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Sq~~. 17th Oav~ (id.rmo~lle), Unit F'isto:ry tor 1970. 

lO.1'Y 1970 tas:m.d the 2/17th OavaJ.r:r SqU3dron sta.....""':i.nG' out ot Camp ~1e, 
~bl1o'of Vietnam, under the coDJI:la.rid am d.i:reotion of 1m Bindup, Head­
:tars, and. ill ~"'roops a...JiI. the Ra.nt:,"8%' Com.pa.ny were located at Camp Ea.:,rle, 
Ipt to:r C :~-roop whioh st~~ :t'rom PhIl :Ba.i .~'J!rl1 A~t1eld, directl,y aoross 
613.1 QLl f'l.Iom. Camp Eagle. New Yoa::r:ts Day starleci f'or .A. Troop nn the Dl.f6 
upporb of ~~ team Shelby in oontact.. ..\::1 OH-6.\ received AK-47' gr!oUDd 
t from. an est!:. !.n.te! platoon size element acrOEC the Laotian 'I:Io:rder. 'Phe 
~ received one bit :in the tall rotor and. was f'lo':!!1 b'lOk to Camp Eagle-
L n,esat1ve OBS'.:&.aJ.t1es to the arew. :B '.i.'reop cont:1m1ed visual reconna1asance 
:lm 1st Briorrnde lUJ am supported the ra:tlo~s ,·r!.tb. overf'l.ights an LZ select.1o" 
~['""J!cop . also oo..."1ctuoted sniffer missions t.h:t:01.l.ghout the Division Area of 
'atio:l. 0 ;t':roop O:S:-6A. received 9neDF ground fire fiom eiGht to ten enetI\1 
0!1l191 resulting in two sustained a.1rcra.ft hits and o-na US FIt... The w.rA 
nO'tlll to 85th Evaaua.tion I:IoapitaJ.. Delta. T:::oop was warted to support 
er taaa Shelby \-rho had made contact with an estl.In-'l..ted squad of NV.i. .'rhe 
, was m:;n:f.t-o:d.ng a tra.ll snd COGe-rvod eibJfrb rN~'" anit en.~(~-ed with claymore 
s, .o,.a.~nta.tion grenades, and small a:rm.s fue. ~(Ihe 90ntaot resul.ted in 
tWA KIA. a::JdJ"Jne US "m. 
~~y e.rea.s of' operD.tions f'or Company L, (Ran:ro:r:), 75th L"lfanU'y., d~ 
J'o.nua:L'1 1970 wae .tho ])a. K'rong Valley and the Khe Sa.nh Pl3.ins in North-
I C~~.. Thera "r.lll oonsidera.ble increa.se in the number of ene. s1.gbt1:cp 
.ontc:v.sts ctUl'~"1G' the montbt indicating' are.::·g ot hee.v:)! enemy activity. 
ty-t!'!t!ee tea.m:J wu.re c'toployod in Janu.a:J!Y, e bservine' tIle enemy saventeen 
'll:Snt ooca.sinns and determining the loctlticn ~f f;9"'ve~l' J.a.rb"O eneIl!1 forces 
:18 a:roa of' o:pe::ations. There were 15 ene!Ill' ICrA~ s orOliited to Compa:ny L 
~ Janu.~ (I S eve~oJ. teams made oontact 'Ii in ~ha el19IlW shortly a.:ftar in­
Lon, precemtin.!.r the possibility that the 'f:N.A. w~::e utiliz:1.ng LZ wa.tche:rs 
'IO:t'e obsarvillg the 1n:::ertion of' the teams. l!t1lilcrous teams \:i.eployed in 
)a. Brong Valley haa.rd enemy signol shots at various times during t!leir 
~tim. Of'tlm these shots were aleng the ]a Krone' River, indion.tine 
, movement Wl'lJ ito bank:.. The eneIlV enoount~dd. by the teams liaS well 
"ea., usa.Uy ,.,.ea.:z:~ o=oon fa.tigues, load bea.r:i..nb eqnipment a."1d AJC1..47 
)8. 

rtl:!..u' wao oet tel! another year as the ''E;rGC, Ears, ~1 Teetli' of the Divi­
'ont:L."1.Ued t(.l G£~k out, hamper, ha:r:ass, und Cl.cct'roy the enemy. ..\ 't':r!eop 
:nued to wo:.d:..: t!1S northm:n region of the Divillion :.0 and su::;>port the 
:ri.-';t'.de. D "ToOl> slioed tile middJ e reoon ZOIlRS c..T. (} '.(.Iroop colIlIllBlldeL 
IOIlt:1S%II.'.O. ..ill·Tl!oops \-rent direct suP1l:;rl or the 3rd, 1st, 2m 2nd 
.dec respectively, and at the end af tm nonth, the 2/17th CavaJ..ry had 
·d nrr.r:e than 90 or the enemy; r..estroyed cyer '28 '!.ru.:nl:e:r::J a'ld 43 hu:tIe; ens 
.aser £1m O:le l! t.-:n trailer, and sliced 8. m'.mb~ of 12 ... 7m anti-a.ucratt 
ne ".~s .. 

--



..... ,... 

~1n.r ·the· JIOrrth of f~, ~r tees 'Jfe,re em,ployed a.J..ma" e~ iDf':t.:L­
:t1on'.~.s 1D ... Kho S81Cll Pl;\i~s a=rea o£ Qua:ng !.'r:!. lr:vince, the Tlmee­
D reg1an.~ ihe Sone Be. nlWl:, and in the ti.l.'ea. A.:pp:I:Ox:i.Dntely 30 k1b- . _.I ~ ~ 0aa.P bsle n68:1: PO 1(Ihor ao8. :P.il:D. A total cf five 
., ~ ... VG'l!fI Dacle b1 ;;na 28 teams e1l.Pll)le~ du.r1nr, th;;) l:ll:mth", lJ:m. 
., a'I!e .lQ;l1 ea a:cd Ocmp:my L E"'.18ta.1Jted OIlS .,undld .. 

~ coft~ ~t C\\l'J'Ort tothe 5J.'tt. Bni34A, and B ana C !frotIJ'B WEIN: 
6~ SIlIfOri of tl-"" lS'b IlIDI 2nd ~:d.pdt!f:! .re&PttCt1.ve\y & Del;ta "hoop wee 
.,.W eaath ot PSI·~s.e to ean4uct :::. T.aCGn1'\aUsc!1')9 i"'! tureGo (RIr) • 
. 1','" ~.u; tra.t.la \-l1th 1''..0 recent IJ.Otivit].. '!to hoop 4-1d f:iai am' 
~ ~ t~ 'bJ +.em .toot. but. aDd thlw. tthan tis" ~eA ~k -ta ~ 
rIa.. t'rMpP 1fl'.II t<mJrlli III aid Jaz:ms:r.r a:X1 eontilRlG16 Sq,uM:J:o:l IU.MJ#s 
~ tM area t".f op,rationOl.. i'.bo ':Proop we COftlposei or A. eo1'lJ8lir, 101ft 
afttaD Itl;ttaliao.· paeCIDJ'Wtl an4 ws.a ~n.ol. "itl:. OH-'A ~ s ttl Eo CD) the. ~ • 

•• _, .. .d.,:t._·Po.,....._JI .. ,..t.(. O ..... -.'-'···~"\ ... TI0-.:l_,··'l-. ,. .• ~ ....... ":; 'j:p'~"':;.."'1." 1("."1. .,.,... ............. w·£ ""'-- 1/&...19 ~~,A., ~u.., <I ,.,-; •• ~"\o ...... :... .~_ i .... \Z' ... 'IOFM ,-.~ .... • - IW~ ...... ",. ..... .... v .. u .. ~W4!5rWt 

[~lS?O" .\ 2i:;t:lo;} iit.1{'aa, t.ro& .~\"&l':' ~i {.j...'7.J J· • .i.r~iflld .d:t.:l L:=.:'. ~~~1r 
3:&t~. r .. ;;1·:·i;s. ~1lJ1u -t;h~ ;~2 1'0 j:r.~·.:":J!i1e.-H· ::t.u:t ~ t~:r-::.:;.T.r:r: ';Y!'(fn remat:a.i 
0aII.P ·;!l:~a. ·~nw ;:~..:(;O" r"..ontl:..li.'f*d (1i:i:..,Y~ .i:Ul~. <>:1'''"; t::- ~~~ :rhM '.J:r!.:~ft aal .... 
~o i:lat.K.!l p;t·.J'V.v. ... a §.(r:.mi ;retfi:":I'>.:. ... sq:_. ':'<.' O..c'1·=!. ','.-::::1 t;lC ~d.il:l .. l;e reo-
1a.1 ~.:;;: =.:: !";.r clOWLati a.j:.:..,:r.-tlf"t. 1:l ·the nw.ot:·lf.!.:" p.):r-:~::'')u r:f J:hA s·.;,uadron.'a. 
I".:-.l<i ~ "t'tN 3:;.~ ;aicf.lc .. :; Ji.O. J.b 'ia.va.1.:r;y or ~-::' ·'·'t:lOl~ '\1",:!'l OoJ!,'i;~n 11ed. by 

'Q;j:)'P (i.,j~ ::'.T~t:;r:· ",r ·i:1 .. ~ C~~a;~:1 J.~a ctf.i.llc:'. ~ .... ) ~~ :.~,:,JIl.t:\¥..:;;~ ~ C~l 
:::~. .~l!" ·."C-.JO} f: !!\-!' ~Ofl7.r.::.:iJ1l:i3.1X.'lI!t l!tU:"':: '?_'. 3:':.r s 11."'1:1. SUP: "J!"I;oc1 

18%' o\"~ ··J.i.:;a..:d;s, ~1:;.;;:,;·~(~·.;: t1':l11 ~:r;'rp..;'t1rn.,.. ;::'!Ii:.J.::.fI!!:t was p.rrideil 
oo:.rt:' !- ·ll'l:l 1}j' . "ii~.":: 5':h i,y..."br..n1. Yl"!tl il:'.v":l;'!.i ... ,..:.. ~·'.'l::' 'tn' (il u.'\j·Jl!rt.·..d, by thJ 

JpB t.>j':'.\J":icl.t~~ 'J~·;~.i.:7''?J. (I.;!.;.~E,.tri:::~~a 'Wv~~6 Ol.: --:ill '::':':' .. 3 t1J.!, Il:..~i...."'Od" S ... 3 AJ.r 
dL."'"QJ bIXl 'bY" t.7:-' 'l.:,:cvl·" 

x1. 0 ::::"';.X'pe ::';14~ ..inc=e;!;lcC. eJl8lI;..1 Sl.-:"!.:i"t:·.-y d~;.lr~ tl1e ~J.od !'rcla 15 
VJ:ItJ t;...; ,1 :~ lr;O., 'J~bo 'l~rO r~lu! ~~lTt ~ present» :In 
~·Sk~~·. Vd.ht7~ .~ ~'~j~. t"3.cund y-tF. :"l·:t"1:a:,~w! sci! 1:1, 'i;~a vioL,.:ttr of 'FS,I 
~.. (h .. 1·'~:":1: v.. C '1':r"-\opO~ ·r(.,(.:'·i"}~c. b'illiLvr !,'i.~ ~ ~ol!lld .t':b:a 
.f;!::D; a...boo:':.!n...f\U 11'~ f'r ."CPO U:M'l .,:1;: th.s .fl. It:.ui· .\.ir :,tlti..'9. '1h'l . s:::a: dar JSl 
lojf ~~..s lit-e:·!·l:".:.:j'~i£nyed. ~ 3 J.farIlht ~:5 mot·we l-lS'e3 obsern4 aat 
n'!l!'ll:!fJ '1if":.i.h t, . ., ~ J<i.1rJ~' ... ~&:3t of .!t m .o\l:,!':in:;;tQr;.. ..~ ·.o;'ioa.l : • .1r was 
~'\iad onto ~:!-.i. i:r::!.r.~u n.&lG. "". ooJll:!.'l~ tt'!;.r!~-e-:: c..z~!"~:..i...:::n..I!.·;<::"J.ltad. 'L'"ne 
;1.a- .in t!l& ):'!.:"1J~!f ccnth.;u.e~. tl:::ea:'.{1hi:t'«- ~!lP .JOn. ~!-•. '.).;1; t:l'!\' ~:MC.;.~. t"IIXl~ 
~~J..1.bK ~ l.:ltb 2'~'lDIIl O\lb:.:.:l .~:t:lIJ~l!.p:z! '.fU: :.'~I..,,"."t"l 'eli ~.')!).~ ::m~.oas..rd!al. m. 
.. i;tD:;, l\ftlr"'iJ.1\~ r·~.'f ~'r":"'a~9.~ 'if. &J»l7·1. l·p';;, -;r.~ .1~.h~i;.:~'ti-,""1l ~l"BS .. 



