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XXIV Corps ,: ':" " 
HQ, XXIV Corps, 

loath Arty .Gp. " '; . 
8th Bn~4t~ Arty." " 
2d Bn,,94th,jArty . .\,:',' , 
let Bn,. 3?th.A,rtr (~) (D+j30) 
1st Bn,·44th Arty'A~Sr(~) 

45th EngrGp {OFCON, D-l.3j6.D;t~ 
14thEngrBn(CBT) : '., ' 

,630th Engr Co (tW) 
511 th Engr Co (PB) 
59th Engr to .. (~) (tC), "I, 

27th Bugr Bn (cm) (-). "", ' 
591st Engr Co (LE) I' : ,;, .. ~·,c .';.;,' , •. , , ,~, >-': 

I .' 'I ',," ",;. : • 

504th MP Bn (-) 
300th MP, Co . (OPCON) , 

2l2th CAB 

:'1 '; . ' 
. \ 

"" ';" 

; I 131st Sttrv .Aerial.Co ; 
220th Recon. Airplane Co : ' 

I ~'~ i .~ '. i ' If: ... , 

101st Abn Div (~bl) .( -) :'. 
101st Abn ,niv Arty, (_) :. !i.' :,,:.~,: , 

2d Bn (AlIbI) "11 th ·Arty,· . '. 
2d Bn . (Amhl) 3l9thArty ',i """ 
4th Bn ll 77th AFA"(Amb1), ;;::). 

Co B, 326thEngr ;Bn (Amb1) 
1st Bde, lOlst Abn Di v CAmbl), (Res) 
3d Bde, 101st Abn Div (Amb1) (D+30 to D+67) 

let Bn, 501st Abn Inf (D+25 to D+67) , '. 
2d Bn, 502d Abn Inf (OFCON 3d Bde, lOlst Abn Div) 
1st Bnll 506th Abn Inf JD.+47 .. to·Di:671. . ' 
2d Bnll 327th Abn Int'(D+291~tci: D+48) 
TF 326th (OFtON) (~) (&-1\o'D+17) 

Co A, 326th Engr Bn (Ambl) (+) 
59th EOD Det (-) 

1Q1st Combat Aviation Group 
10lst Avn Bn (AB) (Amb1) (D-l to D+67) 
15ath Avn Bn (AB) (Amb1) (D-1 to D+67) 
l59th Avn Bn (AM)! (Ambl) (D-l to D+67) 
5th Trans Bn (0-1 to D+67) 
14th Avn Bn (OPCON) (D+2 to 0+63) 

7lst ABC (D+25 to D+59) 
ll6th ABC (D+34 to D+36 & D+50 to D+53) 

(D+26 to D+67) 

174th ABC (D+25 to D+67) 
l32d ASHe (D+25 to D+63) .................... ~.. ~ .~,,' .. .~. DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR 

INTERVALS; DECLASSIFIED 
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223d Avn Bn BRC (OreON) (D+2 to D+67) 
48th ARC (D+2 to D+67) 
173d ARC (D+2 to D+67) 
282d AHC (D+34 to D+36 & D+50 to D+51) 
235th,AWC (D+281to'D+56) ., 
238th AWC (D+2 to D+56) 
D/227th AWC (D+28 ,to D+66) 
179th ASHC (D+23 to D+66) 
756th Ned ' 

. I 
2d Sqdn (Amb1), 17th Air Cay 

C/7/17 Cay Sqdn (OPCON) 
B/7 II Cay Sqdn (OPCON) 

67th Mad Gp , 
i 237th Mad Det 
, 571st Mad Det , 
34th Gen Spt Gp (-) 

34th Avn Det (DS) ., 
34th Co Spt Gp (Al6S)' 

58th Trans Bn 
610th SG Trans Co 

I , " • 

. ;., . 142d DS Trans Co 
263d GS Ave1 Co 

, .. ~' \ '. 

MHHS 463d, 1st MAW (OPCON Dtl) 

1st Bde, 5th In£ Div (Mech) (Rei~) '(OPCON 101st Abn Div (lmbl) 
., 'D+32 to D+67) I 

1st Bn, 11th Inf '(Mech) 
3d Bn, 187th Abu . In.f, 101st AbnDiT \ (OPCON ,D .. l to D+67) . 
1st Bn, 61st In! ·(Mach) (OPCONI0lst:Abn Div (1mb1) Dt26 to 0+31 

and 0+57 to D+67) (11th Bde, 23d Diy ]}+-32 
,<"" ,~ ", ~to, D+~t.,r,." '?,,!'" 

3d Sqdn, 5th Cay' " ..' . .' 
1st Bn, 77th Armor 
5th Bn, 4th Arty '(DS) 
1st Bn, 82d Arty (-) 23d Div (Atch) (DS) (D-l) 
Co A , 4th Bn, 12th Armor 
Co A, 7th Engr 
Co P,'75th Ranger 
298th Sig Co 
Co B, 23d Mad Bn, 23d Div (QPCON D+3L to D+48) 
75th Support Bn . 
Trp F, 8th Cay (OFtON D+2 to D+67) 

11th Bde, 23d Inf Div (OreON 101st Abn Div (Amb1) D+32 to D+66) 
1st Sqdn, 1st Cay (OPCON 1st Bde, 5th In! Div (Nech) D-1'to D+56) 

(OreON 101st Abn Diy (Ambl) D+67) , 
2d Bn, 1st In! (D+21) ... 
4th Bn, 3d In!, 23d Inf Div (OPCON 1st Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech) 

D-l to D+56) 
...... 2···· 
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H, Troop, 17thCav 
Co C; 26th Engr Bn 
6th Bn, 11th Arty (-) 

Btry C, 1st Bn, 82d' Arty 
Btry C, 6th Bn, 11th Arty 
Btr;y A, 3d Bn, 820. "Arty 

11th Spit Bn (Prov) 

SQ, USASUPCOM .'DNa 
26th,GaG:,." ' 

8th Trans Gp 
, ,39th Trans, Bn 

57th Trans Bn ", ' . ,,'" ' 
Co C, 11th ~tor Tr'ans'Bn"(+) 

2d Maint Bn 
63d Maint 13n ',' " 
FSA 26-1 ' 
FSA 26-2 

I Corps, 
HQ, I Corps' 
I Corps Arty 

64th Arty Bn 
1st !LC I ,Corps ' 

71st Ked ,Gp :' 
I Corps Sig Bn 
1st MP Bnl ' 
lllthTraEls Co 
116th, .Traps Co 
118th Trans Co 

1st Arm Bde 

I L 

7th ACS 
11th AGS' 

':~'.' ~ rt (~~ t·1';"";;:, );:,~> "'~""!l' ":'>, ...... ~'. -. ': 
~"r~~:"~··'" > 3' ., ~ 

17th ACS , 
4th ACS (Prov) (OPCON) (D+40) 
1st/3d Armored Cay 
1st/8th,Armored Cay 

1st Abn Div (+) (OPCON) 
1st Abn Div Arty (-) 

44th FA Bn (Mad) 
1st Abn Mad Bn 
1st Abn Service Bn 
1st Abn Signal Bn 
1st Abn Bde 

1st Abn Bn' 
8th Abn Bn 
9th Abn Bn 
1st Arty Bn 

:,.' " 
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2d Abn Bde 
5th Abn Bn 
7th Abn Bn 
11th Abn Bn 
2d Arty Bn 

3d Abn Bde 
2d Abn Bn 
3d Abn Bn 
6th Abn Bn 
3d Arty Bn 

1st lnf Div 
1st Regt 

1st Bn, 1st In! Regt 
2d Bn, 1st In! Regt 
3d Bn, 1st Inf Regt 
4th Bn, 1st Inr Regt 

2d Regt 
1st Bn, 2d Inf Regt 
2d Bn, 2d lnf Regt 
3d Bn, 2d Inf Regt 
4th Bn, 2d lnf Regt 
5th Bn, 2d. Inf Regt 

3d Regt 
1st Bn~ 3d In! Regt 
2d Bn, 3d Inf Regt 
3d Bn, 3d lnf Regt 
4th Bn, 3d In! Regt 

54th Inf Regt 
1st Bn, 54th Regt 
2d Bn, 54th Regt 
4th Bn, 54th Regt 

10th Engr Gp 
101st Engr Bn 

Co A, 1st Engr Bn 
Co B, 1st Engr Bn 
Co C, 102d Engr Bn 
11Bth Engr LC Co 

1st Mad Bn 
1st Sig Bn 
1st Log Bn 

1st Inf Div Arty 
48th Arty Bn (-) 

B/11 (105) 
B/48 (155) 
e/10 (155) 

11th Arty Bn (-) 

" \. -, , 

(OFt ON 54th Regt »+53 to D+68) 

'" .". 1\' . • _ 
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: ' 

C/ll· (105) 
A/I0 (155) ,_. 

14th Ar,tY',Bn (-) 
A/48 " 

620: Arty Bn 
A/62. (105) 
14th 4rty 
B/14 (105) 
0/48 (155) 

1st Ranger Gp (+) 
21st Rngr Bn 
37th Rngr Bn 
39th Rngr Bn " 
77th Rngr Border Defense En;: 0) '" 

3d Co 79th Rngr Border Defense En 

Vietnamese Mar,iDe Division (D+l) 
HQ Bn , 
Service Bn . 
MedIcal Bn 
A Btry, 48th Arty Bn, (-) (155) 
14 7th Bde (Dt 1). 

2d Inf Bn 
4th Inr En 
7th Inr Bn 
2d Arty Bn 
C Btry, 20th Arty Bn (155) 

258th Bde 
1st Inf' Bn 
3d Inf Bn 
8th Inf Bn 
3d Arty Bn .,' , 
D Btry, 48th Arty Bn (-) 

369th Bde (D+32) 
5th Inr En 
6th Inf Bn 
9th Inr Bn 
1st Arty Bn 

5th Inr Regt, 2d Inf Div 
1st Bn, 5th Inf Regt 
2d Bn, 5th Inf Regt 

", ,J , 
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Annex B (Personnel an~inis'tration) to Colhat Operations After Action 
Report LAMSON 719 (U) 

1. (U) G1 support was: limi te,d to general administrative functions which 
consisted primarily of monitoring strength and casualty report:s'of,.,U~j,ttirlts~" 
a.nd morale and welfare .acti~ ties. A G1 staff element consisting of' 'one 
officer, was established at the corps forward CP for the purpose of support­
ing corps troops in the, operational area and maintaining liaison with G1 
at the corps .main CP. ., ' 

2. (C) Other Aspects: " .,' : 

, 
a. Adjutant General Support. The AG mission liaS strictly that of sup­

porting the .forward CP adminis tra ti vely ,in internaL procedures and functi ons • 
~he following services were provided. 

(1) , Classified Control.I':;~ 

Reproduction. 

Clerical Assistance. 

Control of Courier Items. 
, , 

~ssflge. Processing.: 

To accomplish this, two A.dminis~ative Specialists and· two ~ssage Center 
Clerks were assigned tQ ~ocesB,messages and correspondence in the forward 
TCX:: and opera,te a distributi.on. center in the Headquarters Commandan\'s 
forward area. The G3 Sergeant M1jor am the Headquarters Commar..dant 
provided assistance in supervising these operations. 

b. Replacements. Replacement personnel for 'un:1ts involved in I..A.M50N 
719 were obtained through normal administrative channels. There were a 
sufficient number of replacements from CONUS and units standi1lg down to 
meet and exceed personnel 10s~es:':'Units involved in LlMSON 719 were given 
priority for replacementso 

c. MedicaL 

(1) US medical units am facilities which supported the operation 
responded in an exemplary manner. Eva CUR tion of the sick and wounded was 
timely and well executed. Patient treatment provided was compe'tent and 
truly professional in nature. 

(2' Patient Evacuation. RVNAF patients in Laos were evacuated by 
US DUSTOFF helicopters, aDd in emergencies by gunships and cargo heli­
copters belonging to American units. RVNAF DUSTOFF aircraft conducted no 

" , 

DIlJNGRADED AT 3 YEAB. 
INTERVALS; DiCLASS IFlED 
AFTER 12 YEARS: DCO DIR 5200.10 
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, , , .-, ~ ", ~ 

operation into lAos 0 , .RVNAF patients picked. ~p.;i~ Laos were evacUAt.ed by 
air to the RVNAF medical facility atKhe ,Slpili,.,operated by the 71st fI.edical 
Group.. Patients were sorted, further stabilizad, and rendered necessary 
emergency treatment before they were evacuated . to the 71st Medical- Group 
medical facility at Dong Ha.. All evacuations' to ~ong Ha were conducted by 
US and VNAF helipopter assets. Company B, 75th Support Battalion, 1st 
Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mecbani~ed) was .operating at Khe Sanh to 
provide emergency cartland treatment to lISwoul"lded personnel, and to 
provide back up support to the ARVN medical facility at Khe Sanb during 
mass casualty situations~ or situations req¢ring special,medical treat­
ment that the ARVN was incapable of providing. RVNJ.F pitienta e:vacuated 
to Dong Ha were stabilized for evacua tio~to HUe ,Da Nang, Saigon and other 
cities where a patient's unit was.hqme .. }~.sJ~~'.';l:Tl;li~ evacuation of patients 
from Dong Ha was conducted by the 9qJd ",e.r1o~edi-cal Eva~OIl Squad-
ron, and was directed and super"dsed by t~XXIV Corps Surgeon •. Fa tient 
evacuation could have been conducted by thc.,;90Jd .Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron at the Khe Sanh airstri-po However, . the .ARVN medical facility was 
located approximately eight kiJameterf!!from the airstrip, and the roads 
were entirely unsuitable for ground pa tient evacuation from the· Khe Sanh 
airstrip. The 18th Surgical.Hospi tal at Quang Tri handled most US 
casualties resulting from the support of Operation LAMSON 719, and was 
prepared to provide assistance to the 71st Medical Group in mass oasualty 
situations, and in the situations requiring specialized medical treatment 
that was unavailable from J.RVN resources~ The -USS SANCTUARY was avail-
able periodically, to provide neurosurgery capabilities. The 95th Evac­
uation Hospital and the 85th Evacuation Hospital also made available 
specialized medical and surgical capabilities tha t wel'e necessary for 
life-saving purposes. On.3 March 1971 ~ the 571st and 2.37th Medical Det­
achments (RA) were made O:roON to the XXIV Corps, and were further placed 
O:roON to the 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile). This O:roON procedure 
centralized control of DUSTOFF assets under the 101 st AIrborne Division. 
The 571st and 2.37th DUSTOFF.units were ~esponsible .for evacuating J.RVN 
casua.l ties from Laos, and the 101st organic-'.DUSTOFF aircraft prOvided 
DUSTOFF support to American units participating in LlMSON 719. Evacuation 
of patients was often overlapping by the DUSTOFF detachments, i.e ••• the 
closest helicopter to the pickup zone made the patient pickup, regardless 
of DUSTOFF unit or patient nationalit.yo 

(.3) Treatment Facilities: 

18th Surgical Hospital 

B ~d, 75th Support En 

71 at Medical Group 

, , 
. " 

~ . .," :. . . 
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11SB Sanctuary 

85th Evacuation Hospital 

95th Evacuation H()spi tal 

(4) Medical Statistics. 

(a) Duatotf Evacuation: 
, , 

Total missions 
t 't ':"' ,," 

, '. • .: ,I :~. "'~' .,.! 

Total missions into Laos 

Total patients evacuated 

:US, 

, :' ;'" ':aVNAF", l' 

,1,614 

,2,468 
:.'-'. ,-;" , .. ·;,I;:\.·*.~\~~~ (: 

Total,' pat1ent~ ,evac~ted ~".' 

from Laos : "I:.' 1~570 
Bogas missions . 68· 

(b) Fixed Wing Evacuation 

Total missions ., 36 .. : ...... 
~ .. ;~i:o ~ .,,?~ r~'t"#".r . 1:~4"' "-~!-"'''' • 

Total patients evacuated""'::, 'i,J,039 ' ' 
(RNVAF) , ", " 

Litter 

Ambu.J.atOry 

661 

2,378 
. . 

RVNAF 

I . 

do Chaplain Activities!) The overall role of, the Chaplain area 
coverage throughout the operation'was excellent.. Although the Chaplain 
sections were not geared for 'the increase in requirements generated by 
LAMSON 719, the religious program was met vith outstanding suooeas o 

The success of the oooperative Chaplain effort wa~ due to commanders 
support and interest in seeking and assisting in providing this im~ 
portant aspect of morale and the Cb.plain IS efforts and willingness 
to meet the challengeo 

eo Provost Mar aha! g 

-"' ,,, .-.. 

I 
I • 

f" ; 

.. i,t" . 
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(1) During the operation a forwardCP.of the 504th Military Police 
Battalion was established at t~e, Quang Tri, &.oID.bat Base in order to pro­
vide a coord:1-nation and control base for operationso T~e forward CP 
controlled the ~-to-day conduct of the operation; coordinated escort 
and traffic control requirements along,:QL 1 through the city of Rue, 
Quang Tri, and Dong Sa Combat Base aDd traffic control of QL 9 from the 
Dong Ba Combat Base westward to lChe s..m".gathered and prepared required 
data; disseminated new missions and information to subordinate units 
and the Corps starf; operatedanMP communi.~ations facility; and pro­
vided physical securi ty for the Corps '1'00. 

(2) The 300th MP Company was alerted and deployed froll lath 
Military Police Brigade reeouroes at Long B1rJ.ho The unit was assigned 
missions specifically along QL 9. .t,~ . 

i . ,. 

(3) Two MP platoons were formed from:exist1ng resources from with­
in the 16th Military Police Group's 97thMP Battalion and attached to 
the 504th MP Battalion. The purpose of these augmentations to existing 
units was in anticipation of commitments in conjunction with the mis­
sion, particularl1 with respect to convoy escort aDd seourityo 

(4) Veh1cl~ 'Density on QL 9. 

MONTH EAST BOtJltD 

February '12,593 

March 14;#8 

April (1-6 only), 4,356 

I: t 

TOTALS ,'" ~I .. ::"7~ 1:<:-:1": 1,·31~·397 ' 
, '," ,'/}~'~~;:',::., . : 

(5) Convoys Escorted,tMonltored: 1BlIl'llABI 

Total Convoys:; 

US 

ARVN 

Total Vehicles: 

us 

ARVN 

S61\ 
673 

ISS·' 

15,097 

, 9,581 

' .. !' .' 

,MARCH 

693 

374,· 

'~19 

4,359 

9,252. 

WEST BOUND 

14~212 

14,605 

39 981 

, 32,798 

A,FltIL 

230 

.116 

114 
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·t 
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(6) Significant Discipline, Law and Order ActiTities: 

Aggravated assault 

ltJrde.r. or attempted JIIlrder 
(If/hand held explosives) 

MUrder/n~gl1gent bomocide 

Fatal traffic accidents 

Non fatal traffic. acc.ideQ,ts .. 
t • ,: .. ',.. ~ 

Possession of dangerous druge 

Possession of Marijuana 

Narco tics conti sea ted : 

Heroin 

Marijuana 

Assorted pills 

Bottled Obisitol 
, .. ~. . , .. 

30 (c) Friendly Casualties 

a .. US 
" 

" . 

", .::::. :??~,"\-~~~;</: MA' . 

23d Inf'Div 47 

lOlst Abu Div (AMBL) 68 

1st Bde,'5th Int Div (MEC~) 55 

nrv Corps Arty 9 

USASUPCOM 8 

45th Eng Gp 6 

504th MP Bn 3 

223d Avn Bn '19 

, , 

. , 

\ " . -

,CAau , 

9 

6 .' ~ 

2 

,14 

68 

59 

40 

38 kilograms 

275 each 
, 

23 bottles 

iU. m 
256 7 

261 17 

431 3 

76 0 

40 0 

11 0 

15 0 

59 11 
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b. RVNAl . .. 
UNIT m· . m m 
1st InfDiv ·537. ·1,60"7 53"7 

. ~ " ' 

1st Armd Bde 54 364 0 

1st Ranger Gp 93 435 27 

I Corps Troops 55 )14 24 

Abn Div 455 1,992 :0 

VNMC Div 
,. .. , ., ..... ' .', 

. ·)55 770 63 ' . 

4. (u) Awards and Decorfltions 0 

a. CG, XXIV Corps b&s approved awards for valor or heroism and 
forwarded recommendations for 743 us personnel for indiTidaal ARVN 
awards and 34 US units for ARB wrlt awards. In addition 103 ARVN 
personnel were recommended for VB awards. 

bo US Awards" 101st Abn 
XXIV CCRPS Diy 'Ubl)· ;l/5 (Mech) 2Jd Int 

SlIver Star 8 u ~ ~ 

Distinguished Flying Cross 3 142 

BrQllBe Star/Valor 18 43 

Army Commendation Medal/VlJ.lor 6, 36 
._'-

TOTAL 35 255 

.. ::' .,'" , 

, , 

25 

ll3 

95 

j 

. ~ . 248 

50 

30 

37 

143 



Appendix 1 to (G1 Advisors Report ofARVN G1 Aotivities) ~ Annex B (Personnel 
and Administration) to Combat OperationAtter Action Rep:>rt LIMSON 719. (n) 

1. (C) Planning Fhase: a. On lSJanuary 1971 the I Corps G1 and G1 Advisor 
became involved in, the, Plw;ut1ng, 9f~~ .719 and. began tormnlating plans for 
moving the I Corps forward CP to. Iblli Ha. iA!badvance party was moved to Ihng 
Ha to lay out the CP area and develop detailurpJ.ans to move and establish a 
forward Headquarters at Ibng, Ha· Combat, Base. Planrdng was orderly an(r the CF 
area was veIl organized. The headquarters fd'rward element ~,!!{l by ~ad to 
Ibng Ha on the t4ght of ':IE. January 1971 closing in the CP area at 030Q hours, 
30 Ja.rn.1ary 1971~" The move was orderl.y\.andconvoy discipline was outB~ding. 
The G1, 1; Corps was convoy commander' lOr the move. 

b. Concurrently with the planning and preparation' for the move the 
following actions were acco~plished, . 

" ~l'f4~~~{'~::',:: ..... "!-;}(;~-
(a) Plans for establishglent!of ~.a, ;OO,D18ll" . .fC)W Cemp 

, .. 

(b) Ibng Ha CP ·security • 
•• < • ) , 

(c) Review of the status of personnel undergoing training in training 
centers and earmarking graduates for allocation to combat un1 ts. 

(d) Pnblioation of personnel' reporting and strength: accounting procedures. 
Daily reports similar to US Personnel Daily Summary were. developed. 

(e) Re-allocatingpersonnel a~ rep].aoements for tam! Son tactical units. 

c. No proVisions or estimates were made for refugees as the operati')ns 
plan did not envision evacuation ofCbon-combatants from Laos. 

2. (C) Executions a. Adequacy of Plans. Planning in the G1 . area of interest 
was conducted in an orderly and lQg1~a1. manner •. From the standpoint of adequacy 
there vere some shortcomings. DI1e to t he Marine and Airborne Di vi sons being 
OPCON to I Corps rather tha.lt attaybed'",,~'obtldning information and personnel data 
from these units was often diffiCtUt':ahd"untfmely. Both units operated indepen-, 
dent replaoement.' systems, neither of ",,..,1 ~h we~~ 1"esTY"nsi ve to I Corps. The 
lack of data and ):'esponsi vness hampertll' for.ecast1na_,~eportilll' of: ptrsonnel 
data, planriing for replacements, evaouation 01" oasual ties, ana. opt.i,uum 'Use 01' 
personnel assets. 

b.. The overall efforts of the G1 wre adequate. The basic problems in the 
G1 area st;emmed from the fact that I Corps bad not prev.1ous17 operated as a 
Corps, and had not been confronted 't:\Y the day to day qui~ reaction decisions' 
that are required to support a corps level operation. In the waning days of the 
operation the G1 areas were running smoothly and the G1 Was aggressive and sough' 
speedy solutions to problems. 

1-B-l 

GROUP-4 
Ibwngraded at :3 year interval: 

, De~lassitied after 12 yearl 
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Appendix 1 to (G1 AdVisors Report of ARVN G1 ActiVities) ~ Annex,B (Personnel 
and Administration) to Combat Operations After Action Report LAMSON 71 cJ: (u) 

3. (C) Other Aspects. a. Maintenance of M:>rale.. The morale of Lam Son 719 
forces vas generally high. Vietnamese Ohaplains were acti verthrotrghout tW'~~ 
operational area. Delegations from the National Aseemblyand ProVlncesvisited 
the operational area to express gratitude and appreciation to RVNAF forces 
participating in the operatioll"j" Morale programs were set up in the rear and 
rest areas • 

. Bo , Replacements."Replacements prov.1aed durl.ng th~ oPeration were 
obt~ned from the training centel$(drattees)and ~~~ prisoners that.", 
were restored to duty., IToVid1ng replacements to combat'liJ.i1i ts was a constant 
problem and was relentlesslY pursued by the G1 throughout the operation" 

. . .... 
c. Medical. .:1le surgeon is under the ·staff superv:1'Bon ~f the G4. During 

the operation thE Lightly 'WOunded in many instanoes, werJfevacuated to the 
rear. This problem caused a significant drain on manpowr. Aotion we taken 
to change this procedure and to return lightly Wounded peraannel to duty., 
RVNAF medical support 1s covered in more detail in pu-agrapb 20(2), Annex B • 

. -! . 

.~, {I'. 
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1 • (U) Topography 

a. The terrain of Quang Tri Pf0'rlnce 'J'II!f1'. be generally diyided 
into two belts, north and south ot the Song Thach (Song Quang Tri)o Both 
belts haTe Significant river TaJJ~. In the north they are the Cam 10 
and the Ben Bai. In the south they-: are the Song Thach, Da Krong and the 
Ie Pone 

b. Both belts oan be sul::diTided into three general regiOnB8 the 
lowlandS east of QL 1 with ele'YltioD8 under 10 meters; the Piedmont Region 
west ot QL 1 with eleTat1cns up to .300 .. tera J and a portfon of the A..'1-
nami te Mountain Chain between the Piedmont Region and the Laotian bordil!lr. 
The Piedmont Region is more ex:tens1Te'in the northern belts, extending for 
a distance ot 15-20 kilometers, as compa1"ed with 1 0 kilometers in the 
BOUth. Similarly, the righest elentica.i_e .. greater iii-t.lte north 
than in the south, 1,600 meters as opposed to 1,000. ., 

'; 

c. The type ot vegetation in Quang Tr1. (p) may be generally related 
to the three regions of tl'e province 3 the Coastal Plains are genera.ll.y 
inundated~ and are coveredby' rice paddies. Vegetation int.be Piedmont 
varies trom sPl-rae in the west to medima in the foothills: or the mO't:lJlta1.n3. 
The mountainous areas are generally'co'19red bt' double and triple canopied 
torests with very dense undergrowth. 

d. The priDlS.r1 ground Lm in the province 18 the National Highway QL 
1. A secondarygrOUJJd LOO is QL 9f which runs trom a junction with QL 1 
(in the vicinity of Dong Ha)west to the ,Laotiatlborder. From Dong Ha to 
FSB Vandegrift (YDOO49) QL 9 is a two lane, all weather, hard surfacl9d 
,road~ occasionally subject to enam.r barassmente West of FSB Vandegriftp 

QL 9 beOOOl8S a two lane e fair weather, dirt surtace road which is alvays 
subject to enemy interdiction am has ma.D1 destroyed bridges 0 

eo The Cua Viet is a major water Loo, pro.,.iding Dong Ha and Quang Tri 
cities a water link with the sea through ita tribltaries. Due to ita 
proximity to the PMZ, the river is continually. the target of enenv mining 
attempts. 

t. The terrain of Laos in tbe areaot oper~t;1on LAMSON 719 ;1s 
characterized by three prominent terrain features; all· ot which are pal:"a.l~, 
leI to Highway 9 0 The tirst ot these iathe Xe Pan RiTer 0 The Xe Pon is 
the prima:ry drainage teature in tb4I area w·l'UD8 'between and generally 
parallel to the high escar}:'ilent to its south and Highway 9 to its north .. 
The Ie Pon River runs almost tb3 leDgt.h or ,fi;'ikhwq 9 to Tchepone 'Wher~ it 
:meets the Ie Bang Hiang RivC!lrj) a prl.marJriorlh....aoa.tb drainage teatr:.re' in 
the area.. -

g. The second prominent terrain teat.ure in this area is the Co Roc. 
highland adjacent to the RVN/Laos border arid . 

0... .... 
., . ~ - "Downgraded at .. .j;'year 

1ntervaJllllfee141&f'i<e<l", ,'til' 
.,... after 12 years 
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Highway 9, vi';inity XD 7432. Two pieces of high ground provide exceJ.~ 
lent observation and fields of fire from the Co Roc area into the val­
ley through which Higi:n .. 'Sy 9 extendsc' The vegetation in the Co Roc ar~ 
ea consists pri:mB.rily of bamboo and brushwood, offering adequs. te COVE'!' 

and concealmente 

t. 

h. The third significant terrain fej.ture in this area is the high 
escarpment bet.ween XD 5036 and XD 3141. '~'rhis ridgeline extends west­
ward into Laos parallel tv highway 9 and the Xe Pon River, overlooking 
all of the ground t.o the north, a...."1d ia covered by very thick brushw(.od 
and dense, closed canopj~e Mu~h of the area has been subjected ~~ a 
farming technique known aG sla~h and burn, which has destroyed much of 
the undergrowth and cleared A~~e areas, but dense vegetation still cov­
ers much of the land. 

1. The terrai."1 north of /Jighway 9 9 is very hilly, well drained 
and heavily vegetated, restricting access almost entirely to infan~ryo 
This land form holds tra9 throughout most of the area, but the vegf'­
tation becomes very thick and triple oanopie<iwest of the Xe Bang' 
Hiang River. Around Tchepone the terrairi 1s of lower. eleva tion and 
is open canopied and much more accessible toar.mored vehicle traffic o 

jo Highway 99 from Khe Sanh to,Tchepone 9 is a one lane~ dirt~ 
seasonal thoroughf'are 0 FO!: this reaacm 9 and because it is overlooked 
by the high escarpment to the southpit is easily interdict"'d if the 
high ground is held. It is not easily' ~byp!issed due to the river to 
the south and the h:.lly terrain to the( north" 

20 (U) WI38. ther Sl.lIJlIIl8,ry for LAMSON 719. 

a c Ava,ilabili ty of dat.ag 

The:::oe were no weather observers in Laos for operation LAMSON 719; 
therefore 9 all daily·.rea ther summaries for the LAMSON a.rea. wre 
based on pilot reporta recorded at the Tan Son Nhut weather cl;.'lntra.l~ 
weather analysis charts that· were saved b~local weather forecast;{<rs9 
and the forecaster's own information on reetrictions of visibility 
near operational activit yo Official weather observations were 
a.vailable for the K:'1.e Sanh area from 8 February 1971 to 29 March 19"/1 ~ 

b. Weather during LAMSON 719. 

(1) On a, few days, the w;)ather was bad enough to affe~t ope­
erations in the LAMSON operational area by delaying take off times 
for FAC pilots and delaying air shipment of supplies to Khe Sanh 
and Lang Vel. Weather conditions in this region presented diffiC1l1t-~ 
ies and hazards during the operation. On many days early morning rog 
obscured most of the· terr~in and prevented launch from Khe Sauh 
until a1nibst noon" ' l.a~df:\'~ .. ed the best over-all oondi tions 

~FIED 
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for flight" Generally the skies vere clear and visibility was 
reasonable, giving aviators excellent conditions for miss~nso 
However9 as mid-afternoon approached, ewnulUB bu1ld..up would restrict 
air=space; and the haze from fires and dust would limit vi8ibility~ 
creating instrUment flight conditions wholly unsuitable to operational 
miseions" The weather in Quang Tri (P) during the operational period 
... ~ influenced by the end of the Northeast Monsoon period and the start 
of the transition period to the Southwest Hon80on6 The Ifortheas't 
Monsoon, which ll8B the dominant weather fac~ in lebruar7 9 is the 
result of a northeasterly flow of coolt.u1tair from the sea, 
and brings considerable lowland cloUdine8'~ 'light rain and drizzle 
to the province o In MarchSl the lforthel\~t &nsoon begins to weakenp 
causing an improT6lllent of the weather iri the provinceo '11Ie weather 
in March i8 characteriled by two to three da;y periods of good weather p 

interspersed with periods of lov ceilings and low visibilit10 

(2) Aviation weather standards g Daring Operation LAMSON 719, 
ceilmgs of 1,000 teet above ground leTel (AGL) vere used as a standard 
for effective operation of Arm.1 aircraft while ceilings of 3~000 feet 
AGL were used as I criterion for employment of Air Force tactical 
air support" 

(3) The rolloving table illustrates the percent ot time ceilings 
in the coastal p] "bs and western Qtlang Tri/western Laos portions of 
the AO met miniDa:un aviation standards" 

~ % OF TDQi PEII.ING MIn' MINDroM STAfIDARD§ 

Coastal Plain. lOQQ + :a AG" 3000 ± :rr ArlIt 

0000 - 1800 ho1:l1"s 9:>% 54% 

1200 ., l8)() hours 91% 69% 

Western Qnang Tri (Khe Sanh) 
and Eastern Laos 

0000 ~ 1000 bours 33% 25% 

1200 .., 1800 hours ~ 45% 
The •• figures are lignificant beea ... tlle ma:jorit7 ot the _pport 

aircraft for LAMSON 719 were "based in the coastal plaine, and. daily 
were required to Cl"OSS the ADDaIIlite Mo1llltain Cba1n~ stage at Ihe Sall..h9 
and operate in eastern Laos. In genera1p it ;euld be stated that n 
ceiling above 2$) 500 teet in the coastal lovlahda relul ted in ceilings 
above 19000 feet in the operational area., . 

30 (S) lnemy situation in the operational area prior to 30 Jauua.xy 1971" 
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(1) General 

(a) In northern Mil:ttary Reglvn 1 (H. 1) the enell1' had shown 
intentions of increasing the tempo and scope of his opera t1o~s 0 

Daring the latter part of 19709 he bad initiated a campaign ot attar.:bt 
by f'ire g limited ground at.tlicke and sapper attacks to inflict ma.x:hrum 
casualties and damage to allied personnel and installation&o Theee 
attacks vere directed against fire support 'bases (FSB) p isolated 
outposts and lucrat1ve-9 hlghvalue 1natalla.tiouo In conjuction , , 
with this activityl) agent reports 1Diioated that the eneMT in and 
north ot the I»IZ Wl!U!I COMU;"Jting renpply actiyi tie. and preparing 
for a co.ampa1gn to 00 launc.hed ~a1nat the northern two proT;inces 
of the Republic of VietJl8m (RVNj toward the end of Jan118.l7 0 Add! tiona.l. 
agent reports indicated that the IVA would l.s.'nDeh a major campaign 
during the spring and summer of 1971 in an attempt to control the 
lowlands of Quang Trl and Thua Thien Provincesa The attaeks being 
oonducted during the latter part of 1970 and during la.zmary 1m wre 
believed to be designed +..0 wear down allied forces~ determine weak 
points in allied dfl:"E!!L~, and demonstrate an appearUlce ot strell@.th 
1n preparation for fU'tU1'~ large sou. attackso Daring December 1970 
and Janu9r.Y 1971 the 84th Ar'tillary Regiment p supported by other B=5 
front ~lement&p oonoentrato!ld on attacking by fire the FSBIS soutb 
of th$ DMZ., tberebr ~rm.itt1ng greater freedom of lUO'Y8me1\t for the 
27th and 246th Iut8l1try lleg1men'ts as _11 as the .33d Sapper Batte.lion 
aDd l26th NaTal Sapper Regim.9n'to ,Intelligence indlce. ted the. t the 
27th Reg:1.ment had formE'ld il 4'th Bat'talion and vas prepat"ing for in.., 
creafJf.~d act;i vI ty south of the C:9:ntral lIfZ while elements of t~ 
246th Regi.ment were eoncentrat1ng on road building acthi tie!'l in 
an Ar"='& ~outh of t~ vel!tem DMZo Ilements of the 33d. Sapper Bat..." 
tailOD. moved south of the central IMZ to teondnct act1Tit1es near 
and around Cam to and Routt 90 Water mining incIdents :in too Cua 
Viet River refleoted eontlnu.ed activity bT elements of the 126th 
Naval Sapper Reg:ilr.lento The 2?Oth Reg_n't remained CODlIl1:Hted. to 
the defense of th~ ViM LiM S~tClial Zone north of th9 IJoiZ o AgAn't 
reports on elements of thE! 164th ArtiUel"J Regiment indicated that. 
the R9giment was ~ont1nuing 1te training and coastal defense m1~.ion3o 
Ividen~e ot 164th Regi.l:DEm t partic,lpation in attac:ks south of thl) tMZ 
w.s:p~a~Ut'D.:U"y non=exil!fte:o.tp .t\trtbm' ftpporting agent ::"~POT"fl \'.'(1n~ 
eerning l64th Jul~~ionso 

(b) In Thu Thian P.rorln~e :Intelligence indicated the.t KilltB:ty 
Rltgion '1'1"1 Thien Ifw:I (ltiTTH) "lement.s ... vere aleo preparing for tutura 
act:i:rltieso Elements of th~ 7th Fron~! were aotiTely el'.lgagt)d in ~'.c­
tempt.lng to Wlltrate th~ i~astal ldWlaMso Prisoner and Hoi Cb~£::~ 
atat~ntB and other intl9J~igence rena.;J.,a that the 7th Front propos$d 
to ~ste.bli8h a -h\~t poU,tical cl1..allt.te$l prOCu:r'e food lo~ally end 
establiah ~5 and ~a~he~ for .fUture o~ations a The intil trat1c·n 
of th~ lowlande was a~~omp~~ed ~ attemP~8 to interdict QL 1 and 
the Hue to D& Nang ~ai~Jad9 the major lines of oommunioatlon (LOG)" 
and aU,aeks by firs (ABF) on isolated outposts and instslla. tions 

, 0 .... 
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euch aB Camp Evan!? (lO,~.'.}t. A:ixoo1"ne) an:! the city of Hue (1st AllVN 
Division Headquarters) 0 (;hm~urreIltJy9 the eneDl1 began to open 
Route 616 in 'the Viett,ame~El Sa.lient and by 1 Januar:y 19719 Route 616 
was open and sustialnlng ro':'ae'("ate to Ilea.". truck traffic" Additlor.ally 
the enemy had began ';'()11'1'~.ru;.;tion of a new road$) an offshoot of Route 
616 vhi~h bisecu.d the ?';"'rtlH~rn portion of the Laotian Sall#!m.t and 
reentereri RVN in t.he -.i:;.ir,11,y of the Da Krong River Valleyo This ~oaa. 
W'8S pa:rt of the enemy ~ ~ pian to eo:x:pedi'ti'8 the flow of suppliee and 
develop a major infiltration route for personnel into Base Area 129 
where snemy foreeB would stage p resupply and prepare rOT tutU!! atta~ks 
against the hea1l1.1;r populated ~of.l,eta1 lowlands of Thua Thh~n (P) n 

Further to the ~Guth. elam~nts of the 324£ Division were erq,aged 
in resupply and raafi t ting s,{:th'1 ti~s folioving the Ripeord/O lIReilly 
campaigns 0 Agent reports Lidl:C!ated t.hat the 29th Regiment was heavily 
~ommit~d to road building a~tiviti$s in eastern Base Area 611 and 
in the Tiger Mount~ln ~e~o Sensor activations also r&vealed con­
siderable activity b tM I!! area.. Elements of the 803d &J)d 8l2th 
Regimentfi con";i"1'i1~d 'to rEtf!~; and train and protect cacbes in the 
wetE!rn portlon of Thua. Th.i",~ Province,while elements of the 4th 
and 5th R€lg:tmentI'J J""!Wlinplj forward near the Piedmont in BO~thern 
Thus. Thie.n Prov:!'!'l';;~" J):l!"lng Jsnuary 1971!l agent.s began to repor't 
an Increal"lo:~d 8t.a.t;~ of 81~·I.;iAe~~ ()'aLba part of the enemy fOl"{lee 
north of the DMZ" AddH;ioruU agent reports indieatf!ld that thl< 
enem,y vas reinfor.:dng B=:> "ron.; 9lements in preparation for Ider~ms~ 
against a 8Uspect~d at;t:.e.~k on the tw southern pro-,1ne:<e!' of No!"'*"h 
Vi'illtnamo A~rie.1 pho't'vgrapby supported these indications by ~';'Tealing 
field art.!lJery pi~,"et'l jU3t. 7.J)rth of the Ben Bai River Int.hE' ('1,mtra..1 
DMZ area" J.eri81, Pt<f.)tc·W~ptv al£~ revealed tha. tthe Sl:'53. :'r,or'th 'JfU!,·'j. 
~I!\nt,t'tll DMZ bad 'bce~;ome il,-tr~m~ly 8.tCtiva during early Je.:~::1:817o 

Ene.ro:y strength in Nor'tMJ.'n MR 1 was eat1m&ted to be 25 p lOO" 
Ene~ st.rength :!n th"l B..,.,::;: Fr:·r:. ar~tl of responsibility (approrlmat$l.y 
20 kilomet~~ n(Ir+.h of th.:. Dffi", ~Ct uth ~} the Cus. Viet RiTer and 
Route 9) 'W8.B ~e~1mat'eld 1;(, ~ l~p 800" In the MRTTH ar,.)& (t'Outh 
,tr';;m Rout.~ 9, a,r. ..... the ella '1i~t R.i.-vel" to the Thua Thien/Quang 
Nam hov.'ir..f.':a) ~l~m,;;' !S~~t.g'\.:n ~:a" eatlmat'3d to be 1°9 300 .. 

(b) Composition 

(1) EMrny forcl:'!! operating in th~ DMZ/NMR 1 8l"i!'a conaistfod of 
2.7 1.nfs'try batt.a:U.ons p 12 a:rtillery and rocket batta11onl'9 eight 
sapper bl\tte.lion~j) and 't.ht'l I!lq'UiTalent of eight other combat and 9ElT·.d~e 
support batt8~ion9" A. t.otal of nine infantry batta.lionf!~ two sappe'!' 
battalione,9 e:b: art1l~e:ry battalions and four ot.her combat and S~::v1C9 
support bat.talion~ weI'~ lacs,ted in the B-5 Fron+. areao Enemy (:orllp)si tion 
in t.ne MRTTH a:"f.'IS. ;:,ons1l!d:~!d of 18 infantry battcUions p six ~ap~r 

. : ~ .......... ~ . ...,.-
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battal1onS!1 !lix artillery and rocket battalions and the equivalent of 
four additional combat ruld gervi~e support battalions" 

<2) Major enemy UDit;)5 identified a8 operating in the B-5 Fron~' area 
included the 207th9 ;;:;;·th and 246t.h Infantry Reg1ments~ the JIst 1J 
Group~ the 33d Sapper Ba.tt9.UOI''L~ the 126th Naval Sapper Regiment 
{a battalio.n equivalent} a.nd the 84th and l64th Artillery Regiments" 
In the MRTTH area major ~nemy' anita included the 7th Front (a regimental 
equiTalent) ,the B12th9 003d and 29th Inf'ant17 Regiments of the 
3248 Division~ the 4th9 5th and 6th Infantry Regiments and the 675th 
Field Artillery Regiment" 

(c) Re~forc~ment capabilityo 

Reported enOOlY disposItion vas such that it was estimated that 
the enemy woulc;l reinforoe his Ell~t. in the INZ area with onlT 
one regiment or about 2g 000 men fro. NVN 0 

bo Southern Le.o~o 

(1) General 

(a) The change of gOlfernments in Phnom Penh in 1969 aDd the 
resulting loss of the C8lll~d1an port of 81h.Dou"Villeg vhich vas 
being used to I5UPPlJ" WA/Ve troops in Cam'b&dis. and in Rft Mit III 
and IV 9 forced Bort.h Vi.,tnam to switch to a total rel1,anCl~ on the 
LOO in the Laotian par.;.,iha.i:.dle., 

(b) J).tting tne lattar pa.:rt of 1970 the enemy bad greatly 
expandi!!'d his rear J38l!""flCe area. adjacent to the border of Quang Trl 
ProvineI') (llee Appendb: J. fo!' a.~omP8.Tl80n of baild up)" He 
had r~~,;:tiT!lt~d hi~ t.TadltioI'1.al logi~tic:s BYiStem in th~ fJBBteI"D. 

porti"L of the Le.otian par..r .• @-.od1E! a»d had ~xpanded this network to 
the west suffld~n.t1y to -\1n ... 1l"E18.~:!I 'th'e flow of: suppllililE! to foree, 
in Cam'bodia. 8lad. d!ff'Q1Ij~~hl'il US ah' int.erdiotion "!lfforto The enemy 
was a.t'tempting to· gain. military !JI1periori ty in the 9Outhtll"l1 portion 
of NYA MR III and IV (ApPftndix J) in Laos and to prOt6Ct t;ra.dltional 
and f"xpaDd"d I,();o Aps of ), J&lKWU'Y l'970 p enemy acth:l.ty to 1OJ1"t>!lRld 

Route 1036 to tll~ fJl:rat':h had t'!1e", discouraged by heavy US bombing 
along the tactw.l!NVI bordero Rout. 10399 bowverp had been 
.completed through the Ban RaTing Pass where it connected rith ROUt.913 
913 and 92A to offr:sr tMt en~my Mother route int.'.) the Tcb!lpon~ 
areao Route 1032A wae ~J:tata1ning v9b1Cll~ traffio into the western 
DMZ lfher~ supplies werE! 1mJ.oaded into the Bbuq Ram IelIe Bang 
H1ang River a.nd floated west. and south where they were then picked 
up along Routes 91.3 a:ad 9Uo Orl the east=W8st infiltratioL routes 
within the re.gion? only very light foot traffic was e~1dento Im= 
med1at'!l1,y to the sout.hS) the en£lJlll7 prepared to crose the Itt Pon RivtiJI' 
and rnOTiel into t.hE; R~publll1 of 1:1.l9tIl8J11 on Route 616" Tbis esst .... eet 
route vas first not~d being used on 1 January 19700 HcweTer~ the 
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principle dire~.tion of mo~roment was out of this region to the south 
along Routes' 9G" 920 J and 914 into Base Area 611 (~ppendix 4). By 
January 1971$ Rout,o 10')21. hA:f;l, teen oonnected with Route 1032B 
providing the NVA '.I-!tl~ an e:f'f9ctive ent.ry gate from NVN into Laos. 
{Appendix 4) 0 In spite ':of tha heavy bombing in the Western DMZ p 

sensors indi'3atsd that ~3 many as one out of every four truclm exit,. ... 
ing NVN was using thi':! ~ntry gateo Analysis of aerial photogl"aphy 
also indicated nume!"'J~ B1t.emate bypass reutes in this area lihicll 
eneured a steady~ ll.'11nterrupted now of supplieS ll in spite of 1nte~ 
dictor! efforts by the US Air Forl!e. Widening of Route 92:5 to 'With= 
in four kilometers of t.be border was also noted, indicating the p';D~ 
sibility of the dev~J.o-;>ment, of a :major east.=west infil tration rout~ 
into the Khe S~~ area. of vestern Quang Tri. Bnem;r vehicleS were enter~ 
ing the Republic of- Vietnam on Route 616 and heavy input :f'urther. south 
through Base ~a 611 'W'"B,& algO noted (Appendix 4). Thus Ii inapt w of 
intensive air interdictbn~ the enenv bad expanded his storage areas p 

tra!lSshiptmnt poin't,g ~ tru"k parks p POL Pipelines and by pass roads .. 
Most of these con~~ntl'at.ion~ ap~a.red in Base Areas 604 and 611 $I 

and t.he en"Jrrw- moved en inc:::oeasing nti..1Ubel" of anti-airoraft units into 
the3e B-"'OaEJ and th€! roe..d syst€lIDS serving themo This was aocompa.."lied 
bl a bulld up of enemy <:.OiT1Da't, troops in Base Area 604 along tJle main 
north ... south supply '(OI!t~t'" The supposed mission of these troops wal3 

to provide security or tJ19 rl"4a1 supply links during the Laotian dry 
season" Enemy acHvi ty in NVA MR III appeared to be directed tOW'a:rd 
the 1mprovs:men.t of LOO At"il. the !Ilo'Yement and storage of supplies 0 The 
enemy haq not. ip~tiated ~11 6ignlfi~ant offer£ive operations" 
FriEmdly guerrilla effo~J~ r~.....1 100t little opposition; h0W'9ver~ these 
friendly elemnts did n -;:,t pose 8 ma.j or -threat to enemy un! ts looa t..ed 
in Base !resa 604 aI:,d 6"'~" 

(2. ) Ene:-ny 

(a) Strength 

(1) The eneIl\Y ~trengtb in NVA MR III and IV vas 9~tima.ted t.o 
bs 64r 000 ccmsis1:ting (.l! s.bout 541'000 NVA and 1°9 000 Pathet Lao 
troo~" In MR III too ensn;y strength was eetimted to be 42!) 000 
eonsisting of 5.~OOO NVA jn ",om'bat battaliollf\p 32!)()(x) troop1 assigned 
to the 559th Transportation Gr!JUp and 59 000 Pathet Lao o In MR lV9 

eneBtT strength w...s ~sti:mat~d to be approximately 221' 000 inc·lud1.ng 
about "7'9000 NY! personnel assigned to combat. bat,taliOnB g a'bout 1 0l' COO 
in eletmnts of t,h~ ';5Qth Transportaticn Groupg and 4~ 000 Pathet La:.) 0 

(2) EneIi\V' etrergth in northern Laos wBa estimated to be approx­
imately 33!,OOO consisting of 16pOOONVA and 17~OOO Pathet Laoo In­
formation suggo3t.ed that NV! and Pathet Lao.units located in northern 
Laos would continue o~rations in northern Laos and probably not move 
to the LAMSON 719 AO. 

(b) Composition 
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Intelligence indie/it,,€ld that in MR TIl major ene~ units consisted 
of the following:; 1 J NVA and 20 Pathet Lao battalions p 10 Binb 
Tram;J~ one Front Headqua:rt9rs and nine reginental or larger bead­
quarters 0 In MR IV i:h() 9nEtlV force was believed to be organized 
into approximately 1? !IVA and 2" Pathe" Lao battalions g Six Binh 
Trane arrl four regi.mf.\n:.i'll or higher he'adquarters 0 Agent reports 9 

Hoi Cbanhs and prisoners indicated enem;y units located in the LAM)CU 
719 area of operation in~luded all or major elements of the 48th 
RegiJOOntl) 32.Oth DiY1sionf 24B Regiment p 304th Div1sion~ 141st Reglment 9 
the 3d NVA Regiment and the 1st VO Regiment, 2d NVA Division~ and 
elements of t·he 675B Artillery Regimento In addition to theBe 
combat forcess> oach Elnh Tra.m had an, organic transportation~ eng1neer~ 
and AAA capability and at. least one infantry companyo All Binh Tram 
personnel were believed to have received sone infantry tralningo 
These factors 9 combined with the considerable, command and signal 
capabilities normally present in a Binh Tram, made it a potential,ly 
significant fighting force Q Binh Tra.n:e in the area of operation 
included Binh Tr8lllS 32~ 3J l1 and 340 Although not identified p up 
tiO thre<e add! tional Binh Tram -were believed to be located in the 
are~ of.' opera:t.lonu To prOTIde sl3curity against air attackl' 4p.-J 
prorlmtely 20 ant.1=aire:!"'~rt artlllery battalions had been assigned 
to these Binh Tl'aoo 0 Ea.~h air defense battalion contained two 
to five companieBo Not all companies were believed to have weapons$) 
as SOlID had been organized into transport, companies ~ maintenance 
companies 9 and ammunition euppiycompanieso Weapons companiea had 
two to six weapons of miT.Gc. '~a1.ibero Up to 200 medium cillber 
(23mm~ J7m~ 57 f)JrI::!19 andl OOI11lll) weapons were estimated to bel employed 
in the area of interest 0 

(0) Reinf'o~eJmnt c6pabllity. ' 

Agent reports and p~ieoner and Hoi Chanh statements indicated 
that enell\Y disposition in NQrlh Vie~ Laos and the Rep!blic of 
Vietnam voulcf parmi t t.'1e eneIt\Y to reinforoe, his combatp transportationp 

and rear service personnel in LAMSON 719 area of operation with up 
to seven regiIlJ'm~ by D+-21o Avallablefor reinforcement within one 
week were four :.>::'E',gilOOnte ~ '\:: ... 0 from the 304th Division and two from 
320th Dlvisiona AVRUatle for reinforcement within two W'ooks vss 
one additional l'egilllf:lCt from the 304.th Divisiono Available for 
reinforcement within trlI'oo weks were v..ro additional regiments or 
ths 308th Diviai'jD.o llJ. 9.ddl tion!) the enemy was expected to be able 
to reinforc9 with one battalion from the 164th Artillery Regiment 
within two \leeks and hl~k or defend with two other regimnts from 
the south (Ap}:Elndix 5 f')r enemy disposition prior to oper5.tion LAM30N 71 q • 

Co GspabiUties and cQnolusions o 

(1) Capabilities 

(s) To defend in the DltZ/NMR 1 area with available for~ea 0 
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(b) To attack across the DMZ with up to four regimental equiv= 
alents to cut the major LOO and to seize key population centers in 
NMR 1. 

