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AVII-GC 1.4 MII.T 1971 

S'fIBJiXl'f: Combat Ope:rat1qns Atter .lctioa Report, Operation I...lJ6)1 
719 (H&CJ .3-32 (Rz) l (0') 

CoDlDaDder 
thrlted States H1l1taI7 Asai8ta.no.,1~~, ;~iet.Da.la __ ------
A'l'TII. IIlCJ J-05 I&D81_-:--. ~---cE~iAsi~tt~.Tii):\ 
!PO San Francisco 96222 S 6Et:En;,t R"'Eft HU2 
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" , ,Sf E.D AT TWD 
. AUTOMAT .: 

YEAR lHTERV f..U ~ 
1. (U) 'Alii!}l 0fJiAI~ - J.llISOIlSIILAsstFl aiil -~ -~ ~ 

. '~j7~'1 
2. (U) WJS cr OPJIA'l'IOI-'OOOO~:JIlJl 71 tlIroqh 06170BB Apr 71.$~)J 

3. (u) IcQC4tIOI - Iorl.bern lf1l1tarT legion 1, ItU aDd Southeaetel'2l 
LaDe. Hap, Saru. lJ:IY7, sheet. 6341, 6.342, 6.34.3, 6241, 62.42, 6243, 
6l.4l, 6142 alId 6l43, Bcale 1 :100,000. -

4. (U) ~QI:. CI <l0ttUJQ> .*DQQ'.titmn - 1lQS, XXIV Col"pB and BQS, I Corps. 

5. (U) RJPCiTDiG OllICEa - lli..-tMimt Oeaeral JaM. i. SuthorlaDd, Jr. 

6. (U) TAM awNiiw 19l1 - See ,,4Jlne~.'&') ,l'aak OrraniJlatio1'1. 

7. (C) .IBm. aRM I 
a. See Annex A, 'faak OrCaaisat1on. 

b. 7th UD1ted. States .l1r lft'CG prertded. air 8UppQl"t iJl the area 
of operation, .. Almu r, AU hpport. 

c. thdted states 7th lleet pl'CTided 'faa A.1r, OD. atatioD, troa ott 
the f,d:w:)rel of RYI. See.bllex' ,JJr ' !apport. 

XXIV CORPS Control I 035~71 
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AVII-GC 14 May 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations Af'teriction,Report, Operation LAMsON 719 (U) 

d. CINCSAC provided 'heav.¥ bomber strikes, reconnaissance ,and 
tanker, support. ' , 

, , 
8. (U) 'INTELLIGENCE - See Annex C ,Intelligence. 

9. (C) MISSION. -' XXIV Corps supports, and, a~sists I Corps attack on 
or about ~ Fe'()ffuu.y to destroy, enelll1 forc,E,ls; "and; stockpiles and sever 
en4lll1 lines of: ,.communice.:tions ,in Base Areas 604 and 611. 

10. (C) CONCEPT OF 0PERATIQN: 

a. !3ackgrow - By October, 1970, ,comb1I:lad: assessment of eneIll1 inten-
tions indlcated. that the NVA .. ~$i\ed to; , ,. , 

• "\"'~'~'Jr ...... f , 
. - \ "',.,.. . , 

(1) Str@&le~ ~b~"c~pi tid 1 city of Cambodia and cause the over-
throw ?f'·1~~·Nol·governmento . : " , ~~ . ." ' 

(2) Continue its efforts in the Republic of Vietnam and rebuild 
its logistics bases alo~ the Cambodian border adjacent to III and 
IV Corps. ,. 

, , f 
(3) Conduct intens~1ed resupply and reinforcement operations in 

southern Laos during the dry season (mid October to mid April). . 

(4) Build up levels of supplies and equipment in Northern MUi tary 
R~ion 1 to support la;J:-ge scale operatioX1~.:+n Quang Tri and Thua Thien 
Provinces during the, 1971 dry,) season .. 

b. ~anning. 

{I} Detailed planning based on the COMUSMlCV planning directive 
dated 7 Jan 71 (TS/LD), was begun on an e:rlrenie~ close hold basis. 
The initial planning group was quite small and included representatives 
of the G2 and G3, XXIV US Corps and I Corps. All initial planning was 
accomplished in a secure area within XXIV Corps Headquarters to lessen 
likelihood of disclosure. Planning guidance was passed to 8ubordinate 
units under the cover of a 17 Jan 71 message giving planning guidance 
for the 1971 Spring-Summer Campaign and offering a course of action 
and force equivalent similar to what was' act~ used in Phase I. De­
ception techniques vere considered and utilized. Owing to the; sensitivity 
of information in this area it will not be discussed farther-in this report. 

(2) LAMSON 719 was planned as a four phase operation. 

(a) In' Phase. I J . ,(operation D~~ey, g~~R;,rI), a US brigade sized 
force was to attaoi:TiIlI'''fI.'~bjl()3a~J.an·' 7} t:t~ ~jaar and secure QL 9 , ' .. "'1 { ;.f .j: .. \''; ... 

f ... '. ;\. ••. ~, J. '1.. \01 •• - , , ' : 

. ~, 
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AVII-GC 14 ~ 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation LAMSON 719 (U) 

I' 

totbe Laotian border'aft~r 'an4U"t1ii~f1~aid into the,A Shau Valley 
by the lOlat Abn Div, (Ambl). , RVN.!F vere to complete D:>V8l18nt to northern 
}oR 1 and,t.a:ke, up, pod tiona in preparatlon, for their attack against 
enemy positions, in sou.thern Laos.;: .. - ~ ,! , 

, : 

(b) In~e II, I Corpa Was to attack 8 Feb 71 with tvo reinforced 
<.f!rls!ea (,32 maneuver~ttalionB) westward along QL 9iinto southern Laos 
and occupy fixed firebases in preparation for operations against Tchepone. 
US toreea were :to oontinue to secure LOO, provide logistical, aviation, 
artillery, Tac Air and B52 support. 

• ' ' ! :". ""Ill, ;-1 :,,!',! ~.; '..,: . (( ': .• ! •. 1" 1 

(c) In Phase III, upon seinreof Tchepone, RVNJJ' were to condnot 
search aDd destroy operations in the vicinity of Tchepone. US forces 
vere:to ,cont~e' tO~lSJ!!Ioure ~ ;~d lprovidelogisties,: aviation, artil-
lery, Tac Air and B52 8upport~ , 

(d) " In Phase ,IV e, i 

1 Option! - On orqer attack~C?utbeaat along Route 922 into Base 
Area 611 'With supporting operations in the Laotian Salient. 

,.,' .iil'! I',., \.!~ "', .':: .:.'),;1 ,;'t:·.,l~I·.·,.:,I,.~ .. : " . .' 

.& . Option B - On order, withdraw from Laos back alongQL 9. US 
forces) eon~inueto provide LOO,.ecur.1t7, logistiCS, aviation, artil­
lery, Tae Air ,.ai1d B;2support. ,'" 

(,3) , Planning :Schedule. 

7 Jan 
, ""':, ' I 

7-15 Jan Planning gro~,.~or~~-~~~eTelopment ot XXIV Corps/I 
Corps concept. <'," ",,:.,, ." .' • " '. I 

16 Jan COMUSMACV/JCS approftJ. of XXIV Corps/I Corps detailed 
concept 0 

17 Jan . Cover plan'issued. 

20 Jan IIIV Corps/! Corps _comI;>l~ted draft operations order • 
• ' I . 

2lJan IIIVCorps/I Corps receiyed approval of!detalled coneept. 

22 Jan XXIV CorpslI Corps staff revised as necessar,y and 'final­
ized operations order. 

\,1" '.' 

25 Jan Staff gecti~ns designate and brief IIIV Corps Forward 
Staff (approximately 20 officers, 15 enlisted men). 

" 

, , 
, , 

" < 

, , 

" " 
, , 
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SUBJECT: ' ~omb~t ,Operations ~terAction.:~epo~~, Operation LAMSON 719 (U) 

11. 

28 Jan 

29 Jan 

.. :. .,', '. "" 'I, " " . ,', . , "".',' ;. 
Company:copwandera,· pl.~toop' leade:r.s,briefed on operation. 

.... ! 'I t.' ._ 4 '! ," j' ":." ~ •••• l;' .. ,'" : 

'l'roops'"b~~e~ed' on;operatiop". ,"~s~ 1]~, Wlits begin imove 
~o pPeTatidJ,'lal; areEic":":~rv;: Qorps!Fdnrard 'CP displaced to 
operational area. . ,; . ' 

30 Jan Operation QQJllq!ences .. 

(C) !W~Y:Mion.; ,:', ""::::' ,~. I: .' : 1 ~ , , . 1 j : ;', : > 

, ,. 
I >. l ",', ~ __ , ·t. ' , '_' ~ a. Clise D·" ,. 

',. (' r' ,f 

(1) ~rations Narrativ2A 

(a) Opera.tion Dewey Canyon II {Preparation Phase for LAMSON 719) 
was initiated at dOOlH 30 January f when lea.d ;elementsofthe 1st Bri­
gade, 5th Infantry ~T1siQn ,(~ch) ,attacked~ith .armored cavalry­
engineer task forceE\,on,~~0;aXe8 toward Khe!'Sanh from Fire Support 
Base (FSB) VandeSrif~ (see figure 1). ~he main attack was conducted 
by Team A, 3-5 Cavalry (a Cavalry Engineer,~~am) ,on Axis Gold along 
QL 9 toward !he Sallb. The .. leadelemfmt8~dv8n.ced ,approximately 6000 

, .' . , I ' '" I 

meters during the hours of;darknessw1tl)Qut,~~.e~.,contact. A sepondary 
attack was conducted by TF J-5J~aval.ry(-). al,ong,;!xis Brown from the 
vicinity of the Rockpile (XD978559), southwest toward Khe Sanh. A 
Company, 7th Engineer Battalion (Combat) 'With three D7 bulldozers 
accompanied Team A, 3,-5 Cavalry and, began, cqns~~t,ing a pioneer! road 
to the airfield at Khe,Sanh. TllNIe infantry, ba1;.t~10n8 scheduled to 
operate in the Khe SanP !Brea wre.;suQces,sful.J.1: inCiJ"rte~ by air com­
mencing at 0830H .30 January. The lifts of the 3d Battalion, 187th 
Infantry; 1st Battal1on,~.llth:'W~try SJ:I.d.-4th Battalion, 3d Infantry (-) 

• J ., lJ "'t ... " ." , " 

into three objectives in'the:.:Viekiity ofiKhe\Sanh·vere completed at 
1530 hours. . I, '~:;.:'~;." ",'! " .. :,::" ,.\; " 

(b) The 14th Engineer Battalion (Combat) 'operating behind the at­
tacking elements along QL 9, installed nine of the 18 required bridges 
and nine of the 20 required culverts. At Khe"Sanh, the planned site 
for an assault airstrip paralleling the abandoned mat airstrip, was 
surveyed and a partial minesweep conducted. It was estimated that the 
assault strip would be ready on 3 February and would be used until the 
primary mat strip becameoperationaIoThe abandoned mat strip, which 
was badly cratered, required extensive engineer,: effort. Two hundred 
one ton bundles of M2 matting were required to bring it to an operational 
status~ 

(c) Initial artillery support was proVided bY the 5th Battalion, 
4th Artillery at Khe Sanh; the 1st Battalion, 82d Artillery (-) ani the 
2d Battalion, 94th Artillery at Vandegrift; and the 8th Battalion, 4th 
Artillery at Carroll. TJNt:'!f. . I 

· .. IDI~ 
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'. , ' j, 

• " ~ : j r f. r ' • ~ ,~. ; J ,~ • • .) , '} , , • ;. 

(d) . TF l-l1'Infantry) .. 4-3 Infantry., and 3-187 Airborne Infantr;y were 
assigned areas· of operation' Puma" Lion;,,' and . Cougar respectively (see fig­
ure 2). While TF 1-11 Infantry eecl.Pr,ed',K1:\e Sanh,TF 1-77 Armor remained 
in the Vandegrift.area and. provided ;r;le~¥rity of QL 9 from the Rockpile to 
the'south of Vandegrift. TF 1-1 Cav8.lry was assigned the mission of con­
ducting a reconnaissance in force from Khe Sanh along QL 9 toward the 
Laotian border.' On'.2 Fe:Qruary,:the 1,mi t . establiohed a screen in the area 
along the ID(5 Northing Line, f:t:'om t.he t-a<?tian borde1;' to approximately the 
40 East West Grid ,Line. 

(e) On the 1st of February, the movement of' heavy artillerr continued 
with the deployment of 8~4 !rti11~I7, f;ropt,Yandegrift: into the Khe Sanh area. 

, ; ~'. t. ~ ,."," .. ', . . , . '. 1"'" ". _. - "I" i 

(r) By'l February, engineer units had upgraded QL 9 from Vandegrift 
to IChe Sanh and had opened the road to,- track, vehicles as far west as Lang 
Vei •. simultaneously, eleme~ts of:thB 27th Engineer Battalion began re­
moving the· damaged ,matting ·frqm the.,.abandoned airstrip at Khe Sanb. 

. " • I. . . .': ,~, ' .' ! 
{g). At 1520 hours on 2 February,: elements of the 2d. Squadron, 17th 

Cavalry conducted a raid ,against, a suspected enemf installation in the 
vicini ty of XDB752380 No enelI\Y resistance was encountered; however, a 
large bunker complex, conta1ning:.e~d~nC?e of, ap.enemy hospital was dis­
covered.and' indications v~re. the are~;Qad been abandoned only 12-24 hours 
prior to ,the raid..",' '. t . I"~ 

I 

(h) Mblti-channel radio relay e9uipment was l1fted:1nto Landing Zone 
(LZ) Sarge (YD029478) on 2Feb~uary +n orde~ tp facilitate communications 
tbrottghout the operational areao 

.! 

(i) On 3 February, the 1st Rang~r Group with its. three organio bat­
talions (21st, 37th and 3~th) c01i1,P.le,~~d,:4n: .a~:r lif,t ~~o LZa vicinity of 
XD6846 and XD6845 (FSB Phu' ,1Oc)'.'·:':,'; "I" ••. ' • , 

(j) On 4 February, Area of Operation (AO) Lion vas:squeezed out in 
the vicinity of the Rockp:Ue; TF 1-11 Infantry continued opera.tions in 
the vicinity of,Khe Sanhanq expanded its AO to the east, assuming part 
of TF 4-3. Infantry's old AO~ TF3~1B7' Infantry contin~d. operations 
along QL 9 west of Ca Lu, expa.ndirig its AO to the west am. assuming the 
remainder of TF 4-3 Infantry's old 16 (see figure 3). 

'.. I . .' , I 
(k) The ARVNAirborne Division Headquarters and the, 3d Airborne 

Brigade, with organic artillery elements, closed into a~sembly areas 
to the south of Khe Sanh-on 4 FebrUary. 

(1) At ·1700 hours on 4 February, initial work va.s completed on the 
assault strip and a test landing by, a C130"aircraft vas conducted. De­
formations caused by the landing aircraft 'indicated a lack of soil 
strength and compacting vas required. ! 

< i \ \ 

.' 'j' 
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.' 'f J : • ,: /' ... • ... 

(m) On 5 Febru.a.ry, T],i' 1-1 Cavalry se~ed ,the area along the in­
tersection of QL.9 and the Laot;i1U1 border"aDd, rF 3-5 Cavalry reached 
ID920490 along the newly. constructed' pioneer! road ,along Axis BrOwn. 

(n) The 37th Ranger Battalion and the 64th Field Artillery Battalion 
..advanced vest from ID7144 toXD6845" .:'" . 

. ,; ~ ~, .. , -t ; 'f : ... ". '1.', ' "·t 11 . 

(0) Due to ~;the, dela;y' ~':t~, cpmpletioJl;,Q;:f" ·.;t;he 'airfi,e1d at ~e Sanh, 
the lack of, s,u,fficient 1,200: gaUon tank~n~s: becf1l',ll8: the, single most critical 
resupply problem, since they, represented, the, 'mOst efficient 'W8Y ,to double 
the storage levels on ground delivery of POL. 

(p) Weather prevented ~he p+~d ,~9lfl~~tJ ~,s,saults of TF 4-3 into 
LZs in the vicinity of. ~he::1iq~kp4,~4il ;duringd~"'rJ:ebruary. The unit as­
saulted into three LZs XID764528," W75l50k.an4::I;97,?2499), en 6 F~bruary. 
The weather also precluded the engi~eerst.rom co~acting,tbe assault 
strip; therefore, during t'he, ~d 'wea.the'r, the 'engin'e,er priority vas di­
verted to construct1.ng he1ico,pter refuel aud, rearm l,IXeas, fuel storage 
areas, and improv!l1g, Forward. Support Area (FSA) ','2 facilities at Khe Sanh. 
The diversion vas based on the projected ,.h,eavr ,u~ilization ot Khe Sanh 
during the initial phases of Operation LA'1-5ON 719,' am because of the in­
ability to complete the assault strip prior to the initiation of the ARVN 
attack into Laos. ' ,'" ' 

, .' ,'. . t ,{ \' I • '. I , 

{q} RVNAF un1tscontinued moving into: 'or;w~ro.. assembly area~ in prep­
aration for D-Day" L,AMSON 7190 Ther;,~d;'A.1r~r~~ Brigad" , elosed into Dong Ha 
and Quang Tri: airfi,elds. at., 1720 hourii 6 1eb,ruary)o".The, 1st Armored Brigade; 
1st Airborne Brigade: ,with suppprting; ar~iUery;~d Regiment, lstl Dividon; 
and the Command Post' of the 1st Regiment, 1st Divieion moved by road and 
air to the vicinity of Khe Sanh, closing on 6 February. 

(r) On 7 Feb~', ~'ri:'~\:lfl:",~~Va.1l:'y:~,Q~J;iD.UiIlg its screening mission, 
secured QL 9 in the vic1nity'~f,.,theLaotian h~rdel'-,~and assisted ARVN units 
moving into assembly area'so The 1st Armored .,TF',consisting of the 1st Arm­
ored Brigade and 1st Airborne Brigade, moved into forward aesembly areas 
in preparation for a ground attack across .,the Laotian border. The lead 
elements (one engineer platoon) crossed the border at 0712 hours 8 Feb­
ruary Without eontact. The Airborne Division and the 1st InfantTy Div­
ision (-) eontinued to assemble in Khe Sanh in preparation for assaults 
aeross the border o 

(8) The critical fuel problem vas further complicated b.Y the loss 
of six 5,000 gallon tankers during an attack on a United States convoy 
along QL 9 at 0200 hours 8 February 0 In preparation for H-1f01:l1'" heli­
oopters began picking up critical,'JP4 fuel'·!j.n,":blivets a~ l"SA 1 (VaD­
degrift) and transporting them to. FSA 2 (Khe' Sa.rlh) ~ Plans were made 
to bring additional tankersforvard from rear areas to meet the fuel 
requirements. 

" ~ 
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, • ~ - ' '. ", :. ..... , " , " ~l :, ~ , ,:., i. 
, ' . (t)/'Artlliery: firas'into,;~~~in.l~lJPport ,of"pperat;tonJ.M,fSON 719 

were 'init1e,ted',at, bOOO:,hours .itfe~~, A ,total':-of.· U, ,Arc Light strikes 
vere lflQ'W1l.r,dur:ingt·the ,early. llour,:i; o~(, ~ :February in supPort of the' oper-
ation.' , 

(2) J Sirufi~an~ C~ntacts'~ Pha.~~ 1.:", ,1 
, . '\, I'. .! ~ . . I < ' 1,' ~ , , 

(aL .cht,-30,'"Js,ptia.i-y.;,therl3 .w~re'.two 'B52 strik~s totaling 130 tons of 
ordnance. There were 374 helicopter gUnship sorties. There were 35 
Tac Air sorties'resulting in two ,bunkers destroyed and:one secondary 
fire. ' There waa one commando vault dropped constructing one two to 
three ship LZ. ' 

~ ~., 

, " ; • ' " '. 1\, ':,.' I j " ro, ~ ~ < >'. I '1 ,; ( .: _ 1 '. : 

(b) On 31 January, there ",ere,two, B52, strikes totaling 130 tons of 
ordnance. There were ,160 'helicopter gUnship sorties. ~~here vere 20 
!a«Air sorties resulting in ;113 bunkers destroyed and I two structures 
destroyed. 

