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3¢ Significant Activities,
1g this repert.mg period Troop A par’clcipated in the Jefferson Glenn
generasl support of the 10lst Airborne Division, 1-2 January, inclement
:nted combat operations in the AO. 3 January, VR of RT 616 showed signs
ck traffic, Gunships received 12.,7mm Anti-Aircraft f(iire at XD 9102.3,
was hit with minor damage resulting, 4-5 January, mglement weather
wbat operations in the AC, 916 Janwary, Troop A performed Visual re-
in the AC with emphasis on RT 616, a Ranger Rslay Tesm was inserted
Numereus shot ats resulted throughout the period., Active 12.7mm pits
d and engaged, Bunkers were spotted for TAC AIR and Artillery. 18-21
op A worked in close support with TAC AIR, ARA and Artiliery to dest~
cache sites, tunnels and spider holes along RT 616, 22-23 January,
ather prevented combat operations in the AQ, 25 January, Several sensor
: activated and were visually checked for activity. 26~28 January, in-
sher prevented corbat operations in the AO. 30 Jamaary, Troop A perform
f flank security for 1/5 Mech in Khe Sanh area of operatioms, A downed
[rocp 8th Cavalry was secured and rigged for extraction. 31 January, pr0

ity for units in Khe Sanh and Sherrard areas of operatian., BHDA of Arc
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wleted with satisfactory results noted,
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2-3 February, Treop A cenducted VR ef RT 616, citra’ctod two Ranger teams
amd inserted twe ethers, Treop D was inserted t; accamplish greund recen~
naissance ef RI 616, 4 February, Trewp A ARP was inserted inte Khe Sanh
cembat base, t¢ secure the arrival of Treep D and Squarden HQ, 4-~7 February
bad weather precluded normal cperations, 8 February, Treep A cressed the lae
tian berder, Aircraft reported shot-ats with three airervaft reporting hits
and aircraft flyable, 10 February, worked arce West of Khe Sanh utilizing
FAC and altA. An Loh and AHIG were shot down, crews were extracted, iircraft
were destroyed Ly the crash. Seven NVA were KBH, 12-17‘. ?‘ebmary were spentx
in support of ARVN ground elements operating in ;..aos. Trocp A worked with
FAC controlled Tac Air:, AlA ang it's organic gun ships to supress enenmy
Anti~pireraft fire, while teans continued their missions 61’ VR for the gro
und forces,., Approxiiately 1é NVa were £BH, 18-25 February, ‘Troop' A was eng
sred in it's assigned missions of VR anci close screen to the ‘gxround forces.
Weather during this pericd frequently delayed’ missions until 1100-1200 hrs.
26 February, Troop A had visual sighting on enemy armor, Two active tanks
were sighted and an AHIG received 15 hits in the process of flying VR in
the vicinity of LZ 31, 27-28 February, Troop A altemated with Troop C and
Squarden Co as C&C to recover an Loh that had been shot down Vic; XD 6225,
Three 12,7mm Anti-Aircraft weapons were located in the area. 1 March, em-
ployed airstrikes against known and suspected enemy locations, 2-3 March,
inclement weather prevented combat operations, 4-6 March, supperted ARVNS
at LZ Sophia and LZ Victory, employed TAC AIR ard artillery on known posit-
imns, 6 March, Hac Bac were inserted te secure a downed crew at Vic XD 478
409, 7 March, Hac Bao and downed crew were extracted under heayy 12,7mm An-
‘ti~Aireraft fire from three weapons. (ne AHIG received 4 hits and returned
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to base where it was determined to b? nen flyable, A truck (5 ton) was dest-
royed and a bulldezer spotted, Area was marked 'fer?a FAC, 8~10 Marchm incle
ment weather prevented cambat cperatiems. 11 March, Tresp A canducted a VR
of LZ Aloui, LZ Brave, LZ Alpha and LZ Hotel to detemmine canditian. Sight-
ed 5 2% ton trucks and marked for a FAC, ARA was utilized en selected tar-
gets, 12-13 March, Treep A missions were VR and screen Vic LZ Sephia, 14-15
March, inclement weather prevented canbat operations, 16-23 March, Troop A
supported the 1lst ARVN Division viecinity of LZ Brewn with heavy teams, Air
strikes were employed and remaining targets were turned over to the FAC en
station. During this period an AHIG was shet down by Bmall arms fire Vic XD
h39405. Crew was extracted. Tanks were sighted en 19 March and were marked
for the FAC. 24 March, céltinued support to lst ARVN Division with heavy Cav
teams, Marginal weather en 25 March prevented working in the ‘AO until 1400
hrs. Route recon of 616 revealed no significant spets and no traffic, past
three days, 26-28 March, Trespp A perfommed in Visual recan role in the Lao
tian and Vietnamese Salient areas to spot peesible targets of opportunity.
Heavy small arms fire was received througheut the area of interest, 29-30
March, supported insertion of ARVN near X0 6802, And perfermed VR in Lao-
tian Salient,
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b, During this reporting peried Treop B parjticipated in the Jeffersen
Glenn eperatien in general support ef the 10lst 'Ai:rl;ome Divisien, With s
primary missien ef intelligence gathiring threugh Visual recannaissance,
1-11 January 1971, Troop B was able te accanplish enly limited Visual recen
naissance due to low ceilings and inclement weather, Cn 6 Janmuary a detail-
ed search was made for a missing AHIG frem Troop C 2/17. During this search
a AHIG listed as missing since 1969 was feund near FSB Veghel, The Aereo Ri-
fle Platoen of Troep B was later inserted on this crash site to recover the
remgins of the crew, 14 Janusry, an Leh was shot down “’. YD 385001 Vic Aleu:'&
airstrip, The aircraft and crew were secured, 16 January, the Troep B ARF
secured a downed aircraft Vic YC 830889, Additienally en 16 Jamuary an Leh
was shot down due to 12,7mn Anti-Aircraft fire Vic YC 558794. The crew was
recovered, the aircraft was lest due to fire, 17 January, the Treop B ARF
was again inserted on a dewned FLIK aircraft Vic YC 870985, 19 January,
Troop B ARF was inserted en a suspected enemy lecation\Vic FSB-Musket, Fm
20~-27 January, Treop B worked in the area ef the Reung Mg Valley YC 8584
supporting Ce L Rangers, 30 January, Treop B operatiens meved to Quang Tri
to support cperations Dewey Canyon II vicinity Khe Sanh, SFebuwary, Treop B
inserted five Ranger teams, 10 February, Troop B lost 2 Icﬁ aircraft. The
first while an covey cover in the Hai Van Pass, Treop B ARP was inserted
on the site and aircraft and crew were extracted., The secand was shot down
in the A Shau Valley by 12.7mm Anti-Aircraft fire, The aircraft wgs destroy
ed and the crew are listed as MIA, From 1ll-14 February, Troop B werked the
Division recon zone detecting enemy truck traffic and destroying a truck a
bulldozer, 15 February, a UHIH on a night Ranger extractien crashed result
ing in seven US KIA. On 16 February, five Ranger teaums were extracted, Frem