(c) To reinforce er,e:n:w forces l'o.cated in and north of the D!£ 
wi th <me addi tonal regimen t" 

(d) To withdraw forces providing securi~ for logistics 
facilities and LOC in Laos .. 

(e) To defend logistic facilities ani Loo in Laos with avaUable 
forces. 

(f) To reinforce defending forces in Lace with up to seven regl­
mnts 'tv D+-21o 

(2) Conclusion 

The enemy had become concerned about the possibllity that Allied 
forces were planning an invas ion of NiN.. Indications were that the 
enemy was assuming a defensive posture north of the D!£ and!) there.­
fore, probably would not launch a DI8.S.si \1IB effort into NMB. 1. HO!i= 
ever, the enemy indicated that he would continue hiB attacks b.v 
fire on Allied FSBRs and would proba~ make a determined effort 

., to inte1"dlot the major LOO and bardS Allied rear areas.. In La08, 
enelliY forces were actively engaged in supporting a massive 'i:lffort 
to lOOve supplies into and out of the Laotian panhandle. As NVA 
forces operating in Cambodia \lare depending upon this extenei va 
logistic and LOG network in LaosI' it vas estimated that the enemy 
would ch006e to defend his logis tics 1:Je.ae in Laos and vou..1d rein"" 
force defending forcee with ene~ units located in NVN and possibly 
with forces from MBTTH. 

4. {s) Enemy ~~ion to Operation LAM300' 7190 

a. Phase I (JO .January "" 8 February 1971) 

North of the DI£, agent l"eports indicated the ene1D¥'s in­
creas4td. concern about the possibility" of an Allied thrust into or 
north of the DI£ 0 One report, indicated an unidentified coastal 
defense rocket battalion had moved to the eastern D:t-£ to engage 
naval patrol vessels o Another report alluded to a high level ~5 
front meting to discuss reactions to any Allied intrusion of the 
north. A series of agent reports alluded to a newly formed 3d NVA 
Division which I"I3portedl.y was being deployed to the eastern DMZ 
to reinforce enemy units in that areao This reported newly formed 
enemy unit could poesibly have been a task force composed of 27th 
Regiment, 270th Regimentl) and. 31st Group eleants or an inf1ltra:t.ion 
group parceled out as reinforcements 0 Sensor 8.CltiTstiona indicated 
continued resupply ac'tlvlty in the DMZ 0 Un! ts from the, 84th Artil16~J' 

-. ...JjMMT . Cq~:~\l;;j!..D'1Fd ... ':. 
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RegIment resumed strikes on allied bases following the TET cease 
fire 0 These 82nnn and 120mm mortar and 122nm rocket attacks on 
FSB Fuller9 FSB Vandegr:Lftp FSB Elliot and troop positions on 6 Feb­
ruary 1971 were the hegLnning of the enenv's response to Phase I!) 
Operation LOOm 719Q Water mining activity being conducted qy 
elements of the 126th Nave1 Sapper Regiment appeared en the u.ps;r.1ng 
a1'ter a short lull. In the westS' ene~ resistanoe had been e:lP 

tremly lighto allied operaticns by 6 February 1971 had completely 
shut off the f1~ of enemy supPlies into western Quang Tri Province. 
At this stage the enemy- had presented only a token reaotlon to Operation 
LOOCN 719. Th~ ene~ge suspicion of a pOSSible allied att.ack to the 
north and his defenses in that area were pro1:ably maj or factors in I 

lim! ting his in! tial. reaction to Phase I of Operation L.A}f)ON 719., 

bo Phase II (8 February = 6 March 1971) 

( 1 ) North of the DMZ ~ agents continued to report enG~ concern 
over ~xpected If.llied thrusts to the northo An agent reported an 
l.midentlfied regiment of the 308th Dirlsian was dispersed above the 
oentral Dl>Z to defend aga1nat a poesible ,:Llied attack. Four addtional. 
agents reported a nell 3d D1 vie ion in the ess tern DMZ 0 Bel OW" the 
eastern DW; the number of ABF on allied posi tiona and tire su.pport 

.I"-

bMes increased o This 8.Ction was attributed to elements of the 31st 
Group and the 270th and 64th Regiments and was believ9d to be an 
attempt to limit the 8.':tt,ivitiEls of forces supporting ~lled op= 

" :S!'Ilt.iollS 10. western QuaD.g Tri Province 0 The attacks by fire Taried. 
in intensity and dU!"ation o RF and PF un! ts reported. re"e1 rlng ABF 
consisting of 6Q:mn and 82:mm mortar rOWlds g while ARVN and US foroee 
and instillations were being struck with 82mm and12cmm mortars and 
122mm and 14Omm. rockets 0 The ~e ABF on FS B Fulle r 51 Camp Carro~l and 
FSB Vandegrift resulted in Ii tUe or no danage to tha FSBua and 
inetallatioll6 Ii and only light :\l!aeual ties were suatained by iliied 
forcee 0 Ci'li'ilian 0asual tle~ from attacks on La Vang OB and'Dong Ha 
c1 ty were 13 wOlIDrled ... 

(2) South of the oaast9l".U D!£ 9 the 126th Naval Sapper Regiment 
increased. activity nea.r~he end of Februaryp sinking one ship and 
damaging another in the Cua. Viet River on 24 February It On 27 Fe b= 
ruaryp an $xplosiv~ charge was attached to a barge and detonated!) 

. damaging the bargeo The d..U·~overy or fcur Soviet made ground=t0=8ea 
rock9ts on :J March indicated the enem,yvs increased interee't :in d.ia.= 
rupting allie:l shipping along the Cua Viet River$! where supplies could 
be easily tra.'iAsported in \l:-upport of the LAMSOO 719 operation 0 

(:~) South I')f the central Dl-ZJ) agent reports!) sensor aotivations, 
PW statements ~ and VR re"1eal,~. a build""up of enem;y forces West of 
FSB Fuller,!) and Route- 90 Theee eneDV units were identified as being 
the 3d Battalion9 27t~ Regimentp and elements of the 84th Art:1.1ler,y 
Regiment 0 The missions of t.hese forces were to conduct AN against 
FSBI S Fuller!) Vandegri.f't,l' Elliot and Oa LUi to fix allied for~e~ 

. i ",' ... n Brt~T' t' 0.=10 
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on these F'SBv s; to tie down p1 lied farces operating in the area and 
to disrupt. the nov of lupplies to and fran 1be Sanh. 1, Hoi Chanh 
stated that six oapanies at the 15th Bngineer Battalion, B-5 
Front,. were deplO1ed bIY+;vaen Call Lo and Khe Stmh with the masion 
of interdicting Route 90 During this phase, attacks lv tire 
inoreased as did attaek.s on c.oo.voys :traveling an Route 90 

(4) A sharp increase in enem;r activity vas deteoted in western 
Quang 'l'ri Province. Sensors along Route 600 and near the western 
DJ£ indioated increased Ilovemem o· The 37th A.RYJT Rangera oontacted. 
an en~my battalion at lD670477. !be 3d Squadron, 5iih Cavalrr engaged 
two 8Deuw companies at XD767 ~. another canpan;)'" at lD'795500; aDd 
ground observers reported sightings of large sDe eneDl1' forces (pro\)., 
ably the 88th Reg1ment/300th Division) northwest of Khe Sanh. 
Another agent report indicated that the 246th Regiment,B5 Front 
was located in the vicinity of XD641596.· Inf'ormation derived 
fran PW and agants, indicated that these forces were plannlng attacks 
on Khe Sanho . 

(5) North of the we~'tern D:Ml;9 NY! SAM units increased aotivity 
against allied airorafto On 2 March the 8D8JV' launched Sll.SA...2 
MissUe at a Mohawk f'lying at 3 9 700 teet. The pUot reported 
the mssUe came !"rca a line along ID8159=-XD6981. Three probable 
S'&"'2 Missles were fired at an 02 fip.ng over lD671680 on .3 Marl3h. 
Aerial photography' revealed empty fan song antenna trailers at 
XD67;869 and a misele transporter at XDS64952 0 In aild:J.tion1,) ~ F4 
reported re<!ei ving a weak fan song radar signal while :f1Jr1ng <n"8r 

XD6054~ to the south of the operations' area., 

(6) The 1:34 Rocket Artillery Battalion and. other 7th Front 
elements increased aotivity in southern QaaDg Tn by stepping up 
atta,cks ~ fire and ter.rorist incidents in the lOIflands. Quang Tr1 
am La Yang Combat EBses received 12211.m rockets co 24 and 25 'ebt-u.ary!l 
respeotively.. This inoreased. aetirlty was believed to be an attempt 
to diver~ attention fr.om.!' and to stop the flow of supplies to Khe Sanho 

(?) (h 8 Februar,r ARVN fore;es erossed the LaoUan/Vietnamese 
border to la1mch the second. phase of Operation LAJf)Ql 7190 Initial 
enenv resistance was light~ howe-.erp the density of ene~ AA assets 
deployed throughout the rear servioes s7ftam vas BOCllretleoted 'I:u 
intense AJ. fil-eo 'lhe AA weapons included 12.'lIIm, 14.5l1JDlg 37mmg 
57:ran and some 10Qam guns 0 Numerous ilioraf't received intense AJ. 
tire 8l!I the 8D8lIl7 had deplo.yed gw:JS alang key supply rOl.ltes and 
storage aress o !ircraJ:'t flyibg along Route 9 and 10.32 reoeived 
heav 37mm AA fire from yell emplaced positions 0 

(8) During the initial ARVN thrtlSt, observers reported major 
enem;r efi'orte to mow material south', out of the .10 0 Itrorta qy 
the .ene. to reiocate AA veapons to the ..,..tern. Tchepone area vere 
also reported.. As ARVN foross moved near the border, the eneuor 

0=11 
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also revealed his cCinverrtlonal artillery capability l:u launching 
heavy artillery attacks 0 Theae artillery attacks, along with 
mortar arrl -rocieet atta.('ks on fixed ARVH positions and FSals con"" 
tinued.· sporadically" - '1'hl3 artllleI7 veapons inclucia conf'irmed 122mm 
field gtD1B and 105mm howi tZE'rs and Possible 85mm and 12_ field 
gunBo During the initlal d.rive on Route 9 and daring the air 
assaults north and south of Route 9, .ARVN forces initiated numerous 
small contacts and uncCT9rad sheable stprage facUities along all 
major routes o Captured. equipmant included trucks!> POL, commmUcationa 
equipnent1) and T8.rlous types of AA and indi·vidusl weapons and ai'I»> 

munition 0 Also,!' a captured document established one segment of the 
P(J. pipeline £rOOt Vietnam to Base Area 611 as running along ID47J99 

ID50381' XD52339 XD5231 and XD492So Allied airstrikes destroyed other 
segments of the pipeline north of &.se Area 6040 Major enemljy units 
defending the a,rea juat west of the border during the initial }il.ase 
were the 1st va Regiment!' 2d NVA Division~ 24B Reg:lJnent9 304th Division, 
and eleJOOnts of the 675B ArlUlery Reg1mento A PW fran the 14th AA 
Battalion~ 2d NVA Division stated the 2d Division consisted of the 1et 
VC Regiment and 3d and 141 s t; Reg:iments 0 During February l' the 
dividon m'J'.red edBt fran Tchepone to support other NVA units a·tp 
tempting to bal.t the ARVN drlve into Laos. An agent reported the 
location of the 24B Regiment sa along the Ie Samon RiTer between 
XD619562 and XD647552 on 6 Februaryo Additionally, rear service 
units put up strong,9 rut lso1atedS) resistance while vithdraldng 
to the west and northo Tents.tively identified as being in thie 
immediate v.icinity was a K20 uriit (p.18sibly the 20th Sapper Battalion) 
and other 304th Division 8'llpport el6Dlents 0 

(9) On 12 February1) enemy resistance began to stlf'feng :pa.l6 
ticularly around Ban Dong and Route 10J2Bo This probably' coincided 

. with the arrival. of eubetp...nt1a:.t ene:m;y re1nforcemants from North 
Vietnamo . The entire )08th Division was identified as being among 
thes e re1nforcemen tEi 0 From 1 0 t,o 14 Fe brtla.ry !BYN and US un! t8 
intercepted large ene1ltf formations attempting to move east t.~.ward 
Khe Sanho (h the 1Ot..hS' 21st Rangers contacted. 88th·Regiment 
elements near Route 1 0)2B o ~ the 11th, 37th Rangers reported eI'.~ 
gaging one battalion ili. the "lficinity of 1J)670477 0 Visual raooo= 
naiseance revealed continued infll tration of 88th Regiment element, .. q 

on Route 608. ARVN forces Q'lrerran a J08th CP at XD646403 on 18 
February indicating that the entire JOOth Division was being 
deployed near the La~/Quang Trf (p) border area o 

(10) Two prisoners dtscl«3ed on 11 February that tis 64th 
Regiroent9 320th Division bad arrived in Laos on 4 February and had 
begun operating in tm Ban Dong areao On 14 Fe bruary a P.I free 
the 64th Regiment stat.ed that the 7th Battalion vi th 450 men and 
the 9th Battalion -were in the a.reao He also disclosed that an 
unidentified NVA tank unit with 15 P'r76 SlIl}ilihioUB tanks lias l()t;:a.t.€rl 
at XD54460 The 64th Regiment and the tank unit were probably 
operating as a task organization as ARVN elements contacted one~ 
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armor at .lD517473 on 10 Febrt:la:r7o Tanks were also sighted or 
destroyed at a number of other locations 0 On 9 )'ebru&r1 air cavalry 
elements Sighted tvo enem;y tanks at ID492494 and 21st Ranger elements 
reported three tanks a.n.d vehicles towing artillery pieces at .lD 592504.0 

(11) Further south, documents -oaptured at lD725257 on 8 February 
identified the 4th Anti~airGraft and 75th BngineerBattalion of Binh 
Tram 41. The doeuments also ponta1lled a defense plan that indicated 
Binh Tram forces and a supporting 1nhntry regiment would defend 
in place, then wi th~ to the junction of routes 920 and 9'26 0 This 
infantry regiment was believed. to be the 141st Regiment, 2d NYA 
Division 0 

(12) VR indicated the eIleDV continued to move material Tia 
western and southern routes andre.,..aled eTidence ot new road con­
struction in some areu o Indications that the ene. would continue 
to reinforce were supported by agentewho reported that IVA torces 
in 'MR'1'l'H vare organizing Laos liberation battalions to assist in 
the Laotian fighting., Two other reports also indicated that elements 
of 3248 Division were moving west to defend the salient area nd 
Route 616" 

( 1 J ) By 20 February 1971, NV A resis tance to LAM30B 719 had in~ 
creased to the point were enemy torcse vere able to consolidat.e aDd 
organize counter attacks against the ARVli, The first major battle of 
the operation began on 18 February 19710 Klements of the 102d Regle> 
ment/,OOOth Division supported by a heavy volume of RVA ground and 
anti ... aircraft ar.t111ery? rooket and mortar fire, attacktn the 39th 
Ranger Battalion at ID6055120 During the contact the enemy tired 
small arms and automatic weapons from all directions into the Ranger 
position, employed acc'Ilrate mortar and reeoillessrlfle tira p and then 
attacked fl:.cm the east into the weakest seglOOnt ot the perimetero The 
enemy vas reported to be using new individual weapons· and wearing new 
unil"orms 0 The enemy did not carry packs, only weapons, amDlmi tion 
and grenades o Bo eignals or noisemaking devices ~re employed prior 
to asaaul ts 9 but flashlights w"ere observed at nighto This atta~k r&= 
sulted in heavy lossee fur the 102d Reg:llnent as tvo battalions of the 
102d were rendered ¢ombat ineffective. 

(14) The NYA inttiat;!!!d their first coordinated armor=infantry 
attacks of the \i"8.1' in Lace when ·they assauJ. ted elements of the 3d 
ARVN Airborne- Brige.de at FSB 31 0 On 24 Fe brus.ry 1971 the ensuw 9'ID<" 

played armor and Infant.ry in wave assaults until they overran the FSBo 
Sul:::eequ.ent combat in the area reaul ted in the enenr lOSing at least 
27 Pr76 light ampbibions tank~ and an undetermined number of T5~. 
medium tankso A PW revealed that the 24B Regiment and the 36th R~gi= 
ment/JOOth Division were the infantry forces involved in the FSB 31 
attaoks and that elements of the 36th Regiment were to attack ARVN 
Airborne units in the Ban Dong areao The PW information vas sub­
stantiated b,y friendly sightings or enemy armor throughout the a.r.ea 
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east of Route 92B and north and south of Boute 9 .. 

(15) In an attack on Zl February 1971 enemy forces brought 
main tank gunf'ire on FSB 30. How"f8r, this time armor was used onl:,y 
in a support-by-fire role. FolloWing the lamching of sewral counte;r... 
attacks by the enemy t enemy anti-aircratt un! ts mowd. east to block 
allied air assaults. Simultaneousl:;y, ana. transportation unita 
began moving supplies southward.· During this period en81117 anti-e,i.r... 
craft fire took a heavy toll of ellied helicopters. 

(16) Meg Qnyen, a raIDer frOm the 24B B.eg1ment/304th DiT.ision, 
provided detaUed information on a headquarters designated as 70B Corps. 
According to )SG Quyen, 70B Corrs, organized in Oct·ober 19'70, cvm:ros.nded 
the 304th, 300th and 32Ot.h DiviSion, artillery regiments, and armored 
regiment and nmnerou.s support elements, including anti-aircraft artil­
lery. The 70B Corps was orginal.ly organized to. operate in RVN, bo.t was 
diverted to oppose the L.AH300 operation. MIg Quyen related that 24B 
Regiment, with advance elenents frOD1 the 9th and 66th RegiJll8nts, had 
infll trated to an area just west ot the Quang Tri border by 9 February 
1971. He further related that at least one tank battalion of the 
Corps I tank regiment had infll tratedinto Laos by early February 1971. 

(17) en the southern flank of the operation, eneJll1 support units 
and what was probahly 3248 Division elements continued. to exert heavy 
pressure on the ARVN 3d Regiment. Beav artillery and tactical a.ir 
relieved the pressure on the 3d Regiment, alloving them to regroup 
and to reinfor{'!e 0 

(18) Along the Quang Tri border, 1st Ranger Group e181llllnts Duie 
contac.t 'tiith the 88th Reg1lnent/300th Di'9'ision on 3 and 4 March 1971 • 
This contact also reTealed that the 88th RegimeJ:t°s main objective 
continued to be Khe Suh. The 1st .ARVN Airborne Division WaB also 
heavil:;y engaged in earl,.. March 19'71. On one occasion the enem;r shelled 
the 2d Battalion/1st Airborne Division position with 1,000 rounds ot 
mortar and ert1l1~ry and then attacked vi th at least a battalion. The 
ARVN sustained very light oasual ties while inflicting heavy casual ties 
on the attacking .forOGo A PW stated that the attac.king unit was the 
25th Sapper Battal:ion., ~u.bnrdinate to 70B Corp3. 

c.. Phase IT! (6 ,~1 5 Haroh 1971) 

(1) &:lemnts of tb3 84th Artillery Regiment continued to shell 
friendly outposts belov the D!£. On 6 March, a 19 round r~et attack 
was conducted against the Khe Sanh airstrip by probable elements of 
the 84th Artillery Regbsnt. The 33d Sapper Battalion and the 14th 
Ingineer Battalion remained active as several convoys were smbushed 
along Route 9. To the west., heav !;JenBor readings indioated i1le> 
creased a"tivit;y ae en8D\Y' units continued to infU trate south fran 
the Dl£. This correlated with agent reports identifying Zlth Regimmt 
elements moving to positions south of Route 9 where they would become 
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tactically activ4. 

(2) In the southern Qua.ng Tri lowlsnds, ene. activity increased 
as probable K34 Rock"t Ar:tillery Battalion elapts conducted attacks 
b,y fire on Quang Tri and La Vang Combat ,Bases. Sn.eral agent reports 
indicated 7th Front elements would assist Tocal force .ni~s in attack­
ing bridges ani supply convoys along QL 1. Intelligence indicated t.hat 
800th and 814th Battalions vere to attack the Mai Linh Su'beector Head"" 
quarters and ARVN installations in the La Vang a.reao 

(J) Eneqr activity in the Khe Sanh area increased sharply 5S Khe 
Sanh received heavy attacks by fire.. Tbese attacks were attributed 
to 675th Regiment Conventional Artillery units located in the mount­
ainous region west of the baseo A probable 84th Begillent team struck 
Forward Support Area 1 with rockets early on the morning of 8 March 
1971 " 

(4) South of Khe S8.l1h" interrogation of a Hoi Chanhp who rallied 
on 16 March 1971 9 cc::nf'irmed earlier iDdications that 812th RegiJD8nt 
un! ts had deployed in the Quang Tri Salient. He stated the 5th 
Battalion was located at ID815299 and heard that the 6th Battalion 
vas operating near the Co RoCl area.. An agent rep(]['ted that the 
Hue Municipal un! t had received a d~iv. from MRTTH outlining 
the unites duties in e.upport of the Laos operation.. The unit Waf< 
tc con,duct harassing attacks around and near m:Uitary installations so 

and VC cadre vere to t>911 the po}:nlace that the A.RVN vas being an= 
nihilated in Laoso 

(5) Local VC units d'iebin Thua Thien (p) appa.rentlT adopted this 
theme as the 160th PF pl.atoon discovered l.et'lets at YD911115 stating 
that some ARVN tmits had join.ed the Iforth Vietnameseo Possibly l'"lated,; 
on 15 March 1971 an eetinat-.d VC platoon entered a hsmlet at YD55S.315 
and distrilnted leaflets urging th.pe,~pl. to join the VC o They alec 
kidnapped eight males be~en the ages ot. 13-17. With the decreaBt8 
in assistance fran NVA uni tf! 9 local va elements appeared. to btl 
employing forced'reormtment morra frequently as a _ans of sup.­
plementing their forces and appeared to be making an effort to develop 
unrest among the populace in an attaupt to force ARVN to return to 
the RVN to provide securityo 

