the battalion destroyeé'
several  two-man bunkers in the viointty-of Xszsuol, and ten mortar -
pits in the .vicinity of XS433887, A house was found in“the:vicinity of
XSLi8397?, containing an abundance of VC flags, empty pendocillin vials,
and other 1ndications of” VC'occupatlon. The 1mmod1ate'area waathorouaz
1y search. ‘ B j' |
. (2) As of 1600 hours, the. enemy avoided contact with»the ‘bate
talion, .B/3=47th.Infantry swopt to the. vidinity of XSk55385 4nd pre-
pared for afrmobile extraction, - -Companies € and E, Rocdted in-the vic-
inity of XSWlk2386 and XS457391 respoctively, were also meking prepara-
tion for extraction by aly, - At 1624 hours: Gompany B'was engaged by
automatlo weapons“fire resulting in one U,S, KHA, The company: 1mmedhﬂa
1y suppressed tho enemy fire, 4 light fire ‘team .and artillery were
omﬁloyod on:areas of suspected enemy positions 1n tho vicinity of

Xsl56387, A ‘search of tho area revesnled-three' VC KIA, Two V& werec
found . tied in trees, and one was observed folling from & -tro¢ wWhen -
fire: was ' roturned. All- elements of the battalion'were extracted to :

DONG 'TAM; from whence they loaded aboard ATC's and returned to the MRB -
closing at 1725 hours, The 3-47th Infantry succeeded in killing three
VC, in addition to destroying 24 bunkers and 14 mortar positions from
which attacks hed’ been launched ;on the U,S. Base:'at DONG. TaMs Three
57mm agd three 75mm.recoilless rifle rounds were 8180 destroyed. Al-
»though the VC avolded ‘¢contact with the battallon, the enemy 8 freadom'
of movqment threughout tho AO was curtailed,

&A&B) Durlns tho~day, the 4-47th Infantry dobarkﬁd the MRB- to
religved the 3-60th Infantry of 1its security mission at. DONG TaM Base,
The :3-6Qth .Infantry cmbarked aboazd tha USS COLLECTON and propared fof
future oporations with the MRF St

~
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% oﬁeration TRUONG CONG DINH contlnued with‘the MRF imple-
menting OPORD 48-68, Operations commenced 252100 Mey with the deploy-
ment of the 3-34th Artillery by LCM-8 from the MRB anchorage vicinity
Dong Tam to .PSBs LOWEL (XS514315), MERRIL (XSLB86267) and SPENDER (XsS51,
543)., During the early morning of 26 May, the maneuver battalions de~
Earted the MRB to conduct riverine’ recon-in-force operations in GIONG
BOM District, KIEN HOA Province, . The MRB commenced its deployment

from Dong Tam at 0800 hours to an anchprpge point vicinity (XS 829)
arriving at 1100 hours, , . '

(2) . The concept of operationa as orlglnally conceived was mod-

1fied as a, result of. the immedlate contact.established by the 3-47th .
Infantry and assault boats of Biver Division 111, The 3-47th Infantry

- garted.tha MRB at 0100 hours, to conduct beach landing assaulis
on GRE N beaches 1, 2 and 3; after which, the battalion would initiate
recon-in-force oporations southwest in A} SACKVILLE, At 0720 hours
the lead eloment of the riverine column was ambushed, and engaged with
B-40 rocket and automatic weapons fire in the vicinity of X8591258,,
Two ASPBs and one monitor received direct hits; initial casualties re-
ported were two USN KHA and six WHA, The casualties. ooourred as the
assault support boats tioved in to beach landing sités of the. 3-47th
Infantry, The lead boats in the column bore the brunt of the attack,
The boat captain and rediomen of ASPB:111-% were killed instantly, and
two other crewman were wounded when theilr boat sustained two rocket
and' two recoilless rifle hits. Two of the rounds struck the boats .
20mm cannon; another Mit the mast’ and ‘the. fourth tore into the coxs-,
wain's flat, Four crewmen on ASPB 1115 were wounded in the first at-
tack as & rocket blew open its 20mm mount.: The third boat. (#onitor
111-2)' 4n column reoetved heavy fire, and sustained two men. injured
with minor wounds, The enemy fire was reported originating from both
sides of the bank. Artillery fire from the 3-34th Artillery and a
light helicopter fire team ftom TF 116 wero employed against known and:
suspected enemy positions, The ambush lasted. approximately ten min-
utes, and despite the eremy's ambush'the battalion continued toward
14s-assigned beach sites, At 0735 hoirs; B/3=-47th boached on GREEN..
Beach #1, viclnity X8602257, oncounter;ng a heavy volume of eutomatia
weapons and ‘small arms fire; one U,S, wWas KHA and five WEA resulting
from contact with an estimated VC pléatdon, After establishing & beach
head 1t was found that there wasg an. uﬁforﬂable stream on the east sep-,
arating B Company from the remainﬁer of the battallon, The company was
then ordered to extract from that-beach site and reinsert in the vie=
inity of XS607521, At the same time E/3-47th Infantry beached on
GREEN Beach #2 in the vicinity ‘of XS600250 endountering smell arms fire
from vieinity XS603250 resulting-in two UyS, WHA; however; .the company
completed 1ts beaching., C/3-47th Infantry beached on GEEEN Beach #3 .
in the vieinlty of X5599249 also encountering automatic weapons and
small arms fire from:all sides resulting in one U.,Sy WHA, The company
engaged the enemy while moving south west killing' tdn VC, 'By 0850 hour
Company C had moved to the vicinity of XS601250, and was inyolved in
heavy contact with enemy in bunkers; artillery and light fire teams ,
worg -employed in support of  the:'compeny, while B and E -Companies con=
tinued their movement to develop C Company's contact, B/3=47th Infw
antry maneuvered .to the vicéinity of ‘XS605248 to engage the ‘enemy oppos-
ing C' Company,- It was ‘estimated that both B and C ‘Companies Wwere in
contact with a platoon size foroe entrenched in a bunker line, Possibl;
thoy wore blocking -elements for a w1thdraw1ng main body force, ALl
elements of the battalion continued to wongage the enemy, while the
3/60th Infantry was tasked to backload and exploit the tactical sit-
uation by conducting operations south east of the 3/47th Infantry, At
1015 hours the 3/47th Infantry reported a ‘total or 18 vc k1A (12 VO
by C Gompany and six VC by B Company). o

- (a) Inltially, the 3~60th Infantry oommenced its river-
ine deployment bo the.vicinity ‘of RED Beaches 6, 5 and 4 or 1, 2 and
3 in A0 WESTs. At 0750 hours the lead elements of the battalion were
engaged with B=40 rookat, automatic-woapons and. small arms fire in the
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vicinity of X5591258, The ambush, this time, engaged boats of BRiver
Division 91 with automatic weapons fire jJust west of the location
where boats of Biver Division 111 were attacked, One crewman of ASPH
91-7 received minor wounds during the attack; ne significant damage
occurred to the boats.- Light fire tcams and artillery fires were come
Ployed in supnort of the battalion convoy,

: {b) The Brigade Commander dirccted the 3-60th Infantry
to beach in the vicinity of XS592255 and swoep south west in order to
develop the situation ‘enidoterming the extemt of enemy fires on tho
north bank, The battalion beached unopposed at 0816 hours with Compary
C on the left, Company E in thc center, and Company B on the east,

The. battalion maneuvered south west-to vicinity of XS587250, then
south ecast towards- vicinity of XS592248 to backload ATCs for subsequat
deployment/employment, Backloading was completed at 1122 hours and
the battalion commeneed its . #iverino movement to the vieinity of XS62
k239, During its initial rccon-in-force operations, the. 3-60th Inf-
antry located a heavil&tnnmmmd_arca;+and destroyed &O bunkers, Enroute
to the new insertion, area, clements of the battalion were engaged with
automatic weapons fire from vicinity of XS618242; Company, C. and the
boat fires of River-Division 91 suppressed-the fires killing one VC,
The battalion beached unopposed-at 1142 hours, and commenced its ope
atlons moving south west in zono, _Tho mancuver was to flank the bune

v

kor line from the south, During }tg mpvement, B/3=60th Infantry found
ten VC gas-masksand assorted drawing equipment (vieinity of XS591249),
and destroyed one sempan cont&ining 175 1bs of riee in the vieinity of
X8621236, ‘Fourrdetaineces werc alsp eollected, Throughout the remain-
der of the day;: the 3-60th, Infentyy had no significent engegements
with the enemy, At 1350 hours, elements,of C/3=60th Infantry wasengaged
in- the vicinitiébfosézlzjs with one handgrénade, The area was secar-
ched, resulting in the capture of three VC; ono of which was WIA,
Subsequent interrogation of the POWs revealed that they were members

of the 516th VC MF Battalion, In th¢'samé location, Company C killed
two: VC and ocaptured one chicom carbine, two M=-26 grensdes and.three
chicom- grenades © The battalion continued reconning in foree, until
2000 hoursj at which time 1t established night defensive positions
employing Company'B in the.vicinity of(XS611234; Company C in the vic-
inity of XS605239,. dnd ‘Company E.in the vicinity of 38612223. Due to
the torrain conditions 1t was ungble to linkeup with the 3-47th Inf-
antry. ' - ST, ‘

v 7 (e} As of 1145 hours, B and E 3=-47th Infantrybcontacts
were diminishing to sporadic sniper and automatic weapons fire as the
companies intensified theéir attacks, C/3=-47th Infantry, at the same
time, was pinned down in, the vicinity of XS598247 by.intensive small
arms and automatic weapons fire from'a well constructed bunker line,
The company continued to advance against the enemy encountering rugged
resistance, The battslion had thus far accounted for 21 VC KIAs, At
Approximateély 1415 hours, contact.intensified as B and E Companies
encountered .a VC force within a bunker c¢omplex in the vicinity of
X8603249, .The intensity of the enemy fire was .such-that the companies
rate of advapnce was slow and tedioug, .-C/3=-i472{h Infantry was also ocon=-
fronted with a bunksr complex in the: vicinity of XS601248, and received
heavy automatic weapons and small arms fire, Alrstrikes and artillery
were emplozed‘on both bunker complexes, During an alrstrike at 1505
hours C/3-47th Infentry sustained 12 U.S. WHA when & napalm bomb fell
in close proximity (40m) to their positiaon, The wounded weré evacuated
at 1608 hours, Shortly thereafter, C/3«47th Infantry revorted that
three of its men were WHA and lylng 1in;close proximity to the bunkers,
Because of the intense fires the company was unable to retrieve them
at that timeo,- The battalion contact continued until the evening hours,
As- of 1800 hours, Echo Company had succeeded in reaching the bunker
complex and found one VC KIA, and one male hiding within a bunker,

The company later engaged a VC force, k1lling tuwe,1in the vicinity of
XS602248, and.reported; ‘ten. VE~KIA  Probable, Fibl the same cngagement,

At 1930 hours the battalion cstablished night defensive positions em-
Ploying Company.B in the vicinity of XS601250, Company € in the vige
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations - After Action Report

inity of XS601246 and Compeny E in the vicinity of XS599248, Company
Cy, 85 of this time, hed not recovered its wounded because of the ine
tense fighting, The company was ordered to dispateh.a patrol to re-
cover its threewoundsimen, who were in elosc proximity to the bunkers,

(d) Throughout the day, B/7-1st Alr Cav conducted aerial
réconnalssanco and provided gunship support for both manouver battae
lions, The Air Cav unit, in.support of ground ocontacts and during ine*
dependent operations, accounted for six VC KIAs, found nine fresh
graves and collected six detainees, Assault boats of River Division
91‘encountered another, more substaintial, attack later in the morning

- &at virtually the same 'position where the 111 boats were hit, Four

men, including three orewmen of ATC 9l.5, were injurcd by the automatic
weapons, rocket and recoilless rifle fire, The boats were attacked on
Several other ocecasions during the afternoon, but no other personnel
casualties resulted, Other boats hit by hostile fire were ASPE 111-2,
Wwhich took four recollless rifle rounds, flamethrower 1117 and ATC
1111, Approximately 2120 hours, 'the: MRB wac engaged fram the viocinity
of XS497283 with recoilless rifle fires, Throo rounds Wore roportod
fired at the Barracks Ship APL 26; one round hit in the water, another
passed over the Starbeard bow, and the' third penotrated the mid-deck,
but did not explode, There were no personnel casualties or significant
demage resulting from the attack, Fire was rcturned by the boats of
the security force, the major ships of TF 117 and 3=-34th Artillerye

