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| DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, -2MD-BRIG.DE, 9TH INF.NTRY DIVISION
AP0 S4N FRaNCISCO 96372

AVDE-47MH=A e . 30 July 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operations - After Action Report

THRU; Commanding General ‘
Headquarters
9th Infantry Division
AP0 U,S, Forces 96370.

TOs Commander
United States Military iAssistance Command Vietnam
ATTNy MACJI343
AP0 U,S, Forces 96222

1, NAME OF OPERATION: OPERATION TQAN THANG.,
2, DATES OF OPERATION:

Phase I 1 162050 thru 182030 May 1968

Phase ITs 270510 Junc thru 051500 July 1968

3, LOCATION: LONG AN and HAU HGHIA Provinces, RVN, Map References:
1150,000, sheet Nr. 6229 I thru IV and 6330 II and III,

4, COMMAND AND CONTROL EEADQUARTERS i ;

Headquerters Mobile Riverine Force
2rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division
Task Force 117
5., BEPORTING OFFICERS:

a, Captain R, 8, Salzer, Commodore CTF 117,

Do Colonel B, A. David.’ CO' 2nd Bde’ 9th Inf Dliv,
(Commanding Officer until 28 May 1968}w\m

O ¢010nel Robert E, Archer, CO, 2nd Bde, 9th Inf Div,
d. LTC Williem F. Lackman, CO, 3-47th Infantry,.
e, LTC Lawrence B, Bryan, CO, 4-47th Infantry,

f, LTC John G, Hill, CO, 3-60th Infantry.
(Commanding Officer tntil 11 June 1968)

g. LTC George E, Marine, CO, 3-60th Infantry.
h. LTC W, E. Rawlinson, CO, 3=34th Artillery. L

6. TASK ORGANIZATION: Soe Inclosure #1.

7. SUPPORTING FORCES;:

a, U,S, Navy: Naval support throughout the operation was provid-
ed by Task Force 117, . Support included mutual- coordination and pre-
paratiop of operational plansard ordeg Administrative and loglstical
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A

requiremonts were effectively fulfilled, Oporational suppSrt include
escort and riverine deploymont .of combat Units, émployment of direct
and indirect Naval fires, Employment of riverine survey and undere.
water demolition teams, Tactical operations included employment of
assult support boats in eaglec float tacties, All operational support
provided assisted the Brigade in 1ts response to intelligenco targets
and subsequently to defeat the cnemy,

be  U,S, Alr Forces The 7th U,S, Alr Porce supported tactical
operations, employing pre=planncd and immediate airstrikes, Principa
targets were troops in the open, beaching sites, landing zones, bunk~
érs and other fortified fighting positionsi Alrstrikes were effecw
tively employed and no significant problems were encountered;targets
wore properly marked and identified,’

ce Army Aviation: Army aviation assets were provided through
9th Infantry Division, Maximum utilization was made of alr cavalry
units when the enemy cvaded ground forces, Hellicoptem were employed
extensively in aerial reconnaissance, people sniffer missions, and
to satuate the A0 with infantry elements in search of the enemy., When
contact was established, light fire teams and assanltt hellocopter

ocompanics ocontributed decisively toward the enemy's destruction,

d, Artillerys Artlllery fires, employed independently or with
alrstrikes and gunships, were effectively employed to destroy the
enemy and block his withdrawal from areas of contact, Response to
all fire missilons were gquick and efficlent, Artillery fires were
employed extensively to suppress hostile fire agalnst attacking
forces and to eliminate sniper activity,

8, INTELLIGENCE:

a, Goneral, Encmy activity in Salgon (during Phase 1) was char-
acterized by sporadic contdcts in the eighthprecinct (south of the
DOI Canal) and in the Sixth precinct (west of the PHU THO race track),
The predominant enemy threat to the Naval assault support boats was
considered to bc aleng the CHO GAO Canal/SONG THa/SONG VAM CO, which
was the route of entry to the AO, Previously, several underwater
mining incldents occurred along the CHO GAO, The enémy's presence
along the watcrways continuecd, and his activities included tax cole
lection and bunker construction, Within the A0, the enemy's presence
along waterways was estimated to be at squad level, However, VC and
NVA units were infiltrating and exfiltrating SAIGON. The enemy forees
included an artillery regimental command post, resupply and stagging
personnel, and a VC Command Headquarters,

b, The enemy forces within the A0 during Phase II of the oper-
ation consisted of VC/NVA forces massing to attack SAIGON, Consider-
able intelligence reports of enemy movemcnt and activities along
established .LOCs. and MSRs indicated an attack against SAIGON was
imminent, . ‘

