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1. NAME OF OPERATION. OPERATION TOAN THANG. 

2. DATES OF OPERATioN t 

Phase I 1162050 thru 182030 May 1968 

Phase II. 270510 June thru 051500 July 1968 

3. LOCATION, LONG AN and HAU HGHIA Provinces, RVN. Map Referenoes. 
1150,000, sheet Nr. 6229 I thru IV and 6330 II and III. 

4. COMllJAND AND CO~OL HEADQUARTERS. 

Headquarters Mobile Riverine Foroe 

2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division 

Task Foroe 117 

5. REPORTING OFFICERS, 

a. Captain R. S. Salzer. Commodore CTF 117. 

b. Colonel B. A. David, CO, 2nd Bda, 9th Inf Div. 
(Commanding Offioer until 28 May 1968)"-,"" 

a.. Colonel Robert E~ Archer, CO, 2nd Bde, 9thlnf Div', 

d. LTC William F. Laokman, CO, 3-47th Infantry. 

e. LTC Lawrenoe :E:", Bryan. CO, 4-47th Infantry. 

f. LTC John G, Hill, CO, 3-60th Infantry. 
(Commanding Officer until 11 June 1968) 

g. LTC George E.· Marine., CO, 3-60th Infantry. 

h. LTC W. E. Rawl1nSo~ CO. 3-34th Art111~ry. 

6. TASK ORGANIZATION. See Inolosure.#l. 

7. SUPPORT~NG FORCES. 

• 

a. U,S. NaV1' Naval support throughout th~' operation was proVid­
ed by Tas'k Foroe 117 •. Support f,ncludcd mutual· coordination and. pre­
paratioj). of operational plansant;!: o!'tim;; Administrati va and. logistical 
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requirements were affectl vely fUlfilled., Op€'Jrational supp6rt include 
escort and rl venne deployment ,or: combat U.n1 ts, tmployment of direct 
andlnd1rect Nava~ fires. Employment ofriverino survey and unde~-. 
waterdemoll tlolY teaIll&ti Ta.ctical operations included employment of 
.,assul t support boats ln eagle float tactlea. All operatlonal support 
provided asslsted the Brigade ln its response to lntelllgence targots 
and subsoquently to defeat the enemy. 

b. ,U.S. A1;r; F!,roel The 7th U.S. A1r Foroesupportcd tactlcal 
operatlons, employlng pre-planned and lmmediate a1rstrlkos. Prlnclpe: 
targets were troops 1p. the qpen,t' boaC'hlng si tE)S ,landlng z-onE)s, bunk,. 
Bra and othor fortlfied flghtlng posltlons. Alrstrlkes wero effoo­
tlvely omployed and no signifloant problems WerE) E)ncountored,targots 
WorD proporly marked, a~ l~entlfied. 

c. Army Avlatlon. Army avlatlon assets were provided through 
9th Infantry Dlvision. Maxlmum utl11z~tlon was made of all' oava1ry 
units when the enomy evaded ground foroesi HE)llooptcmwere employed 
extensively ln aer1al reconnalssanoe, people sniffer mlss10ns, and 
to satuate the AO wl th lnf,antry elements lnsearoh of the enemy. When' 
contact was established, llght flre teams and 8BSanlt hE)lloopter 
oompanles oontrlbuted decisively toward the enemy's destructlon. 

• J • , 

d. Artillery. Artillery fires, employed 1ndependently or 1fith 
airstr1kes and gun~h1Ds, were ,effeotlvely employed to destroy the 
enemy and' block h1s w1thdrawal fromarea~ of coneaot. Response to 
all fire ·mlssions were quick and efflcient. Artlllery flres were 
emploYE)d extenslvely to suppress hostile flre agalnst attacking 
forces and to E)lim1natE) sniper aotlvity. 

8. INTELLIGENCE I 

a. General. Enemy actlvity 1n Saigon (durlng Phase I) was ahar­
aoterized by sporadlc contacts 1n the eightbpreclnot (south of the 
DOl Canal) and in the Slxth precinct (west of the PHU THO raao track). 
ThE) predominant enemy threat to the Naval assault support· boats was 

.. o-ons1:dered to ~ alQng. the CHQ GAO Canal/SONG TB.a./SONG,V~M CO, which 
was th~ route,of entry to the AO. PreviouslY~ soveralundorwater 
mining lncidents oocurred along the CHO CAO. The entmy's presence 
along tho waterways oontinued, and his actlvities lnc1uded tax co1-
lootlon and. bunk;E:lr constructlon. Withln the AO t the E)nemy's presence 
along waterways was estimatE)d to ,be at sq~ad level. However, VC and 
NVA units WE:lre infil trl;lting and exfi1 tratihg SAlGON. The E)nemy forOO8 
lnoluded an artillery regimental command post, rE)supply and stagglng 
personnel, and a VC Command Headquarters. 

b. The enemy forces withln the AO during PhaSo II of the oper­
ation conSisted of VC/NVA forces massing to attack SAIGON, Cons1der­
able lnte1ligence reports of enemy movement and activities along 
E)stablished.LOCs. and MSRs indicated an attack against SaIGON was 
imminent, 

9.. MISSION. 