An EOD .team was dispatched to handle the unexploded enemy ordnance,
During the attack, eclements of A/3-47th Infantry, employed as MEB

. defense, reported one rocoilless rifle round was fired into their'poé-

ition; they estimated the enemy's location to be approximately 400 -
meters from theilrs, DNue to the close proximity of A/3-47th Infantry
to the enemy's location, the company was extracted at 2205 hours, .
afterwhich the ships and assault support boats of the MRF engaged the
surrounding area throughout the night., As a result of the days opera-
tion three U,S, were KHA, two USN KHA, 26 U,S, WHA and 11 USN WHA,

Egemy losos consistedef 32 VC KIA, three POW and 17 detalinecs collect-
0 . *

(3) Throughout the night of 26 May, both battalions remained
in thelr night defensive positions without incident, Flans were for-
nulated to search the arecas of. contact.at first light, and then con-
duct a ground sweep to e€xploit the arca where a B=52 strike had been
employed on 26 May, - ,

, (a) At daybreak on 27 May the 3-47th Infantry conducted
1ts search and clear operation in the arca of previous contact, C and
E Companics dispatched patrols to locate.tho four MIAs, Company B
swept west toward objective 72 (viecinity XS597246), and then to an
embarkation site in the vieinity of XS594241, At 0730 hours Company
C located its three MIAs who were. now KHAs, in the vicinity of XS60024s,
The company then swept toward objective 72, then to 1ts embarkation
site at W18, Company E located its MIA during its sweep at 0730 hours,
in the vicinity of XS600249, The company continued its sweep toward
objJective 72, and then to a backloading site in the viecinity of Wi8, -
The battalion was extracted by ATCs and procecded toward RED Beaches
b, 5 and 6 in the vicinity of X5587229, . Enroute to the beaching site, .
assault support boats of River Division 111 weore again targets for an
encmy ambush, Earlier in the day (0720 hours) support boats were
ambushed five kilometors. east of Ben Tre (vicinlty XS556298), and
cngaged with automatic weapons, reocoilless riflc and/or rockot fire
from both banks, Thrceo crewmen were wounded durlng that engagement,

A second ambush ocourred at 1145 hours in the vielnity of XS5589231
as the boats were landing clements of B/3-47th Infantry., In addition
to four Navy casualtlics, one infantryman was kllled and another wound~-
ed as the company attempted to land in the face of the heavy fire, B
Company subsequently, backloaded on ATCs, to allow maXximum coverage

of the arca by artillery and gunships, The encmy flre was initially
suppressed by the support boats, and silenced when artillery and gune
ships reinforoed their fires, At 1212 hours contact ceoased, and B
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3=47th Infantry was reinscrted to sweop the ambush area; no significant
findings were made, The battalion (-) completed its beaching concur-
rent with Company B, and reconned-ineforce south and east through the
B-52 strike area, E/3=47th Infantry collected three detainees in the
vielnity of XS588228, B/3=47th Infantry discovered an extensive bune
-ker complex containing 170 twoeto-three man bunkers and emplacements
with over head covers; all of the bunkers were destroyed in place, The
battalionm continued i1ts operations to vicinity XS584223 without contact.
At 1700 hours the battalion commenccd its ailrmobille extraction to an

LZ in the vicinity of X5550215, and them moved on foot to a riverine

gxtraction point (XS541209) for movement to the MRB3 closing at 1945
ours,

. (p) Tho 3=60th Infantry continued its offensive operatias
at0930 hours conducting recon-in-foroce operations to RED Beaches 1, 2
and 3 in the vicinlty of XS602217, No significant contact was encount-
ored’ throughout the day, Four detailnecs were apprehended; one of which
statcd that he was a Vict Cong. At 1500 hours, C/3=-60th Infantry loo=-
ated five fresh graves with bod@ies in the vicinity of XS600210, The
VC died from gunshot and fragmentation wounds, Shortly therecafter,

all elements of the battalion were extracted from vicinity XS5592218

to vicinity X5550203, and commcnced riverine movement to the MRB clos-
ing at 1907 hours, The maneuver battalions of the Brigade dld not
establish contact with the encmy while sweeping the arca of the B-52
strike, Bravo troop, 7=1st Air Cav conducted aerial reconnalssance

and gunship support throughout the A0, On one occasion at 1345 hours,
in the vicinity ¢f XS595205, the gunships engaged and killéd two VC
who were fleeing the area, Two additional VC were kllled during ane
other enemy ambush on the Naval assault boats in the vicinity of XS55
6298, at 1415 hours, six boats were hit with automatlc weapons, rocket,
and recoilless rifle fire, resulting in four Navy men wounded, As

of result of the two day operation,a total of 41 VC were killed and
four POWs capturecd, The MRF loses consisted of eight U,S, KHAs, two
USN KHAs, 26 US WHAs and 24 USN.WHAs,

Pe 29 and 30 May 19684

(1) After a brief period of preparation and maintenance, the
Moblle Riverine Force continued Operation TRUONG CONG DINH in accor-
dance with OPORD 49-68, The scheme of mansuver involved, deploying
the 3-47th Infantry to conduct beach assaults, GREEN Beaches 1 thru b,
After beaching, the battalion should then sweep. south west in A0 BAL.
FOUR. The 3-60th Infantry would be employed in AO CHURCHILL, to
assault beaches BED 1 thru 3, and then attack north east in zone,
Both maneuver battalions would. conduct recon=in=force operations in
MO CAY and DON NHON Districts to locate,.fix, and destroy the VC 540
DCU and other enemy elements in zone,

(a) The operation commenced at 0540 hours with the de-
ployment of 3=47th Infantry elements, followed by the 3-60th Infantry
at 0600 hours to the area of operations, A/3=60th Infantry remained
at the MRB, and was employed in defense of the MRB and FSB PEMBERTON
in the vicinmity of XSWU8427L, At approximatcly0730 hours both battalio
beached unopnosed, and initiated reconnalssance=in-force operations,
The 3=-47th Infantry mede its beaching assaults on GREEN Beaches in th
vicinity of XSLL6307, XS4L3316, XSL28317, and XSL59302; employing C,
E, A and B Companies respectively. Company C, upon beaching, engaged
three armed VC in the vieinity of XSWL6307; results of the engagement
were not known. Throughout the day, the 3=47th Infantry activitics
were limited to the formentianed engegement, and collection of one POW
and 21 detalnees., Several reports of VC movement were explored with
negative results, At 1845 hours the battalion was employcd in
night defcnsive positions; Company A in the vicinity of Xsh12286,
Compeny B in the vicinity ¢f XS437287, Company C in the viocinity of
XSL434281, and Company E in the vielnlty of Xsk32287,
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(b) The 3=60th Inhfantry (=) assaultcd BED Beaches erne-.
countering negative contact, B/3-60th beached in the vicinity of XS
413240, Company C in the vicinity of XS41924L4, and Company E in the
vicinity of XS417242, Upon. completing the assault landings, the bate
talion began reconnaissance in force operations northeast in zone,

No significant contacts were established throughout the day, Company
B capturcd two detainées in a bunker at XSU415243, and engaged two othap
with negotive results, In searching the area, an ammunition box con-
talning papcr documents was found, Civilians in the area stated,

that a large VC force had moved through tho area two weeks earlier

and g squad sizc force traversedthe area daily. Company C located
& housc containing a blackboard and 3 1b of documents in the vicinity
of XSlk28256, E/3-60th Infantry found onec demolition kit and a 1list of
remes of W in the area, Companies C and E moved to the vieinity of
Xsh26265, and at 2018 settled in thelr night defensive positions; B

3-60th Infantry €stablished 1ts night defensive position in the vicinity

of XSk15271, The battalion apprchended 27 detalnees during the day,
: (e} Troop P, 3=5th Cav conductcd acrial reconnaissance,
end provided gunship support throughout the day, Of the five VC
killed during the day, four were killed. by gunships, At 0935 hours,.
in the vicinity of XS5390295, the cav troop engaged a small group of
VC, killing two,  The gunships again engaged and killed two VC in the
vicinity of XS368265 at 1000 hours, Later in the day, 1310 hours, the
ships were engaged with automatic weapons fire in the vieinity of XS

410270, The area was :engaged by the gunships, and several secondary
explosions resulted, A fifth VC was killed by assault support boats
on the RACH MO CAY. The results of the Brigade's operation were five.
VC KIA, one POW and 37 bunkers destroyed, ' '

N

(2) Neilther battalion encountered or established contact

zhout the nlghts and at day break,operaetions continued with €lements
of both battalions conducting airmobile and riverine operations into
AOs BARON and KING, At 0720 hours the 3-U47th Infantry was airlifted
from its night defensive positions to an LZ in the vicinity of FSE
PEMBERTON, from whence it deployed by riverine movement to the vicinity
of X5534177, and attacked southwest in zone, TWo companies of the
3-60th Infantry airlifted from their night locations ‘to establish
blocking positions in conjunction with the deployment ofA3¢47th Infe
antry, Companies B and C were inserted on LZs in the vicinity of
X5490130 and ¥XS510120 respootively,. and attacked northwest in zone to
establish blocking positions in the vicinity of XS508154 to XS520146, .
E/3-60th Infantry remained at its night location, as the Brigsde's
ready roaction force, and was later employed in. am airmobile role %o
the victnity XS511155, at 1222 hours, to scarch for an alleged VC
cache, In the afternoon, both battalions were extracted from the A0 -

and returned to the MRB, All operations conducted during the day Were .

supported by D troop,. 3=5th Air Cav which accounted -for ten VC KIA,

and the destruction of two sampens during several. sporadlc engagements,.

The two maneouver battalions had no significant contasts, but apprehende
L8 detaineesy 15 of which were classifled as eivil defendants,

[p—

as 1 and 2 June 1968) : - S o e St

(1) On 1 June, the MRB initiated reconnaissance in force opw
crations in SA DEC and DUC TON Districts, VINH LONG Province in ac-
cordanco with OPORD 50-68, Tho operation commcnced with the carly
riverine deployment of thc Brigade clements from BEN TRE to VINH LONG
Province, During the evening of 31 May, the 3=-34th Artillery began
its deployment at 2245 hours to establish FSB CONNIE in the vicinity of
W8917378; the battalion arrive at the FSB at 0730 hours, Following
the departure of the Artillery Battalion both manenver battalions
embarked ATC's and commenced their deployment to the VINH LONG- areoa,.
The 3-47th Infantry (-} departed the MRB at 0134 hours and conducted
assault landings at 0904 hours in the vicinity of WS893314, The 3-60tL
Infantry followed the 3=47th Infantry in its riverine movement, and
conducted assault landings in the vicinity of WS894315 at 0910 hours,
The MRB in the meantime had deployed to an anchorage in the vielnity of
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VINH LONG to suprort the operations. , -

(a) Upon beaching, both maneuver battalions commenced
tactical operations in zone, Tﬁe 3=47th Infantry moving southwest,
then north sweeping towards its northern boundary., A/3=47th Infantry,
moved north to establish a blocking position in the vicinity of WS8913
19, to complement operations of 3=-60th Infantry which was reconning
in force west, and then south toward the 3-47th Infantry, During the
morning, both battalions continued their sweeps without incident,
Several 1intelligence reports, from ARVN Forces emnloyed west of the
Brigade, indicated d ecémpény s1Z& V¢ forte had dispersed into small
groups that were moving south (vicinity WS886332 to W$882327)., It was
not untll the afternoon that elements of the brigade made contact with
the enemy. Initially, contacts were limited to sporadic incidenta of
Sniper eand small arms fire resulting in one U,S, KHA and two WHAs,
The first U.S. casualty occurred at 1200 hours when C/3=47th Infantry
encountered sniper fire in the vicinity of WS986305. At the same
time A/3-U47th was also ongaged with sniper fires, vicinity of WS893317,
which harassecd the unlt so as to impede its advance., After several
attempts to suppress the intermittent sniper fire, the company requeste
ed assistance from a 1light fire team amd flame boat, At 1315 hours,
the flame boat (converted ATC with two M132 flame turrets mounted inits
deck) engaged the suspected VC sniper position, At 1410 hours the
first sergeant, A/3=47th Infantry was killed by sniper fire in the
vicinity of WS893317, Thc company made light cohntact with an estimat-
ed six to ten man force in bunkers, During this engagement onec VC was
kllled by small arms fire, It was now evident that the enemy was
flghting from a series of bunkers in the areca, Once again the flame
boat was employed in support of the company, in addition to "CS™ E-8
launchers, A/3=47th Infantry continued its operation in the area and
was supported by tactlcal airstrikes employed against the bunkers,