!:l.::: l'Ji':':';,,! -::..:.<1 ...• ;:: i..:: .... II;t: ':::lJ: ... tt.1U.~ t.C OJ,>0.i:<~~":1 ::'n Q.I.l:;.a~1' '.r~:i. Provines rod 
as u:r.e<\ B"'.1.t:l':'''fJ~ o! .;'-lJn!1 iiJ~;l~C' ((lmur.s wl.;'r'.! u1 ... c e..n'i1o~,.1d L'l the Rueng 
~ Valloy aoU"l;h •. rr Cf;l.,",,:, l:ar:le.. f.f~" 3;- Jli3i-.;' •• ·.'.ri n:.:.;;:;.4.:~"d d1.ll.'J..c--:.:; the 
h ::I'! ... u.·ul:tg:i .in ~nem] .;\.;!;.i;L'!g',3 on 27 oooasicns.. Eit~l:rli GllEl:ny ware lrilled 
tho oollq&l!' suf'te:r:ed e::.g.lt wou:ru.led.. 

rU, 30 ra.tlf..~ teams "vT:.;T.e i."lSerted tb:rO'l.!(:'!:....:.,~t tl!f\ :J.'tvi:::ion Reecnnais':lance 
f~ 1 Di ... ~tir.(."S the anemy 14 t.i:mell. l:1icsicn:; n~.~8i:.,'!lOO to Oompa."1Y L dur1.ng 
['iO~tt!l of A~U emphsized. the oapturi:D.g' of ?:tLsonc):;:J of wa.:r.. Ran.:,rer teams 
';:!:o:tOl! a;:ab:.lDhes, sensox OOnitO:dlllJ mic:::i~:ni::i1 and joint Trs/mVN' reoonnaissa.l: 
0113 into t!teU ope:r.ations. <Ihe monitorinc' ~,:;;:. nenGo:: devioes proved. nigbly 
9~Ctu! !n dtr~ooting enanw presCt1C'l and moverr,<m·~. .utillnry 1"':'1':'. zu,.J.Ship· 

lr.:::.!: &.T\Tj)loycd !n tb.e a:r.eas or e.ctivation" !:'our :r.a:l ... 'O:t' teams partioipated 
:;!-umT eonbined. ~tr"lsp with some diffioul~y anoo'l':n-l;~ed in. ooo(1ination 
to lanc:.."u:?{;e dii"i'icl1.lti<:ls and d1rfcren<'es III tootios., 

a o;?eratir ..... tr on an early morning' miGsion, an A ;.'.~'JOp ~1.mte:r:-Kille: team 
800\.1t 0:~6.\ em. one AH-lG Cobra) 1 (l.isoowred five l':VA swi.I:uninB' across a 

e ~ The orr,~6.\. :;~ecived AI{ fire fron the eneuy ar...d. tn return, called the. 
~~ Oobra. ';~1O en....,"'l"I:':OO. tho area using hiGh e.~~_osi·'-I",g nnCl. fleshste rookets. 
fit the Co1:r.ra .fu:mished protection t" the orr-6i'...r the Seou"(i went down to 
1.£ h<,4 ·~<Nld r.eoova;r.' one or the paok;:'!.. '1'he (bser.rer fJ~ol!l tho OH-6h. dis­
bod llb l=..i:r~aft a,.,c. ",11.1le re·~r.ievin{; the :,-,:-.ck, notiood that there were 
bo~s, five aiI.C',:!:L::'ono'J. pa.ckIJ, VTe2,I1CiDlJ D.t!L: r.·;M!.' equipment.. A t this 
the ':-=""P 00:':' '!',~ac::t· deoid9d to combat aS13': .11,!; a. P<;.ua.d f:r.om the .li.ero-rifie 
Ion t,,· roOO"'vo.r t~l'~ weap~·ns, equipment, c.n<'l. ':u :::cn.rch t:19 bodies. At 
houri'.i~ 14 Ap:;:::U :':110, a ni..."lO maz:. squad. j:':;';Wl th.e.- .~1. '':roop acro-rifle platoon 
~oted a eo::ibo.t as;:;;a'nlt, utiliz~ tvro lif'~ air.c:r.o.....'-'t. I:r., rue was Ncived 
IprQ3.(;'!l er exit.. T!lC squad met ,'lith nf) e:,)d~!y r'lsi:::tanaa and ~,ere able 
IInl::l't~ t!leL; ndcoion in thirty minutes, Q.1.pl;ul'inL; si:: P8.<.k:s, one .'K-4T 
50 rifle, one nel'l Soviet made cas msl;. . r..e:!!o:'nn.:' olothing, .rood-stur:rs t 
nA3~ ~('\f and qrtn6 rllp.'\l'!:f.".:'nt!~~~~:cI"',!1·i;. "~f';;;(~r ,·:;aJ.::l13l!:fn..5 l.:;~ ~ !-• .,...,. l,L... 

ua.s c::::traotod '1:8.,,1<: ';;;(1 (!ua.11g ':LT.! :;;:ar.. t.:ll~ i ~;nn~ co<m-c .~G~:<;ilrd, to the 
I J!Cll 8..2 for analisis~ ~A thaIl to nl.rloon C}-2 .. 

.': ,. 



AfJ1"il. 1 Tanc""::- +'a~"jl !:t"iZODa e':'lf.'ttcd an un" ;:t:::lil"..od nmber of.' :':TVA crossing 
er ::.ear J~3B 1:::',l.lc\J::i1" ~ Th.mteI-Killer teapj ::::::-om A 5:!'(:op was ,Jailed in t. 
lOiter tbe m'1)a... I'J..· .. 'irc~ tIlt:': r,:;com1aisr:a.r.ce~ 'til.;..:: Or~·5A sn)tted twCt lWA 
~ tho ai:!"Craft w:i.tL e-n"'i.'l..l arms fire. Th~ C:,:bra (~pr..sh:l.ps enB~d the 
r..th fl~sn~tte rooL'"Cts~ The OH-6! dipped tj'.)i;'!l. And disco1'"crctl th:J:"ee lTVA 
1 and t;rc more wcu!l(hd.; At l550 IlGurB~ fcu,r' UII-J.!! helic';)ptcra \"l'Ci'e 
b asaat£. ting the . .\ T:t'C . ..>'P, areo-I·ifle plat 00;_. J.i.nc til'3 oon:tact area~ M.a.cra;. 
gI'OWld. fire was :rec~iv~d by all a1.x~ ar..d. the f:.)1l.rth aircraft rcc1eved 

Uld tllc dooraunner was inju..""'9d· wo'UIlded" T:"::! T'llatooz:. tloved intc the a:rea 
~cove1:Ge. a i.N A bOQr f six 'i1acko, and a new AI\; ·47 rifle ~ The ICi t Carson 
osJ", ed out to th.:l enoLW and told tham to Sl"i.l'j,'Cnder and that they would 
Ll·trcatcd. After no reply' 'Was :reoe:!.vell. th(\ Troops c::'ntinued to search 
)!l. O~~ uninjure,1 :!'1[. en.r;aged the POint maI'. \"11 th hie AK-4 7 ~ The POint 
ltu::meC. tiro a:r:.d l::ille:l the lTVA. Movill3 fu."ct.her the p:i.atoon fou."ld trto 
lead ~:VA to.nd l"el!J."'vcd th~ir' na.cks. ifear a s:r.1all ,!!olld tN':: lUO~ PVA were 
dead; their packs l"CEloved, und the platOC:l rlOV'O(t buck -;,;; the LZ fQr 
ltion.' D'.'lrill!; t1:'".e gr::n1l.l.:1 op..;rations, Cobragunship's kLlled siz more INA 
scxt'Ceni.r:lg f:J:C the sroUl!d e1elilent~ 

~r atom weather hel(1 .13 and (J Troop fl"\.n ~ ei(7.!fioont nct1 vi ties in the 
! reeonnaiosa. lloe zonp.s or in the A Shau V(~.::J.'~y.., 9:.'he Trcop owntinued 
. SquIll'lron misoicna aJVl f:TIl1)7>ort the Divisi.(,.)1. :n:d{;a.c:.es~ l.3l:'ls remained 

I!:dby i."t down.cd airc~t secur.i:~ and air <.1.'.4::1 art.:i.llory adjus-iiment vre:re 
led by the Trccper. 

VI the }j.r Cav:D l'.f Troops moon the Divsi,.r~ .\.: v;:i ".;h A Troop w(.rk1ng Q)lt 

G ~ and oonorm-i;I."d.ting in the:! ])a Krong £0.";1. ::.r,r~ &u1h l'2.ains. Troops 
and 0 Also worked for the 3rd, let, au1 :'-:,r..d. Hrie(·.de renp(.ctivoly dl..lJ:"iIlb 
rroo'P D W'"....s /";.Ilplf..oY'::!d a,3 a, really react-;.,")"'l i·o:..~()c i ¢r dO'ttt.'cn o.1.roratt and was 
sible fer ~v1I];.ug {rol.'"l jeep escort O:!l IIi,:smlIlY ,47 in tho 1:'SJ; Vcghc1, 
::Ie, and BinronghaJil t.::.'na. D TI'OOP t:'q9 clsG eL17;>l~ ten man reoa:rmai.8S8Dl'I8 
"hiob 11r(:rlded scrccn;!lG Dliss10ns a.:-r. ::I.nt0.11igcr..oo f:'/r t~ Di~"'ision,; Ola 

! l&;rs) 75th Infan1iIylo oonducto.j, o~.::'.:;;t:!..OI'~ thr~t tZl\'z reu011Daissance 
rinG the period, ma:l.n!y in the Tor.:~asee VoJJ.cy, rsn Dr-':'ck area and 
;0 Ruor:g Ruollt; Vlllley; Tf.'\e three .Air CavaJ.ry Troo'Du oOlldl:..Oted speoifio 
.one to 1ncJ.uC: c., fire1i am last light secur.i t:r c:round fire ba~ s, 1.nsert1or 
:er teams, tC'.~;. (I~~.m~a a.sseecmen~s for B··,52 Mirlli:.. .. H5, and rcconnissanoe > 

.s ~o dete.e'li·~3 t~ effectiveness 01 high pcif'ormance aj.r~ atr:Uces, 
1 droPl!l:: !1cl."119 G.ropa, a.c.d. artiJJ.ery St:ri::::I1t3. .P::t.~.k teams wore als~ pro-

,0 Delta :::r~jcotcn rccuest~On 6 M.c.y a It:.u:J.ter-·!rillc"t" team while on Co 
I! isual rechlma.issanoe O1es::.on..' The ':-~:13m,y \!n.i3 ctl.:;a.zed t.Uld rem:Q.tcd in four 
:, Wed ~i~l't; 1d.101'1c't~;ra south of FSB Rip;; .'l:"ll .. 

