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FOREWORD

The purpose of this study is to describe the German campaigns in
the Balkans and the seizure of Crete within the framework of Hitler’s
military policy during the second year of World War II. The study is
the first of a series dealing with large-scale German military opera-
tions in Eastern Europe; other historical studies such as Germany
and Finland—Allies and Enemies in World War II, The Axis Cam-
paign in Russia, 1941-45: A Strategic Survey, and German Army
Group Operations in Russia will follow.

“The German Campaigns in the Balkans” is written from the Ger-
man point of view and is based mainly on original German records and
postwar military writings by Dr. Helmut Greiner, General Burkhart
H. Mueller-Hillebrand, and the late General Hans von Greiffenberg.
The lessons and conclusions following each narrative have been drawn
from the same German sources. (These records and manuseripts are
listed in appendix III.) Material taken from U.S. and Allied sources
has been integrated into the text, but specific cross references have been
made only in those instances where these sources deviate from the
German documents,

The work of preparing this study in English, which consisted of
translating basic German records and manuscripts, performing addi-
tional research, expanding and then rewriting the narratives with an
eye for continuity and factual data, was done chiefly by Mr. George E.
Blau of the Foreign Studies Branch, Special Studies Division, Office
of the Chief of Military History. In the process of presenting the
material, every effort has been made to give a balanced account of
German strategy and operations in the Balkans during the spring
of 1941.

A. C. SMITH
Major General, USA
Chief, Military History
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PART ONE

THE MILITARY-POLITICAL SITUATION IN
THE BALKANS

(October 1940—March 1941)

During the latter half of 1940 the Balkans, always a notorious hot-
bed of intrigues, became the center of conflicting interests of Germany,
Italy, Russia, and Great Britain. From the beginning of World
War IT Adolf Hitler had consistently stated that Germany had no
territorial ambitions in the Balkans. - Because his primary interest
in that area was of an economic nature—Germany obtained vital oil
and food supplies from the Balkan countries—he was prepared to do
his utmost to preserve peace in that part of Europe. For this reason
he attempted to keep in check Ttaly’s aggressive Balkan policy, to
satisfy Hungarian and Bulgarian claims to Romanian territory by
peaceful means, and to avoid any incident which might lead to Great
Britain’s direct intervention in Greece. It was no easy task to syn-
chronize so many divergent political actions at a time when Germany
was preparing the invasion of the British Isles and later planning as
alternate measures the capture of Gibraltar, the occupation of Egypt
and the Suez Canal, and the attack on Russia.

The unprecedented speed with which Germany had conquered
western Europe in 1940 had immediate repercussions in the Balkan
countries, some of which had previously belonged to the French sphere
of influence. By applying diplomatic pressure anid undermining their
internal structure Hitler led one Balkan state after another to adhere
to the Tripartite Pact, which had been signed by Germany, Italy, and
Japan on 27 September 1940 (see app. II, Chronological Table of
Events). In general, shortly after a new member had signed the pact,
8 German military mission would eross its border and gradually as-
sume control over communications, airfields, and internal security.

For a better understanding of the military operations that took
place in the Balkans during the spring of 1941, it is necessary to
analyze the political events that led to the outbreak of hostilities.



Chapter 1

The Great Powers

. Germany

After the signing of the Franco-German armistice on 21 June 1940,
Hitler believed that Great Britain would be prepared to come to an
understanding since British forces had been driven off the Continent
and France had been subdued. However, soon after his return to
Berlin on 6 July it became evident that the British Government, far
from entertaining any ideas of reconciliation, was determined to carry
on the war. German preparations for the invasion of Great Britain
were pushed with vigor. Hitler’s speculations as to the reasons for
Great Britain’s stubborn refusal to come to terms led him, as early as
21 July 1940, to the belief that Prime Minister Winston S. Churchill
hoped for Russia’s entry into the war against Germany. On 31 July
Hitler mentioned for the first time since the conclusion of the Russo-
German treaty that he would be forced to invade Russia and that the
attack would have to be launched in the spring of 1941. He requested
the Army General Staff to study the various aspects of a campaign
against Russia and directed that, in its organizational planning for
the future, the Army must not lose sight of the possibility of a war
with the Soviet Union. This request was subsequently repeated dur-
ing the discussion of other plans.

Taking cognizance of the failure of the air offensive against the
British Isles, Hitler decided on 12 October 1940 that the invasion of
England would have to be postponed until the following year. Since
the plans for a direct invasion were thus shelved, another way had to
be found to defeat Great Britain without venturing a cross-Channel
sttack., Alternative operations in the Mediterranean had been under
consideration as early as the end of July, and now Hitler ordered the
Army to draw up plans for the capture of Gibraltar on the assump-
tion that Spain would permit the passage of German troops through its
territory. Moreover, Italy planned to invade Egypt at the beginning
of August 1940 by launching a series of offensive actions from its
Libyan bases. In Hitler’s opinion, the Italians would not be able to
stage the final decisive drive into the Nile delta before the autumn of
1941. German forces were to participate in the final phase of the op-
eration, and the Army High Command was instructed to prepare the
necessary forces—approximately one panzer corps—for desert warfare
in a tropical climate. Sinece the Germans lacked experience in this

2
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GERMAN CAMPAIGNS IN THE BALKANS 3

type of warfare, appropriate motor transportation. equipment, am-
munition, and clothing had to be developed and produced.

While Germany was preparing to intervene at both ends of the
Mediterranean, peace in the Balkans had to be maintained at any cost.
Hitler believed that this could best be achieved by forcing Romania
to cede the territories claimed by Hungary and Bulgaria and by lining
up the Balkan countries on the Axis side.

The dismemberment of Romania was accomplished in successive
stages. Russian occupation of Bessarabia and northern Bukovina at
the end of June 1940 gave added impetus to Hungarian and Bulgarian
revisionist claims. The Romanian Government therefore issued orders
for general mobilization to defend its territory. Germany and Italy
had to use all their influence to prevent an armed conflict. Hitler’s
intervention in favor of Bulgaria led to the cession of the southern
Dobrudja by Romania on 21 August 1940. By then only the Hun-
garian claims remained to be settled, This was achieved by the Vienna
Arbitration Award, which took place on 30 August. Romania was
forced to yield to Hungary one third of Transylvania, that is, some
16,600 square miles with a population of 2.4 million inhabitants. Even
more important than the partition of Transylvania, however, was the
Axis Powers’ guarantee to defend the territorial integrity of what was
left of Romania. This guarantee was clearly directed against the
Soviet Union. In Romania the various territorial concessions caused
a political overturn, bringing General Ton Antonescu to power. Upon
the general’s request the first elenients of the German military mission
entered Romania on 7 October. German Army and Luftwaffe units
were to protect the oil fields, train and reorganize the Romanian mili-

tary forces, and prepare the ground for a possible attack on Russia
from Romanian bases.

il. ltaly

Neither the Italian nor the Soviet Government received official
notification of the entry of German troops into Romania. This was
all the more surprising to Mussolini because Italy and Germany had
given a joint guarantee to Romania. He was very indignant about
being faced with a fait accompli and decided to pay Hitler back in
lis own coin by attempting to seize Greece without giving official
notice to Germany. Mussolini expected that the occupation of Greece
would be a mere police action, similar to Germany's seizure of Czecho-
slovakia in the spring of 1939. On two preceding occasions Hitler
had agreed that the Mediterranean and Adriatic were exclusively
Italian spheres of interest. Since Yugoslavia and Greece were situ-
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ated within these spheres, Mussolini felt entitled to adopt whatever
policy he saw fit. There was no reason why the man who had re-
vived the Mare Nostrum concept should hesitate to demonstrate to
the entire world that his twentieth century Romans were as superior
to their Mediterranean rivals as their ancestors had been to the
Greeks 2,000 years ago.

In Mussolini’s opinion one of the main attractions of an attack
on Greece was that Italy would not have to depend on Germany’s
assistance for the execution of such an operation. On 15 October
he decided to invade Greece, although he knew that the Germans
would disapprove. The attack was launched on 28 October, and the
almost immediate setbacks of the Italians only served to heighten
Hitler’s displeasure. What enraged the Fuehrer most was that his
repeated statements of the need for peace in the Balkans had been
ignored by Mussolini.

The German military experts also disapproved the Italian plan
of operations, but for other reasons. In their opinion any campaign
in the Balkans would have to be executed in a manner similar to
the one applied by the Germans in the campaign in Norway. The
strategically important features would have to be seized in blitz-
krieg fashion. In the Balkans these points were not situated along
the Albanian border but in southern Greece and on Crete. The
Italian failure to capture Crete seemed a strategic blunder, since
British possession of the island endangered the Italian lines of com-
munication to North Africa and assured Greece of a steady flow of
supplies from Egypt. Moreover, the British bombers were now within
range of the Romanian oil fields that the Germans had secured at such
great effort.

Hitler’s decision to intervene in the military operations in the
Balkans was made on 4 November, seven days after Italy had at-
tacked Greece through Albania and four days after the British
had occupied Crete and Limnos. He ordered the Army General Staff
to prepare plans for the invasion of northern Greece from Romania
via Bulgaria. The operation was to deprive the British of bases for
future ground and air operations across the restive Balkans against
the Romanian oil fields. Moreover, it would indirectly assist the
Italians by diverting Greek forces from Albania.

