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(5) At 0709%5H vicini’cy momiﬁs; a,cpnvoy from the 3d Batmion,
3d Regiment was ambushed with wnknown number and type of rounda, re-
sulting in five WIA with. two ARVN and two' US trucks damaged. |. -

§

(&) At 0709503 vici.ni{ry melvzve, the Ath YNMC Battalion found
30 KBA, | BN e

(7) At 070950E vicinit.y M973§6;'.T‘tkiéffllﬂi' E;ttalibn, 33 Regiment
received a ground attack, resulting in one-ARVN WIA, two Ml$ rifles de-
stroyed, 18 enemy KIA, six AKL7 rifles and,pne B4LO. destroyet!.

(8) At 0710003, the,,lst, Battald.qn,, Lat Regiment vicinity XD410364,
discovered the graves of 23 NVA K L '

(3) At 07015H vicinity XD353320; the.3d VNMC. Battalion fonnd
eight enemy KBA and one 12.7mm machino gun. Coe

(10) At 0710208 vicinity ID6182’78 'the 4th Battalion, 147EH/VNC
Brigade found 15 NVA KBA, three. AK47. rifles, two:B40, 30 NVA uniforms,
400 bags of rice and 1,00 individua.l ra’c.ions.,_« o

(11) at 0720358 vicinity ID335255, the 24 Battalicn, 2d Regimant
found two enemy tanks destroyed by air.

(12) Between 0711258 and 1230H FSB Lo Lo and. the 1st Ini‘antry A
Regiment CP received an unknown number of mixed 82mm, 152mm and 107mm
killing three ARVN, wowndddg 24 and destroyed three bulldozers.

(13) At 071130B vicinity XD326455, the 2d Regiment Reconnaissance
Company engaged an unknown size enemy force killing six NVA and cap-
turing one B4O, eight 82mni morta,re, tmvtons of rice and four rolls
of telephone wire. R o -,

(14) At O71300H vicinity XD699218, the 1st Battalion, lA?th VNMC
Brigade contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in one Marine
KIA, six enemy KIA and six AKLT rii‘les captured. g

(15) At 071340H vicinity 1D704316, the 3d VNMC Battalion ‘made
contact with an unknown size enemy force resulting in two Marines
WIA, 12 NVA KIA, eight AK47 rifles, one BI.O and 15X12,7mm machine
g\ma capturad. S !

(16) From 071430H to 2100H vicinity XD730276, the 2d VNMC Bat-
tallon engaged an estimated two companies, There wers 17 Marines
killed, 50 WIA, 250 enenv KIA, seven AKL7 rifles and four BLO cap-
tured, ‘ |
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Y '

oA At 0‘7143011 'v:lcinity m738315,ﬁ:bhe 3d m mmumn con-
tacted an unknown sigs,enemy: force: k.illing tmommﬂabapmm
 four AKL7 rifles and ons"BZ0, «

(28) Between O7L500H and 1800H.viginity XD370374, the 4th Bat-
talion, lst Regiment found 112 enemy. KBA, 32X82mn. mortars, five 12,7mm
machine guns, six B4O, 18(&1(47 riﬂes and 15 tunnels destroyed by air,.

(%9) At 0’7150011, an.(H58. from ‘bha lst Brigade, Sth In.fantry Div-
ision (Mech).vicinity XD652382,-was downed by enemy fire, Two crew
msmbers were picked up by ARVN. forces and evacuated to FSB Bravo .
(XD643378) s Two PAX were, lﬁA. e e - o

(20) At 0715305 vicinity xbvzgsls "the 1st VNMC Ba,ttalion con- -
tacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in six anamy KIA and one
AKL7 rifle ca.ptm‘ed.

QD At 071630H vicinity XD622268, the 4th VNMC- Battalion cone
tacted an unknown: size ensmy force, killing 11 enemy and capturing
four AK47 rifles, ons B4O, .80 rounds: of B40 ammnition, 18(82mm rounds
and 2,000 rounds of 7.62nm a.mmun&tion. In the same area the unit found
25 enemy KBA, ‘

(32) During recovery operations of the seven US crewmembers
stranded in Laoce, the Hac Bao Gompany killed 12 enemy and discovered
90 enemy KBA,

(23) On 7 hhrch tharo were 655 halicopter gnnahip Borties flown,
There were 11 B52 strikes-igsultimg in 67 secondarycexplésions.of..a
magnitude of two to four, There were 217 Tac Air sorties flown re-
sulting in three water craft, 12, bunkgra,ﬂéa wvehicles, one cache site
and seven gun positions, destroyéci; “Thers wers . nine vehicles damaged,
seven interdtotion points struck, 32 secondary explosionaauﬁd 15-8econd-~
ary fires.

8 MARCH -

(1) At 080315H at FSA 1, enemy sappers penetrated thc perimster
and destroyed four 10,000 ga.llon fuel blaedders resulting in 40,000
gallons of JP4 and 8l600 rounds of 20mm ammunition destroyed.‘

(2) At 0810003 vicinity XD742316 the 3d VNMC Battalion con-
tacted an enemy platoon resulting in six ensamy KIA, two AK47 rifles
captured and four Marines WIA,

(3) At 0812253 - 16408 vicini‘hy ID3341.1.6 the 2d Battalion, 24
Regiment found 52 NVA KIA, three 12,70m machine guns, 271“47 rifles,
17 CKC and 50X140mm rockets.
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(4) At 081500H vioinity m590396, the Sth Airborne Battaaion

contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in 12 ARVN WIA, 78

enemy KIA (55 by Tac Air), one 75mm recoilless rifle destroyed,. 21XAK,7
#ifles, two. B0 launchers,,5,000 rounds 12¢7mm, 57X75mn recoilless rifle:
rounds, 97XB40 rounds, and 62 rounds of 82mm mortar ammmitiomcaptmd
or destroyed.

(5) At 081508 vicinity XD635270,, the 7th VMM Battalion cone
tacted an unkmewn.size enemy force’ rQSulting 1n 11 enemy KIA,. Shree -
AK,7 rifles and one RPD captured, and- L,OOO ronnds of mixed- mortar
and rocket ammunition destroysd. -

(6) At 081600 vicinity XD497337,: the. jth Battalion, 3d Regiment
contacted an unknown. sige enemy. force resulting in 19 enemy KiA, six
AK/7 rifles, one B4O and one umknown type mchine gun capturod. ‘Thare
vere negative friendly casualties, . “*c»;Jy; ,f

(7) At 081700H vicinity 13493356 tho 3d Battalion, 3d4Ragiment
made contact with an unknown sige enemy force resulting in niné enenmy
KIA and five AK47 rifles captured, 1

(8) At 082145H, the 2d Battalion, 1st nagmm vicinity:ED450387,
engaged an ensmy force resulting in ona-ARVN - KIA ten UIA and: unknown
enemy losses, bR !

(9) On 8 March the locations of remaining ARVN forces in Laos -
were as follows: The 2d Battaldony; 2d Regiment in- the .town of Xe Pon
XD3234443 the 3d Battalion, 2d Regiment .on-the-north bank of the-Xe Pon
River 1ID335432; the 4th Battalion on*the south bank of the Xe Pon River
XD332423, and the 5th Battalion remained vicinity of LZ Sophia.

-(1Q) . On 8 March there vers 528 helibo&¥er gunship sorties
flown., There were 12 B52 strikes totaling 952 tons of ordnance - . !idn:
resulting in 31 secondary explosions of 'a magnitude of two to five,
There were 282 Tac Alr sorties flown resulting in two water craft,
nine bunkers, two structures, 41 vehicles and five gun positions
destroyed. There were 15 vehicles damaged, 183 secondary explosions
and 87 secondary fires.

9 MARCH

(1) At 090200H vic:tni‘by 103342, ‘the 2d ‘Battalion, 2d Bagimant
commenced crossing the Xe Pon River, and at 0600H the crossingluaa
completed,

(2) At 090815H vicinity YDO02565, .the:1st Transportation Bat-
talion received an unknown number of BLO rounda, resulting in one ARVN
KIA and 21 WIA,
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(3) At 09110011 one company of the 8th Airbome Battalion con-
tacted an unknown sizo enonxy force vicinity ID‘)'O&OZ, rctmlting in
five enemy KIA and two AX 4'7 rifles- cap'burod. : :

&) At O9L105H vicinity XD559358, the let ‘Battalion, 3d Regiment
discovered a base camp destroyed by -Arc Light, conta.ining ‘three 12,7mm
machine guns, one Soviet. t.ruck, 1,,000155 gallon drums of- fuel and 200X
60mn mortar. romxds.

‘;5 ~ xﬁ ’f »J»D . .o ,‘

\'u,M“

() At o9113on vicinity ID5,2302, the lat Batta.lion, 3d Regiment
found 14 enemy KBA, five AK47 rifles, one B40, one 12,7um machine gun,
1,500 pounds of rice and four 4X6X2 meter bunkers contaihing cannsd
rations destroyed by Arc Light atrikee. =

(6) At 091220H. a,nd 1300H the 3d Battalion, 3d Re iment found 37
ensmy KBA, 12XAK,7 rifles and one 60mm mortar doati'oyod : ‘352 gtrikes
. in the vicind.ty of IDA86335¢ C YT e , .

(@) At°0912i8H vidintty XD435,18, the 1st Regiment- réported
sighting enemy tanks, called. artillory e.nd destroyed fivo tanks.

(8) at 091300H vicinity xnsz,éz% the 1st Battalion found eight
enemy KBA, four AKA’? riflea, and one th &estrcryod by Arc Light. strikes,

- (9) From 0913203 to 091530H vicinity xD3'735, the Ath Battalion,
1st Regiment found a hospital with surgical ward, one tank, one un-
known slze recoilless.rifle and.two truck mounted 37mm antiaircraft

" guns destroyed by Arc Light strikes.

(3Q) At 091350H vicinity XD632264, the 24 VNMC Battalion received
20X82mm mortar rounds, resulting in six Marines wounded. At 091430H,
oontact was made with an-unknown. sizo,.anom‘, force resulting in one Viet-
namese Marine killed, four wounded, 1, NVA KIA, sevenm AKA'? rifles, and
25 hand grenades' captured, ‘

(11) At 091630H vicinity ID67120'7, ‘a long range reconnaisaance
patrol of the 147th VNMC.Brigade found*an NVA basa camp destroyed by
Arc Light atrikes containing four Chicom telephones, 2, 000 meters of
telephone wire, 5,000X122mm rounds, 1,500 AK47 rifle rotmde, 200 B4O
rounds and four AK4A7 rifles all doatroyed except for the AKA7 rifles.

(12) On9 March ‘thare were 77. gunghip eorties flown and 12 B52
strilms totaling 957 tons of ordnance resulting in 49 secondary ex-
plosions of a magnitude of two to ten, There were 96 Tac Air sorties
flown resulting in 36 vehicles and four gun positions destroyed. There
were seven interdiotion points atruck, 105 gecondary exploaiona and ten
secondary fires.

: .t
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10 MARCH - | - i'.:*.w ot a;fg{ 7\14 e .;

@) At 10071.0& the Tat, mc Battaiion,vicinity ID709309 | re~
celved a gruind attack from an unknown size enemy forca, reaulting in
six Marines killed, 19 wounded, 27 NVA KIA, 119XAK47s, two BAR,

M79s, two light machine guns, 35 field packs, -and 25,000 round small
arms amemition captured. At 09150(18 vici,nj,ty KD709309, the unit '
later found two tunnels with 30 NVA KBA, bRy o

(@) At 100915}1 vicinity m625269, the lst vmc Battalion found .
30 NVA bodles, ‘I.‘hafo.uowing,equipment was found .and . destroyed... two -
B4O luanchers, 160X82mm mortar 1uanc B 310160;::9\ rounds, 100 blocks
of dynamite, 250 grenades and- seven {,_ '? riﬂes. !

(3) At 101030H, FSB Sophia received 120 rounds of mixed Bzmm mortar
and 120mm mortars resulting in, six 105mm hcvitsers .damaged and; 13 ARVN
WIA. : o Y

(4) Between 1011308 end 1600H vicinity XD709300, the: 1mvmc
Battalion engaged a multi-company- eize. enemy force resulting in 72
enemy KIA, one 57mm.recoilless rifle, - two BARa, two .semisutomatic ..
rifles, four B40, two M79s-and 19XAK47 Pifles captured. Six Marines
wore KIA and 18 WIA, !

(8) At 101215H wiotmity.XD377348, :XD362332, :XD356332, XD354335
and XD359350, the 4th Battalion, lst Regiment .conduoted BDA of Arec :
Light strikes ané discovered 79 NVA KBA, 12 Ruesian trucks, eight -
tracked vehicles, three towed 122mm guns, two 37mm antiaircraft
guns, four 12.7mm machine guns, two 122mm rocket launchers, 4O0XAK,7
rifles, 30X82mm mortars, 18XB40, '100X122mm rockets, éight tons of :
mixed smmnition, six tona-of rice; and;éQ.6hicon radiog, The major-
ity of the equipment was destroyed by’ air. They also captured five
NVA,

(6) At 101230H vicinity XD677456, the 1lst Ranger Group )
received an attack by fire consisting of 30X82mm and 105mm rounds
resulting in, one ARVN KIA and five WIA, ‘

(7) At 101325 vidinity XD378340, the 4th Baftanon, 1st In-
fantry Regiment found a 120 bed hospital and six huts destroyed by
Arc Light strikes, 80 enemy. were KBA and two CKCecaptured, '

(8) At 101500H vicinity XD375339, the 4th Battalion, 1st Reg-
iment while confiucting a BDA of .an Arc Light strike, found 62 NVA
KBA, 24 AK,7 rifles, four 122mm rocket launchers and 100X122mm rockets
destroyed. Later the unit discovered 26 NVA KBA, one 122mm hdwitzer
and captured five POW vicinity XD377346, i
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(9) At 1018308, the 24, Airhomg Battalion, while aearching
vicinity XD586410, discovered 150 NVA KBA, |

(1Q) At 101835E vicinity XD756487, 1/0/1-11 discovered the
graves of. seven NVA- killed by artillery. T

(11) At 102330H the 9th’ Airborne Battalion employed a mechanical
ambush vicinity XD526401, +k111ing five ,NVA and. oapturing one POM,. three
individual weapona and. ‘two cgerw aeryad apona. ..

