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YEAR IRTERVRLS
1. (0) EAMR QF OPERATION - LAMSON pHSLASSIFY O 3¢
2741

2. (O W 300001H Jan 71 throngh 0617088 Apr 71.;5),,,5;“
3. (U) LOCATION - lort.hsrn Hilita.rr Region 1, RV and Southeastern

Lacs. Map, Sariss 1607, sheets 6341, €342, 6343, 6241, 6242, 6243,

6141, 6142 and 6143, scale 1:100,000,

4. (D) ::Au-« RS ~ nas, IXIV Corpe and HQS, I Corps.
5. (U) REPORTING QFFICER ~ Liswtenant Gaperal James V. Sutherland, Jr.

6. (0) Ww See h;pax A, Tagk Organisation.

7. (€)

a. See Annex A, Task Organization,

b, 7th United States Air Ferce provided air supper‘b iz the area
of operation, Sse Annex F, Air Support.

c. United States 7th Fleet provided Tasc Alr, on stationm, from off
the ghores of RVE, 8ee Annex F, Air Support,
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d. CINCSAC provided haavy bomber atrikaa, reconnaisaance and
tanker:: support.

i

8. (0 INTELLIGENCE - See Annex c, Intelligence.

9, (C) MISSION - XXIV Corps supports and.assists I Corps attack on
or about m:'y to destroy. enemy forees; and.stockpiles and sever
enemy lines of communications in Base Areaa 604 and 611.

10. (C)} - CONCEPT OF omgrlgu.

a. Backgro By October 1970 combined aaseaament of enemy inten-
tions indicated. that the NVA;g;snned toy

o
(1) Str Loy t.hqacapiwl city of Cambodia and cause the over-

throwjgf : “NoT ‘government, \

(2) Continue its efforts in the Republic of Vietnam and rebuild
its loglistics bases along the Cambodian border adjacent to III and
IV Corps, ' o ‘

(3) Gonduct intensified resupply and reinforcement operationa in
southern Laos during the dry season {mid October to mid April).

(4) Build up levels of supplies and équipment in Northarﬁ Military
Region 1 to support large scale operationg in Qnang Tri and Thua Thien
Provinces during the 1971 dry., season. ‘. _

b. JFlanning.

(1) Detailed planning based on the com}smcv planning directive
dated 7 Jan 71 (TS/LD), was begun on an extremely close hold basis.
The initial planning group was quite small and included representatives
of the G2 and G3, XXIV US Corps and I Corps. All initial planning was
accomplished in a secure area within IXIV Corps Headquarters to lessen
1ikelihood of disclosure. Flanning guidance was passed to subordinate
units under the cover of a 17 Jan 71 message giving planning guidance
for the 1971 Spring-Summer Campalgn and offering a course of action
and force equivalent similar to what wes actually used in Phase I, De-
ception techniques were considered and utilized., Owlng to the sensitivity
of information in this area it will not be discussed furthers in this report.

(2) LAMSON 719 was planned as a four phase operation,

(a) In-Phase I, (Operation Dewey G I), a US brigade siged
force was to attaohﬂ)f’.}al{:@?kg Jan W ar and secure QL 9
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to the Laotian border after an grtillary raid into the A Shau Valley

by the 101xt Abn Div (Ambl), RVNAF were to complete movement to northern
MR 1 and-take up. positions in preparation for their attack against

enemy - positions in aouxhern Laocge;. . © - .

(b) In Fhase II I Corps was to attack 8 Feb 71 with two reinforced
divisfons (32 maneuver battalions) westward along QL 9 into southern Laos
and occupy fixed firebases in preparation for operatigns against Tchepone.
US forces were ‘to continue to secure LOC, provide legistical, aviation,
artillery, Tac Air and B52 support.

{e) In Phase III upon seizure of Tchapone, RVNAF were to condnot
search and destroy operations in the vicinity of Tchepone. US forces
were to contingue  to/secure LOC and provide. logietics, aviation, artil-
lery, Tac Air and B52 support.

(@) - In Phase IV. .

1 Option A - On order attack southeast along Route 922 into Base
Area 611 with supporting operations 'in the Laotian Saliant.

2 Option B - On order, withdraw from Laos back along QL 9., US
forces: continue to provide LOC pecurity, logistics, aviation, artil-
lery, Tac Alr and B52 support. .

(3)_-P1anningiSchedulp.‘

7 Jan  COMMUSMACY :‘f"].ah;iiﬁg'bir:eéfive.

7=15 Jan Planning group formad and development oﬁ XXIV Corps/I
Corpe concept. v. . ii.s.s] L

16 Jan COMUSMACV/JCS approval of XXIV Corps/I Corps detailed
concepto t

: |
17 Jan  Cover plan‘issued.
20 Jan XXIV Corps/I Corps completed draft operationa order.

21 Jan XXIV Corps/I Corps rebe#&ed approval of 'detailed concept.

22 Jan XXIV Corps/I Corps staff revised as‘necésaary and‘final-
ized operations ordar.

25 Jan  Staff sections designate and trief IXIV Corps Forward
Staff (approximately 20 officers, 15 enlisted men).
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28 Jan “Company copmanders, platoon leadera briefed on operation.

29 Jan Troops brieﬁed on operation, Fiﬁst US units begin move
to. operational ares,. - KXIV’Corps Forward CP diaplacad to
operational area.

30 Jan Oparation commencesug foo et el Vo,
11. (0) Mﬁg_ B LI PR TR LSRRI O S CO RS S
B Pha ge 1) B N PSS

(1) Qperétions Naf}atigg,) o a

(a) Operation Dewey Canyon II (Preparation Phase for LAMSON 719)
was initiated at O0O01H 30 January, when lead .elements of the lst Bri-
gade, 5th Infantry Divisiaon. (Mech$ attacked with armored cavalry -
engineer task forces on two axes toward Khe Sanh, from Fire Support
Base (FSB) Vandegrift (see figure 1). The main attack was conducted
by Team A, 3-5 Cavalry (a Cavalry Engineer Tpam) on Axis Gold along
QL 9 touard Khe Sanh. The lead elements advanced .approximately 6000
meters during the hours of darkness without. enemy. contact. A aepondary
attack was conducted by TF 3-5 Cavalry (=) along,Axia Brown from the
vicinity of the Rockpile (XD978559), southwest toward Khe Sanh. A
Company, 7th Engineer Battalion (Combat) with three D7 bulldozers
accompanied Team A, 3-5 Cavalry and.began. constructing a ploneer! road
to the airfield at Khe Sanh: Three infantry battaliona scheduled to
operate in the Khe Sanh area were sugcessfully: ingerted by air com-
mencing at 0830H .30 January The 1ifts of the 3d Battalion, 187th
Infantry; 1st Battalion,1lth Infantry and 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry (-)
into three objectives in- the vicinity of Khe~Sanh ‘were completed at
1530 hours,

(b) The 14th Engineer Battalion (Combat) operating behind the at-
tacking elements along QL 9, installed nine of the 18 required bridges
and nine of the 20 required culverts. At Khe'Sanh, the planned site
for an assault airstrip paralleling the abandoned mat alrstrip, was
surveyed and a partial minesweep conducted. It was estimated that the
assault strip would be ready on 3 February and would be used until the
primary mat strip became operational. ‘The abandoned mat strip, which
was badly cratered, required extensive engineer:effort. Two hundred
one ton bundles of M2 matting were required to bring it to an operational
status, .

(¢) Initial artillery support was provi&ea by the 5th Battaiion,
4th Artillery at Khe Sanh; the lst Battalion, 823 Artillery (-) and the
2d Battalion, 94th Artillery at Vandegrift; and the 8th Battalion, 4th
Artillery at Carroll., |
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(d) TF 1-11 Infantry, 4-3 Infaniry, and 3-187 Airborne Infantry were
assigned areas -of operation Puma, Lion,-and Cougar respectively (see fig-
ure 2}, While TF 1-11 Infantry secured.Xhe Senh, TF 1-77 Armor remained
in the Vandegrift area and provided .gecurity of QL 9 from the Rockpile to
the  south of Vandegrift. TF 1-1 Cavalry was assigned the mission of con-
ducting a reconnaissance in force from Khe Sanh along QL 9 toward the
Laotian border. On .2 February the unit established a screen in the area
along the ID75 Northing Line, from the ;aotian border to approximately the
40 Eagt West Grid Line.

(e) On the 1lst of February, the movement of heavy Artillery continued
with the- deploymant of 8~4 Artillery\from.Vandegrift into the Khe Sanh area.

(£) By 1 February, engineer units had upgraded QL 9 from Vandegrift
to Khe Sanh and had opened the road .to- track vehicles as far west as Lang
Vei. Simultaneously, elements of the 27th Engineer Battalion began re-
moving the. damaged matting from the. abandoned airstrip at Khe Sanh.

{g) At 1520 hnurs on 2 February elementa of the 2d Squadron, 17th
Cavalry conducted a raid against.a suspected enemy installation in the
vicinity of XD875238. No enemy resistance was encountered; however, a
large bunker complex. containing-.evidence of, an enemy hoapital was dis-
covered and indications were, tha area;had been abandoned only 12-24 hours
prior to the raid.. TR s

(h) Multi-channel radic relay equipment was lifted: into Landing Zone
(LZ) Sarge (YD029478) on 2 February g order to facilitate communications
throughout the operational area. . . . -

(1) On 3 Febrnary, the 18ﬁ Ranger Group with its thrse organic bat-
talions (21st, 37th and 39th) completod én air 1ift into L2s vicinity of
XD6846 and XD6845 (FSB Phu' Loc)'s

(§) On 4 February, Area of Operation (A0) Lion was squeezed out in
the vicinity of the Rockpile; TF 1-11 Infantry continued operations in
the vicinity of Khe Sanh and expanded its AO to the east, assuming part
of TF ,-3. Infantry'a 0ld A0, TF 3-187 Infantry continued operations
along QL 9 west of Ca Lu, expanding its AO to the west and assuming the
remainder of TF 4-3 Infantry's old A6 (see figure 3).

|

(k) The ARVN Airborne Diviaion Headquartera and the 3d Airborne
Brigade, with organic artillery elements, closed into absembly areas
to the south of Khe Sanh on 4 February. .

(1) At-1700 hours on 4 February, initial work was completed on the
assault strip and a test landing by a €130 aireraft was conducted. De-
formations caused by the landing aircraft indieated a 1ack of soll
strength and compacting was requirad.
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(m) On 5 Februa:y, TF 1-1 Cavalry secured the area along the in-
tersection of QL 9 and the Laotian border, and TF 3-5 Cavalry reached
ID920490 along the newly. constructed ploneer: road along Axis Brown.

{n) The 37th Ranger Battalion and the 64th Field Artillery Battalion
advanced west from XD7144 to XD6845. L g R R
AN RA
(o) Due to the delay in the, completion qf ’ghe airfield at Khe Sanh,
the lack of sufficient 1200:gallon tankers, becams the: single most critical
resupply problem, since they. represented the: moat efficient way to double
the storage levels on ground delivery of POL, ,

(p) Weather prevented the planpned combat,assaulte of TF 4-3 into

LZs in the vicinity of the: chkpile ﬂuringté-SﬁFebrnary The unit as-
saulted into three LZs (XD764528,- XD751504. and XD782499). en 6 February,
The weather also precluded the: engineera from compacting the aasault
strip; therefore, during the bad weather. the engineer priority was di-
verted to constructing helicopter refuel and<rearm areas, fusl storage
areas, and improving Forward Support Area (FSA) 2 facilities at Khe Sanh.
The diversion was based on the projected heavy utilization of Khe Sanh
during the initial phases of Operation LAMSON 719, and becanse of the in-
ability to complete the assault strip priur to the initiation of the ARVN
attack into Laos. . S, .

(q) RVNAF units.continued moving into foruard assembly areas in prep-
aration for D-Day,. LAMSON 719, The~2d.Airborne. Brigade closed into Dong Ha
and Quang Tri. airfields at.1720 hours 6 Februarym‘ The: 1st Armored Brigade;
1st Airborne Brigada with supporting. artillery; 3d Regiment 1st; Division;
and the Command Post of the 1lst Regiment, lst Division moved by road and
alr to the vicinity of Khe Sanh, closing on 6 February.

(r) On7 February, 'I‘E 121 Gavalry cantinuing its screening mission,
secured QL 9 in the vicinity-of tha,Laotiah border«and assisted ARVN units
moving into assembly areas. The 1st Armored-TF, ‘congisting of the lst Arm-
ored Brigade and lst Airborne Brigade, moved into forward assembly areas
in preparation for a ground attack across the Laotian border. The lead
elements (one engineer platoon) crossed the border at 0712 hours 8 Feb-
ruary without contact, The Airborne Division and the lst Infantry Div-
ision (~) continued to assemble in Khe Sanh in preparation for assaults
across the border, : .

(s) The critical fuel problem was further complicated by the loss
of six 5,000 gallon tankers during an attack on a United States convoy
along QL 9 at 0200 hours 8 February, In preparation for H-Hour heli-
coptera began picking up critical JP, fuel ‘in blivets at FSA 1 (Van=
degrift) and tramsporting them to .FSA 2 (Khe Sanh), Plans were made
to bring additional tankers forward from rear areas to meset the fuel
requirements.
|
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(t) Artillery fires 1into: Laos inzsupport of Operation LAMSON 719
wera initiated at 0800’ hours 8 February. A total of.11 Arc Light strikes
weretflown(duringxthe early hours:of 8 February in support of the oper~
ation.

(2) 31323 ggat contacts, Phase I: S

(a) On 30 Jgnuarywthere uere two B52 strikes totaling 130 tons of
ordnance. There were 374 heliccpter gunship sorties. There were 35
Tac Air sorties resulting in two bunkers destroyed and:one secondary
fire. . There was one commando vault dropped constructing one two to
three ship LZ. Co

(v)- On 31 January there were two 852 strikes totaling 130 tons of
ordnance., There were 160 helicopter gunship sorties. :There were 20
Tac Air sorties resulting in 113 bunkers destroyed and'two structures
destroyed.

(c). on'1 February - there were 176. helicopter gunship sorties,
10 Tac Air . sorties resulting in 18 bunkers and six cache sites de-
stroyed and, twe, aecondary i‘ireso \There were. two comma o vault
misaiona to - construct an. eight ship and a two ship Lz,

(d) A raid by D/2-17 Cavalry on a suapected enemy installation
at XD854238 was conducted at 021520H with:no resistance, The unit
discovered 40-50 bunkers' (8X10) with; indications that they had been
evacuated 12-24 hours- ‘earlier... - SRR :

(e) At 021600H vicinity XD828238 an element of 2-17 Cavalry ob-
served and destroyed one truck L
St b

(f) On 2 Pebruary there wers 116’ helicopter gunship sorties and
16 Tac Air sorties resulting in 22 bunkers, five structures, two fox-
holes and one cache site destroyed. There were two commando vaults
used to construet two ship LZs. '

(g) There were three attacks by fire in north central Quang Tri.
At 031715H FSB Fuller (YDO159) received three 122mm rockets, and at
the same time, Camp Carroll (YD0645) received 20X122mm rockets. There
were no casualties reported At032355H, the 220th Regional Force
Company, in'a night defensive position vicinity Mai Loc (YD0952),
received an unknowyn number of B/O rockets resulting in'tvo WIA.

(h) On 3 February there were 127 helicopter gunship sorties, 16
Tac Alr sorties and two B52 strikep totaling 130 tona and resulting
in one secondary exploeion of a‘magnitude of two to three.
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(1) Gunships of 2—1? Gavalry engaged tha enemy at two locations.
At 041200H vicinity XD6753 and ID5753 they engaged 10-15 enemy, kil-

ling six.

