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SEE DISTRIBUTION

1» SECTION T, OFPERATIONS:S SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES,
& Genezal.
(1) This report covers the period 31 Jamuazy 1970 through 30 April
1970 end«is submitted in accordance with AR 5R5=15, VSARV Req: 525-1‘5, Wist
Adrhorne Division Reg 525w and 2/17th Cavalry Memo 525~4s The report pexe

iod covers the last 2/3 of Randolph Glen ending 31 Mamph 70'and operation
Texas Star beginning % April 70 and still 3_n PIOIrenn,

(2). The mission of the 2d Squaaron, 17th Ca:alry is to psrform me=
connaissanoe and to provide security for the 10‘%81; Airborne Division (Aire-
mobile) ¢xrifs major swbordinate combat elementsg t¢ _engage in copbat as an
econany of force unity and to provide limited adw-and ground, antietodly des ..
fense, mﬂia'be reaotion force and dowhed ai¥eéreft-support for tha Divisim

bs w'

(1) mrz.ng the repertix;g pem.od 'bhc follwing ma;jon chmgeé in
command and staff positions ocgured. 3

CE L

£4% 17C Robert F Molinelli assumed duties as Squaa.mn[ e
on ?4 w@ réfllacing LIC Lavems W Bindrud, L
< wigy MAJ Joseph € €yess IXT-asswumed - duhes as. Sq;aa.d.roa Exeﬁutive
Ofﬁoau mmm 0. wplaeine.ﬂzn quﬂd -B-Adamg,.
(o) MAT Pl K Dirgon absumed duties as Squa.dron S-3 rapla.cing
CPT Hexbert B Vosselom H Manrm.
sy oy BFL John EH Efzby assumed duties: as Squadron S~3 gn 18 Apr
7@ 'replaéﬁig' Paul K Dabgose
o a) QFT Thanas: 7 Eilington asmed. dutles ag Squadron S=2' on

18 Apr-70 ving OFD. Jolm B Kérby,
ECIRE = £} o Wtttor £ Morman ITT assumed duties as Squadron S=1 on
T Max 70-wsglaeing CFT Louls G 5S¢ Petem

~~=*¥g] , GEP John D Stervaht IIT essun>d Camand of  Troop € 1 Max
0 zeplaciag MAT V..ll:.am T Heotens
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AVDGEQF 5 May~ 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report = Lessons Leaz:ned, 24 Squa.dxon, (Ambl), 17%h
Cavalry pe:«!.oa- enting 30 April €570 RCS - 65 (R2).

(n) CPT Jambs D Stawers assun;ﬂ&* Ccumand of L Goy 75th Infantry
on 26 Apr 70 replacing CPT Robert 4 Guye ~ wis-.-

(1) CPI Robef® ¥ Magnan assumed.
placing CFT Randolph J Torres. :

of HET on 2 Feb T0 ree~

- "
posit nsga) The following personnel are ocsoupying major command and staff
itio

Squadron Commandexs ITC Robext F Molinelli
Squadron Exccutive Officem: Joseph C Gross: III

¢ Se1s CFT Waltexr A Harman III

S«23 CFT Thomas L Ellington :

S=33s CPr John H Kixby . .

S=4t CIT Eugeme E Glancy

S«hH2 1T Donald M Gray

21544 CPT Robext N Magnan'

Trp'A  MAJ Paul D Smith J¥,

Trp B MAJ Dagid J Larcomb

Tup C CPFr Jolm D Stervett IIT .-

Trp D CFT Paul E Protzman

L Co CPI' James D Stowexrs: t

(3) Unit Strengths

Present strength figures for the Squadwon do not show the defio-
its in the cxitical skill specialties, specifically the TTB, TIH, T1P, Fy .
67250, 35K, 35L, 3%, 35P, and other aviation/avionios allted military
ational speoialities, Additionally the asro-rifle platoons have been withe
out a sufficient muber: of 5SG, E~€, 11B40: persommel 'bhrou@eut thie veport= -
ing period.

The loss of critical skill enlisted personnel and aireraft come-
manders inhibited Squadron flexability during the latter part of March, Pri-
maxy staff positions had to be filled from the line troops resulting in fure
thex loss of trained aircraft commanders. This compounded the shortage of |,
qualified aircraft camanders within the Aix Cavalry Troops. ,

&9 Intelligence, '
During the report period the squadron contimied its m;g in

support of the division by providing reoomnaissance and security. These’ m--.-v

ions included; visual roconnaimsance of designated reconnaissance zongd boik-

for the brigades and the axea of operations west of the designated "Bluo J;M‘,

bond damage asaessments for the Air Force and Division resources, target’
acquisition for Cavalry/Artillery raids, Rangex veconnaissance missions, aira
borne persomnel deteotor missions (SNIFFER), screening around friendly units,

oonvoy escort, first & last light security.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned; 2d Squadron; (Ambl), 17th
Cavalry period ending 30 Aprdl 1970 RCS « 65 (R2).

