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Two heavy !!'achinegun loca'Gions ',;ere reported to 'Droop A today. One was a.t 
vicini ty XD 839241 and the other at vicinity XD 816..235. Due to inclement weather, 
our Ale we:·e u.na.ble to work in the AO. T'ne pilots -pulled maintenance on the air­
craft, thus utilizing the time to the best ability. . 

2 Jan 71 
Below minimum weather conditions, prevailed throughout the day, keeping Troop A 

Ale grounded. Aircraft maintenance was pulled and preparations for the upcoming 
inspection were made. 

3 Jan 71 
Visual recons of route 616 today spotted signs of heavy truck traffic from the 

boroer to coordinate XD903239. While on the first OR of 616, two gunships received 
.51 caliber fire at coordinate XD910243, one a.ircraft took one hit resulting in only 
minor damage. FrOlt coordinate XD903239, where the truck traffic stopped, a 31 trail 
shoed signs of heavy foot traffic. On the last OR of lOute 616, the chase ship, a 
DR-IE, received .51 caliber from two different ,ositions, ~ at coordinates ~ 
XD853239 and one at coordinate XD853244. Last light OR for the 3rd :BDE lOlat UK 
Div reported several trails in vicinity cordinate YD449309 to YD390320 with 
negative recent activity. 

4 Jan 71 
Due to inclement weather conditions missions were not comple~ed today except 

last light DR for 2nd WE IOlst Abn Div special DR box •.. The las,t light team reported 
two small trails in vicinity corrdinate YD504246 and YD512245. 

5 Jan 71 
Aircraft of Troop A were unable to fly today because o~ bad weather conditions. 

The day was spant working on aircraft. 

6 Jan 71 

Visual reconnaissances wel~ conducted throgghout the day in the northern sectors 
of RZ's 2, 3, and 4. NumeroUS trails were spot'ted by teams working in these areas. 
'!he majority of the trailS had negative recent activity, but some were reported 
wi th rr.ovement wi thin the past 24 hours. 

7 Jan 71 

'\/eather , ... as a negative fact today. The only Irlis!::lion that was complete was the 
last light for 3rd WE. A bun.1cer, a possible old cache 8i te, and several trails were 
all t.~at was observed by the pink team. Aircraft maintenance was emphasized during 
the day. 

8 Jan 71 

l'·ti.ssions c,:nducted by !roop A today were mainly in HZ 'a 3, 4, and 5. Last light for 
3m lID::: and two leaflet dropS were also preformed. Truck traffic was observed 
along route 616 (Wi thin the :f.QSt 24 hOurs). Numerous trails, 8 bunkers, three .51 
pits, a garden area, arA a f~~1}were observed near route 616 in the8~ 
recon zones. At vicinity 90'fJllr;r:~Q!'EfE'H'learod aniGf~J'p.l0 to 100 !",ople 
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had. been'in the region \vi~Ct!~" ., , ... 
TWo possible mortar po ,i - ap~rcximately 8 trails were 

spotted in tne 3m BDE area' ast light. 
Along route 616 in RZ5, numerous trails were once again spotted by A/e in the 

AO, along with bunkers, a hootch, 3 SI pits, and one .51 caliber pit under con~ 
strucition. A six foot log bridge a,nd'a:4' footbridge, both with negative R/A, were 
observed in this vicinity also. 

The leanet drops were at vicinity 91t11342 andYic:i.nity 123175. 

9 Jan 71 

Activity for Troop A centered mainly along route 616 and the northern region of 
the 3m EnE,area.! contact mission was enacted at vioinity 304364 when a platoon 
of NVA were spotted in 'he open. A LOR took fire in the northern section of the 
3m EnE area today. Nume~ous reports of trails and bunkers were turned in and most 
of the spots listed aotivi ty as 6 to 12 hours. Several fighting poSitions, trails, 
bunkers, a bypass, and truck traffic along route 616 were observed in the area 
surroundiilg route 616. Two sky spots were put into t:b..is vioinity today. Squadron 
reported auowned Ale in the Dl-1Z. OUr Troop:coordinated with Troop C 3/17 in the 
rescue attempt~ There were 2 Lc)lPs~receiving fire; one crashed and suffered 3m's, 
and the other returned to I~uan&' Tri. Troop A provided gunship support for the 
mission to recover the downed A/e and crew. 