(c), On'-l, February there were 176. helicopter gunship sorties, 
10 Tae Air; sorties, rl3sul ting in lS.bunkers and six eaclte sites de­
stroyed a'Qd, ,two " secondary f,ires .. '"There; were two commafo vault 
missions to construct: an, eight ship and a t\!'o ship LZ., ' 

(d)' A:'rai~b~' D/2-17"Cava1I7 ~n '~'sus~ected ~nemy !installation 
at XOS5423S was conducted at 02l520Hwith: no resistanoe. The unit 
discovered 40-50 bunke~s' (sno) with; indications that they had been 
evacuated 12-24 ;hg~s'earliero:::'!,' "f!;; ~<i c ,,' ' 

(e) At 02l600H vicinit,r XDS28238 an element of 2-17 Cavalry ob-
served and destroyed one truck. , 

, ,.' ;' >I '!~~';~~'''~~'' ~;.(~\ .• $ •• _~. • 

(r) ,On 2 February there were:"4~"he1:1Copter gunship sorties and 
16 Tac Air sorties resulting in 22 bunkers, five structures, two fox­
holes and one oache s~te destroyed. There were two cOlll!llSl1do vaults 
used to construet tvo ship LZs; . 

(g) There were three attacks by fire in north central Quang Tri. 
At 031715B FSB Fuller (YD0159) received three l22mm rockets, and at 
the arum time, Camp Carr~.l:l, (YDp~45) re,ceived 20X122mm irockets. There 
were no casualties reported. At :032355~, the 229th Regional Force 
Company, in'a night defensive positio'D: yicinity Mai Loe (YD0952), 
received an unkrio'Wll number of B40 rockets resulting in'"two WIA. 

(h) On 3 F~bruary there were 127 helicopter gunship sorties, 16 
Tae Air sorties 'a.pd~w~: B52 st~;i1.!;e~, tp~aling 130 tons and resulting 
in one secondary e':tplosion'of 'a~1DagnitUde 'of two to three. 

',' '.'. 

:.:; . 

, '. 

, ' 
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, , 

(i) Gunships of 2-17 Cavalry: engaged the:enem;y at two locations. 
At 041200H vicinity"XD6753-ancl ID5753 -they! engaged, 10-15 enemy, kil-
ling six. ", !,.' .', - ' 

(j) On 4 February 'there were 659belicopter gunship abrties and 
eight Tao Air sorties. 

I 
(k) On 5 February there were 192 helicopter gunship sorties, one 

B52 strike of 65 ;'tons, tvo commanQ.,o va~t.s' dropped on truck parks and 
storage areas resulting ,in the. construction of three and four ~hip 
LZs and 14 Tac Air sorties. 

(1) Elements of A ~att~17,':;1st B8.;t,t~~01l1~ J32d Artillel")T at ID9854 
received 22I122mm rockets at 06l500H resulting in one US KIA arid four 
US WIA. ' . 

;:1 I ~. • (. ; 

(m) ,'At', apPr~~:iQl8.te~ 06~9~~HViclni~1' iD?4P~65_, ~lelDents of the 
let Airborne Division and 1st Armored Brigade received three bombs 
containing cluster, bomb units from an unknown type aircraft. Six 
ARVN soldiers were killed, 51 wounded (50 percent reported ae $erious) 
and one armored personnel carrier destroyed. The aircraft \l8.s'later 
identHied as' being' from the USS Ranger. , 

(n) on 6 February there were 334 helicopter gunship sorties, six 
Tac Air sorties and two'commando vaults dropped to construct three 
ship LZ. 

(0) On 7' February there were 128 helicopter gunship sorties,)O 
Tac Air sorties and tvo commando vaults dropped constructing two 
three ship LZs. ' 

, , 

(p), At {lpproximately09J200H a UnitedS1'iat~s resupply convOY was 
attacked twice while moving west on QL 9 vicinity XD9853 and YD0256. 
The enemy used rocket propelled grenades, small, arms and automatic 
weapons fire,~ the attack resulted in"one;US,.W'IA,' one 5,000 g~lon 
tank truck"destroyedand,;five 5,000 gallon"tukers damaged. ' 

(3) Cumnlat1n ~ Results. 

(a) Casualties: 
.' ',' r" 

I 

.:g. Weapons: , , , 

,; ;. 

, ' . 
': '; .. '; ~.~; :':-'j t /; . 

• , ••.• ,. (' • ,,:' t";' :. 
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AVII-GC: .: .. : : .' ('. : ., J .; :: .. ,. , ,14 Kiy 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat' Op3ra.tionsr,Aft~r Aetiol)iReport, Operation LAMSON 719 (U) , 

" \ ~,,~',~",'~' .'~ .. ~' '. ." 

(1) ,IIld.irldual., WeaPQlls . Capt-q;red.: :5", . " . . 
. ' . , 1'1,,: ~,' . " • J ,I" " ,,"j " ,-. )/: " 1,:; i.". 

(z) Crew Served Weapons Captured:.· 0,' I 
I . 

. ".' ~ . "",., 
", I:' . i ' 

.s: Material: " ; \',' 

I,) Ri, ce,:, I, to. .n: .... _., : , .. ;,' ";. '" . . ,:f\ ~\ ~ '.t ; j , 

.' (2) ~tiO,'p:'" .65 't~ns~:.L"":'· ;-,',:" 
b~ <:[has.CIlJ> ;J 'J,:. I ,"'" t " ",' I. l!!. 

• . '. - ' I j , • 

h)P~~i~d I, :(8 F~'b ~'2JFeb:'71}:~": ~ 
',. ': t "",\ ',. 

(a) IOOOra tions Narrati va. 

(l) On the '~;th of February, ~ix" ARVN combat battalions were success­
fully inserted by, helicopter into:objective areas in Laos (see figure 4). 
The headquarters, Jd Infantry Reg~nt with the 4th Battalion, Jd Infantry 
Regiment closed· a.t LZ HO,tel. (vicinitr:XD7530) at 1100 h9urs without con­
tact. The 2d A:l.rborne Battalion closed Objective JO (ID5846) at WS 
hours without con·tact.· The 21st Ranger Battalion completed a lift lnto 
an LZ vicinity XD5549 at 1300 hours.. At 1620 hours both the 1st and -2d 
Battalions, 3d'Infantry Regiment, closed vicinity LZ Blue. The 2d Bat­
talion, Jd l(egiment established,.con~ct on the LZ in the vicinity of 
XD7227;, however, the,.lst ~attald..on; i.3\i .R~gilDent diverted from LZ Yellow, 
closed in the vicinity o~ XD7028 without· contact. The,3d Airborne 
Brigade ~adquarters and ,the Jd,AirborneBattalion closed onto Object-
ive Jl (ID504'7)a1i 1700"hours,vithout contact. i' 

~) The 1st ArlOOred Task ~or.ge;",.~~{,:tw ;,cavalry squadrons and 
two airborne battalions, thrust"~~ven ld19meters. into Laos in the faee 
of light ene~resistance~ , 

(J) Elements of the 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mach) 
continued operations west of the YD02 Northing Line with increased 
contact. TF 1-1 Cavalry continued screening missions and security of 
QL 9 in zone with only one significant contact at 1145 hours. TF J-S 
Cavalry· opened the pioneer road, tq track vehicles from the RockpUe to 
Khe ~h at 16J5 ,hours. '. i 

Ut) On 9 Fe~-1:'L_al1 activities' were ha1!Eered br.;gy~e __ '<r.e.a.~ 
in the operatronal area. Planned combat assaUltsvere delayed 24 hours, 
and the logistics buil,d-:-up. at Khe, Sanh .was slowed. In Laos, elements 
of the let Infantry Di~ision, the' AirbOrne ,Division, the 1st Ranger 
Group and the Armored TF conducted operations in the vicinity of the 
initial LZs and the axis of advanceo Si(@.11'icant.~ontaqts Jllvol.ved 
elEHnents of, the 21st Rangers f~:>ur k1;tometers north of F~B 31 and the 

I I. .. 
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AVII-GC 14 ~ 1971 
SUBJECT: Ccmbat .OperaticnsA(ter 'Acticn ;R.epcr.t, Operaticn LAl!50N 719 (u) 

'. " 

8th Airborne Battalicn in the vicinity" ,.of: :FSB ,Alpha (XD595375) at 1715 
hcurs. .' , ",.' . '. ; I ,':-:-- I 

(2) On thelOth,cfFebruary veathe~ conditicne improved and the 
4th Battalicn, 1st Infantry Regiment ccmpleted an assault intc LZ Delta 
(ID647302) at 1630 hcurs. The 9th Atrqcrne Battalicn ccmpleted an as-

r 
sault intc Objective .Alcui (ID48840e), ;4tl:720 ,lhours, despite heavy 
antiaircraft fire. Two., hcurs after :the,).alid"eleroents .of the 9th Air­
borne Battali.cn, were (inserted I intq Objective Alcui,. the Armored TF 
attacked vest ·alqi;l.g :QL ,9 I a:qd ,Etffeeted al,1,nk"up"vith the 9th !irborne. 
All ARVN . posi tions in Laos ,vere ccnsclidated during the remainder .of 
the lOth. Alsc underimprcved veather ccnditicns, supply stcekage 
levels at Khe Sanh increased.' " '" . 

, • ' 'I . , ~. , \ 'I ' ' ~. ;, 

(2) Onth~ llth;cf'Febr~, I CcrPB cont~ued tc build up fcrces 
in eastern Lacs. j,npreparation fcr a. vestvard armored thrust alcng QL 9 
tcward Objective II and an airmobile, attack .on Objective 32. !Tbe 3d 
Battalicn, 1st ,Regiment was lifted intc ,LZ "Don (XD62l273) at 1430 hcurs. 
Based .on intelligence .of a large enemJ build up apprcximatelysix 
kilcmeters scuth:cf,LZ ,!ellQv, the ~ch~slulec,l li:(t .of the 1st ~attalicn, 
1st Regiment into LZ Yell.cw was 'diverted'intc ):.Z Don, its lift being 
ccmpletedat 1730,.'hcurs. Ccntact increased. as a large number .of enenv 
forces in small grcups moved thrcughout theAOs in Lacs. 

, , '. , (. l ',' 

(1) Friendlycperaticns .on the 12th cf.February were characterized 
by an increase ill;e~.n.v resistanc~ west~.of:,:,Objective Alcui and sharp 
ccntacts in western .Quang. Tri Prcvince,; and eastern Lacs. The ccnduct 
ofpreplanned Ba~ur.atien" search·and patrc1 operaticns in the 1st Di­
visicn and 1st Airborne Divisicn AOs· beg~ ,prcducing sign1!1e8J1t quan-
tities .of captured materiel. .' . 

, \ .. : .'~:". it. ..If. : ..." '; I .,~. it" ~: ' 'i 1'1 ' 

(§) The 1st Divisicn ,.'pusp9d furthe:t". westwfth the 2d Battalicn, 
1st Infantry Regiment landing at LZ. Delta 1 (XD552342) at 121205H~ 

(2) Activity increased in the area of. the 37th Ranger Battalion 
(ID670477), as unkncwn size NVA forces began attacks by fire and num­
ercus grcund probes on the ranger pcsiticn •. , 

(lQ) US operaticns in western Quang,Tri conti~ tc be briented 
ncrth and vest .of the Rcckpile to curtail eneD\Y 'hara88ID8nt~ .;and attempts 
to interdict Route 9. 

, 

(ll) Operations in Lacs during the pericd 13-16 Februaryl were 
directed toward B,Ystematic search operaticns bf the airborne Units 
north .of the Ie Pcn Ri~er, while the'lst,4rmored TF ccntinued: steady 
pressure tc the vest alcng IQL 9 •. Tc the south .of the river tJ',le 1st 
Infantry Divisiqn bsganattacks intc the vestern end .of BaSf3 Area 611 
with the successl"ul 'assault intc LZ Grass (~1l72) by the 2d 
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" , 

Ba. ttalion, 3d· lnt'antry. Regj,roent 'on the, ,16th. The. most ~ignifican t effect 
of these,operationswaa the,capture.,oflarge storage depots and supplies, 
and. the denial, ,of . their, qpn tents; to', the enemy. US operations in western 
Quang Tri were ori~nted'to the'nortnandvest of the Rockpile in an effort 
to curtail enell\Y harassment' of Route ·9. The engineer units continued 

I 
improving all lineB,of:commpn~c~~~on,~d!storage areas;! and the air-
field at Khe Sanh was completed.. " _ ' 

, : \:' 
(12) We(:\. ther prohibited scheduled . combat assault s on the 17th and 

combat operations were .characterized,bycontinued search operations 
near unit positions. When the weather cleared on the 18th there was 
a significant increase in,activity. Ele~nts of the A*tb9rn~ Divio1QP 
reported two contacts duri~g wjiicP: ~~e.~(?rllard cOll1lll8Ild past of the 
30Sth NVA Division was overrun.. ElElments "of the.. 6~ §QpodtQIl, 17th 
Cavalry cut two six to eight inch ,Ptpeline!,. at ID4 5425 and ID471415, 
sending .flames 30 feet,into theai~ Ele~nts ,of the 1st and 3d R~~ 
tmenta continued searching southwest toward Route 92 and.Route .914. 
The airborne elements ,praceededwith multiple company 8ize sweeps 
north and south ,'of QL 90 Elements ()f the 2-17 Cavalry began reporting 
heavy concentrations of .enemy.forces,Jn the vicinity of the 21st and 
39th Ranger ADs. During .the ev~ning of, 18 February, in: the vicinity 
of XD602512" tba .39tb Ranier ~attal~n ,began receiving heavy attacks 
by fire and ground attacks from an unknown size enemy force. Contact 
continued throughout the 19tho Elements of the Airborne Division re-, 
ported heavy contact. with, the ,enemy northeast of Aloui.~ Tac Air, 
artillery and gunships ;vere employed extensively throughout the AO. 
Contact involving the 21st and 39th Ranger Battalions remained heavy 
throughout the night of 19-20 February. Se~n fixed wipg gunships 
and six flareships were employed in support of the 39tnRanger Bat­
talion. Between 0730 and 1430 hours 9n the 20th, 32 fixed wing sorties 
were flown in support of the Rang~~o "Re~\1pply, and MEDEVAC vere at­
tempted under heavy Tae Air., ,gutls~pi.iana,artillery cover. Some MED­
EVAC ehips did succeed in landing on the 39th Ranger position and were 
able to deliver supplies and evacuate some \lounded. Tvo a:fr craft 
were shot down upon lift-off from the Ranger position and one landed 
in the vicinity of the 21st Ranger position; the other landed near 
Objective 30. At 1710 hours on the 20th, communications with the 39th 
RarlK.el:L'!fl!1~:lp~tani:ra.t 180i h.ours. a'U effective 'resistance had cea8e-d~ 
TCorps reported, at 1856 hours that., the:,1) 9th Ranger Battalion. was -a- -
15andoD±ng its poei tiori' .and "IOOVing to .link' up with the 21st Rangers. 
Later, 200 members, including 50 wounded of the 39th Rangers, reached 
the 21st Ranger positiono 

.. W). The .1et Illfap.W Regiment, cpntinued to search in the vicinity 
of Route 92 while the; 3d Reglmen£ c'onducted detailed search operatioas 
in their AO. Contact with small groups of enemy, attacks by fire, the 
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'" ; 

oonducting of' bomb damage assesem.e~tsq,~a.ir' ,L'!trikea, .. and the uncover'­
ing of depot/caclle:sites' ~ri2led the:,.aet~vitT. The Armo.red,;TF con­
tinued operations, along' ~0~te'9 westfrom~ouf and north on Route 92. 

(~) On th~ ~i'~ht of '21 and 22' February, t1)e 21st Rongelll began 
receiving mortar, roeket:and l30mm artillery fire. Plans vere:made 
to evacuate the dead and wounded f'romthe Ranger LZ on the 22d. After 
extensive preparation of the LZarea, the extraction of approximately 
122 Rangers vas completed prior to last light on the 22d. 

. : . . '. .' 1 ' : \ i ~. :, ',J" , " . 

(15) . Oll 23 ~~l?~uarY:J;, the, ,1st ,fnt'aptrY" piy;ision effected a. boundary 
change for the 1st and 3d Infantry Regimen,ts (see figtU"e 5). The east 
boundary of the 1st Reg~ent vas :theRVN~ds.border; the west boundary 
of the 3d Infantry ,Regiment vas .the ~eBang,Hiang River; the nOrth 
boundary' ofillE, 1st ~antry Di vi,s~on. 'qljl,nt~!li1~~,d to be the. Ie P,?n River; 
and the south bounda17 was the. ID20 Northing Line. The boundary be­
tween the 1st and, 3d~ ~an,try. ftegimel\t$.extende,dj ,trom, XD613330,i south­
west along the, creek to.XD6l2314; southwest to XD590307, southwest to 
ID574295, southwest to lD570270 and southvest to ID500200. T~ effect 
of repositioning· of th~lJ.~~ D.:J..visiop fO,r,ce,s,!t~Jl; in progre~s ~s to 
make the 1st -Inrimtijr. ,R~g~J;l.t'),rjesppnS~bl~ )'O,fi :~~ AO in the: eastern 
portion of the;Lat 'M.~t.;ry;.Div~s1pn areer8ll;9. .. :the,3d,lnfantryRegiment 
responsible fQr:the; western portion. ,.. , 

b. . Sign1t1cant Contac,ts .. :. 

8 FEBRUARY 

. ! . 

. y. . .. '1,'; ,:./ I , 

(1) At 080B20H ' :vicinitY, ID5950, gunsh1p~ 'engaged four track ve­
hicles, one with, a' ~untedi 37m ~. :' T~~veh1,cle.lv1th the 37m· gun 
vas destroyed. . .... _ ....... ~\ .~! ... ". ~ ,'IC~' Pi '0;<'1' -\ ': 

" j.,.:' ':; \"::I~.;':·L[~:,"i.~·~'·t •. f.+/r~~'::~ '.f ~'~il\~\l \ ,I 

(2) At 080955B, an armored personnel carrier of TF 1-'77 Armor det­
ona ted a mine vicinity. XD955551 resulting in one US KIA and six WIA. 

(l) US Air Cavalry elements' observed two unidentified enemf tanks 
vicinity ID482484 at OBllOOH. 

<J.) At 081145B, C/i~ll Infantry ~e contact with an est1mB.ted 
squad vicinity ID69'7395. Gunships came on station and placed fire 
on the enemy. One helicopter was hitby' ground fi're. Results vere 
two KIA and three WIA.· I 

I 

(2) At 081145H vicinity ID5830, a UHlH received l2.7mm fire, caught 
fire and craBh~dreBulting in tvo US KIA and tvo MIl. 

. ., ~ ~-:'" \I.' 

. '. . , I' . 

(2) The 21st Ranger Battalion closed on'8n'LZ vicinity XD5549 at 
08l300H. Upon landing at the LZ elements received an unknown amount 
12.7mm tire resulting in 11 WIA. li'S Air Cavalry units in the area 
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", ,( 

killed ,one twA yic:tnity ~492500~ destre>yed one 2i ton, truqk vicinity 
ID555502, destroyed. another 2i :.ton trqck at ID525330 and engaged a 
bunker complex vicinity ID559510 which resulted in numerous secondary 
explosions .. lasting' one "half hoW-.';"·;; .,"'" 

(7)') .At,OS13isH, vic;nity ~~i595~7 ,:~Mll3', from C/~-5 Cavalry 
de to nateQ., an qnknown type, ¢ne. reault+llg in ~ive .US WI4 and major 
damage to the vehicle ... The unit vB-sthen engaged with:small arms 
fire resulting' in· one add! tiona! ,WIA. 

(§}At OB1500H vicinity ID59036B, a UHlH received!an unknown number 
of hits and~.,cra.$hed result!ng\~ll"f.~1D:" ,~S ~IA:,~d seven'ARVN KIA. 

:: ' " " ,'" ,J : : :.:~\.r·~f'!.. ~r.:~'''~·!I:'·..r u:' 1 ".,' , 

(2) Dur~g, :thfJ, periofOBi60S:':'1659B. T~cin1'o/ ID728275, elements of 
the 2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry observed and engaged s!x'NVA resulting 
in six enemyKBA,. . . 

, {lQ}. The;'2d~B~ttalio~, 3d ,I~~try Regiment closed on LZ Blue 
(ID7227) at OB1620B. Contact was established in the LZ area on landing 
at 08l345H resulting in fiye ARVN. ,WIA,. nine WA KIA, one l2.7mm machine 
gun, one ·AK47 rifle and one Chicom ,raqio ,captured. 

UJJ .At OB1655H, tTSAir' C8.va..IIi'~lem~nts conducting a rocket run, 
ob.serve~ 8. number of largese<:9n4a.ry'·.e~losions with fireballs and 
flames up to, 1, 500feet, , vicinity.~528470.At,090330Hforward air 
ccmtrQllers .l'eported ,tk,latl,lt,he f~r~~~wer~ ,still burning. 