9. MISSION:

ay Phase Ii1 Moblle Riverine Force and elements assigned to oper.

ational control of 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, attack at He
Hour, 17 May 1968, to locate, fix and destroy VC/NVA MF elements in
A0 SNAKEPIT, including an artillery regimental command post, resupply
and staging areas and & VC command headquarters 1n zone,

b. Phase II: Mobile Riverine Force conducts alrmoblle, riverine,
reconnalssance-in-foroce oporations in BEN LUC, THU THUA, Districts,
LONG AN Province and DUC HOA District, HaU NGHIA Province, to locate
fix and destroy NVA/VC elements in zone, Coincidentally interdict
enomy MSRs and LOCs,and locate enemy supply caches, - 4
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10, CONCEPT OF OPERATION:

a, Phase I:s The Brigaede's concept of operation was to employ
the 3=47th Infantry as the lead elements of a riverilne convoy into
the A0, The 3=47th Infantry would deploy from DONG TAM at 162300
May to AO AMAZON and move along the RACH VANG to the RACH XOM CAU
to XS843660, The U4-47th Infantry would follow the 3=47th Infantry,
but move to A0 SABABA and conduct eagle float operations, The 3-39tH
and 4-39th Infantry Battallion (=), OPCON to the Brigade, would be

employed in alrmoblile assaults to explolt contacts developed by the
Brigade's maneuver battalions,

b, Phase II: The scheme of maneuver involved employing the 3«60t
Infantry by riverine movement to A0 POPEYE to assault RED Beach #1
and subsequently attaeck northwest in zone, The battalion would also
be employed in airmblle assaults throughout the A0, The 3«=47th Inf-
antry would deploy by riverine movement to assault GREEN Beaches
and subsequently attack northwest in zone, Artillery supvort would

bo provided from two FSBs ostablished in tho vicinity of XS605763 and
XS8575845,

11, EXECUTION:
a, Phase I

(1) As originally conceived, the operation commenced in
accordance with OPORD 45-68, Commencing 162050 May, the 3-34th
Artillery and river assault craft doployed to establish FSB FARLY at
XS897618 to support .the transit and employment of the maneuver bat-
tallons, After conducting ecagle float operations along the NUI
River, the 3-47th Infantry beached at 0755 hours, 17 May, in the vice
inity of XS875691, The Y4«l7th Infantry beached 15 minutes later at
X5880690, after conducting eagle float operations slong the BA DANG
River, &hroughout the day B/7«1s8t Alr Cawvalry made aerial reconnaise
sance of the AQ, and support ground force in thelr attacks,

: (2) Initially, the 3-47th Infantry employed B and C
Companies to sweep south after beaching, while A and E Companies re-
mained embarked propared to reinforce contacts 1f encountered, During
1ts sweep Company B apprehended two detalnecs, «~At 0900 hours E
Company ,3-47th Infantry was inserted in the vicinity of XS861679, and
Company A inserted later at 0940 hours in the-vicinity of XS5862678,
It was during its beaching, that Company A engaged one VC who was
hiding in nipa palm near tho landing site, The first significant con-
tact of the battalion ocourred when A/3-47th Infantry-encountered VC
8nipers near the beach; one VC was killed and two U.,S, WHA resulted,
As the sniper engagement continued, it intensified; an estimated
platoon size onemy foree was employed in small groups te engaged the
advancing forces, The battalion slowly maneuvered against the insur-
gent force, Artillery, ailrstrikes and B/7-1st Air Cav reinforced the
infantry's attack, As of 1525 hours the engagement continued, Com-
peny A 3=47th Infantry had sustainod three U,S, KHA and five WHA,
Company B had one WHA, A POW was captured with his AK-47 and chicom
revolver by Company A in the vicinity of XS863677. The enemy broke
contact &d3® hours, and the 3-47th Infantry secarched the area from
Which it was engaged, 17 VC KIA were found in bunkers along the
river in the vicinity of XS862675,