af Phase II Mobile R1verine ForoE) and. elements asslgned to oper­
ational control of ~nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Divislon, attack at R­
Hour, 17 May 196e, to locate,fix and destroy Va/NVA MF elements irr 
AO SNAKEPIT, 1ncluding an artlllery regimental command post, resupply 

t and stagi~ areas and .~ .. va oommand headquarters in zone. 

b. Phase III Mobile River1ne Foroe conducts airmobi1E:l, rivE)rlnE:l, 
reconnalssanco ... ln-force operatiOns in BEN LUC, ';rHU THUA, D1strlcts, 
LONG AN ProvinCE) and DUC BOA ~istriot. HAU NGBIA Province, to looate 
fix and destroy NVA/Ve elements in ZonE). Coinoidentally interdict 
enomyMSRs and Loas,and locate enemy supply oaches. 
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10, CONCEPT OF OPERATION. 

a, Phase Is The Br1gade's conce~t of operation was to employ 
the 3-4?th Infantry as the lead elements of a riverine convoy 1nto 
the AO. The 3-47th Infantry would deploy from DONG TAM at 162300 
May to AO AMAZON and move along the BACH VANG. to the BACH XOM CA U. 
to XS843660. The 4-47th Infantry would follow the 3.47th Infantr~ 
but move to AO SAHARA and conduct cagle float operat1ons, The 3-39t~ 
and 4-39th Infantry Battalion (-), OPCON to the Brigade, would be 
employed in a1rmobile assaults to exploit oontacts developed by the 
Br1gade's maneuver battal1ons, 

b, Phase III The soheme of maneuver involved employ1ng the 3-6rnh 
Infantry by riv~rine movement to AO POPEYE to assault RED Beach #1 
and subsequently attack northwest in zone, The battalion would also 
be employed in airmbile assaults throughout the AO, The 3-47th Inf­
antry l10uld deploy by riverine movement to assault GHEEN Beaches 
and subsequfJntly attack northwest in zone. Artillery support would 
be provided from two FSBs established in the vicinity of XS605763 and 
XS575845, 

11, EXECUTION, 

a, Phase II 

(1) As originally conceived, the operat1on commenced in 
accordance with OFOBD 45-68. C"ommencing 162050 ~lay, the 3-34th 
Artillery and river assault craft doployed to establish FSB:FARLY at 
XS89?618 to support ~he transit and employment of the maneuver bat­
talions, After conducting eagle float operations along the NUl 
River, the 3-47th Infantry beached at 0755 hours, 17 May, in the vic-
1nity of XS87.5691. The 4-47th Infantry ooached 15 minutes later at 
XS8806901 after oonducting eagle float operations along the BA DANQ 
River, Throughout the day~/7-1st Air cavalry made aerial reconna1s­
sance of the AO t and support ground force 1n their attacks, 

(a) In1t1ally, the 3-47th Infantry employed Band C 
Compan1es to sweep south after beaohing, while A and E Companies re­
mained embarked prepared to reinforce contacts if encountered, Dur1ng 
its sweep Company ~ apprehended two detainees,~At 0900 hours E 
Company,3-47th Infantry was inserted in the Vicinity of XS861679, and 
Company A inserted later at 0940 hours in the-Vicinity of XS862678, 
It was during its beaching, that Company A engaged one VC who was 
hiding in . nips. palm n()ar the landing Site, The flrst Significant con­
tact of the battalion occurred when A/3-47th Infantry~~noountered VC 
snipers near the beach, one VC was killed and two U,S. \vHA resulted, 
As tho sniper engagement continued, it intensif1ed, an estimated 
platoon s1ze enemy force was employed in small groups te engaged the 
advanc1ng forces, The battal10n slowly maneuvered against the insur­
gent force, Artillery, alrstrikes and. B/7-1st Air Cav re1nforced the 
infantry's attaok, As of 152.5 hours the engagement oont1nued. Com­
pany A 3·47th In~antry had susta1ned three U,S. KHA and five WHA, 
Company B had one WHA, A pmV' was captured With his AK-47 and chicom 
revolvvrbl_Company A in the V1c1n1ty of XS863677, The enemy broke 
contactatt~ hours. and the J-47th Infantry searched the area from 
wh1ch it was engaged. 17 VC KIA were found 1n bunkers along the 
river 1n the v1cini ty of XS862675. 

(b) The 4-47th Infantry conducted 1ts cagle float and 
beaoh1ng operations w1thout inc1dent, and at 1300 hours 1t had moved 
to the v1cinity of xs867737. Shortly' thereafter.it made oontact W1th 
small groups of VC snipers, Company B rece1ved throe WHA from the 
1n1 tial engagt'mcnt and f1 ve 1iHl'ls later, One VC t1ger sco.ut llas KHA. 
when a grenade \fas tossed into B Company~ s posi t1on. Company E sus­
ta1ned three WruCwhile moving to the Vic1h1 ty ,of XSe71636a; The con­
tact terminated at 1600 hours and a search of the area was made. 
B/4-47th Infantry accounted for two vc KIAs, and three addit10nal VC 
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KIAs were located in tho vicin1ty ot XS871736. -
".' (c) The 3-39th Infantry (-) employed its Company A, 1n 