19-20 February, Troop B supported Ranger teams and continued the Visual re-
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comaissance in the recon zone, 21 February, an AHIG indirect support of a
Ranger contact fired toc close to friemdly troop?, fesulting in one KIA and
two WIA., The teem was extracted, 24 Februasry, a Tr;'aop B Leh suffered a tree
strike gnd set down onFSB Tomghawk. The aireraft was recovered, 25 February,
Troop B extracted a Ranger team with PCW Vic YD 719901. 26-27 February, Tro-
op B secured for extraction of twe aircraft Viec ¥YD 719901 and YD 531132, 28
February, Troocp B conducted Visual recannaissance in the Divisian recon sene
mapping eneny infiltration reutes and directing air strikes in the A Shau
Valley. 1-31 March, Troopr B worked in. the Division recen zene cenducting Vi
sual reconnaissance, checking sensor activatians and URS reports. 5-6 March,
Troop B ARF secured a downed AHIG at YD 865211 and a UHIH at YD 391361. 13
March, an Loh received an unknown amount of 12,7muo Anti-Aircraft and SAF Vie
YD 199129, The aircraft crashed and burned resulting in twé E}‘S MIA.1L-17 Ma
rch, Troop B ARP secured a downed UHIH Vic YC 727143 and an AEIG at YD 357472
22 March, Troop B ARP secured a downed AHIG at YD 961162, 2 March, extracted
Fanger teams 198 and 19w when team became in contact. 2‘}; March, Pink tean.z cOv
erage was provided for downed UHIH at YD 030025. 30 March, Troop B ARF was
insertec at YD 513031 to reinforce Ranger team 19h in the capture of 2 NVA
FCW's, During the entire reporting period additional missions included BDA

