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J: Significant Activities. 
., . 

19 this reperting pericxi Troop A participated in the Jefferson Glenn 

general support of the lOlst Airborne Division. 1-2 January, incletrent 

:mted combat operations in the AO • .3 January, VR of RT 616 showed signs 
" 

ck traffic. Gunships received 12.7m Anti-Aircraft fire at X'D 91024.3. 

waS hit with minor damage resulting. 4-5 January, inclement weather 

mbat operations in the AO. 9-16 Jan.ary, Troop 'A perforned Visual. re­

in the AC with emphasis Ql RT 616, a Ranger Relay Team was inserted 

NUlOOr<us shot ats resulted throughout the period.. Active 12.7mm pits 

d a.nQ engaged. i1mkers were spotted for TAC AIR and Artillery. 18-21 

op A woIked in close support with TAC AIR, ARA and .Artillery to dest­

cache sites, tunnels and spider holeS' along RT 616. 22-2.3 January, 

ather prevented combat operations in the AO. 25 January, Several sensor 

: activated and were visually checked for activity. 26-28 January, in­

~rer prevented cOD'.bat oJ:erations in the AO. ,30 Janury, Troop A perform 

)f flank security for 1/5 *ch in Khe Sanh area of operati0D6. A downed 

froop 8th Cavalry was secured and rigged for extraction. 31 January, pI\) 

lty for unite in Khe Sanh and Sheppard areas of operati<ll. IDA of Arc 



IVlIill rlfcnrves 

ratiQlal Report - uasQls laamed 

Ipleted with satisfaotory re'sults noted. 

7 May 1971 

" . 
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2-3 Februa17, Tr.op A CGucted. VI .r RT 61.6, extract_ two ltAUlger teams 

ani inserted tv. ethera. TrGCIP D was insert8li t. acccampliBh gr4iUD.& "0&­

naiasance .r Ja 61.6. 4 i'ebruar;y, ~ A ABP waS in •• rted. into 1Ol. Sanh 

canbat base, to secure the arrival or TrMp D and Squard.& HQ. 4-7 F.bruary 

bad weather precluded normal operaticcs. 8 Februar;y, Trnp A crGlSsed. the La-

tian bolder. Aircraft reported shot-ats with three aircraft re.J::'orti.'1g hitb 

and aircraft flyable. 10 February, worked a rea 'dest of Khe Sanh utilizing 

F AC and AItA. l\Jl Loh and AHlG v/elre shpt down, cr*:n...s were extracted. Aircraft 
" . 

were destroyed 1:.;.1 the crash. Seven NVA were KBH. 12-17 February were spent 
.. 

in sup}:>ort of ARVN ground e1em::nts operating in Laos. Troop A worl<:ed. with 

FAG controlled Tac Air" AI.A ant! it's organic eun ships to supress enemy 

Anti-j..il'craft fire" while teans cont1nued their missions of va for the gro 
't. 

und forcoas. APproximately 16 NVA were KBH. 18-25 February, Troop A was eng 

.q:::ed in it I sasS i&ned missions of VB. and close s cleen to the ,ground forces. 
, . 

T;leather during this pericd frequently delayed. missions Wltll 1100-1200 hrs. 

26 February" Troop A had visual sighting on enemy armor. Two active tanks 

were sighted and an AHIG received 15 hits in the process of f1;ying VR in 

the vicinity of LZJ1. 27-28 February, Troop A alternated with Troop C and 

Squardon Go as C&C to recover an Loh that had been shot down Vic XD 6225. 

Three 12.7m Anti-Aircraft ~apons ' ..... re located in the area. 1 March, em-

ployed airstrikes against known and sus}:ected enemy locations. 2-3 March, 

inc1eIllmt weather prevented combat operatiQ'lSo 4-6 March, aupperted ARVNS 

at LZ Sophia and LZ Victory, empleyed TAe AlR ana artillery Cll knOltll pctSit­

iClls. 6 March, Hac Bao were inserted te secure 8 downed crew at Vic XD 478 

409. 7 March" Hac Eae and. d.owne<i crew were extracted. under hea", 12.7mm JIl­

.ti-Aircraft f1re frGlll three -weapals. ene AHIG received 4 bite B,I¥;i retumeci 
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to base where it was a.etennined to be nCll flyable. A truck (5 tCZl) was d •• t-
, 

reyecl and a bulld.ozer spottea. Area was marked 'for a FAC. 8-10 Harchm incle 

ment weather prevented cQllbat operatiGns. 11 March, TNIPP A cGneiuctecl a VR 

of LZ AlQli, LZ Bravo, LZ Alpha. and LZ Hotel to determine calditiCZl. Sight­

ed 5 2~ ton trucks and markea for a FAC. ARA was utilizeG. em selected tal'­

gets. 12-13 Karch, Troep A missions were VR and. screen Vic LZ Sophia. 14-15 

March, inclement weather prevented. canbat operatiCZls. 16-23 March, Troop A 

supported the 1st A.R~ Division vicinity of LZ Brown with heavy teams. Air 

strikes were employed and remaining targets were tumed. over to the FAe til 
.- . 

staticn. During this period. an AHIG was shot down by small aIm8 fire Vic XD 

439405. Crew was extracted. Tanks were sighted co ~9 Marc~ and were marked. 

for the FAC. 24 March, ccntinUeA support to 1st ARVN Divisicn with heavy Cav 

teams. Marginal weather CIl 25 March prevented working in the AD until 1400 
" 

hrs • .RoJ.te reCal of 616 reveal~ no significant spots' and no traffic, past 

three ~. 26-28 March, TretIp A perf'onned in Visual reccn rol~ in the Lae 

tian anei Vietnamese Salient areas to spot possible targets at opportunity. 