The plans for this campaign, together with the projects involving
Gibraltar and North Africa, were incorporated into a master plan
to deprive the British of all their Mediterranean bases. On 12 No-
vember 1940 the Armed Forces High Command issued Directive No. 18,
in which Hitler outlined his plan for the conduct of future operations
to the three services. He first mentioned that Vichy France was to
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be given an opportunity for defending its African possessions against
the British and Free French. Gibraltar was to be seized and the
straits closed, while at the same time the British were to be prevented
from landing elsewhere on the Iberian Peuninsula. German forces
were to support the Italians in their offensive against Egypt, if and
when the latter reached Mersa Matruh. The Luftwaffe, in particu-
lar, was to make preparations for attacking Alexandria and the
Suez Canal. The Army was to ready ten divisions for the seizure of
northern Greece, possession of which would permit German flying
formations to operate against British air bases in the eastern Medi-
terranean and thus protect the Romanian oil fields. (Map 2)

The operations against Gibraltar and Greece were scheduled to take
place simultaneously in January 1941, while the German offensive in
North Africa was to be launched in the autumn of that year. The
invasion of the British Isles was also mentioned in this directive, the
target date of which was tentatively scheduled for the spring of 1941.
The particular difliculty involved in the execution of some of these
plans was that the German Army was supposed to conduct operations
across the seas even though the Axis had not gained naval superiority
in the respective areas. On 4 November even Hitler had voiced doubts
as to the advisability of conducting offensive operations in North
Africa, sinee Italy did not control the Mediterranean. That these
doubts were well founded became apparent when, on 6 November,
British naval air forces inflicted a severe defeat on the Italian Navy at
Taranto.

The German displeasure at the ill-timed Italian attack on Greece
found its expression in a letter Hitler addressed to Mussolini on 20
November 1940. Among other things, he stated :

I wanted, above all. to ask you to postpone the operation until a more
favorable season, in any case until after the presidential election in America.
In any event I wanted to ask you not to undertake this action without pre-
viously carrying out a blitzkrieg operation on Crete. TFor this purpose I in-
tended to make practical suggestions regarding the employment of a parachute
and of an airborne division.

A fter enumerating the psychological and military consequences of
the Italian failure in Albania, the Fuehrer suggested a number of
countermeasures to restore the situation. Spain would have to be in-
duced to enter the war as soon as possible in order to deny the British
the use of Gibraltar and to block the western entrance to the Mediter-
ranean. Every possible means would have to be employed to divert
Russia’s interest from the Balkans to the Near East. Special efforts
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would have to be made to arrive at an agreement witli Turkey whereby
Turkish pressure on Bulgaria would be relieved. Yugoslavia would
have to be induced to adopt a neutral attitude or, if possible, be led
to collaborate actively with the Axis in solving the Greek problem.
In the Balkans any military operation that was to lead to a success
could be risked only after Yugoslavia’s position had been fully clari-
fied. Hungary would have to grant permission for the immediate
transit of sizable German units destined for Romania. The latter
country would have to accept the reinforcement of the German troops
guaranteeing the protection of its territory. Hitler then continued
by stating that he had decided to prevent any British buildup in north-
eastern Greece by force, whatever the risk may be.

In his reply of 22 November Mussolini expressed his regrets about
the misunderstandings with regard to Greece. The Italian forces
had been halted because of bad weather, the desertion of nearly all
the Albanian forces incorporated into Italian units, and Bulgaria’s
attitude, which permitted the Greeks to shift eight divisions from
Thrace to Albania.

In December 1940 the German plans in the Mediterranean under-
went considerable change when, at the beginning of the month,
Franco rejected the plan for an attack on Gibraltar. Consequently,
German offensive planning for southern Europe had to be restricted
to the campaign against Greece. Upon insistence of the Luftwaffe,
the entire country was to be occupied. not just the northern provinces.
For this purpose the Armed Forces High Command issued Directive
No. 20, dated 13 December 1940, which outlined the Greek campaign
under the code designation, Operation MARITA. In the introduc-
tory part of the directive Hitler pointed out that, in view of the con-
fused situation in Albania, it was particularly important to thwart
British attempts to establish air bases in Greece, which would con-
stitute a threat to Italy as well as to the Romanian oil fields. To
meet this situation twenty-four German divisions were to be assem-
bled gradually in southern Romania within the next few months,
ready to enter Bulgaria as soon as they received orders. In March,
when the weather would be more favorable, they were to occupy the
northern coast of the Aegean Sea and, if necessary, the entire Greek
mainland. Bulgaria’s assistance was expected; support by Italian
forces and the coordination of the German and Italian operations in
the Balkans would be the subject of future discussions. The Luft-
waffe was to provide air protection during the assembly period and
prepare bases in Romania. During the operation the Luftwaffe was
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to neutralize the enemy air force, support the ground forces, and when-
ever possible capture British bases on Greek islands by executing
airborne landings.

Meanwhile, the Luftwaffe was to assist the Italians in stabilizing
the precarious situation on the Albanian front. This was to be ac-
complished by airlifting approximately 30,000 Italian troops and
great quantities of equipment and supplies from the Italian mainland
to Albania.

Even though Hitler had decided to attack Greece, he wanted to
tread softly in the Balkans so as not to expand the conflict during
the winter. If Turkey entered the war against Germany, the
chances for a successful invasion of Russia would diminish because
of the diversion of forces such a new conflict would involve. More-
over, at the beginning of December 1940 the British launched an
offensive from Egypt and drove the Italians back to the west. Toward
the end of the month the situation of the Italians in Libya grew
more and more critical. By January 1941 their forces in North Afri-
ca were in danger of being completely annihilated. If that happened,
Italy with its'indefensible coast line would be exposed to an enemy in-
vasion. To forestall such disastrous developments, German air units
under the command of X Air Corps had previously been transferred
to Sicily, and the movement of German Army elements to Tripoli
via Italy was begun immediately. In February initial small con-
tingents of German ground troops arrived in North Africa, and the
critical situation was soon alleviated. The first German troops to
arrive were elements of a panzer division under the command of Gen-
eral Erwin Rommel. Hitler ordered these forces to protect Tripoli
by a series of limited-objective attacks, thus relieving the pressure
on the Italian troops. The political objective of this military inter-
vention was to prevent Italy’s internal collapse which would almost
certainly result from the loss of her African possessions.

iil. Soviet Union

Following the conclusion of the Russo-German alliance in August
1939, Hitler’s policy was to try to divert Russian expansionist ambi-
tions. He wanted to interest the Soviet rulers in a southeastward
drive to the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea. However, there were
many indications that the Russians were more interested in the Dar-
danelles and the Danube delta, where their political and military
aspirations clashed with German economic interests. When the Rus-
sians showed their bad faith by subjugating the Baltic States and
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forcing Romania to relinquish Bessarabia and northern Bukovina
while Germany was preoccupied with the campaign in the West, Hitler
felt that the Soviet Union would surely take advantage of the diver-
sion of strong (GGerman forces into distant Mediterranean areas by
exerting political pressure on some of the Balkan countries.

Hitler’s apprehensions were all the more justified because the Soviet
Union intensified its political activities in the Balkans, particularly
in Bulgaria, as soon as the Russian troops had established themselves
at the mouth of the Danube, Germany’s principal supply line from
the east. By the autumn of 1940 Russo-German relations had further
deteriorated considerably as the result of the Vienna Award, the pres-
ence of the German military mission in Romania, and Soviet pressure
on Bulgaria.

These problems, as well as the entire question of the future relation-
ship between Germany and the Soviet Union, were to be the subject
of discussions between Molotov and the German political leaders dur-
ing the former’s visit to Berlin on 12-13 November 1940. All areas
of disagreement were to be covered during these discussions and,
if possible, the foundations for a common policy were to be laid at
the same time. It is interesting to note that German planning for
the invasion of the USSR was already well advanced. A tentative
plan for the Russian campaign had been submitted on 5 August and
Directive No. 21 for Operation BARBAROSSA, which was issued
on 18 December, was being drafted by the Army General Staff. Di-
rective No. 18, issued on the day of Molotov’s arrival in the German
capital, stipulated that preparations for Operation BARBAROSSA
were to be continued regardless of the outcome of the conversations.

During his conversations with Hitler, Molotov stated that, as a
Black Sea power, the Soviet Union was interested in a number of
Balkan countries. He asked Hitler whether the German-Italian
guarantee to Romania could not be revoked because, in his opinion,
it was directed against the Soviet Union. Hitler refused to give way
on this question and did not commit himself on the subject of a
Russian guarantee for Bulgaria, by which Molotov intended to re-
establish the balance of power in the Balkans. Nor was Hitler pre-
pared to help the Soviet Union to arrive at an agreement with Turkey
regarding the settlement of the Dardanelles question. As to Greece,
the Fuehrer intimated that Germany would take all military steps
necessary to prevent (ireat Britain from establishing itself in that
country. The conference ended in a deadlock.
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IV. Great Britain

During the spring of 1940 Hitler was greatly concerned over the

possibility of British intervention in the Balkans. Had not Britain
and France tried to establish a solid political and military front in -
the Balkans by concluding a series of agreements with Turkey, by
trying to draw Yugoslavia into their orbit, and by consolidating their
position in the Aegean? Germany’s first counterineasures came in
May and June 1940, when Romania was induced to repudiate the
Anglo-French territorial guarantee after it had been pressured into
signing a pact which stipulated that the Romanians would step up
their oil production and would make maximum deliveries to the Axis
Powers. British personnel supervising the operation of the oil fields
were dismissed during the month of July. After the Vienna Award
of August 1940, Romauia intended to break off diplomatic relations
with Britain, but after consultation with Berlin this action was post-
poned because of the potential danger of British air attacks on the oil
~ fields.
i When Greece was attacked by Italy on 28 October 1940, it did not
request any assistaice from Great Britain, for fear of giving Hitler
an excuse for German intervention. Nevertheless, the British
occupied Crete and Limnos three days later, thereby improving their
strategic position in the eastern Mediterranean. By 4 November
British air force units began to arrive in southern Greece. Since Hit-
ler believed that these moves brought the Romanian oil fields within
British bombing range, he decided to transfer additional antiaireraft,
fighter, and fighter-bomber units to Ronania to protect the German oil
resources.