(j) ©On 4 February there were 659 halicopter gunship sorties and
eight Tac Air sorties.: ,

(k) On 5 February there were 192 helicopter gunship sortiés, one
B52 strike of 65 ‘tons, two commando vaulis. dropped on truck parks and
storage areas resulting in the construction of three and four ship -
LZs and 14 Tac Air sorties.

(1) Elements of A Battery,.lst Battalion,. 82d. Artillery at XD985
received 22X122mm rockets at 061500H resulting in one US KIA and four
US wWiA, A . ST . A

(m) At approximately 061920H vicinity XD?LO}GS olements of the
lat Airborne Division abd 1st Armored Brigade received three bombs
containing cluster bomb units from an unimown type aircraft, Six
ARVN goldiers were killed, 51 wounded (50 percent reported as aerious)
and one armored personnel carrier destroyed. The aircraft was later
identifiied as being from the USS Ranger. ’

(n) On 6 February there were 334 helicopter gunship sorties, six
Tac Air sorties and two commando vaults dropped to construct three
ship LZ, ‘

(o) On 7 February there were 128 helicopter gunship sorties, 30
Tac Air sorties and two commando vaults dropped constructing two
three ship LZs. \

3 (p). At approximately 080200H a United Statés resupply convoy was

" attacked twice while moving west on QL 9 vicinity XD9853 and YDO256,

. The enemy used rocket propelled grenades, small arms and antomatic

t- weapons fire and the attack resulied in one;US WIA, one 5,000 gallon
tank truck. destroyed and.five 5,000 gallon tankara damaged. ‘

(3) Cumilative: Results.
(a) Casualties:
1 Friendly: 4
2 £§Hneam;ﬁf : T
a KIa: ‘o v

b. Weapons:

3
1
-
|
I
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Q). Individnal Weap9ns captured. ,5:;
‘(2) Crow Served wéapons Captuféd- 0 E

e Hhterial' - «;'u:]?
@ Ricé} 1 ton s ?3}.‘.;J e
v(g) Ammnnitipp.~ .65 ons. A

A R IOL TS Ly S

(1) APeriod-lj(S Feb - 23.Feb 1) « -

(a) ;nggugggg_ﬁa:raiixa.

Q) On the Sth of February, six ARVH combat battalions were success-
fully inserted by helicopter into.objective areas in Laos (see figure 4).
The headquarters, 3d Infantry Regiment with the 4th Battalion, 34 Infantry
Regiment closed. at LZ Hotel (vicinity XD7530) at 1100 hours without eon-
tact, The 2d Airborne Battalion closed Objective 30 (XD5846) at 1125
hours without contact. The 21st Ranger Battalion completed a 1ift into
an LZ vicinity XD5549 at 1300 hours. At 1620 hours both the lst and 24
Battalions, 3d Infantry Regiment closed vicinity LZ Blue. The 2d Bat-
talion, 3d Regiment established contact omn the LZ in the vicinity of
XD7227; however, the.lst Battaldon;:3d Regiment diverted from LZ Yellow,
closed 1n the vicinity of, XD7028 without: contact., Ths.3d Airborne

Brigade Headquarters and the 3d .Airborne Battalion closed onto Object-
ive 31 (XD5047) at 1700.hours without contact. ;

@ The 1st Armored Task Forqe, uith two cavalry squadrons and
two airborne battalions, thrust’geven kilometers into Laoe in the face
of light ensmy resistance.

(3) Elements of the 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech)
continued operations west of the YDO2 Northing Line with increased
contact, TF 1-1 Cavalry continued screening missions and security of
QL 9 in zonme with only one signiflcant contact at 1145 houwrs. TF 3-35
Cavalry opened the ploneer road. to track vehicles from the Rockpile to
Khe Sanh at 1635 hours.

(4) On 9 February all activities were hgggggpd by adverse weathsr
in the opera%xbnal area, Planned combat assaults were delayed 24 hours,
and the logistics build-up at Khe Sanh was slowed. In Laos, elements
of the 1st Infantry Division, the Airborne Division, the 1lst Ranger
Group and the Armored TF conducted operations in the vicinity of the
initial LZs and the axis of advance. OSignificant contacts involved

ugelements of the 215t Rangera four kilometera north of FSB 31 and the
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gth Airborne Battalion in the vicinity of FSB Alpha (xn595375) at 1715
hours, o SRR

(5) On the 10th. of February veathsr conditions improved and the
4th Battalion, lat Infantry Regiment completed an assault into LZ Delta
(¥D647302) at 1630 hours. The 9th Airborne Battalion completed an as-
sault into Objective Aloui (XD,88408) gt 1720 hours, despite heavy
antiaircraft fire. Two hours after the lead elements of the 9th Rir-
borne Battalion were inserted.inmto Objective Aloui, the Armored TP
attacked west -along QL 9, and effected a link.up. with the 9th Airborne.
All ARVN positions in Laos were congolidated dnring the remainder of
the 10th, Also under improved weather conditions, supply stockage

. levels at Khe Sanh 1ncreased. L

©) On”the llth of Febrhary, I Grpa continued to build up forces
in eastern Laos in preparation for a westward armored thrust along QL 9
toward Objective 11 and an airmobile attack on Objective 32. ‘The 3d
Battalion, 1st Regiment was 1ifted into L% Don (XD621273) at 1430 hours.
Based on intelligence of a large enemy build up approximately six
kilometers south.of .LZ Yellow, the gscheduled 1lift of the lst Battalion,
lst Regiment into LZ Yellow was -diverted into LZ Don, its 1lift being
completed ‘at 1730.hours. Contact increased as a large number of enemy
forces in small grcupa moved throughout the A0s in Laos.

(I) Frinndly operations on the l2th of February were characterizad
by an increase im enemy resistance west:of.Objective Aloul and sharp

" contacts in western Quang Tri Provincexand,eastern Laos, The conduct

of preplarmmed Baturatien, search and patrol operations in the 1st Di-
vision and 1st Airborne Division AOs. began producing signifidant quan~
tities of captured materiel,

(8) The 1st Division: pushed'further west with the 2d Battalion
1st Infantry Regiment landing at LZ Delta 1 (XD552342) at 1212053.

(9) Activity increased in the area of the 37th Ranger Battalion
(XD670477), as unknown size NVA forces began attacks by fire and num-
erous ground probes on the ranger position,_

(19) US operations in western Quang Tri continued to be Lriented
north and west of the Rockpile to curtail enemy haraaamenﬁ«and attempts

- to interdict Route 9,

(11) Operations in Laos during the period 13-16 Febrnary were
directed toward systematic search operations by the airborne units
north of the Xe Pon River, while the:1st Armored TF continued ateady
pressure to the west along QL 9. To the south of the river the lst
Infantry Division began attacks into the western end of Base Area 611
vith the successful assault into LZ Grass (xna91172) by the 2d
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Battalion, 3d. Infantry Regiment on the léth The most significant effect
of these operations was the, capture. of large storage depots and supplies,
and. the denial of their. contents to . the eneny., US operations in western
Quang Tri were oriented to the north and west of the Rockpile in an effort
to curtail enemy harasement" of Route 9., The enginger units continued
improving all lines of ,commpaication and. storage area8°‘and the air-
field at Khe Sanh was completed. .

(lg) Heather prohibited scheduled‘combat assaults on the 17th and
combat operations were characterized.by continued search operations
near unit positions, When the weather cleared on the 18th there was

a significant increase in. activity. Elements of the §irborpme Divisign
reported two. contacts during which. the forward command post of the
308th NVA Division was overrun, Elements .of thg gg Squadron, 17th
Cavalry cut two six to eight inch gigglinea at XD465425 and XD471415,
sending flames 30 feet. into the air. Elements of the 1st and 3d Reg-
JAmentis continued searching southwest toward Route 92 and Eoufe 917,
The airborne elements .praceeded with multiple company size sveeps
north and south.of QL 9, Elements of the.2-17 Cavalry began reporting
heavy concentrations of enemy. forces. in the vicinity of the 2lst and
39th Ranger AOs. During,the evening of 18 February, in the vicinity
of XD602512,. tha 39th Rangar Batialion began receiving heavy attacks
by fire and ground attacks from an unknown size enemy force., Contact
continued throughout the 19th, Elsments of the Airborne Division re-
ported heavy contact with, the enemy northeast of Aloui. Tac Air,
artillery and gunships ‘were employed extemsively throughout the AO.
Contact involving the 21st and 39th Ranger Battalions remained heavy
throughout the night of 19-20 February. Seven fixed wing gunships
and six flareships were employed in support of the 39th Ranger Bat.
talion, Between 0730 and 1430 hour®m on the 20th, 32 fixed wing sorties
were flown in support of the Rangers. .Resupply. and MEDEVAC were at-
tempted under heavy Tac Air, gnnahip,~and artillery cover, Some MED-
EVAC ships did succeed in landing on the 39th Ranger position and were
able Bo deliver supplies and evacuate some wounded. Two aircraft
were shot down upon 1lift~off from the Ranger position and one landed
in the vieinity of the 21st Ranger position; the other landed near
Objective 30¢ At 1710 hours on the 20th, communications with the 3%th
Rangers was lost and at 1803 hours all effective resistance had ceased.
"I Corps reported at 1856 hours that, the 39th Ranger Battalion vas a~ -
Bandoning its pcsition.and:ma?ing to 1ink’ up with the 21st Rangers.
Later, 200 members, including 50 wounded of the 39th Rangers, reached
the 21st Ranger position°

(13) The let Infantry Ragiment continued to search in the vicinity
of Route 92 while the' 3d Regiment conducted detailed search operatioms
in their AO, Contact with small groups of enemy, attacks by fire, the
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conducting of" bomb damage aseessmanta of air atrikea, and the uncover'
ing of depot/cache sites summarized the. activity. The Armored.TF con-
tinued operationa along Route 9 uest from Aloui»and north on Route 92,

(14) On the night of 21 and 22 February, the 21st Rangars began
receiving mortar, rocket. and 130mm artillery fire., Flans were made

to evacuate the dead and wounded from the Ranger LZ on the 22d. After
extensive preparation of the LZ area, the extraction of approximately
122 Rangers was completed prior to last light on the 22d.

(15) On 23 Fabruary, the lst Infantry Diviaion affected a .boundary
change for the 1st and 3d Infantry Regiments (see figure 5). The east
boundary of the lst Regiment was the RVN/Laos.border; the west boundary
of the 3d Infantry Regiment was the Xe Bang Hlang River; the north
boundary of the 1lst Infantry Division. ¢ ntinued to be tha Xe Pon River;
and the south boundary was the XD20 Nor hing Line. The boundary be-
tween the 1st and 3d, Infantry Regiments extended; from XD613330, south-
west along the creek to, XD612314, southwest to XDSQOBO?, southwest to
XD574295, southwest to XD570270 and southwest to XD500200. The effect
of repositioning of the, 1st Division forces,then in progress was to
make the lst Infantiy Regiment responsiblg for, the A0 in the eastern
portion of the lat Infantry Division area. and the 3d Infantry. Regiment
responsible for: the; ueatern portion,

b. tGontacts. : S RIS .

8 FEBRUARY

(1) At 0808205 vicinity XD5950 gunshipa engaged four track ve-
hicles, one with a msunted: 37mm gun : The’ wehicle,with the 37mm gun
was destroyed. T Sor e e
e “; Li. 7.‘{:’2‘ “ ',/',]';‘;:.3‘.;; :’ “;' KON
2 At 0809553 an armored personnel carrier of TF 1-77 Armor det-
onated a mine vicinity 13955551 resulting in one US KIA and six WIA

(3) US Air Cavalry olements obaerved two - unidentified enemy tanks
vicinity XD48248, at OB1100H.

(4) At 081145H, C/1-11 Infantry made- contact with an estiniated
squad vicinity XD697395., Gunships cama on station and placed fire
on the enemy. One helicopter was hit by ground fire. Results were
two KIA and three WIA. ,

(5) At 081145H vicinity XD5830, a UHIH received 12.7mm fire, caught
fire and crashed resulting in two US KIA and two MIA

(6) The 21st Ranger Battalion cloaed on an'L3 vicinity XD5549 at
081300H, Upon landing et the LZ elements received an unknown amount
12,7mm fire resulting in 11 HIA.lims.Air Cavalry units in the area

P ";,k,\»‘.v; e
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killed one NVA yicinity XD492500 destreyed one 24 ton truck vicinity
ID555502, destroyed another 24 .ton truck at. XD525330 and engaged a
bunker complex vicinity XD559510 which reaulted in numerous secondary
explosions lasting one. half hour.l~y e S

(;z) At 081315H vicinity IB959537 _an MllB from c/3-5 Cavalry
detonated. an unknown type mine. resulting in five US- WIA and major
damage to the vehicle. The unit wes then engaged with small arms
fire resulting‘in‘one additional WIA., -

(8) At 081500H vicinity XD590368, a UHIH received | 'an unknown number
of hits and crashed resultinghin four US KIA and seven ARVN KIA,

(9) During the period 081605-165o'i§ vicinity XD728275, elements of
the 2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry observed and engaged six 'NVA resulting
in six enemy- KBA. - B , o

(;Q). The 24 Battalion, 3d. Infantry Ragiment closed on LZ Blue
(XD7227) at 081620H., Contact was established in the LZ area on landing
at 081345H resulting in fiye ARVN WIA, nine NVA KIA, one 12.7mm machine
gun, one-AK,7 rifle and one Chicom radio captured.

(11) At 081655H s Alr Gavalry elaments conducting a rocket run,
observed a mumber of large secondary. explosions with fireballs and
flames up to- 1,500 feet, vicinity XD528470. ‘At .090330H forward air

H‘»
'

(12) At 08165OH gunships engaged five NVA in bunkers vieinity
XD723276, killing all five,

(13) At 081930H, the 1st. Banggr Gxgup\headquartera and the 37th
Ranger Battalion vicinzty XD632370 peceived 50 rounds mixed 82mm mortar
and 105mm fire resulting in three ARVN KIA and 15 WIA.‘

(Lg) Other air operations during the night reaulted in a €130
aircraft destroying six trucks and damaging one at XD395423, and
destroying four trucks and damaging two others at XD391429.

(153) On 8 February there were 468 helicopter gunship sorties and
11 B52 strikes of 717 tons of ordnance resulting in 40 secondary ex-
plosions of a magnitude of two to .8ix. ‘- There were 52 Tac Air sorties
flown resulting in 11 bunkers destroyed, 40 vehicles destroyed and 18
damaged, one gunsite destroyed, 13 secondary explosions and 23 second-
ary fires. There were four commando vaults dropped constructing three
LZs and uncovering 30 fighting ppsitions.'




RLLOMIHED
.- ) ri,',ﬁmy.. ;

A
N
T S

AVIIGC e e U, My 3971
SUBJECT : Gombat OPera.tions After Action Report Operation LAMSON 719 (U)

9 FEERUARY.

Q) A/2-9 Art;.llery .and. c/s—-z, Artillery; elements vicinity ID715375,
received 20-25 unknown type. rounds at- 0913353 reaulting in two US KIA,
one ARVN KIA and five US WIA, Lo e

(2) At 0915458 elements of the 2lst Ranger Battalion made contact
wvith an estimated reinforced; enemy. company; vicinity XD585502, Gunshipas
and Tac Air were employed. and contact was: broken before dark. Results
were one ARVN KIA, one WIA, eight enemy KIA, and one AKL7 captured.