(b) The L-L47th Infantry conducted its cagle float and
beaching operations without incident, and at 1300 hours 1t had moved
to the vicinity of XS867737, Shortly thereafter,it made contact with
small groups of VC snipers, Company B received three WHA from the
initial engagtment and five WHAs later, One VC tiger scout was KHA
when a grenade was tossed into B Company's position, Company E sus-
tained three WHA while moving to the vicinity of X8871636. The con-
tact terminated at 1600 hours and a search of the arca was mede,
B/4el7th Infantry accounted for two VC KIAs, and three addltional VC
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KIAs were located in the vicinlty of XS871736,

~.+ (e) The 3=-39th Infantry (-) cmploycd its Company A in
an alrmobile assault,at 1030 hours to the viecinity of XS820630 to
explolit a contact of the 7-1st.Alr Cavalry, Thirty guerrillas were
2lleged to be operating in the vieinity of XS817629, C€/3=39th Inf-
antry was airlifted to the vicinlty of XS813632 to oomplement Company
A's maneuver, Company A eapturcd threo VC and three AK-U7s, and kil~
led five VC in th& vieinity of XS815636; At 1545 hours the cnemy's
fire diminished to sporadie sniper fire, and terminated at 1600 hours,
The two companies continued its movement without further incident,

Company C established night defensive pesition in the vicinity of
XS831633, - : . :

(d). The u—BZEK~Infantry (=) made no significant engage-
ments during the day,: C/4=39th was airlifted in the northern portion
of the AO to an LZ in tho vicinity of XS893737; while B/4=39th Inf=-
antry remained at NHA BE in an BRF posture, During the day 18 alr-
strlkes were employed in support of the infantry battelions, Seven

VC KIAs were contributed to the total killed as & result of alrstrikes,
At the end of the day, 41 VC were KIA, five POW ocaptured,.ll weapons
were captured, and 107 bunkers were destroyed, Friendly casualties
were five U,S, KHA, one VN KHA, and 21 U,S, WHA, L

. S .

(2) The operation continued on the morning of 18 May, after
the units' night resupply kits were eoxtracted, The 3-47th and 4el?7th
Infantry continued eagle float operations, as the. 3=39th Infantry (-)
searched 1ts arca of previous contact, Throughout the day contact
was limlted to sporadiec engagements of B-40. rocket, small arms and
automatic weapons fire, No contact could be established with 4 umit
size force; thc enemy continued to employ his forces in small {two to
three mon&groups. . , , ' .

- (a) The 3-47th Infantry ecagle floated southwest along
thc NUI RIVER and subsequently beached its olements at 0930 hours

in the vieinity of XS842657 tq seargh the area,. Soveral bunkers wWere
destroyed, and supplies and ammunition were captured, At approxinmate-
A¥ 1400 hours all elements wore extracted by ATC and proceeded 1n the
cagle float operation, Until 1550 hours, no engagements worc madc,

It was at that time A/3-47th Infantry oncountered sniper fire while
scarching in the vicinity of XS893660., Shortly thereafter,B and E
Companics were engaged with B=40 rockot and small arms flre, Company
A was cmployed in & blooking position in the vicinity of X8893665,
while C and E Companies swept towards the blocking position, Theo bat-
talior continued .1ts operation until late in the ovening, It was latez
extractod and return to the MRB,

- -(b) The 4«47th Infantry caglc floated north and west
along the BA DANG River and beached in the viclnity of XS865737, The
battalion conducted & thorough search of the area, and found 18 VC
bodies s two B=U40 rooket launchers and several grenades,- The VC .
KIAs were the result of artillery and airstrikes employed in the area,
At 1325 hours, B/3-47th Infantry was engagod with B-40 rocket and
small arms fire,. With the support of artillery, the company suppressw
ed the cnemy fires, -The battalion embarked ATCs- to continue its
cagle float operation, In the mbap-time alrstrikes, artillery and
gunships engaged suspected VC Bositions in the vieinity of XS904725
where the rocket fire originated,:-At 1640 hours,B and E Companies
were inserted in the vicinity of XS906724 to search and clear the
area, Company E found.four chicom carbines, and one. 57mm recoilless
rifle round, -The company also cngaged & small group of VC. (five to
s1x) running in the areaj one VC KIA reosulted, Co B was also cn§5%§d
with small arms and automatic weapons fire; theo company establisho
oontact and obteippd_five VC KIA, As, tho conigel continued Company