When the German threat began to take more definite shape during

the winter of 194041, the Greek Government decided to accept the
British offer to send air force units to northern Greece to strengthen
the defense of Salonika. Early in March 1941, the British sent an
expeditionary corps of some 53,000 troops into Greece in an attempt
to support their allies against the impending German invasion.
; However, before Germany could think of starting military opera-
tions in the Balkans, it had to secure its lines of communication. For
this purpose it had to obtain firm political control over Hungary,
Romania, and Bulgaria, and to wrest some important concessions and
assurances from Turkey and Yugoslavia.



Chapter 2

Germany’s Satellites in the Balkans

. Hungary .

The strong German forces needed for the attack on Greece could be
assembled in Romania only after the Hungarian Government had
granted them free passage through that country. The first step in
that direction was to obtain Hungary’s adherence to the Tripartite
Pact. On 20 November Hungarian Premier Teleki signed the pact in
Berchtesgaden, and Hitler mentioned on that occasion that he in-
tended to assist the Italians in Greece, thus preparing the way for
later demands he intended to make on Hungary.

. Romania

During the second part of October 1940 General Antonescu made
urgent requests to speed up the reinforcement of the German military
mission in Romania. According to his indications there was a grave
danger of a Russian attack on Romania. By mid-November the 13th
Motorized Infantry Division, reinforced by the 4th Panzer Regi-
ment, engineer, and signal troops, six fighter and two reconnaissance
squadrons, and some antiaircraft units had arrived in Romania. On
the occasion of Romania’s adherence to the Tripartite Pact, which
took place on 23 November, Hitler informed Antonescu of his plans
against Greece. Romania would not be required to lend active assist-
anee in the attack on Greece, but was to permit the assembly of German
forees in its territory.

Antonescu’s conference with Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel, the
chief of OKW (Armed Forces High Command), which took place on
24 November, was of great importance to Romania’s future. Ro-
mania’s plans called for the organization of thirty-nine divisions.
Motorization was the principal bottleneck but, because of Germany's
shortage of rubber, Keitel could not offer Antonescu any tires. The
Romanian chief of state then explained his country’s plan of defense
against an attack by the Soviet Union. Keitel reassured him that
the German Army would lend immediate assistance to the Romanian
forces in the event of a Russian invasion which, however, he con-
sidered unlikely. As a result of this conversation the German mili-
tary mission was reinforced by the transfer of the 16th Panzer Divi-
sion to Romania during the second half of December.

Meanwhile, the German Army General Staff had initiated the
preparations for Operations MARITA and BARBAROSSA and had
drawn up the schedule for the concentration of forces and the plan of

10
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operation. On 5 December these plans were submitted to Hitler with
the observation that it would not be possible to start MARITA before
the snow had melted at the beginning of March. The completed plan
would have to be drawn up by the middle of December since the as-
sembly would require seventy-eight days. No definite estimate of the
duration of the campaign could be given, but it would be safe to assume
that it would last three to four weeks. Since the redeployment of
troops would require four additional weeks and their rehabilitation
would add a further delay, the units participating in the Balkan
campaign would not be available for Operation BARBAROSSA
before mid-May 1941.

Hitler believed that the threat of German retaliation had so far
prevented the British from launching air attacks on the Romanian
oil fields from Greek territory and that probably no attacks would take
place during the next months. Nevertheless, Germany would have to
settle the Greek problem once and for all; unless Greece took the
initiative to end the conflict with Italy and force the British to with-
draw from its territory. In that event, German intervention would
prove unnecessary since the issue of European hegemony would not be
decided in Greece. Since the Greeks had shown no intention of taking
any such initiative, the assembly of forces and preparations for
Operation MARITA had to be pushed energetically so that the offen-
sive could be launched by the beginning of March 1941.

In the meantime, late in December, the first attack echelon of
Twelfth Army, the headquarters that was to be in charge of the ground
forces during Operation MARITA, began to entrain for Romania.
The heavy bridge equipment needed for crossing the Danube was
shipped on the very first trains so that it could be unloaded at the
Danube wharfs by 3 January. The engineer units needed for the
bridging operation had been transported to Romania during the
second half of December, together with the 16th Panzer Division.
They were to prepare the construction of bridges along the Danube
as soon as the equipment arrived. Heavy snowfall disrupted the rail
movement, and snowdrifts caused additional delays during January.
Internal uprisings, which took place in Bucharest and other Romanian
cities during the second half of January, were quickly suppressed by
Greneral Antonescu and therefore did not interfere with German prep-
arations. By the end of January the Twelfth Army and First Panzer
Group (a headquarters in charge of an armored force of army size,
but operating in conjunction with an army) Headquarters, three corps
headquarters with corps and GHQ troops, and two panzer and two
infantry divisions had arrived in Romania in full strength. In con-
formity with Bulgaria’s request, the two panzer divisions were sta-
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tioned in and around Cernavoda in northern Dobrudja, while the two
infantry divisions were assembled in the Craiova-Giurgiu area in
southern Romania.

lil. Bulgaria

A few days after Molotov’s departure, on 18 November, King Boris
of Bulgaria arrived in Germany. Hitler tried to persuade him to join
the Tripartite Pact and discussed with him the question of Bulgarian
participation in the attack on Greece. With obvious reserve, the king
merely called attention to the fact that the weather and road condi-
tions in the Greek-Bulgarian border region would not allow the
commitment of major forces before the beginning of March. More-
over, he emphasized very strongly that it was of utmost importance
for Bulgaria not to be openly involved in any German preparations
until the last moment before the actual attack. Since Bulgaria’s par-
ticipation therefore appeared doubtful, Hitler decided that the
number of German divisions would have to be increased.

In view of the appearance of British troops in Greece, the establish-
ment of a German warning net in Bulgaria was of vital importance.
The Bulgarian Government agreed to admit to its territory one Luft-
waffe signal company consisting of 200 men, dressed in civilian clothes,
who were to operate an aircraft reporting and warning service. The
Luftwaffe, however, first asked permission to dispatch two companies,
then a few days later increased this figure to three companies, because
incoming reports indicated that the British were constructing air bases
on the Greek mainland and the Aegean Islands and were bringing in
a steadily increasing number of long-range bombers. The German
negotiations with the Bulgarian military authorities made little prog-
ress because of the adverse effect of the reverses suffered by the Ttalians
in Albania. By the end of 1940, however, an agreement was reached,
and by mid-January all three Luftwaffe signal companies, their
personnel disguised in civilian clothes, were operating on the mountain
range which extends across Bulgaria.

During the political and military negotiations between German and
Bulgarian leaders, the latter were very hesitant. Their attitude was
motivated by fear of Turkish intervention in the event of a German
attack on Greece and by concern over Soviet reaction. After the Ger-
man military mission had established itself in Romania, the Soviet
Union offered to send a military mission to Bulgaria. This offer,
made in late November, was rejected, and the Bulgarian Government
feared that, as soon as the German military intervention in Bulgaria
became manifest, the Soviet Union might seek to recoup itself through
the occupation of the Bulgarian Black Sea port of Varna. The Bul-
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garians therefore insisted that all preparatory measures that the Ger-
mans intended to take in Bulgaria be carried out in the utmost secrecy
and requested that Germany supply Bulgaria with arms and equip-
ment to reinforce the Black Sea coast defenses. This would include
the delivery of modern coast artillery and antiaircraft batteries with
the necessary ammunition, as well as furnishing mines and mine-lay-
ing vessels. Moreover, German naval experts were to assist in the con-
struction of new coastal defenses.

Hitler promised early compliance with these requests in order to
obtain in return some concessions from the Bulgarian Government.
One concession was the permission to send a joint military mission,
composed of officers from all three services who were to travel through
Bulgaria disguised as civilians. Upon returning to Germany, the
chief of the mission reported that, in view of the inadequate billeting
facilities, the poor condition of roads and bridges, the limited supply
of rations, fodder, combustibles, and motor fuel, as well as the absence
of reliable maps, operations launched in the Balkans during the wet
and cold seasons presented problems that were difficult, though not
insurmountable. If appropriate measures, such as improving the
roads, reinforcing the bridges, equipping the troops with light motor
vehicles and snowplows, employing more German transportation ex-
perts, and preparing better maps, were introduced, the attack could be
launched even in winter. Since it was generally assumed that major
military operations in the Balkans were not practicable in winter, it
would be all the easier to camouflage Operation MARITA, inasmuch
as nobody would believe that the Germans were feverishly planning
and preparing an operation for that time of the year. As an initial
step, Bulgaria should permit the entry of a mission of technical ex-
perts, whose presence would be kept secret. The mission was to super-
vise the improvement of the road net and bridges by indigenous labor
forces and get acquainted with local conditions, especially those per-
taining to the weather.

On 9 January Hitler approved these suggestions and agreed that
the first German elements should cross the Danube as soon as the ice
on the river could carry them. It was expected that the crossings
could be effected between 10 and 15 February. By that time the Luft-
waffe was to have assembled sufficient forces to provide adequate air
cover. The concentration of forces for Operation MARITA was to
be accomplished by 26 March. At that time the Italians were to pin
down a maximum number of Greek forces in Albania so that only a
relatively few Greek divisions would block the German thrust toward
Salonika. Bulgaria was to be approached about billeting facilities
for the first German elements to arrive south of the Danube.
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After issuing these instructions, Hitler evaluated the overall situa-
tion in the Balkans, In his opinion Romania was the only friendly
and Bulgaria the only loyal country on which the Axis Powers could
rely. King Boris’ hesitations in joining the Tripartite Pact were re-
garded as motivated only by fear of the Soviet Union, whose apparent
aim it was to use Bulgaria as an assembly area for an operation lead-
ing to the seizure of the Bosporus. The greater the pressure applied
by the Russians, the more likely was Bulgaria’s adherence to the Tri-
partite Pact. Yugoslavia maintained a reserved attitude toward the
Axis Powers; the leaders of that country wanted to be on the winning
side without having to take any active part and were therefore play-
ing for time.