an a1rmobile assaul t,at1030 hours to tho v1oin1 ty~ of XS820630 to 
exploit a contact of the 7-1st ·A1rCavalry'. Thirty guerri'llas were 
alleged to be operat1ng in the vicinity of XS8l7629. C/J-39th Inf­
antry was airlifted to the v1c1nity ot XS8136J2 to oomplementCompany 
Ate maneuvor.C'ompanYA eaptured three va and ,three AK-47S, and. kil­
led five vcr in tho-Vic1nity ofP XS815636. At 1-S~ hours the envmy's 
f1re d1m1n1shed to sporad1c Snipor fire, and terminated at 1600 hours. 
The two companies oont1nued its movement W1thout furthvr 1nc1dent. 
Company q vs~ab11sh~d night defens1ve ,pos1t1on in the vic1nity of 
XS831633.· ' , 

'd) The 4-:;9th"Infantry (-) made no s1gn1f1cant engage­
ments dur1ng the day •. C/4-39th was airlifted in the northern portion 
of the AO to'an LZ 1rr the vioin1ty of XS8937J7. while B/4-J9th Int- i 
antry rcmainc~ at NHA BE in an REF posture, During tho day 18 a1r- ' 
str1kes were employed 1n support of the '1nfantry batta110ns. Seven 
VC KIAs were contr1buted to the total k1lled as a result of airs trikes. 
At tho end of the day. 41 VC were KIA, five POW captured"11 weapons 
were captured, and 107 bunkers were dostroyod. Friendly casualt1es 
wvre f1ve t!..S. IRA, one VN KHA. and. 21 U.S. WHA. 

, ' 

(2) Thv operation eonti~ued Qr! the morn1ng of 18 May. after 
thv un1 tst night -resupply k1 ts wo~v ex:tractE:ld. The 3-47th and 4-47th 
Infantryc,ont1.njted eagle float opCrat1.ons, as the. 3.-39thlnfantry (-) 
searohed 1ts aroa of previous contact.' Throughout tho day contac;t 
was l,1m1 tvd to ,sporadic ongagQInEJnts ot _B~40. rocket, small a;rms and 
automa.tic weapons fire, No contact co\1ld be ostab11shed Wi th ~ un! t 
Size forcol the ene'my continued to employ his forces 1n small (two to 
three ' monJgroups. . , ' " 

,(a) The 3-47th Infantry ea-gle floated, southwest along 
the NUl RIVER and subsequently'beached 1ts clements at 0930 hours 
in the v1c1n1ty ot..~842.6'7 tQ.. searQh, tqc area~Sev£)ral bunkers ,Wore 
destroYE:ld, and supplies and ammunition were captured. ' At approXimate. 
If. 1400 hours, all elemonts were extracted by ATe and proceeded 1n tho 
cagle float opcration~ Until 15,0 hours, no epgagcments were made. ' 
It was at that timeA/3-47th Infantry encouhtcrod sn1po,r flrc.~h1le 
soarah1ng 1n the Vic1n1 ty of XS893660. .shortly thereafter, B and E 
Companies werv engaged with B-40 rocket and small arms f1re. Company 
A was cmployvd in,a blook1ng pos1tion 1n the v1c1n1ty of XS89366" 
while C and E Companies swept towards the blocking pos1t1on. Thv bat­
tall'ort cont1nuE:i,d.i ts operation unt1l late in the evening, It was late~ 
extraotod and return to the MRB • . 

'(b) The 4-47th Infantry cagle floated north and west 
along theBA 'DANGR1ver and bea~hed in'the v~cin1ty of XS86S737. The 
battalion oonducte.d $ thorougn searoh ,'of the area, and found 18 VC 
podies. two s-40 rocket launchers and several grenades .' Tbe va -
KIAs were tho result of artillery andairstr1kos employed1ntho area. 
At 1325 hours, B/3.47th Infantry was engaged w1th B-40 rocket and 
small arms f1re., -With the support of artillery, the oompany ~upprcs ... 
ad the enemy f1reS', -The battalion embarked ATOsc to oontinue its " 
cagle float operat1on.In tke ~t1mc a1rstr1kes, artillery and 
gunships engaged s~spocted vC' Jos1t10ns, in ~he v1cinity-of XS904725 
where the rocket fire or1g1nated,'-~t164(r hours,B and. ECompanies 
were 1nserted 1n the v1c1n1 ty of. XS906724 to sear~h and cle~r thv 
area. C'ompany- E 'found·- four ch1com carb1nes, and one .. S'7lp:m reoo1lless l 

r1fle round. ,The oompany also engaged a small group of vcr, (f1ve to 
six) running 1n the a:r:Elar, one VC KIA resultvd. Co B ~Tas also crlgagDd 
With small arms and automati0 weapons ~ireJ thooompany establishod 
oontaot and obtai Wld..fi YO va ICtA. 4s ,the ,con~continuoQ. Company 
E manE,;uvercd 1n support of C'ompany B. Together they attaoked anenemy 
bunker position ,1n thev1cin1ty of XS90S727. When the contact oeased 
tho two aompan1es swept the area and reportE:ld 10 vcr KIA • and several 