E mancuvered in support of Company B, Togethor they attacked anenemy
bunker position in the viecinlty of XS905727. When the contact ceased
the two companies swept the arca and reported 10 VC KIA ,and several
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1tems of equipment captured, The 7-1st Air Cav accounted for ten
additional VC KIAs in support of the battalion's contasct, The &ir
cav troops continued to engage small group of fleeing VC, and by 1900
hours reported nine VC XIAs, The battalion («) backloaded on ATCS
and returned to the MREB, :

- (¢c) The 3-39th Infantry conducted a search of its aresa

of previous contact employing Company C in the vicinity of XS832633. .
At 0930 hours Company C located 12 VC who were previously killed by
artillery fire, and one RPG-2 rocket launcher in the vicinity of X883
2633, Company C continued reconnaissance-in-force operations, and at
1020 hours, located five VC KIA previously killed by airstrikes in the
vieinity of XS342634, At 1340 hoyrs Company A commenced alrmoblle
operations from RACH KIEN, and at 1400 hours had completed iMe. inser-
tion in the viecinity of XS838640, The only contact of the day, oo~
curred at 1435 hours when Company A. engaged three VC with weapons
moving west from the vicinity of X8893662, The battalion sontinued
1ts search in the A0, and was latgr extracted by alr to RACH KIEN at
1755 hours, The 3-39th Infantry was released from OPCON of the 2nd
Brigade at 1800 hourss After extpaction of 1ts night kits, the L.39th
Infantry comducted a block and sweep operation in the northern portion
of the A0, Company C was extracted from its night defensive positions
and reinserted in the vicinlity of XS883752 -at 0853 hours, The company
established an east to west blocking.position oriented to the north,
Company B subsequently made an alrmobjle extxaction from NEA EE, at
0905 hours, and was inserted in ‘the vicinity of XS879765. B/L=39th
Infantry initlated reconnaissange-in-force operations to the south
and west, moving towards the blocking positions established by G Goms
pany, The battalion (=) Has extracted from the A0 and returned to
NHA BE at 1730 hours, The 4~39th Infantry . was released from OPCON
of the 2nd Brigade at 1800 hours, S 3

o (d) Throughout th¢ day, assault craft of River Division
91 g:%uppormﬂn L-l47th Infantrys; ¥¥ was ambushed while beaching the
ynit at 1320 hours, The boats encountered B-40 rocket and automatic
weapon fire from both banks of the KINH LO., Fourteen Navy men and one
.infantry man were WHA,although the enemy;fires were quickly suppressed,
-In a later engagement the river #éssault craft reported three VC KIA
}gnd captured one AK-47, Nine airstrikes were employed during the day
resulting in 24 VC KIA and 42 bunkers desbtroyed. N

o
‘\

n (3) Results of the two day opération weres fTive U.S, KHA, -
‘dne VN Tiger Scout KHA, 37 U,S, WHA, and s8ix U,S, WNHA, Enemy losses
'oconsisted of 126 VC KIA, five POWs, 61 detainees , one 57mm rgéollles
rifle, three -B=40 rocket launchers,:ons RPG=2 rocket launcher; ten
AK~47%s, six chicom carbines, one ,38 ¢al pistol, one 9mm chicom
pistol, 11 B=40 rounds, one RPG-2 rounils, 500 AK-47 rounds and six
AR-47 magazines captured, In addition, 180 bunkers were destroyed,

be Phase . Il

LN
L

(1) On 27 June, the Moblle Rive¥ine Forece initiated offensiw
ioperations in support of Operation TOAN THANG - Phase II., The oper-
“‘ation began at 0510 hours, when the 3«34th Artillery and river assait
-oraft deployed to establish FSB WAGON WHEEL in the vicinity of XS90
3687, The 3=47th Infantry and 3«60th Infantry were employed into the’
AQ, conducting beach assaults; after which, the two battalions attacke
ed southwest and northeast respoctively, employing eagle float tech~-
niques, The 3=47th Infantry initially employed B and E Compahnies
in boach assaults in the vicinity of XS866680 and XS870681, while
Company C remained afloat as the battalion RRF, C/3-47th Infantry
subsequently beached at X5861681 and commenced to sweep through the