(6) To the west the ARVN incursions into the immediate Tchepone 
area app9lU'8d to ea:teh the en.0D\1 ott balanceo Visual. re<?onnaissano9 
throughout the LAMS<N area indicated increased mO'f'ement of enem;y 
ground un! ts end field end anti=aircraft artillery 0 Air Force sensors 
indicated baa..,. enem;y truck tra.f'fic, especially through the western 
DMZ entry gateo A.tter taklng stock of the general situation9 the 
eneIlG" began preparations fClr iJDmediate counter activity and initiated 
resupply of his hard pressed units 0 PW' interrogations disclosed that. 
element.s of the 24B Regiment were engaged along Route 92B and in tJle 
area between Base Area 604 and the Quang Tri (p) bordero 

~~~~.~7~'''''''~1i~ """"'..... . - . 
" . 
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(7) North of Route 9,. 24B Regiment forces were probably responsible 
for the conVOT ambush at XD660380" the mortar attack on the 11th Airborne 
Battalion at XD 65D39Ds and the downing of a helicopter at XD6523820 In 
the vicinity of XD5643, a PW reported that he o1:serred troop3 :fran 
the 1st va Regiment.. h';) belil3ved these forces were to take part in 
coordinated attat:'lks against Aloui With tanke~ rockets and field a:rtU­
lery.. A PW fran the 2,4B Regiment captured on 4 March 1971 indicat~d 
that the 4th BattalionS' 24B Regiment 'deployed Bouth into Laos in Sep= 
tamb3r 1970. and that its current mission was the interdiction of 
Route 9 between Lao Bao and Ban Dong o One of the prisoners located 
an NVA armor unit in the vicinity of XD635368, where airetrikelli 
destroyed enemy tanks on '1 Maroh 1971 .. 

(8) Interrogation of a PW from the 1st Battalion, 36th Begi.ment 
captured at XD534436 on 4 March 1971 provided unit looations as of 
1 March '1971 tor several 30Sth Division subordinate units. He stated 
that the 1st Battalionp 36th .Regiment was located in the vicinity or 
1J)5749, the 2d BattaUon at XD5649, the 3d Battalion at XD545D and 
the .Regimental HEladquarteN at XD5704~o The PW ~ther stated that 
the diviSion's 6th Ant1=a!rcraft Battalion, recently att~ched to the 
36th Begiment, was based a.t XD585495 on 1 March 19710 He also claimed 
that the 36th had a subordinate 5th Sapper Battalion vhich was 
targeting the Aloui areao The source depicted the 3QSth DiTision AD 
as extending trom. the vestern corner of the D~ to AlODio Its 
primar;y mission W8J!! to open the 1D32/92B road ayst_ to BUpply' traffic .. 
The PW also stated the 1D2d Regiment vas assigned the northern portion 
of the AD; the 36th the middls 9 and the 88th the Lao Bao area.. He 
said the 36th Regiment c.eployed south with 1,600 :men but only 1 pOOO 
vere lett o The 1st Battalion and the 5th and 6th Support Battalions 
were caught in a 25 February 1971 Arc Light strike at XD6362, resulting 
in 200 killed or woundedo In addition, thl9 2d and 3d Battalions r;tI~OJ 
tained )00 caslJ!llti68 in tha ground aesaul t on !'SB 31 .. 

(9) ARVN units dis"crvered a destroyed 122mm howitzer and tV\') 
mu1ti~tube 122mm r.ocket lal.m.ehers south ot FSB Liz on 10. March 1971 9 

indioating that the early Mareh 1971 shelling ot Aloui and FSB Lo Lo 
vere oonducted from tbie& location.. A readcut of 7 March 1971 aerIal 
photograpby revealid two probable CaJIX)u.f'1aged 100m. anti..,airera.ft gtma 
near ROIlte 1032B at XD5953" This supported indioations that tb9 
enemr was increasing the 8i"e as Y.ell as denSity of his anti-a1rcr~~ 
effort in the western DloZ infU tration routes. Documents re ... '1overed 
from enemy bodies on 11 March 1971 near J'SB Delta identified the 141at 
NVA Regiment .. 

(10) The enem.r inoreased his use of conventional artiller,r 
during the period,!) with w:tensive attacks on ARVN fire bases using 
85, 122 and 13<lnm guns. He aleo engaged in counter-battery activities 
against W artillery un1t;s along the Quang Tri border. KnelI\1 field 
artillery- had been forced to increase its mobility to avoid destruction 
by air and helicopter gun~hip "strikes 0 How8ver9 RVNU 
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artil~ery in static hUltop positions offered a tempting target for 
enemy mortar and rocket tei:llll3 l1 as well as conventional gun batteries. 
Elements of the 675B Field ArtllleryReg1ment concentrated on attacking 
these poeitions~ 

(11) A pw (',aptured on 14 March 1971 Bouthweat or FSB 30 indicated. 
he was a member of the 5th Battalionp 88th NVA Regblent.. His Clapturs 
in this area indicated the westward movement of the regiment tram its 
normal positions alQllg tha Quang Tr1 {p) border and indicated that 
its future commitment would 00 against ARVN forces in the Aloui ares o 

(12) bDIT md:ts throughout the operational area showed signa 
of preparations fot" in'Oreased pn!oI>lure m .A.RVN as they prePlred to 
withdraw fran the Tehepone &reao Allied-eupply helicopters experienced 
heavy anti-aircraft fire near ARVRbases, and there vere freqllSnt sight.-. 
ings of el'lElDlJ armor. Airstrikes d&8tro;yed two tanks near lSB Hercules 
(XD 49734S) an 14 Maroh 1971 and six others north of the Ie Pon River 
and FSB Lis on 15 March 1971 0 Soa:th of the Ie Pon River'p 1st ARVN 
Regiment 'lUli ts engaged in heavy eontaet from 14 through 17 March 1971 
with probable elements of 141st and 1st VC Regiments of the 2d NVA 
Division" ARVN units nport~ over 1,p600 eneDlJ l'lasualtiea in these 
contacts and it was believed that '\Va eneDlJ regiments vere probabl7 
rendered combat ineffective .. 

do Phase IV (16 Ma..""'Ch = 9 April 1971) 

(1) .As ARVN forces began this redeployment 'phase!l the enemy becaJIle 
increasingly willing to expend personnel' and equipnent in order to in= 
fliot msx1.mum cuualtiM.. For exaaple9 tile 1st ARVN Regiment 'Ii8B in 
calstant oontaot trom 14 to 17 Mareh with probable elements o£ the 
2d NVA Divieion at FSB Lo LOg reaul ting in over 1 9 300 enel'll1' ldlled,9 
compared to 116 friendly kllled and 272 wounded.. Again, on 18 a.OO. 19 
March 1971S) elements of tM 1st AIlVl{ Airbome Brigade were in hea.". 
cant~t9 resulting ih ,60 etl,elV killed. ARiN forces had 26 kU1$d 
and S6 wOWldedo The NVA apparently felt that their increased losses. 
were worth the p?liti~a1 and psychological ga.1ns. 

(2) The 2d NVA DivisionS! despite heavy l06ses iu we south!' appB.ed 
all available troops on ARVN forces defending southwest or Alou1 .. 
At 23001 on 19 Marcil 19711) tour batt91ioD8 ot the 2d !RVN RagiDent 
received coordinated ground attacks !"rom the 1st VO Beg:tmen:tl' the 
141st Regtmenti) tb3 aubordinate mite of the 2d NV! DiviSion and ar 330 

tn The 4th &ttalion of the 1st ARVN Regiment was il) hsavy 
coo.tact at mid=<iay of 17 :t<B.rch~ and in intermittent contact throughctUt 
that night /I 'The enemy usec1 loudspeakers calling for ARVN soldiers 
to surrender during the night.. A search of the eneD\Y KIA indioat?d 
that they were ~om the 64th Reginent, 320th NYA Division. 
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(4) When the 4th Batta.lion moved to a new helicopt~r pickup zone 
on 18 Ma.rch~ they met with large, well-coord1nated,forces.· The pl.ckup 
zones vere subjected to intense AA' tire, 'as rear, service mdtsem­
plo;red more weapons .. 

(5) At Aloui, the eneD\V was expected to launch an arDm' attack 
against ARVlf forces; howe,-rerp AKiN forces deployed eastward before 
the .sault could occur. Tac Air, however, destroyed fom' eneDtr tanks 
near Alooi on 19 March 1971. 

(6) Along Rmte 9, between Aloui and Ta Pat, enemy units 
launched an all out effort to prevent the w:1tbirawal from the baseo 
They conducted coordinated growxl attacks on ARVN convC1S, supported 
by mortars, rockets, and artillery from the 675B Artillery-'Regiment. 

(7) Activity increased south of FSB Delta with numerous attacks 
by fire, including 13Qmn field artillery. The intensity of' enemy 
aotions indica.ted. the :reinf"(,iI!,('jement of 324B-Div1sion eleDMmu elrea.d;y 
there.. Statements ot a 16 March 1971 Hoi Chanh and captUL'vJ documents 
indicated 812th Regiment employman:1; in the Co Roc area to harass 
allied positions.. Prisoners identified 1x>th the 29th ani 803d 
Reg:1.mnts of the 324B Division as the force attacking the Vietn.a.lms9 
Marine Corre elements at FSB Del tao 

(8) While the 2d NYA Division attaoked from the westp elements 
of both the 308th and the 32413 Division attempted to block the ARVN 
withdrawal into Quang Tri (p).. As the major units ap}roached the 
Laos/Vietnam bordery aerial observers deteoted a large element or 
ene:m,y amar clOSing rap:1a.~ on the rear of the AKVN column.. Allied. 
air destroyed a large segment of this armor force.. Apparently fJ 

the NYA planned to 'block ARVN m0"j'8ment, then attack the rear lw1.t.h 
tanks. 

(9) When the alli9d units redeployed into RVN, the enemy relied 
011 attacks by fire, and econany of force tactics such as sapper 
assaults an:l amblE-hes to further pressure allied forces and cause 
casual tie!a 0 Khe Sanh reoe:1 vEld rocket or artillery f'ire slmos t dally, 
probably from the 67,B Regiment in the Co Roc highlands.. Small 
uni t ambushes employed around. Khe Sanh to harass the allied forces 
were probab1.;y oonducted by elements of the 812th Regiment of the 
324B Division.. Elements of the 25th, 31st, 33d and 19th Sapper 
Battalions probably conducted the sapper attacks on Kbe Sanh and 
Vandegrift during late March md early AprU. EIleD\1 attempts at 
P':lychological warfare became aPJ:8r9nt on 29 March 1971 jl when ARVN 
stragglers returned to Khe Sanh with notes the NVA had placed on 
US bodies. The notes urged A.RVN soldiers to ·Ohien Hoi·.. . 

(10) The NYA conductoo. no major attacks after all ARV.N units 
had closed to the Khe Sanh area on 24 March 1971. 

0.;..18 
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(11) The major enemy formations, both in Laos and Mt 1 have 
been seriously hurt by ground fighting and incessant air and arti1~ 
1e17 bombardment. These units are lmderstrength and have lost heavily 
in terms of experienced leaders and equi~t.. It is expacted that 
these mits will required four to six mmths to refit and retrain .. 
Intelligence rEJ'Veals the enell'\f has been forced to utilize combat 
troop:J as well as rear service perscmnel in a massive effort to repair 
the damage done to roade, storage areas, ard transshiJIIIBnt points. 
It is estimated that the en~ will not be able to rebuild bis 
logistics system and his tactical units for a major offensive before 
late September'1971. As this time frame puts h:1m into tl:e northeast; 
monsoon p3r1od, any major offensi'Va may be forestalled until the 
spring of 19720 
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I. (5) Security requirements dictated a close bold on planning for 
sensor equipnent to support LA.MSOB 719.. Planning tor sensor nee was 
initiated immediately upon release of, close hold.. ARVN planning in­
cluded use of onl7 PSID raets. Sensor teama were not inclUded in I..AM30N 
719. During the Dewey Can;ron II phase, a total of 41 ADSID strings 
were implanted b.r Marine OV-I0A aircraft in support ot Khe Sanh and 
Route 9 seourityo 

2. (8) In accordance with the Fended planning guidance, 19 LaO!!! 

strings were readout b;r Dart 10 Information trom those strings DS 
passed tJnoough XXIV Corps FWD to I Corps J'WDo These strings and ex­
tracts from infiltration surveillance center reports pronded valuable 
information on enemy truck and personnel IIlOvements in and around the 
area of operations. The ARVN commander was notified through advisors 
of the availabilit:r of F-4 sensor implant capabilitY', and subsequently 
two route monitor strings were requested and implanted. Completeness 
of Task Force Alpha route structure coverage made fUrther implants in 
the initial stages of LAMSON 719 unnecessaTT. 

3. (5) In accordance with other guidance, the use of st&1-behind 
strings was emphasised through adn80r channels o Becaue ARVN units 
did not have implant teams in Laos, coDDaDders vere reluctant te at­
tempt 8ensor implanto Persistent requests led to approTal ot the sta.:r­
behind string concept 0 Approval oame during the wi tlxlrawa1 phase of 
LAMSON 719 .. 'Sensor implant was not accomplished because required equip­
ment was misdirected to 101et Airborne Division (Ambl)o 

40 (8) During the rinal withdrawal from Laos and Khe Sanhp 10 strings 
were programmed for Air Ji'or~. 1mplGt and moDi tor to increase .ecrutiy 
for the wi tbdraving troope 0 SubMq.nt:q-,· eight strings ore implanted 
by Ji'~o . Redeployment at RVNAF to the Rft made implant of the remaining 
two strings unneeese&ryo 

5. (8) Sensors detacted 5p 232 targ.ts of which 694 were attacked. 
Artillery attaoked 677 targets, upending 3,339 roundso lillrtars werl! 
used to at.tack 14. targetB and radio firing device. vere 1l86d against 
three targeteo There was no reported BDA of these strikes aa a major= 
ity of targets were attacked at night or in inclement weather, and 
most air obeervers were not available tor adjustment and BDAo Local 
Air Fo~ce records of strikes during LAMSON 719 do Dot reflect the 
source of target acqu1eitionp precluding attribution of Air Force 
strikes to any particular targeting agena,yo 

GROUP 4 
Dovudgra4ecl at 3 ,.ear 
Interrall; decla881ti9d 
Atter 12 :rears 

I 0
1.-1 E 'MNrtetll1hM ... 
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!m1I. 

BT 41 
308th HQ 
36th Regt--
88th Regt. 
102d Regt. 
64th Regt 
304th Div 
66th Regt. 
24B Regt -
2d Div 
141st Regt· 
1st VO Regt. 
B1' .31 
70B Corp:J HQ 
25th Sapper Bn 
675B Arty Regt 

f 164th Regt_­
. .32413 Div 

29th Regt 
812th Regt 
80.3d Regt , 

UNITS IDBNTIFlBD m CONT Aat 

Document 
PW;l>oc 
PW 
PWA?oc 
PW',lHC 
PW 
PW 
PW 
PW,lHC fl>oc 
PW 
Doc/PW 
PW 
FW 
PWJHC 
PW/Doc 
Probable 
Probable 
Probable 
PW 
Doc 
PW 

2-C-1 

GROUP-4 
Downgraded at 3 year 
intervals: Declassified 
after 12 years 
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APP J (NVA MR III AND IV) TO ANNEX C 
AFTER ACTION REPORT TO LAM 800719 

~II 

.... " 

North Vietnam. 

MR-IV 

GROOP-4 
Downgraded at .3 year into 
vale: Declassified after 1 



Figure. ,APP 4 
Route Structure Adja-' 
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GROUP 4 
Downgraded at 3 year 
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r 12 years 
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tc Annex C (Intelligence) tc CQDlbat After 
D) 

• ~ 0 (C.) ENEMY Ala DEFEN3Eo The NVA flkillfully deployed throughout the 
LAHSON "?~9 o'!Je!'a ;·.l';rcl area an extensive,Q sophisticated, well-integrated~ 
hi;},l} m,,:.bile !i.:..lr .:.l"Ifensl!'l 9ystemo Large numbers oi' anti-aircraft weapons 
of :"":'i"'::ll Of.l:t:J::crs W!r.~ strategically positioned, well...aamoui'laged, and 
1';::£,,; '.;s!I!ly dt:.';~~l~l, There was ",-.ridenc!, +.hs'lf. some anti-aircraft V'!"I1Dons 
,/~.,.., ··,~i,:;:,~o~.ti.;;l.led" Whene.ver t.'le opportu..'1ity presented itself" the 
NV.A ,·.:~'jl.oyed i "".,: ~nt:lr:~ .I.a.mily of anti~aircraftQ artillery, and infantry 
\i'-'l!;~:t"" a£a:L:.:.,.l, aJrc!"').f', in the air and helicopters on the ground. Th~ 
e!~:T" IJ';i("kly ::nassed hi J a!,ti-a.ircre.ft \,jeapons around friendly troop 
p(2i HODS and Y .. no'.ffl c'r !:'·!}sp.ec:i:.ed GVN Forces landing or pick up zoneJso 

Ail ~ffe.o UV'e t,eGhniq,t~e used by the NVA was the emplo:yment through­
... ':1'[, ~~lf! ('pt:1'ab.on ar~a of t,en to twelve man cO!bat teams armed with 
~J"MI.~l arms~ at least fine 12.'/mm machine gun, at least one 82mm mortar~ 
Tl·.~ )!;e or two RPG X"I)Cke'\.. launchers, Posi tioned on or near cri tics.l 
~,;rl<1.ir.f lv:ated i.:1 bunkers and trl!!nc.hes~ and well-supplied with am­
·T!'.:~·:i.''':~~':, t.h!'s,~ combat teams a.tt.scked by fire allied e" 1"f1raft and GVN 
~J ::'JIC:!. f0,~"ees operating wi t.hin their assigned areas. The teams were 
'- :J.p~rl:" (,~' piac lng 1:::" mun lIlach1.ne gun and 82mm mortar fire an virtually 
~. ~j:j fd'~~'.ny fios.i tir;D:! landing zone ll and pick up zone in the LAMSON 
", i'~ 01)( r~~~j.on8_1 ;JJ:~a, 

';::le NJA irJ.iA.r..i,ry a.nd AA gm:.ners frequently moved in as close as pos­
!~.'.b:.e to fdendiy !'orc .. s who were ,)Ccupying positions and securing IJrl;J.-

_ l pick 1.1.p ZO~M~ NVA forces sometimes closed loIithin 20 or 30 
t!·.;t··:~·: :"'1: f ... "le .. _~~l:t ";.L:i~ .. .; .~:Ci.!1n: ... ~:s F~r~Jjet.erE. 8..I~d. positi(.'i13., 111ls uhu5bir13it 

, '. aff~':('if'r.. t.h'1' N'lA pr :;.tll!!ci:.iOll from friendly artillery~ tactical air~ 
3.;~~ a;1;;e<:.. helicopter str i.kes whl«:h friendly forces were reluctant to bring 
.:..::: i ... <)c':]:3':': ':.; the;j\se>"!, Th1':'~} the NVA was able to direct a heavy 
v\~lt:.;n" ,',f E';-.,")rt,~::-8.:::Be' ~'"'l"ll a::n:$9 Ai. a!ld. rtPG rocket fire against heli­
\: .:·pters f:'yicg if' 3,':.d :,,:-; r::-t ·! .. h~ fL..~nCJ.i posItion. 

t.r,,""\' f':'7"<;~e 1:'~giSt~l'~d r:\!:lr~GaT ~' artil1ery~ aI'l.d rocket fires on ~''J~t 

< .; ': '.;Ii, t: ')!~ pJ.":klP ~~:'~~es in +ht~ are{\., particular: y tt03!'1 an 
g':"~l,~.~c (' ~ 'l""cf1!"nC, .,,~:, tI~arl;v every landing and pick up zone 

c .. "e -;.,u:,(!~~ J:;:;":';'\',~. L.re aijtflck SOoO fl . .fter an.y allied a.innobile operation 

(I)) ,sTR.ONG POUlTS, T~~r;,':'1gh;:'1'.lt ~e operation area, enemy st.rong 
" ". ;·3 w~:. ': ,0;. t,'.la t'!!d r)~: rrcm.i.nent +.~:..~r!.d~'. The~e atl' ~''1e; points vere 
ll.·~'k ,'~:. ~."'" ;~ ,., ,.,,: n· .. , :~'\'':,<~~ r"~-J '·1:::6.~1 .,:-'l (':' 011", or I:!cre m{lrt.a~· t,'''.:Jne; 

", -.' !"l.:" '~:'.~";) :'·'-.:,1 't.,;'w~ .. ~\ ~~"l~·"~~~·t ::.:.~:-:.11 d:rn13~ {J .. C*te:"!. irlC~::ldj.t:~ 

.,;:.;. ."".'" ;~ .. , r,'.·:> ~Ul. l1t"/ip-"l'le ·,,!t:.r~ S:ttUD.t:'l,j l.a t.bll ~ .. "t'l:) Le.r,,::,.~J 
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Appendix 7 (The Xe Banghiang Water Transportation System) to Annex C 
(Intelligence) to Combat After Action Report LAMSON '719 (u) 

1. (C) INTRODUCTION 

Some of the effects of Lam Son 719 on the e~e:myls supply systems :may 
never 'be known; but one :result of the operation.cOming to light now lilt 
the beginning of the mcnsoon is the apparent loss to too enell\Y of th~ uee 
of the Xe Banghiang water transportation system, also ,known as WateNay 
7-J. To better understand this loss and its military significance, this 
report will review the use of the watervay. This history is based on in­
telligence derived from the interpretation of ~erial photography, sensors, 
interrogation of POW's and recent information gathered frOID a Hoi Ohanh 
who rallied during L8m Son 7190 For maps of the area of this report 
refer t'o T8.9:A and' B. 

2. (C) GEOGRAHIY AIID HYDROGRAPHY OF W-7J 

Two river systems divide the Demilitarized Zone betweeen North Viet­
nam and South Vietnam. Both begin in the Weste:x:n DMl. One stream, the 
Rao Thanh flows eastward, eventually becoming the Song Ben Hai which emp­
ties into the Gulf of TOnkin. The other stre~·the subject of this re­
portj,-the Houei Nam Se nows westward, becOJiling the Xe -Sanghiang approx~ 
imately twelve kilometers west of the Laos-RVN border. The Houei Nam Se/ 
Xe Banghiang now westward for 30 kilometers and then turns sruthward 
into Base Area 6040 Near the center of Base Area (BA) 604, in the vic~ 
inity of Tchepone, it is joined b.Y two other rivers, the Xe Pon and the 
Xe Namkok. The· Ie Banghiang continues its trek south of Tchepone for 52 
kilometers to the connuence of the Xe Lanong. At this point its course 
changes, and it flows westward to the Thailand borde:r~ where it changes 
course and nows southward, event~ draining into the Mekong. At 
high water the Xe Banghiang is navigab.le throughout i1:is length to small 
sampans 0 During low water, the enemy's uSe of the river is limited t.o 
local movement in and around Tchepone as there are n\lIOOrous sandbars ~ 
rapids, and rock out-crops north and south of this area which limit the 
uSe of the river. 

3. (C) DIVEbOD1lmT OF THE WATERWAY 

Along with the northern portion of the Ie Banghiang~ the Hooei Nam 
Se had 'been considered not navigable during periods of low water. On 
11 January 1969~ however~ photogra.phy revealed that improvements had 
been accomplished on the portion of the channel of the Houei Nam Se lying 
within the Western DMZ and on an t1l\llarood stream which flows from the north 
into the 'Houei Nam Se (vic XD 683684)0 While the improved channel did 
not appeur suitable for travel b.Y watercraft, items resembling POL drums 
were observed floating downstream on both of tl's streams 0 Also at the 
ti~, a friendly guerrilla team rePorted that the eneII\Y was mov~ng rice 
by watercraft frOID a point seven kilometers wes t (xn 551695) of the 
stated impro'11\'3ments to a point approx:imately 16 kilometers farther west 
(XD 390640), indicating the ene1T\Y had developed. a odmbined free-now/ 
watercraft method of moving supplies. Shipments were averaging about 25 
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tons per week; though, at the time p the feeder route at the eastern end~ 
Route 1032A, had only recently been improved to accommooate vehicles, 
while the apparent collector route on the westex:n, end, Route 92A/913, w-as 
motorable only for foul" Idlcmeters north of its junction v.1. th Route 9G. 
By January 1970, one year later, the enemy developed this transportation 
system into a cOOlbined road a.nd, wa1i~Nay log.ts;Ucal route r Route 1032A 
was motorable and sustaining heavy vehicle traffic on the .. eastem end, while 
Route 913/92A on the other end was carrying vehicle ,raffic coming s(;uth 
out of the Ban Raving Pass on the recently created ioutes r'1 ~ .,., 
and 1039. _ The Houei Nam SelIe Banghiang provided the natural connector 
between two overland routes and had become the .ajor supply corridor from the 
Western D1-£ to BA. 604" 

4. (C) TH&:nm SUfa 

Basically there are four steps in the movement of supplies through 
this system: 1) movement of supplies through North Vietnam to the Houei 
Nam Se/Xe Banghiang; 2) the unloading of the supplies into the river, 
3) collection at various points at the vestern and of the river; and 4) 
storage of the supplies in Base Area 604 or move~nt farther south by ve= 
hicle. While tho specific location of each of these activities has 
changed during the tvo-year operation of the waterway, the four basic 
steps are helpful in understanding the system. 

Step 1: Supplies are first trucked south through North Vietnam on 
Route 103/1 032A.. This route is not only more direct than 1039 or 1038 
to the vest but is also safe from harassment by the air. In factr when 
unable to continue south on Route 92A/913 from 1038 or 1039 because of 
interdictions, the NVA have resorted to dumping supplies into the water 
where 1038 and 1039 parallel the Ie BanghiMgo Also, during the begin­
ning of Lam Son 719, the NVA extended Route 1036, which parallels 1032A~ 
to the river. This provided them with yet another access route to the· 
watero The rallier cited at the beginning of this report believes Binh 
Tram (MUi tary Station) 27 located in the Hill 700 area has the respons­
ibility of maintaining the Xe Banghiang system. between. Hill 700 and the 
Ie Pon Rivero For this task BT 27 has approximately 400 people engaged 
in the operation of the system between these two points 0 Hill 700 on 
NVA captured maps is the equivalent of what ve hold as Hill 663 (XD 
676716) and is located just to the vest of the unnamed stream which flows 
into the Houei Nam Se and which also serveS as the roadbed of Route 1032,A.., 
According to the source, only two to five ml.n~Ws are required to prepare 
a bag of rice or food stuffs for insertion into the river system" Sup­
plies are unmarked, but contents are indicated b,y the size of the bag or 
ty:pe ot container. All 55-gallon drums contain gasoline.. Rice is normAl­
ly shipped in 50 kg bags~ salt in 30 kg bags~ and sugar in 25 kg bags" 
In addition to fuel and food, some medical supplies are also shipped" 
No weapons or ammunition are shippedtu the free-floating method.. The 
contents and weights of items shipped through this system have been 'ver­
ifiedby' PW interrogations and friendly guerrilla units vho he.ve 
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intercepted parcels as they floated downstream. Alao~ pilots striking 
~ 55-gallon drums with 20mm cannon fire have reported explosions and oil 
slioka which vould again 'verify that the barrels contain POL. 

Step 2: Step 2 originally occurred when the level of the vater was 
high enough to receive the supplies as they were pUShed off the beds of 
the trucks. This point was aeveral ldlome ters north of where the tmnamad 
tributary of the Houei Nam Se and the Rouei Nam Se join. By May 1970, 
this original transshipment point vas supplemented b.Y a second point far­
ther vest on the, LaOB-RVN border, near the 1032 fording point across the 
Rouei Nam Seo When vehicles 'began usiDg this ford, the tI'il.ll8shipment 
point was again moved to the wst, approximatelY one ldlometaro Once un­
loaded into the vater, supplies are normally danmed up by a barrier across 
the stream or liver which is then broken so that the supplies float on the 
released vater to the Xe Banghiango This regrouping and then releasing 
may also occur farlihllr'downstream if needed. Dans, according to the ral­
lier, are usually broken at 1630 hours and then the supplies float freely 
until they reach the transshipment points o To facilitate the mOVGlOOnt of 
3upplies on the river once in the vater, an extensive netvork of ehan"" 
neling devices was constructedo Some of these water floatation devices 
were made of 'OOmboo poies 0 'The rallier described their use and construct­
ion: In areas where supplies are likely to collect or get stuck, bamboo 
poles are driven into the river bank and then bamboo logs are tied to the 
poles with ropeo The rope has enough Slack to allow for variations in 
water level. Floating supplies bump into the smooth bamboo logs and are 
diverted from the bank area into the main channel 0 The bamboo channel­
ing loge are about the diametar of a man's thigh (approx 12 em.). Other 
channel devices noted on aerial photography have consisted of walls of 
POL drums and rocks.. Their net effect is to channel the supplies into 
the swiftest part of the current.. When the watershed becomes depleted 
during the dry season, their construction necessarily becomes more ela~ 
orate in order to create an effective chute for funneling supplies quick= 
ly through the system. According to the rallier, total time through the 
system from Hill 700 to the junction of the Ie Banghiang and the Xe Pon 
(XD 303467) is approximately four days. . 

Step 3s As previously mentioned, initially the 1ihird stage GOCUl'= 

red only ten' km west of the RVN-Laos l::mder ...mere supplies were picked 
up b.Y pirogues and transported farther wes't via thes. watercraft.. With-
in a Jear, thirty":·two channeling devices were constructed along the water 
routes trom XD 678692 to XD 404649, extending use of ,the river some 1; 
kilome'ters to the west where supplies were coralled into several trane.~ 
shipnent points on the east ani west banks of the Ie Banghiango The sup..­
plies were initially collected b.1 two strings.~f bamboo poles lashed to­
ge1iher at XI) 404654~ where they were gathered on the vest bank of thl. 
river.. From this point the supplies were portered 200 meters west to 92Ac 
where they were either stored temporarily in limestone caves in the area 
or placed on trucks for further shipment south. A second collect:ion point 
was also located in the arear only slightly downstream at XD 404649u 

7-Q..,3 
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Supplies missing the first cOLlection point were probably picked up at 
this location. Several piroguas were also located downstream to snatch 
those containers that ~8~aped both .collectionpqints. Later in 1970~ when 
the high level of the water allowed the unhindered movement of supPlies 
over the ra.pids to the south of these pick-Up pointsp new transsbipnent 
points farter south were created adding another 16 kilometers to the water 
route. The major transshipment point was loca.ted east of the Route 913 
ford (vic XD 351510). The other point at XD 318481, farther to t.he south, 
lies only three kilometers north of the j unction of the Xe BangUang and 
the Xe £bn and is probably the one talked about b.1 the ral1ier when he , t 
states the only transshipment point he knows o(at the end of the river 
is the one located at the connuence of these t'Wo wateN~. 'lhls state..., 
ment would indicate the rallier's knowledge of the system. is recent as 
this last location is relatively new to the system. 

Step ,: Once in Base Area 60/ .. , the supplies are either stored in the 
numerous natural cavea inherent to the Karst topography along the river or 
are transported on Routes 913 and 9G farther south to other baBe areas 0 

56 (C) RRLATIOOSHIP OF THE WATERWAY TO THE ADJACENT ROOTE STRUClUBB 

The significance at the water route is better understood by seeing 
it in relationship to the adjacent read! system as the enemy uses the 
river and roads to complement one another.. During the wet season;- when 
the overland routes are bogged down 'With muds> the rain is imrned into an 
asset as it swells the river and allO'WB supplies to float farther south 
and faster through the system.. During the dry season~ "When the water 
level of the river recedes to a point where supplies cannot noat free1y~ 
the adj acent roads are hardpacked and can sustain heavy traffic 0 The in~ 
terchangeability of the two systems is clearly evident in the fact that 
for the :last two years~ the NVA have reopened the seg:n:ent of Route 9211. 
parallel to the Xe Banghiang just in time to correspond with the begiml:ing 
of the dry season and limited use of the watervay. There are other a.d­
vantages to this novel transportation system: while the roads in Laoe 
are safe only at night, the river is a day and night mover 0 Trucks are 
vulnerable to US gunships!) lihUe supplies floating in the water are dif~, 
ficult to hito The ral1ier indicated that all factors including air ac,~ 
tlvlty, snagging on rockB~ water leakage am minor stealing accounted for 
a loss of only 30% of the supplies that were shipped through the systemo 
The accuracy of the percent figure-~'Wh1ch seems high to us-is apparently 
based on the fact that, according to the Bom-ce, a store~keeper at Hill 
700 records the nmnber and type of bags or drums that are dmnped into tho 
river and another storekeepor at the end transshipment point recorda the 
number and type of supplies that are received .. 

6. (C) VOLtJloIE 

The volume of supp1ios moved on this relatively low risk system is 
as Significant as its integral relationship with the route structure c 
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For example, on a typical photographic mission covering the entire length 
of the river during last year's monsoon, 490 plastic water ... tight bags 
of supplies and nine 55-g~110n drums were counted floating in the water .. 
Based on earlier esti'f1l8.tes of weight" the total tonnage in the water dur­
ing this one photographic missIon alone was over 50 tons.. On other photo 
miSSions, the ratio of dry' supplies to fuel is reversed with WO to three 
hundred 55-gallon drums noted floating along the river" representing over 
15,000 gallons of fuel.. Air Force tonnage totals for W-7J indicated same 
290 tons per week were being shipped on this trans portation system during 
its peak use last year o This estimate is based largely on the nmnber of 
trucks noted on Route 1032A multiplied by their known maximum. load caps.c­
ity. The rallier indicated that during the rainy season, euppli.es are 
dumped into the river system almost every d~, the average per day being 
about 200 tons of supplies. The rsllier also indioated tha~ the For. 
pipeline is preferred over the waterway as a means of shipping fuel be­
cause once in operation it far exceeded the capacity of the river syatamo 
WhUe the rallier's estimate of the tonnage shipped' on the waterw-ay ap­
pears high when comp:Lred to Air Force tonnage totals or to the amount 
noted on aerial photography and while he plays up the success of the 
pipeline, all estimates of volume of traffic on the waterway system are 
higher than the 165 tons por week credited to the NVA pipeline through 
the area-and that system is know to be limited to fuel.. Also. ather 
individuals interrogated on the pipeline indicated that it waS only in 
use a couple of hours a day and was oi'ten interdicted~ On 29 April)) for 
instance, the pipeline was reportedly interdicted five different timeso 

7. (C) SUMMARY 

The river system provides the enenv with a steady means of moving 
supplies from North Vietnam to the Tcbepone storage areas where the sUJP 
plies can be distributed into the Laotian infiltration network or the gas­
oline can be used to fuel vehicles. When compared with the night shuttle 
runs made on alternate land routes and even when compared with the POL 
pipeline, W-7J waS effective and its continued use could have been antic~ 
ipatod for 19710 Evidence prior to Lam Son 719 indicated ene~ intentions 
to continue use of the waterway as the channeling devices ,rere being im­
proved in anticipation of the upcoming dry season and Route 92A was again 
brlng re-opened for use.. Significantly ~ comparative photography flown 
during November in the vicinity of XD 599667 showed new channeling ~des 
in the eastern end of the waterway.. The enenw had been neglecting input­
ting into the system on 1032 in favor of Routes 10)8 or 10.39 fartherw8st .. 
This activity indicated eneTl1jy intentions to renew the use of the entire 
waterw~ 0 Indeed, the western end of the system was in use up to and dur~ 
ing the initial phase of Lam Son 719. 

8. (C) EFFECT OF LAM SuN 719 ON W-7J 

Lam Son 719 has changed the ene1t\1i s intentions for use of this '.j'ater~ 
we:y, at least apparently--and significantly--for the- summer monsoon~ The 
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time frame of Lam Son 719 coincided with the nonnal period of channeling 
improvement and the a..""fla of the operation encompassed the western trans­
shipment area of the Xe Banghiango Consequently, existing flotation de-
vices fell into disrepair and no new ones were builto Aerial photography 
shows only ten of the npprvximately sixty-seven channeling devices serviceable 
:p!:i>r to Lam Son 719 to be serviceable at :1;h1s t~e.. Transshipment and 
collection points were also damaged or destroyed and presumably a number 
of personnel engaged tn the maintenance of the waterway were killed dur~ 
ing the course of the o~rationo The rallier has indicated that. destruct-
ion of the channeling devices is the most effective way to close down the 
syste~. Also, heavy bombing by the Air Force has cratered the bed of the 
Xe Banghiang and the Houei Nam Se to such a degree that the min channel 
in some places has been dispersed to the extent that more work than usual 
will 00 needed to create an effective flow for floating supplies dO\JTl~ 
stream.. Thus, at the beginning of the monsoon p the enemy haa been deprived 
of his traditional vet season means of moveIlJ':"lnt from southern North Vietnam 
into Base Area 6040 

The construction of the POL pipeline and the use of the waterway were 
created initially in support of the roads extending out of southern North 
Vietnam into Base Aroa 60/ .. ; mainly to move fuel to storage areas for ve­
hicles traveling the Laotian route structure" The limited cargo cBplcity 
of one truck (approximately 16x55-gallon drums) SAd the acute need for re­
supply, would indicate that the eneIl\Y will attempt to open one or both 
systems as soon as possible. But as far as the waterway is concerned 9 use 
of the Ie Banghiang during the next month, and hopefully the next threo 
months, is unlikely as repair and access via the neighboring roads will be 
extremely difficult once the rains begin 0 As a result of this ~ one pro b,., 

able course of action tho eneIq'f may take will be to temporarily forget 
about resupplying his dopleted stockpiles within Base Area 604 and concon­
trate instead on moving what is left within the system as far south through 
the Laotian route structure as possible or to the areas requiring highest 
priority" Besidos providing BOA of enelIV vehicles noted on the Laotian 
route structure~ recent aedal photography over this area has shown t-hat 
the cargo on most of the destrqyed vehicles invariably to be POL 9 again 
indicating the fuel shortage currently encountered qy the enemy in Laosc 

9~ (0) OONOLUSICN 

In summary ~ threo facts become paramount when assessing tho effect of 
Lam Son 719 on this strategic waterway and the enemy1s implementation of 
ito First, existing notation devices were destroyed and the river it,... 
self was dispersed due to the cratering of intense bombing" Secondly ~ 
the tiJoo framo of Lam Son 719 coincided with the eneillYgs normal period of 
channeling improvement and he was not able to provide the maintenance 
necessary to sustain the system" Laatly~ because the waterway was not 
functional during Lam Son 719~ the enemy found himBelf using and deplet­
ing existing atockpiles of supplieso This inability~ then~ to move su~ 
plies on the Xe Banghia.ng waterway leaves the en~ facod with four 

, 
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alternati ves: 1) expose mo~ of his trucks on the roads in Laos; 2) 
limit cargo mairJ.y to fuel; 3) face tho wet season with a supply short­
age; and 4) begin thlJ next dry period of mOV91OOnt 'With no bu1l t up re­
serves in the Laotian baso aroas. 

2 Inel 
as 
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Annex. D (Logistics) tc Combat Operations After Action Report LAMSON 719 

1. (C) Supply 

a.. Planning Phase! (17 January" to- 30 Janmry. 1971) 

(1) Several problem areas were identified and explored during the 
planning phase" The most significant of these was equipnentshortages· 
in all comnands" Many items required, but not avai;table in MR 1 we~ of 
sufficient importance to preclude the success of the overall operat~~o~~ 
These items were identified (without regard to equipnent authorization), 
the list consolidated and forwarded to USARV under the code n(}t{st~.,: The 
most clJ,itical items on this list are inclu::1ed at Appendix 1 •. :, There "aws" 
supplies received command attention at all levels, were located- and Shipped 
from other MR' 8 within country, from other points in USARPAC and from CONUS. 
The iterne arrived utilizing a combination of all modes of transportation, 
The "G\YS" project, terminated on 11 February, with success, and the opera-
tion was not held up because of equiprent_shortage~/ . 

(2) Difficulty was encountered. in establishing an effective reporting 
system to monitor the logistical effort" _-One reason for this was the secrecy 
surrounding the entire planning phase o Personnel 'Who ware to become involved. 
in the day to day work of mking the daily resupply a reality, were not briefed 
for the most pirt until the week of the operation.. In SODe cases, responsible 
individuals were not briefed until the operation began.. This deficiency in 
planning, 'Which may have been compensated for by the prevention of security 
leaks, hampered accurate logistical reporting. This made it difficult in the 
early sta.ges of the operation for conrnanders and their staffs to make sound 
!:.1;;1~1~ :lccisioi18. 

(:3) Loei$t,i.~:al support for the 12th Signal Group 'W3.S over-looked during 
the planning phase, The greatest effect of this oversight was the delay en­
countered in ob~ tning the mission essential conmunicatioils equipnent required 
for the success of the operation 0 Their requirements were added to the "GWS" 
list and the uni~ did receive satisfactory support, although belatedlyo 

b. Build-up Phase: (30 January to 16 March 1971) 

(1) The biggest problem encountered in the supply area during the :'nlt:iflJ 
phase of the operation was the many difficulties experienced lnvol'ring t.h' 
storage and distribut ion of bulk roL. 

h) On 30 January 1971, there were only five days suPPl1' of J P 4 on hand 
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at Quang Tri, Sufficient stocks were 9. va :i.. lab 1e at Tan Hy to be delivered 
via pipeline; however._ i,hese stocks were not immediately available where 
needed. 

(b) In addition to initial shortages wi thin the 26th GSG of 1,200 gal­
lon aoo 5,000 gallon tankers J there were also an acute shortage of 10,000 
l?'Jlllon storage bladders and helicopter refuel syetEllls.. A request to III MAF 
produced sufficient complete refuel systems; however, these were found to be 
unserviceable., On 1 Febr'U9.ry, serviceable assets arrived at Da Nang from 
CONUS based on the initial !lGWS" list. .These were ultimately installed at 
Van~egrift and K'ne Sanh, 

(c) "The initial shortage of 1,200 gallon tankers was critical since this 
was the most efficient way to haul bulk fuel along the narrow winding road 
from Vandegrift to Khe Sanh. The engineer effort on the road was still con­
tinuing and the almost constant ra in made the p:l.ssage of the road extreme 1y 
difficult, even for 1,2GO gallon tankers. The delay in: comp,letlon of the air­
field aggravated an already difficult distribution problem (Khe Sanh airfield 
was scheduled to receive 21 X C130 bladder birds of 4,000 l?'Jlllons of JP4 each 
day beginning 5 February. This was not realized until the airfield opened on 
18 February L To aid in overcoming the shortage of 1,200 gallon tankers, CH54 
and CH47 aircraft were used to hook JP-4 from Vandegrift to Khe. Sanh. This 
method is inefficient due to the large quantities of JP4 consumed and the dif­
ficulty in moving filled conta.iners from point to point for exchange into col­
lapsible tanks, but was entirely necessary 0 This operation was also somewhat 
hampered by ~he shortage of 500 gallon collapsible containers, and the ability 
of 26th eSG to fill required numbers of containers~ , 

(d) The 5,000 gal10n tanker assets were used to provide JP4 distribution 
between Quang Tn and Vandegrift (FSI\-l) with movement to FSA-2 by 1,200 gal­
lon tanker. The shortage of these assets was aggravated by the ambush of a 
JP4 convoy on Q;L 9 on the night of 7 February? In this aation, one us soldier 
was killed, eight US injured and six 5,000 gallon tankers either totally de­
stroyed or renderetl unserv~ceablc. 

~-,) (11"1 (' 'i'd'i"\:~"'~"~~' ,:,.j".t..,;,! lGO.O':'~ ,'''a.l1ons of JP4 were moved to 
". 'j '".", .. • ," '.', .,,' l· '.1 ",.,1,' .~·f'1:"",.;P. 110n and 1 200 
r:.ftt.;, ". l •• , l.-:, :, '_,.';-,''';:;', ~ " . . '. ; .. ', " (·Y,.r.1",E.L, ,'.", . ";.;~.~J'\I . . ", ' 
tfl.l·,Ul1 t.allk.:~'n .' u.; ;£'0 ~t·.;. ... p-.;~ble c~mt.~J..hJ t';! J;J·.,unted·"'3 . ton trucks. 
By Uai tilne, 100,000 ~110n8 p3r day \ticre being consumed, and ho headway 
was being made in the attempt to build up stocks. ' 

(f) On 11 February ~ 26th G..<JG received de 11 very of 31 X 1,200 gallon 
tankers and 10 X 5,000 gallon tankers which :reJieved the CH54' 8 and QH47' s 
for other missions o During the period 13-15 February, helicopter airlift 
moved 275 tons of airfield matting to Khe Sanh from Va.ndegrift ~ This accel­
erated the completion of the airfield, and with arr! val of the first 
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C 130 bladder bird. on 18 February, the distribution of J P4 ce-ased to be a 
limiting factor. Wi'th t.he improved .coodition of, Q,t 9 froJP. Vandegrift to 
Khe Sanh, 5,000 gallon tay\!,:ers were dis p!.tched from Quang Tri (BSA) to 
!he Sanh. 

I 

(2) The basic plan required SUPCOM agenc:l..e s to supply' I Corps elements 
trom FSA-2 for a ten day period or until. I Ale had built up adequate stocks to 
assume the support missiono The delay in completion of the airfield, the poor 
colli it ion of QL 9 for the first two weeks of the operation, resulting from 
constant rain, ani tb'l initial :1.nability of 26th GOO to move planned tonnage 
forward resulted in a failure to support I Corps from US 80urces as planned. 
This situation resulted in CG, I CorJ:8 requesting tta t Emergency- moves be taken 
to build up adequate stocks for tb'l support of his unit fl. A misunderstanding 
existed as to what constituted adequate stocks, since amounts constituting 
day-s of supply for ARVN were far higher . than US allowances. These differences 
were resolved th:::-ough close liaison and coordination between XXIV Corps and I 
Corps commanders and staffs. 

(a) As a further consequence of the slow build-up of Class V, some units 
were iniMally required to draw from FSA-1, Vandegrift aD! transport forward 
to the Khe Sanh area using organic transportation •. Claas V stockS at Khe Sanb 

. eventually- reached planned stockage art.er the airfield became operational, the 
daiJ.;, tonnage moved by the 26th GSG inc rea sed, a nd a three day surge using 
rotary wing aircraft was employed. 

(b) As a result of an enemy action, about 700 tons of amunition 'Were 
lost from ASP 101 (QJ.ang Tri) at G'.15, 18 February. The lost stocks were quick-
11' reconstituted and had no appreciable effect on the operation. 

(c) The resupply of ARVN forces in laoe required increasing effort as 
the scope of operation broadened. Appendix 2 lists chronologically the tonmge 
delivered. 

(d) Init1&lly all a.ir items for rigging ARVN loads were provided by 
the 101st Airborne Division (Junbl.) Discom to tb'l appropriate ARVN units ~ la­
ter some items were provided to 1. AI£ (FiJI)) at Khe Sanh which in tnrn con­
trolled issues t·o individual units 0 The 101st Airborne Divis ion (A.:II1bl) 
provided all rathfinder functions at unit Pl and technical assistance in rig­
ging to unit requiring it. The preJS.ration of loads aud outloa.ding required 
close and continuous supervision and coord:1.nation by 101 at personnel. 

(e) Summary of build-up of stockage at FSA-l and FSA-2 is shown at 
Appendix 3. Consumption figures are at Appendix 4. 
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c~ Withdrawal Fr.::'~k: 116 Harch to 9 I\pril 1971) 

(1) logistica.J. pll.nnin.g for the withdrawal phase was complicated by 
the lack of a detailed t·H.'~l.ical plan~The troop withdrawals were contingent 
upon the speed with whic~ 26th GSG : could retrograde stocks and equipnent, 
primarily from Khe Sanh. However, the stock levels at Khe Sanh Could not be 
ccmputed by line item IotH/hout the detailed tactical plan which should have 
provided troop movement schedules, This failure in logistical planning was 
compensated for through li1.i~on visits to FSA's and supported units, ma.inten­
ance of a continuQus logistical estimate J and by ordering neceeaa.ry readjust­
ments on a dail~ basis" 

(2) Through the efforts described above,' supplies were withdrawn and 
retrograded successfully without 10ss'of combat effectiveness of the support­
ed units 0 However, there waS" some wasted effort involved in the delivery of 
unneeded supplies arrl too retrograde of critically needed items .. 

(3) Retrograde of In-"tj or end items began from Khe Sanh on 25 Marcho 
During the planning for this retrograde there was considerable disagreement 
betlf8en USASUPCOM DNG "LnG supported units as to retrograde responsibilities 
and turn-in locations ~ Based on a XXIV Corps decision that was agreed upon by 
all parties concerned p using units trans"fX)rted their retrograde end items to 
Khe Sanho Here they were given turn-in credit by the 17sth Light Equipoont 
Maintenance Companyn The 63d Maintenance Battalion then assuxred responsibility 
for back-haul to Dong Ha or Qtwlg TrL Retrograde of heavy equipnent was 
canplicated by a shortage in all units of recovery equipnento This phase of 
retrogr~de was accomplished on~ through unit oooperation and an outstanding 
effort by the 26th GSG, Total figures for retrograde from FSA-1 ani FSA-2 
are provided at Append:ix 5, 

(4) During the rim.l dr,l.w down of stocks' at Khe Sanh, ARVN ard US 
stocks were cross leveled to the max..imum extent possible 0 This conserved 
transportation by eliminating unnecessary movement, both delivery and back­
hauL '\n example of this was the transfer of 10,000 complete rounds of 
15~_ HS ammunition frum I AlC to 26th GSG just prior to the closing of FSA.-2o 

d, Total of ARVN supplies expended and major equipnent lost in Opera­
tion LAMSON 719 at AppendiK 6... Additioml informa.tion on ARVN Logistical 
Activity see Ap~ndix 10 

2. (C) }1aintenant:'e 

a ~ Build-up Phase; Several critic~l problems emerged during this 
phase of the operatinG. 
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(1) Units did not kno'W the location or" their maintenance support. 
NoIXiivisional units and forward elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cav­
alry experienced this problem o 

(2) Deadline reporting was neither accurate nor timely. Sane units 
were exemptod fran providing data for the USARV Weekly Canmarxl Deadline 
Report" other units were unable to provide an accurate aM timelY input 
for the Artillery and Tracked Vehicle Daily Deadline Report. This lack 
