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<a) Observati.ns: On 21 January 1m., this unit aec.mplished 

a false extract1en with a ranQer team w. had made c.ntact with a undeter-

mined size NV.1 force, .ne h.ur pri.r. 
~ 

<b) lvaluA.ti.n: This was tne first time this unit had attempti-

.d a fale •• .xtracti.n under actual combat conditions. After inforWlti.n 

had been received stating no friendly casualties hAd incurred ilurin.: cen­

tact with tne NVA force, tne C.mpany Cemmand.r WIde the decisien te exe-

cute a false extraction, t. allow tne ra.nger team te centinue tneir aesign­

ed mission. The false mracti.n eccurred 100 xmters tl"flm thf!! site .r 
the initial clllntact. N. preblems were ebserved. 

(c) ltecommendatiens: Execut,e false extractiens in the futUl"e 

.nly when it. hAS been determined tne ranger team en the gl"flund did n.t 

obtain casualties during the centact, 8lld the terrain arf.rds such caver 

SIt t. deny the enemy kn.wledge that a false extracti.n did .ccur. 
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II. Air Cavalry Op3ration. 

(1) A Troop_ 

(a) The mission or Troop A. during the November and %)ece., .. val to pronde 

visual reconnaissance in the 2/17th Cavalry reconnaissance tone.. It alao 

provided reconnaissance and secur! ty for the 3rd Brigade of' the 10lat A.irhorne 

Division (Ambl) and its subardim.te elements in the form or first and last 

light roconnaissance and reaction to contact missions. Due to high winds and 

heii.vy ru.1ns opera tiona in the re con zones declined dm-ine the reporting period. 

Troop A did not suport the Hac Bao Oompany in the rep~r.t1ng pericxi. TrOO]:! 

A. _t.i~dtl. a stand down dm-ing the last days of the reportiDg period • 

.. ong the min objectives of the stand down were 'ins truJIB nta 1 trainiDg, 

proficiency check rides, and aircre.ft oainterance. ltljor emphaSis waa placed 

on aircr:·,ft n:aintenance to insure mx1mum combat-ready aircNft at the t.er-

mination of the 3tand down. The Aero Rifle Platoon also secured downed 

aircraft in the lOlst Airborne Divisionis northern a!"e14 at operations. . On 

6 November 70 Tro ... p A. was given the mission to conduct a vialJll reconnaissance 

in the vicini ty of Fire Base lCA'1Y, RIPCORD, and BHADIEY. During the morning the 

ARP were inserted to secu:re a dowmd aircraft at coordina.tes ID928434. Du:r1l'lg 

a vis'\l;'3.1 recon of area 7 a UH .. lH chase aircraft reoeived 8-10 rOUDds or .61 

caliber fire vi th ne€,1i.tive hits. The f'ollCJlling teams also took fire from the 

.51 caliber 'With negative hits. While engaging this area a totalof' 110-]30 

rounds of AI fire was received 'With negative hits. NumeroUl trails vare spotted 

in the viCinity of coordinates ID241132 With recent activity in the past 24-48 

hours. Footprints of 2 to 3 personnel at coordinates m24ll44 ware observed 

yi th recent sc tivi ty in the last 24 hours. In a 2 grid square area around 

YD230120 three hootches and 16 bunkers vere observed vith recent activi V in 

ille t:8st 12-24 hours. On 14 November the missions far Troop A were began 14th 
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visml recons in recon zone 7. Tvo .51 caliber pits, 10 bunkers, .3 traill, 

and several hootches were observed at coardin:cltes YD148063. At c:oardinate. , 

YD150070, 25 hOQtches were observed in a. 100 lOOter aqUlre. While reconning 

the area at coordinates YD151055 a light observation 1. "l1oopter took 20 to 

30 rounds of AI-47 fire. The pilot was hit in the hand. The airCraft vas 

f10vn back to Qwo.ne Tri. At ooordinates lD862287 two big l"eintorced bWlkere, 

and nwoorous footprints were spotted. At coordinatealDlSlD55 8. gunship was 

fi:::"ed at by both Ak-47 and .;1 caliber weapoIlB. A FAC va.a on station to get 

the tar[;:et where the aircraft was fired tin. Air str1kes we. placed on the 

.target with unknam results. On 15 November a team from Troop A abaerved a 

3/4 ton truck at coordinates YD305074. The truck ws engaged. am destroyed, 

and the aircraft received 10 rounds of .51 c;illb6r fire 'with negative hits. 