(12) Durlng the night of 1011 March, the 4th Battalion, ist
Infantry Regiment interdicted Route 914, ﬁ‘om positions on the high
ground north of the road. vicinity £D3‘71,339. \‘ i

13) On 10 March there were 97 helicOpter gunship sorties flown
and 11 B52 strikes totaling 888 tons of . ordnance reaulting in 49
secondary- explosions of a. mgnitude % two to tenm, ’I'here were 285
Tac Alr sorties flown resulting in 28 vehicles, five cache sites and
two gun positions destroyed. There.were.four interdiction points
. struck, 58 secondary explosions and 11,8 secondary fires, |

11 MARCH | B

(1) The 24: Batta.lion, 2d Regiment mved by air i‘rcm FSB Liz to
LZ Brown commencing at 1114028 and comp_lgting at 1115308, :

: (2) Between 110800 ‘and. 111025H vicinity XD353392, the 4th
Battalion, 24 Regiment made contact with-an unknown size enemy force
resulting in two-ARVN WIA, 12: enemy. KIA«‘a.nd nine AM,7 riflea captured.

(3) At 1108308 vicinity- xn5280‘ ~the - 9th! Airborne Batta.lion found
11 enemy KBA, one B40, three AK47: riﬂes, ‘andione flamethrower destroyed
by Tac Air. One prisoner was captured. '

) At 110935 vicinity XD490340, the 4th Battalicn, 3d Regiment
received 40182:::& mortar rounds reavlting in nine ARVR HIA,

(5) At 111100H vicinity ID356400 the 2d Regiment Reconnaiasance
Company contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting ixi two ARVN
WIA, one M79 destroyed, eight enenv KIA six AKL7 and two 'B4O captured,

(6) At 111115H viecinity XD368395, the 3d Battalion, 1st Regiment
found graves, two 12,7mm machine guns, two 82mm mortar 'tubes and
nine AR,7 rifles,

(7) At 111200H vicinity XD450357, the 2d Battalion, ;Let Regiment
found 37 enemy KBA, two. 12,7mm machine -guns, one 82mm mortar, 20 AK47s,
i‘our B/1ls, one ton of rice, and 50 pounds of rations., In the same area

s " " . X "f'.-\
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battalion received 30182mm mrtmm&dgdghﬂp&ﬁprone‘lﬂ%&»ko»
lﬂ.és. : ¥

(8) At 11150011 vicinity‘ i‘cD/;z‘éBS'g; the‘ 1st Battalion, 1st‘negment
contacted an unknown size enemy force; reemlting in. eix AR‘VN WIA, five
enemy KIA and two AK,7s. captnred.. o ‘;f’-’v {in) Vi ]

(9) At 1115305 vicinity XD505407, elements orthe 8th Airborne Bat~
talion and 1lth Armored:Cavalry Squadron. made contact with an mmknowmn
size enemy force reaulting in three ARVN.WIA, 20:enemy KIA, four AK,7s,
one B40, one 1light .machine g'un, 401340 rotmda, and” 50 blocks of dynamite
captured. Ca e Falty o .

(1) At 1116008 viciﬁity xns34264, the 2d' VNMC Battalion, while
searching found three enemy KIA, two A.Kd'? and -one B40 captured, In
the same area the 2d Battalion deatroyed 45X82mm mortar rounds! and
2.1XBLO Tounds. g

(11) At 111750 vicinity XD457848, -the .2d Battalion, 1st Regiment
found 29 enemy KBA, -one 82mm mortar,, ons, 12.'7mm machine gun, three B4Os,
tiree Bils, 200X82mm mortar -rounds. and 30 cages of 12,7mm machine gun
ammmition destroyed by Arc Light strikes, . |,

(12) At 111830H vicinity XD335398, the -4th Battalion, 2d ﬁegiment
contacted an unknown size ensmy force, rasulting in one ARVN WIA, seven
enemy KIA and six AK47s captured.

(13) On 11 March there were 689 gunship sorties flown angi 11
B52 strikes totaling 894 tons of ordnance resulting in 23 secondary
oxplosions of a magnitude of, two to three. There were 329 Tac Air
sorties flown resulting.in, two.water craft, 39 bunkers, 11 structures,
32 vehicles and one gun position des&oyed.w There were two bunkers,
eight structures and 14 vehicles damaged, 23 interdiction points struck,
165 secondary explosions and 57 secondary fires,

12 MARCH

(1) There were 621 a.ircrai‘t 1and1nga in Laos on 12 March, Nine
aircraft were hit by hostile fire, of which.three were delcared non
flyable (two UHIH and one AHI1G). There were no aircraft destroyed on
12 March and no eireraft related personnel casualties.

(2) At 120500H vicinity XD453358, the.2d. Battalion, 1lst Regiment
received a ground attack by an USEF, resulting in one ARVN KIA, three
WIA, 12 enemy KIA, three AK47s, one "B4O and 200 blocks of ivnam.i‘be de-
atroyeé.

. . . e
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(3) . At 120940H vicinity xnézzzae the Ath VNMC Bat nzalion con-
tacted an unknown size enemy foree reeulting in eight enemy KIA, two
AK,78, one 82m morfbar, and: lSOXBEmm mortar rounds capturad. -

&) At 1210003 vicinity x1>615301, the lst Battalion, 258th
VNMC Bpligade contacted an unknown .size enemy force resulting in Filve
Marines WIA, six enemy KIA, two AFI.’?’a, twc 8408 a.nd 2XAKLT magazines
captured, he .

(5) At 1210158 vicixiity xnsAdMB, the 9th Airborne EBattalion found
a tunnel contalning 242K82mm mortar, rounds and 5,600 AK47 rounds.

(6) At 121030H vir;":lnii:'jr1 ID/36355, the lst Battalion, 1lst Regiment
contacted an unknown-sige enemy force resulting in one ARVN KIA and four
WIA. Enemy losses. were six KIA. and on,e AK.&'? captured. N

(z) At 1210453 vicinity XD554426 the 7th Airborne Battalion
contacted an enemy force resulting in ome ARVMWIA, one enemy KIA,
five bags of rice, 50 aots of fatiguas, 20 gas masks and some medical
supplies captured. R A }

l

(8) At 121_1203 vicinity msos;ao, elements of the 8th Airborne
Battalion and the 11th Armored Cavalry-Squadron received 6OX82Imu mortar
and 10X57mm rounds resulting in one ARUN KIA and 21 WIA, | | Two Mlés were
were destroyed.

Q) At 1212203 vicinity xn365326 the Ath B&ttalion, 1st Rogiment
found one truck dastroyed by‘ al?s o owmin - b

(10) At 121500}1 vicini'by XD5363AO, the 1st Batto.lion, 2d Regiment
discoversd on 37mm a.ntia.ircra.ft— gun. s i o ‘

(1) At 1215304, olements of the 11th Armored Gavalry Souadron
and the 8th Airborne Batta.lion received 30X82mm mortar' rounds and
seven 75mm recoilless rifle rounds vicinity XD505369 resultlng in
eight ARVN WIA,.

(12) The 3d Battalion, 2d Regiment commenced a combot assault
into L2 Hoon (XD495336) at 121635H from LZ Liz, The 1ift! was completed
at 1216450, The 1ift of the 4th Battalion to LZ Brown (XD505357) was
completed at 121745H,. Eight 105mm howtizers were abandonsd on FSB
Sophia and destroyed by 8,000 pounds’ oi‘ bombg dropped on the LZ by
Tac Air,

(@3) At 1217008 vicinity XD556425, the 7th Airborne Battalion
made contact with an unknown size ehemy - force resulting i.n thrae” sney
KIA, one light machine gun, 1,000 rounds of 7.62mm ammmition, LOXB4LO
rounda, 300X82mm rounds and four t-zns of unpolished rice destroyed.
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(1) At 1223153,\{6}16 T4h- Airbome Battalion contacted an enanv
force vicinity XD505406, killing 18 and capturing six AKf78, one light
machine gun, one Ghicomlradio. Three ARYH -were KIA and two MIA,

@s5). On 12 Ma.rch thomxuere 895 halicopter gunahip aortiea flown
and 12 B5%F strikes totaling 973 tons ofmoo ~repilting: tn’&bauaondary
explosions of a magnitude of. two to five.: There were 256 Tac Alr sorties
flown resulting in one water craft, -39 bunkara, 11 structures, one base.
camp and 17 foxholes destroyed. Thére wers three interdiction points
struck, 46 secondary explosions and 35 aecondaxy fires,

13 MARCH e |
@) There were 377 aircraft la,ndings in Laos on 13 Marcl; There
were nine aircraft hit-by hostile: fire.and.one aircraft (OH584) . was
destroyed, Three UHLHs were hit on 13 March and declared noni‘lyable.
A1l other alrcraft were considered to be flyable. Two US crewmen were
WIA on 13 March, One creowman carried ar MIA was picked up as KIA,
The 1lst Ranger Group received nine resupply sorties, the Airborne
Division 42, the lst Infantry Division-28, .and the Viatnamese Marine
Division 29. Four sorties of 155mm howitzera were lifted to FSB Hotel,
Weather again hampered Tae Air operations:on 13 March, A total of
115 Tac Air sorties were ﬂown to. }include 1'7 sorties flmm to ldeatroy
FSB Sophia, , S .

(2) Bwtween 130005H and 130400H,” FSB,Phu Loc received three .
attacks by fire totaling 25182mm mrtar vrounds.; ‘Two ARVN were WIA,

(3) At 130040!! vicinity IDA33362, the 1st Battalion, lat Regiment
contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in three friendly WIA,
11 enemy KIA, five AKA‘?s and BOIBAO rognde captured.

(4) Blements of tha 2-327 Infantry detonated a booby trd p vic-
inity XD997577 at 13093&, ‘resulting in three US KIA, one Ki‘t ‘Caraon
Scout KIA and five US WIA, . - .

(3) Between 131000H and 1600H, FSB Delta received five separate
mortar and rocketiattacks totaling 20X122mm rockets and 50X82mm mortar
rounds which resulted in four Marines KIA and four WIA.

(&) At 131030H vicinity xn436355, the 1Bt Battalion, 1st Reg-
iment contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in one’ARVN
KIA and four WIA, Bnemy losses were six KIA and three AK,7s captured.

(7) At 131320H vicinity ID508408, elements of the 11th Armored
Cavalry Squadron received 25X7Zid. recoilless rifle rounds resulting
in two ARVN WIA and one AFC destroyed.
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(8) At 1313:.03 vicinity D 10364, ‘the' 3d VNMD Bat‘hgj,ion s
dovered six eneny killed by attdl 4,000 rounds of (7,62mm am-
munition was. captnréd along with 20 tons of rice and 14 rice storage -
areas destroyed. ,

(9) At 1315300 vieinity XD540380, .elements of the [11th’Adrborne
Battalion received unlmoun type ;and. number rounds of indirect fire,
resulting in two: RVH KIA and 13 WIA.

10) At 131615H viciniw xn7042&*., the 131; YNMC Battalion dis-
covered 1/ enemy killed 'byut;h;n;tegy apd captured four AKA’?a, one B40,
50XB40 rounds and 3,000 rounds of '7}621!!1 amﬁﬂitio:l.. :

1) At 131700H vicinity m'?55375, elements of the z.th Com—
posite Tank Battalion received an-attack.by fire followed. by a
ground attack resulting in-three.ARVN KIA, (four WIA, three MI4,
one tank destroyed, and one tank damageds

(12) At 131700H vicinity mss&za, elements of the 7th Airborne
Battalion found gseven new gravee.
! _1 LA
(13) At 1318308,,?88 Bravo recaived an- a‘htack by fire resnlting
in two ARVN KIA and six WIA, ‘

(14) On 13 March there were 808 belicppter gunship sorties flown
and 13 B52 strikes totaling,1053,tong: of ordnance resulting in 30 second-
ary explosions of.a magnitude of, two. to .four, There were 199 Tac Air
sorties flown resulting in two water craft, 37 bunkers, four foxholes,
and one gun position destroyed, There were eight seconc{ary explosions
and 48 secondary fires.

R kIR

1, MARCH o

(1) Between 140700H and 1500H vicinity XD389364, elements of
the 3d Battalion, 1st Regiment received 82mm mortar fire and a ground
attack rosulting in two ARVN KIA and five WIA., Nine enemy were KIA,
one B40O and six AK,7s captured, '

(2) 1TF 1-1 Cavalry and elements of the 59th Bngineer Company (LC)
working in the vicinity of XD718368, received an attack by fire from
122mm artillery and 82mm mortars, resulting in five US KIA and three
US WIA. .

(3) At 1408308 vicinity XD646390, elements of the 6th Airborne
Battalion contacted ‘an unknown-size enemy force resulting in 12 enemy
KIA, five AK,7s and one light machine gun captured. ‘

i
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Q) At uo9173 vlcinity ID943603, ‘Qlementa of. 1-501 Infantry
engaged an unknown.size. enemy force....A.sexrch of:the area revealed
three enemy KIA and.three AK,7. riflea. ‘Blements set up a mechanical
ambush vicinity of the bodies and. later observed. three enemy attempting
to disarm the mechanical ambush, - The enemy wers engaged with small
arms fire resulting in thres more: enemy KIA and three AK,7s captured.
An additional mechanical ambush was detonated and two more enemy were
KIA. :L :

(5) Between 141050H.and-1730H, ' ¥SB Lo Lo received monzzm rockets
and 100X152mm rounds resulting in three ARVN KIA and two WIA, | One D4
‘bulldozer, one MO and eight Ml6s were destroyed and two 105mm howitsers
were heavily damaged, Gounter‘battery wag not fired because of unknown
enemy locations, s TAEEE ‘ .

(6) At 141130 vicinity m462333, *bho 3d Battalion, 2d B.eg}mnnt
received 22 rounds of 82mm mortar resulting in three ARVN WIA, ‘

(7) Prom 141210H to 17008 vicinity XD712373, B/1-39 Artillery and
A/8-4 Artillery and elements of B/1-11 Infantry received an attack
by fire with 60 rounds of unknown type resnlting in three US KIA, four
US WIA a.nd one 175mm gun damaged. PRI ;

(§) On 1, March there were 211 helicopter gunship sortioa flown
and ten B52 strikes totaling 831 tons of ordnance resdlting in 30 ,
secondary explosions of. a magnitude of two.to.ten, . There were‘ 211 Tac
Alr sorties flown resulting in three.water craft, one bunker, one structure,
ten vehicles, six cache sites, two gun positions and one tank destroyed.
There were 46 secondary explosions and six .secondary fires,

15 MARCH

RS

o

(1) At 1507508 vicinity xn652396, the ‘nth Airborno Battalion
made contact with an unknown size enemy force resulting in one ARVN
KIA, four WIA, 18 NVA KIA, one BAR, ons B40 and one 75mm recoillua
rifle destroyed.