. !I, C'n 11 i::!~ a. C,:;U:·lu::.;J.. C , .. ,:ions check tro.n I'. <'i'l b~' -4;,hl1 l.'uncc;ra TOO, .... rl:th 

. msaa looated eLst c.'f F~t:3 Spear~ At a60::;:!,. 0cnr,"'.;;n!..'::!S.1.1·:»l£! vd th the 
3 lost. ..~-:.t OH-6.~ \1aG dispatohed to f:std.!:;.::.Gh Cf)'1I:'.Uiucat1"n but the 
tealil was £'c.-1llld dc:::.(l~ B Troop ARP was 1'1.;':' ~to! ".iO recO'V'C"L' the bodies 

lililcm 

:eam ST'ottcd 12 rrrA. orossing a l'ivcr at the Throc~G'orks area. on 18 Ma;yi 
delay to c:.;t olca.!'cnce ·~o firo, th'" team cn:~:;Ag~:(I. ·the cn~:t reault1ng 
IrS-i.. .\7.1.. \7a.B t!lcn emplocd and they aoe.,....w t<!a. ::: ':' ::. :-~-: adti ticnal three 



· Fr..I.,j"T ~:r:_ ·,i;r-6J\ f:.'·"", ~ n~~u:)l/v/:'t'_ln OOl"'..duct.l~'"" ~:a.\ ~ ... :! the sout1:1/~~ A ShaU 
'7 :!"ecci ·;';;:;i Oi'!:;;:~l rL~",7' f'il'(!: 1£:"1(.; Ol"'W Ius ~,,: : . .;)t.L tit· ::-In.ke !l prC0tlution:a.r.r 
.ng i"urth~ 4' n·J:t"~h ~! ,t.h' Vc>J.lcy; The a:1rci:Yl:';; \7Z.a :::;',und to be :,m:lr-flyable, 
'as' cr.::rar. :~l3d alcng 'i.:;t'(, ·th~ unijured O~Vi .. 

F3B Katrt".:n on 24 11.o,v () ~l'OOpl S aero-rlfl,J ;jj}ltoon.7()re utilized on 
'CIUS fal')c iusorti?:.1.s.: The o'!')oration was c·);.1.d'10":;,)~ 'in cOl'ljunti,:n with a 

l:dgad.J tn.:JVe and Vias dosigned to confus';) t!:l.·~ U'lcmy no to the loaotion ef 
j;COCPS tVl':t \7C'l'e nctua1.J.y inserted. 

i SU1)-:?orr...::g Dnlta. mject ~n 28 l<!aiY', a. rcou,:!l12.i.ssar.oe team. from A Troop 
jed an INA baDe cnr.:p o::..cng Hi~~ 616 in 'the Iaonan Salient. Two'NVA 
GnenGCd one vms i=lJ.d... Further north ·three voh:i.oles w::rc erlGo-ocd, 
.ting in mJ (lorrtr::yca. 

nd Squndrc::."l!, 1 'r.;:t :JuwJ....7 oontimlcc. ctl.!'inz th~ !l~l"':t.!1 of Jun~ tooonduct 
maoonc!l in ".;h~ r.! .... dsir::!l RuccmudsSClIOC Z •. :nes~ A Tl"'OOP continued to 
rt 1st B.r1~ale 5th )[ech lIliantry, 3rd Brigade, o.nd the 54th ARVlT Div1aion~ 
ala J:1issio::.lo coIl't"l.JlUcd for the SquadZ',)l1 iclu.cling rosDi'D!:.Ilbili ty for seCU%'il. 
aircreft, cl)nduo~e b::.nb __ 'o:moge aGsnS(,1Il011'rf.l :.Ccr Eo-52 st::-lkes, rik:y sPOts, 
ortU1cI"1, c.nd. to.c-i;icO: air o::ir strUcee nn'l jJr·~tl'1i:1g f:i.rst and last 
rco':r,:Jaissu.noe a. rcUi.lC. US hc~d JilSB ~ s ~ JJ :.,' ;'~;op ()Olltim1.eC!. to n:t'l')vide a 

ion :h: !'C,e f'Jr do...r.u.ec. air.Jr3i't ~.l1d. cOlr.-oy ~·.:/~ur.i:;y alaI;:; 1'O'.1"te' 547. 00 L 
:::r, ,;·~"th Ir.:?o,Jltry ::-",:,:yod their ~(!a of o'OGr'~ i;lrmF P.ortb fJ:'Ol:l the A Sh8.u 
'I te; ~,:·,.3 hilltl c.r-::-i,1':.\Q. !Ole Sarih.~ 

; the l~ .. rst li'cek of June, the 9th BattaJ.1 .;,. 5::;tl". EVA Regiment attacked FSB 
':!y !!llil ~ ~avern~ Dllth A and B Troops S' ~':n~~:-;;0(2, the 5,t-th ARVlT Division 
Jin!c tcnI'lS nnd C .:"rw,.::,nC and C or:trol aj"ro:.~r.·: t t.J 'rl:~, p the j r. A o.ttoozs: On 
~ Tr("o, .".. ldllcd f;'..l:.' j/V;. by'IJ<:bra gt:J.d..d':)~1 .!..a ~"ur. TavcrI4 a",.~a. When the 
lvnl:r:r wcn ellf.:~OCt tell' el1E:~, 3econd;~.1 CX.:11o:,1iona rcsul tied. On ~'le tra:u 
l'P loea.ted three r~Ei? Glle b~·jroll~ .J.ld -t;, ... o Ale- ~'? r'i :?J.es wero captured.' 

.. -



:-st. ~,)~;: .• -.f July. A '~1't' ~.;) (:';.ati!1.l19d 1 tf' 1.'0 :'" ... :.!.al~1~a r.OD of th8 Khe sat'lh 
~lG au:I.~':':'·~t.i.ld:.i.:~<; ~1!..:.;l':,,"'':'I:'~ 2.T.~~ p:ccvided a i . ':,:., t~u:n .~:t.iJ.y to the ;rd 
• B and I,} Tr~'cr3 c(..l..·.:r,".;r:'d:cd on. rco~:m::la.:i.:.1;~·:·; . .:.oe, bm.o d:?~ [1.fHlesCllent 
LllcZ';1 a.nt~ Q:-str:Ut\; F.~ J;: :.un,ucnts in the .A ';.~~-~'7. Vn::.lej" D-"l': sO';.l'~h~rn reconnai 
roIlCS. ~l 6 July, Irc;'I.ctq'J.m-tcrs Troop mc.,-r·{. PM ':sto.bli9h~5. I:l forw.:tt"d 
!Sllg Tri~ Tnc followi::l;~ <ltV the rE'.mo.ind.er 01 ti.le S~u..'\l.iron olosed on 
d .lI:rJ.rri ld.rfirld with thei::.- nir Olld grour ... d :::.rJ·~,;t!'3. Thc scoonQ. IiUljor 
0. operaticn i'r.1S u:r.,a,cr \!Z!: 

:t;: at:t"tlY'ed T}n.rt ~f the 66th Regiment the f!."07J.OUS mOl1th, the 2/1.7th C:.xvalr.r 
:;:::ted oeuinst the 9th RegLIaunt believed t" :!JR,ve :drst orriw! iJ:~: south 
fro;l its sanotuar.l.ea in Iaos~ At npp:t"OXinntcly ll;OH 0 ... 1. C July; a pink 

We co:aducting Q. visual recOllllll1ssonoe in "':ihe ]'$3 Snapper area., observed 
IN!. in. th~ o,cn Il'I..c:vill& along a fresh, i1ellw~Lea.tcn trai:::'; The enell\Y vrc...S 

tely' eni;n{~ed bY' t;lO C cora. ;~p. Ac.i.di ti OXic..:::. nirf: t~::l.l1 gunshi. ps ttld ABA 
lucS'~ed. In the i:;.1itiol. cDt.,~en1; 50 liVA rtex'c killl.~u.. One ~lC'l:.:r.· later ten 
Il were killcd by h.z:licc~ors in the S!'l::le f'.ren. GCi"rtillui::g t:l reeon the 
10 pinl;- tcOlilS obaerved groups of ten to trte~lty iNA, sepo....."""'V.ted by 100-200' 
:tJ.I along the trail. The o~ \las mJor:I.ng g..""Con 'l'.nifor.n.s, with' helmets, 
~ carry:f.:::cr rIce rolls and e..'1so.ult rifJoa elld C3.!."~il1eS: .u.t l:;58H, Delta 
ld tIle Ac:r;:;··rifio Tlla;t,oon of A ~:roOTl w;)r:.: ina.1r1.i;··~. ut t:~e noint of initial 
to S':'Tcc!, the area anll onpt'tU'8 n nrisor ... '7!r" t;I:'1~ ",,'.~r:l<1Il"t; nlaced. e. nuober 

30M!' and cncr:ry eqt;.i ;::tmel4ii 011 13.l."'1d:i.nB zone J \;::1 t;le trc.il UIi--lH as it ett 
;he l ... :.st of Troop J) nc!raonnel; 

umt p,,\S 1:,c.'er.:'ia:".;~·.!y o:..:.t:':'acteci to Qu...--.ng Tr:. , Fb.'3:re initiol. rea:i?Ut :f.dC'nt­
l,:) cr..· ':u;{ ns clC)tl~~ .. t~ cf the 9":h nVA Reg1.T;J.",:.l~i~. 

y J 't:he Squa-rron OC~l".;:tnue-d. to conduct 1.-::.::."U;:2. :;:'cocr .... ~::J:;K·l1...~ of the area 
~ m two 1'!V .. v'KIA vicinity PSB Snap~)"'r ~ T:'!at c·,,·cning n wounded. iTVA w.o.s 

end ~ted. to the 18th SUrgica.:!. r:( SpJ. t~~. wht):~-e ~c l:lt01!' dtcd. of 
Two h-:::IUoi-s .. J.n.tC::i:' a :;:,on cT.traoted a t[.1 coa.".lh \ib,:> ~vas tt'kan tt; Quang Tn 

rOt:;IltiCn. In rc:\ct1cn "IiC this aoti'J::'ty, C1')wroticn Gllnoh Va.lJ.c;r, was 
d. 

of the -;':r.,' ·~~·i.:1·L'!::l <;"1c)'l.C't J~W Shcpa,1:'<! flo:l:1 '17:10 t"'\:~tl\l~ons of the ;rd 
(.A.:'1V1:r) ni;;l\l< _ tM. int~ 11,;t.B SJ::;\ih~ This ~":";IU'tef!. tilt.:'! r<'!·::'l.:i:"":'l[·.:t~s:·.nce in 