of airstrikes and Arc Lights and limited ground reconnaissance,
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¢. During the 1 January to 31 January reporting period, Troop C staged
from Fhu bai Army Airfield participating in Jefferson Glenn operations, in
general suprort of the 10lst Mrbome Division, with a primary mission of
intelligence gathering thfough Visual reconnaissance. 1-10 January, Monsoen
weather prohibited extensive reconnai:sance of the Division recon zone, 1l-
3C January,was marked by irproving weather which enabled Troop C to contin-
ue the Visual ‘mcdlnaissance of the Divisicn recen zone., 4 heavy increase
in enemy activity wes noted during this psricd around the Alouil airstrip and
wst of Tiger Pountain, An estimated EW}G conpany was pin fointed, 4 "Cavalry -
Cobra" raid was launchsd and a HDA in the fifteen foot hich elephant grass re
vsaled 3 NVA KEH. It is felt that better results were obtained than those in
dic.ted Ly the HIA, as the team was sble te silence rather intense fire in 5‘
the area. During this pericd Troop C rescted with its sero Rifle Flatom to %
five down=d aircraft, Additionalljr Troop C-supported three Ranger teams in
cantact, From 1-4 February Troop C staged from Fhu %Bail Adrfield, From 5 Feb
ruary to 28 February, it staged from Khe Sanh combat base, 8 February, O743
hours the Troop C commander, Mgjor James T, Newman led the first heavy Cav
team into laos in suppert of the Vietnamese Rangers., 12 February, Troop C
lost two AHIG's to hostile fire an the Laotian border, (ne crew is listed
as MIA,.The second crew was extracted, The area of the contact was engaged
by Artillery, TAC AIR and cne B52 strike, 18 February, the Troop commander
extracted four er five Americans frou a downed Dustoff aircraft, while the
Ranger firebase was under heavy small arms, Anti-Aircraft fire and Mertars,
Mditionally en the 18th an Leoh m‘shat down and it exploded, The crew is
still listed as MIA., The remainder ofthe manth of February was spent in a
prizlary rele of screening for extraction of Vietnamese Ranger firebases and
working firebases 30 and 31, 1-31 March, Troop C staged eut of Khe Sanh com-
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bat base in general support ef Lam Sen 719, During this period Troep C ARF
manned a pertion ofthe Khe Sanh perimeter, The' AR movement ef their forces
enabled the Troop to resume it's full time job of recanaissance, Troop €
was assigned recan zane that extended westward to Techepaie and to the north
of Highway 9. After the ground objectives had been reached and withdrawal be
gan, Treep C began close suppert by screening PZ's and recennagissance eof
flights reutes, The Troop alsc acted in resupply capacity en occasien during
this peried,
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d, In the peried of 1-28 January, Treop D pérxjoi-md it's assigned mis—
sians of Eagle Reactien Force, Periméter Defense and acted as immediate Re=
action Force with Treop(-)te all insertions of any Squarden Aere Rifle Fla-
toen, l-4 January, overflights of the perimeter defenses were mgde with re-
spect to possible enemy reutes of infiltratien, and poesible ambush sites,
Feports submitted covering this activity indicated areas of pessible imprev
ment, 28 January, waming order for movement to Quang Tri was issued, Troop
was to further prepare to carry sut combat operatiens, 2” February, Troop D
made a combat assault Viec XD 854238, to canduct a ground bomb damage assee-
ment (BDA)and a ground recannaissance of the surreunding area that had been
tentatively identified as a NVA headquarters complex, The Troop was extrac
ted at 031500 hre at XD 854238 and XD 848236, FZ's were green, L February,
Troop D moved to Khe Sanh combat base in suppert ef Lam Sen 719, Headquarters
(=) by caavoy and twe platoems by air, 5-14 February, Troop D hardened the
perimeter defenses, bunkers, fighting positiens and owrhead cover were given
priority, 15 February, Troop D was given the responsibility eof security fer
the rearm refuel point at La Cen, XD 814368, and at this time assumed cent-
rol of the Aero Rifle Flatoans of the assigned and opcen Air Cav Treops, Am
bush and sweep operatiens in the Squardon AQ were accemplished as part of
the perimeter defense plan threugh 14 March, 15 March, Khe Sanh combat base
began to receive daily Artillery attacks by NVA 122mm field guns. 23 Mareh,
at 0230 hrs, Troop D repulsed a Sapper attack by the 2nd Co 15th NVA Engineer
Battalian. This 40 mgn attack, supported by indirect fire, 60mm Mertars, and
REG's penetrated the 3rd Flatoen positiaon in it's attempt to reach the air-
field PCL and rearm points, The enemy broke centact at O&45 heurs., A first

light check revealed 14 NVA KIA, 1 FOW, 9 AK-50's, 3 RPG launchers and one



Reproduced at the National Archives

R

AVDG-S@-3 7 May 1971
SULJECT: Operational Repert - lessens learmed

9mz pistel captured alang with numerous small grms amunition and demcli-
tiam equipment, An additiongl 6 NVA are estimated KIA. (Bodies were recove V
red by retreating enemy), US losses ;aere 3 KIA, 5 WIA mejor, 13 WIA mino;; -
27 March, Troop D was given order te return to Quang Tri, Area was evacuat
ed in approximgtely 1 hour with minimum exposure to possible indirect fire,
attack, <6 March to the end of the reporting period Treop D gcted as the