At the beginning of January Hitler issued instructions that the
Soviet Union should not be informed of German intentions in the
Balkans until it made official inquiries. A few days later he changed
his mind. Since rumors of an imminent German entry into Bulgaria
were circulating at the time—these rumors prompted the Greek min-
ister in Berlin to make inquiries at the Foreign Ministry and induced
the Bulgarian Government to issue an official denial—Hitler deemed
it advisable to forestall a Soviet démarche. Consequently, about 10
January the Russian ambassador in Berlin was informed of the
transfer of German troops to Romania. The Soviet Union showed
its concern about this information by filing a protest note in Berlin,
warning Germany that the presence of foreign military forces on
Bulgarian territory would be considered a threat to the security of
the USSR. Hitler thereupon ordered that all discernible prepara-
tions for the Danube crossing into Bulgaria be discontinued until
further notice. Although he apparently did not feel that the execu-
tion of Operation MARITA would lead to a war with Russia, he
seemed to believe that the Soviet Union might attempt to incite Turkey
to take up arms against Germany.

During the conferences between Hitler and Mussolini, which took
place from 18 to 20 January, the Italians were fully informed about
the imminent march into Bulgaria and the intended attack on Greece.
On 20 January, during a review of the overall political and military
situation, Hitler stated that three objectives were to be attained by
the strategic concentration of German forces in Romanta. First, an
attack was to be launched against Greece so as to prevent the British
from gaining a foothold in that country. Second, Bulgaria was to
be protected against an attack by the Soviet Union and Turkey. Third,
the inviolability of Romanian territory would have to be guaranteed
by the presence of (erman forces. Each of these objectives required
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the formation of specific contingents of troops, and it was therefore
necessary to employ very strong forces, whose assembly would take
considerable time. Since it was highly desirable to effect this assembly
without enemy interference, precautions had to be taken that the
German plans would not be revealed prematurely. For this reason
the crossing of the Danube would have to be delayed as long as pos-
sible and, once it was executed, the attack on Greece would have to be
launched at the earliest moment. In all probability, Turkey would
remain neutral, which would be most desirable since the consequences
of Turkey joining Great Britain and placing its airfields at the latter’s
disposal could be quite unpleasant. Romania’s internal situation was
not fully clarified, but Hitler felt confident that General Antonescu
would be capable of keeping it in hand.

During a conference between General Alfredo Guzzoni, the Italian
Assistant Secretary of War, and Field Marshal Keitel, which took
place on 19 January, the latter gained the impression that, in view of
the situation in Libya and Albania, the Italians would be unable to
support the German attack on Greece. On the other hand, Guzzoni
asked the Germans to abstain from sending troops to Albania as
planned for Operation ALPENVEILCHEN. This German plan
called for the transfer of one mountain corps, composed of three divi-
sions, to Albania. Flanked by Italian troops, these forces were to
break through the Greek front at a suitable point. The plan was
finally abandoned, and the Germans were thus able to concentrate
their efforts on assembling forces for Operation MARITA.

In view of the prevailing uncertainty of Turkey's stand, the Bul-
garian Government preferred not to join the Tripartite Pact before
the entry of German troops on its territory. Moreover, this step was
to be contingent upon the prior arrival of sufficient German antiair-
craft units on Bulgarian soil.

On 28 January Hitler decided that the entry of German troops into
Bulgaria was to depend upon the comnpletion of the secret assembly
of the VIII Air Corps in Romania, the establishment of adequate
antiaircraft protection and coastal defenses at the ports of Varna,
Constanta, and Burgas, and the provision of air cover over the Danube
crossing points. The assembly of German forces in Romania was to
continue without letup. The new target date for Operation
MARITA—on or about 1 April—must be adhered to by the services.
Antiaircraft units were not to move into Bulgaria before the other
German troops. Bulgaria was not to proceed with a general mobili-
zation before sufficient numbers of German troops had arrived in that
country. The Bulgarian Air Force and antiaircraft units, as well
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as the civil defense organization, were to be unobtrusively alerted.
German military forces were to occupy Tulcea to secure the region
around the Danube estuary against seizure by the Russians.

A memorandum from the Armed Forces Operations Staff to the
Foreign Ministry called special attention to the fact that no announce-
ment of Bulgaria’s adherence to the Tripartite Pact was to be made
until immediately before German troops entered that country. From
a military point of view it would be desirable if nonaggression pacts
between Bulgaria and Turkey, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia, and Ger-
many and Yugoslavia could be concluded before this event. The
logistical problems of Operation MARITA would be greatly eased
if, after the entry of German forces into Bulgaria, it would be possible
to route supplies via Yugoslavia.

Upon request of the Army High Command, Hitler gave his per-
mission to resume preparations for bridge construction on both sides
of the Danube. The actual construetion, however, was to be delayed
as long as possible. The German forces stationed in southern
Romania were to be ready to cross into Bulgaria when these prepa-
rations could no longer be kept secret. The Twelfth Army was to
march from Romania into Bulgaria, move into the assembly areas
along the Greek border, and simultaneously provide flank cover
against a possible attack by Turkey. The Twelfth Army forces were
to be divided into three echelons. The first, under the command of
First Panzer Group, was to detrain in Romania by 10 February.
It was to consist of three corps headquarters, and three panzer, three
infantry, and one and one-half motorized infantry divisions. The
second echelon was to be composed of a corps headquarters and one
panzer, one infantry, and two mountain divisions, as well as one in-
dependent infantry regiment. The third echelon was to consist of
one corps headquarters and six infantry divisions. The last two
echelons were to detrain in Romania between 10 February and
27 March 1941.

Chapter 3
The Other Balkan Countries

l. Turkey

If Bulgaria repeatedly postponed joining the Tripartite Pact, it
was primarily because of its concern over Turkish intervention.
Actually, negotiations for a Bulgarian-Turkish treaty of friendship
were being carried on throughout January 1941. These were pro-
gressing satisfactorily, and the terms of the treaty proposed by the
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Turkish Government indicated clearly the latter’s desire to keep out
of the war. The signing of the treaty was announced on 17 February.
Both countries stated that the immutable basis of their foreign policy
was to refrain from attacking one another.

In German eyes this was by no means a guarantee that Turkey
would stand aloof while German troops first entered Bulgaria and
then attacked Greece, Turkey’s ally. In the meantime Hitler had
given his approval for bridging the Danube on 20 February; he
subsequently acceded to a Bulgarian request for an eight-day post-
ponement and set the final date as 28 February. The entry of Ger-
man troops into Bulgaria was scheduled for 2 March, the day after
the Bulgarian (Government was to sign the Tripartite Pact. On the
day the bridge construction operation was to start, the German
ambassador in Ankara was to inform the Turkish Government of the
impending entry of German troops into Bulgaria and of Bulgaria’s
decision to join the Axis Powers. Moreover, he was to announce
Hitler’s intention of sending a personal message to Turkey’s president.

On the basis of information received from Ankara, Hitler arrived
at the conclusion that the danger of Turkey’s intervention had been
averted. His confidence remained unshaken despite reports concern-
ing the meetings that had taken place in Ankara on 28 February
between President Ismet Inoenue and British Foreign Secretary
Anthony Eden. These meetings stressed mutual respect for and ad-
herence to the Turkish-British alliance, but apparently the British
had been unsuccessful in inducing the Turks to intervene in the
Balkans.

The bridge construction across the Danube began at 0700 on 28
February. At the same time, the first German unit, an antiaircraft
battalion which had been assembled in southern Romania, crossed the
Bulgarian border en route to Varna, where it arrived the same evening.
The 5th and 11th Panzer Divisions, stationed in the Cernavoda area,
were alerted to move up to the Bulgarian-Turkish border even before
the general entry of German troops into Bulgaria had been effected.
This turned out to be an unnecessary precaution. On 1 March Bul-
garia officially joined the Tripartite Pact during a ceremony held in
Vienna. On this occasion the Bulgarian premier emphasized that
Bulgaria would faithfully adhere to the treaties of friendship it
had previously concluded with its neighbors—in addition to the treaty
just concluded with Turkey, Bulgaria had signed a treaty of friend-
ship with Yugoslavia in 1937 and a nonaggression pact with Greece in
1938—and was determined “to maintain and further develop its tradi-
tionally friendly relations with the Soviet Union.”






= SERMAN CAMPAIGNS IN THE BALKANS 19

-and Yugoslavia. The international reaction to the German entry
~ into Bulgaria was unexpectedly mild. Great Britain broke off diplo-
. matic relations with Bulgaria. Yugoslavia, now completely isolated,
- appeared more amenable to German suggestions to join the Tri-
. partite Pact. The German minister in Athens discontinued his con-
- versations with Greek officials; however, in conformity with Hitler’s
. instructions diplomatic relations with Greece were not broken off.
This enabled the Germans to receive reliable information from that
country until shortly before they started their attack. According
- to reports received from Athens, motorized British and Imperial
- troops began to disembark at Piraeus and Volos during the first
= days of March.
- Immediately after the German entry into Bulgaria, Turkey closed
- the Dardanelles and maintained a reserved attitude. On 4 March
Turkey’s president received Hitler’s message explaining the entry
.~ of German troops into Bulgaria was the only possible solution to
. the predicament that confronted Germany when the British began
- to infiltrate Greece. Pointing to the German-Turkish alliance dur-
ing World War I, Hitler emphasized his peaceful intentions toward
Turkey and guaranteed that German troops would stay at least
thirty-five miles from the Turkish border. In the reply, which was
handed to the Fuehrer by the Turkish ambassador in Berlin in
mid-March, President Inoenue also made reference to the former
alliance and expressed the hope that the friendly relations existing
between their two countries would be maintained in the future. After
receiving this reply to his note, Hitler was no longer apprehensive
of Turkey’s attitude. However, in order to go one step farther
and put Turkey under an obligation, Hitler contemplated giving
Turkey that strip of Greek territory around Adrianople through
which the Orient Express passes on its way to Istanbul.
The occupation of Bulgaria proceeded according to schedule. By
9 March the advance detachments of the leading infantry divisions
had arrived at the Greek-Bulgarian border, and the 5th and 11th
Panzer Divisions were fully assembled in their designated areas
within fifty miles of the Turkish-Bulgarian border. Eight days later
the first and second echelons, consisting of four corps headquarters,
eleven and one-half divisions, and one infantry regiment, arrived
on Bulgarian territory. In accordance with previous agreements, the
troop contingents entering Sofiya, which the Bulgarians intended
to declare an open city, consisted exclusively of service elements. The
Twelfth Army under Field Marshal Wilhelm List established its
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headquarters south of Sofiya and directed the transfer of the German
divisions to their assembly areas along the Greek-Bulgarian border.