10 Jan 71 

Weather was bad today and miSSions we:::-e cancelled for the most part. A pink 
team went into the 3rd EnE area and made a weather check, but due to fog and a. low 
celingwas unable to work. ?everal trails were spotted wi th recent activity. Along 
route 616 in RZ3, two sky ~?Ots went in and a BOA was requested bllt weather kept 
Troop A teams from completing t is mission. Along'route 616 some sensors were 
activAted but we were unable to check out the area. 

11 Jan 71 

Troop A conducted fir6t and last light for 3rd brigade; however, only a few 
scattered trails ware observed. At 08:25, our A/e covered an extraction at vicinity 
463302 for "combat 97." Several sky spots went in today, mainiLy along route 616. 
:BOA's were conducted ... :by our A/C. 

Along route 616 in HZ3, an old unBerviceallle truck was spotted.' In HZ's 4,5, 
and 6 along route 616, numerous trails, a bamboo constructed bridge, and five 55 gal. 
drums were observed. Engineer stakes were also lo:::.ated along the road. Tractor 
tire tracks were noticed by an A/e in this Vicinity. At vicinity 910241, 6 NYA 
were sited and engaged with unknown results. 

Along route 616, Troop A A/e received AK-47 fire and .51 caliber fire today; 
negative hits were recleived. 

12 Jan 71 

The major part of the activity of Troop A for today centered along route 616 in 
RZ3. A/e received AK-47 fire and .51 ca.liber fire. Spots included the fellowing 
items: numerous bunkers, five bridges of various sizes, red and white metal markers 
(vioinity 815233), tractor traoks and blade ~ngs, a possible cache Site, 2 
:possible .51 caliber sites, two bunkerscomplexes, and indications of traffic along 
the road. At vicinity 902229, there .is a. short extension of route 616. A t vicinity 
815234, ARA and our gunships engaged and there were four secondaries; A/S were 
employed and there were 8 secondaries. 

In the vioinity of :BlmCrASSlk te ~sn' d some tracks, a NDP, and about 
30 fish ting posi ti ons • \"" 1 f\ . 

. Just to the north of t Wotted several trails, a ImP 
and a bunker.Activity .in this area had been 24 to 48 hours for the most part. 
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Troop A sent a pink UNClASWt! ~rd today for 1st lii!bt for 3rd 
BDE. Little aotivity was noted besides a oouple of trails and a posbible oache 
si te. In RZ's 5, 6, and 1, numerous trails, an old,.hootoh, two old .51 oaliber 
site, two 8:pider holes, and several old:bunkers were si~ed. A/c received .51 oaliber 
and AK-41 fire today. Tr~e separate, sets of traok& for large numbers of personnel 
were 8i ted. 

The ranger arelay team was inserted on hill 950 at 15:50. At vioinity 850245, 
there was a leaflet drop. 

A long route 616 in RZ3, ARA and Als were employed today. Numerous shot reports 
were received today, lI'.ainly reported as AK-41 fire. Three NYA were spotted; they 
were eno~d and one confixm kill was registered. Parts of route 616 had been graded 
for road improvements. Aotivi ty in the vicinity of RZ3 along route 616 was 
observed as fairly heavy and recent. 

14 Jan 71 
Troop A worked heavy teams with chase throughout the entire day in RZ3 along 

route 616. Heavy activity was noted in t~.1is vioinity. Ale received heavy AX-41 fire 
during the day and oocasicnally .51 caliber or 30 cdliber fire was reported. '!be 
area ylas infested with recent activity along trails, in bunkers, hootohes, and 
fighting ;>osi tions. Road improvement of route 616 and an entension of the route 
were also sited. Truok traffio, a,tractor turn-around, two stone staircaaes, built 
up areas, a ?ossible POL pOint, a oaohe Site, 55 gallon drums, and a 5' b~boo fenoe, 
all showed recent signs of activity. At vicinity 923234, 40-50 bunkers were observed 
and an 2stimated 80 dinks were spotted by a LOR pilot. 

Troop A teams worked with ARA during the day and also helped employ air strikes. 
Numerous bUnkers were destroyed, five secondary explosions were 6bserved, and pilots 
from our troop were aocredited with .2 KEA's. . 