Squardan Reaction Force for downed aircraft and crew security,



Reproduced at the National Archives

e

AVDG-5Q-3

SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report - lessens learned

2, lessens Iearned:
a. Persamnel
b, Intelligence
¢, Opsratiens

1, Use of the McGuire Rig

2, The OH5A as a Scout wvehicle

Nene

Nene

3. Marking cabability for C&C aircraft and Scouts

d, Organization

). The Air Force Tactical Air Control Party

2, The Squadton Flight Surgeon

e, Training

s Hel'i,copter touchdown autorotabtion

f. Logistics
g. Commnicatiens

h. Material

Nene
None

Nene

7 May 1971
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¢, Cperatiens
1l, Use of the McGuire Rig for extractiom,

a. Cbservation: Careful ccnaide;ratim of all fqctors of aircraft flight
must be considered prior to committing an air crew te a McGulre extractien,

b, Evaluation: The loss of a Troop B UHIH excuting a McGuire extractioen
during marginal weather cenditions at night, brought the McGuire Rig inte
focus, It's inherent limitatiens, instability and not being able to draw the
extracted persan into the aircraft cabin area suspect cause of the accident
mwentiened, .

c. Recommendgtion: That whenever possible, the use of the McGuire Big.
be utilized as the low prierity method eof extractien, Medivac support is de
cidedly mere advantagecus, both in terms of immediate medical attention and
safety,

2, The (H6A a® a Scaut Vehicle,

8. Observatian: The OHO6A and ether ebservation tjr;?e helicepters are,
frem g doctrinal peint eof view, the eyes of the Divisimm,.

D, Evaluatien: The (bservation helicopter asit is presently censtitu
ted, provides & very minimally effective capability of reconnaissance in An--
ti Alrcraft weapan envirenment, The Anti-Aircraft weapons faced during lam
Sen 719 can hardly be classified as technically sophisticated, with many ef
them bearing design and manufacture dates in the late 1930's and early 19,0's

Yet by sound tactical employment, and agressive techniques, the enemy was
able to effectively limit our ebservatien cabability with the CH6A becauss
of it's ingbility to survive hits by other than a small caliber weapan,

c, Recemmendation: The AHIG proved to be an effective observation heli
copter when pressed into service in this role, It's success could be incor-

porated into the next generatien of observatien helicepters intended for use
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in a reconnaissance role, A meoveable turret firing to beth sides is a must,
This alone will ensble the scout to surpress immedigtely, witheut flying te
wards the target. This very critical time between receiving fire and the ac
quisitian of the target by the escort gunship is the difference many timss
between survival and casuality. Additionally, consideration must be given
to providing some protection to the crew, of the most wulnerable member of
the Cav team,

3. Marking Cabability for C&C aircraft and Scouts,

a. Cbservation: As presently employed the C&C aircmfvt and scout mst,
mark targets, LZ's, PZ's with a smcke gernade,

b. Evaluatian: In the fast moving enviroment of Lam Sen 719 where Anti
aircraft positions were numerous and well ,cencealsd, g rapid marking cababd
ility is required. To take the time to verbally describe the target to the
supporting elsments, whether it be organic gunships, ARA eor an Air Ferce -
FAC is toe slow. Valuable time is lost in the transitien of your sight pic
ture to that of the supporting fires, The C&C aircraft who from an employ-
ment standpeint , should stay high to provide a good everview, is forced to
decend into the action to mark, with the attendant degrading of his primary
function, The scout on the other hand must overfly a hostile areg, if he is
to use smoke gernades to mark relative positions,

c. Recemmendations: That C&C aircraft and scouts are afforded the, "%

“state of the art", provisions to mark targets or positions with some degree
of standeff,