" , ~. 

tLz) At OB1650Hp gunships engaged five NVA in bunkers vicinity 
ID723276, killing all five. 

OJ) At OB193,OHp ,~he ,~stJ(AAg~;-~:H~.p.Jlp'"b,eadquarters and the 37th • 
Ranger Battalion vicimty ;+D6323;p';received 50 rounds mixed B2mm mortar 
and 105mm fire resulting in three ARVN KIA and 15 \ilIA. 

~) Other airoperatlons'during the night resulted in a C130 
aircraft destroying six trucks and damaging one at ID395423, and 
destroying four trucks and damaging two others at ID391429. 

(12) On B February there were ,468 helicopter gunship sorties and 
11 E52 strikes of 717 tons, of ordnance resulting in 40 secondary ex­
plosions of a magnitude of two to,~tXo; There were 52 Tac Air Borties 
flown resulting in 11 bunkers destroyed, 40 vehicles destroyed and 1B 
damaged, one gunsite destroyed, 13 secondary explosions and 23 eecoDd­
ary fires. There were four commando vaults dropped constructing thr.ee 
LZs and uneoveriri~ :~():l J~gl)~ingi;~~tt.~~~B 0 ' 

,1/1> " "j';' ,':":' : '_, ''', .' ':', : ';, 
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9 FEBRUARY 

U,) A/2-:-94; ~ttllery;'and, C/8-{+ Arti1,l~ril,el~nts vicinity ID715375, 
received 20-25 unk;nown:typE!, rounds ,at, 091335J! ,resulting in two US KIA, 
one ARVN }(IA and f'i v,e' us VIA., ~ . , ' :' l': ' 

,,, 

(z) At 091545H, elements of the 21st Ranger Battalion made contact 
with an e stima ~ed reipt9rce.t\ i~neroy:! c0JllP8.Illt vJcl,n,1. ty .II~.5 85502. ,GUDshi ps 
and Tac Air were elllployed. and CP;l~cti;w~e: ,brok;en 'before dark. ,ReBUl.ts 
were one ARVN KIA, one Wll, eight enemy KIA, and one AK47 captured. 

<3.) On 9 Februs.ry· th~~e"w,ere. ).73 .~~J(!opter gunship-Borties and 
nine Arc Light strikes of 5f!7 tons of ordnance resulting ,in 31. second­
ary explosions. of a magnitude of two to 'five,., ' There vere 63 Tac Air 
sorties resulting in 17 vehicles dest~oyed'lJ.l1dnin., damaged, one,cache, 
onti gun pos1tionandone, taDk; ,destroyed; '8~: seoond.ar1 explosi~ns ,and 
17 secondary fires.'" There, w:e.re, t~ee, co~o' :raul ts. dropped vi th 
results unknown, due to, weather,. '.: .. , 

10 FEBRllARY ;, , 

(JJ ,At 1OO145H, 1st Battal~on,. 3d If.eg~tlt~ elements mecharif cal1Y 
ambushed an unknoWJ;l Size enemy force vici~t-y; lD70J26l resulting in 
11 enemy KIA, one rocket' propelled gr!Jnade launcher, one 75111D. recoilless 
rifle, two AK47s, and a small quantity of ammunition captured. : 

.. ,.' , 

";~'~) At 1012.30H, ,the 3d Airborne Battalion cOi:l~acte~ an unknown 
size enenv force vicinity XD51747.3i reQultingin one ARVN KIA, seven 
WI! and six MOlotova trucks captured (one loaded with l20mm ammunition). 
At ID520472, elements found a cache containing 14I82mm roortars, four 
l22mm rocket launchers and",nine AU7 .rifles. I " ," 

~ ; . . ~ ... ' " . .' : '; .' i.' .• .. ,' , " 

. " l ", ., ",': ....... , ' 

(J) At approximately iOi300H, a flight' of fom. VNAP' UHl aircraft 
were engaged by 37~ antiaircraft guns :vicinity, XD565.3. Two of .the 
aircraft were downed resril ting in ,f,1 ve KIA, inclooing the I Corps G3 
and G4. One aircraft included the crew and an unknown nwnber of pas­
Bengers, reportedly including four US reporters. 

u.) At 101515H vic~ity ID948526, TF.3-5 Cs,valry was engaged by 
an unknow size enen:ry forceresul ti~ ,in seven US WIA and one 1fil3 dui­
aged. 1rtillerr, ~ships andTac 'Air wer'e,employed resulting ,in one 
secondary explosion. At; la50H the unit observed an airstrike and swept 
the strike area finding :f1ve' NV! killed by air. . 

(2) At 1015l5H, TF 1-77 Armor received an attack by fire from an 
unknown size enemy force resulting .in se'Vel1; t1SWU, one armored per-
Bonnel carrier damaged and three WA KIA.' .: , 

I, ., ;, 
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, . (2) ,On 10. February there were',466 helicopter gunship sorties and 
seven B52,strikeeof. 45q,tonsresu;Ltlng in 43 secondary explosions of 
a magnitude ,of. twol,to' five.. Tl1ere\were 109 Tac Air.sorties resulting 
in two bunkers, eight structures, two foxholes, 16 vehicles and six 
gun positiQns,destroyed.. fher~:,were lJ,vehicles damaged, six enemy 
KBA, . eigh~ s~conqf;lTY,.exp~o~i~q~ ;gn~~,12:,s~condary fire~. There were 
four, commando v~Ults,.droppeQ targ~ted.' against enem;y base camps and 
storage areasres~t~ng +~ four,_t~~e to four ship LZs being con-
structed., , , . 

t" ," I'" • 
. , 

" j !: 

11 FEBRUARY 

U) At ll0855H9 TF 4-3 Infantry conducted a one company combat 
assault, into an LZ vicinity XD9ll5Q4 without oppositio,n. At 110950H, 
Air 9avalry units supportipg.TF·4-31,received heavy l2.i7nnnfire vicini'\y 
ID930530." TacAir.,aIl.d a1,"tillery were employed with unknown results. 
At 1130B an Air Cavalry OH58A~ leading an assault, received l2.7mm 
machine gun fire and, cr8.s~d.. A ,UlUH attempting to extract the downed 
crew was hit anq subsequEpltly! crashed., 'fwo, US were killed and five 
were ,,-onnd~ddur;lng,'a contact in the vicinity of the downed aircraft. 
One NVA was killed and one AK47 captured. Both the OH58 and the UB1H 
were destroyed., The"h,elicopter cre\llDen, were' extracted. 

(&) , " On the 11 tll, .. the Ar~~ed TF established motorized patrols and 
maintain8d road blocks".t~ee' kilome"t;erl!! north and south of Objective 
Aloui. At 111245Hg elements of the TF contacted an unknown size enemy 
force resulting in one ARVN KIA, one .WIA.and two, armored personnel ca~­
riers destl."oyed..At ll1205H, ' an. arl!lQredpersonnel carrier detonated 
an 'unknown size m;U1e resulting in.ln~e ARVN WIA. Ene.r.qy casualties were 
27 KIA, five AK47 rifles and 50 roUnds 82mm mortar ammunition captured. 

; . 
;'" ,.:~ ,', ; .. 'j ''t. ' 1"0", "i~' ,ll. Ii':. '\ 

0) At 1109l5H vicln1ty:iD643434'~; the 2d Airborne Battalion on a 
search operation contacted an unknown size enemf force" resulting'in 
one ARVN KIA, one WIA, five enemy 'KIA~ two AX47 rifles! and one B40 
rocket launcher captured 0' 

~) At lll200H vicinity ID605329, the 1st Airborne Battalion con­
tacted an unknown size enem;y force resulting in seven ~nem;y KIA and two 
AK47 rifles capturedo ' 

(2) At 111400H vicinity ID674302, the 4th BattaliOn, 1st Regiment 
contacted an enemy force resulting in four ARVN KIA, 12 WIA, and eight 
enem.y KIA~ Two AK47rifles, 5,000 rounds 7 0 62mm, 50IB40 rounds, five 
claymore mines, 38 huts andtW'ci' st'Qne" houses were dest;royed. 

. . . . . 

(2) At 111550H vicinity ID727240p the 2d Battalion, 3d Regiment 
contacted an unknown size enem;y force resul t!l.ng in one ARVN KIA, six 
ARVN WIA, 14 NVAKIA, four, AK47 rifles, 100 kilograms rice, 80 tires, 
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25IB41 rounds, 14 grenades and 1,000 met~r8 of telephone wire destroyed. 
,I ' \ • , .;(: '. ,. I, ~ \' l, .;". 1 

to At: 1l'lQl5l.1 vic~ty ~2227'l ,.tb.e '30- ):lattalion, 1st Regiment 
found 23 NVA bodies killed ·by air, \tvO 12.7J1lBl·'lIl8.cb:1.ne guns, foUr JX47 
rines and one Chicom radio •... 

" '. :' .' '. ~.: 1;'. ,. . , +. :. . !, ' •• '" I.) :.': I : ' .. ' f' ., 

(§) At lllB25H Vicinity .Ii>585520.,:the·~~t Ranger .Battalion con-
tacted aD e!t~ted enemy pl~toon ,reflWrti1fg ~iJ! ;ll"NVA KIA. I 

(2) At 111900H, FSA 1 at Vandegrift received six 122_ rockets, 
resulting in four US KIA and two US WIA. 

(lQ)Atl1l9.30H vioiru,~y.\ .. ~~595?7$:I·~;e~.n.ts pfthe 1st .A.ir:OOrne 
Battalion made. cpntact'fldth ,B:D.W1fa1ovn dss enemy. force resulting in 
19 enelD1 killed.and"twa ""~7 'riqes cap~~ed..... : 

. I 

:' .' .; , ..", " f,' : ,l ,; "'~ \ " I . I 
UJ.) At 1l22QRIt~~j,n+;ty .. ID5.82503,;~~ .,21st ·BangerBatta1ion re­

ceived an attack by fire of 4QX82m.m IOOrtar round! resulting in six ARVN 
WIA.. . . . 

~) On II FebrUary there were 3SO :helicoptergunship !ortles 
and six B52 strikes of 391,.:tqns; r~sUlt:\ng 1n.n secondary explosions 
of a magnitude of tWo to five. There 'were 99Tac Air sorties flown 
resulting in 26 vehicles and 13 gun positions destroyed, 11 vehicles 
damaged, 43 enemy. KBA •. ·122 .se~o~~ e~o.~~p.ns .tlM.14 eecondarj:, fires. 
There were two cornmal)do,.vaults dropped agains:Jf 81lQDI1 base camps i and 

. " '.. .' " I 

storage areas resu,ltingin Olle four, to,ri~ei:84ip LZbeing constructed. 
Weather preciuded further EDA. 

12 FEBRUARY 
_I' ':<. .'''~.;,,,, ,.... i"!'.! ,I.", ( , .. ,: ~ ... ,: \ I~ . ';'" : ~ 

U) TF 4-9 eleman~sJ;}'l~."gered.f\ mecbaA~c,al;,ambush at l208)OH 
vicinity XD922553. Another 'element moving to assist TF 4-3 received 
small arms fire.. The enemy, in well dug-in positions wre engaged 
with emall arms, artillery, and Tac Air. Contact was broken and the 
unit continued to ,search the area •. Results' were two 11S KIA and eight 
WTA. Enemy losses were unknown. 

(2) At l20945H 'vicini ty ID6l3427, the2d .A.~borne Battalion con­
tacted an unknown size eneuv force resulting in three ARVN KIA, 32 
enemy KIA, 20 individual weapons and three crew served weapons de-
stroyed. . \ 

U) At l21100H viCinity ID670466,., e;Lements . of the 37th Ranger 
Battalion contacted an unknown size enemy force. Gunships were called 
in and at l21120H vicinity ID673482, one ABlG vas downed by l2.7mm 
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I .,,;.' 

fire resulting in two cre.wmembers KIA. At l2l305H vic~ity XD653349, 
anothet" ABlG :wap downed result:).ng. irli.t'W9 .. crew member:sWIA. The results 
of the Ranger contact w~re. tou:r:~VN .~IA, . six WIA, 13 enslll1 KIA, one 
prisone, and tenAK47 rifles capt~~d. l 

, . :,,' ,,," ~: f '. . !"", ,>, ',.;. t'! "'. ~ ,', ~:, . ') ~ j' • '. "i 1 ,. "", . " ' 

. <1.,) . At "i2i234i vic1nity.~8252;~~~e Jd B~ttalion, 1st Regiment 
discovered;a cacheeontaining·.qqo:,individual weapons, 400 82MM mortar 
rounds,. an .unknown amount of 1207mmand122mm rocket ammunition and 
50 enelll1killed by air.. . 

(5) At,~~700H vicinity XD622253, the 1st Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment found 80 houses containing 4,180 pounds of rice, 500 pounds 
of salt, 400,pounds of, suga,r, ·thre~,can8··ofpork, 20 pigs, 17 cases of 
12. 7ml1l·ammUni tion, ,Jq~sl}Rvels,' ~Wq '~as~s;'9f dynamite, 70 uniforms and 
100 jackets~ :' .' 

. ~) Atr 'Cavalry elements. of 3"'5, .Cavalry observed .l;>unkers vicinity 
ID875S. The. area was engagea with air and artillery resulting in two 
enem;r killed by air and four killed by artillery. I 

, ". ,. ( 'I., 

(7) On .12, Fepruary there were S66.~elicopter gunship sorties flown. 
Five B52 strike/:! were ;flown with J2G.: to~s. of ordnance dropped reaul ting 
in 21 secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to five. There were 
133 Tac Air. sor.ties··f:;lo'Wll 're~Ul ting:1n one bunker, four vehicles, one 
cache site' and. nine gun positions destroyed. There was 00& vehicle 
damagep.,. 11 secondary explosions' and .. four secondary fures. There 
was one .. commando vault dropped against an eneIllY' base eamp, ani storage 
area constructing one two to three ship LZ. . 

13 FEBRUARY 

U) At 130l50H Vicinity xD575S03,:i~i~nts of the .39th Ranger 
BattaliQn contacted an enem;r .force kill+ng 43 enem;y. Friendly losses 
were one KIA and ten WIAo Two 37mm antiaircraft guns, : tw 12.711111 
machine guns, 3,000 rounds l2 0 7mm ammunition, 2,000 rourrls AK47 am­
munition, ten rounds B40 and B4l ammunition and miscellaneous equipment 
were captured. . ; : 

~) Between l30300H and l30500ij~ the 21st Ranger Battalion was 
in contact with an. estimated ene~ 'company. A C130 aircraft support­
ed the Ranger contact arid was credi ted wi th killing 15 'of the enemy. 

. '. . I 

(1) Between i30700-1000Ii:vi'clidty ~5SS505 elements of the 21st 
Ranger Battalion contacted an" unknown size ene~ force:resu1ting in one 
ARVN KIA, seven WIA, four enelltV KIA and 300 cases of aliti tank ammun-
ition captured. i 
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(4). At, l.3ll;3pa, :v;tcini~yID61~44'7, .• t~\.2t; Airborne Battalion 
while searching, contacted an unknown s1zeenell\Y force killing six 
and capturing one., ,0I).e)340~ .. pne~7ri,1;';I.e were,alsc:>, captured. 

, .' , 

,~t,,' I.' ': •• ",-,1;'- ~; . 1'11.1 :.;. ..' r~' '·1 ;f "1 r .. ' " :', 
(2) The.,Jd Battalion'I~!3:t Want;ry,)l.e~~nt" ,cont~llued searching 

the area ,of XI>6025 and found two K50 small machine guns, .3OX75. 
recoilless ritles, 5.3 bags of salt (13,OOO 'pouqis)" 500 boxes lot blank­
ets, hammoeks and mosquito nets, ~,OQO pipk~ and shovelQ, and 82%55 -
gallon drums of POL. " " ,..' ::,," ", ' . " 

. . ) I., f ' " ' 

~) At 1.3+030H vicinity Dn2l228, the 2d B'attalion, 3d rrh-antry 
Regiment captured three ,new, Russian tr~cks. " 

, , , . '. -, ,.' .~ .",' ·-·t l ' !' . 

, , , • , .; .' t"" .f 7;. b r - ~, 1 .1." ,.' .. ~. "f 1 'i1.}.J 1. ,",.! .' . . I 

(1) At l31430H' vicin'i ty, ,ID64242S,;'iem~nts of : the 2d Airborne 
Battalion contacted 8ll,unknown (size enenv :fproe. killing 19 and capturing 
five JJ.47 ritles 'and ,one.B40 ;laun~her,~~ lriendly ,~asualties·were three 
ARVN III ,and ,two, Wf,!. ""il ,j; l' ~ il. ," : 

(§) At l3l500H vicinity ID628286~tbe 4th ~attalion, 1st 'Infantry 
Regiment found and"des~royeq, two ;tons p~. unpol~~hed rioe. 

." I; : . , . l . ~ , _' . . (,,',',' I": ", (~. ' 

(2) , At lJl645H vj,eintty, -ID697224, the JstBattalion, 3d lritantry 
Regiment found" six, eneDrJ; i kil,J.ed i by a1,.r,and ar,t1llery, six oases ot 
l2.7mm ammunition, three case~ of AK47 ammunition, ·and one AX47 rifle 
destroyed. 

(lQ) At l3l715H vicinity ID697216, ,the 1st Battalion, 3d Infantry 
Regiment contacted an unknown size ene~ torce resulting in two !RVN 
WU, eight enemy KIA, one 60mm mortar, and one AX47 rifle captUred. 

Ul) During the l3tb" qf f,ebrU417, e;t~~nts of the 1st Battalion, 
1st Infantry Regiment, whUe. seardrlng: a'.the· vicinity of ID602~, found 
a large depot area and contacted an unknown size enemf force killing 
28 enemy. The depot contained one German machine gun, seven RPDs, one 
R4cr; one B4l, twoSKS, one, ton ot, boots,:and'gloves, three tons of pork, 
2,000 chickens and ducks, 70155 gallon'drums of, POL; five generators, 
2,000 cooking pans and two tons of paper. 

(2) On.13 February1there.were 50l'bel!copte;rgunship sorties flown. 
There were five B52 strikes ot 304 tons ot ordnance resulting in eight 
seeondary explosions of a magnitude of two to five. There were 120 Tao' 
Air sorties nown resuting in two structures, 59 vehicles and four 
gun posi tiona destroyed. There were 15 vehi.cles damaged, two roads 
struck, 30'seoondary explosions and 125 secondary fires. 

'J :: \ • ;," \ ~ .,'.., i: .. ,\ , , {, " ' 
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in the same area •. Sporadic contact continued, witl1.,three US VIA and 
unknown enell\1losses.Later,,~.patrol w~s con~acted by an estimated 
enell\1 platoon employing a cOl'ql11and detonateq. .miJ:le·vicinitr ID928547 At 
l5l255H, resulting in three US. killed and six wOllllded. Weather pre­
cluded use of aerial field artillery .~~ ~s4iPS. ,At l50900B,in the , "',, \ t, • l ' , 

same vicinity, ~,leRaen~s of. tpe , un~ ~ b bserYe!i . and ', .. ngaged 2.4. ~emy on 
a trail resu1t1ng ... ~ ~5,- enemy k~11ed, .. foU1;4K47"r;4'~es. ana two:radio8 
captured •.. A. t l700lJ~ tile uni~ . received '1~I.$2. mortar rounds, however 
no casualties resulted.' .., 

" • . ... : I \, . ",," ~, 1', '1 '" ", ' :, I't ' . :.', -.: ,,'" i 
(2) At l5ll;I.On ,v:1~in1ty ;D502473, ·tne 3d A~borne Battalion re-

ceived an unlmo~ .~umber, o~;I.2?mm,;:ock~~s ~~u1~1ng .in two ARVlf KIA. 
. and four WlA. 

(J) At l5l200l:I yj,~w'tY'. XD540,13, the.;2d,J_ttalion, ,1st. Itlfant17 
Regiment found eight· tons ' of rice and,l75IAK47,rifles. ,FiTebddies 
and 28 fresh graves, were also ,found. .' . " ; , 

(J..) At 1512158 vicinity' Xn574247, 'the '1st Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment received 80182mm mortar roUD4s. followed'b,r a ground attack by 
an unknown size eneDU force, resu11;ing lin,·tWO. A'IiVN. KIA and eight VIA. 
There vere also three enell\,V' KIA and tvo AK47 rifles captured. At l5l245H, 
the 1st Battalion 1st Infantry Regiment, while searching VictDity LZ 
Hotel 2 (ID5882l8); made contact with.an unknown· aize ene~ for08're­
su1ting in six ARVNWIA. ,EnelIlY' casualties we~e 'tIllknown ~ The,2dBat­
talion, 1st. Infantry',Regiment, .. while '8elU'cJd.ng'v;1~izUty ID540317 at 
l51445H found 45 bags of rice and 43 bodies apparently killed ~ air. 