15 Jan 71 
Troop:" worked in RZ's 3 and 4 the entire lay along route 616. TAC air was on 

atat::'on and arUlBry was employed, both through collaberation'w:lLth Alpha Troop teams. 
A/c in tcs area of interest today received AK-41 , .51 caliber, and 12.1 caliber fire. 
One AR-IG was hit and the blues were alerted for standby. The A/C'made it baok to 
Quang Tri. An active .51 caliber was re'ported at vicinity 912238. 

An Extremely large number of' bunkers were reported in this general region. Thirty 
to forty bunkers were ai ted in one area and twenty to ttirty in another. Trails and 
three ~8sible caohe sites were also observed. . 

Artillery~''destro)ted forty to fifty bunkers and set aPOZ point on fire~ Air 
strikes made route 616 impassable in three areas, destroyed a large trench, and 
caused two sec .ndary fire. In all, 3 KBA' s we re confirmed today. 

16 jan 11 

Aotivi ty of Troop A ce~'tered again today along route 616 in reoonilaiss~ce zones 
;anc 4. A/C still reoeived AK-41, .51 ~alibar, and .30 caliber fire. Bunkers, 
trails, fighting positions, and .51 pits with recent activity were sited in this 
vioini ty. At vioini ty 945289, a 300 meter long extension of rOute 616· was observed. 
BnK and AP.A \-Iere both employed by Troop A. A total of mneteen bunkers, a trench, and 
five .51 caliber pits were destroyed. BILK had IKBA and a Troop A Cobra infleoted 
one KBA. 

----
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17 Jan 71 . imErfssiF1hJ 
Troop A worked along route 616 with. ABA teams and coordinated with TAC air 

putti~.g in air strikes. From vicinity 8122, up to grids and over six grids, was 
the area of interest today. Three air strikes were. put in this a:rea. BDA.·s were 
conducted "by Troop _4. teams. One .51 caliber gun was damaged and one was destroyed. 
Twit .51 caliber pits were destroyed along with ten b~era. ARA, TAC Air, and Troop 
A gunships had a total of eight !CBA IS •• 'lbroughout the day, teams received .51 
cali be I' fire. 

18 Jan 71 

Troop A teams coordinated with A;RA teams, artillery, and TAC Air to complete their 
missions today, which pealt with route 616 in HZ's 3 and 4. VR in the HZ disclosed 
five .51 caliber pi ts, numerous bunkers, figb ting posi tiona, and trails. A/c 
received .30 caliber and .51 caliber fire; one A/c received 30-40 pels of 7.62 RusSian 
mach1negun fire. Troop A A/c provided security for three sensor dro"{'~by a squadron 
slick. A possible truck parking area was spotted. At vicinity 924403, 2 NVA were 
engaged by Cobras, but resuJ. ta ,«ere unknown.( BDA 'a were conducted and resulted were 
as follows: 16 bunlters destroyed, 2 bunkers damaged, 5 secondary explOSions, 15 
fighting posi tiona destroyed, and one .51' calibe;r pit destr,oyed. 

19 Jan 71 
Tro':::p A conducted VR's along 616 again today. Altlo, coordination with TAC Air, 

ARA teams, and artillery was 'enacted to comply with mission requirements. A large 
amount of route 616 showed heavy foot traffic with recent a.cti'V:ity. Other obser­
vations for today included a garage, spider holes, bunkers, a .30 caliber pit, 
several .55 gallion cl..rums, a .51 caliber pit, poles that were POfsible trail markers, 
and two rafts. A bunker complex that had an overall "L-~haPedll b'lllll:cer was spotted. 
A/c in the AO received .51 and AK-47 fire, one WA was spotted by the riverJ he was 
engaged but results were unknown. BDA 's conducted by Troop A Ale revealed the 
follOwing items: forty-six bunkers destroyed and two "I,-shaped" burik:ers ~; 
fourteen fighting posi tiona destroyed; 3 tunnels e.posed along. with 1 parking area 
and nineteen bunkers; two secondary fires; one cache site destroyed; and, two cache 
8i tes exposed. 