Heavy SlIlall arms fire was received throughQUt the area of interest. 29-30 

March, supported insertiCll of ARVN near Xl) 6802. An. perl'ormetl VI in Lao­

tian Salient. 
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b. During this reporting period tr.op B participatea in the Jefferse 

Glenn operatial in general 8UPPQrt .r the 10lst "Airborne Divisi.". With. 

primary mission ef intelligence gathering threugh Visual rec~iasance. 

l-ll January 1971, Troop B was able:t. accanplish ely llmitec:l Visusl reclll 

naissance clue to low ceilings and. inclemtlnt ~ather. en 6 January a d.etail­

ed. search was made fGlr a missing AHIG frem Trocp C 2/17. During this search 

a AHIG listed. as missing Brince 1969 was fClUlld near FSB V.ghel. The Aero Iti­

fle Pl.atoe Qf Trocp B was later in.erte. on this crash 8ite to recover the 

remains of the crew. 14 January, an Leh was shot down at YD .385001 Vic Aleui 
-til I ~ 

airstrip. The aircraft and crew were secured. 16 January, the Troop B A.l\F 

secured a downed aircratt Vic YC 830889 • .*iciitianally m 16 January an Leh 

was shot do'Wll clue to l2.7m. Anti-Aircraft fire Vic YC 558794. 'lbe crew was 

recovered, the aircraft was lost due to fire. 17 January, t~ tr.op B AftF 

was again inserted CIl a downed FUR aircraft Vic ye 870985. 19 January, 

Troop B ARP was inserted an a suspected enemy lecation Vic FSB,MJ..ket. From 

20-27 January, TroGp B work. in the area ef the bung Rctung Valley YC 8584 

supporting Co L ftangers. 30 January, Troop B operatiCB meveci to QJ,ang Tri 

to support ~rations Dewey Canycn II vicinity Khe Sanh. 9l;ebnal7l Tl"Mp B 

inserted five Ranger teams. 10 February, Troop B lost 2 Loh airc~tt. The 

first while en CQl.voy cover in the Hai Van Pass. Troop B ARP was inserted. 

on the site and aircraft and crew were extracted. The secClld. was shot down 

in the A Shau Valley by l2.7mm Anti-Aircraft fire. The aircratt .... aestroy 

ed. and. the crew are listed. as ~IIA. From 11-14 February I TroQP B worlcea. the 

Divisicn reeon ZCIle o.etecting enemy truck traffic and destroying a truck a 

bulldozer. 15 February, a UHIH en a night Ranger extracticn crashed result 

ing in seven US KIA. G1 16 February, tive Ranger tea:us were extracted. Frc 

19-20 February, Troop B supported. Ranger teams and continued. the Visual 1'8-
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cQ111aissance in the recon zone. 21 February, an AHIG indirect support of a 

Ranger cQ'ltact fired too close to friendly troops, resulting in Qle KIA and. 

two WIA. The team waS extracted. 24 February, a Troop B Loh suffered a tree 

strike and set down onFSB TGDJ&hawk. The aircraft was recovered. 25 February, 

Troop B extracted a Ranger team with Pew Vic YO 719901. 26-27 February, Tr0-

op B secured for extraction cd' two aircraft Vic YD 719901 and. lD 531132. 28 

February, Troop B COI'lQucted Visual recC1ll'laissance in the Divisicn recon ZQle 

mapping eneD\Y infiltration rwtes a.n& directing air strikes in the A Shau 

Valley. 1-31 March, Troop B WQIked in .. the DivisiQl recm ZUle ccnducting Vi 
~ . ~ 

sua! reconnaissance, checking sensor activatiQlS and UliS repClrta. 5-6 .. reh, 

!reap B ARF secured a downed AIDG at lD 865211 and a UHIH at YD 391361. 13 .- , 

l-arch, an Loh received. an unknown amQlnt Qf 12.7lI1!l Anti-Aircraft __ SAP Vic 

YD 199129. The aircraft crashelll and oomed resulting in two US !aA.14-l7 Me 
'. 

reh, Troop B ARP seeured a downed UHIH Vie ye 727143 and an AHIG at YO 357472 

22 March, Troop B ARP secured a downed AHIG at YD 96li62. 24 ~rch, extracted 

Ranger teams 19s and 19w when team became in contact. 29 March, Pink team cOy 

erage waS provided for downed UHIH at YD 030025. 30 March, Troop B ARP was 

inSt:: rtec at YD 513031 to reinforce Ranger team 19h in the capture of 2 NVA 

Feltl's. During the entire reporting period additional missions included IDA 

of airstrikes and Arc Lights and lindted ground reconnaissance. 
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c. During the 1 January to 31 January report~g period I Troop C staged 

from Fhu bai Army Airfield participat:iJ1g in Jefferson Glerm operations, in 

general 5UPI-·ort of the lOlst Airborne Division, with a primary mission of 

intelligence gathering throueh Visual reconnaissance. 1-10 January, Honsoon 

weather prohibited extensiw reconnaLsance of the Dj vision recon z.cne. 11-

JC JanuRry,was marked by iIc,proving w=ather which enabled Troop C to contin-

ue the Visual ~cctmaissance of the Division reccn zone. A hEnwy increase 

m enelI¥ (Jetiv} ty we5 noted durille this p-::rioo around the Aloui airstrip and 