During that time the third echelon was still detraining in Romania.
As early as 7 March the Army High Command arrived at the con-
clusion that, in view of Turkey's more and more favorable attitude
toward the German occupation of Bulgaria, it would be advisable to
keep the six infantry divisions of this echelon in Romania so that
they would be promptly available for Operation BARBAROSSA
and would not be exhausted by long marches.

iI. Yugoslavia

Throughout this period Yugoslavia had successfully avoided being
drawn into the Italian-Greek conflict. Hitler’s policy was to induce
the Yugoslav political leaders to collaborate with Germany and
Italy. On 28 November 1940, during a conference with Yugoslavia's
Foreign Minister Lazar Cincar-Marcovic, the Fuehrer offered to sign
a nonaggression pact with Yugoslavia and recommended its adher-
ence to the Tripartite Pact. Hitler mentioned on that occasion that
he intended to intervene in the Balkans by assisting the Italians
against Greece. Once the British forces had been driven out of the
Balkans, frontier corrections would have to be made, and Yugoslavia
might be given an outlet to the Aegean Sea through Saloniks.
Although Cincar-Marcovic seemed impressed by these arguments, no
further progress was made.

During the planning for Operation MARITA, German military
leaders pointed repeatedly to Yugoslavia’s crucial position and asked
that diplomatic pressure be used to induce that country to join the
Axis Powers. Because of the lack of direct rail lines between Bul-
garia and Greece, the use of the Brigade-Nis—Salonika rail line was
essential for the rapid execution of Operation MARITA and the
speedy redeployment of forces for Operation BARBAROSSA.

On 14 February 1941 Hitler and Foreign Minister Joachim von
Ribbentrop met with the Yugoslav Premier Dragisha Cvetkovic and
Cincar-Marcovic. For the Germans the results were as unsatisiactory
as those of the preceding meeting, since the conference did not lead
to the conclusion of any agreement. D-day for Operation MARITA
was drawing closer and Yugoslavia still refused to commit itself,
Hitler therefore invited Prince Regent Paul to continue the negotia-
tions, and a meeting took place on 4 March. The prince regent’s
reaction to the German desiderata was much more favorable than that
of the political leaders whom Hitler had met before. However, in

“strict pursuance of Yugoslavia’s policy of neutrality, Prince Paul

declined to give the Axis Powers any military support, intimating




"GERMAN CAMPAIGNS IN THE BALKANS 21

. that this would be incompatible with Yugoslav public opinion.
- Hitler assured him that he fully appreciated the regent's difficulties
. and guaranteed him that, even after adhering to the Tripartite Pact,
- Yugoslavia would not be required to permit the transit of German
troops across its territory. Although the military considered the
use of the Yugoslav rail net as essential, Hitler attached so much po-
' litical weight to Yugoslavia’s adherence to the Tripartite Pact that he
. would not let that point interfere with the successful conclusion of
the pending negotiations. Moreover, he hoped that the Yugoslav
Government could eventually be induced to reverse its decision and
permit the transit of German supply and materiel shipments across
its territory.

. For the time being, however, the negotiations with Yugoslavia
' made little progress, in spite of Hitler’s willingness to make con-
| cessions. Yugoslav opposition to Italy’s interference in the Balkans
; seemed to be the chief obstacle. By mid-March the situation had
reached the point where Mussolini decided to order the reinforce-
ment of the garrisons along the Italian-Yugoslav border. On 18
. March the situation suddenly took a turn for the better—the Yugo-
L glav privy council decided to join the Tripartite Pact. The ceremony
took place in Vienna on 25 March, when Cvetkovic and Cincar-
Marcovic signed the protocol. On this occasion the Axis Powers
handed two notes to the Yugoslav representatives. In these they
guaranteed to respect the sovereignty aud territorial integrity of
Yugoslavia at all tiines and promised that, for the duration of the
war, Yugoslavia would not be required to permit the transit of Axis
troops across its territory.

Hitler’s triumph over this diplomatic success was, however, short-
lived. During the night of 26-27 March a military coup d’état at
Belgrade led to the resignation of the existing government and the
formation of a new one headed by General Richard D. Simovic, the
former commander of the Yugoslav Air Force. Simultaneously, the
seventeen-year-old King Peter 11 acceded to the throne and Prince
Regent Paul and his family departed for Greece. The frontiers of
Yugoslavia were hermetically sealed. Anti-German demonstrations
were held in Belgrade and several other Serbian cities and, on 29
March, the Yugoslav Army was mobilized.

Although a nationalistic wave of enthusiasm swept the entire
country with the exception of Croatia, the realities of the military
situation gave little reason for optimism. Yugoslavia was sur-
rounded by Axis forces except for the narrow strip of common bor-
der with Greece. The situation of the Yugoslav Army was rendered
particularly difficult by the shortage of modern weapons. More-
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over, since most of its equipment had been produced in Germany
or in armament plants under German control, it was impossible to
renew the supply of ammunition.

On 27 March the new Yugoslav foreign minister immediately as-
sured the German minister in Belgrade that his country wanted to
maintain its friendly relations with Germany. Although it would not
ratify its-adherence to the Tripartite Pact, Yugosiavia did not want
to cancel any standing agreements. Despite this information Hitler
was convinced that the new government was anti-German and opposed
to the pact and that Yugoslavia would sooner or later join the
Western Powers. He therefore called a meeting of the commanders
in chief of the Army and Luftwaffe and their chiefs of staff, Ribben-
trop, Keitel, and Generaloberst (General) Alfred Jod! for 1300 on
27 March. He informed them that he had decided to “destroy Yugo-
slavia as a military power and sovereign state.” This would have
to be accomplished with a minimum of delay and with the assistance
of those nations that had borders in common with Yugoslavia. Italy,
Hungary, and to a certain extent Bulgaria, would have to lend direct
military support, whereas Romania’s principal role was to block any
attempts at Soviet intervention. The annihilation of the Yugoslav
state would have to be executed in blitzkrieg manner. The three
services would be responsible for making the necessary preparations
with utmost speed.

Following these explanations Hitler issued the overall instructions
for the execution of the operation against Yugoslavia and asked
the commanders in chief of the Army and Luftwaffe to submit their
plans without delay. These instructions were laid down in Directive
No. 25, which was signed by Hitler the same evening and immediately
issued to the services.

In a telegram sent to Mussolini on 27 March, Hitler informed the
Ttalian chief of state that he had made all preparations “to meet
a critical development by taking the necessary military countermeas-
ures,” and that he had acquainted the Hungarian and Bulgarian min-
isters with his views on the situation in an attempt to rouse the interest
of their respective governments to lending military support. More-
over, he asked the Duce “not to start any new ventures in Albania
during the next few days” but “to cover the most important passes
leading from Yugoslavia to Albania with all available forces and to
quickly reinforce the Italian troops along the Italian-Yugoslav
border.”

A written confirmation of this telegram was handed to Mussolini
the next day and negotiations regarding Italy’s participation in a
war against Yugoslavia were initiated immediately. The Germans
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aircraft artillery units in Romania and the transfer of additional fire-
fighting forces to the oil region.

King Boris of Bulgaria refused to lend active support in the cam-
paigns against Greece and Yugoslavia. He pointed out that by 15
April only five Bulgarian divisions would be available for deployment
along the Turkish border and that he could not possibly commit any
forces elsewhere.

On 3 April a Yugeslav delegation arrived in Moscow to sign a pact
of mutual assistance with the Soviet Union. Instead, they signed a
treaty of friendship and nonaggression two days later. By conclud-
ing this treaty the Soviet Government apparently wanted to show
its interest in Yugoslavia and the Balkans without much hope that
this gesture would induce Hitler to recousider his decision to attack
Yugoslavia. The next day, 6 April 1941, the Luftwaffe unleashed
an air attack on Belgrade and the German Army started to invade
Yugoslavia.




PART TWO

THE YUGOSLAY CAMPAIGN
(Operation 25)

Chapter 4

Political and Strategic Planning

Upon his assumption of power on 27 March 1941, General Simovic,
the new head of the Yugoslav Government, was faced with a difficult
situation. Realizing that Germany was making feverish preparations
to invade Yugoslavia, he tried his utmost to unify his government by
including representative Croat elements. It was not until 3 April—
just three days before the German attack was launched—that the
Croat leaders finally joined the Simovic government. Upon entering
the cabinet, Croat representatives appealed to their people to give
the new regime wholehearted support. However, any semblance of
national solidarity was to be short lived. When Croatia proclaimed
itself an independent state with Hitler’s blessings on 16 April, the
Croat political leaders promptly left the national government in Bel-
grade and returned to Zagreb. Thusthe cleft in Yugoslavia's national
unity, superficially closed for exactly seven days, became complete.