- area; one engagement occurred at 0915 hours, The company engaged one

VC. An, the viecinity of XS867680s upon examining the VC KIA, it was
assumed that he was an officer, The VC wore a helmet and welxgoar

ard capried a 9mm pistol, Contlnuing its sweep operations C/3=47th
Infantry observed a group of 8lx to seven individuals running in the
area; the group was dressed in green uniforms, Artillery was employed

r-
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against thc group,which was evading tho company's advance; results
of the cngagoment wore undotermined, Continuing its operations,the
company moved to & PZ located in tho vicinity of XS3568, whoreo it
found a chicom handweapon (pistol). The battalion employed Company
C'1n an alrmobile assault at 1352 hours to exploit intelligenece re-
ports of enemy activity in the vicinity of XS840645, A scarch of
that area revealed only booby traps and no evidchoce of recent cnemy
activity, The 3-U7th Infantry continued its omployment of B and E
Companies in cagle float and'roconnaissanco=in=force operations until
1830 hours; at which time,it cstablished night defensive positions
and employed ambush patrols,

-

—

. , During the day, the 3«60th Infantry was employed conduct.
ing cagle float and airmoblle opcrations, The battalion conducted
cagle float operations from XS895758 to XS887030, and reconned in
force without any significant engagements, At 1100 hours E/3-60th
Infantry was omployed in an airmobile assault to ¢xploit an intell-
igenco targot in the vicinity of XS925740, Subscquently C/3-60th
Infantry was also cmploycd by airmoblle assault to the vicinity of
X8903710, The battolion continued its operation without incident
until 1815 hours; at which time it established night dcfensive posi-
tions in the vicinity of XS873728, XS883730 and XS913702, Throughout
the day, D/3=5th Gav provided acrial reconnzissance and gunships
support to thc manecuver battalions, Another VC KIA was killed

by the alr cav troopswhen it engaged a small group fleeing in the
viocinity of X88546921 one 9mm pistol was captured efter the engagement
PSYOPS activitiecs were conducted in conjunction with "People Sniffer®
missions flown during the day., Five alrstrikes were also employed

in support of the day's oporation; twelve bunkers were destroged,

(2) After a quiet and uneventful night, the MRF continued
operations at dawn om 28 Jyne., At 0340 hours,the 3-47th Infantry
embarked ATCs in the vicinity of its night defensive locatlior;and
deployed to conduct beach assaults, E/3«47th Infantry beached at
X5708625 and commenced 1ts sweep operations. B/3=U7th Infantry dow
ployed to cstablish a PZ in the vicinity of FSB YUMA. The company
beached at XS699599 and prepared for airmobilo operations. C/3e47th
Infantry beached in the vieinity of XS683585 and attacked northwest,
At 1025 hours, B/3=47th Infantry was airlifted to XS692642 and attack-
ed southwest. In the meantime, the 3-60th Infantry had embarked ATCs
and made beach assaults employing Company E at X8689661, and Company
A at XS652661, C/3=60th Infantry was airlifted from XS913702 to an
LZ located at XS645636, Throughout thc daysboth infantry battalions
were eomployed in cxtensive airmoblile and riverine roles, Multiple
insertions were made to seek out the enemy, %Pesople Sniffer® mission
conducted throughout the A0 indicated high readings of human activity
in the areas of XS712620, XS718654, XS710643 and XS722650 earlier in
the day, However, both the ground forces and D/3=5th Air Cav were
maable to locate and gngage the enemy., The 3«47th Infantry contine
ued i1ts operations until 1820 hours, and established night defensive
positions at XS700618, XS688598 and XS694618, The 3-60th Infantry
sgtablished night defonsive positions in the vieinity of XS8656659,
X3734566, XS650623 and XS669637, Throughout the day, the 3=34th
Artillery supported the ground forces from FSB YUMA located at XS70
2606, D/3=5th Air Cav continued its support conducting aerial recon-
nalssance and providing light fire toams., Two alrstrikes were em~

Ployed resulting in five bunkers destroyed and ten structures damaged

-
-

» " {3) At 0625 hours the operation continucd with the:3=47th
Infantry moving to FSB YUMA in the vicinity of XS702606 for cxtractic
At 0715 hours, the battalion (=) backloaded ATC and returned to the
MRB without incident, The 3=60th Infantry employcd C and E Companice
in an alrmobile assault to the vicinlty of X3697598,. whero thoy back.
loaded ATCs at 0825 hours and returned to thoe MRB, A and B Company‘®c
backloaded ATCS in the vicinity of thelr night defensive position

at 0748 hours and 0905 hours respcotively, and returned to the MRB,
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The 3-34th Artillery (-) departed FSB YUMA, and moved to XS898615; thc
battalion (=) was LRF at 1600 hours, ‘