';\:::st of 'figer l'ountair,. An estimated l~VN cOIlJ'any was pin 'Fointed. A "Cavalry " 

Cobral! raid' was launched rind a BD,iI. in the fifteen foot hieh elephant grass re 

waled 3 NVA KBH. It is felt that better results were obtaln.;;d than those in 

dic,;ted Ii: the IDA, as the team W'f\S bble to s:i.lence rather intense fire in 

the area. During this perioi Troop C re::Jct.ea w-ith its Aero Rif'ie Platocn to 

five dcpNf;.;:;,d aircraft o Additionally Troop Csupported th:r:ee Ranger teams in 

CQ1tact. From 1-4 February Troop C staeed from Fhu Hai Airfield. Front 5 Feb 

ruary to 28 February" it staged from Khe Sanh combat base. 8 FeblUary, 074.3 

hours the Troop C commander, )!ajor Ja!re8 T. Newman led the first heavy Cav 

team into laos in support of the Vietnamese Rangers. 12 February, Troop C 

lost two AHIG·. to heatile fire Ql the Laotian bolder. (he orew is listed. 

as MIA. The secCI'le crew was extractetl. '!be area at the cClltaCt was engaged 

by Artillery, TAC Alit and. CDe B52 strike. 18 FebrUa17, the Troop OCll!llUl"el' 

extracteci f'ClUr .1' five AlDtriOallS frCln a dO'llllecl Duatott aircraft, while thl 

Banger firebase was under heavy small al'lllJ, Anti-Aircraft fire and IWrtars • 

.... d.itianally en tha 18th an Loh was shot dOlCl and it expl.Gded. '!he orew 1.8 

atill1isted a6 MIA. The remainder ot'the mcntb or Februa17 was spent in a 

prima17 role et soreening for extractien of Viet.a.&mne Banger firebaeee -

werking fi:rebases 30 ana ,31. 1-.31 Marcb, ~ C 8~ ct of Khe $8Dh c .... 

.• 1 

:1f 
i. 
It 

. i 
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bat baBe in general support ef Lam Scm 719. During this period Tl'O¢Ip C .ur 

manned a porticn of the Kbe Sanh periD!ter. 'lb. ARVN movement ef their force. 

enable4 the TrGop to resuu it' 8 full tiD job of reccmnai.B8ance. Troop C 

was assigned recCilll ZCiIIle that extend-ad. lII8stwarci to Techepa1e anei to the north 

of Highway 9. After the groond. objectives had been reached and. withrirawal be 

gan, Treep C began close 8Uppcrt by screening PZ's __ reecnail8ance fIl 

flights rautes. The Troop al80 acted. in resupply capacity ~ occaaill1 eluring 

this peri_. 

,- , 
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Ill. In the pericd. of 1-28 January, Troop D performed it'8 assign ... mia-

siQ1S Gf Eagle ReactiGll'l Foree, PeriJrBter Defeuse and acte4i 88 immediate !til­

acti<Xl Force with Troop(-)t~ all insertiQ'l8 of any SquarGCIl Ae" Rifle Pla­

toWl. 1-4 JanuaI7, overflights of the ~rimeter clefensee were made with re-

spect to possible ene~ routes of infiltratian, an4 poe.tble ambush 81tee. 

fteporta submitted. covering this activit;y ind.icateli areas .r p08sible imprev 

mente 28 Janua17, warning order for moftIrent to ~ang Tri was issued.. Troop 

was to further prepare to carry wt combat operataD8. :2 February, Troop D 
" . 

maGe a combat assault Vic 10 8542}8, to conduct a grouncl bomb .&mage asses­

ment (IDA)ana a ground. recQ'Ulais8ance of the surr~.ing area that had been 

ten ta ti vely iAentif iea as a NVA heaciquarte rs complex. The Troop was ext-rae 

ted at 031500 hrB at 10 854238 ami XD 848236, fZ's were greenr 4 February, 

Trtlop D moved to Khe 5anh combat 'base in suppert .r Lam Scm 719, Headquarters 

(-) by CQ1VOY and. twe platoals by air. 5-14 February, Tl'GCIp D haxeened the . . 
permter ciefenses. limkere, fighting p08iticms anA everbs" cover were given 

priority. 15 February, Troop D was given the responsibility of security for 

the rearm refuel point at La Cotl, XD 814368, ana at this time asaUDIci CCIlt-

rol of the Aero lU.fle PlatoCils of the assignee and. OPCCl'l Air Cav Tr0~e" AJn 

weh and sweep o~ratiQl1e in the Squar8~ AO were acceq>liehea as part of 

the peri.neter defense plan thrQUgh 14 March. 15 March, Khe Sanh cCllDbat base 

began to receive daily Artillery attacks by NVA l22J11m field gun •• 23 March, 

at 0230 hrs, Troop D repulsed. a S8p~r attack by the 2nd Co 15th NVA Engineer 

BattaliQl. This 40 mtn attack, 6upporte4 by indirect fire, 60an "rtan, and 

Rf'G's penetrated t~ 3rd flatoeo positicm in it's attempt to reach the air­

field POL and. re8nn points. The ene~ breke contact at 064.5 hw.re. A first 

light check revealed 1.4 NVA KIA, 1 FOW, 9 AK-50' s, J RPG launchere ana CIIle 
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9m:::l pis tel captured almg with nUBerWI small aI'Ill8 amunition an<il. ciemol.1-

tiQ'l equipment. An ae.aiti<nal 6 NVA are e.tiJlaW KIA. (BOfiie. were "cove 

red. by retreating enemy). US losse. were J lU, 5 ru major, 13 WU minero 

Z7 :t-1arch, Troop D was given oI'fier t. retul"D to O1ang Tri. Area was evacuat 

ea in approximately 1 hour with min1Ja.un exposure to possible indirect fire, 

attack. 28 P..arch to the end of the reporting periOll Treop D acta« a' the 

Squardm Reaction Force for downed aircraft and crew security • 

. ' . 
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2. Utaatna Learned.: 