'liob t:1C &(y,,~o:{'on m. th o;:-:,:(:ns:!~l:;: acrinl [;' .. rL1j...i·::~ OC-VCJ:" 

) 1st nncl 2".lfi J3.:.'.tt.llic·~, o;;-::-d He gtir,leni; (:It V1;) c;o!li:inued to opGrote in the 
;h A end B Troops choc.ic::.-1. r'ossible iilf'il-+ :'ati":':n routes into the battle aref 
.blc escane ~i.·rcs ,\;.6~d by the ener.w: Q'T\(,r ;:It!.on Ch:tmm V.:lJ.loy closed 
::r, .d tn the S:r"":l;lrcr. ~:r(-cdi tee. w.i. th 214 (.,:?il"IllSd '.:~1'~ l,.v KIA. As the 
Bco.·~q~~ ... ·Jrt:~ro o.!ld. F 'J::r-,:ocYJ mov-od back t.:. c: ·,t,;) :::::lSo:·.!) 1:C cCiltlmJe their 



r! t!lc ,!")0."';.od -:; tl! .:::; ,~\ ... '1:' t:le 2/l?th Ca'\!. ':"i ':'~j:vc~.ycd :"n e.."'::tcusive 
t!lju:J 1"~ ·~h.1 -.;~. ·:.n;:~ ~):J.: ::<23 :Li;c:thu!T..cillr(> ':':.,. ";,1~:t£.::.~:'On :'~locnt,ed 1 ts 
cr-.l· OT)(;J~:.tion~; C 'JIl:.'1~'. .•. '::'..l...'"!1:G Tri ~ l~.;:'i(\J' ".:0 COl1c:::!:t:i:'o;~i.ng t110 entlre 
ro=.~ .A I...':: )')'[l C01JG.ttC1 •. ;.a~. (;:tte~1d ve vieua.l T..;,:t; ~·.~ss".nce ln the ;'l.':"eo. and 
v:cloood :1. r,ood de:'.'.l of rclicl>::Lc, 1ntcllig:;;;c.:'.-;;, 1":r."9"'1 If'lA \ioru:1...'1G green unif 
t'IIlcd t'11 t:-:. AK-47' s W':'!rc; :>bscr\"cd mO'V1ng G.C!",'<>i'- !;\ l,u:11Il(; zr: nc. The area. 
tl{;f.l.i:,""ed wi"th etUlShips :'.wult:"r..g in two iN .. \, ;~:.~:.I.ed:· ..in esti..'!l...'\tcd 200 log 
JrcQd bUl'J!;:crs were (lbsC'lT.'VCi.· Pldtoon pu ? ·~:~:1ts~ i;-';:IO ccmp fires, numerous 
B ~:rient.)d in e.ll Gir(!ctlons, s1:x ponchos: r .J.nd. t .. :c. j;VI. .... were obscrvcc 
l~ orr..o. c.c~d by G'Ull3h1ps. It was felt tilaii clements of 1-00 3Ot~th INA 
loa, specidioally tee 66th HVA Regiment, ha::' u ba.se camp e.nO. a hasp! tol 
~vicin1t;r. It v;a.s ~i1.s target that the nqw'drJn sousht to disciver; 

llly, D Tr:op t7<V3 ccn:u;;;.1ttcd on 19 June, c.nil they disc"rVCrcd a. complcte 
hosmtul o.nd b'.,;,;."::.t~:::' c()I1lp'l.ex~ En;mJ.cy oont:;,.o-; w:LS Ti!.(:.I::,) l'cS'.llt::..r.g in one; 

t.~ by freg:ne::ltat:-.. c::")s {;renade. ..Ul cn~my cquiJ;Cler.:: \7.i. th t.h':) r~n totaled 
~iS~ 71 CrJ..co.m c;ren. .. ·des, two rlJl1s of OC·W1.0 wi1'C;- 40 pcll:lda of dCIllo.' 

lns, lOJ~ POU!lds of rice, 24 full rucks, 100 pounds ot tlcdical supples, a 
~te sunoly ,t eu:r.-g1.cal inst:ruments anc1 On0 mc'1 rifll3, 20 pounds of doc-

A nnd B T;::'(~opa ne:ra·-rifle platoon'" .~md i:r:s(';rtcd wi-::h D Troop to 
.t the situation.' On the l~'th the Sq~(lr;J-:l r ... cr:,:r~d cpe:ra:i:;:iCI! control 
) rrno :30.0 Ccmpar.:y, f:ro';l 1st AFIlT D1Yid:: .. y..... ::"he ~I:~rl :Oao, 0. well tro.1ned 
r dit.:;1VliL.od I1o~ilo strike force, no:;;taalJ~' ~rup'!.cY'c(lty the l~ ARVl'l 
Ider ~ was i:lscrtl3d l;.nd. S\7ept o.C:rC'8S the hC::-"·j.-::nl· bo.oo o.rea objcotive~ 
)crat:t:n to:..m..;:~.'t.~!1 iJ,S a complete S'..tcess ("" ;1) Jl~.":.0 iI.nd the Sg,UI:."~n' fJ 

.0 c:;,.· r.lnm;s ('ld ,~~,~ lrac Bau back to their i ".::~ O:~;L.~S • 

. uadroll !n July l"Qma.1ncc. "OUT T:'ROiJT!1 j.n "il; lY.Y.::.ri.cn llcc<"n;."1.Oioonnce; 
J~"..!.ng the c ... o ;:-:pcrational 0'JIlltIl:!. ttnu:-:r:j a=. .:'...n !,t..a TJrc'?:i.()us tw'o Bontbs, 

:vinr; j'l.l~ o.;Iatlld..::! a. cucoesstul' com:c~.i.;..:;d uS/.rl:rJ:r cper::.:d. .. :>r .. ) tae Squndrcm. 
rl.ous te In:unch !,..;.t~ & ncr; IllCllth~' ~'.hr: rnngol."s ra:n.':d.n(}:! in ~ho v:icini ty 
Ic.ot1.o.ll border and the Khe Sa.nh Plxl.::J.s, lmi:;11 23 Ja:....y when they lllOVCd 

he . 2nd :Jri~nde (\.t1.H ~:f (l-rycrotiona a: u:nd ~ac.:'b. Is::'nnd ar.l so:rt:h of FSB 
net 

--



l ' T,~,_, ";'!l' ... ~"'.!"I;,."""", .. " -.i~U .. tC··· r"U:+';"""" A<LiT:'" .. -•.•. , ... ,...! 1.1.,,,-;"1: --,," ........... ~ss ............. \J~ \If ~ ...,""J~.c. ... J .... - ... .... ,-~ _ .... ..,; ,u............. • .• 10~ ••• t.-1. ....... t..,,, ..... , .... u.., ..... i~ ~-v 
8, bCl!it d~:: e.SCsf;~,;l : .. .,U't,.:!,. r~ virJ1.Ull reo",.:; ~':.j.sS''''.!l·>l m~~c!cr4:-;: On 21 . 
ear ".;he FSB Erue.1.cy :;.. .. ';"., n ILln cpcttoc ,.:: ;f~-':' :!.n -;;110 o!J·:-xJ.';' Luediately 
m e.unshi~j5 oIl(.,"'~ .~:r.} tcreet rosult1r.g !.t. ~":'1Qn. ~rvJ/'A!~.. il.t'!JitionaJ. 
ma,: cmd {JO cL'"'\)l;)s W'~ .. 'C eoployed in the a.re'l. .." bru;':) W""c;.,;~ 'l.UWovured 
nasorteo. sil'iCf.. bun1:.::-l"a. Two '}!VA wcr spc~;; ;(;( in "",r~ ~ bunkc:t's OLd onsaged 

ns.'Ups.' 30th iNA WO:.."'e ld.lled~ 

tlly the ~rd Brignae cvuaUatcd FSB B1poor.'... ~tho Squa<!roz:. "'rovic;ed 11 screen: 
.j we~t'i"Jr the oporat1~ Upon cCllil:r)lcti:l!l, ::ri: t'-o extractiOn. cf aU 
t:oops, tae 2./17th Co.\!' as8\1lDOd cf)Jlt:i:.o1' o;L'th,') id."ccxil area; ·F~r the 
cr (If' thc.i' dt\Y R:.1d E'~1 of ".;hc next. !" B, 1"':0. C Trooj:s cm:p1c.y~' a 
nOW' of o.1r:rlrl.l::es t'\!ld artlller;y ooncent~1;:.cns, into tl1,) 8&illC infea:J;ed 81',. 

illy, the 3qlU:ldrc'-,. ;.ssulted the :·:'SB Fipoord area. wi".ih o.··j,':.ln.tol~r;. f~ }) 
() cn.ra~t ~l':.l uS codie'J luft bel:xl:nd by tho 3rj, ::~:.~[{.::~(le. 

th 0: Autr..t3t, the SqLJ.:Jl~n ?Ontinued 8m"'r;: :_le.nc~ ("lone; -:ho w.:r'.iion 
to thc ll'.z .. :R TI'OC"l Cf;;:L··.!'lUlld direct c ... pp·n't. -I#V ·: .. ~:.c 1 &~ 7.dc. £1.s well a.a 
L"OOO !l:."4'\isa.:\llOC .. ~, a fj,:::'R+' 1101 l.."\St li,;;,:; J,~·I. ~'..li oni'~ 'a.ough;j'llt the .AO. 

Tror..ro coutimlol to r..sdst th~ ~rs a,l.",~ HA.V1T~s in the ncr~hcrn t.D. 
t"OOp ~"tml.."tb:...ne. D::14' ~:"r C::unJ) ~!lg1o ond actc:) '~i' bf:~ ~~ up forco f~;t:· the 
rm ;:r::-nl '.''''::.. )')-';0. £1. .... .,0 coz:rt1nuod azmc;', jl)cr,: -;:--::lC.vV!' escorls f'.1r the 

'P:::"O\"i'l~d noria! end. ground rcommaisoSotlI'J.":)·· ;J::r.ov:: f.'~i scrM7.lil1g and 
• for ''Tarious b:"1::::w."l ("::"Ii'ji.~X!tsi and e:.p;·c:.';.':'·: li!..:H'~l:·(J'.lS ::O&:lze:r. i"1Scrtisns 
:"o.oti:~la~ Tile '!rovp rGacte~ t" ~(:J.':" .• e '~':JL":~ ... 't, ai.t'aion~3 o:e b~~h U.S. 
r c1ctr.".c:lta and e".J.p:";:-:'~.~r~ !lULleroua t ..... :.: .1obiJ.c ~p~:t"'J.ti ,:iH) invol ,rtx:g D ~p 
r E'au aa~ O,,·rljXJ.IV;, r, • .;;.:\, the A T:l;:t.·Jp ao::. ~ -:t1. ;'1n ,,::i.l,'': ('.e.G... BD.A ~ i.'l w.:.rc a1.se 
d Q.1.l(.. r.tar!T.d. :1ilr.-.:c:;)W'; .'f :-:1 ef .. 1.:'bc:,:· : . .:.. .. t:f,··.:.,;_1'.·('..:ro.f't w.').,: t.:lJ::tc gu;::.. posi tiona 
cd. a:ul c~";t\~,i. •. 

