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AVII-GC ,14 J.l9.y 1971 
S~T : Combat Opera tiona After '"Actio~ ~caport, 9Pera tion LA~ON 719 (u) 

, • ~ .. ~,~"'~, ,:,~ . ~'J:::'/J :.,,;.: "'."',' J ~". (1 " ~ i ,'. 
(2) lt 070945.1;1, l~cinit1.,JDJ205p5,,:a.,1Q,pnVoy !'rom the 3d Be.ttalion, 

3d Regiment vas ambushed vithunknoW,Q ~umber and type of round~, re­
sul ting in fi va'wa vi th two' ARVN )~nd ,'tvc)' -US trucks damaged. :' 

I", ,," ' I 

(g) At 070950H vicinit,y XD617278~ the 4th ~ Battalion' found 
30 IBA. , " ~.;.\. ,. 

o ' 

t ... , < ~\C; "J' '. ;'wli: ~.r~·(''':~·;'~r' :,.;' Ii : '. ". ,-to At 070950H vicinity XD497336j",tb,e:4th Battalion, 3d Regiment 
received a ground attack, resulting in one,AllYN VIA, two 'Hlp r'-fles de­
stroyed, 18 enelIV KIA" six AK47 rifles ~,pn~,B40destroyed. 

(§) At 0710001htMr~l~t,"'J3.a.~is1~~;';;:i.~,t'Reg1mentl vicinity; ID410364, 
discovered, the graves of: 23 ,Ni! Kll., " " ' , 

(;2) At 071015H vicin1ty-ID353320, the, 3d VNMl Battalion found 
eight enemy KBA and one 12.7~ machine:~.,;. , " I 

(J.Q) At 071020H' vicin~ty xD61827S/ the 4th Batta1ion,147th!VtOO 
Brigade found 15 NYA KBA,:three, AK47,r,ffl~s, two l340, "30 WA un1£orms, 
400 bags of rice and 400: individual rations. j 1 .:. , ' 

, \. . . , .. ~. ., .. ( 

<lJJ At 071035H vl~initY .!D33.5~ the"2d Battalion, 2d R'egiment 
found two eneIl\1 tanks destroyed by air. ~' 

t -, ' ''''!' 

w) Between 0711258 and 1230H~ . F$", 10 10 and, the 1st Infantry 
Regiment CP received an unknown number~df m4.xed 82mm, 152mm ~,107mm 
killing three ARVll, voi1M4J1g 24 and destroyed three bulldozers. ~ 

(u) At 0711308 vicinity XD326455, the 2d Reg:1.D8nt Reconnaissance 
Company engaged an unkno~ size enemr force killing six NVA and cap­
ttn"ing one B40, eight 82mm;ilD/,)rt~s,' t~~:1i:6ns;'of rice and four rolls 
of telephone wire. ,,';," <, ; : ' ~; I "'" ' , 

(1&) At 0713008 vicinity 10699218, the 1st Battalion, 147th VNMC 
Brigade oontacted an,unknown size ene~ force resulting in oneiMarine 
KIA, six enemy KIA am six' ¥J+7' rifles captured. i 

, 

W) At 071340H vicini t,y ID704316, the 3d VNK: Battalion i made 
contact with an tmknown size enemy'force resulting in two Marines 
VIA, 12 NVA KIA, eight AK47 rifles; one B40, and 15n2.7mm machine 
gtm8 captured. ' I 

i 

(J.g) From 071430H to 2l00H vicinity ID730276, the 2d ~ Bat­
talion engaged an estimated tvo companies. There were 17 Marines 
k1lied, 50 'WIA, 250 enell\V KIA, seven AK47"r1nes and four B40 cap­
tured. 

. ~ .' , ' 

, ' , r, 
,. t·.,,"; " 

.. ~ '; :~~:!~ 1.;\',_ .~, ;;" 7: .~'~ ," ! I", 

, " 



~ .: 

. . 
"';" "'. '- . -" 

" .... 

AVII-GC , .14 May 1971 
SUBJECT s. Combat Operations . After': Ac1;.ion RepOrt, Operation·· LAM30li 719 (rr) 

.. ~~\' I r'~."I:' \': ~ln'."'J' t.· .... :' .'; :'~ ,;,~ .•. , ... J~, (" ~.:",' . 1 "I ,~ .• 

<l:z) At:'071430B vicini'ty-;;ID738':US,:1,"tbe.JdVllJC Battalion con­
tacted an tmknownsize.,enellll~ forcei.kU11llg tene~JJma~ca:ptur.1:Jg 
foarAK47 rifles and 0De~~. i 

U,e> . Between ,0715opH and.'ltn,:>.B,.T1p1n:i:ty, ID370J74, lthe . 4th Bat­
talion, 1st Regi.lnen:tfound 112,eneDV,!BA,.J2IS2mm,mortar~"f'ive l2.7mm. 
machine guns, six B40, l8IAK47 rifles and 15 tunnels destroyed by air. 

. . I 
. , , l ' . 

w) . At' 0715C)O:iI,' an(E~8,trpm'. the 1st, B,rigade, 5t~Inf'al'lt17 Div­
ision TMech} , vicinity D6,2).82,;. wait dpwned by enemy fire ~ Two crew 
members vere picked up by AllVN, forces and evaouated to .FBB Bravo 
(XD643378). Two PAX .were,MIA.·" ,,',' ." . . . ," ,,', .. ,' .. ',~ ~·~I~'J::.'I~~: t,~:·, ·i:~~:.;"ji~i·~·~':·'lr~.~. , .. :~q ... " " . ,i I. 

<zl) At' 071~JOH vieiirl:ty,Ib72~31a~the '1st VNK: Battalion con- . 
tacted an unknown size' enemy force resulting in six enem)r· KIA' and o~ 
J.K47 riae captured. . 

<zl.) At 0716.30B vicinity ID622268, the 4th vmcBa~talion con. 
tacted. an unknown· ~ize' eneWI fo~ce",~+,ing.ll enellll and Capturing \ 
four AK47 rifles,· one B40,.&:> J;'ouPds: of, B40 8.Jl1IDUDition, lSI82am rounds 
and. 2,000 romds of 7.62mm ammUJl1.:ti pn ... , In. the same area the. unit found 
25 enenv KBA. . 

, • ' t 'J'~. '.-",.,' ,; . '. ' , ',. . 

(&2) During recover;yoper~tions of the seven US cr.embers 
stra.Dded in Laos, the Hac Baa Compan;y killed 12 enemy and discovered 
~~nv~. . : 

" ' , ' .• ',' i ",,: I'};: : ... :-- "i.'i'v /:. I " ::,,' , ' t· .: . 
W> On: 7 l!h.rch :tbere. \;'ere . 6551~e1J.copter gunship sorties· flown. 

There were 11. B52 strike.,r,8Ultbg, in 67 secondaryc...qJ.e.-10na"of:.;a 
magnitude of two to four. 'There w,~e '?l7 Tao Air sorties .flovn re­
sulting in three water ~raf~, J,2.:·w.9-t~r8,.,~2.6 :vehicles, one oach. site 
and seven gun posi t1ons',des.trot.41d~:i~~T:here 'were, nine veh1~les damaged, 
seven !Dter~tion points struck, 32 secondary exp1osion8~aDd! 15reeoond­
ary fires. 

8 MARCH· 

. . U) At 0OO3l5B at PSA 1, enem,y sappers, penetrated ~h. perimeter 
and destroyed tour 10,000 gallon.,fuel bladders reBUlting;in 40,000 
ga11onsof JP4 ~d 8t 600 rounds of 20mm ammunition destr4,Yed. 

~) At 081000H vicinity ID7423l6, the 3d VNH:: Battalion con­
tacted all enerqy platoon r •• ulting in six eDe. KIA, tvo AKJ..7 rifles 
captured and four Marines WI!. 

(J) At 081225H ... :·16408 ';vicilli tyll~.334446, the 2dBattalion, 2d 
Regiment found 52 W! KIA, three l2.7Ii1m. maohine guns, 2'7XAl47 rines, 
17 eKe and 50Xl40mm rockets. 
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AVII-GC " ;', ;," ,'" " . , .. ' 4. May 1971 

SUBJECT: Combat Operations ::After', 'Acti<?n~ R,P9rt, "Operation LAM.f0N, 719 (U) 
, " ;, .,,' , " "r· ~/'(";. " ~' . , . . 

<It) At 08J.500H vioinity,ID590396', the' 5th Ahborne Battalion 
contacted an unknown size enemy force resulting in 12 ARVN WIAJ 78 ' 
enemy KIA (,5 by Tac Air)" one 75rmp reC?o~ess, riae destroyed~, 2lIAK4 7 
rifles, two. B4Qlaunchers", 5,000 r()UDds ~2 .. i1mmir~7I75mm recoilless rifle'! 
rounds, !{7IB40 rounds, and 62 rounds ot 82mm mortar ammunition loaptured 
or destroyed. . 

, .. 
(l) At ,08J.540H v1~inity ~3?279';:M~",:7;tl:t V~, )3attalion : eon­

:tact.d an 1DlD ... ~size ~n~llI11:'oo;~e':re8ult;tngAn :11 enemy.KIA,~bree 
AJ47 rifles and one RPD captured, and' 4,0001 ,rotmds otmed, mortar 
and rocket ammunition destroyed. , ' 

(2) At 08J.600H vi~Wty'ID49?3.37)'ithe, 4th Battalion, 3d ~egiment 
contacted an unknown, sbe enellO',' force, resulting in 19 enemy KIl, six 
J.I47 rifles, one B40, and· on. unknown typ.e' machine· gun' captured. There 
were negative friendly casualties. j,I" '~' ii,~! ' , I ' 

•. ,~. • , ' " ' • 1, • 

(7) At 08J.700H vicinity ID493356; :th, 3d,Battalion, 3d Regiment 
made oontact with an unknown size enelll1 torce resulting in nine enem;y 
KIA and five &/.47 rinee captured. I 

, i 

(§) At 082145H, the 2d Battalion, 1st Regiment v1cinit,.;'::~5035:1, 
engaged an enemy force; resul:t:1ng lin one:~ARVN' IU, . tenWIA a,nd,unknown 
ene. losses. ' ",: . ',' "~I' ~ '. , I " 

(2) On 8 March the locations ot remaining ARVN forces in LaoB " 
were as follow: ' The' 2d Battal;1on,~ 2d"Reg~nt 'in. the ,town' of iIe Pon 
ID323444J the 3d Battalion,12d Regiment-,on,the"north bank of the·Ie,Pon 
River IDJJ54J2; the 4th Battalion oD~the south bank of the Ie Pon River 
XD332423, and the 5th Battalion remained vicinity of LZ ~phia~ 

" . UW.. On 8 March th~~~ 'w~e;5'28 :l:i~i?b6~er gunship sortie$ 
flown. ' There vere 12 B52'strikes totaling,952 tons of ordnancti ",Y I ,;~i ;1' 

resulting in 31 secondary explosions of' a ,magnitude of tvo to five. 
There vere 282 Tac Air sorties flow resulting 'in two water craft, 
nine bUnkers, tvo structures, 41 vehicles and five gun positions 
destroyed. There vere 15 vehicles damaged, lS,'secondary explosions 
and 87 secondary fires. 

9 MARCH 

(l) At 093200H vicin1tyXD3342,the :2d 'Battalion, 2d Reg~ent 
commenoed crossing theXe Pon,River, 8iid'at'0600H the crossingivas 
completed. ' 

U) At 0938l5H vicinity YIX>92565;., t~e!:lst ,Transportation [Bat­
talion received an unknown nwnber ofB40 rounds, resulting in one ARB 
KIA IUld 21 WI!. ' 
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AVII-OO '.;' -') ":', ' I ,14 May 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat q,erations After Action Report, Operation :L.AJotiOB 719 (u) 

j ,"' " '1' ,. '" .' : 

, .' ',' . : ! ,.,' ,'. I·, .~ 1 I,' "'~,' ,,, • It" t " ' , 

(J) At ()9ll00H, on~ .'comp~~·or. .:the~:sih Airborne B~lt.talion con­
tacted an 1.mknown sise enell!T force viCinity ID50S402, reSulting in 
five enenv KIA and tva AK47,rtnes, 'c,ap~ed. .' 

'i';,", , r:,,~ •... ·r 'l~rl' "'Tl"'~r .-

(I.) At 091105H vic:1mty ;m55Jj58~\':tbe 1st' Batt(a.lio~, Jd Regiment 
discovered a base ,camp des~o;y:e~ ;by, ~A.rcLight, contain1ngthree l2.7mm 
machine guns, one, .Soviet .;tr~ck, :~,,()()QI55 gellon drums or: fuel and 200X 
60mm IOOrtar·,rounds. ,;' .,. '. : ., " ~ : ",', • . . . 

• " •• .." • " .' 4 ~ ,<,,: '. I f -' \ : • .I '" ._' '1',' .- ' I 

• ,;"'~ ",' 1, t ,},~,~,~~, ' 

(s) At 09ll.30H vicin~ty ID542.302, the 1st . Battaiiop, Jd Regiment 
found 14 eneIlG" W, .five,.AJ47 ritles;",one!340, one 12.7. lIBchine gun, 
1,500 pounds of rice and four ~6I2. ~ter :bunkers contailling canned 
rations destroyed by Ar~ +-+gp.t :.~.~,~~.8~"T.,.1 '. ,.1. . . , , 

'1 ' , .. ' .... " J /" \ " ~.'''1 (;' !~, ~ .' :. 

(§) At09l220H' and 1JOOII" 'the'J'd' Battalion,Jd Re~lDInt found 'J7 
enelq KBA, l2X&l47 rifles and one60mm mortar d.8tr0re4,~tt",lB52 'trikes 
in the 'Vicinity ~,flD486)35,.. : .:C" f ,t ~ '," " . ," . '; " ': ' , 

::'~;' i'~\/'l,',\ .,' .• '-"J ,~":. il~ 'j )';,",,':",l/'fi'" ,:. '. r -! ',)1 ' 

(z) At. 091245H, vicinityID42541S,.,:the 1st Regilrl;ent'reported 
sighting ene~ tanks, called ar.t~er.rand destroyed fi~~ tanks. 

; . '.., l ; " l . 
~) At 09l300H vicinity iD546296~ the 1st Battalion found eight . 

enelV' KBA, four AK,47, rifles" ~~ne~'f~~t!:de.stroyed bf Alio Light,strikes. 
'w , , 

." . 'f' , ... -... ' .' . t, 

,(2) From 091J20H to 0915JOHvlcWty IDJ7J5, the 4th Battalion, 
1st Regiment found a hospital vith surgical vard, one tank, one un­
known size recoilless .. r~ne ,and.,two .truck:JDOu.nted J7mm antiaircraft 
guns destroyed b1 '.Arc Light' strikes~' ,. ' 

tlQ} At 091J50H vicini~ ID6J2264, the2d VNMC Battalion received 
2OX82mm mortar rounds, resulting h','six f.hrines wounded': At 0914JOH, 
contact vas made,vith an-:unknOVIl>,:8t"ze

"
eneo\Q'r,toz:ce resulting in one Viet­

namese Marine killed, four, vounded, 14 NYA KIA, seveD) A.K!+7 rifles, and 
25 hand grenades' captured~ 

tLl) At 09l6JOH vicinity XD671207, 'a long range r~connaissance 
patrol of the 147th VN~ ,Brigade found'~an BVA base camp.destroyed by 
Arc Light etrlkescontaining four Chicom telephones, 2,QOO meters of 
telephone vire, 5,000Xl22mm rounds, 1,500 AK47 rifle rounds, 200 B40 
rounds and four AK47 ~ifles all destro;yed except for 'the lK47 r~f1es. 

(1&) On 9 March there were 77· gunship sorties flown and 12-B52 
strikes totaling 957 tons of ordnance resulting in 49 secondary ex­
plosions of a magnitude of two to ten. There were 96 Tac Air sorties 
flown resulting in J6 vehicles and four gun positions d~stroyed. There 
were seven interdiotion"po·ints struck;- 105 secondary explosions and ten 
seconda.ry fires.", ' 
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U) At 1~0746H; the"1~t)nl~;,~t~~~q~,;;-:"1c,~ityxD109309 re-
ceived a wcJ~d. attack from an Wlknown size eDemt force, resulting, in 
six Marines kllled, 19 wounded, 'Z7 NVA, KIA, 1191AK47s, tvo BARil, two 
M79s, two light machine guns, 35, ·field, ,~e:¥" '811.d 25,000 ,rounds ,small 
arms 8lIIIUIlit1on captureq. ' .t,.09.l;00H;:i.~~ti~709309, the unit ' 
later found two ~el8vith 30, WiA KBA~ 't '~. " , , " , ' ,;, 

• ", t',,!t;' 1',1". ") -, < " '. • • 

~) At 1.OO9l~H(.vicinity,,~2~26<j,·q~n~,.1~t ·:vmc Batt~ion; found, 
30 NV A bodies. Thefo,ll~ld,ng I equi'.RQlSntwas found: ,an:! ' destroyed;:. ,two ' 
B40 luanchere, 1~Ia2mIlL'l!X?r~,:llUplC", ~,.~;~,)~60,IIlJ1 rOUDds, 100~ blocks 
of dynamite, 250 grenades ~d"~,e'Ven ~7:~if'le.8. ! 

, , 

(J) At 101030H, FSB Sophia received 120 rounds of mixed B2mm IIk)rtar 
and l20mm IOOrtars resulting' in ,six lO5,~ ;hovitsers,damaged and; 13 ARVN 
WIA. 

<J.) Between 10nOOH ~d l&:>oR 'vicinity XD709JOO, the::lSt'vVNIC 
Battalion engaged a ~ti:-:-collJP8llY':size.ene~,t:9rce,resulting i1172 
ene~ KIA, one 57.o:m , recoilless rifle, '1:Mo.B~s."twosemiautomatic .. 
rifles, four B40, two M79s· and ,l9IAK4'l, rines' captured. Six ~ines ' 
were KIA and 18 VIA. [ 

'I , 

(5) At 1012l5H .1oirlity JCD37.734~, ~XD)f>~J.32·,: ·,XD.356332, XD354335 
and XD359350, the 4th Battalion, ,.J.stR~g1ment.,oonduoted ·BDA of. Arc " ' 
Light strikes ant! d1seovered 79 NVi KBA, 12.'RussJ,an, trucks, eight " 
tracked vehicles, tln-_ee ',towd l22mm guns, two 37mm antiaircrafrt 
gWls, four l2.7mm machine guns, two l22mm rocket launchers, 400XAK47 
rines, 30I82mm mortars, 18XB40, 'lpon22mm rockets, e1gbt tons. of 
mixed ammunition, six 1j9lJ;sof, riaer ari,q:~.6Q(GP,i()OD1 rad1o~. The maj or­
i ty of the equipment vas destroyed by air.~· .They also captured five 
NYA. 

(2) At 101230H vicinity XD6T7456, theIst, Ranger Group C;P , 
received an attaok by fire consisting of 30I82mm and 105mm rounds 
resulrting in. one .AllYN KU and five WIA. 

(2) At 101325H vi~1nity ID378340, the 4th Battalion, 1st In­
ran~ Regiment foWld a 120 bed hospital and six huts destroyed b,y 
Arc Light strikes, 00 enemy. wre KBA and, twoCI«'ecaptured. 