Also at this location, 5 to 7 bunkers were destroyed. At coordinate. XD91.6255 
, 

a black box size 1" x 8" was observed. Several trai;ls verea1.8o spotted trOll 

this coordinate. An 81 X 8' bunker at coordinates :xD923235 was observed a.nd 

engaged 'With tmknown results. AK-47 fire was receiwd'at ooordinates m125107 

and D923235 by the light observation hellcopter. On 26 Novembar began a fi .... 

day stand-dawn for Troop A. Throughout the entire stand-down period, t1me ws 

al10calJad for proficiency check rides and. instrument \" .... ining. Major emphasis 

was placed on aircraft maintenance to insu:'e tmlxinnuo combat-read)" airoraft at 

the termination of the stand..down. On aO November vas the la.t day of stand­

dO'JIl. Final emphasis vas placed on the naini:.enance of aircraft, the concluding 

of proficienoy check rides, and area beautification. Weather had been bad 

during the entire s:and-down, however, goals set for the stand,..down wre' 

aohieved. 

(b) During December A Troop was to provide visual reconnaissance in tbe 

2/17th Cavalry reCO~'l!li8aanCe zones. It also provided reconnaisaa.nce and 
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sec'UX'ity for the 3rd Brigade of the lOlst Airborne Diviaion and its subordinate 

eleroontn in the i'orm of first and last light rEiiconnaissanoe and reaction to 

contact missions. Due to high winds and heavy rains operations in the reCOD 

zOues deolined during the reporting period. Troop A did not support the Hac 

Bao Company in the reporting period. Teams for L Company (RaDger) ware 8ent 

to llroop A to be placed in the reoon zones. Troop A supplied overflights, 

i:nsert10ns, reaction forces, and extractions for the lOlet Airborne Division" 

northern3.rea of operatIons. Missions in support of ARVN's located in the 

vicini ty of Fire Base BARABARA were also preformed by 'l'roop A .. 

(c) During JanU;:.l.ry Troop A partioipated in the Jefferson tien operati"on 

in reneral support of the 10lst Airborne Division. 1-2 JanUll!7, ina.le.nt 

'·lea ther prevented eoru t oper:i tiexns in the AO. 3 Ja.nuary, va of RT 616 

shOwed Signs of heavy truck traffic. Gunships received 12.7mm .lniiaircraft 
'. 

fire at XD9I0243. One aircraft was hit with minc.U" damage resulting. 4-5 

Janmry, inclement weather prevented combat operations in ~ A.O. 9.-16 Janua17, 

Troop A perfat"med Visml reoonnaissance in the .10 with eapbaaia OIl RT 616, 
a Ranger Relay Team was inserted on Hill 950. N1.1mBrous lIhot ate resulted 

throughout the period. Active 12.7mm pita were observed and engaged. Bunkers 

'Were spotted for TAC Am and Artillel'7. 18-21 Jan'lli!U7, 'l'roop A. worked in close 

support with TAC Am, AfA and Artille "1 to dest.roy bu.n.kBl'I, cache sitee, 

tunnels and spidor holes along RT 616. 22-23 Jan'l.JU"y, inole_nt vea ther 

prevented coroba t operations in the AO. 25 JanUlry, sewl's.l .ensor strings 

were aotivated and. were visually checked fat" activit;r_ 26.28 Ja.nuary-. 

inclement weather prevented combat opera tiona in the .t.'. ,0 January-, Troop A. 

perforzood m;i.ssion of flanl security for 1/5 Mach in !he Sanh area of operations. 

A downed WH from F Troop 8th Cavalry was secured and rigged for extraotion. 

31 January, provided security for units in Khe Sanh and ShepPard areas of 
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opez'ations. BOA of Arc llght was completed with satisfact01"1 rellu1ta noted. 

(d) 2-3 Feb-'uary, Troop A cOMucted VR or RT 6~6, extraoted tvo Ranger 

team;') P..nd inserted tlio&here. Troop D vas insertqd to accomplish ground reccm-

naissance of RT 616. 4 Fehruary, Troop A ARP vas inserted into Ihe Sanh 

combat base, to secure the arrival of Troop D and Squo.rdon HQ. J.,-7 Februa1'7 

bad ToTeB. ther precludednnornal operations. S FebrU'.:tI7, Troop A er08~d ~ l'JLot1an 

border. Aircraft r-~ported shot..ats with three aircraft reparting hi ta and 

aircraft f~a.b1e. 10 FebrUlry, 'Jorked area 'West of Khe Sanb utilizing FAO 

and ARA. An IDH and AH-lG were shot down, crews were extracted. Aircraft t"ere 

destroyed by the cra.sh. Seven WA were KEH. 12-17 Febr.tJlry wre spent in" 

support of A.RVN ground elements operating in 1).08. Troop A worked vi tb FAO 

controlled TAO Air, AIa and it IS organic gutl3hips to SujreS8 enem.y a.ntie1rcJ'att 

fire, 1:Ihile . eam.'3 continued their missions of VR for the ground forces. A .... __ 

irla t(: ~ 16 IWA \{cre KBH. 18-25 February, Troop A ~8 eng&.g4td in it • ., aSSigned 

missions of VR and close screen to the ground foroes. Weather during tbia 

period freql¥)nt~ delll;.yed missions tmti1 1100-1200 hOUl."8. 26 February,' T'l"oop A 

had visual Sighting on enellQ' armor. Two active tanka were Sighted and an 

AH-lG received 15 hits in the process of flying VR in the vioinity at LZ 31. 