Was \'!.tJJi",c-O: : .. '.1 f;~rcfl1; .::uvpC:!"f; of boi?~l •. tl:-.r. ::ct J1da a.nc.. tbe 1.1·~ .lill.VN 
• Th':: T1'O'-" " 'J:~'!',i:lUea j "C~ R ... -;'-'~nl l":!OC'nnc.:LH;'mc"~' :11ssi,"rts ~m.d provided 
for d')W'l).(,j .t:,:r: ... >:i:'~·.1:'~ l.n ,",::10 u;.vision .. .re •• :r(: on,:-:~'('~~;.!.c~,.,; BJl:' .. !a were 

d ::1 13· ... 52 c; :~!.~~tOtt' E..~. g(,#.:~s;" c:_.rt1lJ..:_':.~"; '::':l~";"lc.~: .. i r,!:4.T. a :,.t:.uc~ ~~ and 
:lttc.c.l.':s el?l':":':JyCd. t>: th."'l ,..~. ,;op .. 

!~::mC'Jlot9d &n1.al '~!1ts, ':I:I.~a c.!ld suu·.;.-lTtc;>.,:; t~·l'} rnngcro. Tho rangers . 
I lnclu~ed 1n'i~1."'ti vl~, ':If t:1C ..\R P as 8OC\lr'l. -IJ,:' ~~ -:::.:- :t~~ radio rel~ te31ll8. 
lon, tho ,,\BE w: ... 1 u::roc ~~ a sc~ty forcC' . ")'.1.' cr~;,~r'...:.'lc:-: LZ wtt1Dg teacs 

: tied ~ I'~£\cW-t:r tfJrO<J ;;y: downed e.1rC.l"'a.f1 ',,"1 the .~ "Irs:i.::>n .6.:::.. 

--. , 



"lrO'V'id f3d cxt:"=~::t'li""'~ r:;~Lld r.)o::>nnais&'U'lC"l, . ,m~:d t~~,l~crc'::-~'t" SC!11J,r::I:ty and 
'1, a re~ rG:.".t:tion :"' J';CC for ground un:i.tf".~ e:(.I!:..ta..:·t, a:.:1. d..1.i;:r oomoy 

Also o,""''1'l,uchos ~ .. :Ij:",";PfiI of the COIilP :::n[.;,I'·::.:~"iL""7·;·,er w::;:-e !lI'O'r.l.ded, and ;' 
t..n-ed Il~ the : lase ))(':1"(;."....:10 Hcnotion I!'oroe. ~I\ 7.ta. 'i1::.B insEll."1;'ld ... 11 th the 
Com'POl:l7 .)U 16 .t.UBlts.n sootlIod and reoovero(t;;WO downed ciroruft; re-

d. t,U) ~'Or tOf1Jl1ll in conta.ot; provided. 31 0.£;.:19 of c"JlTI'VY ~soort; o.nd 
!J1'S at ~ reoon ·!li3sa.1l0a. 

j', (r..."l.tl.JG':!'), 75,,!;h In1'nn.t:ry' de:p1oyod 38 tc:;{tJ'.,; uur1ng the montn cf Augu.st~ 

;;;J:'C ~;:rted ~t\1" ::.1$3 I.enthcmcok, in th(., 1WCl:.g :1uong VN..1cy t c:n.d. in the 
nar n...'""eo.. 'j;lourte-::n P.n('.tIy' sightings \?e1'O m::v~,; nnd oonta.ot wo.s initia.ted 
"ocnnons. 1..s c. ~SU::.t of t~se contacta .. 'i:;;vc jlVA!VC nerc killed: The 

r &USta:!.twd tl1:re:l i~.T..A and nine ~ . 

sed c~ no~1 vi 'tt in tho' lUcph.."U1t Vnlley oallcd. for ir.l!'J.';dia.tod OOI:n;:.:.o.nd 
~trol by tl:t.G 2nd Sqt1:l.d.~,.17th Oo.valZ;-, IV"'lil on 0 S~ptcmber 1970, 20 
i'!S fl\)l!l rI'H". c;r,u."'I%'taro '.I~ro\.lp, five fran. C ~r:>op, nnd. s1:t f::'CD. D Troop 

...rcho-! frt:Q C."'r:ln J~:",.g1e to ;,jl'\l'ble t4oun:Gi\in, ;l~ l!Lng,: A C ~ was :U&'llee.i.:1.tl1l.y 
lshod nnd tho ;iae"ha:lt V:U.lcy- u~lon3'..)d to t>:; C',;:t.;.:;:r.. :l:ncD\Y small. a.rms 
~x"ui.o f1ro sl::u."l',m1 :I ntll tho A,ssam tiIlb :':/ ~'1(,>~1.~1 ~ cr.'.ppllng 'ti'vM C 'i.':rOop 
:.'t Qlj.::. \7OtUldiDG t\"/C CrcVitle.,beT.9 on 8 <'IIld ; '; ;i'.]J·~.cn.bur. S:;:-:ty 'DreSlD.'e and 
Jed '.It::tl of :ltpr e fc:;: grcund c...,ern,tions al("', '~~r eN~eG. the cnc~ .crou his 
·.old .. 

, d(r~· .. jlcd .i~UI";l "i.'iJcor.l1.lli.e'sn..."lOe DdsQons -;.: the (k.'uth, }~:::;,;t, n!ld "Jest 
:ss Rpr:Ql" dc:te~a. to loonte an UL!mcwr. I':i z!- cr.f.'!V force.', 'On 3 Sept-' 
~onto.c~ ua.:; tlkeO i:ll::." Pirllto,::teGUO killed. S:J..it:'· "l()'!J ~cl6.!.erf:l th~oe kUo­
.::aorth·'ast o;~ tho !irr.;uaS'3. 

1e, .: .. :','1'00;1 oOllCcnt::-a"::;d on st'.DPO;r." ~ ~;; th.;-. l.:::r{:J .m:1t3 :'..~ th·'! vj o1n:1. ty 
otR,:..~.l:l.y. J:'-i.V3 a:.o.:t'-.:rr·:lt \'rc..:r;:- e~ot I! ,; .... tre .':'(;I~:1\' .... ~ h:1ii::., ~"'ld t\'ro INA 
1104 a-~ ·~}.!C .. I~J.1"·r,tGr~" The i-:o-:t.:.'i"l'P cOdt1n:.ted its Visual :t:'Cot:lIllla:i.ssanc 
northern r~:;;."·'IJ"\;-..tli,~&.tO·· ftOnefi t1Dd I\;sponCFj·J, to Tn1S: e ~ V()riomod aerial 
nd :om" I s. '!'~:.l 'l·d?ro.s ut.ilized near::-SB ~.::..::'loh o.nd :'$ J"1On.themsck t. 
!3JlA. I:.rc L'!.;:. :. ~ ,. 

I iIOl'btd mid ,;~(.llt!J. T.c.:..~t =i!1~3io:::~, V'itl:. t~c ';:'r In r;L;:"l}ra:.:'t; ,.u1 on 15 
t" } '.'r;-n s""T ...... cd a ·~ ... 'Oi.o- ('., .V\-'- «Cl.··".-,·~ro"j.. ("' !""",,,, .Q......... ' ........ ,.. ..... , "l tl·lI" 

, !. ~,", )'~ "''' ..... """ Ilr. -l r.'V" ~ 4""",#t..; .. ~::J\" .... $. "'_ "". ,.,~"". w' '(..\1' ......... "I ... .&. ,~ 

lI1~::".Ll:ee \~l."C Pl.\-:->lo;yod u..'ld p:ULI: team6 l' C':.!: dail{>-GS nss:)sotlcrrt rcvncled 

ley trucks G.ootr<:r<;.Jd.., ''::'~;::'' tho reron1.:ade:r ;:' -t~~ montb B 'tNop was in 
l':'rpCT'!; cif i;,h'l 1011-:: J\i('{ff :civisior.. nt :::IS]3 Oi. ', . .:..D.y. 

,,,-



- .... ' ,. .. 
""':~·~on'-,.. ..... ,:~;;? .g ... ~. ·,c:-· ....... "le ~:o ..... ,ta1n, ... ."d " ,r O'l) "'"")r'~e..::l .. · .... e '.:~,-m ::.r-1.-f ....... 
:" • .L.. . ... :~ "!~...,' ',' .I. ... ,.. '......... ...... .,........' ,-, J, ,.\,. ~\ II"" .;)I.J ~ . ' 

On "lhoni.:',;irt of.lO ~ci/talJl;er, (\,."'ld morn:i.l::g ,.':: 19 S:.'1'te ... "1l'cr, t.i.c Troop, 
~:r.:::a .n.nd' 'Jcbra (Sun.sl:'!.;a cDu~-od and d\!str:'.y:::6, one :lour to;'l'truok in tho.t 
t.r~ ":::'o1low Ul) airstr=.::cs destroyed another :,:our ton trcuk t a 51 caliber 

l "r..~ Pit, nnd scvo::-nl b'UIllrors. ;:'or tho rC)J .. 'V.Cldor (\f the month, C Troop 
,'thO soutbcm Nocmn..'l1ac:::mce OOllOS om'l;)l.~":1.(·g ;-xi.::Jk teC\Tls o:ld. the .JIll? 
0"'; C!4l r;q forC':lSf in til.:. area. 

., continued SUiY,iortill(; .. lRViJ. forces ncar :',';']') :'::orrott,OJld aort~T.'rost (,f 
:rbo.2.-ft. ~~ro'.l·s shot-ats nnd tarb"Cts 'rrcro ,!ncountcrcd,and en 18 Scp-
. tlx1 1fR.c ;1::\0 C Q1.~ ':1a.s 'ins;!)rted w:i. th A !.t':::oc p "rov.ing cor:t·;e,n~ and control 
ft, scracni!lb ':)ink tOMS, i"'lld directing ~.r:~tr:i.kes. ilcti vi V sJ:ttftcd 
A::::: 0 'ltc:1.Uy 0=,:0. ::-.nti 1~ Troop continued GU.)' ·ort f(;::, the rer:lnind~r of the 

r.1 th visual r"co~"U·~J.so:mce, 10c:,~ti~.a and (~.cstri1ticn ,·t c;').CtlY mortar .. md CU, 
OIlS, .direct-lon of '\:iDA's of o.1rstrikcs, nne fla.nlc s,;curi-+;y for u..-m:uvc~ 
mts.· 

~l'roop ccllt1I':i. ... cd to nrovide oonvot escort, ,,-i".d, \70S uvAi1,".hle fer dO'fmed 
tlft security' E!Jld r<.'ccvrJ:r:I. l .. dditiona..Uy ~)I:L~ p·."O'V':'..de~ nilbuahl)s and mreep 
II. ~,!::.JJp: 'r:.."'~c r.n'J. served. 0.5 its bnse defn.::·,. rc.:t.:1;1on :terce. one ula.toon 
cd 0.'" co~ escort tor 1:'1' ::\11:-1 C Treon "71 ':,bo "tia&1on to Dc. ~fro.lil~ 

;, ~tc!i~bcr!, ~·).::J.tl". ~;\::,c'op mpellc1. 12 ld.lono·c",;.'1l sv~,~+'h of >1311 J!iat :lor 
nBS', ;:l(1O 1:,~ :!:a::c~ , ~~hc !l:1,()\'~'O (11acovcNd -:,~. l:Y ~)ounds ca.C::J~S of rioe, 

uod ::~·~ ... 'in,nn~; :i.':';r.~::.ng' equi}ltlent. J)·~l.e t:. ',~w :::1':'''I':r..d CO'lC:"'"Sg"J, the troop 
~d OIl '~he ~ :« .. r i'ilvc da;ys before u::ct' ... .J.o-::i·:m coul(l. bo cO:ll:ocl ted • 