C and E 3«47th Infantry continued their sweep encountering sporadic
automatic weapons fire, E/3=47th Infantry was employed in a blocking
position in the vicinity of WS886318, while C/3=47th Infantry back-
loaded on ATCGsand was inserted in the vicinity of WS895314,

{(b) The most intense engagement during the day occurred
when B/3-60th Infantry received:smell arms. end sutomatic weapons fire
from enemy bunkers in the vieinity of WSB93324} the engagement lasted
approximately three and one half hours, The contact developed when
oloments of B/3-60th came under sporadic sniper and rifle greonade fire:
at 1600 hours, resulting in one U,S, KHA and two WHAs, The company
maneuvered against what was thought to be a sniper element, CS
was. employed in support of the company., Company C was employed to
the right flank'of Company B in the vicinity of WS897333, to block
enemy withdrawal and reinforce by fire, Company A moved across the
river to the vicinity of WS897336, and established & blocking position.
By 1645 hours the enemy's sniper fire increased, coupled with automati:
woapons fire, It was then detormined, that B/3-60th Infantry had ene
countered a squad size force or larger in the vieinity of WS893324,
Contact continued until 1941 hours, resulting in six U.S, KHAs, 14
WHAs and one MIA, Enemy loses were 13 VC KIA,

{¢) Both battelions established night defensive position
received resupply, and prepared for the next day's operation, In ad-
dition to the casualties sustained in the early evening fighting,
two U.S. were killed when a sampan {they were using to cross a stream)
overturned; ten others were wounded (six from grenade fragments and
four from gunship fires),

(2) Throughout the night, there was only one reported incider
of cnemy activity. It occurred at 0155 hours when A/3-60th Infa§§ry
was - o el ropadce west of 1ts positions no casualties
result%gﬁgoit gég*rcgﬁébo%h battalions continued offenslve operations,
The 3=-47th Infantry swept east, then northeast to a baockloading site
in:the vicinity of W89533138. The:batiallon Mas~éxtracted at 1554 hour
and returncd to the MBRB, The 3-60th Infantry commenced 1ts operations
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backloading on ATCs at 0715 hours and was reinserted: Company A in the
vicinity of WS949314, Company B in the vicinity of WS952319, and Com=
pany C Iin the vicinlty .of WS953322¢ Upon beaching,the companies. swept
east, then west to extraction sites for riverinc movement to thec MREB.
Movement throughout the A0 was unopposed and without contact, Two
casualtics resultcd from booby traps cncountered by elements of E/3=U47
Infantry, One Navy crowman received minor wounds whcn several rounds
of small arms fire werc received while elemonts of the 3-47th Infantry'
Wwere backloading for extraction, Artillery fires were employed on

Suspected enemy positions andthe extraction continued without further
incident, oo » ,

ry 3 thru 8 June-1968: -

. (1) Completing operations prescribed by OPORD 50-68 the Mobile
Riverine Force shifted anchorage on 3 June from VINH LONG to an area
east of SA DEC, transit time was one hour and 15 minutes., No offensive
operations were initiated during the day,as both maneuver battallons
prepared for future operations, The B-K?th Infantry was employed in
defense of the MRB.and was maintained on a stand by alert status for
commitment, on order, as the 9th Infantry Division's Ready Reaction -
Force. The 3-60th Infantry employed Company E to secure the 3=-34th .
Artillery FSB, During the day, River-Assault Divisions were rotated
Wwithin TF 117, BRiver Assault Division (BAD) 92 releived RAD 91 which
assumed responsibllity for MRB dofense, BRAD 111 continued 1ts mlssion
of supporting the 3=-47th Infantry, and BAD 92 assumed the mission.of
supporting the 3=-60th Infantry. - ‘ y '

.(2) On 5 June, the Brigade was employed in KIEN PHUOC, Prove
ince, implementing OPORD 51.68, The operation was initlated in co-
ordination and cooperation with 9th ARVN Division clements Yo locate
and destroy the 502A and 502B VC Battalions, and other enemy elemonts
in CAO LANH, KIEN VAN Distrioct, The 44th Special Zone conducted. sup-
porting operations,employing the 2-16th Infantry and 41st ARVN Ranger
Battalions The concept of opsration was to employ the 3-60th Infantry
in beach assaults in A0 CALHOUN to subsequently conduct sagle. floats .
west and north along the RACH Call LO; and the 3-47th Infantry in river-
ine and airmobile assaults to conduct reconnalssance=in-force operatiar
southwest to RACH CAN LO, The 2-16th Infantry and.l4list ARVN Ranger
Battalion would swecp and subscquently establish blocking positions in.
AOs ADAIR and CALHOUN respsctively., - - T

(a) The operation commenced at 0235 hours with the 3=34th
Artillery deploying Prom the MRBS anchorage near SA DEC to oafablish
FSB MIDWAY at WS??ESOZ on the TIEN GIANG River, approximately 10 kilo-
meters southeast to GAO LANH City, The battalion completed. 1ts trane-
81t at 0530 hours and was LRF within twenty minutes, Shortly thore-
after,. the 3=-47th Infantry made beach assaults cast of the FSB, in the
vicinity of WS782396, where it cstablishced PZ ALBERT and preparcd for
airmobile operations, At 0745 hours, thc Brigade and 9th ARVN elements
initiated a coordinated attack, DBlocking positions werec established
in the vieinity of WS728567 and WS725593 by the 41st Ranger Battalion
and 2-16th ARVN Battalion respecctively at approximately 0800 hours. At
the same time, the 3=60th Infantry cagle floated throughout the A0.on
the RaCH CAM LO, and the 3-47th Infantry employed B end C. Companics in
an airmobile assault to LZ ALPHA in the vicinity WS778577, Both bat-
talions continued their opcrations without inoidents, and at 1000 hours
B and C 3-47th Infantry worc employed at LZ BR4VO in the vieinity of
W8773558, Several reports and sightingsof VC movement were made, Tho
local civilians in the 3=-47th Infantry zone of operation reported that
50 VC were scen ecarlier moving northeast in.the vicinity ¢f WS778577,.
The 2-16th ARVN Battalion reported a brief engegement with 30 VO
moving south in the vicinity of WS735494, C/7-1st Air Cav conducted
aerlal reconnaissance of the arcas of opcrations, and frequently de-
Ploycd to arcas of rcported sightings, ItBonly engagement occurred
at 0750 hours 1in the vicinity of WS749558; when .two ¥C were engaged,
Although the cnemy avoided contact with the Brigede mancuver elements,.
his newly constructed bunkcrs located throughout the 40s were destroyec
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The operation continued until 1700 hours; at which time, the 3-47th
and 3-60th Infantry Battalions were extracted and returncd to the:MBB
for subsequent employment in the RaCH RUONG areca, northeast of Sa DEC.

(b) Operations on 6 June were limited in scope as the
Brigade maintained 1ts two infantry battalions in & RRF posture for
ARVN elements operating in the Uhth Special Tactical Zone, The dis-
placement of the MRB was deceptive as it deployed from the vicinity of
W57251 to a SA DEC ancliorage in the vicinity of WS9338, The 3=34th
Artillery departed FSB MIDWAY and deployed to vicinity of WS825405;
afterwhich the. 3-47th and 3-60th Infantry departed .the SA DEC anchorage
and were inserted into AOs BRAVO (vieinity WS825405) and ALPHA (vicinity:
of WSB820420) respectively to conduct limited sweep operations and pre-
pared for commltments as RRF, The 3-47th Infantry employed A, B and
E Companies to assault GREEN Beaches in the vicinity of WS902&38, and
to attack north in zone, B/3-47th Infantry apprehendecd two detainees
and destroyed large bunkers, in addition to locating a VC hospital
with a 35 bed capacity in the vicinity of S907459. A/3-47th Infantry
located a VC grave yard with 74 graves ih the vicinity of WS898458,
No other significant finds werc made by the battalion during its oper-
ation. The 3-60th Infantry continued its eagle float operations north
in zone, after beaching in the vicinity of 11S9243, The battalion mede
multiple inscrtions from the vicinity of WS918423 to WS934169 without
incldents, During the day, the 3-60th Infantry epprehended several
detaineces, located two base camps, and succeeded in acocounting for
tWwo VC KIAs; C/3-60th Infantry engaged the two VC in the vicinity of
W8918438 and captured one AXK-47 and one M1 rifle, As of 1930 hours,
no sigmificant contacts were encountered, and the two battalions estab-
lished night defensive positions to interdict possible VC locations,

(4) Throughout the night no contacts or engagements occurred,
and at 0500 hours 8 June, thc battalions continued offensive operations,
‘The 3=-60th Infantry embarked ATCs, derployed to the viecinity of WS9624
58 where ‘it conductcd beach assaults, The battalion attacked south-
west along the BACH AP TUAT., The 3-47th Infantry moved to & PZ in the
vieinity of 1ts night defensive positions, and employed A, B and E
Companies in airmobile assaults to the viecinity of WS908417, WS931430,
and WS9LUBUOB respectivelyj the battalion attacked east along the BACH
CAI COI. Three Reglonal Force companies of the.CIAQ DUC District were
employed in blocking positions to complement the Brigade's operation,
While reconning-in~force, C/3-60th Infantry oncountered a booby trap
rigged with a 105mm round in the vicinity of WS961457; four U,S, WHA,
one Tiger Scout WHA and one Tiger Scout KHA resulted from its detona-
tion. The booby trap incident occurred at 0648 hours, approximately
30 minutes after the company beached, Shortly therafter, E/3-60th
Infantry sustained three U,S, WHA from a booby trap in the vicinity of
WS9u49437, Elements of the 3-47th Infantry also encountered booby traps
during their sweep. E/3=-47th Infantry sustained two U.S. WHA at 1025
hours in the vicinity of WS928407, and another U,S. WHA two hours
later in the vicinity of WS9uLLl7, At 1210 hours the Brigade was
tasked to deploy to Dong Tam and employ one battalion to defend the
base, The 3=47th Infantry and 3-60th Infantry terminated their oper-
ations, embarked ATCs and returned to the MBB. The MBF subsequently de-
parted the SA DEC anchorage at 1430 hours, and arrived at Dong Tam,
vlosing at 1843 hours. The 3-60th Infantry was released,OPCON to the
1st Brigede, 9th Infantry Division, and was tasked to secure FSPBs
along Highway 4, north of Dong Tam, The 3=47th Infantry romained in
a RRF posturec,

s, 10 and 11 June 1968

1} operation TRUONG CONG DINH continued on 10 June, with the
MRF 1n1tia%ingpreconnaissance-in—force operations in GIONG TROM Diste
rict and TRUC GIANG District, KIEN HOA Province, to locate and destroy
the 516th VC Battallon, 570 DCU end other enemy farces within theé AOQ,
The operation commenced 092305 June in accordance with OPORD 51-‘8 o
and the early deployment of B/3-34th Artillery from Dong Tam to esta
1ish  temporary FSB TUCSON in the vicinity of XS6339. The battery
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completed lts transit without incident, and was laid ready to fire
(LTF) at 0320 hours, in support of the Brigade's subsequent deployment,
. C/3=34th Artillery was the first MRF unit to deploy to the AO. Escorte
ed by Naval assault support boats, the battery conducted a night tran-
sit through the KINH GIAO HOA Canal to FSB FLAGSTAFF in the vicinity

of X&559308, The battery was LRF at 0600 hours, B/3=34th Artillery
redeployed to FSB FLAGSTAFF, following the infantry battalions,

< (a) The two infantry battalions embarked ATCs at 0400
hours, and commenced their riverine deployment to the A0, escorted by
assault support patrol boats, At 0625 hours the river assault boats
Irecclved fire from both banks in the vicinity of XS581347, One monitor
and one ATC were hit.resulting -in nine Navy and one Army WHA, The
enemy's flre was suppressed by & heavy volume of boat fire, and the
riverine movement continued, . B/3-34th Artillery also encountered en=
emy fire during its move from FSB TUCSON to FSB FLAGSTAFF at 0750 hours
Imthe vicinity of XS5631, The enemy fire was qulckly suppressed as
the cannoncers employed@ "Beehive" and HE in direct fire on known and
suspected enomy positions; one artilleryman was wounded, The battery
procecded to FSB FLAGSTAFF, closing at 0820 hours, The infantry bate
alions continucd their movement south along the KINH GIAO HOA toward
thc beaching sites without, further incident, Troop B/7=lst Air Cave
alry was employcd to provide aerial reconnaissance, and a light fire
team from TF 116 provided aerial escort for the riverine columnm until
it arrived at the beaching sites, The 3-60th Infantry proceded the
3-47th Infantry (-) during the deployment., At 0832 hours eloments of
~the 3-47th Infantry beached, cmploying B and E Companies in the vicinity
of XS604246 while Company A remained embarked as the battalion's RRF,
All boach assaults were without incident and unopposed, Elements of -
the 3-60th Infantry began thelr beach assaults at 0850 hours employ=-
ing Company A in the vicinity of XS610252, Company E in the vicinity
of XS613250, and Company B in the vicinity of XS611250, C/3=60th
Infantry deployed with the 3-34th Artillery and provided FSH security
throughout the operation, Upon beaching, both battalions conducted
roconnalssanco in force oporations northwest in zone, River asgsault
craft inltially remained in the vicinity of the beach sites and ade
vanced parallel and abreast with the infantry elements, The 3-60th
Infantry reconned the southern banks of the river, ZEach battallion

made a methodical search of its area, The 3-60th Infantry elements
located and destroyed 25 enemy bunkers, apprehended 17 detainees, and
found. one CHICOM carbine and two VC uniforms. Elements of the 3~A7th
located and destroyed 50 enemy bunkers, located a small supply/munition
cache, and apprehended- two ‘detalnees, Neither battalion had enemy
contact, Naval support elements, in another engagement at 1210 hours,
killed four VC in the vicinity of XS576334, .