of accurate deadline reporting became critical in the area of setting 
prlorlties for resupply of critical major assemblies ani repair parts. 
The lack of this information on a command wide basis prevented timely 
actions ani ger,erated problem areas which could have been easily avoided. 

(3) Repair parts procedures 'Were almost canpletly ignored by the units .. 
During a maintenance evaluation coniucted during the eId of March, am the 
first part of Aprilp it \I1S fOUDi that repair parts records had not been main­
tained during the previous two months .. 

(4) TAMKS: Tho records vi tal to this system 'Were not maintained during 
the opera. tions. 

(;) Although the Preventive Maintenance Programs of most of the units 
were seriously r,eglected)l their organizational and direct support operations 
performed adequately. 

(6) The plan for providing DSsupport to the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry 
was not canple tly satisfactory., The repair parts area was wak. Repair 
parts were being received at Chu I.s.i instead of the operational area. No 
arrangements -were made ini tlally to have the Be parts shipped on a regular 
basis to the Quang Tri area.. The concept of a contact team to support a units 
'Works -well as long as it is for a short peried of time ani the team has the 
resources of tbe parent unit readily available. 

(7) The supply of repair parts remained critical throughout the opera­
tion" A concerted effort by all logistical units was required to keep 
a.dequate stocks available" 

(8) A low operational readiness rate was experienced through out the 
operation for the M107 gun (17;mm)¢ Part of the problem resulted fran ex­
tremelY high rates of fire and frequent moves. Inadequate repair parts 
plaguP.d both organizational and direct support maintenance activities. USARV 
support was required to provide minimum essential parts. Maintenance and or 
rates improved after 26th GSG elements were reinforced to the point where a 
contact team from the DSU was prOVided each Heavy Artillery battalion. The 
M110 SP Howitzer (8 inch) did not,..~'Xperience the problems incurred with 
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the H1 07. A chart showing the operational readines::; of XXN. Corps 
Artillery N107h,r110 weapons for the period Barch and April fA attach­
ed at Appendix 70 

b. Withdrawal £lhase: One of the most serious and overlooked areas 
during the phase waS the retrograde and backhaul of equipment. A letter 
of instruction covering retrograde ope~ations was published by Support 
GOHllll8Jld on 11 ~'1a.rch. It should have been a part of the driginal plan. 
dB a result of this, conf\~ion resulted as toturn-inpoipts and respons­
ibiJit;y for retrograde. As already pointed out, ampl:tfichtion of respons­
ibilitie.s were published by XXIV Corps and Support Command. 

3 (C). Transportation 
. '. 

a. Tactical idrlift 

(1) Planning Phase: Due to the strict security measures involved in 
this operation it was extremely difficult to provide the information re­
quested on the various methods, l~ans and capabilities of tactical airlift. 
However., as the planning situation became less dynamic and actual require­
~nts were firmed, the tactical airlift logistical support area of the op­
eration solidified. 

(2) Build-up Phase: 'rhe overwhelming preponderance of combat essential 
airlift requests were not planned for, nor expected, and thus deprived the 
common service airlift Uder of any aircraft for almost two weeks, rel:Jul ting 
in an almost complete shutdown of in-country transportation that was not 
associated with this operation. This problem was partially alleviated by 
ten additional C130 aircrRtt from ou~-of-country resources. Tactical airlift 
was requested to process, land and deliver into Khe Sanh, 500 tons of cargo 
per day with the capability to increase to 800 .tons per day. This require­
ment wa3 not excessive and the 500 tons was easily met. On one occasion 1,100 
tons of cargo were delivered to Khe Sanh. A total of 2,734 sorties were 
flown and 28;332 0 8 tons of cargo were delivered in response to this operation. 

(3) Withdrawal Phal;ie g The retrograde phase of this operation waS of 
minor~ignificance to tactical airlift, flying a total of 75 sorties while 
backhauling 923 tons. The role of tactical airlift was efficient, timely 
and responJive throug~out the entire operation. 

(4) Tactical Airlift necapitulation (dee Appendix 8). 

b. Highway Transportatiott 

(1) Planning Phase: The movement planning process for LAMSON 719 was 
accomplished from 17 January until D-Day, .30 January 1971, during thiB 
phase of the operation~ the movement program, whi~h included forcasts of 
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transportation capabUitySl were made available to the camna.n:i. The move­
lIIent. program for troop unite was planned ani distributed for coordination. 
During this planning phase the following basic transportation steps were 
taken: determination of requirements, analysis of capabilities, and se­
l?ction ani allocation of modes. A total of seven LST's were determined 
necessary to move elements of the 23d Infantry Division from Cbu Lai to Tan 
Myo Most units road marched fran their hane station to the Quang Tri area 
on :~L 1 f' arriving on ;?9 and 30 January. During tilis phase, procedures for 
control of traffic on QL 9 were published and distributed. The plan called 
for a Joint Highwy Traffic Center to be established at the 1 Corps TCC at 
Dong Hao It was envisioned that the following control personnel cO\11d be 
contacted at this locations: Military Police Representatives of US ani ARVN, 
liaison representatives from SupportCommarrl, and Movement Control personnel 
fran XXIV Corps and I Corps., 

(2) Build-up Phase <) 

(a) The MSR (QL 9) between Khe Sanh and Van:ieg:t1:tt: 'WaS identified as a 
potential problem area. This 28 kilometer stretch O.r dirt road was in poor 
coniitilbn5) ani was limited to o~-way traffic in places, ani its capabi-
lity to starxl up unler heavy traffic was questionable, It was not thought to 
be passable to 5.$l000 gallon fuel tanw-........ ",.. 12 ton trailers (stake am plat­
form). This road proved the biggest "h~t~cle to resupply FSA-2. 

(b) The road capacity could not by itself achieve the computed daily 
requirement of 192.50 tons (US Forces only). Consequently, the importance of 
the a~rfield at Khe Sanb was identified. The capacity of this airfield, upon 
campletion, was estimated to be 40 sorties per day, with a surge capability 
of 60 sorties o This equated at 12§- tons/sortie to 500 ton/dp-, ..... til a higher 
surge capability 0 Taken toge ther, re supply by a combina tiOl :or; road arxl air 
would provide an excess, required for the build-up of stocks. /SA-2 at Khe 
Sanbs> it was estimatedSl would reach its stockage objective of three days within 
15 dayso '. 

(c) Due to eamnunication difficulty, the units desiring convoy clearances 
ilad to notify XXIV CO'!"ps Headquarters rather than the Joint Highway Traffic 
Center as was first planned" Traffic regulating points were established at 
VBmt;lgrift and Khe Sanh ani placed unier direct control of the ACofS, G4, 
XXIV Corps .. 

(d) A t.otal of 400 trucksp 200 US and 200 ARVN, 'Were required daily in 
order to reach the tonnage objective at Khe Sanh. ARVN consistantly sur­
passed this figure while the US Forces did not meet the goal until early 
March., Road conditions however" did not limit the tonnage delivered. 

(e) In March also, a "free now" system of traffic ws established. 
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Certain hours were designated for traffic nowing east and west. This 
system increased the now of QL 9 traffic significantly. 

(3) Withdrawal Phase. 

(a) Withdrawal presented no particular difficulty for transportation 
with the exception of retrograde of major .Dei items ani this was due to 
the shortage of retrieving vehicles. 

(b) Vehicle traffic monitored on QL 9 during LAMSON 719 consisted of 
1 ~ 163 us convoys totaling 20,995 vehicles and 621 ARVN convoys totaling 
22~858 vehicles o 

(4) Cummulative equipnent combat lost to US units is at Appeniix 9. 

10 Apperdices 
as 



Appendix 1 (Critical Items) to Annex D (Logistics) to Combat Operations 
After Action Report LAMSON 719 

MOST CRIT IC.\L ITEMS OF "GWS" LIST 

1 0 1 0,000 gallon collapsible tanks" 

2. 500 gallon collapsible drums • 

.3. .350 GIM p.nnps with filter seperators • 

40 12 point aircraft re fuel sys tems 0 

50 Tractor, D4. 

6. Tractor, D7. 

7. Tractor, airmobile., 

s. AVlB's. 

9. 1,200 gallon fuel tankers" 

10. RT forklitts (6 g 000 # and 10,000 #)" 

11. 5,000 gallon semi-trailers .. 

120 Airfield matting (M-8, fu~-2, and MX-19) and related items, 

1.3.. Air items (sling, cargo nets, etc). 

GP-l,. 
DCMnu.aded at .3 year 
intervals Declassified 
after 12 years 
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Aprendix 2 (ARVN Log Air Support) to Annex D (Logistics) to Combat. Operations 
After Action Report lAMSON 719 

ARVN lOG AIR SUPPORT 

Total Tons Delivered 

Feb 18 511.0 tons 'f.lar 10 11.0 

19 332.5 11 

20 585,,6 12 565.0 

21 36305 . 13 362.0 

22 42500 14 343.0 

23 295.0 15 205.0 

24 31700 16 162.0 

25 209.5 17 292.0 
.. -

26 325,,0 18 277.0 

27 240.0 ·19 280.0 

Mar 415,,0 20 283.0 . 

2 34600 21 445.0 

3 304 00 22 203 .. 0 
M 

4 255,,0 23 .3~,0 

5 541.0 24 75.0 

6 324,,0 25 30,0 

7 49800 26 3.0 

8 58200 27 36.0 

9 363,,0 28 6.0 

TarAL: 11,37801 tons 

GP-4 
2-0-1 Downgraded at .3 year 

intervals Declassified 
after 12 yea.rs 



Appendix. 3 (Stockage Build Up) to Annex ~ to Combat <1:>erations After Action Report LA:1S0N 719 (U) 

F61 1 (days of supply) 
""' ........ 

30 Jan Class I Plass III Calss V 
. 

31 Jan 

1 Feb 3 2 t 

6 Feb 3 2 1 

11 Feb 

18 Feb 5 .3 2 

23 Feb 5 4 ~ 

25 Mar 28 
,.., 

8 , 

28 Mar 24 5 
,.., 
! 

30 Mar 15 3 4 

1 Apr 2 3 3 

3 Apr 1 1 2 

4 Apr 0 0 0 

FSA 2 (days of supply) 

ClasB 1 Class III Class 1J 

0 () 0 

3 Minimal Mi.n:i,mal 

~ (2 (Excp JP4» 1 

3 2 2 

8 4 4 

5 3 4 

2 1 3 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

3-0-1 

CHRONOLCG rCAL LISl' OF EVENTS 

XXIV Corps (Fwd) Operational 

FSA 1 Opened 

FSA 2 Opened 

31X1200 Gal TnY~s and 10X500 Gal 
Tnla-s reo bv 26th GSG 
Fire at ASP 101 Dest 
700 tons of ammo 

Began issue of 1 meal of 
nAif Rations per day 

Began Retrograde 

1300 8" Complete rounds dest at 
FSA 1 bv hostile rocket fire 

FSA 2 CloBed. All matting removed 
from Ham Nghi 

. 

FSA 1 Closed 

GROUP 4 
Downgraded at 3 'year 
Intervals; d~classified 
After 12 ye~s 
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Appendix 4 (.\verage Daily Consumption) to Annex D (Logistics) to Combat 
Operations \fter \ction Report LAMSON 719 

Class I 

Class III 

MO 

DF 

AV 

JP4 

Class V 

~ 

A071 

41.31 

A165 

A475 

458.3 

4.65.3 

R470 

B5.34 

B568 

C226 

C256 

C262 

C266 

C275 

AVER~GE DAILY CONSUMPTION FIGURES 
(29 January - 6 J.farch) 

.3,161. ratlons (C-Ra.tions) (1 Ration =".3 meals) 

(Includes ,\RVN) 

27,592 ga.llons 

44,910 gallons 

2,.322 gliions 

120,885 gallons 

ITEM 

5,56 ball 

7062 ball and tracer 

7.62 ball and tracer 

~45 ball 

.50 ball !l.nd tracer 

2CI!l';.1 

4Cln'¢n ff.'· 

40mm 

40mm ill'; 

81m ILT. 

81mn HE 

90mm Cannister 

SC~ m: (G) 

90nn Beehive (G) 

4-D-1 

DAILY USt\GE 

80,000 

80,000 

85,000 

3,000 

36,000 

4,.300 

2,000 

1,200 

5,200 

200 

700 

1 

1 

35 

GP-4 
Downgraded at .3 ye:'I.r 
intervals Declassified 
after 12 years 
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Appendix 4 (Average Daily Consumption) to AnA __ "'-.I.ogistics) to Combat 
Operations Aft~r ~ction Report . 

DODIC 'l1']!t D4.ILY USAGE -
C276 g 1 mm S IT\oke 130 

C200 90m HE-T (G) 35 

C294 <;0. H&..\.t (G) 5 

C445 105m HE 500 

C449 105l1J1l ILL 40 

C454 105m ~vF 10 

C705 4.2" HE 250 

C706 4.2" ILL 50 ~. 

C70B 4.2" WP 20 

D110 4.dditlve J.lckets 400 

D361 17S1!m rrop CH 625 

D3B1 152mm Hea.t 20 

D505 155_ Ill.. SO 

D540 1~5_ Prop Ch (G) 550 

D541 1551111 Prop Ch M) '~350 

D544 155m HE 1,700 
, 

D550 155m ViP 100 

D572 175ma HE 625 

D592 152mm IE 35 

D675 8" Prop Ch (G) 135 

D676 8" Prop Ch (W) 260 

D680 Bit HE 350 

4-D-2 
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Appendix 4 (Average Daily Consumption) to Annex D (Logistics) to Combat 
Operations 4fter Action Report 

DODIC rrm DAILY USAGE -
D681 81t FL Reducer 175 

Ga81 Frag Grenade 980 

H459 2.75" Flech 375 

H487 2.75" Heat 30 

H490 2 ~ 75ft 1 QlfWHD 1,010 

H519 2.75" WP 80 

H534 2.75" 17#WHD 500 

H555 L\W, 66_ 40 

k143 Claymore with ACC 200 

K145 Claymore w/o 100 

L312 SIG, IU.. WAP 555 

1495 Trip Flare 660 

N311 FUse ( 175_) 625 

N335 Fuse (other) 2,985 

I' 

4-D-3 
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Appendix 5 (Retrograde) to .\nnex D (Logistics) to Combat Operatione After 
Action Report L~SON 719 

Class I 

Class II and IV 

Class III 

ClAss V 

1014843 

M11:3 (all) 

M551 

VTR (all) 

M110 

M107 

M109 

M548 

MZ19 

AM2 

M8 

RETROGRADE 

mOJo{ FSA-2 

85 tons 

435 tons 

67,500 gallons 

1,390 tons 

NUMBER OF HAJOR END 

5 

21 

9 

2 

4 

1 

AmFlEID MATT]NG 

462 

160 

21 

5-D-1 

ITEMS 

FRc)( FSA-l 

120 tons 

1,510 tons 

71,500 gallons 

1,300 tons 

4 

:3 

1 

1 

-

GP-4 
Downgraded at J year 
intervals Declassified 
after 12 years 
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Appendix 6 (Total ARVN Supplies expended and major items ot equipnent 
lost) to Annex D (logistics) to Combat Operations After Action 
Report LAMSON 719 

Class 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

v 

Items 

C-Rations 
Ration A 
Ration B 
Ration RD 

M113 
M41 
155m Howitzer 
l05mm Howitzer 
D4 (Bulldozer) 
D6 (Bulldozer) 
D7 (Bulldozer r 
D\DD~ Truck 
Truck, transport, 5T 
Truck, 2iT 
Truck, !T 
Gasoline 
Diesel Fuel 

Sam blg 
Concertina. 
Barbed Wire, 50kg 
Iron Stakes, Om80 
Iron Stakes, 1m80 
Iron Stakes, 2m40 
rep 
Lumber, all, various sizes 
Meta l, sheet 
Metal, corrugated iron sheet 

Shell an 
175mm round 
155mm round 
1 05m round 
106mm round 
76mm roWld 
57mm round 
81 & 6Qmn round 
Anti-tank mine s 
Rocket 305, 275mm 

6-0-1 

Measured Unit Quantity ot 
: Expenditure or 101'51 

~ 1_044,917 
ea 1,276,657 
ea 34,181 

ea fY7 
ea 54 
ea 26 
ea 70 
e~ 16 
ea 4 
ea 11 
ea 17 
e& 6 
ea 139 
ea 49 

tons *' 1,440 
tons 1,758 

ea 3,439,100 
rolls 51"2,060 
rclls 5,092 
ea 
ea 
ea 
ea 
ea 
ea 
ea 

ea 
ea 
ea 
ea 
ea 
ea 
ea 
es. 
ea 
ea 

12,204 
37,467 
76,17a 
10,743 

959 
a,775 
,1,32.3 

19,532 
26,981 
72,974 

260,635 
4,840 

11,806 
3,640 

121,585 
3,434 

18,921 
GP-4 

Downgraded at 3 year 
intervals Declassified 
after 12 years 



Appendix 6 (Total ARVN Supplies expended and najor items of equipnent 
lost) to Annex D (Logistics) to Combat Operations After Action 
Repcl't L\?-fSON 719 

Class 

v (Cont) 

Items 

TNT and CompOl.lnd C4 
Grenade & Signal 
Anti-personnel.& ILL mines 
Ammo (indv W]:Ils) 

Hea sured Unit 

tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 

QJ.antity of 
Expenditure or loss 

11 
685 
70 

775 



.....:J 

b 
~ 

e;H~~ 

~~i 0 (I) ~ c:: 
1'1 ." ..... tPl~ 
II.) p. 

m (I) 

~ - p. 
~ P. PI 

CI)~ 
til 0 

I-'VJ 

:-< 
m(l) 

~i!j ..... 
(I) 

D&SlTY 

100 

90 

00 

70 

60 

50 

40 

30 

20 

10 

0 

M 107 - KllO 

O.fERAT IONAL READINESS 
i=;~ 
gi 
1'1 t:f ,...e 

_
________________________________ ~~----------------------------------~----- ~x 

~_ A ~.....:J 
t:f-

I w. , ~ ~,I' \ L , ",\:g \ 7 \ -:;IF ,,~ .:::J 
1'1 ... ' 

I 
I \ {'-..., • c+ e 
y 1Z 41' ~ , / EO 

-g 
~I--------------------------------------------------~ g 

, 

(I) 
x 
~ 

S-
~ 

~ 
~ 

.& 
~ 

• PI 
1 1 1 I 1 I I .1 1 L r I I I I I I I I I I ~ 

Ml07 I 21 21. 18 18 20 20 20 20 20 20 2l 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 126 20 20 20 201 g 
27127130 126 28 28 28 2B 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 128 28 28 28 28 til Ml10 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 2l 22 23 24 25 26 Z7 28 29 30 31 1 2 :3 

\,1,iT,nU AffiIL 

,;; 
1J 

CD 
o 
<> 
1;; 
'" o 
'< 
;;I 
In 
or 
~ 
6 
" 'f: 
" " " ;;; 
<: 
In 

'" 



i>j:l.OOIK.EOAT THE NATiO"'AL ARCHivES 

A,ppend:ix 8 (Tactical Airlift) to Ann:Ix D (wgistics) to Combat Operations 
After Action Report LAl-1S0N 719 

TACTICAL AmLIFT 

1, (C) The follOWing is a resume of the tactical airlift. (CJ,JO)· :in 
sUPlX>rt oi'"L-~~:;O~ 7 1 C , 

a. l..uang Tri had 314 sorties which discb:1rged 1,865 plSsengers and 
2,569 short tons of calrgo" . , 

, .~ ..... ,.. .... ' .... ".","J" • .. .... _., '.E ... ...., .. ··· ," .. ,' . .;. 
,., O. Dong ~ had J9sorlies" wiil~f(di~e11i1"g __ t>~._":t a_A. ill .. ~e ~. 

-:illr:;\v .. ~",,:,,·"" _ ~~ .... -", .;.,,; ...... .11' "-v.""<''''''' 
-~ , • b "" . ~."I' J -~-' . 

c" Khe Sanh lBd 771 sorti€:ls which discharged 3,594 passengers and 
9,064 short tons of cargo. 

d" There were 216 sorties into -all other MIt 1 (De. rang, Phu Bai etc.) 
which discharged 4,363 P'lssengers and 1,529 short tons of cargo. 

2. The last six days of the reporting period were devoted primarily to 
retrograde in the Khe Sanh/Da Nang operations. The majority of the cargo 
retrograded was the natting which had been used in the aeeault etrip and . 
agjacent taxis wayso During this phase, 75 sorties moved 190 passengers 
and 923' short tons of cargo~ 

" . 

GP-4 
Downgraded at 3 ye,'lr 
intervals Declassified 
after 12 years 
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Appendix 9 (Comba.t Losses) to Annex D (Logistics) to Coml::at Operations 
Arter Action Report LiMSON 719 

(c) lht;l~'o~.:V~lb j.L~il::; were reported as combatlos88~~su~?:~!led in Operation 
V.1-1;:;CN 71(': during tl:e period 29 January 1971 through 5 April 1971. Reports 
were compiied from inforoation copies received at this headquarters of 
messages dis~tched from the units involved to Commanding Officer, ICCV. 

ITEMS -
Small arms, indiv wpII 

Small arms, crew served wpr. 

Vehicles, truck 5 ton 

Vehicles, 2! tOIl 

Vehicles, other & trailers 

Carrier, Mortar M125 & XM106 

Recovery vehicles 578, XM806 & M88 

Carrier Cargo M548 

Gun, 175. How & 81t 

'~'ad vehicles M551 

Tank, Combat M48A3 

Carrier, Fersonnel 

-
Command post, ~ight tracked 

Radios, (all) 

Night vision devices 

Generators I (all) 

1I5th 

96 

35 

o 

3 

4 

o 

o 

15 

17 

22 

o 

32 

2 

2 

9-0-1 

2)d 101 s4 Corn Artl Total 

104 131 32 363 

12 

11 

, 1 

2 

o 

o 

10 

o 

15 

o 

9 

3 

o 

o 

o 

11 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

15 

o 

4 

20 

5 

9 

25 

o 

o 

5 

4 

o 

o 

o 

5 

o 

7 

98 

16 

11 

40 

3 

4 

6 

4 

25 

17 

37 

61 

5 

13 

GP-h 
Downgraded at 3 year 
intervals Declassified 
after 12 years 
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4pperdix 10 (ARVN Logistical Activity) to Annex D (Logistics) to Combat 
O}:erations I\fter Action Rep::>rt L,\"'1'SON 719 

1. (C) Planning for O}:eration LAMSON 719 was begun by G-4 I Corps on 
S January.. The initial planning strength of troops to be supported was 
placed at 33,000 0 I Corps pla.nnedto have I Arc stock seven days of all 
classes of supply at Kbe Sanh and three days of supplies at DonIS Ha. 
Planning covered these it .. ; classes of supply, maintenance, rotable 
water, administrative move of units, graves registration, supply distrib~­
tion, and retrograde of reJllirab1es.. In the administrative deployment 
Iila_e ARVN was to receive total support from I U.e at Dong Ha.. When tac­
tical units deployed (Phase III) .to the operations area the 26th Spt Gp, 
FSA-2, at Kbe Sanh was to pick up total supply support of all classes 
except ARVN peculiar items; these included parts for M41A.1 and Ml13, 76mm 
armnunition am. 60mm }iortar ammunition for all ARVN forces, and this eup­
}XIrt would continue for the f:i rst ten days of Phase II. This was to allow 
I ALe ten days to reach their stockage objective at Khe Sanh. This plan­
ning was baaed on Q1 9 bei~ able to handle up to 1250 vehicles daily with 
no read interdiction by the enemy" The airfield at Khe Sanh must be ccm­
pleted 3 February and able to handle 40 C 130 sortie s daily. Additiora lly, 
the US agreed to tota.lly support at Khe Sanh for duration of the operation 
for all ARVN Class III requirements" After the first ten days of P'l!'l.Se II 
I He was to pick up total supply support for ARVN .. 

2. (C) Capabilities of I Corps and I ALC logistics units were considered 
adequate to support the operation except in the tollowing areas: 

(a) Replacement ot heavy combat losses of IIBjor items of equipment: 
To be provided by C IC and MACV. 

• (b) Heavy lift helicopters for 10gis1}cs resupply to units without 
ground ux:: To be provided by 101st Abn Div (Ambl J .. 

(c) Air items needed to rig supplies for lift: To be provided by 
101 lit Abn Div (Amb1) " 

(d) Certain items of equipnent and suppu.. not available through 
ARVN cha nne 1s" 

(e) Engineer support in improving and IIBintaining QL 9, construction 
of a temporary airfield at Kbe Sanh by 3 February, and. repdring oermanent 
airfield at Khe Sanh by 10 February: To be provided b7 US enginE.sr '.mits o 

3 ~ (C) Logieitcs planning considered. adequa. te in all aspects except: 

(a) Medical; battlefield evacuation by dust off, AERO-evac by fixed 
wingo The medical advisor was no~ briefed on the operation until it actu­
a1~ began ~ By the time ARVN forces were deployed the med.ical aspects were 
adequately covered. The US was to provide all dust off and AREO-evac. 

1O-D-1 GP-4 
Downgraded at 3 year 
intervals Declassified 
after 12 years 



Appendix 10 (t\RVN logistical A,c ti viLy) to Annex D (Logist.ics) to Combat 
Operations After \cticn Report LAMSON 719 

(b) Graves Registration; tho n.>1.tural aversion of ARVN to handle KIA's 
and a prohibltionagainst dust,~'(')ff tvacuatingKIA's created some problems~ 
As planned, units evactd KIA.ls by ~'ihatever means available to GR collecting 
point at Vardegrift/(),lang Tri eva·,,:, Id by road to Dong Ha/Quang Tri and VNAt 
evac'd from Dong Ha/Quang Tri, 

(c) ASR I IS: XXIV Corps established an ASR for US units of 50 RPI'PD of 
105nm and 00 RPrPD of 155mm. I Corps established an ASR of 150 RPl'PD for 
105nun and 100 RPl'FD for 155mm, XXIV Corps agreed to support ARVN at the US 
ASR, ARVN expected to recei va support of stockage levels established at the 
ARVN ASR rate 0 This unresolved dif ference was a point of contention when 
considering stockage levele and evaluating the adequacy of US support~ 

(d) A.ir delivery; no initial planning was made for using this emergency 
mode of resupp~. This was corre~ted ~e the operation progre~sed and ade­
quate plans were developed and dl5seatnated" 

4. (C) As planned, a J ointcMovement Cen' !"·)l Center was established at the 
ITOC (FWD) to provide movement planning for all traffic on QL 9 between Vande­
grift ao:! Khe Sanh o Initially, cOfl'nunications was a problem but with instal­
lation of field phones and access t.o radios this ceased to be a prol:.-ley>:~, 
The J oint4iovement Control Center functioned very well. 

5. (C) It was inithlly planned for I Corps air items to be provided by 
the' 101at -\bn Div at time of lift outo I Corpsl list of air items needed 
(various nets and slings) was incorpol"'ated with the list of the 101 at neede 
and all these assets were issued to the 101st Abn Div. I Corps 8ssi81led 
and attached units were ~dvised th3. t their l'equiren.ents for air items would 
be met by the 101st and they werl~ instructed not to bring slings and nets 
to the opar3.tional area 0 Tids one s('urc€ of suWly proved infe3.sible as 
the logistics lift requirf'ments increased resulting in delays in lift out~ 
delays in rigging, and sl:-sw retrograde of net and sling assets from forward 
units. On 1 Narch the XXIV Corps Ga4 issued a supr4" of slings and nets to 
the I Arc. 'I Corps 0-4 allocated UIese among rrajor un::'s and the problem 
experienced previously aisa p:pea.,red, 

60 (c) The I A.I.C GR Collecting Foint, provided ''lith a refrigerator 'l;Qn, 
was planned for, and initi:l.l Jy located at Vandegrift. Units were resp<m­
sible for evacuating thei:- KIAls to that pointp the I Arc ass'Ul1ied the 
responsibility for further evacuation" This proved impossible as almost 
all KIA evacuation from the battlefield was accomplished by helicopter 
direct to the 71 at Field Has pita 1 Morgue at Dong Ha or to (J.,lang Tri by­
p:1ssing the GR Collecting Point at Vandegrii'to On 8 l'Iarch the 71st Field 
Hospital was given the mission of receiving and evacuating KIA I s~ The re­
frigerator van was relocated from Vandegrift to Dong I-i&. This changed 
procedure resulted in a more efficientjl timely evacuation process .. 
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Appendix 10 (ARVN Logistical Activity) to Annex D (Logistice) to Combat 
Ope rat ions After Action Report wmON 719 

70 (C) As phnned, ! <\1£ totally suppor#~VN troops during Phase 10 The 
26th Group was to pick up support for ARYN units at the beginning of Pb1 sa 
II and support for ten dRYS j/ then I He was to take over support for remin­
der of the operation. Due to poor weather, poor roads and. limited road net 
am completion of the Khe Sanh airfield ten days late (14 February) the 26th 
Spt, Gp could nct give total support to ARVN forceso I ALe began providing 
support in conjunction with 26th Group, on 8 FebrlAry and ca'ltinued through 
Phase IIo I ALC resources were used in support during the period planned 
for buildup to seven day stockage objective so that on 18 February I ALe 
had on~ three days 3tock at Khe Sp.nho To overcome this low stockage level 
26th Spt Gp agreed to continue muling supplies for I ALC until Beven days 
stockage objective was reachedo The only implct on the operation was a 
prolonged joht US ... ARVN logisitcs effort in movement of supplies forward. 
The operation was in no loAy adversely affected except that stockage objec­
tive was reached later than planned 0 

10..n-J 
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Annex E (Civil lfi1itary Operations «(lIf:l) to Combat Operations After 
Action ,Report LAMSON 719. (u) 

1. (C) XXIV Corps eetab1iehed a G-5 Section at XXIV Corps Forward in Quang 
Tri Province on 6 February 1971, and in conjunction With the G-S Section 
at Corps HQ, . conducted civil-military operations (cMO) and supported ARVN 
CMO actions in Quang Tri (p) for LAMSON 719. US/RVNAF forces integrated' 
PSlOP and civil affairs into all tactical operations. PSIOP supported 
tactical operations by leaflet dissemination, air, ground and water-borne 
loudsp~aker broadcasts, and face-to-face communications. Annex J to 
XXIV Corps OPORD LAMSON 719 coord·inated the entire MR 1 PSIOP'.ffort .fI.Dr this 
operation. I Corps PSIOP Guidance, dated 3 March 1971 coordinated the 
entire MR 1 GVW PSYOP effort for this operation and established themes 
for combined PSIOP exploitation. 

2. (C) 'l'he Vietnamese Informatioa. Service (VIS) conducted PSlOP through 
the media of radio, ,TV, newspapers, posters, handoills, and use of 
teams and cadre to conduct face-to-face propaga~a during rallies. 
Through the. combined coordination of ,XXIV Corps Forward, the Psychological 
Advi~or of Quang Tri (P), and the $-5, 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division 
(Mechl, two US audio- visual teams (HE) from Detachment 2, 7th PSlOP 
Battalion were attached to Province to provide news of the RVNAF, accom­
plishments during LAMSON 719 to the local populace until 8 March 1971 
at which time the PSYOP Detachment had one HE team inactivated. The 
110th VNAF Squadron flew aerial PSlOP support throughout MR 1, and 
disseminated 1eaf1ete in Laos. Flight "A" 9th SOS provided aerial PSlDP 
support throughout r1R 1, and C-130 aircraft from the 7th USAF conducted 
massive leaflet drops both strategic and tactical in support of this op­
eration. Th~, 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mach) because of 
their routine association with the Quang Tri (p) Chieu Hoi Center re­
mained as the primary point of contact for US exploitation of Hoi ~hanh 
throughout the entire operation. They interviewed Hoi Chanhs and prepar­
ed necessary media for PSYOP exploitation. Corps effected coordination 
with Province, Social Welfare to determine procedures for processing and 
providing for out-of-country refugees. The 10th POtwAR Battalion and 
the 7th PSlOP Batt~ion produced printed media as directed by the MR 1 
CPOC and provided HB and HE teams to the US and ARVN tactical unite. 
The 7th PSlOP Group provided required off-shore printing support for 
massive aerial leaflet drops. Th" Corps F~rward G-5 conducted daily 
meetings with I Corps POtwAR personnel and US PSlOP and Civil Affairs 
(CA) personnel to support and assist eMO. Corps was also requested by 
MACV J3-11 to effect coordination with US and I Corps information 
officers to obtain photos of enemy caches to provide JUSPAO. Corps 
coordinated refugee actions with I Corps POtWAR and 0-2 personnel. TlE 
ARVN 0-2 handling of refugees is discussed later in this repor~. 

3. (C) To facilitate presentation o~ speo,ific CMO actions in support 
of LAMSON 719~ the remainder of this report discusses FSYOP, and.CA' 
activities. Hoi Chanh information, ,and out-of-country refugees are 
covered in Appendices 1 & 2 respectiv,ly. 
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Annex E (CMO) to Combat Operations After Action Report LAMSON 119 

a. PSYOP. US and ARVN personnel employed aerial and surrace PSYOP 
assets to exploit significant vuln~rabilitie8 of NVA units following US 
or ARVN Lroop contact, artillery, tactical air or B-52 strikes. P8YOP 
themes employed were demoralization, desertion, Chieu Hoi, and special 
messages prepared for LA~BON 719 by President Thieu and LTG Lam (Appen­
dices 3, 4 and 5). Units used appropriate leaflets and tapes in the 
MR 1 ePOc catalog and requested leaflets to exploit Hoi Chanh using 
photos of the Hoi Chanh and an appeal written in the rallier's hand. 
The nature of the operation did not allow Flight "A" of the 9th 80S 
to extensively U!8 "ERrlyword lt to encourage rallying of NVA soldiers. 
The 110th VNAF Squadron and elements of 7th USAF dropped President 
Thieu's May 70 and February 71 messages over strategic targets in Laos. 
Corps G-5 coordinated with MA::V J 3-11 on a regular basis to obtain fran­
tic Goat and Trail campaign massive leaflet drops to exploit the psycho­
logical advantage created by the Arc Light, tactical air, artillery and 
ground tactical actions. The use of 7th USAF aircraft in a strategic 
PSYOP role. ensured s.aturation of the Laotion target area with a sufficient 
number of leaflets to reach most of the tnTA units operating there, and 
reduce the amount of exposu.re of V'1lAFsmall aircraft which carry only 
a small fraction of. the leaflets in a G-130 10a1. Saigon provided I Corps 
with a VNAF c-41 on a once pe~ w~ek basis for ieaflet drops during March 
11. other 7th USAF targets' for leaflet drope in LAMSOn 719 are at Appen­
dix 6.· 7th nSA! C-130 aircraft dropped 12l 04 million leaflets. Flight 
"A", 9th SOS USAF and the lloth VNAF Squadron and unit organic 'aircraft 
dropped a total of 35.7 million leaflets in support of this operation, 
and conducted in excess of 119 aerial and broadcast hours. The 9th SOS 
dropped 13 million leaflets (494 ;Leaflet missions) and broa4caet 48~ . 
hours (179 aerial broadcast missions). Broadcast themes closely para~ .­
l"led the leaflet themes men.tiontfd previously. lIni ts used leaflete and 
tape~ inMR 1 CPOC stock i however, it wae necessary to d,velop eight ad­
di tic',n.al leaflets and six additional tapes. Tapes and leaflete used ' 
for this operation'are at Appendices 3,4 and 50 Aerial'broadcast8 cdn­
centrated on operations aimed at preventing'interdiction along QL 9 
from Cam 10 weet to Lang Vei9 and along QL 1 from'Da Nang to Quang 
Tri, Headquarters XXIV GorpsForward, 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Divi-
sion (MecH) J 101st Airborne Division . (Ampl) ,), and 23d Infantry 
Divieion employed organic aircraft assets, tactical situations permitting. 
PSlOP personnel established aerial targets to co,inCide with the tactical 
situation and intelligence informatinn received in thevarioue unit 
tactical operations centers (TOG).· The 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry 
Division (Mach) S-5 section exploited a total of'5 ral1i~rs. A complete 
discussion of ralliers is contained' in Appendix l~Ground broadcast 
teams with the US brigades and the lOth POtwAR Battalion concentrated 
their efforts along QL 9 betweem Cam La and Ca Luo The US Navy util-
ized an HB team for several missions along the Cua Viet diver in an 
effort to reduce the number of infiltrations and minings along the 
waterway in Quang Tri (p). US forces also employed these teams in con­
junction with VIP and MEDCAP missions· On 3 ;1arch 71, the 101st ,. 
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Annex E (CMO) to Combat Operations After Action Report LAMSON 119 

Airborne Division (Ambl), assumed control of all US tac~ical ele-
ments operating in ~uang ~ri2)o The XXIv Corps 0-5, lOlstAirborne 
Di vision (Ambl) ,,1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Meoii) and 
11th Brigade, 23d Infantry Division OA and PSYOP Officers established 
procedures for PSYOP requesting, operating and reporting at a meeting 
conducted on 6 March 11. The lOlst Airborne Division "\:{AmblJ:'~: \ 
maintained centralized control of all US PSYOP administration. The 
individual units who were OPCON to the lOlst Airborne Division 
(Ambl) selected their own targets within their assigned tactical 
AOs, and submitted them to the lOlst Airborne Division-(Ambl) I 

This procedure of consolidating all requests and passing them both 
electronically and telephonically to MR 1 CPOC greatly reduced " 

the amount of traffic between the operating units and the CPOC. In 
addition to increasing the efficiency of 'the requesting procedure, 
PSYOP personnel saved numerous man-hours trying to pass information 
to Da Nang over limited telephone system conneoting the areas. By 
the 8th March 1971, the PSYQP assets in support of LAMSON 119 and 
other tactical operations in Quang Tri (p) were three HB teams and 
one HE team for the US units. rne use of HB teams for VIP missions 
was restricted mainly to populated coastal lowlands. Very 'early in 
the operation the rapport betwe,en the US and the Vietnamese was re­
flected in the following incident. On or about 25 March 11, the 11th 
Brigade was conducting a VIP mission in Oio Linh (D). As the team's 
vehicle came over a rise in the road, the occupants noticiced a 
banana tree planted in the middle of the road. They dismounted from 
the vehicle to inspect the road. About 15 meters on the other side of 
the tree, they found a mine emplaced in the middle of the road. The 
local Vietnamese had planted the tree to serve as a warning to vehicles 

'on the highway. The success of munitions collection under the VIP 
program is' attributed in part to the techniques employed. The PSlOP 
personnel of the'l1th Brigade left SUMS of money and C-rations with 
their brigade MP highway check points through their AO in Quang Tr1 (p). 
The HB team told the local people that they could turn in munitions 
at any time to t~e MFa at the check points and receive rewards. This 
system provided around the clock turn-in points which assisted in Pro­
tecting the identity of the participants. PreViOUS HB team.methods 
involved broadcasts requesting the local people to bring their found 
munitions up to the vehicle as it passed through their area. A sum­
mary of munitions turned in under the VIP is at Appendix 70 1he 1st 
Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (!1ech) TIE team was attached to the 
Province to support the VIS 0 Each day the team would work a differ­
ent district with the iIS cadre, bringing the people in the districts 
news of the LAMSON Operation, and the effects of the Vietnamese 
accomplishments upon local 1C/NvA activities. A total Qf 88~ pre­
sentation hours were i'ruiI.de to a.total of 13,212 people. TV and radio 
spots on the news in Hue and Gu~nt Tri Ji~y added to ~he popuLLf, 
coverage, as did various posters which were specially developed. 
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Weather, artlllery firing, helicopter traffic and tactical air ~trike8 
throughout the AO during the IJJlqONOperation markedly reduced the 
employment of the 9th SOS PSYOP aircraft in Quang Tri (P). The tacti­
cal requirement for helicopters reduced their availability for PSIDP . 
missions. Units overcame this reduction in PSYOP capability in a 
number of ways. Courier aircraft, travelliq.g throughout Quang Tri (P) 
often carried boxes of leaflets for dissemination over targets along 
the route. The 11th Brigade tired sixl05mm propaganda leaflets 
rounds to get coverage in targets along the DMZ. In addition, they c~­
ordinated with their battalion 5-3s to have DMZ patrols disseminate 
leaflets by hand along the bunker lines and complexes belonging to 
the enemy. These patrols from two battalions disseminated 205,000 
leaflets in support of this operation. During the latter part of 
the week of 21 March 71, ARVN tac~:1,.c~, PSlqP in the area of. oper­
ations was reduced, and the emphasis shifted to PODHAR programs to wel­
come home ARVN troops from the tront and provide them with entertain­
ment. ARVN political indoctrination teams resume activities with I 
Corps subordinate uiu ts. To accomplish this mission, I Corps used the 
combined assets of four HE teams, two cultural drama teams, and a 
political indoctrination platoon. A summary of US CKO support for 
LAMScr.1 119 broken down by monthly statistics is at Appendix 9. It 
is intended that a monthly suMmary will provide a clearer picture 
of the IDv Corps PSIDP acti vi ties. The I C0rpS & .MR 1 atter action 
report on this operation is at Appendix 10 to provide a cor.tplets pic­
ture or all AR~~ CMO ac~omplishments and operations conducted in 
support of LAMSON 119. 

b. Civil Affairs (CA) 

(1) The XXIII Corpe OPOnD provided guidance tor US units it tm 
occasion arose to persuade out-of-country refugees to return to their 
homes in Laos. Those persons refusing to return for fear ot their 
lives would be transfered to ARVN tor movement to I Corps Forward at 
1):)ng Ha Combat Base 0 The I Corps OPORD stated that there would 
be no refugees, as, a result, out-of-country personnel were i~entified 
as low intelligence value sources. The CO I Corps assigned the statf 
responsibility for out-of-country personnel to the I Corps G2, because 
of their intelligence classification. The I Corps commander ·asked his 
G5 to provide clothing, blankets and comfort items since the weather in 
Quang Tri (P) was still cold when the initial 23 out-of-country per­
sonnel came in. GVN did not request US assistance to support the re­
fugees, however, coordination was effected with Province through the 
29th Civil Affairs Company and the S5, 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Div­
ision (Keoh), should the Vietnamese require US assistance. COMUSMACV 
guidance for out-of-country personnel expanded the above procedures ' 
to include the provisions of Annex E (Military Participation in 
Refugee Program) to Combined Campaign Plan, 1911 AB 146. The GVN 
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Ministry of Social Welfare authorized Province welfare authorities to 
provide temporary relief payments and commodities at the same rates as 
allowed for Vietnamese refugees in temporary status. The decision for 
disposition of out-of-country personnel remained with the ARVN and the 
GVN. Intelligence reported a total of 1500 people li vingthroughout 
the Laotion area of operations, and that the NVA was moving indigenous 
personnel to the west. This action precluded the mass ·movement of many 
refugees and displaced persons into South vietnam. A total of J8 out­
of-country personnel"the. reported during the conduct of the operation. 
A discussion of out-of-country personnel actions is contained in Appen­
dix 2. 

(2) Although the 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (~) was 
o/CON to the 101st Airborne Division (Arobl)~' early in the ~ON 
operation, the brigade maintained all of its civil affairs programs. 
The 11th Brigade, 23d Infantry Division was the unit which accomplished 
the majority of civic action programs in the area of VIP and MEDCAP 
during the operation because they were assigned an AO in the populated 
lowland districts of Gio Linh, Cam 10 and Hai Lang. Through estab­
lishment of a good rapport with the district S5 personnel, the brigade 
was able to accomplish five MED8APs for some 800 people during the 
period 13 March 71 - 28 March 71. On the 28th of March 71, Corps 
changed the AO of the 11th Brigade, and as a result, the 11th Brigade 
terminated CMO operations in the districts mentioned above. 

4. (C) XXIV Corps and I Corps accomplished all of the missions and 
tasks as delineated in their respective operations orders. All PSYOP 
and CA activities were met with success. The US and GVN will have to 
observe and measure the.ffectiveness of the PSYOP effort to include 
the enemy to rallv to the GVN under the Chieu Hoi program during the 
period following LAMSON 719 and future US/ARVN operations. 

Appendices 

1 - Hoi Chanh ~nformation 
2 - Out-ot-Country Personnel 
3 - Tapes Developed 
4 - Leaflets Developed 
5 - Vietnamese Developed Leaflets 
6 - C-130 Leaflet Targets 
7 - VIP MUnitions 
8 - 7th PSYOP Battalion Ralliers Guide 
9 - Monthly Summary Report 

10 - I Corps & MR 1 Advisors Report 
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Appendix 1 (Hoi Chanh Information) to Annex E (Civil Military Opera­
tions) to Combat Operations After Action Report, LAMSON 719 

(C) 'lbe following is a sunnnary of personnel who rallied (Hoi Chanh,) during 
the period 8 lebruary 71 and 7 April 71, to include PSYOP exploitation. 
Corps used the 7th PSYOP Batt~lion Rallier's Guide, Appendix 8 for pro­
duction of Hoi Chanh media. 

1. llguyen Mac, age 32" .0..10 of In5 Battalion" rallied from Hung Ho" Dis­
trict Headquarters night of 10 February 71. His area of operations was 
QL 9 from the Rockpile (XD9757) east to Cam Chinh Village (I01253). He 

, rallied because he was cold, hungr,y, and had no previous opportunity 
to escape from the NVA. He was previously an RF, captured by the NVA 
in 1967. This Hoi Chanh led elements of, 4/2 Battalion, 1st Division 
to 27 individual weapons, three crew serv8d weapons, mixed ammunitIon, ' 
food, thirty bunkers, mess facilities, and 'observation tower and three 
va supply personnel. 4/2 Battalion, 1st Division ind 1st Brigade, 
5th Infantry Division (Mach) exploited this Hoi Chanh on numerous occa­
tiona by aerial broadcast and leaflet drop. Leaflet is at Appendix 4. 

2. Nguyen Duy lhmg, Corpora;t, ,age 32, 1st Company, K-15 Engineer Bat­
talion, B-5 F'l7ont, rallied to Ist'Division 171300 February 71. His 
area of oper,tions was in'the vicinity of Khe Sanh (XD80)O). He was an 
N1A mine layer. He rallied because of hie unit's hardship. ~e claimed 
his cadre spoke lies, and there, was no freedom in the North. Rallier 
provided current plans of Companies within his battalion for the attack 
of selected US/ARVN units in Quang Tri (p), and 1nterdictionofQL 9. 
1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mach) exploited this Hoi Chanh by 
aerial broadcast and leaflet drop. Leaflet is at at Appendix 4. 

3. Nugyen 1rong Quyen, Master Sergeant, age 31, Leader of Platoon 3, 
Company 25, 24B Regiment, 304th Division,'70B ~orps. His area of op­
erations was QL 9 GVN/Laos border. His unit's mission was to break the 
operations of ARVN crossing into Laos. This rallier provided the follow­
ing vulnerabilities on his unit( US air strikes destroyed 800 tons of 
rice, unknown amounts of gas, canned food, medicine and L~nition. He 
further mentioned that his unit was confused and feared B52!raids. He 
stated his regiment faced annihilation and would have to retreat i,f 
they did not receive division a.s1stance. The rallier'further stated 
that SIJPpers were given drugs to excite them and make them frantically 
enthusiastic before combat. EXtensive PSYOP exploitation was accomplish­
ed by I Corps personnel and GVN agencies in Saigon. Leaflet is at 
Appendix 4. ' 

4. Le Vinh Thong, age 37, former school teacher, Vinh Ling School, was 
received by 1st Division at Doc' ~fieu Post Gio Linh' (D)., on 19 February '. 
71. Thong was one of fifteen agonts specially traineq to becom. 
Hoi Chanh, and following their rallying, each was to organize and re­
cruit for the VCl within their assigned oell area. Thong rallied be­
cause he saw the military forces and thought South Vietnam would be 
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Appendix 1 (Hoi Chanh Information) to Annex E (CltO) to Combat Oper-
ations After Action Report LAMSON 719 ' 

victorious in the war. I Corps exploited this Hoi Chanh through the 
press and TV interviews. 

5. Nguyen Van Nuoi, age 38, and Autonomous Section Chief of C-9 Local 
Force Unit, whose mission is to spread Communist propaganda to the 
people, rallied to the PF in Hung Hoa (D) on 17 Mar9h 11. His areQ of 
operations was Cam, Chinh (YD1253). Of special PSYOP significance is 
the fact that he rallied with a leaflet in his possession of Nguyen 
Mac, theRoi Chanh described in 1. Nuoi stated that he thought that 
Mac was dead until he saw the leaflet. ' The leaflet induced him to 
rally with his family. The 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division ('Mach) 
exploited this Hoi Chanh by preparing a leaflet of him, and· Mac. A 
tape was made for aerial, broadcast. Leaflet, developed is at Appendix 4. 

6. tlgo 7an Sam, age 27, 3d Platoon, 2d Company, 5th Infantry Battalion, 
2d ~giment, 324B Divilion, rallied to 9/369 VN Marine Brigade on 16 
March 71 in the Vicinity XD8335. Individual was orginally an engineer 

; soldier, but was changed to ttl!'! infantry. He stated that he, had been a 
part of the LAHSOU 119 operation for six days. He had several leaflets 
in his pockets. He claimad that the NVA soldiers ware using the leaf­
lets for cigarette papers, which is evident that they were being picked 
up py the enemy. Corps exploited this Hoi Chanh for PSIDP.Rallier 
stated that the mission of his battalion was to interdict the ARVN and 
keep them from moving back into'SVN from Laos. H. further stated,many 
,more wanted to Chieu Hoi but were waiting for the opportuity to do so. ' 
Some were afraid that the !aVN might ,kill them in their I,.ttempt. He 
provided the names of many personalities in his organization through 
the level of division. Corps conducted,an intensified program for 
aerial P$YOP to demoralize the remaining members of the rallier's unit. 
Special rally instructions were broadc~sted using Vietnamese inter-
preters. ' 

1. Vu Dinh Quynh, INA PFC, roB August 1949, rallied on 21 March 11 to 
the 178th Mainten~nce Battalion, 5th Infantry Division (Mach), in the 
vicinity of XD854l.He had bRen a sapper with hth Company, 19th Bat­
talion, 320 Division, which had the mission of maintaining visual 
contact with US!ARVN units and possibly to attack forces of Hlll 903 . 
vicinity (xD7548) on an unknown date in the future. He was .eparated 
from his platoon ~uring a US cont~ct, ~uynh was afraid to be,killed, 
and eince he had previously thoughtot,becoming a Hoi Chanh, he de­
cided to rally. He had a Chieu Hoi l.arlet on his person when he ral­
lied. Quynh also brought in.an AK-47 and a white parachute )flar.. H. 
~as reluctant to prepa~. a tape or leaflet for PSYDP exploitation be­
cause he feared for the aafetylof his family i~'NorthVietnam. 

B.On 16 March 71, fifteen Laotions and Bru came into the ARVN who 
were operating in the vicinity of .Dan Tra in Laos. There were five 
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men, six women and four children. Personnel were forced to work for the 
VC and the NVA as slave type transportation labor. They reported that 
B52s bombed near their village kifling fo~ VC. They reported that they 
were afraid of the enem.v cadre and escaped during the bombing confusion. 
GVN classified the male personnel as Hoi ~anh several days later. 

9. Ihlring the week of 21 !-larch 71, 81 reported Laotions and' Bru turned 
themselves in to the 1st Division at Khe Sanh. On 26 March 71; 
nine males and eighteen dependents were transported to the Quang Tri 
Chieu Hoi Center, where the males received Hoi Jhanh status. G~ trans­
ported the balance of the people to the Chieu Hoi Center on 29 If::>,1'''0h 71. 
All of this group of individuals were forced labor for enemy transporta­
tion units. The 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (M.ch) is developing 
a special leaflet for distribution to the Bru population of Quang Tri 
(P). The front side of the leaflet will feature a group of the Bru 