3) on 9 February there were 173 halicopter gunship aorties and
nine Arc Light strikes of 587 tons of ordnance resulting. in 31.second-
ary explosions. of a magnitude of two to five. There were 63 Tac Air
sorties resulting in 17 vehicles destroyed. and nine damaged, one cache,
ond gun position and one tank destroyed -six secondary exploaiona and
17 secondary fires,- There were three. commgndo vanlts dropped wlth
results unknown .due to weather. Vo e

10 FEBRUARY

Q) -at 1001451{, 181: Battalion, 3d Bagiment elementa mchanically
ambushed an unknown size enemy force vicinity. XDP703261 resulting in
11 enemy KIA, one rocket.propelled grenade launcher, one 75mm recoilless
rifle, two AKA?S, and a small quantity of ammunition captured, :

w(2) At 1012303 ‘the 3d Adrborne Batta.lion con‘tacted an nnknown
alze enemy force vicinity XD517,73 regulting in one ARVN KIA, seven
WIA and aix Molotova trucks ceptured (one loaded with 120mm ammunition)
At ID520472, elements found a cache containing 14X82mm mortars, four
122am rocket launchers and nine AKA? riflaa.z;-g

(3) At approximately 101300H a flight ‘of four VNAF UHI aircraft
were engaged by 37mm antiasircraft guns vicinity XD5653. Two of the
aircraft were downed resulting in five KIA, including the I Corps G3
and G4, One aircraft included the crew and an unknown number of pas-
sengers, reportedly including four US reporters.

(4) At 101515H vicinity XD948526, TF 3-5 Cavalry was engaged by
an unknown size enemy force resulting in seven US WIA and one Mil3 dam-
aged. Artillery, gunships and Tac Alr were employed resulting in one
secondary explosion., At 1850H the unit observed an airstrike and swept
the strike area finding five NVA killed by air.

(5) At 101515H, TF 1-77 Armor received an attack by fire from an
unknown size enemy force resulting in seven. US WIA, one armored per-
sonnsl carrier damaged and three NVA KIA, .- :
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(_) On 10 Fehruary there were:- 466 helicopter gunship sorties and
geven B52 strikes of. 456 tons resulting in 43 secondary explosions of -
a magnitude .of two,to five. There.were 109 Tac Air sorties resulting
in two bunkers, eight structures, two foxholes, 16 vehicles and six
gun positions destroyed. There were 13:.vehicles damaged, six enemy
KBA, eight secondary. explosionS\andalz secondary fires, There were
four. commando vaults. dropped targeted against enemy base camps and
storage areas reaulting in four three to four ship LZa being con-
structed‘-, : I T ‘ Cal

11 FEERUARY -

(1) At 110855H, TF 4-3 Infantry conducted a one company combat
assault into.an L2 v1cin1ty XD911564 without opposition., At 110950H,
Air Cavalry units supporting. TF. 4~3»received heavy 12,7mm fire vicinidy
XD930530.,, Tac Air and artillery were employed with unknown results.

At 1130H an Alr Cavalry OH584, leading an assault, received 12.7mm
machine gun fire and, crashed. A .UHLH attempting to extract the downed
crew was. hit and subsequently crashed.. Two US were killed and five
were wounded during:a contact in the vicinity of the downed aircraft,
One NVA was killed and one AK47 captured. Both the OH48 and the UH1H
were destroyed. - The.helicopter crewmen:were' extracted.

(2) :On the 11th, the Armored TF established motorized patrols and
maintained road blocks,three'kilometers north and south of Objective
Aloui, At 1112/5H, elements of the TF contacted an unknown size enemy
force resulting in one ARVN KIA, one WIA and two armored personnel caxp-
riers destroyed. At 111205H, an armored personnel carrier detonated
an unknown size mihe resulting in nine ARVN WIA, Enemy casualties were
27 KIA, five AK47 rifles and 50 rounds 82mm mortar ammnition captured,

(3) At 110915H vicinity XD643434, the 2d Airborne Battelion on a
search operation contacted an unknown size enemy forca, resulting in
one ARVN KIA, one WIA, five enemy 'KIA, two AKA7 riflee and one B4LO
rocket launcher capturedo

-

cg) At 111200H vicinity XD605329, the 1st Airborne Battalion con-
tacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in seven enemy KIA and two
AKL7 rifles captured

(8) At 111400H vicinity XD674302, the 4th Battalion, lst Regiment
contacted an enemy force resulting in four ARVN KIA, 12 WIA, and eight
enemy KIA, Two AKA7 rifles, 5,000 rounds 7.62mm, S0XB40 rounds, five
claymore mines, 3§'huts and two stdne” houses were destroyed.

(6) At 111550H vicinity XD727240, the 2d Battalion, 3d Regiment
contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in one ARVN KIA, six
ARVN WIA, 14 NVA KIA, four AK47 rifles, 100 kilograms rice, €0 tires,
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25XB41 rounda, lL grenades and 1,000 meters of telophone wire destroyed

(1) Ax 111615K'vicinity XD622277, the 3d Battalion, lst Rogimant
found 23 NVA bodies killed -by air, :two 12 7mm machine gunsa, four AEL7
rifles and .one Chiconm radio. ‘ o

(8) At 111825H Vicinity ID585520, the 2lst Rangar Battalion con-
tacted an eatimated enemv platoon resulting in .11 NVA KIA, 1

(9) At 111900H, FsA 1 at Vandegrift received six 122mm rockets,
resulting in four US KIA and two US WIA,

- (10) At .111930H vicinity XD595378,>eiemants of the 1lst Airborne
Battalion .made contact with an unknown size enemy force resulting in
19 enemy killed and two AKL7 riflea captured. ;

Q1) At 1122OQH]vicinity ID582503, the Elst Ranger Battalion re-
ceived an attack by fire of 40X 82mm mortar rounds resulting in six ARVN
V1A, :

(12) 11 February thero were 380 heIicopter gunship sorties
and six B52 strikes of 391, tons, rasulting in 27 secondary explosions
of a magnitude of two to five., There were 99 Tac Air sorties flown
resulting in 26 vehicles and 13 gun positions destroyed, 11 vehitles
damaged, 43 enemy KBA, 122 secondary explosions and 1/ aecondary fires.
There were two commando, vaults dropped against. enemy base campa and
storage areas resulting in one four to. five;. .ship L2 being constructed.
Weather precluded further BDA,

12 FEBRUARY

(1) TF 43 elements’ tniggered a mechanical ambush at 120830H
vieinity XD922553. Another element moving to aasist TF =3 received
small arms fire, The enemy, in well dug-in positions were engaged
with small arms, artillery, and Tac Air. Contact was broken and the
unit continued to.search the area, -Resulte were two US KIA and eight
WIA. Enemy losses wers unknown, R

(2) At 120945H vicinity XD613427, the 2d Airborne Battalion con-
tacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in three ARVN KIA, 32
enemy KIA, 20 individual weapons and thrae crew aerved weapons de-
sgtroyed.

(3) At 121100H vicinity XD6T0466, eleménts ‘of the 37th Ranger
Battalion contacted an unkhown size enemy force. Gunships were called

An and at 121120H vicinity ID673482, one AHIG was downed by 12,7mm

o
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fire resulting in two crewmembers KIA° At 121305H vicinity XD653349,

another AHIG .was downed resulting. in; twp crew members WIA, The results

of the Ranger contact were, four ARVN KIA, .six WIA, 13 onemy KIA, one
priaonar, and ten AK47 rifles captured.. .

\\«r}-‘

Q) AL 1212348 vicinity XB60H355,. the 3d Battalion, lst Regiment

discovered:a cache containing 600 individual weapons, 400 82MM mortar
rounds, an unknown amount of 1207mm and 122mm rocket ammunition and

50 enemy killed by air. .

(5) At 121700H vieinity XD622253, the lst Battalion, lst Infantry

Regiment found 80 houses containing 4,180 pounds of rice, 500 pounds
of salt, 400 pounds of sugar, three cans of pork, 20 pigs, 17 cases of
12,7mm- ammunltion, :30, ahqvela, twq cases of dynamite, 70 uniforms and
100 jacketa. ' . .

(6) Air Cavalry éiementé,of 3-5,Cévélry observedlﬁunkers vicinity

ID8758,. The area was engaged with air and artillery resulting in two
enemy killed by air and four killed by artillery. !

(Z) On 12. February there were 866 helicopter gunship sorties flown.

Five B52 strikes were flown with 326.-tons of ordnance dropped resulting

in 21 secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to five. There were
133 Tec Air sorties flown resulting:in one bunker, four vehicles, one
cache site -and nine gun positions destroyed. There was ons vehicle

damaged, 11 secondary explosions and .four secondary fires, There

was one. commando vault dropped against an enemy base camp and storage

area constructing one two to three ship LZ,

13 FEBRUARY

(1) At 130150H vicinity XD575503, elements of the 39th Ranger

Battalion contacted an enemy force killing 43 enemy, Friendly losses
were one KIA and ten WIA, Two 37mm antiaireraft guns, :two 12,7mm
machine guns, 3,000 rounds 12,7mm ammunition, 2,000 rounds AK47 am-
mmition, ten rounds B40 and B4l ammnnition and miscellaneous equipment
wvere captured.

(2) Between 130300 and 130500H, the 21st Rzmger Battalion was

in contact with an estimated enemy company. A C130 aircraft support-
ed the Ranger contact and was credited with killing 15 of the eneny.

(3) Between 130'700-1000H vicinity XD588505 elements of the 21st

Ranger Battalion contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in one
ARVN KIA, seven WIA, four enemy KIA and 300 cases of antitank ammin-

ition captured. !

,,,;,,
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3] At 1313.303 vic:inity 19615427, the 2d Airborne Battalion
while searching, contacted an unknown size enemy force killing six
and capturing one. One BAO and one AK47 rifle wers also captured.

(5) The '3d Battalion, lat Ingantry Regimant continued searching
the area of XD6025 and found two K50 emall machine gung, 30175mm
recoilless rifles, 53 bags of salt (13,000 pounds), 500 boxes iof blank-
ets, hammocks and mosquito nats, 1,000 picka and .shovels, and 82X55 ~
gallon drums of POL. | .. SET e ‘

(6) At 13]030H vicinity XD721228, the 2d Battalion, 3d Infantry
Regiment captured three new Russian trucks, .

‘,‘;‘ Jrly‘*‘?;v“. _‘\(.!x.

(1) At 13L430K vicinity. XD642428, elements of the 2d Alrborne
Battelion contacted an unknown size enemy . force killing 19 and capturing
five AK47 rifles and one BAO launcher. Friendly casualtiea ‘were three
ARVN KIA and .two, WIA.;w‘ . R ;

(8) At 131500H vicinity xnezazsé the 4th Battalion, 1st Infantry
Begiment found and dostroyed two tons. of. unpolishad rice.

(9) - At 131645E vicinity XD69'7221,,, the lst Battalien, 3d Infantry
Regiment found slx enemy killed by air and artillery, aix cases of
12.7mm ammunition, three cases of AK47 ammunltion, .and .one AK47 rifle
destroyed. . , .

(10) At 131715H vicinity XD697216, the 1et Battalion, 3d Infantry
Regiment contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in two ARVN
WIA, eight enemy KIA, one 60mm mortar, and one AKL7 rifle captured.

(11) During the 13th.of February,. elements of the lst Battalion,
1st Infantry Regiment. while searching in- the vicinity of XD6025, found
a large depot area and contacted an unknown size enemy force killing
28 enemy. The depot contained one German machine gun, seven RPDs, one
B40, one B4l, two SKS, one. ton of boots.and:gloves, three tons of pork,
2,000 chickens and- ducks, 70X55 gallon'drums of POL, five gonerators,
2,000 cooking pans and two tons of paper. : ‘

(12) on 13 Fehruaryfthere wers 501 helicopter gunship sorties flown.
There were five B52 strikes of 304 tons of ordnance reasulting in eight
gecondary explosions of a magnitude of two to five. There were 120 Tac -
Air sorties flown resulting in two structures, 59 vehicles and four
gun positions destroyed. Thers were 15 vehicles damaged, two roads

. struck, 30 secondary explosions and 125 secondary fires.

R N Lok
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in the same area. Sporadic contact continued with -three US HIA and
unknown enemy losses. Later,.a patrol was contacted by .an estimated
enemy platoon employing a command detonated mine.vicinity ID928547 at
151255H, resulting in three US killed and six wounded. Weather pre-
cluded use of aerial field artillery and gunships. .At 150900H in the
same vicinity, elepents of the unit obsqrved and engaged 24 enemy on
a trail resulting. in 15 enemy killed fou:tAK47 rifles and two radics
captured. At 1700%H, the unit’ received 15X 82¢im mortar rounds, however
po casualties resulted. ‘ ,

(2) At 151110& vicinity mso%va, the 3d A:h:borne Battalion re-
ceived an unknown number of 122mm rockets resulting in two Aﬁvﬁ KIA

~and four WIA,

(3) At 151200H vieinity XD540313, the 24, Battalion, 1st Infantry
Regiment found eight tons of rice and 175IAK47 rifles. Five bodios
and 28 fresh gravee were also found.--»w,-~ -

) At 1512155 vicinity IDS'?A?A? ‘the lst Battalion 1st Infantry
Regiment received 80X82mm mortar rounds followed by a ground attack by
an unknown size enemy force, resulting in'two. AKVN-KIA and eight WIA,
There were also three enemy KIA and two AKL7 rifles captured., At 151245H,
the 1st Battalion, 1lst Infantry Regiment, while searching vicinity L2
Hotel 2 (XD588218$ made contact with an wnknown size enemy forem re-
sulting in six ARVN;HIA. .Enemy casualties weres unknown. The..2d Bat-
talion, 1st Infantry Regiment, while searching wicinity XD540317 at
15144 5H found 45 bags of rice and 43 bodies apparontly killed by air.

(3) At 1512on xvicinity m59&60 tho 24 Adrborne Battalian, vhile
searching, contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in two ARVN
KIA, tbhree ARVN WIA, five enemg KIL five AK47 rifles and aqne 841 cap-
tlu'edo

(6) The 39th'Rangei Battalion reported receiving unknown type
and amount of fire vicinity XD59%515 at 151330H, resulting in five
Rangers WIA, In & later contact at 152245H vicinity XD590514, the
unit reported two ARVN WIA and five enemy KIA, i

(7) At 151600H, B/2-94 Artillery, on request from an aerial ob-
server, engaged the enemy in grid ID&ﬁOAO?. One ensmy truck was de-
stroyed. , '

(8) At 151605H, the Hac Bao Company vieinity XD652377, reported
finding one 37mm antisircraft machine gun, one ton of AK ammunitionm,
27XAKLT rifles, two Russian trucks, and eight bunkers destroyed.

(9) At 151630H vicinity XD5828, the 4th Battalion, lst Regimsnt
found 20 houses, 100 blocks of dynamite and ten bags of rice. I :

20
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(10) ‘At 151700H vicinity XD528421, the 8th Airborne Battalion,
while searching, contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in
12 ARVN wounded. Enemy casualties were. unknown,

(1) At 151750H vicinity XD613428, the 2d “Airbornel Battalion con-
tacted an unknown size enemy force killing five enemy and capturing
two individual weapons and one crew served weapon.

(12) At 151830H vicinity XD525425, the 17th Armored Cavalry Squad-
ron found two Russian trucks and destroyed six tons of rice.

(13) On 15 February there were 822 helicopter gunship sorties and
three B52 strikes totaling 195 tons of ordnance resulting in four
secondary explosions of a magnitude of three to six. There were 107
Tac Alr sorties.flown resulting,in 30 bunkers, 39 vehicles, two gun .
positions destroyed,- one vehicle damaged 13 secondary explosions
and 11 secondary fires.

16 FEBRUARY

(1) At 160715H vicinity XD920528, elements of TF 4-3 were pre-
paring to depart their night defensive positions when they received
small arms fire from approximately:15 enemy. Fire wasgreturned and
mortars and artillery employed, The enefry broke contact under cover
of mortar fire, The results were three US KIA, three WIA and three
enemy KIA, Artillery fire in support of TF 4~3 operations vicinity
ID919536 results in. 46 enemy killed, one AK47 and three packs captured.