(2) At 150900H vicinity xn612273, the M‘.h VHMC Battalion' found
four enemy KBA. |

(3) At 1509208 vicinity XD6102‘74, the Ath VNMC Battalion
1, enemy KBA, eight SKS, eight AK47s, and 120 packs,

i found

(4) At 151030H vicinity XD609270, tha 4th VNMO Battalion found
and destroyed one half ton of sal't., 15 huts, seven packs, 40 unifOrms
and an unknown amount of small arms ammnition, -

(§) At 151120H vicinity KD4’73298, the 2d Battalion, 2d Ragiment
contacted an umknown size enemy fgzc_q and recelved 120X82mm mortar

t
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rounds reaulting in one ARVN KIA, 15. anenw Kii and five AXI,’?s oaptured.

&) At 1511353 vicinity xn1.71314, the Ath Battal:lcn, 24 Regiment
found 2,000 bangalore t-orpedoes dostroyed by Arc Light lﬁ':lha.

(z) From 151705 to 19153, ﬁxhe So,nh ‘baao ,reooived 1eonzzm artil-
lery rounds resulting in five ARVN WIA, .and.two US WIA, bountorbattery
was fired at selected enemy looat,ionu with unknown results. A total of
five UHLH, three AHIG and four 4 ton trucks were dameged,

(8) At 1517058 vieinity X0948603, .elements of the 1‘-501 Ini‘antry
detonated a mine rgaulting in, three US KIA, four US WIA.and one Kit
Carson Scout. 'WI&. U N ‘

(9) At 151751H vicinity. XD469336; -the. 3d Battanon,‘ 1st Regiment
found 18 huts,-.a large qumtity of. sa.lt nnd 9 tons. of . unpolished rice
destroyed ty- Tac: Air. s : w : ; ,

o) at 15163SH vicinity ID648395, the 11th Airborne Battalion
made contact with an unknown slze. enemy. foroce resulting in ten enemy
KIA, one 12,7mm machine gun and one light maohine gun captured.

(1) At 151750H vicinity xnavoalé the 4th Battalion, 2d Regiment
found a 200 bunker complex which-bas- been destroyed by Tac Air, The
unit found two. light machine guns, five:'12,7mm machine gun barrels,
nine switehbonrds, ten tons of copper and tin wire, and 20 enemy in a
mass grave, During the search the unit received 60X82mm amortar rounds
resulting in three ARVN WIA,

(12) At 152200H, FSB Lo Lo was abandonsd, Four 105mm howitzers
and one 155mm howitzer were. dama,gg&,bcyppd use. ~ Three 155mm howitzers
were destroyed in place by ARVN

(13) On 15 March theve were 542 helicopter gunship lsorties flown
and 12 B52 strikes totaling 989 tons of ordnance resulting in 12 second-
ary explosions of a magnitude of two to four, There ware 240 Tac Alr
sorties flown resulting in 48 vehiples, one gun position, two tanks
destroyed and 25 meters of road cut, There were five tanks damaged,

41 secondary explosions and 17 secondary fires,

16 MARCH L

(1) At 160800H vieinity XD579436, the 2d Airborne Battalion con-
tacted an uniknown size enemy force resulting in 11 ensmy KIA, two AK,7s,
and two B4{Os captured,

L
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(2) At 160800H vicinity XD648395, the 1ith Airborne Batta.lion
contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in 17 enemy KIA, two
AK/78, one light machine gun, and one BAO captured. There wqe no
f‘riondly casual ties, . ) . v

(3) At 1608308 vicinity ID&’MZ%; tﬁo 2d Battalion, 24 Regimnt
found 150X55 gallon drums of POL, 100. barra.cka, and thrao 'tons of rice
destroyed by Arc Light strikea. VN e e , :

@ At 160%011 vicinity XD4&)339, the 34 Battalion, 2d nagimnt :
found six enemy !

(5) at 1610003 vicinity méz.z&,, t.he 2d Battalion, 24 Ragimnt
found 18 enemy KBA, one 82mm mortar, four AKA7s and 130 barratks with
under ground bunkera deatreyod by Arc: rLight etrikoa. e

(&) At 161200H vicinity xn.uz389, tha 2d Infantry Reglmant re-
ported that gunships had destroyed five eneny trucks.

(7) At 161200H vicinity ID65238‘T, olaments of the 11th Airborna
Battalion found 15 enemy KBA,. |

(8) At 161245H vicinity XD620250 the Lth VNMC Battalion found 16
sneny KBA, two AK478, two 12.7mm ,mchine guns, one B4O, one 82mm morter,
one radio and 2,000I82mm mortar rounds. ) 1A

(9) At 1613158 vicinity XD507408, elements of the 8th Abrborne
Battalion received an attack .by fire and a ground attack resulting in
five WIA., BEnemy losaes were unknown. y

(J0) At 1616358 vicinity m62025o, the 4th VRMC Battalion found
36 enemy KBA, five AKI,'}’a, two BAOs and} two l2.’7mm ma.chine guns destroyed.
; R ERRAR
(11) Between 1619033 and 193211 Khe Sanh recaived 68 rounda, re-
ported to be 82mm, However, the majority 'of the rounds impacted out-
side the perimeter., Four US were WIA, two UH1H received shrapnel damage,
one 3/4 ton truck was doatroyed and four other vehicles were damaged.

(12) At 162015H vicinity XD648301, the 147th Brigade CP re-
ceived 400 rounds of mixed rocket and artillery fire reaulting in
eight Marines WIA,

(13) At 162030H vicinity méaozés, olements of the 7th VNMC Bat-
talion received approximately 400X82mm mrtar rounds reaultiné in five
Marines WIA,
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(14) ... Improved. weatber conditions ;permitted maximum é\ir Bnpport
to RVNAF forcea on 16 March, Over 200 Tac Adr sorties and. 1,300 heli-
copter sorties were flown., .There-were 320 aircraft landinga in Laos
on 16 March, Pour US personnel debarked their aircraft and all were
extracteds Bight aircraft were hit by hostile fire, of which one was
destroyed, and six other were declared nonflyable, US ca.sual‘bies for

air operations on 16 lh.rch were throe WIA,

(15) 1st Infantry Reg:hnen’f. reported the following resulta occurring
11&"16 MCha ) |
o tef e T

Headquarters = 3 KIA . o R

t‘}t\df“~:v -~

. v P ~ .
..... ! (. 4' . . \

ist Battalion =15 me ; 50 me
2d Battalion - 9 KIA . 21 HIL:
3 Battalion - 5 Kn R 3 WIA |
stn Battalion -20. KIA RS 70 WIA

‘Reconnaiasanca Company 3 KIA 9 HIA'
Artillery - 13 8 /SN 312 wm;f,f.

Enemy losses. were reported as l 100 KIA, two 75mm recoilleas rifles,
six 82mm mortars, 12X12.7mm nachine gune, 31XB40/41 rockat launchers,
eight radios, and 270 AKi7s cap‘tured.

(16) The-move by air for the 3d Regiment CP and an Engineer
Company from FSB 31, and the 4th. B&tgalion,w 3d Regiment from a F2
at XD5331 to Khe Sanh was.completed at'l61220H, At 161330H the 3d
Regiment and the 4th Battalion, 3d Regiment departed Khe Sanh by
convoy to LZ Sally. At 161745H the 2d Battalion, 3d Regiment moved
by vehicle from LZ Sally to Hue, closing at 161030H, The 39th Ranger
Battalion departed Da Nang on 16 March and closed at Dong Ha at 161700H,

(17) On 16 March there were 637 helicopter gunship sorties flown
and 13 B52 strikes totaling 1068 tons of ordnance resulting in 30 second-
ary explosions of a magnitude of two to five, There wers 271 Tac Alr
sorties flown resulting in five bunkers, five structures, 43 vehicles
and three gun positions destroyed. There were 20 meters of road cut,

61 secondary explesions and 42 aecondary fires.

d, Repositioning of Forces.
(1) Phase IV (17 Mar - 6 ApP),
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e lx

(8) Operat m Narrativo. ;’r?f~,;;¢‘.,m_,'53 . '§

Q) During this period the phasod axtraetion of» all ARV mm.
from Laos was completed, and emphasis shifted to establishment of an
active defense in RVN. :The extraction by.air of the lst Infan&ry Rege
iment was effected under heavy enemy pressure dxzring Y821 March, The
Airborne Division, including the Armored,TF,. initiated a .phased delay,
evacuated Aloui, and moved all wmits by road except the 2d and 7th Air-
borne Battalions to the vicinity of PSB Alpha on 19 March, The move-
msnt was subject to only sporadic enemy contact and thers was only
ons significant enemy ambush. The 2d-and 7th Airhorne Battalions had
continued heavy enemy contact until 19. !hrch when they troke contact
and moved to a safe PZ and. extracted.on )’ &rch. .The Airborne Div-
ision () and the Armored TF contimied .their overland movement on 21-23
March during which time the enemy imbemddction efforts caused heavy
losses of armored and wheeled vehicles.:. On 22-23 March enemy tanks
attempted to follow and attack the Airborns/Armored column but .were
stopped by US air and artillery. .The Marine Division continued op-:
erations in the southeast.portion of the AO 4in Laos mntil 24 March,
Throughout the week enemy pressure continued. to build around FSB Delta,
The 1,7th VM Brigade reinforced FSB Delta with the 24 and 4th Bat-
talions in order to support the extraction of artillery. During the
night of 22-23 March a heavy infantriwttack supported by tanks forced
the evacuation of the firebase. On 23 March the 147th VEMC Brigade
moved to a PZ and by ewening all units.of. tha 147th and 258th VNMC
Brigades had been extracted from Le,oa 1eav?mg only a few stragglera
behind, !

{2) US forces continued to provide aemity for QL 9 and oritical
installations in the LAMSON 719 AO, Efforts were imensified in the
vestern portion of the A0 .to lo,ca.ge and, Ppp}gtralise the enemy's artil-
lery and rocket positions and:to elininats his-ground elements, An
additional maneuver battalion (1-77 Armor) was shifted from the 3d
Brigade, 101st Airborne Division (Ambl) AO west t& the lgt Brigade,
5th Infantry Division (Mech) AO, The 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry
Division (Zch) elements assisted RVNAF in their passage of lines
into RVN from Laos. The 1st and 3d Infantry Regimenis were released
and were returned to their home stations. .The f4th Infantry Regiment
moved to Khe Sanh and relieved the 2d Regiment which was releassd for
return to home station., The Airborne Division, following the retrograde
of all its units, began standing down at Dong Ha ae Corps Reserve.

(3) Fearly all helicopter extractions were accomplished only by
moving away from FSBs, and applying continuous fire support with Tac
Air, helicopter gunships, and artillery. JFrequéntly, lifts wers halted
by unacceptable levels of enemy antiaircraft fire forcing units to move
to a new PZ, The extractions of the 2d and 7th Airborne Battalions
north of FSB Alpha, the extraction of the 2d Regimsnt units near LZ
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Brown, and that of tha lA?th VNRC hris&de,néxthpasi of FSB Delta,
were strongly opposed by -the. enemy andsdisengagement wasidifficult
to accomplish. Exceptions were ;the‘evacuation of FSB Delta 1, and
extraction of the 258th VNMG Brigade from FSB Hotel on the Co Roc
on 24 }hrCho . .

(4) Tactical Air support continuﬁd at a high pace. 'There was
a slight increase.in Tactical Air. sorties.flown, even though on ‘two
days commltients:. tq,the”qtrikss in North Vietnam resulted in fewer
aircraft being availahle to" auppqrt tha‘LAMSON 719 operation. Arc
Light support was: ‘maintained at. approximately the same level as the
pravious period, while helicopter gunships and troop lift sorties were
increased by over 30 percent, Logistical and air cavalry sorties re-
mained at the sams level.  Logistical support for RVNAF -was maintained
and adeguate atocka were on hand o meet demands,

(5) Combat effioiancy and effectivenese of RVNAF units was greatly
affected by the intense.activities: of'the- preceding week., -Some units
in contact in Laos suffered veryrheavy casualties and were rendered
combat ineffective.. The lst Armored Brigade lost over 60 percent of
ita M4l tanks, approximately. 50 percent of its armored personnel
carriers, and. ceasdd té:bdean effective-brigade force, The btulk of
the losses suffered by the TF ocourred during the ambush on 19 March
on Route 9, vicinity XD675379, ' The TF extracted 98 vehicles including
22 M,1 tanks, 54 armored personnel carriers and one D2 bulldozer, Aerial
photography on 23 March of QL 9-from Aloui to the Laos/RVN border re-
vealed that the unit had left 21, tanks, 26 armored personnel carriers,
13 bulldozers, two roadgraders,.i51; mipcellaneous vehicles and two
trailers along the route, Most -artillery pleces were extracted by
heavy 1ift from FSBs Aloul, Alpha and Bravo; however, several towed
artillery:pieced in'theaitmﬁte Hleoldmhnwhie degiroyed in the .enemy
ambush, On 25 March, Tac: Aﬁr,ﬁ 19coPtar ginships and artillery were
employed against the abandoned Mj) ‘tanks on Route 9, which were being
usod by the enemy as stationary machine gun positions; as well as
against enemy PT76 tanks on Route 9 from Aloui to the RVN border.

(&) The enemy 8 daylight mvmﬁ.tbant“ of ‘PT76. and TAHL tanks when
relatively clear skies exposed thém to’ US air and heavy iartillery attacks
indieated either a redkless diaregard of ‘his own losses 'and his desire
to close with and attempt to destroy RVNAF forces in laos; or, an amazing
overconfidence in the ability of his aquipment to withstand air and
artillery attacks.

(7) RVNAF extracted all units from Laos and heavy losses were in-
flicted on the enemy, -principally by Tac Air and B52 strikes. However,
there were two principal areas,in which allied forces failed during
their extraction from'Laocs,’ particul%rly in the area of equipment losses
both in armored vehicles and artillery pleces. Secondly, although allied
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forces, principally through the use of Tac Alr, temporarily destroyed
the enemy's capablility to employ artillery ageinst Khe Sanh, the threat
to that installation by amaller indirect. fire weapons and sappors was
not eliminated. T L %

(b) Significa.n’c conta.ctg,
17 MARCE . . e it s

(1) Between 190600H and close of fhé’périod, FSB Aloui received
two attacks by fire resulting in two ARVN KIA and 11 WiA, One commum-
ications vehicle was alao destroyed. Lo ‘ :

(2) At 170600H ARVN units at La.o Bao received 10X82mm rounds re-
sulting in two KIA and rine WIA, '

(3) At 170615H vicinity XD630265, the 7th VNMC Battalion received
a mortar and ground attack resulting in one Marine KIA, four WIA and 16
enemy KIA,

(L) At 170730H vicinity XD523414,.-the 1st Airborne Battalion con-
tacted an enemy force resulting in one ARVN KIA.and six WIA, Enemy
losses were unknown, -At 170800H vicinity -XD504360, the 5th Battalion,
2d Regiment received 300X82mm mortar: rounds resulting in five ARVN WIA,

(5) At 170945H vicinity XD575435, the 2d Airborne Battalion con-
tacted an unknown size enemy force-.resulting in.one ARVN KIA, 13 WIA,
19 enemy KIA, five AK47s,  one machine gun, . two B4O launchere and one
nap captured.