mentioned above, the reverse side a picture story showing the way the 
ve/NVA take Bru out of their villages and turn them into forced labor­
ers for the enemy cause. The text will contain a minimum of writing 
because of the high illiteracy rate among the target audience. 

10. The follOwing is a list of the names of Montagnard Hoi Chanh dis .. 
cussed above with all of the data that is available on them from the 
Quang Tri (P) Chieu Hoi Center. 

a. A Lang, age )1 rallied to the A1VN at Dong Ta Con, Laos on 16 
February 71. He was a laborer for the Ve/N'lA for three years. His work 
area was old Hung Hua (D) and bordering Laos. He was responsible for 
bringing in eight weapons. 

b. A Pua, age )8 rallied to the ARVN at Dang Ta Can, Laos on 16 
February 71. He was a VC/IHA laborer for three years. His l-lork area 
was old Hung Hoa (D) and bordering Laose 

c. A Cung, age 25 rallied to the ARVN at Da Ta Con, Laos on 16 
February 71. He was a Ve/N'lA laborer for thrce years in old Hung Hoa 
and neighbori~ Laos. 

d. A Chat, age 40 rallied to the, ARVN at Da Ta Con, taos on 16 
February 11. He was a VG/N'/A laborer for three years in old H\lIlg Hoa 
(D) and neighboring Laos. 

e. A Lang, age 18 rallied to the, ARlIN at Da Ta Con, Laos on 16 
February 11. He was a V~/NVA laborer for three years in old Hung Hoa 
(D) and neighboring Laos. . :' 

f. 
taos. 

Bun, age )0 rallied to the AIlVN on 14 March 11 at Kieng Luong~ 
He was a military guet'rilla with the 'It; for three y.ars. His 
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area of operations was Kieng Luong (V) in Tchepone (D). He lead the 
ARVN to 18 weapons.' His reasons for rallying were hunger and rear 
of the LAMSON operations. He had a Safe Gonduct Pass (893C) in,his 
possession when he rallied. 

g. Puon, age 29 rallied to the ARVN on 14 March 71 in Kieng Luong 
el) Laos, which was his area of operations. He was a military guer- ' 
rilla with the VC!NVA for three years. He rallied because he was hun­
gry and afraid of the military operations. He was partially responsi­
ble for the 18 weapons which were mentioned above. 

h. r,r~-Kho, ag~ 51 rallied to the ARVN on 19 March 71 at Lao Bao. 
'HiS area of operations was Xa Rang, Laos. 

i. Ta Nho, age hI rallied to the ARVN at Khe Sanh on 23 March 11. 

j. A-tfuon, age hI rallied to the ARVN at lOle Sanh on 23 March 71. 

k. Ai, B/d:Pa Nhut, age 51 rallied to the .ARVN at, Kh' ~ on 23 
'., ' 

March 11. 

1. Phim, age 25 rallied to the ARVN at Khe Sanh on 23 March 71. 

m. Ai, Bid Pa-~Io, age 51 rallied to the ARVN at Khe Sanh on 23 
'March 11. . 

n. A Che, age h6 rallied to the A,..tf.VN at lOle Sanh on 23 }1arch 71. 

o. Ac 10, age 29 rallied to ARVN on 23 March 71 at Khe Sanh. 

p. Pong, age 51 rallied to the ARVN on 23 I-iarch 11 at Kh. Sanh .• 

q. Lu Vung, age L.1 rallied t~ the AdVN on 23 March 71 at Khe Sanh. 

11. Nguyen Tat Dung, NIA Pvt, DOB 19$2, rallied on 21 March 71 to the 
AflVN 8th Airborne Battalion in the'vicini:ty of XD6537. He was a member 
of the 9th Squadron, 3d Platoon, 2d Company, 7th Battalion, Capital 
Regiment (102d), 308thDivision. HiS company was setting up an ambush 
site south 6f QL 9 near his point of rally, when he heared the ARVN tanks 
on the road. The Hoi Chanh left hiB company area and crawled toward the 
road where he turned himself in. ,Minutes later his actions were dis­
c.overed by his parent company, .and the enemy and the ARVN unit exchang­
ed fire as the ARVN &rII'\or oontinued to prooeed down the road. The mis­
sion of the NVA unit was, to ~bush'the JL~V!1 armored element of QL 9. 
Dung stated that his organization's morale was low. The veteran sold­
iers were tired and afraid which demoralized replacements and contri­
buted to the Hoi Chanh's rallying. Dung was with his outfit for one 
month prior to his rallying. 
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12. Phalli. Hong Chin, IfVA PFC, was captured on 2 April 71:,' by the D/3-5 
Cavalry in the vicinity of XD72h9. H~s status was changed to Hoi Chanh 
on 3 AJlril 71. He was a combat soldier with the 8th Sq1)a~;i::3dpratod'IJ, 
5th Company, B8th J1egiment., 308th Division. His mission at the tim. 
of capture was to pickup KIA and WIA fro~ battle area XD72h9. The ro1s~ 
sion of his company was to attack the Dang A Hal by artillery, and then 
ground attack. Sixty NVA were in the attacking force. 

13. La Dang Sanh, .NVA Cpl/assistant Squad Leader, DOB 6 March 48, was 
ce.ptured on 12 y.rarch 71 by the AR.VN in vicinity of XDh83.7.. Hissta1ms 
was changed to Hoi Chanh in earl~ April 71. His principle duty was a 
pipe fitter on the W1Agasoline, pipeline in Laos. His organization 
was the 5th Squad, 1st Company, 968 Battalion, 592 Engineer Regiment, 
559 Transpor~ation Group_ HiS mission at the ti~ of capture was secur­
ing the pipeline. 
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Appendix 2 (Out-of-Country personnel) to Annex E· (Civil Military Oper­
ations) to Combat Operations After Action Report LAMSON 119 

l~)On 12 February 71, five refugees, four male and one female cros~­
ed into Vietnam from Laos and requested assistance from the 1st Bri­
gade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech) •. They represented a village of 
117 in the viCinity of Bon Coum in Laos. They requested asylum 
for their entire village. The personnel were placed i~to AR~ chan­
nels at Dong Ra, following US interviews by·military intelJ.igence 
personnel to determine possible value for intelligence or PSYOP ex­
ploitation. Neither the US or the ARVN exploited these personnel for 
PSYOP. All persons refused to return to Laos for fear of death 
from the WA. 

2.~)On 14 February 11, refugees, seven men, six women, and five 
child~encrossed from Laos into Vietnam and requested assistance 
from s-5, 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech-). Personnel were 
immediately placed into ARVN channels for possible intelligence and 
PSYOP exploitation. These out-at-country personnel were billeted 
at Dong Ha Combat Base CIC. The Province Chief was prepared to 
enact a plan to provide for resettlement of the refugee •• The -plan 
was in three stage ••. Stage I, personnel would be kept in a.temporary 
status for two days. They would be welcomed by a small receiving 
committee comprised of a Nati0nal P.olice representative, an intell­
igence representative and a social welfare representative. In addi­
tionto the Province providing blankets, rice and canvas forshel­
~rs, personnel would receive a partial welfare payment of 20$VN 
per d~. stage II, personnel are placed in minority group housing 
for 2 months, Province continues to provide welfare payments. Stage 
III, personnel are resettled in and around Mai Lac for a trial period 
of-6 months,- During this time they receive full welfare payments. 
The Quang Tri (p) COIIIIIUnity nefense and Local Development Plan for. 
1971 supports the above plan. 

3.(C)On 26 February, it was reported that 500 retugee~. were building 
a village near FSB Delta (Vis XD64»). There was -no indioation that 
these refugees posed a01' problem to ARVN operations in that area. On 
1 February 71, forty refugees, eleven lnl'!n. fourteen women ~nd fif­
teen children, came into 17th Armored Cavalry in the Tici1i:1tY'15.L,;, 
of'FSB Aloui\{XD5438). There was no indication that t,nese refugees 
posed a~ tactic~l or civil affairs type of problem to the ARVN. A 
final report dated 31 Marph prepared by Air Force Field Exploitation 
Team A in Quang Tri City listed the names of thirty-eight out-of­
country personnel, along with their dates of birth, and the date that 
they were received by ARVN. . 
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Appendix 1 (Tactical Air Support) to Annex F (Air S~port) to Combat Opera­
tion after Action Report, LAMSON 7198 

1. (C) Concept of Operations. Tactical Air ::>upport for LAMSON 719 was , 
provided through the Air Force Tactical Air Control System (TACS), through 
a forward Direct Air Support Center (DASC VICTOR) established and col­
located with the XXIV Corps Forward QP 'at Qudng. Tn. ,·~(tHAi:rlllIPpo!'t~\;· '1'---M~ 
tbr,P.hs:se~~~,-~ was requested through the Cl1lTently established Tac Air Request 
S1St.; Tac Air support for Phase II, III and IV was sul:mitted through. DASC­
VICTOR direct to 7th Air Force Operations Fighter Division (Fraa Shop). 
Tactical Atr Control Parties (TACP's) with each ARVN Division CCllllland Post 
(Q') alld Forward Air Controllers (FACS), continued supporting assigned ground 
units. A detachment from the 2.3d Tactical Air Support Squadron (TASS), frOil 
Nakhor Phan<lll Ro;yal ThaUat'Id Air 'Base (BTAB), ThailaDi,. known as H~er 
Operations, deplo1ed to and operated frail the Quang Tri ~ Air Field (AAF) 
to prOTide FAC support in Phase II~ III aDd IV for 'Ule out countr;y (Laos) 
effort. 1st Bde, 5th Inf Di..- (Mech) TACP e Barq Operations, contu..4 _ 
prcw:i4e PAC sqaport to the In. Rds, 5th 'W D1T (Ilecb) tor till 1a-00Ullt17 
.U~. ' 
2. (C) Force Carposltlon: 

a. DASC-VICTOR,..as formed at the 1st ide, Sth IDf D1v (Kech) TAil> adjacent 
to IlIV Corps Forward Tactical Operations Center (CTOC) aDd ,vas pr1urilT con­
cerned with Tac Air support in Phases II, III, and IV. let ide, 5th Int D1" 
(Kecli) TACP cClllllUDication eqlrlpllent remained in place w1th add1t1onal cc:a­
muni~ation lines and equipment installed at each ot the TACPa aDd Tth Air 
Force Ccamao1 Center. The DASC were formed using existing DASC personnel 
resources augmented b7 personnel from other 7th Air Force units. 

," • '. 'I ' 

b~ English speaking Vietnamese military personnel were assigned to RAMMER 
Operations and flew with USAF FAr.e as interpreters between the Vietnamese 
grquJJd commanders and the US airborne FACso 

c. 7th Air Force Airborne Canmani and Control Center (AFCCC) provided 
controller positions dedicated to: 

(1) Accepting and directing fragged preplanned Tac Air sorties to a 
predetermined remenouS pbmttor HAMMER'lAC control. 

I (2) Supporting aDJ additional air support requests from H.AMMER FACs b7: 

(a) Diverting available Tac Air. 

(b) Requesting immediate air strikes o 

d. The USMC Air Support Radar Team (A!lRT) instalJ.ation at Quang Tri was 
relocated to Khe SaDh to provide extellded radar control coverage oyer the 
LAMSON 719 area of operations during periods of darkness and adverse weather • 

.3. (C) Results and Statistical Data 
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Appendix 1 (Tactical Air Support) to Annex F (Air Support) to Combat Operations 
After Action Report LAMSON 719. 

a. Phase I. 

(1) In count1'1= 

(a) Tactical Air Strikes: 
Close Air Support 
Combat Sky qpots 

(b) Bomb Damage Assessment: 
Killed by Air 
Secondary Explosions 
Secondary Fires 
Struct\U"es Destroyed 
Bunkers Destroyed 

155 
29 

2 
15 
4 
8 

128 

(2') Out of C01.mt1'1= Not applicable during Phase I. 

b. Phase II. 

(1) In Country: 

(a) Tactical Air Strikes~ 
Close Air Support 
Combat Sq Spots 

(b) Bomb Damage Assessment: 
IDled by Air 
Sa,coma1'1 Explosions 
Secondary Fires 
Structures Destroyed 
Bunkers Destroyed 

(2) Out of Count1'1: 

(a) Tactical Air Strikes, 
Close Air Support 
Combat Sky Spots 

(b) Bomb Damage Assessment: 
KUled by Air 
Secondary Explosions 
Seconda1'1 Fires 
Structures Destroyed 
Bunkers Destroyed 
Trucks Destro,.-ed/Damaged 
Tanks Destroyed/Damaged 
12$ 7mm Jestroyed/Damaged 
14,,5m.m Destroyed/Damaged 
23mm Destroyed/Damaged 

721 
127 

5 
44 
59 
1.3 

333 

2691 
69 

1453 
682 
233 
44 
90 
81/30 
38/9 
44/10 
1/0 
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.3711111l. Destroyed/Damaged 

c. Phase,III. 

(1) In Country: 

(a) Tactical Air Strikes: 
Close Air Support 
Combat Sq Spote 

(b) Bomb Damage Assessment: 
Killed b7 Air 
Secondary Explosions 
Secordary Fires 
Structures Destroyed 
Bunkers Destroyed 
Trucks Destroyed/Damaged 

(2) Out of Country 

(a) Close Air Support 
Combat Sq Spots 

(b) Bomb Damasa Assessment: 
Killed b7 Air 
Secondary Explosions 
Secooiary Fires 
Structures Destroyed 
Bunkers Destr07ed 
Trucks DestrOy~amaged 
Tanks Destroye amaged 
12 .. 7l1111l Destroyed/Damaged 
14.5mm.Destroyed/Damaged 
2.3- Destroyed/Damaged 
37_ D estroyed/D8lII8.ged 

d. Phase IV. 

(1) In country 

(a) Tactical Air Strikes: 
Cloee Air Supports 
Combat Slq Spots 

(b) Bomb Damage Assessment: 
.Killed b7 Air 
Secondary ExplOSions 
Secondary Fires 
Structtn"es Destroyed 

t 

2.3/3 

526 
8.3 

o 
21 
20 
o 

152 
1/1 

18U 
.329 

537 
2603 
.160 

14 
21 
50/25 
10/1 
15/2 
o 
o 
1/1 

763 
159 

56 
169 
128 
17 
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Bunkers Destroyed 
I2.7mm Jestroyed/Damaged 

(2) Out of Country 

(a) Tactical Air Strikes: 
Close Air Support 
Combat S~ Spots 

(b) Bomb Damage Assessment z 
Killed by Air 

e. 

(1) 

(a) 

(b) 

(2) 

(a) 

Secondary Explosions 
Secondary Fires 
Structures Destroyed 
Bunkers Destroyed 
Trucks Deetroyed/Deme.ged 
Tanks Destro1ed/Damaged 
12.7_ Deetroyed/Damaged 
14.5mm Destroyed/Damaged 
2Jmm Destroyed/Dema.ged 
11mm Destro,yed/Damaged 
S7mm Destroyed 
85mm De stro1ed 
Fire Controlled Radar Site Destroyed 

Recapitulation 

In Country 

Tactical Air Strikes: 
Close Air Support 
Combat SlQ' Spots 

Bomb Damage Assessment: 
Tonnage 
Killed by Air 
Secondary Explosions 
Secondarr Fires 
Structures Destroyed 
Bunkers Destroyed 
Trmks Destroyed/Dsmged 
12.?MM Destroyed/Damaged 

Out of COUDt17: 

Tactical Air Strikes: 
Close Air Support 
Combat SkJ Spots 

306 
2/1 

2600 
219 

1lll 
3409 

386 
48 

254 
60/33 
11/6 
IS/O 
6/0 

10/1 
39/') 
2 
1 
1 

216,) 
443 

3592.3 
63 

249 
211 
)8 

919 
1/1 
2/1 

7104 
617 
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(b) Banb Damage Assessment: 
Tonnage 
Killed by Air 
Secondary ExplOSions 
SecondaI7 Fires 
Structures Destroyed 
Bunkers Destroyed 
Trucks Destroyed/Damged 
Tanks DestroyedjDamaged 
12.7mm Destroyed/Damaged 
14.5mm Destroyed/Damaged 
23mm DestroyedjDamaged 
37m Destroyed/Damaged 
57mm DestrOJ8d 8_ Destroyed 
Fire Controlled Radar Sites Destroyed 

14435.1 
3103 
6694 
779. 
1~ 
365 
1Cfl/88 

59/16 
77/12 
1/0 

21/2 
63/9 

2 
1 
1 

f. Commando Vaults: Tventy-five COIlID8.MO Vaults (15,000 lbs boes 
delivered by C-130 aircraft using heavy drop techniques) were 8IIIp1o;red in the 
out countl"1 operation. TYo ",ere employed for landing zone· (LZ) preparation am 
tour were employed for LZ construction. Nineteen were ~loyed tor 'Yarious 
lucrative targets such as e~ truck parks, storage areas, enem;y troop con­
centrations and base camps. Results, except for those used for LZ construction, 
vere not available since no significant bomb damage assessment vas received. 

g. Gunships: There were a total of 80 AC1l9 (Stinger) and 47 AC130 
(Spectre) gunships strikes employed, augmented "'hen required bJ Candlestick 
(AC130) flaresh1ps& Gunships were utUiHd allllost exaluaiftq dur1Da the 
hours ot darkness and ",ere used mainly to interdict enellli1 yehlcular traffic and 
to provide close air support at night tor friendly base camps. With their 
high rate of fire power the gunships proved indespensible aM highl.)- ettecti'Y8, 
with a total of 50 to 60 en~ vehicles destr01ed and rapid response to nigbt 
troop-in-contact situations. Accurate detailed BDA tor gunships vas U8U8~ 
impossible because ot the nighttime environnent in which they operated. 

h. Downed Aircraft: During the LAMSON 719 operation seven aircraft ot 
'Yarious t,.pes were shot dovn by enelll1 ground fire. These ino1tded three F4' a, 
one '100, one A7, one A1_ and one ()"2. Four pilots vere kU1ed; the r.ainder 
were rescued. 

4. P robl. Areaa. 

a. YietDSMH interpreters. Initially, the YletD!lJl8se a1lit.&r7 per80DMl 
assigned as interpreters with HAMMER FAC'IS experienced acae d1tt1culV with 
a1rsick:Deea which hampered air to groUDd cOllllUJlicatloD8. Interpreters vere 
p,..n DrAlI8mine pills and FAC's vere directed to attellpt groUDd ooDkot 1D 
English and use Vietnamese interpretation as a backup. :e,. 12 r • ., there 
reaaiDed 01111 isolated instances ot airelokDees,. 
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1. (S) General. 

a. Dai.lT ARC Light Sortiee 'Pre proTided b7 CO!IIJMnder, 8th Air Force, 
Strategic Air Coanand. The ARC Light Force 1NPP0rts Southeast A.1& opera­
'tions with high altitude area saturation .trikes againat selected targets 
appropriate for hea'V1- aerial bombardment. The objective ot the ARC Light 
Forces were to: 

(1) Aid the defenee of friend17 forces uD1er attack. ' 

(2) Interdict enb1 line. of communication-to include attacks on his 
stockpile, staging facilitiea and means of transportation. 

(:3) Support frieDdl.,. gro'U.1Xl actiTities. 

(4) .Apply maximum concentration against troops and weapons during 
eneJlI1 preparations to mount offensiTes. (i.e., spoiling operations) 

(5) Attack eneDl1 fixed and aemifixed facilitie8 to inclu3.e base camps, 
bivouao areas, caches, and commaDd aDd control facilities. 

(6) Take full advantage of the PS1chological .ffect of' heavy aerial 
bombardment to harass the elWllJ1' and. destr07 his will to fight. 

b. Priorit7 of .trikes was giTen to support of' the operation. From 
24 February 1971 through the end of the operation, all thirteen .trikes 
were normall1 scheduled in support of Operation LAMSON 719. 

2. (s) Execution. 
(\: 

a. During operation LAMSON 719, six hUDired and fifteen targets 
were struck b1 the ARC Light Force. Detailed breakdown for each phase 
of' the operation is shown at Tab A. 

b. Most 'ARC Light strikes were initla1l1 planned againat targets 
based on hard intelligence. Targets aelected and scheduled were otten 
diTerted to prOTide close eupport of troops in contact. Therefore, man;r 
strikes were used in a tactical clos. support role against enem;r troo-p 
concentrations rather than against strategic type hard targets. A 
distinct disadvantage of using ARC Light strikes within three kUaneters 
of friend4r troops 18 the loss of target coverage wen all aircraft are 
required to fly in trail formation due to safety waiver. CcamaDder. 
were encouraged to plan targets so as to avoid haTing troops within the 
waiver distance to get maximum coverage and effects on each target. 

c. ARC Light strikes were also used in preparation of Landing Zom 8 
in conjunction with other supporting fires. Normal sequence utilized 

.' .... ' --
I, \~., 

GROUP 4 
Downgraded at 37e81" 
InterTals J declassified 
After 12 7sars 
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for landing Zone preparation was to initiate ARC Light strikes approx­
imately twelTe to fifteen hour.s prior to landing zone time with the last 
strike about three hour~ prior, at which time tactical air sorties were 
used continuouslJ' until time troops were inserted on landing zone. 

d. The number of ARC Light strikes Taried from two to twenty strikes 
employed during periods varying from. t en hours to thirty six hours prior 
to insertion of troops on landlng zOnth Preparation starting time for 
ARC Light strikes ten to fifteen hours prior to ins~rt~on t~e appeared 
to be more effective than starting strikes twenty four or more hours before 
insertion of troops~ The longer time and larger area gaTe enemJ troops 
the opportunity to move back into area after strikes and at time of troop 
insertion landingz~nes Would be hot. 

3. (S) Results. Complt!lte bomb damage assessment ws accomplished on 
approximately ten percent of the target. struck. Secondarr explosions 
were recorded by the ARC Light Force on four hundred aDd eight targets. 
The number of secondary explOSions noted am the results obtained from 
exploitation of fifty five targets indicated that the strikes were ver,r 
effective. Results are shown at Tab B. 

4. (5) Problem Areaao 

a. Target Requesting Procedureso DiTert1ng of ARC Light targets 
became a major concern of all agemies involTed in ARC Light Operations. 
The time phasing for strike request required· that I Corps or the US 
Division requesting a strike, submit their requests to XlIV Corps 
approximate~ thirty six to sixty hours prior to desired strike time. 
This was necessary to allow for proce~sing time am submission to MACV in 
time for daily target selection meeting held at 07)0 hours each morning. 
Considering the fast moving situation p this time phasing was not respon-
sive enough; therefore y ma~ targets had to be diTerted to place the strike. 
in close support of gr0und operations. A request was made to MACV to haTe 
them designate a ~chedule of available strike times and allow targets to be 
furnished approiimat,Iil]Y twel'le to eighteen hours prior to desired strikes. 
This would have "",limin[lt~ the pro"blem associated with diTElrting from a 
previously·planned target and insured that the work involTed in planning the 
original strike would not be wasted. The request was not approTed; therefore, 
targets had to be submitted for normal planning and diTerting strikes onto 
critical targets \laB frequently requiredo In the planning phase for operations, 
particularly of t..h1l" magnit.ude v procedures for requesting strikes should be 
reviewed and changed, if necessaryp to be more responsiTe to the ARC Light 
support requirement. 

b. Communications. .A. critical aspect of ARC Light operations was secure 
communications with nominating agencies and with higher headquarters. Message 
traffic from Quang Tri to MACV and out to the unit. in the field was slow. 
Flash messages were general]~' backlogged and it commonly took three to four 
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hours for messages to reaoh MACV. A limited n\Dber of radios and onl.7 one 
eecure telephone which vere used by all staff members vas available tor 
use most of the time. The requirements of ARC Light operations and the 
need for the security of transmission should be given more consideration in 
the planning phase and provisions madtll to meet the req uirement8. 

s. (8) Lessons Learned. ARC Light Operations aDd Targeting Personnel. 

a. During operation IAMSON '719 contact with T8.rious US Unite sub­
mi tting ARC Light requests alXi. 'the US A.dvisors to BVN Forcel revealed 
that personnel assigned to ARC Light pOlitions vere not completel1 
knowledgeable of the proper techniques and requirements of ARC Light 
Operations and Targeting. 

b. Targets were received that were not properl1 oriented to get 
maximum coverage of intelligence available aDd in other cases tho .. 
planning ARC Light operatio!lS vere not aware of employment tact1cs or 
requirements. 

c. Much of this was probably due to personnel turnover in key ARC 
Light operation positions and also could be attributed to lack ot ARC 
Light activity in Military Region I tor several months prior to this 
operation. 

d. .A. recamnendation ill being made b1 this headquarters that MACV 
establish an orientation course on ARC Light·operations and tar&~t1ng 
for all personnel being •• ,isa-d to US Units or to Advisor positions 
requiring knowledge of ARC Light procedures in perfOrm.aDC8 of their 
duties. 

• 
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Tab A (~erationa StIIIII&1"1) to Appendix 2 (ARC Light Operationa) to h.n~ F 
(~ir Support) to Combat Operation. After Action Report LAMSON 719. 

ARC LIGHT CPIRATION SU4MARY - LAMSON 719 

PHASE I PlUSI II PBAS&III PlI.lS& Ii 1'mAL OF 
(PJaDning) (8 Feb ... (6 Mar- (16-Mar .. PBASE . II, . 

5 .Mar 71) 15 Mar 71) 7 Apr 71) In AID IV 
(LAMSOB 719) 

I Corps 0 175 90 132 3m 
IiClUNATED u.s. 8 93 39 212 344 

TOTAL 8 268 129 344 741 

I Corps 0 158 86 129 3'13 
SCHEDln.m u.s. 7 87 39 175 301 

TOTAL 7 245 125 304 674 

I Corp. 0 9~ 86 153 332 
DIVERTS u.S. 0 16 0 16 32 

MACV 0 10 2 15 'Z7 
TOTAL 0 119 88 184 391 

ABORTS 0 9 6 17 32 

I Corps 0 189 '11 135 421 
STRIKES u.s. 7. 37 20 137 194 

TOT.lL 7 226 117 'Z72 615 

NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT 18 670 359 SC1l 1836 

TORS OF BOOS 45607S 14435.50 9261.75 22705.25 46402.50 

.1 ... 2-1-1 
I ,~;._ 
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Tab B (ARC Light BDA) to Append'b: 2 (.ABC Light eperationa) to Annex F 
Support) to Combat Operation .lfter Action Report LAMSON 719. 

(A.ir 

ARC LIGHT BDA DURING CPERA'l'ION LAMSON 719 FROM 080001 FEB TO (J72400 APR 1971. 

1. (S) or the .1.x hUJXired aM tifteen .ARC Light strikea t1own, re.ult. 
on tvo hUJXired aM .eTen vere unknown due to weather conditio .. , on the 
remaining four hundred am eight targets three thou.and one hUDdred aOO 
fifty tiTe secondar;r exp10sl,<)'0.8 two to fifteen times magnituie were re­
corded by the ARC Light Force. 

2. (S) BDA of the fifty fiTe targets that were e~lo1ted 1r.Jdicated the 
following. 

Kn 2~ 
POW 3 
wn 12 
INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS 1541 
CREW SERVED WEAPONS 82 
MORTARS, . 9.3 
ROCKET aUNCHEBS .300 
All 16 (INCLUDES 2:Jo1M, .37MM AND S7MM WEAP ONS ) 
ll/AW 41 (INCLUD&S 12.7MM WEAPONS) 
TROOKS 7-;' 
TRACKS 11 (INCLUDES ONE TANK) 
ARTILLERY PIECES 13 
AMMUNITION 993 TONS 
FOOD 1101 TONS 
STRUCTUJ1ES 890 
BICYCLES .300 
BUNKERS 176 
FUEL 1S1,92S GAl.LONS 
PLUS VARYING litIMBERS OF UNIFORMS, DOC'l.N£NTS, P JPBR, UD OTHER 

MISCELLANEOts !TOO. 
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Opelations Atter Action Report LAMSOI 719 

1. (S) Summary of lavy Participation in LAMSON 719 Operations. 

a. The three carriers to 'fJ' 77 partiCipated extensively in 
LAMSON 719·by providbg 1872 strikaaorties between the period 
8 February 8lld 6 April 1971 •. These operations were carried out coin­
cident with other strike operations in Steel Tiger aDd Borth Vietnam. 
During this period a total of aooo strike sorties vere flown by air­
craft fromoarriers Bancock, I1tty Hawk aDd Ranger, including 4497 
sorties during March, a three year high. 

b. or the 1872 strike sorites flown in tntppOrt of LAMSON 719 
only 703 aorUes received assessment of bomb damage (BDA). This vas 
due to a .ariety of reasons including type target (iuch &s troops 
under cover, bivouao areas and gun positions), dense foilage, amoke, 
dust and weather. There were also several occasions when B.Dtfm 'ACe, 
who controlled most Navy sorties, did not have time to assess damage 
between flights of strike aircraft. 

c; Several flights were controlled by Ihe Se.nh ASlAT and nODe 
received BOA. 

d. .Man:r lavy nights were directed against high prioritT troops 
in contact (TIC) targets including enemy tanks firing wi thin friendly 
f1rehase perimeters. 

e. In the latter stages of the operation nmnerous la"7 mieSioDS 
ware directed against abandoned triel2d11 nhie1e., tanks and era.pp1iee. 

2. (S) TJ' totals and individual performances of the three CVAs which 
participated in LAMSON 719 operations fo11ovso 

a. Total missions nown by '17 77 (S,'ebruary to 6 April 1971) 

SORTIES FLOWN: 1872 BUliIERS DB/DAM 71/6 

RNO seaTlES: 1169 STRUCT DES/DAM 12/0 

TRKS DE/DAM 44144 STACKS 0' SUPP DEST 60 

TAlK DE/DAM Z'I/12 BOIES AJt«) DIST 310 

J)()ZBRS DB/DAM 6/2 KBA III 

APe DE/DAM 1/0 PIPELINE CUT 1 

SIC EIPLS 1850 POL BARR J>BST 25 

llRBS 266 BRIDGE DES 1 

RC/RS 21/3 
3-1'-1 

2 

lORD CUTS . , 
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b. Missions floVl1 from the Carrier Hancock. 

SCRTIBS FLOWN 

RNa SORTIES 

BDJ. 

TRKSDES/DAM 

TANXS DES/DAM 

DOZERS DIS/DAM 

!PC DIS/DAM 

RADAR DIS/DAM 

SEC IXPLS 

:rIRIS 

RC/TS 

FCRD CUTS 

GUNS DES/DAM 

BUHURS DES/DAM. 

STROOT DES/DAM 

STACKS OR SUPP DEST 

BOlES AMMO DEST 

KBA 

PIPELINE CUT 

POL BAR DEST 

, .' 

PHASE II 

8FEB-6MAR 

1,6 

138 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

.3 

9 

0/0 

a 

0/2 

4/1 

0/0 

a 

a 

a 

o 

a 

\ 

PHASE III PHASE IV 

7 MAR - 16 MlR 17 MAR· - 6 AP.r 

lSI 

lOS 

2/4 

0/0 

0/0 

1/1 

0/0 

28 

IS 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

a 

a 

a 

a 

o 

390 

231 

16/19 

2/S 

4/2 

0/0 

1/0 

S40 

S7 

10/0 

2 

3/2 

23/2 

4/0 

33 

10 

22 

1 

2; 



Appendix 3 'NaTal lli Support) to .&Dna r (.I.ir Support) to Combat 
Operatio.na Atter Action Report Ll'MSON 719 

c.. KissiOns floVD from the Carrier litt:r Hawk. 

PHASE II 

SFBB-6HUR 

PHASE III PHASE IV 

RIfO SCRT liS 

BDA 

'l'ftKS DE/DAM 

, T.I.NKS DE;DAM 

DOZERS DE/DAM 

SEC IIPLS 

'IRIS 

RC~ 

ram CUTS 

GUNS DB/DAM 

BONIERS DI/D.I.M 

STRUCT DI/DAM 

STACKS OJ' SUFF D&ST 

IIlIOOE DEST 

HELO DEBT 

284 

193 

2/1 

0/4 

0/0 

40 

15 

0/0 

o 

2/5 

0/0 

0/0 

o 

o 

o 

o 

• 17 TANIS WERE FRIBNDLY J.BABOOBD. 

7 MAR - 16 lWl 17 MAlt - 6 .I.Pft 

204 

127 

2/0 

0/0 

0/0 

105 

25 

7/3 

:3 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

,0 

40 

1 

o 

246 

96 

12/4 

~/l 

2/1 

1024 

55 

4/0 

o 

6/0 

23/0 

0/0 

27 

49 

o 

1 
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d. Missions flown from the Carrier Ranger. 

.PHASE II PIfASE III PHASE IV 

8 J.I'EB - 6 MAR 7 MAR - 16 lU1l 17 MAR - 6 A1R 

satTIIS FLOWN 288 124 29 

RNa SCRTIBS 194 62 23 

DnA 

TRIS DI/DAM 5/14 5/2 0/0 

TANKS DI/DAM 5/2 0/0 0/0 

SEC IIPLS 103 6 1 

J'lRBS 32 56 2 

GUNSDB/IWf 8/4 0/1 0/0 

BUHDRS DB/DAM 17/1 2/2 0/0 

STRreT DB/DAM 8/0 0/0 0/0 

BODS .AMMO DlST 300 a 0 

HBLO DEST a 1 a 
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~o WElather~ The 0nly adverse effect weather had on artillery 
operations was in ther~duction in the number of air observer sorties. 
Thi;; resulted in fewer observed fire missions during the periods of 
bad weat.her'" Inclement weather slowed resupply operations but did not. 
seriously bamper overall ~tillery operationso 

b" Ter.raim '!'he limit/ed number of adequate lines of communication 
i:r. the area of (\p~ratlons restricted heavy artillery fire support bases 
t.o those firing p\)l3itiop...s along QL 9 and e:lJnilar roads in the vioinity 
of Khe Sanh" 'The one notable exception to this statement occured when 
one 175~~ gun battery occupied a fire support base in the vicinity of 
the AnVN Ranger Camp near the international border (XD6845)D 

G, Trlrget }\cqulsitlom The following target aequi8itlon means were 
tlmplo}'tit1 to Gounl:.~r enemy attacks by' fire e Some of the problem areas are 
also hir:l-jlighted: 

(1) j,e~1a~ QCS8~Ver$! Artillery aerial observers in ar.my aircraft 
and '-'!'~ .. ~1l"".':l ail" cb.5e.r"'~t's flying with USAF FAC1swere used extensively 
thl"OU:';I!"11 , .. r.~; :}nd fl1/'W.1 AJ i t3 0 During the latter phases of the operation .. 
.?tr:";i'1 f -', :,'{'<.l lYl<l!L:~t:~';n?.-l ·:,1,1e1.' suspected areas on a dedicated artillery 
wak:ho ',; hr'l;!~h dFficdt. to assess, it appears on the surface that the 
111Sl.l,".ena'1cu of an airb('~"i:\8 watch does inhibit the enem.yi s use of indirect 
fire weap0r..;.; 0 The aerial observers were hampered in their locating of 
hO/:l':' .i.e <.,,··:~:.lerl by a v'Jt'y active ene1'l1y air derense, several periods of 
bad weather) ana excellent \1..,e or cover and concealment by the eoemyo 
'T:i:",'yi,;n 1'0'.1;:;:) it- vtremely difficult to locate hostile artillery at 
;,,',.;'l ,,~'. f.1u.~. e d' th'~ al"!C'unt. of friendl,. air and artillery impacting into 
lA1o" :;YO.'i" 'jh~ P!"epf1!:.o.erance of enemy artillery was fired during the 
dayl::q::(lli j1(mrs .. hel". ()ur troops were at work and therefore exposed¢ 

(:?) ,,;, l<1f}Q~)l~' The Q..,4 counter mortar radar was employed throughout 
d.e 1\3 r;.~"1,,! 'Jf operati'Jn and did acquire targets 0 Its limited beam 
wi.dtL ... ,~' 1~4S 'nils) coupled with the short but intense duration of the 
::d .... -;:;:.:".~·-1.3 '~.~) !',·~f~~").! m,(' ...... T.ct~ f'i'r~ 1"\.,.. TlC" l-- .... ""NO .... 



100U,,"[:0 AT THt NATlONAL ARO>4IVES 

annex G (Artillery) to Combat Operations after action Report LamsOD 719 . 
artillery function .. 

.. 
(4) OV-l Mohaw)p In addition to .other teu'get I.Cq\l1ilitioamean, .. 

during the later stages of the oper~tion, the OV-l Mohawk aircraft flew 
infrared missions nightl;y over suspected enem.;y artillery positions. Hot 
emissions received by the aircraft were sent directl::r to the l08th Art::r 
Group for firillgo Attempts Were made to correlate the emissions with 
other intelligence data.. There was insufficient time rema1 njng in the 
operation for a fair evaluation of its ability to locate hostile artil­
lery. 

(5) TPS-25 radars were used prinlarU7' to support US operations. 
One TPS-25 was employed in the KheSanh area over likel::r aveDQ8S of ap­
proach. A second TPS-25 was scheduled for deployment to the a,;-ea but 
maintenance problems precluded its employmento 

(6) Sensors: Sensors were aplo;yed b::r US unite in support of RVNAF 
operations 0 Kill zones were plotted on either end of the sensor strings 
within range of heavy artillery. The strings consisted 'of acoustic and 
seismographic sensors and were emplaced along avenues at approach, choke 
pOints, and enemy lines of communication.. 131 sensor targets were 
engaged with 216 rounds of 8" ammunition and 527 rounds Qf 17S11DIl 8l'IIIlun­
ition. A total of 155 sensor activations were reported. 

(7) Sound Detection Equipmentl When the unite at Lao Bao began to 
receive heavy attacks ,by fire, a souDi detection team was requested fran 
F Battery, 26th Artillery;: howeftr, the unite at Lao Bao were withdrmm 
prior to the sound detection team becaning operational. 

d, Rl\pmy attacks by f1.l'-.J 

(.l) During Operation Lams on 719 the enemy employed all. calibers of 
artillery, rockets, and mortars to defend his base areas and apply 
maximum pressure to al~ ed units and base camp areas 0 

(2) During the pel d 6 February through 2 April the enetll7 conducted 
over 446 attacks emploY_"lg indirect fire weapons alone, or in conjunction 
with ground attacks 0 There were an average of six attacks by fira a day 
in .I'~ebruary increasing in intenait;y and duration during March to an 
average of eleven attacks a day.. Of particular note was the tact that 
the majority of these attacks were conducted during hours ot daylight 
during periods of peak activit7e M ... · of the attacks appear to have been 
conducted as obserVed fire missions.. Theee attacks resulted in JbO 
Friendly KIA and 960 WIA. Of particular note was the eneDl)'" s extensive 
use of the 82mm mortar and the 122Jm1 rocketo The four reports of the 152 
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_ gu.D8 in March were from the ARVN Rangers aad are IUpect, .. no con­
firming reports trQl other local units were received. 

2. (C) MISSION" 

XXIV Corps Artille17 supporta I Corp. and. nIV Corpa in iJM conduct 
ot a ccabiud ground aDd airoperatio. into Bue Area 6Qh/611 to sever 
enem;y LOCls and achieve maxDUIIl destruction of .ne.,. force. alld stock­
piles. 

3. (c) EXECUTION 0 

a. Tactical Missions: As tU operatio. progressed, tactical ausioDS 
... 1gMd Corps Artille17 uni ta .ere challg8d accordingl.J'. 

(1) 30 Jan - 7 Feb 

l08th Art1' Groupg GSR 514 Art7 
2/94th Art1 
8/4 Arty 

(2) 8 Feb - 27 Mar 

loath Arty Group: GSR Arty wi tb. I Corpa 
8/4 Arty 
2/94th Arty (+B/l/39 Art,) 

(3) 28 Mar - 6 Apr 

l08th Art1 Group: GSR 1018t Abo Divarty 
B/4 Arty: GSR 6/11 Arty 
2/94th Arty (+): GSR 5/4 Arty 

b. Fire Support Coordination: 

(l) Fire Support Coordinat1oa .volved into a high.17 c.-plex task 
~!u1' becauae of the extensive u. of air .... ta alld. 'beca.1iIIe 0'1' the 
luguage difficulty inherent with supportiDg RVNAF 11Iliw, WhiCD was c_­
pound.d by the lack of US Adv180rs at _uuver unit level. RVNAFdiv­
uio. headquarters remained in Vi.tlWl, alld US advisors at teat level 
continued their normal funetio .. except tor acCQIIlpanying their counterparts 
,into La08. Coordination with USAF aad. US J.r.r Aviatioa e1 .... ta va. crit­
ical, c.ntering around destruction/neutralisatioll of .Ma1' anti-aircraft 
posi tiona, sch.duling of preparatioll tires tor Ainlobile operationa, apd 
collducting a flak suppression pregraa in coajuDct1oa vitia air resuppl7 
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aotivities 0 Combi.Jled efforts were Mde at Corps lev.l for t. ..... solutio. 
of the prebl •• incurred, maiR1.y beme. FSS, USAF DASC, aad COrp8 
Anatio.. Efforts centered arOUlld the following areas: 

(a) Combining targeting iaformatio. fr<lll all available scrurces to 
idelltU7 uti-aircraft threats, ud allocat1Dg resources t. uutraliz. 
the threata during airmobile eperatieD80 

(b) Coordination of night routes to insure flak suppression aDd/or 
preparati.n fires were planned aleng the routee aDd OD. adjacellt, hostile 
terrain 0 

(c) CoordinatiGn of LZ preparatiena in order that Tac Air, artill.r,y, 
aad aerial fi.ld artill.17 fires oeulcl be ne.d .x," .. ift11', lifti. t. ... 
preparati .. fires at the last p .. sibl. mom.nt prior to aircraft insertlon. 

(2) Ooordination/liaison belowOorps level was of .qual iJlper\ance 
throughout the operatioll. Th. cHrdiu.tion problem o.uld .et have bee. 
solved without the exteMive r.ciprtcal lia18o. that tNk place 0 Tbia 
iJlcluded, i. addition to the traditioaal sup:portiRg (US) te supported 
(RVNAF), supported (RVNAF) to suppert:1ng (US)., Thia facilitated the 
solving of all p08sible coordinatioD. d1!ficulties inherent i. the large 
zone of respel18ibUit7 for artUlery support and the forward dispositiOD. 
at RVNAF ground wrl ta j which extend.d be7c.Dd the range capabili 1'.,. of 
haaV7 artil1el"To The latter situatiQD. created increased prc.bl ... since 
Eagliah speaking adv1eors were net prese.t. with tlw grOUBd .lAments i. 
their forward positiONlo Liaiso. be,-oad normal concepta was ilIportant, 
Dot ju.t fram the standpoint of planning, requestiag, aad furn.1..hing 
artilleI7 support for ground elementa j but to facilitate clearance of 
fire., to include clearance of counter battery/rocket/Jlortar targets for 
US ArtUlery and support uaita'sel£-d.feueo The extenaift 11aisoa 
concept alao aid~d the full dis8.lIination aDd exchaage of targs t illf'om­
atiol1, of all categories 9 bewe.1l US aDd RVNAF units 0 

c. Fire Control Measures: TD.e disposition of IUJleuver uaita, b.ead­
quarters, and !Support elements ca118ed the operatioa to take on the char­
acteristics of a ftconventional- situation, quite ualik ••• raal. RVN opera­
tiona.. III thi8 context the 118s ot an FSCL, NBL, aM uait bWJldaries 
became cnticalo The No Bcab LiM (NBL) is a measure 118.d b,. the USAF t.o 
delioeate areas ot tac air resp01l8ibUit7 be .... tlin-oouat!T' aDd. "out­
of--country* resources. In LAMSON 719 the area inside the NEL was the re­
sponsibility of that llortion of tac air allocated to the operatioD.. All 
fire support elements relied on the Fire Support Coordination Line (FSOL), 
firat as a safety measure when firing short of it (ground clearance requir­
ed) and secondly as a basis for unrestrictive (within the limits of the 
ROE~ engagement of targets be70nd the FOOLo Again, the exteuive 118e of 
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liaison elements prov<'!J moat useful in the full dissemination of the FOOL 
to all units .. 

do Airspace Control"l 

(1) Plans were made for the establishment of two air corridors for the 
operation with the airstrip at Khe ,Sanh as the focal point. The first of 
these corridors (Hue-Khe Sanh) was designed to handle the traffic in and 
out of Khe Sanh. The second (Illie Sanh-Tchepone) would control traffic to 
the west. Only the Hue-Khe Sanh corridor was ever plaoed into effect. It 
existed as a restrictive fire plan, effective from 0700-2000 hours dailyo 
Artillery could fire t}~ough it when VF.R conditions existed and no aircraft 
were in the corridor" During times of reduced visibility, permission to 
firo through had to be secured from the Ground Control Approach (GCA) " Ar­
tillery could be fired over or under the box at an:y time.. The ground com­
mander had the authority to close the corridor at anrtimej thus, opening the 
airspace to artillery fire., Air warning advisories vere not required inside 
the corridor during its hours of operation. During LAMSON 719 no flights 
were diverted due to artillery fire .. 

(2) One Artillery and Air Strike Warning Control Oenter (A.ASWCC) was 
already in existence when the operation commenoed. Two additional AASWCCs 
were established as the operation progressed westward. Advisories were 
broadcast from these three stations to all airoraft, warning of danger areas 
and SUPPlYing information concerning routes around themo In addition, all 
artillery firing units posted air guards to watoh for aircraft crossing the 
gun-target lineo 

e. Positioning.. The primary consideration in the positioning of heavy 
artillery was that of placing firing elements as far forward as possible in 
order to take advantage of their full range capabUi ties It Even so 9 aome 
maneuver elements in Laos eventually operated beyond the range of heavy 
artillery 0 Consideration was also given9 but not fullf exploited due to 
poor trafficabilitY9 to positioning laterally for maximum width of coverageo 
Another consideration involved in positioning of sn howitzer batteries so 
as to be able to engage ene~ artillery and mortar positione located by or­
ganic target acquisition means9 and to take advantage of the accuracy of the 
Sn 8.1stem in attacking enemy air-defense positions.. During the course of 
LAMSON 719, Corps Artillery units participated in 91 tactical moves o 

f.. Ammunition g 

(1) Expenditures varied from an average of 300 rounds per day (combin­
ed S inch and 175mm) in the early stages of the operation, to peak expend­
itures of 1000 - 1400 rounds of both oalibers per d~. 
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(2) During the enttr-. oP,eration., 5.3% of the rOUDds fired b)" heavy 
artillery were in st:.p;'ert, of the RVNAF.. However, during that period of 
Lamson 719 in which th~ RVNAF were eperati~ i. Laos, 5~ of the heavy 
artUlery expenditure!"- 'W~r.e in their support. 

(3) A detailed breakdown of heav;r artillery ammunitioR expenditurea 
is at Appendix 10 

(4) The distribution of heaVJ artillery rounds b)r target category 
and caliber is at Appendix 2. 

4. (0) RESULTS .. 

a. Battl. DlQIage Assessment: The -asseSllment of d_age or deatruc­
ti •• from allY one method of fire is extremely difficult .. it 1. a 
cCllllllon practice for B52 strikes, tac air, al'M)" air, and artiUezy to be 
employed in the SaM geaera! a1'(la. EllA for hea..,. artillery 18 at Appen­
dix 30 It is est1mated that B1):A. vaa recorded •• ouI.,.. 10 - l5~ of the 
total rounds fired 0 The rf!J1\ainder were eitber unObserved or unreported 0 

be Friendly Casualties: Personnel los.es on the operatie. withiA 
UIV Corps Artiller,r were 9 KIA, 76 WIA, 0 MIA e 

C e Friendly Equipment L08ses: Equipment 108se8 of Corps Artillery 
un! t. are at Appendix 4 e 

5 0 ( C) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 0 

a. Supply: 

(1) Dur1ug Lamson 719, varioWl method. of resuppl)" were utUized 0 

At the outset of the operat10A a provisional truck cempa~ vas formed 
by utilizing the assets of nIV Corp. Artillery unit. 0 TreoP8 and equip­
_at were obtained fran t,he battalions, consolidated and dupatched north 
to aupplement existing transportation un! t& 0 Midwa)" through. the operation, 
forward suppl)" pointe (FSA=l and FSA-2) were completel)" establbhed aDd 
atecked 0 This cancelled the need for the provi..ioul truck COlRpaIlJ' aDd al.l 
&asete were released to parent unitso Repolitioning of supplies aided 
units in handling resupply with organic transportationo Whea emergency 
resuppl)" wa. required R it was coordinated with the lOlst Airborne Division 
and air resupply was accomplished. 

(2) Clas. V: 

(a) Organic UDit resuppl,.. of clasa V was not poa.ible due to the 



PROO\JC€O A.T 'tHE: NATIONAL .... RCHiVES 

ADDIX G (Artillery) to Caabat Operations alter action Report, Lason 719 

quantit7 which had to be drawn each da70 Claas V Nsuppl,. was adequate 
oDl,. wben resources .... re stocked in 'f'orwar"d positioDII 0 A' 11M begjmdug 
or LAHSOI 719, FSA-l and FSA",,2 had difficulty stocking ibI proper amounu 
of'cla.u Vo Ammunition convys did not deliver caaplete roundao Project.­
ne. were delivered OM day and the f'ollowing day pCM'der would be deliv­
ered. 

(b) At ftrious times, the AJIIlunition SUPp17 P,oint. reached a Mro 
balance on critical iteJllS of ammunition. It is felt that this problem 
cou.ld bave been avoided b7 the use of unit dist.riblltiOD, wt:.reb)" b 
Uling unit submits ita needs and 'AnIIIIunit.ion is delivered c:l1rectJ.y to \be 
using unit, not '\0 a ccaaon 8UPP17 poin\o 

b. Maintenance: 

(1) Maintenauce of gum aDd 'Vehicle., PJ"Oftd to be on. or iIM aoe\ 
chaUellg1na &:reas throughout the operatioD. ',l'be., .... ol .. of' f'1.r1Dg done 
b7 'the battalions; coupled with the frectuene7 or .Ofts tor t:"H f'ir1Dg 
batteries, required that JIlost of the .aintenance eff'on be directed We 
ward the guM. As a re.ult., wheel vehicle ma1nteuDCe sutf'eredo Dar." 
ing the operation 175m guna required 22 tube changes and \he 8 inch 
howitzer. required two tube changes (I One tube chanp required a tun 
dar's work I' most of' the unites aa1DteDl.DCe pel'8oDM1, aDd oae-balf' or 
the· direct support. aa1ntenanee capabU1 Vo Thia problem vas f'\1J1iIYIr 
c~d b7 cons tan' demand. for' elevating 8l'ld t.raver8ing motors f'or 
tba 11'Smm gun, items which require a considerable Ulount. of tiM to re ... 
place. The 17$Mm gun chassis prOftd to be uneat1afactor,. on tbia operationo 
The conatant f'iring or this weapon during the peak or toM operation catl8ed i' to develop significant problell8 1I1th the hydraulic s78te11 and the ele-

, vating and travers.ing mechal'li8Jlla., '!'he engine on the 17,JIIl gun chasai. 
prond to be unreliable on extended road aarches or on road marches over 
rough, hi1ll' roada., The rec0V8rJ' ef'for\ DIIce8Sar;r after each road march 
placed anou.er beaVT burden on the maintenance prosr-Q The excessive 
down time of' the 11'S1III gun is direcUy proportional to tbe maher or 
rounr:s. f'ired, as thi8 causes additional wear am tear on the chassis and 
precludes adequa'te maintenance servic.o DSU Contact Temu .ere no", 
sutf'icient to repair all deadlined weapons 0 nela7S in repairing ".poDS 
occurwd when contact teams are not available becallSe of'requ.irw1entls 
.leahereo" The iaportance of' keeping the guM operational detracwd 
trca,otber track am wheel vehicle aain'tenaDCe 0 In addit.ion, lihia prob­
la was compO'Url&ld b7 the non=availabili t7 of repair park.e especially 
parte for the 314-ton truck and the H,48 Cargo Carriero 

(2) Vehicle reconr;y operatioDi throughout the period iD:l1cated ~ 
.. ed f'or a recovery 'VehicleI' other than the 11578 Vehicle Track Jl.eccmn.T 
(l1Pi) such as an H88 Tank Retriever.. The M,78 baa 1;be ... carriage 
as the 11'S_ Gun and 8" howitzer, and oonseqUllntl7 is not large enouga 
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t.o perfom extensive reeovery operations on these weapons 0 

(1) Circuitss 

<a) RrTI The I.XlV Corps CCJ!!ll.~ire Radio Telet;ype .ei provided 
a continuons flow or ... sage tratf1c dving the el1tin operatiOllo A 
j;otal or 1,926 MBsages were passed curing the 66 da,.. Headqu.arMrall 
mv Corps Artillery was operational at Quang Tri CQllbat Base with 0bl.3' 
11 hours of out&ge ~t.eo 

(b> :FM Secure ~ The FM Secure Bet worked .en within it. raDge 
liaitat.ioDSo When the art111el"1 units' deployed to the !he Sanb area, 
the distance from Corps ArtUlery Headquarters .as appr<m.iaate17 56 
WQIletera (> At that. range the FK secure radio worked .porad1cal~ and 
w .. ~liableo 

(c) Wire 8 The support proVided XlIV COrpli Arty by the signal 
support units was complicated by the maze or a large bu1ld-up in \be 
Forward Areao 

(2) Froblem Areatu 

(a> Ae in most field. operations the greatest probl •• waa in the 
laying of lield wire aM then keepiDg the circuits operatiowo Where 
tbe wire vas laid. by air B it vas iJIlP088ibl. to work on the 11_ ODe. it 
vent out 0 Wire lines placed along roadwq. were cODatantly cut and 
aangled bJ" vehicles. Wires that were dug in or .t.rung overhead. were 
atill subject to being brokeno 

(b) DSU lIlaintenance of communicat.ions equipment was initially non­
existent and although a lilllited repair facUity wa. eventually aOftcl to 
tNtlbe Sanh areas> it could repair only a fn of t.be it.eJuo DSl1l1a1nt­
enance w". accompliBhed b7 turning iteJu in to either the 63d Maintenance 
Battalion at Quang Tr1 or the 2d Maintenance Battalion at Pba Baio 

(c) The inability or DSU Maintenance to provida timely repair or 
direct exchange items for radiO tel.et;ypea impaired the full ... tiM. record 
cOlllllunications capabilityo Although not a new proble.~ tbt lack ot RTr'. 
at certain tim •• hindered accomplietment of fire aie.i01180 

(3) ObservatiolllH 

(a) Radio Teletype AN/GRC o 1428 Th. Alf/OBC ... l42 proved to be a aoat 
valuable asset during the cooouct ot operation LAKSOli 719. TbI aain-
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tenance required to keep one set operational, however, i8 excessive" 

(b) AN/GRC-46: l'he Rl'-524 proved to be a very reliable means of 
c~cation if used within it. range liJnitationa" When the KY-B secure 
equipment is employed with the RT-524 and used within range limitations, 