.« The 2/17’ch Gw%ﬂ.xy is the keys*tona to the divisions intelligence
gathering capability. The ¢ollection and dissemination of intelligence is
essential £o the success of the Division's combat operatimns. The Squadron
is targeted in areas of known or suspected enemy activity, In many areas only .
careful and thorough aerial reconna.issance will providé the information needw
ed by the Division. As the Division's area of operation becomes larger the
Cavalry missions become even morc essential as early Warning and as an economy
of force unit,

Fran 1 February 70, 2/17th Cavalry has: operated in.an area
bounded. on the North by the DMZ, the South by the Ruong Ruong valley of Thua
Thein Province, the West by the Loation border and the East by the, Piedmont
and coastal plainse

Enemy activity during the early part of February was charact=

. erized by an increase in indirect attacks by fire and a ggmeral build up-of

troops end supplies: along major infiltrations routes, the A Shau Valley, :Da.k-

‘rong River Valley, and the Co Pung mountain areas in preparation for the ax-

pected spring offenm.ve. The encmy avoided major contactsr and used the sene
son's marginal weather-in the A Shau Valley to his advantage by moving supplies
and troops, Heavy tiuck activity was noted in threec major areasj Route €16
(XD 7622 to YD 0828); Route 548/922 (YD 2304 = 3310 = YC 429%) and Route 548/
92% (YC 54TF = XC 4295¢, The enomy wag grectly concerncd about keeping these
routes open and trafficable as was cvident by his use of Heavy caliber anti-
aircraft weapons, the appearaance of bulldozors along these: :routes, and his
fast and officent ability to repair the roads after interdiction by the Air
Force and Cavalrys Ranger teame were employed noxth of the Lantian Salient
and DA Krong River Basin and gonfirmed traffic aleng the major imfiltration
route 616. Elements of the 220th Recon AirplancCompany, at Phu Bai aided in
keoping all routes under observation, Toward the end of Randolph Glen they
often observed enemy vehicles moving during daylight hours. -

Resul'l:s of rocoxmalssmwe' during fthe- rapor*t‘ing periods, L

Spot Reparts | 942 B R T3
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(1) EEM The: m g mfSsion of the Camiand aviatioh Sectidh of -
Headquaxters TTodp-was -to- §hj ‘;y snpport air¢rai'~h and con&uct aﬁmlniatrative
1iaieqn between the%roopag S s R

v 5 "'_,.N

O 3 "During th@ raoﬁth of I'Iamh a:via'tz.an suppc:z}'t wag supphed jarina
cipally to -the -Rangexrs’ ‘s 03 and 1ift ships; resatiing in mmerois-insertiins
of Rangers.in‘the &rea betwsén the DMZ ‘and the*ﬁamﬂuangmnyc Contaat
wag;made in mmeroustareas during this:period with damage: $0- oxly one-heads
quxsu;txezm.. ﬂmnand.mm@.mxppm mmwmmm
~ﬁkﬂﬁ"s‘&&, oy )W...m 4 u1 is e 230, Livision Cee \.~ sl EL"”'Q“!T.Q.-V,
quested aly 'guzapor‘b and gro«m& momﬁ&rlng for pensex. &ops, wkieh paeodueed
excellant ‘resultis,

The month of April marked a najor mcrease in enemy %tivity

-in the A Shaw Valley and Khie Sanh area. This demanded a oocordinated effoxf -
of all elements of the 2/17 Cavalry to maintain constant surveillanse of enery
novenentse This effort resulted in heavy combat damage to all txoop's alrw:
eraft who in turn called upon headquarters for support. Support was furnished
to troops day and night as required. One aircra.ft was destroyed 'due to combat
danage.and one excess::.vly damaged a¥ a result: of enemy grm;mi five. ALl ine
Yurics were of a minor naturc. These missions resulted ir Headquarters Com=
man&&xiatzon Section flying well overéz;po hrs w:d:h 7 aireraft in a 30 day

ipds. Oher sections of Hoadgquarters el o rged bk on with
fﬁrgist lcal:: a.nd naintenance supports { 3?9, 2 months & lzam% and April
ﬁe g@t#crs Traop provided a grea*tt,z num‘oer of gua:cds in _’B"'avo se;.\iw e.i‘rr s

yele

}F@ﬁﬂi&?ﬂ’ﬁex _zglicf of Traopihen: oo

. 'ﬂm- wm- o “ - .’\ \,_\...-'; E I n{w.b . ,-:

(2} '.L‘roop Lt Du:ting ‘the yepoytéd period Tro0p A paxticipated:

- 7 e
, \*..J}I), A
2

Xack

1& a0 s@;{:wnss Ramdolph Glen beginning: 8 December:69° andsnding 31
Mﬁr&h?% TRy BYad beghmlng 1 April 70 and still in p_mmssi *'Emasiga»
out this. peSordims Quaries.  ss9Gia e, 2b, iang T
%ﬁgmmé el .‘ S Lot direct: suiaport'to "i:he 39’ ,J s

borne ’my, : im (Al

o) w the use of. Emtﬁr-i(mer mewm§%m~

Ixoops_as T N8 i ,
ef e&v gxw&ded by Squidren & anﬁ. Diyision-in an.awsa;erien
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NDG-SQ@ bg 70
SUBJECT éﬁmﬁom& Report - Lessons Laarnea 23 Squadron, (Aubl) 7‘¢h
Céralry poried anding 30 April 197é EC‘—S 45 (r2)

© At the beginning of Texas Star the S quadron LNO to 3& Brdgade
romained at the 34 Brignde TOC attached to Troop Ae Troop A was imvolved in
extensive Ranger insertion and extraction missions as well, as irmediato re-
action foxce. (IRF) for the Rangers. The aero-rifiec pla;boop was invelved in
many ground operations with Troops BRAVO, CHARLIE, and DELPA in regponse to
ground reconnaissance missions, Troop A was also :Imrolved in & Joint ARVN-
US Rangex operation in the Ba Long Valley, The dero-Rifle Platcon was on .
standby 4t Quang Tri in wesponse to any gpound action or Ranger contact,
Throughotit this period the Troop did riot engage in any T¥aop movements but
was contimially ehgaged in trdining and oambat operation, ‘