(b) Elements of Ben Tre Section, operating south of Ben
Tre City, reported light contact with a VC force, The 3-~34th Artiller;
provided general support fires to the ARVN unit in contact, Artillery
was also employed in. the western portion of the Brigade's AO (vicinity
XS5130, south of Ben Tre) to support contacts developed by B/7=lst
Air Cav, which deployed to the area to engage the enemy as he withdrew
into the Brigadet®s AO, The cav troop accounted .for six VC KIA in the
vicinity of XS534287, and three VC KIA in the vicinity of Xsk62378,
At 1425 hours the air cav troop engaged 25 enemy Wearing black pajamas.
The engagement continued until 1700 hours resulting in 11 VC KIA,
The enemy was withdrawing south and southeast from Ben Tre into the
Brigade's A0, The Ailr Cav troop made an assessment of the - target
area where artillery fires were employed south of Ben Tre, Thirty
bunkers were destroyed; the majority of which showed evidence that the
occupants were injured or wounded, :Blood was smeared throughout the
bunkers although no bodies were .found; .

(c) It was indicative that the enemy was withdrawing
south and southeast of Ben Tre into the Brigade's A0, At 1400 hours
the Brigade Commander deolded ‘to oxploit the situation and ordered
both maneuver battalions.to backload on ATCs, move to and beach in the
vicinity of XS5427 and XS5527, The battalions concluded their oper-
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completed its transit without incident, and was laid ready to fire
(LTF) at 0320 hours,.jn Suppert of the Brigade's subsequent deployment,
C/3=34th Artillery was the first MRF unit to deploy to the A0, Escort-
- ed by Naval assault support boats, the battery conducted a night tran-
81t through the XINH GIAO HOA Canal to FSB FLAGSTAFF in the vicinity
of I8555308, The battery was LRF at 0600 hours, B/3=34th Artillery
redeployed to FSB FLAGSTAFF, following the infantry battalions,

- (8) The two infantry bettallions embarked ATCs at 0400
hours, and commenced their riverine deployment to the A0, escorted by
éssault support patrol boats, At 0625 hours the river assault boats
recelved fire from both banks in the vicinity of XS58134%, One monitor
and one ATC.-were hit resulting in nine Navy and one Army WHA, The
enemy's. fire was suppressed by a heavy volume of boat fire, and the
riverine movement continued, B/3-34th Artillery also encountered on=
emy fire during its move from FSB TUCSON to FSB FLAGSTAFF at 0750 hours
lmthe vicinity of XS5631., The enemy fire was quickly suppresscd as .
the cannoneers employed "Bechive¥ and HE in direct fire on known and
suspoctod onomy positions; one artilleryman was wounded, The battery
proceodod to FSB FLAGSTAFF, closing at 0820 hours, The infantry bat-
alions continucd thelr movement south along the KINE GIAO HOA' toward
the beaching sites without further incident. Troop B/7-1st Ailr Cave
alry was employed to provide acrial reconnaissance, and 2 light fire
team from TF 116 provided aerial escort for the riverine column until
1t arrived at tho-beaching sites, The 3-60th Infantry proceded the
3<47th Infantry (<) during the devloyment, At 0832 hours elements of
the 3-47th Infantry beached, employing B and E Companies in the vieinity
of X5604246 whilé¢ Company A remaincd embarked as the battalion?s RRF,
All bedch -assaults were without incident and unopposed, Elements of
the 3-60th Infantry begen thicir” beach assaults at 0850 hours employ-
ing Company- A in the vicinity of XS5610252, Compeny E in the vicinity’
of X5613250, and Company B in the vicinity of XS611250, C/3=60th
Infantry deployed with the. 3=34th Artillery and provided FSB seourity
throughout the operation, Upon beaching, both battalions oconducted
roconnalssance in foroe oporations northwest 'in zone, River assault
craft initially remained in the vicinity of the beach sites and ad-
vanced parallel and abreast with the infantry elements, The 3-60th
Infantry reconned the southern banks of the river, Each battalion
nade a methodical search of its area, The 3-60th Infantry elements
located and destroyed 25 ‘enemy bunkers, apprehended 17 detainees, and
found one CHICOM carbine and two VC uniforms, Elements of the 3~47th
located and destroyed 50 enemy bunkers, located a small supply/munition
cacho, and apprehended two dotainees, Nelther battalion had ensmy -
contact, Naval support elements; in another engagement at 1210 -hours,
killed four VC in the vicinity of XS576334, - - R )

(b) Elements of Ben Tre Section, operating south of Ben
Tre City, reported light contact with & VC force, The 3=34th Artillery
provided general support fires to the ARVN unit in contact, :‘Artillery
was also employed in the western portion of the Brigade's A0 (vieinity
X85130, south of Ben Tre) to support contacts devéloped by B/7=1st
Alr Cav, which deployed to the areca to engage the enemy as he withdreow
into the Brigade's AO, The cav troop accounted for six VC KIA in the
vicinity of XS534287, and three VC KIA in the: vicinity of XsS462378,
At-1425 hours the ailr cav troop engaged 25 encmy ‘Wearing black pajemas,
The engagement continued until 1700 hours resulting in 11 VC KIA,
The enemy was withdrawing south and southeast from Ben Tre into the
Brigade's AO, The Alr Cav troop made an assessment of the target
area where artillery fires were employed south of Ben Tre, Thirty
bunkers were destroyed; the majority of which showed evidence that the
occupants were injured or wounded, Blood was sdmeared.throughout the
bunkers although no bodies were found, : -

, (¢} It was indicative that the enemy was withdrawing
south and southeast of Ben Tre into the Brigede's AQ, At 1400 hours
the Brigade Commander decided to exploit the situation and ordered
both maneuver battalions to backload on ATCs, move to and beach in the
vieinity of XS5427 and X85527., The battalions concluded thelr oper=-
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ations and moved to backloading sites, The 3=-60th Infantry embarked
ATCs at 1500 hours in the vicinity of %S598253 and proceeded up the
Ben Tre BRiver, At 1530 hours the battalion's riverine column was ame
bushed in tho vicinity of XS574291, Enemy fires consisting of small
arms, automatioc weapons and rockets were eomployed ageinst the Naval
esgort and troop laden craft from the southern bank of the river, Withe
in ten minutes, gunships were raking the arca with machine gun and
rocket fire, reinforcing the assault support boat fires, Following
the gunships, artillery fires were employed throughout the area, The
enepy fire was suppressed as the riverine column continued, entering
the objective area to beach A and E Companies in the vicinity of XS54
6278, and B Company in the vicinity of XS547288 at 1550 hours. The
3=47th Infantry, in the meantime, had moved in the vicinity of XS599
261 and started backloading on ATCS to move to the objective areca,

The battalion completed the twansit at 1655 hours without incident and
beached in the vicinity of XS560290, 'Elements of both battaliorssear-
ched their areas and moved to establish defensive/blocking positions,
By 2030 hours the battalions worc ostablished as follows: 3=l?7th Inf-
antry in' the vicinlty of XS548267 and 3-60th Infantry'with Company A
im the vicinity of XS547277, Company B in the vicinity of XS545282 and
Company E in the vieinity of XS5 7279, . - .

- (d) Throughout:-the day,- theenemy avoided contact with
the infantry battalions, and concentrated on ambushing the assault
support. boats, He suscceeded in taking the initiative in his ambush:
attempts; however his initiative was not gnough to infliect any considerw
able damage. TWenty enemy were killed by Naval oraft during the am-.
bushea, In one engagement sixteen were killed when- three sampans.engaed.
agsault support boats.of River Division 111, Tho engagement ocourred:
Just bofore sunset (1830 hours) when one of the three sampans, in the
vicinity of XS576334, crossing in front of the assault boat column
engaged the Naval boats with small arms and automatic weapons, GConm
sequently, the three sampans were sunk and 16 VC KIA (BC) resulted;
one Navy man was wounded in the engagemont, Tho remalnder of enomy
KIAs for the day's operation were crecdited to the Air Cav troopj which
accounted for 22 VC KIA, 47 sampans and 22 structures destroysd, Two.
additional VC were killed as a result of airstrikes employed, to ex-

ploit contact developed by the Alr Cav,

.- (2) During the night of 10 June, no significant contacts de=
veloped as the infantry battalions awaited the enemy to continuc ex-
filtration4grom the Ben Tre arecaj ambush patrols were -employed by
both batte&lions, As exhibited throughout the day, the enemy avoided
physical. engagementsy however he endeavored to harass elements of the
3=-47th Infantry with several mortar attacks., The first mortar attack
occurred during the early morning hours, at 0336 hours and tho last
attack occurred at 0510 -hours; no casualties resulted, At 0730 hours
the ‘Brigade continued-1ts offensive operations northwest in zone, The
3=47th Infantry attacked toward the.vicinity-of XS572299, while the
3-60th Infantry attacked northwest to the vielnity of XS5551301, The
only engagement during;the,daif636ﬁ§ﬁéafs;6r,lyéaftsr 1030 hours when
B/3-47th Infantry reported firing and movement to their rear; a stgy=-
behind patrol was employed which later killed one VC, Three soldlers-
were wounded when the company waB engaged by one M«79 round, Elements
of the 3-60th Infantry apprehcnded ten detalneces and obtained one REQL

g during thelr swoep, Six casualtiecs resulted when olements of the

battallion encountored Wooby traps whille sweepling. Later in the aftors
noon both battalions embarked ATCS -and deployed to the MBB which had
relocated to Dong Tem., Results of tho two day operation were 45 VC
KIA, ono POW, onc HOIWBANH 2and one chicom rifle, Twelve bunkers,

Sk saempans and 37 structures were destroyed,. Several small quantities
of ammunition and supplics were also captured, The Brigade and Tesk .
Force 117 sustalned ten USA WHA and teon USN WBA, | o

t. 13 June 1968

Operations continuted on 13 June, with the conduct of airmobile
and waterborne insertions in BINH Dal, TRUC GI4NG and GIONG THOM Diste
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completed its transit without incident, and was lald ready to fire
(LTF) at 0320 hours,.in suppert of the Brigade's subsequent deployment,
C/3=34th Artillery was the first MBF unit to deploy to the AO. Escort-
- ed by Naval assault support boats, the battery conducted & night tran-
81t through the KINH GIAO HOA Canal to FSB FLAGSTAFF in the vicinity
of X&555308, The battery was LRF at 0600 hours,  B/3=-34th Artillery
redeployed to FSB FLAGSTAFF, following the infantry battalions,