(6) At 171015H vicinity, xm.95355, ythe Sth Battalion, 2d Regiment
discovered 82 enemy KBA, 66XAK,7s,"two 82t ‘mortars, one 75mm recoilless
rifle and 43 bunkers destroyed. An estimated ton of ammmition was
destroyed in place. ’ :

~ (7) At 171110H vicinity XD710263, the 3d Battalion, 258th VNMC
“Brigade '+ ongaged an enemy force resulting in five enemy KIA, two
AR47s captured, ten huts and five tons of rice destroyed.

(8) From 171200H to 1330H vicinity ID45338,, the 4th Battalion,
lst Regiment was in contact with a large size enemy force resulting
in 50XARVN KIA, S0IWIA, 567 enemy KIA, 172 AK,7s, 20XB40/41, 12X12.7mm
machine guns, seven 82nm mortars, 120 blocks of dynamite, and 3,000
12,7mm rounds captured.

Q) At 171800H vicinity XDé’?OBlD,A‘ the Marine Division Reconnailssance
elements found 17 enemy KBA, three AK47s and one 82mm mortar destroyed
by Arc Light strikes.
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Q) At 1719008 vicinity m701383, FSB Ta Bat q-eceived five 130mm
artillery rounds resulting in twp ARW HIA and one M4l tank. destroyed.

Q1) At 1?20303 the lst Rangar Group CP and FSB Phu Loc received
a mortar and ground attack resulting in nine Rangers WIA. There were
20 enemy KIA and seven AKA?s captured. : '

@12) 17 M&rch there were. 635 hel:.copter gunship sortiea flowm
and 13 B52 strikes totaling 999 tons of ordnance resulting in 61 second-
ary explosions of a magnitude of two to seven., Therse were 310 Tac Alr
sorties flown resulting in one water craft, 27 bunkers, two structures,
40 vehicles and five gun poslitions destroyed. There were 11 vehicles
and ten bunkers damaged, .five interdiction points struck, 18 enemy KBA
66 secondary explosions and 53 secondary fires.

18 MARCH AT L W e, . f)

(1) The lat Infant;y Regimnt GP lst Battalicn 2d Battalisn
and 3d Battalion were extracted from a P2 vicinity ID510378 and 1ii‘ted
to Khe Sanh completing the 1ift at 181230H, The 4th Battalion was re-
ported in heavy contact at mid-day, but was moving to a P2 vicinity -
XD,5338, for extraction., At 18:1452}!, one UH1H landed at the P2 and
extracted 17 personnel from ths 4th Battalion., A second UHLH landed
at the P2 and took hits on 11ft off and landed east of the PZ, The
crew and eight ARVN were subsequently extracted. An AH1G was hit ty
ground fire and exploded on: impact. . A second AH1G was hit by hostile
fire in the same vicinity and made a precautionarly landihg at FSB
Delta 1, Attempts continued, and the 4th Battalion was completely
extracted at 181644H,

(2) At 180600H vieinity FSB-Phu; :Loc,- the. 18t Ranger Group CP
received 63 mixed 130mm and 82mnm rounds resulting in nine WIA,

(3) At 1&3655H'vic1nity ID636278; the 7th VNMC Battalion received
a mortar and ground attack. The enemy employed non lethal gas, Gun-
ships and Tac Alr supported. Results were three MarInes KIK, 10 WIA,
42 enemy KIA, seven AK(78, one B4O launcher, 8XB4O rounds, 851“1.‘?
magazines and 120 blocks of dynamite captured.

(4) At 1801045H vicinity XD693276, the lst VNMC Battalion made
contact with an unknown size enemy . force, resulting in 21 enemy KIA,
one PW, 60 blocks of dynamite, six AKi78 and one 82mm mortar with 100
rounds captured.

(5) At 181150H vicinity XD702340, the Reconnaissance Company of

the 258th Vietnamese Marine Brigade found and destroyed four tons of
rice.

“; g "'“ IDENTIRE -,
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(&) At 181L445H vicinity ID’736364, elements of TF 1.-11 Infantzy
recelved an umknown number: of 82mm rounds,resulting in one US KIA
. and six WIA, - R

(7) Between 181500}1 a,nd 190011 vicinity XD‘716371, elements of the
'2d Battalion, 94th. Artillery received an. ~unknown- number and type of
rounds resulting in 16XUS WIA and one 175mm gun damaged,

(8) Between 181600H and 190600H vicinity m51231.8 the 4th Bat=
talion, 24 Regiment was in contact with an unknown. size enemy force,
The battalion also received indirect fire, resulting in 33 ARVN VIA
and five MIA, Enemy losses were unknoxm.

(9) Between 181600H and 190600H vicinity XD522345, the 2d Battalion,
24 Regiment was in contact with an unknown size enemy force, The bat-
talion also received indirect fire resulting in two ARVN KIA, 23 WIA
and three MIA, Enemy losses were unknown.

(10) Between 18160(33 and 1906OOH the 2d 3d and 4th Battaliona
were in contact with enemy forces which employed both ground and in-
direct fire attacks, The lst Battalion, 34 Infantry Regiment and
Headquarters, 2d Infantry Regiment remained in the vicinity of FSB
Delta 1, Advisor reports state that at 191350H, the 2d, 3d and 4th
Battalions were in contact with the enemy. Tac Air, gunships, and
artillery as well as MEBDEVAC were supporting contacts of the 2d In-~
‘fantry Regiment units, Air Cavalry elements reportad killing 25 in
an engagement at 191130H. - £t .

1) At 181700R vieinity XD553404, the '7th Airborne Battalion
made contact with an unknown sise enemy force resulting in four ARVN
KIA and three WIA, « Cmer SR

(12) At 1817008 vidixiit},r m5232.10, t’he m Armored Cavalry Squad-
ron contacted an unknown size enemy force with unknown enemy casualties.
17 ARVN were WIA and one M,l tank was damaged.

(13) At 181830F vicinity XD54638, the 1st Airborne Battalion
contacted an unknown size enemy force, resulting in nine ARVN KIA,
nine ARVN WIA, 80 NVA KIA, and five AR,7s captured.

(34) There were 823 aircraft landings in Laos on 18 March, Seven-
teen persomnel debarked their aircraft, and all were extracted, A total
of 21 aircraft were hit by hostile fire. Four aircraft were destroyed
(two UH1G, one CH,7 and UHLH), Six aircraft were declared nonflyable.

A (15) The following extractions by air were completed: 1lst Reg-
iment CP, 1st and 3d Battalions, 3d Regiment from a FZ vieinity XD510378
to Khe Sanh. Movement was completed at 181230H, The 2d Battalion,
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1st Regimert from a PZ vicinity XD500376 to Khe Sanh completed at
181230H, The S5th Battalion, 2d Regiment from LZ Brown vicinity XD4935
to Khe Sanh completed at 1545H. The 4th Battalion, lst Regiment from

a PZ vicinity XD4538 to Khe Sanh completed at 1615H, The 6th VNMC Bat-
talion moved by vehicle from YD213674 and closed at Khe Sanh at 181300H,
The lst Regiment with four battalions moved by vehicle from Khe Sanh

to La Vang (¥D348498) closing at 1845H, The 77th Ranger Border Defense
Battaiion moved.from Khe Sanh-to the FSB Phu Loc area (XD700477) closing
at 1430H.

) Three of the five heavy artillery batteries located at lao
Bao (XD7138) moved along QL. 9 ‘to positions at Lang Vel and Khe Sanh,

(17) On 18 March there were 1 236 hel icopter sorties flown and
10 B52 strikes totaling 631 tons of ordnance resulting in 22 secondary
explosions of a magnitude of two tc five, There were 252 Tac Air sorties
flown resulting in 13 bunkers, 28 vehicles and 12 gun positions destroyed.
There were ten enemy KBA, ten interdiction points struck, 636 secondary
explosions and 74 secondary fires.

19 MARCH

(1) Between 190600H and 1800H vicinity XD525400, the &th Alrborne
Battalion was in sporadic -contact with an unknown size enemy force re-
sulting in six ARVN KIA, 26 WIA and unknown enemy lossees,

(2) Betwsen 130600H apd 191800H vicinity XD521401, the 9th Air-
borne Battalion wasin intermittent contact with an unknown size enemy
force. Results were uwo ARVN KiA, three WIA, 50 NVA KIA, four AK47s,
three B4Os, one B4l, one antiaireraft gun and one flamethrower captured,

(3) Between 190600H and 1800H’viclnity XD643377, elements of the
1st Tank Troop, 3d Cavalry Squadron made contact with an unknown size
enemy force, resulting in six ARVN KIA, three WIA and unknown enemy
losses,

(4} The 23 Airtorne Bnttalion'between 19C600H and 191800 was in
contact vicinity XD583434 with an unknown size enemy force., Friendly
losses were unknown. There were 380 NVA reported KIA;, 12XAK,7s, two
B4i0s, two light machine guns and two 82mm mortars captured.

(5) FSB Aloui was evacuated on the morning of the 19th., The 1lst
Alrborne Brigade units and Armored TF units commenced eastward movement
toward FSB Alpha. At 190730H elements of the column reported light
contact with an unknown size enemy force and FACS reported four tanks
moving toward Aloui viecinity XD523417.
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(6) At 190715H vicinity xmoszeo “the 1st VNMC Battalion con-
acted an unknown size enemy force. resulting in 20 enemy KIA, five
J7s, two BiOs, nine.packs, nina.ahdyels and 50.huts deatroyed.

(7) At 191300H vicinity XD709299, the 1st VNMC Battalion con-
tacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in one Marine KIA, 12XWIA,
1¢-enemy KIA, five AK47s, two B4Os, 220 pounds of rice, and 15 ’buts
destroyed with no friendly casualties,’ o

(8) At 191300H vicinity XD723327, the 8th Airborne Battalion con=
tacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in six enemy KIA, one BAR,
one AK47, and 400 rounds of 7,62mm ammunition captured,

(9) At 191445H vicinity FSB Delta 1 {XD552345), C/lith Artillery
received 251X122mm rockets and 75mm recollless rifle rounds resulting
in four 105mm howitzers and 1,365 rounds of 105mm ammnition destroyed,

(10) At 191540H vicinify XD629363, elements of TF 1-11 Infantry
recelved small arms and B40 fire resulting 1n one US KIA and four WIA
Enemy losses were unknown. - :

(11) At 19180H vicinity xn61.8301, the 1471;11 VN Brigade CP on
FSB Delta received an attack by fire, ' There were an unknown type and

number of rounds fired. Three Marines were KIA, 25 WIA and four 105mm
howltzers reported to be 60 percant damaged.

(12) At 1923008 vicinity xnsu,asa, the 3d Battalion, 2d Regiment
received a ground attack by an unknown size enemy force resulting in
five ARVN KIA, LOXWIA, two MIA, 87XNVA KIA, 49XAK,7s, tén B4Os and
seven B/ls captured. Two company commanders of the 3d Battalion, 24
NVA Division were among the NVA KIAQ$;

(13) At 192300H vicinity XD512343, the 2d Battalion, 2d Regiment
received a ground attack by an unknown slze enemy force resulting in
five ARVN KIA, 11XWIA, 85XNVA KIA, 47XAK,7s, two 60mm mortars, three
light machine guns, and 20XB4L0O rocket launchers captured.

(4) At 192300H vicinity XD518342, the 4th Battalion, 23 Regiment
received a ground attack by an unknown size enemy force resulting in
tiree ARVN WIA, five ARVN MIA, 195XNVA KIA; 59XAK.7s, three CKC8, seven
B,Os, two 60mm mortars, two flamethrowers, four light machine guns,
three radio telephones and four hsavy machine guns captured,

(15) The 1lst Armored Brigade colum moving east from PSB Aloui
(XD553380) was ambushed resulting in one vehicle of the 18 in the
colum receiving hits and blocking the road. The column included
four disabled tanks which were being towed. The 1lst Armored Brigade
CP requested air strikes to destroy the disabled vehicles and Tac Air
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reported 18 vehicles destroyed.

Q6) On 19 Harch thare were - 686 helicopter gunship sorties flown
and 14 B52 strikes totaling 1,158 tons of ordnance of a magnitude of
two to five. There were 246 Tac%A1r .sorties resulging in 15 bunkers,
nine wehicles, two cache sites and three gun positions destroyed,
There were two vehicles and four. gun positions damaged and 45 meters
of road cut,

20 MARCH

(1) At 200530H vicinity x3648301, the 147th VRMC Brigade CP
on FSB Delta received an attack<by fire:cdonsisting :of 30 rounds of
mixed 82mm and 122mm fire resulting in five Marines WIA,. Tuo 105mm
howitzers were reported to be moderately damaged. :

2 In the TF 1-11 Infantry A0 at 2009043 vicinity ID734365,
reconnalssance elements found two mines in the road which the unit
destroyed in place. The elements.providing security contacted an
unknown size enemy force., After -an-artillery strike the unit swept
the area and received seven 82mm rounds. Artillery was placed on
the enemy locations, The resulis of a search of the area were one
enemy KIA and one AK,7 captursd. The minesweep of the road continued.
At 201040H vicinity XD737364, another element attempting to link up
with the recohndisganse elements received B4O and small arms fire from
an enemy force resulting in one US KIA, five WIA and two vehicles
damaged. OContact was broken at 201200H then reestablished at 201245H
when one US was KIA, Contact was broken again at 201337H,

(3) At 201000H vicinity XD6754,90, elements of 3-187 Infantry made
contact with an unknown size , Onemy,. force resulting in no friendly cas-
ualties, 19 NVA KIA, one ‘AK47 and’ one'bag of miscellaneous mail captured.

(4) At 201040H, B/1-1 Infantry vicinity XD737364, received RFG
and small arms fire resulting in one US KIA, five WIA, one Ml51 and
one Mi13 damaged.

(5) At 201320H, extraction of the 3d Battalion, 2d Regiment from
a PZ vicinity XD512344 to Khe Sanh was completed. During the extraction
28 of 40 ships received hits,

(6) At 201520H vicinity XD710329, the 1st VNMC Battalion contacted
an unknown size enemy force resulting in four Marines' KIA, six NVA KIA,
and two AKL7s captured.

(Z) At 201630H, seven 105mm howitzers, four 155mm howitzers and
one 3/4 ton truck moved from a PZ vicinity FSB Alpha to Khe Sanh,
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(8) At 201930H, the 2d and 7th Airborne Battalions moved by air
from Khe Sanh to Dong Ha,

(9) At 202100H vicinity xneoza’?é, .the S'th,Airborne Battalj.on and
the 1lth Armored Cavalry Squadron were in contact with an enemy force
which resulted in one ARVN KIA and two WIA,: Enemy losses were 60XKIA,
29XAK,7s, seven B4Os, and one Bil. captured. :

((Q) B Battery, 8-4 Artillery moved its 175mm guns from the Ranger
{éamp XD6845) east along Red Devil Road to a- position north of Khe Sanh
XD8244) .