The most significant problem encountered throughout th:..s per-
iod was a- shortage of aircraft parts. An iverease in ehemy activity and proe
ficicney in ongaging aircraft, resulted in extensive combat damage. Mainten-
ance personnel were working on a 24 hour basis in order to kéep=up with.
gtheduled and unscheduled maintenance. Even though a maxirnm effort was be-

" ing emexrted, the lack of aircraft parts caused extended down time on many -

aircrafts

(%) During the period | February through 31 March, Troop B
was engaged in the final phases of Operation Randoiph Glens Operation Texas
ftar began 1 April and is presently in progress, From 1 February through
14 Pobriuary Troop B was oriented toward 1t Brn.ga.de missibns, and at the same
time parﬁomed nisgsions throughou'b -the Dlvm:.on area of opera'bz.on.

Support of the st Bmgade conslsted mamly of mtelllgence

. mﬁhezi,ng operations by hunter<killer teams operating from Camp Bagle in.

Yeth $He 15t Brigade Area of Operations and the Division Reconnaisgance
ZonygHy' with the Aero-ﬁifle FPlatoon remaining. at Cmp szgle Yeady to respond
to either intelligence targets or for security and reccrvexy of downed aircrafts

Along w:.th 'l:he prma.ry mlsslons mentzoned, 'I.‘roog B wgg en- .
gaged j.n Ranger Toen support, ‘Sniffer Miss:.ons, and support of’ 24 Foree .
Maxrine Reconnaa.ssance Campany. ‘teams '&MOughout the mvmsion Area o; 0pera'5-
iongs ) | B
" Troop B vas mnaged in combat operatzchs ona da.:.ly basm
throixg';out the repcrts.ng pe:rlodo Trammg oi‘ peﬁf:sonné” was cdnduc*ted ‘on a
otmourrert basis, = . T . _ ) S

LR .

-~

Troop B prmrlded air support £6 the 561 Porce Marine Recone. .
nraissance Compary on.several occassions with extremely rewarding results,.
The use of the.Marine recounaissancs “eams provided valugble intelligence.to
both the Cavalry Squad:ron ‘and +tne Division. Tho hunter~k;iller “teams were, aXw
tremoly effective in loecating and destroying enemy targets when, d,u:ea:te& from
the grouna By these Marino Regonnaissance teams,.and wero: able to. ‘support. the
teams very effectively when ’chey ceme into contant with the. enemy‘

 pos
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nissions in support of the 2d Brigade during the last month of Randolph G

AVDG-SQ<3 ' ' 5 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report « Lessons Leamed, Q&CSQzadron, (Ambl), 17th
Cavalry period end:mg 0 &gril 1970 WS~ &5 (R2),s

ﬁl\wtermsembly, Tactical CS; 50 1b.s

afMaB8tna{ssance aones, in 10! elophant
grass or single canopy is parflodid¥ ,gtfectlve causing NVA to vome out of
their bunkers and into the opw WY

i pariister spreads: a layexr of CS on
the ground which is esveral ch 3 square, and provides excellent

area coveragt. '-.“ £

x‘: :

Thseuﬁ& of the M-?B fired flares for night operations irmwvolving
the Aero~Rifle P);&toon vwas found to be far more suoccessful than the use of
the hand fired flares, due to both the illumination given, and thé fact that
the M~79 flares are lighter and smaller, thus more can be ca.mc&éd.

(4) Troop C: During this reporting period, Troop C participated
in’ two major operationsj Randolph Glen, beginning 8 Deec 69 and ending 31 March
70, and Texas Star starting 1 April 70 to the present. Troop C performed;

end reverted to support of the 3d Brigade during Texas Staxre The Troop ph
vided reconnaissange and security employing scout teams (2 OH~84) and hun'gr-
killer teams (1 AHwiGy 1 OH~6A) while working for the Brigade in their

of interest. Tho hunter-killer teams have the capability to defend themsegves
as well as developing the situation by using the available firepower fram
Ad1Ge Intclligence was gained by these teams and forwarded through the use

of spot reports to the Brigedes and Squadron 8«2,

Troop C enmployed white teams nany times in support of the 28
Bde in relatively inactive areas. This saves aircraft time on the nore maina
tenance critical Cobra gunships and provided an excellent training vehicle
for the new LOE pilots. Scout teams werc also employed in first and last
light reconnaissance.

e -

Troop C moved from Canp Evans to Phu Baa., on 22 February ‘l%’
Squadron S=4 provided 2 % ton trucks to help accomplish the move. The adé--
ninstrative part of the nove took 24 hrs and the combat elements were opera£-¢
ional ¥ithin 12 hours after the intial Hehours No major problems: were en=

counterad, : ,3 S :

The Aoro«Rifle Platoon with its UH1H 1ift ocapability was ‘wzﬁ-f
ed to exploit the situation wher detailed ground reconnaissance was: reqmi:w&f
The platoon was used to conduct ground BDA's following B~52 gtrikes. When -
not engaged in operations, the platoon was in a standby posture at Phu Bai

. for security and downed aircraft missionse

(5) Troop D¢ During the reporting period Troop D participated
in 34 combat assaults, 12 10%m recoiless rifle gun runs, 2 cordon and search
operations, 2 somvoy, security missions and sent one 106mn recoiless gun crew
to Fire Base Ripcoxd Opaon to 3d Brigade. Enemy results during this period -
were 2 KIA coufimed, 1 NV4A, captured with only 1 i‘rienﬂly WIAs, Txoop.D also
provided a ready reantion force for downed aircraft in the Division A0,

_Troop D further provided one platoon as Basc Camp reaction force on alert at

Canp Bagle 24 houxs a daye

o UNCLASSIED
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AVDG-SQ-3 %5 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report ~ Lasscns Iea.rnaﬁ, 24 Squadron; (Amb1), 17th
Cavalry period ending 30 April 1970 RCS -~ 65: (R2).