While the Simovic government made every effort to maintain
friendly relations with Germany, Hitler was bent on settling the issue
by force of arms. Preparations for the rapid conquest of Yugoslavia
were hastened so as not to jeopardize the impending campaign against
Russia. Germany’s limited resources precluded the possibility of tying
down forces in Yugoslavia for any protracted period while simul-
taneously invading the Soviet Union.

The possibility of an invasion of Yugoslavia had hitherto not been
considered by the German Army planners. For a better understand-
ing of the problems with which the German General Staff officers were
faced, it is necessary to examine the topographic features of that
country.

25
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I. Military Topography

Geographically, the Balkans extend from the Danube to the Aegean
and from the Black Sea to the Adriatic. (Map 1) Mountain ranges
and narrow, mountain-lined valleys are characteristic of the Balkan
peninsula, of which Yugoslavia constitutes the northwestern and
central portion. Central Yugoslavia is a platean that slopes gently
toward the Danube Valley and gradually merges into the Hungarian
plains,

The Yugoslav coastline along the Adratic extends for approxi-
mately 400 miles and is fronted by numerous small islands. The
Dalmatian Alps, which run along the coast, constitute a formidable
barrier as good roads are scarce. Stretching across the peninsula,
roughly from east to west, are the Balkan Mountains., The ranges
are high, rough, and rugged, and are intersticed by numerous passes
which, however, can be successfully negotiated by spectally trained
and equipped mountain troops.

The inland frontiers of Yugoslavia extend some 1,900 miles and
border on Italy, Austria, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria. Greece, and
Albania. Covering a laud surface approximately the size of the
State of Oregon, Yugoslavia has a population of almost 16 million,
of which 5 million Serbs and 3 million Croats constitute the two
largest ethnic groups. In the northern part of the country a German
minority element numbers about half a million. The largest cities
are Belgrade, the national capital, with 400,000 inhabitants, and
Zagreb, the principal Croat city, with 200,000,

The country can be roughly divided into five distinct natural geo-
graphic regions. The so-called Pannonian Basin, within whiclh the
national capital of Belgrade is centrally located, is by far the most
important industrial portion. The Sava and Drava valleys link this
area with the Slovene Alps, the forerunners of the more formidable
Julian Alps. The Morava-Vardar depression extends southward from
Belgrade to the Greek frontier. The Adriatic coastal belt extends from
Italy in the north to Albania in the south. The Dalmatian Alps rise
directly out of the sea and overshadow the central mountain or Dinarie
Karst region farther inland.

There are several great routes of communication in the Balkans.
One of these follows the Morava and Vardar Rivers from Budapest
to Salonika and connects the Danube with the Aegean. The best roads
and railroad lines are to be found in the northern and northeastern
fringes of Yugoslavia which formed part of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire.
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Because of its difficult terrain, Yugoslavia is far from being ideally
suited for the conduct of major military operations. This poorly de-
veloped, rugged, and mountainous country, with its limited routes
of communication and sparsely populated area, is bound to raise havoc
with an invader’s communications, movements, and logistical support.

Almost all of the rivers, including the Drava, Sava, and Morava, are
tributaries of the Danube, which flows through the northwestern part
of Yugoslavia for about 350 miles. Soon after crossing the northern
border an attacking ground force is confronted by three formidable
river barriers: the Mura, the Drava, and the Sava. At the time of
the spring thaws these rivers resemble swollen torrents; the Drava at
Barcs and the lower course of the Sava become as wide as the Missis-
sippi at St. Louis. It is therefore of vital importance for the invader
to seize the key bridges across these rivers while they are still intact.

Il. Hitler's Concept of the Strategic Factors

During the conference that took place on the afternoon of 27 March
1941, Hitler formulated overall strategic plans for the projected mili-
tary operation against Yugoslavia. The deecisions reached at this
meeting were summarized in Directive No. 25, which was disseminated
to the three armed services on the same day. The campaign against
Yugoslavia took its cover name—Operation 25—from this directive.

Hitler declared that the uprising in Yugoslavia had drastically
changed the entire political situation in the Balkans. He maintained
that Yugoslavia must now be regarded as an enemy and must be de-
stroyed as quickly as possible despite any assurances that might be
forthcoming fromn the new Yugoslav Government. Hungary and Bul-
garia were to be induced to participate in the operations by extending
to them the opportunity of regaining Banat and Macedonia, respec-
tively. By the same token, political promises were to be extended to
the Croats, promises that were bound to have all the more telling
effect since they would render even more acute the internal dissension
within Yugoslavia.

In view of Yugoslavia’s difficult terrain, the German plans called
for a two-pronged drive in the general direction of Belgrade, with
one assault force coming from southeastern Austria and the other
from western Bulgaria. These forces were to crush the Yugoslav
armed forces in the north. Simultaneously, the southernmost part of
Yugoslavia was to be used as a jumpoff area for a combined German-
Italian offensive against (reece. Vital as the early capture of Bel-
grade proper was considered to be, possession of the Belgrade-Nis-
Salonika rail line and highway and of the Danube waterway was of
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even greater strategic importance to the German supply system. Hit-
ler therefore arrived at the following conclusions:

1. As soon as sufficient forces became available and the weather
conditions permitted, the Luftwaffe was to destroy the city of Bel-
grade as well as the ground installations of the Yugoslav Air Force
by means of uninterrupted day-and-night bombing attacks. The
launching of Operation MARITA was to coincide with the initial
air bombardment.

2. All forces already available in Bulgaria and Romania could
be utilized for the ground attacks, one to be launched toward Bel-
grade from the Sofiya region, the other toward Skoplje from the
Kyustendil-Gorna Dzhumaya area. However, approximately one
division and sufficient antiaircraft elements must remain in place to
protect the vital Romanian oil fields. The guarding of the Turkish
frontier was to be left to the Bulgarians for the time being, but, if
practicable, one armored division was to be kept in readiness behind
the Bulgarian frontier security forces.

3. The attack from Austria toward the southeast was to be
launched as soon as the necessary forces could be assembled in the
Graz area. The ultimate decision as to whether Hungarian soil
should be used for staging the drive against Yugoslavia was to be
left to the Army. Security forces along the northern Yugoslav
frontier were to be reinforced at once. Even before the main at-
tacks could be launched, crucial points should be seized and made
secure along the northern and eastern Yugoslav border. Any such
limited-objective attacks were to be so timed as to coincide with the
air bombardment of Belgrade.

4. The Linftwaffe was to lend tactical support and cover during
the ground operations in the vicinity of the Yugoslav border and
coordinate its efforts with the requirements of the Army. Ade-
quate antiaircraft protection was to be provided in the vital con-
centration areas around Graz, Klagenfurt, Villach, Leoben, and
Vienna.

Chapter 5

The Plan of Attack
1. The Outline Plan

Working under tremendous pressure, the Army High Command
developed the combined outline plan for the Yugoslav and Greek cam-
paigns within twenty-four hours of the military revolt in Yugoslavia.
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After this plan had been submitted to and approved by Hitler, it
was incorporated into Directive No. 25.
This outline plan envisaged the following offensive operations:

1. One attack force was to drive southward from the former Aus-
trian province of Styria and from southwestern Hungary. This
force was to destroy the enemy armies in Croatia and drive south-
eastward between the Sava and Drava Rivers toward Belgrade.
The mobile divisions of this assault group were to coordinate their
advance with the other attack forces that were to close in on the
Yugoslav capital from other directions so that the bulk of the enemy
forces would be unable to make an orderly withdrawal into the
mountains.

2. The second force was to advance toward Belgrade from the
Sofiya area in western Bulgaria, take the capital, and secure the
Danube so that river traffic could be reopened at an early date.

3. A third attack force was to thrust from southwestern Bulgaria
in the general direction of Skoplje in an effort to cut off the Yugo-
slav. Army from the Greek and British forces, while at the same
time easing the precarious situation of the Italians in Albania.

4. Finally, elements of the German Twelfth Army, which were
poised and ready to invade Greece from Bulgarian bases and had
the difficult task of surmounting the hazardous terrain fortified by
the Metaxas Line, were to pass through the southern tip of Yugo-
slavia, execute an enveloping thrust via the Vardar Valley toward
Salonika, and thus ease the task of the German forces that were
conducting the frontal assault against the Greek fortified positions.

Il. The Timing of the ARacks

In its original version, the outline plan for Operation 25 called for
the air bombardment of Belgrade and the ground installations of the
Yugoslav Air Force to take place on 1 April, the invasion of Greece—
Operation MARITA—on 2 or 3 April, and ground attacks against
Yugoslavia between 8 and 15 April.

During the afternoon of 29 March the Deputy Chief of Staff for
Operations, Generalleutnant (Major General) Friedrich Paulus—who
was to lead the survivors of the Stalingrad pocket mto Russian cap-
tivity less than two years later—presided over a special conference in
Vieuna at which the plans of attack and timetable for the operations
against Greece and Yugoslavia were discussed. Present with their
respective chiefs of staff were Field Marshal List, the commander of
Twelfth Army, Generaloberst (General) Maximilian von Weichs
of Second Army, and Generaloberst (General) Ewald von Kleist of
the First Panzer Group. Field Marshal List was brought up to date
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on the changes in the situation necessitated by the Yugoslav campaign,
and all commanders were fully briefed on the projected plans for the
conduct of the operations. Decisions were reached as to which units
were to participate in the various thrusts from Austria and Hungary
under the command of Second Army. In addition, the corps head-
quarters and GHQ units were selected and assigned.

One of the subjects discussed during this meeting was the partici-
pation of Germany's allies and satellites in the Yugoslav campaign.
Since the Italians in Albania had demonstrated their inability to
mount any offensive operations and the Italian Second Army deployed
in northern Italy apparently would not be ready for action until
22 April, any real assistance from that side was not to be expected. At
any rate, according to the German Army Command plans, the Yugoslav
operations would be almost completed by the time the Italians could
be ready. The Hungarians acceded to all German requests for the
use of their territory and agreed to take an active part in the opera-
tions by committing contingents, which were to be subordinated to
the German Army High Command. At the conclusion of the con-
ference, General Paulus proceeded to Budapest to discuss details of
the operation with the Hungarian general staff.