Nee 

b. Intellis-nce 

c. q>eratiCills 

1. Use ot the McGuire Jtig 

20 The (l{6A as Ii Sceut vehicle 

3. Marking cababilH.y for C&C aircraft and Scouts 

d It OrganizatiCfl 

1. The Air Force Tactical Air Control Party 

2 .. The Squacriton Flight Surgectl 

e. 'fralning 

1 .. Hel-icopter touchdown autorotat.ilJn 

f. Lcgist.ics 

I. Cemmun1cat1GDa 

7 )Iq 1971 

" . 
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c. ~raticns 

1. Use car t~ McGuire Rig for extraction. 

a. Observation: Careful cCIlsideratic:n 01' all f,ctore of aircraft flight 

IIllst be considered prior to committing an air crew to a McGuire extraction. 

b. EvaluatiCll: The loss of.' a Troop B UHlH excuting a McGuire extract.ion 

during marginal weather cGlllCiitions at night, brought the McGuire llig into 

foeus o It's inherent limitatiClS, instability and not being able to draw the 

extracted persQ1 into the aircraft cabin area suspect cause of the accii.ent 

.' , 

c. Recomnenciation: That whenever possible, the use of thl McGuire Big 

be utilized a8 the low priorlv method .f extracticn. Mlciivac support 18 ae 

c1d.edly ~re advantageoul, both in terms or iDu:aediate _ieal attentiQn aM 

safety., 

2q roe CH6A a8 a Scout Vehicle. 

a. Observation: Thit OH6A anA .ther obeervatiCll type helicopters are, 

frem a doctrinal PQint ef.' view, the eyes of' the Division. 

bQ Evaluatien: The Observation DalicQpter sait is presently' censtH.u 

tH, provides a very minimally .ffective capability of reconnaissance in N:1 •• 

ti Aircraft weapQZ1 envirGrllDent. The Anti-Aircraft _apons faced during I..aII 

SCil 719 can hardly be classified as technically sophisticated., with ma.ny .r 
them bearing design and. manufacture dates in the late 1930 l s anti early 1940's 

Yet by sound tactical employmmt, and agressive techniques, the enemy was 

able to effectively limit our obeervatiCll cabi.bllit,. with the ai6A because 

of it's inability to survive hits by ot'l-tlr than a small caliber wea.pCll, 

c. l'II!coIllIT~ndation: T'l-tI AHIG proved to be an effective observatiClll heli 

copter wb3n pressed. into service in this role. It's success cOJ.l.d be incOI'-

porated into the next generaticn eM' observatiCll helicopters inteDiie4 for use 
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in a reconnaissance role. A moveable turret ti~ing .to both side. is a lIllst. 

This alone will .nable the scout to, surpress iJmJBdiately, without flying tA 

wards the target. This very critical tiD between receiving tire and the ec 

quisitiCll of the target by the escQrt gunship is the difference many timl8 

between Burvival and. caluallty. Aclfiitic::nall;y, cGneWeration lII.lSt be given 

to prov1i.ing 80M protectiCXl to the crew, of the mat'lt wlnerable l118m.ber of 

the Cav team. 

J. Marking Cabability for C&C aircraft anci Scouts. 

a. (l)servatiQEl: A:i presently employed. the C&C aircraft and. 8cOUt DUlt .• 

mark targets, LZ's, PZ's with a Smat8 gerna' •• 

bo Bvaluaticru In the fast moving .nviroment of l&l.n SCIl 719 where Anti 

aircraft positioos lIIIIr8 numerous and well ,cCllllcealed, a rapiJi marking eabab 

ility is required. To take the time to verbally describe the target te thl 

supporting elements, whether it be organic gunships, .ARA or an Air Force ~.' 

FAC iB tGCI Blow. Valuable ti.tls iB lost in the transitiCll of your sight.. pic 

ture to that of the supporting fires. The C&C aircraft who from an employ­

ment stand.point , should. stay high to provide a good. overview, is force. to 

decend into the actic::n to mark, with the attendant degrading at his primar,y 

function. The scout on the other han. mst overtly a hostile area, if he is 

to use smoke gemades to mark relative positions. 

c. Bec8lllD1Jndations: That C&C aircraft and. sccuts are afforded. the, .... 