(11) On 20 March there were 1,388 helicopter gunship sorties
flown and 11 B52 strikes totaling 909 tons of ordnance resulting in
27 secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to four, There were 270
Tac Air sorties flown resulting in one bunker, 46 vehicles, seven cache
sites and 12 gun positions destroyed. There were 10 enemy KBA, 15 in-
terdiction points struck 236 secondary explosions and 44 secondary fires.

21 MARCH

@) At 2103003 the 2d and 4th Battalions, 2d Infantry Regiment
received an indirect fire and ground attack vicinity ID513343, re-
sulting in 37XARVN KIA, 58XWIA, and 15XMIA, Enemy losses were 245XKIA
and the following equipment destroyed: 52XB40/41, 17 machine guns, seven
60mm mortars, five 82mm mortars, eight flametm*owara, nine 12.7mm machine
guns, 65XAK,7s, and five radios.

(2) At 210425H, sappers attacked the refuel/rearm point at FSB
Vandegrift and deatroyed two 10 000 gallon JPI. blivéts, One NVA ime
KIA. V‘" MO T

(3) The 147th Brigade continued operations in the vicinity of FSB
Delta to secure the area for extractlon of artillery from the FSB, FSB
Delta received eight UHLH resupply sorties during the period which
MEDEVACED 23 Marines. Elements in the vicinity of FSB Delta were in
contact sporadically during the day and each time helicopter resupply
gorties came into the area the LZ was subjected to indirect fire attacks.

(4) At 210600H, the 7th VNMC Battalion was in contact with elements
of the 29th NVA'Regiment. The contact lasted umtil approximately 220600H
and was supported with 13 Tac Alr sorties, resulting in 85 Marines KIA,
283XWIA, 600 enemy KIA (400 KBA) and five PW. Sixty crew-served and
200 individual weapons were found.

(5) At 211300H, extraction of the lst Airborne Brigade CP from
- FSB Alpha to Khe Sanh was completed.
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L)AtﬂBmHﬂdmwxmmﬁsCﬁﬂ?hmrmwhﬁRmam
small arms fire resulting in two,US. xh and three US WIA,

(7) At 211450H, extraction of the 5th Airborne Battalion and per-
gsonnel from two artillery batteries from FSB Alpha to Khe Sanh was
completed., During the convoy movement of artillery. from Lao Bao to
Lang Vel elements received amall arms and B4O fire vicinity IDVLBB
resulting in eight Us. WIA» {L' .

(§) At 211800H extraction of the 2d and 4th Battalions of the 24
Hegiment to Khe Sanh was completed.

(9) The last two'heavy artillery ‘batteries to occupy positions
along the Laotian border moved to. positions vicinity Khe Sanh (xD8238).

(j:) On 21 M&rch there were 788 helicopter gunship sorties flown
and 11 B52 strikes totaling 921 tons of: ordnance resulting in 22 second~
ary explosions:of a. magnitude of two to:five, There were 157 Tac Air
sorties flown resulting in three structures, 37 vehicles and one gun
position destroyed. There were 18 vehicles damaged, 30 enemy KBA, 31
secondary explosions and-nine?secondary fires.

22 MARCH -

(1) The Khe Sanh Base area- received four separate attacks by fire
totaling 59 rounds of 122mm artillery between 220700H ‘and 221600R
resulting in two US KIA, 12XUS WIA;vone UHLH, three  ton trucks, one
3// ton truck, one water truck, apd one fire truck damaged Four rounds
struck the main Tunway causing damage and temporary closing of the air-
strip,

(2) At 220955H vicinity XD7I5384; eleménts of TF 1-77 Armor Ta-
ceived an attack by fire of an unknown number of possible 122mm rounds,
resulting in five US wiA.

(3) At 221045H vicinity XD710378, the 2d Airborne Brig e CP
received an attack by fire consisting of 10X75mm round@ resulting
in one ARVN KIA and five WIA,

(4) At 221210H vicinity XD735365, elements of TF 1—77 received
an attack by fire of an unknown number ‘and type of rounda resulting
in eight US WIA,

(8) At 222148H vicinity m726483, elements of TF 3-187 received
grenades and small arms fire from an estimated five to 15 enemy. Friendly
units returned fire and emplbyed artillery. Flareships were called on
station and the action resulted in five US KIA and four WIA,

P
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(6) At 221530H, the 2d and ‘4th Battaliona, 2d Regmant moyed by
vehicle from Khe Sanh to Dong Ha‘ . ‘;

) on 22 Ma.rch there were 713 halicopter g'lmship sorties flown
and 13 B52 strikes totaling 1,100 tons of ordnance and resulting in
27 secondary explosions of a. mgnitude“of two to:five, There were
172 Tac Air sorties flown resulting in one bunker, three structures,
43 vehicles, and two tanks destroyed., There were 11 vehicles and three
tanks damaged, three interdiction points struck, 51 secondary explosions
and 33 secondary f{ires.
23 MARCK o
(1) At 230315H, Khe Sanh received mortar rounds followed by a
ground attack by 40 sappers resulting in three US KIA, 14XUS WIA, 14
NVA KIA, one NVA WIA (PW), one AH1G destroyed, three AHIG- damaged,
10 US vehicles and three US bunkers destrOyed., Six AK,7s and pumbrouna :
‘Batchel charges captured. . :

(2) At 23063OH the erored' TF column‘ crossed the border into
the RVN and effected a link up with the 1lst Brigade, 5th Infantry
Division (Mech), All vehicles .were out of Laos by 1120H,

(3) At 231135H vicinity XD7435, TF 1-77 Armor received small arms
and B4O fire resulting in seven eneny -KIA and four enemy KBA. '

(&) At 231345H, the lst, 8th. and 9th Lirborne Battalions closed
at Khe Sanh and moved by air to Dong Ha at 231800H,

(8) At 231453H, 430 (of which 230 were WIA) Marines of the 147th
VAMC Brigade has been extracted by -air to-ths Marine Division CP
(XD86239%0). The remaining Marines were ‘@XA¥iEted to Khe Sanh later
during the day.

(6) At 231525H vieinity XD745356, elements of A/1-1 Cavalry con-
ducted reconnaissance of the area after three airstrikes on suspected
enemy locations and found a bunker complex and three enemy KBA, one
. AK47 and one B0, Enemy small arms fire was received and AFA was
employed. Elements continued to search and found five additional KBA,
six KIA, two B4LO, four AK47s, one MI6, 22XBL0 rounds, seven grenades,
six 60mm mortar ronnds and miscellaneous items, There were no friendly
casualties,

(Z) At 231800H, the 2d Airborne Brigade with 2d and 11th Bat
talions moved by air to Dong Ha. During a two hour period 10 enemy
tanks were destroyed (eight by Tac Air, one by ground fire and one by
unknown cauges), Two 122mm guns were destroyed by Tac Alr (believed
to be the guns shelling Khe Sanh). g

7
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(8) On 23 l‘hrch M were 756 helicopter gunship sorties flown
and 11 B52 strikes totaling 941 ﬁonm,of ordpance resulting in 77 second-

ary explosions of a magnitude of, twq‘to *ten, Thare were 283 Tac Air sorties

flown resulting in one bunker, three structures,. 30 vehiecles, one cache
site,: 22 gun: positions and,two tan 8- deetroyed. Thare were four bunkers,
four vehicles: and twd. tdrkdiddmepedi seven interdietion points struck,

30 enemy KBA, 354" aeoonﬂary explolions and 136 aecondary"firea.

2/, MARCH
3\ " N

(1Y At 2408008 vicinity mo01566 ;a;bm of the 2-506 Infantry
heard small arms and B4D fire on,the. nor‘t‘n #1de of QL 9. .The unit
moved to the area and engagod an unknonv aize enemy force setting up
an ambush. The enemy did.not return fire and fled, At 0925H elements
engaged another enemy force, The enemy returned fire and fled, Ths
unit suffered one US KIA and one WIA, The enemy losses were nine KIA,
five AKA?s and one B4O captured.

(2) At 240915H vicinity XDABELIY:s1em ,
contact with an estimated thras ey s, Friendly elements re-
ceived small arms, B4O and 60mm mordar fire. The unit returned small
arms fire and employed.gunships and artillery, and was reinforced ty
two pla®ons, Contact was broken at 241115H, Results were four US
KIA and six WIA, Bnemy losses wers unknown,. A seabch of the area con-
timed.

(3) At 240950H, vicinity XD690360, B/7-17 Cavalry engaged one PI76
tank and destroyed it. At 0952H vicinity XD681363, the wnit damaged
two PI76#, At 0955H vicinity XID663368 the unit engaged three PI76s
with upknown results, At 1151H vicinity XD661367 the unit observed
seven light tanks and called in air strikes with unkmown results, ‘At
12008 vicinity XD655366 the unit observed eight light tanka, called
in airstrikes and reported six tanks buwrning.

(4) At 241347H, the lst VNMC Battalion was moved by air from FSB
Hotel to an LZ vicinity XD830345 along with the 3d Battalion,

(5) At 241614 vicinity XD956426, A/3-5 Cavalry assisted an ARVN
convoy which was being ambushed, Results were two US KIA, three US
WIA, one Ml13 destroyed and one ML51 damaged. One WEA PW was seriouely
wounded and latar died; one NVA vwas KIK,

(6) On 24 March thers were 703 helicopter gnfy sorties flown
and 13 B52 strikes totaling 1,095 tons of ordnance and resulting in
35 secondary explosions of a ma.gn.itude of two teé: m. There WNYe 255
Tac Air sorties flown resulting in two water craft, 17 bunkers, two
foxholes, 25 vehicles, 40 cache sites, eight gun positions and 14 tanks
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destroyed. There were 1l vehicles and six tanks dn.mggd four meters
of road cut, 21 interdiction points atruck 20 enemy KBA, 8, secondary
explosions and 36 secondary fires. ‘

25 MARCH

(1) At.251005H vicinity n>857385, B/:L-SZ Artillery received -an
unknown number of 122mm artillery rou.nds résul'bing in one US KIA and
five US WIA, co . . '

Q) At 251141H vicin_ity XD813485, B/1-1 Cavalry made contact with
a well dug -in enemy platoon,  The elements were reinforced with t\!o
platoons and Tac Air and-artillery were employed. The contact: To-
sulted in s:Lx US I(IA five WIA “and 36 enemy KIA, . b

S e

" M |r\ o~ ﬂa% Vi ‘ ’
(3 At 2513003, six soldiers from the Z;th Battalion, 1st Infantry
Regiment reported to the lst Infantry Division Forward CP at PSB Nguyen
Hue, They had been missing since 19 March when FSB Lo Lo was evacuated,

(L) At 251600H vicinity XID9855, a convoy received small arms and
B40 fire. The contact was supported by gunships and reaction forces
from 2-506 Infantry, resulting in one AR.VN KIA and 12 ARVN WIA,

(5) At 251800H vicinity xm'??ses, the 1506 Infantry receifhd
small arms, B40 and 60mm mortar fire, resulting in three US KIA,
six WIA, one armored personnel carrigr damaged and one. enemy. KIA

&) The 2..94 Ax"t.illery (6- A*B&ttm) departed the Khe Sanh area
for positions at Vandegrift (1b048),

(7) oOn 25 March there wers 324 helicopter gunship sorties flown

and le B52 strikes totaling 1,001 tons ¢ ordnance resulting in 152

secondary explosions of a magnitude of -two to five, There were 236
Tac Air sorties flown resulting in two water craft, 33 bupkers, 72
vehicles, one cachs slte and nine gun positicns destroyed, There
were two bunkers and 2, vehicles damaged, 47 meters of road cut,

seven interdiction points struck, 30 enemy KBA, 56 secondary exploeione
and 26 secondary fires,

26 MARCH

(1) At 261225H vicinity XD710440, the 21st Ranger Battalion re-
ceived 501122mm rockets resulting in one friendly KIA and four VIA

) At 261305H, A/2-17 Cayalry gunships observed and engaged an
enemy force reaulting in nine snemy KBA,
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) At 261750H on: QL 9 V¢c1nity YD055564, an ARVN convoy received
small arms, B40 and 82mm fire from an estimated enemy platoon, Artile
lery and AFA vere: employed rosulting in one US. KIA six US WIA, one
Vietnamese civilian killed, five ARVN KIA, two ARVN'VIA,two 2l ton
trucks destroyed and four damaged

(&) At 262010H vicinity YDO33561, an ARVN convoy from Xhe Sanh to
Dong Ha received.an unknmown number- of mortar rounds and B4O fire,
resulting in one ARVN KIA, twelve WIA, three trucks destroyed and three
trucks damaged. :

(5) B Battery, 1-39 Artillory (175mm) moved from Khe Sanh and
occupied a. position at Vandogrif% (YDOOAS) . .

()" On 26 March there were 342 helicopter gunship sorties
flown and 14 B52 strikes totaling 1,140 tons of ordnance resulting
in 40 secondary explosions of a magnitude of two 1o eight There
wera 220 Tac Air sorties flown.resulting in 15 bunkers, seven struct-
ures, 48 vehicles and one gun position destroyed. There were two
water éraft and.17 vehicles damaged, 105 meters of road. cut, 15 in-
terdiction points struck, one, enemy KBA, 61 secondary explosions and
23 secondary fires.

27 MARCH

Q) At 27125OH vicinity ID?53366 and XD747358, ARVN stragglers
reported to the CP of TF 1-77 Armor that two US bodies were found with
NVA notes pimnned to the bodles., Translations read "To all ARVN troops.
The Liberation Army is surrounding you now. You have the way to
escape, Return to the Liberation Army now. Now 18 your time and
chance. Go along QL 9 .and hold this note, We are welcoming you and
will take you to a safe piace', D/3-5 Cavalry was employed and lo-
cated the three US bodies and three ARVN bodies at XD735365, The
bodies were approximately two days old, Air strikes were employed
adjacent to the bodies, resulting in secondary explosions. De-
stroyed were several covered bunkers and 20 fighting positions. At
1630H, D/3-5 Cavalry discovered one US body at XD745366,

(2) At 271330 to 1530H vicinity XD9725 and XD9420, A/2-17 Cav-
alry gunships fired on two platoon size NVA forces resulting in 14
eneny KBA,

(3) At 271338H vicinity XD943592, 1-501 Infantry received small
arms and 12.7mm machine gun fire from an unknown size enemy force
resulting in three friendly ‘KIA, four HIA and unknown' ensmy casu-
alties.
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(4) At 271805H vicinity ID9§3592,,,;0/1,—-501 Infantry received an
attack by fire consisting of 12X82mm mortars resulting in two US KIA
and four WIA, AFA and stinger were employed with unknown results.