Another result of the conference of 29 March was the decision to
delay the initial air attacks so that they would coincide more closely
with the attack on Greece. The purpose of this measure was to bring
Operation MARITA into a closer relationship with Operation 25.
The revised timetable thus foresaw that the attacks of Twelfth Army
to the south and west and the air bombardment would be launched
simultaneously on 6 April, the thrust of First Panzer Group on 8
April, and the Second Army attack on 12 April. These deadlines
were adhered to with the exception of D-day for Second Army, which
was moved up when the rapid successes scored by the probing attacks
led to the decision of getting off to a “flying start.”

. Second Army

In the final version of the plan of attack the Second Army was
to jumpoff on 10 April with its mobile forces driving in the general
direction of Belgrade between the Drava and Sava Rivers. The
terrain between the two rivers was considered ideal for armored
warfare, and no serious obstacles were expected. The army was
greatly concerned, however, over the prospect of finding key bridges
demolished, especially since little bridging equipment was available
and the rivers were swollen by spring thaws. For this reason the
lead elements of the XLVI Panzer Corps were to conduct limited
objective attacks as early as 6 April in order to seize and secure the
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highway and railroad bridges across the Drava near Barcs. In this
manner the corps would be able to launch its thrust toward Belgrade
by 8 April, the same time that the First Panzer Group was to attack
from the southeast. One motorized column was to be diverted to the
southwest with the mission of capturing Zagreb at the earliest pos-
sible moment.

Farther to the west, where the terrain becomes more and more
mountainous, the LI Infantry Corps was to jumpoff on 10 April and
drive in the direction of Zagreb with two infantry divisions. Here,
too, limited objective attacks were to be carried out during the pre-
ceding days so that strategic points in the proximity of the frontier
could be secured.

On the same day, and as soon as sufficient troops became available,
the XLIX Mountain Corps was to advance toward Celje.

IV. First Panzer Group

In compliance with Directive No. 25, Field Marshal List’s Twelfth
Army, which had originally been assembled in Bulgaria for the pur-
pose of executing Operation MARITA, had to regroup its divisions
into three separate attack forces. The plan of attack of the southern
and central forces will be dealt with in Part I11, “The German Cam-
paign in Greece.” The northern attack force of Twelfth Army, led
by General von Kleist’s First Panzer (iroup, was to launch a surprise
attack in the direction of Nis-Kragujevac-Belgrade on 8 April,
annihilate strong enemy forces concentrated in the Pirot-Leskovac
sector, and capture the Yugoslav capital with a minimum of delay.

The First Panzer Group forces had to be reorganized and regrouped
for their new mission. By using every available motor vehicle, the
regrouping could be achieved within a few days. For this purpose,
motor vehicles from German forces stationed in Romania and from
the 16th Panzer Division. deployed behind the Bulgarian-Turkish
border, had to be organized into makeshift motor transport columns
and hurriedly pressed into service. The forces at the disposal of
the panzer group were comparatively weak, considering the difficulties
they were bound to encounter. In all probability, the Yugoslavs
would concentrate their best troops in the vicinity of the capital,
which was not easily accessible from the southeast. The German armor
would be forced to negotiate some formidable mountain roads before
reaching its objective. Thus, in the event that the Serbs established
a well-organized defense system, this attack might involve considerable
risk.
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V. XLI Panzer Corps

To coincide with this thrust, the XLI Panzer Corps, which was
assembling in western Romania, was to undertake a separate drive
from the Timisoara area to Belgrade. The outline plan did not envi-
sion the employment of the XLI Panzer Corps during the Yugoslav
campaign. However, without consulting the Army High Command,
Hitler ordered the 2d SS Motorized Infantry Division to advance on
Belgrade from Timisoara. He apparently wanted an SS division to
be the first to enter the Yugoslav capital, both for prestige reasons and
propaganda purposes. Upon learning of this move, the Army High
Command protested vigorously and soon obtained complete opera-
tional control over this force, which subsequently formed the third
prong in the drive on Belgrade.

Chapter 6

The Defense Forces

I. General

Lacking up-to-date materiel, the Yugoslav armed forces were no
match for the well-equipped and highly trained German war machine.
Their deficiencies were particularly marked in the fields of aviation
and armor. In January 1941 the Yugoslav Air Force numbered ap-
proximately 700 military aireraft, most of which were obsolete. A
major portion of all weapons and equipment was of foreign make,
with the Skoda armament plant the main source. After the Germans
annexed the whole of Czechoslovakia in 1939, deliveries from that
source ceased almost completely. In the opinion of some German
military experts the pronounced inferiority of Yugoslav equipment
and material was partly compensated for by the inaccessibility of the
country and toughness of the individual soldier. However, internal
friction among the different ethnie groups, particularly between Serbs
and Croats, undermined the overall combat effectiveness of the Yugo-
slav military forces.

II. Defensive Plans

The Yugoslav plan of defense called for a fairly even distribution
of all available forces along the extended frontiers of the country.
In adopting a cordon defense the Yugoslav high command displayed
little ingenuity as it deprived itself of the opportunity of forming
strong reserves. Since the capital of Belgrade and the industrial area
around Nis and Kragujevac were situated so close to the frontier,
major elements of the Army were tied down in the defense of those
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sectors. Moreover, the Yugoslav command intended to maintain con-
tact with the Greek and British troops in Greece by strengthening
its forces in northern Macedonia. In conjunction with a Greek attack
from the south, the Yugoslav high command planned to commit the
Third Army in a drive against Albania from the east. While this at-
tack force was to push the Italians out of Albania, the other armies
were to fight delaying actions if any frontier sector should be invaded
by Germany. In the event of initial setbacks in the border areas, the
Yugoslavs intended to conduct an orderly withdrawal into the in-
accessible mountainous regions in the western part of the country,
where they lioped to continue their resistance by engaging the invader
in costly and timeconsuming guerilla warfare.

This plan was unrealistic and therefore bound to fail. The Yugo-
slav Army could have escaped total annihilation only if it had oper-
ated in conjunction with the Greek and British forces and had built
up a line of resistance in the extreme southern part of the country to
achieve this purpose. This line should have been anchored on the
Greek front in Albania in the west and on the mountains along the
Greek-Bulgarian frontier in the east. This would have meant the
voluntary abandonment of almost the entire national territory, a
decision which no Yugoslav political leader could possibly have
envisaged.

. Training and Tactics

Combined-arms training and maneuvers under simulated combat
conditions had been seriously neglected by the Yugoslavs. During
training much emphasis was placed on delaying actions, defensive
fighting, and the conduct of counterattacks. Considerable weight was
also attached to assault tactics of infantry forces. The individual
Serb soldier was well trained in close-combat and hand-to-hand fight-
ing, but was powerless against heavy artillery fire and air-supported
armored thrusts.

IV. Guerilla Warfare

Special emphasis was placed on guerilla warfare, for which the
Serbs were especially well suited and trained. The “Cetnici,” a parti-
san organization composed of loyal Serbs, had been formed into
militia units of varying size up to battalion strength. Its primary
mission was to carry out raids and acts of sabotage against enemy
conimand posts and rear area installations. Guerilla units were to
be committed to reinforce the frontier guards so that they could wage
their specialized type of warfare against an attacker from the very
outset of operations.
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V. Fortifications

There was no continuous line of fortifications along the Yugoslav
frontier. Although pillboxes had been constructed in certain places
to reinforce individual strong points, these were at best interconnected
by unimproved, open trenches. None of the pillboxes had armor-
plated cupolas; they were armed primarily with machine guns and,
in some instances, with antitank and light artillery guns. Though
these fortified positions were far from imposing, they were, as a rule,
well concealed and camouflaged. Several rows of wire entanglements
protected the positions. At some points tank obstacles and antitank
ditches were built in front of the fortified lines. The obstacles con-
sisted of from three to five rows of steel girders which had merely
been driven into the ground but were not anchored in a concrete
foundation. Consequently, they did not constitute a formidable bar-
rier for the modern-type medium tank. The antitank ditches, though
few in number, were well conceived and effectively constructed. They
measured twenty-four feet in width and nine feet in depth, and their
steep retaining wall was revetted.

Because of the mountainous terrain along the German-Yugoslav
frontier, the defense system in this area was limited to blocking main
roads and key mountain passes where a Grerman penetration was most
likely to occur. It was here that most of the fortified positions had
been constructed. Their size and strength varied depending on the
importance of the border-crossing point and on the natural terrain
features.

Vi. Order of Batlle

At the beginning of April 1941 the Yugoslav Army was composed
of seventeen regular and twelve reserve infantry divisions, six com-
bined-arms brigades, three regular cavalry divisions and three reserve
cavalry brigades, one fortress division, and one fortress brigade.
There were also twenty-three frontier guard battalions, a number of
frontier guard regiments, and some fortification troops. The fully
mobilized strength of the Army was slightly under 1,000,000 men.

The divisions and brigades were not designated numerically, as is
normally the case, but were named after provinees, rivers, mountain
ranges, or cities. They were organized into three army groups, seven
field armies, and one coastal defense command. The following were
their composition and primary missions on 6 April 1941:

1. The First Army Group consisted of : the Seventh Army, includ-

ing two infantry divisions, two mountain brigades, and one
coastal defense battalion, was responsible for the defense of the
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northwestern part of the country facing the Italian and Ger-
man frontiers; the Fourth Army, composed of three infantry
divisions and one cavalry brigade, was to hold the sector facing
the Hungarian border, and was deployed behind the Drava
from Varazdin to Slatina. Behind this defense line a cavalry
division stood in reserve in the Zagreb area, while three addi-
tional infantry divisions were held in reserve south of the Croat
capital.