I . 

~) At 101500H vicinity ID375339~ the 4th Battalion, 1st Reg­
iment while cODiI:ucting 8. BDA of. an Arc Light, strike, found 62NV A 
KBA, 24 AK47 rifles, four l22mm rocket launchers and 100I122~ rockets 
destroyed. Later the unit discovered 26 NVA KHA, one 122mm ~witzer 
and captured five POW vicinity ID377346. i 
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AVII-GC ... ' c. , ', •••• " .. ', '" • \ 14 K1y 19'71 
SUBJECT, , Combat. Operations' Ait:e~ lotion ReJ>ort, Operation LAt-SON 719 (u) 

},.).~. f'_,~:'t .. -;.."j'" ' .... ;~ j • .' I 

(2) At 10H~30B, ,the, 2<3; A1r~rn~ . Battalion, while, ~earch1ng , 
v1cinit, XD586410, discovered 150 NVA W. ! . 

, ' . 

UQ) At 1018:358 vicin1ty.1J17564f!7, 1/C/1-11 discovered the 
graves ·of seven ~A-k~eq by ar,~.11J.~o/.:,:.~ '. ,',,;' . 

,', • ," ~ • ! \ '", .. ' I' . ,',." -' . , ;'1; ()",: ,I, , ,';, : _ . - . , ",; , 

(JJ,) At 102330B, the 9th'Airborne Battalion employed a mechanical 
ambush vicin; tyXl?5~p+, .• k111~g ~~~vl,lI~A .',and. q~pturm,g, one lW,. three 
1nd1vid~ ,weapons ,lm:L.~~ <?r~: .. ~~~4i~~llpons •.. 

~. " ..' :.., 1 f, l -'r ~, •• '. ~t '" :.'). i" " _ I, ' , '" • 

(12) During the riight'of 10-11 March, the 4th Battalion, 1st 
Infantry Regiment in1>er.d1ct~d RQ:U~ 914".t.ro.'11 positions on the high' 
ground north of the road .. r,~c~ty ,~i74,339 .. '. ,: ,.' . 

, ., ,,;., ~, • I 

tlJ) On 10 March tbere'were '97 helicopter gunship sorties flown 
and 'II B52 strikes' totaling aa~ ~n~·:of : ordnance result~ in 49 
secondary explosions, of a .. magn1t~e ,qf.,.two to ten.. Ther~ vere 285 
Tac Air sorties nown resulting in 2S vehicles, five cache sites and 
two gun positions destroyed. There, were"to~ interdiction points 

. IItruck, 58 secondary explosions and,US secondary fires. 

11 MARCH 
'i.r:',N '":-t'!I,1·jt>~,: ~,:.J"', ' 

, UJ· The 2d; Battalion,: 2d a~gimezit, moved by air f'rom ~SB Liz to 
LZ Brown commencing at .11l402B and compieting at 1ll530H.~ 

(z) Between "110000B 'and, B.102;B 1viOinityID35J392, :the 4th .' 
Battalion, 2d Regiment made, ,e.ontac:~'v1th'an unknown size enem,y force 
resulting in two <·ARVB :WIA, 12, eneDV K~< and nine IJt4 7 rifles captured. 

(J) At 110830H vic1nit~~,ID5?~";1the'9th:A1rborne Battalion found 
11 enell\Y KBA, one B40,' three 'AK47'rin'es, anchone flamethrower destroyed 
by Tac Air. One prisoner was captured. 

~) At 110935H vicinity XD490340, the 4th Battalion; 3d Regiment; 
received 4OI82mm mortar rounds resulting in nine ARVN WIA. 

',1' • • I 

U) At 111100B vicinity ID356400; the 2d Regiment Reconnaissance 
CompaDY' contacted an unknown size ena. force resulting 1i two ARVN . 
VIA, one 1fJ9 destroyed, eight ,enelllV' ,K.~, six AX47 and two :B40 captured • 

• ' ' 1",' 

~) At 111115H vicin1ty XD368395,' 'the JdBatta1ion, i1st Regiment 
fomld U graves, tw 12.7mm machine guns,', two 82mm mortar itubes and 
nine iAi7 rifles. . 

tV At l1l200B vicinity XD4;0357, the 2d Battalion, ll~t Regiment 
found 37 enelllV' KBA, two 12.7mm mach.1ne:gans, one 82mm roortar, 20 AK47s, 
four B41s, one ton of rice, and 50 pounds of rations. In the same area 
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AVII-GC 14 ~ 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations Atter Action Report, Operation LAMSON 719 (u) 

, , ._ .' I, . 

(2) At 1ll530H vioi~ty' ID505407, elements .ttheath Airborne Bat­
talion and 11th Arpaoredl Oaval.ry' Squadron, made oontact with an: 'imknown 
size eneDV force result~)in thr,ee ARVB.W;r,A,,20;eneJq KIA, fo-br AK47s, 
one B40, one light . machine. gun, 4OIB40 rounds, and' 50 blocks of dynamite 

captured. , . ,:'~;: :,:" ',::\~: '. ,:' ~,;~J' ,<:,;'.~ I" > " " 
U,Q) At 111600H vicinity ID634264 , , the 2d i VNK! Battalion; while 

searching found :three ene.m;y· KIA, tlfO Al:4,7 and·one B40 captured. In 
the same area the 2d Battalion destroyed 45I82mm mortar rounds and 
24Jll340 rounds. ' I 

UJ.) At 11175QH v~cini~y.Xl?457fft4~,.thfJ .2d,Battal1on, 1st Regiment 
found 29 enelI\1KBA,.one S?mm ~rtar'1.6pe;1~.?mmmachine ,gun" three ,B40s, 
three B41., 2Oata2mm mortar ~ rounds: anli J(>' c~se8 of 12. 7mm machine gun 
ammuni tion destro;yed by. ,Arc Light,., 8t:r1Jc~'. , ' 

(1&) At llla30H vicinity,~?~5~98,:,;~pe.-4th.Batta11on, 2dlRegiment 
contacted an unknown size elleP.tY': force, result,ing: in ,one ARVN Wf'., seven 
eneDV KIA. and six AK4 78 cap~ured.. " . , " : 

<.JJ.} On 11 Ku-ch there were 689 gunship sorties flown and 11 
B52 etrikes totaling.894'tons of ordnance resulting in 23 esooridary 
explosions of a magnitude of. :\;w to three •. There were 329 Tac 'Air 
sorties nown resulting··~;n;c~~.;;.!a,,:'~~r .~:r;"~"",,;; 39 bunkers, 11 structures, 
32 vehicles and one gun position d~sttoyed~~'11There were tvo bankers, 
eight structures and 14 vehicles damaged, 23 interdiction points struck, 
165 secondary explosions and 57 secondary fires. 

12 MARCH 

(1) There vere 621: aircr~ ·l~ings in .. L&os on 12 ijuoch~ Nine 
aircratt vere hit by hoatile fire, of which .. three were delcared. non 
flyable (two UHlH and one ABlG) •. There were no aircraft destrJyed on 
12 March and no aircraft related personnel casualties. 

(2) At 120500H vicinity.,ID45335a" ,the"2d,,Battalion, 1st Regiment 
received a ground attack b;y an USEF, resulting in one ARVN KIA, three 
VIA, 12 eDeIIG" KIA, three AK47s, oDe B40 and 200 blocks of dynamite de­
stro;yed. 
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AVI I-GC , 'r'; ," 14 ~ 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat OperatioIllli,er",Action Report, Operation LAlo:5Q{ 719 (U) 

• ". "'t~" ~ ':i~'- ,f' . ~:. :'''.;,~:-- J I ",' :, • ': :-" I 

(2) , At'l,2094QH vio1ni:tY XD622268, ,the 4th vmc Bat~alion con­
tacted an unknown size enefIVtoree ,r~sul t1ng in eight e~m;y KIA, two 
AK47s, one 82mm roortarF and~ 150X8~:Joor.t~ rounds captured. ' " 

i . ~ .I:y.:. ; ..... 

~) At l21000H vicinity XD6l~.30i" the 1st Battalion, 25Bth 
VNK: ~j.gade contaoted an unknoWJ1..size enelIlY' force resul ~ing in 'five 
Marines WIA, six enemy KIA, two 'l47s, two B40s and 24XAK47 magazines 
captured. " ." ,: " ,',', ' 

• '. I" ! •• : ; ~ \ ~ ",\ j 'I ',.' I ! 
(j) At 12l015H vicinity ID54044.3, the 9th Airborne iBattalion found 

a tunnel containing 24,2X82mmlOOl'tEp.;,rouna.s ,and 5,600 A.K47 rounds. . ,,'" 

1 •• -',:+, '1 "1If~~" •. "'," :~ ~ ,. ~ " . ~ 

~) At 1210.30H vicinity xD4j6355~ the 1st Battalion, 1st Regiment 
contacted an unknown size, ,enenu force resuJ. ting in one nVH XIA and four 
VIA. Enerq lo~s~,s ,vere , s~, ,H;IA and\ ,c;>,qe , AX4 7 captured. " 

.,. ':. - • ,".' i '. .' f , .. ', 1'.,. " 

(1) At 12l045H vicinity ID554426, the 7th Airborne :Battalion 
contacted an enerq force resulting in ane AllUVIA, one eriem;y KIA, 
!=1~:sC~~~~:':'50 set~?( f~,t~~s,J;~ gas masks and Is~me medical 

I . I ' . .,;,J.... ! 
(§) At l21120H vicinityl ID505j~,: elements of the 8th Airborne 

Battalion and the 11th Armored Cavalry:·~on received ;6OX82mm mortar 
and 10I57mm rounds resulting in one ARVN KIA and 21 WIA. I Two Ml6s vere 
were destroyed. ' 

'. .' 
(2) At l21220Hvicinity, XD.36532t>, .the 4th Battalion, 1st Regiment 

found one truck .destroyed, by;ql.1.:r.. 'j , .. .',,:;'\~, " . . 
, . ",' ~ - • , . - "I' . , . 

(lQ) At 121500H vicinity XD536.340, the 1st Battalion, 2d Regiment 
discovered on .37mm an~iaircraft-·~.'l':~:·;.;-;,i', .. ; 

, • ." "'!, : ~ "~I-•• ~,~' ,':i 't • .' 1 

W) At 121~.30H, elements of' the' il th ArlllOred Cavalry 8:1uadron 
and the 8th Airborne Battalion received.30182mm mortar'rounds and 
seven 75mm recoilless rifle rourul's vicinity XD505.369 resulting in 
eight ARVN WIA. , 

(J&) l.he.3d Battalion, 2d Regiment cO!'lUOOnced a combo.t assault 
into LZ lobo'n (XD495.3.36) at 121635H ,from LZ Liz. Tho lift! was co~leted 
at 121645H. The lift of the 4th Battalion to LZ Brown (XD505.357) was 
completed at l21745H., Eight 105mm howt:i:zers vero abandonad on FSB 
Sophia and destroyed by 8,00:1 pounds> or bombs dropped on the LZ by 
Tao Air. ' I 

(lJ) At l21700H vic1ni~ XD556425, the 7th Airborne Battalion 
made contact with an unknown,size e.~r;o1force resulting iii" W8s"ane. 
KIA, one light machine gun,' 1,000ro~s ,of 7.62mm ammunition, 40X840 
rounds, .300182mm rounds and four tons of unpolished rice destroyed. 
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AVII-GC .. ' 1, 14 1i:ly 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operation ,After. .ActionpReport, ,.Operation LAlf),()N '719 (u) 

" ,;' ~ ,;. >1 \ ~ >.:, "." ,', :,;~,~ ", ! . .,-;' , i," . , ", I,· ' 
<.u.' At :L22315B, \,~'.7~h,Akbom,e.~t~~io~,:,contacted aD,en8lqy' , 

force vicinity ID5054{)6; Jdl11ng1,8 andcapt~ing six AK47s, one light 
machine gun, one Cl11com','.~adi,o. :T~ae jAR,N,:.were KIA. and two ~. 

, 'I ' 

• . i \. 
, ." ,!, ',' .~ \ . ,. ~"I ~ • l , r ;. t. , .' . , , .' . 

U,2). On 12 ~ch' th8N:~'W6re 895 he1i~opter gunship sort~s nown 
and 12 I§~' strikes totaling '973 tons 6f' ..... ~·-r.ariilt~glt.n1!46s .. o0ftdary 
explosions of a ma:gn1~ude oftwAo .f,~ve.·.I,'+here ·vere 256 Tac :Air sorties 
flown resulting in one'. ,water' ora..ft, '39);~e~B, 11'structures,i one base, 
camp and 17 foxholes destroyed. Thijre were three interdiction points 
struck, 46 seconda.ry explosions8.nd '3J second!l.l"Y' fires. i 

1., MARCH , . .,' 
;''',' ., ....... ').1 

, 

(1) There were f 377 .. a1rcrs.f~ ,l~~ngs, ,in, Laos on 13 M!:rc~. There 
were nine aircraft· hiti;by,hostlle :f'1re: ~:·one~:a1rcraft (OB5~). vas 
destroyed. Three :UHlRswere hit on 13 ~ch em. declared 1il0ni'lyable. 
All other aircraft were considered to be flYable. Two US Ctewmen were 
VIA on 13 Klrch. One crewman carr~d ,'8B MIA· vas, picked up as KIA.. 
The 1st Ranger Group'received nine resupply, sorties, the Airbdrne ' 
Division 42, the 1st Infantry Divlsion'.28,.and :the Vietnamese jK1rine 
Division 29. Four sorties of 155mm howitzers ~ere lifted to FSB Hotel. 
Weather again hampered'Tac'Airoperatiqns~on13 March. A to~l of 
li5 Tao Air sorties were nown .to 1ino1ude;.17,sorties flown to [destroy 
FSB Soph1a. ':" 

(2) Bwtween 130005H and 130400Ii,:lSB.I'~llp.;Loc received three. 
attacks by fire totaling ·g~~~!OOr,tar,:ro~s.:' ',~wo AllYN were ~ WI!. 

, " 

(J)' At 130040Hrlcinity XD433362, the 1st Battalion, 1st Reg1ment 
contacted an unknown size enemr force resulting in three friendly WIl, 
li enel1l1 KIA, five A.K4?s.;;~}9~!P ,:~,~dp;1~~ptur9d. 

. ; • .. ~ • '. " (, .". i ',' " j 

""" KJ.ements of :the 2-327 Infantry' detonated a boob,y tr~p vic­
im:tq XD997577 at 13093€M,rosulting in three US KIA, one Kit :Careon 
Scout KIA and five US WIA. ' 

(,2) Betveen 131000H and 1800H,FSB .Delta received five separate 
IOOrtar and rockett.attacks totaling 2OU22mm rockets and 501821J)m mortar 
rounds which reeuited in four !kr!nes KIA. and four WIA. 

~) At 1310JOH vic1nityID436355, the let Battal1on,let Reg­
iment contacted an unknown size enemy force· r~sul ting in ODe.\\RVN 
KIA and four WIl. Bnemy losses were six KIA. and three A1.47s oaptured. 

(7) At 131320H vicinity, .XD5084Q8" elements of the lith A;-mored 
Cav~ Squadron received 2SI74DWl.recoillese rifle rounds resUlting 
in tlolO ARVN WIA and one ,AR) destroyed. 

62 , 

\ I 

~ ',' 

: r', i 

: 'I" '': 

" ".:,' '-I ', .. ~. '''r~.,f:~:','"t :,~ \~I,kl.,.j 

';",' ~.. " ,~. ,.,,:,,, I., '. ,,; 

r~,(. . " 

i . 



) \ .,,', , f': I ~ 

) .". 
'f ,"" '.'\";.1,',. 

AVn-GC '.,.,., '''''~' \ '.' ",.' -,' 14 M!ly 1en1 
SVDJICT. Combat ,Operations:lfter'Ac'tion 'Report, Operation LAMS:>N 719 (u) 

, ' '.' I' ,-: " : ~ .' , - ; ,:' I :' ~ : .' , i ' 
4 (§) At 131340JI.v~~Wt~.,.~4t·.the· 3d VlOO Bat~ .. ion. dis"!'" 
dovered six eneDV killed by' i . '.' • ·4,000 rounds of i7 ;i>2m.a.m­
IIl1lIlition vas c~P~~ad~O~}'i.~ ?C.f.':1;6~ ',of riceand).4.;rice, .torage ,-
areas .destroyed •.. , ..., 

(;1) At 131530Hvic.ini t.1 D,)S4038), .. e1ements of the illtht Airborne 
Battalion raceiv~d. ~~.~,~)~~.',~~~ rounds of .indirect fire, 
resul t1ng in two ;,JJlVlt KIA·apd ""r? l(~.<.', . 

, ,. ,.;f. ., , . .' ' 

(J.Q)At i31615Hvic1n1V ,XD7042~, the 1st VNK; ~tta1ion,dis­
covered 14 enemy killed 111~~e:nr. ~d captured four AK47s, one B40, 
5OIB40 rounds and 3,000 rounds, ~f.: ,7~~ .• ..aa1 t1on~ • 

. . I 

(ll) At 131700H vicinity JD755375, elements of the 4th Com­
posite Tank Battallon',reoeived 'an,:at~o~,\by' fire followed. by a 
ground attaok resulting in three,,~~ KIA,;four WIA,three MIA, 
one tank destroyed, and one ';tank damaged. " '. . 

W) At 131700H vioinity ID558423, e1e~nts of the 7th Airborne 
Battalion found seven neV gra~~s.,,,. 

f ~~ I·· .. ,i ~' "l(~·I,~,."(.,:·~. . ;",'. 

UJ) . At 131830H, ; 1SB, ~avo .. reaa,ived. an ~ attack py ~ire resulting 
in two ARVN KIA and six WIA. '" . ! 

Ut,.) On. 13 K:trch tberd w~e., ~8 hel1cDpter gunship sort1es nown 
and 13 B52 strikes :to'ti~ing",.1053 J ~~: .Qf . ordnance resul:tiing in 30 seoond­
ary explosions of~ .• magnitude of,·1;w, to. ,tour •. There were 199 Tac Air 
sorties flown resulting in' tWo' water craft, 37 bunkers t ifour foxholes, 
and one gun position destra.yed. There were eight secondary explosions 
and 48 secondary fires. 

14 MARCH 
I' 

~ ", . .' 

(J,) Betweeb.·140700H and 1500H vioinity XD389364; ~1.lIlEDt8 of 
the 3d Battalion, 1st Regiment, r~cei:ved 82mm mortar fire and a ground 
attack resulting in two ARVN Kll and five WIA. Nine enem;y vere KIA, 
one B40 and six AK47s captured~ 

(2) TF 1-1 Cavalr7 aM elements of the 59th Engineer Company (LC) 
working in tbe vicinity ofID71:S368,,: ,received an attackby' fire from. 
122mm artillery and 82mm mortars, resulting in five US KIA and three 
US VIA. 

(2) At l40830H vicinity XD646390, elements of the 6th Airborne 
Battalion contacted 'an nnknown's~ze, enellf' force resulting in 12 enemy 
KIA, five 1Jl47s and one 11ght machine gun captured. i 

, 
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AVII-GC , " ,', ,i,I"I'" ,,,'14 '~1971 
SUBJICT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation LAM:lON 719 (U) 

• .',', ". ' ~ f, • ,~~, _ ,\.~;' , 'r fl.. ;. ,( : ~" . 