\! ..l 
)tate of the art", provisions to mark targets or positions with 80l'lB .... gre • 

• r s tand.Gf' f • 

ti. OrganizatiGll 

1. The Air Force Tactical Air CQltrol Party (TACP). 

a. ObservatiClll1: The employJOOnt of a Forward. Air Ccntroller (FAC) with 



. ~6produced IIttheNllional Archives 
. ... ~ -', .. 'j ~-

r~ 

AVDG-SQ-J 7 Ma7 1971 

SUBJECT: C4>eraticnal :Report - Le8SQllS IJ3ameci 

the Cav team in Laos was inf'inity successful it1.a IIhwlter killer" role. 

b. In a combat enviroent, close coordinatiOl1 mIst be made between 

compleenting arms of the United States Military. The Cay team concept 

of Visual reconnaissance and target acquisiticn is a proven fonwla • .en the 

at,her hEHld, many herd targets prove to be stubborn for tb,e Cay team to dest 

roy I with organic fire power. The Cav teait' working with FAC can bring fiI'El 

power to bear en these targets that is appropriate. The Cav team and FAe are 

nutually sUIJPorting and provide each o1~her protection. This close working 

relationshiF waS r.ade possible enlyafter the 2/17 Cav,had a TACP attached. , . .. 
The Il','tcr waS instrumental in \'lorkir,s out the minute coordination details 

that s I~ell SllCC'l'SS. 

c. Hecomrrendation: Consideration be eiven to the attachaent of a small 

TJ,GF 1 with orc::anic commmication equipm:mt l to the Air Cava~ry Squardon when 

it is anticipated that TAC AIR will '00 employed by the Cav team. AmPle pre-

cedent exists to 6UJ;port this reco~ndation. 

2. The SquaM-on Flight Surgeon 

a. Observaticn: The work load of the Squardon Flight Surgeon is unwieldy. 

b. Evaluaticn: The nedical work load coupled with the professional ad-

ministrative requirements are in excess of the capacity of one D;lans ability 

to fulfill. 

c. Recommendation: The addition 9f a professionally competent Medi~al 

Service CorFS Officer would ease the administrative work load sufficient -to 

enable the Flight Surgeon to perform his primary duties more expeditiously. 

3. -. Training 

a. Helicopter toucbiown autorotatioos 

1. Obeervaticn: Aircrift are being subjected. to accident producing manue­

'vers, while ostensibly training to prevent accidents. 

2. Evaluation: Several helicopter accidents have resulted locally from the 
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determinatiCll to be proficient in an emergency. manuever that exposes the air 

craft and crew to critical Flight envelope. The ,:touchiown autol'OtatiCll, while 

necessary in the initial checkout in an aircraft, has que~~ionable value as a 

cmtinuing repetitive requirement. 

J. Haco1IllI8ndation: Available data from USABAAR and Headquarters USARV be scree 

ned to provide a data base. This data base to then be used to determin the fea 

sibility of eliminating the touchdown autorotation as a check ride IIBnuever, 

when not performing transitian training or instructor pilot qualification. 

" . 

I, .. \I"IA • ". C". _~ '"" ~.D.~ 
William p. Stubbs 
Cpt 5-J 
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2. Lessons learned: 

a. Personnel None 

b. Intelligence Ncne 

c. Cperations 

1. Use of the ijcGuire Rig 

2 • The ffi6A as a Scout vehicle 

.3. l-larldng cabability i'or C&C aircraft and Scouts 

d. Organiza tion 

1.- The Air Force Ta ctical Air Control Party 

2. The Squaxdon Flight S~rgec:n 

eo Training 

1. Helicopter touchdown autorotaticn 

f. Logistics 

g. Comnunicatians 

h. Material 

Nale 

Nooe 

None 

7 }riay 1971 ' 

.' . .. 

/ , 
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c. ~erations 

1. Use of the }<leGuire Rig for extraation. 

a. 'Observation: Careful consideratioo of all f~ctors of aircraft flight 

rust be coosidered prior to cOIDII$.ting an air crew to a Y"JCGuire extraction. 
t 

b. Evaluatioo: The loss of 6 Troop B UHIH excuting a McGuire extraction 

during marginal ~ather conditions at night, brought the McGuire Rig into 

focus. It I s inherent limitations, instability and not being able to draw tm 

extracted persQ1 into the aircraft cabin area suspect cause or tm accident 

mentiooed" " . 

c. Recollll'rendation; That whenever possible, the use of tbsl McGuire~ltig 

be utilized as the lowpri0ritl IIBthcxi of extractiCll. 

cidedly more advantageous, both in terms of i.mnJ3diate 

safety. 

2. The CH6A as a Scout Vehicle. i '.' ~:. 
f I, .:"\ 

a. Observatioo: The OH6A and other observation type helicoPte'rsa~" "'?< 

from a doctrinal point of view, the eyes of the Divisicn. ',:,~ 

b. Evaluation: The Observation helicopter asit is presently const~ 
'I" 

ted .. provides a very minimally effective capability of reconnaissance in ~:.. 

ti Aircraft weapon environment. The Anti-Aircfaft wapons faced during Lam 
t . 

Sen 719 can hardly be classified as technically sophisticated .. with many of 

't, 

them bearing design and manufacture dates in the late 19.30 1s and early 1940'15 

Yet by sCWld tactical employnent, and agressive techniques, the enem;y was 

able to effectively limit our observation cabi.,bility with the Qf6A because 
... r 

of it's inability to survive hits by otbslr than a small calltper _apen. 
- } 

c. Reconmendatian: The AHIG proved to be an effective observation heli 

.copter when pressed into service in this role. It's success could be incOl'-

porated into the next generation of observatioo helicopters intetded for use 
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in a reconnaissance role. A moveable turret firing 'to both sides is a DUst. 