- (&) The two infantry battalions embarked ATCs at 0400
hours, and commenced their riverine deployment to the AQ, escorted by
assault support patrol boats, At 0625 hours the river assault boats
recclved fire from both banks in the vicinity of XS581347, One monitor
and one ATC -were hit resulting in ninc Navy and one Army WHA, The
enemy's. fire was suppressed by a heavy volume of boat fire,. and the
riverine movement continued, B/3=34th Artillery also encountered en=
emy fire during its move from FSB TUCSON to FSB: FLAGSTAFF at 0750 hours
inthe vieinity of XS5631, Theo enemy fire was quickly guppressed as-
the cannopcers employed WBoehive" and HE in direct firo on known and
Suspectod enomy positions;y one artilleryman was wounded, The battery
procecded to FSB FLAGSTAFF, closing at 0820 hours, The infantry bate-
allons continucd thelr movement south along the KINH GIAO HOA toward
the beaching sites without further incident, Troop B/7-1st Air Cave
alry was cmployed to provide acrial reconnaissancc, and a light fire
team from TF 116 provided aerial escort for the riverine column until
it arrived at the -beaching sites., The 3=60th Infantry prececded the
3«47th Infantry (<) during the deployment, At 0832 hours elements of
the 3-47th Infantry beached, employing B and E Companies in the vicinity
of XS604246 whilé Company A remained embarked as the battalion®s RRF,
A1l bedch -assaults were without incident and unopposed, Elements of
the 3-60th Infantry began their” beach assaults at 0850 hours employ-
ing Company A 'in the vicinity of XS610252, Compeny E in the vicinity
of XS613250, and Company B in the vicinity of XS611250, .C/3-60th
Infentry deployed with the 3-34th Artillery and provided FSH seourity
throughout the operation, Upon beaching, -‘both battalions conducted
roconnalssance in force operations northwest 'in zone, River assault
craft initielly remained in the vicinity of the beach sites and ad-
vancedparallel and abreast with the infantry elements., The 3-60th
Infantry reconned the southern banks of the river, Each battalion
made a methodical search of its area, The 3-60th Infantry elements
located and destroyed 25 ‘enemy bunkers, apprehended 17 detainees, and
found one CHICOM carbine and two VC uniforms, Elements of the 3~l7th
located and .destroyed 50 enemy bunkers, located a small supply/munition
cache, and apprehended two detainees, Neither battalion had enemy -
contact, Naval support elements; in another engagement at’ 1210 -hours,
killed four VC in the vicinity of XS8576334, - A

(b) Elcments of Ben Tre Section, operating south of Ben
Tre City, reported light contact with a VC force, The 3=34th Artillery
provided general supbort fires to the ARVN unit in contact, Artillery
was also emplayed in the western portion of the Brigadels AO (vicinity
X55130, south of Ben Tre) to support contacts developed by B/7«-1st
Alr Cav, which deployed to the area to engage the cnemy as he withdrew
into the Brigade's A0, The cav troop accounted for six VC KIA in the
vicinity of XS534287, and three VC XIA in the: vicinity of XSL62378,
At-1425 hours the alr cav troop engaged 25 enemy ‘Wwearing black pajames,
The engagement continued until 1700 hours resulting in 11 VC KIA,
The enemy was withdrawing south and southeast from Ben Tre into the
Brigade's AO, The Air Cav troop made an assessment of the target ..
area where artillery fires were employed south .of Ben Tre, Thirty
bunkers were destroyed; the majority of which showed evidence that the
occupants were injured or wounded, Blood was gmeared. throughout the
bunkers although no bodies were found, ‘ ‘

. (¢) It was indicative that the enemy was withdrawing
south and southeast of Ben Tre into the Brigade's A0, At 1400 hours
the Brigade Commander deoided to exploit the situation and ordered
both manSuver battalions to backload on ATCs, move to and beach in the
vicinity of XS5427 and X35527, - The battalions concluded their operw
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rict, KIEN HOA Province. The 3-47th Infantry and 3-60th Infantry were
employed conducting recon-in-force operations to locate, and destroy

elements of the 516th MF Battelion, 560th DCU and local guerrillas
Within the zone of operations,

(1) The concept of operation in accordance to OPORD 52-68,
included a deceptive scheme of maneuver to obtain the olement of Sure
prise when introducing ground forces into the intended AO0, The deoow
eptive scheme involved establishing FSB OK CORRAL in the vieinity of
X5630393, and deploying & Riverine Armored Reconnsissance Element up
the CHO GAO Canal to the vicinity of XS605445 where a MEDCAP/DENTCAP
Would be conducted, The battery of artillery employed at FSB OX CORB-
RAL was establish (oriented north) to give the impression that the
Brigade's operation would be conducted north of the SONG CUA TIEU, At
the same time, the battery was capable of providing fire support to
the riverine column entering the XINH GIAO HOA and SONG BA LAI, inm-
plementing the actual tactical socheme of maneuver, to beaching sites
south of the SONG BA LAI. Launching of assault craft and reposition-
ing of the Mobile Riverine Base also supported the deception plan,

(2) The MBF initiated the deception plan at 0315 hours when
B/3-3hth Artillery deployed to FSB OK CORRAL, followed by C Battery
and A/3-60th Infantry, The artillery battalion (=) arrived at FSB
OK CORRAL at 0700 hoursjy B Battery was laid ready to fire (LRF) at
0725 hours, At that time, C/3=34th Artillery and A/3=-60th Infantry .
proceeded to FSB BADWATER in the vicinity of XS8675360, and arrived at
0815 hours, The battery was LRF at 0830 hours., The two infantry bat-
talions (-) departed the MRB at 0700 hours, with the 3=-47th Infantry
(=) precedipg - 3-60th Infantry {-), B/3=-47th Infantry deployed to a
PZ in the vicinlty of FSB OK COBRAL and prepared for subscgquent aire
moblle assaults into the A0, Both infantry battalions entered the
obleetive area and conducted beach assaults without incident. The
3-60th Infentry was inserted in the vicinity of RED #1, and east there-

of (vicinity 648305), in the order of C, B and E Companies, The 3=47th
Infantry (-) proceeded past the RED beaches, and at 1035 hours inserted
A and C Companies on GREEN Beaches 1 and 2 in the_vicinity of XS698276,
All beach assaults Were unopposed-and without incident, Upon completin
of the beach assaults, the 3-60th Infantry swept south east in zone,
while A and C/3=47th Infantry swept northwest, A% 1058 hours, B/3-47th
Infantry®s first element was airlifted into the AQO, landing in the vic-
intty of XS683263, ' The ontire company was introduced in the arca by
1110 hours, and moved toward the vieinity of X8658281, The two bat-
talions maneuvered in zone seeking out the enemy; however, no contaoct
or engagements were made throughout the day, Several houses in the
vicinity of XS679275 were reported, by A/3=-47th Infantry, to have been
booby trapped with chicom grenades on their doors, C/3—b7th Infantry
found a 15 pound chicom mine and 4800 rounds of small arms emmunition
in the vieinity of XS687272, B/3-47th Infantry made no significant
finds, but apprehended 15 dctainees, ZElements of the 3-60th Infantry
located a 30 bed hospital and medieal supplies im the vicinity of
XS642098, The battalion also apprehended nine detailnees, At 1730 hrs:
the Brigado began extraction of the maneuver battalions for deployrent
to Dong Tam. A new mission was received that required the MRF to deo-
loy to CAN THO. Extroction was completed without incident, and at
§000 hours the battalions closed the MRB which had relocated to Dong
am, . .

u, 17 thru 21 June 1968,

(1) Completing operations prescribed by OPORD 52-6§, the Mo~
Wtle Riverine Force shifted anchorage on 16 June from DONG TAM to
CAN THO, The translt was completed in twelve and three-quarters hours,
during which the embarked infantry battalions prepared for the for-
coming operations, At 170001 June, the 2nd Brigade was placed under
the operatiopal control of the Senior Advisor, IV CIZ, On 17 June
IV Corps amssets, to include the MBF, were empleyed in PHONG DINH
Provinece to exploit and assess B52 airstrikes against the 303rd and
309th MF Battalions, and the TAY DO LF Battalions, The Mobile River-
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ine Force was tasked to conduct airmobile, riverine, and reconnalssance
in force operations in CAI HANG, TRA ON, and PHUNG.HIEP Districts, to
locate and destroy the 303rd MF Battalion, 301st MF Battalion and other
elements in zone, To accomplish that mission, the Brigade employed the
3=47th Infantry by riverine movement to assault GREEN Beaches, in the
vieinity of WS812014, to sweep southeast in zone, and the 3-60th In-
fantry (-) by riverine movement to assault RED Beaches, in the vicinity
of WS8905975, to sweep northwest in zone, ' Troop A/7=1st Air Cav and the

3-60th Infantry (-) would sweep and exploit the B52 strike area within
the. A0. . ~ | v

(a) The MRF commenced its operation at 0325 hours in
accordance to OPORD $3.68, with the 3=34th Artillery (-) deploying from
the vicinity of WS86034 to FSB GULCN in the vicinity of W8950005, Bat-
erles B and C arrived at FSB GULCH at 0525 hours, and were LRF within
30 minutes, A/3-34th Artillery supported the operation from WS846070,
The 3-47th Infantry departed the MRB at, 0400 hours, and deployed by
riverine movement into the A0, At 0614 hours the battalion employed
Company A in the vieipity of WS810016, Company B in the vicinity of
WS 810015, Company C in the vicinity of WS810014, and Company E in the
vicinity of WS811019, Upon beaching unopposed, thc battalion reconned
in force, The 3~60th Infantry departed, the MRB at 0540 hours, and
proceeded to RED Beaches, The battalion employed Company A in the vic-
inity of WR910978, Company B in the vicinity of WR904975, and Company
E in the vicinity of WR905975, The battalion then proceeded to sweep
northwest in zone, -A/7«1s5t Air Cav -commenced its aerlal rcconnalssance
of the B52 strike at 0700 hours, Enemy forces subsequently encountered
by A/7-1st Air Cav were detected by the Man Pack Deteotor/E63, commonly
known as the "People Sniffer", The "People Sniffer"™ missions were
flown, by the Brigadet!s chomical sectlion, in conjunoction with the Alr
Cav aerial reconnajlssance, When high readings were obtalned, gunships
rQSponﬁgd‘and‘made a through reconnalssance of the area, When fired
upon, the gunships took evasive action and engaged tho enemy, A/7=1st
Alr Cav killed eight VC in the vicinity of WR895961 at 0800 hours. Ten
minutes latery the troop reported soven more VC KIA in the same aroa
after briefly exchangine fire with the e¢nemy. A, Seven weapons were ob=-
sorved laying in the arca of contact. The alr cav troop continued its
intensified reconnslssance throughout the area and subsequent engage-
nents resulted in three VC KIA in the vicinity, of WR890978, seven VC
%%ggigéthe“vicinity of WR8B70954 and three VC KIA in the vicinity of

0 0'." : ‘ ' B ’ . ' ' .

. (b) The Brigade commander ordered the 3«60th Infantry to
move to the area of Alr Cav engagemecnts and establish contaot with the
enemy 1f possible, The 3=60th Infantry commcnced its sweep of the area
at 1100 hours, finding eitht VC KIA, four AK-47, two M1 carbines, and
one wounded female VC,. - A/3=60th Infantry found a sampan containing
another female VC, who was unconcious, in addition to six AK-47 mag- .
azines and six chicom grenades, Companies A and B were briefly engaged
with small arms:fire while searching the area; no casualtles resulted.
and the battallon continued its search of the area, The Air Cav troop
continued its aerlal reconnaissance, engaging VC fleeing throughout the
areai. as of 1745 hours, the troop accounted for 33 VC KIAs, . Elements
of the 3-47th Infantry conducted their operations without incident,

The battalion maneuvered toward the 3-60th Infantry elements and €S-
tablished night defensive positions in the vicinity of WR846976 and
WRB72982, Theo 3-60th Infantry established its night defensive positiors
in the vicinity of WR871941, Throughout the day a total of seven air-
strikes werc employed resulting in seven bunkers and ‘31 structures
destroyed, nire bunkers and 32 structures were damaged, The MRF oper=

ation had thut ylelded 33 VC KIA, scven 'individusl weapons, two POWS -
and one CD, o | . A , .