2. The Second Army Group was composed of: the Second Army
including three infantry divisions holding the sector adjacent
to Fourth Army up to the Danube; one additional infantry divi-
sion which was located south of Brod and formed the army re-
serve; and the First Army, which consisted of one cavalry and
two infantry divisions, and occupied the northwest corner
between the Danube and the Tisza.

3. The Sixth Army was an independent command not subordinated
to an army group. It was composed of two infantry divisions,
one infantry brigade, one reinforced cavalry division, and one
reinforced cavalry brigade. These forces were deployed around
Belgrade and in the Banat region east of the Tisza. Two ad-
ditional infantry divisions were upheld in reserve along both
banks of the lower Morava Valley.

4. The Third Ariny Group consisted of : the Fifth Army, which had
four infantry divisions and two infantry brigades to cover the
Romanian border from the Iron Gate up to Kriva Palanka;
three additional infantry divisions under the army’s jurisdiction
covered the adjacent sector to the south, extending to the Greek
frontier; and the Third Army, composed of four infantry
divisions and one separate battalion, which was deployed along
the Albanian border from Lake Ohridsko to Lake Shadarsko.
One infantry division was held in reserve in the Skoplje area.

5. The Coastal Defense Command had at its disposal one infantry
division as well as the Kotorski Fortress Division and the Si-
benik Fortress Brigade. This command was responsible for
the defense of the Adriatic coast from the Bay of Kotorski to
Gospic.

VIil. Deficiencies and Confusion

Because of the political situation, the inadequate rail and road nets,
and the poor organization of the Army as a whole, the Yugoslav de-
fense forces were committed piecemeal. The frontier defenses, al-
though built around favorable terrain features, lacked depth and
usually confined themselves to the immediate border environs.
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When hostilities began on 6 April, the Yugoslav Army was still in
the midst of mobilization, with sizable forces being clothed and
equipped in their garrisons. As a result, the disposition of troops
behind the 1,900-mile border was totally inadequate. The only units
that were fully mobilized were the regular Army divisions of the
Third and Fifth Armies, which were stationed along the Bulgarian
border. Some of the border security battalions were on a war footing,
but even they were understrength. Not until 3 April did the Yugo-
slavs start to shift troop units from the interior to the Bulgarian
frontier. No strategic reserves whatsoever were available in the
Ljubljana area in the north.

During his discussions with Yugoslav leaders in Belgrade on 1 April,
General Sir John Dill, Chief of the British Imperial General Staff,
found nothing but confusion and paralysis. Political leaders re-
peatedly stated that Yugoslavia was determined not to take any steps
that might provoke a German armed attack. Obviously, the Yugo-
slav ministers failed to realize the imminence of their country’s peril.
Their mood and outlook left Dill under the impression that they
believed they would have months to make their decisions and enforce
their plans, whereas in reality only a few days were to elapse before
the Germans launched their attack.

Chapter 7
The Attack Forces

I. Command Posts

On 5 April Field Marshall Walther von Brauchitsch, Commander
in Chief of the Germany Army, moved to Wiener Neustadt (thirty-five
miles south of Vienna) in order to assume personal command of the
Second and Twelfth Armies, which were to conduct the campaigns
against Yugoslavia and Greece. He was accompanied by an advance
echelon of the Army General Staff. Reichs Marshal Goering, Com-
mander in Chief of the Luftwaffe, established his field headquarters at
Semmering Pass, southwest of Wiener Neustadt.

Accompanied by his close entourage and the forward echelon of the
National Defense Branch of the Armed Forces Operations Staff, Hit-
ler departed from Berlin on the evening of 10 April. On the following
day the Fuehrer arrived at a small station on the single-track railroad
line leading from Wiener Neustadt southward to Fuerstenberg (fifty
miles east of Graz). There, his special train and that of the National
Defense Branch halted in front of the northern and southern exits
respectively of a tunnel that leads through the Alps south of Aspang.
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E From these locations the trains could easily be pulled into the tunnel
' in the event of enemy air attacks. While the two trains remained in
e the area, the entire line was blocked to normal traffic. Tt was from this
= vantage point that Hitler directed the Balkan campaigns until 25
. April, when he returned to Berlin.

f Il. The Luftwaffe

¢ The ground operations in the Balkans were to be given strong and
b effective air support by the Fourth Air Force under the command of
. General der Flieger (Lieutenant General) Alexander Loehr, whose
f headquarters was then located in Vienna. The actual air operations
E were carried out by the VIII Air Corps of General der Flieger (Lieu-
. tenant General) Wolfram von Richthofen. It was he who had estab-
} lished such an outstanding record in supporting the slashing armored
thrusts during the Battle of France.

E  Between November 1940 and February 1941, a force of over 400
¢ planes, including long-range bombers, dive-bombers, fighters, and
. reconnaissance aircraft, had gradually been built up in Romania and
f Bulgaria. By 27 March, when the Yugoslav revolt occurred, there
. were 135 fighter and reconnaissance planes in Romania, and 355
* bombers and dive-bombers in Bulgaria.

Early in April additional air reinforcements were rushed to the
b Balkans. From as far away as France, Africa, and Sicily about 600
' aircraft of all four types were brought up and readied for action
within ten days. The fighter and reconnaissance craft were sent to
fields near Arad, Deva, and Turnu-Severin in western Romania,
all within easy striking distance of Belgrade. The long-range bombers
were to operate from fields at Wiener Neustadt and near Sofiya, north-
west and southeast of the Yugoslav capital, at 200 and 100 miles dis-
tance, respectively.

. Second Army

The disposition and order of battle of the various attack groups
under Second Army were as follows (appendix I):

1. The XLIX Mountain Corps under General der Infanterie
(Lieutenant General) Ludwig Kuebler was assembled in the Kla-
genfurt area. The only two divisions originally assigned to this
corps were the 1st Mountain and the 538th Frontier Guard Divisions.

2. The LI Infantry Corps of General der Infanterie (Lieutenant

General) Hans Reinhardt moved into the Leibnitz area. This corps
composed of the 101st Light Infantry and 132d and 183d Infantry
Divisions, was to form the main effort of the southward thrust.
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3. The LII Infantry Corps, under the command of General der
Infanterie {Lieutenant General) Kurt von Briesen, consisted of two
infantry divisions, the T9th and 125th, which were supposed to be
committed alongside LI Corps. Since these forces did not arrive in
time and were eventually not needed for the operation, they were
placed in the Army High Command reserve,

4. XLVI Panzer Corps, under the command of General der Pan-
zertruppen (Lieutenant General) Heinrich von Vietinghoff, was as-
sembled in southwestern Hungary near Nagykanizsa. It was com-
posed of the 8th and 14th Panzer Divisions and the 16th Motorized
Infantry Division.

IV. First Panzer Group

The First Panzer Group headquarters under General von Kleist
had originally been designated to command the spearhead divisions in
the campaign against Greece. After the revision of plans the follow-
ing units were assigned to the panzer group and diverted to participate
in the Yugoslav campaign:

1. The X1V Panzer Corps, under the command of General der
Infanterie (Lieutenant General) Gustav von Wietersheim, com-
posed of the 5th and 11th Panzer, the 294th Infantry, and the 4th
Mountain Divisions.

2. The XI Infantry Corps, under the command of General der
Infanterie (Lieutenant General) Joachim von Kortzfleisch, con-
sisted of the 60th Motorized Infantry Division and several other
units which, however, did not participate in the campaign.

V. XLI Panzer Corps

An independent armored corps, the XLI Panzer Corps, was
assembled in western Romania near Timisoara under the command of
General der Panzertruppen (Lieutenant General) Georg-Hans Rein-
hardt. It comprised the 2d SS Motorized Infantry Division, the rein-
forced Motorized Infantry Regiment “Gross Deutschland,” and the
Panzer Regiment “Hermann Goering.”



Chapter 8
Logistical Planning and Assembly of Second Army

l. The Rail Transportation Problem

The forces assigned to Second Army had to be shifted from France
and Germany as well as from the Russian border. (Map 3) 1In ac-
cordance with the schedule for the concentration of forees for Qpera-
tion BARBAROSSA, large-scale movements to Germany’s eastern
border were under way toward the end of March. Consequently, the
Second Army forces that were designated to participate in the Yugo-
slav campaign had to be rerouted toward the south, some of them even
in the midst of their west-east movement. Several efficient railroad
lines running from north to south were available for the movement.
Two of these lines led to Vienna, one via Breslau and the other via
Munich, Salzburg, and Linz. Two additional lines terminated in
Passau, one via Nuremberg and the other via Munich. The line from
Prague via Pilsen to Vienna was also available but had only a limited
capacity.

The movements from Vienna and Passau through the Alps into the
detraining areas around Graz and into western Hungary presented
more complicated problems. Since the capacities of the feeder lines
and detraining points were considered inadequate, some elements were
forced to detrain in Vienna and Salzburg and continue the movement
to the assembly areas by road.

The Graz area and western Styria were particularly difficult to
reach. Here, the feeder lines traversed the Alps and were conse-
quently of very limited capacity. For this reason it became impera-
tive to include the western tip of Hungary as as assembly area for
some of the German attack forces. After Hungary had agreed to
the use of its territory, the assembly of the German Second Army
proceeded as follows:

1. Graz and western Styria were designated as assembly areas for
all infantry divisions. Three railroad lines with the following daily
feeder capacity were available in those areas:

a. The daily eapacity of the line Vienna-Bruck-Graz was sixty
trains from Vienna to Bruck and forty-eight from Bruck to Graz.
However, only fifty-two military trains could be dispatched from
Vienna to Bruck since eight trains destined for Italy were needed
daily to haul coal over that stretch. These trains had to be kept
running on schedule so that the German concentrations could be
concealed from the Yugoslavs as long as possible.
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b. The line 