(58) At 271900H vicinity XD855480, an M551 from C/3-5 Cavalry,
while moving to a night defensive position, detonated a pressure
typs mine resulting in five US WIA a.nd causing moderats damga to
the vehicle,

(6) At 272230H vieinity Inooo561, olmnts of A/2-506 Infantry
heard movement around their positions-and three.fragmentary grenades.
A search at first light revealed six onemy KIA, one wounded enemy
captured, six AK,7s, one B40, one 9mm. pSWEMY, miscellaneous food,
ammmition, 20 satchel charges, and . other ‘explosives, .

(7) on 27 March there were 3 holicopter gunship sorties floxm
and 12 B52 strikes totaling 1,066 tons.of ordnance resulting in
1,073 secondary explosions of a mgnituda of two to 15, There were
205 Tac Air sorties resulting in nine: bunkers, one structure, 49 .
vehicles, five cache sites and six gun poasitions destroyed. There
two bunkers, 19 vehicles and two tanks. damaged, 73 meters of trail
cut, sixteen interdiction points struck, four enemy KBA, 58 second-
ary explosions and 20 secondary fires.

28 MARCH SR I

(1) At 280735H, FsA 1 at Va.ndegrift, received an attack by fire
of 17-18122mm rockets which resulted in three US WIA, one AHLG, one
UH1H, one Mogas blivet, 1,301X155mm, 97X6XE hute destroyed, and two
bbgas blivets da.maged. A total of 7,000 gallons of Mogas was de-
stroyed. e e e

(2) At 280945H vicin:lty ID962448, Ranger Team #, (10lst Airborne
Division) made contact with an estimated 30 enemy. Mortars and AFA
were employed with unknown results, The team was extracted at 281113H
with three US WIA, A MEDEVAC helicopter received small arms fire
wounding two crewmen as the aircraft was 1ifting off. Tha aircraft
landed safely at Khe Sanh, A supporting UHlH received small arms
and 12.7mm fire, was forced to made a precattionady - landing, and was
subgequently extracted., Four crewmembers of the helicopter were WIA,
A total of 12 friendly WIA were reported., A search of the area by
ground elements revealed six enemy KIA.

(3) At 281355H vicinity XD953429, A/4=3 Infantry convoy received
one RFG round from vicinity XD953429, The unit returned fire with
+50 caliber and mortars. At 1405H, requested gunships came on
station, AFA on station observed six to seven enemy in the area of
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XD955450 with one 1ight machlne gun, one RPG launcher and six to
seven AK47s. At 1443H an airstrike was called in on XD955456 with
unknown results, Results of the contact were two friendly KIA and
five WIA,

(&) At 281435H vicinity XD936585, elements of 1-501 Infantry
received small arms, B4O fire and grenddes from four enemy 25 meters
outside their position resulting in four US WIA, Elements returned
organic weapons fire, AFA and artillery. At 281920H the same elements
received additional small arms fire and B4LO fire as well as three 82mm
rounds resulting in one US KIA and five WIA, At 282150H elements re-
ceived five rounds of suspected 160mm fire with no casualties or damage,
Total casualties for the contact were one KIA, nine WIA and unknown
eneny casualties,

(5) On.28 March there were 231 helicopter gunship sorties flown
and 11 B52 .strikes toteling 967 tons of ordnance resulting in 55 second-
ary explosions of a magnitude of two to ten. There were 191 Tac Air
sorties resulting in 28 bunkers, one structure, 58 vehicles, and three
gun positions destroyed. . There were five vehicles damaged, one moter
of road cut, three interdiction.points struck and two enemy KBA, There
were 75 secondary explosions. and 74 secondary fires.

29 MARCH

(1) At 291230H vicinity XD910495, elements of TF 3-5 Cavalry moving
west on Red Daviléroad.received small arms and B40 fire from an unknown
size enemy foree rgsulting in.two .US KIA, eight WIA, one Ml13 destroyed,
one Ml13 and -one.M551 damageda;'The~area~was searched with negative re-
sults,

(2) At 291409H vicinity ‘XD963586, one piatoon of A/1-501 Infantry
received small arms fire, mortar, grenades, RrG and 51 caliber fire.
Blements returned organic fire and airstrikes were called in at 1530H,
AFA and artillery were employed resulting in five US WIA and unknown
enemy casusalties.

(3) At 201405H vicinity XD890404, A US and ARVN convoy traveling
weast on QL 9 received small arms and B4LO fire, resulting in one 2% ton
amminition truck destroyed. Three other trucks were destroyed and
one damaged. Personnel casuslties were one US KIA, five US WIA and
five ARVN'WIA,

(4) On 29 March there wers 356 helicopter gunship sorties flown and
13 B52 strikes totaling 1,136 tons of ordnance resulting in 77 secondary
explosions of a magnitude of two to seven., There were 18 Tac Air «r
sorties resulting in 28 bunkers; two structures, 41 vehicles and five
gun positionms destroyed. There were 12 vehicles damaged, 248 secondary
gxplosions and 29 secondary fires,
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30 MARCH L

On 30 March there were 261 helicopter gunship sorties flown and
13 B52 strikes totaling 1,038 tons of ordnance resulting in 99 secondary
explosions of a magnitude of two to ten,...There were 174 Tae Air sorties
flown resulting in three water craft, 24 bunkers, 52 vehicles and six
gun positions destroyed. 'There were 15 vehicles destroyed, 49. inter-
diction points struck, two enemy KBA, 62 sacondary explosions and 39
secondary fires, .

31 MARCH

(@) Between 310300H. and 0315H Dangvﬁa Combat Base received 12X122mm
rockets resulting in one US WIA, one ARVN WIA, three trucks damaged
and an unknown amognt of’)bgas and JP4 destroyed.

(2) Commencing at 310825H, 22 Tac Air sorties prepared four large
LZs in support of a rald south of the Laotian Salient, The initial
preparation terminated at 311030H, Low level helicopter reconnaissance
revealed the presence of antiaircraft weapons. The LZ was. -reprepared
and L2 time rescheduled for 1130H. Between 311050H and 1125H six
more sorties preparsed the LZ and at 311128H six sorties smoked the
LZ vicinity YDO46038, At 311130H a UHLH combat assault of a 300 man
RVNAF force commenced into a cold LZ, The force consisted of members
of the Hac Bao Comspny and Reconnaissance Company, lst Infantry Division,
The raiding force reported mo contact, initially. Search of the area
of the Arc Light strike revealed 85 enemy KBA and 18 weapons destroyed.
At 311430H vicinity YDO43030, elements received small arms fire re-
sulting in one ARVN WIA.and one enemy KIA with one AKA7 captured., At
3131630H vicinity YDO46038 the force disccvered 12 huts, 27XAK47s, 11X
AK50s, one ton of rice, and one ton -ofiammnition, including 60mm and
82mn mortar rounds. Brush fires and smoke in the area reduce visibile
1ty and limited the use of Tac Air from about 311500H through the end
of the day. During the night the force assumed a night défense po-
sition vicinity YDO403 and reported no contact with enemy forces., Tac
Alr, gunships and ‘flardshipawere employed in the area.

(3) During the night of 31 March and 1 April, a raiding force re=
ported trucks both north and south of positions vicinity YD0L03,
Sightings were passed to FACS in the area. Fixed wing gunships accounted
for five trucks destroyed vicinity YDO12155., At 011115H the raiding
force found 1,000 gallons of POL and one 1,5 kilowatt generator vi-
cinity ID052026, which had been destroyed by air, They also dis-
covered a cave that had been used to hide track vehicles. Air Cavalry
and Tac Air engaged antiaircraft poaltiona in the area as planned.
Extraction of the raiding force commenced at 011214H from PZ vicinity
YD051036, Extraction was completed at 0112308 and the force was lifted
to Hue.

&,

-
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(4) Headquarters, 108th. Artillery Group moved -its CP from Khe
Sanh to.Camp Carroll, and. tyo .of, the. remaining four heavy artillery
betteriss departed e ‘Sanh for, positions at Khe Ghio (1D0355). and
V&ndegrift (YD00.8),

(j) On 31 March thare wro 3&1 hbliwpter gunehip sorties flown
and 13 B52 strikes. tgtaling 15087~% wo¥dnance reaureing in 93
secondary explosions of a. b e 6F tws to vie, There were 121
Tac Ad¢ sorties flown resulting in 53 bunkers, two structures, 35
vehicles and five gun positions: destroyed, Thers were nine vehicles
damaged, 14 interdiction points. struck, thres enemy KBA, 57 aecondary
explosions and 27 secondary fires. . .

1 ARRIL

P A R

-y Defe.nse
- j‘%ﬂk‘ta,

(1) At 0103308 vioinity.XD715446y khe: 77
Battalion received an attack by ‘. Ve
resulting in one- friendly KIA an

(2) A Cavalry alements previded auppca"b to. raicung force op=
erationg in Laos, and accoun oY %int enany KBEA, cone tmk,,throe
huts, one bunker, and. three-xd ! # destroyed, :

(3) At 0615H vicinity mzslm, A 0130 aireraft. obssrved 20-30
eneny moving on a trail, FACs put two air strikes in the area re<
sulting in seven enemy KBA, Air. Ga.Valry elements engagod tha avea
killing three additional enemy,

@) at 0116458 ‘vicinity XD978585, elements of 1=-506 Infantry re-
ceived 11X122mm rockete which impacted 50 meters north of their po-
sition, Artillery and airstrikes were employed against selected enemy
locations vicinity XD983622, resulting in five enemy KIA, three second-
ary firea, and one rocket launching site deatroyed.

Tac Air sorties reault.’mg in 15 bunkara, three structures, four cache
sites and four gun positions destroyed. Thers were 18 enemy KBA,

two vehiocles damaged, hine interdiction points struck, nine secondary
explosions and three secondary fires,

2 ARRIL
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(3) The 77th Radger Border Defense Battalion and the 3d Gcmpany,
79th Ranger Border Defense Battalion moved by vahicle from K.he Sanh
to Dong Ha closing at 051830H T

@) There were: 707" logistica.l aortiea ,floum in support of Us .
forces and 207 logiatical sorties flown in’ suppcr‘t of ARVN forcae.
Three aircraft were hit by hostile fire during the reporting period
and all were declared nonflyable. Ten. Tac, Air nissions were flown
with no BDA reported, - A o L

(5) on 5 Apri_l there were 118 helicopter gunship sorties. flown
and 11 B52 sorties totaling 963 tons, of, ordnance resulting-in’.
14 secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to. thres, There -
were 77 Tac Air sortied flown resulting in one bunkey',c b’ fg}hblm
62 vehicles and one gun position destroyed, There were six. inm .
terdiction points struck, 78 secondary explosions and 33 aacondary
fires,

Lo i

6 APRIL

Q) At 060425H vieinity Insw.bz,, the 4th vm Battalion re- )
ceived an attack by fire of 50X82mm mortar rounds followed by a
ground attack from an wnknown size enemy force resulting in two.
ARVN KIA, one ARVN WIS, eight enemy KIA, one PW, four AK,7s, one
B4O rocket layncher and 50 blocks of dynamite captured. _

(2) At 061008H, 150 personnel of the.Hat Bao Company conducted -.
a combat assault into XD948209 to exploit Arc Light strikes in the
area. They conducted search operations and encountered no enemy re-
sistance. BExtraction time was 061708H from XD9421. Results of the
operation wers 15INVA ‘KBAy 17XAK47s, “twti;12,7mm machine guns, nine
‘tons of rice, one ton of food, and 16Xhubsfbunkers destroyed.

(3) At 061155H vicinity XD973589, B/1~506 Infantry received small
arms fire from an unknown size enemy force in bunkers, BElements .
returned automatic weapons fire and the enemy withdrew. A search
of the area revealed four NVA KIA, Friendly losses were two US KIA,

(4) The 1st Battalion, 2d Regiment moved by air from Khe Sanh
to Canm Lo and furthex" moved by vehicle to Dong Ha c¢loaing: at 061200H.

(5) The 1st and 4Lth Battalmna, SZ,th Regiment moved by air from
Khe Sanh to Cam Lo and_ fuither moved by vehlcle to Lang Tho (three
kilometers southwest of Hue) closing at.061430H.

(6) TF 1-77 Armor repositioned ,fcrces within AO Cheetah covering
the extraction of ths 5th ARVN Regiment., At 061500H, the TF initiated
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(8) Elements of TF 1-11 Infahbry,éoved. wmmgmw XD8639
to Quang Tri Combat Be.ae, phal OBt ¢ » LAMBCN
: VT AN

(@) There were 415 1ogiatioa1:jg,¢'tiu flownin mi;gcmt' of U8
forces and 61 logistical sorties in mpporh of ARVN fyrces, Two
aircraft were hit by hostils £ &n‘iﬁg Morﬂng’periado -
Gne orev member was WIA, Thers ware 16 Tac Air glssisns flown &) }I'%:
against enemy bunker complexes resulting in 1, bunkers dmatroyed,
18 bunkers damaged, six NVA KBA, two sustained ﬁ.roa, ten seoondary

xpbpiena and one AKL7 deatrayoda '8

(10) A1l tridge recovery cperationa were completed, All MT6
and AVLB tridges between Khe Glo (IDQ26561) and Kho .Sanh vere retro-
graded to Quang Tri, o "g
Q1) On 6 April there were 259 halicopt«r gnﬁd.p mﬁu
and 12 B52 strikes totaling,l,Gi tons of ordngnde rmlting
secondary explosions of a magnitude-of two to 15, Thare were 143
Tac Adr sorties flown resulting in 35 bunkers, 67 vehicles, five
cache sites and three gun positiéns.déstroyed. There‘were 41 vehicles. v

damaged, 18 interdiction points giruck, 20 secondary explosions and !
21 secondary fires, One onahv. ¢ !,‘h.-ﬁ;, oy
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12, (C) _f_zggggg'

g+ Friendly. peraonnel and equipment losses by allied forces during
LAMSON 719, . A .

(1) Friendly 'ﬁ‘oopsz s RVNAF TOTALS
(a) Killed - 25 - 1,549 1,764
(b) Wounded 1,249 5,483 - 5,532
() Mesing 38 651 689

(2) Friendly major items of equipmg,nt loat oar destroyed as a -
result of hostile actions:

us ' RVNAF TOTALS

(@) Suall Arms iﬁdividﬁal 363 2,107 2,470
Weapons

(b) Small Arms Crew Served e 30 418
Weapons . -~ ., .. - L L annoed o

(¢) Trucks | e 278

(@) Combat Vehicles - . 2% R TS

(§) Tanke ir s 71

(1) srttllery 4 9 oo

(g) Radlos - 7 el 1,568 1,577%

(n) ml;dozefa o e 1 . 37

*Figu.res provided by RVNAF a.nd ueed as the basia for requiaitioning replace—-
-ment 1tems.

b, Enemy peraonnel end equipment logses as reported by Headquarters
I Corps, "Varlances in the number of enemy tanks and ammunition destroyed
exist between US verified and ARVN reported figures. RVNAF figures in-
clude enemy killed by Tac Air and B-52 strikes.