(2) On 18 June, “operations continued with the’ 3=-47th Infantry
conducting airmobile operations from its night positions, E/3-i7th
Infentry was alrlifted to.-an LZ in thé vicinity of WR0836 and attacked
northeast.cstablishing contact with an e¢stimated V¢ squad in the vice
inity of WR9O49LO., As the contact increased, A/3=47th Infantry was

£
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8irlifted at 1358 hours to the vicinity of WR90L930, to reinforce Come
pany E which was now ongeging & VC platoon, Companies B and C-weore
Ssubsequently introduced into the area of contact to attack a V@ bunker
complex from which heavy volumes of firc were suploycd., During
the battelion's engagement, seven U.S, WHA and two MIAs resulted from
small arms fire, Enemy loses were 20 VC KIA; the majority of which
were by gunships, A/7-1st Air Cav supported the ground forces and
acocounted for 17 VC KIA, During one engagement, an air observer was
Wounded when an LOH reccived ground fire from a bunker in the vicinity
of WR904940, Three sirstrikes were also employed in support of the
3-47th Infantry which continued its contact until 2200 hours. The bate
talion established night defonsive positions and employed ambushes,

The 3-60th Infantry swept northeast from its night posi-
tions during the day, Earlicr, at 0050 hours, A/3=60th Infantry en-
gaged and killed three VC in a sampan moving in the vicinity of WR8489
?4. E/3-60th Infantry was airlifted to vicinity of WRB4997L at 0815
hours; while companies A and B moved northeast., A/3-60th Infantry
sustained one U.8, WHA in the vicinlty of WS905887 by booby trap. The
battalion moved to backloading sites, embarked ATCs and rcturned to
the MBRB at 1745 hourse - - . = .~ - - °

. N RN
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(3) 19 June 1968:

(2) The 3-47th Infentry swept the area of the previous
days contact, Eleoments of the battalion located one U,S, KHA, two VC
KIA, one carbine, and four chicom grenades, After completing its
swoep of the arca Companies A and E were airlifted to the viecinity of
W8700000 and attacked north, C/3=47th Infantry was later airlifted to
the vicinity of WS8869001, After conducting sweep operations the bate
talion was extracted and returned to the MRHEH,

o (b) The 3-60th Infantry departcd the MRB and made beach
landing assaults in the vicinity of WS719038; the battalion then attac!
ed south in zone, One VC was engaged and killed by B/3=-60th Infantry
at 1105 hours in the vicinity of ¥WS?713025, Another VC KIA, from an
earlier airstrike, was also found 1n the vicinity of WS714025, B
Company. sustained two U,S, WHA from a booby trap while searching the
area, A/3-60th Infantry established contact with a squad size foroe
at 1520 hours in the vicinity of WS698225, During the engegement the
company killed five VC, while sustaining two U,S, KHA and two U.S, WHA
No other significant contacts were encountered during the day, and at
2030 hours the battalion established night defensive positions,

{¢) The 3-34th Artillery denloyed from FSB GULCH to
support the eperation from a new FSB(LONGHORN)located in the vielnit;
of WS790045, The battalion (~) deployed earlier during the day and
wag LRF at FSB LONGHORN at 0715 hours; At 1515.hours a LCM-8 resupply
boat of the 3=-34th Artillery wésfémbnégeﬁxap§¢@&¢ with rocket fire,
One U.S, XHA and ten WHA résulted, In addition to three -  WHA of the
1098th Boat Compeny., During the days operation enemy loses were nine
VC XIA, one POW, and two weapons captured in addition to several gren-
;des, documents, and medical supplies, Four U.S, were KHA and 19 were

H—A . '

() 20 June 1968

() The 3=47th Infantry départed the MRB at 0645 hours
to assault GREEN Beaches in the vicinity of WS?708106. The battalion
Beached unopposed at 1015 hours and attacked southwest in zone, No
*significant contact developed throughout the day and at 1600 hours, ¢
Ccmgggg was airlifted to the vicinity of WS70208 from whence it swept
to N Beach #1 in the vicinity of WS717070 to be extracted. B/3-L7t
Infantry was airlifted to thc vieinity of WS660098 at 1645 hours and
became OPCON to 3-60th Infantry. The 3-47th Infantry (-) comploted
1ts extraction to the MRB at 2100 hours.,
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(b) The 3-60th Infantry rcmained in the A0 the night. of
19 June, employing ambush patrols, At 0155 hours, an ambush patrol
of Company E engaged and killed four VC in a sampan in the vicinity of
W57130303 one AK-50, two US M1, two SKS rifles and one chicom carbine
werc captured, Upon roturning to its ambush position, the¢ ambush .
patrol engaged anothcr sampan, at 0215 hoursy moving near its positioms
Tour VC KIA and onc VC WIA (female) resulted, in addition to one pound
‘of documénts, two.chicom grecnades, two M=16 and five AK-47 magazinos °
being capturcd, The battalion spent the remainder of the morning with-
out further incident, After night kits werec extracted, the battalion
was airlifted into & new A0 and landdin the vicinity of WS677056,
8658055 and WS661099, The airlift was completed at 1205 hours, after-
which the battalion attacked southeast in zone, - No significent contacts
were encountered throughout the remainder of. the day; however, eight
U.5, WHA resulted from boobytrap incidents, Company C sustained the
casualtics while escorting B/3-34th Artillery in the viecinity of WS?79
0046 at 1950 hours, The battalion established night defensive positins
in the vicinity of W8680070 at 1930 hours., ' .

(¢} The 3-34th Artillery supported ground forces from FSE
SAGE BRUSH in the vicinity of WS736045, C/3=34th Artillery departed
¥SB LONGHORN at 0310 hours and arrived-at- the“new FSB at 0740 hours,
B/3=34th Artillery followed Battery C at 1020 hours, and arrived at FSB
SAGE BRUSH at 1110 hours, A/3-34th Artillery relocated to the vicinity
of WB83590, arriving at 1340 hours, As B/3-34th Artillery was redeploy
ing to the MRB from FSPB SAGE BRUSH 4t was ambushed &t 1950 hours in
the vicinlty of WS790041, B-40 rocket and small arms fire engaged the
battery resulting in one gun barge severly damaged; one 105mm howitzer
was also destroyed, The ambush was quickly suppressed by assault sup-
port craft and the artillery barges, ‘ . ‘ ‘

(5) 21 June 1968:

(a) A and C/3-47th Infantry remained aboard the MBRB as a
Brigade RRF, B/3-47th Infantry was released from OPCON to 3-60th Inf-
antry at 0922 hours and conducted an AML movement to the vicinity of -
WS8613 where they backloaded ATCs and returned to the MRB,  After some
pleting the security mission for the 3=-34th Artillery, Company C Back- °
loaded ATCs at 1130 hours in the vicinity of WS827057, and retuyrned to
the MRB at 1450 hours, During the carly morning hours C/3=-60th Inf-
antry engaged movement around its perimeter, At first light the ocom- °
pany swept the arca and found two VC KIA and one M-1 rifle in the vic-
inity of WS683077. The battalion was oxtracted from the A0 by cone
ducting airmobile operations to a backloading site located at WS803145,
A/3-U7th Infantry, while waiting to be ¢xtractcd, found on VC KBA and
web gear in the vicinlty of WS 692073, The battalion embarked ATCs
and returned to the MRB at 1055 hours, o ' 4

(b) Total results of the five day operation weres five
U.S. KHA, one U.,S, KNHA, 44 U,S, WHA and one U{S, MIA., One gun barge
and one 105mm howitzer was destroyed, Enemy loses wers 84 VC KIA,.
five POWs, 22 detainees, nine AK-47, two M2 carbines, two chicom car-
blnes, one M1, onec AK-50, one BAR, and two SKS rifles were captured,
In addition 43 bunkers, 59 structures and four sampans were destroyed,
Am unknown amount of equipment, medical suppliecs and documents werc
also capturcd, «

Ve 23 and 24 Junc 1968

(1) on 23 June, the MRF commecnced its deploymeont from a CAN
THO anchorage to Dong Tam., The redeployment was conducted in accord-
ance to Frag Order #1 to OPORD 54.68, which employed the two maneuver
battalions in eagle float operations on the NICOLsI Canal and MANG
THIT River while cnroute to Dong Tam. The eagle float operations were
directed "toward clearing the waterways of enomy forces, and to destroy
cnomy fortifications in designated arees, ' : ‘
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(a) Boats of River Division 111 and 92 with the two bat
| tglions embarked, departed the MRB shortly after 0500 hours to proceed
to the central Delta via the Nicholal Canal, Song Mang Thit, Song Co
Chien, and Song Tien Glang, At 0735 hours the maneuver battalions beech
ed . in the vicinity of XS063064 and swept northeast along the Nichomli
&t approximately 1030 hours the infantry battalions embarked ATCs
and conpinued the transit. The boat divisions and embarked troops
. éstablished night positions at 1600 hours near the intersecction of the
Song Tien Gilang and Song Ham Luong, Thirty-two bunkers were destroyed
-and ten detailnees taken in a three hour sweep along.the Nicholal Canal
by 3/47th and 3-60th Infantry Battalions,

B (b) - At 0800 hours boats of the Flotilla not involved with
escorting the maneuver battalions began the 110 mile transit to Dong
Tem, At 1200 hours the ships of the MRB with ASPB escorts wWere under-
way on the flrst segment of the two day trip. Task Force 8ix Gun,
escorted by River Division 112 boats, followed along & fow minutes
latcr, .The USS BENEWAH pleyod a phsycologlcal operations tape explain-
ing our presence in the area for the benefit of listenors ashore,as the
ships were passing through the Vam Nao Crossover, The ships anchored
for the c¢vening at 1900 hours after reaching the Song Tien Giang,

(2) On 24 June, the MBB doparted the BASSAC Crossover at
0600 hours and continued its deployment to Dohg Tam, .The two infantry
battalions embarkcd ATCs and commcnced their deployment to Dong Tem,
The 3-47th Infantry procceded the 3-60th Infantry during the transit,
Tho MREB arrived at Dong Tam approximately 1400 hours, The 3-47th
Infantry closed the MRB at 1630 hours and assumed MRB security. During
the transit, the 3«=60th Infantry Bn , . beached for a.short time on
the south bank of the Song My Tho about five miles west of Dong Tam
to conduct familiarization firing and zcro thoir wWeapons,

W, 26 June thru 5 July 1968

The Mobile Riverine Force temporarily concluded OPERATION
THUONG CONG DINH on 26 June, and initiated Phase II of OPERATION TOAN
THANG in LONG AN and BAU NGHIA Provinces, On 6 July, the Brigade em-
ployed. 3-47th Infantry in security of Dong Tam Base and the 4=47th
Infantry embarked ships of the MBRB, Rotation of the two infantry bat-
talions was completed in one dey,

X, 7 thru 9 July 1968:

‘ (1) Completing operations in LONG AN Province, the MRF con-
tinued OPERATION TRUONG CONG DINH on 7 July in accordance to OPORD
57-68, The target selected was elements of the 516th VC Battalion
and other enemy units entrenched west of the “Crossroads®™ in KIEN
HOA Province, The operation was conducted in coordination and cooper-
ation with RF/PF elements in GIONG TROM, TRUC GIANG Distriects, The
Brigade's concept of operation was to employ the. 4=47th Infantry in
beach assaults on BLUE Beaches 1, 2 and -3 in th& vicinity of XS8529370
and XS546362; after beaching, the battalion would attack east and west
concurrently, The 3-60th Infantry would deploy by riverine movement
to establish a PZ in the vicinity of FSB WACO (XS5598365): afterwhich,
the battalion would configure for airmobile combat assault to LZs
south of the 4=U47th Infantry’s bcach sites,

_ (a) The operation commenced at 0220 hours, when the
3-34th Artillery (-) deployed to FSB WACO. The battalion arrived at
+0615 hours, and was LRF at 0630 hours, The 4-47th Infantry departed
the MRB at 0345 hours and proceceded to the A0, The battalion entered
the SONG BA LAT ‘without incideont and beached cmploying C and A Compan-
fes at 0715 hours on BLUE Beaches 1 and 2 (XS546362 and XS548362), and
Company B at 0730 hours im tho viecinity of X5529370, Thc 3-60th Inf-
antry doparted the MRB at 0415 hours and conducted & riverine pove-
ment to FSB WACO for airmobile insertion into the A0, The battalion
arrived at the FSB at 0740 hours and configured for airmobile movement,
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.| Employment of the 3~60th Infantry was delayed pending development of
;[ Comtact by 4-L7th Infantry elements,  The Brigede.commander's scheme.
: Eg‘maneuver was to omploy the 3-60th-Fnfantry-at either of a series of
+S Which would complement any contacts developed by the U4-47th Inf-
%ﬁtryg A8 of 0900 hours no contacts or engagements were mede, The |
~60th Infantry introduced Qompany G into the AO at 091l hours; the
| company was airlifted to an'LZ located in the vicinity of XS505355
, @end completed the air movement at 0940 hours, 'B/3=-60th Infantry re-
; %ained at tho FSB in & RRF posture, A/3-60th Infantry was airlifted
5 0-XS524323 at 1040 hours; the company employed one.platoon.to secure
& hellcopter which had mechsnical trouble at that loocationy:About the
. same time, B/b-47?th Infantry was introduce into the A0, beaching in’
| the viclnity of XS505376.. Immediatdyupon beaching the company started
. 1ts sweep and engaged two VC at 1100 hours in the vicinity of the
i beaching area; two VC KIAs resulted from the engagement, The only
. Other engagement to ooour during the day was at 0945 hours when an
- elemeng of D[B-Sth Alr Cavalry was briefly engeged with aytomatic
| Woapons fire ‘An the vicinity of XS505370. Tho rosults of that engage-

| Dent were no% known; no friendly psasualties were. susteined from the
] ground fire, . : -