Troop D conducted ground and mouhtéd swadeps and on 20 Jamary

uncovered a 200 1b rice cache in H seotor (YD 8‘1’5‘1&’ﬂu Ancther sweep of. ﬁotel‘

sector by Troop D oaptured 1 fully equipped NVA at coordinates YD 801122,

Troop D participated in night ambushes arocund the Eagle peri- .
netar and on 13 February sprung an ambush resulting in 1 VG with AK4T killed.

(6) Rangers: During the report period Ranger operations: wers
concentrated in four major areas, During the last stages: of Randolph Glen.
Rangers Were targeted in the Co Yan (XD 9431) and Kho Sarnh (x:c: 8639) areass
During the be of Texas Star the rangers were targetad in the Ba Long
ziver valley (YD 0941) in support of a 54th ARVN operations Towaxrd the end
of April, aftexw the 54th ARVN operation bega.n, the Ranger -teams ddsplaced
west of the Ruong Ruong valley (YC 7190) in support of the special Cavalry

" areas of operations,

Throughout the report period I Company maintained an average
of 5 teans in their desigrm*ed area of operation daily,

Se Or@gationc

. Headquarters 24 Sguadron, 17th Cavalry iz looated at Camp Eagle,
Hus/Phu Bai Republic of Vietnam and is commanded by LYC Robert F Molinelli.
The squadren is organized undsr table of orgenization and equipment 17~950
and is currently in general support of the Division, . The Squadron has attach=
ed L Compa.mr 75th Infantry and hed detached F Troop- 40" st Avﬁa'tlon Bn on 30
‘ - (a) Hnadquarhers and Headquarters Troop, Canp Eaglel &ue/Hm
Bai, Republic of Vietnam is orgam.zed in accordance wi'bh TOE 17-96+Ts

('b) Troop 4 Combat elemante .and forvard CP are located at Quang
Tri, while the 3324 TC. Detachment and EQ Admin S ection axe located at. Camp
Eaglee Republic of Vietname Troop 4 is organized under TOE 17-98«F and is

4 of 3 Aix Cavalry Troopso -85 T

(o} Troop B is organized under TOE 17;-:9“831‘&15. is Z"..'i:«iza:t:e’xit"e:-:ﬁ‘m~

Camp Eagle Rerrblic of Vietnam. The 333& TC Detactment ‘provides; da.rec't FUD-
port mainxtance. to the Troopo : e ,

(d) ‘l‘roop C is also o:rgaruzed undex: TOE 17?»98«-@ and is located
at. Hue/ Py Bala Tho . Soffﬁ:h TC De'hachnent provides direst suppo:d: ma.intance to
the ‘troopg
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AVDG-SQ=3 HMay 1970
SUBJECTt Operational Report - Lessons Leamed, 2 Squadron, (ambl), 17th
Cavalry period ending 30 April 1970 RCS - &5 (R2).

(e) Troop D is located at Camp Eagle Republic of Vietnam and
is organized under TOE 17#99-11‘4 It is a whael vehicular mounted ground Cave
alry troope . ‘

: (£f) 1 Company 75th Ini‘ant::y 3s also located at Camp Eagle and
is an ase:.gxed Ranger C@M, to the Division under TOE 7»’15‘?’Eo

fo E’;l_ }Ed ,

(1) The sqwadron nade masgim;m use of the AARTS program. With the
large mmber of noneaviation qualified persomnel assigned to the Squadron and
mersonnel not qualified in aviation speciaiities the progran has enjoyed
success within the 2/17th Cav, Coupled with on~thewjob training the overall
wesults have greatly enhanced the success enjoyed by the squadrone A break-
icwn of the schoole attended is as follows:

UHIH Airframe ) *
AH1G Airframe
OHAA Airframe
T-53/L~13 Eng
Axament Off
Armamment Enl
XM55 Subsysten
LOH Transition
ARG, Tra.mit:x.on Ly
Tech S¥pply ' S

Tech Inap S g
 MACV Reoond.o School P
AB4G IP‘ o

AH1G Heli Repaix R

“UH1D HO}.,J. Repair j‘ Co

UH{H IFP - ‘

Projectionist

._‘...g.wwq..a.wg._s AN AN ~T W = et et

Snipex Course
LOE Txansition
. 'F’ro;;ectlonist
omba:b Leade*sh:_p

» .%Q";u'- “ON
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SUBJECT;. Operational Report -»R@Q,gm Lea.rned 26. qumdron,_ (Ambl), 17'511
Cavalry period ending 30 Egpr:.l 1970 Re:s = 63 (R2¥s