'(J.,) At 140917H vieinity ID94360.3"~le.nts'of 1-~1 Infantry 
engaged an unknown,size(,enelll1;,torce.:,(,A!!~ch pt:the area revealed 
three eneD\Y KIA alld,thr,~8 'AK47,.J,"~les.nements set up a mechanical 
ambush vicinity ot the bodies and. later obeerved, three elle. attempting 
to disarm the mechanical ambush. "The, e~DV:were engaged vith :8IIal1 
arms tire resulting in'three more' ,enell7iy<K:,IA and three AX47s captured. 
An additional mechanical ambush. was d~tpnated e.nd. tvo IOOre enemy were 
KIA. , ,,' "" ,,' ' , 

(,2) Between lU050H :and:1?30H,FSB, ~ ~ ret?eived 200n22mm rockets 
and 100I152Dn rounds resu1:ting in three ARVI KIA and two VIA. ! One D4 
bulldozer, one M)() and eight Kl.6s, were destroyed and tw 105_ howitzers 
were heavily damaged. Counterbattery, was' not fired because of': 'Wlknown 
enemy locations. ' 'P., " ' ) ".,", ; 

. ~ t \ ". ' . } .. ' .' '> • r . .',:' I .: .,. . 

(2) At ,141130H·v~~in1tylD462.3.3:.3, the .3~Batta1ion, 2d ~~~;-'nt , 
received 22 rounds of 82m .lJW:)rtar resulting in three ARVN VIA.:' ,,: 

(7) From 1412l0H :to 1700H vicini,ty, XD7~2373, B/1-39 Arti!l1ery and 
A/8-4 Artillery and elements ot B/1-11 Intantry received an a.ttack ' 
by fire with 60 rounds of unknown tYP" resulting in three US KIA, tour 
US WI! and one 175mm gun damaged.'" 

• ~ " .~;. i· ;,:1 L ' , t 

~) On 14 March there were 211 helicopter gunship sorties flown 
and ten B52 strikestotal,ing 831 tons of; ordnance:r,dlting in' 30 
secondary explosions of, a magnitud~ of ~wo;!~o"ten. ,There werei 211. Tao 
Air sorties flown resulting intbr •• ·W8.tter'craf't, one bunker, one structure, 
ten vehicles, six cache sites, two 'gun positions 'and one tank destroyed. 
Th8re vere 46 secondary explosions and six ,secondary fires. 

15 MARCH 
• , ~' • , '. ,;II' •• 

• . • , I. ~ . i', ,,' ,'.? ~", .' 

U) At 150750H vioinitiXD652396, 't1ie;\llth Airborne Battalion 
made contact with an unknown size ene~ .force resulting in one: ARVB 
KIA, four WlA, 18 NVA KU, one BAR, OM B40 and one 75mm reooilless 
rifle destroyed. 

~) At 150900H vicinity XD61227.3, ~e 4th VNMC Batta1ionifound 
four enenv KBA. . . .-

I ~'J i 

(J) At 150920H vicinity XD610274~ the' 4th VNMC Battalionl tound 
14 enenv KRl, eight SKS, eight AK478, and' ,120 packs. !' 

{J.,} At 151030H vicinity XD609270, the 4th VNfoC Battalion found 
and destroyed one ba.lt ton of .s~t, 15' huts, seven packs, 40 mlif'orms 
and an unknown amount of s.ll8ll arms anrnun1tion. ' ' 

(5) At 151120H vicinity XD473298, the 2d Battalion, 2d Regi.lD8nt 
contacted an unknown size ene~ force and received 120X82mm·mortar 

~ . ' :. . .' 
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AVn-oc, V :';,";'i ~'. i ·14 M9.y 1971 
SUBJICT s Combat Operations A.fter,lc~lon 'Report, Operation LAH30N 719 (U) 

, ':, '\~,>t"i" ',·':'·l "";\: \,.~()/.7:t"!:;~'J, '~':1" :';.'~. " .. ~. " \ 
rounds result1,ng'~rot1;8',.m.,\?i 1I6., l~,:;eDenv~IIA-and ,·five U47s captored. 

. \ " ,.,' -: 1 < , ·f . ':'. " • • ' ;' ~I ,". ~i " 'r',' • It"", ~ , ; , .', '\ . , . 

~). At . l511J5H . v1c1D1ty" ID47Ui4, the 4th Battalion,' 2d ·Regiment 
found 2,000. bangalor:e wrpedoes "d~s:tl:"9l,d 1 by Arc Light .. at!i-iku. . 

, .. " ~. ',: 11~'~;':" t,'~r' (!:)"!'(t',~' ·f\t':.h~ <~S",~;.; .. , .' .. 'I ' ' 
(1) hom l5l705,.,w',,19l5~, "Khei~!b8Jt. ,reoeived l$Il22.mm artil­

lery rounds r.suJ.ttQg,:in five AR~)I:U:_ .w . two us WIA •. bOlm,terbatter;y 
vas fired at selected aDeJll1 :;L008:t~~~s :With .unknown reeult1s. A total of 
five UHlH, three .ABl~;andf:0ur i'ton 'trucks Were daDltged.! , 

(§) At 15l705H vi~inity X'Q94~3, .,e1eme~'t;s of. the Jf-50l Infantry 
detonated a mine "sult~,1n. t~. V$"KIA" four US WIA.;al:Id.'.one ,Kit 
C S utm····· . . ....... " '. " . arson co .~ .• ";,,: .~ ~ :, .. ::: I 1. ' ' 

(2). At l5l751H vicinity, ~4693J6,;, the, 3d Battalion,i,;lst RegilDlnt 
found 18 huts,:Ja ,lar~ ,quantity o£:;~al~ anP· 9tona. of :unpo1~shed rj,ce 
destroyed ty.Tac;'A1r .. ·,-:.·' .'" ':~' ~'\ .', , :." 

• " '! \~ ,,' ., :'\ ,. "/? ;.1'. : ',,';, 

(J.Q) At l5l635H .. vicin:1tyID648.395,.the 11th· A1rbortie., Battallon 
made contact with an unknown ;sbe,enem;y·,foroe r,e8Ulting fn ten. enemy 
KIA, one l2.7mm machine gun .and one. light maohine gun captured. 

I 

CLl) At l5l750Hv1cin1ty ID470Jl6, the 4th Battalion, 2d Regiment 
foun"fa 200 'bunker'eomplexwhich"haa"been:'destro;yed by Tac Air. The 
unit found two, lightmacbine guns, tive'12 .. 7IB maohine gUn barrels, 
nine ft1tc~s" ten wns of copper and tin wire, and 20 enell\Y' in a 
mass grave. During the search the unit received 60182nm ioortar rounds 
resulting in three lRVN WIA. 

W) At l52200H, FSB to to. was abandoned. Foar 105m lx>v1tS8rS 

=eO~:8!;~;:dbo:-;~:~ev'~~AR~~~~~!U8e •. Three l5.5mm oovitzere 

UJ) On 15 Mal-ch', the".· were' 542 helicopter gunship 'sorti.s now 
and 12 B52 strikes totaling: 989 tons of ordnance resulting in 12 second­
ary explosions 01"80 magnitude of two to four. There vere 240 Tac Air 
sorties flown resulting in 48 ~l.B, one gun position,1 two tanks 
destroyed and 25 meters of road cut.' There wera five tanks damaged, 
41 secondary explosions and 17 s.condir,r tires • ... 

16 MARCH 

U) At l60000H vicinity ID579436,'the 2d .Airborne Battalion 'con­
tacted an unlmow size enenu force resulting in 11 eDem;r 'KIA, two AK47s, 
and two B40. captured. 

, ! . ,~~ I' ~ .• ~, ~; : J •• f •. ' 
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AVll-GC ' , " " 114 K!y 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Opera~ioneAfter,,:Ac~n"Re.port, ,()peration LA.tf30N 719 (u) 

I 

(&) At 16000qH vicinity ID648)95, ~~.;llt~ ~irborne Battalion 
contacted an unknown size ,elle1l\V' 'force resulting ill 17 eRell\1 KIA, two 
AK47s, one light machine gun, aDd one B40 captured. '1')lere vete no 
friend.ly casual ties., • , "',' ; , , 

(J) At 160830H vic1m.tY' m4~4~%~:l'th:,.l2d Battalion, 2d Regiment 
found 150155 gallon dru.ms of POL, 100 ,barracks, and three tons of rice 
destroyed by Arc Light strik,s. "~', ,\ ;"','" . I ".' 

(J.) At 160~OH TiC1nit,.XDi~)J39, :the 3d Battalion, 2d ~.gi.-l1t ' 
found six ene.II\Y 113A. ' ,I 

, " 

(j) At 16100OHvi~1n1tY;XD4~,~,';.t~,2d Battalion, 2d Regiment 
found 18 ene1l\V' KBA, one' 82D1n lIDrtar,' tour: AK47s and 130 barracks vi th 
under ground bunkers destroyed by' Arc:1Light strikes • 

• 1 'T' .• I < ~ .... • 

(§) At 161200H vicinity XD4123a9,:' the 2d ,Infantry Regiment re­
ported that gunships had destroyed five, enemy truoks. 

(7) At 161ZQOHvicin1ty, ID652387';, elements of the 11th Airborne. 
Battalion found 1; enell\V KBA... '. " " " , ' i 

I 

(§) At Ipl245H vicinityXD620250, the 4th vme Battalion found 16 
enellV KBA, two AK47s, tw 12.7~iIDl!lclU;rle ~8,: one B40, one 82mm J!k)rtar, 
one radio and 2,OOOI82mm mortar ro~.", ;, " I ' 

i 

(2) At 161315H vicinity XD507408, elements of the 8th Airborne 
Battalion received an attaok,by tir,and a ground attack resulting in 
five WI!. Enemr losses vere unknown. . 

(lQ) At 161635H vicinity ID620250, the 4th VNMC Battalion found 
36 enBlIV KBA, five AK47s",tvo B4Qs and,-two,e;t.2.7mm machine guns destrored. 

,;: ,,: ',: ':'.,;'1' ""1":::' ':':'''"'' : " " I 

~) Between 161903H and 1932H,Khe Sanh received 68 rounds, re­
ported to be 82mm. Ho,,",ver, the ~jority 'of' -tP4!) 'rounds ~acted out­
side the perimeter. Four US vere WIA, tvo UHlH received shrapnel damage, 
one 3/4 ton truck vas destroyed and four other vehicles were damaged. 

W) At 162015H vicinity 10648301, the 147tb Brigade CP re­
ceived 400 rounds of mixed rocket and artillery fire resulting in 
eight Marine s Wll. 

(lJ) At 162030H vicinity XD63Q265, ,eiements 9f the 7th VNMC Bat­
~alion received approximately 4QqX82mm IOO,rtar rounds resulting in five 
~dJiBS WIA. " ," . 
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AV II-GC '. " " 14 lohy 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Actio:'l'Report, Operati?n LOOON 719 (u) 

, .' ", . . ,1·, 
(u.,> ':" .Q;y~p.:weathEjl~ c~ndit~pn~',~mi tted maxlmum. (tir. sUpport 

to RVNAF forc;es on l6,Mirch" Over '.200 Tac Air sorties al,rl.l,300 heli­
copter sorties )\Jelie:~~ovn~ .. Ther.~"we~329. aircraft landings in Laos 
on 16 Ku-ch. 'our US personnel debarked their aircraft and all . were 
extracted. Bight:a1r<;:l"aft were hit W hostUe fire, of "Which one was 
destroyed, and six other'W'ere decla:red nonflyable. US ca.sualties tor 
air operations on ,16)Ma.roh w~re th;r,e ru. ' 

(12) 1st Infantry :~~g~nt.J:"flPoJ;ted the following ~sul ts occurring 
14-16 lohrch: , I I .. . 

, . . 

Headqu.a.rters -' 3 KJl. ;.. .",,;,i;,,~;>,.t .• , "I 

: .. '~;; - " I:! ! ,'\':~ .. ·'i~ 'ot't:' ',',,1. 

~t Batta1ion~ -- 15 KIA", ~'" ;";' 50 l rut 
: \ ~ , < 

t ' " I., .' 1. " " ' I 
2d Batta11~n ~9· III ' , ;~ 

, . ~ ". ,t "t' ",' " 
3d Battalion - 5 KIl :3 WIA 

,. 'r ' .. t 

4th Battalion,-,2Q,KU, 
, ' ; ;"';;. \ )' r. ~,," "," ~. '. (( r'l ~".; I • ': ,~ :' ~ . ' 

'Reconnaissance,CoIUpaw -'.,3 K~:',,;,9:."IA .-
p,' -', •. ~,:;' "h;-"" 

ArtU1ery-l:3:IlA., 'I",. ;",(,:J2( WIA. " 
.. 

Bnell\Y losses wer~ repo17~edas 1,100 W, two 75mm recoilless rifles, 
six 82mm IOOrtal'l, l2Xl2.7mm machine guns, 31lB40/41 rooket launohers, 
eight radios, arid 270 lK47s capt~ed. 

U,g) Tbe"m:;>ve by air for the 3d Regiment CP and an Engineer 
Company from FSB 31, and.t~e .. 4t~~/3.~,1o.~~,. 3d ,Regiment trom a PZ 
at XD5331 toKhe Sanh was· 'completed ".a:t"16122QB. At l6l330B the 3d 
Regiroont and the ·4th Battalion, 3d Reg1ment departed Khe:Sanh by 
convoy to LZ Sal.ly. At l6l745H the 2d Battalion, 3d Regiment IOOved 
by vehicle !'rom LZ Sal.1y to Ha.e, closing at l6l030H. The 39th Ranger 
Battalion departed Da Nang on 16 lohrch and closed at D~ Ha at l6l700H. 

CLz) On 16 March there were 637 helioopter gunship sorties flown 
and 13 B52 strikes totaling l06Stons of ordnance resUlting in 30 second­
ary explosions of a mgnitude of tw to' five. There were 271 Tac Air 
sorties flown resulting in five bunkers, five struotures~ 43 vehicles 
and three gun positions destroyed. There were 20 meters of road cut, 
61 secondary explosions and, 42 s60~,~ary fires. 

d. Repasi tioning of Foroes. 

(l)~BeIV h7 M!t.r - 6 A~ 
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SOBJICT, CoJlbat Operations, Uter 'ActiQQ,~~" J:)peration L.l'It1c. 719 (U) 

.' ' ! " .:,,' 1 ~ ;"', \ ..., • I 
, ... ," ,.' ".. I,· 

(a) 9p!ratiOI!! lia.rl-.ti'V.!.. " n:, ;;,.;1 
.' '," " ", .'" ' " ',j,) I' ',,, . , . :, ': ' 'i 

(1) During tbie period the ~s~~~~oUonof- all ARVH ~te 
trOll Laos val COJIpleted" and empbasilshitted toestabliebmentl ot an 
active defense .in RVll ... "The extractiOD b.1;.~ ot :the 1st ·lDtantz.,. Reg­
im&nt vas effected ,und~ heavy ene.pr:eI8~~ d~,l~ ~h. Tbe 
Airborne Division, in~ud1ng,~ ~r.4!Kl; ,~",\ ~t1ated a .phaaed delay, 
evacuated liou!, and moved all ~ta ,'by ,road except the 2d and i 7th Air­
borne Battalions to the vicinity of lSB Alpha on 19 KIrch. The 1IIOYe­

ment was subject to only. sporadic ene~contac~and there vas ~nlJ 
one significant, enelV ambush. ,The, 2d . and 7th. Airborne Battalions had 
continued heavy enelll1 o,ontact, \Ulti~ ~~; ~~, ~D they 'tron contact , 
ani lDOTed to a safe n,.~.~"c~d.o,:tl;"~:~r~h •. ,,The Airborne Div­
ision (-) and the J.nr::>red Tr continued.,their overland D:>V8ment :OD 2l-23 
March during ~ch time the enemy:' ~~t~oD etfortS caused heavy 
losses of arJlX)red and wheeled .veh1cl"'::~A On '22-23 Msrch ene. tarikl 
attempted to tollow and, attack ,the .l1rbOrne/J.rDk)red colwm butvere 
stopped b7 US air and art1llery. ,~he;.Har1ne Division continued op-' 
erations in the southeast,. portion of ,the, 10 ~,Laos until 24 March. 
Throughout the wek eneJlt.r pre~sure 'coni1Jiued, .to bulld around FSB Delta. 
The 147tb VlDC Brigade reinforcedFSBDelta' with ,the 2d and 4th Bat­
talions in order to support tile extract1~11 of art1llery. Durag tbe 
night of 22-23 M9rch a heavy ~.ttack supported by tanka torced 
the evaeua t10n of the fire base. On 23 Ka.r~, the 14 7th VJRC Brigade 
D:>Ved to a n and b.YelllDing all upits. ()~.:~lIe: 147th and 25Bth VlOC 
Brigades had been extracted f'rom,L&os/.l!,aving onq' a tew stragglers 
behind. 

(2) US forces contiuuedto provide \ seC't1:Cj, ty. tor QL 9 and ori tical 
installations in the L.l!SCIl 719 10., Itf'ortswere 'W"sified h the 
wstern portion of the, lq,~q, 19>~~~ ~,~~~r.alile the enem,y t s 'artU. 
lery and rocket po8itiQll8 &nil 'itO. eliliinat.,.Pi8",groUlld elements.' An 
add! tiona! maneuver battalion (1-77 ArmOr)· was shifted from the 3d 
Brigade, lOlst Airborne Division (Amhl) .10 veat to the 1st-Brigade, 
5th Infantry Divilion (Ml!Ich) AO. The l8t Brigade, 5th Infantry 
Division (Me~) elements assisted RVIAF in their passage of linea 
into RVN from'Laos. The 1st and 3d Infantry Regiments were released 
and were returned to their home sta~iol18. ~ The ~th llltantr,. Regiment 
lDOTed to Ihe Sa.nh and relieved the 2d Regiment vh1ch ¥a8 released tor 
return to ho_ station. The Airborne Division,' following the retrograde 
of all its units, began standing down at Dong Ha a8 Corps Resel"Ve. 

(J) Nearly all helicopter extractions were accomplished 01117 l:tY 
moving avq trom FaBa, and applying. conti:nuous, fire support with Tac 
Air, helicopter gunships, and art1lle17. "~8q.~. lute vent halted 
by unacceptable levels of' enelV antiaircraft fire forcing unit8 to Il10 .... 

to a new FZ. The extractions of the 2d and 7th Airborne Battaliot18 
north of' rsa JJ.pha, the extraction of the 2d Regiment units near LZ 
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SUBJECT zCombat ;Operatlons. Af:tel\~c:t;.1or1~:f\tP9~,}Jperati~n·L.Az.50N 719' (U) 

. " ,f ,. , , . 

• . " .•.. ,t.. " , 1"'''",\ '·I'"""".~·' '·:· ... !r:·~".;'\ '_F .. A J 'r~ "r" " :·t, " . 