——

(b} The battalions continued their operations and no
significent contacts were made during the day, Nine airstrikes were
employed on beaching sites and other targets in the A0, The aire
Strikes destroyed 29 bunkers and 21 structures, and damaged seven
bunkers and 13 structurcs, The infantry battelions also destroyed

59 bunkers and apprehended four detalnecs who Were later clagsified as
one POW, two CDs and one IC. The 3-60th Infantry (-) established its
niﬁht defensive positions employlng Company A in the vicinity of XS54
13484 COmEang B in the vicinity of X8589368. and, @ompany C in the vic-
iniGy of X5539348, The 4=47th Infantly, after completing another
rlverine insertion at 1700 hours, established night defensive positias
in the vicinity of X8551355, :

(2) On the morning of 8 July the Mﬁ§ continue i1ts operation.
B/3-60th Infantry embarked ATCs in the vicinlty of its night defensive
Yositions and made a riverine assault landing in the vicinity of X543
0404, The battalion employed A and C Companles in airmobile assaults
to the vicinity of XS425360 and XS380380 respectively, The two com-
Panies were subscquently employed in eagle flights moving northeast
Within the A0 seeking the enemy, A/3=60th Infantry ocaptured one POW
and his chicom rifle 4n a bunker in the vicinity of Xs&35378, B .
3-60th Infantry beached without incident and moved east, After seargpe.
ing the immediate areca, the company engaged five fleeing VC in the
vicinity of XS431400; one VC KIA resulted, The battalion ¢ontinued
its operation without further incident., Concurrently with the deploy-
ment of the 3-60th Infantry, the 4-47th. Infantry had embarked ATCs
in the vicinity of X8555358 and deployed to conduct riverine assault
landings in the vicinity of XS482381, The 4-47th Infantry beached
without incident and moved west in zone, E/U=47th Infantry was brief-
1y engaged with small arms and automatic weapons fire im the vicinity
of XS460388, Shortly thereafter, the company apprehended an ARVN
who stated that he had eseaped from five VC, A/4=U47th Infantry sus-
talned three WHAs from a booby trap during its movement in the vice
inity of XS48U4398, Another engagement occurred at 1500 hours when
E/b-47th Infantry encountered sniper fire in the vicinity of XSk58392,
The romainder of the day was without Ancident; and-the 4~47th Infantry
embarked ATCs and roturned tq the MEB,~The 3=60fR Infantry remalned
in the A0, and ostablisHCdfniéht'défcnérﬁc‘and ambush positions em-
ploying Company A in the vicinity of XS549293, Compeny B in the vic-
inity of XS54L289, and Company C in the vicinity of XS542300, The
3=60th Infantry spent the night without incident, Two additional VC
wore KIA when B/3234th Artillery engaged snipers firing in the vicinit]
of XSL65428, ‘ ‘ ' o : ’ :

(3) At 0900 hours, on fhe morning of 9 July, the 3-60th Inf-
antry (-7 embarked ATCs in the vicinity of X8555297 and commanced
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movement to the MRB. The 3« 3bth Artillery (=) departcd PSR WaC0 at.
1030 hours, and deploycd to Dong Tam, During the three day operation,
the enemy sustaeined five VC KIA, The AOS, which are normally active,

showed e¢vidence. of the enemy's ‘degire to aveld contact with the
ground ’ forces. : _ _ . ‘

ys 10 thru 13 1968

¥

: ~(1) On 10 July, the MRF initiated oporations 1n KIEN HO4
Province to'locatc‘and destroy encmy forces and’ his equipment within
HUON MY and MO CAY Distficts. ‘The operation was. conducted in accord-
.ance to OPORD 58-68. Subsequent operations were initiated employing
both the L-47th and 3-60th Infantry in beach assaults, airmobile and
cagle float operations. Aerial reconnaissance was intensified and
"People Sniffer™ misslons were flown extensively to looate the evasive
enemy, Eagle flight: techniques were also extensively employed to
broaden the. possibilities of establishing contact with the enemy,
Night anbush patrols were emnloyed to interdlct cnemy activity.

AN (2)  During the period 10 thru 13 July, the cnemy continued to
.evade. the Brigade, - Sporadic cngagemenbsoccurred on 10 July when E/
3<60th Infantry and the 4-47th Infantry killcd one and two VC respoct-
ively. With the exception of those brief engagements, the enemy evad-
ed: the mancuver battalions and frequontly omplA{gd snipor firc, On
11 July, conteot was limitod to brief chgegomentd by E/3-60th Infantry
Which killed two VC and captured another. The Brigade was tasked to
deploy two infantry companies to.pass OPCON to the 3jrd Brigade, 9th
Infantry Division which had establish contact with the enemy, At 1920
hours: A and E/4=U47th Infantry moved by air to the 3rd Brigade's TAOR.
The 4-47th Infantry (-) continued i1ts operation concurrently with the
J-60th Infantry. On 12 July, the 4-47th Infantry. (<) was employed in
an eirmobile assault to XS3918 and moved southwest in zone, The
3«60th Infantry moved south to embarketion sites in the vicinity of

, . X8438108 and XS478085, Both battalions embarked ATCs and returned to

© the MRB, rations conducted .on 12 July concluded the three day op-
‘eration 1n~10 CAY District, The 4-47th Infantry employed B and C
Companies to conduct eagle float operations between the vicinity of
XS&1#165 and XS455193 on 13 July, The 3-60th Infantry was tasked with

MRB and FSB seocurity, in addition to belng the Brigade's RRF, A and
‘EB/4-478h Infantry remained embarked at the MRB, prepared to explolit
any contact if encountered by the battalion. The L=l7th Infantry en-

* countered no contact during 1ts sweep through the area, but reported
destroyi 57 bunkers,; The operation was completed at 1“00 hours and
the battn?éon (-) returned to the MBB.

Z, 15 thru 1? July 1968:

(1) 'With the implementation of OPORD 59-68, the MRF- continued
Operation TRUONG CONG DINH, conducting reconnaissance in force, alr-
mobile and riwerine operations in CANG LONG, CHAU THANH Districts, .
VINH BINH Provinéei-:The terget selccted was the VC Base Area 487 lo-

- cated in CANG LONG District. Three enemy units yere known to be ine
digonous to thy area; they were the CANG LONG Ddﬁ, 513 Ranger Company
.and a newly formed 510 Battalion which was involved in training oper=
-apfions - within the Base’'Area, Information of the 510 Battalion was
pravided from & Hol Chanh who rallied on 27 June and provided the fol-
lowing- 1nformationa the 510 Battalion had an estimated strength of
350 members; .ahd was activated from.local untts’and village guerrillas,
On 8 July-it. was loeated in & trééline along the.Bang Tang Stroam in

» the vicinity of 'XS356042, and moved ‘east, the following day to LONG
TRI Hemlet in the:vieinity of XSB?BO&O. "The Battarion,xemaincd in
that arca for & week and gave no indicatiséns of. making a ‘substantial
noye. Additional- information. of the CANG LONG DCH- énd . 531 Rangor Com-
pnny'indioatcd ‘their strongths to be 103 and 120 mombars respcctively.

. (2) “The oparation commenétd on 15 July in cpardination and
cooperation with the 9th ARVN. Division. “The- OPORD 'previded for effoc-
tive coverage of & large soale area, .The oporation wdk planncd on the
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assumption that contzact would most probably be. attained within the

VC Base'Arcajp and 1f contact was gained, the mancuver battalions would
be positioncd to offer immediate mufual support.-~.A Complemcntary
scheme of manheuver employed by the 14th ARVN Hegiment prevented the
enemyt's withdrawal from the A0 to the Southwest, A B=52 Alrstrike,
that was employed concurrently with the conduct of beach assaults,
also complemented the MRF?!s operation in that the target of the air-
strike was south and adjacent to the Brigadet's A0, Initially a FSB ¢
was established by the 3-34th Artillery %—) on the south end of a
large island in the CO CHIEN River, in the vicinity of XS398135, The
1-84th Artillery, loocated south of CANG LONG, employed four 155mm
howitzers in support of the Brigade's operation, At O440 hours the two

maneuver battzlions departed the MBB (vicinlty XS4707) enroute to the
AOQ,

(a) The 3-th Infentry beached at 0715 hours employlng
B and E Compenies ' in the vicinity of XS355115 ~+nd X3356114 respectivdy
A/3-60th Infantry beached in the vioeinlty of X8352115 and ostablished
a PZ for subsequent alrmobile operations, Immedlately upon beaching
E/3-60th Infantry killed one¢ VC and found some documents and six gron-
ades, A and B Companiecs apprehended VC suspects as they seoarch the
arcas of the beach sites, A/3-60th Infantry commenced 1ts ailrmobile
assault from the vicinity of XS353120 to XS348117 at 0824 hours. B
and E Companies continucd to move east in zono and located several
small quantities of supplies and cquipment, A/3=60th Infantry contine
ued its airmobile oEerations moving from the vieinity of XS338118 to
XS367050 and X5372048 in search of enemy forces,  As of 1330 hours the
battalion had not encountered any significant contacts or engagements,
The 3-60th Infantry was employed by airmobile -assaults to establish .
blocking positions and fix enemy elements which were . in contact with
the 4-47th Infantry. €/3-60th Infant¥ry, Which xemained afloated as
the battalion BRRF, was introduced into the A0 beaching in the vieinity
of XS354118, The company moved to & PZ and was airlifted at 1600 hrs
to the vieinity of X8379103, During the first airlift of C/3-60th
Infantry, two helicopters wore cngaged and hit by enemy fire in the
vicinity of tho LZ; one door gunner was wounded, Elcments of C Compary,
located on the LZ, established contact with a VC squad, By 1430 hours
the entire company had completed its alrlift to the area and establish-
ed contact with the e¢nemy, A dust off was requested for one U,S. WEA,
and at 1520 hours the medevac helicopter was engaged and hit by enemy
fires. The hellicopter could not land in the arca; it retured to the
MRB becausc of mechanical difficultics resulting from the ground fire,
At 1600 hours E/3-60th Infantry was airlifted to the vicinity of
X5379103 to reinforce Company C in its contact, During its airlift,
one soldier was accidentally killed and four others werc wounded by
helicopter fires which was roturning enemy fire near the LZ, Both E
Company and the assault helicoptors weore cngaged in the vicinity of
the LZ; one helicopter was downed by the enemy's fire, The two com-
panies continued its engagement in the vicinity of the PZ, and estim-
ated the contact to be with a VC Company, Beglnning at 1815 hours B/
3-60th Infantry was airlifted to the vicinity of XS385114 to exploit
the contact, The first 1ift of B Company encountered enemy fire upon
leaving the LZ, A portion of A/3=60th Infantry was airlifted to the
A0 to establish a blocking position in the vicinity of .XS379102, The
remainder of Company A was airlifted to FSB EENEGADE, ..The 3-60th Inf-
antry c¢stablished its blocking positions and fixed the enemy.