(g) ‘At 161020H vicinity XD692162,. the 2d Battalion, 3d Regiment
contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in one ARVN KIA,
 five ARVN WIA, six enemy KIA; one B4O and one AK4L7 rifle captured

(3) At 161110H vicinity XD692222 elements of the lst Battalion,
3d Infantry Reglment were engaged by an unknown size enemy force re-
sulting in three -ARVN WIA, six. -enemy KIA and one AK47 and BAO found.

(4) At 1611,.101{ vicinity xnsezz,ao the 6th Airborne Battaion re-
ceived an unknown number and type of mortar rcunds resulting in two
ARVN KIA and five WIA, .

(5) At 161630H, the 1st Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment engaged
an unknown size enemy force vicinity XD563254. Gunships were employed
resulting in"seven enemy KIA and four AKA? rifles captured,

(6) At lél?ASH vicinity XD9254, elements of TF 4~3 engaged an
estimated two company sized enemy force receiving heavy small arms
and indirect fire. Artillery and TPQ radar directed air strikes pre-
vented the enemy force from penetrating the friendly positions. The
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enemy broke contact at 162149H. Reaults were 11 US WiA and unknoun

enemy casualties, A

{7) At 162200H %rié-initj xn583‘503’, ele.n;ents’~ of the 21at Raxiger
Battalion contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in six NVA
KIA, seven ARVN WIA, and.50 hand flares captured..

(8) On 16 February there were 524 helicopter gunship sorties flown
and five B52 strikes totaling 13 secondary explosions of a magnitude
of two to six., There were 91 Tac Air sorties flown resulting in 25
bunkers, 14 structures, 12 vehicles, four.cache sites and six ‘gun po~
sitions destroyed. There were six enemy KBA and 8ix secondary explosions
and ten secondary fires. =~

17 FEBRHARI

(1) At 170040H, TF 3-187 Infantry and attached cavalry elements
raceived an attack by rocket propelled grenades vicinity ID9239, Te-
sulting in one'wdhiﬁledestroyed and one receiving minor damaga.

(2) At 170555H in the vic:mity of Insozz.os,.the 8th Airborne
Battalion end the 1lth Armored Cavalry Squadron contacted an umknown
size enemy force resulting in four ARVN WIA, 36 enemy KIA, one enemy
captured, 16XAK47 rifles, one radio and 600 pounds of dynamite cap-
tured, The enemy was reported wearing uniforma of North Korean man~
ufacture. - » ,

(3) Between 170600H and 0700H, the 3d Infantry Regiment Command
Post vicinity XID696216, .received 250 rounds of 82mm mortars followed
by a ground attack resulting in six ARVN WIA, elght enemy KIA, one
AK47 rifle and 35 blocks of dynamite oaptured.

(4) At 170635H vicinity xn565235, the 3d- Battalion, lst Infantry
Regiment contacted an unknown gize enemy force raaulting in 15 enemy
KIA, seven AK47 rifles, one 12,7mm machine gun tripod, one K50, 500
rounds of 12,7mm ammunition and 300 rounds of AK47 ammunition baptured.

(5) At 170800H vicinity XD630270, the 4th Battalion, 1st I.ni‘antry
Regiment found a cache containing six Chicom radios, two AN/GRC-9
radlos, 500 batteries, one radio test set and one ton of electronic
parts. Sixty huts were also destroyed.

§

(6) At 1708308 vicinity XD692214, the 1lst Battalion, 3d Infantry

" Regiment found six ensmy bodies, one auntomatic rifle, 20 blook! of

dynamite, 12 rounds of B4l ammunition and five granadea.

i
i
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(7) at 170830H vicinity XD632270, the 4th Battalion, 1st Infantry
Regiment contacted an. estimated epemy .platoon moving toward FSB Delta.
Contact lasted approximately one hour and resulted in one ARVN KIA,
one WIA, eight enemy KIA and five individual weapons captured

(8) At 171030 vicinity XD628427, the 8th Airborne Battalion and
17th Armored Cavalry Squadron found one PT76 amphibiods tank, two
Russian trucks, one 12,7mm machine gun, .and two 7.62mm fachine guns,
At 171105H vicinity XD6Q7393, the lst Airborne Battalion (-) made
contact with an unknown size enemy force resulting in one ARVN KIA,
two WIA, two enemy KIA and one AKA7 rifle captured., |

{9) At 171530 vicin}ty 1:1)692163,1 the 2d Battalion, 3d Infantry
Regiment received an unknown type and ‘amount of indirect fire result-
ing in three ARVN KIA and eight WIA,

(10) On 17 February there were 115 helicopter gunship sorties and
four B52 strikes totaling 239 tons of ordnance resulting in 26 second-
ary explosions of a magnitude of three to ten. There were 80 Tac Air
gorties flown.resulting in one bunker and 12 vehicles destroyed. There
were five' vehicles damaged, 16 secondary explosions and seven second-
ary fires, : ‘

18 FEBRUARY

(1) At 180745H vicinity XD646403, the 1st Airborne Battalion con-
tacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in eight enemy KIA, two
AK,7 rifles and one 110V generator captured. This was reported to
have been the forward command post of the 308th NVA Division. Between
180910H and 1140H vicinity XD608374, the 1st Airborne Division contacted
another enemy force resulting in one.ARVN KIA, eight WIA, 38 enemy KIA,
one captured, five AK,7 rifles..two, RFDs, 150 grenades, and 16 protect-
ive masks captured.

(2) At 180830H, the 1st Ranger Group Command Post vicinity XD677457,
received eight 82mm mortar rounds resulting in two ARVN KIA and four WIA,

(3) At 180845H vicinlty XD5652549 the 1st Battalion, lst Infantry
Regiment received 80X82mm morter rounds and a ground attack resulting
in one ARVN KIA, four M6 rifles destroyed, seven enemy KIA and two
AKL7 rifles captured

(4) The 24 Battalion, 3d Regiment, while searching vicinity XDé95162,
engaged an unknown size enemy force at 180850H; resulting in two ARVN
WIA, five enemy KIA and two AKA7 rifles captured.
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(g3) At lSlllOH vicinity XD4442 Air Cavalry elements déstroyed one
truck and damaged one truck and one track vehicle. At 181120H vicinity
XD465426 and XD466425, they observed three six to eight inch pipelines,
Two lines: wera severed.leaving one burning and the othar with fuel
draining. on, the ground, At 181230H, vicinity XD461415, another pipeline
was - observed, aevered and set afirse, -.At;approximately 181320H vicinity
1D5025, Air Cavalry elements Observed -and engaged eight 2% ton POL
tankers, All eight were destroyed. : ,

(6) At 181200H vicinity XD470348 "an, AHlG received ground fire,
caught fire and crashed., Both crewmembers were WIA and extracted im-
mediately.

@ it 181600H vicinit,y ¥b. 3349, an  OHBA Tecelved small arms fire
from an estimated six to ten enemy, Cunships engaged the enemy and
RF/FF forces moved into, the area killing.three enemy and. capturing
weapons, Supporting gunships killed nine anemy.

(8) At 181900 vicinity XD527412, the 9th Airborne Battalion
received 21 rounds of .122mm rockets reanlting in one ARVN KIA and
eight WIA, . = . T e

(9) At 181925H, the helicopter refuel and rearm point at Lang
Vel received 15X82mm mortar rounds and small arms fire., Approximately
20,000 gallons .of JP4:and one UHIH were. destroyed., Another UHLH and
OﬂﬁA were damaged, - - Coae ,’.if*'l-,n‘r Aanges b i

(10) At 181230H vicinity XD595515, a UH1 was downed by ground
fire. Four personnel were extracted and the crew chief remained on
the ground with friendly forces. :

N L TR W Il F AN “.s__. »:.'_‘,"_3._ ‘ * ;
(11) At 182000H, the 1st Infantry Division CP vicinity ID856378,
received 21182mm mortar rounds resulting in 11 ARVN WIA,

(12) On 18 February there were 644 helicopter gunship sorties and
eight B52 strikes totaling 522 tons of ordnance resulting in 11 second-
ary explosions of a magnitude of two to five., There were 141 Tac Air
sorties flown resulting in five bunkers, 34 vehicles and two gun po-
pitions destroyed. There were five vehicles damaged, one road attacked,
26 secondary explosions and 16 secondary fires.

19 FEBRUARY

(1) At 199820H vicinity XD530335, the 2d Battalion, 1lst Infantry
Regiment found and destroyed 35X55. gallon drume of gaaoline and threse
Russian trucks.
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(2) At 191030H. vicinity XD675130, the 2d Battalion, 3d Regiment
found and destroyed 20 tons of rice.and six hectares of potatoes.

(3) Air Cavalry elements observed and engaged a pipelina vicin-
ity XD510360 at 191245H, The pipeline was cut and left burning. At
191315H vicinity XD521320, another.pipeline was observed and engaged.
It was cut and two sustained fires-resulted in one enemy KBA. Between
191253H and :1325H at XD512306. and -XD521343, two POL points were engaged
by gunships and both were left burning,

(4) Betwaen 191246H and 1301H vicinity XD668124, XD673567 and
IDéAAAOS, Air Cavalry elements observed and engaged an enemy force
in the open killing a total of 29,

(5) At 19¢250H vicinlty XD497415, the sxh Arborne Battalion re-
ported contact with an unknown size enemy force. A T34 tank, one gen-
erator, and one 23mm machine gun. ‘barrel were destroyed. No friendly
casualties were reported, ‘

(é) At 191320H vicinity ID565218 the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry
Regiment contacted an unknown’ size enemy force with. no results. A
search of the area revealed foun tons of .82mm, B0 and 12.7nm amm-
nition. . The 3d Battalion wlthdrew and Tac Air destroyed the cache.

(7) The 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment, while moving to cut
Route 914, was engaged by an unknown aize eneny force at XID575215 at
191500H, The 24 and 4th Battallons, 3d Infantry Regiment contimed
attacking west to seize the road :junction vicinity XID6315 and XD6313.
During this attack .the 4th Battelion found a "service station" complete
with equipment vicinity XD660165. : The "station" and its equipment were
destroyed. L

i ‘”" |
H

(8 At 191700H vicinity'xns3d£72g'the 3d Airborne Battalion
found a cache containing one truck which had been destroyed by air,
5,000 gallons of oil, five tons of 82mm mortar and B4O0 ammnition, and
100 tons of rice, All but the rice was destroyed by the unit.

(9) At 191715H vicinity XD744493, a platoon size element from
TF 3.5 Gavalry made contact 'with an unknown size enemy force, The
contact continued until 192345H and resulted in five US KIA and seven
WIA, At 191715H vicinity ¥D821454, a five ton wrecker detonated a mine
resulting in two US WIA and major damage to the vehicle.

(Q0) At 191800H vicinity XD574251, the 1st Battalion, lst In-
fantry Regiment came under heavy attack. Artillery and gunships were
employed and the unit requested emergency resupply of ammunition and
water. The first two resupply attempts were aborted due to hostile
fire; however, resupply was completed on the third attempt. A US
crew chief on one aircraft was KIA,
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Q1) At 192200H vicinity YD023561, an ARVN convoy was ambushed
by an unknown size enemy force employlng claymore mines and grenadea
from the south side of QL 9. One ARVN ‘was KIA two WIA and five trucks
damaged. . .

(12) Oﬁ 19~F9bruary there were 602 hélicopter gunship sgrties
flown. There were elght B52 strikes of 500 tons of ordnance resulting
in 20 secondary explosions of a magnitude.of two to ten. There were
133 Tac Air sortles flown reeulting ineaz,vehiclee, two cache sites
and 13 gun sites destroyed, .three bunkers, one, structure and*six vo-
hicles damaged. There were two roads atruck six enemy KBA 13 second-~
ary explosions and’ eight secondary fires. A

LTINS TR T TN
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20 FEBRU&RE

Q) At 2004303 a platoon of TF 3-5 Cavalry in its nlght defensive
position vieinity XD897497 received Intense small arms fire and rocket
propelled grenades from the;north and northeast. The enemy was observed
in the perimeter wire and was engaged with organic weapons and artillery.
Results were one US KIA, seven WIA, three .yehicles damaged, one enemy
KIA, one AKL7 rifle,captured and one, B40;captured

(2) At 200730H vicinity ID505408 elements of the 8th Airborne
Battalion contacted an unknown size. enemy force resulting in one ARVN
KIA and eight WIA, Enemy casualties were umknown.

(3) At 200850 vieinity XD50647) {FSB,31), the 3d Airborne Bat-
talion received an unknown number and type rocket attack resulting in
the destruction.of 1,000 rounds of lOSmm ammnition,

(4) At 200910R vicinity XD506471, the 3Q Airborne Brigade CP received
30-50 rounds 130mm fire resulting 1n|five ARVN KIA and two WIA.

(5) At 200930RH vicinity XD569250, the 1st Battalion, 1lst Infantry
Regiment was engaged by an unknown size enemy force and received 250X82mm
mortar rounds, Results were six ARVN KIA 23 WIA, 15 enemy KIA, two
AX.7 rifles and one B4O capturedo

(6) At 201030H vicinity XD6624,92, an OH58A observed a garden plot
and the aircraft drew AK4L7 fire.,  Two AH1Gs were called in and engaged
the area, drawing 51 caliber fire. One AHLG was hit and forced to land.
The crew was extracted. The other AH1G supporting the extraction re-
ceived ground fire, crashed and burned, The first AH1G was gubsequently
extracted. i

(7) The enemy attempt to gvgzrﬁn'tne 39th.RanEer Battalion po-
sition continued during the early hours of the 20th. Alr observers
reported 400-500 enemy troops around the fire base at 201150H. At

‘ ‘ i
!
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2017103, communications with the 39th Battalion was lost, but at 1830H
enemy mortar rounds were still. impacting on the position. At 201830H
the Ranger Gromp senior advisor reported that all effective resistance
had ceased., I Corps reported that at. 201856H, -the 39th Battalion was
abandoning the position.and moving to-the nearby position of the 2l st
Rangers. Results of the 39th Ranger Battalion contact were 178 ARVN
killed.or missing and 148 WIA (92 evacuated). There were 107 members
of the, 39th Ranger Battalion comba} effective when they joined the 21st
Ranger Battalion, '-Enemycasualties'repcrted were 639 KIA, 423 AK47
rifles, 400.automatic rifles, 15x340/z1 and 25 unknown type machine guns
destroyed. S - ,

(8 At 201215H vicinity XD530487,'a gunship received heavy ground
fire and observed 20 enemy in the open which were engaged resulting in
ten enemy killed by air, .

(9) At 2012158 v1cin1ty XD515345, the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry
Regiment found and destroyed one: damaged 3/4 ton truck and three tons
of AOmm ammmition, ' 1

(JQ) TF 1-77 Armor contlnued operations in their assigned A0, At
202351H vicinity XD98051%, .a.US: convoy was ambushed by an enemy squad
size forece. Six.vehicles were hit-and Teceived major damage. One US
was KIA and two WIA. Elements swept the area and discovered two machine
guns positions on the west side of the road. One enémy was KIA, one
AKA? -and one RPD ‘were. found. , .o . 1 o

Cll) At 201225H vicinlty xnsszz, a UHLC received 23mm and 37mm fire
and was downed, The Hac Bao Company attempted to secure the sircraft
but were unable to do so due to hostile fire, The crew of the UHIC was
carried .as MIA,

[ TR SO [ PSR
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(12) At 201630H vicinity XD578245, the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry
Regiment contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in three ARVN
WIA. Enemy lossee were 20 KIA and seven AKL? rifles=captured

(13) At 201850H vicinity XD530430, the 17th Armbred Cavalry Squadron
and the 8th Airborne Battalion received an attack by fire resulting in
one ARVN KIA and four ARVN WIA.