4) 
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items of equipment ~ptured, The 7-1stAir Cav aocounted for ten 
additional VC KIAs ln support of the battalion's oontaot. The air 
cav troops continued to engage small grQup ef fleeing VC, and by 1900 
hours reported nine V(! KlAs. The battalion (-) baokloaded on ATCs 
and returned to the MRB. ' 

. (c) The :3-:39th Infantry oonducted a search of its area 
of previous.contact employing Company C' in the vicinity of XS8:32633 •• 
At 09)0 hours Company C" located 12 VCwho were previously killed by 
artillery fire, and one RPG-2 rockptlauncher in the vicinity of XS83 
2633. Company C continued reconnaissance-in-force operatiOns, and at 
1020 h9urs,located five VC KIA previOUSly killed by airstrikes in the 
vicinity of XS342634. At 1340 ho~e Oompany A oommenoed airmobile 
operatiOns from BACH KIEN. and at·1400 hours had oompleted i~ inser­
tion in the viOini ty of XS838640 .• ·: ~he only contaot of the day,' OC: ... 
curred at. 14:35 hours when Company J... engaged three VC wi th w~a:Pons 
moving west from the Vicinity of XB893662, The battalion oontinued 
its search in the AO t and was lat~r o%tracted by air to BACH KIEN at 
175S"hours. The } .. 39th Infantry~as released from OPCON of the 2nd 
Brigade at 1800 hours. After exttaction of lts night k1: ts., the 4-39th 
Infantry conducted a block and sweep operation in' the northern portion 
of the AO. Company 0 was extrac,edf'rom its night defensive posi tiollS 
and reinserted '1n the vicin1ty '91' XS883752 'at 0853 hours. The compa~ 
established an east to l'{est blocJdng. posi tion ciriented tQ the 'north. 
C"ompany B subsequently made an ~lrmobj.,l~ ext::r:aotion from,NHA BE, at 
09Q5 hours, and was insertedi1'l':"t~ vicinity of XS879765. B/4-)9th 
Infantry initiated re,cont14issa.n,;e-1n-1'oroe .operations to. the south 
and west, mOving towards the bl~ok1ng posl ~:1ons established by 0;, cro ... 
pany~ The' battalion. (.) .• s ex~ra.cted from the AO and returned to 
NHA BE at 1730 hours. ThE)" 4-J9th Infantry.;was released from OPCON= 
of ~he 2nd B"rlgaq.e at 1800 hou.r~. 

" ;" ' '. '; ,",', . '. , t· 
'·',.,)~L (d) . Throughout thq day, assa:w.t orat~ of Rlver Division 
~l:~up~orte:l .. 4-47th Infan't;ry! fnlJlas am.1ru.shed while beaching the 
~p1t,.at 1320 hours. TheboC\ts enoountered B-40'rocket and aut,omatiO 
It.t~~pon fi;re from both banks of the :UNa~. FoUX'teen Navy men. and one 
.,J>~antry man were WHA, altp,ou$h the. enemy~·t'1res were quiokly sUppressed. 
:!.n; a later engagement the rive~ ~ss~ult craft reported three VC,KIA 
.. ~ captured one AK-47. Nine alrsq.-ikes Were employed during ~he,' day 
resulting in 24 VC KIA and 42 bu.n,l$;ers destroyed.,; ': 

; • I •• ~ 
" . , 

" (3) Results. of the two d.ay oper~tlon weres five U..s:~·KHA, ., 
·J6'no VN TIger Scout KHA, 37 U,S, WHAt am s1x u.s. WNRA. 'Enemy 'losses -. 
~ oonsisted of 126 VC KIA, fi vo POWs. 61 detainees , one 57mm rficoillCs 
rifle, three -13-40 rocket launche~,s, 'on~RPG-2 rooket launcher.' ,ten 
.AK-47l:s, slx ohioom carbines, one',.)8 cal plstol, one 9mm chicom 
,pistol, 11 :s;..4o rounds, one RPG-2 rounAs, 500 AX-47 rounds and six 
~-47' magazines oaptured, In addition;' 180 'bunkers we~e destroyed. 

". 
...... . . , b. Phase .11 I . 

(1) On 27 June, the Mobile Rive~lne Faroe initlated offeriS1~ 
~qperatlons in support of OperatIon TOAN TRANG - Phase II. The oper­
*ation began at 0510 hours"when the 3-34th Artillery and river assalt 
.;oraft deployed to establish ·FSB WAGON WHEEL in the vlcini ty of XS90 
)687. The 3-47th Infantry apd )-6oth Infantry were employed into tho' 
AO, oonduoting beach assaults, after Which, the two battalions attack­
od southwest and northeast respoctively, employlng eagle float teoh~ 
niques. The 3-47th Infantry 1nitially employed B and. E Companies 
in ooach assaults in the v1cini ty' of xs866680 and XS870681, while 
.Company C remained afloat as the battalion RBF. C/3-47th Infantry 
subsequently beached at xs861681 and commenoed to sweep through the 
,"rea, one engagement ocourred at' 0915 hours, The oompany engaged one 
VC:,l:n~ the vicinity of XS867680 I upon examining the VC KIA, ~ twas 
assUm~d that he was an officer. The VC woro a helmet a.nd 1felD~a:t 
and~*1ed a 9mm pistol. Contlnuing lts sweep operations C/3~47th 
Infantry observed a group of six to seven intii viduals running in the 
area; tho group was dresse4 in green uniforms. Artlllery was ~mployed 
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agalnst the group,which was evadlng the company's advanee; rosults 
of the cngagomentworc undotermlned. C-ontinu1ng 1 ts 9peratlons, the 
company moved to a PZ located In tho vlclnity of XS3568, wtroro lt 
found a chicomhandweapon (plstol). Tho battallon employed aompany 
~ ln an alrmoblle ~ssault at 1352 hours to ~xplol~ lntellig~ncc re­
ports of enemy actlvlty ln the vicln1ty of xs840645~ A search of 
that area revealod only booby traps a,nd no evidClrico of recent enomy 
aot1v1ty. The 3-47th Infantry contlnued its omploym~nt of B and E 
CO,mpan1e~ 1n oagle float and' roaonnaissanco-1n-foroe oporatlons untll 
1830 hours, at whlch tlmCl.it establlshed night dE:lfens1vo posltlons 
and. employed ambush patrols, . 