. J. (;~;lr; '~,}'r~_cyc,l. 0. "Ii,,,.l;<il. of 24 t\.;QlJS ';';',1:'ing the month ct oototrer. 
:i1B Vi~re. ::' .. 1.: ~ '-Ij' .• ~ in tho ~t1c1nt ty ct th':.; ~;d::. :.:a; four teams trore 1nscr'r.!d· 
'OUte 547; ~' .. : ·l,h;:· re;lu.i:-:.ii.;n:' \\'(~::-a inscrte?; :;.x. a:' :.:.:e':\1:' l.l.l~· Qu.tXI.:', Ruo T:1D9ng, 
t; n Dc;, ll:':,,: ... :::... ·t(!,:.r.~"C·!',~ ~Ji'lr:una u.JtnvJ.is.bfo.t {'':'!.It:~.\'·r. wi tY:. '~h(, enu.r:lY C:k 

C'O.ssions f'.' t ha-i ~1, oii~:. Cl.i.5ht.t~:,.cs on oi&:',; :-non:?o.:i.onz J 

con1iinuee. ou..m ')::1anco :>i. the northl?rll :. i.!(!C~3s~.nce zones o.nd ~s. 
i :rcC~.u!lJ!\i'!so:..lCtl ;:;.=.,..:; ~sco:.t~·lty ior the 3l"l:,'<t'io a."1Ci. its subordinnte clet1ents 
~orlll at f:t:.'::rii r>.'~.t1 1.-,,::;t b·crht :!"Cconna';.sSC' .. '!.',' nnd ::-ocat::'rJ:1 to cOlltact m1sa1cr 
, as in the.: two i)t'r;,"i01.1U ""lOmba, pro-,r.i.<le:', .. ,;vcr <·i.tcrr~ft (om n OQill18lld 
trol a.:ircr::t:ft fl.~rr.u b-S, the Troop C('';Y:'illlJ.·.';' ~'.ve:.l 'lillo R':I.c Boo Cct:rp~ on 
diffl;)''''Gn~ :,'~cnl;1s:l,)na" RLfta util1z,1:ug t.'. ~".rO>·r.i.:?:te Dla,yOOll ~ao can.­
Trooll A (;f',MUO":(."l\ b~,]h ~ aaseSQi'lC,n'; at IJ:'O IJ!g:'li. atr.tkeG and nrovi6, 

~ +.c eu1;l"C'~";; lJLrR miodons..- Tho aero-:..-..i.flc !llatoC'!! D~SO secure! dewned 
:; i~. i;ll.~ J)~. vi a:i r;::., A.O. . 

--



, .. 70S t:c:;;'i·1n,s~:!".orr":. 'C':l.!J:'I,..d.-t of the 1m.at ! .... ~::-:: .... .a !l1:vic::'on nnd. in 
l.?W'l'!'lor;;: of· ~)..:: 1S't :.nr'..so.C!:~ Iu'nddition -::.\ :·;:"1.hc:.::~l[\ in~cll:Lg,:m.oe 

1 ~ ioqQii~ur..3al"'.;.N' micsiona, tho Trooii (:,:..\"10.,)';: ~lot'm(!d nirc.:::uft 
"1, ~g;b~tislles crui':l:';".113 CatlP ;':o.gl.o pcrl.a:. ~,01', ::1~)!,,1 8 nnd ou;p,::..:~ to 1'tlllt;.;."'er: 

icori"tiilued to stage f:;:un'l'hu 'Jai AAF in genr::l.'al· SU-:'loort ~f the Divison.::· 
lC1uded o.~r1ol. VR's :·;J).V s, ground rccC!lllAisen':'!;e, S'tJ.::,-:-nrt for the ~"'erS, ::­

mdby fa downed aircra..."'t recave:rr; 

~Jl>0P ~P:Jrt\t1:0U8 \7Crc severly l.ilJi ted due to:- l:!onsoou nee.+.Jler~ St111, 
,~dcl four d~8 of around rccon:n.'1isS<\llQe ~ n. rcl:'.ction force for ~ 
;;, (ouae r-cu:ril::Ig an area for ranger o!l.;rntioM), (l.ll'thubes 3llS srmcpa out­
!M"[) ~e :md onrved ~s base d~~nse l"'I33.Ctioll force. 

tadron lmS rcst~o+'od fran si¢.f1ca:r::rt activity due to ,ear coDditions 
lOUt tho LlOIlth. T'bypool'lS battered the br-,s':) camp f):J. ·.., .. WO :cctt.nsions akd 
)uds 3lld prei '!')Cto.tion in the [lountninoua O':::.''ea. of OT)nTntion flL-ther restrict 
lB. The nejo::t' u1~:L ··cant a.ctivit;y oeC\l.l'.! d '3ll 22 Ceto'be:r 17hcn r'LIR and 
IBlG: 8 spetted and eD'lSC'l a.P'P~t{'ly 20 l-lYA r~S'ult1.ng in 19 eenfimei 
n .. ns in the lowlo.nds nnd large I"':ron of' BOunta:1n ~oZ pl.neod new CI::rpba£. 

mer "the 011-6.\ Scout rdrcraft. DuE.' to tl:l.'J::"i(;ind v::..?:thcr f'..nd nlI:lost totally 
ls.'\blc a.t"ens, thp. LOR W"'-s :(~ of !)crf:>mijU :!i:'!(",n!cnq rcsul>plies nnd 
,m:f.f:.:~lons. TheLOII, by ~-dnt.'\1z:g Visu..-u c(.::,.tn.et mth ita grou."l.d Cnv eas:lly 
.nto ':.lqwls n,.'"'ld irr:r.. hc'ii LZt· s .. hen thc~f.~,:· • .::r j.1 t·~ reatric·t;cdf'or UH-1Ht. 

the 1;'11000:,:1 noa,;,·::: •• tbc::e r.:lS little n1r . :\~:rCl'f.I:'.l8issnncc ,"'.ctiviV 
lroo" ·:.UIi~ 1:hr; ::"j;'st t\70 weeks of the r.:~."';:"!.: 0.::1 13 and 14 IT ovember 
alollG w11.h eo i;~$ of elltiino.;;.rs was 'inacri', J. 'r,~ ''''It:ar 1;'SB Kellyt St l!1::!.urren f 
;b;ym~ A !f\:mmcJ.:' -:1' ~e.. 105 rounds, :r:i:r.~I.·;'l~ri..i.o-,\ Ct'Cll."ldcll tmd blnst:1ng caP 

.nd ""'1' .,041",,, .... .,.'" (",.. '"'1" ,I; '1T".t'<rPn_"""' .... -..'1 ... "'···· ~~ ... nUl S .......... "In CO--"-~ 
f .... ·.~ ... \,l...., '~lUv\. .. '''''~' '""~-- ... ", j.l'v-"'f"'.u.u;...f'.'.~' ... _ 1.,.".,.- "~"'_.4 .... n,.ti.."" ~... u~v .. 

.ng i:..i. .~ P:l~V';roa:t !(I'h11 tJ{i~ o.nd olcm;:-,u-:'H C:!: IJej:tF.l. fi.:roOp W!1l'J in~erte4 just. 

.f ]'83 ~~\:l,!n~ a,r..".'i. w;ji16 attompt:;;:c; '(;0 :t'C::.l·.:rro~· ~.h(J ratlu"'er :cr,\. ~cc1vne 

. ,AK,.--4 '1 :a.ro ~ re euh. i ''-t; ili. s:U .A.RP \m-,-Jlet; o...'rJd &nnt.b.er :range~ ~crA; 

1:. (n.."'.ll(,"I.I'~.) ';5t~ ::n:f';"':'~'r.'" o.'3'91oyec. 1'.:) re.i.l~n.::· 'te'lO.S Su..~ tho- l'lonth ~ 
J: 1m. ~-::::"',~:!,~,;a.Q on reclm:.J8iss":nce a:;:O'1llld li3>31 s Rincaird ~ ~ 
[,ry o,m1:i:lct~ .: ',;::~.~ i~.t:!\:t:ce.., . !:'he cont.act ':::,i.ti t:1.p.d. (in the 16th' by l.'n!JGft" 
118 !Jrovi~. Thp. II.Occl~(: !n.tcliJ.scn:Je fer r.,so:a.tll:.:;h:tI;,'; ~~h'3 locction of' 
:anttal1"...... >30:-·t:'d !TVA.. fL'. r:tment. " Thi' BU:s :~ tGI) fr.i.t":n:t:.7 K:.A as a 

of t:10 CO'i'~,~,·.~·~.: .rue. t.) :·.:.JC1e::\cnt TI;,.:.::.the":.'r J~.",.I!.:~(;..\.' te;"'I:::,s \l.~re er.ifte4 from 
'l01"C! ':~::l.Cll c.rc~. oatc ·! .• t/~ fu:.::ll8 RuOil{; V' .... I.C:!; tiO ,,~.3·GaJ':U1.r.e i~ll trat10n 
By 'i;hc Jr~"l 1.."\00 inlio th;.J 10\'11a.nds ot: ~h·.::c. !!!'.c.dc.!l ~"Cvinoe~ llo other 

oant Bi(.)h~illgS 01:' oo~'\o !i;.'1 wero ma.de40· 



i' ~~:':'l-l.~.'.·::>ll':' ':', L''1C)';,: .~,:. t.1 . ..! 'lC::··the:r·~1.::;'-0{·'· ... -,,~, . .i ..... : }.1)11~f.! -.n-\ :"7ovded 
',.: . ~ _., '. ,... ".' ~ ...... I .. ,:>.~ d . . .. ld 1..... _.l 'u<'ll:1 ~c. .. ·fn' ... ~!; ....... ; \;e .. Il •. ! ;' ... ( ,uJ.'J.f;r\ e" "'" .;::; "' .. '1"':' \.:' ::; ,' .. :;<1 uJ:e.v;y: J. ....... 