Brown,. and that'~i' the· •. i4?,tb';VNttJ';.~i~t\~·~~~~~~;, ;ofFSB:;De1ta, 
verestrongly . opposedby' .th~. enefll1:,aai t~iSenga'g'ement·.:va8l41f'flcu1 t 
to accompllsh.~ceptlons V;ere·;t.hei:~~~c~'G1.on of. ~SB . Del ta 1, and 
extraction of the 25Bth V'N'Kl Brigadefrdm FSB Hot.sl on' the Co Roc' 
on 24 Karch. 

. ,I,,' ',":; .) ,J' ':.' , I'" 1 

(J.) Tactical Air, s:uppor.t cP:rttinU$q, a'ti a. high pace •. There 'Was 
a sl1g~t Increase .. :ft\·Tacitl~al A~ ·S?,r:t.~es nown, even though on'tvo 
days comm1t_ht8~./;tq/~;;~~~\~t.ri~IJ!71,nj'~~~h· V.ietnam resulted in fewer 
aircraft ~1.t1g avell8.~f(td·~uppqn,.~1ihe,~N 719 operation. Arc 
Light support wae:Wnta1ned at ~pprorlmately the same level as the 
prdnoua poriC?d, while he11.cppt~tr~gu,l.l~h.ips and troop 11ft sorties \lere 
increased by over 30 per.cent" LQgi.s.tical and air cavalry sortles re­
mained at the S&lJ.'l8 . level. Loglst,ic8J.'· support for RVNAF '~as maintained 
and a<lequate stocks 'Were on ,halld .to meet demands • 

... ( I 

(5) Combat effioiency .and etfect1venesaof RVNAF units was greatly 
affected by the· intense'. aotivities~!>.f':':~the·:pr~CI~ week. ·.,Some Wlits 
in oontact in LaossUfferedyery';heaVy"~Bu81ties' and v~ rendered 
combat ineftective., The ls.t Armor~d Brigaqe lost over f:J:J percent of 
its M4l tanks, approximately. 50\~r)qent o~ its 8.l"lOOred personnel 
carriers, and oeased.to.'1-be'i!ttp efte.(irt'1ve,,~r1gade ·force. The bulk of 
the lossessuf'fered by the TF oootn'red during the ambush on 19 March 
on Route 9, vicinity ID675379. : TheTF extraoted 98 vehiCles including 
22 M41 tanks, 54 '~JD:)red personnel. ca;r::.I!.ier.s and one D2 bulldozer. Aerial 
photography on 23 March ot.· QL 9 ~~oll) Alou1to .the LaosfoVN border re­
vealed that the unit.had lef;t21,te.nks, 26 armored personnel carriers, 
13 bulldozers, tworoadgra4ers;·:i5.~I.¢.Sce11eneoU8 vehio1es and tW'O 
trailers along the route.· ~s.t 'aIrt:.ilJ,ery pieces were extracted by 
heavy lift from FSBs !lou! ,AlPQa and Bravo J however, several towed 
artUl~f~p1ecel. iD;,~~mpt~W~~R~~~~e d.eetl'oted· in the ,enelllf 
ubush, ·Oft 25 March, Te.c:,,~,,~'}1.:~.ir~p~r··gu.hsh1p8 and artillery 'Were 
elUP10yed against ,the abandonedMUt:.!mks on Rbute 9_ which vere being 
\lied by the enell'\1 as sta tionaI'1 machine gun posi tiona; as well as 
against enell'\1 Pr76 tanks on Route 9 from Aloui to the RVN border. 

(2) The e~emY's daylight IDt1ina13.1tbiel1t1',· ot-P1'76· 8hdT.S4 tanks when 
relatively clear skies expo~ed t'ba~'to;''(JB air and'Mavy !arti11ery attacks 
W10ated either a reckless disregard of'his ovn losses!and his desire 
to olose 'With and attempt to d·es·troy.'RVNAF forces in Laos J or, an amazing 
overconfidence in the abil1t,y of his ~qu1pment to withstand air and 
artll1ery attacks. . 

(2) RVNAF extracted all units from Laos and heavy losses vere in­
flitted on the ena." . prinoipally by .Tac Air and B52 strikes. However, 
there were two p;"1n.ci~ ar~as ),ill.t~h.t?h allied forces failed during 
their extraction from' Laos, '. partic~:arly. in the area of' equipment l-ossee 
both in armored vehicles and artillery pieces. Secondly, although allied 

69 

, ", : ," ~~, ' , ' ' 

.;. '. l~' 



'J 

AVII-GC . 14 M9y 1971 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations,After Action,;Re~rt, Operation LAMSON 719 (n) 

forces, principaJ.ly through the use of Tao Air, tem:pora:r~ destroyed 
the enelllT's capabUity to employ artf1.1eI7 ~gainst, Khe Sanh, the threat 
to that installation by. sfD&ll:.er indil'ec;\i' fire' weapons and sappers, vas 
not eliminated. : '.' .... ", . . 

" 
(b) Significant ContactJ: 

17 MARCH 

(l) Betwen lW600H' and close of th~' period,'FSB Aloui r~ceived 
tw attacks by fire resulting in two ARVN KIA and 11 VIA. One' commun­
ications vehicle vas also destroyed. '. ,;'" . "., 

... , I" t;" ." \ 

~} At 170000H ARVNunits at Lao Bao received 10I82mm rounds re-
sul ting in two KIA and r:~,ine WrA.· . .,' . 

(J) At 170615H vicinity XD6.30265, the 7th: VlfJC Battalionreoeived 
a IOOrtar and groWld attack resulting in one Marine KIA., four WIA and 16 
enemy KIA. 

~) At 170730H viqinity ID523414,.,the clst Airborne Battal~on qon­
tacted an enemy force .resulting.in one ARV~)~IA:.and su WIA. ,Enell1 
losses were Wlknow.At .17000OH,.v~c~~tYr·IQ~43.90, the 5th.Battalion, 
2d Regiment ·received 300182mm IJK)rtarrounds .resulting· in five ARVN WIA. 

(2) At 170945H vicinity XD.575435, the 2d Airborne Battalion con­
tacted an unknown size enelIijl' force;refJUlting il1~oneARVN KIA, 13 \lU, 
19 enenv KIA, five AK476,' one machine gun,. two B40 launchers and one 
map captured. 

~) At 1710l5H ~ci¢.W·t.;D4~5~55:'t,~;tpe i~t? .Battalion, 2d Regiment 
discovered 82 enelllT'KBA, 66lAK47s,'two 8~mortars, one 75mm rec01lless 
rifle and 43 bunkers destroyed. An estimated ton of ammunition vas 
destroyed in place. ' . 

(2) At 171110H vicinity ID710263, the 3d Battalion, 258th,VNMJ 
."!3rlgatle 'j engaged an enemy force resulting in five enelll1 KIA, two 
AK47s captured, ten huts and five tons of rice destroyed. 

(§) From 171200H to 1J30H vicini~ ID453384, the 4th Battalion, 
1st Regiment was in contact with a 'largssize enemy force resulting 
in 50URVN KIA, OOIWIA, 567.enemy KIA, .172 AK47s, 29IB40/41, l2I12.7mm 
machine guns, seven 82mm IOOrtars, 120 blocks of dynamite, and 3,000 
12.7mm rounds captured. 

. . 
(2) At 171S00H vicinity XD670310, the Marine Division Reconnaissance 

elements found 17 enemy KBA~ three AJ.47s and one 82mm mrtar destroyed 
by Arc Light strikes. 
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. ' '-,' ". 

'<J.Q) At·'i.?l9JOli 'rt~inity m761.3Sj,~ :FsB' fa 'Bat received ri~e 130mm 
artillery rounds'resultil'!-g ~ tWR!~~Wl:WIAand one K'.l ,tank .destr~yed. 

(u) At l7203OB, th~ 1st R8n~Gr.~~ Ol.' and rs&· Phh Loc received 
a mortar and ground attack resulting in' nine RangersWIA~ There were 
20 enem;r III and seven 'AK47s, captlJl"~. ". 

, , ; .. ' i:' ';. ' , . \ .:. ~ ~ ..., . . . <.? • • . 

(16) (h 17, KIrch there. :were:,6.35 be1icopter gunship sorties flown 
and 13 B52.strikes totaling 999 tons of ordnance resulting 'in 61 secor1d­
ary explosions of a' magnitude of two to seven. There vet'e 310 'lac Air 
sorties novn resulting in one water craft, 27 bunkers, tvo structures, 
II) vehicles and five gun positions'9.~s~(,)y~d. There vere'11 vehicles 
and ten bunkers dama~d, .five interdiction points struck, 18 enel'l\Y KBA, 
66 secondar.y explosions and $3 secondary fires. 

18 MARCH , ~,; r ( , 

;' '\ !: :~.. .'." '.... .' ~.;.;:,' ". I. !, 

(1) The lst, .. Infan:t~. RegillEnt·, OP".lst.~tta1ion, 2d Battalion, 
and 3d Batta110n rwel'eext.:J;iacted £.rom a .PZ VicinitY' ID5l0378 and lifted 
to Ihe Sanh cOm,Pieting the lift at 181230B. The 4th Battalion vas re­
ported inbeav,r coptac.~ at.;mid~, .. ,~t vas IOOving to a ,PZ vicinity 
ID453384 for extraction. ·At +81452H~ .on~ UBlH landed at tbe pZ and 
extracted 17 personnel from ,the 4th ·Battalion. A second UBlB landed 
at the PZ and .took hits on 11ft off and landed east of the PZ. The 
crev and eight ARVN were subsequently extracted. An ABlG vas hit bf 
ground f1re and exploded on J.mpae,..; ~ second AHIG vas hit by hostile 
fire in the same .vicinity and:mad~'a,precautionarlY' landihg at fSB 
Delta 1. Attempts continued, and the 4th Battalion was completely 
extracted at 1816448. 

(2) At lOO60OH vicinity FSJ3~~~~c" the. 1st Ranger Group CF 
received 63 mixed l30DiIl and 82mni .rotuids resulting in nine VIA • 

. 
(J) At 10065511 vicinity ID636278, 'the 7th VBM.:: Battalion received 

a mrtar aM ground attack. The enelq employed non letbal ga8. Gun­
ships and Tac 4ir suppqrted. ResUlt-a-Were' three -Mlr--rDe-S xu, 10 \In, 
42 ene11\V KIA, sev~n 1147s, one B40 launcher, EnB40 rounds, 85IAK47 
magazines and 120 blocks of dynamite captured. 

<it) At 100104511 vicinity XD693276,· the 1st VNMJ Battalion made 
oontact vi th eli unknown size enemy force, resulting in 21 enem.r KD., 
one PW', 60 bl.ooks of dyna.mi te, six AK4 78 and one 82mm mortar vi th 100 
rounds captured. 

~) At l8l150H vicinity ID702340, the Reconnaissance Company of 
the 25Bth Vietnamese Marine' Brigade found and destroY'edlfour tons of 
rice. 

71 

... , . 

"\ ':,:. (I ! ~:\' "'" ...... I., '/ .. -.. 



I 
, I 

AVII-GC 14 ~ 1971 
SUBJECT 2 Comba.t Operations Atter Action Report, Operation LAM90N 719 (u) 

•. ", /';t . 

~) At 18J.445H vicinity ID736364, ele~nts-of TF 1-11 Infantry 
received an lD'lknown number' of 82mm,roUDds,resulting in one" US KIA 
and six WlA.. ',' "', 

(7) Between 181500H',~, 1900H vicini~':II>71.6.37l, elements of. the 
, 2d Battalion, 94th,Artillexy received an pn;known' number and type of 
ro\D'lds resulting in 16IUS WI! and one l75mm gun damaged. 

(§) Between l81600H and'l90600H vicinity ID5l2348, the 4th Bat­
talion, 2d Regiment was in contactwi~ an unknown size ene~ force. 
The battalion also received indireot fire,. resulting in 3.3 ARVN WIA 
and five MIA. Enell\Y losses vere unknown. ., 

(2) Between l8l6ooH, andl9Q60dH vicitlity ID522345, the 2d Battalion, 
2d Regiment was in, contact: wi tb an tmkn01ll size enemy force. The bat­
t!!llion also received' indirect fireresnlting in two MVN KIA, 23 WIA 
and three MIA. Enemy losses vere unknown. 

UQ) Between l81600H and 190600H, th~2d, 3d'and 4th Battalions 
were in contact with, enerq foroes which employed both eround and in­
c:I1rect fire attackB. The 1st Battalion, 3d Infantry Regiment and 
Headquarters, 2d Infantry,Regimentr~ned in the vicinity of FSB 
Delta 1. Advisor reports state that at 19l350H, the 2d, 3d and 4th 
Battalions vere in contact with the ene.ov.' ,Tac, Air, gunships, and 
artillery as well as J.£DEVAC were supporting contacts of the 2d In­
fantry Regiment units. Air Cavalry elements reported kUling 25 in 
an engagement at 19l130H. 'l" ..:' , .. , 

Ul) At '18l700H vicinity XD553404, the 7th Airborne Battillon 
made contact with an unknown size enemy force resUlting in four ARVN 
KIA and three WD.. -; .. r .:- ~ ~ • -: ;. " .1 ..... , < 

.' •• ~ • J \ " " ;: • 

(12) At l81700H vicdnitY xD523410, the 7th Armored Cavalry Squad­
ron contacted an unknown size eDeIl\Y force with unknown ene~ casualties. 
17 ARVN were WIA and one' M4l tank was damaged. 

(13) At l818,30H vicinity XD5463&), the 1st Ail"borne Battalion 
contacted an unknown size enemy force, resulting in nine ARVN KIA, 
nine ARVN WIA, OCJ NVA KIA, and five 1X47s captured. 

w,) There were 823 aircraft landings in Laos on 18 Kttch. Seven­
teen personnel debarked their' aircraft, and all were ertraoted. A total 
of 21 aircraft were hit by hostile fire. lour aircratt were destroyed 
(two UID.G, one CH4 7 and UHlH). Six aircraft were declared nonflyable. 

. W) The following extractions by air were completed: 1st Reg-
iment CP, 1st and 3d Battalions, 3d Regiment from a PZ vitcinity ID5l0378 
to Khe Sanh. M:>vement' was completed at l81230H. The 2d Battalion, 
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1st Regi~~t from a PZ vicinltyXD500376 to Khe Sanh completed at 
181230H.. The 5th Battalion, 2d Regiment from LZ Brown vicinity XD4935 
to Khe Sanh completed at 1545H .. ' The 4th Battalion 9 1st Regiment from 
a PZ vicinity XD4538 to Khe Sanh 90mpleted at 1615H~ The 6th VNMC Bat­
talion moved by vehicle from YD213674 and closed at KJ?e Sanh at 181300H. 
The 1st Reg.1Jnent with four ba~talions moved by vehicle from Khe Sanh 
to La Vang (YD348498) closing at 1845H" The 77th Ranger Border Defense 
Battalion oovedfrom Khe Sanh,to the FSBPhu Lac area (ID7004'n) closing 
at 1430H" 

(lQ) Three of the five heavY artillery batteries located at lao 
Baa lX07138) moved along QL·9 to positions at Lang Vei and' Khe Sanh .. 

W) On 18 March there ''W~re Ip 236 helic~pter sorties flown and 
10 B52 strikes totaling 631 tons of' ordriance resulting in 22 secondary 
explosions of a magnitude of two to five.. There were 252 Tae Air sorties 
flow resulting in 13 bunkers 1 28 vehicles and 12 gun positions destroyed. 
There were tenenell\Y' KBA9' ten interdiction points struck9 636 secondary 
explosions and '74 secondary fires" 

19 MARCH 

U) Betweenl90600H andl800H vicinity XD525400 p : the 8th Airborne 
Battalion was in sporadiocontact with an unknown size enemy force re­
sul ting in six ARVN KIA, 26 :l~IAan~ UD.known enemy lossee. 

, ", 

(~) Between lS0600H and l<;nooOH vicinit.y XD52140lp the 9th Air­
borne Battalion 'Was in intermittent contact with an unknow size enell\Y' 
force" Results WAre t.wo AHVN l\J..A~ thr'3te WIA~ 50 NVA KIA9 four AK47s~ 
three B40s 9 one B41~ one antiaircraft gun !Uld one namethro'Wer captured" 

" .... ; 

(]) Between 190600Hand lOOOW·i~~irrl.tY xn643377 Ii elements of the 
1st Tank Troop~ 3d Cavalry Squadron made contact 'With an unknown size 
enemy force, resulting in six ARVN KIA9 three VlIA and unknown enemy 
losses c 

<£r) The 2d Airborne Bathlionbet'W'een 190600H and 19l000H was in 
contact vicinity XD583434 'Wi th an unknown. size enemy force" Friendly 
losses were unknoWDo There 'Were 300 NVA reported KIA9 l2IAK47s, two 
B40s g two light machine guns and t'Wo 82mm oortars captured o 

(5) FSB Alou! was evacuated on the roorning of the 19th 0 The .lst 
Airborne Brigade units and Armored TF units commenced east'W8I'd movement 
toward FSB Alphao At 190730H elements of the column reported light 
contact with an unknown size ensll\Y' torce and FACS reported four tanks 
moving toward Aloui v::lcinity XD5234170 

. '.: ~~,' ~ 
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, I 

~) At190715H vicinity XD705290, . the 1st VNK: Battalj.on con­
:~cted an unknovn size ene~ force: resulting in 20 enemy KIA, five 

"''J1.47s, two B40s, nine. packs, n1n~ ;~ls; and, 50, huts destroyed. 
'.'j • 

(7) At 19l30()Hvicinity XD709299, t~:ist vm«:f Battalion con­
tacted. an Wlknown si~e enelllV'force resulting in one ~ine KIA, 12IWIA, 
1C'-ene~ KIA, five J!47s, two B40s, 220 poUDds of rice, and 15 huts 
destroyed with no friendly casualties.:, . ,., . 

~) At 19lJOOH vicinity XD723327~ th~ 8th Airborne Battalion con­
tacted an unknown size ene~ force resultipg in six enemy lIA" one BAR, 
one AK47, aDd 400 ro~s of 7.62mm,~tion captured. 

(2) At 19l445H vicinityFSB Delta l'(ID552345),C/14th Artillery 
received 251I122mm rockets and 75mm recoilless rifle rounds re~t1ng 
in four 105mm ~witzers and 1,365 rounds' of 105mm amDDwition destroyed. 

~) At 19l540H vicini~ XD629363,' elements of TF 1-11 Infantry 
receiv~d small arms and B40 fire resulting ,in' one US KIA, aOO four WIA. 
EnelllV' losses were unknown. ,; 

Ul) At 191000H vicinity' ID64830i, .. the: i47th VNK: Brigade. CP on 
FSB Delta received an attack by fire. ,There were an unknown type and 
number of rounds fired.' Three ,Marines were KIA, 25 WIA and four 105mm 
howitzers reported to be 60 percent damaged. 

" 

~) At 192300H vicinity ID514353, the 3d Battalion, 2d Regiment 
received a ground attack b,y an unknown size snelllf force resulting in 
five ARVN KIA, 40IWIA, tw MIA, 87INVA KIA, 49"lJ.K47s, ten B401 and 
seven B41s captured. Two company co~ers of the 3d Battalion, 2d 
IVA Division were alOOng,\t~ ~NVA. KJA. ,:, 

~) At 192300H vicinity ID512343"the 2d Battalion, 2d Regiment 
reoeived a groWld attack by an unknown size ens~ force resulting in 
five ARVN KIA, IlDlIA, 85INVA KIA, 47IAK47s, tw 60mm mortars, wee 
light machine guns, and20XB40 rocket launchers captured~ 

~) At 192300H viCinity ID5l8342, the 4th Battalion, 2d Regiment 
received a ground attack by an unknown size ene~ force resulting in 
tkree ARVN WIA, five ARVN MIA, 1,95INVA KIA; 59IAK47s, three CIm1l, seven 
B408, tw 60mm .mortars, two flamethrowers, four light machine guns, 
three radio telephones and four heavy machine guns captured. 