A

: . (3) Class were given o'n the Eol‘.lwing sub jects during the re=
port periods

mﬁush Techniqaes :
Day-Night Patrolling
- Adjusting' mmexy and meshiﬁ
. Crew-sexrved Weapons-
) Individual wedpons (also qualification)
’ Mefiidre rig operation
Réppelling (also qualification)
Medlvac Procedures
Afxn t ;:hecﬁcm.des
Inberior .
Gommand Infomahon "
Esoam and Kvasion ‘
3I% Cavalry Tactios
Prevenfive Maintenance
‘Progedures.
Sa.p er attack
AN = 10 survival raalo
Ma:t‘gi_ml wegther and Instrmment flying
Character Guidanse
A:.mi‘aft a.nd. C%:.‘O'urﬁ Safety
. Carey ckemﬁ:‘g of -Gas. Mask
. If}:f"ects of Mai'ijuam’.a

e Lg@. 'tms. Lo Ce o f_g . -

During this period,« 1cpe o and jor-poriion of A

: : AR an'ba'& Base RVNQ Trp A
mcved its combat elepnentes frem Camp Eagle RVN ﬁg Quang Txri RVN¢ Tzransporte
ation and legistical support for these ms‘mes wﬁg iﬁgwtea

(2) Supporto

(a) Concept of loglaﬁical sups; ghe g. -4 su.pply séction
supported all units from a Central fssue Faoility a C?mp Bagle EVN, . Class
T and IV werws provided to Trp A by the 3st Br:.@@e h Mechanized Infastyy
at Quang Tri and to Trp C by the 1591:11 Assault gelicgpzer Battalion at
P Bai. .

{v) Orgzmiza'tlon for suppor’s Tize supply section draws
and issues Class II and IV items for umits ass:'g}”» ied, to- the Squadrons Ade
ditionally, the supply section maintainst the Sguadyoms property books and re- .
cords and prepares the majirvity of '!:?'rw qq‘uadrom Logistical reports.
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SUBJECTs Operational Réeport « Lessons Learned, 24 Squadron, (Ambl), 17%th
Cavalry pexriod ending 30 April 1970 RES = 6% (RZ)@

 The Transportation section provided wheel transportation’for
the Squadron, Eagle beach tramsportation, trash ‘pltkup, supply pickup, transe
portation for ammnition and potable water were also provided by this sectiome

The ammunition section provides ammunition to the Squadron ASP.
With Txp A at Quang Tri, a portion of their ammo is drawn af the Quang Tri
ASP, A1l other ammunition is supplied from the Plm Bail ASP» Rewamm poimts
for AH1G gunship were re~located at the troops to provide better turn axound
time for the Cobrase Troop B utilized 3 re-axm points on Scabbard flyway-~
Troop A utilized 6 re-am points at Quang Tri and Troop C used re-arm facilit=-
ies at Plm Bai. Troopis gunships could use their own re-arn points or amy of
the other troop points depending on the nission and destination of the alrcrafte

(3) Material Sexvicea .
(a) Supply: Class I during this period was picked up by each
units; This was a change, am last reporting period the transportation section

picked up and delivered rations, Class II and IV Wwere provided by Quang Tri,
Pl Baiy and Canp Eaglee

: Refueling was accomplished at refuel points set up by 426 S&5
Bn, throughout the Division TAO.

Class V was provided by the Divisdon ASP's at Quang Tri and
P Bai, . :

he Civil Affairs,

(1) During the past three months, Squadron Medical assets have
contimed to be utilized to augnent existing Medieal add in Thua Thien
Provinceg Over 1000 Vietnamese participated in 2d Squadron, $7th.Cavalry
nedoaps with five cases being referred to.Fue Hosplital (civilian) or 85th
Evac (militaxy) for specialized treatment. '

Medcaps have ceased to be conducted in different locations

" cach week, but are now stabalized in one location until it is felt that a

mumber of tho residents are capable of treating other peoples Then and'
only then, does the medcap transfer to a new location, In this respect,
emphasis has changed from directly supporting tactiocal operations to core
plementing and training local persomnel and will contimue past our eventual
departure. The progran is under the mutual direction of the District Heklth
Chief and S on Surgeon and requires extensive use of local murses. Ea-
phasis has also been placoed on exercising GVN medical supnly chammels alw
though US channels are more cxpediente

[ m‘]! |gi‘
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UNGLISFED

SUBJEOI‘: Operational ‘Repprt” -*Xoassons Leaxns ﬁ& Squadron, (Aubl); 17th
R Gav%wmiaé-vmimﬁwm - 65 (R2).

(2} “:In the £ rODS o specia:lly designed, high,
11!31‘!33(1 diﬂ'hftiw DOR el 1 2

Aorodiifle platoons in afduy? wmg ﬁr@s of Pecent and frequen
activity or at sites of enemy- contacﬁ‘waopb damage asgessments
rlang: call for momleaﬂets of basic&iiit ﬁze, sane typee

ER TR AN : ¢h Tuesdays and iwo hours on TMuvws’
Fiin _mtitutae the frequency of the MisWes. Emphasis is placed on stu-

; dents not only wnderstanding their inst%tér when he speaks but, more inporte

antly, thelr answering goherently. Sinde the English alphabet contains more
letters than does the Vietnamese, promunciation is nogt difficult for- the _
Vietnanese student atterpiting to emnciate in English, The olasses are ree
sulting in inproved promnciation of English by nany students,

4) ' Squadron civil affairs assets are belhg slowly dininished” in

- District III, Rue. Increasingly effective local GVN direction has ¢

hanged
the nature of our participation fram that of doer to a catalyst. Projects re=
quire and receive virtually no American labor.and technical assistance.
Village funds are used to provide selected paterials and our less visible
role is fo provide the renaining naterials,

Lich Dol School, & pro;jec‘l: begun with entirely 4nerican nater-
ials, is being completed with natorials requested :t’rcn province by the
Chief of District ITI, Hues

Repairs to Hue stadim, which will be initiated in the neax
future, will require only the hauling of sand and dirt by Anerican military
forces. The renaining mterinla will bo fwrmished through Tima Thien Pro-
vince charmels.