This alone will enable the scout to'surpress i.Inn:ediately, without flying t.e 

waros the target. This very critical time between receiving fire and the ae 

quisition of the target by: the escort gunship is the difference many tms 
·3 

betwen survival and casuality. Additiona14, consideration must be given 

to providing SOBS protection to the crew, of the most 1lUlnerable mai:nber of 

the Cav team ... 

3. Marking CababUity for C&C aircraft and Scouts. 
" , 

a. <.'bservation: As presently employed the C&C aircraft and scout mst'" 

mark targets, LZ's, PZls with a smcke gemade. 

b. Evaluation; In the fast moving enviroment of Lam Sal 719 where Anti 

aircraft positions were numerous and well ,concealed, a rapid marking cabab , 
Uity is required. To take the time to verbally describe the targ~t to .the 

supporting elements, whether it be 

FAC is too slow. Valuable time is 

"~. 
organic gtmship3, 'AHA or an Air Force ';'~:~l 

''!l:'; 
1 • ~ 

lost in the transitial of your sight pic 

ture to that of the supporting fires. The C&C aircraft who from an empl~ 

ment standpoint, should stay high to provide a good overview, is forced to 

decend into the action to mark, with the attendant degrading or hie primary 

functial. The scout on the other hand IlUst overf'~ a hostile area, if' he is 

to use smoke gemades to mark relative positions. 

c. BscoIIIImndations: That C&C aircraft and scouts are afforded the, "s 

tate of the art", provisions to mark targets or positions with 801m degree 

of standoff. 

d. Organization 

1. The Air Force Tactical Air Control Party (TACP). 

a. Observation: The employn:ent of a Forward Air Controller. (FAC) with 
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the Cav team in Laos waS infinity successful in: a '!hunter killer" role. 

b. In a cOll',bat enviroment, cl~e coordinat.i.on rust be made bet.....een 

com}::lexrenting arms of the United States KUitary. The Cav team c~cept 

of Visual reconnaissance and target acquiBiticn is a proven formula.Ch the 

other hand I many hard targets prove to be stubborn for the Cav team to dest 

roy, with organic fire pO>.N'er. The Cav tean: working with FAC can bring fire 

power to bear Q1 these targets that is appropriate. The l;v team and FAC are 

nutually sup}::orting and provide each other protectioo. This clcse working 

re1aticnship was wade pcssibl.e mly after the 2/17 Cav- had a TAcP attached.. 

The TACP was instrumental in working oot the minute coordina~ion details 
\ 
" that spell success. , .. 

c. RecolD!!endation: Censideraticn be given to the attachlIlmt of a ~ 
TACP I with organic cOIIllWllicatien equipnsnt, to the ,Air Cav~I'7 SquJr-on ~n 
it is anticipated that TAC AIR will be employed by the Cav' team. ~le pre~>. 

" cedent exists to support this recOJJ:lIl:t3ndaticn. .: 

2. The Squardcn Flight Surgeon 

a. Observatim: The work 10ad of the 

b. Eva1uatim; The medical work load 

\ . . " 

Squarden Flight S~~~9tl'is u~wt1dY. 
'\ ", ',',,, 

coop1ed with the p;rofess.ional 8d-
, i; "\ 

, , 
ministrative requirezrents are in excess of the capacity of ene'mans ab'±lity 

to fulfill. , 
\ 

\ ' 

c. Recommendation: The addition pf a profeSSionally c~petent Medic~l 
. '\ 

Service Corps Officer woold ease the administrative work load sufficient to 

enable the Flight Surgecn to perform his primaI'7 duties mo~ expeditiwsly. , 

e. Training 

a. Helicopter toucmown autorotations 

1. Observation: Aircrift are being subjected to accident producing manue-

vera, while ostenSibly training to prevent accidents. 

") l<' .. ~ l""H t"W\' ~p"pr):ll he 1i~ot:,ter accidents have resulted locally from the 
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, .::::.. 

determinat\on to be proficient in an emergency manuever that expOs~~, the air 

craft and crew to a critical Flight envelope. The touctdown autorotattQn, 

while necessary in the initial checkout in an aircraft, has c:pestionable val 

ue 8S a continuing repetitive requirement. 

3. Recommendation: Available data from USABAAR and Jeadquarters USARV be Ser 

eened to provide a data base. This data base to then be used to determin the 

feasibility of eliminating the touchdown autorotatian as a c~ck ride manue­

ver, when not performing transition'training or inst~.c~or pilot qualities: 

tian. 

j 
I 

• 1 ' 

/ 

, , 

!'\ 

i' /\1 
, /. :; .J.~ . 

,~', \ 

,:, 
v 
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C::) b. During t~;'~:;;'J;-p~J'*~~~~rticlpated in the JeffersCll 
-

Glenn operation in general support of the 10lst Airborne DivisiCll. With a 

primar,r mission of intelligence gathering through Visual reconnaissance. 

l-ll Januar,r 1971, Troop B was ablato accanplish QIlly limited Visual recQtl 

naissance due to low ceilings and. inclement 'WE::ather. Ch 6 January a detail­

ed search was made. for a missing AHIG from Troop C 2/17. During this search 

a AHIG listed as missing since 1969 was found near FSB Veghel. The Aero Ri-

fle P.l.atoon of Troop B was later inse,rted on this crash site to recover the 
." , ;:. 