, . Durlng tho day, the ,-60th Infantry was employed oonduct. 
ing eagle float and airmoblle, operatlons, The bat1?allon conducted 
cagle float operatlons fromXS895758 to XS887030, and reconncdln 
forcel'1i thout any slgniflcant engagoments. At 1100 hours E/3-60th 
Infantry was employed in an alrmoblle assault to expl01t an lntell­
l~nce target ln tho vlclnity of'XS925740. Subsequently C/J-60th 
Infantry was also employed by alrmobllq assault to the Vicinity of 
XS903710. The bntt~llon contlnued 1ts operatlon wlthout lncldent 
unt11.1815 hours. at whloh tlme lt cstabllshod night defenslve posl­
t10ns in the vlclnity of XS87'728, XS883730 andXS913702. Throughout 
the day, D/3-5th CSv provlded a~r1nl reconnalssance and gunships 
support to tho maneuver battallons, Another va KIA was k111~ 
by the alr cav troop,when lt engaged a small group fleeing ln the 
viclnity of XS8S4692, one 9mm plstol was captured after the engagemen1 
PSYOPS actlvit1es were conducted 1n conjunotion Wlth ·People Sniffer­
mlsslons floi'ln dur1ngthe day. Flve a1rstrlkes were also employed 
1n support of the da~'s operationJ twelve bunkors were destro~. 
.' ..~ 

(2) After a qu1et and uneventful night, the MBF contlnued ' 
operatlons at dawn os 2a June. At 0340 hours, tho 3-47th Infantry 
embarked ATCs in the vlclnity of its night defensivo locatio~and 
deployed to conduct beach assaults, E/J-47th Infantry beached at 
XS708625 and commenced 1ts sweep opcratlons. B/J-47th Infantry de­
ployed to establlsha PZ ln tho viclnity of FSB YUMA. The company 
beached at XS699599and prepared for alrmobl1o operatlons. C/3.47th 
Infantry beached in tho viclnity of x:s683S85 and attacked northWest. 
At 1025 hours. B/J-47th Infantry was alrlifted to XS692642 and attack ... 
ed southwest. In thu moantlme. tho 3-60th In,fantry had embarked ATCs 
and made beaoh assaults employlng Company E at XS689661, . and. Company 
A at XS652661. C/3.60th Infantry was airlifted from XS913702 to an 
LZ'looatod atXS645636. Throughout the day.bothlnfantry battallons 
were employed 1n oxtenSlvo alrmobl1e and r1verine roles, Mul tl pIe 
lnse:r:tlons were made to seek ou~ the enemy, ·People Sniffer- mlsslon; 
conducted throughout the AO ind10ated h1gh readings of human actlvl ty 
1,n tlw, "areas of XS712620, XS718654, ,xS710643 and XS722650 earller ln 
the day. HowElver,both the ground forces and D/3-Sth A1r cav were 
-oabl.o. to locate and. engage tho enemy, The 3.47th Infantry contln­
ued lts operat10ns untl1 1820 hours, and establlshed night defenslve 
positlons at XS700618"XS688S98 and XS694618. Tho 3~60th Intantrr 
.estab11shed night defenslvoposltlons in tho Vloinity of Xs656659, 
X&734566, XS650623 and XS669037. Throughout the d.ay, the 3-34th 
Artl11ery supported the ground ,forces from FBB YUMA located at XS?O 
2606,. D/3-5th Alr Cav contlnued 1 ts supPQrt conductlng aerlal recon-: 
nalssanco and provld1ng l1ght tlre teams. Two a1rstrlkes were em­
ployed resulting in five bunkers destroyed 'and ten structures damaged 

.,. . , 

(3). At 0625 hours the oporatlon cont1nued Wlth the'J-47th 
Infantry movirlg to PBB YUMA in tho vlclni ty of XS702606 for extractl, 
At 0715 hours, the battallon (-) backloaded ATC" and returned to the 
MRB Wlthout 1ncldent. The J-60th Infantry employed C and E Compan1cE 
ln an alrmoblle assault to the vicinity of XS697598,. whero they bac~ 
loadod ATCs at 0825 hours and return~d to tho MRB. A and B Company'L 
backloaded ATCs ln the viclnity of thDir nightdefenslvG poslt1on 
at 0748 hours and 09QS hours rospE:lotlvely, and returned to tho ~. 