AND RECQMMENDATION.

2. SMIOHIg LESSONS LEARNED: COMMANDER®S OBSERVATIONS, EVAIUA!I‘IOI&,

- e —O, 0 0 T

a. Parsomal:

1. (1) Observation: Large groups of personnel uhg, arrive in coun-
try at the sane time are often put into one or two unitsj which cm&éé 8
large DERGS "minp", and leawss the unit at a loss Ior-kraimland '
personnel until such tine Ma¥ elapsed to enable replacenents W ba

(2) Evaluation: This condition places an t srikgisns
the unit to train large bodies of personnel simzltazwoumi 8 i1
the unitfs combat effootivensss.
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(3) Reccnmenda.tions. That either the flow of persémmnel into"
units ‘be-ndre- -effectively contrclled at a higher level, or that. infusion be. .
incc)rpomted in such a nanner as to provicle an advance tra:!:xmxg period’ (6 or
fidre months- ahead of -the- projected DEROS }*n:n:zp)° Due to the Gmfalry mission
consﬁem{:‘ion of priomty shomﬂ.d be given,

2

b, In’celllgence H

, ( ) Observationx. Intelllgence inf‘o‘matmn paséeé.‘ ‘be;f':w een &4 A
Bri@.d?u dad Suppor‘b:mg Tmep‘

[ag ;,. o : N . -

-

elval do (23 Evalm"nwns* 3 *&he past ..ntell,.gence mfomatmn has nét
been tingly or acouxrgte between Bmgade and Troops The cl*we can be a
valuable souxce 1 keeping 4 supported: ‘t:écop dubreast’ off tﬁ f intelligonde
situation in o specific ares of opérations, This mtelligence is 'pasged’ -
to Division; back to Squadron, %o Troop which affords a cexrtain tine lagy:

’ ‘bmefing from Brigade and pass the information to the Troop on a daily 'basis.

*

d, Operationss -

4o {1) Obscrvations Arhillen:y fires shcmld be adjusted on actiwve-
tra.:ls and known eneryy. rest and storage a¥eas, and ’carge‘b mmbers. o'b-»
ta,ined i‘or the ’cwget, then fire the targe: by mmber fot P&I fires at mgﬁ:o

' (2) Evaluations In ‘S}axma:rw v)‘ﬁen "b}ié”mht 'g.rﬁge(d. at! Qua.ng Triy
EB:I Artillery Targets were subnitted using eight digit eooxdinates. Recone
m’i%ﬁ“«?«"& of the H&I targe*t areas revealed that usually none of the,\,,rmm;}s

hit ﬁh@ ATege. 1.,

v fc"' .‘t
putve4 Y s 1 W

Ry - o O . { aoad ™ y‘
deons } s HESS : :_;‘:,-,,-t/ L0 a,, {Jﬁa...--,b.l._} g Tl

Most of th"‘iréﬁirﬁs‘hit from 200 AEtEE Yo as" nméﬁ as' -1000‘-:1&%@3 from the
tidtgets Su‘iegguem:l ¥ .during. each mco;ma.issance nRigsion, {.tw‘o 9%, theee f )
@ gg.of‘xg adjusﬁed on actg{é ®pripty tm:ls ‘at Bhoke p *ah&;o;z,.b;gnggr,
g0 AN Pelit” azﬁéaé;*“r gé‘h‘*ngﬁbe?s Welk éﬁa:me&*ap& sg? Larzots wexe
”“efS‘Eé& b;}ﬂ‘t?alrgé m,;nhég; "PoSt - dbiiie” analynia’ of thé) ag. TRY
% yeve] o tHat” ‘tﬁe i*rm&ﬁs Wt 40 $He° tirget area, Eneny
?:‘.'Lés"c“a.nnot ‘bia S5BoeEeTS but” tho' fHet that NVA quit using tho trails
a.nd bxmkerg ,md.:.ca,ted that ’chc H&I fires were effective.

LR

Reeamnendations . That artnllery fires e Jristally adjusted
reas "show” récent WA actIvity, a%d that adjusted targets bo fired
%@% ﬁ?{ 'i‘ér Ehips da:y*s, tnd. poriodica.lly after that as dictated by enery

activity. in the 0-;‘\‘,,‘ ol fang . i
E} ‘vn li P

; vt
AN - L) Bb 8«5;01’13‘ ,,“ﬁ".ﬁﬂf’ . Fhata , o, Qrgpa,ped ?og: obat
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. SUBJECT: Operetional Report = Lessons Lea.med, 2d Squadron, (Ambl), 17th

Cavalry period emiing 30 April 1970 RCS - 65 (r2)s

(2) Evaluations The Aero-Rifle P&a‘coon was combat assaulted ine
to the Khe Sanh Platean to RIF and leave a stay behind patrols Due to ‘the
terrain and missiony-the Platosn Leader did ned:feel it necessary to carry _
M~72 LiW's.. In Tesponse to andther contactj tié Aero~Rifle Flatoon wds piclw
ed up and re-inserted to check $of a wounded N¥E soldier near the Quang Tri
Rivers The wounded WA bad takesf refuge in a feives As the platoon mANeUVeT=
ed to got a hand grerade into th¥ cave ane mafl was killeds Had the platoon
naditheir, customary two LAW'!s pex squad they eeyld have neutralized thg. egve
before approaching it, On another ocoassion, the platoon aonducted HIF.in -
an-exes, proviously ht by Cobra Gunshipe. Thoy saw & bunker with a dead NVA
poldter in the dooxe As they approached the bu.nxer an undetected NVA soldiex
inside the bunker shot an Aero«Rifleman. Due to the demse underbrush the
platoon did not detect*the bunker until it was to close to use LaWts, hand.