remains of the crew. 14 January, an Loh was shot down at YD 385001 Vic Aloui 

airstrip. The aircraft and crew were secured. 16 January, the Troop B ARP , , 

secured a downed aircraft Vic YC 830889. Additimally en 16 January an Loh 

was shot down due to l2.7mm Anti-Aircraft fire Vic YC 558794. '!he crew was 

~covered, the aircraft was lost due to fire. 17 January, the Troop B ARP 

was again i..'1serted on a downed FUR aircraft Vic YC 870985. 19 January, 

Troop B ARF was inserted on a suspected enemy location Vic FSB Musket. From 

20-27 January, Troop B worked in the area of the Roung Rcung Valley YC 8584 

supporting Co L Bangers. 30 January, Troop B operati':"flS~JLoved to Q,lang Tri 

to sUPfort q:>e rations Dewey ConY"" II vicinity Khe s::r.~ 9F:4~. Troop B 

inserted five Ranger teams. 10 February, Troop B lost 2 !lOh 'aircraft. The 

first while on CQ'lvoy cover in the Hai Van Pass. Troop B ARP was inserted 

on the site and aircraft and crew were extracted. The secQld was shot down 

in the A Shau Valley by l2.7rrrm Anti-Aircraft fire. The aircraft ~s destroy 

ed and the crew are listed as MIA. From 11-14 February, Troop B worked the 

Division recon zone detecting enemy truck traffic and destroying a truck a 

bulldozer. 15 February, a UHIH on a night Ranger extractim crashed result 

ing in seven US KIA. en 16 February, five Ranger teams were extracted. From 

19-20 February, Troop B supported Ranger tearr.s and continued the Visual ~-
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connaissance in the recon zone. 21 February, an AHIG indirect support of a 

f..anger contact fired too dose to friendly troo}:s, resulting in cne KIA and 

two ~{IA. The tear., HaS extracted. 2.4 February, a .Troop B Loh suffered a tree . 
strike and set down onFSB Tomahawk. The aircraft was :reco~red. 25 February, 

Troq; 13 extracted a Ranger team with few Vic YD 719<;()1. 26-27 February, Tro-

op !.:; secured for extraction of two aircraft Vic YD 719901 and YD 531132. 28 

February, Troor B conducted Visual reconnaissance in the Divisicn recon ZQ'l8 

mapping enen;y ,infiltration routes and directing air strikes in the A Shau 

ValleY.lt3i~ ~.arch, Troop B worked in the Division recCll ZQ'l8 CQlducting Vi 

sual. reconnaissance, checking sensor activaticns and URS reports. 5-6 March, 

Troop B ARP secured a downed AHIG at 'ro 865211 and a UHlI:I at ID 391361. 13 ~ 

c,.arch, an Loh received an unknown amount or 12.7JI11l Anti-Aircraft and SAP' Vic 

YD 199129. The aircraft crashed and burned resulting in two US MIA .. 14-17 Ma 

reh, Troop B AfiI- secured a downed UHIH Vic Ie 727143 and an AHIG at YO 357472 

22 lI.arch, Troop B ARP secured a downed AHIG at YD 961162. 24 March, extracted 
I . 

F.ange r teaIfsS 196 and 19w when team becaIrs in contact. ~9 Marcb, Pink team cOv 

~rage was provided for downed UHIH at YO 0)0025. 30 March, TrOo(B ARP vas 

inserted at YO 513031 to rein1'orce Ranger team 19h in the caPture""~ :2 NVA 

lCd's. During the entire :reporting period additional missiOl'l8 included. IDA 

of airtiYtrikes and Arc Lights and limited ground reconnaissance. 
f 
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(' C ) c. During the 1 January to 31 January reportingpeI'iexi, Troop C staged 
~. . . 
fron. Phu Bai Army Airfield participating in Jeffers_on Glenn operations, in 

general support of the 101st Airborne Division, with a primary mission of 

intelligence gathering through Visual reconnaissance. 1-10 January, MonsoCXl 

':.'eather prohibited extensive reconnaissance of the Divisicn recm ZQ'le. ll-

30 January"wss marlted by improving.weather which enabled Troop C to ccnt:1n­

ue the Visual reconnaissance of the Division recQ'l zone. A heavy increase 

in enemy activity was noted during this period around the Aloui airstrip and 

1/~st of Tiger Mountain. m estimated NVN company was pin .'p.ointed. A "cavalry ~ 

Cobran raid;r.~was launched and a IDA in the fifteen foot high elephant grass re 
..w;., 
'i __ 

vealed :3 NVA KBH. It is felt that better results we're obtained than thooe in 

dicated by the IDA, as the team was able to silence rather intense fire in 

the area. During this perio:i Troop C reacted with its Aero R11\l.8 Platocn to 

five downed aircraft. Additionally Troop C supported three Banger teams in ._.-: ~ ': ., 

cQ'ltact.· Fro]f{ 1-4 February Troop C staged from Phu &.i Ai,rf'1eld. From 5 Fe,b 

ruary to 28 February, it staged from Khe Sanh combat base. 8 February, 0743 . 

hours the Troop C commander, Major James T. Newman led the first heavy Cav 

team into Laos in support of the Vietnanese Rangers. 12 February, Troop C 

lost two AHIGt s to hostile fire Q'l the Laotian border. {he crew is listed 

as lIJA. The secQ'ld crew was extracted. The area of the CQ'ltact was engaged 

by Artillery, TAC AIR and Q'le 1352 strike. 18 February, the Troop commander 

extracted four or five A.lI:2ricans from a downed Dustoff aircraft, while thl 

Ranger firebase waS under heavy small arms, mti-Aircraft fire and Mortars. 

