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1. During the ,month of January 1971, Delta Troop was employed as reaction for 
downed aircraft, ground reconaissance and base defense security. Troop D was 
used extensively for ambushes ~d sweeps outside the perimeter of Camp Eagle. 
Statistically, D Troop was employed as followss 2 days downed aireraft security, 
6 a.ays ground reconnaissance, 16 ambushes and 1 sweep. 

2. On the 26th of January, D Troop was inserted at YO 804824 to support a. Ranger 
team in contact. The LZ was hot but negative casual ties were sustained by ground 
troops. Despite poor '-leather and limited visibility, cobra pilots brought in close 
and accurate o.ir support continuously until weather and visibility no longer peT­
mi tted. 'rhe next day a small element of Delta, with two rangers as guides, ,.,ent to 
recon the ~rea where the fire had come from. I was one of'these men and I feel 
th~t .area offered the best natural protection of any I have ever seen in Vietnam. 
There ~re steep granite v~lls, caves, and only one route of access from the down­
hill aide. The enemy is safe from anything but a direct hit from the air, which 
is almost impossible due to 'the rock conformation. However, there waS evidence of 
no more than a squ."'.d USing this location. Tha.t day everyone was extracted, a:nd 
small arms fire ''''.''.8 again taken, but there were negative casual ties. 

3. Lessons Lea.r.ned 
a. Use of vehicles for missions. 
b. Because D Troop so rarel:t used vehicles for troop or platoon sized missions 

except for nightly base defense reaction force, most activities are geared for' 
airmobile insertions. .~ .' 

c. To obtain ma:x:imum effectiveness, D Troop needs nnximum advance notice of 
MY missions that require use of vehicles. . 

4. Analysis and evaluation:; 
a. Although activity ''Ii'LS slightly curtailed due to monsoon weather, D Troop 

proved it's value by it's ability to react immediately to a:rl"J given mission, f'rom 
support of units in contact to convoy and convoy escort, and capable, of' providing 
organic fire s~pport on any mission. ' 