t.his combination becomes a most usable asset to the commander .. 

(c) Maintenance: All communications equipment required an exeesai ve 
amount of maintenance due to the conditions under which the unit. were 
deplayed. The prime factor for excessive outage of CIE equipment wa~ 
lIaintellance, operator and Do::>/GS" The lack of cORtact teams in the Forward 
Area required constant changing of equipment to keep it in operation. 
Further, ccnplete lack of DS mainteD&J'lce in the Forward Area campouaded 
all problemao 

6. COMMANDER'S ANALYSIS" 

ao TacticI and Techniques: 

(1) Throughout the operation it was found that both RVNAF aad US 
units were unfamiliar with the charaoteri.tics, limitatitna, aDd capabil-
1\1 .. of heavy artilleryo Many times reault. were expected that far 
exceeded the heavy artillery's capabilities" For example, the l.t Air­
borne Division requested 2500 heavy artillery rounds be fired over an 
eight-hour periodo These firea were to take.the place of five cancelled 
B-52 Strikes (ARC Light.8)o With heavy artUlery, 1£ the weapoM are not 
initially laid within traverse limit8 of thl target, 8-15 minute. is re­
quired before the first round can be fired" Invariably, both U.S .. and 
RVNAF .unit8 felt thi. time excesaive; although it is appropriate, consid­
ering the capability of the weapons syatemG Another example of this lack 
of understanding of heavy artillery capabilities were the frequent request. 
for tire, specifying the number of round. to be expended within a given 
period of time. On several occasiona, the sUlitained rate of fire of the 
weapon would have had to have been exceeded in order to have accomplished 
the minion" Although priority of fires was e.tabliahed, it was difficult 
to convince both RVHAF aDd U",So units that each was receiviag a t,..ir shalW 
of heavy artillery fires", Of all· the. RVNAl uait •• upported, onlT the 1st 
Airborne Division was fairly familiar with the capabilitie. aad limitations 
of heavy artillery" 

(2) On nearly all occaaiona RVNAF commanders were reluctant to fire 
heavy artillery within established danger clo •• criteria) 1"e., ,00 meters 
for the 175- gun and .300 meter. for tdl.e e inch howi tHr. An average 
distance fram friendly troops for fire. throughout the operation was 1,500 
.. ter. e All RVNAF commanders exhibited more confidence S.a tu 8 inch 
howitzer than in the 175mm. gun. 
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(3) It iii felt t,Mt prepara.tions were fired too far in advance of the 
planned canbat assau.1 t r ~ The standard procedure for an LZ preparation was 
a two-hour artillery Fi~eparation of the general area of the LZ, followed 
by two hours of tac air, Then f 20 mi:autes of artillery preparation of the 
LZ, itself, was followed by four minutes of AFA fire 0 During the initial 
phase of the operation, preparations were fired several times expending ,300 
to $00 rounds on each and the CA was cancelled due to weathero The major­
ity of these preps were fired from 0$00-0700 hourso On several occasions 
the CA was cancelled at 0700 hour::;, just after canpletion of thf' artillery 
portion of the prep 0 The RVNAF consistently scheduledCA I. too early in 
the day, considering the usual weather limitations in the AOe 

(4) To facilitate requests for fire, quick fire channel. were estab­
liahed vith adjacent units 0 This method. of obtaining fire ill the least 
amount of time fully justified the employment of additioual personnel and 
equipment to operate the ouick fire channelso 

(5) UcSc liaison teams deployed with the RVNAF Cpl. in the RVN and 
the RVNAF liaison teams functioned wello Requests for fire were expedited 
and current information was cOl'_'1tantly available 0 

(6) In underdeveloped and heavily jungled areas, engiaeer bulldozer 
.upport to provide 'fields of fire and level firing positiOns, and to pre­
pare bunkers for ammunition, equipment, and personnel i8 mandatory. En­
gineer support during the fi~st half of the ,'PeratioD was virtually non­
existent due to the priorUy given to the construction of the Khe Sanh 
airfield 0 When adequate engineer support was available, it was used to 
prepare positions prior to their occupation, enhancing the unitls ability 
to provide ,continuous flrt' support to the maneuver elementso 

(7) The emplacement of heavy artillery in close prOXimity to inter­
national borders requires careful coordination to insure all etfective 
screen of maneuver elements 0 This was not accomplished during LlIIson 719 
and led to a high incident rate of direct and indirect tire attacks all 
forward fire support baseso UoS" maneuver units were precluded frau COIl ... 
pletely accomplishing this mission due to their not being permitted to 
cross the border into Laos, from where many of theae attacks were directedo 

(8) Lamson 719 reconfirmed the basic principles of field artillery 
tactics and techniqueso wbere these prinCiples were followed, operatiOns 
were well executed; where they were Violated» confUsion resulted.. Thb 
points up the importance of stressing basic, proven procedure. both in 
training and during operationBo 

bo Augmentation to Unitis 'roE's~ 
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(1) Recognizing the maint~nance requ:i.remellt. ot lMaV7 arWlery 
battalioll8 1 ordnance .:ontAct te~u' are a necessity at the b,.ttalion level 
in operations involvi'1g hif!:h. expenditures and fNqueat .ave •• 

(2) The H"J6 chronograph prO'lltd to be reliable 0 Durinl the iJaitial 
phue. or the operation~ regist.rations were difficult to conduct du. to 
weather limitations, which prohibited air ob •• ""ation, aa1 the limited 
auaber of ground Opt 8 in La 08 " Extensive use was made of' the two M=J6 
chronographs assigned to the artillery group" It is atrcmg];y nCClJllended 
that each heavy artUlery battalion be authorized thi8 piece of equip1lento 
The cost would soon be recovered by ammunition saving. which would accrue 
from the reduced requirement for registrations" 

(3) Each battalion maintenance section .hould be authorized the H-B8, 
tank recovery vehicle fI in addition to tbe 5-ton wrecker and VTKo OIl mal\Y 
occasions during road marche.!I authorized recovery vehicles ON uaablA to 
provide pulling power adequate to extract inoperative gullS and tracks., 

Co New Equ1paent Required; 

(1) Th1a operation again pointed out the urgent .. ed tor the cWv.lop­
ment and productiOll of a light='ftight~ highlT mobile i lema rage i 6400"'lllil 
counter battery radar" The need for adequate, 6400 aU radar coverage 11'&8 

demonstrated by the fact that counter battel'1 could be tired in reapou. 
to only 100 of the 488 attacks by fireo The requirement tor 6400 mil cov.,. 
erage which exists in this type combat environment is equally applicable 
to all intensities of warfare ... 

(2) Major mechanical probleM encountered witill the 1751111 guRp Ml07» 
proved tba t the weapon should be mOUllted on a heavier chassis 0 

(3) Tt. DeW family of coaputer. (TACFIREg TOO, and OS"".3) tJ .till i. 
tt. developnental .tage, would have greatly assi.ted 1. thi.I operatio. by 
prOT1.ding accurate intomation far more rapidly t.han 1s poa.ibla u..iBg 
manual procedure8" 

do Lel801LS Le&rned~ 

(1) The lIlutual exob.angtt of liaison personnel 8uch as v .. practiced 
in this operation out of neceBsitY1/ due to the f.act that nos .. penoDMl 
could not enter Laos II proved extremely advantageous am _11 vorth the 
additional peraomel requiredo It is felt that it will be equally advaae 

tageous in 8IJ:T future operations involving troops of tva or more _t.iona, 
regardless or any limitations imposed on the movement of UoSo trOOpile 
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(2) Th. iubiUtp t.o register weapo .. &II otte ... was requ1red. .&8 a 
coat1nual problemo CalibratiDD. ot the weapoDS using the .",,)6 claroaograph 
am trequnt _t •• saps were an .tfectiw solution to thie problea .. 
Adequate preparation must be made, hOllewr, to min:11l1ze the tiM .peat 
out ot action.. Grld.e Must be cleared for firing prior to the arrival of 
the calibration teaID.o Following its arr1val~ one gun at a tbIe must be 
cal.led out or action until Buch time &8 the calibratioa of tbe UJI.:i:t 1.8 
ccapletea .. 

• 0 Becommendatioas: 

(1) That bea'fY artillery UJli ta be give. hlgb. prioriv ill the alloc­
ation of engineer bulldozer support during exteDded field operatio_. 

(2) That hea'fY artillery anllul1t1on be deliwred d1rectlf' to the 
using 'U1.t, rather than to a COMl.oa supp11 point .. 

en That anRe8 Tau Retriever be added to the MT£E of hea'fY anil­
lery,battaliona0 

(4) That the l7Sm gun chassia be replac.d by another chassis that 
cu withstand extended road marches or road marches over roup terrain, 
and tb •• hock of 8ustained tiriDgo 

(5) That personnel at all levels reQ.iw train1nc iJl the follOlf1 .. 
areaa, 

<a) RiggiJlg ot all type. ot equiJ.lllent tor helicopter IIOYGeato 

(b) DemolitiODS 0 

(c) BecOV8l'1 Operations for tracked vehicas and heaTT artUlAIr.r 
piec .... 

, 
(d) :Perimeter defense and secnrityo 

(e) Patrolling techniques and night _bush patrol aroud t!.reb ...... 

(t) Field tort1tication cORltructioao 

(g) Field lIaitation al!lld bygi_.o 

(hi Direct tire procedures for buTT &rtiller.ro 
-
(i) :Proper prooedures for crater anal;ysis 0 

" . 

~ 



:>ROO~ED AT THE NAT!Ot.J:A\., ARCHIVES 

Appendix 1 (A.'7llllunition E.xpent'l~.turt"",·j to Annex G (Artillery) to After 
Action Report J ... \MSON 719 

.abaions / Rounds 

10 (C) Total heavy utHlery ~J(p'!nditures: 9319153",087 

&., Total 8" expenditures: 23"i'3/16 Q .312 

b. Total 175_ expenditurelP 6 9 946i)6p695 

2., (0) Expenditures by" U.lrl.t: 

&0 8th Bn.9 4th Arty 

(1) 8": 782/6,595 

(2) 175mm: 3,060/16",266 

be 2nd Bn, 94th Arty 

(1) 8n 1 1,591/9~797 

(2) 175mm: 3,127/16,)61 

CO B, 1st Bn, 39th Arty ~ 175mm\ 759/h068 

30 (0) Heavy artillery expendi t\i.N5 in support of US/RVNAF Forces., 

&0 8th Bn, 4th Arty 

(1) 81' 

(2) 175mm: 

bo 2nd Bn, 94th Arty 

(1) 8n 

.... 
( 2) 1 7511111 ~ 

CO B, 1st Bn, 39th Arty·17Smm5 

d. Total 8" 

e" Total 175mrn: 

., rc (" not 
~...21l .... :e r_ 

622/5 11 230 

1, 752/8 ,356 

!Y.!AF SUPpOQ. 

160/11)365 

l,dOB/7.1' 910 

.5 f.1} /3,6% 1",OO,/6,1l3 

104,/6166 2,082/10",195 

295/1617 46lJ/2451 

1208/8 9 914 1,165/7478 

3 ~ 092 /16 ,139 ),854/20,556 

GROUP 4 
Downgraded at .3 ;year 
intervals; dec1a.s5i£~.ed 
after 12 years 
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Appeadix 1 (Ammunition Expenditures) to Annex G (Arti11er;r) to After 
Action Report LPJlSON 719 

r. Total heavr art7~ 5,019/28,034 



·~EJ)ROOvCEO AT THE NATIONAL A~Crl;VES 

Appendix 2 (H.avy Artillflry RouDi Distribution) to Annex 0 (ArtUlel"y) 
to After Action Report LAMSON 719 

DISTRIBUTION OF HEA VI ARTILLERY ROUNDS 

TAnnET CATEGORY AND CALIBER 

1. (C) Percentage of total expenditures by caliber devoted to each 
target category" 

CATEGORY 

1 

2 

3 

4 , 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

2. (C) Target Categories 

8 inch 

1.3% 

24:' 

5% 

4105% 

10 .. ,% 
4% 

17,mm 

9f, 

2805% 

7/; 

33% 

13% 

2% 

oft.' 

1.3,( 

10 Pemanent Enemy Locations (Bnks, Huts, Ammo Dumps, Supply Are8.8) .. 

2. Counter Arty. and Counter Mortar Fires. 

3. Flak Suppreesiono 

4. VC/NVA Loc&tiou (SelU!lor Activation8, SELJ KEL, Eon Act, Per, ORB). 

5. Preps and Blocking Fires (Defensive Targets, Medivac)" 

6. Tanks. 

7. Higbway 1032. 

8" Pipeline" 

2-0-1 
GROUP 4 

Downgraded at 3 ye~ 
interval.; dec1 ••• Uiec:l 
af'~r 12 years 



~ocueEO AT THE NA TIO"A_ ARCHlVE S 

Appendix 2 (Heavy Artillery Round Distribution) to Annex G (Artille17) to 
After Action Report LAMSON 719 

9. Cancelled AirstrikeSe 

10. Other (Roal Nets, TOTls, Trucks, Downed Aircratt)0 

2-<}-2 
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Appendix 3 (BOA) to Annex G (Artillery) to after Action Report LAMSON 719 

CORPS ARTILLERY 

BDA 

ITEM 

Fighting PeDS De.troyed 

Bkrs and huts Damaged or Destroyed 

Mtr Pens Silenced or Destroyed 

itt PSDS Silenced or Destroyed 

Arty Psns Damaged or Destroyed 

2.3mm P ... Silenced or Destroyed 

,lmm Pans Silenced or Destroyed 

Number of Secondar,y Explosions 

l~umber of KIA 

Number of Tanks D~aged or Destroyed 

Number of Trucks Damaged or Destroyed 

Number ot Supply Areas Damaged or De.troyed 

.3..0-1 

TOTAL 

13 

86 

6 

1 

4 

.3 

6 

,7 
1679 

II 

40 

1 

GROUP 4 
Downgraded at .3 year 
in't4nala; declassified 
aft.c?r 12 year. 



)ROOUCED AT THE NAT!ONAL ARCHIVES 

ApPendix 4 (Equipment Losses) to Annex G (Artillery) to After Action 
Report LAMSON 719 

10(C) Destroyed b1 enemr: 

ITEM -
Wheeled Vehicles 

Tracked Vehicles 

Trailers 

Generators 

CommunicatioDS Equipment 

<a) Radio l • 

-
<b) Wire Dispenser 

SlIla11 Arma 

M-107, 175J1D1l Gun 

CORPS AitJILLERY 

EQUIPMENT LOSSES 

~C) Equipment Lost through accident: 

ITDi -
Wheeled Vehicles 

Small Arms 

292 Antennas 

M-llO, 8" Howitzer 

AKOUNT 

26 

6 

13 

7 

1 

AMOUNT 

1 

3 

2 

1 

30(C) Tubes destroyed by- malfunctiaa: K-107 .. l75mm Gun 2 

GROUP 4 
Dongra4ed at 3 ,-.ar 
1D.t.ervala; declassified 
a.f'teJ: 12 years 
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!J.4nll6-X. !i (.A-liation Support) to C01'Ilbat Operations After Action Report, 
··(L.!u·:Sa)\'l '/1,). 

1. (0) Control: The CO lOlst Airborne Division (Airmobile) was 
ChD,rgOO ldth the rcspons'tbUity ot controi or' all aviat1,o~ elements 
employoo in sup';Jort of J AH30N 719:·' J.t:t arr~ving, at the. optimum 01'-. 
ganisation to support the operation, several factorS bad to be 
considered. 

a.A t..bree 'Ji-.rislon eq'llj:(alent stze ~Ol""CO lfDS to be supported. 
tli th trQop lilts aid t':' ,u;pl;{ -;:,0 be primarily" accOl:Iplished by .. 
haJj,oopters • 

b. Only those 88setsorganic to the lOlDt "bri ,Div (Ambl) could 
support the operatiantram their homestntion ,and additional.facilities 
at Quang .Tri were extrElll8ly limitad~ This made'it noo.cssary fo~ 
non-orga:.lic units to operate ,mder field cC'l'ldit1oIlS. . 

C. There was a roQuj.rament tocamnH, mrudJnuJQ aviation asset s in 
aupporl ,or LA.'fSON 719 and to maill't.ain other mission rec.1uiJaePts in 
the di"?'ision's area or operat1ons~ The availa.bility or ,other tplly 
cCllllo1ttecl USAllV units VOl.ad eventu8..li1' have heav bearing on airoratt 
support capabilities. 

d. othlElr factors such as heavy 11ft requiraraenta, distance to be 
traveled, the area or, operation. and the enEm'l.1 situation were large 
conS"1a.eratj ens 'in planning., , 

c. For~' ar:;s;~l~lt J~o}iCI)J:'.:;;l· ~,~~tt.'\J ions with 12 ccnpan1es and tour 
~'.~:;:·5.cJ. I/Ga~)(qs CC;[;(J,·.ides, O,le nssai.~lt SUp?ort he1ic~ter battalion with 
£'i--,rc .,rr.iium (C1I-4'1) cO.Jl£)a'1ies, one heaV'.r lift (CH-S4) cornp8l'lT ~d one 
rll'.rin~ (CI!-5J) heavy Itt".; aqlladron were prorldod to support'troop and 
h;!;n--;r 'i.ift T9qni!"€aents and 0ont,rolled by the Commanding orticer, 101st 
Av:a+ .. ic.)".J 81~c)Up. Two addit,ional air cavalry troops were provided and 
;-l.o.ce.i OPeON' to C01l!!i1S.."\d~ artiesr, 2/l1t.h Cavalry. Aerial Field 
Al .. ti.Uer;r tfa3 prov-t...ded by !.th 3attal lon, 77th APA. 

a. 'rh.e air mie3ion cotrtlnap.der of his operations officer coordinated 
all a.spect;.~ of each as::!a~Jlt 'With SlJ.p'.;ortflrl units and parttcipat1ne 
l':Ii:tation omits. qontroJ. .aGasurca h\cJ.l.'~cd the followingl 

(1) Starti!'li"~ aircrAft O!l AU1C cCFl1"lanci.. 

(2) Pre..">crilled rO'ites. 

(3) Established altitudes. 

(4) Rules ot engagElllent. 

(.5) Rolease points 
H-l 

.. , 

OP-4 
Downgraded' at 3 year in­
tervalS; declassified 
AS",.'" 12 Tears 
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it.'1Jle:! H (AviaM.on Support) to Oanbat Op~a~i~' After Action n~ort, 
LAH3ffi 719. ' .. 

(6) Lantling/takeoft direc1;ion. 

(7) Oommunications discipline. 
, , 

(8) Downed aircraft recovel..., procedures. ;e:< 
b. Approach routes could be changed· "rr.!' the, air lI'.ls;lion comm.:mder 

llh:Ue the night vas enroute. 'Route changes were made dlU-) te· P..Ilom;y" 

r1..~s, weather or intelligence. UsuallY; 'alternate routes were 
selected beforehand. In each case the air rd.ssloncommander l'taIie the 
decision to change routes but coordinated'his route adjustment ",dth 
the Airmobile Task Force cOlD!UUlder to inSure clearance fran other 
rr1~ supporting tires. Ttl. normal formation W'led was, C :-:otlS'e'~ 
trall formation with 30 second, intervals. . The tOl-mation 'Jl'...B desir,­
DAted by' the air mieaic:a CQIIIlander. AU troop lift belicq>tnrs 
nomaJ.lT operated. bet.en 1..000 and 6000 teet above ground level (AGL). 

3. (0) lDDployment: In the broad contexttTS .t.:rm;r Aviation was employed 
to: 

a. Perf'om security and reconnaissance. 

b. Perform direct aerial tire support ,to ground nnits (Oav, A..."tA, 
C1.UlShips ) • 

c. -~.:rl:U·t troops into and out or canbat ,areas • 

. d. Reposition reserve units hy air. 

a. pm.'rorm aerial evacuation of casu.alties • 

t. Provide cOl1'lf:1and a..1'td control aerial vehicles lor crottud COtl'iiCJ:1.ders. 

r.. Airlift 8upplies and material from rear bases to troops throughout. 
t.ha COtnb:!t 3nne. 

h. liarlc targets for strike by Tactical Air. 

i. lladar 8'1!l"Ve1.1.l.ance of roads and waterwqs leading into the objective 
areas. 

j. Infrared surveillance of' li.1cely' enemy armor, artillery and vehicle 
posit1oDB. 

k. Aerial photegrap~ and ilnagery deliver;r. 

1. Route, area and point reconnaissance. 
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&l.'\e% if (Aviatien Support) to CO!I1bat Operations After Action Report, 
LAMSOtI 719. 

n. Convo,y cc:werage. 

c. IrMller,y tire adjus~nt. _ 

4.' (0) P"redaminate MiSSions. Fouri:.Y-r'~s of missiO'tls i'l;"edolninatr:. ,1!~;:':.ug 
W:iJON 719, 

a. Resupply: Resappl.v miss 10..'18 no't'ftl b7 l'R-l, CH-47, CIT -53 e:ld 
CH-~'4 helicopters accou .. 'l't,ed tor t.ne highest mU!1ber of sorties 1.»1' type 
mission. ReSu.!'Pl7 misaions a.1so acnom'l~ tor a Significant number of 
gunship sortlee. JJ..1 resupply ~:;si9D8 .in-laos required t~u.n·e8cort .. 
llone of' the A..'flVN' gronndun1ts wore so'located in Laos that l.1.U~scorte..J 
rasupP1:r aircraft (iOlud operate in and out ot their positions .. 

1>.. Jire su,rH.wt: GI1:'sh:tp ,'.'.'. ll'JHl.l:i.n suppc.:t't of ~~ntlnd p.dts 
ac(;O\.ut.:!ol .for the uHc:,t.d ~:i;~i1(;St mJmhcr oi' norties b,f type :!IIJ.'3f;ion .. 
aU.!lshlpa trcm :OJ//!..3 Ct!v;;:.]J.:',Y' CAn'; the ?'7:i.e.tiol1 elf:.me..."lts il.-::re in ';:C'nL1~~u0U8 
d.ma...'\ci. thron.ghout L'".HS(.i~, '/19 for t.he piU."Pose of providing fire support 1.n 
close praximi1:q to lriArI(.Uy troops. NVA habituallJr pressed in or tlr:tlJ':~,edn 
friendly units in order to escape from the effects -(4 B-52 strike:::, 'l'ac 
.Air and ArtUlerr. The gunship 1mB ~ extremel.7 eftectH'e weapcn t,r· 
ccunter this tactic, and con..1equent11r was in great c!emand tbrt')ught'~it. 
LAMS01-T 719. ' 

c. Troop lift, The majority of troopmovementa lnto and on.t of Laos 
w.3l'e by' UR-l aitcraf't.; tharQ!ore,~hi.S t..1'Pe mission accounted tor B.. high 
rtl..'!!:lbe:c' of Borlias. 

:1. ~e~0I1Mi3.3Emce !-:.11d l'I~ll"f~:l,lla,'1ce: TIS ArtfrY r!xed lti.ng aircraft «(, .. J, 
OV-l j :1 and C mooela and 0-6A). wera"anpiO:)TliilCl 'in general support. of Y.XIV . 
Corp' to G'oat rec0.'1nai.asanc8, . s:lrvelllance 'and '--ger,y delivery reqnir!:!­
II131.'1ts. 'I'~1a \)2 Air, n!V CC1"11S" all(')cat~ serties which were noW" Nt 
a e~ bas1.s 111 flUPf)Ort ci CJperat:~ . .r~,: tmits. The 2/17th Caval.ry' also 
contributed to ths reconnaissance e£f'ort end their report is covered 
elsewilera irl tM.iJ 1~!'J.lex. 

5. (c) Arm,r Olr.;~h1!=J utU:t~1.tion. :.n [.he e8.rl,v st.t\'·.?.B of. J...AJ'ffiOt-T 719 :~,t 
b:,!;,~. ';':::':' qlli. ht.'1 a;i~:;~,'e:r t. tht:.t 1..." s role of ';';he armed hellf*tar 'wes 'In !:al 
t.o t.r·c;: 611cce"si"ul accOl':Tpltsh.:llant of tha aLl"JIlobilo m:tssion, whether 
CCJ:.r.~)at a.5S'3.uJ.t-., e;,:tl"~(!tion, madevac esCOl:'t, resupply or an aircrerJ rc..-;,(Nel'Y. 
!):~e to tha .!W'Unt of ~nen'''y antiail'cl'tl.!t f:h'e tllftaughoutthe are~. Df 
up Cl'i.t=t(,:l1 , palwticular 1;r around LZ I S a."ld PZ I g, the number oZ g'vp..shi,s 
required to .pl'Ovide protection tor'the UH-1H lift aircraft increase:l 
:dgnibicantly. Based on this need, the Mount of gunships increas~ lrcm 
the )).orrr.al one Ught fire team (i.e. 2 gunships) coverL'lg up to blentiy 
UK-lB's to apprax1Mtel;y ODe liahttire team for eVfIrT five UH-lT-tts • 

. , 
, . , 
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An."'l.e.X H, (A't"iatlon Support) toCanbat tperatio!1s Attar Action "le;::ort, 
U'HS(lq 719. 

~l1B i."'lcre.."\S.) C!"9attxi a rna~or controcl .J.nd cJ.location pr-ooliml. LYj~:~.jZ:lll,'l 
i~'. :;;r.:? l!1JCeBsal"9' to place on. escm·t gun ·teran leader :l.n \:harge oi' all 
esCO.l.-t (,"\lDShips u.."lder 'control of t.~e cavalry commandel' lor integratio.1'l 
~.:1to the fire BU9t"'l"'t effort. Thi~ tactio lfJ.!l first l!secl in the assault 
of LZ Liz. /t.3 More E;U~hip ass.a!;s becB.!l1e ava.:nable tc -t.he GrOlmd :!orce 
COT.f1Xldsr" dlst.i.nct lli"eaB of !"ospon3ibUit~y Here ass1r?'l'Su. ~ar;'\:)les of • 
t.bi£l 'Hore gu11.8hif- ol)varaBe .alo.1'lg' t.ha .1"light l"Dlltes 'Wi.th I.he flu.saton or 
Z;lHcl'~S8ing cn~.7 tire, gnnship C'::'WFJrG'bt~ i'rorr. ,:'Z 7,(: L7. !dth l)r:bnary 
T'a ............... J.·1..-j1i· .. ·,. .\.~ ':'1'0 L''7 '-""", -"r . .,.1 •• ,I,i1n ", .:.1·\ ..... '" ·.~ .. s·--·'1""!hilJ.·ti"'''''· ... V1~~ ... WS ... " .'J_" __ "_oJ •• y 'J\,;. ..... ::~ 1.- (.U~.· ..... ? '~.J.) '.t •• J.\'.,L. "4Q t .. , ... =,,",~. ,:,". J_':"'I.t~'1~ ... U' ~J 

~hc AHC r,Hi'; ~~j-':J . EI.·~,:;~.::.s in ?c~i:': 'Yl.3 1}.:'ng t.'.il f1i,·!~1.'l"l~ j~~~j .. ?'ht !'cnt,e 
"ii:·.:"·:~,,-:'t:t d1Yfo:·t~.n:;; 'tin f3S!}o!:'t ZUT\8h~.:) i'i:-O"'l t.he lii't 8,:i.l'Cr,;J'i~. L1vJ(I':!'~ 
;;,~b,,~opt9rs !J08sas3 the C\:,!,~'bt't1. tj" i'or. deteoting tind :hi.l··;o,·:I-;:~ t·:f!.:r 
e-:.,~·'.S,!d.ng haMlerield. t.er.~;ets of "OI;C·i"~l'.nity close to fl'Jn!l.ny t.roOp=:: on 
!:.'!U: gI'O!t:1:i nrnl:·::..tcned '1)7 i!'.:ny oth~l' w:*mons &y8tem in tJ10 TI;=) Army 1nvent..,r-J. 
)';)'''r.~.J he~!I~opt ... O'llej":i'hing ('11th 'i:!H:; i;. ... 11' 'caval:ry" aerial r~.eld atrD l·::r::r 
end f'.v~(l:,~t~~ troop lift. ~1(;:-(i.ly 11ft and support aircr:u"t, Hte!'B.lly 
cove.reci the ilat~ ur~.!:I. lifit.h t.ilei.r ability to respond :bllJl'!C(\iately em 
llCc."urately wi ~h -cheir .fir(~ a!~ai.nst known. and suspected e-r.emy Y08pOns and . 
l-l06it:!.ons. Armed helicopters oft-en operated under low ceilings ruxl weathe!"" 
oonditions that restrict04 or pl'p.cluded use r£ Tactical Air in close 
::':llppcrt ci gt'Q,und units or aimobUe .opern;tiQ:1.S. ~Gd helicopters", 
~J:~rt:t.Cl1l"I.rl.y· those of the Air Cav" played. a, key role in acquiring tar:7.ets, 
and t..'18 dir'3Ctlnr, artUlery .. fire and tactioal.air st.r1.kes agaj,!U;'t, th(:.Il,t 
and condu\1t1nr:; batt.a.le da::ncige aaseaeme,nt.s" 

!<.. ':,::.!i!'" ._~-,H~ '.1:'11'2 2/17th .,~t'·'J41r,j· 'ii·,:> Lt~$kad to.lcca.te· Etnd dest.l'O'j' enemy 
. 'c';' " .• i-r" i'!' - ,." "0"" 4.() 1,·.··."" t:.< : .... , i "'C'" "T ~"'-.. COrrlct'lY'·tyont.:I (··ns to ··''''O".ri,r1 e ... • •• ·"h ...... V ' •.. _;., ;. .. _t'" .. ,;,_l l~; U _ .... \..; I.> -j.+- - .J .. "" ...... _ . .,,". ~ - ~ ~ ~ k-- '-... 

: \;c".i.;r:\i~t;.r:;nc.;; cy!.~! :JE:O\u'1ty .<:rJ.!' ['11ie(~ :.!.rd.:ta participi'ti'::1!! l Y L I..A:f4'.~r~~ 719, 
:-:.nd tor 8£9l.atRn~"!9 :tn downed aircre>T '{'f'lccvery 1."l Laos. 

:,.' . 

t. :lecGnmd.sseJIC~ ~~d' ta.rget ,il.i~qHiriit:5~q]~: The 2/17th Cavalry crossed 
l.he Laotian b;.>:rdel' on 8 Feb 11 in c.iI'ect ~'i.p!,ct"t of the A..~ ! Corps :L"'l 
Le.cs, and in general Bupport (,f XXIV CO"l."'ps. The 2/17th Cavalry '~id !'.lot 
precede the faV!l tot'ce.e a.cross the border. ilu;1evel', (Hed th. ~r·~~.r h::-d 
et'o~wed the 2/17-!'.h ";{.v bagan trorldl"..,?,-; in f:-ont of thes;.} lh1itB at a dista.!'!ce 
cd (~-15 I;m. .tPl1;~s:ts -wne plnced (·n ::fl:"'~~ '::;'''''l'A f'ntu!'t=: t.rcoplnSt~rt~i.(lns 
tZ'~re t·) ba melle, <lll'J. {);'! :V'~"!';·;': DB". ,;"/' ~k;) ;;,1-0';. ing O\IIJm'i i'.,1~:i~.1 ,'(:raf+, 
\;'ApCl16. Stor::~f;1ii c:-.:t't;;'.::H" I I). :'.":?(~;)!I(~:!_: '1'-, t~c.mipm(;nt WAX'.' a13fJ· (·,~,ncnut,orod 
fl~y.l ~~'t1f;:C~f:·.!d. ,l;l!l").l1:~. ~.r~1 ~i;ll·~·1.~::J~ ·:'~·t8 ol' 1.~1~e OIlel-st,ifi1; t.lte 2.(l1tb clsset.s 
uur~ P4':f.i:!t,.rily BIIiployc'rl in <,leap l'e-~olm~ia8:mqe 'and in s~cl'.r"i.ty of downed. 
:..i:rc:! .. af't R':lCl C1'0118. .. '-;", 

(J.) ~;;'!Jlt~tltart'f the (l1ieratil":nj the. Cava~r,y reconna.issance 
c,ftort ::'\:';C£'JiIC, ~l.;· •. ~~t,:;;. ltlJ:.;';b-rl(;Ci': at :.~f.~ntq1" £-dviscre '!mo t'iel"6 lcoktnf~ fOl' 

f!:.'!"! e',~,( ,'ri .. , >td (,,(:·t l~~;~Onn8.:t:'ii;:"tleU;, {}'!.·lr(.{..\;t·~:A~.an"operaM.on 0" ~d1ng 
ml:f-e. •. tin,:i3~ . ':-,l.' ll,::J.te·,~ thlits ol1'::hi:) r?l·olmd. ~~11il'~ erfc~·t '''~,s .less·· 
. ',." ~!f~;t ,.,:1-' .' 

, . 
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Pl"oo.uctive 1a ter.tns of 1nte1]j.ge~ce gathered. and enp.li{V' persoD!1el 'ami 
eG,uipment desVOTed, t..id ,Jftor! cootly: ·:tn.tt)r~n3· or C~velr'.f lC;:ls€ls, !'J:b1C(-. 

.. the IVA used the ~ctic "bf nestling kAl/eapons,."s cl(;s~ e.s poss~:)~{~ tc 
friendly troops., . This inliibitedthe'Us.eor tactioal air to neutl'b.Hy·,.:: 
t~hese ~tt:aponD. Frequentl1' 'it vas" diffiCult, 'if not· !irpr.'Sd.b1e,':t9 O?·~"Lttt. 
1:'1):,,: c;l<~:.:lrmCI'lF..ffaiP..8t. tke enem;yls· AA from rround 1mit3 oecl!'lSe (If t'i:e 
l'iot (,J i'rier.dly .tire incidents. . . 

(2) Au :::.grE:aDtent .,as reachoo. '~iith the ARVN Corps COIrJl!Hndei' SO th!,t 
t .. ~o ca.v;·.;L""Y' troops ~h Jay 1'10111d be illclcse support t,) F!'o'.mc 1'( l'\,;c~'i 
i:·,n::l t;~o 'fcu1d be u.sed for deep reconniass8nce. The ~l1loUnt of :j.nt~;1.1ifel'.ce 
r.:'-ltberc.d 'tl-..r,tho 2/l'lt~1 Cay begen to increa.ecsitniii.cl:l'lt.ly tit thht t.t"l12;# 

~\"'J~w":l"J,. ~e c:':'f;J."'lriii.on. continued· it beccmeapparerit. that hp,l,t\Jopter 
'i.n3ol'tiorul, e:ctra(~'~.j,I~"lS ~m! re8'J.PPly nrissions cml1d not. hI'! .fI,Cc'c!."np] jshe~ 
at :ldniMiun cost in tat"t118 of. pdl'"Sonn~l end equipment i1ithdllt::'exttV1S~::t~ 
&ir eR.valr;r S\.l:Jport or t~lf~.'1e operationS. As a result the air' Ci~;r",:;.r.r' 
O'itpl.u 'N88 shifted from reconnaissance to s9curity, andf.he iiit("ll11.~. 
(tence gatherint; capabUity was reduced signif'ical'ltly. 

,0. SupPOrt ot airmobile operations: . Upon 'receivil'.{: th~ m~.(':f,:vn to 
support Cl C(IJlbat assl"tl t or extraction, one torour a1;r cav~lry troops 
'1:("Il!ld be tasked i.o perron!! the :cavaJ.r:r pcrtion: of the oPQrat~.on.. 'i't'.e 
routeD in and out 'yould ~e reconnoitered as Wall as nr:i.marv and aH.rjl·n~d~u 
1;(,,',ch down a.r&u. Roo0!1IJliendatioDB woUld be passe«,i to the Air lliasion 
~~ti(JO:ll0 _~ea COIllfnander prior to the actu8.l insertionittxtrtc­

t.:1.011. Once a lif't besun the ca:vaJ.ry would llormal.ly screen aWRY "frOllt the 
lruJd1n,f. zone. Ca",,,,:t.r;t tdr'~rr..rt. Harn ~30 prepared to'prot.ect rrrid ex.tre.ct· 
dOtmGG 1lL.~reW8 in 'ii!le v:i,cil1ity' of, the . landing zone 11" required. 

, " 

7. (C) Effect of Terra.in on .A:viation Opl!rations. The river valle,r such 
Q!1 t..':J.e eas't--:19St oriented :Ie Pon, became n9.tural night routes and orie:a .• 
tat1c,n markers. T'tlO asc~rllment·running general17 east-west approximately 
t~lO kilometers south of the Ie Pon riverf"urniahed a nat~ra1 objective/ 
st2.;;ll1& area :fOr the thrust· toward Tchet)orie. The dense foliage anu 
\tnevan te.."I"'l'ain coupled tnth the increasing density, MobUitl' and 
sophisticat:h'.n ot ~"tlu~ a·~t.i.2.:h~Cl·&rt defenses ot tbe·!fVA proved fln increasiY1(.: 
(,bstacle to US A;rrr!y Avla+...!(ln support ot .LAMSON 719. TPe terraln dictated 
d • ..:tc 113'1 l"Ol\tf~ 1)lpJ.lYd.11g, meticulous reaonnaiSSL"1Ce and the prior ~elec-
t . .'.or. HilU strict adherence to a:ppr08,ch and departure rmltes" !..sn~tnr: ~""'nes 
which .... rerc too fIl!Ia.U or ::JOn-exi8t~nt.t required LZ construction '\.Is-ff. ab' 
·lo1ivol'ec1 o~e" '. In'llddltibn, sIilill1 LZrs dictat.ed. the employment cf 
a +.K'.cticl.i.l t.rnU :tc.rmation 'l.Ji.t:h (d.r(n~att at 30 second intervals" 8inp.l" 
!.:hin LZ'8 are 1~h9 least ad'qantareaus since aircraft exposurais inCrf<ASea 
and t.ao requJ.red. to iruiel-t troops is ma:dmized. The ,rugged 1;.errain dis­
cuuraged contour ·fi1ght· and wi4ely v&.r"Jing elivatioDB l!l84e Il8.p.;.ot-the-earth­
f'l¥iDg axtr..:q d1tticult..- The terJ"ain'provided etr~c~:l.ve' conceal.iaent 
tor en.,. ~t and .antiaircratt: defenses· and created'ditticuJ.ty 1.""1 
target ident1f'ication and engagement. In special SituatiOns, the air . 
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IJavalry et.ents round it. necessClry to 'ad;j1\st reco~ i.~::,;:''1ce t.act:tct:. 
according to the terrain.' Cavalry·aj rcre.tt 'ad .;>ted· t.:'),(~·U.cn ,'lib" _t'fdd·. 
~vi.n6 over steep vall8!"'S and hif.h l1'oUM wi.tb;.oparse V~!i'"('!t..aM.on 1r.!h~!"e 
the &dvantaee of e~q detect::i~on and employment ·~d·;J!%IJ.lt.iple.rul·h:1.';l.lrcrHt't 
~leapC'nB 181' v.:l.th the eRav. : Inr~ative.ly 'fiat ·terl"a:J.n, the m)'ii~ry 
a,i..1"'Cl·af't fie-" at lowel" alt.itudes to decrease expOG'Q1"e time 8.ro.o. llla.tt 
e..'lg8,f:ement by higher caliber antie.ircraf't weapons. 

.' 

f. {C) !ieather. From the stl:nd point or helicopter operations, advet"Se 
~,aather had min:!.m.l./ll'l effect·op g!'ound operations. Durirlp': pe:doos of 
u~ath~ below VFR :minimums, the COJUJliBnd decision to st.art ope't"at •. i ons 
.. · .. u:· U{'¥;red l1..iltl1 ceU::i.rt.g and visibility condi.tions improved.. Jfoli.copt.{jr 
t''peratJol"~ Here delayed due to adverse weather, but not. oancelled.: 
Concern1.ng fixed wing oPerations, adverse l~aatber oonP.itions in the 
t..'1l"get 2.4'~as c.oD8;:lderabl,y reduced the m sensor and photo capability of 
the OV-l a1rcre.tt and caused canoellation of approxiutely' 1/7t.lt ot the 
requested 0-1 sorties.' 

9. (el L1r.titations Due to Dens.lty Altitude. As .the opeZ'.&.tton pl'OP.:1"eased 
it became t1Pical to uridertake the majority or aviation missions 5.nt.he 
late .1i1Oru!ng and attemoon. A oombination of' altitude at IDle Sanh {!_':'?~'\l) 
and the heat, produced a definite limitation due tb; density- ·altit1.l,'q. 
GeneraJ.ly, no apparent pl'chlem was encountered ~.th thl! medi1.lIr./he;';I!"J' lift 
B.ircra.f't. UH-U! 'helicopters experienced l\ reduction 1. ~i.rcrQrt load 
(ACLl and fuEil l02.(\J J"O'iIev.er, the de.."'l.Slty' altitudo' .pr<>.Slucad. no grea.t <hi'n-·'.: 
drance tor the lJH-lII as a troop ca.rrier orl,hen utUi3ed in .the l'aaupply 
l"Ol.e •. The lIlost· protr:Wld errel\t of increasIng density a..ltitude ~"as evident 
~_!J }J!-lG/UH-lC attaolr. helicopter per.f'emance. This 'problElll was extremely 
c:.p~,ai"ent since rrmship ;,\Sset.swere''lbe ll".:ss·t, ava1:.1.able~ To combat the' . 
~t:l)lS1V altitudo ).1robl.,· thf) t~;.'lJships ·.iP..j"(~ reqliired t('. reduce the fuel . 
It'J8,d 8Ild/or ordnanoa to the !ollm-r.'t.ng: . . 

Nol'll.SJ. High DA Condi tiona 
Fuel Arm Fuel 

Al!-lG 1200 1bs. lOO~ .800-1000 lbs 

t..'H-IC llOO.l~ lO()% 9;0 1hs 

10. (C) Airspace MamagEJftent. Airspace....s 'managed tohrough a series of 
artillery and.tdr stri:.:: .. ~1ng. control centers (A.Am«:C) wbicb broad-
cast artUlery advisol-iea. Both' Tac Air an4 Army AViation elements· 
ccwd call these stations to determine where ~illery vas rii-ing at any 
P(;i!'tjc\llar t:iJom. . Artillery ~ire could be shut otr at any time. through 

.Arm 

~60~ 

;0% 

tho Arti.11Ary .. Li.aisooQ~tic~ .,t :thf) DTOCJ Tac Air could be oontrolled 
~ II1UIl8 oJ: the .diviel~on 'l'AQP ccmtacting .tl.te rAC (the ground ~OImI'Iander 
could also contact the PAC ,ror thiS purpoae); Irr)d ~.Air could be .coo­
"b.'oUed thrOlIgh the AMC. In the find ~a.ly8is, the. ground connander could 

H-6 

, , 

.. '. -

,. 
" 



~i"."'.~'!W.NA1lONAL A_V" 
";'>: ',..1: I 

! 

t 

Annex H (A.rlation Support) to Combat Operations After Action Report" 
LAMSON 719. 

control all of these assets through the liaison and communications links 
at his disposal. In addition, several air corridors were established for 
the use ot C-130 resupply ships., The corridors however" restricted fire 
plans for the artillery.. They constituted boxes through which artillery 
could not fire except when VFR conditions made it obvious that no aircraft 
vere in the corridor or when permission to fire was granted by GCA .. 
However" artiller;y could fire over or under these boxes at an;v timeS' 
thus gaining greater flexibility in the attack of targets 01 opportunity'" 
OnlY the Hue to Khe Sanh corridor was ever actuallY used; the others 
(Khe Sanh to Lao Bao and Lao Bao to Tchepone) were av{,).lable on call .. 
On several ocassiOIl8 specified areas were pre-cleared I. ,t all artillery 
fire for a 15-30 minute period in order that photo and mm1ssions 
could be flown. 

11. (C) Aircraft Maintenanceo 

a .. The original maintenance organization consisted of the 5th Trans 
Bn" 10lst Abn Div supporting divisional. aircr&tt and the 335th Trans 
Co (-) supporting nan-d.ivis1oDal aircraft from Quang Tri.. These units . 
were augmented by 175 milita.r;r and civilian personnel.. The augmentation 
consisted of 150 mechanics aDd. 25 suppl¥ personnel to be divided between 
the thrAe direct support units" A Co anC'. J3 Co, 5th Trans Bn and the 335th 
Trans Co ( ... ).. Backup D5 and GS maiiltenance support was pl'lOVided by' the 
58th Trans Bn.ll 34th GSG, at Da Nange The integral Direct Support Service 
Activity (0031.) of the 5th Trans Bn, plus the 25 man augmentation pro­
vid.ed the tech supply support for all units,9 except the 1/5 Mech and 
D 3/5 Cav troopB" These units received their supply support from the 
142nd. Trans Co» 58th Trans Bn, their normal supply source" 

b .. The introduction of 2 assault helicopter companies 'and 1 aerial 
weapons compaqy and the increased operational requirement necessitated 
a further reinforcement of the or1ginal.maintenance organ~zationQ A 
control element of the 34th GOO (Fwd) was introduced at this time to 
provide experienced, h1gh~level ma1ntenancs.personnel.needed to control 
and coordinate the aviation logistics effort" This control element 
further reinforced the original maintenance organization with 208 
militar;r and civilian personnel, as needed.. These reinforcements were 
introduced between the period 22 Feb and the first part of Mar to 
cover support units" ~be additional personnel consisited of avionics 
and armament specialists, sheet metal:; honeycomb and engine repairmenj} 
technical represenativesj} and mechanjes farmed into PMP teamso A 
40 man d1reOt support platoon trom the 604 th Trans Co was placed under 
the operational control of the 335th Trans Co for a period of 10 days" 
The platoon was then placed under the operational control of the 58th 
Trans Bn to provide additional backup direct support at Da Nango 
The support provided was adequate to maintain USARV standard operational 
read1' rates. The maintenance management system utilized enabled the 
controlling element to identify problem areas and shift resources and 
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apply techincal direction in maintenance and supply to the aviation 
units. By shifting maintenance resources into and out or MR-l as . 
needed, the control element· maintanied a. ratio of DS/GS maintenance 
for aircraft of approximately 1.58 personnel per aircraft. This 
ratio is approximat~ the same as the rates maintained in the other 
military' regions in RVN. Supply support was expedited by a liaison 
officer from Aviation.Material !rIanagement Center (AMMC) who maintanied 
direct contact with his headquarters. Critical items were expedited 
and prepositioned at the mSA's as required. 

12. (U) Aviation Safety: Accidents. Eleven occured during LAMS<Jl U9. 
This represents a rate of' 29.0 losses per 100,000 flying hours. In 
view of the tactical situation, the rate is not excessive. The tactical 
situation involved maximum loads, evasive maneuvers and quick tactical 
decisions involving the evaluation of' risk. When an aircraft went down, 
it was quickly surrounded by the eneJV' making. it difficult tor the re­
covery ~rews to evactiatecrew members. As aircraft were recovered, 
th~ were examined and investigated as the taetical situation permitted 
in regard to location of the evacuated aircraft, availability of personnel, 
etc. 

13 (e) Aviation Flying Hours, The increase in aircraft flying bDurs 
tor the unit. involved' in LAMSON 719 was accompanied b.Y a corresponding 
increase in individual aviator flying hours o It was impossible to 
keep sane aviators under the 30 day/140 hour limit established by USARV. 
The 140 hour l1mi t was waived by USARV, but did not relieve the commanders 
of the responsibility of monitoring their aviators for fatigue. 

14 (e) Anti-Aircraft Eogagementall 
. . 

a. Normal policy when .encounteringanti-a1rcraft weapons was to 
rec:w.est TAe Air. The USAF has the firepower and suitable aircraft to 
engage AA weapons at a more acceptable risk level than does t.he Arrrly' 
with organic gunships. 

b. 0nlY-. when the Air Force was not available Would .A.rD\Y.aircraft 
engage AA weapons •. Ai weapons as large' as 37mm we:re eng~g~; however, 
23mm and larger were usuall.y left alone, or marked for a FAC. 

15 (e) Tank ~agements. 

a. Durin&.loAMSON U9, PT 76 tanks were encountered. Engag~ent 
technique for the AH-IG was·to initiate contact as far out as possible 
with 2.75 flechette rockets. This served to remove personnel fran' 
the vehicles and the immediate vicinity 0 As the gun run cont1pued, 
a mixture of HE and WP rockets were used in an attempt to destor;r 
the target. Normal disengagement was 1000 mtterso 

H-B 
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b. When avaUablethe XM-35 2Omm. cannon was used. This weapon is 
extremely accurate and affords a.standoffdistance of 1200-2500 meters. 

c. Wtia11.v HEAT rockets were not available. However, once they 
became available results were· good.· This rocket is capable of cle&I4iPoying 
8MI&l", but direct hits are required. '!'his dictated that engagements be 
made at ranges of 900-1000 meters fram. the target, thus exposing the 
gunship to the tanks 12.7_ and to supporting infant17 in the area. 

16.(c) Evaluation. 

a. The hostUe anti-aircraft env1rcaentand performance limitations 
of the tJH .. ICgunsh;P negat;8d tl1e et.fec.~~es8 of this Ship in the 
LAMSON n9 area. The 2JSth Aerial Weapons Compa.n.y and D/227th CavalI7 
were added to the task organization to compensate for the inetfective­
ness of the 60 UH-1C aircraft assigned. 

b. The demand for air cavalry exceeded the capability- of assigned 
units and all cross border aircraft operations required gunship support 
utilizing the assets of one aerial weapons company da1ly. Further 
demands on gunship assets emanated fram medical evacuation miSSions, 
UH-l resuptUT, dawned crew and. aircraf.'tI'ecovery missions •. The fore­
going :J'equ1rements were in additiozi to the continuing requirements to 
provide gunship escort for the.JIIII.Dl' combat assaults that were conducted. 

APPmmICPS: 

1. Aviation Summar,y 
2. Aircraft 1088es 
J ~ Sortie S\UIIIII8.r,y 
4~ Major Litts 
5~ Task Organization 
6. Dansit7. Altitude Summar,y 
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Appendix 1 (Aviation Summary) to Annex H (Av'intion Supnot't) to Combat Operations 
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AVT.ATION smr;·S!1l1Y 1.!.,;(' T,' 1,<1 

Aircraft Sorties by Type: 

Guns 

Troop Lifts 

Medevac 

Air Cay 

Logistical 

TOTAL 

GRA1TD TOTAL 164,442 

Aircraft Loss and Damage: 

TOTAL-

Casualties: 

30 Jan 71 - 7 iq)!' n 

17 315~: 

37,6f'1 

1,[12~ 

10,0503 

51,3112 

Ilf,61h 

Non-Hostile 
D@mage/Loss 

1 

1 

2 

1 

.- - -r..,.--...·· 
; i ;) 

Non-Hostile 

10 

3 

l-!-I-l 

~e 

OH6A 

OrI5S 

UHIC 

lJIllH 

AHIG 

cn47 

"otal cut-of -Country 

7 ,2m~ 

7,523 

h5,B28 

Hostile 
Damage/Loss . 25 9 

15 6 

62 6 

314 52 

157 24 

26 3 

13 1 

2 0 
614 103 

!-Tostile 

55 

178 

34 

. GP-4 
Downgr:ad.~d at 3 ye.:.r 
intorvals; dcclnssi.ftcrl 

12 years 
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tircraft destroyed qy type: 
DATE UNIT TAIL'! COORDINATES 

m-1H: 8 Feb \ 173d AHC -580 xn 735252 

8 Feb B/7/1 -063 xn 595309 

8 Feb c/158 -307 xn 590368 

11 Feb D/3/5 -791 XD 922540 

'14F~b B/158 " -439 XD 506470 

18 Feb' 1/> -248 xn 507453 

20 Feb C/158 -493 xn 570503 

20 Feb 237th Med -635 xn 242423 

23 Feb 173d AHC -516 xn 552344 

28 Feb 48th AHC -276 XD 050299 

3 Mar 4Bth AHC -177 xn 431372 

, 3 Mar 71st AHC -358 xn 431372 

3 Mar 71st AHC -269 xn 588388 

3 Mar ' 174th AHC -639 xn 43137.2 ,. . 
. . 

3 Mar A/101at -189 xn 431372 

3 Mar A/101st ~720 XD 538349 

J' 3 ''oar B/158 . -279 XD 600380 

4 Har 48th ARC, -141 xn 355403 

4 nar B/158 -894 ' xn 315415 

4 Mar C/158 ..0462 In 346408 

r:; l{ar C/158 -341 XD 348408 

5 Nar 174th AHC -215 ID 630267· 

8 Mar A/101st -350 xn 701403 

",: ,!,: 2-H-2 .... '~.~ , .' .; . : ~ 
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Appendix 2 (Aircraft Losses) to Annex H (Aviation Support) to Combat Operations 
After Action Report, LAMSON 719 

Aircraft destroyed by type: 

OH-6A: 

OH-58: 

UH-IC: 

DATE UNIT TATI,!7- cocn..') py ,~ T1i'S 

10 Feb 11 A/2/l7 -483 xn 649295 

11 Feb F/8 -416 xn 6e8l.~16 

18 Feb C/7/17 -528 XD 465415 

26 ,Feb B/7/1 -630 XD 727214 

26 Feb B/7/1 -054 xn 668319 

27 Feb B/7/l -256 XD626258 

27 Feb F/B -190 xn 755355 

2e Mar A/2/l7 -642 XD 962238 

28 r"'ar A/2/l7 -298 XD 967238 

11 l."eb D/3/5 ~091 XD 922540 

23 Feb D/3/5 -085 XD 644545 

7 }1ar 1/5 -814 xn 652382 

17 Mar 1/5 -884 XU 778438 
I 

24 Mar n/3/5 -136 xn 665536 

24 l1ar n/3/5 -9'55 xn 668543 

20 Feb hath ARC .-700 xn 595203 

23 Feb 173d ARC -503 xn 552344 

5 Har 71st AHC -492 XD 502402 

5 Mar 11st AHC -092 XD 640380 

6 Mar 23Bth A'4C -042 ' xn !.~91368 

11 Mar 48th ARC ·-097 XD 4963.56 

19 l'1ar 48th AHC -489 XD" 585428 

23 l-!ar 23fth AWC -206 , . xn P442 
.. GP-4 

2-H-l Down~raded at.3 year inter­
~'S ;~cl:as.s :iIt::i~d;a.t'ter 12 

• i ~ ara . I .). 



Appendix 2 (Aircraft Losses) to Annex H (Aviation Support) to Combat 
Operations After Action Report, lJU~SON 719. 

Aircraft destroZed £l ~e: 
DATE UNIT TAn. # COORDINATES 

UH-1H 10 Mar 174th AHC -695 XD 632376 

10 Mar A/158 -619 XD 490350 

11 Mar 173d AHC -382 XD 520.35? 

11 Mar 48th AHC -206 XD 677458 

11 Mar .1/5 -700 XD 677458 

11 Mar 173d AHC -776 XD 498342 

16 l'iar 48th AHC -345 XD 480370 

18 Mar 173d AHC -088 XD 642387 

18 Mar D/3/5 -372 XD 581515 

18 Mar C/158 -288 . IZ .30 

18 Mar 282d AHC -529 XD .3)0430 

18 Har c/158 -401 LZ 30 

18 l{a:r- 498th Med -249 XD 348402 

20 ~far 174th AHC -654 , XD 5.5'1348 

20 Mar 48th AHC -2j8 XD 580340 

20 Mar B/101 -185 XD 515352 

20 Mar B/101 -492 XD 515352 . 

20 Mar B/101 -505 XD 515352 

20 Mar B/158 -718 . XD 590.').87 

20 Mar C/158 -389 XD 583389 

20 Mar 173d AHC -643 XD 580420 

20 Mar 173d AHC -130 XD 585435 

21 Mar 71st AHC -826 XD 648301 

,... ...... ':. '!, - ;'" ~ !.~:,~:. 



Appendix 2 (Aircraft losses) to Annex II (Aviation Support) to Combat Operations 
After Aotion Report, LAMSON 719 

Airoraft destroyed bl type: 
DATE UNIT TAIL # CCORDmATES 

mI-1H: 21 Mar 326th Med -642 XD 705405 

22 11ar 176th AHC -759 XD 666365 

22 Mar HHT 2/17 -403 XD R40420 

24 l-1:ar D/3/5 -627 XD 66~550 

24 Mar ?lst AHC -361 XD 798356 

27 Mar ?lst AHC -655 XD 673525 

28 Mar 48th AHC -030 XO 72535e 

AH-1G: 5 Feb 0/3/5 -340 xn nh7 

9 Feb 101st -106 XD 901433 

9·Feb A/2/17 -102 XO 653283 

9 Feb 11/4/77th -848 XD 566368 

9 Feb A/4/77th -059 XD 593369 
t 

12 Feb C/2/17 -OR9 XD 673482 

12 Feb C/2/17 -755 XD 663492 

lB· Feb A/2/17 -698 XD 470348 

20 Feb D/3/5 -579 XD 659494 

5 Mar D/227th -548 XD 491412 

5 Nar 23~th A"fIC -708 XD 518315 

5 Har 235th A':/C -780 XD 51R375 

5 ~far D/158 -120 XD 795354 

6 Mar C/7/7 -382 ID 527495 

6 Mar 4/77th -153 XD 536391 

6 Mar 4/77th -018 XD 536391 

2-H-4 ~ iT" .. ~ ."~ ·:w· ~_-.~-
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Aircraft destr21ed bl type t 
DATE UNIT TAn. # COORDINATES 

AH-IG: 6 Mar F/8 -071 XD 5937 

It) Mar 4/77 -377 xn 429373 

17 Mar 235th JMC -780 xn 578315 

18 Mar A/2/17 -743 xn 439405 

18 Mar n/lOl -077 xn 469392 

18 Mar B/7/1 -464 xn 471381 

18 Mar 4/77 ·-073 xn 4'75361 

21 Mar C/7/17 -019 XD 638356 

23 l·far 4/77 -641 xn 8442 

31 Mar A/2/17 -056 XD 964236 

CH-47: 15 Feb C/159 -506 xn 399439 

27 Feb 132d ASHe -449 XD 647392 

18 Mar C/1.59 -502 xn 640380 

CH.:53: 18 Feb HMM 26,3 -014 XD 4647 

27 Fet HMM 263 '-502 XD 691219 

2':'H-5 
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Appendix 3 (Sortie Sununary) to Annex H' (Aviation Eupport)to Combat Operations 
After Action Report, LAMSON 719 

DATE GUNS TRP LIFT l-1EDEVAC AIR CAY LOO.'" SURV&RECON TOTAL 
-', 

30 Jan 71 374 1574 0' 209 665 6 2828 

31 Jan 160 334 3 218 723 7 1445 

1 Feb 176 392 1 184 716 8 1477 

2 Feb 116 626 0 152 476 6 1376 

3 Feb 127 476 0 '62 561 8 1234 

4 Feb 659 1047 0 270 941 6 2923 

5 Feb 192 365 2 150 587 6 1302 

6 Feb 334 742 32 140 986 8 2242 

7 Feb 128 516 12 72 570 6 1304' 

8 Feb 468 1460 34 .- , 164 610 5 2741 

9 Feb 173 157 5 69 468 '10 882 

10 Feb 466 949 6. 217 1016 26 2670 

11 Feb 380 722 13 258 573 26 1972 

12 Feb 866 779 21 584 923 26 3199 

13 Feb 501 1011 32 410 1308 28 3290 

14 Feb 335 784 31 547 1014 29 2730 ' 

15 Feb 822 888 16 524 1032 14 3296 

16 Feb 524 642 17 372 751 14 2320 

17 Feb 115 125 5, 52 298 10 605 

18 Feb 644 714 21 446 733 29 2587 

19 Feb 602 954 12 497 792 27 2848 

20 Feb 558 824 ,16 515 953 32 2958 

21 Feb 687 471 39 538 1306 29 3070 

22 Feb 589 506 25 549 1032 23 2725 
3-H-l 4 

at 3 'year 
s; deo1ass1tfecl 

after 12 years 
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Appendix 3 (Sortie Summary) to Annex H (Aviation Support) to 'Combat Operations 
After Action Report, LA}~ON 719 

DATE GUNS TRP LIFT MEDEVAC Am CAV Loo SURV&RFCON TOTAL 

23 Feb 562 802 '15 426 914 20 2739 

24 Feb 448 541 Ih 354 10P9 19 2465 

25 Feb 496 698 36 102 668 23 21~6 

27 Feb 756 650 66 466 1001 24 2963 

28 Feb 668 697 66 L14 1197 25 3067 

1 Mar 533 871 86 331 1289 29 3139 

2 Mar 489 1037 35 404 985 33 3283 

3 Nar 787 709 59 404 703 31 2693 

4 lfar 808 1489 39 346 799 21 3502 

5 Kar 678 1663 51 390 1274 26 4082 
, 

6 Har 790 1774 95 294 993 32 3969 

7 Mar 655 553 67 226 1004 27 2532 

8 Mar 528 653 44 208 913 33 2379 

9 Har 77 110 64 12 281 14 558 

10 Mar 97 89 6 0 365 13 570 

11 Mar 689 1048 58 23 1496 17 3331 

12 Mar 895 929 33 258 905 26 3046 

13 Mar 808 645 93 158 1204 28 29,36 

14 Mar 626 566 150 268 879 25 
; 

2514 

15 Mar 542 372 80 202 638 7 1841 

16 Mar 637 738 53 195 102& 12 2663 

171m 635 915 103 308 1245 26 3241 

18 Mar 1236 1332 141 186" 858 29 3782 

19 Mar 686 723 91 242 922 29 2693 
3-H-2 • ' .. ' 
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, .~ ... '~1 J I , 

Appendix 3 (Sortie Swnmary) to Annex H (Aviation Support) to Combat Operations 
After Action Report, ~~ON 719 

DATE GUNS TRP 1IFT l"EDEVAC AIR CAV 100 SURV&ttECml TOTAL --
20 Mar 13n8 1297 74 196 819 37 3811 

21 Mar 788 1435 57 286 838 35 31.~39 

22 }iBr 713 380 62 169 789 18 1861 

23 }tf.ar· 756 1026 69 170 1340 31 3398 

24 Mar 703 1112 50 151 719 34 2835 

25 }-!ar 324 548 63 236 689 32 1892 

26 Mar 342 381 55 48 1125 31 1988 

27 Mar 344 627 28 264 903 33 2199 

28 Mar 231 606 80 421 191 35 2164 

29 Mar 356 501 42 207 718 36 1860 

30 Mar 261 327 11 145 943 . 32 1119 

31 Mar 380 765 19 345 1058 32 2599 

1 Apr 371 761 59 254 932 32 2209 

2 Apr 309 590 50 226 . 635 26 1836 

3 Apr 310 804 25 62 755 33 1980 

4 Apr 279 638 21 III 747 34 1830 

5 Apr ll8 207 17 151 423 20 936 

6 Apr 259 601 13 144 476 36 1529 

1 Apr 243 672 5 143 426 33 1522 

3-H-3 
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Appendix 4 (~jor Lifts) t:r: Annex II (Aviatio!l Support) to Combat 
Operntions After Action Report LAr<~WN 719. 

DATE -
8 FEB 71 

a FEB 71 

a FEB 71 

a FEB 71 

8 FEB 71 

8 FEB 71 

10 FEB 71 

11~ l/~J T .. 
.~. 

:" ~" 

:2 F..ill 71 

12 FEB 71 

13 }.t'EB 71 

14 }o'~ 7':.. 

15 FEB 71 

18 FEB 71 

19 FEB 71 

t:G ~.L 
"'l~.:·t~ ... J .. '...J 

22 }I'J.:.iD 71 

23 FEB 71 

24 FEB 71 

7' . -

4th Un, 3d J!egt, 1st In! Div 

2d D~J 3d Regt, 1s'!i I!~~ ;)iv 

lat D~~" 3d Regt, 1, ~ Inf Div 

2ls~ Ranger Bn 

2d Abn Bn & ~Abn Div Hqs 

3d Abn Bn & Ab!l Div Hqs 

4th Bn., 1st. He:::;::, J.s"; Id' Div 

NUMBER OF '!'Roore LIFTF:D 

600 

414 

420 

4,0 

706 

761 

420 

603 
..., .. ', 
- ..J~lcJ.t:~/~f :3rd'~n, 1st Regt, 1st In.f Div 

310. 

4' ',,, .Jv 

7;ill Ol.!" 1h7th '·.TNMC Bela 590 

6th Abn B:-. 651 

3d Regt CP, Arty Pers.& Rngr Hqa Pers 443 

2d B~, 3d Reg~, 1st IP1 Div 420 

4th Bn, 3d ~gt, lst +nr Div 380 

6th Abn B!l 400 

Negative Air,Moves 

Nega tive Air M::Ye'3 

Nega~ive Air Moves 

4·~H-1 
GP-4 

Downgraded at J/y:ear! intervals; 