/iiditicnally Q'l the 18th an Loh was shot down and it exploded. '!he crew is 

still listed as }lilA. The remainder of the mcnth of Februar;y waS spent in a 

primary role of screening for extraction of Vietnamese Ranger fire bases and 
f'._ \ 

.~\.."A, ) 
.... rorking firebases 30 and 31.\ 1-31 Mirch" Troop C staged out of Khe Sanh com-, 
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bat base in general support of Lam Son 719, During this pericxi Troop C ARf' 

manned a portiCll of the Khe Sanh periD:eter. The ARVN moverrent or their forces 

enabled the Troop to resurre it' e full tine job cf recamaissance. Troop C 

was assigned recCll ZClle that extended -westward to Techepme and to the north 

of Highway 9. After the ground objectives had been reached and withdrawal be 

gan, Troop C began close support by screening PZ' e and recamaissance or 

flights routes. The Troop also acted in resupply capacity an occasion during 

this period. 
" , 



Reproduced at~ Nftooal Archives 
#,~-" 

AWG-S~3 7 Y.ay 1971 

.)ULJ.t:.Cl: C,perational Rsport - Lessons warned 

light was ccapleted with satisfactory reQults noted ... 

" . 
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(~3 February, 'l'roop A conducted. VR of hT 616, extracted two Ranger teams 
-

and inserted. two others. Troop D was inserted to ~c.cOlt~li8h grwnd reC,Ql-

naissance of RT 616.4 February, T~.I\:!UiP~wa~;"·in8i-rted: intoKh~Sanl} 

combat base, to secure the arrival of Troop D and Squardm HQ. 4-7, February 
" 

I 

bad weather precluded normal operations. 8 February, Troop A cross~ the Lao 
I 

tian border. Aircraft reported shot-ats with three aircraft reporting hits 

and aircraft flyable. 10 February, worlced area ~.rest of Khe Sanh utilizing 

F AC and AF.A. M. LOO and AHIG we re sh.ot d COOl, crews we re extracted. Aircraft 
'4'. • .\. 

were destroyed by the crash. Seven NVA were KBH. 12-17 February were spent 

in support of Anv"N grOWld elezwnts ope ra ting in Laos. Troop A worl<ed. with 

F AC controlled Tac Air, AhA and it's organic gun 5hi~ to supress eneIri,Y 

Anti-Aircraft fire, while tean;s continued their mi.ssiClls of va for the gro 
\ 

und forces. Approximately 16 NVA were KBH. 18-25 February, Troop A was eng 

a[ed in it's assigned missions of va and close screen' to the ground forces. 

~'leather du1'!ing this periai frequently delayed missions untll 1100-1200 hra. 

26 February, Troop A had visual sighting on eneIlV' armor. Two active tanks 

were sighted and an AHIG received 15 hits in the process of flying va in 

the vicinity of L2 31. 27-28 February, Troop A alternated with Troop C and 

SquaroOll Co as ~C to recover an Loh that had been shot dow Vic XD 6225.\ 

Three 12.7nur. Anti-Aircraft ""apons ""re located in the areapllorph. om- ", 

r-lo;yred airstrikes against known and 5usrected enemy locations. 2-3 ¥.arch, 

inclelrent hreather prevented COl.llbat operations. 4-6 14arch, supported ARVNS 
I. 

at L2 Sophia and 1Z Victory, employed TAC AIR and artillery Ql kri9W'l posit-

ions. 6 ¥18rch, Hac Bao were inserted to secure a downed crew at "V:ic XD 478 

40'). 7 l'..arch, Hac Bao and downed crew '({ere extracted under hea~~> l!f.YIDm J..n­

ti-Aircraft f 
ire froo. three """,a pons • Cne AHIG receiveci 4 hits and ireturned 
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to base where it was determined to be, nan flyable. -A truck (5 ton) was dest­

royed and a bulldozer spotted. Area was mark~ for a FAC. 8-10 Marchm inele 

ment weather prevented canbat operatiens. 11 March, Tro~ A ccnducted a va 

of L2 Alrui, LZ Bravo, L2 Alpha and LZ Hotel to detennine conditicn. Sight­

ed 5 2i ton trucks and marked for 8 FAC. ARA was utilized en selected tar-

gets. 12-13 March, Troop A missions were va and screen Vic LZ Sophia. 14-15 

March, inclement weather prevented ccmbat operatiClls. 16-23 March, Troop A 

supported the 1st ARVN Division vicinity of L2 Brown with heavy teams. Air ~ 

strikes were employed and remaining targets were turned over to the FAC CI'l 

statim. During this periCd an AHlG was shot down 'by small arms fire Vic :xl) 

439405. Crew was extracted. Tanks were B ighted CI'l 19 March and were marked. 

for the FAC. 24 March, cmtinueci support to lst ARVN Divisice with heavy Cav 

teams. Marginal weather en 25 March prevented working ;iIi the AO until 1400 

hrs. Route recon of 616 revea;Led no significant ,pots al'ld no~rarfic, past 

three days. 26-28 March, Trolf A performed in Visual recm role in the Lao 
.. ' 

tian and Vietnamese Salient ~reas to spot possible targets or opportunity. 

Heavy small anna fire was received thrcughout the area or interest. 29-30 

March, supported insert1cn or ARVN near XD 6802. And performed VR in lao­

tian Sa lien t. 

( 
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