"-
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The 3-3~th Artiliery (-) departed FS~ YUMA, and moved to XS898615, the 
battalion ( .. ) was LRF at 1600 hours, 

· (.4) Oporations continued' on 30 June ~'11 th the ~1RF implementing 
Frag Order #4 to OPORD 55-68. The 3-34th Artillery (-) departed the 
MRB a'rea a~ 0400 hours to esta.blish FSB CHEYENE in the vicinity' of 
XS6276. The battalion arrived at 0915 hours and t\Tas LRF at 1000 hour!;. 
A/3~34th Artillery deployed from Dong Tam and joined the battalion at 
FSB CHElENE. The 3-47th Infantry and 3-60th Infantry were employed 
in beach assaults I afterwhich, both battalions were employed in sub­
soquent airmob1lo and riverine 1nscrt10ns.AtApproximately 0430 hours 
the 3-47th Infantry and 3-60th Infantrycmbarkod ATCs and proceoded 
up thE.' SONG Vi:.M CO DONG to the AO commonly ti tlod. tho "Eagle's Boak". 
B/3~60th Infantry beached,and established PZ SAlLY (XS586799) and pro­
pared for an airmobile assault to vicinity'of XB588835. A/3-6oth Inf .. 
antry beached at BED Beach #1 in the vioinity of XS612760, and Company 
E was inserted in the vicinity ofXS515794. In the meantim~, the 
3-47th Infantry had h€ached on ,GREEN B~aches,in the vicinity of XS57 
78, and was reconning-in-force northeast in ZOnB. Tho 3-47th Infantry 
encountered no significant contacts during tho day; however, at 1530 ! 
hours Company A sustain()d two U.S. KHA and t't'10 WHA from a 105mm round 
booby trap in the vicinity of XS592786. B/3-60th Infantry was air­
lifted to vicinity of XS588835 at 1115 hours, landing without inciden~ 
Shortly thereafter. one of the airlift helicopters, was enge.ged and 
downed by hostile fire in the vicinity of XS5258171 no casualties re­
sulted and the helicopter was later extracted. C/3-60th Infantry 
conducted an airmobile assault from XS612760 to vicinity of XS517825 
at 1316 hours. The battalion made, a" series of airmobile i.nsertions 
throughout the day without ineident unti11800 hours. As A/3-60th In! 
last airlift was departing a PZ in the viCinity of XS543821, it ro­
ceived sporadic small arms fire resulting in ono U.S, WEA. E/3-60th 
Infantry found one case of U,S, grenados'in the vicinity of XS542827. 
The infantry battalions subsequently established night defensive pos­
itions and employed ambush patrols. Tho 3-47th Infantry was located 
1ntho vic1nity of XS592790, .XS593789. and XS585793. The 3-6oth Inf­
antry was located ,In. tho vic1ni ty of XS5598.32. XB5.53891 and XS553812. 

(5) Operations ' qonti.n:.u~d ,on 1 July, with the 3-6oth Infantry 
commencing eagle float 'opEJrat1ons ... lfl)'vt.ng north fro~ its night defensive 
poSitions to the ,vicinity of XS54·(91J l'1ithout any sign1.ficant oontact 
or . (:ngagemcnts. Several booby traps were destroyed during the bat­
talionOsre,oon-in-force oper~tion. The3-60th Infa.ntry (-) was ex­
tra.cted in' the vicinity of XS54'791J ,a.t 18~5 hours,and returned to the 
MBB at 2350 hours, The J~47th .Infantry attacked northoast from its 
night defensive 'poSi t'ions. 4\t,0116 hours, Co~pany C received small 
arms and M-79 fire resul'ting 1"n foUr' U.S.:~.· ,The remainder of the 
day, was spent j:;xplo1 ting ,tnt(;li1g~nc() targets, us+ng -,i:a1.rmobile and 
ri verino. ,tac:rtSiosr-' with no'sign1fioanu;\'cohtact J hOl-wver, at 0832 HC>\.tt'a 
viciro. ty ofXS5947a.9,Compal'lY, c bad.· '£):p'e,U'~S~';'KBA from a 1.05mm round. 
boobr tra;p. At 1020' ,hpurs. in tho vic1,n1'ty of' xs60078,5 Company C sus­
tained one U.S. WHA :f'~¢m' a booby trap. c. (-) and ECo1p.pany backloaded 
ATCS, at 1900' hours ,in the vicinity ot XS6276 and retlu,:I1.od ,to the MEB. 
The remainder bf the batta110n embark~ ATCs from the vioinity of 
XS899622 and' XB9066:S7, .,and ,~etui~6d to ,the MRB.' " 

, . ~ 

(6) The MRF concluded the five day operation at 230,5 hours 
when the 3-34th il..rt1llory doploY(ld from FSB CEEIENNE to th(; v1c1ni ty 
of XS503753. As a resul t l , of the operation, WAive 1nt1l trat10n act­
i vj.,ties were evidently redueed. The abs€:nce of cnE..lmy conta.ct and 
cntlllY losses though smalL'( four vcr KI~J five weapons and assorted 
mtiPltions) were 'indioat1ons of t~e ,Qnemyts dosiro to eVaCofriondly 
rp~es. During the opora:~I'On three U,S, KHA 'an9-.. ,e1ght WHA resuJ.ted. 