decl~sified after r2 yP. .... rs 
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Apr~n'H?= h (ld~jor T.if~~l) tn il.r:nex II (Avjat~ on')l".ppor".i) to Corrba"i 
a~:cr..; ";1('''8 .1\::1~(jr Ae ";.~ .• x .. ~ '~0p::"r"; T..\~fmN 719. 

25 ~~ 71 

25 F:-;D 71 

26 Fill 71 

26 F"iill 71 

26 FEB 71 

27 t.cJl 

2 7 }i"",ill 7l 

28 FEB 71 

l MAR 71 

1 lfA.tt 71 

1 Km 71 

1 Jot'ill 71 

2 H:m 71 

J ri\R 71 

4 J.fJ..R 71 

4 J.fAR 71 

4 NAR 71 

4 HAll 71 

~ T:'R 71 

, l~'1 71 

3d En, 3rt Re~,,;, ls~ Ir1 Div 

5~h Abn B~ : • 

11th Abn Bn 

21st Ranger Br. 

21st P.anger )3n 

9th Abn Dn 

ls~ tn, 3d Reg~, 1st In! Div 

;"~.:; ~. ~ " 

4th Dn, 16"; Regt, 1st In! Div 

3d Uegt CP 
, 

2d Bn, . ls~ Regt, 1st In! D:iR 

4th Bn, 147th VNMC Bde 

258th VNM'.'l Bde 

2d Bn, 147th VN~ Bde 

ls~ B~, 258th VNMCBde 

3d Bn, 258~h V.N~ Bde 

nmlJ":~ OF TZOO!'S LPTBD - . 

300 

412 

160 

406 

515 

210 

130 

70 

350 

290 
I 

395 

200 

190 

63l 

~37 

613 

160 

474 

685 

2085 

715 

700 

685 



Append:!:'C h (M!!cr t!f";s) to Ar,nex H (Av~atir:'" SJ.pport) to Conbat 
Opera oIj:i"cnB Af+.er Ac~icn Report LAH30n 719. 

::lATE GROUKD mar SUPPOR'l!ID NUIIJER OF TROOPS LIF'l'F..:J -
S MAR 71 

6 MAR 7'! 

6 lfAR71 

11 M.tl 7'1. 

lZ !~ 71 

13 MAR 71 

Sth ~" 2d ~g~ & Rengsl' ~p 

3J hll, 2tll1ng"';, 1st rr.f Div 

,d ~ll, ~d Re.s~, 1st :rnr Div 

lst Bn, 1st Reg+., 1st Tnt Diy 

8th BIl, "2S8th vroo Bde 

, ',. 
2,! J\ •••. ,. :::-("~. 110·"+ '#~J.·r" ·V' 

- <II - ••• b .-, ....... .J ......... j: ... ~ ... 

3d &. 2d Bn's, 2d Regt, tat"Inf Diy I 

11th Abn ~ 

" ' 

.. '!';'" ~ ,~>, '{;~;t~):~;~.~~~~~;,~:~~~;: i)J~~9~:b~'~(.;,,~"t;" 

fl.'"»?''' , :/.1"":,"" :>' .. ' 

;L8 H.'I.R 71 

18 1.fA..'t 71 

18 MAR. 71 

19 lfAR 71 

20 HAlt 7:' 

20 MAR 71 

. 'l-l P' f." " ..,. n, ,t "l~ 4JJl JJ •• , ,..,1", ,tf~=~ "J .... ..J i I .. U "" 

let Dn, l.:, "; Reat, ls~ Inf Jiv 

2d Bn, 1s~ Regt" 1st Inf DiY 

4th Bn, 1st Regt, Is"; Inf' Div 

5th an" 2d Reg~, 1st In! Div 

Arty &; 2d Bde I!qs" 

3d B:l, 2d Reg+., la~ ARVN Div 

Elements 2d &. 7th Abn Bn fa 

4-H-3 

", . 

539 

595 

4~ 

4~ 

437 

600 

390 

450 

600 

260 

395 

4S6 

231 

279 

370 

88 

.350 

265 " 

580 

. G4, 
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'1E1'ROOIICEOAT THE NATlOW.L ARCHIVES 
~~'. ."'1 

Report LAMSON 719 (rr) 

1. (rr) Mission: To provide staff assistanoe in Chemioal Operations to 
the Commanding General and to provide staff supervision of direct 
support chemioal operations ot assigned and attached units partici­
pating in'LAMSON 719. 

2. (tJ) Concept of Operations: The Corps Chemical Officer, located vith 
'the XXIV Corps, ACotS, G.3, Forvard, maintained staff superrlsion over 
ohemical operations conducted during LAMSON 719. The Chemical Officer 
of the lOlst Airborne Dirlsion (Ambl) bad direct SQperrlsion of the 
oonduct of the direct and general support chemical operations. These 
operations were performed by assigned ohemical-units' and ohemical 
eeot16n'personnel of the supporting units • 

.3. (C) Bxecution. 

a. Two defoliation miSSions, oonsisting of four UHlH·sorties 
vare conducted 011_ likely ambush sites along QL 9 in the vicinity 
of the RookpUe. 

b. .3,000 pounds of CS2 vas utilized in seeding operations of 
the permanent bunkers when Khe Sanh was closed. 

c. 179 C1147 sorties of bulk flame drops were fiown during the 
operation. 1,607I55 gallon drums of thickened fuel were dropped 
resul ting in four NVA KIA, 27 seoondary explosions and 10 bunkers 
destroyed. 

4. (C) Adm1n1strati'Ye Matters. Due to numerous ambushes along QL 9 
in the vicinity of the RockpUe, the 101st A~rborne Division (Ambl) 
requested a speoial authorization for approval to conduct herbicide 
operations in that location. A mee~ing of Quang Tri Province offioials, 
province advisors, ARVN and US foroes personnel indicated that all 
parties readily agreed to the necessity of the, herbicide operation. 
A project was prepared b,y the Corps Chemioal Offioer in aooordance 
with applicable herbicide directives. The projeot was appro Ted b,y 
province oftio1a1s, the I Corps Commander and ,Commanding General, 
IIIV Corps &8 required by US and Vietnamese herbicide directiTes. 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR 
INTERVALS: DECLASSIFIED 
AFTER 12 YEARS, DOD DIR 8200.10 
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Annex J (DIPCORDS) to Combat Operatione Atter Action Report LAMSON 719 

1. (C) Concept of Operation. 

a. Territorial Forces, to include Popular Forces (PF) and 
Popular Self .Defense Force (PSJ)f), continued lowland security op­
erations in normally deployed positions. Regional 'orce (RF) units 
were prepared and accepted expanded areas ot operation made necessar,r 
b,y the tactical displacement of reguiar ARVN forces: This situation 
was especially applicable to Quang Tri and Tbua Thien Provinces. 

b. In Thua Thien Provinoe, there was a considerable shifting 
of RF units to cover two AOs left by' the 1st Regiment of the 1st 
Division. Additionally, RF units. took over the security of FSB Los 
Banos trom the lOlst Airborne Division (Ambl). RF eompanies were 
attached to both the 54th Regilllent and the lOlst Airborne Division 
(Ambl) for combined operations during this period. 

c. In Quang Tri (P) RF/PF units increased their operations during 
this period aDd were displaced to cover key LOes and installations 
previo1l8ly covered b,y FWMAF. AOs previously covered by' the 1st DiT­
i.ie. and the 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech) vere taken b,y 
Us during the period. Also a portion of QL 9 vas secured by' RF 
troop. during the period. 

d. The folloving table sunmerizes the operational results of 
Territorial Forces actions during LAMSON 719. 

HtQYINCE IN KIA EN l(fNS CPr 

QUANG TRI 125 147 

TBUA THIEN 44 68 

aOVlliCl mKU W1Q fi Wl'Q crr RATIO ~ CONTACTS 

QUANG TIl 25 5:1 0 147u. 786 46 

TBUA THIEN 20 211 7 10tl 8) 6 

e. Generally speaking, Territorial Forces did not experience a 
.~icant increase in enemy activity during LAKSON 719. The main 
enemy interest centered aro1.1Dd. rice gathering in the northern prov­
inee. and infiltration and terrorist attacks in the southern proYinces. 

- In addition, an oTerall inorease in pE'opaganda actin ties was noted .. 
It is apparent that despite a diminished lWMlF pE'esence, and the need 
to displace Territorial 'orce. units to cover key areas lett by' departlDg 

J-l 

GROUP 4 
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Annex J (DEPCORDS) to Combat Operations After Action Report L.tHJON 719 

FWMAF and ARVN units, Territoria11ol'ces suffered no major setback 
in security due solely to LAMSON 719. A significant result in Thus 
Thien tp) vas the displacement of RF units south of QL 1. This move 
was planned as a part of the 1971 Pacification and Development Plan. 
As a result of this displacement, Territorial Forces desertion rates 
virtually doubled in comparison to the same period one year ago. These 
desertions spec~ically occurred in those units displaoed for oper­
ational purposes. .u though terrorism in March was aV,a record high, 
it does not follow that this was the result of inadequate lowland 
security. U:ndoubted~ the high level was keyed to operations in 
Laos, but the purpose appears to relate to enemy determination to 
basten withdrawal of ARVN Forces from Laos. 

2. (C) Advisor An~sis. 

a. Absence of regular ARVN units from the lowland populated 
areas did not inhibit operations of Territorial Forces within the 
normal secure area and consolidation zone. 

b. U units were able to deploy into expanded areas of opera tion 
which resulted from the tactical displaoement of regular ARVN units, 
and no undue difficulaties arose from that expansion of the consoli­
dation zone. 

c. The en8II\Y capability to increase his level of terrorist 
activity was obrioua during Operation LAMSON 719. It is apparent 
this enemy reaction was intended to have impact upon ARVN foroes, v 

through publicreactionp and discourage further forays by the ARVN 
and force regular units to return to lowland positions. 

d. RF units demonstrated a reasonable flexibility for attach­
ment to regular units for combined operations. No unusual eollll1l8D.d 
relationship problems arose because of the attachment, and Terri­
torialForee units were responsive to regular unit requirements. 

e. Because of the relatively extensive displacement of numerous 
Rr units during LAMSON 719, individual desertions from units so 
displaced increased sharply 0 This is a matter which will require 
oar£eul command attention in the future. 

f. It appears that future combined operations involving RF and 
Regula1" ARVN units would be highly useful - as a means of imprOving 
ARVN/Territorial Forces coordination and cooperations. Periodic 
~ssumption of ARVlf areas of operation by RF units is an effective 
Mana of expanding secure areas and consolidation zones through the 
simple device of demonstrating the capability of Rl units to function 
effectively in those AOs while maintaining a satisfactory level ot 
security. 

J-2 
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AnDex J (DIl'CORDS) to Comba Report LAMSOR7l9. 

g. R1 units in Quang Tri (p) clearly demonstrated the capabill tr 
to andertake extensive static security missions 1:a the clearing BODe, 
atter coordination vi th regular forces units, thll8 relieving tho •• 
same regalar torces unit,. for offensive operations. Clearly thi. is 
an a.ddi tiona! means b;y which coord1na tion between RF aDd ARYl units 
CaD be enhanced. 
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inne,.x K (gDgiJ'1tljetr) t,., r(-\;zil:~t Opet"a.~~ ,AftIfttr ,4et1ea Repon l.:~}t~ON '/19 

1. (U), GeDeral" The I.AftiON '719 operat.ictn requ4"ed a baistil:t pl.Anned i 
'but meticulousq eX!lfJut.ed enr.ineet'ett .. -i.e t.ae.'napid opening of a 
main 8U~J>11 'route .int.,o Laos for ARVI" u.se.and a.1Ql1s1:.ics bfls~ l"~r.<ahlt' 
of BtlP'POnin.tr AltVh ::.nj tb I'}~a"i";"." ' ' " 

.. '.< . '" > 

. t.,t," ~~".:'!;. 
.~. . . 

.L ~. ' ~.' 

.. 
a. Aerial pbo't.08 and limi:ted~~. __ .(.~ files of 't:' '; 

prov1'led 1at01".1llBtiOft .d,ring tb.a ~~." or'~ 'op~n4at:ton, 'ihe 
road was heanlJ overgrow withvep~o",.~ v:ltb: seourity reatrict .. 
ions prevlJJltlag ground recoDDaisaa .... ,~,:~d1:f:ttovlt to detenaiM 
the work which \fCIUld be reqUired to upgrade the road aDd bridge sites} 
The photos d1d pe-l'mit an aaal,ys1:t or the aJ)pl"OJdate maber ot Cl'oe8illp 

'vJd,oh wuld requtr. either culvert, or taotJ.oal bridee emplaceaent. 
Upon tbe initiat.ion of' the operaU~ 1t ·w diaoo.ft1"ed that the road Jld 
haft a fur to good residual rook bA",aat'ita· 'pl.". the old asphalt 
p&ftJllBnt re-..ined I> ,,:,: ". " 

b. Prior to the vithara:waJ.. ~ trbopa··~.ih. Sub a deto!\Ufld ruut.s 
aDd bridge reconna1s8aDCtJ vas co~ to if;lCl •• p:1ct1.1r'e8 ot t.ho 
bridp,8 aDd bfpaasea. Copio&s or·~, ..... oDal ..... a:N filed vi th 
the 45th BDclneer Group aM XlIV C~tl?t.BDct.8l' S.-u.,,· All of the 
tactical bridges illBtalled durlng·tb.·~~lOJl wil'e 'reaoved during tho 
1dthdrawal phase. , ' 

c. Generall7 QL 9 from Ca Lu to the laotian border is a goOd slngla 
laDe fair weather road with a clq 8u:rtaoe. Although nODe of the c11l~\"(, 
bypasses ware reJlOftd it 18 "pNbabl~ that, the7 'vil,l. be wasJaed out during 
this 78a:'e 1IOD800D seaaOD" 'J:~" Pr1D~l~\~'lr';~_ .c:mthc l''¢att. Ad.;'ItJ!> 
at XD 91J1IO)~ the si.te ;)'f ~ m&.Jo~· ~~,~,,'4.fftft','rVSI.d Nl r)~th 
sideS is cut 8,lollg a rocl{ <-::LllT l\M. ~~~'.,.",;~, ~ppl"'o~3~h'!:"!'j t,) 

the tactical bridle site. 1: he ,~a.p "..~ Us. ·<"#rl.glJM!l:brldga Wtl<'J h 
approximat..el1' 200 1·eet. " . ' 

d. Ba$:l(:!llly tb~ ~Jr.:e Uleager iDtelliger.aqe ~ a vailable for the 
}~tw Sanb ,~lrn~ld as 'URb t;HI8.ilable t\u- t,be )'oruio~ A.ga1il,. the al"ea h~ 
been o,,~;."grown With vegetation aDd. it, \faS dltt'icultto determine the 
~xtent 01.' rehttbllita:ti()Q , .. bleh wuld be required to JMke the operflUQMl 
o~e againo Tbe photos indicated that. the nm¥q bad BUttered eXhnsl1fe 
daage aDd. that earth till aa well as panel replace.l1t 'WOUld be reqUired, 
Elephant grass groving from holes in the _ttlng aDd edges coneealed the 
extent of damq. iD SOJDe .If.red o Baaed ~th ... photos it W8.8 deoided to 
OODstruct a 88ColXl strip to be' used ... 1Ui, 'U8&ultatrip until the old 

r strip cOUld be repa1red(; 
'" . 

..... ,', 

Group 4 
,])owograded at .~ y.~aj· 

1ate~; daclal':usi t\.os,'t ..... e.n.r ,12 yeara 



8.. 'lbe soil in the area ts ei.!>;' a(l'1 p:::'"Vt.'d ·to 00 th~ m.dn 
coutruction llrobleDl ot tbe O·-":I't~ til oil, Th~ m)tlDUlnl l!1f:-i.& t,\.i!'B .(;I)nt~nt c,f 
the cU.ay vas too high and tr.e liafttairillObile' cOJapaction equi."",,oald 
Dot increase the dens.ity ilIU:"~ if'." ,:i>Ly I ;j~)d whE1D ~ ... \l1Y'- (4'(\' 'to~(tu"rt oa~d~ 
haM.l'dous to the -a1 Nra.t~ e.t t.rL~ l)," ;,;0;, :.iUe t.o. the ~()ll t:oncU 1:.100.8 i the 
assault 1'UD\I8.y could not be 'A;Jt'-(l ~~- t~ ILl, j"t Btr1p and h8d to be surfaced 1 

delflJing the planned time 6CMdUi(~ 

t. During the operation, .A Company, 7t.b :8nglneer Battalion, 
1.t Brigade, ~b Intant1'1 Divi810n (teCH) conat.ruoted tank trails l,)~th 
north and south of QL 9 trOll Vandegrift. to thl!' I,aotian border. 
Tb1s resulted in an etfective, fair WO!ather,tasltical road network. 
ODe such trail (Red Devil Road} l'un·; para} l'ol to tll: 9, orig.inating 
north ot Vandegrift on Ql 9, at th,... Hook.pil~ and tendootlng near the 
laotian bordero This trail Wli"; '\lP1l'8d~:t, \I:;'1J~ l:!&H.iatanoe trOll the 14th 
EDgineer Battalion (0), to tl i'",·ll' t/e;}.tner Toad from. Khe Sanh east to . 
the origin, aDd t.es used durin,:;' the w1thdrawal· phase by'taotical units 
located to the nllrlh. A.p ot" l'~ds and trails 18 included in AppeDdb: -I ~ 

g" At various ti •• during the operation, vater' 'POints ,.re 
looatoo at the following: XD99548), XOO144~p :W848.3~4si· and XD8264:J5 ... 
The averege 't • .,tal Wb.tel~ proouction waa 60,000 g,.dlona per d.ey. 

b. .A rock crusher ~8o~r~ted at Cs tu (YJlOl~) for 8 period 
of eigbt days vi th rock being 8upp.U.ed f~l'om too SOllg Quang Tri 
(YD0245) and a quaJ'l")'" at YlX.l()8473~ 

i. Mines becaJ18 a faotor at two locations during the operation. 
Upon the arrival ot cround troops at. Kbe SaDh it _s quick17 dis­
covered that the perU-tel' minefield .. empl:aced 'by the Marines in 1968 
voald bea serious probleJl.;, Eaoh t.lJDB the ~se vas expanded, the area 
,bad to be swept am clea:rede Many a1'8a8. H.-in which are not cleared •. 
A ekBtch map ebowing known loea tiona ot m.1M:t~elds at Kbe SaDh 1s at 
Appelldix 2~ QL 9 frQll XD737364 t.o XD719369 \1111. tle only area \!bere eneDO' 
ainiDg lIU conducted., Incidents began on 5 March 1971 vben a D?I trOtl. 
the 59th Engineer- Coiapan, (lO) hit;. a ndne at XD722368. This mine and 
.t.ll other .. uetect.ed or rtetoPt t.t1 · .. Ie'" miMe v1 til pre.aura tirina deYioee 
or COIIIIIIanci detonated. ,,)'1.' t.iw 1I1100!:i detected. it •• e.tiMted that tbe1r 
upiosiw content ,.-~ J' p")lm~c.: '!it -p.1.!.I1it.C erplOf!l1w end wre or Ohine.e 
01'-"18'1n. j" tot.!*! I\-!:. etght, rntJ1oll'£ "'oe~ r'}\ArX\ tn \hi ... i~illi V - 1lOl'IDIl11 
b7 yinal _ana. lullerous other mines were 'detonated by _Melee in 

. that area. . 

3. (0). Mi88~.on. To Coordinate tl_l1 engioMer 8U~rt to IlSsigned 
and attached units or XXIV Corps in the constl'UCtion 0' I-oeOS ll airfieldajj 
tonant eupport areas, aDd field tortlticatiol'tso '. 
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4c ee) Coacept of OperatloDoTbe 45t.b Engineer GroUp (Conat) tlith 
attached units opened Qi. 9 frOil ea Lu 'to Laot.ian border as Ii t'WO h.rae 
roadw1 vitb turnouta; constructed assault alk"tield aDd repHt:'eJ, 
existing 8,jrflp.ld at tht1" SSM durIng f'hue I; constructed lm.trUliiUlll 

8St;ftntit1tl opel·~tl()na.l (dld logisti.cal facilities at Ca l,u, Kbe ~anh ar~ 
w.o.8ao .!.;.ul~lng Pusea I It 11, JMl.bta1lM1d Ql, CJ and Kbe Sanb a1rfitld and 
p.t(lY.u.;ed. genera1 engIneer support thrOUghout l'h8SE)S III and. IV .. 
GOUlpa1\y 1'., '/tIl :&ogineer BattaliOD,p J26th 1i1gi,W).E'e'r Battalion., and 26th 
Engineer Battallon provided direct eng1 Mer suppot't to their parent 
UD1 ts as required" 

s. (e) Execution? 

a~ Th6 planning rna.'1e of the operation opened on 12 January 1971 u 

One of the t!rl»'t, "'~Uj.~lIl~:lt.! "'" 't.O detendne the scope o.t work and 
tim rr~s 1'01' \.h6 op~nlng ot QL 91) cOllpletl.oD of repairs to the 
airstrip at Kh.e SaM ana ~t.')ll8truction· of forwrd support areas:. During 
these pre11a1nar.r pla.nning s6.sio~ it \11.. deterJliDed that a second alf'<o' 
strip wuld be required at Khe Sam.... Interpr\\!ltatlon of the photos 
indicated· that 30 daft vould. probably b. Hquired to repair the eXisting 
run ... ,., lut lt vas felt that an eartb a.8sault TOllway coUld beplJlcOO 
in tour dqs, whioh \IO\ild allow U.m1ted C1.30 traftic durlog the iJl:i.t,i~l 
stages of the operation. QL 9 vas divided'in halt betwen Ca Lu 6~d . 
the Laotian border and a special task force vas develoPed to hand 1 e th4t! 
opening of lhe SaM" Th6 14th KD81neer Battalion .... responsible !'<'f.r 
the opening of QL 9 to She Sanh nth tbe help of' elellMmtB fro. the J:'J6~b 
Engineer Battalion aDd supported by bulldt'JzerB f!'oJll a platoon of the 
59th hg1Deer COIDpIll1 (W'., FrOili Kbit Suoh to' th15 j R.otitl.n border 
the road was the re$pon~l b1li ty of' th~ J '71,b l":'n':.~ 11~.f'~~ & t tal1.on and 
the 59th KD€ineer Company (tC) ~ 1 pl~.tO(l1\) ~ 

b .. Although the opel"8.tion did not begin until J) .J·l~~~(:Y ·1··.., ' ... 
the first engineer elemante \/ere already poel ti oDed e t 'Vandegt"itt b7 ; .. :. 
J'anuar,y 1971.. On D-Day th. 14th Enginf)6'l." BRttAl10n (i., ~ .. ,,' ... ",'I : .......... .1 

olearlng dOHrs, moW<! 8l.Cng Qi. 9 l·rom. ~Il tu opening QL .., installing 
bridges aDd cul .... rts as they had planned" Tltrelw ).1-4T6 fixed span. rraJllll6 
had been c01'1atruc1'.ed pr1o!' to D-Dar at Quang TrL As the Engineer 
Elements arrived at the bridge '31te8~ CH47 and CH53 helicopters brought 
1 n these fra.mes, dropped them into place J a second he11copte.r quickly 
toll o~d Vl t.b tM balk required to complete the brldgeo In similar 
fashion foul" 3) teet sect10ns of 36 inch cul wrts \ll8re deli yered to 
o'On~truct bypasses to existing or newly' implaced tactical bridgee" 

.Traveling with th. engiD8ers wre Armored Vehicle Launched Bridges 
(AVLB'a) .ot the 1st Brigade t 5th Intantr,y Division (MEeH). D~rs 

. prepared the la:uncb1ng sites and abutments tor the six A VLB 's 

, 'I • 
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placed during this uaault phaaeo QJ. 9 \18.8 Opel .. tOf' wh".lefi a.ald tra~it«l 
fthiol. IIOftMnt to Xhe SaDh on D·.1 j 31 JtLD'U8J.")' '~'fn ~ 

c •. While the h6aVY~Dg'ine~ .. " equl;lMDt va$ IlOVing \ttst from Ca I,uj 
T' 3'.6, a re1nforced oOflp~m., of .... he J26th BDgln.eer Battallon . 
with a platoOIl oI- th .. 27th ~:t~."lleef B~ttAlion attached W8 being alr­
ii fted by IMlicopters 1uto ~h. Sanh" A portion or the task toro. 
JfIOved east 00 ~l, <-) \tb1l6 tw otholJ'il' el!'JIII8l1ts were airlifted into t\«> 
al te. 011 QL 9 where t.bey umplac~l') <:-Uti M4T6 bridge aDd prepl:r .. i aJll)thtl!" 
site tor an AVU3 \lt~c:h \,-{!ul:i 00 J ~un{:bed Ml6n .~ 14th Engln~r . 
Battalion ar'\'l v&d '" that r:0:~t. Tbe airmbilt capability .. in­
etrtllleJlta 1 itt the !'api:~ O~:f,tJ.i.ng \)1' tba roado The bulle. of tk~ taBk f('\'r .. -e 
lBed1a:tely DegaD ·vt.wkiJ,(': on t.he prltparatton ot the aesault strip 4Ind 
repd.r1ng ol.':'tha ~in u~'dp., A'G 01J)H on D+2, 1 'ebrua..r.r 1971 -; +.h" •• 
heav eqU1pm1llt !'rca 2·1t.b EDg1Deer Battalion, to include bull cloMl"lt, .... 
whloh hIId w.lked tr_ Ca LUi JIOnd onto the Xhe Sanh air.trip... 'l'lt 326 
then became OPCON to the 27th Engineel" Batta11otlo 

df: As -wrJrk continued 't<:. lIIprove Qt 9 to Khc S.snh~ the 27th 'In-, 
glneer Battalion aDd the land clearing dO~&er.· of t..be 59th :~ngl~er 
C~ (LC) continued to open the road tO~l'd the laotian bore.l'. 
The road ... st ot .l(b~ Sanh was 011),. t! v""r.:()tJ 1"~'~ok through 1.hlek Veg,. 
etatlonand the road ._1m.ponfKl w~Ul ~l.Ll,i ~:'h:dang ar-..d eulvel"ta~ 
qJ, 9, wet or Xhe SaDh to . the bord"l< l' Uh ... opon~d ·tor ~el and track 
v~btoll.'s by Pfo5, 4 r.brDary 1971Q The land cleariDg dozers continued 
to clear Vegetation SO _tera from the aidea ot the road until the,. 
were vi thin :, ki! Ol1I8ters of' the laotian border 0 

eo In order to logistically g~ppo~t the o~r8tlon, two torward 
support areas had to be of.;Veloped. Tbe ftt's'L, ~';A :;6··1 j at Vandegriftp 
was beguD on !)...Day 0.1 Ai. c.·.JIiip:!!Iny~ -i(~J..h Englne4h~ Butt"ll1on, "'J.~.th 1m­
provu.o.t work contln-.:ing ~t .. U t.he operati.ontD;'Il~!.nltt"d,.. n16 .COM, 
lSA 26-2, at lhe Sanh" \!U& be~un on J),~;y .4 7t:'bruu •. ·yl'-j'/';. Thi9 11&8 a 
j oint engineer ei'fort "U.b the 21th !.Dgin&el" }j", t t~ l i un ~!U'flportlng the 
US units and l\4lO (-:OD1p8.rl\ttS o~ the 8th l~ngl:r,.ee'" G;-ouP .. ~wvr~ supportiDg 

·tIMFARU D.LCo At both ~it.68.i ia1:g.-' lH··~l'1.6 we:f.a 1.l1ear~.j_ for vehicle 
staging aroail ~(nd off load ~lr. ... ~ J\lIlIl'l.\.llUtion 6to:rage and. POL bladder 
beru were oonlltt'Ucted :1n both ar~ai:' &.s vell ae buDk6r slota and internal 
roa<lse At FSA 26-1 it \Ill,; .D8Ge3cM.ty to eOlUStruct a large 48.rgo traDafer 
point beoauae during the e-ar l.yphases of tbe operation road reawictiona 
JUde it tapo8.ible to move large S&:P traclaJ between J'SA 26-1 and I.he . 

ISaDh.. Sapper attacks OIl the POL atorige area at IS! 26-1 proapted con­
atruatio'b ot a peri_ter lighting slatell and., required the land 

: clea.riDg ot 450 acres-·ot perimeter.. . .. 
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f. Around the olo(lk c;onstruction work allowed the earth assault strip 
to be compleW by 'I5\X)H on Dt, $ 4 Februar.1 1971. At 1600B the first 
C-1J) landed at the airfield testing tll$ assaUlt strip. AlthoUgh the 
landing and take off was accomplish satel1, six to eight inch detormations 
bad been created by the wheels of the aircraft.. The strip had to be 
recompacted employing heavier compaction eqUipment, penepr1.med.,I) and 
matted prior to use. The compaction equipment» primaril,. 35T rollers, 
was DIOTed. from Oa Lu, Phu Bai, and Ohu Lai with the longest movement 
completed by D+8, 7 Februar,y 1971. Emergency request for matting was 
sent to usacv, ani placement of.'MX 19 matting OD the as.ault strip 
was begun on D+13, 12 February 1971. A starting adapter allowed matting 
to be laid in two directions simul taneoUB~, and the 3,232 foot run-
way was completed at D+16 with the first 0-1.30 landing on the matted 
surface at 1545Ho At this time only 10 percent of the A.M.2 main strip 
had been repairedo> As soon as the aS~8u1t etrip \orR'" ~ornpleted TF 326 
returned to the control of tn", 326th Engineer Battll,1,_ ('.:.: - ~ ~ 
completion of the assaUlt strip, t.he Z7t.n Engineer dattalion begl:l.u "-:'0 
construct connecting taxiways and a 8)() foot by 350 foot parking apron. 
As each aNa vas 8haped~ compacted 9 and peneprimed, matting was laid. 
All taxiways between airstri p8 were oompleted by D+28. 'When the repairs 
to the main strip "11'1". completed on D+JO~ 1 Maroh 1971, the airfield, 
le'8 the 8)0 foot by );-) !\)ot parking apron, was fUll,. operational. 
AI an inter .l.m..me.a-,~ .... ,he old parking ramp between the two runway- was 
repaired and va. used throughout the operation. The mximum number ot 
C-1.:l) sorties using this configuration was 79 in one dq. 

go BegInning on D-DaY:1 while QL=9 vas being opened by the 45th 
Engineer Group, A C.OIU08r.,( o' ?'th Engineers of the 1st Brigade, 5th 
Infantry Dl visiOl: (Mach) .,'is cutting a new trail through the jungle 
and mountaloso The unit moved off of QI.,...9 approximate~' six kilometers 
north of Vandergrift and prooeeded along ridges and through the Punch~ 
bowl generally southwest to Khe Sanb, completing the tank trail in 
ten daye o In early Ma.!'~h the road was oontinued from Khe Sanh to the 
Laotian Border approximately eight kilometers north of and parallel 
to QL-9" Prio!" to the v.1thdl"4val pMse~ A Company g 7th Engineers 
with element_ of the 14th Engineer Battalionlmproved the section 
of road between Khe Sanh and Vandegrtft 01 red.u~lng steep grades 
so that it could acc6pt five ton wnee..Led. vehicles, and it was used 
for the withdrawal of unite from the Khe Sanh are8 . ., Supplementing the 
construction of a road parallel to QL:.9 trom Vandegrift to the border, 
addi tional tact.teal tank trails were cut into the J UDgJ.e and JIOuntains 
by A OOlllp&1l1, 7th Engineer Battalion" TheBe trails were used by the 
armored cavalry and artillery units to screen the main'suPPly line 
in the south, see Appendb: 10 

K-5 
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ho In add! tion to th~ (,Dn s'l '" I.i,:'tl .. 01.' of fA oi 11 tie s for fixed wing 
aircraft at Khe Sanb, there ~fj. a le~'ge requirement for the parking, 
rearming and r~fueling of t!l~ h~ ~ te,:,,~·tEfr~ used In this operation. 
Beginning on D-Da.;r reS!1D and l-ef;.lel pdds "W'!re oonstrul!ted at Vanrlegrift 
and pads at Khe Sanh W!"e s~t6d when the first heaV1 equipment tt.{'l'J.wd 
on D+J. During tb.e tl.l'st phadt': 'Of t.h~ operatIon the old (AM2) st..rip 
at Khe Sanh was used to park helicopterB while the engineers attempted 
to repair the strip., Thi" 'Waf; t!l~~i..cany necessary)l bat caused a delay 
in the repair of the fieldo ilnen the eartnW'Ork vas completed on the 
airstrip1l engineer equi?!flent 'W8.S ~om.nU tt<6d to the oonstru!!tion of 
220,000 square meters of hel!'~'}pte'r parking areas in the Kht8 Sanh areao 
In addition, a refuel/rearm facility lind 40 9000 SM of helicopter park'" 
ing area was construoted at La.ng Ve1 and 30))000 SM area. at Mai LoCo 

On D+27 11 26 February 1971" a h8.~d:rdou8 (l..,!'.ldl tioD existing at the Khe 
Sanb rearm/retuel point vas rE:(iognh;~o StIlrting at 2000H and working 
through the night9 the 27th Engineer Ba~tallon do~ers construoted ten 
six toot berms appr04imate~ 10 mete~s long by f1~8t light the next 
morning, to protect the airf1eld facilIties from accidentally fired 
rockets. 

10 After the ini tUil Opt!~Htg of Q,L,9 and .mile the work continued 
at Khe Sanh airfield)' general en~1n,eEll' support was provIded to XXIV 
Corps units by the 14th aM 2'tth EngJ.n~er Battalions., The sweeping 
ot roads tor mines beeamb a daily t4sk)' although in general there 
was little mining activit yo Urd. ts l"1!{j6ived support in the prepar­
ation of" defensive positions and 9.1"tillery units in the positioning 
ot their gunso 

j. In Vie\( of the g!'e&t ri'~!Lbe,;' of fixed and rotary 'Wing sorties 
at the rearm/refuel potntf> and the ]feo~ntng of the Khe Sanh airfield, 
it was necessary to station fire fighti ng equipment and personnel 
at the torward baBe. The request wa sent. out to USAECV on D+20 
and on D+28 ther~ \Mre f1rett"U",,1r~ \11th t.lhHt.1J at Khe San.b~ Vandergritt~ 
and Lang Veio The \1:rev.s re:nained on location until each of' the bases 
closed, aDd at the end of the "~r'l;\i,i:on9 aD the base at Mai Loo became 
the forward rearm/refuel polnt.l) flftt fighting equipment and men were 
moved into that areao 

k. On D+J8, 9 MaNh 1971 y a (',="~)O air¢raft while, landing on the 
assault strip at Khe Sanh 10'Jt th.e :rea:!:' weel ott the right laming 
gear. Th. axle dropped dow O~lt.o the aixctEltrip and vas dragged for a 
distance of 1 ~?OO feet dow th~ stripo The damage ranged from a light 
scratch to a deep gouge Whe~~ the plane touched down. Inspection ot 
the strip revealed that 395 panelfl wre damaged and 'i1Jj panels vere 
d .... d to th. point vb6r. r~pla.cement m:1,ht b. requiI'tlld. Although 
replaoe_nt panels had ~en !"eq\u~sf".,d for MX19 it was determined that 
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there ver$ none in c"~~rH:r}' t.lnd wre not 1mmediate17 a_ilable. On the 
basis ot this intormah::~: 1\ ws decided to attempt the repairs with 
aD epoJO" ce:ment" S",\I ,:",,'.<t'l tAG~..G wre conduct.d based on the :manufaotur­
ers recOJmllenda1t.i~n!, lInf. ~t:.xtu.reB of sand and epca;y between .3a 1 and 
1: 1 JII1% b7 volume Pl"llt<r:! d1!d the! range of conslstenCJ DeCeB88.1'7 to obtain 
thadesired patching l"lIifOults tilth the 'a1 mix used in the :moat sever17 
damaged areas. Due to ~\,ld watber» the epo:s:;r required about twice the 
normal curing time renul ting in six days' tor the repair completion. 
The epo:q patching proved to be successful and withstood 0..1.30 trattic 
throughout this op6re:t it'll. 

I. In add~ tl~!\ to the da:maged caused b7 the C-1 ~ laMing gear II 
eneDW' shelling caused da..magod .which required rapid repair. On 17 March 
1971 the first artillery round bit the run ..... 7, and the shelling con­
tinued throughout th6 rest ot the operationo The 27th Bngineer Battal­
ion had a repatr C're~ l'aai.'..y at all times to remove da:maged panels 
and replace th6t1. Th~ ('ou':"agaous effort&: ot these :men working in the 
hbull.ere" should not g~ unmentioned. As va8 dODa tor other t1J)8s ot 
damage, AM.2 wa~ norme.lly :repla~i\Id by sliding out an entire laterial 
row ot :matting" ,jny dA1~gt:d Ir'JC19 panel bad to be removed and replaoe­
ment panel su'b6t.LtuteG" !:':p;;.;:q vas used sucoesstully to repair small. 
fragment holelS and tea!-!!!.o A sketch ot the airfield porva71118 shelling 
incidents is eontained in Appendix )0 

1110 The airf16ld matting at Khe Sam was too valuable both in 
dollars and as I't cont1n)$en..:'.'y stockage material to be len. in plaoe 
after the operat1oI'.o Aft.l!'lr evaluating tho condition ot the matting, 
the MX19 assault l ... .mWy b.nd conneot1rJg ta.xiways were giWD top priority 
tor remowl follo1«'!d by th-e 000 tq3!'<l foot parking aproD. The old 
AM2 strip was to -r'e~ln j n olnt;", because of it. age 9 patched cond! tion 
and the requi~~!!t fol' orle ~~'l..t.tr~y for retrograde of all cwses of 
supplies A.Dd. _t.tlng t!l:ec: .\pptiooh: 4) «I 

Do Un D1".4~ ;?~J }~_';',h 1'171 9 ... 'Ork began removing a portion of the 
M&1 (SJO by J;,J foo·~i :.," r'i!!',g apron slur,;.· bot.b ClirtJtripe vere still 
required. At ·j60GP. th" ~~t.JL'..cl. .!a, 1 t 'WaS de-ciued that the aasaul t runway 
vas no longel Dded(t.d, <il),J.I,)/k -was di:V'et't.ed from the parking apron. 
The 27th l!:ngine~H' Ba'tt4!'tlion n;;o"'ffld in additlonal. personnel and began 
a 24 hour oper6i.ttoll eond ~ ;') ... (;1), .31 lI'l8.1"cn 1971 9 all AH2 aDd MX19 which 
bad been emplaced durir~ ;i,YSON 7'19 (.xcept for repair of the old run­
var) bad ~en l1!:fmo"1~o 'fh.e MBa 1: parking apron was not removed be('.ause 
of the tact.ical situatl(t~JI the great a:mount ot time required and li1l1ted 
Balnge value of the mato A total ot 868 tons ot :matting were nown and 
truck hauled b'om Khe ~;anh 
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c. Maintenance and l.mt~o'!lel'leld.; ~It ~I-9 vas a continuous tunction 
of Companies B aM D, 14th !:';B d.tH'ing all phases of the operationc The 
bridge and approaches at Xi} 't b,:j.,j l'ema1r.ed as a bottleneek dur1ng moat 
of the operation (see !ntelllg6v,:)!f pB.l'agl"A}:h, thls.l'hhex); atMt-tt ; 
vas onl7 through blastulg that th6 appl'(Ia~hea to the single lane A\'L8 
could be improved to pass S&P tt'U~ks" By D+ :39)1 10 l<1a.:r-ch 1971, a second 
crossi. site had been prepared aln another AVLB was plaGed in an at­
tempt to make the turning radIus larger at the orossing., On D+4O a 
storm caused a partial washout ot" the abutments on the original bridge 
am traffic was dinned 'to t.hf. illlpr-oved crossing from then ono 

p. During the peak of the ope:r'at1,on the road vas oerring an 
average of 1,000 vehicles per day 0 In order to guarantee the con ... 
tinued 8erviceabillty of the rt'c1'tey rlv~r run gravel \l8.S placed on 
cri tical sections, usually nee r bridge bypasses 0 On D+ 39, 10 March 
1971, a crusher 'Was iI'Wtal.led at Ca Lu which crushed 684 cub1c metere 
of river run rock ~~ be used for rQed improvement. The decision to 
install tbe crusher ~5 ba~ed on a longe~ time duretionof the oper~ 
etien, and vas snbaequent:ly \Wed onlJ eight days. On D+3)1 an AVLB 
launcher cr088e~. ,.,..at bd .. d~~ nt. Xl. 918416 causing the bridge to 
collapse. An AV.l~ ws r:la~C! a'!rCl88 the gap and traf1'ic was again, 
able to paS80 A seCond bridge aolJ speed and had to be replaced at 
In 981531. On D-t~ a }~8:t t2?'k'. t't:tl"~lvcr towing .. ~i48"nk crossed 
the 90 foot double s!llgle eel. ~f:Y b:d.dge at Xi) 9825.31 ,which bad been 
posted as class 55, c"nap.~.ir!g the b1"idge 1d:th the vehicles ta.ngled ill 
the debriso The bridge and \~hi~le8 uere removed aDd another Bailey 
bridge iD8talled in four dayev ;".f.. ~L 9 ~st or Ca Lu was lmproved p some 
ot the initiall, installe:d brtdgee ..... -e!"e removed or replacedo The 
tinal count on taetiCal b.drl.g~:I::i lrmts.UI!d ws 81x ){4!6 fixed spans 
(38 t.et) and five AVLB:e" 

qo During the final p~t,a~ f}r t~~~ or..eraUon 14th Engineer- Bat,.. 
tallon aDd A Company .. 7th ;'.ng1!1eet liatkiliofl TeJOOved the taGtical 
bridges from Qt 9, l'U 1},'o3, .3 ~"ri.i 197", f' three of the M.41'6 bridges 
and one AVLB, alJ of whien bar! ~;..,.?(( bypa~scSy wt'e removed and trans­
ported back to Quang cr~·1. 0 On? ··.9:r11 1971 $l following the withdrawal 
of the final tacticltl uni t9 fJ'..;;t:l Khe ~la.nhi' all remaining tactical 
bridges vest of ea l,u \fere t'ell1Ov!'d 9,nj re:tr-ogradedo The final bridge, 
a Bailey, vas reJl'iOved by t.h":J 14th'n~il16t;1:t Ba.ttalion on 8 April 19'710 

6. (C) Results" crhe aceom:pl.hhm.ents ·of all engineer Unite during 
LAMSON 719 were outstanding and the DOrale and 8pirit of the troops 
reained high ewnthougb they ...vrL::ed a minimum ot 18 hours a d81 0 

40 The· airfield at lhe 5.anb 'io/e..6 »onBtructed to higher standards 
than originally planned, eaU$ing :Sullie delay in completiono The neoas .. 
slty tor helicopter,. to U$(:l tl.e runways tor parking areas during the 
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earJ.y ph8.8f::5 "1' k~, ,::'-:1- ',t1.(;m ,;;.80 slowed the completion.. QL-9 open­
ing was achia'-">3.; iL:'., "'!'~.',1 c-,n:] maintenance and upgrade ot the road 
proceeded to 8 l'llgiH:>; ,',,"" "i ~'(~ :'c'ad than expected.. Demand tor support 
tor helicop.t:l' :'~:, /'" l," ,'I:;' It-,-ceeded r-equirements determined during 
the pl.aIUl.u!i; , Lnt:f,. ~ i. C : -: 'Jnst.:uctlon caused pre'rioualy planned tasks 
to sllp due t;) t.h~ h.~b ,~,du,d t.,y of the helicopter operations.. Support 
to seperate b!,,!g8.d~b Ql '..:! ..,islC1na,l eng1neer units wA,salw"83'8 tiMly 
and protessioMi.'LY dO!le, 

a. iliheQ th~ ;:'~n .i;.f.,o,:J':.,<, . .1jl the dust problem began. The requirement 
tor peDe'Pd.m.e I'W~;-,.mt;~.;,~ -the t.:rsnspor1.ettion assets available to SUP=' 
po'.rt the ope~'~~~{Jl" "4'1 ,)+6, ; February 1971Sl the eagineera were 
foreed to l\Cl!!Z\rl..ti.:;, •• b,')y.::: and fIve ton dumps, to assist in the movement 
of pt"neprimt t.: r,t...!:: .-anh" In ltdriit10n to the transportet1on of peneprime 
and matting n.eeef'd ';c: ',-\;.'i:;;'. 't,he engin6el" effort on scheduleg the eag1Deel' 
trucks \It'reo OCCbl::::~"-·rI.,~~, 'f t,,;~ki:C to mO"VeI ammutdtion to forward artll1e17 
POSitioDSot 

bo The eng1nt'l".tr'fl C'r~n ~;lnueJ in tlle1:r one permanentlY assigned 
mission to suppo!"'t Co .. ~t.J unl t$ ."With ~otable \later'. Purification 
Wli'is were l~a ted to :SUP" Ly Vand~gtf ("'- ,,:.nC~ Khe Sanh bases during the 
entire operatic!!.. Thl'1, ~"l!'"tagfl da1 ~ 'V ,:.mi.j.:.-ut was approximately 60 DOOO 
gallons pe~ d~yc 

flo 'ihe &u.:.8lttt :::11,:;1'[: ~:" the \~anh beC:;aJDe dl!ilDElged 'When a C .. 1')) 
landed. and lce~,,; a. wh(\p.l., It~ apP6ttl'ed that th6 airstrip would be 
closed l'C,t- t'De 0;;" to· ... \) 'I.Ie;;;II.,p.~ At thfJ same time that this incident 
occurred ll the t~l,d. .t'\Jlwey ~t. fh~ :~iinh, .mich had been repaired and 
reopened, .as uucl.a::r"'E;!;. r ""~; :'tdd I th1Ml repairs due to subgrade failure .. 
Lack of e'LW08S:'I 1.1'1 1'eakl':!nf; dA.lllb8ed panels as l'8.pidlJ on the AM2 strip'p 
and the ·t~ of .jl' ... "!::q~'t": ;!I;'~ L:tedi' Pl'Ompt.:d the idea ot repair instead 
of replacement of tJ'.e }!J.fi l)8ru:.l~ 0 Previous -welding attempts weT'e 
not sat!.raotcy:{, .'''li:·t~<,t (:e~'f"ent (AP) was tried and fo'UlXl to be 
unsuitable(> !i:pcu";Y s€:<eme.d td be a ;S.olutlono A call vas pla~ed to 
USAECV and vlthf~, t .. -ent) fOlli' bout"s the first EltpoJC;Y shipment arr1'1fed .. 
S.Teral 'test., 'WI!'re ¢',jnCi.~::ted aCClording to maDUf'aaturer8l recommendat1oD8 
and .1 t vas decided. that three sand to one epox;r c_.at. 'b7 'VOlume 
7ielded t.be desired r-esult.s upon setting.. For small holes ;0 percent 
IS8.nd and fj) percent !)P(fXy 'IofU u.se-do A test va8: also conducted employ ... 



~tl>~O\IICEO "T THE N"TION"L ARCHIVES 
t:·-:: ; 

Annex K (Engineer) to C~b~~ ~~at10ns After Action Report LAMSON 719 

ing pure epoxy cement? but ~~ consIstency was too fluid and proved 
unsa tis factory 0 Another PI' ... b.!. em developed during the repair operation" 
Since rain kept the air~b'tp _,:-1. and the manufacturer warned that 
vater prevented a bond. f1"om. (,;:iog formed between the epoxy and matting, 
a method had to be develcpeu to keep the damaged area dry prior to 
epoxJ/sand application~ The problem vas solved by working under canvas 
and drying the mat with a tor<:h, 

b. After the X'epe.i1'~ to the l-~'~9 strip were completed the strip 
was opened and in all ctises the patching held and received all traffic 
until the strip ~s closed for removal and retrograde 18 days later. 
When the .trip was removed a.veru of the panels whioh bad been patohed 
vere inspected aOO the epoxy/sand mixture showed no sign of damageo 

9. (C) Comment 

a. From 12 to 15 JanuaT'j'" 1971 iI the Commanding Officer ~ 45th 
Engineer Group (Const) was the only engineer involved in the initial 
planning of LAMSON 7190 Through his personal reconnaissance, and 
study of available photos and dat6~ initial work estimates were made, 
which on the opening of Qtr-=>9 p!"Yl!ed to be excellento The selection 
of culvert and bridge B.1tes for preassembled material vas instrumental 
in the rapid opening to wheeled ~r4ftiQo The 45th Engineer Group 'was 
assigned and accomplished missions critioal to the entire operation, 
which required throughout the operat1on 9 concentrated m&n&gement of 
a large variety of equipm6nt.~ personnel p am materials o 

b.. 'l'he problem of s t.o(kage and issue of aIrfield matting must 
be solved. Except for' constant contact betwen the XXIV Corps 
Engineer section9 the ~~, ;\rmy SnginM(r C4IDll1aIld, and the USAF 834th Air 
Division the proper amounts of matting would n&ver have arrived. It 
is important that the 1"Els~lJ~ibl~ supply agency establish proper stock­
eae for matting and li&it its 1s~ue to bonafide aIrfield proje~.:' 
Much of the matting shipped to libn Sanh 'W11S used for bunkers and struc", 
tures which should have been constnlded of timber materials. 

Co The 45th Engineel" Gl'OUp \.laS OPOON to XXIV Corps for 24 days, 
then reverted to control of thtl 18th Engineer Brigade.. Had the group 
remained in th. OPCON statu~ for the entire operationp the command 
relationships for the group commander woUld have been simplero As 
it waa, he had to allSwer to two headquarters and at times was required 
to divert his attention from one mission to anothero In any future 
operations of this magnitude 9 the supporting un! ts should be OreON 
to the Corps or controlling headquarterso 
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d. The ~onst~·l.l.!;.:tiQr.. ')1' tilf< af~e.u1t runway vaS a mission critical 
to the large logist..!. t~ "~qUi f-ements of 1...A.M30N 719.. The strip vas con­
structed in five a~y~ ,-Y: ·.~l.,,·Jvel.y level terra1n.. The subgrade material 
waa clay with a high":J.te: ..:'()ctent.. Cone pentrometer and caR tests 
were taken during constl i.?.: "J.on.. Nessured 80il strength values varied 
somewhat in cut and ttL 86(,ti(lDS t but indicated that the fields 
abiU ty to aceept C ... 1,;30 traff1c would at best be marginal.. The first 
landing confirmed thE' test 1ndl¢atio~o The immediate reaction vas 
to recompact \lith h~e.\CiEH·"roljer8 and place matting. This was a fortun­
ate 1I.0n because the field actually developed into much more than as 
assault strip as the Alta i;lT:X'ip took much longer to repair (30 days) than 
anticipated. AI'l1 simi1"&:f' tac.ti\3al operatioD i 'Which places great impor­
tance on the immediate opening of an assault field should emphasize the 
need for early evalUAtion of soil propertifls.. Testing should be done 
immediately and en~ineering- .evalu&t.ions made to determine maD1!Il1m 

sol1 denaittes and Itl"ength~ tyoe compaction methods and equipment 
required, a.nC. of courE.~!) 'Whethd(, or not existing soU conditions vili 
permit constru(;tlQ!l llS o~lRtnfl-:''ty conceivedo 

e. Rap:1d roepair O~"J,L-..tI.~In.W mat.ting panels need. reneved interest 
by R&D ageoo!..,~~ 'l't.~ Il1~th<":l~ :iho..m in TM 5=337 aM other technical 
manuals rely on 5a~ \::ut t..k.I:Ig' til damaged pane! in order to remove it from 
the airfield o Thh meth~1. pro~ed unsu~cess!'u1g or at least too slovg 
tor a variety of rea30~" Spe~i~l bladea required were not in the 
supplY s,ystem and not a~ilaol~ despit.., special efforts ot procurement. 
Cutting with we!.ders and .fa~kh8.Jll/ll.ers -was also used,\) but proved slov 
and occassionally damaged ~d~lac~nt 1D4tting panelso On an AM2 strip 
it is p<>Saibloe and lII.OSl, t1~Rl, to slide out an entire two foot 
section pe:r~Mi.cuh:l'" to the rutH.ray 'Until the damaged panel is off 
the run\rc'...y, a.nd 00',. l;a.n't J. ~ ~lld i~ Uti. divNlJfd. ISl.cUOIIo A front 
loader proved to be ~ ':~!, t ~llt lor pushing th~ paneb through the runway" 
The suggested pattern for- ..Laying H,'{19 maT,tag does not alloW' tbis pro­
cedure, and requires etthe~ individual panel removal and replacement 
or remo-val and relaying ct' e large po::r.tion of the f1eldo The question 
ot pa1lel design '<thl.:h inC'on:xH'&tM '1 i!tllpl.e method of .1IIdividual panel 
removal 1Il'U8t be ad.d"!."e:.s{.~j 0 

to For repa.i:r of' hol~~ in matting9 epoxy cement ws found, to be 
an eXCellent mat...eril1!" Although no sct.antlfio data. can be providad~ 
use ot epoAY in the ~\l~'l£it,,~.;ti-,~n imuatry for similar repair, a,ndtbe 
excellent behavi):~ .;;.1' till:: ~P')XY p8t~hes UIlllel" actual dynamic l,:>&'llng 
colld1 tiona 9 'WOuld. i .. ..aJ.~a ~;e;; :St.t~:;;·cB;} of t.hi~ methodo More investigation 
should pro(,;8ed by R&D agencies to te'St -other p berhaps better, materials 
such as joint COiUpOuOO3.. plallS tics il aepbal te!J eUll. It should be noted 
that aluminum welding vith inert. gas attachment to arc welder proved 
UDBatisfact~. Ei the,;: the l&.ck of experienced welders or improper 
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Appendix 5 (Statistical Data) to Annex K (Engineer) to Combat Operations 
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1 • Amount of me. t ting !,;,l"lN.!d.! 

bo MI-19 

189 9968 SF (total in place vas 320,18:> SF) 

250 9 820 SF 

c. M8l1 2fD!)OOO SF 

2. Amount of matting recovered trom Khe SaM: 

bo MX-19 

c. MSl1 

51 9 552 SF 

2791)816 SF 

99 146 SF 

3. Amount ot peneprime dbt=lbuted~ 396 j 7;() gallons 

4. Tactical bridging employed: 

a. AVLB 8 

b. K4T6 12 

c. Bailey 3 (one damaged ani replaced, one existing repaired) 

50 Culverts imp1aced~ 

b. ?O feet s~6t1oms 2 

60 Kilometers of QL 9 wtdenJ!>u to ti ve meters or mortu 23 

70 Kilometers of tank trail constl"1lC:ted~ 60 

80 Helicopter pads c©DSt:;ru.::teds 3» pOOO SM 

9. Rearm/retuel pads C'onst1"Uc:ted~ 4 (60~OOO 8M) 

100 Amount of land cleared: 1I01.v430 acres 

110 Areas cleared of mines; 

ao Roads 40 kilometers per day 

bo Areas Group 4 
Downgraded at 3 year 
intervals; declassified 
atter 12 years 
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12. Amount ot protective berms constructed: 501500 LF 

13. Amot.mt of' rock spread on QL 9: ;~437 CY 

14. Amount or potable water produced: 2~OOO 11000 gallons 
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Appendix 6 (Chronology of Critical EwDts) to Annex K (Engineer) to 
Combat Operations After Action Report LAM30N 719 

30 Jan - D-Day 14th Engineer Battalion began vork on QL 9. Task 
Force 326 landed at Kbe Sanh aDd began work on airfield 
and QL 9 .. 

31 Jan co D+1 QL 9 opened to Khe Sanh at 11.30H. 27th Engineer 
Battalion moved heavy equipment to Khe Sanh. 

1 Feb - D+2 Began construction of FSA 26-1. 

2 Feb., D+.3 AVLB launcher crossed class 35 M4T6 bridge and caused 
bridge to collapse .. 

3 Feb - D+4 AVLB placed Where M4T6 bridge collapsedo Tank ret­
riever towing a tank crossed a class 55 Balley bridge 
aDd caused failure of bridge 0 

4 Feb CD D+5 Began constru.ction of FSA 26-2. Dirt assault runway 
completed 15JOHo First C 130 landed at Khe Sanb~ pro­
duced six to eight inch ruts in dirt assault runway. 
Decision made to mat entire strip. 

5 Feb co D+6 Heavy compaction equipnent moved to Khe Sanh. 

6 Feb - D+7 QL 9 opened to the Laotian border. Began construction 
of helicopter pads at Kbe Sanh. 

7 Feb - D+8 Nev Bailey bridge constructed where failure occured D+4. 

8 Feb - D+9 Began hauling supplies and materials for Support 
C ()JDJD8 nd • 

11 Feb ... D+12 Began laying MX19 matting on assault runway. 

14 Feb = D+15 CH47 helicopter raised 400 feet of matting and shifted 
it out of alignment. Approximately six hours required 
to slide it back into place& 

15 Feb C> D+16 Assault runway matting completeds) second C1.30 landed 
successfully at Khe Sanh. Field opened to Cl.30 oper­
ations.. Task Force 326 released from oro ON to 45th 
Engineer Groupo 

16 reb - D+17 Began construction ot taxiways. 

17 Feb - D+18 Began construction of helicopter areas at Lang Veio 

Group 4 
Downgraded at 3 year 
intervals; declassified 
after 12 years 
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Appendix 8 (ARYN :&n!ineer ~ffort) to Annex K (Knsineer) to Combat 
Operationa After Action Report LAMSON 719 

7 Feb - 0+8 

't 

8 Feb ~D+9 

9 Feb - D+10 

10 Feb - D+l1 

11 Feb - 0+12 

13 F.b - 0+14 

14 Feb -D+15 

16 Feb - D+17 • 

25 Feb - 0+26 

Co B, 102d En~r Bn was lifted from Cam Lo to FSB Phu 
Loc at XD 686454 with the 1st Ranger Gp, and con­
Itructed the fire base at that location to include 
helipads, artillery positions, defensive poaitiona, 
and 180CH of roads. The 101at 'Engr Bn moved to Ta Bat 
~7m~. · 
The 101st Engr Bn crossed the Laotian Border and 
opened QL-9 to m 615381 installing two' culverts in 
the road. 

The 101 at :&ngr Bn opened QLci.oo XD 558378. 

QL-9 opened to .m 527385. 

118th Engr Co (1£) began clearing area.around Ta Bat 
airfield. 

Began opening of Route 14 (XD 525422) and con­
struction of A Lotd FSB. Work.included construction 
of defensive posit.ions, artillery positions and 
emplacement of 3 anti-tank minefields: two (2) at 
'FSB 31, and one (1) between xn 512392 and XD 525391. 
Work was also began on the construction of LZ Lima • 

. Began construction of FSBs at XD 525422, m 692216, 
(Hotel 2) and XD 534344 (Delta 1). 

Belan .construction of a FSB at XD 502407 and 
expanding the one at XC 686454 (Phu l..Qc). lJ.ements 
of the 118th l.ngr Co (LC) began clearinc both sides 
of QL-9. Initially 1 COl were cleared on each side 
of the road but this was lB.ter reduced to 50M each 
lide. 

Attacks by indirect and direct fire and numerous 
minin& incidents began against the 118th ~gr Co 
(LC) on QL-9 slowing progreBs considerably • 

. 2 Mar - 0+31 Minefield emplaced at XD 686454 (Phu Loc). 

6 Mar - D+35 Hines emplaced on Ho Chi Minh Trail from lD 525341 
~ to In 529335. 

8-K-2 • 
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Appendix 8 (ARVN Engineer EIfort) to Annex I (E.n&ineer) to Combat 
Operations After Action Repo~t LAMSON 719 

1. The ARVN I Corps planninggoup did not include the Corps I.ngrj 
10th J.ngr Gp Commander~ All iilitial engineer planning to include 
material and equipment estimates was conducted by the I Corps G-4. 
From theae plannin! conferencee fra~entary orders were issued to the 
eI1&ineer8 for the movement of _troops from their home base. On D-l , 
29 Jan 71, the I Corps ~r/10tiL£ngr Gp Commander was briefed at Dong 
Ha. 

2. The 8th ARVN J.ngr Gp Comma.nder was not briefed on his mission, to 
support the I AlC in construction of Lo~istical Areas, prior to the 
initiation of the operation. This caused a delay in the completion 
or conetruction on two separate occasions as additional equipment 
and personnel were required to move from Da Nang in eupport of a. 
particular construction project. Both projects could have been ade­
quately planned had the engineers been allowed proper time for planning. 

3. The followi.n& i8 a chronological listing of event.: 

31 Jan - D+1 

1 Feb - 0+2 

2 Feb - 0+3 

3 Feb - 0+4 

Units of the 10th ARVN E~r Gp 8tat,ioned in Da Nan& 
depart for DOI1& Ha. 

Units closed Dong Ha. 