20 Jan 71 

'!'roop A is still working primarily along route 616. Two A/s were put in tod~ 
wi th our teams assisting the fixed-wing Ale. Ale received AK-47 fire a.gaim today. 
Observations included a .51 caliber pit, a .30 caliber pit, three tun.nels, bunkers, 
trails, spider holes, and some drums along route 616. A possible POL point was also 
iipotted. Troop A gunship:! engaged an ammo cache at vicini. ty 898262; a large 
secondary occured as a result. Two bunkers were destroyed at the same location. The 
J3D.A from the 1 st A/s revealed the following items: five bunkers destroyed, one bunker 
damaged, and one .51 caliber daIJliged. The seconel A/s missed the t&rget and negative 
.ia.:la.ge was inflected. 

21 Jan 71 

The :orimary mission of Troop A ,,,as to VR along route 616. Two KBH's were 
inflected by our pilots today. At vicinity 997303, the white bird spotted 8 NVA in 
the open; the red bird engaged and got one cotl;firmed kill. Recent road repairs had 
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had been made along route tJ 1Ff f!!'f¥:.ay revealed the same 
general observations as the p d JiiJ.f!.Vfighting positions, a bridge, 
.51 caliber pits, hootches, and some fish baskets vrere observed. Three to four 
fields were observed burning; possibly they were left-over harvest and the fires 
",ere started by the -r.TVA. A bunker complex of 30 bunkers, along with one pit, one 
hootch, and two caves \ve:::-e observed at vicinity 149214. A/e received .30 caliber 
a.'1d AK-47 fire today, but negative hit were re:eiveCi. ' 

22 Jan 71 

Inclement "I'eather prevented Troop A from accoIjlplishing VR's to as great an 
extent as it has been du:t:i~ the past few days. Only one shot was reported today 
and the ty~ of fire was AK-47. Some activity was noted along route 616 and a few 
fighting posi tiona, along with a bunker and a pit were observed. Two A/S were put 
in a !roop A A/C conduct@d iroA ·s. The first BDA revealed the following: 4 bunkers 
destroyed, and two secondary explosions. Tbe second BDA disclosed the following: 
eleven ammo boxes destroyed, twenty feet of trench line destroyed, six bunkers 
destroyed, and one bunker uncovered. 

23 Jan 71 

Due to bad weather, Troop A was unable to conduct any missions toda$. Maintenance 
of aircraft was emphasized; combat ready effectiveness of troop AICwas increased as 
a result of today's work. 

24 Jan 71 

Visual reconnaissance of route 616 was the main miSSion of Troop A again today. 
NUmerous trails, bunkers, three garden plots, and a raft were sited. The road 
showed signs of recent use at several locations. TAC Air and artillery were not 
employed tod~. One EBB was inflected by one of Troop A' s gunshiips todq. In grid 
box 7826, heavy activity was observed including bunkers,.a fireplace, a juncture of 
3 trails, and food cans in sleeping areaa. 

25 Jan 71 

Weatber in Troop A's RZ's was bad today but some VR'S were conducted by our A/C. 
Several sensor strings were activiated and our A/C checked those out that they 
could reach. VR's showed signs of R/A around bunkers, trails, a foot bridge, and an 
entensioll of route 616. At vicinity 771262, the trees had been cleared in an 
"t-shaped" ma.nner with recent activity listed as 48 bourse 

26 Jan 71 

Weather prevented Troop A trom conducting miSsions today. The lift and weapons 
sections were alerted at 16:~5 for support of a ranger element in contact, but the 
mission was cancelled. Pilots and crew pulled aircraft maintenance and accomplisbed 
a. good deal. 

27 Jan 71; 

A Trp did not fly due to bad weather in the A/O. Log runs were made as necessary. 

28 Jan 71 

A Troop did not fly due to bad weather in the A/O. An attempt was made to pull 

last light. The only activUNffle~)",~r,'t', PrnJj,' by S-10 personnel at 444276 and 
! il" Ij ~', • ", I r- , t, 
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moved west. 

29 Jan 71 UNClASSIFIED 
The weather lifted enough to allow teams in to the A/O by 08:00 the first team 

reported a large fire at 863425 and 3 new turn-around points at 903267 and 902242. 
'!he trail system in the area showed no significant ~igns of activity but at 902267 
a bridge was being repaired. The afternood began to show increasing signs of activity 
in the vicinity of XD7629. Approximately 50 personnel had moved generally northeast 
in the last 6-12 hours. At 1320, 65 finished firing 14 rds of 175m at targets in 
the A/a. 1/5 Mech inserted 4 ranger teams in the A/O with no contact. 