(14) At 201900H vicinity XD506471, the 3d Alrbotne Battalion received
60 rounds of 82mm mortar, 130mm and RPG fire, resulting in one ARVN KIA
and seven ARVN WIA,

‘(15)‘ On 20 February there were 558 helicopter gunship sorties.
There were nine:B52 strikes” totaling' 565 tons of ordnance resulting
in 16 secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to five, There were

|
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113 Tac Adr sorties flown resulting in 12 bunkers, 44 vehicles, five

gun positions. and one. cache site destroyed, :There was one structure
damagedy:11. vehiclesg damaged, 18 secondgry axplosions and 21 socondary
fues. NEETRES RTINS T ,-". IR B 1i e PR

21 FEBRUARY =~ | U |
| |

() At 211030H vicinity XD506471, the 3d Airborne Battalion CP

received an unknown number of mortar and racket rounda, resulting in

one 105mm howltzer 70 percent damaged and. one 60 percent damaged

(2) At 211200H vzcinity XD643267 the Ath Battalion, 18t Infantry
Regiment engaged an unknown aize. enenmy.: @orco result ing in three ARVN
WIA. There were 38 enemy KIA, three AKL7 rifles, four SKSs, two ML
carbines, one K43 small. machine gun and a quantity of medical: suppliea
captured. ‘ :

(3) At 2112308 vicin'ity-xbsaalﬂé; ’the" 34 Arborne Battallon found
and destroyed 5,500 gallons of POL and 160 rounds of B4l ammunition,

(4) At 211230H vicinity XD496322, an unknown size enemy force
detonated a 1lst Regiment Reconnaigsance.Company's Mechanical Ambush.
resulting in four enemy KIA,-:two:AK47. rifles, one B4O and one' Ml cap-~
tured. While the unit continued to search vieinity XD600320, they
found and destroyed 20 huts, 20 bunkers and 12 tons of rice,

(5) At 21:125015{ vicinity XD496358 the 24 Battalion, 1st Infantry
Regiment engaged an unknown size enemy force with artillery and AFA
support. There were 17 enemy KIA (11 by AFA), one 12.7mm machine gun,
one AK,7 rifle and one B4O captured. The unit found a training center
in the contact area consisting of .50 huts with underground bunkers, two
tons of rice and 500 cans ‘of food rations,"

. :

(6) At 211345H vieinity XD502479, the 3d Airborne Battalion re-
ceived an unknown number of 82mm and 130mm rounds, resulting in two
ARVN KIA and four WIA, Two 105mm howitzers received 65 percent damage

‘and one 1/4 ton truck was destroyed.

(2) at 211600H vieinity XD515349, the 2d Battalion, 1lst Infa.ntry
Regiment found and destroyed 300 meters of pipeline. At 211600H vi-
cinity XD634156, the 2d ‘Battalion, 3d Infantry Regiment found and de-
stroyed 30 light truck wheels, 200 pounds of dynamite, 200 delay fuzes
and 500 meters of telephone wire, ‘

(8) At 211745H vicinity XD555429, the 9th Airborne Battalion re-
ceived an unknown number and type of mortar rounds resulting in one
ARVN KIA and four WIA,
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- . l
(9 At xz_llusﬁ vicinity xns,aou.g, the 17th Armored Cavalry Squad-
ron found and destroyed four tons of 37mm ammunition,

(10) TF 3-187 Infantry CP vicinity XD927547, received 82mm mortar
fire commencing at 211445H and continued sporadically until 211800H,
resulting in 11 US WIA. At 211545H vicinity ID914552, a platoon size
element engaged four, to seven enemy in bunkers, Artillery and AFA were
employed resulting in five enemy KIA.

(11) At 211930H vicinity XD580503, tha 21st Ranger Battalion on
FSB Ranger South received an unknown. number and type of mortar rounds.
One ARVN was KIA and nine WIA.. 5

(12). At 212015H, the 24 and Ath ‘Battalions of the 3d Infantry
Regiment cut route 92 in the vicinity XD636147 and destroyed a bridge
in the vicinlty of XD533157,

(13) TF- 3~5 continued operatlons in their assignad A0 on 21
February. Extensive air and artillery were employed against enemy
positions viginity XD744%. - The movemsnt into the area disclosed
a complex of 50-60. bunkers, 20 of which had been destroyed including
two mess halls, Tac Air was targeted to destroy the remainder of the
complex. g P ‘

{14) On 21 February there were 687 helicopter gunship sorties
flown, : There were nine B52 strikes totaling 565 tons of ordnance and
resulting in 20 secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to five,
There were 119 Tac Air sorties flown resulting in 38 bunkers, one
structure, 20 vehicles and three gun positions destroyed. There were
eight vehicles and two cache sites damaged one enamy KBA 40 secondary
explosions and 24 aecondary firefo : ;

N *t&k - ‘:L e \";.":» 4

‘22 FEBRUARY

(1) In TF 3-187 AO, at 220550H vicinity XD912564, reconnaissance
elemants initiated contact with an unknown size enemy force employing
small arms fire and artillery. The enemy returned small arms fire
and sporadic mortar fire (approximately 30X82mm). Results were three
US WIA, enemy losses were six KIA, four AKA?S, two medical kits and
two diaries captured,

(2) At 221030H vicinity XD535441, the 8th Airberne Battalion
found and destroyed ' 30X1220m rockets and 32X60mm mortar rounds.

(3) Between 221115H and 1215H, the area in thelvicinity of the
Ranger LZ was prepared with Tac Air Air Cavalry, AFA and artillery
for 45 minutes, while MEDEVAC pelicOpters orbited nearby. According
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to plan the MEDEVAG helicopters raturned 'to.the base after the prep-
aration without landing. At 221400H another preparation of one hour
duration was complated. At approximately.221450H the first of 13
MEDEVAC gorties landed in:the Ranger.LZ, one aireraft landing at a
time. Helicopters evacuated a total of 122 Rangers and one US, MED-
EVAC operations were unopposed until the final sortie was on short
final. The Commanding Officer of the 21lst Ranger Battalion notified
the alr commander that the zone was taking 12.7mm fire from s position
500 meters to the east., Gunships on.station.silenced the fire and

the final sortis landed and evacuated. the., ;emaining wounded, . None

of the sorties received hits and the LZ was not shelled during the
operation., The 1st Ranger CP Commapder stated that all wounded had
been evacuated and that. approximataly‘AOO Rangera remained in the 2lst
Ranger Battalion poaltion of which. apprqximately 100 of them vere
members of the 39th Ranger Battalion. ~

(L) At 22135H v1c1nity :ms?zzla, “the 34 Battalion, lgt Infantry
Regiment engaged an unknown size enemy force, resulting in ome ARVN
WIA and nine enemy KIA, one RPD, four AK47 rifles, and 7.5 tons of rice
captured. The unit found 43 fresh graves in the contact area.

(5) At 221625H vicinlty m535436,, the 17th Armored Cavalry Squad-
ron was in contact with an unknown size enemy force, Results were six
ARVN WIA and one armored personnel. carrier destroyed.

(6) At 221625H vicinity XD644L4T, the;2d‘hirborna Battalion made
contact with an unknown size enemy force, Small arms fire and mortars
were employed. -Results were two. ARVN KIA and 18 WIA., Ten enemy were
KIA, three Chicom machine guns and three automatic rifles captured.

(Z) From 221630H to. 1830H, vicinity. ID615396 the 1st Airborne
Battalion engaged an’ ‘tinkdieown size enemy force uith organic weapons
and artillery.. Results were two ARVN WIA and 20 enemy KIA, |Two
individual weapons, 40XB40/41 launchers, 12X82mm rounds, 215 grenades
and assorted small arms and BAO/Zl ammmnition were captured and ex-
tracted.

(8) From 221630H to 1800H vicinity XD640415, the 11th Airborne -
Battalion made contact with an enemy force., Results were one ARVN
KIA and 14 WIA, Eneny. casualtlies were unknown. The attack included
approximately 50X82mm mortar rounds on friendly positions., The enemy
broke contact at 1800H., Results were.two ARVN KIA, 13 WIA and three
armored personnel carriers destroyed.

(9) On 22 Pebruary there were 589 helicopter gunship sorties.
There were ten B52 strikes totaling 630 tons of ordnance and re-
sulting in 12 secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to five,

3.0
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There were 129 Ta¢ Alir sorties flown resulting in 23 bunkers, one fox-
hole, 25 vehicles and four gup positions destroyed. . There were four
vehicles and.one gun position damaged. -.There were llisecon&ary ex-
ploaions and seven secondary. fires, .. , :

23mmwﬁ*”7*4”¥“ﬂ”
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(1) At 231100H v1cinity xn4904089 the 11th Armored Cavalry Squad-
ron received five 82mm mortar rounds resulting in flve ARVN WIA and
one armored peraonnel carrier damaged .

(g) At 231140H vieinity., XDﬁﬁlglé thg 3d Battalion, lst Infantry
Regiment contacted an: unknown size. 6nemy;farca resnlting in one ARVN
KIA and. 1l- enemy KBA, .

@__f:gzm_z_&u_eb_;.z_na:)

(a) rat rrative ﬂL

Q During the period the. enemw continued concerted efforts to
impede resupply and MEDEVAC of ARVN fire support bases in Laos by
employing indirect fire on FSBs and’ .directing intense antiaircraft
fire against resupply -and MEDEVAC. aircraft. On 25 Fehruggy the
enemy . conducted a coordinatedtank/infantry attack against the 3d__

 Airborne Battalion on FSB’BLAJ ‘Enemy. forces succeeded: in seizing FSB
31 but sustained heavy losses in the process, On 26 February armored
and airborne elements to the south of the firebase linked up with re-
maining elements of the 3d Alrborne Battalion east southeast of FSB
31, Tac Air and the defending forces destroyed 15 enemy tanks. The
general area around FSB 31 was still under ARVN control on 3 March,
Elements of the 24 Airborne-Battalion.located on FSB 30 continued to
receive heavy indirect fire, tank.and infantry attacks, MEDEVAC
and resupply continued to be hazardous; however, essential lifts
were completed, During the night 2-3 March the enemy continued heavy
assaults against FSB 30, With support from €130 gunships and two Arc
Light strikes, ARVN units continued to hold their positions. During
the morning of 3 March a search around FSB 30 revealed 98 NVA KIA and
36 weapons captured. During the afternoon of 3 March the 24 Airborne
Battalion withdrew to the vicinity of XD58,5 to facilitate resupply
and the extraction of wounded, 1In the south, the 3d Regiment was
in- @ally contact while conductlng company aize search and clear op-
erations, FSB Hotel 2 received periodic indirect fire and ground
attacks during the: entira perlnda'lﬂha 24 Battalion, 3d Regiment sus-
"tained heavy: casualties a8 a result.of almost continuous contact with
a reinforced anemy battalion southeast of FSB Hotel 2.
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(2). The 34 Battalionm,., 3d Regiment was’ inserted to reinforce the
24 Battslion. The two units effected link up and moved to secure the
LZ for evacuation of wounded, : On 28 February, FSB Hotel 2 was closed.
On 1 Merch, the lst, 2d and. 3d Battaliona,.3d Regiment were sxtracted
from the Hotel 2 area to FSB Delta 1 and LZ Brown, The 1st Regimsnt
was operating northwest of the 3d Regiment without significant results.
Elements of the Armored Brigade and the 8th Airborne Battalion con-
tinued operations.vicinity FSB. Aloui, and succesafully withstood several
attacks by fire. Dus to the 1ncroaaing enemy; armor threat, the 1st
Tank Troop, 7th Armored Cavalry Squadron was moved to FSB Aloui The
1st Division was directed to make the main attack to seiis the final
objectives at Tchapone instead of the lst Alrborne Diyision, The 1lst
Regiment began to move west on. 3 Harch w;th g’ two battelion pombat
assault into LZ Lo Lo (XD4337). The 1,7th VNMC Brigade began 1ifting
units into LZs to ths south of FSB Delta in the former lst Diviaion AO,

(3) The 39th Ranger Battalion remained gombat ineffective due to
heavy casualties sustained. in the mianBbruary gction. The pattalion
was extracted from the AO and displaced.to Da Nang for the purposse of
refitting and receiving replacementa.,L .

{4) The 2d Battalion, 3d Regiment, 1st Division became copbat
ineffective due to the heavy casualties. sustained in the Hotel 2
area, The battalion:was moved out of. the.AO.to.Khe Sanh and:was
further extracted to Hue for refitting.

(5) The Bd Airborne Battalion also: becamé ineffective due to its
heavy casualties sustained in combat on FSB 31 and the battalion was
Jpovedcdo Lao Bao for refitting.

{6) The 2d Airborne Battalion remained in heavy contact vicinity
FSB 30; however, its combat’ effectiveness -was_-doubtful because of the
weak leaderahip and poor unit discipline.  All other units were con-
sidered combat effective.

(7) The most significant event initiated by the enemy during ths
last week in February was his use of tanks in support of attacks a-
gainst FSB 30 and FSB 31, Allied forces reported destroying at least
52 enemy tanks. A prisoner stated that possibly a tank regiment had
been committed against the LAMSON 719 forces. The enemy also intro-
duced SA2 missiles into the Laotian battle area. Alr Force Forward
Air Controllers, Army pilots, aerial photographers and tactical air
recce all reported missiles, transportation equipment and antenma
vang and other surface-to-air associated equipment near the tri-border
ares. On the morning of 2 March, forward air controllers reported

1 avading- three surface-to-air missiles near the tri-border area.
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remained in. control of key terrain:in the vieinity of FSB 31, The Air-
borne. Division was successful In gecuring the northern flank of the area.
The Marine Division assumed responsipllity of the former 1st Division
AO to the south. One VNMC Battalion from the 147th VNMC Brigade was
operating in the vicinity of FSB Delta, XD6430. Elements of the 258th
VNMC Brigade were relocated into. Khe Sanh staging area for deployment
into the Marine Division AO.. Elements of the 1lst Armored Brigade were
inserted. into the .southwest sector. of .the AO. The 1st and 3d Regiments
of the division were operating.vicinity XD6430 and XD5036. The 1lst
Regiment CP, with one infantry battalion, was operating out of FSB Lo
Lo vicinity XD432?,, The;1st.Ranger CP with the 21st and 37th Ranger
Battalions continued to hold FSB Phu Loc, vicinity XD6745°

(10). Tac Air was,highly responsiva to requiraments and was con-
sidered a primary factor for successes against ememy armor and holding
critical terrain around major FSBs., There were 77 Arc Light missions
flown in support of ARVN.forces,..Bomb damage assessment was reported
on 12 targets consiatlng of /33 secondary ‘explosions with a magnitude
of two to six, 208 NVA killed by air, nmumerous weapons and bunkers
reported ‘destroyed. There were 1,657 troop 1lift sorties, 900 resupply
sorties, 1,084 air cavalry sorties and 2,180 gunship sorties flown in
support -of friendly forces, Fourteen helicopters were lost to enemy
fire.

(11) Upgrading and maintenance of QL 9 west of Vandegrift and
opening of the pioneer road from the Rockpile to Khe Sanh and west
of Khe Sanh to the Laos border continued, The Khe Sanh airstrip and
helicopter facilities continued to be improved,

- (312) A total of 1,485 five ton vehicle sorties were deliverad
from FSA 1 to FSA 2 carrying all classes of supply. 'During the
period 517 €130 sorties delivered 6,033 tons of cargo, and 542
helicopter sorties delivered 2,034 short tons to advance ARVN units.
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(v) Significant Contacts. ;s; s :t
2, FEBRUARY h

Q) At 240940H vicinity XD621266, the.4th Battalion, lst
Infantry Regiment contacted an:unknown size enemy force resulting
in one ARVN WIA,,. ‘eight enemy KIA and two AKA? ‘rifles captured.