‘grenades or M=T9 HE, Had the platoon been equipped with Ma79 CS rounds,.pms

CS round would have neutralized the NVA in the bunkew, Each sguad now carries

" & rounds of CS for the M«79,

" (3) Recommendation: That oach Aero~Rifle Sxguad carry 2 each,
Me72 LAW’B, 6 eachy M«79 CS rounds at all times.

(1) Observation: Air Cavalry Employment

(2) Evaluations The role and employment of Aiy Cavalry end
especially a Hunter-Killer team mugt be contimally stressed to all ¢
at every level throughout the Divi&ion,. \Emphasis’ should be fldced on the
employment of the Hunter-Killer team, its capablities, where it shmﬂ.d be
used and When it should not be used. i .

' g ) Reoamnenda'tiom That ‘hha bnefing cu:rren'kl given by thee
Cmmanding officer 2/1Tth Cavalry to newly assigned ceombat Battaa.ion Copatlia
ers, be given to all Battalion Operations Officérs.and Company-Com u«-

This will ensure that the capabil:.ta.ea and limz.ta'biom o!: A.j.r Ga*m;ry
ment aré widely disseminateds... . .- , e

(1) Ohaerva’c:.ona Banger teams s u;pon msertion, often a:nc'f
pranised ‘nei‘ore be:.ng able to accomplish ‘their misgion, -

( 2) Evaluatiom the m, are fam:,\li.a:n with the 8 ‘me 3
of Re.nger team insextions, and more deception is required &uring m ins‘ i
ionofsmall unit forces, . - ' ‘ o T

- (3) Recmendations* Dhis u.m.t has conducted severa.l 'bypeer of
&ivers:.ons to enable the clandestine. msertion of Ranger teams.; The fi::st ie
the use of .a-iunter~killer:team near. the area, engaging in prmed recoxmaiss-
anoe and :eeoonmisswwe by fire,  This appears to. engage the enemy*'s a‘b’ken«
tion and draw him away fram an area of propozed. i merbion, enabln.ng a team

to be :Lnserted wn.thcut obso**vatlon. B (

L e
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SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons Learmed, on,, (Am’bl) y 17tk
caval.ry poriod ending 30 April 1970 RCS @p €32 .

Another method is the use of a "Sta:ya-m»&" opex*atlon in Vﬁidh
a platoon sized force is inserted with the Rangezgg! d ,
ing. The platoon then conducts a RIF, and ig eﬁ%ﬁ& using the same munber
of alrcraft as was used for the insertion of the. yhdh
team. This leads the ememy to balieve that all per¥bhnel have been extracted

and gives the Rangers a. greater chance 'bo perform’ %heir mission Without de=
tection,

The third teghnique used is that of a “Downed Aircraft"‘, in
which a UH1H appeaxrs to be on fire by use of a white smoke grenade wired to
a stick, which is held inside the cargo compartment by one of the ovew, The
aireraft lands in the LY, the Rangers are dropped out, and the aircraft takes
off a few mimites later, appearing to have put out the fixe,

59 (1) Obsexrvation: Cavalry Mounted (wheeled) Sweepm: >

(2) Evaluation: A vehicle mounted gavalry unit can greatly

' aphance perimeter security and cordon operations especially in the rolling

terrain around Camp Eagle and the coastal lowlands, Because of the vast
flexibility and speed of a ground cavalry unit ihe principle of suxprise ocan
be used to the utmost in neutralizing any attempted infiliration. Xspeciale
ly in daylight hours a wkeeled, ground cavalry unit can cover larger areas of
terrain (one platoon equivélent to area covered by two rifle companies) with
more flexibiblity, The infantry segtion ox ARP cain ba usdl effectively em=-
ployed to exploit terrain inaccesaible to vehicles while scout jeeps apd
rocoiless rifle jeeps provide organic support and protective f:.ree
(5) ‘Recormentiation: Troop D should be deployed mcun'beq. fer
extensive area reconnalsspnce or cordon. oyera’ca.oas in the lowlands.

60 (1) Observation: Effectiveness of Cavalry—érbillezy Raids - -

: ( 2) Evalua:ttt.om "In the. past cavalxy-ertllle:y raids have been .
in reaction to intelligmece sometimes more than o momth old, This leads to
the firing of useless targets. The cavalry has the ability to find taxgets
that benefit this +type of operation, the key being, fast reaction sa that
the enemy can be kept off balance, Intelligence in the Republic of Vietnam
a week o0ld is of little value to an offensive opera:b:.on of this 'typea

- (3) Recomnanda:b:r.om Initial air visual reconnaissance should
be made to detemi.ne target prioritye The decision should be made within
the samé ﬁay as to movement of tube artillery into the arca, keep:.ng in mind
total arqa coveragee Cnce the guns have been set up, targets should be ade
Justed by aerial observer to insure target destriction, Contimmed visual
reoonnaisgance .to asquire furthexr tarsets is essential to provide fresh taxe
gots and ma;qy 3imes previde the capability to see and engage énemy troops
on the ground. TIf <ne fimc laps:e hetwzen deoision to. sonduot .the operations
is over 24 hoixs. snother aezial wisuel reconnaigsance sheru._d bz conducted to
determine if th" target sran if B
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Cavalry pertod ending 30 Apmél 1970 im 5% (RZZ‘%

Te (1) Observations” Use of scout. ‘teams (2 LOH's) in visual mEGAN~-
naissance rdlls, ,

(20 Bvaluations Use of d scout team (2 LOH's) as a recomaisaw~
ance vehicle in areas of gparse enemy dotivity serves the troop in two ways.
It saves airordft time on the more maintenance critical Cobra gunships and
acts as 4 training mission for the LOH pilotss - Also the scout team is able

to work fizet and last light missions in weather wheré a Cobra gunship is
limited in scmé respects.