~ t ~' , \ • ; \" '; : . , i '. \ I " , J 

(j) At l5l?20B: \vj,einity,ID598460; the~2d·.Airborne Battalion, while 
searching, contacted an unknown size ene~ force resulting in two ARVN 
llA, three ARVN WlA, five;ene1DiYK~,!~:iY~.;AK4?, :rifles and Qne B41 oap-
tured. . .;,., ,' ... ':.; . . "'. . i 

(2) The 39th' Ranger Battalion reported receiving unknown type 
and amount of fire vicinityID595515 at l5l330H, resulting in five 
Rangers WIA.. In a later contact at l52245H vicinity ID590514, the 
unit reported two ARVN WIA and five enemy KIA. 

I 
(7) At 1516008, B/2-94 Artillery, on request from an aerial ob­

sel'Ver, engaged the enelI\Y in grid ID450407.· One enemy truck was de-
stroyed. ' 

(§) At l5l605B, the Hac B~o Comp~ vicinity ID6523??, reported 
finding one 37mm antiaircraft machine gun, one ton of .AI ammnn~tiOD, 
27IJ.K47 rifles, two Russian trucks, and eight bunkers destroye<l. 

(2) At l5l630H vicinity ID5828, the 4th Battalion, 1st Regiment 
found 20 hoUSes, 100 blocks of dynamite and ten bags of rice. 
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UQ) 'At 151700Hvicinity XD52842l, the 8th Airborne Battalion, 
while searching; contacted an unknown size ene~ force'resulting in 
12 ARVN woundedo Enemy ,~asualties ~ere, unknown~ 

'. , ': .' ; .; ;', 

, • , t I 

W) At l5l750H vicinity XD6134'28, the 2dAirbornei Battalion con­
tacted an unknown size eQemy force· killing five enemy lind capturing 
two individual weapons and one crew served weapon. 

(1&) At 151830H vicinity XD525425, the 17th Armorea Cavalry Squad­
ron found two Russian trucks and destroyed six tons of rice. 

W)On 15 February there were' 822 helicopter gunship sorties and 
three B52 strikes totaling 195 tons or ordnance resulting in four 
secondary explosions of a magnitude of three to six. There were 107 
Tac Air sorties :flo'W'D resulting).n 30bunk:ers, 39 vehicles, two gun 
positions destroyed, one 'venicle' damaged, 13 seoondary explosions 
and 11 secondary fires 0 ' 

16 FEBRUARY 

(1) At l607i5H vicinity XD920528, elements of TF 4~3 were pre­
paring to depart their night defensiv,e posi tiona when they reoeived 
small arms fire from approximately' 15 enell\Y 0 Fire was! returned and 
mortars and artillery employed o The ene~ broke oontact under cover 
of mortar fireo The results were three US KIA, three 'WIA and three 
enemy KIA. Artillery fire· in 'support of TF 4-3 operations vicinity 
ID9l9536 results in 46 enemy killed, one AK47 and thre~ packs captured. 

, 

(2) At 16l020H vicinity ID692162, the 2d Battalion, 3d Regiment 
oontacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in one ARVN KIA, 
five ARVN 'WIA, six enemy KIA, one B,40 and one AK47 rifie captured. 

. . , . 
I ·-,01' J ; 'I :" '. : " " , 

(1) At 16l110~ vi~inity XD692222, elements of the 1st Battalion, 
3d Infantry Regiment were engaged by an unknovn size eMID\{ force re­
sulting in threeARVN W'IA, su:enemy KIA and one AK47 and B40 found. 

(£..) At l61410H vicinity XD522480, tm 6th Airborne, Battaion re­
ceived an unknown number ,and type of mortar rounds resu]. ting in two 
ARVN KIA and five WIA 0 ." ". • 

<2) At 161630H, the 1st Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment engaged 
an unknown size enemy force vicinity ID5632540 Gunships were employed 
resulting in" seven enemy KIA and f'Our AK47 rifles captured. 

(2) At l61745H vicinity XD9254, elements of TF 4-3 engaged an 
estimated two company sized enemy force receiving heavY small arms 
and indirect fireo Artillery and TPQ radar directed air strikes pre­
vented the ene.llO' force from penetrating the friendlJr posi tiona. The 
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enemy broke contact at l62149H. Resuits were Ii us WIA and unknow 
enelllY casualties. 

f.1J At l62200H ~icinity XD583'503', ele~nts of the 21st Rariger 
Bat~alion contacted' an unknown size enemy force resulting in six NYA 
KIA, seven ARVN WIA, and,.50 hand nares captured. 

~) On 16 February there vere 524 helicopter gunship sorties flow 
and five B52 strikes totaling 13 secondary, explosions or a magnitude 
of two to six. There were 91 Tac Air .so~ties flown resulting in 25 
bunkers, 14 structures, 12 vehicles, four,: cache sites and six' gun po­
sitions des~royed.. There, :~rer,e,l~ix eIl(;l.~\yU(:S~. and six secondary explaBions 
and ten secondary fires. ". " , . . 

17 FEBRUAR;Y 
, .. ~. ~ \ , 

, . . 
U) At 1 7Q040a,TF: 3":187 Infantry 'arid' ~ttached cavalry elements 

received an attack by rocket propelled grenacles vicinity ID923.9, re­
sulting in one '1I8hi'h1le destroyed and one rec~1ving minor damage •. 

(,2) At l70555H in the vicinitY of ID502405~, the 8th .Airborpe 
Battalion and tbellthArmored Cavalry Squadron contacted an unknown 
size enemy force resUlting in four ARVN VIA, 36 enelllY KIA, on~ eneIr(Y 
captured, l6IAK4 7. rifles, one radio and 600 pounds of dynamite cap­
tured. The enemy· was reported wearing 1 un1forJl18 or, North Korea,n 1II8ll­

ufllcture. 

(3,) Between l70600H and 07ooH, the 3d Infantry Regiment Command 
Post vicinity ID6962l6,~received 250 rounds of 82mm mortars folloved 
by a ground attack resulting in six ARVN WIA, eight enemy KIA, one 
AK47 rme and 35 blocks ·of ~te:loap:t,m,"'4..~ 

, \, .'.' - '''., ,'., . 
~) At l70635H vicinity XD565235, th~ JdBattalion, 1st Infantry 

Regiment contacted an unknown size ene~ force resulting in 15· ene~ 
KIA, seven AK4 7 rUles, one l2.7mm, machine gun trip:ld, one K50, 500 
rounds of l2.7mm ammunition and 300 rounds of J.K47 ammunition captured. 

<.5.) At l70'800H viCinity XD630270, the 4th Battalion, 1st ID.rantry: 
Regiment found a cache containing six; Chico. ,radiOS, two AN/GBC-9 
radios, 500 batteries, one radio test set and one ton of electronic 
parts. Sixty huts were also destroyed. 

~) At l708)OH vicinity ID692214, the 1st Battalion, 3d Infantry: 
Regiment found six enemf bodies, one automatic rifle, 20 bloeka~or 
dyn&mi te, 12 rounds of B41 ammunition and £i ve grenades. ' 
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. to At l7083,OH vioinity XD632270, the 4th Battalion, ls~ Infantry 
Regiment contac~ed an es~jrnatf!.d,.etlt;l.1IlY .platoon moving ,~oward FSB Delta. 
Contact lasted approximately one hour and resulted in :one ARVN KIA, 
one WIA, eight enemf KIA and five individual weapons captured. 

(§) At l7l030H vicinity XD628427, the 8th Airborne Battalion and 
17th ArlOOred Cavalry Squadron found one "P1'76 amphibiOlis tank, two 
Russian trucks, one 12.0 7~ machine gun~ ,and two 7062mni machine guns. 
At l7ll05Hvicin1ty XD607393, , the,).stA:1,rborne Battalion (-) made 
contact with an unknown size ,enenu force resulting in ione ARVN KIA, 
two WU, .two enenijr KIA anQ. one AM-7 r~n.e captured o : 

<.2) At.1 ?1530H Vi~i~l~y~~~~j/'~~~~ ~d' Battalio~, 3d Infantry 
Regiment received an unknown type and amount of indirect fire result­
ing in three ARVN KIA and eight WIAo 

UQ) On 17 February there were 115 helicopter gunship sorties and 
four B52 strikes totaling 239 tons of ordnance resulting in 26 second­
ary explosions of a magnitude qf throe to ten. There were 00 Tac Air 
sorties rlown.re~u1ting ,in, one ,bunker a,nd 12 vehicles destroyed. There 
were five'vehicles damaged, ,16,seeondary explosions and seven second­
a:ry fires. 

18 FEBRUARY 

(1) At l80745H vicinity XD646403, the 1st Airborne Battalion con­
tacted an unknow size eneII\Y force resulting in eight enenw KIA, tw 
AK47 rifles and one 110V generator captured o This was reported to 
have been the forward command post of the 30Bth NVA Dlviaion o Betveen 
l809l0H and 1140H vicinity XD608374~ the 1st Airborne Division contacted 
another enemy force resul~ing ,ip one "ARVN, KIA,. eight WIA, 38 enemy KIA, 
one captured, fiveAK47rifles§'",tw6 .. ,:ij.J;'Ds, 150 grenades, and 16 protect­
ive masks captured o 

(2) At l00830Hp the 1st Ranger Group Command Post viCinity XD677457, 
received eight 82mm mortar rounds resulting in two ARVN KIA and four WLA. 

(]) At loo845H vicinityXD565254 p the 1st Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment recei~ed 8OX82mm mortar rounds and a ground 'attack resulting 

in one ARVN KIA, four Ml.6 rifles destroyed~ seven enemy KIA and two 
AK47 rifles capturedo I 

~) The 2d Battalion, 3dRegim~rit, vhile searching vicinity XD695l62, 
engaged an unknown size enemf force, at, l80850H, resulting in two ARVN 
WIA, five enara;r KIA and tvo AK47 rifles captured. 

.', I 

, ,. 

,', . 

, ,-

; .. ' 
"', · 



I 
I 

, " 
~. "j .;~. ,~, ~ , ~ : '; \,;'. ," :., 

AVII-GC ' ,') ::,' ,', ;. " 14 May 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operation Arter Action Repo~t,Operation LAMSON 719 (U) 

(2) At Im.~ok vic1nity ~4442,:'Ai;r.;Cavalry e~ements d~stroyed one 
truck and damaged one truck and one track vehicle. At 18ll20H vicinity 
XD465426 and XD466425, the,y observed three six to eight inch pipelines. 
Two lines,' wera,' severed ~leaving ,one burn,ing and the, other with fuel 
draining,~n,!thegro,lJlld., At IB+230H:,vicinitr ID461415, anot~er pipeline 
vas observed, s.eye;E"eQ. a.n,d s.at ~1r6,~, ,A~i~pp:ro:x;~tely l81.320Ii vicinity 
ID5025, Air,. CaviVry elements obserVed.~ engaged eight 2! ton POL 
tankers. All eight were destroyed., '" ' , , i 

(2) At lsi200H vicinity Ip470.3,48;:, a.ri;,~l(i ;r:-~ceived groUnd fire, 
caught fire and crashed. ~o~h ,crewmambers were WIA and extracted im-
mediately. ' 

, .' , .,' , . \ ,.- '/"1 1 

(2) At 18l60oH ,~ipiniW YD\)14~',: ~'6H6A received small arms fire 
f'rom an estimated six to ten enemy. GUnships engaged the' enemy and 
RF!PF force" .IOOved into, the.,area kiUingi"three "enemy and; capturing 
weapons. Suppo~ting gunships killed nina·enemy. ' 

, '" ,< ,,', ." " "',',, 'i ' 
(,e) At l8l900H vicin1ty'XD5274,i2,<the' 9th Airborne Battalion 

received 21 rounds of,122mm rockets resulting in,one ARVN KIA and 
eight lilA.:" l .• ' 

(2) Atl81925H, the helicopter refuel and rearm point ~t Lang 
Vei received 15182mm mortar rounds and small arms fira. Approximately 
20,000 gallonslQfJP4: and' one UHlH 'we:ra"destroyed~ Another UHlH and 
OH6A were damaged. I, I, \' . f\:" ,l,: r!"",',': ' i 

(J.Q) At l8l2JOH vicinity XD595515, a UHl was downed by ground 
fire. Four personnel were extracted and the crew chief remained on 
the ground with friendly forces. " 

(lJ,) At 182000H, th~'ilt'~W~t;; D.1rt~i~n CP vicinity ID856378, 
received 2II82mm mortar rounds resulting, in 11 ARVN VIA. 

~) On 18 February there ~e~e 644 helicopter gunship sorties and 
eight B52 strikes totaling 522 tons of ordnance resulting in 11 second­
a:ry explosions of a magnitude of two to five. There were 141 Tac Air 
sorties flown resulting in five bunkers, 34 vehicles and two gun po­
sitions destroyed. There wre fiv~ vehicles damaged, one road attacked, 
26 secondary explosions and 16 secoMarY', fires. 

19 FEBRUARY 

(1) At l~B20H viCinity XD530335, the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment found and destroyed .3.5I55ga1londrums of gasoline and three 
Russian truckee . " 

" . 
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SUBJECT:, Combat Oper~tions After Action Report, Operation LAMSON 719 (U) , 

(&) . ~t ;L9l030R: victn.1;ty xD67S:L30g the 2d Battalion, 3d Regiment 
found ,and destroyed ,20 tons 'of ::riceiand'six hectares of potatoes .. 

. .'. :. ~ , I \ ; .' , 

(J) Air. Cavalry ~l~ments ppserved and engaged a pipeline vicin­
ity ID5l0360 at 19l245Ho The pipeline was cut and left burning o At 
19l3l5H vicinity XD521320, anoth~ ,pipeline was observed and engaged. 
It was out and, two.~.usta:ined, f)~~a":r:esulted in one enemy KBA.. Between 
19l2531land,:1325H',~t XD5l2306"rU1'd~52l343, ,two POL :points were engaged 
by gunships ' and ,both ,were l,eft, burAing.o:. 

. • • I',.' ~, " , i ' J • : ' ~.: '. I I' ., ; , ! • . : ,; . 

<J.L , Between ,'19l246H and .130lH vicinity XD668l24, lD673567 and 
XD644405, Air Cavalry elements observed and engaged an enemy force 
in the open killing a total of 290 ' . , 

, " . I J., " f· ': j 
.' (2) At:191250H.vicinity XD497415~ ,the Bth Airborne Battalion re­

ported contact with an unknown size enemy force. A,T34 tank, one gen­
erator, . and one 23lll1llmachine' gunbarrel were destroyed.. Nof'riendly 
casualties were reportedo " 

. ,~'~ , . I . • • . ,',i : ": 

.~) ,',At 19l320H vicini~y ID~p52l8g,the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment contacted an wiknown' size enemy ,force with :po results" A 

, , .' " " I 
search "of the area revealed fo~ tons of, 82m.m, B40 and 12 .. 7mm a.mmu-
nitioll~ ,The 3d Batta1i~n withd~e~,and Tac liir destroyed the cache .. 

(7) The 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment, whlle moving to cut 
Route 914., was engaged by an unkno.~, size enenw force at ID575215 at 
191500H. ·.The 2d and 4th Battalions, 3d Infantry Regiment continued 
attack,ing west to, seize tl:t,e :road :junction vicinity ID6315 and XD63l3o 
During this attack ,the 4th Battalion found a "service station" complete 
with equipment vicinity ID6601650' . The "station" and its equipment vera 
destroyed 0 . 

. "" 

(§) At i9l700H vicinity' ~D;jd4729' the 3d Airbo~ne Battalion 
found a cache containing one ~ruck which had been destroyed by air, 
5,000 gallons of oi1 9 five .tons, of 82mm IOOrtar and B40 ammunition, and 
100 tons of r;ice o All but the rice ws destroyed bY the unito 

, 

(2) At 19l7l5H vicinity xD744493, a platoon size element from 
TF 3":'5 CavalrY made contact"with an unknown size enenw forceo The 
contact continued Until 192345Hand resulted in five US KIA and seven 
WIA. At 1917l5Hvicinity XD821454p a five ton wrecker detonated a mine 
resulting in two US WIA and major damage to the vehicle. 

(lQ) At 19l800H v~cinity ID57425l, the 1st Battalion, 1st In­
fantry Regiment came under heavy attacko Artillery and gunships were 
employed and the unit requested emergency resupply of amnunition and 
water. The first two resupply attempts' were aborted due to hostile 
fire; however,resupply was completed on the third attempt. A US 
crew chief on one aircraft was KIAo 

, " .' . 
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SUBJECT: Combat, Operations Af.tcr Action'. Report, Operation LAMSDN 719 (u) 

" . , '" .. " 'h ,., . j 
W}At 192200Hv,icini;ty Yp023561'" .. fUl·ARVNconvoy vas arbushed 

by an unknown size ene~ ;forc~ empJ,.oYi,ns ,c~~re mines and JSl'enades 
from the south side of QL 9.' One ARVNwas KIA, tw WIA and five trucks 
damaged., ...... , 

. '. . . . '. .. . . i 
<12) On 19 February there were 60.2 helicopt~r gunship sorties 

flown. There vere eight B52 strikes of 500 tons of ordnance resulting 
in 20. secondary e;x:plosians. of a~r;i ~ud~ \ of, tllO' to ten •. There were 
133 Tac Air sorties flown resul t,ing,ill1, J;7'1 v:ehi-cles,. two eaeh~ sites 
and 13 gun ai t.es _dea~royed, .. th:ree bunk;~rs ":: o~e, structure and: six ve­
hicles damaged. There were tvo roads struck, six enemy KBA,: 13 second-
a:ry explosions . and . eight ·secondary f!teSi... : 1 :,. : • 

,.II:" ': .. ,:, '., ,'. ~,.~.,' "'t"~'<;'l~~'I~·.'P,"~' j:;;':~f'.'I'~}~~~~·.j~~~n~· 
20. FEBRUARY 

. . .. l' f ~ 

(1) At 20D43DH, a platoon of TF .3-5 Cavalry in its night defensive 
posi tion vicinity ID897497, r:eceived intfi'p-se small arms fire and rocket 
propelled grenades from the, north and northeast. The enemy was observed 
in the perimeter wire and vas engaged with organic weapons an4 artillery. 
Results were one US KIA, seven. WlA, three ,.vehicles damaged" 9ne enemy 
KIA, one AX4 7 rifle ,capture,d and one, B,4o.' (captured. 

, ; 1 .': r :". 'I~· 1,'\,1'::' :.: : '. • . : 

~) At 2OD7,39R. vicinity .lD5.D54P~1i e~ement80f the ,8th A~borne 
Battalion contacted an, unknown eizeenemy fqrce resulting inione ARVN 
KIA and eight WIA. Enenw casualties vere UDknown. 

(J) At 20085DH vicinity 1D5D6471 ,(1SB,3;1.), the 3d Airborne Bat­
talion received, an unknown number and: type roeket at'tack resUlting in 
the destruction;of. 1,0.0.0. rounds 9f,lQ51lUIl ammunition. 

(&) At 2DD91DH vi~+I1-HY, *P~B647.J,., .,~~~ ,,34 Airborne Brigade CF received 
3D-50. rounds 13Dmm fire resUlting in,\ri~e,AR~ KIA and tva WIA. 

(2) At 2DD93DH vicinity XD56925D, the 1st Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment was engaged ,by an unknown size ene~ force and rece~ved 25DI82mm 
mortar rounds. ResuJ.ts were six ARVN KIA, 23 WIA, 15 enemy KIA, two 
AK47 rifles and one B4D captured. . , 

(g) At 2D1D3DH vicinity ID6~2492, an o.H58A observed a garden plot 
and the aircraft drew AK47 fi;re 0' Two AHlGs, were called in and engaged 
the area, drawing 51 caliber fire. One AlUG was hit and forced to land. 
The crew was extractedo The other AH1G sUPPo.rting the extraction re­
ceived ground fire, crashed and burned. The first ARIG was subsequently 
extracted. 