(2) At 24091.,§H vicinity XD595244, the: 1st Battalion, 1st.
Infantry Regiment contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting
in one ARVN WIA, ten enerqy KIA and three AKA? rifles captured.

(3) The 2lst Ranger Battalion liﬂted from ID5850 to FSB.30
closing at approximately 1225H " The mvemnt of the battalion to
FSB Phu Loc (XD6745) was interrupted by an attack by fire on FSB
30, Approximately 160 Ranger remained on FSB. 30 overnight, The
remainder of the 39th Ranger Battalion was withdrawn to FSB Phu
Loc on returning supply heliccpters on 24 February

i
i
(

(4) At Khe Senh, 21 6130 aircraft had landed as of 241700H,
Approximately. 164 trucks had ‘moved from FSA l to FSA 2 as of 241600H,
Of these, 13 were 1,200 gallon tankers. ' !

(5) At 241900H vicinity XD502408, elements of the 1lth Armored
Cavalry Squadron received.an attack by.fire-cansisting of 26X82mm
and ten 75mm rounds., .There were two ARVN KIA and 12 WIA. ] »

(6) On 2/ February there were 448 helicopter gunship sorties
flown. There were 11 B52 strikes totaling 652 tons of ordnance
resulting in 14 secordary explosions, of a magnitude of two tol five.
There were 120 Tac. Air sorties ,flown,resnltingz in four water craft,
26 bunkers, 32 wvehicles-anditwo gun: positiona destroyed. Thers
were nine vehicles damaged, 13 secondary explosiohs and 43 secondary
fires. : !

25 FEBRUARY

(1) Between 250730H and 1215H vicinity XD65505, the 2d Bat-
talion, 3d Infantry Regiment contacted an snemy force resnltipg
in nine ARVN KIA, 52 WIA, and four Ml6 rifles.lost. Enemy cas-
ualties were unknowna. ;

(2) At 250815H vicinity XD515397, elements of the lst Air-
borne Battalion received an attack by. fire congipting of ten 75mm
recoilless rifle rounds and 30182mm mortar rounds reaulting ih two
ARVN KIA and nine WIA, ST .

A

4 C
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. (3) Between 250900H and 1600H vicinity XD622276, the 4th Bat-
talion, 1st Infantry Regimant repg;ved 200X82mm mortar rounds and a
ground attack from an unknown;size enemy force resulting in two ARVN
KIA, four WIA, 11 enemy KIA, two AKL7 rifles captured, one AK47 rifle
and one B40 rocket launcher destroyed.

(&) At 250930ﬁ yicinitx XD§91223, elements of the 3d Battalion,
1st Infantry Regiment' made contactzwith an enemy forée. Tac Air sup-
port was called in and a sweep of the area revealed 17 enemy killed
by air, and three AK47 rifles deatroyed. There were no friendly cas-
ualties. , o

(5) At 2511008 viéiniéy"x’né“svzls "the' 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry
Regiment, while searching the area of an Arc Light strike, found 92
enemy killed by air; 30 AK47 rifles destroyed; four BAO, oné B.1, one
12,7mm machine gun,. three 37mm antiaircraft. guns, eight tons of am-
munition (including two tons of 37mm), one half. ton of rice and an
unknown: amount of documents captured.

{_) Between 251330}1 and- MBQH vicinity KD568202, the 3d Bat- -
talion, 1st: Infantry Regiment, found.a tunnel containing an estimated
50 enemy bodles, ope 10 kilowatt generator, two tons 6f 82mm and 12.7mm
ammunition and one truck destroyad by Tac Air.

(1) At 2517008 vicinity mﬁso/,so the 17th Armored Cavalry
Squadron contacted an;: unknown, aizepﬁnemy‘force, resulting in nine
ARVN WIA, two M, tanks, and one Ml13 AFC destroyed. ' Bnemy losses
were unknown, 1

(8) At 251800H vicinity XD520398, the 8th Airborne Battalion
received 100 rounds of 122mm rocketa killing nine ARVN and wounding
tenn 3

() On 25 February, the following related activity took place:
The 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division (Ambl), consisting of 1-501
Infantry and 2-5-2 Infantry moved into northeastern Quang Tri Prov-
ince. The units occuy ied positions at Al, A2, Bl, Mal Loc and Camp
Carroll (see figure 5). ! At 251800H, the 3d Alrborne Brigade assumed
operational control of the lst. Battalion, 61st Infantry {Mech) and
responsibility for the 40 in northeastern Quang Tri east of YDO8
Northing Line and north'of the Trach Ham River, '

(10) At 251900E vicinity xn6%216 the lst Battalion, 3d In-
fantry received 30X82mm mortar rounds and 75mm recoillesa rifle fire,
resulting in three :ARVN' KﬁA and three WiA.
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@) On 25 February there. were. &96 halicoptar gunship sortiea
flown., There were ten B52 strikes totaling 630 tons of ordnance re-
sulting in two secondary explosions 'of a:magnitude of two, There were
128 Tac Air sorties flown rasulting 1n 74 bunkers, ‘one vehicle and
two gun positions destroyed. There were three vehicles, one bunker
and one gun pogition daemaged. There were. 25 enemy KBA, six secondary
explosions and. 31 -gecondary fires. ,

26 FEHRUARY

1) at 260315H vicinity XD696219, the lst Battalion, 3d Infantry
Regiment received an unknown type and number of mortar rounds, fol-
lowed by a ground attack from gn unknown 8ize ememy force resulting
in five ARVN WIA, 45 enemy KIA* eight AK&?’rifles, three B40, three
B41, one Chicom radio‘and‘four cans of -dynamite captured.

{2) At 260725H vicinity XD655205, the 2d Battalion, 3d Infantry
Regiment received an unknown number and type of incoming rounds, fol-
lowed by a ground attack by an unknown aize enemy force resulting in
three ARVN KIA and ten WIA. Enemy casualtias were unknown,

(3) At 2610003 vicinlty XD696216 the 1st Batta.lion, Bd Infantry
Regiment found five enemy KBA and 20 blocks of dynamite. 3

(4) At 261130, TF 1-11 Infa.ntry vicinity xn63z490, engaged three
to four enemy in foxholes, Artillery was employed resulting in five
US WIA and two NVA KIA, S =

(8) Between 261410H-and-1930H, the 1lst Battalion, 3d Infantry
Regiment received an unknown type and. amount of mortar rounds, result-
ing in two ARVN KIA and nine WIA,

R Eeh s "y Wﬁm &’5

(6) On the night of 26-27 Fehruary the 1lth Armored Cavalry Squad-
ron received 200 rounds- of mixed 82mm mortar and alleged 152mm artillery
fire resulting in six ARVN KIA° ' '

(7)) On 2 February there were 12»852 strikes totalinge761 tons of
ordnance resulting in s8ix secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to
six. There were 140 Tac Air sorties flown resulting in 14 bunkers,
eight foxholes, four: cache sites and five gun positions destroyed. There
was one road struck three; bunkers, ‘one .foxhole, four vehicles and two
gun positions destroyed° ‘There were nine secondary explosions afnd’ four
secondary fires, There were no helicopter gunship sorties flown due to
adverse weather. "

27 FEBRUARY

(1) At 270015H and 2703108 vicinity XD754352, 8-4 Artillery re-
ceived an unknown number and type of rounds resulting in onegBS KIA and
seven US WIA,
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(3) At 2707303 and 270755H vicinity XD6621, the 2d Battalion,
34 Infantry Regiment made contact with the enemy resulting in four
ARVN KIA and 21 WIA.. Enemy casualties were unknown.

(3) Botween 270900H and 120QH, the-4th Battalion, lst Infantry
Regiment made contact with an estimated two enemy companies and re-
ceived 60X82mm mortar:rqunds resulting in three ARVN WIA, 59 enemy
KIA, eight B4O 1aunchers and lSIAK47 rifles destroyed by Tac Air,

~A(4)g At 271045H vicinity XD662206 the 34 Battallon, 3d Infantry
Regiment made contact with the enemy‘resulting in oneé. ARVN KIA and
seven‘WIk : ‘ v. ST

, |
!

(5) At 271130H vicinity XD698217 ‘the 1st Battalion 3d Infantry
Regiment found; five enemy bodies, one AK&? rifle and- 50 pounds of dy-
namite. ‘ REE :

- (& At,2713on vicinity ID689216, the 1st Battalion, 3d Infantry
Regiment searched an ammunition storage area destroyed by a C130 com-
bat ship:on: 26~27 February and found elight enemy bodies, two AK47 rifles
and a large quantity of . destroyed ammunltion, 1ncluding 60 and 82mm
mortar and B40/41 rounds. ,

(7). At 271335H vieinity XD605444, the. 24 Airborne Battalion con-
tacted an unknown size enemy .force killing ten, capturing one 12.7mm
machine gun and. one; light machine.gun..

(8) At 271450H vicinity XD6921, approximately 300 meters north of
FSB Hotel I1I, the 1st Battalion, 3d Infantry Regiment discovered eight
enemy bodies, four AK47 rifles; three huts/bunkers, and over 500 pounds
of rice destroyed by airstrlkeae n;;;';\ .

Q) At 271546H vicinity XD7019, elements of the lst Battalion, 3d
Infentry Regiment found 12 enemy bodies, four aK47 rifles, and two B40/
41 rounds in an area of a previous Arc Light strike. Later in the same
area, 12 additional enemy bodies, three AK47 rifles,'one RPD Mi, and 20

" huts were found destroyed.

(10) At 270800H vicinity XD668379, elements of [the 11th Airborpe
Battalion received an unknown type and number of artillery rounds re-
sulting in two ARVN KIA and aeven WIA.

(11) At 271905H vicinity XD658209, the 2d Battallon, 3d Infantry
Regiment found 51 enemy bodies, two heavy machine guns, five B40/41,
27XAKLT riflea and miscellaneous equipmert which had been destroyed by
Tac Air. o

|
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(12) At 2'720003 vicinity XD659209,(,tha 24 Battalion, 3d Infantry
Regiment found 157 enemy bodies, 15XAKA7 rifles, five BLO launchers,
and six cases,of 7.62mm ammunition destrcyed from Arc Light strikea.

(13) . At 272115H vicinity XD696216, the lst Battalion, 34 Infantry
Regiment received a mortar supported ground attack resulting in five
enemy killed, one. AKA? rifle and one BAO launcher captured..

(14) In-a series of contacts involving the 3d Airborne Battalion
and the 3d Alrborne Brigade in vicinity FSB 31 (XD505475), Headquarters,
I Corps reported 250 enemy KIA/KBA 1RXPT76, . three T54, and 12 trucks
destroyed. ARVN casualties uere.lB KIA 39 NIA and. three AMCs damaged.

(15) On id Fabruary there were 756 helicoptar gunship sorties
flown. There were 12 B52 strikes totaling.761 tons of: ordnance re-
sulting in 17 secondary explosions of. a magnitude of two to five.
There were 160 Tac Air sorties flown resulting in 31 bunkers, 16 ve-
hicles, ten gun positions and 13 tanks destroyed. There were 40 enemy
KBA, three vehicles and four tanks damaged 13 interdiction points
struck, 60 secondary exploeiona,and,Bz secondary fires.

28 FEERUARY

(1) At 280140H vicinity XD623265, the lst Regiment Reconnaia-
sance Company oonducted a raid on an enemy force killing five. A

......

ualties were reported..

(2) At 2809490 vicihity YD588463, élemeﬁ‘ts of the 2d Airborne
Battalion contacted an enemy fo:ce}qﬁ J.enemy., All 13 were killed
and two AK47 rifles, one’ B&O launcher ndi: two RPD Mis captured.

(3) At 2810408 vicinity xnz,sazas the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry
Regiment found ten enemy bodies, three AK47 rifles and one Ml rifle,
N ,

(4) Between 281400H and 1800H vicinity XD613262, the 4th Battalion,
lst Regiment found 37 enemy bodies, one 12,7mm machine gun, one 82mm
mortar, 17XAK47 rifles, three B40 launchers, 5 000 meters of telephone
wire, and one ton of ammnition destroyed as a result of Arc Light
atrikes.

(5) At 281955H vicinity XD915418 a 52 vehicle US convoy moving
west from Vandegrift to Khe Sanh received BAD and small arms fire
from the west and northwest. Illumination, srtillery and mortar fire:
were directed against suspected enemy locations, while infaniry and
cavalry elements cleared damaged vehicles from the road. Contact was
broken at 282010H, A4 total of six trucks wers damaged and’ tuo TS WIA,
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(6). At 282328H vicinity XD885439, A/3-5 Cavalry contacted an un-
known size enemy force, The unit received RPG fire and satchel charges,
resulting in seyen US WIA, qne:M551 and three ML13 damaged, three NVA
KIA, one K50, 12. satchel charges and 15 Chicom grenades captured.

(_) 1st. Troop, Ath Armored Cavalry Squadron moved west from RVN/
Laos border on the afterncon of 28 February with the 'mission of closing
on FSB Alpha. :After searching FSB Alpha, they were. directed to proceed
to FSB Aloui. At 282330H v:Lcinity XD594373, the unit made contact with
an unknownvsize enemy force and remained in that position overnight.

(8) ©On 28 February there were 668 helicopter ‘gunship sorties
flown. .. There were 12XB52 - strikes.totaling 771 tons of ordnance re-
sulting in five secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to three.
There were 160 .Tac Air sortiag,flown. regulting in seven bunkers, one
structure, 40 vehicles, two gun positions and ten tanks destroyed. There
were: two ‘enemy KBA, three vehicles and one tank dama%ed .45 secondary
explosions and 37 secondary fires..

'] MARCH

(1) At approximately 010lOOH vicinity XD4O42, forward air control-
lers.and a. €130 combat ship observed and engaged approximately eight
tanks moving southeast along the road. The €130 reported destroying
an unknown number of tanks,

(2) In the early morning hours of 1 March, enemy sappers infil-
trated the perimeter of FSA 1l and placed charges in breather tubes of
blivets, destroying 45,000 gallons of JP, and 10,000 : gallons of diesel
fuel.

(3) At O10115H vicinity Xﬁéaszosgwfhe'qth Adrborne Battalion
mechanically ambushed an enemy element resulting in six enemy killed,
one captured and one individual weapon captured,

(4)- At 010925H vicinity XD633261, the 4th Battalion, lst Infantry
Regiment discovered a base camp and a warshouse containing approximately
ten tons of ammunition which had been destroyed by air,

(8) Tank Troop, 7th Armored Cavalry Squadron and one company of
tha 5th Airborne Battallion contacted an unknown sizs ‘enemy force vi-
cinity XD561377 at O11000H rasulting in 11 ARVN WIA and one tank damaged.
Enemy losses were unknown. 1

(6) At 011015H vicinity Route QL 9 (XD545368), two enemy tanks
(one T34 and one PI'76) were.engaged by Tac Alr. Forward air control-
lers reported ohe tank destroyed.
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(7) At 0117503 viclnity xnélazev, the 1st Battalion, lst Infantry
Regiment, while searching the area of an. Arc Light strike discovered
45 enemy bodies, 12 AKA7 rifles, three BLQ. launchers and one 12,7mm
machine gun destroyed. .. . [ .. | :

(8) Due to the enemy armor threat, particularly in the Airborne
Division A0, I Corps requested and received 26!3 5 rocket 1annchers
and ammunitlon. S ‘

(9) During the evening .of 1 March.and early morning hours of
2 March, the 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron and two companles of the
8th Airborne Battalion made contact with a battalion size enemy force
vicinity FSB 31 (XD5040),.resulting:in.eight:ARVN KIA, 50 WIA, six
armored personnel -carriers destroyed, 250 enemy, KIA, 92 IWC, 45X12 Tmm
machine guns, eight BAO, .five B4l and 15 tanks destroyed

(10) ©On 1 March there were 533 helicopter gunship sorties flown,
There were 12.B52 strikes totaling 783 tons of ordnance and resulting
in five secondary explosions of a magnitude of:three. There were 179
Ta¢ Air sorties resulting in six tunkers, 40 vehicles, ten gun positions
and six tanks 'destroyed. Thore were two bunkers, 13 vehicles, one gun
position and one tank damaged.::There were-thrée enemy KBA, 83 second-
ary explosions and 68 secondary--fires, .~

2 MARCH

(1) At 020530H vicinity XD504360, the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry
Regiment contacted an enemy element resulting in two ARVN KIA and six
WIA, There were 25 enemy killed and 12XAK,L7 rifles, two B4l, one K44,
and 21 blocks of dynamite captured.