The 101 at Engr Bn, 10th I.ngr Gp moved from Hue to 
Oa Luo The 102d I.ngr Bn (-) cl08ed lhe Sanh and 
be!an clearing aesemblT areas and constructing 
bunkers for the I Corps Forward CP, the 1st In! 
Di v and ht .A.irborne Di v. 

10 1st Engr Bn closea Ihe Sanh at 1115 hours; 
Attachment specified in ARVN operations orders 
#19 & 1J20 became effective as follows: 

Hqs & A Companies, 
Co B ~ 102d &gr Bn 
Co C, 102d Engr Bn 
101 et Engr Bn 

l02d i.n&r Bn attached to 1st In! Div 
1st Ban&er Gp 
1at .A.m. r Bde 

1st Airbor'ne Di v 

'4 Feb - D+>- -One company of the 8th i.ngr Gp clolled lhe Sanh and 

6 Feb - D+7 

began construction of 10gi8tical areas for I ALe. 

118th £ncr .Co (LC) (-) closed Kbe Sanh. Two dozers 
were attached to I ALe to assist the 8th Mer Gp, and 
an additional &ompa.ny from the 8th In&r Gp was moved 
to Khe Sanh to hasten the completion or the logistical 
area.. Two other land clearing dozers were attached to 
the 1st Airborne Div to clear their CP area. 

8-K-l Group 4 
Downcraded at 3 year 

I intervals,; declaaei!ied 
after 12 year. 
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Appendix 8 (ARYN :.n,ineer Krfort) to Annex K (Engineer) to CQlD.bat 
Operations After Action Report LAJ.fSON 719 

4. 

19 Mar - D+48 to 
23 Mar - D+52 

On 1 9 Mar the 101 st i.ngr Bn a.nd Co C, l02d Bn 
moved along· QL-9 from A LOu! to FSB Alpha. On 
20 Mar these units with the 2d PIt, 118th Engr 
Co (LC) moved to Bravo with the armored column. 
Tank positions were prepared at Bravo. During 
the period 21 - 23 Mar, unite proceeded to Ta 

27 Mar - 0+56 

28 Mar - D+57 

. Bat. During this m.ove, all equipaent was lost 
after a decision was made to leave QI.-9 in favor 
of a trail, a stream croll8in«, and 2 fords on 
the Xe Pon river. 

The lOt.h &gr Gp (- Co B, l02d:&ngr an) returned 
to their home basea. . 

Co B, 102d En&r Bn was lifted to XD 686454 and 
emplaced an anti tank minefield. 

Summary of work accomplished. 

a. Strel1(th of 10th Engineer Group units (1 Mar) and . ca.ual ties. 

UNIT STRll.NGTH CASUALTIiS 
KIA WIA TOTAL 

101 Bn 354 20 49 69 
102 Bn 350 6 55 61 
10 Group Hq 21 
116 P. B. Co 67 -117 F. B. Co 53 ....... '2 2 127 F. B. Co 80 -114 D. T. Co 26 0 2 2 
115 L. It. Co (Included in 0 1 1 

others) 
118 L. c. ~o 73 12 1J 

TOTAL 1024 Z7 121 148 

b. Major work accanplishment.: 

(a) Construct 11 ma.jor fire aupport bases ate Ta Bat, Phu toe', A Lolli, 
Lang Vei, Hotel 2, Delta 1, Alfa, Bravo, New Phu 10c (Don& A Hai), Hill 31, 
and Snabe. 

(b) Construct, open, or improve ,6 !dlemetera of road. 
KM 

QL-9 (Ta Bat to A Loui); install 6 culverts (Brdg 1-6) 2b 
"'t'> i!!\>:JlL1r~ri-':'---: : . ......:.. ;.:, ~ 
,\t;\; >: :~'; f'_. .. . 8-K -3 

"" ... 
" 
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Appendix 8 (ARVN I:n&ineer Ufort) to Ann.x. K (Bncineer) to Combat 
Operations After Action Report LAMSON 719 

Ta Bat Airfield Access Road 2.5 
Route 14, A toui 7.5 
Red Devil Drive, improve only (Khe Sanh Airfield to 15 
New Phu 1oc) 
QL-9 (In 830379) 'to Snabe Hill (In 841345) 5 

(c) Provide 5 demolition teams (3 to 5 men each) per eIllineer company 
utilized to destroy supplies and equipnent when circumstances prevented 
evacuation. 

(d) Provided major land clearing at the followin& locations: 
Square Meters 

I Corps Tac/1st Div, Ham Nghi 40,000 
FSB A Loui 70,000 
FSB Ta Bat, Lao Bao Airfield and acceas roads 230,000 
FSB Phu Lac 10,000 
Sta,1n& Area, 118 LC (Vic Ta Ba.t) 5,000 
101 Bn, Vic A Loui 30,000 
Read from QL-9 to FSB Snabe 40,000 
QL-9 from Ta Bat to 1.5 kilometers welt of Alpha 50,000 
(In 580371) 40 - 100 meters 701,600 

TOTAL 1,176,300 

'e) Construct 7 anti-tank minefields at: A Loui (2), Hill 31 (2), 
Delta 1, Phu Lac, and. New Phu Lac. 

8-K-4 
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1.. (U) Operdtion IZWII C.lUl'YON II and the follo\,ling operation, LAMSON Tl9 j 'WIiS 

initiated on 30 Ja." 71~ at" wnich time Headquarters, XXIV Corps (F0rward) ~elocat~ 
ed to Qllang Tri Combat BaRe. COHUSMA.L>-V declared an embargo on news coverage ·Jf 
the entire operation on 29 Jan 71, and it was the task ot the mv Cor})6 Inform­
ation Officer to insure that all correspondents in the area were made aware of 
the e1:lbargo. The Da Nang Press Center was in l:.he precess of closing, an~j th.e Inc 
formation Office of the 1st Br1gade~ 5th Infantry Division (Mech) was r~t~ ade­
quately staffed or equipped to handle the large influx of civilian and rllili -tart 
correspondents arriving to cover these operations. The XXIV Corps Information 
Officer established a press carol) at Quang Tri airfield on 31 Jan 71 to pr:)v:.'.d~ 
mess and billeting aceoJIIIIDdations, to arrange transportations and to ext.e!:d ad.· 
mir.iatrative and oommunications assistance to MACV accredited il) rrespondcnts 
arri v.:.ng in the area of operations q 

2. (u) :t-1ISSI(l~ 0 TC' perform public information and command infonnatic::l lli!lctbr.c.:; 
ill BUPiXlrt of Operation DEWEY CANYON 1I.IL.AK.SCfi 719, and to provide press C:3I'lp 
aervicea ~~df~cilities for MACV accredited representatives. 

30 (u) EXl!l":UTION 0 

80 Gene:::oalo The XXIV Corps Information Office (FWD) was established a.nd bec~ 
came operational.' at Quang Tr-i Combat Dase on 30 Jan 710 The Quang Tri Press Camp 
became operational at the Quang Tri airfield on 31 Jan 71. (See Appendix 1.1 Or­
gan1z4 tional Chart) • 

b. Publie Informationo 

(1.) Within the bounda of military secUl'1ty.9 the rolley wail to provide MI'~E"­
ly, 1'actw;"J.)1 complete, and understandable information concernlng US partiCi­
pation and support of the operation and to afford accredited correspondents 
the opportunity t.( gather and transmit news as expeditiously as p~158ible .. 

(20) Nl embargo 'was placed on Oper~tion DEWEI CAXYON n on 3C J .. n '(~~ ::';;.t' 
the safety of partiCipating troops. This embargo was lifted at 08JO (aNT)~ 
4 Feb 71 (1630 Saigon time) 0 The press corpa was notifiec' tha.t.~ I1ThE: en:~ 
bargo had 6el'ved 1 ts purpose in that our casual ties have been at: an abiJClu:~e 
minilllllm and we now are L~ a position to provide routine coverage of t,he op·· 
eration. 

(3.) Release authority concerning the nperation was maintained by MACV and 
all ground rules contained in MACV Directive )60-1 remained in effect" 

(4 .. ) Evening new-a briefings concerning US unit actions and engag'~lfIentH !veTe 

conduct,ed at the Quang Tn Press Camp beginning on Sunday .. 31 Jan'J,Q,:ry,~ aLd 
terminating on Sunday" 4 AprU.. (See Appendix 2, Sample U~ Evenjng BT'ief'1.I.'l.gj, 

(5.) To avoid confusion in reportingJ) it was announced to the pres"3 on 9 
February that the term DEWEY CANYON II was being discontinu6d" ana t:-Ha'!:­
hencefcrth" US operations in the area would be reported by act·io;tl or fl'ngage· 
ment.. Air and artillery support provided to ARVN operation LAl1SON Il9 f 
which began 8 Febru&r.Y~ would be identified with that operation .. 

L-l 
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!if) • ..Lt. ~ "{{}.~1 h~ta'. vii .~!!:ii'~.b r""ary.. til. Af.(V ~~ spoke!llllall COl'lllt,t,;: (,I'U :1 t;-:,;':' :-'J.!' 

~"'r:~rlCA ~nd P-;i\V!' Ue P!"~-i~;!i; a bl':.;.,ei'ir.g concerninp; ~ .. ttt.JN operatt..·{; 'lft.H:?O~ '/ i..~'. 
l'ffec!.'!.v~ thl~ c.."t!;":, .;<::lnl U;~/dJtVN brl.efl.nP.'s O1~re c,cu(h'I~..!j6~j ~t.. L-r.,-; '~·;sn4" 
':'1'"1 t're{:s C.nr.rp f;·; .. :t.l·I:"!;1i~i~ing l~gJnnt~t at J.t.;;O bonN>., (SlSe !i,~n··H(\i~ .. ~, . 
~:~,f.nl-:. .· .. ~Vt~ ;~Vt::H"d:: h!·lf..;'l.n~~), 

U) -. Pr?;"~t lni'lftO"l'anri.& were issued by thlt XXIV' Corpe tni'orlt.atiOtl 0;";'1 ,."l1" t:, 
(;CNer speeU"ic ~ltuat1.o(d .,..nrI .. /or pl'Oolam ar·e48.. (~ee 4ppel~ .. a.); u;. ~rul!P':'f:' 
~·~m!ol"f.mdum tor CC!"~8pondents),, 

(8) ~ Speeific quer:i.Cl8 by m8mbers' 01' the press were taken at. the e"~n~ng 
hrleting, am the XLIV Corps lrifomatiOll Officer would thera obtain th~ 
desired infor.ation in 8S timely manner 8S vas possible~ 

e • COI!IIland Info1'lll8t.ion. 

(1) ~ M the beginning of' the operation, COJIIIlanders at all L'H'els we:-;>: 
direetad to infoI1ll all participat.ing troops of the purpose of th., 'lDf'or"'" 
aU.onJ t.he lIli~sll)1'! oj' thgir particular unit ... and why their Pt-t.:"t!.cal~r rolr­
was lTU;>0rtant to the success of the ov~rall operation., 

(2).. The XXIV G~)rp., Infol1uatlon Offiee (F';m) published. l1peratw:l l,u'1'-'G!': 
719 06r:'3 highlights ... ~ekly and dl~tr1buted them t.o partic:ipatfn, trrnt''' 
(See AppAndbr " S.rple OperationL,AMSON 119 News Highl'ighte) . 

TJ). Free dist.ribution for .%ars .c Stripes vas made to all pa:"{,!.)'~j.J) ... ~t.~(.~ .. 
;''nits: In coordination with ns!w Int'omation Otftee and t.he <::t,a! .. ··. ,;~ >.,!:!'~.Ol::~, 

11i~tr1i:Jut.itih. a:.Ntelll,) An additional 1~Q(X) copies ot the Stars ~t:g.t·I"'!P;-:: 
·.~er6 airiifted da1l.v tl"OM "Da Nang ";.FR to. i{ne :)f.I.nh for further fjL:;t. ~~ ,"~~';,.~cn 
wit.h the Cla$s ! Snpplies" 

'4). ';'he XY,T:V Corpl') Information Office compiled and produeeri 't" ~',':,.,;.'';: ,}; 

f'i.-.ro--mlmte news :;;ul'lVlll\.,.ie~ teatutdng hlghllf.!.ht.'J. of Operation ! ,j11'1:":t)1.J (1.:i 
1h':H~e pro~rftr.i~. ller-o al~d over AFlm Quane 'i'ri and designed to keep th(; 
"f;.'?,:)~j"· to) t.he ;.'1.:" .. 0. jn1D.~:nfti of 1;.ti'~ p"'O.i!J:;:'f'~ of tile 6p~r-atioTB (.'-:"1.,. '~J:Pf~:h-' 
-j': i\ o~ ,.i~"'r\:"~ '~a'Jio :-pc:J' I I 

:S\ .. 1.L •• i'H ;~r"')")"J.u.<H:;:n .~,f Opera~::..on 'LJiM5l1N '119:. C0IIIII8r.i.:lers ;:,~" pJJ. .... ~ .• {" .• " ... 

..,;I.'.!"t'!: u~d t.o ut.l.lj,~e every command informat.ion tool ava1~!itble t,.1,) ~~HU:'· .. 
ma:ximUIII disf!e11lIla't:l~n of" information about toe result of' too f •• n~~:I~,J.('r( 
d~m 't:> the indi.vidUal soldier.. (See Appendix 1 J oo~ 'XIV GO':P:; '>1<.;':£ :,,:,~~.; j 
D'OO 060612 .~prU 11) 0 . 

d, Rep1l1)l'ie of Vietnam Amad· 'orees·.. Daily activit.y briefings 't,t'l'e :~'h'­
dI.H"tP"; rw r i':O~,!,~:r Tn1'Cl"mRtion Office, These briefings W!'e supp.l~I4~·Jl!.,",.j 
{"Y~! r'al1.1 !.-ii,"j·, ' .• I-:"!: ::"': JJ~~:H'~ _ These briefings provided the bu~!k of h,:,':,,;:·!;;.:"· 
t .. ~:)n ~te;'l~'~::, on ·i.-h.e operation., . Atter 8 February, I Corps Inrorm~jtim'l 
,'!:'flce' g r~~~loM;io.tllty for releasing information inereased ma!"kf'('n.y du~ t.,u 
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ARVN dominance of the .ccmbat operations. In additien to the briefings ard 
wr1 tten releases, I Corps conducted munerous interviews with senior eommand­
era" provided press escorts on a daily basis and arranged the Prea:i.den~i..&J 
news conference on .31 March 1911. 

4. (u) mffiUSTRATI(Ji AND LOOISTICSo 

a. Billeting. In coordination with the Information Of'ficer and the Engineer 
Officer of the 1st Brigade" 5th Infantry- Division (Mech)" arIl&ngements were 
made to obtain three Butler-type buildings at the Quang Tri airfield to heuse 
the accredited correspondents and to facilitate BchedulpQ. briefings and other 
administrative and control procedures. One or the buildings was divided 1n 
hali', with one half being used for press briefings, corrmumications, and adrn:tn..,. 
istrative matters. There was ample roam. in this area for all correspondent.s 
to work at night writing copy. The other half was used for billeting llli:a.tary 
support personnel. The other two buildings were used to billet the correep~~ 
dellts. For<y beds and twenty-five cots/stretchers, complete with blankets :,~(~ 
sheets, were obtaip~d from various supply resources. 

b. Messing. A. field-ration mess was rWl by the .3.3'th Transportation Company., 
2.3d Infantry Division, adJacent to the press camp and all corrtispondonts were 
alluwed to eat in this facility at spec1t"ied times. Cash collection sheetl! 
were utilized. 

c. Transportation .. 

(10) For the duration of the operation~ -r.he xnvCorps Information Offic€' ftL-­
Dished two .3/4 'tIln t .. ucks to provide ground trans-portati()Il for corresl;cl;'ldi;;nts s 

In add1tiCl:l.ll I Corps Advisory Group InfOr:m&tiOIl Office provi.ded one p::.c't;''''''!J.t­
h"l,;.c k for this purpose" 

(20) Beginrdng on 4 February, XXIV Corps A~1ation supplied a dettl.",at,!,ct UH,'·lH 
l:.elicopter,p and E.lolOO:.i~a twc'p to be used to transport correspondents to ~I'eae 
of i:nterest 1.'":: f;.;~i.n RVN. This helicopter was only made I.Ulavailabla CllJpr-.:z::'I.­
mately tiw daye, when the tactical 1Il18siOIl reqUired the use of all aVal._a!:::1." 
:-.eltcopter asset$. This dedicated helicopter flew more than 150 sort.le.::: 14 tt:~· 
in RVN in aup~~rt of the press. 

(3.) Beginnir.g on 26 February,il the US cONrnand dedicated one CH-lH and two 
helicopto&r gt"!lehipe to CO, I Corps" for the purpose of transporting ecrTeI3= 
pondents into Laos. It was. originally plarmedi..hat the I' Oorps dedicated hel::'·· 
copter would be prograrraned for two lifts per day, 'With aix correspondents pel' 
lif't, into and out of L.!1oa~ c::n 8 March, two additional UH-lH'e were "ldj~d~ 
thua eliln1nating the need ~..o shuttle the cor:::-espondents to areas in 1.'10;$. Tr£' 
third dedicated UH-lH was utilized as .. chase ship for the two pr1maI"'J h€>li .. 
copters. On days when the tactical situation would not permit lifts int~ 
Laos, all three a.'lips were used to transport corrsspondents to areas cf i.t:'!­
terest in-country. The US dedicated helicopters to I Corps .flew 14 oorttss 
to and trrm bases In Laos and more than 100 in-COllIltry- sorties during the 
operation. 
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:4,) 2v~rymo::'ning a ro~"t,e!" w.:,:;. .::;:mpi.led for tihe pree~~ h€':.ih~opv!r': 
~he pilots wel"e briefed; a nO. lIhan po~,-r-tble. P3CO'!"ts were as:5i~;m':C, ::0" 
.:)"',,:;h iDe atlon in RVN ~ (:O"'!"f' ::porl(H,nts not <",hle to ride th,,? p!'"t'~'::S '1 p'11: ;){l v­
~"\~re e':cort.ed out to th~ P:'l. pad at )u.Jng '1'1"1 3:irfield and .!!s,n':'t":~ !:: ;:,' \ tIc 

'ing r'id€'~: on helicopter 3 eoirlg \\'est, {See ~ippondiX' R.i SUIjUI))Jry ,", p:~",,:,::~ 
r.~!)t'lI·8tion3) , 

'! !\!,.:crf"di tatlon. All ,~t)rre~pon6fmt,s requesting billeting or t ""':"!l,pr.r, 
~,!'.tJ1.0n from the ('UF..n:; Tr"i ?:re2.s: r:l'!mp "Ie!"€.' n!u'lired to shO)1 th~,;it' 1-1'),';',,1 
p'!'ess card to one of the press off1eer~ .. Thi.e precaution was tf',kt'Hl t/,\ 

insure that all correspon,lents covering the operation werp accX'r.:r}1 t..€·(! 

by r·1Ac\r, and thus would be bound by HA~V ground rules 0 During 66 d;:yc, 
of operation, the Quang Tn Press Camp offered assistance 'to 234 ccr,,~·.,c,p:)il 
],:,n t:! from. 68 agencies repreBentlng virtually every Free ~Vorld n:,t lOr:. 

r: • r,essons I.earned., 

'-1' Pl""lnl·n·" 'f'h'" h-iCl'·'l.n ."I .. ,.,.:,~t'·""(,~ ·:itrll'~"'''; ..,"'(,:.>-s po';"""", I 1 J ~ 4",'iA -5. <00 _ "'F,!,_l.V l,.t!", ...... _" .. i.,4 ..... · .. -;1 ..... \1(",--\ C !,.' ... ",~.:10 ..... - . ... 

in effect during the plann1ng stage of C?erl-ltir.m L,4l'·iSO~ 11;' precluded 
any, p!'ior plaMing of public/collUlll.lnd information and press ;,1.,,;. jv 

quirements which are inherent in any opE~rati::m .)f thts :;I.~ope ,1.\il M:~r.~ . 

tude" Since information plll1l3 a:'1d/m" anne X-,' ';' we l'e non9xistent.J ti1C:-. ' 
a definite lack of specific public ;,f.fei.r:. guidance in the initl."l J,:r.iF.' 
of the operation 0 Information Officer~; b.;)th tTS and ARVN.:l at every .it: 'olE: ... 

should be provided information at the e.\rliest possible tit'lte dur':''!''!g tb 
planning phase to facilitate the preparatlon and coordination of npp:,"";:': 
atn infomation annexes which~oulc. include detailed and specifi,; ~:;l:'tti .' 

(2.) Release of Inf.ormation. 'I'he rele ~f.'e of timely and 1'actu;-: .. 1.)1 l',,~!r' .. 
~.1(ln a:t th& low~st J.evE:l pm~t lb. ": ~.f: the best defE>.nse a,g;1in~,t:'}»,: uivL.<.' . 
and iw,:(!curate repoI'ti~~ on t..he part of' the press, Provisiom: of N",: ',' 
1)1 T'r:-r'tiv€' 360· 1 .. which dlctates t,hat cnr..mSM:,~! is tho ,~ole clea!"!"n(!; :~'l:,;i 
!'d(;:!"sing authOrity co:oc~rn1ne; US mLlitcry operations, precludes 0(.- t.h> 
":,"::>r.e release of timely ini'ormation, This was a source of irr":;' taboo t(; 

thf! correspondents who were in the ;<)1'8a of operation, The del::..w~lW')~ 'h<~ 
in obtaining '~lca:~anr~e t'r-Ci."Il a~.r.v, 'l-mi,r.h ~ometiMe~ took ~lour"J J ~1in ir:v1!.rl 
~bJ:! int:.f!l"j)l"'.lter! by 'the {;\)r-'~~,;::pr;rwo:m-t.::: ::1:': :} , •• ~ t,allinP;'I! 'ta!;t ic: and ','"'' 
«( '(.\.:::-~e of anta/?,~:mism from tl\:: 'lery bcrinning. In future ope:r8.'tlon" .::;.1 
::hi.s magnitude., MAGV should eithel' del.egate re1el'l,se authority to tn.·.· "L"-:,. 

'T _ ,:'or.l':r:ander on the 5c..::n~; 0):" send 8 r·ur.v team to thfl a'f~3 to ~ ... t ,'- :"i', 
~. ~.(':" releaf-ing authority" 

~]) 'i'l'an,sport.:;,ticn 'I';,'!':. ... "'.;. t(: ·t;,,:..:,th,nf' impr>s~ci on COrr(?8ponJ""nt:c 
r'-·d,'!cularly the in1t.~.,:.:, 'I:."~' "::1. (,"',:',Ij"·n Here not ;'llQ~'le:J t(, l,:.,,'!":" 
'into L&03 aboard U~. helicop~rfl were- t:.~· l!'W.)':J"' r:r,u,:::C (11' frit~tiC!!,Tld ;~.' 

~'{"(~line on the part or t!,,'f>h;..·, ,tr ·u~.::: tl,Q€, that. thts ruling ",> F.0C::.:'i",·, 

to allo}1 them to go 1.f:'tO L .''.L &[x, .. :;:; ;" d·:-dL:ate:d press heli;':opt,e:t t,I~,\; 

,- . 
_-:.I 
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liactic:al situation had changed to the point that responsible .,\RVN com~ 
mandel'S were reluctant to all0i4 ttlem to do 80 because of their concern 
for the, safety of thf> newsmen~ 5.6 well as the safety of the dedicated he LL 

icopters and crews. I'lithin the confines of military security and non"" 
:!.nterference vith mil.itary operation3~ correspondents should be allO',:eJ 

. access to all modes of transportation into and out of the area of opera­
tion. Restriction.'i on their movement Sh011ld be kept to an absolute minimum,· 

5,. (U) C,)MM AND A'lD SICHlAL. 

~. Since commercial facilities were not available, military communications 
outlets were utilized b.1 the press COrpSe 

b. 'nle XXIV Corps Signal Office arranged two direct lines to the Da Nang 
AFB operator, and two lines on the Quang Tri Amy circuit. The two d1red:, 
lines to the Da Nang AFR operator were of immeasureable value in getting 
copy to '>l.!gon in a timely JTI·i~ner. 

c. Seventh Air Force ~uPPlL 1 liaison personn~l to assist correspondent.::; 
in tl'<,:"! ,porting their film anri !::ony' :'!iboard Air ,It'''orce 'lircraft leaving Ouang 
Tri for Da Nang and Saigon. In addition, one Air Force man was on duty at 
the Quang Tri airport to assist correspondents in arranging transportatinn 
to Saigon or other points south. 

APPENDICES 

1. WV Corps Information Office (Fcrward) Organizational Chart 

2. Sample US Eve ni.ng Briefing 
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4. Sample Memor~um for Correspondents 
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EVENING BRIEFDlG 2 April 1971 

1. (U) At 16lS yesterday.!) a cavalry element of the 1l5th, while operating in 
an area 15 k::l.lometers northwest of Khe Sanh observed 20 to 30 enemy soldiers. 
1be unit engaged the eae. with glmships and air strikes, resulting in 'i_ NVA 
killed, with no US casualties. 

2. (U) At 1645 yesterday, all element of the 3rd Bdeo,il 10lst Airborne D:1v1sion .. 
operating in an area nine kilometers north of VL~degrift received less th~~ 15 
rounds of 122D11l rockets, resulting in a negative casualties or damage. Artillery 
and air strikes were employed at suspected enemy locations which resulted in five 
NV' A killed and three secondary expl oaiens • 

.3. (U) At about 0500 this morning, a cavalry W11t of the l/5th, while operating 
in an area six ldlometers northwest of Khe Sanh was engaged by an unknown size 
enemy force empla,ing RPQ'a. The unit responded with organic weapons, resulting 
in nine NVA killed, five AK-41 I s, 20 grenades, four shape charges, and five sat~ 
chel charges captured. There were no US casualties. 

4. (u) At 0910 this morning, 'an element of the .3rd Die., 10lst Airborne Div­
ision, while operating in an area nine kilometers north of FSB Vandegrift en­
gaged and killed two NVA, and captured one AK-41, and one RRl launcher. There 
were no US casual ties. . 

5. (u) us helicopters new more than 460 sorties in support of Operation. LAMSON 
719' during the 24-heur period ending at 0500 thie DlOming. or these, approxi­
mately 180 were gl.1J1ships, 280 were troop lift. In addition, fighter bombers from 
the uw, USN and uStC new more than 200 strikes while SAC B-52 t s flew 1.3 strikes 
in support of the operation. 
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I CmPS P'ORWlRD 

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
ARMY Of THE: REPUBLIC OF VIE'mAM 

I CORPS AND M.U.ITARY REGIa. 1 
POLITICAL WAREF ARE :sue 

lllFORMATICIl OFFICE 

Re1. No. 025-71 (MOrIling) 

OPmATlm LAMSON 719 

8 March 1971 

1. (U) Between 1500 hours to 1800 hours yesterday" an infantry battalion of the 
l.t. JRVN Division found bodies of 112 eneIq' soldiers, 46 crewserved, 18 AK wea­
pons while searching in an area 42 kilometers west of Lang Vei. 

2. (U) At 1520 hours yesterday, a Marine battalion conducted a search 4 kilo­
meters southwelJt of Lang Vei, killing six enemy soldiers and capturing one indiv­
idual weapon. No friendly casualties. 

3. (u) A.t 16.30 hours yesterday, another Marine battalion contacted an unlmown 
size enemy force 20 kilometers southwest of Lang Vei. Eleven enemy soldiers 
were killed, one B-40 rocket latmcherJl four AKRBJI 80 B-40 rounds, It) rounds of 
82m. mortar, 2,000 rOlUlds of AK ammo were captured. In addition, friendly 
forces discovered 25 enemy bodies in the same area. No friendly casualties. 

4. (U) At 1340 hours yesterday, a Marilla battalion made contact with the enemy 
10 k:Uometers southwest of Lang Vei!, killjng 12 enemy soldiers, capturing one 
12.7 mm. anti-aircraft machine gtma Friendly forces suffered two wotmded. 

5. (u) ACCtI1TJLATIVE CASUALTY REPmT-.. Since the beginning of LAMSON 719, 6,052 
enemy soldiers have been ld11ed, 29 prisoners detained, two defectors received, 
while 716 crew-served weapons, 2,017 ind1:v1dual weapons were captured. 

QroWld forces, along with artillery and air 8tr1kes, destroyed 93 enemy tanks, 
149 }lolotova trucks" two 314-ton t.ruck8,!) 400 bicycle8, 608 houses, four gen­
erators, three water pumPSJ) 529J1ooo liters of fuel" 13,0.31 tons of munitions, 
7,m.0 meters of pipeline and a great qua.'ltity of foodstuffs and equipnent. 

Friendly casualties were 43.5 ldlleds 1,1,9S wounded and 100 missing in action. 
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.lVII-IO (FWD) 16 February 1971 

SUBJECT. Filming and Reporting Casualties 

1. (U) Referenoe MACV Directive 36()"1, Annex A, Para. 3, Subji Rules Governing 
Public Release .ot U.S. Military In£ormation in Vietnam. 

2. (U) Casualty information, as it relates to the notification of next ot kin, 
is extremely sentitive. 

).. (U) By executive direction.., next of kin of U .. S .. DI1litart fatalities are to 
be notified in person by an officer or senior non-commissioned officer of the 
appropriate service. There have been instances in ~ch next of kin have first 
learned of the death or wOWlding of the loved one thro,Uih the news media. The 
problem is particularly difficult for the visual media.. Casualty photographs 
can show a recognizable fa~~» name tag2 jewelr)", or other identifiable feature 
or item. The anguish that Budden recognition at holl".e can cause is out of pro­
portion to the news value of the photograph or film. Hence;' photographs and 
tilma of recognizable U .. S. casualties a:t"6 not releasable until next of kin have 
been notified. Notification of next o?"1d.ii can be verll'ied with the M.A.CV Office 
of Information (HACOI) or the DirectoratR of Defense in the Oftice of the Assist­
ant Secretary of Defense (Public Affaire)s 

4. .(u) A1l &SHsement of U oS. oasualties that a correspondent aotually sees in 
an action may be used. However,? to protect SECurity of the Wlit concerned and 
m:1nintlze anguish an the part of families at home J) correspondent are requested 
not to identify units smaller than brigadcs» regiment or equivalent size in con­
nection with casualty figureso 

5. (u) 01'fic1al total U"So casualty figures in Vietnam on a weekly and CImlU" 

lative basis are released by tht't Department c£ Defense and MACV on the basis 
of reports from the individual services to the Department of Defense. Because 
ot Wl8widable late cuualty reporting» these figures are subject to .up-dat1ng. 
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··NEWS, HIGHLIGHTS 
OP~RATION LAM SON 719 

(A REVUl-T) 

Khe Sanh and Lang ITei ~ eeHighway 9 and the Rockpile .... Quang Tri City 
and Dong Ha.~~ These places, among many others, commanded the headlines 
of the world durinp, much of 1968, They conjure up memories of the fierce 
and bloody fiilhttn;: that o·.'curr~d in-\u.111p, Tri Province during and after 
the North Vle;.;r..·l!nt~~ Tt~t orf':"n·~Hh', 

Muc h ha..~ chanE:! '.Ii :-. i t,I .. !: tim I: 

Massive and audacious 0p~l:"ati()ns .. such a'~ 1969's Dewey Canyon and 
Apache Snow, served to route out and destr;;.)y lflany enemy elements that 
remained in Quang Trl; &>uth Vietnam W s northernmost province, 

The operations. conull(, ted ,jointly by Trnited StatesalKi South Viet=­
namese forces., helped to brln~ to the area a security it had not known 
;s1nce t.he war be~an· 

)r;ombined operations since 1'169 have pre=empted a.ny enemy plans to 
once again stage a major offen!:!! ve in northern Military Region 10 It was 
determined, however, that the lV;eUl',l ty of South Vietnam. could never be 
permanent with the intricate supply and infiltration routes that the North 
Vietnamese had in eastl~rn taos" bnlder1ng r,UMf~ Trl Province .. 

Thus j the Un! ted :ltat.es and Sout,h Vietnam once again joined together 
to mount ()peration Dewey r.anyon II .. or l.am ')on 719, as it is now called, 

The purpose of the operation is to interdict the enemy's supply and 
iofU tration routes for South Vle1;.nam and Cambodtajo as well as potential 
staging areas in Military Regi.on L 

Announcement of the operation~ which began' on January 30, was del~ed 
~ insure the safety and security of American and South Vietnamese forces 
moving into the area .. 

. Included in the operation are elements of the U.S. 1st Brigade, 5th 
Infantry Division (Mechanized) aup,mented by elements of the 101st Airborne 
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R'l"'lAF particlpatlol, r;':, ,j ,t':l u.Ler.'..ent3 of t'ne ARVll Airbome Division, 
the 1st ~RVN Infantry ~hi'~ Of\; a i .. '!"l~~adl? of thl'\ Vt.etnamese Marine Corps, 
the let ARVN Ranger Group, an,i t.1't.& 1st Armored fi'!.-lp.ade .. 

As these forces daployed, tJ "S" 7th 4.ir FOl"Ce airlift and, RVNAF air 
ele.lIlents JIlOved troops and logist:$.cs north..,:'.rd t;o Military Region 1 .. 

The operations began at 0100 hours on the 30th with elements of 
Task Force 1/S fllOvinR westw;irrq alonp, Hir,hway 9 toward Khe ~anh. scene of 
the vicious enemy assault all U ~S s Mar mes in' 1 %8. While the mdn force 

. DIOwd overland" other elements of the brigade (with units of the lOlst and.. 
23rd Divisions under operational control) made helicopter assaults into' 
the Ham lfghi" or Khe Sanh~ area, 

., Elements of the 45th Rng'\.neer llrollP accompanied the overland forces, 
mOving into the Ham Nghi area to ber;in to work on improving the old Khe 
Sanh airfield.. Elements of the lOlst Airborne engineers, meanwhile, worked 
around the clock6n a second dirt~a9sault strip alongside the former one, 
and on improving Highway 90 ':lhila U .. So elements worked consolidating their 
poai ttons . and conducting raeon operations, ARVN un! ts, which had been air­
lifted to Dong Ha, bega.'l t.o deploy to the Ram 'Nghl area.. Th~ qate was; 

'February ). . 

The following day, a news embargo which had been placed on .the oper­
ation WaS lifted.. '1l1I!:l'si'l.e of the operat.~,~n was disclosed at that ttmez 
more than 9,000 'Meriean troops and 20 JOOO Snuth Vietnamese were involved. 
. '. . 

Aceoun~8 in newspaperti 1n ttlf~ !Tnj ti~d 'Jtatea read like this' from. the 
New York.'T1aes t Februl!ir.r 4 cd1t/i~m::;i It'!,he,nlnt south Vietnamese .... \merican 
force sweeping along too L:.1ot1t,n r;-;'H"(l.···t" in north1l8st.ern South Vietnam has 
,encountered onlY' Ught and Si~.%!Jtter.;,d re~d~1Alnc.e" ... "II 

, Contro-vet!'ay oVe!" tht! !!(,fiLH '1.~v-:~'I(I!"'·~ 1\nme!.U~tl~ly'. The (",avlet, Ilnior. 
, arsd -qed China de1'»uneed. the. o~,·.,:"'d,L!~\ :p a Iip"ol/'l)~at,ionJ" United 'Nations 
Secretary General 1f 'nlant !)T!., ..... ".,1i.y qt!.J!:>t;,Ol1~ it as a threat to the Geneva 

. AgreeJllent ot 1962;1 lIlakingLAO':; 11 l)l~1J.(,rttl (wu.utry~ but, in the ~Tnited states,lJ ,,' 
Presiden~ Nixon ,and D,ef):tn:te g8\~retary Mtd 'Jin 1.4i rd' rietended the drive~ sq-

'. ,1ng it would e:x:pedif.e withd't'!tW'al of J...ma'rleIiO f'O'rces frOlll Southeast Asia .. 
,While not speaking of an Invl.B1..~n, the Fre81.dent and Laird emphasized that 
no A.;menoan ground troops wouldrJe u&ed :~n anY' invasion ot Laos. 

Speculation swirled as to What. the ama.ssed troops near the Laotian 
Oo~r would .. do. An invasion ot Laos appea't"Ad imminent. Between tl1e 4th 
and 7th ot Februar;r, engineer elements opened Hlghwq 9 to all tracked and 
wheeled vehicles. to within 100 meters of the ~B.otlan bOrder; " ARVN engineers 
completed the work to the border c 



R~DAT THe ..... TIO ..... L ARCHIves .... I 
I 

--_._-

. 
. Appendix 5 (Sample Highl.i?,hts)to .A~ex L (Information) ~o Iloll]bat Operation 
, . ,. After .otion lleport LAMSON 719""-- (Con 't" ) 

And a sign was erected at the border, reading in English: "NO U.S. 
PERSONNEL BEYOND THIS POINT. II 

" 

On February 8th, the guessing was ended as South Vietnamese forces 
'. , pushed across the border into Laos 0 The incursion also marked the end of 

operation Dewey Ca~n II and the beginning of Operation Lam Son 719.' . 
(~am Son w~ the site of a great Vietnamese victory over Chinese invaders 
six centuri.es ago 0 ) , 

. This operation is one of the most sir;nificant of the war, for it marks, 
only the second time ARVN ground forces have embarked on a major operation 
by ttiemselve~ ... It, too, is a major test of President Nixon's Vietnamization 

,program..' '\' ; 
" 

" , 

The Unites States continues its operations in Military Region 1 in 
support of Lalit Son 719 to include ail" and artillery cover 0 As South Viet- ' 
namese:forces crossed the border) the U?3o command in Saigon reiterated 
the President',s statement that no American ground forces would 'be,se,nt into 
Laos. 

'C~verage of tl:te incursion 'was reported'like this item from the February 
8th editions :of the Washington Postg 

'Ii"" '. 

liThe ,'sky was filled with American he1icopters,p 'including -cobra. gunships 
. : and troop ·transports as. South Vietnamese armored personnel, carriers crossed. . 
"the oo.rder into Laos on Highway 9 shortly after 7' a.m. The move is aimed 

. :- -·at cutting off communist supply lines along the Ho' Chi Minh Traih 0" ,," . , 
: ... ,':' Following the announcement of the invasion9 State Department ·spokesmer:t· 

':. , ,./~p~sized the LaotiaJl operation) ItlN'ill 'be limited in time an4 area.1I While 
'f .--t~ time element, .w~s .not defined, the spokesmen said the operation would be ' 

-eonfined to the area 9f Laos between the .~6th and 17th parall~1s" , 

.' 

. ( .' • • 1t ."> • 

. '. . During·:the first 60ays of the incul"sion,9 South Vietnamese forces pUf$hed- , 
with little resistance-~12 miles inside Laos.; Poor weather, and growing \' . 
'enem;,y· attaCk,S forced the AR~!),J to consolidatei'ts po~ition" T9date,. the 
-Sobt~_ Vietnamese have succeeded in cutting .. off four main. supp1.y 'channels 
,a1~:tha Ro Chi Minh Trail" . 

On 'February 18, an, estimated ,North Vietn$llle~e.regiment' 'launched a 

. 
'- , .... 

. mas·sive .. m~rtar,p rocket, 'axotillery and' allt8ll:,arms attack on two AJtVN Ranger' 
. fiJ:tebases" . . " . '. ' "', . 

" ' 
," " • *' ,,., •• ~ '. 

: .; 'The bases were lo~ated' 6 miles inside Laos and a;e '9' m.:Hes' nortlf"o(' '­
,Highwq~9,. '!hey overlooked a key branoh of the Ho ,Chi K:1rih i;"Tra:1).;o, 'Poor ":. 
lfeath~r at the outset of the assault prevented U "S ~ air~sUpport, f:tom reaoh-" , 
ing ,he 'po~ition~ .. .. 

" 

: . 
. '. .. "':' 

-, 
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FriendlY' casualties during the t'our=-day siege, according to A~VN sources 
in Saigon, were 100 killed, 1!l3 wounded and 18 missing in action., EneIllY' 
casualties were put at 639 killed, 

During the assault on the ranger position, a crew chief on a U.S. 
medical evacuation helicopter, Specialist 5 Dennis M. Fujii, distinguished 
himself. 

While on a casualtY' pickup run inside Laos» his helicopter Wa3 shot 
down. A rescue chopper was sent in for the crew.. Four members of the crew 
were extracted fran the position$ but heav;r enemy mortar and small anus fire 
made it impossible to pickup Fujii 0 

For ~o and a half daysB Fujii remained in that position, and with a 
radio he had secured, directed air attacks, helicopter gunship attacks and 
flare ships in defense of the p08ition~ 

He was extracted on Februar,y 20 9 but the rescue chopper he was aboard 
was hit qy ground fire and crashed at another ranger position 4 kilometers 
south of the first position, .;' 

He continued to call in air strikes and was successfully evacuated 
from Laos two days later. 

For his actions during that four-day period, Fuji:i was presented with 
the SUver Star by MI} Thomas Tarpley., Gonmander of the lOlst Airborne Division, 
on behalf of LTG James t-lo Sutherland Jr"$ Commander. of the XXIV Corps. 

On the American side of the oparation, cross-border results have been 
impressive., 

, Through the' 24th of Fehr uary;. U ~S., a:l r support operations haye accounted 
for: about 500 enemY' soldiers KIU.1W n~ ACTIOn" In addition to thiS, air crews,. 
FACts and South Vietnamese ~round forces have reported'more than 500 secondar,y 
explOSiOns, 230 secondary fires am1 tlA:-Irly 350 damaged or destroyed vehicles .. 

other results reported include tht': destruction of more than 120 supply 
and weapons caches !I. 115 bunkers ~ :-6 guns:ltes and nearly 450 structures 0 

Among significant results are the destruotion of more than 500 tons of 
agmuriition by SAC bombers on Februar.y 10 and an additional 300 tons by a TAe 
strike on the 14tho On the 18th and 19th,\l U oS" helicopter gunships severed 
and ignited four petroleum pipelines paralleling the Ho Chi Minh Trail in 
eastem Laos. Fires were reported burning for several days 0 

U oS .• sorties flown in support. of the operation through February 28th 
totaled nearly 18,000. 
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Aircraft losses in the lower panhandle of Laos due to hostile action 
are 22, including 20 helicopters and 2 F-4 fighter bombers 0 Aircraft losses 
due to non-hostile action are 2, as a result of a mid-air helicopter collisiono 
Casualties due to hostile action in Laos are 17 killed, 20 wounded and 14 
missing in actiono 

Through the 27th of F'ebruary, the A'lVN reported the following: 2,461 
enemy killed, 8 enemy soldiers detained and 2 enemy defections~ The ARVN 
also reported 244 crew served and li32l individual weapons capturedQ 

A.llVN ground forces, artillery and tactical air strikes also destroyed 
16 Russian Tanks, 86 trucks, 400 bia,yc1ps, ,28,000 liters of fuel, 4 gen­
erators, 3 water pump;"', 7,000 meters of pipeline, ,00 packages of uniforms, 
1 ton of canvas boots and gloves, 12 radios, 500 batteries, 25 protective 
masks, 12,715 tons of munitions, thirty 122mm. rocket rounds, 2 training 
centers and large quantities of food and equ1pment~ ARVN casualties through 
the 28th were-reported as 310~ 

' .. 
. ~ .. 
. . ~: 

. , 

The above is an authorized news summary published by the Information 
Office,' XXIV Corps, APe San Francisco, 96349Q Views and opinions expressed 
are not necessaril,. thos!!. of the Department of the A:rtrIy <:> 
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(u) (OPR{ AND CLOSE FClU<IAT Fm THE OPmATlaf LAMSON 719 PROORAM--THE OPEN AND 
CLOS WAS HiODUCBD WITH A MUSIC BA.CKGROUND AND THE SAME: 'WAS USED WITH EACH 
fROGIWt.) 

O~: 

(u) OpmATI~ LAMSON 719~=-COHPIll;n AND RWD'JCED BY THE INFORMATION O}l'FlCE<, 
XXIV CORPS FCRWARD. A WOK AT OPElUTIOliS HY 'l'HE REPUBLIC OF VIE'INAM MILITARY 
rGlCBSINVOLVBD IN OPERATlOO LAMSON 119 IN LAOS AND U.So MILITARY SUPPORT OF THE 
SOUTH VIEI'NAMESE IN THIS OPmATION ..... " b " ' .. 0 "G " • c " " " • ., " 

CLOS&s 

(U) OPmATION LAMSON 719 IS ~ At1THORIZED SUMlWtY Ot ACTIVITIES 01" THE REPUBLIC 
OF VIETNAM MILITARY UNITS INVOLVED Ui THE OPERATIQJ AND UoS. MILITARY SUPPORT Of 
THE SOUTH VIE:rN.AMESEo OPERATION ~S(E 719 IS COMPILED AND FRODOOID BY THE Ill­
FORU4.TICIi OFFICE OF THE XXIV CORPS AND BROADCAST IN CO-oPERATION WITH THE !MER'" 
ICAN FORCES VIE.TNAM NETWORK.~ QUANG '!'RIo 

#l1li HUH 

The following releases en O:perat,io.n L:U1S~ 7.15' were broadcast at 1900 houra on 
the evening of 2 April 1971., from. AF'lfN;; Quang 'fri,il b~' personnel of the XXIV 
Oorps~ Information Officeo 

(U) SPlCIALIST FaIR PAUL A LAGE2<YOUR WAS AWARDlID 'liIE SILVER STAR YESTERDAY BY 
MAJOR GENmAL THClUS M. 't'ARPI.E.Y ~ GtllMANDING GENERAL OF THE 101Br AIRBORNE DIY~' 
ISION (AIRMOBJI.E) AFTm SPEf:DING TWEI:/E DAYS EVADThU ENEMY FORCES IN THE SOUTH­
ERN PANHAtIDLE OF LAOSo BPFI:IALIST LAGEUOUR WAS l~HKUV AS A, DOOR DUNNER WITH 
THE 48TH ASSAULT HELICOPl'ER COMPMfY ~..n!EN HIE HEI.ICOPrm WAS SHOT DOWN OVER LAOS 
ON MARCH 19I'H 0 U'TER BETIm GROUNDF.D" HE JOJ1!ED vliTH THE 2ND ARVN AIROORNE 
BATTALION AND ~HlIE WITH THE BATTALION HE OPERATED THE RADIO AND SLCCEEDED IN 
DIRECTmO AIR STRIKES~ ARTI1L}~Y", OUNSHIPS .. AND FLARE SHIPS o DURING A CONTACT 
WITH ENllMY FORCES J LA.GENOUR ALONG WITH FOUR OTHER ARVN AIRBORNE SOLDUjlS iI \-.lERE 
SEPARATED FROM THE HA:rrALIONo ARM!~ WITH DIDIVIDUAL WEAR:>NS MID A CCMPASS THE. 
GROUP ATTEMPl'ED TO ~IOVE SOUTHWARD :rn AN F..Fb'ORT TO LOCATE A FRIENDLY UNIT.. AT 
()JE POINT TIIEY SmcEEDED IN SIGlJALnW GUNSHIPS WORKING IN '!HE AREA, HOWEVER s 
DARKNESS CAME BEFORE THEY C01JLD EE PICKED UP.. LATER~ THREE OF THE. ARVN SOLDIERS 
WERE CAPrURED BY AN NVA E:LllMEN'ro LAGEl·mUR AfID THE RFl1AINlNG ARVN SOLDIER EVADED 
THE ..-r FORCES AND MADE THEIR ItAY INTO THE 1<10UNTAINS VlIERE THEY r1J:iRE JOINED BY 
AN ARVN MARINE CORPS SOLDIJm.o THE TILfEE ~)RYJ!:D 'l'HEIR WAY EASTWARD UNTIL TH1~Y 
SPO'tTw.D \fflAT THEY BELll."VEJl TO BE AN AKflRICDJ TAJIK WIT 0 C!l \-JEDt-; BSDAY AFTJ!:tUIDON!, 
Jf,UICH 31ST:; SPmIALIST LAGmOt1R AliD HIS TIJO Co.NPlIKIONS 'WERE ABLE TO JOIN ~ 
WITH AN EIJI}{E}lT OF THE 1/5TH INJ'jJft'RY NEAR LANG VElo 'l'RKI wmE ALL EVACUATED 
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TO THE 18TH SURGICAL HOSPITAL Aiill l"itCH 'T~Im LA.GENOUR WAS EVACUATE.D TO THE 85TH 
UA.C HOSPITAL FOR TREATtWT OF A WOUND HE. RECEIVED WHILE WITH THE 2ND ARVN AIR­
roRNE BATTALIC!i. 

(U) WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON .rHJ ELEt~;NT 010' THE ARVN HAC BAO CCKPANY REPORTED FIND~ 
lNG THE BODIES OF EIGHTY ~FIVE NORTH VIF.TIfAMESE SOLDHRS IN AN AREA IN TIlE SOUTH~ 
»tN PANHANDLE OF LAOS vlIICH HAD BEEN KILlED BY AIRSTRlKES. THEY ALSO FOOr-TD 
EIGHTEEN l/EArol! S WHICH HAD 8m: DESTROYFJ). 

(U) 'YESTERDAY MORNINJ ELEl1ENTS OF 'l'RE HA.C BAO COl-IPAfIT WHILE OPERATH1G TIl THE 
SOUTHERN 'PANHANDLE OF LADS DISCOVERED !;t; ENEl-lY P=O=L DUMP OF AN APPROXIMATE 1.1000 
GAI,UE CAPACITY. AFTER THE ELEMnTT HAD DES'l'ROYED THE P=Q=L THEY FOUND A 1.5 KlLO= 
WATT G»iERATOR WHICH HAD PREVIOUSLY BEZN DESTROYED BY AIR STRIKES 0 THEY ALSO 
WCATED AN awry CAVE IN 'IPE AUEA \~HICH HAD BEEN UTILIZED IN THE PAST BY 'rHE 
EN1!}1Y TO HIDB TAllKS .. 

(U) YESTERDAY AFTERNOON A UNIT OF THE HAC BAO COJoIFAlff MADE CONTACT WI'l'H AN UN·· 
KNOWN SIZE ~ma ftJlClt WHICH RESULTED IN ONE WA SOLDIER KIU,ED AND ONE AK~47 
RIFLE CAPTURED. .&.roUT ONE AND A HAlF HOURS LATER THE UNIT J.LSO FOUND MID DE~ 
STROYED '.tWELVE I:UTS, THIRTY=EIGHT INDIVIDUAL AK WEAPCmS, SEVEN TONS OF RICE:, 
AND ONE TON OF MUNITIONS INCLUDING f,:~MM Mm f1.:2Mro1 l-IORTAR ROUNDS. 

(u) rom HA COMBAT BASE RECEIVED lE5S 'ElAN F'D'Tm: ROUNDS OF 122}OrMo ROCKETS 
BETWEEN 0300-0315 HOURS YESTERDAY}olORNn:J },!A.JtCH 31. THE ROUNDS IMPACTED HI TEE 
VICINITY OF THE: I<>CORPS }o'ORWARD COMPOllND AT ])(fiG HAo THE. ATTACK llESULTED IN 
LIGHT CASUALTIES AND LIGHT MATERlAT, DAHAGEu COUN'l'ER BATTERY FIRE WAS CGlDUC'l'ED. 

(u) .• ALSO.q A SOUTH VIf.TNAME.SE HARDlE DIVISICJol COHPOmm RECEIVED LESS THAI'; SEVEl'1 
ROUNDS O}l' 122HM RCCKE.TS ON WEDNESDAY Ali'TEP..NOONo THERE, rImE NO CASUALTIES OR DAM-· 
AGE; AS A RESULT OF THE AT'UCKo COmJTER HA~Y WAS FIRED WHICH RESULTED :N TWO 
SECON DAllY EXPLOSION S.-

(u) AT 1430 HOURS M~DAYj MAUCH ?"'" At~ l!:IJ<P.ElIT Of THE THIRD BRIGADE, lOlST AIR= 
BORNE DMSIW DIOOOVERED AN EtlEHY CAVti.:lli AN MLEA liINJt~ KILOMETERS NORTH OF FIRE 
SUPPORT BASE V ANDmGRIF'T 0 A .:.iRAiLCE o!,'rr'.E AREA REVEALED A CACHE Oli' END!Y ~UP= 
PLIES IN THfCAVE JI COOSIs'rED OF .3S :<'Ui HORTllR ROUNDS. SIX 6()l}i MORTAR ROUNDS." 
NINE 75ml RECOlLESS RIFLE. ROLr.iD3 y I';(:C Ar.:~.i.;7 ROUNDS $ 25 CHICOM Gml.I\DES AIm SIX 
OOXES OF It'L'UNG DEVICESo 
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Arlp6nd1x 7 (CO, xnv Corps Hatl1:Sag-.) to 
Annex·L (Infomation) to CCJ:'l.bitt Operatlcm; Aft~:l" Actioo Report LAMSCti 719 

DEPAR~T CFl'HE AR.nY 
Headq~rters~ XXIV Corps 

(S&AL) l..PO ~l FX".!lnciac<) 96349 

AVII~G 31 March 1971 

SUBJmTt Assessment of the Rel:lults of LiU-iSON ?J.9 (U) 

TOs CO, 101st Abn Div (Ambl):; APO 96383 
00, 23d Inf Div, APO 96374 
CG, 1st ale, 5th Inf Di v (Mac h L APe 9(..!; 77 
CO, Da Nang Support COllUlWld, APO 90349 
CG, XXIV Corps Artillery, APO 96349 
DBA, I Corps and Military Region :1., APO 96349 
SA, let AltYN Div~ 2d ARVN Div, 1st. Abn Di'v, VNMC Div,3 
1st Armored Bele (THRUs DSA i I G:rf'" ~nc:l, r:Ujl APo 96349) 

1. (U) In assessing the results and erte,~t LA.HSON '119 had. on the operations 
and plans of NVA. and RVNAF forces, til-o operation m.ust be placed in the proper 
relationship with regard tv r.he aBaessment made 1n Sep-oct 1970, of NVA plans 
and intentions. 

2. (U) By late September and early Oct.ol'e.I 1970~ it became obvious from variotE 
en.myactiona and intelligence sources t,!lat the ~NA planned tog 

<110 A.ttempt to strangle Phnom Pe::u'1 SL.'1d overthrow the Lon Nol government. 

h. Q;,rd.i.nue the aggrt' sei·j1J. &f~dn;,:;~ i~Vl; I'!nd l"e hui.ld its bases along t.he 
Cambodia.'1 border adjacent t-c. III and. lV CC.J.'ps. 

c. Conduct an :Lnteneified "e'~uf!l:r il .. ,ld re.inforo~'Ilent operation in south·· 
em L3.:;;: "·..'c.::'irl:inL ·'.d.t .. h the dry ~·ea90!l (mid=October to midcApril 1971). 

d.. Build up supplies and C'(}ui.plr..enc. in NNRl to sUf,.ply large scale ope!"" 
ations in that area dur...ng t.ne 1n: -i::.'y fie~or. 111 Quang Tri (p) and 'rb:h 
Thien (p). 

3. (U) During the peri~d October 19'(0 ~·0 April 1971, the OVN and RVNAF had 
to take actions, within their .c.apabil1t1.eB~ to accomplish the following ob~ 
ject1ves8 

a. Support in Cambodia a. no!!,..cOll'JIlUfl.i.st government either truly nt:lutral or 
friendly to the GVN.I' and prevent the r",buJ ldi:ng and restocking of NVA base areas 
in Cambodia along the RVN bordero 

b. Interupt or delay irhe n.y .. · ·:;;f euppli.~.i! D.ll:.l equipment fron NVN th:rough 
Laos to 'RVN and Cambodia. 
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Avn-GG 
SU'BJ'm'l's A.ssess.ment 01 the ResuLts of JAMSON' 719 

C. Continue to !.'l;,;! .. '~' Au,:;ce.:;~sf\.Ll1y tr.3 w'ar in RVtl and to advance the rill 
program and at the BarIte tillt6 :rvl.kfj av:aUab:e RV1lAF forces for operations in Cam­
bodia and Laos .. 

4. (U) The NIAF in RVN a.."'ld in BE Aaia were prepared to assist and support the 
G V H in achieving t.'l6SC objec t.ives, 

5. (u) Interdiction of the (:,ntry poLl'rt.; from NVN into southern Laos was atart~ 
ed in m1d-=October and P..as continued. The destruction of enemy trucks was init~ 
iated by the '7th Air li'orce using the most effective weapons systems available. 
The attack of enemy trucks 011 the LaDe I:late system has enjoyed more succeas than 
in previous years and new r'!cords 01' kills vere reached in December and Januaryo 

6. (U) ARVN operations into Cambodia. -wi th the mission of opening land and water 
routes to the capital were star-ted :tn November 1970,. and have been successful. 
Opera.t10ns against INA divisions in Ca:llbroJ.& were started in January 1971, and 
are continuing. 

7. (u) BA604 and the route: l;;t!'uctC':."e t.trough it offered the greatest potent181 
for attack by GVN i'orces.. DW:'l.~lg De',jembe!" and January there was a sharp increase 
in the QmoWlt of Buppl!ea !'Ic,ved inkl BA ''>(.4 <md 611. Only a small portion of 
these s upplle8 have bee,., move.:. (,,~'l t.) "~r-.-n 30ut.ho In pr(!'tV1ous years the enemy hal'! 
reached his pe9.i( efficienoy 'in It'eb:·tl,:~ry ~ld March in moving supplies to the .~uth. 
1'hereforej the timing of :".i1. a-t:, .<L~ ~~1'-! BA. ~,04 <Jnd 6ll during Februar) and Ms.rch 
would present the highest p:':",:,,;:.;r.,i..iit,y .)f in.fllcti..g t.he greatest damage O~ the 
enen;y resupply ar..d reini'oNemf'.n ~~ pla"1:t 0 Th~refor., the GVN deCided to CCr.l!!iit 

.3 (+) ARVN dtvisions to LAHSON 7".:...9 -;:':' comne:&lCS in early February 1971. 

6. (U) The fact tha.t ARVN 1'vr";;e& c.;; \l~.ld a~ the Ba.'lle t.ime conduct twc out .. ot'~ 
country oper.ations (Callloodia &nd Le,o"1 and ccncurrentl,y continue the c:mfl:lct in 
RVN and progreee with the RD p!'og: i."!] :l,e r·t"Jllillrkable. 

9. (U) The t.ot.al. .sffact,;. a!.u r'~St::':.t,!) cf LAl-'..8<!i 719 may not be accllr<!I,,~):~y ce" 
termined for aeve!"al more mOl!t'.l:;' ~ 'P..··~'Ioreveri' we can confidently st.attl that. thf.lsf­
resul ts have been acnievedi 

a. EnelllY plana ;fer move:llf:,nt ct' l':!llu-,:;l::..efl and equipment south durin[: Feb= 
ru.a.ry and March were changed by LAMSC+f 7190 

b. There is Jllllch evider!c~ th!.lt u"li to and replacement personnel enrOLl~a 
south were diverted to enemy fo;:;,ce opposing LAMSON 719. 

o. Thousa"'lds of tons of a':HlmU1'.ition~ POL and other supplies and equip­
ment were destroyed b;r LAMSONil;' forces includL"'lg US air assets. The enemy 
had plans to use the •• in B0:~!,j 3re3. other t,han BA 6~. In fact, there is 80me 

evidence ·that some equipnent. and Eluppliei3 mo'V'ed into storagl. areas in lfoIRl had 
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SUBJECT s Assessment of the Results of LAMSON 719 

to be removed and returned to Laoe to help support enemy forces opposing LAMSON 
719. 

d. We know that enemy persOlmel losses were very heavy. Of coarse, these 

\ 
! 

I 
f 

\ 
f 

i 
t 
I 
!-

losses can eventually be replaced.. However.; the requirement to replace losses I 
in such Regts. ae the 1st VC.lI 29th,ll 36th~ 64th", l02dj: and 80)d will draw off :'P.- ! 
placement personnel progranmed for other Wlitso MF and LF Wlits in the pr"vinc<1s I 
will probably be on low priority for replacements from NVN. t 

eo One of the most valuable result.s of LAMSON 719 i8 the de+.ailed knO"~ledge I 
now available concerning the POL pipeline, depot locations and road and trail I 
network in BA. 6040 'Ibis will permit IIICre precise targeting in the future and ! 
should assist in further destrllCtion of enell~ storage areas» truck parks,lj depotsjl I 
and .)thor logistics installat.1oll'S(l I 

f. As far as ARVN is ccncerned., LAMSON 119 ha.s added to tr.E~ir confidence l 
and experience. Also" the exploi.ts of companies.ll battalions, individual off= I 
icers and enlisted men will add tv the history and tradi tion 01' the ARVN uni te I 
that participated in LAMSON 719. Certa.tnly the hard battles of the Rangers and t 
the Airborne Division against the heavy atta~ks by elements of two iNA divisions I'. 

supported by tanks contributed in a II&j01' 'way to the sllCcess of WISCN 119 and 
will add to the history and tradition of these ,fine units.. The exploits of in'" 
divJd,uals and units of the 1st ARVN Division ,,1111 add much to the already g10::r= 
10us histor" of that division. 

10. (U) In the weeks and m;,nt-hs ahee-d" US a.dvisors and conunanders who wo:r.k;.ri";h 
and support RVNAF mIlS:' stresfi the n('ltel:orthy per1'orman::::e and achievement3 01.' the 
RVNA,F and the general. pcsitivs aspect;s of tb~ re9ll .. l.t,~ aJ7d .ffeots of UlIS(l!' I'::; 
The RVNAF needs to be reassured that i ts ef1·or~.9 and sacrifices during LA.HSCN 719 
were significant in furtheri..."1g the overall GVN effort against continlled NIl! .3E>-· 
gression against RVNo At the same time;) advisors must tactfully stress tt-Le C,)1'­

rection of def1ciencies determined during t..'1.e operation and take those actiong 
necessa...7 to maintain thE' forward IOOmentwlI. of t.he RVNAF 0 

/s/ James We Sutherland, Jr. 
JAMES W .. SUTHmLAND, JR., 
Lieutenant General, USA 
C'ommanding 
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