(1) Enemy losses caused by: Us  RUNAF TOTALS -
(a) Killed 43795 14,565 19,360

{b) Captured - - 8- 49 . 57
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(2) Enemy equirment captured or destroyed
(a) Individual weapons 5,170

(b) Individual : Crew Served x 1,963 L

- - Weapons
'V(é)i‘Vehicles B 2,001 reported ﬁy.ﬁSAF(HVNAF ground
troops confirmed 422 trucks)
(d) Combat Vehicles 11
(e) Tamks ., .. ;:H_sg;gvi"106 (Us«verifiéa 88)
(£) Artillery/mortars —  13/93
.(é). Radios . :[l‘;, . 98 ‘
(h) Ammmition. . .. - 170,346 tons (US verified 20,000
' tons)
(1) - Rice ‘.f ) }~«.* 1,250 tons

c. Of the 615. target boxes struck by Arc~Light strikes, BDA by
ground troops was conducted on 55 targets., The tactical situation pre-
vented friendly forces from conducting a greater percentage of strike
assessments,

13. (C) Administrative Matters.

a. Adequacy of Plans. There were no significant Gl problem areas
encountered during the-actual-conduct.of - the operation. However, the
following problems were associated with the planning stage:

(1) Personnel strength and casualty reporting procedures should be
established during the planning phase to insure that all units are pre-
pared to submit the required data and a communications system can be es—
tablished to provide timely reporting.

(2) The Gl end other staff sections with responsibility for ad-
ministrative functions were precluded from active participation in advance

planning of any significant amount. This forced administrative support
to be provided plecemeal; hou‘vor it provbd tdbqnat.. :

M
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b. . Treatmant. and.evacuation of Quualties. US medical personnel
performed as true professionals and rendsred outstenditg medical support
under adverse conditions that were fubther complicated by language problems
- which caused occasional delasys or cancellations of medical support due to
the inability to communicate, For the ARVN medical units and facilities,
Operation LAMSON 719 was an invaluable experience. . Their medical op-
erations got off to an inlitial slow starit, but with assistance and guid-
“ance from their US advisors they became fully organized and operations
At the close of the operations, ARVN medical units had great confidence
in thelr ability to provide medical support (see Annex B (Personnel and
Muministration)),

c, -Logistics e

(1) The basic plan visuallzed: USASUPCOM DNG establishing a US
base in the vicinity of Quang Tri. As the attack proceeded toward Ebe
Sanh, a forward support area (FSA 1) was to be established in the vicin-
ity of Vandegrift, and he operational on D-Day. As QL 9, which is a one-
way defile between Vandegrift and Khe Sanh was improved, FSA 2 was to be
established in the second viciniiyy,by-Di4 -and “décame operational by D+b,
For 11 days, (from D+7 to-D+fB¥ ARVE forces in the Khe Sanh area were to
be supported froam FSA 2 with Clags-V. to allow: build-up by I ALC in the
forward areas. O

(2) The stockage objectives qucted in days, were . 15, 33&&%&3@?9{

BSA, FSA 1 and FSA 2 respectively, It .was visualized that one-way “SRg i o
along QL 9 between FSA 1' and FSA 2 would be the limiting factor on ton~

nage that could be moved overlanmd, Accordingly,-planning incorporated
delivery by Cl30 aircraft of 500 tons daily into Khe Sanh airfield, be-
ginning at D+4i. Included in the 500 tons were 48,000 gallons daily of

JP, to ‘be delivered by C130 "bladder birds$ Further visualization re-

quired the delivery by truck of 1,000 tons .per day to FSA 2, ARVN Class

IlI requirements were to be met from US stocks at FSA 2, Subsequent to

D¥17, airlift into the Khe Sanh airfield would be devoted to ARVN support.

d. A1l support was to be rendered by the 26th General Support Group
of the Da Nang Support Commsnd. This is a normal support arrangement for
US farces in Vietnam. However, as XXIV Corps was the senior US head-
quarters, close and continuous coordination and liaison were required.

The location of the headquarters of the 26th General Support Group #m ¢ 1
the vicinity of XXIV Corps headquarters was extremely helpful, Repre-
sentatives of HQ, DSC or 26th General Support Group were included in all
XXIV Corps briefings and planning conferences (see Annex D (Logistics}).

14+ (C) Spetial Equipment or Techniques.

8¢ Gaﬁ'ah’y—;&agineer Team. A technique exploited by the lst Brigade,
5th Infentry Division (Mech) during the Operation LAMSON 719 was the mech-
anized engineer armored cavalry road bullding team. The cavalry-engineer -

- 92
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team usually. conaiated of one\ nachanizod engineer platoon with one or two
bulldozers plus one armored cavalry platoon. This organization wes able
to provide a highly armed road bullding team on reatricted grades and ter-
rain which limited the use.of wheeled vehicles. -.A: er road was con-
structed repidly through rugged terrain.and. s‘beep" " - A8 required,

the grades were reduced and the roed -surface improved for wheeled vehicles,
The armored vehicle also provided. rapid reconnaissance in areas with high
elephant grass. It -is significant that during the entire operation cav-
alry-engineer teams were attacked only twice when the road building was
pushed into known areas of eneny operation.

b. Remote controlled ambnnh. Remote controlled clgymore mechanical
ambushes were employed in conjunctien with sensor devices by the lst Bri-
gade, 5th Infantry -Division (Mech).with satisfactory results. It is rec-
onmmendeed -that this technique be developed for increased use of the system.

¢. Perimeter Defense. (n semi-fixed fire bases and patrol bases,
it was essentisl to reposition armored vehicles on the perimeter after
dark. This technique denied the enemy knowledge of vehicles and weapons
positioning and denied the enmy \accnrate knowledge of the defensive po-
sitions, . 1 V

d. Rasupply in‘.h'eaa of Rugged Terrain. The value of the M548 car-
go carrier was demomstrated daily.in.the resupply of armored units. Many
units were located in terrain -that.could not be negotiated by wheeled
vehicles.,  The successful delivery -of necessary supplies by M5/8s per-
mitted cambat operations to continm vith mind mum interruption.

- Rigging. A field expedient was used for Flame Drop Operations in
an attempt to overcame the shortage of green tape and padding material used
to pad the metal parts of cargo.nets and slinga nsed, in flame drop operatioms.
The 10lst Airborne Division (Ambl)-uaeds» Lo
weperviceable inner -tubéa, ' FAHICHEAES
a» olasp: snd.stbcrﬂbbcvvllem Sgais TN e e
nylon cord. - TR

f. Generator use. In order to reduce the number of generators re-
quired to power FM radios in the division TOC (FWD), the 10lst Airborne
Division (Ambl) used rectifiers from AM radio sets and powered by am AC
generator to power FM radios. This freed DC generators for use at fire
support bases and ground relay station sites.

g+ LZ Preparation. A technique in fire planning for the prep-
aration of an LZ used by the I Corps Artillery Commander was the division
of a LZ into a quadrant for each fire support means availsble., Tac Air,
AFA, artillery and -gumships could be employed simultaneously when con=-
currently available, This technique can be considered based upon variables

93
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such as size of LZ, availability of fire support, time available prior to

insertion, etc. . oo

h. Arc Light Strikes. In attempts to counter enemy strong points
situated on prominent terrain features, GVN forces requested Arc Light
strikes on these targets in preference to Tac Alr strikes. It was felt
that the heavy target saturation compensated for ordnance that was de-
livered on the target by Tac Air amd fell on the slopes of the position
causing little or no damage to strong point positions. To further in-
crease the effectiveness of saturation bombing a two by one kilomseter
box inastead of three by one kilomatex box was -suggested.

i. Artillery to Supplemant Arc Light.Strikea. 4 technique developed
to supplement Arc Light strikes. involved. a. 20~30 minute artillery prep~
aration on draws and stream beds: adJacent to target aress prior to' the
strike, During and immediately.after the strike, heavy fires were deliv-
ered along elther side of the long axis of the target box. Thirty minutes
to one hour after the strike, fires were suddenly delivered into the target
box itself., This was reported to be an effective means of foreing adja-
cent enemy units into the target box and- inflicting casualties on search
teams who entered the box to look-for- survivors of the strike,

j. Joint Coordinatian Group. .
(1) Background..e» RS T ﬁw~w T Coe s
(a) Early in Phase I it became apparent that greater coordination
was required between I Corps and XXIV Corps in planning the use of
US assets in support of the HVNAF effort in laos. The initial channel
for requests went from Commanding. Gemerdl, I Corps located at TAC CP at
Khe Sanh to I Corps Forward:at Dong Ha-to XXIV Corps Forward at Quang TIri,
where tasking missions “were passed*to ‘appropriate US agencies. The need
for a coordination facility that could keep the Commanding General, I Corps
and his staff advised of available assets to serve as a Basis for decision -
making became manifiest when requirements could not be met froam available
assets.,

(b) T remedy this situation, a joint coordination group to serve as
the XXIV Corps Commanders personal lisison with the Gommanding General,
I Corps was formed. The group was directed by a general officer and staffed
wlth representatives from XXIV Corps G3, Corps Artillery, the 10lst Abn
Divisiom (Ambl) and US 4ir Force. The group provided information on avail-
able US assets to the Commanding General, I Corps and his staff permitting
them information was then passed to XXIV Corpe (de) T0C for translation
into required orders to US wmitg, . ' ool

(2) Establishment .
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{a} jj‘_‘; On 1. March the JUG wae-establiched at I Corpe TAC CP with the
Commanding General, XXIV Corps ‘Artillery serving-as its head.. The Assistant
Division Commsnder (Operatioms), 10lst Abn Div %Ambl), serving as aviation
officer, initiated personal coordination with Chief JCG and
.@@y I Corpss On 3 -March a USAF air lialson officer and a permesnent liaison
" Yesm from the 101lst- Abn Div (Ambl) joined the group and an 4 March
the group was completed with the addition of a represemtative from G3
IXIV Corps and ODCSOPS, .-.7th .US Air Force who participated on a part-time
basis. The CG, ARVN Artillery command wgs designated as special assistant
to CG, I Corpa and served as the prineipal point of contact to Chief, JCG.

(b) Communications were established by 12th Signal Group and included
secure FM nest to XXIV Corps, (WD), .TOC.and 10lst Abn Div- (Ambl); radio
teletype to I Corps .(FWD) at Dong-Ha, and land line communications
to the other major agencies involved. in.the operation.:

(3) - Operation.

(4) The success of the JCG was attributable to the fact that the Chief,
JG was ‘immediately ‘available to CG, I Corps and was able to rely om exten-
- sive communications to obtain data and, where necessary, the decisions of
CG, X1V Corps. e "<"f~ L

(b) The A:viation Officer, .mG, Va8 able to provide current availa-
bility data on airceraft and was thereby able to assist CG, I Corps by pro-
viding information required for his decision. This aliowed realistic plans
to 1nformation on helicopter availability. ‘ «

(c) The integration of information gained from reports of ARVN Com-
manders to CG, I Corps and status of ‘US support elements involved in op-
erations in progress permitted the Chief, JCG to make recommendations to both
CG, I Corps and CG, IXIV. Corps.-.In the latter case, when recommendations
resulted in decisions affecting ‘employment of US assets, communications
vere available for the immediate issuance of orders.

(d) It is important to note that the JCG did not assume any of the fun-
ctions of the I Corps or XXIV Corps staffsd.

(4) Assessment of JCG.

(a) The effectiveness of the JUG is not subject to quantifiable
factors. Subjectively, it appears that the JCG provided a vital link in
the successful application of US resourcee in support of Operatlon LAMSON
719.

(b) The JCG did not and could not supplant the existing advisory
echelons, Rather, it complementéd the actions of the advisors in that
it was the source of current information on available US assets. Ad-
ditionally, the JCG facilitated coordination efforts between the advisory
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. ¢

elements and XXIV Corpo. '

" (c) The use of a joint coordination group cancept is worthy of con-
gideration in any host countyy whare large: geale operations are to be sup~
ported by US forces. It can serve.to insure. a more effective and efficient
use of US assets in support of the host country commanders's decisions in
the accomplishment of his mission. ,

{

(d) Airmobile operatlons. "’A’::” e

(1) Command Controls Enough C&C. aircraft and parties for continuous
airborne command control over each critical poinmt in the airmobile operation
should be provided. A requirement. existg for separate air mission com~
manders and C&C aircraft.and parties.for: -each element of the alrmoblle
team freeing the genior air mission and«ground commanders to concentrate
on the combat assault itself with full confidence that responsible com-
manders were effectively handling all other aspacts of the operation.

(2) BReconnaissance, Thorough, early reconnaissance of flight routes,
landing and piok up zones, and the entire objective area by air cavalry
is required in addition to continuous reconnaissance during comduct of bhe
alrmobile operation, particularly.the combgt- assault. Within an area
designated by the ground commander, air cavalry should select recommended
landing zones, pick~up zones, flight routes, approach and departure routes
prior to arrival of the air mission and ground commanders. In conjunction
-with artillery and forward air controllers, the air cavalry commander com-
mences preparatory fires on landing zones and approach and departure routes.
After the ground and air mission commanders arrive at the objective area
and agssume control of preparatory fires, air cavalry continues recommaissance
activities around the objective area and assists in target adquisition
and direction of supporting fires. When the ground and air mission com—
manders judge the LZ and approaches to-be adequately prepared for the combat
assault, they shiftsupporting fires and direct the air cawalry commander
to conduct 1 ow level reconnaissance of the landing zone to determine if
it is ready for the combat assault to begin. This final reconnaissance
just before the launching of the combat assault 1s the most critical re-
connaissance of all, The air mission and ground commanders usually ap-
prove the air cavalry commander's recommendation either to begin the
combat assault or to employ additional preparatory firepower. ‘

(3) Selection of landing zone. Practices and patterns in selecting
landing zones should be varied., Constiructed LZs shomld be used in pre-
ference to natural LZs and slope and lower ground LZs should be used in
preference to high ground LZs. High ground landing zones are vulnerable
to preregistered enemy mortar and artillery fires and permit enemy weapons
on surrounding low ground 3v0 degree coverage of approach and departure
routes, Landings zones on slopes and on relatively low ground are less
likely to be anticipated by the enemy, less likely to recelve preregistered
indirect fire attack, and offer some defilade from enepy fires.
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(4) Determination of LZ tima‘ LZ time end the commencement of a
canbat assault are keyed to adequate firepower -preparation of the lamling
zone and approach and .departure routes rather than to an arbitrarily pre-
determined time. . The ground and .air mission commanders have the authority
to establish 1LZ times whenever they declide that the LZ has been adequately
prepared by supporting firepouer for safe insertion of the troop-lift
aireraft.