'::::~": '*0/- -.\ . ~.<' •• ~ •• ,.:". ". .... :.~ ••. _~. • ". 

'" :, (7) O,g. '?,'JUlY th~'~13rigaded.eJ?>:J..qyed the3-60th Infantry to 
DING '~UONG Province to becomo OPCON" to. the 3rd ~rlgade, 9th Infantry 
D1 Vision. The 3-60tb. ~,Infantry \'tas "sllbsequently employed to secure 
FSBs 'established in 'thQ v\c1ri11;y of B:0ute #4. The deployment was 
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ln1t1ated at 1455 hours whc~ A/J.6oth Infantry deployed 'from the MRS 
toa PZ in the vlclnity of XS89761S. The company was .then alrllfted 
to FSB' MOORE ln' thE) vicilU ty of XS2650. Tho remainder of the battal­
ion deploy£d to the PZ, and was alrlifted to theTAOR whoro it l'las 
emploYfJd on multiple LZs. B/3-60th Infantry wasairliftE)d to FSB . 
MOHAWK in tho vicin1tyof XS24so, CompariyC to tho vicinity of xs4049, 
and Company, E to FSR LA!1BEBT in the vicin1ty of XS3249. The,battalion 
was passod OPCON to ths :3rd Bl"igade at 1830 hours. The 3-4?th Inf- • 
antry remained ,at the MB.B and.amploycd B' Company In defense' of the 
MRB and FSB. The 2/E/3-47th Infantry continued its task of sfJcuring 
a tanker (truck) in the vicin1ty ofXS64176? 'The platoon was em­
ployed on.1 July to secure the tanker Which tell through a br1dgo on .. 
30 Juno. The 3-47th Infantry oont1nued 1 ts preparat10n for operat1ori&~ 
and on 4 Ju.nc o.ommencod reoonna1ssanoe in foroe operat1ons 1n GO CON,G:, 
Prov1nce . ,i~;+~r~~,. " 

(8) . The MobI1a B,1 ver1no Force 'continued offensi VEl oporatl'o,bs 
,. on 4 July. 1mplemElnting OP mAG, 1 to OPOBD 56-68>1, The objvoti vec)f, , 

the operation was toeonduct r1 vorino and rooon.naissance in force .~. 
oporations t,o .looate and. destroy the S14th va Battalion a.nd other " 
enemy clements in ROA LOC, BOA. DONG, cau THi:.NR Distriots, GO CONG, 
Province. The operation ",'as initiated in conjunction' wi th the MBFs 
subsequent redeployment to PONG T~i. At 0415 hours, tho :3-)4th 
Artillery and its esoorting river'assault c~art deployed to establish 
FSB' }1AVEBICK in tho Vicinity of XS825S38. l'ho battalion arriVEid. at 
0600 hours and was LBF at 0645 hours. ConQurrent With the artillery 
battalion's departure, thc 3-47thlntantry'(.) procoeded to the AO 
to employ its clements in beach assaUlts, atterwhich, tho battalion 
Would attaok south and cast in .zone. 'A/3r47th Infantry boached in 
the vicinity of xs801502 at 0800 'hours, B/3-47th Infantry beached . 
shortly thereafter, ill" the Vioini ty ot ,~S814S0S. Both companies moved 
south and southeast while ro-conn1ng in' t:orce 1 E/:3-47th Infantry in­
itially remained embarked as tho BRF" a~ at 1100 hours tho company 
ooach ln the vicinity of XS7~q519 'and moved south in zone, The bat­
talion continued its operation W1thout inCident, dostroy1ng bunkers 
and policing up the arfJas oon~in1ng enemy equ1pnent and supplios •. 
~/j-4?th Infantry apprehendod three detainoes w1th weapons and tound 
two add1tio~w~apons. The detaInees were later determ1ned to be'VCS. 
Af\Othor VC was ca-oturcd by Company E. The battali'on oont1nued its 
operation until 1940 hours, at whioh timo 1t established night defen­
sivo pos.1tlonscmploY1ng C-om~ny A In the ViCinity' of XB797490, Com-. 
pany B' .in the v:icin1ty of XS783S2) and Compall3' E in the vicin1 ty of 
XS?97492., D/3-5th Air cavalry prOVided aer1al r()connaissanoe and gun­
ship support throughout the day. Neither the air cav troop or the 
battalion encountered any engagement dur1ng the operation. 

, . 
-- (9) " On S July, the MBF contInued the operation v11 th the 3-47th 
Infantry embarking ATCs In the vic1n1 ty ot its night det'ensi ve posi­
t10ns and deploying to Dong Tam. The battalion completE:;d .the trans1t 
moving through the ClIO GAO Canal, and arrived at 1500 hour;S. The' J-J9.th 
Artillery departed 'FBB MAVERICK at 0945 hours and trans 1 ted t,ha CHO, 
GAO canal to nona; Tam. The MBF departed the SOl SAP Anehora8E' at 
06)0, hours and:,:deployed by' way of the South China Sea and MY THO ' 
Ri verto Dong Tam, the transit was completcd$t 1'435 hours 1 The 3-60th 
was releasod trom OPC01J of ~ J1'd.·-Jho1.gadE1~: ro~~ to .tho 1'IRB at 
1702 hours.. ' . 