0:(5) The 1st Armored Brigade column moving east from 1SB AloUi 
(ID553300) was ambushed resulting in one vehicle of the 18 in the 
column reoeit1ng hits and blocking the road. The column included 
foUr disabled tanka which were being towed. The 1st Armored Brigade 
CP requested air strikes to destroy the disabled vehicles and Tac Air .. 

\' 
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" , 
reported 18, vehicles de6troy,~d., 

~) On 19 Ku-ch there~~re ,6st, helicopter ,gunship sorties flown 
and 14 B52 strikes totaling 1,158 tOD~ o,f, ordnance of a. wnitude ,of 
two to five. ' ,There were 246 Tac\, Air ',sorties, l!'esul'J!ng in 15 bunkers, 
nine vehicles, .t\l'O cache sites and tbree,gun positions destroyed. 
There were t\l'O vehicles and four gun positions damaged and 45 meters 
of road cut. 

20 MARCH 
" 

(J,) At 200530H vioirdtY:.XQQ4~)Q.lJl ~pE;lJA7th VNl-C Brigade CP 
on FSB Delta 'reoeived, an attaolc'~bi ,fire': cSonsisting ,of. 30 i rounds of~ 
mixed 82mm and l22mm fire resulting in five &rinee WIA., T\I'O 105mm . 
hoW'1tzers'were reported to be moderately damaged. 

~) In the TF 1-11 Infantry AO at 200904H vicinity ID734365, 
reconnaissance elements fotmd tw mines in the road which the unit 
destroyed in place. The elements:prov1ding security contacted an 
unknown size enenv force. After an ,artillery strike the un1 t swpt 
the area and received seven 82mm rounds. Artillery was plaoed on 
the enemJ locations e The results of a search of the area were one 
enell\Y KIA and one AK47 captured.' The, mineswep'of the road continued. 
At 2Ol04QH Vicinity ID737364, another element attempting to link up 
\I'i th the recdbnatijanoe elements received B40 and small arms fire trom 
an enemy force resulting in one US KIA, five WIA and two vehioles 
d8.lll8.ged. Contact ws broken at20l200H then reestablished at 201245H 
when one US was KIA. Contact was broken again at 2Ol337H. 

(J) At 20l000H vicinity ID67549J, elements of 3-187 Infantry made 
contact with an unknown size, ene~ f:9"rc.~.resul ting in no friendly cas­
ual ties, 19 NVA KIA, one'AK47 and'o:8.a: bil.g"of miscellaneous mail captured. 

(J.) At 201040H, B/l-l Infantry vicinity XD737364, received RFG 
and small ar.tm3 fire resulting in one us KIA, five WIA, one Ml5l and 
one MIl3 damaged. . 

(5) At 201320H, extraction of the 3d Battalion, 2d Regiment from 
a PZ vicinity XD512344 to Khe Sanh was completed. During tho extraction 
28 of 40 ships roceived hits. 

(9) At 201520H vicinity XD7l0329, the 1st VNMC Battalion contacted 
an unknowBize enemy force resulting in four Marines'KIA, six NVA KIA, 
and two AK47s captured. 

(7) At 201630H, seven 195mm'howitzers, four l55mm howitzers and 
one 3/4 ton truck movod from 8. PZ vicinity FSB Alpha to Khe Sanh. 
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~) At 20193)H, the 2d and 7th Airborne Battalions moved by air 
f'rom Khe Sanh to Dong Ra. . 

(2) At 202100H vicinity ID602376,the .' sth . Airborne Battal~on and 
the 11th Armored Cavalry Squa.dr,on wre'in qontact with an enemy force 
which resulted in one ARVN KIA and. two. WIA.: Enenv losses vere 60IKIA, 
29IAK47s, seven B40s, and one· B4l';"captured. 

UQ) B Battery, 8-4 Artillery IOOved its 175mm guns from the Ranger 
Camp TXD6845) east along Red Devil Road' to a posi tien north of ' !the Sanh 
(ID8244). . " . ' 

tLl) On 20 March there were 1,3SS helicopter gunship sorties 
flown and 11 B52 strikes totaling ~9ton~, of ordnance resulting in 
27 secondary explosions of a ma.gni~u.de of two t.o four. There were 270 
Tao Air sorties flown resulting in one I bunker,,46 vehicles, seven cache 
sites and 12 gun positions destroj:ed. Tl:tere were .10 enenv KBA, 15 in­
terdiction pointsstrue~ 236 secondary explosions and 44 secondary fires. 

21 MARCH 

<1) At 2103OOH, the 2d and .4th Battalions, 2d Infantry Regiment 
received an indirect fire and ground attack vicinit.y lD513343,. re­
sulting in 37IARVN KIA, 58XWlA, and 15IMIA. Bnenv losses were 245IKIA 
and the following equipment destroyed: 52IB40/41, 17 machine gUns, seven 
60mm IOOrtars, five 82mm mortars, eight flamethrowers, nine 12.7mm machine 
guns, 65IAK47s, and five radios •. 

<2) At 21042511, sappers attacked the refuel/rearm point at FSB 
Vandegrift and destroyed two 10,000 gallon JP4b11vets. One NVA Was 
KIA. ;" ~T ••••• ';'~: •• "', .:.~'.:.:. ,\ .' 

(J) The 147th Brigade continued operations in the vicinity of FSB 
Delta to secure the area for extraction of artillery from the FSB. lsa 
Delta received eight UB1H resupply sorties during the period whioh 
MmEVACED 23 Marines. Elements in the vicinity of FOO Delta were in 
oontact sporadically during the d~ and each time helicopter resupply 
sorti~s came into the area the LZ was subjected to indirect fire attacks. 

~) At 210600H, the 7th VNNe Battalion was in contact with elements 
of the 29th NVA:Regiment. The contact lasted until approximately 220600H 
and was supported with 13 Tac Air sorties, resulting in 85 K!rines KIA, 
28JIWIA, 600 enemy KIA (400 KBA) and five PW. Sixty crew-served and 
200 individual weapons were found. 

(j) At 2113OOH, extraction of the 1st Airborne Brigade CP froll 
. FSB Alpha to Khe Sanh was completed. 
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.' . I ',. j , .~, • •••• t.."· I II ' 

(2) At 21l300H' V!cinityID772358L 0/1-77 Armor recei~ed RPG and 
small arms fire resulting intwor:OS KiA and :three US WIA. 

" . ,.,:.:, ':h.' ,. " , 

(1) At2l1450Hp extraction of ' the 5th Airborne Battalion and per­
sonnel from two artillery batteries from FSB Alpha toKhe Sanh vas 
completed .. , ~~ng, the ,~pnvoy ~Y~m.e~t; of, !U'ti1lery from Lao BRa to 
Lang Vei elemen;ts received smalll.~ins and B40 fire vicinity '·"l1'll436 , 
resul ting in eight US WIA.. : t, :.' " ' 

. , • i !. "', , 

. . ' , ,'.~' l' ; -," I , , " • . . L : 
(§) At 211800H i extraction ,of the 2d and 4th Battalions of the 2d 

Regiment to Khe Sanh waS completed,,' I 

(2) The last· two: -he~vy ''ar;l!:U,le.P1,b~t,t~ries ,to occupy positions 
along the Laotian border moved .tq~. positions, vicinity ~e Sanh (XD8238). 

. ... ", r," I, 
~) On 21 March there were 788 helicopter gunship sorties flown 

and 11 B52 strikesitotaling 921 tons 'of: ordnance resulting in 22 second ... 
ary explosions' of, a· magnitude, of· two to.' five 0 There were 157 Tac Air 
sorties flown, resulting' in three structures, 37 vehicles and one gun 
position destroyedo There were 18 vehicles damaged, 30 ene~ KBA, 31 
secondary, explosions and'ninersecondaryfireso 

, ,~ .', ''i' , ! : ' ; ~ 'r'; i ' • ~~ 

22 MARCH,' 

(J.) The1Qle ~nh Base ar~a' r.et?~ived four separate attacks by fire 
totaling 59 rounds of 122mm artUlerY., between 220700H ,ana.' 221600H ' 
resul ting, in two US KIA, ',If?.IP'S :W'lA~'~:o~e UHlHp three i ,ton trucks, one 
3/4 ton truck i one vater, truck~ apd.;-one fire truck dl!lJllaged o Four rounds 
strUck the Illtlin runway caUsing damage and temporary closing of the a1r­
strip 0 

(2) At 220955H viriiidty" ID?35~tw~J;ele~rrt:s of TF ~-77 Armor r.­
ceived an attack by fire of an unknown number of poas~b1e 122mm rounds, 
resul ting in five US WIA.. " I • 

(J) At 221045H vicinity XD710378p the 2d Airborne Brig~e OP 
received an attack by fire consisting of 10175mm round~, reSulting 
in one ARVN KIA. and five WIA u 

(&) At 22l21OH viclnity'ID735365~ elements of TF 1-77 received 
an attack by fire of an unknown number and type of rouhds resulting 
in eight US WIA ct '. t 

;i. 'f', • { 

(2) At 222148H vicinity XD726483~ elements of TF 3-187 received 
gren8des and small arms fi~e ~Olll an estimated five to: 15 enemy. Friendly 
units returned fire 8n4 emplbyed:\~t:1llery" Flareships were called on 
station and the act10n resulted.1n five US KIA and four WIl. 

) j t !\, :, \ :, I ' ... I ; . ~ ~ 

, ~-.::',}. 

1 ':. ''', >~; l~:: J 
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~) At 2215.30H, the 2d and '4th Battalions, 2d Regiment D'.')yed by' 
vehicle from Khe Sanh to Dong Ha. ' " 

(1) On 22 March there were 71.3 ~licopt.n. gunship sorties flown 
and 1.3 B52 strikes totaling 1,100 tone, of ordlw:lce and resulting in 
Z7 seconda.ry exptosions of a, magnitude of .two 1;o,:;r:l:n. There were 
172 Tac Air sorties nown resulting in one btmker, three struct1l1"es, 
4.3 vehicles, and two tanks destroyed.T'he,.re ,.,ar,e 11 vehicles ~ three 
tanks damaged, three interdiction points. struck, 51 secondary explosions 
and 33 secondary fires. 

23 MARCH 'I ' 

.. " . r I'" , .. t.( 

U) At 23031511, }{he Sanh receive,dmortar' rounds followed by a 
ground attack by 40 sappers resulting in three US KIA, ].4XUS VIA, 14 
WA m, one HVA WIA (FW), one AHlG destr,oyed, three.AHlG, damaged, 
10 US vehicles, and three US bunkers destroyed., Six AK47s and numerous: 
'satchel charges ~aptured. , 

.. . . . 
(z) At 230630H, the Armored'TF column crossed the border into 

the RVN and effected a link up with the ,1st Bripdt', 5th Infantry 
Division (Mech). All vehicles ,were ~, of Laos by ll20H. 

(J) At 23ll35H vicinity I.D7435, TF 1-77 Armor received swl arms 
and B40 fire resulting in seven enenv'K~, and four enenv lEA. 

'~.. ~r •• ~.'~"~~"~ t" ' I 

<1.) At 23l34sB, the 1st, 8th,and ,9th ,Airborne Battalions closed 
at The Sanh and moved by' air to Dong Ha at 2.31SJOH. 

(5) At 231453H, 430 (of which 230 were WI!) Marines of the 147th 
VNM:: Brigade has been extr~ctedbi, ,'~t.o,:,tb$. Marine Division CP 
(ID862390). The rema.1n1ngMarines',were:~a1la to Khe Sanh later 
during the dey. ".' 

~) At 2315258 vicinity ID745356, elements of A/l-l Cavalry con­
ducted reconnaissance of the area after three airstrikes on suspected 
enenv locations and found a bunker complex and three enemf KBA, one 
A.K4 7 and one B40. Enenv small arms fire was re cei ved and AF A lias 
employed. Elements continued to search and found five additional KEA, 
six IU, two B40, four A'/.47s, one "Mt6,., 22IB40 rounds, seven grenades, 
six 60mm lJlortar rounds and miscellaneous items. There were no friendly 
casualties. 

(1) At 23loo0H, the 2d Airborne Brigade with 2d and 11th Bat­
talions moved b.Y air to Dong Ha.Duringa two hour period 10 enemr 
tanks were destroyed (eight by' Tac Air, one by ground fire and one by 
unknown ca.uses). Two l22.r.Dm guns were destroyed by Tac Air (believed 
to be the guns shelling Khe Sanh). 
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(§) On 23 Mardh ~wer~ '756)lelic:~pt~r gunihip$orties flown 
and 11 B'2 strikes totaling 941t.o~~)of; 9r@,ance,resUlting in 77 second­
'IJX1 explosions of a magnitude 'It; ,~loIO:r.·tQ:~'teu •. Ther~ were ,283 Tac Air sorties 
now resulting in one bunkert t~e stru~turesJ' 30 vehicles, one cache 
s1te,:.12 gun~poS!ti~tl8,·Itl4."'~a. ~-=='.AeStroyed. ~here vere four bunkers, 
toUl" "h101ea:'aJid~,tfi::~,R , ', .. :~: .. even 11'Iterdiction, .points struck, .. 
30 enemy KBA. 354 '·.eoon&.ry eXplol1,onS and 136 8econdar7~t1re •• 

24 MARCH 
, '. 1'1·\ ~ . 

U}, At 240&:>OB Vicinity YDOOl5?9"_~.~f '~he 2,"!506 Infantry 
heard small ~ms andB40 tiIjeon'L~pe"n.9~~b ,s'~q:e of: <;It 9. ,TheUl?it 
IJ¥)ved to the area and engaged an ).U1knonW ,size. ene. force setting up 
an ambush. The,enenv did ,not return tire aIId fled. At '0925H elements 
engaged another enenv force. The enenv returned fire and fled. The 
un! t suffered one US KIA and one WIA. The eneav 10Bses were nine KIA, 
five Al41a.and one B40eaptured. , . 

(&) At 2409l5H v1C+nit;y;~J •. ==t8 of C/4-3JDi'antry made 
contact with anest1mated, tprtl~.itl., .~:.- . ,s. Fr1end.lr elements re­
cei ved small arms "B40 and, 60IllDl Jlt)r\ar. fIre. The unit returned small 
arms fire and emplqyed ,gunships and'artUlery, and vas reinforced 1:u 
two pla1!bons. Contact was broken at 24lJ.l5H. Resul ts were four 1:5 
KIA and six WIA. Ineav loases were ~.. A· .. &t!ch of the area con­
tirmed. 

(J) At 240950H, vicinity ,10690360, B/7-l7 Cavalry engaged one Pr76 
tank and destroyed it. At 095211 vicinity lD681363, the tmit damaged 
two Pr76*. At 0955H vicinity ID663368 the unit engaged three Pf76s 
with unkaowa results. At 1151H vicinity ID661367 the unit observes 
seven light tanks and called in air strikes with unknown results. 'At 
l200H vicinity ID655366 the unit observed eight light tanks, called 
in airstrikes and reported six tanks burning. 

(I.) At 241347H, the 1st Vlfl.£ Battalion was IOOved by air froll FSB 
Hotel to an LZ vicinity ID830345 along vi th the 3d Battalion. 

(5) At 241614H vicinity ID956426, A/3-5 Cavalry assisted an ARVN 
convoy vhich was being aJDbushecl. Resul ts were t'WO tIS KIA, three US 
VIl, one Ml.13 destroyed and one Ml.5l damaged. One III. PW was seriously 
wounded and later died; one NVi 'Was III'. 

(2) On 24 Klrch there were 70,3 helicopter ~: ilorties flow 
and 13 B52 strikes totaling 1,095 tons of ordnanoe. and resulting in 
35 secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to~ •• ~~ 'l'bere '~255 
Tac Air sorties now resulting in two water crai"t,' 17 bunkers, two 
foxholes, 25 vehicles, 40 cache sites, eight gun positions and 14 tanks 
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destroyed. There were 11 vehicles and six tanka dimaiVd, four meters 
'Of road cut, 21 interdiction points s1;;ruck, 20 enelltY KBA, S4 seoondary 
explosions and 36 secqndary·fires. < 

25 MARCH 
" • , . i: ' .. , ., 

U) At 25100511 ;vi~1nit1 ;~857~85,\B/J,~~2,~t1l1ery reo,eive~;an 
unknown number of l22mm artillery rounds're'sul ting in one US KIA and 
five m liIA. . , " " , 

~) At 25ll4lB vioinity XD8134B5,' B/l-l Cavalry made contact vith 
a well dug ,in anelltY platoon. ' The el~ment" vere reinforoeciv1th .'tM:> 
platoons and Tac Air and.~artllle1!Y W:ere ~loyed. The contac:t 'h-
sulted in six US KIA,~iye;',WU '·and j6.-eii'~!ITf:itIA~. .'" 

"'~f!~~~5l3~;; ·sh;Ol~~~~~~o~·the'4ih Battalion, lSt Inrantry 
Regiment reported to the 1st, Infantry. Di'Vision Forward OF at ,SB Ngu;yen 
Hue. They had been.missing since 19 J.hrch vhen FSB 10 10 was' evacuated. 

~) At 251600H vicinity ID9B55, a convoy received small arms and 
B40 fire. The contact was supported by gunships and reaction forces 
from 2-506 Infantry, resulting in one ARVN KIA and '18 AHVN' W'IA. 

(5) At 25l000H v1cini~y ID977585., ~e' ;'l~~6 Icl-antry recei~d 
s~l arms, B40 and 60mm .l'lX)rtar fire, resulting in three US KIl, 
six liIA, one armored personnel garr+&:ru:i~ged and one ene.o:\y':KIA. 

I 't; ,'I '. 

(2) The 2-94 Artillery (4i"I!itteri>' departed the Khe SaDh area 
for positions at Vandegrift ,tUU048). 

(1) On 25 March there vere 324 helicopter gunship sort.is B flown 
and le B52 strikes totaling, 1;oor tol.ui·~bf'Ordnance resulting tn 152 
secondary explosions qf a magnitude oft.w:.J to'five. There were 236 
Tac Air sorties flo\l11 resulting in two Dter craft, 33 b'a;Dkers, 72 
vehicles, one MCb8 s1 te and nine gun positicns destroyed. There 
vere two bunkers and 24 vehicles damaged, 47 meters of road aut, 
seven interdiction points struck, 30'ene~ KHA, 56 secondary explosions 
and 26 secondary fires. 

26 MARCH 

(1) At 26l225H vicinity ID710440, the 21st Ranger Battalion re­
ceived 5On22mm tockets resulting in one frielXil:1 KIA and four WU. . .. 