(5) - Firepower. Concentrated, ‘massive volumes of . firepewer are placed
on landing zones, 'sdjacent aneasy and along approach and departure routes
prior to all.combat.assualts. . Alr strikes, artillery.and armed helicopter
fires are employed in the preparatory fires. Of these fires, air strikes
are the most destructive and decisive. At a time the ground and air mission
commanders consider the landing:zone:and approaches to have been adequately
prepared with firepower, they.shift the fires to adjacent areas and send
the air cavalry to conduct low-level recomnaissance. If the air cavalry
draws enemy fire or sees enemy activity or installations or suspicious
areas which they: judge to,require additional preparatory firepower, the
reconnaigsance commander recommends ‘resumption of preparatory fires. The
fires are resumed until once again the ground and air mission commanders
decide that the tine has come to shift the fires and have ths air cavalry
conduct anotier low-level reconnaissance. Only when the air cavalry
recommends ‘and ‘the ground and alr commanders decide that the landing zone
and approach route firepower preparation is adequate, does the air mission
commander iaunch the combat assault. When the combat assault begins,
supporting fires shift to adjecent targets. The supporting fires continue
until the sombati.assault is completed. All commanders should be
alert to the possibility of the NVA concealing themselves and withholding
fire during the air cavalry's low.level reconnaissance in order to deliver
surprise fire against the. troop 1ift asircraft when they enter the landing
zone,

(6) Adr strikes.?~Thé mddéiié‘firepcwer provided by air strikes is
especially useful in suprort of airmobile operations, particularly combat
assaults. Multiple B52 strikes frequently begin preparatéry fires on ob—
Jective areas for combat assaults. Tactical air strikes are employed to
assist in proparing landing zones and approach and departure routes for
combat assaults. Ideally, a forward air controller is continuously over=
head and air strikes are scheduled on station every ten or fifteen mimutes
from beginning of preparatory fires until completion of the combat assault.
In LAMSON 719, both Vietnamese and US commanders normally gave first pri-
ority of air strikes to support of combat assanlts or extractions, and it
required a senlor comander's decision to change this priority of allocstion
of air power.

(Z) COBU smoke, Prior to initial touchdown of the first aircraft in
the combat assault, and ideally.lasting for the duration of the landing of
the troop lift airecraft, USAF aircraft lay down a smoke screen mixed with
casualty producing CBU mmitions to screen the downwind flank of the
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landing zone from enemy»firea and obserwation.,Av minlmnm of four sets

of air are required to provide a reasonably &ffettive smoke screen, Con-
siderable care 1s taken to insure that the -smoke does not drift over and
obscure the landing zone itaelf.

8) Flight routes., Flight routes are plarned to avoid knoun enemy
AAA weapons and to pass over friendly positions when possible, thus pro-
viding safe havens .for aircraft snd crews that may be forced to land.
Flight routesggpe#vvaried and changed from day to day and mission to
mission depending upon. the location of frkendly units and enemy AAA weapons,

(9) Low level, nap of the earth flight. Under certain ecircumstances
combsat assaults, resupply missions, and medical evacuation were better
conducted by low level, nap of the earth flight rather than by high
altitude flight. Alrcraft flying-the nap of the earth present fleeting
targets to enemy gunners and . galn surprise by their sudden and unex-
pected appearance in the landing zone and quick departure, Whem this
tactic is‘usel, a'guide aircraft must fly at e higher altitude above
the low flying aircraft to vector them to thelir objective. Nap of the
earth flight 1s often appropriate and effective when aireraft fly into
a firebase or friendly position . surrounded by enemy who use "hugging“
tactics and place accurate fire on the landing -Zones.,

(10) Approaohes to and departures from landing zones., Steep, rapid
descents to and ascents from landing zones while maintaining varying
velocities in three directiomsreduces the effectiveness of fire sgainst

. aircraft from enemy weapons located near the landing zone and along

approach and departure routes. Approadhes and departures normally fol-
lowed the same route in order to take maximum advantage of the prel}anding
reconnalssance and preparatory firepower.‘

(11) "Secure" landlng and ‘pick up zones. Secure landing and pick
up zones did not exist in LAMSON 719, Friendly firebsses and positions
were so small and widely dispersed and enemy forces and weapons so numerous
and pressed in so close to friendly forces and positions, that every landing
zone and pickup zone in Leos was potentially and usually subject to enemy
fire. Consequently, every alrmobile operation was planned as a combat
operation, complete with reconnaissance and fire suppart. .Proximity of
friendly forceea inhibits use of defensive fires during missions into
"gsecure" LZs and PZs. Commaders and aviators prefer going into
new LZs by combat assault supported-Byunrestricted firepower rather than
into the so called "secure" LZs and PZs where friendly troops locations
inhibit employment of supporting and defensive fires.

(12) Breaking off a combat agsault. The most difficult decision a

© commander must make during an airmobile operation is to breask off or

interrupt a combat assault once it has begun. When the landing of troops
haa bagun, the pressures are great to continue the combat assault until
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all troops are -on the grpund. When; gn_emy fire againsb*trocgsklift aircraft
entering: and departing the, 1anding“zqne,becomea 80 heavy -and sccurate and
aircraft. and human: losses become .80 great that the success of, the combat
asgault is jeopardized, the commgnder must break off the combat assault
and create conditions that permit: its resumption, There are several actions
the commander .can take to resume -an interrupted ccu&ﬁﬁ%ﬁsﬁgnguh He can use
additional firepower, change approach and departure routes and asltitudes,
aircraft touchdown points, or the landing zone itself, . Troope already in
the landing zone can assist- by attacking and destroying enemy forces and
weapons and by seduring the.original or an alternate landing zone, At
such time, there is.a premium.on the imaginativeness, resourcefulness,
determination, and professional competence of the ground, air mission, and
air cavalry commanders, as well as on the courage and will of the aircraft
crews and ground troops.

(13) Senior commander aloft.. 4 senior aipmobile commander should
be aloft over the operationsl area during the crucial phases of airmoblle
operations, partiocularly during combat assaults and extractions. This
senior commander is separate from the ground and air mission commanders,
His presence expedites decision msking and coordination and facilitates
acquiring additional resources  needed to support the operation. The
senior airmobile communder monitors appropriate radio nets, follows the
action closely, .provides guidance to.the air mission commander, keeps
higher headquarters informed, and calls for additional resources or
support as needed. BHe is a decision maker and expediter. Most importantly,
the senior airmobile commander aloft receives the recommendations of the
air mission and ground commanders and persomnally makes $he.crucial "go"
or "no go" decisions for crucial combat assaults and extractions, This

command arrangement is essential for a combined operation such as LAMSON 719

The principle may be equally ‘'valid for unilateral US Ariy airmobile op-
erations,

15, {(C) Evaluation -~

a. LAMSON 719 was ‘a:pctmbihed: opératiom: ¢ohduc ted under uniquetcii=
cumstances., -An international boundary defined and restricted the op-
erations of the forces involved. ' There was no single command of the
two nation force and ARVN forces were operating in Laos without the
possibility of reinforcement or direct support from US ground forces
and without the traditional assistance rendered by the US advisors, Ad-
ditionally, ARVN forces operated out of their traditional areas of oper-
ation against large, well equiped conventional enemy forces.

b. As such, Operation LAMSON 719 was @ rdal test of the effect-
iveness of the RVNAF and the Vietnamization program. 4 noteworthy
consideration is the fact that for the first time in the conflict
the RVNAF could condunct two' simultaneoua out-of-country operations
without jeopardizing the security of the populated areas in South Viet-
nam, Aside from the measurable local effect, this in itself will have
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an as yet undetermined impact on North Viet.namese plans and operations
in the future, The ememy will no lomger be able to assume -the impunity
from attack he had in Laos:and Cambodis:prior.to 1970, Far reaching
effects will be felt in the diminution of.-supplies ‘and forces available
to support his operations in South Vietnam and against ‘the Royal laotian
and Cambodian forces in their respective countries. .

c¢. The operational lessons learned -and tactics deveoped will
prove to be invaluable when properly applied to future planning and
operations, Specific tactics and lessons learned in each areaof in-
terest are aldressed in detall in the, respective Annexes of this
report, For this reason the tactics and lessons-learned will be
addressed in general terms as they applied .to the entire operation.

(1) Command and control,

(a) The lack of unity of. oomand and the existence of two equal
headquarters in the same general area with overlapping tactical areas
of interest compounded problems generated by lack of information of
available assets required by staffs to conduct viable planning. A
great deal of the difficulty was headed off by initial.joint planning.
However, due to the close-hold ‘nature-of  the operation, the planning
staff was extremely small and it later became necessary to establish a
joint coordination group to serve as personal liaison to the Commanding
General, I Gcrpp. .

(b) In an attempt to enforce the strictest security measures, infor-
mation on plans and operations was often withheld until the latest possible
moment before staff planning and coordination was begun.  CG, I Qorps
had to weigh the'advantages iof ‘algusboldiplanningpadaimst the loss. of ' * ¥
gupport aen informed properly directed staff could offer, On the other
hand, communications security was often violated by the use of non-sec-
vre communications lines to discuss plams and intentions with key sub-
ordinate commanders., Communications sccurity is the key to operationgl
security and any advantage-to close-hold-plegnning was often negated by the
failure to properly apply: commnlcation security techniques,

‘{i(z ) Operations,

(a) The mobility granted an ARVN Commander in laos by American
helicopter assets was undoubtedly on of his greatest advantages over
the enemy. Mobility must also be considered in terms of economy of
force so g8 to provide mgss at any point. Rellance on helicopters
as an almost excludive means of transportation, rarticulerly over minimal
distance and for low priority missions, constituted a misuse of an in-
valugble assety

(b) The fallure of RVNAF to actively patrol and operate away from a base
allowed the enemy to bring his fire teams withip 82mm mortar range of
firebases, inflict casualties, hamper MEDPVAC ‘and resupply operationms,
and eventually build suffipisntestrength to enable him to strangle
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and overtake tba poaition.- The taotica of ‘pemaining static on & firebase

and allowing the enemy to .mass:.in.an: attemp/t to destroy him messive air

power, artillery and gusships rt'ran_afered'-the initiative to the enemy

and allowed him to tie down forces, inflict casualties by attrition and

attzck at the time of his choosing... A8 such, the whole traditional
concept of the fire support base as used by both US forces and RVNAF

must be critically examined before it is ‘used in a mid-intensity enviromment

as existed in LAMSON.719, . Conpideration should be given to placing

the fire support base in other than prominent terrain where it can be

precisely located Wga‘bed by the enemy. Fire support bases lo-

cated in valleys, taking maximum edventage of cover and concealment,
employing more mortars in relation to light artillery to eid in close

in defense and the movement of the l?ase befores the enemy can locate

it sufficiently to mass again&t, it, Qj!ght o) fer & workable alternative

in the type of environment thet existed iz '719.

fﬁ';;

(3) Lines of Communication.

(a) . There were basically two.lines .of communication; one air and
one ground, for the forces committed to LAMSON 719. Within the bound-
aries of the ARVN, QL 9.was secured by US forces who horeened and conducted
a moblle defense against g determined eneny effort to interdict this
road. As ARVN farces procecded Wfﬁbi this. protection could not be
extended. The reliance on helicopter movement has already been dgs-
cussed, but QU 9 inside Laos was the only ground LOC:.available to the
Armored brigade. Problems éncountered aleng this roate point ocut the
requirement, -to secure a ground -LOC for forses that -aregififair trens-
porteble or airmobile. Failure to maneuver off the main road and the in-
ability to evacuate damaged vehicles from the route sericusly hampered
movement along the route of withdrawl and caused the significant loss
¢f tanks, armored personnel carriers and other equipment.,

T

d. While the total effects ‘of LAMSON '719 may not be completely
evaluated for soms time to come, conclusive resulta that can be stated
are:

(1) Enemy plans for movement of supplies and equipment south during
the months of February and March were changed by LAMSON 719,

(2) Enemy units and replacement personnel enroute south were di-
verted to the ehemy forQes opposing LAMSON 719,

(3) Thousands of tons of ammunition, POL and other supplies and
equiment were destroyed. The enemy hed planned to use these supplies
in support of future operations end planned on stockpiling large quan-
tities of supplies in Base Area 604, In addition to consuming large
quantities of supplies whlle engaging friendly forces committed to
LAMSON 719, the enemy had to remove supplies already stored in Northern
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Military Hegion 1 and move thenm back to his base areas.

(4) Enemy personnel losses were extremely heuvy. While these
losses can eventually be replaced, the requirement to replace losses
in suchregiments as.the 1lst VC, 29th, 36th, &4th and 8034 will draw
of f replacement personnel programmed for.other . units and will probably
cause the main force and locgl force units to have a low priority for
replacements for an extended -Period. ~ o

(5) Detailed knowledge is now available concerning enemy depot
locations, POL pipelines, and rosd networks in Base Areca 604, This
knowledge 1s permitting more pre clse targeting and assisting in the
further destruction of enemy storege areas, truck parks, depots and
other logistic installations,

(6) LAMSON 719 has added to thé eonfidé‘nce and experience of the
RVNAF. The exploits of individual: officers, the men aend their arms has
added to the history and traditlona of*thoae units that perticipated.

16. (V) Recommandatlons. In the weeks and months ahead, US advisors
and commanders who work with and support RVNAF must stress the note~
worthy performance and achievements of the RVNAF and the gencral positive
aspects of the resuits and effects of LAMSON 719. The RVNAF need to be
reassured that thelr efforts and sacrifices during LAMSON 719 were sig-
nificant in furthering the overall GVN effort against continued NVA ag-
gression against the Republic of Viebnam, . At the same time, advisors
mst tactfully stress the correction of deficiencies determined during
the operation, and take those actions necessary to maintain the forward
momentum of the RVNAF,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

15 Annexes _ ﬁ. B. PROCTOR

A -~ Task QOrganization Lieutenant Colonel, AGC
B - Personnel and Administration Adjutant General

C-- Intelligence

Logistics ’

Civil Military Oparatious

Alr Support

Artillery

Aviation

Chemical -

DEFCORDS -

Engineer

Information

Signal : :

USMC Support 102

Distribution lList
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'SEE DISTRIBUTION

Attached herewith as inclosures 1 through 5 are pages 103 through 107
(figures 1-5) to Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation LAM SON
719, for addition between page 102 and Annex A, basic report, 14 May 1971.
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