d. Organizatioan
1. The Air Force Tactical Alr Centrel Party (TACP),

a. OCbservation: The employment of a Ferward Air Controller (FAC) with
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the Cav team in laos was infinity successful in.a “’hunter killer" role,
b. In a combat enviroment, clo§e coord:lnat'icn mist be made between
complementing arms of the United States Military. The Cav team comcept
of Visual reconnaissance and targét acquisiticn is a proven formula. {n the
other hand, many herd targets prove to be stubborn for the Cav team to dest
roy, with organic fire power, lhe Cav tear working with FAC can bring fire
power to bear on these targets that is aprropriate, The Cav team and FiC are
s mitually supporting and provide egch other protection, This close working
‘ relationship was rade possible only after Lhe 2/17 Cav had a TaCF attached.
The TACT was instrusental in workine out the minute coordination details
’ that srell success,
c. Gecomrencation: Consideration be given to the attachrent of a small
T4CF, with organic commnication equipment, to the Air Cavalry Squardon when
it is anticipated that TAC AIR will b2 employed by tlhe Cav team, Ample pre-
cedent exists to support this recommendation, ‘
2. The Squadéon Flight Surgean .
a. Observation: The work load of the Squardon Flight Surgeon is unwieldy.
b, Evaluation: The medical work load coupled with the professional ad-
ministrative requirements are in excess of the capacity of one mans ability
to fulfill.
c. Fecommendation: The addition ¢f a professionally competent Medical
Service Corps Officer would ease the administrative work load sufficient Vo
enable the Flight Surgeon to perform his primary duties more expeditiocusly.
2, @& Training
a. Helicopter touchdown autorotatians
1. Observation: Aircrift are being subjected to accident producing manue-
vers, while ostensibly training to prevent accidents.

2. Evaluation: Several helicopter accidents have resulted locally from the
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determination to be proficient in an emergency manuever that exposes the air
craft and crew to critical Flight envelope, The j;c;uchdovm autorotation, while
necessary in the initial checkout J.n an aircraft, has questionable value as a
continuing repetitive requirement.,

3. Recommendation: Available data from USABAAR and Headquarters USARV be scree
ned to provide a data base, This data base to then be used to determin the fea

8ibility of eliminating the touchdown autorotation as a check ride manuever,

when not performing transition training or instructor pilot qualificatiom.

1300 O, Seas.

William P, Stubbs
Cpt 5-3,
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2. lessans leamed:
a. Persannel Nene
b, Intelligence None
c. fperagtions
1, Use of the McGuire Rig
2, The (H6A as a Scout vehicle
3. Marking cabability for C&C aircratt and Scouts
d, Organization
1. The Air Force Tactical Air Control Farty
2, The Squardon Flight Surgeon
e, Training

1. Helicopter touchdown autorotation

f, Logistics None \
. .

g. Communications Nane

h., Material None
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¢, Cperatios Do
1, Use of the kceGuire Rig for extrastion,
a. Observation: Careful consideration of all fagctors of aircraft flight
must be considered prior to commftting an air crew to a McGuire extractien,
b. Evaluation: The loss of :'f Troop B UHIH excuting a McGuire extraction
during marginal weather conditions at night, brought the McGuire Rig into
focus, It's inherent limitations, instability and no£ being able to draw the
extracted persan into the aircraft cgbin areg suspect cause of the accident
ﬁﬁntimed, T >
c. Recommendation: That whenever possible, the use of the McGuire "iRig

T}

be utillzed as the low: pnor%v method of ext.ractim. l»hdivac suppor’c :EFS
cidedly more advantageous, both in terms of immediate medical attengim and
safety, . I oo D

2. The CH6A as a Scout Vehicle, | : T

g o

a. Observation: The OH6A snd other observation type helicepters a% ;) N
from a doctrinal point of view, the eyes of the Divisiem, . L$

b. Evaluatien: The Cbservation helicorter agsit is presently const}tu
ted, provides a very minimally effective capabllity of reconnaissance in A:I‘
ti Alrcraft weapon environment, The Anti-Airci;aft weapons facgd during Lam
San 719 can hardly be classified as technicaliy sophisticated » with mahy of
them g_‘bearing design and manufacture dates in the late 1930's and early 1%.0's
Yet by sound tactical employment, and agressive techniéuea, the enemy‘ was
able to effectively limit our observation cabaggnility with the CHAA becausze
of it's inability to survive hits by otheAr than a small caliber weapan,

¢. Recommendatian: The AHIG proved to be an effective observation héli
copter when pressed into service in this role, It's suceess could be incor-

porated into the next generation of observation helicopters intended for use
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in a reconnaissance role, A moveable turret firing 'to both sides is g must,
This alone will enable the scout to surpress méiately, without flying te
wards the tér@t, This very critical time between receiving fire and the ac
quisition of the target by the eaco(rt gunship is the difference many tinmes
between survival and casue:lity. Additionally, consideration must be given
to providing some protection to the crew, of the most wulnerable member of
the Cav team, | N

3. Marking Cabability for C&C aircraft and Scouts,

a. Observation: As presently employed the C&C aix:;:i'aft and scout mst’