(2) At 26l305H, A!2-l7 Cav~ g'!.UlSN-Ps observed and engaged an 
enemy force resulting in nine enemy KBA. ~ 

! • 

J' 
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, I 

(j)"At ?61750H on;QL':9 v.icinity YD055564, an ARvN,convoy received 
small flI'IDS" B40 and 82fllOl. fire ;frpm an estimated enelIlY' platoon" Artil­
lery and AFA were employed resulting in one USKIAf' 'six OS WIA, one 
Vietnamese civilian killed, five ARVN KIA~ two AltVN':'~, two 2t ton 
trucks destroyed and four damagedo 

<it) At 26~lo.H vicin~ty YPP335~1~ an ARVN convoy from Khe Sanh to 
Dong Ha received.: an unknown number:· of mortar rounds and B40 fire, 
resulting in one ARVN KIA, twelve'WIA., three trucks destroyed and three 
trucks damaged. 

, ~, , 

(5) B Battery ~ 1-39 .4!ti;t,~~ry j:;L 75lJ1!tl) moved from Khe Sanh and 
occupied a position at Vandegrift (roo048).. . " 

• . \" .' \ .j"." • 

(gl" On 26 K!Lrch there were 342 helicopter gunship' sorties 
flown and 14 B52 strikes totaling 19140 tons of ordnance resulting 
in 40 secondary explosion~ of a ~itude of tvo to ~ighto There 
were 220 Tac Air,sorties flovn,resulting in 15 bunkers, seven struct­
ures, 48 vehicles and one gun position destroyed. There were two 
water 6r.,.tt.e.nd:·,17 vehicles damaged, 105 meters of road .. cut, 15 in­
terdiction points struck, one,enemy KBA~ 61 secondary. explosions and 
23 secondary fires..' , 

27 MARCH 

U) At 271250H vicintty ~D?.53..3~,·and ID747358, ARVN stragglers 
reported to the CP of TF 1-77 Armor that two US bodies vere found with 
NVA notes pinned to the bodies" Translations read "To all ARVN troops. 
The ~iberation Army is surrounding you now" You have the wey to 
escape. Return to the Liberation Army now. Now is your time and 
chance. Go along QL 9,·and hQld :tp.is, note. We are welcoming you and 
will take you to a safe l-ll.<iLce" ... D!3';"5 Cavalry was employed and lo­
cated the three US bodies and three ARVN bodies at ID735365. The 
bodies were approximately two days old o Air strikes were employed 
adjacent to the bodies, resulting in secondary explosions. De­
stroyed were several covered bunkers and 20 fighting positions. At 
l630H, 0/3-5 Cavalry discovered one US body at ID74;366" 

~) At 271330 to 1530H viCinity ID9725 and ID9420, A/2-l7 Cav­
alry gunships fired on two platoon size NVA forces resulting in 14 
~~mo . 

u) At 27l338H vicinity ID943592~ .1-501 Infantry received small 
arms and 1207mm machine gun fire frola an unknown size enemy force 
resulting in three frie~y'KIA;.fol:!r liIA and ~Olfll' enem,y casu-
alties. .' 

• 

" 
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Vt) At 27l8J5H vic1.Dity 1D94i592:, ,C!;L:':'?Ql Infantry received an 
attack by fire col18istillg of l2I82Da morta;r,s resulting in two OS KIA. 
and four WIA. AlA and stinger were employe¢!. withunknotm results. 

(2) At 271900B vicinity ID85548J, an M55l from. C/3-; Cavalry, 
while moving to a night defensive positlpn,.~etqnated a pressure 
type mine resulting in five US WI! and' causing moderate damage to 
the vehicle. ; '. -

, . ~ \ ~ 

~) At 2722.30B vicinity I0000561, elesi.nts of A/2-506 Infantry 
heard movement around their posi tiona· and t~ee .bagmen tary grenades. 
A search at first light revealed six en~~ KIA, one wounded en~ 
captured, six A'K47s, One :840, ,one 9mm,~, miscellaneoua food, 
ammunition, 20 satchel charges, and other explosives. 

(2) On 27 Marchthe;e: were, ,344 helicopter gunship sorties flown 
and 12 B52 strikes totsling'l,06fJ.tonl,of ordnance resulting in 
1,073 secondary explosions of a magnitude of two to 15. There were 
205 Tac Air sorties resulting in nine: P~"J's, one structure, 49 ' 
vehicles, five cache si tes_; and s1,x gunpa,sitions destroyed. There 
two bunkers, 19 vehicles and two tanks damaged, 73 meters of trail 
cut, sixteen interdiction points struok, four ene~ KBA, 58 second­
ary explosions and 20 secondary fires. ' 

28 MARCH . ( " 'r 
~.\. J;.. '. -.~ .: 

. , r, , 

U) At 28J735H,' FSA ,lat V,811degrif,t~, ~ec~ived an attack by fire 
of l7-l8I122JDm rockets which resnlted :In tbree US WIA, one AlD.G, one 
UBlH, one M::lgas blivet, 1,30lI155mm, 9?I6I8 huts destroyed, and two 
M::>gas blivets damaged. A total of 7,000 gallons of Kogas was de-
stroyed. . " ',.. _" ,",.,,\,,' -, ", ' 

'~ ",1', ,," ~".\.', \~j "~ ;····"··'~f 

(z) At 28J945H vicinity lD962448, Ranger Team 114 (lOlst Airborn. 
Division) made contact \ with an estimated 30 enemy. M::lrtars and AlA 
were employed with nnknOtm results. The team was extracted at: 2S1ll3H 
with three US WIl. A MEDEVAC helicopter received small arms fire 
wounding two crewmen as the aircraft was lifting off. The aircraft 
landed safely at Khe Sanh. A supporting UHJ.H received small arms 
and l2.7mm fire, was forced to made apreoant!ons.t1'- landing, 8lld was 
subsequently extracted. lour crewmembel's of the hel.icopter were WI!. 
A total of 12 friendly WI! were reported. A search of the area by 
groW1d elements revealed six eneDW KIA. 

(3) At 28l355H, vicinity ID9~429" A/4-3 Infantry convoy received 
one RPG round from. vicinity :;1)953429. The un1 t returned fire with 
.50 caliber and mortars. At 1405H, requested gunships came on 
station. !FA on station observed six to seven enelI\Y in the area of 

• 

• 
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ID955450 with one light machine gun, one RPG launcher and six to 
seven '/i¥.47s.. At 1443H an airstrike was called in on ID955456 with 
unknown results. Results of. .the con!iact were two f'rieridly KIA and 
five 'WIA. 

Clt) At 281.435H vicinity ID9~85, elements of 1-501 Infantry 
received small arms" B40 fire and :grenaq.es from four enemy 25 meters 
outside their position resulting in .four US 'Wil. Elements returned 
organic weapons fire" !FA anc;l ~til~~J;'Y.. At 2.81920H ~be same elements 
received addi lional .. small arms fire and B40 fire as well as three 82mm 
rounds resulting in one US KIA and' five WIA. At 282150R elements re­
ceived five rounds of suspected 160mm fire with no casualties or damage. 
Total casual ties for the contactwer,e one KIA, nine WI! and unknown 
enelll1 casualties. " , 

. . 

(5) On ,28 March"there were ,231 helicopter gunship sorties flcwn 
and 11 B52,sirikes totaling 967 tons of ordnance resulting in 55 second­
ary explosions of a magnitude of two to ten. There 'Were 191 Tac Air 
sorties result1ngin28,bunkers, one structure, 58 vehicles, and three 
gun positions destroyed a ,'. There were five vehicles damaged, one neter 
of road cut, three interdiction ,points struck and two enemy KBAo There 
were 75 secondary explosions and 74 secondary fires. 

29 MARCH 
I .,' 

U.) At 291230H vicinity ID910495, elements of TF 3-5 Cavalry moving 
west on Red Devl~", road received small. arms and B40 f:L're from an unknQ.Wll 
size enemy force:l'~sulting :~n",t:wo ',118 KIA, eight 'WIA, one Ml.l3 destroyed, 
one Ml13 and one !M5 51 damaged,,;' The ' area, was searched with negative re­
sults. 

(2) At 29l409H vicinity>,m9635B6~ :one platoon, of A/1-501 Infantry 
received small arms fire, mortar, grenades, ReG and 51 caliber fire. 
Elements returned organic fire and airs trikes were called in at 1530H. 
AFA and artillery were employed resulting in five US 'WIA and unknown 
enemy casual ties. ' 

(J) At 29l405H vicinity XD890404, A US and ARVN convoy traveling 
west on QL 9 received small arms and B40 fire, resulting in one 2! ton 
ammunition truck destroyed. Three other trucks were destroyed and 
one damaged. Personnel casualties were one US KIA, five US WI! and 
five JaW' W'IA. 

~) On 29 March there were 356 helicopter gunship sorties flown and 
13 B52 strikes totaling 1.136 tons of ordnance resulting in 77 secondary 
explosions of a magnitude of two to seven" There were 186 tao Air [;(1;' 

sorties resulting in 28 bunkers~ two structures, 41 vehioles and five 
gun positions destroyedo There were 12 vehicles damaged, 248 secondary 
explosions and 29 secondary fireso 

_ ..... ,-;.1 
'. 
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30 MARCH .. 
':r . 

On 30 Klrch" there were 261·he1~cop:te:r,~ gtmsliip sorties fi~ and 
13 B52 strikes totaling 1,P)8 tons ot ,ordnance resulting in 99seeondal'y 
explosions of a magnitude of .two' to' ,:teni."Tpore were 174 Tac Air sorties 
flown resulting in three watercraft,;24 'bankers, 52 vehicles and six 
gun positions destroyed. There were ;t5;y,~h:1cles destroyed, 49, inter­
diotion points struck, two enemyKBA,' 62 secondary ,explosions and 39 
secondary fires. 

31 MARCH 

U) Between 310300H'and ;63i5H~ Dong.,jl~:dombat Base received 12D.22m.ai 
rockets resulting in one US WIA, one. ARVN wa, three trucks damaged 
and. an unknown amotint of }t)gas and JP4 destroyed. 

(2) Commencing at 310825H, 22 Tac Air sorties prepared four large 
LZs in support of a raid south of the Laotian Salient. The initial 
preparation terminated at 311030H. 1o,w level helioopter reconnaissance 
revealed the presence of antillircraftweapons.. The LZ was· re~epared 
and LZ time rescheduled for llJOH. ,Between 31l050H and 1125H,six 
mre sorties prepared the LZ, and at 31i12~ siX sorties smoked the ' 
LZ vicinity Y0046038. At 3JJi30H a. umH combat assault of a: .)00 nan 
RVNAF force commenced into a cold LZ. The' force consisted of members 
of the Hac Baa Comapny and Re,?onnai ss8tlC,e Compal11 , 1st Infantry Division. 
The raiding force reported no contact, initial~. Search of the area 
of the Arc Light strike revealed 85 enell6" ltBA and 18 weapons destroyed. 
At 311430H vicinity Y0043030, elements received small arms fire re­
sulting in one ARVN WIA,and one enemy KIA with one AK47 captured. ,At 
311630H vicinity YD046038 the force disccvered 12 huts, 27IAK47s, III 
AK50s, one ton of rice,. and one, ton ,of~ition. inclu:ling 60mm and 
82mm roortar rounds. Br,ush fires and 8,.pk.~ ,in the area reduce visibU .. 
i ty and limi ted the use of Tac Air from about 311500H through the end. 
of the day. During the night the force aBsWDed a night d~fense po­
sition vicinity y00403 and reported no contact with enemy forces. Tae 
Air, gunships and !flare'ships were employed in the area. 

{J) During the night 'of 31 March and '1 April, a raiding force re­
ported trucks both north and south of positions vicinity YD0403 •. 
Sightings wore passed to lACs iIl the area. Fixed wing gunships accounted 
for five trucks destroyed vicinity Yool2155. At 0l11l5H_ the raidiIlg 
force found 1,000 gallons of POL and one 1.5 kilowatt generator vi­
cinity YD052026, which had been destroyed by air. They also dis-
covered a cave tlmt had ,been used ,t9 Pid~ t~aek yehicles. Air Cavalry 
and Tac Air engaged antiaircraft posi tiona' iIl the area as planned. . 
Extraction of the raiding force commenced at 011214H from PZ vicinity 
Y005l036. Extraction was completed at 011230H and the force was lifted 
to Hue. 

, , ' 
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(,6.) Beadq).1arter8.1QSth;,ktUl~" Gro:11p iOOVed -its CP trom Khe 

=.:.~a:~ll~~~~~:~~tI=i~~;o~~(Y'1~;f;:i . 
vandegrift .'(YDOO4s), .' I •• " ., 

I " . 

(j) On 31 Ku-ch tbare ~'. '$?, ;~ieOptel' gunship sorties flown 
and 13 B52 8tr~e8.~:tal. ~~, 1,qa:r0~~~~dpallge ree14ting in 93 
secondary explo8i~ns. of a<.~tude:'or ''"'two to vie, The1-e vere 121 
Tao .ur aorties now resw, ting in· 53 bunk.rs. two struotures, 35 
vehicles and £i ve gun posi tiona· deetroyed. There were nine vehicles 
damaged, 14 interdiction points" struok, three enenv KBA,' 57 sscond.ary 
explosions and 27 8econ~! tires., 

o ,~. ., , '....,. • ... 

,-r • , 

1 .uRn. 

<.1) At O1033QB vioin1ty, 
Battalion received ,an attaok bl::1"1". 
resul ting in one 1 friendly KIA .a,u, ..... "' ... 

• "I r ~ ~ " 

~) Air Cavalry elemon:ts pJ:'Q-v:"d~d;.upport" to· ra1~ force op.­
erations in Laos,. and aoco~ , ~ . '.' .·sht,.el1em;r IBA, ·one truax, J tlares 
huts, one bunker, and,·t.b.N,s.c" . Uq tel.de.itt'o18d, , . . 

• ,.' "II )' •• . -r;:' ".' ' .. 
(J) .At 06l5H vicinity 11I125477,.A CllO tU'CI'att,obltl"nd 2O~30 

enenv moving on a trail. PACs pIlt. tW'Q a1zt' .t:dk •• iii the area 1"8. 
sulting in seven" ene. W. Air,;Ca.va.l.:ry elements engagtcLtJlt '·lU'sa 
killing three addi tiona! enem;y.· . ,: 

(J.) .At Oll645Hvioinit1 I.0978585, .elements ot 1-506 Infantr;y re­
oeived llIl22mm rookets whioh impacted 50 meters north of their po-

, 

d tion. JrtUlary and. airstrike •. ~re emplO1Sd against leleoted enell11 
locations vioinity ID983622; rssul.'ting .1ntive enem;y KU, three seoond­
ary tirel, and ~ne rooket launching site destroyad. 

'~) On 1 April there w~ra 371J¥l11oop~e:rSQnlhip Borties flown 
aJld ten B52 strikes totaling S52~""or:dha.nce .re.sulting in 20 
seoondAry explosions ot a magnitUde Of"~'i'lkSti .... , There vare 108 
Tao Air eorties resulting in 1; bunkers, threo struotares, four cache 
sites and toar gun positions desvered. T~. V81" 1S ehem:?' KBA, 
tw vehioles damaged, lUne interdiotion points struok, nine secondar,y 
explosions and three secondary tires. 

2AHUL 
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(JJ The 77th RaDger Border, Defense ,Battalion ,and the 3d Camp4ny., 
79th Ranger Border, DeteruieBattal,iop)IlQTeQ,;:py:v.ehie-le from Khe B!mh 
to Dong Ha closing at 05lS3QR. ' " " " , ' 

, 
<J.) There wer~;, 707'logistical ~ortie'8 floWn, in support ot ,~: " ' 

forces and 207 logistical BO:rti~s fiown iII:1IUpport ot ARVN forces .. , 
fbrae aircraft vere h1tblhostile fi're during the reporting Period 
and all were declar,ed nonf'J.ya,lll.e.: ,Teu, ~~c;.1;" missions were tloWn 
with no BDA reported. ' 
..' . 

~) On 5 April there were, lIS helicopter ~ship sortie~, fiown, 
and llB52 sorties to~~g,,~?3,: ~ll!J,t9..f, ~r.~ance reiUltiDt'1n',. 
14 secondar;y exploe,ions ot a magn1tude"9r;~oto tbree. There ; 
vere 77 Tac Air sorties nown resulting in one b~:,;r: o.~,,~;~,\,~l,. 
62 vehicles and one gun position destro;yed. There were' six,in~ ~, 
terdiction points struck, 78 secondary .e~losionsand 33 secondar7 
fires. 

6 AffiIL 
, \ I. \ ' • " I 

(1) At 060425H vicinity;: YD342462,\/t~. 4:th:~ Battalionre- ._ 
ceived an attack by fire of 50182mm mortar rounds followed by, a 
ground attack from an uriknownsize ~nem;r"force resultj,ng in two, 
ARVN KIA, one ARB VIA, eightenerqy, KIA, ,one 1\1, four AK47s, one 
,B40 rocket l~cher and 50 blocks of dyn~te captured., " 

(z) At 06l00SH, 150 personnel qf the, Hac :&0 COrll:parry conducted: 
a combat assault into ID948209 to exploit Arc Light strikes in the 
area. The;y conducted search operations and encountered no enem;y re­
sistance. Extraction time was 06170SH from ID9421. Resulte ot the 
operation were 1:5INvA;IBA.;J.~7s,'~t~';1?~7mm machine guns, nine , 
tons of rice, one ton of food, 'arid 16Ibil'tfijbunkers destroyed. 

(J) At 061155H vicinity ID973589, B/1-506 Infantry rec~ived small 
arms fire from an unknown size ene~ force in bunkers. Elements 
returned automatic weapons fire and the enemy withdrew. A search 
of the area revealed four NVA KIA. Friendly losses were two US KIA. 

~) The 1st BattalionJ 2d Regiment moved b;y air from Khe Sanh 
to Cam Lo and further moy-ed b;y v~bicle to Dong Ha 010 sing; at 06l200H. . . 

(5) The lsta.Dd 4thBattal:lo~, 54th Reg1!nent lOOved by air .fr~m 
Khe Sanh to Cam Lo' andnIrther' IOOve'd b:Y~v.ehiole to Lang Tho (three 
kilometers southvest or-'Hue) closing.at061430H. . 

. - .. . 

(g) TF 1-77 Armor repositioned ,forces within AO Cheetah covering 
the extraction of the 5th ARVN Regiment. At 061500H, the TF ini tia.ted 

.. I 

,> • 
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.. "MiIDtantrr 
"!M~QR~~~,cthe\J3d. Brigade, 

*: " 
.. ~~,l,.~ 
. :.bI', , air trom 
~i(,.~.~ . .r..ug at 

(§) Ilements ot T7 i-11 .. ' . . 
to Qaang Tr1 Combat Bale,' Phu~iAt\1't. ot_ ~tr.~i!J;,;J~, _1:1 

(2) Thare wen 4l51o,u~~;,;;ili •. no~~ .' llPDor,; 
toree. and 61 logiatioal lor:U~a.Je .• ~ of . 
a1rontt were hit bf holtUe . fa.. ~ the ~_·tJJIiIl11lW2.,CC!. 
Qse crew member vas Vll. Thereftre .16'1'&0 .liz' ,,.t.. .. flow ~;~ ·.rf'']-r 
against eDe. bu:a.ker complexes reeUl t1ng in 14 buDker. c.tIa\r07ed, 
18 bunkers daJDaged, lix NY.l W, ,tWo sustained tires, . teQ secondary 
~ and one w.,7 destrcved. ,'i,r! '. " ,;', ' , 

Ug) .lll bridge recovery operations were CIOmpJ.eW.' All M41'6 
aDd. AVLB 1ridges between Khe Gio ('rna26561) aDd lhe!~ were ~ 
pii4ed to Q:lang Tri. ' ." . .... ," . '/ . ; L . \',... ~ 

. ~ <.' 