. (4) Operations continucd on 30 June with the MRF implementing
Frag Order #4 to OPORD 5568, The 3=34th Artillery (=~) departed the
MRB area at 0400 hours to cstablish FSB CHEYENE in the vicinity-of
Xs6276, The battalion arrived at 0915 hours and was LRF at 1000 hour$,
A/3=34th Artillery deployed from Dong Tam and joined the battalion at
FSB CHEYENE., The 3-47th Infantry and 3-60th Infantry were employed
in beach assaults; afterwhich, both battalions were employed in sub-
socquent alrmobile and riverine insertions.AbApproximately 0430 hours
the 3-47th Infentry and 3-60th Infantry embarked ATCs and procecded
up the SONG ViM CO DONG to the AO commonly title@ the “Eagle's Beak",
B/3<60th Infantry beached,and established PZ SAILY (XS586799) and pre-
pared for an alrmobile assault to viecinity of XS588835, A/3-60th Inf-
antry beached at RED Beach #1 in the vieinity of XS612760, and Company
E was inserted in the viclnity of XS575794, 1In the meantime, the
3-47th Infantry had beached on GREEN Beaches in the viecinity of XS57
78, and was reconning-in-force northeest in zone, Theo 3-47th Infantry
encountered no significant contacts during the day; however, at 1530 :
hours Company A susteined two U,S, KHA and two WHA from a 105mm round
booby trap in the vieinity of XS5592786, B/3-60th Infantry was air-
lifted to vicinity of XS588835 at 1115 hours, landing without incident,
Shortly therecafter, one of the airlift helicopters was engeged and
downed by hostile fire in the vicinity of XS5258173 no casualties re-
sulted and the helicopter was later extracted, C/3=-60th Infantry
conducted an ailrmobile assault from XS612760 to vicinity of XS517825
at 1316 hours, The battalion made a . serics of alrmoblle insertions
throughout the day without ineident until 1800 hours, As A/3-60th Inf
last airlift was departing a PZ in the vicinity of XS543821, it re-
ecived sporadic small arms fire resulting in one U,S, WHA, E/3-60th
Infantry found one case of U.,S, grenades in the vicinity of XS542827,
The infantry battalions subsequently e¢stablished night defensive pos-
itions and cmployed ambush patrols. The 3=47th Infantry was located

- in the vicinity of X8592790, XS593789, and X8585793., The 3-60th Inf-

antry was located.in the vieinity of XS559832, X5553891 and X3553812,

(5) Operations continued on 1 July, with the 3-60th Infantry
commencing cagle float operations, o north from its night defensive
positions to the -vicinity of‘X854§913 without any slgniflicant contact
or engagements, Several booby traps were destroyed during the bat-
talion's recon-in-force operation, The 3-60th Infantry (=) was exe
tracted in the vieinity of XS547913 at 1815 hours,and returned to the
MBB at 2350 hours, The 3=47th Infantry attacked northeast from 1ts
night defensive positions, At 0116 hours, Company C received small
arms and M=79 firec resulting in four U.S. WHA.  The remeinder of the
day was spent.gxploiting intclligence targets using airmoblle and
riverine, tastios wWith no significant‘'contact; however, at 0832 hours
vicinity of XS594789,Company C had one U,S,"KHA from 2 105mm round,
booby trap, At 1020 hours, in the wicinity of XS600785 Company C sus-
tained one U.S, WHA from a booby trap., C (=) and E Company backloaded
ATCs, at 1900 hours,in the vicinity of XS6276 and returned to the MEB,
The remaindor bf the battalioh embarked ATCs from the vieilnity of

Ly

X5899622 and X5906657, .and returned to the MRBy

o (6) The MBF concluded the five day operation at 2305 hours
when the 3-34th Artillery deployed from FSB CHEYENNE to the viecinity
of XS503753., A8 a result,.of thec operation, NVA/VC infiltration act-
ivities were evidently redueed. The absence of ¢nemy contact and
cenepy losses though small . (four VC KIA, five weapons and assorted
minltions) were indications of the enemy’s desire to evade friecndly
forecé, . During the operation three U,S, KHA ‘and eight WHA resulted,

gy CER e e P g . ’
o+ (7) oOp 2 July the'Brigade deployed the 3-60th Infantry to
DING “TUONG Province to become OPCON t&.fhe 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry
Divisiéh, The 3-60th,Infantry was subsequently employed to secure
FSBs ‘established in the vicinity of Boute #4, The deployment was