(:0 The enemy attempt to. Qvtgr~ the 39th Ranger Battalion po­
si tion continued daring the early hours' of the 20t. lli observers 
reported 40.0.-50.0. enemf troops around the fire base at 2D1l5DH. At 
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" t; 

2017108, communications with the 39th Battalion vas lost, but at 1830H 
enemy mortar rounds, were still, .:i,mpacting on the position.. At 201830H 
the Ranger Group senior, advisor reported that 'all effective resistance 
had ceased. I Corps reported)th~ta~'201856H,the 39th Battalion was 
abandoning ,the poeition'andIOOvj,ng to,the nearby position of the 21st 
Rangers. Results of ,the 39th Ranger Battalion contact vere 178 ARVN 
killed,~orprl.ss1t:lg,anq 148 WIA (92 evacuated). There I vere 107 members 
of the, 39th Ranger Battalion'colllba:teffective when they joined the 21st 
Ranger ,:eat~aliOt;l;'.' .. EneiW; caS\la], tie;; ,'repor:ted were 639 KIA, 423 AK4 7 
rifles, 400,al1tomatic ri'fles, 15XB40/41and 25 unknoWn type machine guns 
destroyed. ' 

(§) At 201215H vicinity lD5304S7,. a gunship received heavy ground 
fire and observed 20 ene~ in the open which were en~ged, resulting in 
ten ene~, killed :by air. I 

'(2) At 201215H vicinity'XD515345, the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment found and destroyed on~.damaged 3/4 ton tru?k and three tons 
of 40mm ammunitiono I 

UQ) TF 1-77 Armor continued operations in their assigned AO. At 
202351Hvicinity ID90051"~ ,a,:US~,convoy was ambushed 'by an enemy squad 

, " ! size force. Six vehicles vere ,hi't~and received majo:r damage. One US 
vas KIAand,tvo ·WIA. Elements swept the area and discovered tvo machine 
guns positions on the west side of the road. One enemy VaS KIA, one 
AK47,and one RID, were found. ' 

'(u)', At 2()l225H'~icini t~ ~;5'22j1 :;' a UHlC received 23mm and 37mm fire 
and vas downed" The Hac Bao Company attempted to secure the aircraft 
but were unable to do so due to hostile fire. The crew of the OlnC vas 
carried,as MIA" 

w) At 201630H vicinity XD578245j1 the 3d Battalion,lst Infantry 
Regiment contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in three ARVN 
WIA. Enemy losses were 20 KIA and seven AK4 7 rifles: captured. 

I 
I 

(lJ)At 201850H Vicinity XD530430, the 17th ArmQred Cavalry Squadron 
and the 8th Airborne Battalion received an attack b,yifire resulting in 
one ARVN KIA and four ARVN WIA 0 

<.1.4) At 2019QOH vicinity XD$06471j1 the 3d Airborne Battalion received 
60 rounds of 82mm mortarse- l')Omm and RPG fire, resulting in one ARVN KIA 
and seven ARVN WIA .. 

. (15) On 20 February there were 558 helicopter gUnship sorties. 
There were' nine; B5'2 :'strikes" tota1ing~ 565 tons of ordnance resulting 
in 16 secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to five. There were 

! >-', 

/ , ;, ". '1'~ ,'-



,_;1 t'i;U ;' 

.-......... -..... -#~-- ., 

.;; : 

AVII-GC 14 Hay 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat, ,Operations After Action lteport,Operation LAMSON 719 (u) 

, ': ~, : " ' t, I . 

113 Tac Air sorties flown resulting i~ 12 l:unkers, 44 vehicles, five 
gun positions. and ons,: ,cache, sit~,!ies,tl'oy~d.,' ,IT~~ was one structure 
damag$d"dl,v"~c~e,, 4a.plag~~,,~?,. ,f3efot~~"r,~;tosions 1llld2l secondary 
fires. i ;,;' .",,·;1',.; "~ "- ,I " '~f:!',:', ", , '., : 

.... ' .," . ;' \ ,,:,' 

i U) At 2ll030H vici,nity XD50647~, tpe 3d Airborne Battalion CP 
received an u.nkl:Iown number. of mortar and .l"oc;:~et rounds, resulting in 
one 105mm howitzer 70 percent d~ged ~d,one~60, percent damaged. 

, 1", • • t :" ;! " : 

(&) At 211200H vicinity.'XD6432~7J t,he,4th Battalion, lst'Infantry 
Regiment engaged an ~~pW;h::siie., enell~<.torce "resUlt ing in three ARVN 
'WIA. There were 38 ene'my KIl~ three' AK47' rifles, four SKSs, tvo Ml 
carbines, one, K43. small, JDachine- gun and:,fi. q~~tlty o~ medicali supplies 
captured. . ," , ' : " : ' 

, . " " . ~ 

(]) At 211230H vicinityID533476, the 3d Airborne Battalion found 
and destroyed 5,500 gallons of POL and 160 rounds of B4l ammunition. 

. I' . . 

~) At 2ll230Hvicinity ID496322, an unknown size enemy force 
detonated a lstReg1ment~econnai~s~oe;Cq~pany!sMecbanical,Ambush. 
resulting in, tom- enemy,l'IA,~twolAK47!;rifles" one B40 and one' Ml. cap­
tured. While the wlltcontinued. to searoh vicinity XD600320, 'they 
found and destroyed 20 huts, 20 bunkers and 12 tons of rice. 

(2) At 211250H vioinity ID496358, the2d Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment engaged an unknown size ene~ force with artillery and !FA 
support. , There were 17 enemy KIA (ll byAFA), one 12.7mm maetpne gun,' 
one AJ.47 rifle and one B40 captured. The unit found a training center 
in the contact area eonsisting, of,50 huts with underground bunkers, tw 
tons of rice and 500 cans' 'of' food 'rations.' 

• 1 , , 

(§) At 211345H vicinity ID502479, the 3d Airborne Battal:lon re­
ceived an unknown number of 82mm and l30mm rounds, resulting in two 
ARVN KIA and four WIl. Two 105mm howitzers received 65 peroent damage 
and one 1/4 ton truck was destroyed. .' .' . 

<:.z) At 2ll600H vioini ty XD5l5349, the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment found and destroyed 300 meters of pipeline. At 2ll60oH vi­
cinity ID634156, the 2dBattalion, 3d "Infantry Regiment found and de­
stroyed 30 light truck wheels, 200 pounds' of dynamite, 200 delay fuzes 
and 500 meters of telephone wire. ' 

(§) At 211745H vicinity XD555429, the 9th Airborne Battalion re­
ceived an unknow number and type of mortar rounds resulting in one 
ARVN KIA and four WIA. 'i "". : 

I' , 
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SUBJECT: . Combat Operations Afte1' ,!ct~on Report, Operation LAMSON 719 (U) 

, It" • j 
. .c.2) At ,21l745H vicinity XD5JP440. ,the 17th Armored Cavalry Squad­

ron found and det'Jtroyed four tons of J7mm ammunition. 
, . • , I 

(lQ) TF 3-187 Infantry CP vicinity YJ)927547, received 82mm mortar 
fire commencing. at 2ll445H B:lld continued sporadically until 211800H, 
resulting in 11 US WIA.. At 211545H vicinity ID91455~, a platoon size 
element engaged four, to seven enemy, in ,bunkers. Artillery and !FA vere 
employed result;tng infive enenw' KIA .. " , 

W') . At 211930H vic.1rd.ty xD5 00 503.\1 , '~he21st )tariger Battalion on 
FSB Ranger South , received an unlqlow number and type of IOOrtar rounds .. 
OneARVN,:was,lUA and. nine WIA... . 

, ~'. . , ; ,; , ' '''"''' .. '" 

. (J.z),,!,.At,2120l5H,' the 2d and' 4th 'Battalions of ~he' 3d Infantry 
Regiment cut route 92 in the vicinity ID636147 and destroyed a bridge 
in the ,vicinity of XD5JJ157 .. 

, ,.' ::: ' '" . I 

W> TF -3-5 continued operatipns in their assigned AO on 21 
February. ,Extel)sive a.;r and artillery 'Were emploYeQ against enemy 
positwns vi~inity XD7449 .. · .The IIDPvement into the, area disclosed 
a complex of ·50-60 bunkers, 20 of which had been destroyed including 
tw mess halls. Tac Air ws targeted to destroy the remainder of the 
complex.' 
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I 

to plan the ~AC helicol(ters returnEld:'to"the base after the prep­
arationvithout landing. At 221400H another preparation of one hour 
duration was complet"d o , ~t approximately:;.2,2L450H the first of 13 
MEDEVAC sorties landed in, the Ranger:LZ, one aircraft landing at a 
time. Helicopters evacuated a· total of 122 Rangers and one US. MED­
EVAC operations vere unopposed until the final sortie was on short 
final. The Commanding Officer of t~ 21st l1anger Battalion notified 
the air commander, tha t tile zone was ;t~~ l2. 7_ fire from a position 
500 meters to the east. Gunships on" s:t8:~i(m,,!s.ilencj!d the. fire and 
the final sorti~ lande~andevacUated,.:the·!re~ining WOunded., None 
of the sorties received hits and the LZwas not shelled during the 
operation. The 1st Ranger"C~".C~~<!i!3r ~~~tedthat all wounded bad 
been evacuated and t~~!. a~proximat~l:-y.400\RaJ;lger8· remained in the 21st 
Ranger Battalion position~ of which,apPfqx~tely 100 of them were 
members of the 39th Ranger Battalion. . 

~) At 221345H vici~ity xD5~2ii3,' 'th~ '3d Battalion, 1st.' Infantry 
Regiment engaged an unknown size enemy force, resulting in one ARVN 
WIA and nine ,enemf KIA, one RPD, four AK47 rifles, and 7.5 tons of rice 
captured. The unit found 43 fresh gr{lves, in the contact area. 

(l) At 22l625H vic~ity ni5j5436" th~:17th Armred Cavair,- Squad­
ron was in contact with an unknown Size .. en~DG" force. Resw..ts' were six 
ARVN WI! and one ar.lOOred personnel. carrier destroyed. 

~) At 221625H vicinity XD644447; the,2d,Airborne Battalion made 
contact with an unknown size. enelJJ.Y force •.. Small arms fire and mortars 
were employed. Results were tvo,.ARVN ,~I!:and.18 WIA. ,Ten enemy were 
KIA, three Chic om machine guns and three automatic rifles captured. 

(2) From 221630H to. 18JOH,,:.~1c.1nity.,lD6l5396, the 1st Airborne 
., ..... !, " ,j • . .... '~ l' , . , 

Battalion engaged' an Unkil6wn size enentV' ·;:forcer~. 'With organic weapons 
and artillery •. Results vare tvo ARVNWIA' and 20 enemy KIA. !Tvo 
individual weapons, 4OIB40/4l launchers, l2I82mm rounds, 215 i grenades 
and assorted small arms and B40/4l ammUnition were captured and ex­
tracted. 

(§) From 22l6JOH to lOOOH vicinity XD640415 , the 11th Airborne 
Battalion made contact with an enemy force. Results 'Were one ARVN 
KIA and 14 WIA. Ene Ir(.V , casualties Yere unknown. The attack included 
approx1mate~ 50182rmn mortar rounds on friendly positions. ;The enemy 
broke contact at lSJOH. Results vere two ARVN KIA, 13 WIA and three 
armored personnel carriers destroyed. 

(2) On 22 February there vere 589 helicopter gunship sorties. 
There were ten B52 strikes totaling 630 tone of ordnance andre­
sulting in 12 secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to five. 
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, 
There were 129 Tae, Air sorti,e,s f:L9Wll resulting in 23 bunkers, one fox­
hole, 25,vel;deJ,.ea and :fQp:J;' /NIl pOQitio~ destroyed .. , There were four 
vehicles and. ,one gun positi9ri:damaged.. There vere IIi secondary ex-
plo aions and ,seve~, second.a.ry: ,fir~s ~ • ' 

, :", ",' :. I ~' ~'. 

, 23, FEBJ;\tJARY , I, 
:j' "'. ,;, ~ ";:', 

. "/' :. ,\, " , 

,(j.) At 231l00Hvicinity m49040S~ ,the 11th Armored Cavalry Squad­
ron received five 82mm mortar rounds resulting in ~ive ARVN WIA and 
On6 armored, per sonnel carri er damaged 0 ' , 

~) At 231140H yi~+~ ty"I~~~~~~ .,,:t~ )51 Battalibn, 1st Infantry 
Regi.ment, con~agted an~own 1;~~ze,J'Aell\Y:Jforce resulting in one ARVN 
KIA and.l,l·;enell\1,KBAo " , , 

.' <. '-. \ ~ , 

~' Period 2 ,(,LFeb - 3,Mar): -', - ' 

(a) ~~ations uarratiY~ , "I, 

(J.) During the period the ,ene.m.y, continued concer~ed efforts to 
impede r~~upply ~ MEDEV~C of ARYN.f;ire support bases 'in Laos by 
employing ,indirect fire, on FSBs and directing intense! antiaircraft 
fireaga:+nst,resupp],y'aII(l MEDEV.AC aircraft. Qn.. 25 Febru_~ the 
enell\1, conducted ·a.coord;i~te~';~I!k/1nfJ~_~ry ~~~~c]c_ .. ~g~inst the 3~ .. __ 

L~~rb.9rn,_~_~a~t~iO_!LOI1_~lr 3~Enemy. forces succeeded
b 
in seizing FSB 

.3lbUt: sustained hea.vy 10sB~s. in the process.. On 26 fe~ua.ry armored 
and airborne elements to the south of the firebase linked up with re­
maining elements of the 3d Airborne Battalion east southeast of FSB 
31. Tac Air and the defending forces destroyed 15 enemy tanks. The 
general area around FSB 31 was still under ARVN contrbl on .3 March o 

Elements of the 2d Ai.:rbor:p.e~ ~a;tta1:1.Qllitjloo~:ted on FSB :30 continued to 
receive heavy indirect' fit-e ,~!'ta:nk.arid iilf'antry attacks" MEDEVAC 
and,resupply continued to be hazardoUS; however, esseptial lifts 
vere cOlnpleted.. During the night ,2-.3Ma.rch the enenu' continued heavy 
as saul ts against FSB 30 0 With support from C130 gunships and two Are 
Light strikes, MVN units continued to hold their positions.. During 
the morning of 3 March a search around FSB 30 revealed 98 NVA KIA and 
36 weapons captured 0 During the afternoon of 3 March the 2d Airborne 
Battalion w1thdrew,tothe vicinity of ID5845 to facilitate resupply 
and the extraction of wounded~ ,In the south, the 3d ~egiment was 
in- dall.y contact while conducting company size search and clear op­
erations., FSa 'Hote12,:received periodic indirect fire and ground 
attacks 'during, t,heentfre, periodii'!;\~he'2d Battaliox:, pd Regiment sus-
tained heavy' casual tie's as 'a resulto:of almost cont~nuous contact with 
a reinforced>eneD\Y battalion southeast of FSB Hotel 2. 
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... ' ,.;-. -" ', .. ,. 
,1 

~ , , 

''', ,) 
, , . , 

31 

.1-; 

, ' 

,~ .:' "r ... ;.';~f~,: '·1 ~;~ • 

" ! 



• '." 'I" 

AVI1-OO ' ': , 14 May 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations Art~Act1on ,R~port, Operation LAMSON 719 (u) 

. . • !, ... ~ , 

t ~.., • , • ~ 

(,2), The 3d .Battalion,:,.3d Regiment was: inserted to reinforce the 
2d Battalion. The two units effecte(i link.up and moved to secure the 
LZ for evacuation ofvounded. : ,Op ,2a,f~b~~ FSB Hotel 2 .. s closed. 
On 1 March, the 1st, 2d and, 3d B:attalion,s.". 3d, Regiment were ~x:tracted 
from the Hotel 2, area. ,to FSBDe~ta J, 'an~ LZ ':Brow., The 1st Regiment 
vas operating northwest, of the 3d Regiment without significant results. 
Elements of the Armored Brigade and the ~h Airborne Battalion con­
tinued operations, vicinity FSB. A10~, ,and s:qccesaful;ly viths:tood several 
attacks by fire. Due to theincreas~g en~~:armor threat, ~he 1st 
Tank Troop, 7th Armored Cavalry Squadron vas moved to FSB Aloui. The 
1st DiVision was directed to make the main attack to seiie the final 
objectives at Tchepone inste~d. of t~ l~t.:Urp~,DiTision.: The 1st 
Regiment began to lOOVe. w~st on:?: Kar,ch;: W+ th, fI.'.two battalion, combat 
assault into LZ Lo 10 (XD4337)~' T~: 147th V~ Brigade began lifting 
units into LZs to the south of FSB Delta in the former 1st Division AO. 

(J) The 39th Ranger Ba~talion re~d, ;yofllbat ineffective due to 
heavy casualt.ies) f$~tain~d, in ~he .~d~~~ru.a.,y,~e~ion. The, pattalion 
was extracted from the AO lind d,ispla~,e.q.,. t'o, D,a ~ang for the purpose of 
refitting. and rec~i'ving, replaoements. ': ' 

, . : '~. . '" \ ~ : ,". ~ , . . f " , I'. ' • , ' 

<it) The 2d BattalionLj~ Regiment,; 1st, Pivision becaae oOPlbat 
ineffective due to:the heavy casua+ti,es, sUS~ined in the Hotel 2 
area. The battalion; was moved out of'- the,AO, to· Khe Sanh andi was 
further extracted to Hue for refitting." " , 

, " )' ' ',,, 

(2) The 3d. Airborne Battalion alsQ' Qecame ineffective due to its 
heavy casualties sustained in combat on FSB 31 and the battalion was 
1~ved~to Lao Bao for refitting • . ' . 

(2) The 2d Airborne~a:t~alic;m :r:~~;i.~din heavy contact vicinity 
FSB 30; however, its combat effectiveness :\lS.s,·doubtful because of the 
weak leadership and poor unit discipline.·· All other units were con­
sidered combat effective. 

(1) The most significant event initiated by the enellV" during the 
last week in February Was his use of tanks in support of attacks a­
gainst FSB 30 and FSB 31. Allied forces repo;rted destroying at leaet 
52 ene~ tanks. A prisoner stated that possibly a tank regiment had 
been committed against the LAMSOO 719 fo::rces. The enemy a1eo intro­
duced SA2 missiles into the Laotian battle area. Air Force forward 
Air Controllers, ArfIrJ pilots, aerial photographers and tactical air 
recce all reported missiles, transportation equipment and antenna 
vans and other surface-to-air associated eqUipment near the tri-border 
area. On the .IOOrning of 2 March, forward an- controllers reported 

./,,;e~~ three surface-to-air missiles near thetri-border area. 

'I ' 
: I 

, ' 
: '-: 

• I 

" ~ \. " ; ,;, ' .. 

32 

'" f (" \ .. ii' . .' ';:~::." J ~ , 

.: ; 

.... -

'(" ' 



\J.I ....... "".1." •• "' .. ~... ~ .. '"' ........ " , .. ..u~ ............ ~ ... ·..I.6C4U.d cl .. lJ,U. vl."U, l\...J..J:" I...IVJ.l~ Ou.lIl."tLJ...l..on 

remained in. control of key terra~n':.in the vicinity of FSB ..31. The Air­
borne, Division was successf).ll. illdJeC;uring the, nort~rn flank of the area. 
The Marine Division assumed responsipllity of the former 1st Division 
AO to the south.. One Vm-c Battalion from the 147th V'Nf.C Brigade was 
operating in the vicinity of FSB Delta, ID64..3o. Elements of the 25Bth 
VNK} Brigade ,were relocated ;l:Qto,Khe,Sanh staging area for deployment 
into the M:irine,Divisiop. AO. ,E=!-ements of, the 1st Armored Brigade were 
inserted int9 the"southwest s~ctori ~f,the AO. Tha: 1st and ..3d Regiments 
of thed1yision yere operllting;vi~inttyXD64..30 and XD50..36. The 1st 
Regiment CP, with one infantry battalion, was operating out of FSB La 
10 viCinity XD4327, •. Th~i lst;~an~~ CPw~th the 21st: and ..37th Ranger 
Battalions continued to hold FSB PhuLac~ vicinity XD6745 .. 

• I , 

UQ), Tac Air was, highly responsive to requ:1reme~ts and vas con­
sidered a primary factor for successes against enemf armor and holding 
critical terrain around major FSBso There were 77 Arc Light missions 
flown in support of ARV~, forc~~o",Bo,mp, d,amage assessment was reported 
on 12 'targets consisting: of,:l..3..3,,;sa'condarr ',explosions with a magnitude 
of two to six, 208NVA killed bY air, numerous weapons and bunkers 
reported 'destroyed.. There were 1?657 troop lift sorties, 900 resupply 
sortiea, 1,084 air cavalry sorties and 2,180 gunship sorties flown in 
support·of friendly forces o . Fourteen helicopters were lost to enelIlY' 
fire. 

til) Upgrading andma1ntenance of QL 9 west of Vandegrift and 
opening of the pioneer road from the Rockpile to Khe Sanh and west 
of Khe Sanh to the Laos 'border continued.. The Khe Sanh airstrip and 
helicopter facilities continued to be improved .. 