1.en" ir. ~hc ;':'..;'1:'_) :,,: ~.' ., I' ·;c::,::.:l;Jd t:,~r.tr;.[{ ~'('. ~~. :t;·.. 2(:0.;".:1 :"'''X'')!''I ·:}3 L, (~ 
n:i.' ... .n:~r. ... \:'C~ cer...li 'k .' :C:...'~ •. :.I.') ':;0 be d:~..,'!'~·: (I ' .. 1. th,e: r:.o~.lern r:.t;:ll'l':\1ss:-'.noe 

..\ ';!: ::J(':" :""'e.elJCn."~=' .:.:. ~h J'v:::rfli3'hts, 1:lS'::':- ~t ma, :';'';'1(1. ::r''t7.·~c'ti·J:.lS e.nO. as 
o.~ :~~ fu'I' ~.h;:: 1."r:\!'.:7!.r' ttlm.:h .. un!:! ffil,? ':: .:.:; \l\aa :;"fr!iric-t,0c, 'to th3 r'se Bar; 
Ll Z:'J.JJg ,,,!t: 1:.cnilll4 

': 1st '~hI<-\'1gh ~~!'m providod poor fl~l~ ::!.:~::,:-h'J:r :i:o;,;:" t&,) S:p.H::,L':Jn, n.nd 
J ~rt}on~ 'dOre 1")st:duted in rc-:omms'·;''1;'!r.e roJ .• ,silCas. Ii Troo;; .:'.5? was 
,;(1 C.:l ? :i:;'J0 t·,) .I.'eCO'Vt.:t' SQIJC wWd.:Ii. 0(4·:8 l!;l., t ~'bi c;';.11r.!.ng a -l.t: ~'hc bcee' 

. ,. ~,.. l - 1d ~ ,- .... /': j) 1-cr O ... ,....;S.,·(,· .. , .. ~" -•. ......., .~-...,~, .. ....,,;;: j.. ~ r., "" iO'n".' . 0' .. 1i .. ~ D.: C .l.:1.:J .... i.C"'."" I C', C. .......... 114.~'" •. h... t. '-.', '" .... , ............ - '" ". \ .• 1,. .. ;» ...... "b-'-c. 
~ \73.3 h::ld. IIp "Jt::;:;:L .'J. I'oc(')::fuclr dUe to t7e'~ .,,'.;;: .~:.+, .. ~Ir~ O'_~ ·,:l't~.t Ln:1' they 
tioil.Zi!. 'th(,ir K:~' .~:. i~;!::.1 V;.;gh;l as n :..·.,,;nCl~ ,,}:l;.:'·:;·i,'J:l :-: :! .. ~~: 'f!'lr ':-'.1'!.t!l. :.cr:-op 
~rco? hi:'.1'i ~.:ns·:~;··".;~.;,;,. ~o ;:·:oni "Gor 5~llSI.)r ~c·...-i C -:8.. . ~I~:~('. .'. j··:m / :-• .1..... 7:·:-ovi,l...ld vis-
•. .; r."''' ... ·· 3 ....... .I,~" ",. M., , ........ '1'1£ .... 1J''''',..v .,>,.". t"" ""~"'O-·,·';··- ('I"" -I',.:. "'C ... T· ... ·' 'f:ILIR w...a.i ... <tiI.M,J. .....,&,&. .............. .._. _~ """"""V~ .t.1...L...1.\i., .'" -..... .:.J. '" ........ " _"'. ' •• 1 ., .. \. 1 .... _ MAo ..;...J. '.I) LO J! 

&e: ff.11;·\i· ... r~~d 't.1 ".V:; '1:'''''(''1' but rrentlnr relT,~:c::t;1(;;~ ? .. J.S~ h'·r.:ncroe niec1ons~ 

"·nc:-...~ flvf; dt'.)"", 1':'.'. ';~ ... :'}£l'::ntE"t P~(J,!), ~ .J~ ';0. nud :n~ " .. enol.: OlUOIT to Itr. 
3, 1:! c. j:i.lti. o'.".·rrli.:J.01'l;1 .:;,.nd a...-1:il)J..;:''S :r.iJ.:.~\~ ;'::"lL • .-,.·';' It, H·:.:;1ucr:.trol base Ctlr.!; 
of }~!".l:. llt~LU.":: :,::1:. Z:..: GI!..: J.~y :d.l] . .:.:1 1 ~ <:)l1.e.."r:' : '.lJ • .:l ".,HJi.r:;ycd his mwpcoted at:z.-.: 
!i'.ctj ··\t a.l.r.::r"r.f.j;.·'Jc; . . : .... 'li!:i of 'fi:'~cb I'I..'Sl.:..'.t .. ·: ' .. ~\ r:",;':",n.Q.",":7 c~lCt,JollS~ 

:lu~:.; ... onf.'~c:;.··::' ·~·..;t. :O::iI ::-<wge r~c~ ..:-.1SI'I:.::,·· r>;. :.:::ole, ctl·,lc.'v:t1.:lg six 
in ~: .. ;\11~ :l~::ih .... }~.s~ F.\:li. V:ic~:;:)·.:!S·1. " <:;.t. :.';.,;,L;!t:.. ~:'l;.;;:"r l':'ss:l.on was' 
X cn:.'r.:y 11l.lilt1::I-l,.. ... ~n. r:·"J.':·"l8 t:CUil Ln.c,<- ir ; .. :i.~ :.:- :;~.t.u.t;. :t?'..:;'::!oS P=ov.1nce. 
1V'Cl.'e'~.'-' ~ &tf.:::I.'=~~c.:: o.."I.,:v;t.4.!lg3 C!' c~a-:; .. ··;·'t"'.· .i.. .;i:.:: ·,~."'.TJ...i W(·:L<; 'JlJ!ll.o~"Cl 
Jre.: f: .. ·('ea. ~ .... ~h-='."",,;!,,:: .J;:.'~~ ~"\':11. ~r:lJ:'\) e:_": ... ·· "I~" . ~w;·!'-~ . ',~ .. ft,l1n1t ~:~,.~l~S:f caama 
i1pl:>:\~d. to . .;h~:lk -::1:E:' ;.Ht;.~.'tre"'r.t.or... :t'r;·.',·~S -.:J,:".~ t'r :,':~I >.,: •. :c'·.O:· : . ...,.08 :1J:rto 

lJ.at.,!J:I ':If .:~!., Th'n.::. !f'~'.f:"'!'~·. -·?.::-ovi.:.'.,.t;==. ;"",c-J:(;; \;~.(,,: .. l .. · ~ "~.=.r~"'...~:'.: ~~-:-- :-:j a!::rti.·",f.!f' 
enc ... j' con~~,·:}t \'l".~ l.!J.i:~ •. ".'II·~d. 

'9 Oh:!'::" ':ltr~;,··· 
to ;:rorld' 
'£J \(oJ ·~"'lr;. '. 

":.il'1\· '.~ \l\.i.t· -:;'0 J'C':U: "of 7ic·,T.1.ttg 
.,<,' •. ,.' ·,iL.: ""':"";~'';'::u ':!!(;;re 

. ...;t-r! t;r .,~~,':":' ':.~:.~) ?!;. A rf~:::: :;.i~ ".:,:1 
IJC:~ ·L~J.(.; ?'~,.: .. ;o-::-"c~,~~ , 

--

.. ' 

.. ; ... ' ... . '. ~ ..... .J. "' "'J './ ..... u., oi the 
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HISTORY OF T1iS 2D SQUADRON (AMBL) I l7'IH CAVALRY (l968) 

--
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UPPLEIlNT 'TO 2D SQUADBOH, 17TH CAViJ.,fJ UNIT HISTORY 

he begimiIlg ot 1968 found t~c 2n~ S("Iufldron in Pien Hoe, Republic of 
m folloWing their deployment '!".o srr..e. The !'irborne ca~lr:vmen continued 
in-country trC'ining and ecclw.,tiz~tion in prepli'r~tion for their f:1ret 
mission. On the 2nd of J~nue17 the SMl<~dron, in its entiret!, depPrte(4 
~ enroate to SoD€ Pe Cit-y, Phouc long Province, nepr tm Ce.",bodi2n h'>r­
Its mission weB the securing of tI.n "rea for the division CP to set up in. 
rrival the tirst }riority WAS to set up pn ede("luAte \:JP.ee ot operations. 
eC'Uired the cle~r1ng of severE"l p.cres ot thick underbrush pn~ woodlines. 
lit bese bege.n to tt:'ke shP.pe on 10 JpnUl!ry, while the ccmt'bat troopers of 
oop lind tlooe eero·J.·1fie platoon petrolled the loc~l pree to insure ttr.-t the 
ret'. was not int«:i'ered with by' the Viet Cong. 

hen, on 15 JanW!ry, the 2nd S(1UB.dron, 17th Crvt'l17 S1lW ita firSt ~t1on. 
ro--rifle pl!.toon 'WfIs on petrol wmn one s("uad wns suddenly tf'ken under 
'1 hostile forees. T~o hostUe force Md 1!Pde P.. ~ept error, however, t.\s 

at of the plntOCBl Wes very near to the p.ctien end bet"~n sweeping the ene­
le.nk. As a result, the enemy lost Pt lS#J'st 7 yn by rctUFIl rod:v count. 
etoon then Withdrew, ct-\.lliIig in e.rtillery behind it, l'nd p sweep of tho 
be llext dPy revee1ed many blood trllils, :1ndic~t1ng even ttepter cpsu."'l­
!.d been inflicted at. the enemy. Tr.1s ema1l be.ttle la'P.S to eet too stl'f.'e 
e C8VF..lrymeD for the rest of the yef'r. 

rougbout the rest of J. nuery there WI'S reletively little cont.~t 1n the 
t tb! c~W!lry. In the tl'Ie~nt1me, the s('IU!dron ecC"Uirec' 7 armored person­
rriers, ~113Is, Which "'."~re fitted with the ~CAV ldts ~nc' Assimeo to "'PH 

On the I!!Omin, ot 31 J.~nW'r.r, the day of the now inf-J!\Our Tet of"'ensive, 
1i\1rytleJ1 received P..n ut'(lent cl'11 to go to the e.id of rhouc Pinh vilJpqe 
litlS just Srluth ot their perimeter. The 8.rl!!Ored pl"tocn moved out pnd, in 
n~oon ot bit.ter fighting With veMA forces, kUled 56 of the enemy while 
Lng only ligk.t cPsuPltles themselves. It WP.S onother CP.SA of the 8(,l¥"'dron 
~hemselves proud in contect With hostUe ibrcea. 

len cane tJ.e month ot February "nn with it, two very 81gnl:f'icl'nt e'Yf!nts; 
·urn of "A" troop to -tach-em 4:Oht.t'Ol Mlc' the bpttle of Clon~ ~ Cltv. en 
I of Fabtu_t;r efT lU.'ymond C. "~rtjen, CO of "A" troop, 2d S('u·:.drcm, 'Whj.ch 
f1 with the 1st brl~de since June 1~5, rey:ortcd to lTC Julius YII. Pecton, 
adron Cormander, thpt his troop ~s returning to the sl"''lJl'dron #lnd Wp9 lit 
, ort loading lit the SOftg Pe ~irfield. Tt-.is m.orked the reunion of '!!Plly 
endS .lInd the starl ot 2 new history for the Bcupdron. T'ley were now, 
e e:xceptiCil or "C" trooP .. workin~ as a whole, tux! this 8W'1l, not t"Uite, 
:>n sized unit ~s to do tm "ork ot me.ny la!"gar units in its combPt 
rs. 

the 10th of li'ebrutry the s<"UP.dror received word ttJt:.t the m.ission of the 
1 Wt:'S to be ch."ngEd, in view of devololPents tr01!1 the Tet oN'ensive. The 
1 beg#\n pl"nn1Dg tar a move bAck to 8ien 'ba, lmoWin~ thl't t "'air next 
;ion was the I Catops area, near tte 00, which had been hit so he~vy dur­
Tat attacks. On 17:r<'e br1.1.Pry, hdlltever, the 8f"Ue drOll 8unren17 r ec e1 ved 
;t call frCl!l the city of SOil! Pc stetin&' thpt· they were under hepvy et-
I needed ass1&~~e. 'l'h: s~d:ron alerted ''I'' troop ~nd one pJAtC'lOn or 

(1) 

-.-



)p ::anc! the ))Pottle ot Sor.g Ee beg:-n. F'irst,.t'n in.tpntry com~m.r .from the 
\8 aMed to the sC"1»!dron strenrlh to f'id in the reliet ot the city. "P" 
IIlcier the cOl1l!lD.nd ot CPT Jos~ph Rozelle, deployed e10ng the ropd le~d1ng 
~ city ~nd. be~n to sweep tTorth. The ~latoon of "I." trot"!p ~n~ the in­
lCJllpAlW' moved on to the linits of the toYn where thev cl'l'!I.e under he~vy 
fire. At this t'1me ~hip ter.rtS trOll the 10lst ",r1: Er. were rer-uestec 
Blu:k Anr.;els SWUIlt?: into actirln. Th'ts ent·ire oper!ltion WP8 under the 
of the Souedron Cor1!lFnder, 1'I"" Julius ~r. Pecton, w,,",o WI'IJ orbiti~ over-
2 ccammd end control ship throu~hout the entire operp.tion. T)ur.1n'" tr.e 
three dpY bPttle the HVA re::1ment W:"s routed from the city of ~Oft' Pe .. 