I

(2) At 020530H vicinity" XD503466 the 3d Battalion, 34 Infantry
Regiment contacted the enemy killing 27, captured 12 AK47 rifles, one
B4O, 400 blocks of &ynamite and 14 grendddb. i

(3) At 020642H, a missile of unknown type was fired at a Mohawk.
The missile climbed to 10,000 feet, turned back toward the aircraft
and exploded at 3,830 feet, 100 meters behind the aircraft, The air-
craft was flying at 3,700 feet and was not damaged. ‘

(4) At 020845H vieinity ID614265, the 1st Battalion, 1Bt Infantry
Regiment discovered 25 tons of unp01ished rice. i

(5) At 021010H vicinity D621262, the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry
Regiment contacted the enemy killing 16, and captnring four AK,7 »ifles.
There were no friendly casualties. =~ °*
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(é) Alr Gavalry.elements reported discovering a possible depot
vicinity XD442289, Between 021143H and 1515H, Air Cavalry engaged and
destroyed two 2% and one,5 ton. truck... Engagement of the 5 ton truck
resulted in a large secondary. explosion, Air Cavalry. operations also
resulted. in four enemy,- -KBA.  Between 021300H and 1341H, the Air Cav-
alry . elamsnts obsarved Jone tank at’ XD623418 and .an armored vehicle at
XD602457¢, The -targets were’ paased to: forward air controllers with .
no reportad results,

@ The 2d Battalion, 24 Infantry Regiment was extracted from
FSB Delta and 1ifted to the Khe Sanh area, closing at 021220H, The
7th Battalion, 147th VAMC Brigade conducted combat assaults into two
LZa aone north and- one south of -FSB Delta._ - A

(8) .at 0214155 vicinity xn596379 ‘the 1st Troopj 7th Armored
Cavalry Squadron. contacted an unknown:size enemy forcd, resulting in
two M41 tanks destroyed,a Enemy losses ‘were unknown, - :

(3) At 021600H, at FSB Aloui a VNAF UHlC was destroyed by an
incoming 122mm rocket

~ (1Q) On 2 March there were 489 gunship sorties flown, There
were eight B52 strikes totaling 543 tons of ordnance resulting in 15
secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to three,.| There were 175
Tac Air sortiea flown. resulting An’ eight bunkers, . 30 vehicles and six
gun -positions destroyod. There were 17 vehicles damaged, one inter=-
die%ison point atruck, eight qnemy KBA, 33 secondary explosiona and 11
secondary fires. :

(o
)

(
Covs D
I

3 MRRCH

(1) Between 030100H and’ 09003' FSB. 30 ‘received an indirect fire
and ground attack. At 031130H, the situation permitted a search of
the area which revealed 98 enemy KIA, 26XAK47 rifles, eight B40, and
two light machine guns found around tho perimeter, Friemdly casualtles
reported were one ARVN KIA and four WIA., All the artillery pieces on
FSB 30 were damaged by enemy indirect fire.

(2) At 031000H vicinity XD622258 the 7th Battalion made contact
with an unknown size enemy force resuliing in five M&rlnes KIA, 15
WIA, and 50 enemy reported KIA, 5

3) At 0319303 Yicinity XD541335, the lst Battallon, 34 Infantry
Regiment, while searching, found fiye enemy bodies and two AK47 rifles
destroyed by air,

(4) The 2d Infantry Regiment CP and the 24 Battalion closed at

Khe Sanh at.031030H. :The 1st Battalion, 2d Infantry Begiment moved

Ry
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to Khe Sanh from‘Dong Ha. Tha 77th Ranger ‘Border. Defense Battalion
closed at Khe Sanh at,021530H and assumed responsibility for security
of the I,Borps tactlcal CP, ,

(5) At 03115OH vicinlty XD570329, the 1st Battalion, 34, Infantry
Regiment discovered an 82mm mortar position where three ensmy were
killed, one AK47 rifle captured, and thres bunkers destroyed.

6) At 0314005 the 7th Airborne Battalion. commenced to ‘move by
truck from Khe Sanh to FSB Alpha (XD5937).

(7) At 031405H in the vicinity of’ 19160733, A Company, TF 1-61
received small arms and rocket propelled grepade fire from an estim-
ated enemy squad, resulting in seven US WIA and one NVA KIA, ‘

(8 An air cav&lry visual reconnaissance team observed and en-
gaged approximately eight enemy in the vicinity of XD750340. The team
received small arms fire and sustained minor damage.to ome aircraft.
Artillery was employed with unknown results. Alr cavalyy elements de-
stroyed a POL truck and five 2k ton trucks as well as kllling 'six enemy
on 3 March in the AO in Laps, Ce e Y

(9) During COmbat assaults on 3 March, seven alrcraft were re-
ported destroyed and 20 aircraft damaged. Two US crewmen were KIA,
16 WIA (all extracted), and four MIA. z

(10) The lgf/Baftaiioh; 2d Regiment moved by vehicle from its
A0 in eastern Quang Tri to Khe Sanh elosing at 032130H,.

(11) At 032130H vicinity XD533432, the 17th Armored Cavalry
Squadron and the &th A%rbqrne Bapta;;op repogted heavy contact with
an unknown size enemy force, - The unit: reported ‘14 enemy tanks destroyed,
over 200 enemy KIA, ten friendly armored vehicles immobilized and ap-
proximately 200 frlendly casualties, ;

(12) ©On 3 March there were 787 helicopter gunship sortieé flown,
There were 11.B52 strikes totaling 739 tons of ordnance resulting in
four secondary explosions of a magnitude of two. There were 159 Tac
Air sorties resulting in eight bunkers, 22 vohicles, three gun positions
and one tenk destroyeds There were seven vehicles damaged, three in-
terdiction _points struck,. 44 secondary explosions and 28 secondary fires.

@ Period 3 ( Mar - 6 Mer)
(a) Operations Narrgtiye. ;

(1) The 10lst Airborne Division continued to secure QL 9 to

42
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assist 1n passage of ARVN units and resupply convoys to Lao Bao and

to conduct search and attack operations 1n assigned AOs to prevent
enemy attacks from the northwest. .and. south against Khe Sanh, The

eneny -had stepped. up his attacks, especially in vieinity of the
Rockpile, where eight attacks were directed against allied convoys,

in attempts to interdict resupply of the Vandegrift and Khe Sanh
Bases, Five additional Vietnamese Marine Battalions and two brigade
headquarters wers deployed into the former 1lst Division AO in Laos.

The 147th Marine Brigade CP, with the 7th Battalion, secured FSB Delta;
the 2d and 4th Battalions conducted a two-pronged attack towards area
Alpha vicinity XD6224. The 258th VNM Brigade CP with the &th Bat-
talion secured LZ Hotel and conductqd gearch. operations in the Co Roc
area., .The 1st and 34 Battalions” conduc%ed a two-pronged attack to-
wards area. Bravo viginity XD?225, Phrine Corps. units accounted for
361 enemy . KIA 51 individual weapons captured and confirmed an addition-
al 153 . enemy.. KBA . The 369th Marine Brigade with the 5th and 9th Bat-
talions ,¢onducted search and clear operations south of Khe Sanh vi-
cinity XD8334. The Airborne Division and the Armored Brigade continued
to secure QL 9 to Aloui and screen to. the northwest. On the night of
3= March the 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron and attached elements made
contact with a battalion size enemy force and reported 383 enemy KIA
and two eremy captured, 71 IWCs.and 28 CSWs. captured.! On 4 March, two
attempts.to resupply the 17th.Argored-Cavalry Squadron wers aborted due
to heavy-ground fire, Following an.Arc Light strike in the area, tlms
third attempt to resupnly and evacuate the wounded waa succesaful,

(2) FSB Bravo v1cin1ty X3649381, 'was astablished to provide ad-
ditional security along QL 9. On 5 March two companies of the Sth
Airborne Battalion and one armored personnel carrier troop moved north
along Route 92 and effected a link up with the 17th Armored Cavalry
Squadron, The 2d Airborns Battallon reontinued moving southwest to
vieinity XD5943 and was successfully resupplied and MEDEVAC of wounded
was completed by 051320H. Throughout the remainder of the period the
Airborne Division elements continued search and attack operations in
their AOs., The 7th Airborne Battalion searched northward to Objective
Bravo. The 5th, 6th and 11th Airborne Battalions searched north and
south of QL 9 from FSB Aloui to FSB Bravo and lao Bao, On 4 March the
2d Battalion, lst Regiment and artillery elements were lifted into
FSB Lo Lo. The 4th Battalion, 1st Regiment conducted a combat assault
into gz Liz. Elements of the regiment consolidated positions at FSB
Lo Lo and LZ Liz and conducted search and clear operations in the AO,
On 5 March following extensive L2’ preparations, the 2d and 3d Battalions,
2d Regiment conducted a combat assgult into LZ Hope vicinity XD344478,
The LZ was cold and units secured the high ground without resistance,
The 4th and 5th-Battalions, 2d Regiment assaulted into LZ Sophia vi-
cinity ID346408, As a result of the LZ preparation the 2d Regiment
elements found 102 NVA KBA and captured one prisoner. On 6 March the

43
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4th Battallon, 2d Regiment captured 11 prisoners vicinity XD3341. The
1st Battalion, 1st Regiment.was moved by air, tp reinforce FSBi Lo Lo.

The 1st Infantry Division elements, followlng successful combat assaults
into FSBs Lo Lo, Liz and Sophia, continued search and attack operations
in the AO, The tactical success coupled with relatively low ARVN cas-~
ualties noticeably increased ARVN. morale during the period., The 24
Battalion, 2d Regimsnt, 39th Ranger Battallqp and 3d Airborme Battalion
remained combat ineffective as a result of heavy: ‘losses:sustained in
earlisr actions, These units were 1ocatpd in SVN and: continued refitting
and recelving. replacemantso The  2d Airborne Battalion, operating at
reduced combat - effectiveness as & result of heavy losses sustained in
earlier fighting . in the v1cin1ty of FSB 30 continued search and attack
operations in its aasigned AO,. -

&) The enemy increased their use: of SA2 missiles includlng the
first known'surface-to-air missile (SAM) attack ever SVN, Allied air-
craft have reported -a total -of 14 . firings:of what were belleved to be
122mm rockets. No alrcraft were hit or.damaged, There was a sub-
stantial increase of enemy ground activity below the central DMZ

(4) Elements of the 1st Armored: Brigade and the 1st, E&h and 9th
Airborne Battalions remained in control.of- key. terrain north and north-
west of Aloui. The 2d.Airborne Battalion was northeast of. Aloui on
Objective Bravo, vieinity XD5642. The 7th Airborne Battalion: was south
of Objective Bravo moving north and conducting gearch and attack op-
erations, The 5th Airborne Battalion and elements of the 17th Armored
Cavalry Squadron were:seeuring QL 9 from FSB Alpha to Aloui, and con-
ducting search and attack operations north of QL 9. The 6th and 11th
Airborne Battalions secured Route 9 from the border to FSB Alpha, and
both battalions conducted company size search and attack operations
within assigned AOs. The Alrborne DiViaion units were successful in
securing the northern flank 'and prevéntlng‘major enemy ground attacks
against Aloui and Route 9. The Marine Divisiom inserted five additional
battalions into Laos during the reporting period. Two battalions of
the 147th VNMC Brigade (2d and 4th Battalions) joined the brigade in
the AO, The 7th Battalion secured FSB Delta and conducted search and
attack operations in the vicinity of the firebase. The 24 and 4th
Battalions continued their attack sonmthward on two axes, The 258th
VNIC Brigade with the 8th Battalion occupied FSB Hotel. The!lat and
3d Battalions moved by alr to the vicinity of FSB Hotel and attacked
gouth in the A0, The 360th Brigade with the 5th Battalion and 9th
‘Battalion conducted search and attack operations south of Khe Sanh
and the 5th Battelion operated in the vieinity of XD8334, The lst
Ranger Group with the 2lst and 37th Ranger Battalions continued to
secure FSB Fhu Loc vicinity XD6645, and conducted search and attack
operations in the vicinity of the 'FSB, Two companies of the Zlat
Ranger Battalion moved on foot to XD7144.

Y,\‘l ;
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(5}- There were 997 Tachir;aQrties,floyn. Bomb damage assessment
includes 546 NVA KBA, 2,083 secondary explosions, 125 secondary fires,
79 trucks and numerous bunkers and structures reported destroyed. Of
the 85 Arc Light missions flown,; 309 secondary explosions with a mag-
nitude of two to ten were.reported, The reported BDA on six targets
was 950 NVA KIA, eight tracked.vehicles, four towed 122mm artillery
pleces with one prime:mover, 27,trucks, 70X82mm mortars, three 120mm
mortars, four 37mm antiaircraft.guns, 15X12.7mm machine guns, numerous
individual and crew served weapons, large amounts of mortar ammunition,
eight tons of mixed ammunition, 1,036 tons of rice and canned food,
2,000 gas masks, 500 drums of POL, 21 structures and 15 tunnels de-
stroyed.

() Q 9 was in excellent-condition and was capable of supporting
more than the required. traffic: daily. A tank trail was cut by the
1st Brigade, 5th Infantry. Division, (Mbch) Engineers from Khe Sanh along
the road westward to XD6745. : ‘

(7) Due to poor subgrade the main strip of AM2 matting at Khe
Sanh began to fail, A 200 foot:section of the old matting was taken
out and base naterial ‘was ::‘eplac&ld.,_i

(§) A total of 5 150 short tons of all classes of supplies were
delivered to FSA 2, During the .period, 504 C130 sorties delivered
4,396 short tons of cargo and passengers in support of LAMSON 719,
Additionally, 635 helicopter sorties delivered 2,318 short tons to
ARVN tactical units in the foruard area.

(b) S jnificant Conta ;
/, MARCH

(L) At 040530H vicinity XD504353, elements of the 4th Battalion
and 3d Battalion, 3d Infantry Regiment in a night defensive position
were attacked by an unknown size enemy force, resulting in three ARVN
KIA, There were 35 enemy KIA and seven AK47, one BAO 30 blocks of
INT and ten grenades captured.

(2) At 040800H vicinity XD6,8280, one company of the 4th Bat-
talion, lst Infantry Regiment made contact with an unknown size enemy
force resulting in one ARVN KIA and three WIA, Eight!anemy were killed.