30 Jan 71 
A Troop mission was to provide flank security for 1/5 Mech f s Elle Sanh opera tiGn 

along with F/8 and B 2/17. The first team in the A/O received fire from 5-' AKta 
at XD782342 and 782342.65 dropped 3 cis canisters and 20 rds on the area, with 
unknown results. 

The team continued to VB the area from the VC Q.L-9 west to the border. '!he team. 
reported light activity on Q.L-9 within the last 6-12 hours. In the vicinity of 
XD7833 , 4 sleeping areas were reported for appriximately 25 persor.mel within the last 
12-24 hours. The first team continued to report light activity in vicinity 7836. 

Fox Troops first team pulled VR along the Blue and repoirted a Is t Sampan at. 
XD709366. The team engaged and destroyed the Sampan, F troop reported heavy fGot 
traffic wi thin the last week. 

At 10: 30, 72 preorted a F/8 LOR down on a sandbar in the Ba Long valleY' wi th a 
mechanical. failure. Two loads of blues and a LOR rigging crew were loaded and 
inserted to secure the aircraft. The aircraft was slung out and the infantry' 
extracted at 44O;the LZ was green. 

Teams continued to VR from Khe Sanh Southwest toward the border in the afternoon. 
In the vicinity 898278, 75 took fire from approximately 4 AKa, bUt did not sustain 
any hits. In the same area several trails running north' and south with recent activity 
of 3-24 hours. In vicinity 867234 a tripod road marker w~ spotted with recent 
activity in 24 hours in vicinity 898;n8. 

At 1455 vicinitY' 895278, 84 took fire from 4 AKs but didn't take any hite. In 
the same area 2 NVA were spotted (vicinity 884G3G) and engaged wi th unknown results. 

The remainder of the day was spent on VR of the area in vicinity grid 7535. The 
trails in this area showed very recent activii ty by approximately 50 personnel 
moving east in the last day. 

Log runs were made in the afternoon as neceassary. 

31 Jan 71 

The Troops mission for today was to provide security for friendly units in 
vicini ty of The Sanh and Shep:pa.rd. 

At 1115 an airs trike was places on the area where a team had taken heavy AX 
fire (vicinity 790314) and reported several bunka.rs. A Troops teams working in the 
vicinity 811189 and took fire from an unknown number and caliber weapon. The team 
sustained no hits and continued to ny the mission. The team also reported light 
activi ty on· the trails in the area and around several bunkers. 

F Troop 8th Cavalry also provided 3 teams to the Alo and palled VR in vicinity 
7439 along the Laotian border. 

The first team reported a cave opening and 10 bunkers in vicinity 746399 with 
activi tY' in the last 2 weeks and a prtial.ly bull t bunker 100 meters least of there. 
In vicinity 709364 a rocket pod was reported and at 710364 a partially destroyed 
Sampan 8' long. In th~ Vi~'E\t .71,5406, a trail was reported along with 6 hootches 
and 15 bunkers. The alrcr . ~e~ a.l,a~<~~l;l£1 £;f1\ 8-10 AK-47s and engaged one 
NVA weari:ng white. The NVA . ~fFJ'f.Vlad to break station • 
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In the early aftermmn t W~~~J:A~L} to use A/R strikes in the 
A/O to destroy bunker complexes.and areas with heavy recent activitJ. 

A BD! in vicinity 724402 showed 10 bunker, 8 destroyers, 2 hootcher destroyers 
and a knapsack burning. '1be entire area turned up a large number of bunkers and 
hootches, and showed signs of being built up and improved. 

Another BDA of a airstrike in vicinity 7240 showed 10 bunkers and an enemy 
storage site destroyed. va of the 616 .extension showed heavy traffic in both 
directions with minor repairs to road being made. 

The last VR of the day was made by ... Troop in vicini tJ 6854 and it turned up 
several bunkers and hootches with a large number of fighting poSitions at 688548. 

At 1430 the last BM was palled on an airstr1ke at 724402 with 5 bunkers being 
destroyed 
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