¢
.

mark targets, LZ's, PZ's with a smcke gernade, -

b, Evaluation: In the fast moving enviroment of lam San 719 where Anti
aircraft positions were numerous and well ,concealed, a rabid marking cabab
11ity is required, To take the time to verbally describe tt:e target to the
supporting elements, whether it be org#nic gunships, ARA or an Air Force %,x
FAC 1is too slow. Valuable time is lost in the transitian of your sight p:i
ture to that of the supporting fires, The C&C aircraft who from an employ-
ment standpoint , should stay high to provide a good overview, is forced to
decend into the action to mark, with the attendant degrading of his primary
function., The scout on the other hand must overfly a hostile aréa, if he is
to use smoke gernades to mark relative positions,

c. Recommendations: That C&C aircraft and scouts are afforded the, "s
tate of the art", provisions to mark targets or positions with some degree
of standoff,

d., Organization
1, The Air Force Tactical Air Control Party (TACP).

a. Cbservstion: The employment of a Forward Air Coentroller. (F;:AC) with
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the Cav team in Laos was infinity successful in-a "hunter killer" role,

b. In & combat enviroment, close coordination must be made between

complerenting arms of the United States Military. The Cav team comcept

of Visual reconnaissance and target acquisition is é proven formila. On the =

other hand, many hard targets prove to be stubborn for the Cav team to dest
roy, with organic fire power, The Cav team working with FAC can bring fire
power to bear on these targets that is appropriate, The %v team and FAC are
mitually supporting and provide each other protectian, This close working
.relatlcmship was rade possible cnly after the 2/17 Cav had & TACP attached,

The TACP was instrumental in working out the minute coordinapion details

I}
&

that spell success, ; S |

¢. Recommendation: Cansideration be given to the attacf;mnt of a 8
TaCP, with organic comxmm:s.catim equipment, to the Air cavélry Squardcn hen
it is anticipated that TAC AIR will be employed by the Cav team. Ample pm-\\
cedent exists to support this recommendation, ! :
2, The Squardon Flight Surgeon

a, Observation: The work load of the Squardon Flight Sungegn is un; ,«

b, Evaluation: The medical work load coupled with the p;mfess;onal ad-
ministrative requirements are in excess of the capacity of e’ mans abllity
to fulfill. Lo

c. Recormendation: The addition ¢f a professionally competent Med:f‘cgl
Service Corps Officer would ease the administrative work load aufficiefxt!'?to
enable the Flight Surgeon to perform his primary duties more expeditiouélyf

e. Training

a. Helicorter touchdown autorotations

-1, Observation: Alrcréft are being subjected to accident producl’mg manue-

vers, while ostensibly training to prevent accidents,

? Fraluation: Several helicorter accidents have resulted loca_ll,y, from the
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determmatim to be proficieht in an emergency manuever that exposes the air
craft and crew to a critical Fllgh‘t envelope. The touchdown autorotation »
while necessary in the initial checkout in an aircraft, has questionable val
ue as a continuing repetitive requirement, \ .
3. Recommendation: Available data from USABAAR and Headquarters USARV be scr
eened to provide a data base. This data base to then be used to determin the
feasibility of eliminating the touchdown autorotation as a check ride menue-

ver, when not performing transition“training or instructor pilot qualifice-
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! a\é} XEQ}WM
4 Troop B participated in the Jeffersm

\“"‘) b, During &
Glenn operation in general support of the 10lst Airbome Divisien, With a
primary missian of intelligence gathering through Visual recannaissance,
1-11 January 1971, Troop B was able o accanplish anly limited Visuagl recen
naissance due to low ceilings and chlement w:ather. n 6 January a detail-
ed search was made for a missing AHIG from Troop C 2/17. During this search
a AHIG listed as missing since 1969 was found near FSB Veghel, The Aerc Ri-
fle Flatoon of Troop B was ’later inserted on this crash site to recover the
ré:_nains of the crew. 14 January, an Loh was shot down a;,'YD 385001 Vie Alwi
airstrip. The aircraft and crew were secured, 16 January, the Troop B ARP
secured a downed aircraft- Vic YC 830889, Additionally on 16 January an Loh
was shot down due to 12,7mm Anti-Aireraft fire Vie YC 558794. The crew was
recovered, the gircraft was lost due to fire. 17 January, th; Troop B ARF
was again inserted on a downed FLIR aireraft Vic YC 870985. 19 January,
Troop B ARF was inserted on g suspected enemy locagtion Vic FSB Musket, From
20-27 January, Troop B worked in the area of the Roung Roung Valley YC 8584
supporting Co L Rangers., 30 January, Troop B operatima moved to Quang Tri
to suprort operations Dewey Canyon II vicinity Khe Sath 9Fobm!xy, Troop B
inserted five Ranger teams., 10 February, Troop B lost 2 Iﬁ:h aircraft. The
first while on camvoy cover in the Hal Van Fass, Troor B ARP was inserted
on the site and aircraft and crew were extracted., The secand was shot down
in the A Shau Valley by 12.7mm Anti-Aircraft fire., The aircraft was destroy
ed and the crew are listed as MIA, From 11-14 February, Troop B worked the
Division recon zone detecting enemy truck traffic and destroying a truck a
bulldozer. 15 February, a UHIH on a night Ranger extraction crashed result
ing in seven US KIA. On 16 February, five Ranger teams were extracted. From