(.1&) A total of -1,485five,ton.''q'ehicle sorties were de1iverad 
from FSA 1 to FSA 2 carrying ~l classes of supply. • During the 
period 517 Cl..30 sorties delivered 6,0..3..3 tons of cargo, and 542 
helicopter sorties delivered 2,0..34 short tons to advance ARVN units .. 
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AVII-GC ..... . .: ',,1 • ;:': ' 14 Ms.y 1971 
SUBJECT: Com~t ~rD.tions After.Actio~I,Rep9rt,: Operation LAM301l 719 (u) 

. , . .'" I 
. , \ , 

(b) Significant Contaets:. " I , ' 

24 FEBRUARY . 

(J,) At 240940H vicinity I.D621266, ;the;,4:th Battalion,. 1st 
Infantry Regiment co~tacte4 an:unknown si~e ene~ force resulting 
in oneAJ.mr,"WIL,reJg};J.t en~my KIA and t\lO~K47.'.,rf£l,es captured.i 

(2) At 240945H, ,vicinity XD595244, the, l~1;· Battalion, 1st, 
Infantry Regiment contacted an unknqwn; size. enelll1. force resulting 
in one ARVN WIA, ten enemy KIA and three. J.K47 rifles captured. 

, " , ' 

(J) The :2istR8.Pger';·,a~~taliOn 'll,fjted,'~rrom. XD58S0 to FSB,,30 
closing at approximately'l225H.:, The"liPveme~t ~t'the battalion to 
FSB Phu Lac (ID6745) was interrupted by an attack by fire on FSB 
30. Approximately 160 Ranger remained on FSB 30 overnight. The 
remainder of the 39th Ranger Battalion was withdrawn to FSB ~u 
Lac on returning supply helicopters. on 24 February. i 

• • ' , ~.:' • ., ' ,( , • , • I' " ',_. , , I 

<.It) At Khe. Sanh, 21 C130 aircr:aft ,bad,;landed as of 241700H. 
Approximately 164 trucks had :moved from, FSA".l to FSA 2 as of 241600H. 
Of these, 13 vere 1, ~O gallon tankers. ! ' 

(2) At 241900H vicinity :x.n502408, elements of the llth Armored 
Cavalry Squadron received .. an.attack W, fjr,e.- cOl,l8istiDg of 26I82mm 
and ten 75mm rounds.:,.Ther.e were tvo.ARVN ,KIA and 12 Wll. ' 

< '\' : 

~) On 24 Febr~ there were 448 helicopter gunship sorties 
flown. There were 11 B52 strikes totaling 652 tons of ordnanee 
resulting in 14 secor1dary explosions, of a magnitude of tva toi five. 
There were 120 Tac. Air sprti~s ,f.l.0'Wthl'~~"!lJ. ting., in four vat~ craft, 
26 bunkers, 32 Tehlclefj'.:and(;tvo:gun,t'posltiQrls'·de8troyed~ There 
were nine vehicles damaged, 13 secondary explosions and 43 secondary 
fires. 

25 FEBRUARY 

(J.) Between 250730H and 1215H vicinity ID65505, the 2d Bat­
talion, 3d Infantry R~giment contact~danl'~elll1 force resulti~ 
ill nine ARVN KIA, 52 Wil, and four Ml6 rifles .lost.. inelll1 ca~-
ualties 'Were unknowns. ' 

, 

(2) At 250815H vicinity ID515397, elements of the 1st Air­
borne Battalion.received an attaek by. fire a,oDP~ft~~g of ten 75mm 
reco111ess rifle rounds and 30IB2mm mortar rounds resulting ih two 
ARVN KIA and, nine WI!. ' ; . '.: 

, . 
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AVII-GC i 14 Kiy 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After,; Action, Report, Operation LAMSON 719 (u) 

(J), B6twee~ 2509JpIJ and lROOH vicinity ID622276, the 4th Bat­
taJ.~on, l~t Infantrr Regimeilt :re~j.ved 2:00X82mm. mortar rounds and a 
gro~ ,attaqkfrom,an, ~own" siz~,en~~f9rce resulting in two ARVN 
KIA, four".WIA, 11 e~el!\Yl<IA, two AK47 rifles captured, one AK47 rifle 
and one B40 rocket launcher destroyed. 

, , ' . " '. ,'. ' ,'. ':'1' 1/ I,' '" . . 

, .(J.) ,At, 250,9JO~,,;V;icini,tx ~1~~ .. 23"i elelOOnts of the 3d Battalion, 
1st Infantry Regiment: made.co~tac~,~wltp:.an eneII\Y forde. Tac Air sup­
port vas called in and a sveep of the area revealed 17· enelllV' killed 
by air, and three AK47 rifles destroyed. There vere'no friendly cas~ 
ualties. 

"(2) At 25ll00H ~i~inity~ID~'8?2i8~ 'the' 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment, while searching the" area of an Arc Light strike, found 92 
enemy" killed by air; 39, ~ 7; rifles, destroyed; fo~ B40, one B41, one 
l2.7~ machine gun, three 37~ antiaircraft guns, ei~ht tons of am.­
munition (including two tons of ,)7mm) , one half ton of rice and an 
unknown: amount of" documents cap."tt+l;ed., 

I ' • ,/ 1 '.' ' 

. ,(2),,; ~etweeIl·,25lJ30H. and 14}QlI:, vicinity XD56820~, the 3d Bat- ' 
talion, 1I;Jt 1 Wantry', Reg1ment, ,foPR-d a tunnel containing; an estimated 
50 ene~ ,b9disJ;l, ; ope, 10 kilo~tt, g~l1eI."ator" two tons of 82mm and l2.7mm 
~ition and one truck destroyed b.Y Tac Air. 

, . .<1.) , At. 25170011 'vi~ini ti' IP530450, the '17th Armored Cavalry 
Squadrop. .eontac,;ted 8n;lnnknq'W,l;L ,siz$.,~e~ ,~orce, resulting in nine 
ARVN WIA, tvo M4l tanks, and one' Ml13 Are destroyed. • Enemy losses 
vere unknown. 

(§) At 251000H vicinity XD520398, the 8th Airoorne Battalion 
received 100 rounds of ,122mm ;t'o.ckEjts'l killing nine AR¥N and woum1ng 
ten. .' ':'i U,(:',' . ,',f. , I . 

(2) On 25 February, the rolloving related activity took place: 
The 3d Brigade, 101at Airborne Division (Ambl), cone~Bting of 1-501 
Infantry and 2-5-2 Infantry moved into northeastern Quang Tri Prov­
ince. The units occupied positions at AI, A2,· BI, Mai Loc and Camp 
Carroll {see figure 5).' At 25l000H, the 3d Airborne .Brigade assumed 
operationalc<;>ntrol of tPe 1st, Battalion, 6lst Infantry lMech) and 
responsibility for the 40 in northeastern Quang Tri e'ast of YDo8 
Northing Line and north' of the T;rach Ham River. 

j i 
(lQ) At 251 CX)OH vicinity I.1)69(:'216, the 1st Batt~ion~ 3d In-

fantry received 30182mm mortar rounds and 75mm recoilless rine fire, 
resulting in three :AR,1[N' KI;r.A' a.i).ditbree' W;rA. ' 

, ' 
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AVII-GC \ 14 May 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat;Oper~tions:A.rtar) Act:i.on ~Report, Operation LAtsON 719 (U) 

UJ,> On '25F~bruary th~re 'wer'e.496h.el:i.~optar gunship sorties 
flown. There were ten B52,strikes totaling 630 tons of ordnance re~ 
sul ting in twoseoonda:l7, explos~ons I of .. a :ma~i tude " ,of tWO. There vere 
128 Tac Air sorti~s, flown resultj;,ng,.in,;74:'~ers,one vehic~ arid 
two gun positions' destroyed. There were three vehicles, one bunker 
and one gun pe"J ~iqn damaged. There were, 25 enellO" KEA, six secondary 
explosions and 31 'secondary ~ires. ' , . 

, 
26 FEBRUARY 

(l) At 260315H yioinity:~96?19"the '+st, ~attalion, 3d, Infantry 
Regiment reoeived an unknow type and number of mortar rounds, fol­
lowed b.1 a ground attack from ,an unk~ovn,~i~e ene~ force resUlting 
in five ARVN WIA, .45 enelqY KIA;:e'igh~:~~'7!,r.i~leB, three B40, three 
B41, one Chicom rt;ldio ,and. fourcans?f ,: <lynam1. te captured. , 

, '. '.. j • : .'t' , I,: .,i .. ;, ,. 

~)At 260725H vicinity ID655205, the 2~ Battalion, 3d Infantry 
Regiment rece~yeli a,nL,unknown,l~umbel" a~,ty;pe"of incoming rounds, fol­
loved by a ground attack by an unkno~size enemf force,res~ting in 
three ARVN KIA and ten, :WIA. Enemf casual ti~s vere unknown. 

• - • ' ~ I' I ". t: ,. !, , ~ . " :: '. ~'i ~ ".' : . , ' : 

(J) At 261000H v~9initY1XD696216" the, 1st Battalion, 3~ Infantry 
Regiment found five ,enenu KBA and 20 blooks. of dynamite. : ' 

<it) At 261130H, TF 1~1l Infantry: vi~inity XD63249:>, engaged three 
to fotn" enell11 in foxholes. Artillery was employed resulting in five 
US WIA and two NYA KIA. " ' i 

(2) Betveen 2614lOH' and ·19.30H, ,the. ,,1st Battalion, 3d Infantl"Y 
Regiment received anunknovn type and amount of mortar rounds,result­
ing in two ARVN KIA and nine WIA. 

. .. ,.':.'~ .. rei''!'''':' !":'i'~' .'. ',' .... :":n'p. ,4\ /. 
(2) On the n1ghtof;~6~27'Fe~'tne.illth Armored Cavalrt Squad-

ron received 200 rounds·of·mixed ,82mm mortar, and alleged l5~ artillery 
fire resulting in six ARVN KIA. 

. I; 

(z)On 26 February there were 12B52' strikes totaling~76l tons of 
ordnance resulting in six secondary explosions of a magnitUde of two to 
six. There were 140 Tac Air sorties flown resulting in 14 bunyers, 
eight foxholes, :f"Our' cache sites. and five gun positions destroyed. There 
was one road struck, three; bunkers,' one ,foxhOle, four vehicles and two 
gun positions destroyed.. There 'Were nine seooniary explosions ai1d,"t'our 
secondary fires. There 'Were no helicopter gunship sorties flown due to 
adverse weathero 

27 FEBRUARY 

(J.) At 2700l5B and 2703l0H vicinity ID754352, 8-4 Ar,~111ett:re­
celved an unknown number and type of rounds resulting in one IUS KIA and 
seven US WIA. i 

, l' , .; 
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AVll-GC 14&Y 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat OperatiQns After Aotion' Report, Operation LAMSON 719 (U) 

" (&1. ,.At: 270730H and 270?55H vi~inity XD6621, th~ 2d Battalion, 
3d lIlfan:try Regiment made copt~c.t with the enemy resulting in four 
ARVN KIA. and 21 WIA •.. Enemy casual ties vere unknown.' 

0) Between 270900H and l200H, the '4th Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment made contaQt with an est~mat~d two enemy cempanies and re­
ceived60182.mrJJlI¥:)rtar:1"9QJ1de",re~Ul.;t:;ing in three ARVN WU, 59 eneII\Y 
KIA, eight B40 launchers and'18IAK47 rifles destroyed qy Tac AirQ 

" :'j.. ., " . l' t 

, : W, At 271045H vicinity XD66~206, the 3d Battalion, 3d Infantry 
Regiment jmade contact with the eneiIU\·r~su;tti,ng in. on~. ARVN KIA and 
seven .WI!. . " i,', ' .... ' , . i 

, . ;' .. :', I .' , 

(5) At 271l30H vicinity XD69?2l7" the 1st Battalion, 3d Infantry 
Regiment .£ound,:.fi ve Ejnemy bodies,!. one, AK4 7 rifle and 50 pounds of dy-
namite. , . . 

(g) At 27l320H viclnity'ID689216, the 1st Bat~lion, 3d Infantry 
Regiment searched an ammunition storage area destroyed qy a C130 oom­
bat ship', on: 26-27-Febr~ry~nO. fQundeight enemy bodies, two AK47 rifles 
and a large quantity of.destr·oye·d"a.mtnunition, including 60 and 82mm 
mortar and B40/41 rounds. ' 

(1), At 27l335H vicinity ID605444, the 2d Airborne Battalion con-
. I 

tacted an unknown size enemy force killing ten, capturing one 12 .. 7rom 
machine gun ancl, o.ne;~Jgh'j:. ~cAi.q.e,~ gun., 

(§j At 271450H vicinity ID6921, approximately 300 meters north of 
FSB Hotel II, the 1st Battalion, 3d Infantrr Regiment discovered eight 
enemy bodies, four AK47 rifles, three huts/bunkers, and over 500 pounds 
of rice destroyed by airs trikes ei :' \ '\ I " . ,,"J ;'. ',' . / " ' J" ~ . ~. t ' , , . 

l' . II; & 

(2) At 27l546H vicinity XD70l9, elements of the 1st Battalion, 3d 
Infantry Regiment found 12 enemy bod~es, four a.K47 rifles, and two B40/ 
41 rounds in an, aroa of a previous Arc Light strike.: Later in the same 
area, 12 additional ene~ bodies,' three AK47 rifles, :one RPD MG, and 20 
huts were found destroyed o 

UQ) At' 27J.OOOH· vicinity X0668379, elements of ithe 11th Airborne 
Battalion received an unknown type and number of artillery rounds re­
sulting in two ARVN KIA and seven WIA. 

(JJ,) At 27l905H vicinity XD658209, the 2d Batt~ion, 3d Infantry 
Regiment found 51 enell\V bodies, two heavy .IlI1.chine gw1s, five B40/41, 
27UX47 rif;les,and mlscellaneous!equi~ent which had:been destroyed by 
Tac Air. . . .. . . 
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A VlI-GC '. " 14 May 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action .. Report; Operation LA.M)ON '19 (rr) 

\' .,,:: 'j' .:..' ",. ,i 
W) At ,Z72000H"vicip~ty XD659?Q,9,'\itJ;le ·2d Battalion, 3d'Infantry 

Regiment found 157'ene~ bodies, 15XAK47rifles, five B40 l~unchers, 
and six cases ,of 7.62mm ammunition destroyed from Arc Light ~trikee. 

(u) ·At 272115H vicinity Xl>69621(J, the . let. Battalion, 3d Infantry 
Regiment rece:lv,d ,s,. IOOrtar supported. grounCi attack resulting in five 
enemy killed, one . .1K4 7 rifle and one B40" l$uncher capt~ed. I 

(14), Ins. s.eri~~ of contt;lcts invoJ,ving the 3d A1rborne~ Battalion 
and the 3d Airborne Brigade in vicinity FSB 31 (XD505475), Headquarters, 
I Corps reported 250 enemy KIA/KBA, leIPr:7p,., three T54', and 12 trucks 
destroyed •. ,ARVN .casual:I:J.E3.s, wersr 13 .~~,' 39 ,WI! and three ms damaged. 

~: '~", .~!''', ',',". :'.!Y >,~,:' -;11" '''I:'~: . . 

lLl) On 27 February there vere 756 helicopter gunship sorties 
flown. There ~re.:1.2 B52 strikes totaling.76l tons of, ordnance re­
sul ting in 1 rz secondary explosions,6f" a' magn:1. tUde of ,two to five. 
There were 160 Tac Air sorties flown resulting in 31 bunkers, 16 ve­
hicles, ten gun posit,~onf3 and 13, tanks destroyed~, There were 40 enemy 
KBA, three vehi,cles and four tanks d,wnageCi,'13 interdiction points 
struck, 60, sec7'ndary, . explosi<,)nsl ;Blld.3~, t':J.~condary fires. 

.' ., ." . , 

28 FEffiUARY 

~) At 280140H yic~ity ~23265, the 1st Regiment Reconnais-
-' "I I 

sance Company oonducted a raid on an ene~; force killing fi~. A 
search of, ,'the ~ea..revealed 30, add:f,.tiO~.ensll\V', bodies, seveh AK47 
rifles, one B40 launcher, and tw, RPJ:)', M}s dea,troyed. . No frieridJ..y cas­
ualties vere reported., . 

. , ' ", , !' • , , , 

(,2) At 200949H vicinity ~588463,'elements of the 2d Ah-borne 
Battalion contacted ~,.,e.qe{llf..,~()~~e Iq( J.~I!,e~e~. All 13 were killed 
and tw AK47 rifles, one' B401auncher.tU'n:t~ RID M}s captured. 

" , 

(1) At 28l04QH'vieinity XD488438; the'4th Battalion, 3d Infantry 
Regiment found ten ene~ bodies, three AK47 rifles and one Ml rifle. 

11 

(is) Betwen 281400H and lOOOHvicini ty ID613262, the 4~h Battalion, 
1st Regiment found 37. enemf bodies, one 12.7mm machine gun, one 82mm 
mortar, 17IAK47 rifles, three B40 launchers,' 5,000 meters of telephone 
wire, and one ton of ammunition destroyed 'as la result of Arc Light 
strikes. . 

(2) At 281955H vicinity XD915418, a'52 vehicle US convoy moving 
wst from Vandegrift to Khe Sanh receiv.ed B40 and small arms: fire 
from the west and northwest 0 lllumination, artillery aM mrtar fire· 
were directedaga1nst suspected ene~ locations, while 1nfan~ry and 
cavalry elements cleared damaged vehicles from the road. Contact was 
broken at 282010H. A total of six trucks vere damaged' and ·.tVo.US WIA. 
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AVII..qc.,\ ,', ' .,!'. " 14 ~y 1971 
SUBJE.CT: ,Cqmbat Operations Aftez:,.Action Report, Operation LAMSON 719 (u) 

(§lAt. 282328H vicinity XD885439, A/3-5 Cavalry contacted an un­
known size enelI\Y force.. The, 'Wlit received RPG fire aM. satchel charges, 
resulting in ~~Y'en US 1JM,Qn~lM551I;Ulg three Mll3.d~ged, three NVA 
KIA, one K50, 12· satchel ,charge,s and 15 Chicom, grena~es captured .. 

~" f 

(1) . 1st, Troop, 4th Armored Cavalry Squadron IOOved vest from RVN/ 
Laos border on the afternoon of 28 February with the 'mission of closing 
on FSB A1p~. ~ ,After sea.r,chit1g F,S~. Alpha, they vere directed to proceed 
to FSB !1oui.'At 282J30H vici~ity,XD594373, the unit made contact vi th 
an unknown, size enemy, force and ,remained ,in that position overnight. 

(§) On 28 February there were 668 helicopter 'gunship sorties 
flown •. i There were 12IB52 .. \ ~tr~~~~ .;tptaling 77~' tons \of ordnance re­
sulting in five secondary exp1os:f.pn~"of a magnitude of two to three. 
Ther~ .~,r:e 16G:Tac Air ~ort~~I:l'1 fl,own .:r.e~uJ.ting in seven bunkers, one 
structure, 40 vehicles, two gun posi tiona and ten t~s destroyed. There 
vere ~v~ 'enemy: ! KBA, ,three veQ.i~:te,~ ',anq. ,one tank daI!l8.~ed" 45 secondary 
explosi6nsand 37 secondary fires., . : 

" I 

1 MARCH 
i 

" - \. '\ ~ , • 1'1-' - \ '." ,,,;' , ; 

, (1) ,At approximately oio106a.,~iQini ty ID4042, .forward air control-
1er.s/ and, Br"C130 combat ship observed, ~d enga.ged appr,oximately eight 
tanks'moVing southeast along the 'road. The C130 repOrted destroying 
an unknown number of tanks. 

~) . In the early morning:'hpurs of 1 March, enelI\Y sappers infil­
trated the, perimeter of,FSA 1 and placed charges in breather tubes of 
b1ivets, destroying 45 9000 gallons of JP4 and 10,000 !gal1ons of diesel 
fuel. ' 

,{ • I. 
~, • c', 

(]) At 010115H 'tricinity ID5J'5408',.the 9th Airborne Battalion 
rrsc.ha.nicaliy ambushed an enemy element resulting in six enemy killed, 
one captured and one individual weapon captured. 

~) At 010925H vicinity 10633261, the 4th Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment discovered a. base camp and a warehouse containing approximately 
ten tons of ammunition which had been destroyed by air. 