r lett behind 24,3 of their deA~. The s1UE\dron ~d PQ'~in 'lTlet the eneJ!tY 
p..nd IfId emerged victorious. WhOJ"l the -eroops ~rrived at Sont:' Fe they 
lew unit to combpt but when' they departed, a sCt'nt two months 11'ter, 
re seElsoned combpt vetare,ns, with the bednnin'" of' "n outst!lty11Jttl corr.hpt 
(h1ch they Were to continue in the futtn"e. 

loon 3.8 the battle was ended the st'uadron received the '!"Iovetrlent order 
'n to f'ien Haa. Agt'in the souadron1oa.ded onto C-130's ~.nd ~de tM 
19ht to Bien~. The 8t~ at Bien HoB prov~ to be !I very shart on'? as 
Ire imediately m30e to send the souac!ron rrcrth. Their eouipnent ~r~.s to 
by' sea and all persome1 by air. The :ooint Where they would link up 

I IS ~:e.ng, R~T. This linkup w~s p',coomu11shec' on 15 t/p,reh 1 *A end the 
l began the trip by road to Hue/Phu Eai and Ce!!'p ~gle. They arrived 
lreh after an all day trip and linked up wit}'! t"e torw~rd elemente. 

squadron beg~.n to set up tor opere.tions but again their stey was e. 
le. en 20 Mp,rc\ the 80U8tTon was l'!!oved to IZ Pmlci1, SO'le 5 KY l-.1orth or 
tho adm1nistrative e1snents moved to lZ SEI.lly loIit h the 2nd 'Privedc J.~c?("­
, e.nothtJr :3 1CM r:'orth of 1.'7. Pinky. IZ Pinky had been IJ st8ri.n~ arP.a for 
VA dur1~ th: Tet otfens ive and We.s full of bunkers, trenches.. etc. 
60ntAct wae ver'7 r.dnir.lal during the SQUadron's st1'.Y t),cre and ef'tcr 
the,- again received wor~ to move out. This tirte it V'l8 to CP.r.rp Evans, 

D.l'lPl'Oxlmate1.v 15 1M rorth of Hue end 15 n' SOJth of ~ng 'ITl. TIxl 
area ot operet1on was to be ru.onp. the 1r.f2mo\lS "Street of J~". This 

r 1 higltf:v- which runs thro~h the area ~jorth of fJ'ue, bordering on the 
m~:lldn# whi\.lh 'NIlla ~rtalislX" b;r P.ernard Pbl1s dwt:UPCotar,y of' the SI3.~ 

squadron imnodtate1y belr.!lD cnmb'lt. vperations in this AO. T"e f:frst 
proved f'ru1tl08s but there wore deNnite Sil1M of th3 enemy it" tl-e 

1 the 20th or April, in 8 little vil1aP'e ce.l1ed C~o Fjlln~, the 8C'UadrOl" 
rOWld ~. portion of the eneu;v. T~en the battle Wl'S over the VC/trvA hpd 
ld 33 doo.d p.nd t"'c s('Iuadron had captured 7 POW's. This WIlS the :first 
11 contacts in the.t ~ret1 Which the c8vdrymm Soon caDlA to detest. 

~he squadron AO Was e. vitcl supply link, the A}l 10 'bridt:re w":i.ch s~r:rned 
Ib river and carried th~ tr@ffic ot hi~wElY 1, which cons is tee of nlm­
'Ply convoys mavincr ~~rth and South clong the important hi~~. On 
.ngs of the 24th an" 25th of April the souedrof\ experien:ed 1ivht JTlOl'­

·ks and responded With art Ulery tire I whic h accounted for 12 e l1eDtV 
l the Vth ot Apr.n a large enemy torco waS contacted in Cao Rang, ,1ust 



the br1~e, end both "A" ~nd "'B" troops moved in to develop the contpct. 
C ~ecton Wp.S overhNct d1rectinf2: the squedron, evacuIJtit1g WOW'Ided, recon­
ire end pin}X)inting enemy loc!'tions ror }ods Ilt'ound troops. Pe w!"s !ssis­
j Fred Crunp, then sCJ,uedron 8-3, I!Ind there were mpDy nil:rhts U'E!t t"F.ee 
ther cev"lry lee.dere went witl:lout sleep to expedite the 1!1issioTl. '1''''i8 
ct netted the st"\lB.dron 4L enelIlY' de~c' E!m 2PClfIS. 

ng the period 1 end 2 1"IIY, "A" 1'00. fiJI! troops fourd .ond destroYOO '5 
the vicinity ot Cao Ppnl."'. This Wt!S the third encounter in this- ~rep 

tire area Wf\S levelled b.V bull deBers 2nd r~n plows to p::-eclude furt"'er 
tions in the bunker complexes. Thus ended the confrontetionltl pt Cs.o 

}'.ay the 8ruedron receiver P.n uI'l'ent cllll1 to proceed t.o loP Chu, loc':!ted 
of lZ PinkJ. It developed irto 8 bflttle thpt lsstro 811 n1Pht. Jon~ pro 
came the en~ Ma lost 51 JI'IOre men, by oody CO'W'lt, to the l'irborf'e 

n. The st"'usdron, after this encounter, !!"oved its ht'se of opt!!retions t.o 
e and the troop3 moved out to the coestEil plll.ins South of p'ue. The line 
t up an LZ whl.c.h was .to become" known 38 LZ' F.orward. The 8,..~d:ron TOC 
t.he district headruarters at Phu Thu, located just South of Rue. It wps 
a of op8r.?tions for pll concerned l'.nd it did not t.olre lo~ to find out 
enat17 WPS there too. The ,first contpct c~me on 2e 1!.oy nepr the vUJ a~e 
Il::n rz, loc~ted neE'r the b~ of weter which runs alone- the copst in tMs 
Troop found the enemy end a cordon WI'S ,..ute kly thrown around the e:reP.. 

help of the ARV}Tts, e. Sister infantry eQr:rpl?rtV" some N:lI"i/y' pr-:p's ~nd }lIU .. 

S !',nd w.TfiJ.CS. The results of this encounter Were phenoml"nal liS it 
~ ~. body CO'W'lt of 163 vc~rVA for the entire tpsk force. The cPvllll'rymen 
)nsible for the ooeration eoo on 31 v.,.y the cordon WpS term1n~ted !:IS p. 

ussful mission. Or. the 2d of J1.l1Ie, ItA" Troop .. ~uring 8 swe .. p operf'tion, 
:.pcted en estinwted ene~ 'bElttelion ~nd Elnott'ter cordon WflS preUlIrer'. 
• ,Qnflu1·J'le 12 dqs 107 more of the enany fell, neE'r trev1l1e.~e of tlinh 
1e cavrll-yn'lm'lI c<Jl"uan.. These two hi~hly success.f'ul ooer"tions, it Wps 
ld out fro1"l intelliBe.nc.e. svuro~, (.1ecim~tcr1 the Y-4 p.nd Y-IO enetrtV' bltt­
Id t'he S03rd ~1V.A re,imentel heedC"uerters. f.s they hpd in the ppst., the 
avslr;roen performed their mission to the utmoet of' their ~bi.' ity PM 
It their motto of "Forw2.rdl/~ 

e 25th of June, the c~vs.lrym.en bid ferewell to their c~D:ler, I"'C 
d welcomed tlo,e new Sousdroc. COlI'I'!I.ender, I TC F~'bert .&. ClPrk, m" to 
on. This proved not only to be e. eh.cnqe of eOlIl!lllllnders, but a c .... n0'6 

also. 'lb!re bed been m~ny rlrtors Cloout tl--e 10lst beco",iruz pn ~!mo-
10n, thereby making the s('Iuadron pn air cevE'lry s('IuJi:ldrm with respon­
throu!mut the division prea of operetion. In orc!er to be,!,in the 
tre souadron, which had been utiliZed Jtluch es ,!an in~f'.try ~ttpJion 
preced1n~ months, Jrove'd into the division b,Qse c~mp et Camp ~O'le pm 

:> receive the eir cav~lry troop tJ.ey h .. d so lonC! 8wpited. "'he liT'le 
L1 continued their patrOlling and 1'1"Ihusl,w in the vicinity of Cernp 
memy contl'ct dropped eonsider~bly during th~ period. The cP'v,!alr~n 
,ob to do in prep~1ng their l'ree to recf:d.ve this new troop trd m~l'\.V 
went into the. preparation of it. At l~Bt on 12 Julv the ~dven:e . .. 



liD II Troop, 1st Sqdn, 1st Cav, arrived at ~ EaGle. They were followed 
., by the main body. On 25 July liD" troop began its in-country training 
101st .Air Assa.ult Helicopter Batta.l1on and remined in tha.t status until 
of August. The aero-rifle platoon of "D"» 1/1 began their W'ee.~ ot in­
raining at Camp EvIl.L"'ls end upon completion begc.n combat operations using 
e as their base ot ol,t'~rations. During thie period contact was a..l.loost 
heretore the squadron's bod7 count tapered ott considerably. cmd would 
to do GO tor the nel.rt three months. On 20 August "D" troop, teI'lllinating 
oountry trc.1ning, was now conbat ready. From 14 August until 30 Septem­
q,uadron tlew .32 combat assaults, 20 snatch missions, G7 light tire team 
and 256 aero-recon missions. Even though the squadron aegressively en­

to find the hostile toroe'S~ contact was s11i'-"1t s,l'ld the body count tor 
a period was onl1 58 VC,1NA. During the follow:1ng month (October) the 
~18W 185 aero-recon missions, II snatch missions, 62 liBht and heavy fire 
Lcm.s and 14 com.bo.t assaults with a.l.most no contact within the squadron's 
[)8ration. lb.e numerous. heliborne nissions coupled with extensive COtlpa­
ltoon size operations only netted 24 VC/UV,A l-1ithin the divisicn1s area. 
lon. On October 19 the squadron received nine new nuey nCobras ll which 
lihe DCharll.n mod.ls as sunships tor the squadron. 

though the sqUt'l.dron persisted in its eftorts to tind and engage t.he en­
mths ot Nove~"')r and Deoember saw only 12 r!linor oontaots which resul'::.ed 
TVA ldlled anti 6 taken prisoner. However, as a result ot its eftorts to 
m~, the squ.o.dron uncovered and ccnfisoated many cacheel ot rioe and 
In acld.ition, many bunkers and other sanotuaries used by the enelDJ" vera 
or d.lIlf1ged. The squndron also flew 1,l9.3 aero-recon ., rties, 52 sna.tch 
.,168 fire team sorties and 774 combat assault sorties. 

rrival of December also bro'L1.zht the arrival of a neli Squadron ~ommander. 
tl W. DeLoach relieved lLTC Ola.~ on .3 December and the squad.:rcn loo!cs 

e'1."e1l\1'''1'' n.~h~""'lIIent.a ll~r hi (II wAe:rilhip in 1969. 
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