(3) Resupply of the 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron and attached
elements in the vieinity of XD535435 was initlally delayed by weather,
Two attempts were made at 040830H and 0900H, but were aborted due to
heavy ground fire, At 041050H, following Archight strikes in the
area, the third 1lift was successful with nine of ten UH1H loads of

1‘455q%
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supplies being deliveredo Cne UHlH was downed ‘and the crew was ex-
tracted along with 77 wounded from the Airborne elements, One company
of the 7th Airborne Battalion was inserted into the LZ during the day
to reinforce the 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron. Two companieé of’ the
9th Airborne Battalion end one armored personnel carrier troop .oved
north along Route 92 to link up with the 9th Airborne Battaliom (+)
located at XD527414, The 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron and attached
elements reported 383 enemy killed, two. enemy captured, 71 individual
weapons and 28 crew served weapong, captured as a result of the contact
of the night of 3-4 March. At 040445H, elements of the 6th Airborne
Battalion made contact with an enemy force resulting in one ARYN WIA,
Six enemy were killed, two B0 launchers and.30 B40 .rounds wers captured,
Between 041415H and l?OOH st Trocp,«?th Armored Cavalry Squadron and
elements of the 1lst Alrborne Battalion made contact with an enemy force
vieinity XD5658, Prior to moving into the area the enemy positions
were prepared by AFA, 105mm and 175mm artillery. fire. The contact
resulted in 20 ARVN WIA 325 enomy killed, K90 weapons captured and
one W, The enemywkilled wvere credited.to:; artillsry. Alsc. on
4 March, FSB Bravo, (XD649361) was .opened’ by one company of the .
11th Airborne Battalion, Six 105mm howtigzers from the 2d Artillery
Battalion were emplqu@ on the FS8B, ... .. ... * y
(4) At 041415H vicinity XD802340, A/1-1 Cavalry received RFG
and small arms fire, resulting in one M551 and one Mi13 destreyad.
Bight US were WIA,

(5) Final rasnlts of the 1st Ranger Group contacts on 3-4 March
were two ARVN WIA and 10 enemy KIA° One., AK47, 200 grenades and 15X82mm
mortar rounds were captureda

(6) During the 4th of Mérch} the. Alr Cavalry elements reported
destroying four trucks;. two'12.7mm maehine’guns plus 15 individual
weapons, three crew served weapons and one radio,

(7) On 4 March there were 808 helicopter gunship sorties.
There were 13 B52 strikes totaling 8,8 tcns of ordnance resulting in
‘43 secondary explosions of a magnitude, of twe to flve., There were
175 Tac Air sorties resulting in. six bunkers, 88 vehicles and five
gun positions destroyed. There were 16 vehicles damaged, seven
interdiction points struck 73 secondary explosions and 21 secondary
fires.

5 MARCH

(1) At 050315H, B/1-1 Cavalry vicinity XD920418, was attacked
by sappers employing small arms, B40 and satchel charges. Frisndly
forces engaged the enemy with organic, weapons, mortar and artillery
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fire. : Gontact{was broken by the enemy at OSOBBOH Resulte were two
US KIA, 13 WIA, :one M551 and one A}C destreyed and ona AFC sustaining
major damage. . e {u,mn -

(2) At 0507005 vieinity xnéezzvs the‘z,th VNMC Battalion made
contact with the ensmy resulting.. in six Marines KIA and 42 WIA, There
were 130 enemy killed and lSXAKA?a, five BAO launchers, four RPDs and
two 82mm mortars captured. S

(3) At 052000H vicinity XD697346, elements of TF.1-1 Cavalry
contacted 15 enemy and detonated:a claympre mine, killing eight enemy
and capturing four weapons.,“hdg

,
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(4) The,combat assault of elements of 2d Infantry Regiment into

L2 Sophla, scbeduled .for 051100H but delayed due to weather, commenced

at 051320H when five 'UH1H landed on the LZ without incidant. Subse-
quent 1ifts of the elements of the:4th and 5th Battalions continued
deapite noderate. ground. firg and antiaireraft fire., Antiaireraft fire
vicinity Objective Aloui and from the éacarpment southwest of Aloui
caused battle damage to alrcraft enroute. to the LZ. At.051900H all
scheduled UH1H troop 1lifts into L2 Sophia were completed and scheduled
heavy 1ifts of bulldozers; six 105mm howitzers and supplies were in
progress., After the combat assault, elements, of the. 4th afd "5th Bate
talions, -2d.Regiment conducted operations in the vicinity of the FSB
and accounted for.124 .enemy bodies, 43XAK47s, nine 12,7mm machine guns,
four RFD machine guns, nine- B4G mdoket launchers, three radio sets,
alght tons of rice, 50 blocks of dynamite and 33 huts destroyed by air,

(8) Resupply of the 17th Armored Cavalry Squadron and attached
Airborne elements vicinity XD525418 was completed at 051230H. Two
companies of the 9th Airbqrneuanqmqns, armored personnel carrier troop
linked up with the 17th. Armored : Cavalry Squadron, and:attached elements
established ‘blockirng positions vicinity XD525416. MEQEVAC ships ex-
tracted an additional 43 wounded . from the 17th Armared Cavalry Squadron.

(6) At 051429H vicinity XD546320; the 1st Battalion, 3d Infantry
Regiment found ten enemy bodles estimated to be ten days old.

(7) Combat assault of the 2d VNMC Battalion from vicinity XD8639
to XD648301 was completed at 051430H, The combat assault of the 24
Regiment units from vicinity XD8539, to LZ Sophia vicinity XD346408
was completed at 051640H. Heavy 1ifts of two bulldozérs, eight 105mm
howritzers and supplies were completed at 051830H, The combat assault
of the 8th VNMC Battalion fron vicinity XD8639, to LZ! Hotel vicinity
XD725345 was completed 'at” O5lélSB
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(8 At 05ISOOH viclnity xn665353, the 6th Airborne Battalion
contacted an unlmown size.enemy force resulting in one ARVN KIA,
five enemy KIA, one machine gun and one, 82mm mortar base platercap~
tured. 1lst Troop, 7th Armored Cavalry Squadron and the lst Airborne
Battalion closed on Objective Aloul at 052000H,

(3) Between 051500H and 1800H vicinity XD365395, the 4th Bat~
talion, lst Infantry Regiment made contact with an enemy force! vi-
cinity LZ Liz. :The.contact resulted in three ARVN KIA and three WIA,
Enemy losses were 41 NVA KIA, 13XAK,7 rifles,; one 82mm, one 60mn
mortar and two B4O rocket launchers captured.

(10) Between 051615H. and. 1700H. vicinity iD5340, the 9th Airborne
Battalion received 300 rounds of 152mm artillery resulting in no friendly
casualties; however, an estimated 500 rounds of 105mm and 155mm howitzer
ammnition were destroyed. N o _

1) on s March there were 678 helicopter gunship:. sorties flown.
There were 13 B52 strikes totaling 1,053 tons of ‘ordnance resulting in
58 secondary explosions. of a magnitude of two: tc five. There were 221
Tac Air sorties flown resulting in- twqhw&tex‘praft two structures,

49 vehicles and 20 gun positions destroyed. There were 22 vehicles
damaged, two interdiction poznts struck;, 57 secondary explosions and
11 secondary flres. ‘ T LTS

1

6 MARCH | a I

(1) At 060630H vicinity XD530400, the lst Airborne Battalion CP
received an uningim number/type rounds resulting in one ARVN KIA and
five WIA, |

(2) At 0610200 vioirity x665327?3 {¥ha" %th VNMC Battalion found
and destroyed 300X82mm mortar rounde,

{3) At 061025H vicinity ID5938, the Bth Airborne Battalion ro-
ceived an unknown mumber and type of rounds resulting in eight ARVN WIA,

(4) From 061120H to 061145H, Khe Sanh received approximately
2x122mm rockets which impacted in the lst Brigade, 5th Infantry
Division (Mech) area resulting in two oS KIA and ten US WIA,

(5) At 061145H vicinity m498337, the 4th Battalion, 3d Regiment

contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in four ARVN WIA, Enemy
losses were eight killed, three @#K47s and one BLO captured.

48 §
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(lé) At 0616103 v—icinity XD’742316,,3 258{'.}.1 e Brigade Recon-

naisdance Team found 11 enemy bodies: (KBA), five AKL7 rifles and two
12,7m machine guns,

(A7) At 0616200 viclnity XD577439, the 24.Airborne Battalion
received an unknown numhea‘ and typa of rounds, xilling eix and wounding
aelght, v o .

(18) At 061815H vioinity XD478409, 96 personnsl from thé Hac Bao
Company were inserted to link up uith and assist seven US aviatdra
stranded in Laos,

!

(19) At 062010H vicinity XD903395,: a«convoy of the 529th Trans-
portation Company received f£ire from an unknown size enemy force re-
sulting in one US KIA, three US WIA, one: tanker destroyed and’ three
tankers damaged. .

(20) At 062200H vicinity xn331424, the 4th Battalion, 2d Regiment
found ten huts containing: four. 82mm mortare, six 60mm mortars, five
75mm recoilless rifle bipods, one 75mm recoilless rifle, 22X1 mm rockets
and five outboard motors. . All m:teriel wore ‘detibroyéd.

(21) At 062320H, Quang Tri Combat Base received five rounds of
122mm rockets resulting in four US KIA, 12 US WIA, one 4 ton truck
destroyed and two 4 ton trucks and one 3/, ton truck (iamaged. Also
one billet was destroyed and one damaged., :

(c) Cumalative Results.

Q) Friendly R . |
@ kI CEarus; o A |
&) WIA . 364 US 1,473 ARVN |
(¢) Mia : 3108 99 ARVN -

(@ Equipment lost/destroyed.
Individual weapons - 109
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Artillery Pleces - 28 |
FOL - 8,00 gallons

Ammmition - 1,105 toms |

(2) Enemy | |
@ K 5,340 (1,758 KA) ’-
@ PN .15

(o) Matoriel lost/destroyed.
' Radios - 13
Trucks - 153‘ '
Tanks - 73 |
 Anmanitdon - 132, tona D -
Rice - 394 tona | | |
Individual weapor;a - 1, ZBéZ "
Crew served weaponé - 461
o
Q@ _mm__oz_m._mm

(a) operations Narrative.

(1) UB forces continued to provide security for the installations
supporting RVNAF forces in Laos, During the period, the lst Infantry
Division elements successfully operated in the Gia Lam objective area
and Bach Mai objective area from 11-14 March, The 2d Battalion, 24
Infentry Regiment operated in the Cua Viet objective area from 15-16
March, Emphasis shifted from search and attack operations throughout
the A0 to commencement of phased extraction & the lst Infantry Division
units from the western portion of thm£Q, The 3d Infantry Regiment (-)
was the first unit to be extracted from Laos on 16 March, Blsewhere in
the Laotian AQ, the Airborne Division continued to perform screening
operations north of the Xe Pon River and east of FSB Aloui, with only
1light enemy contact reported. This period saw the introduction of
additional tank units (4th Armored Cavalry Squadron) in the Airborne

51
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t

Artillery Pleces ~ 28
Ammnition - 1,105 tons |

@) Enenu: ‘
@ 5,341 (1,758 KBA) |
@ PN 15

(g) lﬁt’iériel lost/d\osta;c’)}éd.'
* Radios - 13 |
Trucks -~ 153
Tanks - 73 |
Aummition - 132 tons .
Rice - 39, tons o S ‘
Individual weapo‘ns - 1, :98'2 l
Grev.'eerved weapéné - 1;61"
¢, (Fhase |
@ Boriog: 07 Jar = 16 Moz,

(a) Operationa Nan'ative.

(1) UB forces continusd to provide security for the installations
supporting RVNAF forces in Laos, During the period, the 1st Infantry
Division elemente successfully operated in the Gia Lam objective area
and Bach Mai objective area from 11-14 March, The 2d Battalion, 24
Infantry Regiment operated in the Cua Viet objective area from 15-16
March. BEmphasis shifted from search and attack operations throughout
the A0 to commencement of phased extraction o the 1lst Infantry Division
units from the western portion of the:AQ, The 3d Infantry Regiment (-)
was the first unit to be extracted from Laos on 16 March, Blsewhere in
the Laotian AO, the Alrborne Division contimued to perform screening
operations north of the Xe Pon River and east of FSB Aloui, with only
light enemy contact reported, This period saw the introduction of
additional tank units (Ath Armored Cavalry Squadron) in the A:!;rbome
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Division AQ to enhance control of Route 9. west. of the RYN: border to
Aloui, Two Vietnamese Marine Brigades continued their operations
astride Route 926, The ememy's main éffort was concentrated against
the 1st Infantry Division positions around FSB, Sophia, Liz and'Lo Lo.
There was noticeable increase in. enemy activity as the 2d Infantry
Regiment moved out of Sophia and Liz to positions around Sophia East
and Brown, On 14 March, the enemy commenced heavy attacks by fire,
later followed by ground attacks.on-FSB Lo Lo, which resulted .in the
abandonment of FSB Lo Lo on the night of 15-16 March, The enemy
concentrated his forces northwest to Aloul and south to FSB Delta to
hamper resupply of selective F3Bs, The enemy concentrated indirect
fire weapons against FSB Alouni, Lo Lo, Sophia, and to a lesser extent,
FSB Delta. The enemy commenced his 1ong anticipated attacks by fire
against the Khe Sanh Base complex, houever, these attacks achieved only
limited results. , ,

(2) RVMAF were in the process - of relocating elements of the 1lst
Infantry Regiment in accordance with plans for ths phased extraction of
units from the western portion of the LAMSON 719 AO in Laos. ‘The
Alrborne Division continued to operate northi.of the Xe Pon River, acreen-
ing and protecting the Corps north flank from Aloui to the RVN border,
The Marine Divisionocontinumed to operats with two brigades in the sonth-
east portion of the Laotian A0, conducting reconnaissance in force op-
perations in the vicinity of Route 926. In the RVN, US units, the lst
Ranger Group and elements of the Marine Divilslon provided security for
lines of commnication and critical support ingtallations,

(3) During the period, 1, 350 tactical air sorties were flown in
support of RVNAF forces operation in Laos, Most of theilac.\Air: sortiés
were visually controlled; however, during bad weather, particularly
13-15 March, the majority of .the sorties were radar controlldd or LORAN
drops, Thera were &, Arc Light sorties flown in support of ARVN forces.
Helicopter support consisted of 4,361 gunship, 4,948 troop 1ift, 1,412
air cavalry, 570 MEDEVAC and 7,404 logistical sortises., There were
three days in which helicopter operations wers partially hampered by
weather, particularly in the morning, There were problems in de~
livering heavy 1lifts into hot LZs, particualrly to FSBs Aloui, Sophia,
Delta, and 1o Lo; however, these locations were adequately supported
logistically primarily by UHL logistical sorties, Combat effectiveness
of friendly forces was generally maintained, although the lst Infantry
Regiment sustained significant casualties since 14 March in the FSB Lo
Io area. There were no marked changes in effectiveness of the Airborne
Division and the 1st Armored Brigade elements, Vietnamese Marine units
continued successful battalion size operations within their AOs, RVNAF
weaknessges in employing tactical air in direct support of their units
became apparent particularly during the retrograde phase of tha oper-
ation.
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Division AO to enhance control of Route 9.west. of ‘the RYN: border to
Aloui, Two Vietnamese Marine Brigadee continued their operations
astride Route 926, The enemy's main. effort was concentrated against
the 1lst Infantry Division positiona around FSB Sophia, Liz and'Lo. Lo,
There was noticeable increase in enemy ac'bivity as the 24 Infantry
Regiment moved out of Sophia and Liz to positions around Sophia East
and Brown, On 14 March, the enemy commenced heavy attacks by fire,
later followed by ground attacks.on-FSB Lo Lo, which resulted in the
abandonment of FSB Lo Lo on the night of 15-16 March. The enemy
concentrated his forces northwest to Aloul and south to FSB Delta to
hamper resupply of selective FSBs., The enemy concentrated indirect
fire weapons against FSB Aloul, Lo Lo, Sophia, and to a lesser extent,
FSB Delta, The enemy commenced his long-anticipated attacks by fire
against the Khe Sanh Base complex, however, these attacks achieved only
limited results, , ,

(2) RVMNAF were in the process- of reloca.ting elements of the 1st
Infantry Regiment in accordance with plans for the phased extraction of
units from the western portion of the LAMSON 719 AO in Laos. The
Airborne Division céntinued to operate norih:of the Xe Pon River, screen-
ing and protecting the Corps north flank from Aloui to the RVN border.
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