W) CD 6 April there were 259-, heliCopter I"~ ~."!1.Oii1 
and 12 B52 .tr1kes totalin&.1,05i tor. ot 01'd:Da1Ibe ~tlnc !!l:'* 
.. aoD!ar7 exp1osione of a uap.1tdde",(St :two to lS, 1'blt:re vere 143 
'1'&0 .l1r sorties novn reeult1bg 1n 35 'ba:nker., 67 veh1a1es, rive 
caoha .ites and three gun posit.161Uh46stro,.d.Ther.':Were 41 veh1oles: r 
damaged, 18 interdicti0I11PO~ta,JBf .. , ',.;~ 'Ie.oo~ e~oliona and .J 
21 seoondary fires, One.: .~~~''I'" ~, .... "". ,~V .:. 

cO<, • ~.i,:1:"':·'~~: ~/~~,,:i - ,," '.. . . , 

: '0 :".;('" j,. . . 
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., . 

• 

. '" 
" "'. .: . ," i· 
<.:t;~':.: . 

't', 
'\ . 

. •. f 



'.,. 
AVII-GC 14 lAY 1971. 
SUBJIDT: Combat Operations After Action Report, DPeration LAMSON'719j

'(iJ) 

12. (C) ReSyttA 

a. Friendly persoImel and equipmen,t'lo~ses by allied forces during 
LAMSON 719. " . , 

(1) Friendly Troops: US RVNAF TOTALS 

(a) Killed 21;, 1,549 1,764 

(b) Wo1m.ded 1,149 5,48.3 5,532 

(c) Hl.ssiDg ~ 651 689 

(2) ir1endly major items of equ1pm!b~' lost or destroyed as a 
result of hostile actions: '.' 

. US RVBAF TOTALS 

(a) S:nal1 Arms Individual .363 2,H.l7 2,470 
Weapons 

•• ;,1' , , 

(b) Small Arms Crew Served ; " ," ,98 .320 418 
Weapons, I • .".; ~~' ~ ....... , ' . 

, ') ~ ~, . 
',1"\'_ r. 

(c) Trucks 67 211 278 

(d) Combat Vehicles 76 87 163 
, ... , . 

'(.) Tanks 17 54 71 

(f) Artillery 4 93 97 
"" -=~,. i~, "':;""'!;'.~;.i. ~~\~~~~ ~ .. 

(g) Radios 
~;,,'" ,61 .. ' .. - 1,516- 1,577-

(h) Bul';I.dozers ' . 6' .31 .37 

*Figures provided by RVNAF and used as the basis for requisitioning replace-
ment items. ' , . 

b. EneD\Y 'personnel and equipment losses as reported by Beadq~terB 
I Corps.'"Varianoes in the number of enemy tanks and ammunition destroyed 
exist between US verified and ARVN reported figures. RVllAF figures in­
clude enem,y killed by Tae Air aoo ~52 strikes. 

(1 ) Enemy losses oaused by: 

(a) Killed 

(b) Captured 

US 

4,795 

8 " " 

- -. 

: ~ . , 
.' . 

. . ' t"~" ': 

. l,f! "\' 

, . 

. '.; - " . ~, ' 

RVNAF 

14,565 

49 

, , . 

TOTALS 

19,.360 

57 
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(2) Enemy equipment captured or destroyed 

(a) Individual weapons 5,170 

(b) , Indi vi d1,lal, C~eW:$~~;'v~ed,' '1, 963, ~ 
. Weapons ,.' .' . 

(c) Vehicles 

(d) Combat Vehicles 

. , 
2,001 reported by USAF(RVNAF ground 

troops confirmed 422 trucks) 

11 

(e) Tanks " , .. ,' CI.,,.: 1(6 (US,verified 88) 

(f) Artill~q /mort are " \ " 1. '~ ... ' 13/93 

(g) ,Radios 1 . 

(h) Ammuni tion ' 

(i) '. Rice 

98 . 

170,346 tons (us verified 20,000 
tons) 

1,250 tons : 
. ..") ,\". '" 

c. Of the 615.target',boxe·s'e~ruck by- Are Light strikes, BDA by 
ground troops was conducted on 55 targets. '!be tactical si tua tion pre­
vented friendly forces from conducting a greater percentage of strike 
assessments. 

13. (C) Administrative Matters. 

a. Adequacy- of Plans & There vere no significant Gl probl€:lll areas 
encountered during ~h~-'actUflL·collfi.uct. of, the operation. However, tlE 
following problems vere ass6c:G~ted"Wi ib the planning stage: 

(1) Personnel strength and casualty- reporting procedures should be 
established during the planning phase to insure that all un! ts are pre­
pared to submit the required data and a corrmunicatlons sy-stem 'can be es­
tablished to provide timely reportingo 

(2) The Gl and other staff sections with responsibility for ad­
ministrative functions were precluded from active participation in advance 
planning of any significant amounto This forced administrative support 
to be provided piecemeaJ; ;however it p:rov.d 'ad'equate •. · "J' 

.' , 
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b •. ' Treat~t and.eva~Uati~n of c~ualties. US medi~ personnel 
performed as true professionals and rend~red outstandib.g ,medical sup~'t 
\Dlder adverse conditions. that were f~th~r complicated by language problems 
which caused occasional delays or cancellations of medical support due to 
the inability to communicate~ For tm A:WN medical units and facil1 ties, 
Operation LAMSON 719 was an invaluable experience. . Their medical op­
erations got off to an initial slow starji, 'but with assistaDCe:and. gu1<t-

, ence fran their US advisors they became fully organized and operatiOns:';. 
At the close of the operations, ARVN. medical un~ts had great confideDC'~ 
in the.U abil11:iY to provide':Imdical suppprt (see Annex B (Personnel and 
Administration), 

c. ,Ibgistics 
.:; : I ~ >. 

(1 ) The basic plan visualized' t1SASpPCOM 'DNG' establishing a US 
base in the vicinity of Quang Tri. As the attack proceeded toward 11:1, 
Sanh, a forward support .area (FSA 1), was to be :established in, the vicin­
ity of Vandegrift, and be operational on J)-Day. As QL 9, which is a ODe­

way defile between Vendeg:t:'ift ~.Khe· Sanh was· improved, FSA 2 was to be 
established in the second· v:i,o~n1~'i>b;YriJlt4,~d·.Vcame operational by 0+6. 
For 11 days, (from 0+7 to-. .&41~4RV1ftC)rces.in the lOle Sanh area were to 
be supported franFSA 2 with ,Class: V .. to allow: build-up by I ALe in the 
forward areas. '. 

(2) The stockage objectives quoted 'in days, were .1;, ~~#~r~1:'fOl' 
BSA, FSA 1 and FSA 2.respectivel.;r. It,was visualized that· oiie ... 'Wey"~fio 
along QL 9 between FSA l' and FSA 2 would be the' limiting factor on ton-
nage that could be moved overlaId.' kcordin,ly, -planning incorporated 
delivery b;y Cl)O aircraft of 500 tons dailyinto,Khe Sanh airfield, be-
ginning at Di-4. Inclmed in the 500 tons vere48,OOO gallons dally of 
JP4 to ~e delivered by Cl)O ftbladder birds~ Further visualization re-
quired the delivery by truck·o:f·l,OOO·tons j)er day to FS! 2. ARVN Class 
III requirements were to be met from US stocks at FSA 2. Subsequent to 
0.17, airlift into the ~e Sanh airfield would be devoted to ARVI support • 

. " 

d. All support was to' be rendered by the 26th General SUpport Q:ooup 
of the Da Nang Support Command. _ 'Ibis is a normal support arrange~n t for 
US forces in Vietnam. However, as XIIV Corps vas the senior US head­
quarters, close and continuous coordination and liaison were required. 
The location of the headquarters of the 26th General Support Group til 'T.' 

the vicinity of XXIV Corps he~dquarters vas extremely helpful. Repre­
sentatiges of ~. DSC or 26th General Support Group were included in all 
XXIV Corps briefings and planning conferences (see Annex D (l.ogistics~). 

14. (C) SpeUal Equipment or Techniques. 

a. Cavalry-!ngineer Team. A technique exploited by the 1st Brigade, 
5th Infantry Division (l!fech) dm-ing the Operation L.AMS:>N 719 lias the mech­
anized engineer armored cavalry road building team. The cavalry-engineer' 
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t88ll usuallY,cons.isted ~f ODe\'DI[9c.b:aJlized engineer platoon vi th one or two 
bulldozers plus one armored cavBlr.1 platoon. 7b1~ organization M8S able 
to provide a highly armed road btdlding team on restricted gradQs and ter­
rain whichl1m1 ted the ~e .of wheeled' vehicles~ •.. i-..... ~. .'. er road vas oon­
structed r-apic:U7.tbr~ughrugged ,terrai:~ . and s:teep;.'~s. . As required, 
the grades were reduced and the·rp,ed.·s.ur.f'ace impr~ved. for wheeled vehicles. 
!be armored vehi:cle also ~v1dedrapid reconnaiseanc:e ill areas wi th high 
elephant grass. .It ·j,ssignific~t~t :during the entire operation cav­
alry-engineer teams vere attacked only twice when the road building was 
pushed into know ueas ot enemy operation. 

b. Remote cont.rolled amb.1lBh. Remote .controlled cls;rmore mechanical 
ambushes we"·employed .. i,n. opnJ.Wi-q:Gi~ti~t1l. sensor devicelt b7 theIst Bri­
gade, 5th .. Infantry .. D1v1&ion (~ch),>.:·tdth:,~at1sfactorY' res1l1ts. It is rec­
onmmended ,·that this tecbn1quebe developed for increased use ·of. the system. 

c. Perimeter Defense. On semi-fixed fire bases and patrol bases, 
it vas essent1alto reposition armored .... ehicles on the perimeter after 
dark. This technique denied the enem:;ylm.owledge ofveh1cles and weapons 
positioning and denied the 'enemYiaccurate knowledge of the defensive p0-
sitions. .': '., . 

. , . 
d. Resupply in .eas of Rugged Terrain. The value of the !ol548 car­

go carrier ;was demoDStrated dailg;.iD..·the ,resupply of armored ·units. Many 
units were located ·in terrain "that ,coald 'Dot be negotiated by wheeled 
vehicles •. The successtul' deliverx'.of necessary auppl1esby M548s per­
mitted ccmbat ·operations .tQ COJ;l.t1nUe with miniIllU1l interruption. 

·1,'''' , . , 

e. Rigging. A field expedient vas used for Flame Drop Operations in 
an attempt to overccme the shortage ot green tape and padding material used 
to pad the metal parts of cargo nets and s .in tlame drop operations. 
The lOlat Airborne D1visi-on 'I'.'ionaot'· ~ 
UD.erv1.o •• ble .1im~ ·t'abt.'.;' .~'. Jietal ring 
OJ! . oU'ili.a43 thecrilbb8i,~. . Uf' p laoe wi th 
nylon coni. ' 

f. Generator use. In order to reduce the number of generators re­
quired to power FM radios in the division TOO (FWD), ,tbe laI.st Airborne 
Division (Amhl) used. rectifiers trom ~ radio set. _d' powered. by an AC 
generator to power FM radios. '!his treed DC generators for use at fire 
support bases and ground relay station sites. 

g. LZ Preparation. A technique in fire planning for the prep­
aration ot an LZ used by' the I Gorpe ArtillerY' ColllllaDder was the division 
of a LZ into a quadrant for each fire support Ileana available. Tao Air, 
AFA, artillery and-cwaehips oould.be employed simultaneously when con­
currently available. This technique can be considered based upon variables 
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such as size of LZ, ava1lab1l1t;r, of f1:re, suppo.,rt,·,J;u.,e availa:t>le.prior to 
insertion, eto. ~""; n' 

h. Aro Light Stri4es •. In attempts to oounter enemy strmg pointe 
situated on prominent terrain features; GVN forces requested Arc Light 
strikes on these targets in preference, to Tac, Air strikes. It vas felt 
that tll!l heavy target saturation compensated for ordnance that \las de­
livered on the target by Tao Air ard fell on, the slopes of the ,position 
causing little or no damage to strong point;; positioDB. To further in­
crease the effectiveness of saturation bombing a two by one kilometer 
box instead of three by one kilomete~ box \las ,suggested. 

. . ,:"", , ~ .~ ," .t'; ,.j ,)( , 

i. Artillery to SIlpple~'~:f Arc "L1gbi~,;,Strikes. ,4 technique. developed 
to supplement Arc Light strikes involv~, a; 2~30 m1nutearUllery prep­
aration on dra\ls and straam beds adjacent to target areas ;:priqr to' the 
strike •. During and immediately:.a.fterthe strike, heavj,:!,ires weredellv­
ered along ei tmr side of the long axis of the target box. 'l'hirty minutes 
to one hoor after the strike, fires wre suddenl.y delivered into the target 
box i teelf. This \las reported to be an: effective ,lDea.:a.e of forcing adj a­
cent enemy Wli ts into the target box and· inflicting casualties on search 
teams who entered the box to ,look ,for, survivors of the strike. 

-... 
j. Joint Coordination Group. \ 

(1) Background." ' ":" 

(a) Early in Phase II it became apparent that greater coord1nat~on 
was required betveen I Corps and XXIV Oorps in planning the use of 
US assets in support of the EMfAF effort in ~os. '!he in! tialohannel 
for requests went from Commai:lding, GenerAl, I Corps located at 'lAC OP at 
Khe Sanh to I Corps Forward,' atjDong Ha·~,to, XXIVporps Forward at Quang Tri, 
where tasking missions ~.;were' Passed \rto :S:pprc>'pr1ate US agencies. The need 
for a coordination facility that oOuld keep the Commanding General, I Corps 
and his staff advised of available assets to serve as a l)asis for decision 
making became manifiest when requirements could not be met fran available 
assets. 

(b) To remedy this situs. tion, a joint coordination. group to serve' as 
the xnv Corps Commanders personal ,liaison with the Oommanding' General, 
I Corps vas formed. The group vaS direoted by a general officer and staffed 
wi th representatives from XXIV Oorps G3, Corps Artillery, the lOlst Abn 
Divisica (Amhl) and US 4ir Foree. The group provided information on avail­
able US assets to the Oommanding General, I Corps and his staff permitting 
them information was then passed to XXIV Oorps (Fwd.) TOG for translation 
into required orders to us units. :. 'c;\',., '",,~ ,< 

(2) Establishment. 

'"', ..... 
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:<11 :::·:On.l ,March the JOG wa~'::e8tabllshed at I Corps TAO OP nth the 
OoJllJl8Jlding General, mv Corp8'Artillery serv1n~'a8 its .head •. rbe Assistant 
D1~s1on Co-aDder (Operations), 10lst Abn Div lAmbl), SSl"YiDg as aviation 
officer, initiated personal coordination with Chief JCG and 

,GO. I Corps. On 3 ·March a USAF air liai801l otticer and a permanent liaison 
. tea. from the 10lst· Abn Div (.A1Ibl) joined' the group aDd a1 4 March 

the group vas completed with the addition of' a representative from G3 
XXIV Corps and OOOSOPS., ,7th .US.A,1r,~orce who partJ.cipated on a ~t-time 
basis. The CO~ .lRVN Artiller,ycommand w~s designated as special assistant 
to CG, I Corps aDd. served as tQe.principal point of contact to Chief, JCG. 

(b' :: '.: Comm.un1catlonsw~~ established by 12th Signal Gt-oup and included 
secure FM nesttoIX:r.V .Corps;· .. (,fWD), ,T(p:andlOlst Abn Div (Ambl); radio 
teletype to I Corps ,(FWD) at DongrQa" 'and laId line CO~1IIrmj cations 
to the other maj or agencies invol veld. in· the operation. 

(.1). Operation. 

(Ii) The success of the JCG was attributable to the tact that the Chief, 
JOG vas1mmediate11available to CG, I Corps and was able to rely CD exten­
sive communications to obtain data and, where necessar,y, the decisions of 
CG, nIt Corps_·.· .. ·r.; ': ,',; f .' 

" 

(b) The Aviation' Officer , . .roG, WaS able to provide current availa­
bili ty data on aircraft and waS thereby able to assist CG, I Corps by pro­
viding information required for his decision. This allowed realistic plans 
to information on helicopter availability_ 

(c) The integration of Wor1D8tion gained f'rom reports of ARVN Com­
manders to. CG,. I Corps and status of'US support elements·involTed in op­
erations in progress permitted the Chief, JCG to make recommendations to both 
CG, I Corps and CG,.~~qorPBp~ lJ.n,the; latter case, when recommendations 
resulted in deciSions atfecting·'employment of US assets, communications 
vere available for the immediate issuance at orders. 

(d) It is important to note that the JCG did not assume any of the fnn­
ctions of the I Corps or XXIV Corps staffs. 

(4) Assessment of JCG. 

(a) The effeotiveness of' the JCG is not subject to quantitiable 
factors. Subjectively, it appears that the JCG provided a vital 'liDk in 
the successful application of US resources in support of' Operation LAMSON 
719. 

(b) The JCG did not and could not supplant the existing advisory 
echelons. Rather;·it,compl.emented·tbe actions of the advisors in that 
it was the source of current information on available US assets. Ad­
ditionally, the JCG facilitated coordination efforts between the advisory 
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", 
elements and XXIV. Corps. . 

I .," 

(0) The use of' a joint coord~ation~'~()up~CQcept is 'WOrthy of con­
sideration in any host countn wbere .. l~ge;Efc~eoperations ar. to be sup­
ported by US forces. . It can. serv~:' to insure. a', 'more effective end effici8!)t 
use of US assets in support of the host COl,Ultq,' commanders IS decisions in 
the accomplishment of his mission. '" 

.• ' r . 

(d) Airmobile operations. 

ll) Command Control. Enough C&C,a1rcraftand parties for continuous 
airborne command oontrol over: each cd tical,. poi nt .in the airmobile operation 
sbould be provided •. A.requir~nt.e;q.st{l.~ for separate air miesion com­
mandersand C&C aircraft . and parti~s,·rq~,:e~ch ,element of the airmobile 
team freeing the senior air mission and, ground, coDml8.lXiers to concentrate 
on tbe combat assault itself with,ful1.confidence that responsible com­
manders wereefrectively bandling all.other .,aspects of the operation. 