(2)' Tank Troop, 7th Armred Cavalry Squadron arid one company of 
the 5th Airborne Battalion contacted an unknown size !enemf force vi­
cinityXD561377 at OllOOGH resulting in 11 ARVN WrA and one tank damaged. 
Enemy loeseswere unknown. I 

, 
(2) At 011015H vicinity Route QL 9 (ID545368), two enemy tanks 

(om TJ4 and one Pr76) were',engaged by Tac Air. Forward air control­
lers reported ona tank destroyed. ' 
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SlJBJECT: Comb~t Oper~tionB After ,Actio~, Report, Operation LAM30N 719 (u) 

. ".; '. '., . '" "/'" " 
(2) At O1l750B 'vicinity~6J,8267 ,,~b,3 1st Battalion, 1st Infantry 

Regiment, whilesearching"the area of ,an Arc, ~ight strike discovered 
45 eneiI\Y bodies" 12; AK47 ,r:f!les, '1 thre.e, B~9, launchers and one l2.7mm 
machine gund~strQyed.'.,,,,,'~, " "" " 

. ..'\ ' . i • 

(§) Due to the enemy armor threat, particularly in the Airborne 
Division 10, I Corps requested and received 2613.5 rocket launchers 
and ammunition. , .. , 

(2) During the evening, of 1 Mu-ch ano. ear 1y morning hours of 
2 March, the 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron 8nd two companies of the 
8th Airborne Battalion made contact'with,a battalion size enemy force 
vicinity FSB 31 ,(XD504Q)., ~re'suJ.tiqg,1p\;eig~t;,~Vlf KIA, 50 WIA~ six 
armored perso~el, ~cax;t"iers destroyed, 250<enemy, KIA, 92, IWC, 45I12.7mm 
machine gWls, eight B40, .five B4land ,15 !tanks destroyed. 

(!Q) On 1 March there were 533 helicopter gunship sorties flown. 
There were12"B52 strikes totaling 783 tons of' ordnance and resulting 
in five secondary explosions of a'ma~itudeof:three. There vere 179 
Tae Air sorties resulting in six bunkers, 40 v~hicles, ten guO positions 
and six tanks, 'destrpyed. Thore were t'/O bwlkera, 13 vehicles, :one gun 
position and one t~ 'damage!i. Y;There 'were "three enemy KBA, $3, seCond­
ary explosions and'6a seco.ndary .. fires ... " 

2 MARCH 

(1)' At 020530Hvicinity ID504360, th~ 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry 
Regiment contacted an enemy element resulting in two ARVN KIA ,and six 
VU. There 'Were 25 enemy killed and 12XAK47 rifles, two B4l,one K44, 
and 21 blocks of dynamite captured. I 

I 
I '," ".,'. ' ,,' I 

(2) At 020530H vfqlIlity:ih56346'6~ :,thl.3d Battalion, 3d Infantry 
Regiment contacted the ene~ killing 27, captured 12 AK47 rifles, one 
B40, 400 blocks 6f dynamite and 14 greruidft. . 

'. I <.:n At 020642H, a missile of unkilown tYPe was fired at Ii lobbawk. 
The missile climbed· to 10,000· feet, t'lD."ned' back toward the aircraft 
and exploded at 3,800 feet, 100 meters behind the aircraft. The air­
craft was flying at 3,700 feet and was not damaged. 

{J.,) At 020845H Vicinity ID614265', the 1st Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Regiment discovered 25 :tons of unpolished rice. 

, 
(2) At 021010H vicinity XD621262, the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry 

Regiment contacted the enerqy" kill;mg .. l~).,and c;:apturing four AK47 rUles. 
There were no friendly casualties.' . • ",' .. 
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(2) ,Air Cavalryele~ents 'r~ported discovering a,possible depot 
vicinity XD442289.. Between o 21143H· and l5l5H, Air Cavalry engaged and 
destrqled two, * and, one, 5 ton truck. , ' Engagement of the 5 ton truck 
resulted,!n a large secondBl'lY' ,explosion. Air Cavalry" operations also 
resuJ:~ad,in, 'I,four" epe:m:I",K¥. "B~tw:~~,021300H,and lJ~, the Air Cav­
~ ;,e.J,.~JIlSntfL,<??S~:rv.,d ;one t~',at,+p'6234J.8, and:an ar~l'ed vehicle at 
:;0602457.., ;;T;be,-targetswere' pas'sedto: forward air controllers with 
no reported results. 

<1) Tht;, 2d BattB.lion, 2d Infantry Regiment ws extracted from 
FSB Delta':and lifted to 'the K.he Sanh 'area, closing at 02l220H. The 
7th Battalion,147th VNMCBrigade cO~ducted combat assaults into two 
LZs; one north and one south df,-'FSBDelta. , ',' , 

. ..' . f.; . •. I 

(§) ,At 021415H vicinity ID596379, the 1st TroopJ]th Armored 
Cavalry' Squadron ,c~>ntacted an unknown: size enemy forcg, resulting in 
two M4l ,tanks destroyed. ' Enell\V' 19sses ·,were~own. ' 

(2) At 02l600H,,' at FSB !lOlli, a VNAFUlUC was destroyed by an 
incoming l22mm rocket.. ' 

. ' 'J •.. ,'.... • . 

(lQ) On 2 ,March there, W4aJ;',e 489 gunship sorties flown. There 
were eight B52 strikes totaling 543 tons of ordnance resulting in 15 
secondary exp],~f;iQn,f?<?f' ~a magni ~u~e ,of ,two ,to t,bree., i There wer~ 175 
Tao Air"sort1~s no,wn~,resulting"i~~,e.~ght bunkers, 30 vehicles and six 
gunpo~+tions:qe~troyed. There were 17 vehicles damaged, one inter­
dio.;'lOil point struck, eight enemy KBA, 33 secondary explosions and 11 
aeconQRU fires. '.,;, i" 

". :) \ ,.' I:" I ; 'c' t: . , f 

3 MARCH 
,.",'. :':':7,:'''~i''';\.',:"", ; 

(J.) Between 030100Ji aJi'd 09Jot:i~, FSB 30r'eceived b indirect fire 
and ground attack. At 03ll30H, "the situation permitted a search of 
the area which revealed 98 eneD13" KIA, 26IAK47 rifles, eight B40, and 
two light machine guns found around the perimeter. Frietrlly casual ties 
reported were ,one ARVN KIA and four WIA. All the artillery pieces on 
FSB 30 vere damaged by ene~ indirect ,fire. 

(2) At 03l000H viCinity' ID6'22258, th~ 7th Battalion made contact 
with an unknown size enemy force r~sulting in five Marines KIA, 15 
VIA, and 50 enemy reported KIA. 

i 
{J) At 0,3l9?ql:{'yiqini~y" ~P541335, the 1st Batta;J.ion, 3d Infantry 

Regiment, whilel?,earching, found five eneD13" bodies and two AK47 rifles 
destroyed b.Y air. 

~) The 2d Infantry Regiment CP and the 2d Bat~lion closed at 
Khe Sanb at~ 03l030H. ,The 1st Battalion, ,2d Infantry Regiment moved 
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SUBJECT: Com'Mt. Operations After; Action Report" Operation~N 719 (U) 

to Khe Sanhrro~·Dong Ha.: The 77~h R~ger Border Defense Battalion 
closed at Khe 'Sanh at,021530I;l and assumed responsibility for security 
of the ISBorps tactical CP o. ' 

(2) At 03ll50H vicinity XD570329, th~ 1st &ttalion, 3d, Infantry 
Regiment discovered an: 82mm mortar position vhere three enemy were 
killed, one AK47 rifle captured, and three bunkers destroyed. 

~) At 03l4POH,. the 7th A,ix,borne, ]j8,tt.a.i~on; comme~ced to' move by 
truck from Khe Sanh to FSB Alpha (ID5937)~ 

. '.' , , 

(1) At 031405H in'thevicinity of'YD160733,· A Company, TF 1-61 
received small arms .and rocket propelledw;ePll;de)'ire from an iestim­
ated ene~ squad"resulting in seven USWIA and one NVA KIA. ' 

(§) An air cavalry visual reconnaissance team observed and en­
gaged approximately eight enemy, in the vicinity of XD750340. :The team 
received smallarms fire and, sustain~d minor damage, to one aircraft. 
Artillery vas, employed with unknown result~. Air eavalr,y elements de­
stroyed a POL tru~ .. and £i ve ,~ t,on trv.cks as well as killing: six enemy 
on 3 March in the Ao, in Laos D,~ . ';f :' '"'' 

(2) DuriD{5' com~t',~s~~ul ts on 3 ~Ch,' seven' ~ircraft v~e re­
ported destroyed and 20 aircraft damagedo Two US crewmen vere KIA, 
16 'WIA (all extracted), and four MIA .. 

U,Q) The is't' Battalion, 2d Regiment moved by vehicle from its 
AO in eastern Quang Tri to Khe, Sanh :elosing at OJ21JOH. 

tll) At 032130H vicinity XD533432, the 17th Armored Cavalry 
Squadron and the 8th A~~En,e .~~H.~t.o~ .. r<et>.orted heavy contact vi th 
an unknown size enenv fo.r~e~ '~7'heunit~repbl'ted··14 enemy tanks destroyed, 
over 200 enemy KIA, ten friendly armored vehicles immobilized and ap­
proximately 200 friendly casualties. 

W) On 3 March there were 7f!J7 helicopter gunship sortie:s flown. 
There vere 11 B52 strikes totaling 739 tons of ordnance resulting in 
four secondary explosions of a magnitude of "tvo. There vere 159 Tac 
Air sorties resulting ~n eight bunkers, 22 vehicles, three gun positions 
and one tank destroyed. I ~here. were seven: vehicles damaged, three in­
terdiction. poln~s struck,- 44 secondary explosions and 28 secondary fires. 

Period 3 (4 &;r - 6 l:ferl' .. 
(aJ, 9Perations Narreti,yeo 

UJ The 101st Airborne Division continued to secure QL 9 to 
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, " 

assist ~ passage, of ARVN units and resupply convoys to Lao Bao and 
to conduct search and attack operations in assigned ~Osto prevent 
eneIl\Y attacks from the northvefJt,; and, south against Khe Sanh. The 
eneIl\Yhad stepped, up his attacks,' especially in vicinity of the 
Rockpile, 'Where eight attacks wer,s directed against allied convoys, 
in attempts to interdlctresuPP+yqf th~ Vandegrift and Khe Sanh 
Bases. Five additional V~etname,se Mtp-ine Battalions and two brigade 
headquarters were ,dep+oy~d into,the forroor 1st Divisi,6n AO in Laos. 
The 147th Marine Brigade CF, with the 7th Battalion, secured FSB Delta; 
the 2d aild 4th, Battalions, conducted a t\olQ-pronged attack to'Wards area 
Alpha vicinity ID62240 The 258tll. VNl£ Brigade CF 'With the 8th Bat­
talion secured LZ Hotel and condtic,t~d., ,~~a~ch. operations in the Co Roc 
area. ,The, 1st and 34 Bat:taJ.:ioni(coMUc.ted a t\lO-pronged attack to­
wards. area. B~avo viqini;ty. XD7225'~'J.hTib.e Corps. uni ts, accounted for 
361 Em,emy ,KIA, ,51 individual.;weapons captured and confirmed an addition­
al 153, enemy"KBA. ,The 369th l~ine Brigade with the '5th and 9th Bat­
talions conducted search and clear'operations south of Khe Sanh vi­
cini ty ,XD8334. The Airbo;rne Divislop. and the ArIOOred Brigade continued 
to secure QL 9 to Aloui and screen to the, northwest. On the night of 
3~ March the 17th Armored Cavalry ,Squadron and ,attached elements made 
contact with a battalion size enemy force and reporte~ 383 enemy KIA 
and two, enelIVcaptured", 71 :p.lCs::!8nd ~B ,CSWs· captured.( On 4 March, two 
attempts ,to resupply the 17th.Arp;lOredCa,valry Squadron vere aborted due 
to heavy-ground fire. Following'~fArc Light strike in the area, the 
third attempt ,to resupply -and evacuate the' wounded va~ successful. 

, J.' : ,', " '; ';','! 1 • i .. 1,_ :: ~ I 

(2) . FSB Bravo vicini ty XD649381 t ''Was established to provide ad­
ditional security along QL 9. On 5 ,March two compen.ies of the 9th 
Airborne Battalion and one armored personnel carrier troop moved north 
along Route 92 and effected alink;upwith the 17th Armored Cavalry 
Squadron. The 2d Airbor~ B,B;~W;i,9.n "continued moving southwest to 
vicinity 1D5943 and was successfUlly resupplied and MEDEVAC of wounded 
vas completed by 051320Ho Throughout the remainder of the period the 
Airborne Division elements continued search and attack operations in 
their AOs. The 7th Airborne Battalion searched northward to Objective 
Bravo. The 5th, 6th and 11th Airborne Battalions searched north and 
south' of QL 9 from FSB !loui to FSB Bravo and Lao Baa. On 4 March the 
2d Battalion, 1st Regiment and artillery elements 'were lifted into 
FSB 10 10. The 4th Battalion, 1st Regiment conducted a combat as saul t ----.--- ... 
into ~ L!.z.. Elements of the regin:ent consolidated positions at FSB 
10 10 and LZ Liz and conducted searoh -and clear operations in the AO. 
On 5 March following extensive LZpreparations, the 2d and 3d Battalions, 
2d Regiment conducted a combat assault into LZ Hope vicinity ID344478. 
The LZ vas cold and units secured the high ground without resistance. 
The 4th and 5th Battaliqns1 , 2d:Regiment assaulted into LZ Sophia vi­
cinityID346408. ,As: a result of the LZ preparation the 2d Regiment 
elements found 102 NVA KBA and captured one prisoner., On 6 March the 
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4th Battalion,' 2d Regiinent captUred ii 'pr:tso~ers vicinity ID334l. The 
1st Battalion" ~st Reg~nt,.vas,lllove,d 0/ ;}~ir .. tp,reinforce FSBi 10 10. 
The 1st Infa,p,t1'1 Divis~6n ~le!p.ents, fopo¥i~g\, successful combat. assaults 
into FSBs Lo Lo, Liz and ~ophia" conti~uf3d,~e~.ch and attack operations 
in the AO. The tactical success coupledyith relatively lov ARVN cas­
ualties noticeably increased ARVN. morale,dwing, the period. The 2d 
Battalion, 2d Regiment, 39th Ranger ~n,tt~1~9P·!UlQ. 3d Airborne: Battalion 
remain(!ld combat: ineffective as a'resu1t,Of~heavy·losses'sustainedin 
earlier actions,_ .Tl).ese ~;1.ts were l~qa:t~f in SvN'and continued refitting 
and receivingreplaceJJ;l~nta" T~e 2d AirbOrne Battaljon, operating at 
reduced'comba~:etfectiveness ,as ,a result of heavy losses sustained in 
earlier fighting',in the".vic+n;ty,.?f fS~,3,o, 99ntinued search and'attack , 
operations in its aSBigD.ed .. AO:, ': ':.'" ' 

(j) The'e~.rny increased their useof,SA2missllesincluding the 
first know',:surface-to-air mieslle(SA.M)'attack over SVN. Allied air­
craft have reported .. a tot al" of, l4, firings: of what w,are believ~d to be 
l22mm rockets. No aircraft wElre hit or "damaged. ' ,There was a' sub­
stantial increase, of ene~ ground activity'belov the central DMZ. 

I <.It), ElE!ments of, tpe 1st Arl1+ored'~Brigade and the 1st, 8t~ and 9th 
Airborne Battalions remained ~n control:. of" key terrain north and north­
vest of Aloui. The 2d.Airborne Battalion was northeast of. Aloui on 
Objective Bravo, vicinity ID56420 'l'he.7.th . Airborne Battalion:. 'Was. south 
o£Objective Bravo moving, north and conducting ~e~ch and attack op-
erations. The ~th Airborne Bat~alion ,l7n~(~,lf?p1~nts .. ?f the l7tb ArlOOred 
Cavalry Squadron ver.',securing QL 9;t.r'om'fSB',A;Lpba,.to Aloui, and con­
ducting search and attack opera tiona D\Drth of QL 90 The 6th and 11th 
Airborne Battalions secured Route 9 from' the border to FSB Alpha, and 
both battalions conducted company size search and attack operations 
vithin, asaigned AOso '1;4~,A~rb?r.t?-e l?:i,~*~,~,?f.1t.'~its .vere successful in 
securing the northern flank and preventIng"'fIlaj'or ene~ ground attacks 
against Aloui and Route 90 The Mlrine D1VisiOll inserted five additional 
battalions into Laos during the reporting period 0 Two battalions of" 
the 147th VNMC Brigade (2d and 4th Battalions) joined the brigade in 
the AD. The 7th Battalion secured FSB Delta and conducted search and 
attack operations in the vicinity of the firebaseo The 2d and 4th 
Battalions continued their attack so~thward on two axes. The;258th 
VNPC Brigade vi th the 8th Battalion occupied FSB Hotel. The "I lit· and 
3d Battalions moved by air to the ,vicinity. of FSB Hotel and attacked 
south in the AO. The 369th Brigade with the 5th Battalion and 9th 
Battalion conducted search and attack operations south of Khe Sanh 
and the 5th Battalion operated in the 'vicini~ of XD8334. The 1st 
Ranger Group 'With the 21st and 37th Ranger Battalions continued to 
secure FSB Phu Loc vicinity XD6645, an~l.cqndtlcted search and attack 
operations :in the vicinity of the 'FSB~ . Two co'mpanies of the 21st 
Ranger Battalion moved on foot to XD71440 . 
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(5) . There were 997 TacA::4's9rties ,flow. Bomb damage assessment 
includes 546 NVA KBA, 2,083,second,ary explosions, 125, seconda.ry fires, 
79 trucks and numerous bunkers and structures reported destroyed. Of' 
the 85 Arc Light ,missions flow, 309 secondary'explosions with a mag­
nitude·of two to ten were, reported. The reported ,BDAlon six targets 
was 950,NVA KIA, eight.tracked,vehioles, four. towed 122mm artillery 
pieces witb one priIJle ':mover, 27y,tr1lC,ks,70182mm mortars, three 120mm 
mortars, four 37mm antiaircraft, guns, 15Xl2.7mm machine guns, numerous 
iild1 vidual and crew served veapons, large amounts of zoortar ammunition, 
eight tons of mixed ammunition, 1,036 tons of rice and canned food, 
2,000 gas masks, 500 drums of POL, 21 structures and 15 tunnels de­
stroyed. 

(£) QL 9 was in, excellent:,con:iition and was capable of supporting 
more than' tpe requireq. traffic;dapy.· A tank trail vas cut by the 
1st Brigade, 5th Infantry, Division, (Mech) Engineers from Khe Sanh along 
the road westward to XD6745. .' 

(2) . Due to poor· 8ubv-ade the main strip of AM2 matting at Khe 
Sanh began to ,fail. A,2QO foot:sect~on of the old matting was taken 
out and base material 'was replaced., . . 

i' ;.' . ~ ... 

(§) A total of 5,1.50 short tons of all classes of supplies were 
delivered to FSA 2. During the .. period" .504 C130 sorties delivered 
4,396 short tons of cargo and passengers in support of LAM30N 719. 
Additionally, 635 helicopter:'sorties,-delivered 2,.318 short tons to 
ARVN tactical units in the forvard··area. 

, (bL steif~C~~",E£~tac1tA: 
4 MARCH 

0,) At 040530H vicinity XD504353, elements of the· 4th Battalion 
and 3d Battalion, 3d Infantry Regiment in a night defensive position 
were attacked ~ an unknown size ene~ force, resulting in three ARVN 
KIA. There were 35 enemy KIA and seven AK4 7, one B40, .30 blocks of 
TNT and ten grenades captured. 