12.. RESULTS I 

-"a •. Phase II 

(1) Enemy personnel casualt1es 

PerIod 162050 thru 182030 May 

" , 
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(2) Friendly personnel casualties, 
• 

Period 162050 thru 182030 Nay 

b. Phase III 

(1) Enomy personnel casualtiesl 

Period 270510 Jun thru 012350 Jul 

Period 040415 thru 051500 Jul 

Total enemy casualties, 

~ Friendly personnel casualties I 

Period 270510 Jun thru 012350 Jul 

~riod 040415 thru 051500 Jul 

Total fr1andly casualtlesl 

13. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS, None 

KHA 

6 

KIA 

4 

o 

-zr 
KHA 

o 
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WHA 

37 

poW 

o 

WHA 

8 

o 
8 

WNHA 

6 

DET 

25 

4 

~ 

• 

WNHA 

4 

o 
T 

14. SPECIAL TECHNIQUES lOne new technique whioh nas employed SUccess_ 
fully was the JITTERBUG, The JITTERBUG Concept is a four-step proced­
ure usbd t:&. 'ltteaw, ~f.1-xt develop and. finally destroy an enemy target. 
With absolutely no pfe-reconnaissance, the Commandand. & Control Cc & C) 
aircraft of the maneuver element and an LFT enter an AO. Working as a 
team, they attempt to confirm intelligence target looations or locate 
now targets. When a target is located, five of tho troop-lift air­
craft (already loaded and airborne) are inserted to engage the target, 
If contact is made or enemy movement out of the area is deteoted, a 
second set of five lift ships is inserted to block enemy evasion taot­
ios. As the situation develops, additional troop l1fts of five or ten 
aircraft are inserted, By not committing the airmobile maneuver elem­
ents until a definite target has been located, ~roop strength is con­
served and. tho flexibility to react to any enemy move is retained. 

15. C0I1NANDER ANAJdYSIS I Throughout both phases of Operation TOAN 
TEANG, tho presence of+tho Mobile Riverine Forc8 reduced the facility 
With which NVA/VC clements could ir~ilt~te and oxfiltrate the Capital 
Military District of Saigon. The Brigade's ability to move anywhere, 
aboard TF 117 ships, itself represents a continuing deterrent to en­
emy initiatives against cities and. installations, The enemy must al­
ways consider the fact that the MRF has the capability to operate 
against his base areas, his routes of communications and his units 
whenever they may mass to launch attacks, The two phase operation 
stressed the significants of employing airmobile a~~ riverine assets, 
Tactios during both phases of the operation substantiated the conclu­
Sion that riverine and. airmobile means represent 10g1cal complements 
to one another, Assault helioopter companies were cmploy~d extensivel: 
to enhance the mobility of the Brigade, such that infantry elements 
-were inserted as required wi thin the AOs to locate, fix, and. destroy 
tho enemy. Airmobile assets 'are a must, and their availability and ~. 
utilization can vastly influence the courso of a taotical situation. 
Employment of a1r cavalry troops in support of Br1gade operations has 
had ~redominent influence in obtaining the desired tactical flcxibilit 
during engagements. In addition, the,organic firepower of the air 
cavalry troops oontributed toward destroying tho enemy. 

16. BECOl'lMENDATIONS J None 

FOR TFlli CON£liANDER. 

Inclosures, 
1. Task Organization 
2. Overlay to OPORD 45-68 
3. Overlay to OPORD 55.68 
4 Overla to OPORD 56-68 

'\:) "'~~ l\.W cs-~#~ 
DENNIS N. WORKMAN 
1LT, Inf'antry 
Adjutant 
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TASK ORGANIZATION 

1. OPOED 45-68 (Period 162050 thru 182030 May) 

HEADQUARTERS, 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division 

a. 3-47th Infantry Battalion 

b. 4-47th Infantry Battalion ( -) 

c. 3-34th Artillery Battalion (-) 

d. 3-39th Infantry Battalion ( -) OpeON 

1:::. 4-39th Infantry Battalion ( -) OPCON 

f. B/7-1st Air Cavalry 

g. Assault Helicopter Company 
----~.-~.-

2. OPORD 55-68 (Period 270510 Jun thru 012350 Jul) 

HEADQUARTERS, 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division 

a. 3-47th Infantry Battalion 

b. 3-60th Infantry Battalion 

c. 3-34th Art1llery Battalion (-) DS 
.. 

d. D/3-5th A1r Cavalry 

e. AssaUlt Helioopter Company ..' ... ~ - --

I 
i 

I 

I 
; 
I 
I 

7 
I 

l 
I 

\ 
3. Frag Order 1 to OPORD 56-68 (Period 040415 thru 051500 Jul) 

HE.l.J)QU8.RT'l:;BS, 2nd Brigade, 9th Infa.ntry Division 

a. 3-47th Infantry Battalion 

b. 3-34th Artillery Battalion (-) 

c. D/3-5th A1r Cavalry 

Inolosure 1 r CONFiODV774L 
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