@) Reconnaissance. Thorough, early reconnaissance of flight routes, 
landing and piok up zones, and th~ ,e~tireobjective area by air cavalry 
is required in addition to continuous reconnaissance during couduct of 'he 
airmobile operation, particularly·, the.c()l!1~?t·. assaul t. Wi thin an area 
designated by the ground commander~ air, cavalry should select recommended 
landing zones, pick-up zones, flight routes, approacb and departure routes 
prior to arrival of the air mission ani ,ground commanders. In,conjunction 

, wi tb artillery and forward air controllers, the air cavalq commander com­
mences preparatory fires on landing zones!~ approach and departure routes. 
After the ground and air mission commanders arrive at the objective area 
and assume control or preparatory fires, air cavalry continues reoonnaissance 
activities around the objective area and assists in target adquisition 
and direotion of supporting fires. When the ground aIXi air mission com­
manders judge the LZ and approaches to"'be :~dequately prepared for the combat 
assault, they shift supporting fires and direct the air cavalry commander 
to conduct low level. reconnaissance of the landing zone to determine 1't 
it is ready for the combat assault to begin. This final reconnaiasance 
just before the launching or .the combat assaul t is the mst critical re­
connaissance of all. The air mission and ground conmanders u susily ap-
prove the air cavalr,y commander's recommendation either to begin the 
combat assault or to employ additional preparatory firepower. 

(1) Selection of landing zone. Practices and patterns in selecting 
landing zones should be varied. Constructed LZs should be used in pre­
ference to natural LZs and slope and lower ground LZs should be used in 
prererence to high ground LZs. High ground landing zones are Vulnerable 
to preregistered enemy mortar and artillery f~rea and permit eneD13 weapons 
on surroWlding low ground .300 degree coverage of, approaoh 8Ild departure 
routes. Landings zones on slopes and on relatively low grotmd are leBS 
likely to be anticipated by theenemw, less likely to receive preregistered 
indirect fire attack, am offer 80100 defilade from en~ fires. ' ' 
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(~)Determinationof Lz tiDIEh .. LZtime and the coranencement of a 
canbllt assault are ~eyed 'b:> adequate 'firepower ,preparation of the laming 
zone and approach and ; departure routes rather. than to aD. .. W.tr.ari;Ly pre­
determined time. ,Thegr~und.aM :a1r .. mission commanders have the authority 
to establish LZ times wh~ever they ,decide· that the LZ has been adequately 
prepared by supporting firepower for safe insertion of the troop-11ft 
aircraft. 

l' ." 

(2) Firepower •.. Co~centr~;t«.l, ;'~8ivevolumes of 'firepower are: placed 
on lan:iing ,zones,' adjacent al'leas+ ~ ,along approach and departure routes 
prior to alL combat ·assual ts. 'i Air >strikea, artillery:.aJld. armed helicopter 
fires are employ8d in the preparator)" fires. or these fires, air strikes 

, are the most destructive and decisive. At a time the ground and air mission 
commsnders consider the landing~zone~andapproaches to have Dean adequateiy 
prepared, with firepower, they .~h1ftthe fires 'b:> adjacent areas and seM 
the air cavalr)" to conduct low-level. recoImaissance. If the air cavalry 
draws eneJD1 fire, or sees, enemya~~iv1 ty or installations or suspicious 
areas wh1chthey; J.tldge to ;:require Cldd;i tional preparatory firepower, the 
reoonnaissance eoDll1allder :z:-ecommends 'resumption of pre para tory fires. 'Ihe 
fires are resumed until once again the ·ground and air.mission commanders 
decide that the tl.ne has come to shif·t the fires and have tlEl air caTalry 
conduct anot;er'low-levelreconnalasance. (Illy when the air a.wry 
recommends'aDd the ground and, air .comanders decide that the landing zone 
and approach route firepower .preparation is adequate, does the air mission 
oommander launch the combat assault. When the combat assault begins, 
supporting fires shift 'b:> adj scent targets. 111e supporting fires continue 
until the oo:q,atLas~ault is completed. All commanders should be 
alert to thepos.Bib,il1tY,of. t~ IVA 'conoealing themselves and withholding 
fire during' the· air· cavalry t s low ,J.evel . reoonnaissance·in order to deli var 
surprise fire ag8inst the· troop, l1f.t aircraft when they enter the landing 
zone. 

. ."\ ',' 1¥'" ,,,. ,_. 

(2) Air strikes •. : The ma:~~ive~ firepower provided by air strikes is 
especially useful in support of airmobile operations, par$ieularly combat 
assaults. Multiple B52 strikes frequently begin preparatOry fires on ob­
jective areas. for combat assaults. Tactical air strikes are employed to 
assist in preparing landing zones and approach and departure routes for 
combat assaults. Ideally, a forward air controller is continuously over­
head and air strikes are scheduled on station every ten or fifteen minutes 
from beginning of preparatory fires until completion of the combat assault. 
In LAMSON 719, both Vietnamese and US commanders normally gave first pri­
ority or air strikes to support of combat assaults or extractions, and it 
required a senior commander's decision to change this priority of allocation 
at air power. 

(1) CBU smoke. Prior to in! Ual touchdown of the first aircraft in 
the combat assault, and ideally,.lasting for the duration of the larding of 
the troop lift aircraft, USAF aircrart lay down a smoke screen mixed with 
casualty producing eBU munitions to screen the downwind flank of the 
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landing zone from enemy-fires and observation. A minlmwn of four sets 
of air are required to provide a rea~onab17' itf'fe¢tivesnioke s01'een. Con­
siderable care is taken to insure ltbat t,be;smoke does riot drift over and. 
obscure the landing zone i taeU • 

(§.) Flight routes. Flight routes are plar!ned to avoid known enemy 
AAA veapons and to pass overfrien.dl1 positions'vhenpossible, tbas pro­
viding sate he.Ve~.;for.aircraft and c.reve .t.hat m81 be forced to land. 
Flight routes;t~"~··v.ar·led and changed from day to day and mission to 
mission depending upon the location of Mendly" units and enemy All weapons. 

(i) Low level, nap. of the earth flight. Under certain circnmetances 
combat assaults, resupply: missions, and medical evacuation vere better 
oonducted by low level, nap of the earth flight rather than by" high 
altitude flight •. A1rcraft~flying ·thenap of the earth present fleet1ng 
targets to 8neDl1 gunners and' gai*surprise by their 'sudden and unex· 
pected appearance·a the ltllding zone andqnick departure. WbEil this 
tactic is:'.u.aeJ, 8.' guide aircraft· must fly at a bigher al ti tude above 
the low flying aircraft to vector them to their objective. Nap of the 
earth flight is often appropriate and effective vhen aircraft :fly into 
a firebase or frieru:Uy position·. sur~ounded 'by enemy who use "hugging" 
tactics and place accurate fire on the ··landing ·zones. 

(JQ) Approaches to and departures from landing zones. Steep, rapid 
descents to and ascents from landing zones while maintaining varying 
veloe! ties in three directiom reduces:' the effecti venesa of fire against 

. aircraft fro. enemy weapons located near the: ,landing Zale and along 
approach 8Dd departure routes. Approadhes and departures normally fol­
lowed the same route in o~er. to take ma.:d..mum advantage of the prelanding 
reconnaissance and preparato~firepower •. . . 

(11) "Secure" laming alld . pick uP' ~ones. Secure laOOing 'and picl 
up zones did not exi~t in LAMSON 719. Fr~endly firebases and positions 
were so small and widely d,i'spersed and ene~ forces and weapons so numerous 
and pressed in so close to friendly forces and poSitions, that eve~ landing 
zone and pickup zone in Laos was potentially·and usually subject to ell~ 
fire. Consequently, eve~ airmobile operation vas planned as a combat 
operation, complete l(ith reconnaissance aOO fire support. ,Proximity of 
friendly forces inhibits use of defensive fires during missions ioto 
"secure" LZs and PZS. Commmdsr s and aviators prefer going into 
new LZa by combat assault supporte<i:'ilvunrestricted firepower rather than 
into the so called "secure ll LZs and PZs where friendly troops locations 
inhibit employment of supporting aOO defensive fires. 

(g) Breaking off a combat assault. The lOOst difficult decislon a 
commander must make during an airmobile operation is to break off or 
interrupt a combat assault once it has begun. When the landing of troops 
has begun, the pressures are great to continue the combat assault until 
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aUtroo~s,a~~~n th~;gr~un~. ',~~::~~~ ri~e aga~n~t.troc.\.ll£t' aircraft 
entering; and departiDg,the",landixlg.·zope, becomee so heavy .an~ccurate and 
aircraft· and human, losses becpme,(so great, that the success of, the combat 
assault ,is jeopardized, the,:commander IllUst, break: off the combat assault 
and create conditions that perJU,t: its resumption. There are several actions 
the commander, can ,take. 't9 res~.an. interrupted c~~f. He can use 
additional firepower, ohangeapp~ach and departureroute8 and altitudes, 
aircraft touqbit.own, points, or. the landing zone i t.elt., , Troope already in 
the landing, zone can assist b.r~~tac~ingapd destroying enemy forces and 
weapons and, by, sedur!ngthe,original, or ,an alternate landing zone. At 
such time, there is"a premium ,on the imaginativeness, resourcefulness, 
dete~nation, and professional competence of the ground, air mission, and 
air cEfalry commandf:!'s, CiS vell as on the courage and will of the aircraft 
crevs and ground troops. 

(Ii) Senior commaIXler aloft." A senior ai~bilecommander should 
be aloft over the o.perational: area ,during the crucial phases of airmobile 
operatiOns,. partioularly during' ,combat assaults and extractions. This 
senior commander is separate ,frpm the ground and air mission commanders. 
His presenoe expedites decis,ion making aDd coordination and facili iates 
acquiring additional resour,ces needed ,to support the operation. The 
senior airmobile oommunder. monitors appropriate radio nets, follows the 
action closely" prov,ides guidance to ,the, air mission comman:ier, keeps 
higher headquarters :informed, and calls for add! tional resources or 
support as needed. He ,is a decis,ion maker and expediter. M:>st importantly, 
the senior airmobile commanderalott receives the recommendations of the 
air mission and grouDdcommanders and persormally makes ~.Jie.crucial "go" 
or "no go" decisions tor crucial, ccmbat assaults and extractions. This 
command arrangement is essential for a combined operation such as LAMSON 719 
The principle may be equally:valid for unilateral US ~ airmobile op­
erations. 

15. (0) Evaluation ... ,,:," : . .,.-, 

a. LAMSON 719 was/~tl,~ombr~ed:' operati'C)l~~co&ruCied under un1que~c:tjo..; 
cumstances. 'An interna:tionalbound8.l7 defined and restricted the op­
erations of the forces involved •. There vas no single command of the 
tva nation force and ARVN forces were operating in Laos without the 
possibility of reinforcement or direct support from US ground forces 
and without the traditional assistance rendered by the US advisors. Ad­
ditionally, ARVN forces operated out of their traditional areas of oper­
ation against large, well equipedconventional en~ foroes. 

b. As such, Operation LAMSON 719 vas a real test of the effect­
iveness of the RVNAF and the Vietnam!zation program. A noteworthy 
consideration is the f~ct that for the first time in the conflict 
the RVNAF· could conduct two' 'si'mUltaneous out-of-country operations 
vitbout Jeopand~a1ng. the security of the populated areas in South Viet­
nam. Aside from the measurable local effect, this in itself vill have 
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an as yet undetermioedimpact on North Vietnamese plans and operations 
in the future. The eneIlli1w111 no longer be a'Qle to assume ,the; lmpuni ty 
from attack: haMd in 'Laos~aDd Cambodia~prior"to'19'70. Far reaching 
effects will be felt in the-dimiilution of,<"supplies 'and ,forces available 
to support his operatiOl1s in, South Vietnam and against 'the Royal Laotian 
and Cambodian forces in their respective countries. 

c. The operaticmal,lessQDS learned 'and tactics 'deveoped will 
prove to be invaluable when properly appJ.ied tof'uture plaDlling and 
operations. Specific tactics, and lessonS ,lauDed 1n each ana of in­
terest are a,ldressed in detail in, ;the:,re~pec;t.ive Amlexes of this 
report. For this reason the tactics aDd,lessons' learned tiill be 
addressed in general terms as they applied ,to the entire operation. 

(1 ) Command and control. ' 
,~ ,. , \ , \ - i , " .. J '.", •• ,1,' f'.t.' , 1 

(a) The lack of', un1ty', of,' coJDlD8lld~;anQ,~tbe' existence of two equal 
headquarters in the' sane' general ,area wi tb over'lapping tactical areas 
of interest compounded problems generated by lack of' information of 
available assets reqUired by staffs to conduc t viable planning. A 
great deal of' the difficulty was headsd. off' by io1 tial joint planning. 
lbwever, due to the close-hold. nature"of,tha operation, the planning 
staff was extremely small and it later became necessary to establish a 
joint coordination group to serve 88 personal liaisoo to the Commanding 
General, I Cor~. 

(b) In an attempt to enforce the strictest security meas~es, infor­
mation on plans aDd operations was often withheld until the latest possible 
moment before staff planning aM. coordination vae begun. GO,:l Corps 
had to veigh the' advanta~ ~qt, ~~h~~JIl1Ia~N..."tt'the;:,los8, of" ~ I.' 
~upport ,GIl informed properly directed statf could ofter. On the other 
hand, eOmJllunications security ,was often violated by the use of'inon-sec­
ure .D08IiIUnicetions lines to discuss plans and intentions Y1i th key sub­
ordinate commanders. Communications security is the key to operation41 
securi ty and any advan~age' t~ :,close-hold .. plf¥lA1ng was often negated by the 
failure to properly apply'comunication security techniques. 

,(a) Operations. , 

(a) The mobility granted anARVN CODDnander in Laos by American 
helicopter assets was 1.Dldo~tedly' on of his 'greatest advantages over 
the enemy. z.bbili ty must also be considered in terms of economy of 

< force so as to provide·mass at any'point. Reliance on helicopters 
as an almost exclUSive means of transportation, rartieularly over minimal 
distance and for low priority missions, constituter1 a misuse of an in­
valuable aBf:leti' 

, 
(b) The i~ilure of RVNAF, to actively patrol and operate away from a base 

allowed the enemy to bring bis fil'e teame W1th.1.11. S2JIII1 mortar range of' 
n:rebases, inflict casualties, hamper ~AO 'and. resupply operations, 
and ev~ntually build suffioi6attstrength to enable him to strangle 
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and overtake the position. Thetaoticl! of lJema1ning static on a firebaae 
aDd allowing the enemy to,mass;J.Il.an : attempt to destroy him '.ssive air 
power, artillery and guIlshipe :trfiLDSfered, the initiative ,to the enemy 
and allowed him to tie down 'forc~p, inflictoasualties by attrition and 
attcck at the time of his choosing. ,. As such. the whole traditional 
concept of the fire support base as, .used by both US foroes and RVNAF 
must be critically examined before .. it,.isused in a Dlid~intensity environment 
as existed in L.oo.ON.7l91!. COn,J+d~rat10n should be giv.en to placing 
tbe fire support base. in other; tb8n: prominent terrain where it Can be 
preoisely located ~pted.:~ ,the enemy. Fire support bases 10-
oated in valleys, taking maximum ~dvantage of cover and concealment, 
employing JOOremortars in rela;tion .. to light artillery to aid in close 
in defense and the movement of ~he !ase b~fore the enemy can locate 
it sutficientlyto mass a¢~:G.,.j.~,': ~","r:;.pf..' ter,aworlCable alternative 
in the type of environment th&t, ,erlried !i';:~ 119. 

(3) Lines of Communication. 

(a) • ThereverEtbasically two, . lines .or canmunica~ion; one air aoo 
one ground, for the forces committed to LAMSON 719. Within the bound­
aries of the A'IiVN, QL 9.\I8.s secured. by ,US forces who horeened and conducted 
a mobile defense against a dete~mined en&~ effort to interdict this 
road. As ARVN foroes proceeded ~Jte6. ttU.,;~tpctiOl'l could not be 
extended. The reliance on heJ..icopter l'IlOVelIIent "haa already been d'a­
cussed, but QI.; 9 inside Laos.was the only ground,~',available to the 
Armored brigade. Problems enc'OUIlwed; along tnts l"CQte point out the 
requirement·to·secure a'ground,LOC~t.or toroes that :ar""'.ir trans-
portable or a1nnobile. Failure to'maneuver off the main road and the in-
ability to evacuate damaged vehic1es from the route sericuely hampered 
movement along the route of ~1thdra~1 and caused the significant lose 
er tanks, armored personnel carriers and other equipment. 

J, .', .;' , ", '.. ~ t· .... , '\ \.1 " 

d. While the total eff'ectsof'LAMsoN ?19 may not be completely 
evaluated for some time to come, conclusive results that can be stated 
are: 

(1) Ebemy plans for movement of supplies and equipment south cruring 
the months of February and March ~ere changed by LAMSON ?19. 

(2) Enemy, un1t~ and replacement personnel enroute south were di­
verted to the eaemy fortes opposing ~~ON 719. 

, 

(.3) Thousands of tons of s.mmuni tion, POL and other supplies and 
equi}lllent ~ere destroyed. '!he enemy hed planned to use these supplies 
in support of future operations and planned on stockpiling large quan­
tities of supplies in Base ~ea 604. In addition to cons~mdng large 
quantities of supplies while engaging friendly forces committed to 
LAMSON 719, the enemy had to remove supplies already~red in Northern 
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MiUtary Region 1 and move them back to his base areas. 

(4) Enemy personnel ·losses w~re extremely heCiVY. While these 
losses can eventually berepl,:acet\,the requirement to replace losses 
in suchre~n'ts as,thelst. ve, ,29th, 36th, ~th and 80,3d will draw 
off replacement personnel- programmedf.or :other·un1ts aDd will probably 
oause the main fO.rce and loc\!. forceuni1:;s ~ have a low priority tor 
replacements for an extendediieriod. '. . , . 

(5) Detailed'knowledge is DOW available concerning enemy depot 
locations, POL pipelines, and road networks in Base Area 604. This 
knowlt'dgeis PeJ;'mitting lOOre pm oise targeting and assisting ~n the 
further destruction ot enemy storage, areas, truck parks, depots and 
other logistic installations.' . 

(6) LAMSON 719 has added to the confidence and experience of the 
RVNAF. The exploits of individual. officers, the men and their arms has 
added to the history; and tradi tiona oft:those uni.ts that p(:;rticipated. 

16. (U) Recommendations. In the weeks and months &pead, US advisors 
and commanders who work loTi th and support RVNAF must stress the n ote­
worthy performance and achievements of the RVNAF and the general positive 
aspects of the results and effects of LAMSON 719. The RVNAF ne~ to be 
reassured that their efforts and sacrifices during LAMSON 719 were Sig­
nificant in furthering the overall GVN effort against continued NVA ag­
gression against the Republic of Vietnam. At the same time, advisors 
must tactfully stress the correction of deficiencies determined during 
the operation, and take those actions necess~'y to maintain the forward 
momentum of the RVNAF. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

15 Amlexes 
A - Task Organization 
B - Personnel and Administration 
C-- IntelUgenoe 
D - Logis tics , 
E - Civil Military Operations 
F - Air Support 
G - Artillery 
H - Aviation 
I - Chemical 
J - DEPCORDS 
K - .Engineer 
L - Information 

,r " ~-;.. <) 

, '"';" •. J 

"··U ~~roR' 
Lieutenant Colonel, 
Adjutant 'General 

M - Signal 
N - USH:: Support 102 

Z - Distribution List 
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SEE DISTRIBUTION 

Attached herewith as inclosures 1 through 5 are pages 103 through 107 
. (figures 1-5) to Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation LAJt'SON 
719, for addition between page 102 and Annex A, basic reportt 14 May 1971. 
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