(b) The 4=l?th Infantry 4nitially conducted its
boach assaults at 0700 hours employing—A and B Companies in the vicin.
Ity of XS372124 and X8370123 respectively, The two companies moved
south in gone. The 3/E/4wl47th Infantry was initially em loyed with
elogehts of TFIL7 in a RARE operation moving from XSL42088 to XSUW10045,
C/Usl7th Infontry beashed at 0815 heurs in the vieinity of XS370123,
Shgftly»af@ar beaching all elementz of the battalion reported movement
1% thelr zenes, Several detairpes were appreherded ami several sign-
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within range of small arms fire, B/4-L7th Infentry also reported
enemy troops moving in the vicinity of X5372118, At 0831 hours A/

.+ U4=47th Infantry was engaged with small arms and automatic weapons fire

. in the vieinity of XS374115, Continuing its movement the company was

% engaged with B-40 rocket or mortar fire; no casualtiecs resulted, B/
L.L7th Infantry was inserted at 1045 hours in the vicinity of XS37402.
As the battalion continued its movement south, no significant contacts
were established, However, Company A continued to receive mortar or
rocket fire which resulted in two U,S, WHA, B/U=L7th Infantry observ-
ed 15 VC running in the vicinity of XS374102. Artillery and gunships
were employed against the enemy force, C/7-lst Air Cavalry reported
seven VC KIAs during the engagement, C/4=U47th Infantry was airlifted
at 1345 hours to the vicinity of XS38211 to establish a block in order
to fix the enemy., E/4=47th Infantry made a riverine movement, to
the vicinity of XS383119 and beached at 1420 hours to engage enemy
troops in that area, C/7«1lst Air Cavalry, at 1440 hours reported 3 VC
KIA in the vieinity of E Company, At this time C/L=U47th Infantry was
assaulting a tree line in the vicinity of XS382116 from which it was
engaged with sporadic small arms and automatic Weapons fire, During
%’thqﬂgngagament two VC were KIA and two-POWS wefe" capturcd. Company B

moved to the vicinity of XS376106 and was encountering small arms fire,
The company continued its engagement until 1900 hours, and reported
8ix VC KIA, To complete the cordon . .of the entrapped enemy forces, C
and E/3-47th Infantry were airlifted from Dong Tam at 1800 hours and
employed in blocking positions, The two companies were placed OPCON
to the 4=47th Infantry, © .and E/3=47th Infantry were inserted in the
vicinity of XS370122, and then moved south to e¢stablish blocks in the
vicinity of Xs83811,

‘ (e). Throuzhout the day, the 3-34th Artillery and 1-84th
;g Artillery (=) supported the mencuver battalions in their contacts, Ten
VC KIAs weore reported in the vicinity of X5351101 by the 3<34th Arty
“alr observer, Initially D/3=-5th Air Cavalry provided aerial recone

"naissance and gunships support for the Brigade, The air cavalry troop
reported four VC KIA after engagements, One aviator was wounded while
flying a "people sniffer™ mission, C/7-1st Air Cavalry provided gun-
ship suvport throughout the day and accounted for 21 VC KIA during
1ts engagements, As tho enemy was encircled, artillery and airstrikes
wore employed throughout the area, As night came, a spooky flareship
was employed to asslst in confining end destroying the enemy, At the
end. of the day 46 VC were KIA and 41 detainees were apprehended, Nue
merous quantities of supplies and equipment was captured, One U.S.
was KHA and 17 others were WHA, Army aviation assets assisted the
Brigade in locating, fixing and destroying the enemy; however,: helicop~
ters were hit by enemy fire during the day,

(3 Throughout the night the enemy 1nc;gased his movement and

ySpovadically engeged friendly elements With'shiper fire, Artillery

~ ¥ Wwas employed extensively Wherever his movement was:detected, On the
morning of 16 July, both mancuver battalions swept the arca of contact,

(a) The 3~-60th Infantry conducted its sweep through the
area and employed two platoons in Eagle Flight operations, ¢C/3-60th
Infantry located 2 VC KIAs during its search, and was later airlifted
to reinforce the 1/C/3-60th Infantry which had established contact
with the enemy durlng its eazle flight. ‘The : two platoons had moved

#from the vicinity of X8395135 to an-LZ 1n the viecinity of XS394076,
A8 the 4/A/3<60th Infantry was sweeping- An-the vieinity of the LZ, it
QEkillnd one VC who was fleeing the area, - The 4/8/3-60th Infantry and
4 /C/3-60th Irifantry made subscquent airmobile assaults to an LZ located
n the vicinity of XS375100; the L4/A/3-60th Infantry preceeded the
1/C/3-60th Infantry and was engzged immediately upon landing with
small arms and automatic weapons fire, Artillery and a light fire
team were employed in support of the two platoons. In the meantime,
E/3-60th Infantry developed contact at 1820 hours in the vicinity of
XS385103, Company C (=) Wwas airlifted at 1830 hours to locatc a sus-
.pected enemy force in the vicinlty of XS370049. At 2000 hours A/3-60
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Infantry sustaincd scveral casualties when a gunship accidentally en-
ghged elements of the company; threo U,S, KNHA and four WNHA rosulted.
T™Wo VC were killed later at 2130 hours when they attempted to enter the
E/3-60th Infantry perimeter in the vicinity of X8383099.

(b) B/U4=47th Infantry located and destroyed several
small ammunition cache; while C/4~U7th Infantry searched its area and

found 1 VC XKIA. The battalion continued its sweep until 1700 hours; ¢

at which time E(-)/4=U47th Infantry was extracted from the A0 to pro-
vide security for FSB RENEGADE, During the ¢xtresction assault support
boats of River Division 112 were ambushed at 1700 hours, The boats
haed just completcd backloading E/4-47th Infantry elements before belng
attacked from both banks of the DUa BO RIVER with rocket and automatic
weapons fire, Monltor 112,1 received two direct RPG-2 or BPG 7 hits
during the attack, The assault boats suppressed the hostile fire and
continued to the fire support base, No friendly casualties resulted
during the attack, As the 3-60th Infantry's contact increased 1t was
decided to commit the L-47th Infantry to exploit thoe contact, C/4=UL7tr
Infantry was briefly cngagod at 1915 hours when its first air lift

was leaving a PZ in the vicinity of XS372063, The company®s first
1ift also encountercd smell arms and automatic weapons fire when 1t
landed at XS381115, The remainder of the company was ailrlifted to the
LZ to further develop the situation, B/4-47th Infantry was airlifted
to the vicinity of XS371063 at 1920 hours and was immediately engaged
with automatic wcapons and small arms fire from the: surrounding tree
line, As the firc fight continued,a light fire team, artillery and a
spooky flareship were employed to support the engaged units, By 2025
hours, both B and C Gompanies remained in contack, and were being cn-

‘gaged from their North, South and East, The two companics of the

3-47th Infantry (C and E) werec rcleased at 2035 hours from OPCON to

the 4-L7th Infantry and were airlifted to Dong Tam, During their
scarch of the arca C and E/3-47th Infantry found 3 VC KIA, one rifle
and one BAR and several items of clothing and supplies, Shortly there-

after, A and C/4=39th Infantry was placed under OPCON of the Brigade
and arrived at FSB BENEGADE. The ehemy broke contact at 2130 hours

and the two battalions established night defensive positions,

g —
_ (¢) Throughout the day, D/3=-5th A%r Cavalry provided

aerial reconnalssance and light fire teams support, The alr cav troop

reported one VC KIA at. 1445 hours in the vicinity of X5395095,. and

one VC KIA at 1600 hours in the vicinity of XS837817, The air cav troop

inserted its acro rifle platoon to search and clear the area of

X5388068, During its sweep, the platoon destroyed six VC classrooms,

25 bunkers and six booby traps, During the day 15 VC KIA were account-

ighting conducted on the preceding. day, In addition, several quanti-
ties of small arms ammunition were found and destroyed.

- {4) On 17 July, the Brigade continued its operations with the
3-60th Infantry sweeping from its night defensive positions to extrac-
tion points, B and E Companies moved to the vicinity of X5371111, em-
barked ATC at 1130 hours and returncd to the MRB., A and C companies
moved to the vicinity of XS375050 and embarked ATCs at 1550 hours for
movement to the MRB, By 1810 hours the battallon had completed its
extraction to the MRB, The 4~47th Infantry initiated sweeps throughout
the area of its contact without any significant findings, B/4-U47th
Infantry sustained three WHA from booby traps (YToe-poppors®) in the

~vicinity of XS. 364055 and XS362058, At 1300 hours thc¢ battalion air-~

lifted Comnany A to FSB RENEGADE for subsequent movement to the MRB,

B and C Companies were airlifted later to the FSB, where they embarked

'‘ATCs and returned to the MBRB, A and C/4-39th Infantry remained OPCON
to the 4-47th Infentry until 1530 hours; at which time the two comparies
were airlifted to Dong Tam Base, At 0830 hours C/4=39th Infantry was

airlifted to secure a down helicopter in the vicinity of XS4Q8298,
When.1t was determined thet the helicopter was not servicable, it was
dostroyed in place, and the company returned to the A0, Aerial recon-
nalssance_throughout the day was conducted by D/3-5th Air Cavalry,

Throughout the day no significant engagements or contacts developed,
‘b/v'/" $
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As a result of the three day oneration the Brigede succeeded in killing
61 VC, and apprehended 56 detalnese, Numerous quantitics of VC supplies
and equipment Wwerc also captured, B

aa, 20 thru 22 July 1968,

(1) Completing opcrations in VINH BINH Province, the MRF de-
parted to Donﬁ Tam, arriving at 1220 hourss On 20 July the Brigade
employed the 4ul?7th Infantry in - 'beach assaults in KIEN HOA Province,
The one battalion onsraition was conducted in accordance to Frag Order
1 to OPORD 60-68, The 4~L7th Infantry (-) made beach assavlts at
1350 hours in the vicinity of XS43407, XSL62412 and XsL77415, After
landing unopposed, the battalion attacked south conducting saturation
patrolling, A/b-ﬂ?th Infantry sustained two U,S., WHA from & booby
trep in the vieinity of XS473404, The battalion continued its opera-
tions without significant contact during the daz, and established
night defensive positions in the vicinlty of XS4B0o413, XS437403 and
XShks59408, E/4-L7th Infantry killed one VC at 1910 hours in the vic-
inity of XS458409, Throughout tho night, the battalion employed night
ambush patrols, :

‘ (2) On 21 July the MBRF continued 1ts operation by establish-
ing a Naval cordon around THOI SON Island; after which, the 3-60th
Infantry and A/4=47th Infantry initiatcd search and clear operations,
Thirty one assault support craft established the blockade around the
island at 0400 hours. After which, the 3-60th Infantry and Viectnamesec
Reglonal Force troops beachcd on the north side of the island., Assault
craft were deployed on both sides of the island to provent sampans fran
leaving the A0, The 4-47th Infantry (-) was extracted from the south
bank of the SONG MY THO opposite tde island and returned to the MRB,
A/Lb-L7th Infantry was inscrted on the south side of THOI SON Island
and began to sweep toward the 3-60th Infantry, E/3=-60th Infantry be-
ached at 0653 hours and ¢stablished contact with a VC squad in the
vicinity of XS458427, C/3-60th Infantry was then inserted, conducting
a beach assault in the vicinity of XS452426, to exploit E Company's
contact, B/3-60th Infantry was employed in 2 beach assault at XS4é
8428, By 0725 hours, the battalion was attacking southwest encounter-
ing sporedic engagements of sniper fire and booby.traps., C/3=-60th
Infantry was engaged wlth sniper fire from & tree line in the vicinity
of XSL52426;5 one U,S, was WHA, C and B Companies.cncountered sniper
fire at 1100 hours, and each company sustained two U,S. WHA, E/3-60th
Infantry killed one VC in the vicinity of XSHA49U424, and later sustained
one U,S, WHA and on¢ scount dog killed as a result of sniper fire,
Threc U.S, WHA also resulted from booby trap incideants, The 3-60th
Infantry continued its movement to the vicinity of XSA49417 and XSL384
12 where it ¢stablished night defensive positions and ambushes, a/U-47
Infantry backloaded ATCs e€arlicr in the day (at 1300 hours) and beceme
OPCON to the 3-60th Infantry, The company beoched at XS428410 and
attacked toward the 3-60th Infantry, A/4-47th encountercd no sign-
ificant contact durlng the day and cstablished its night defensive .
position in the vieilnity of XS437413, On 22 July the 3-60th Infantry
and A/b=U7th Infantry were ‘extracted from the A0 and returncd to the
MRB, BRe¢8ults of the two day operation were 2 VC KIA, 3 POWs and 59
detainces apprehended, Friendly losses consisted of 12 U,S, WHA and
one scout - dog killed, ot

bo, 23 Juiy 25 July 1968,

(1) The MRF continued offensive operations on 23 July in co-
oporation and coordination with e¢lements of the 7th ARVN Division. The
operation was conducted in GIONG TROM and TRUC GIsNG Districts, KIEN
HOA Province to locate, fix and destroy elements of the 516th MF Bn
and 570th LF Co, Concurrently with the introductich of meaneuver forces
in the AOs, several B-52 strikes were omployed against enemy forces
and’' facilities located in"the center of the adjacent AOs,
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