(2) At 040a:>OH vicinity XD6482a:>, one company of the 4th Bat­
talion, 1st InfantryRegiment made contact with an unknown size enelq 
force resulting in one lRVN KIA and three WI!. Eight! enemy were killed. 

i 

(2) Resupply of the 17th Armored Cavalry squadron and attached 
elements in the vicinity of XD535435 was initially delayed by weather. 
Two attempts were made' at 0408.30H and 0900H, but were aborted due to 
heavy ground fire. At 041050H, following Arc Light strikes in the 
area, the third lift ws successful with nine of ten UHlH loads of 
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supplies being deliveredo One UHlH was doWned and the crew ws ex-
tracted along, with,'7?, ,~ouzided. from t~'. AirbOrne elements, One ce~ 
ef the 7th Airborne Battalienwas inserted into. the LZ during !the day 
to. reinferce the l7,th Armored CavaJ.rySquadreno Two. cempaniei of' the 
9th Airberne Battalien and ene armeredpersennel. carrier treep ~ved 
nerth aleng Reute 92 to. link up with the 9th Airborne Battalion (~) 
located at ID5274140 The 17th Armored Cavalry Squa~on and a~tached 
elements reported .38.3ene~ killed,two.en~my, captured, 71 ind.ividual 
weapons and 28·crew served weapo1¥3. cap:tur,~d.as ji result.of the, contact 
of the night of 3-4 ~.fa.i-cho At 040445H~ eIe.meht,. of the 6th Air;borne 
Battalion made contact with an enemy force resulting in one ARVN WIA. 
Six enell\1 were killed, twoB40. launcherf?,.BI,ld,30 B40,rounds were captured. 
Between 04l4l5H and·1700H,:.lst 1.roop~r 7,th,A;rJpprod Cavalry Squadron and 
elements of the 1st Airborne Battalion made contact with an enemy ferce 
vicinity XD5658. Prior to. moving into the. area the enemy positiens 
were prepared by AFA, 105mm and l75l1l..!q ar.,t,U,lery" fire. The contact 
resulted in 20 ARVN. WIA, 325enomy killed, i 90 weapons captured: an.:i 
ene PJ. The ene!1I.Y,killed wex-eered! t~d :te·: art~lery. AlSo. on " 
4 M3rch,' FSB Bravo. (ID64938l) was ,opened', by ope company of, t~ ,. 
il th Airborne Battalion. Six l05mm howtizers from the 2d Artillery 
Battalien were employ\( en 'th~ FSB" .';' ' .... '.,,', :'. '1 

I 

<J.) At 0414l5H vicinity XD802340, A/1-l. Cavalry received:!im 
and small arms fire, resulting in one M55l and one M113,1destroy:ed. 
Eight US were WIA. i 

('.2) Final rosults of the 1st:, Rangfilr Gro.'t:t? celJt~cts on 3-4 March 
were two ARVN WIA and 10 enelIlY KIA, One .. A.J;<4.7 t 200 grenades and l5X82mm 
mortar rounds vere capturedo 

(2) During the 4th of MaTqh~, tl:\e ,~ir .. pavalry elements reported 
destroying four trucks; ... two 1120 7mm: maebine':,gttns plus 15 individual 
weapons, three crew serVed veapons and ene radio o I 

(1) On 4 March there were 808 helicopter gunship sorties. 
There were 13 B52 strikes totaling 848 tens of ordnance resulting in 
43 secondary explosio~e of a magnitude,of two tef~veo There were 
175 !ae Air serties resulting in. six bunkers, .88 vehicles and five 
gun positionsdostroyedo There were 16 vehicles damaged, seven 
interdiction points strUck~. 73 secOnq.ary explosions and 21 secondary 
fires. ' ' 
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AVlI-GC, '.,' ,;" '. '" ; 14 May 1971 
SUBJECT.: ,Combat Operat;ions .A.t:'t~l' ,A.c,ti,QD,Report, Ope~tion LAMSON 719 (U) 

,. I . ,; , , " :' . ,", . , 

fire. ; Conta~tl,was brQken ,by.,t~ e:nemy ·at ,05Q330H. R~aults' were two 
US KIA, l3,W+A;, :on~' M?51,',~done'~" des~r9yedand 'one Am sustaining 
major damage. . ,'., '" ': I'.' ;~;,', : ,. 

• .., ,. " J' " .1 1)',,' 1 '1 .. ' , .' 1 

, .~) , At : o 5,070 O}J vicinity' XP~.~2?,8,: the'4 th .. ;lJNl.£,Bat talion made 
contact with, the enemy r:esul ting,:~ ai+ r,Marines KIA and 42 WI!. There 
were 130 enemy ,k,illed. ,and '1~7#J" fiveB40 launchers, fom' RPDs and 
two 82mm mortars captured. ,..~ :;,;.:' . ' . 

(j) At 052DOOH vicinity~69.7)46",elements of TFl-l Cavalry 
contacted 15 enemy andqetonated a,cl~mQre,mine, killing eight ene~ 
and capturing four ",eapona. " I ,," .' ; 

",.': ". l." j~ I;. ',}O If! .. " •. , I' 

, ,I i. ~ :::~ .: '.:..: C i\,J',!;~::':; ,I.: :,~~. Iii , . v.t Ths,:c,ombat assault af ,~lemnts"of 2d Infantry Regiment into 
LZ Sophia" f,lc,hed:uled ;for q511PQH but-delayed due to ~ather, commenced 
at 051320H when five UHlH landed on the LZ without ineident. Subse­
quentl1fts of the' elements of ,the: 4th and 5th Battalions continued 
despite moder,ateground,fir~,andant1aircraftfire. Antiaircraft fire 
vicinity Objective Aloui and from the escarpment southwest of AloU! 
caused battle. damage to aircraft~nroute, to the LZ. At,05l900H all 
scheduled UlUH troop lifts into !~Z:Sqphia, ,were completed and scheduled 
heavy lifts of bulldc;>zers;six,:iO;mm ho.witzer/i and supplies were in 
progress. After the 'combat, assau1~rele~nts, of the, 4th'arld,"'$th Bat­
talions, ,2d.R:egimentconducted ,oper,~tions.in the vic4i ty of the FSl:3 
and accounted forl24:e:PB:fl\Ybodie~,43IAK47s, nine l2~7mm machine guns, 
four RPD f!l8,c~~ .. ~s, nine· B4~~~Qoket launchers, three radio sets, 
eight tons of rice, 50 blocks of dynamite and 33 huts destroyed by air. 

, , 

, (j) Resupply of the 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron and attached 
Airborne elements vicinity X'052541 ~ ,'Was oompleted at 05l230H. Two 
companies of the 9th Ah:l;lgr~.>1AA~9.P.e\.~pp'r~q personnel carrier troop 
linked up vi th ~he l7th,'/A.rmo'r~d\Cs;viU.i7'Squadron, and; attached elements 
establishedblockirig posi tiona vicinity XD5254l6 •. M&I?EVAC ships ex­
tracted an additional 43 vorindedfrom the 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron. 

I 

I 
(Si) At 051429H vicmi ty XD546320, the 1st Battalion, 3d Infantry 

Regiment found ten enernw bodies estimated to be ten days old. 

(1) Combat assaUlt of the 2d VNMC Battalion from vicinity ID8639 
to x0648)01was completed at,051430H. The combat assault of the 2d 
Regiment units ,from Vicinity XD8539, to LZ Sophia vicinity XD34640a 
vas completed at ,05l640H. Heavy lifts of two bulldozers, eight lO5mrn 
hoWitzers arid supplies were' completed at 051830H. Th~ combat assault 
of the SthVmc Battalion. from vicinity ID8639, to LZiHotel vicinity 
XD725345 was ~ompleted 'lat"051615H.; ".: i 
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A VII-GC l4 May 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation LAYofSON 719 (U) 

, ",' ,,'.\ ,.!.' . f 

(6) At 051500H vici.nity lD665353,' the, 6th Airborne Battalion 
contacted an unlmown size. enemy ,f.orce ,resulting in one ARVN KIA, 
five enemy KIA, Qne machine gun and one. 82mml'OOrtar base plate! cap­
tured. 1st Troop, 7th Armored Cavalry Squadron ~d the 1st Airborne 
Battalion closed on Objective A1o~i at 052000H o 

(,2) Between 05l500H and 1800H vicinity XD365395, the 4th, Bat­
talion, 1st Infantry Regiment made contact with an ene!l\Y force I vi­
cinity LZ Liz. ,The,contact resulted in three, ARVNKlA and three WIl, 
Enemy losses ,were 41 NVA' KIA~ 13XAK47 rifles,; ,one 82mm, one 60mm 
mortar and two B40 rocket launchers captured o " 

(lQ) Between .o51f>15~·tmd.'1700H:vfcini~ XD5340, the 9th Airborne 
Battalion received 300 rounds Df 152mm artillery resulting in no friendly 
casualties; however, an estimated 500 rounds of 105m and 155rok howitzer 
ammnn!tion were destroyedo 

W) On 5 March there were 678 helicopter gunship:, sorties nown. 
There were 13 B52, ~trikes totaling 1,053 tOn.a of 'ordnanL:e resulting in 
58 secondary explosions of a magnitude of t,wP:tc five. There vere 221 
Tac Air sorties flown rasul ting, in tvl),,; \la~e;f :9J;sf't, two structures, 
49 vehicles and 20 gun positions destroyedoThere were 22 vehicles 
damaged, i,two interdiction points struck" 57 ,secondary explosions and 
11 secondary fires., ... ';',,) I :, I ',' 

q." , 

6 MARCH 

(1) At 060630H vicinity XD530400~ the 1st Airborne Battalion CP 
received an unlmQW11 number/type rounds resulting in one ARVN KIA and 
tiveWIA. ! 

'~l ~f',-.' ,',:~ ",: 'r " .. ,' ,.'~:' ':.~ 't' • 

(2) At o61020H vioiii1tY'XD65327'8~ Xthe'!':7th VNI.£ Battalion found 
and destroyed 300I82mm mortar rounds o 

(3) At 061025Hvicinity XD5938~ the 5th Airborne Battalidn re­
ceived an unknown number and type of rounds resulting in eight ,ARVN WIA. 

<J.) From 061120H to '061l45H~ Khe Sa$ ~eceived approximately 
21I122mm rockets lIhich impac'ted iIi the 1st Brigade~ 5th Infantry 
Division (Meeh) area resulting in :two ,US KIA and ten US WI!. 

(5) At 061145H vicinity XD498337, the 4th Battalion, 3d Regiment 
oontacted an unknown size erie my force resulting in four ARVN WI!. Enemy 
losses were eight killed, three ~7s and oneB40 captured. 

, . 
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Avn.;.;.oo , , : 14 M3y 197 1 
SUBJECT, Combat OperatloDSi After, AotibnReport, 'Operation LAM30N 719 (U) 

, I 
~, ' ", ,,4,).\' '.~. ""-1'~ '" -·'.,r~·.~t·. ' . ," !": 

, (J.§) At 061610H vicinity lD742316,.~J;.~58th VNMJ Brigade : Recon-
na!s8ahce Team found 11, enem,y bodies, I(Ql)r;, fi:ve AK47 rifles and two 
12.7mm machine guns. 

. ., " 

, , ~'., I ' iii , 1 

(J:z) At 06l.620H vic,inity.XD57'7439, the 2d,A1rborne Battalion 
received an unknown ~.and type of rqunds, kUling six and wounding 
eight. ,. , ! 

I 
I 

w> At 061815H vioini ty ID478409~ 96 personnel from the Hac Bao 
Company vere inserted to link up with and assist seven US a.tators 
stranded in Laos. ' 

I 

W) At 062010H vicinitYiID9033~~~.\; B:~;,?qnvo;y of the 529th Trans­
portation Compaqy received fire from an unknown size enemy force re­
sulting in one US KIA, three',US;WIA,' .OJl~1 tanker destro;yed and ·;three 
tankers damaged. : 

'- t " i.', . ',' , 1 

(2Q) At062200H vicinity ID331424, the 4th Battalion, 2d Regiment 
found ten huts containing'four, 82~ mortars, six 60JIIIIl IOOrtars ,1 five 
75m recoilless rifle bipods, one 75mm recoilless rif10, 22I1~mm rockets 
and five outboard motors •. , All _~erlel were ~d.8'br018d. ' 

(zl,) At 062320H, Quang Tri: Combat Base received five rounds of 
l22mm rockets resulting in four US KIA, 12 US WIA, one i ton truck 
destroyed and two iton trucks and one 3/4 ton truck damaged. Also 
one billet was destroyed and one damaged. 

(0) Cumulative Results. 

U) Friendly 

<A) 
'( ;". , "', .. ';. ·,"',..··'ARVN KIA '1:,77'Y~,.;·' :·'410·: ' 

". " ", '.i."" 

<It) WIA 364 US 1,473 ARVll 

<£) MIA. 31 US 99 ARVN 

(g.) Equipment lost/destroyed. 

IDdi vidual veapons - 10.9 



Avn..GC : 14 K1i 1971 
SUBJECT I Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation LAMlON 719 (V) 

Artiller.y Pieces - 28 

roL - 86,00 gallons 

AmlllllJl!t1on- 1,105toI18 I: 
t ',' 

(,2> Bne~ 

<A> XI!, 

(R> PQi 

, .' ~ , . 

5.'41' (1,758 KBA) 

15 

~) Kster1e1 108t/d~str~8d.· 

Radios ~ 13 

Trucks·- 153 

Tanks -·73 
, I ,~. i", \ ~ , '~, 

. .&.mrmmi tion - 132, tons . 

Rice - 394 tons 
.. .. ,I • " ; ., ~ , .... 

Individual weapons '- ,1,982:,· 

Crew served wapons - 461. 

c. <§"Se j) 

(i) fR1Q4r' 07 Mir - 16 ~'.,'" 
I· ,,'I" 

(a) ~rations Harrati ~. 

(1) US forces continued to provide security for the installations' 
supporting RVNAP'forces in Laose During the period, the 1st Infantry 
Division elements successtullY operated in the Gia Lam objective area 
and Bach Mrl objective area from 11-14 Kttch. The 2d Battalion, 2d 
Infantry Regiment operated in the Cua Viet objective area from 15-16 
March. Emphasis shifted from search and attack operations throughout 
the 10 to commencement of phased extraction a the 1st Infantry Division 
tmits from the western portion ofthe!~O. The 3d Infantry Regiment (-) 
was the first tmit to be extraoted .from Laos on 16 Maroh. Elsewhere in 
the Laotian AO, the Airborne Division 'continued to perform screening 
operations north of the Ie Pon River an:i east or rSB Alotti, with only 
light ene~ contact reported. This period aall the introduction of 
additional tank units (4th Armored Cavalry Squadron) ~ the Aabome 
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AVII-GC 14 K1i 1971 
SUBJECT I Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation LAMlON 719 (U) 

Artillery Pieces - 28 

POL - 86,00 gallons 

Ammunition ,- 1,10; to~ ,: 
t ',' • ~ ". 

(2) Enem;r 

<A) KIA, 

<ll) POW 

;,,4i' (1,758 KBA) 

15 

(s;,) Materiel 10st/d~s~~8d.' 

, Radios,:" 13 

Trucks .- 1;3 

Tanks -,73 
• I .', ' 1\;' 

, lml1Dln1 t1on - 132, tone ' , 

Rice - 394 tons 
," ,':!': ~ , , 

Individual weapons '- .,1,982; 

Crevserved weapons - 461, 

c. QS"se D 
a> fBiM~' Q7 Hlr - 16~~,"; 

,~- , :J, ~ : , ;. }.' :. 

(a) ~rations Narrati~. 

'., 1 

I· 

U)US forces continued to provide security for the installations 
supporting RVNAF forces in Laos. During the period, the 1st Intantry 
Division elements successfully cperated in the Gia Lam objective area 
and Bach Kd objeotive area from 11-14 Maroh. The 2d Battalion, 2d 
Infantry Regiment operated in the CuaViet objective area from 1;-16 
March. Bmphasis shifted from search and attack operations throughout 
the AO to commencement of pba8~d extraction ~ the 1st Infantry Division 
units from the western portion ofthe!;.lO. The 3d Infantry Regiment (-) 
vas the f'irst unit to be extracted from Laos on 16 Ma.roh. Blsewhere in 
the Laotian !O, the Airborne Division 'continued to perform screening 
operations north of' the Ie Pon River and east ot lSB Aloui, with only 
light eDeIlU: contact reported. This period saw the introduction of 
additional t,ank units (4th Armored Cavalry Squsdron) ,in the Airborne 
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AVII-GC 14 ~ 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After, Action Report,. Operation LAl100N 719 (u) 

, .. , . . i 
Division AO to enhance qootTol of Route 9.,wsst. ot''theRVN~bo:i-der:to 
Aloui. Two Vietnamese Marine, Brigades. continued their operations 
astride Route 926. The enemy'~ ~. e.ffprt' was concentrated against 
the 1st Infantry Division poSitions ~ound rS,B. Sophia, Liz and 'La, Lo. 
There was noticeable ~crease inene~ activity as the 2d Infantry 
Regiment moved out of Sophia and Liz to positions around Soplqa East 
and Brow. On 14 March" the eDeIl\1 commenced heavy attacks by : fire , 
later followed. by ground attacks. on"'FSB to 10, which resulted .in the 
abandonment of FSB 10 10 on the night of 1;-16 Klrch. The en~D\Y 
concentrated bis forces northwest to AIoU! and south to FSB Delta to 
hamper resupplY of selective FSBs. The enemr concentrated indirect 
fire weapons against FSB AloU!, 10 Lo, Sophia, and to a losser extent, 
FSB Delta. The enemy oOll3lll8Dcedhi., long-anticipated attacks by fire 
against the Khe Sanh Base complex; however, these attacks achieved only 
limited results. ' 

(2) RVNAF vere in the process·of relocatin~ elements of the 1st 
Infantry Regiment in accordance with plane for the phased extraction of 
units from the V9starn portion of ,the LAMSON 719 AO in Laos. ;The 
Airborne Division cOntinued to operate northl,of the Ie Pon RiVer, screen­
ing and protecting the Corps north flank from Alou! to the RVN border. 
The Klrine Divisionoont1nued to operata 'With two brigades in the south­
east portion of the Laotian AO, conducting reconnaissance in force op­
peratioDs in the vicinity of Route 926. In the RVN, US units, the 1st 
Ranger Group and elements of the Marine Division provided security for 
lines of communication and critical support installations • 

. " , 

(J) During the period, 1,.3;0 tactical air sorties were flown in 
support of RVNAF forces operation in Laos. M:>st of thel'lao.\..Ur,' sorties 
vere visually controlled; hOW'ever, during bad 'Wea thar, particularly 
13-15 March, the majority of. :the sortiesvere radar controllie! or LCRAN 
drops. There vere 84 hcLight sortIes 'flown in support of ARVN forces. 
Helicopter support consisted of 4,361 gunship, 4,948 troop lif;t, 1,412 
air cavalry, 510 MEDEVAC and 7,404 logistical sorties. There Mere 
three days in vhich helicopter operations vore partially hampered b,y 
weather, particUlarly in the lOOrning. There vere problems in de­
livering heavy lifts into hot LZs, particualrly to FSBs Aloui,1 Sophia, 
Del ta, and Lo Lo; however, these locations .'were adequately supported 
logistically primarily by UHl logistical ~ortiea. Combat effectiveness 
of friendly forces 'Was generally maintained, although the 1st Infantry 
Regiment sustained significant casualties since 14 March in the FSB 10 
Lo area. There vere no marked changes in effectiveness of the Airborne 
Division and the 1st ArlOOred Brigade elements. Vietnamose Marine Units 
continued successful battalion size operations within their AOe. RVNAF 
weaknesses in employing tactical air in direct support of their units 
became apparent particularly during the retrograde phase of the oper-
rl~. ' 
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AVII-GC !14 !i!y 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After,' Act~onR8port~, Operation LAlfSON 719 (u) 

I 

Division AO to enhance control of Rout~ 9,.wt)st ot'.'theRV1LboJ:oder: .. to 
Alout. Two Vietnamese }lhrine, Brigades,.contiJlued their operations 
astride Route 926. The enemy's ~in, effprt· 'Was concentrated against 
the 1st Infantry Division positions ~0U¢ rSB, Sophia, Liz aDd.'Lo. Lo. 
There 'Was noticeable ~crease 1nene~ activity as the 2d Infantry 
Regiment IOOved out of Sophia and Lb to pos; tions around Sop~ East 
and Brown. On 14 March" the eneroy commenced heavy attacks by, fire, 
later followed by' ground attacks,on"FSB 10 Lo, which resulted ,in the 
abandonment of FSB 10 10 on thentght of 15-16 Ku-ch. The en&1lI1 
concentrated his forces northwest to Alou! and south to FSB D61ta to 
hamper resupply of selective P'SBe. The eneroy concentrated indirect 
fire weapons against FSB AloU!, Lo Lo, Sophta,and to a lesser extent, 
FSB Delta. The enem,y commenced' hi~ long antiCipated attacks by fire 
against the Khe Sanh Base complex; however, these attacks achieved only 
limited results. ! 

, ' 

~) RVNAF were in the process 'of relooating elements of the 1st 
Infantry Regiment in accordance with plane for the phased extraction of 
units from the western portion of ,the LAMSON 719 AO in Laos. ,The 
Airborne Division c6ntinued to operate nor,th:,of the Ie Pon River, screen­
ing and protecting the Corps north flank from Aloui to the RVN border. 
'I'ht'l ~,.i,.,,,, n.; ..... .f~i,,"',.......,,+~ .... , ... ~ ...... ..... r~··~ .... - ,.''''1- .......... , ., - '- \. ,. 