4
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initiated at 1455 hours when A/3+«60th Infantry deployed from the MBB
to a PZ in the vieinity of XS897615, The company was then airlifted
to FSB’MQOBE in the viecinlty of XS2650, The remainder of the battal-
lon deploycd to the PZ, and was airlifted to the TAOR where it was
employed on multiple L2s, B/3-60th Infantry was airlifted to FSB '
MOBAWK in the vicinity of XS2450, Company C to the vicinity of XSUL049,
and Company E to FSB LAMBERT in the vicinity of XS3249, The battalion
was passed OPCON to the 3rd Brigade at 1830 hours, Thse 3=47th Inf-
antry remained at the MRB and employed B Company in defense of the
MRB and FSB, The 2/E/3=47th Infantry continued its task of securing
a tanker (truck) in the vicinity of XS641767. The platoon Was ome
ployed on 1 July to securc the tanker which fell through & bridge on .
30 June, The 3-47th Infantry continued its preparation for operationSg

and on & June commcnced reconnaissance in force operations in GO CONG.
Province * s

- agws TV
, R
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(8) ' The Mobile Riverins Force continued offensive operations

on 4 July, implementing OP FRAG 1 to OPORD. 56-68, The objective of

the operation was to conduct riveriné and rdconnaissance in force
oporations to locate and destroy the Si4th VC Battalion and othor
enemy elements in HOA LOC, HOA, DONG, CHAU THANH Districts, GO CONG
Province, The operation was initiated in conjunction with the MRFs
subsequent redeployment to PONG TaAl. At 0415 hours, the 3=34th
Artillery and its escorting river assault oraft deployed to establish
FSB MAVERICK in the vicinity of XS825538, The battalion arrived at
0600 hours and was LBF at 0645 hours, Congurrent with the artillery
battalion's departure, the 3=47th Infantry (-) proceeded to the A0Q

to omploy its elements in beach assaultsy afterwhich, the battalion
Would atback south and east in zone, A/3e47th Infantry beached in
the vicinity of XS807502 at 0800 hours, g/j-b?th Infantry beached .
shortly thereafter, inm the vicinity of X5814505., Both companics moved
south and southeast while reconning in foree, E/3=47th Infantry in-
itially remalined embarked as tho RERF, and st 1100 hours tho company
beach 1n the vicinity of X5780519 and moved south in zonc, The bate
talion continucd its opecration without incident, destroying bunkers
and Eolicing up the areas containing onomy e€quipment and supplics, .
B/3-47th Infantry apprehended throo dotainees with weapons and found
two additiondl weapons, Tho detainees wore later dectermined to be Vs,
Another VC was captured by Company E, The battalion continued its
ogeration until 1840 hourss; at which time it establishcd night defon~
slvo positions employing Company A in the vicinlibty of XS797490, Come
pany B in the vicinity of XS783523 and Company E in the viecinity of
XS797492, D/3=5th Air Cavalry provided aerisl reconnaissance and gune
ship support throughout the day, Neither the alr cav troop or the

~battalion encountered any engagement during the operation,

S

- (9) . On 5 July, the MRF continued the operation with the 3=47th
Infantry embarking ATCs in the vicinity of its night defensive posi-
tions and deploying to Dong Tam, The battalion completed the transit
moving through the CHO GAO Canal, and arrived at 1500 hours, The: 3«38th
Artillery departed FSB MAVERICK at 0945 hours and transited the CHO.
GAO Canal to Dong Tem, The MRF departed the S50I RAP Anchorage at

0630 hours and:deployed by way of the South China S8ea and MY THO A
River to Dong Tam; the transit was completed.at 1435 hours, The 3-60th

was released from OPCON of the 3rd-Brigade and yotursed to the MEB at
1702 hours., ' -

12, RESULTS:»
~ 'a,. Phase Ii
(1) Enemy personnel casualties KIA POW DET
Period 162050 thru 182030 May 156 5 él
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(2) Friendly porsonnel casualties: \ KHA WHA WNEA
Period 162050 thru 182030 May 6 37 6

be Phase II:

(1) Encmy personnel casualties: KIA POW DET‘
Period 270510 Jun thru 012350 Jul L 25
Period OWO415 thru 051500 Jul 0 b L
Total enemy casualtioss i3 T 29

41} Friendly personnel casualtics: KHA WHA WNHA,
Period 270510 Jun thru 032350 Jul 3 8 4
Boriod OMO4L5 thru 051500 Jul 0 0 0
Total friendly casualtics; 3 8

13+ ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: None

14, SPECIAL TECHNIQUES: Onc new technique which was employed Succegs.

fylly was thce JITTERBUG, The JITTERBUG Concept is & four-step proced-
urc ustd ta Yoeate, fix, develop and finally destroy an enemy target,
With absolutely no pPe-reconnaissance, the Commandand & Control (C & C)
alrcraft of the maneuver elemont and an LFT enter an A0, Working as a
toam, they attempt to confirm intelligencoe target loocatlons or locate
new targets, When a target is located, five of the troop-lift air-
craft (alrcady loaded and airborne) are inserted to engage the target,
If contact is made or ¢hemy movement out of the area is deteoted, a
second set of five 1ift ships ls lnserted to block enemy evasion taot-
1es, As the situestion develops, additional troop lifts of five or ten
alrcraft are inserted, By not committing the alrmoblle¢ maneuver olem-
ents until a definite target has been loeated, troop strength is con-
soerved and the flexibility to react to any enemy move is retained,

15y COMMANDER ANALYSIS: Throughout both phases of Operation TOAN
THANG, the presence of the Mobile Riverine Force reduced the facllity
with which NVA/VC c¢lements could inflltmste and exfiltrate the Capital
Military District of Saigon. The Brigade's ability to move anywhere,
aboard TF 117 ships, itself represents a continuing deterrent to ene
emy inltiatives against cities and installstions, The enemy must al=-
ways consider the fact that the MRF has the capability to operate
against his base areas, his routes of communications and his units
whenever they may mass to launch attacks., The two phase operation
stressed the significants of employing airmoblle and riverine assets,
Tactics durlng both phases of the operation substaptiated the conclue
sion that riverine and airmobille means represent loglcal complements
to one another, Assault helicopter companies were employed extensivel:
to enhance the mobility of the Brigade, such that infantry elements
wore inserted as required within the AOs to locate, fix, and destroy_
the enemy, Alrmoblile assets are a must, and theilr availability and  °
utilization can vastly influence the course of a tactical situation.
Enployment of air cavalry troops in support of Brigade operations has
had predominent influence in obtaining the desired tactical flexibilit
during engagements, In addition, the.organic firepower of the air
cavalry troops contributed toward destroying the enemy,

16, RECOMMENDATIONS: None

FOR THE COMMANDER:

- ‘:JmeAx'“VLQBGJRAMAA~
Inclosures: DENNIS N. WORKMAN
1, Task Organization 1LT, Infantry
2, Overlay to OPORD 45-68 Ad jutant

3, Overlay to OPORD 55+68
L. oOverlay to OPORD 56-68 "
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TASK _ORGANIZATION

N

(Period 162050 thru 182030 May)

HEADQUARTERS, 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division

8,
b,
Ce
d.
€
T,

&

2, OPORD 55-68 (Period 270510 Jun thru 012350 Jul) /
HEADQUARTERS, 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division

2.,
b.
Ce

d,

\ e,

3-47th Infantry Battalion

b-l7th Infantry Battalion (-)
3-34th Artillery Battalion (=)
3-39th Infantry Battalion (-) OPCON
L4-39th Infantry Battalion (-) OPCON
B/7«~1st Alr Cavalry

Assault Helicopter Company

[ ——
———__ .

3=47th Infantry Battalion /
3-60th Infantry Battalion 3
3-34th Artillery Battalion (=) DS

D/3=5th Alr Cavalry

Assault Helicopter Company

3., Frag Order 1 to OPORD 56-68 (Period 040415 thru 051500 Jul)
HEADQUARTERS, 2nd Brigasde, 9th Infantry Division

a,
Do

Ce

‘Inclosure 1,

3-47th Infantry Battalion
3=34th Artillery Battalion (=)
D/3=5th Air Cavalry

CONEINEN T4,
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