19-20 February, Troop B supported Hanger teams and continued the Visual re-
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canmnaissance in the recon zorne, 21 February, an ARIG indirect support of a
kanger contact fired too close to fx;ienglly troors, resulting in one KIA and
two WIA., The tear was extracted, 24 February, a .Tro?p B Loh suffered a tree
strike and set down onFSE Tomahawk. The aircraft; was recovered, 25 Fetruary,
Troogr B cted a Ranger team with FCW Vie YD 719901, 26-27 February, Tro-
op L secured for extractlon of two aireraft Vie YD 719901 and YD 531132, 28
February, Troop 5 conducted Visual reconnaissance in the Division recon zme
mapplng enewy inflltrat:.on routes and directing air strikes in the A Shau
?alley./zi/, 31 I~§arch, Troop B worked in the Division recon zane canducting Vi
sual reconnaissance, checking sensor activations and URS reports, 5-6 March,
Troop B ARP securec a downed AHIG at YD 865211 and a UHIH at YD 391361, 13 .,
Farch, an Loh received an unknown amount of 12,7mn Anti-Aircraft and SAF Vie
YD 199129, The aircraft crashed and bumed resulting in two US MIA.14-17 Ma
rch, Troop B ARF secured a downed UHIH Vic YC 727143 and an AHIG at YD 357472
22 ¥arch, Troop B AHP secured a downed AHIG at YD 961162, 24 March, extracted
Ranzér teams 198 and 19w when team becare in contact. 29 March, Pink team c;.Ov
erage was provided for downed UEIH at YD 030025, 30 March, Troo(B ARF was
mserted at YD 513031 to reinforce Ranger team 1%h in the capture ef 2 NVA
FCy's, During the entire reporting period additional missions included EDA

of air@%rikes and Arc Lights and limited ground reconnaissance,
b
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i \c. During the 1 January to 31 January reporting‘period, Troop C staged
\}:’\ror!.; Phu Bai Army Airfield participating in Jefi‘e;rs,m Glenn operations, in
general suprort of the 10lst Airborne‘ Division, with a primary mission of
intelligence gathermg through Visual reconnaissance. 1~10 January, Monsoon
weather prohibited extensive reconnaissance of the Divisian recon zone., 1ll=
30 January,was marked by improving weather which enabled Troop C to contin-
ue the Visual reconnaissance of the Division recon zone, A heavy increass
in enemy activity was noted during this pericd around the Aloui airstrip and
We‘%t of Tiger Mountain. An estimated NVN company was pin pointed. A "Cavalry,
Cobra" raid*r«"yas launched and a BJA in the fifteen foot high elephant grass re
vealed 3 Nij;KBH. It is felt that better results were obtained than those in
dicated by the BDA, a8 the team was able to silence rather intense fire in
the area. During this period Troop C reacted with its Aero Rifide Flatom to
five downed a’;ircf'aft. Additionally Troop C supported ti'xx:ee Ranger teams in
cmtagt.ié';&f {4 February Troop G staged from Phu Bal Alrfield, From 5 Feb
ruary i};o‘28 February, it staged from Khe Sanh combat base, 8 February, 0743 .
hours ;che Troop C commander, Major James T, Newman led the first heavy Cav
team into laocs in support of the Vietnamese Rangers. 12 February, Troop C
lost two AHIG's to hostile fire on the Laotian border, (ne crew is listed

as NIA.The second crew was extracted, The area of the contact was engaged
by Artillery, TAC AIR and e B52 strike, 18 February, the Troop commander
extracted four or five Americans from g8 downed Dustoff aircraft, while the
Ranger firebase was under heavy small arms, Anti-Aircraft fire and Mortars,
Mditionally an the 18th an Loh was shot down and it exploded, The crew is
still listed as MIA, The remainder ofthe month of February was spent in a
primary role of screening for extfaac\tim of Vietnamese Ranger firebases and