(3 Recaimerdation: Use of white teams be contimed for Vi
ual reconnaizsance miscions, Bdeh Brigade be briefed on ability ard emw
ployment of the white tedint,

de Organizations
1o (1) Obsexvations TC Maintenance Detachment

(2) Evaluations The support provided by the maintenance dee _
taclment is absolutely necessary for sustained maintenance within the Troop,
Its identity as a seperate unit can cause conflicts which will greatly impede
maintenance progressc

{(3) Recamendations That the TC Detachment dbe deactivited
and reorganized as the maintenance platoon of the Air Cavalry Troop, It is
also recamended that all TOE equipment and special tools be incozporated
in ’bh:.s maintenance pla‘toono .

Qe Tra.irﬁ.ngxa-. NONE,
£, Logisties

1o (1) Observationt Need for higher maintenance priori‘ty for ainw
craft instrumentsd

{2) Eveluations During periods of maa:gz.nal weather9 attitude
instrument flying becomes oritical in the Republic dus to the lack of paxts:
availibilify in regards to aireraft instruments: (los altimeter, RMI, Attiitude
indiocator)s Further, the instruments are a DX item requiring turn in of the
part even before ons can be requisiuloned leaving the alrcraft in a circled
red (X) conditions

(%; Recarmendation: That priomity of a,i.. oralt :I.ns*bmen‘ts: be
raised and *hat sonn tyne of BELE" gymtels be Imcormorated whereby cne can
be wsad whilo o defcotive e io Wured i aid wepaired or reguisitioned.

_&*VM—” [P
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Lea:rned, 24 Squaaron, (Ambi, Mth
Gavalry period ending 30 April 1970 RCS ~ 65 (R2).

g+ Commnicationss:

o (1) Observation: When a forward CP ig established, FM and UHF
oomnunica%iona axe extremely difficult to melntain over long dlstanoos.

(2) Evaluationt The SmgleaSiﬁe-Band. Long=Ranse J‘.‘adloa provige
ed either by TO&E oxr TA are vem well awlted to longw-rangs compunications,

(3) Recommeddatienst This unit, when establis : 3 foxvard
gﬂ incorporated a 83B net inte the - cmmmicationg genter, Th &enahak.eé.
tant commmicatfons at ell ‘timesy and emsble timely amd aqm‘ga :

of al} qpevesiong, fwel} am gapy evwdm,tim Tor w_gapt Togp 48
£ Sy e

" b Mateyials NO&. ~ s
1o Others
‘F'{, (1) ‘Obserygtion: Survival Vests for Aviators

(2) Bvaluation: Aviators need a means fo gfecure items for

supvival to their nperson. In an actual grash the aviater supd 1y 1B
th that whlph is on hig peyson at thé time he leawgs tﬁe a:g;-g;%@t. 8

heg nob %ime tq ggihexr his survival - @@iment,xi ra i ion i

ko o:e uha. tover items axe néeded to surviwe’ any lengfh-of time on the
A % ‘Aiz‘Pexoe wiilizes a nylon vest that pxmg;aes poakei;a ford
*,j 'ti igpmggi‘ldmes, gmdke and a Holster for a side am,’ I% QRS
§-in o veist-fdm whish is Yight anddurdble, I:b is 4a’ excelie&# meat
shouring the necdesdry ifems f.‘o:c swggl. i

TS REgesT
: 3.
(E’;) chxmne;:dat:.om _?cov:.de each cregg—man%pe: with a 1

Bet Vosto.

i

(1) Obserya‘den; Bvery crew of a dewned aircrafi ihat |
Wit has been abie to con’ a,ct on Gga‘azg F:cequensy’g us"" ;& gurd :
hgs been regaqed. Thosd’ whc have gcrt; }ga& the mdi ? ¥e:
re-‘nod ai%rayé: xescyeds

§ (2) a.lua ions The survival madio plays: an eri:xemely l?crt
et role in. the rpscue f :i:he dcmxed a.lrcra.fi: cmms.
%f .

€§) R cgmmenda:bmm That it becomg m&pd.atqq i‘qzz 12 aiz «em‘
fying in the RemFlic 6f Vigtdam to have on their pexsgh’al S aio
ﬁpg.ble of %mn.ﬂtcing on’ G&aivi Frequency {243,08)s

t
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Yo Unit Strength as of 30 April T4

Officers
Auth OH
HT 9. 23
A Typ B
3ZAC 19 10
B Tap-
3331C 19 T
C Trp.
507C 19 14
DTrp 4 4
CoL 3 &
~ Sqdn
. Total 8% &
Inclosure §

Enlisted

1°[0) Total

Auth OH . Auth 0): Auth OH

’4 v/ 168 22 193 2
30 188 165 8 205
=t 32 188" Rif(} 38 208
35 188 202 570 g
0 0 127 151 "t 155
0 0 118 120 2t 12
99 104 oTT 1036 1158 609
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