P \\;1' * :
working firebases 30 and 31.‘»" I-Bl'ﬁrch, Troop C stgged out of Khe Sanh com-
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bat base in general support of Lam Sen 719, During this period Troop C ARF
manned a portian ofthe Khe Sanh pe;'imeter. The ARVN movement of their forces
eniabled the Troop to resume it's full time job of recannaissance., Troop C
was assigned recan zone that extended westward to Techepme and to the north
of Highway 9. After the ground objectives had been reached and withdrawal be
gan, Troop C began close support by screening PZ's and reémnaiésance of
flights routes, The Trocp also acted in resupply cabacity on occasion during

" this period,
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light was completed with satisfactory regults noted.
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K -3 February, Troop A canducted VR of KT 616, extricted two Ranger teams
and inserted two others, Troop D was inserted t.o accompliéh ground recon-
naissance of KT él6. 4 February, Tropp A:jABI—.L-was inaerted inte th_S;nb o
corbat base, to secure the arz‘iwfai_ ‘oAi:VITroop D and Squardan HQ. L-f(‘ Febr.;ﬁax‘&
bad weather precluded normal operstiens, 8 February, Troop A cross!_\ed thg lao
tian border, Airerait reported shot=gts with three aircraft report‘;l.ng hits
and aircraft flyable., 10 February, worked areas West of Khe Sanh utiiizing
FAC and ARA. An Loh and AHIG were shot down, crews were extracted, Aircraft
;vere destroyed by the crash. Seven NVi were KEH, 12-17‘.P;ebmary were spent‘
in support of AHVN ground elements operating in %.aos. Txroop A worked with
FAC controlled Tac Air; Ak and it's organic gun ships to supress eneny
Anti-Aircraft fire, while teams continued their missians of VR for the gro
und forces., Approximately 16 NVA were KBH., 18-25 February, ';‘mOp Ai_.was eng
ared in it's assigned missions of VR and close screen to the ground‘\ forces.
Weather durding this periad frequently delayed missions'ur;tﬂ 1100-1200 fzrs.
26 P‘ebmary; Troop A had visual sighting on enemy armor. Two active tanks
were sighted and an AHIG received 15 hits in the process of flying VR in
the vicinity of LZ 31, 27-28 February, Troop A altemated with Troop C and
Squardon Co as C&%C to recover an Loh that had been shot down Vic XD 6225.1.;\\
Three l2.7mm inti-Aircraft weapons were located in the areadJ 1 March, em-
rloyed airstrikes against known and suspected eneny lo;:ation‘s. 2-3 lkarch,
inclement weather prevented cambat opérations. L4-6 Harch, supporte;d ARYNS
at LZ Sophia and LZ Victory, employed TAC AIR and artillery oan knlom posit-
ions, 6 March, Hac Esoc were inserted to secure a downed crew at ,Vic XD 478
4CY., 7 karch, Hac Lao and downed crew were extracted under heav;' l?.7mmAn-

ti=-Aircraft ¢ '
ire frox three weapcons. (ne AHIG received 4 hits amd ‘\xvetumed
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| to base where it was detemined to be nen fi&able; A truck (5 ton) was deste
royed and a bulldozer spotted. Area was marked for a FAC, 8-10 Marchm incle
ment weather prevented ccmbét operatias. 11 March, Treep A canducted a VR
of LZ Aloui, LZ Bravo, LZ Alpha and LZ Hotel to detemine condition. Sight-
ed 5 2% ton trucks and marked for a FAC, ARA was utilized on selected tar-
gets, 12-13 March, Troop A missions were VR and screen Vic LZ Sophia. 14-15
March, inclement weather prevented cambat operatims, 16-23 March, TfOOP A
supported the lst ARVN Division vicin;.ty of L7 Brown with heavy teams, Air .
stfikes were employed and remaining targets were tummed over to the FAC on
station. During this period an AHIG was shot down by small arws fire Vie XD
439405, Crew was extracted. Tanks were sighted an 19 March and were marked
for the FAC. 24 March, continued support to lst ARVN .Divisicti with heavy Cav
teams, Marginal weather am 25 Hﬁrch prevented working in the AO until 1400
hrs. Route recen of 616 revealed no significant gpots and no "‘oraffic, past
three days. 206-28 March, TN%J A performed in Visual recon rolé in the Lao
tian and Vietnamese Salient é;'eas to spot possible targets of opportunity.
Heavy small arms fire was received throughout the area of interest., 29-30
March, supported insertion of ARWN near XD 6802, And perfomed VR in Lao-

tian Salient.