27-28 Febr"lJAry, Troop A alternated vi th Troop 0 and SqUtrdon Oompany as 0&0 

to revover" an UlI that had been shot down Vic 11)6225. Three 12~7mm antiaircraft 

weapons vere looated in the area. 

(e) 1 Mirch, employed a1rstrikes ag<-linst known and suspected "net. 
locations. 2.3 ltirch, inolement weather prevented coJllbat operations, 4-6 

~rch, supported ARVNI at LZ Sophitl and LZ Victory, emp1018d TAO AlR and 

artillery on known positions. 6 Mirch, Hac Bao ~attad to secure a 

downed crew at Vic lD47S409. 7 M3.roh, Hac Bao and downed crew vere extracted 

. under heavy 12.7mm antiatrcraft,f1re from three veapons. O:na AH-lG rece11'84 
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4 hits and ratUl"lled to base where it was determined to be non tl1able. A 

truck (5 ton) was destroyed and a bulldozer spotte'd. Area was lIBrked for a 

FAC. 8-10 J.ilrch inclement 'Weather ' prevented combat oper;;~tioJl8~ 11 March, 

Troop A conducted a VR of LZ &loui, LI Bravo, LZ Alpha, and lZ Hotel to 

determine cornU tion. Sighted five 2t ton trucks and III1rked for a FAC. ARA 

was utilized on selected targets. 12-13 rtlcch, Troop A m1saio:aa vera VR and 

screer& Vic LZ Sophia. 14-15 ltU-ch, inc1ell8nt 'Weath3r prevented conilat 

open'a tiOIJS • 16...23 Mirch, Troop A supported the 1st ARVN Division vicinity 

of LZ Brown with heavy tealll8. Air Qtrikes were employed and reSining target • .. . 
were turned over to the FAC on station. During this period an AH-lB waa sbot 

tlown by 6mU arms fire Vic XD43940;. Crew was~xtract,d. Tanka were 

sigh ":.ad on 19 M3.1'ch and were marked for the FAC.. 24 Mlrch, contiIl'USd support 

to 1st AiWN Div13ion with heavy Cav teanw. M9.rginal weather on 25 }t:l.rch 

prevented working in the AO until .1400 hours. Route reoan of 616 revealad 

no :::igrdficEl.'lt spots and no traffic, past three days. 26-28 'MiTch, Troop A 
t • 

perfor:tGd in Visual recon role in the IJ;i.otian and VietDamese Salient area. 

to spot pos sible targets of opportunity. Heall)7smll arms fire vas re caived 

throug..'i'}out the area of interest. 29-30 Mlrch, supported insertion of ARVll 

nsE.l.r J(])6S02. And performd VR in ]Ji.otian Salient. 

(f) 1-5 April, Troop A conducted visual reconnaissance in the Vietna_s. 

and wotan Salient areas. Emphasis was pJJl.ced on Route 616 and by passes. 

6 April, spent ear~ day in visual recOllllEl.issanca of routes of approach, 

depart.ure, and planned LZ's for the insertion of the HAC BAO. TAC Am vas 

em)loyed. 'l'roop A acreenrJd ahead of the advancing ground foree. after iuertion. 

7-9 April, Troop A screened aheadd 
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7-9 April, Troop A supported the .;rd Brigade.!,n the vic of Vandergrift and 

l1S.i toe. 10..13 April, inclement weather caused mi-ssion delays.. Troop A 

however worked vic Fire Base Gladia.tor, observing light ira!l traffio. Vic 

Fire Base O'Rielly observed light foot traffic. Gunships received heavy 

srrall arms .rire~ Ons AH-lG vas downed and crashed landed in a field. 

12 April incle~rent W'eather prevented combat opera tiona in the AO. 13-15 

April, Troop A vok.er the 1'eoon zones with emphasis on Route 616 frOIl Fire 

Base J../3a therneck to Fire Base Shiloh,. SJZaU amount of traffio vaa obaerved. 

Teams continued to receive 12,'7mm alld smU arms fire. 16 A.pril, Teams 

observed old bunkers traila but negative rncent activ:1t7 ,,1c YD128209. 
.. 

17-18 April, Teams were given priority mis~ion of Hue Rocket Belt ScreeD. 

19 April, Troa.p A supported the 258th Vietna.nese Marines in their insertion 

near BolcomQ, 12.7m.rn fire was received throl)ghout the area. 22-23 April, 

" Teams workecil in support of the 258th VNl-C vic Fire Base Sbilcb and Tun 
!, 

"', 

Tavern. S1f>port -was also rendered to the 54th ARVN Reg1D8nt, vic Fire Baee . ..-
Barnett, t9!~~m observed 50..55 bunkers, two NVA and light foot traffic and 

nega tive v£~hicle traffic. 24 April, Teams observed :3 bunkers under construDtio.a 
" 

at YD00529?[, 1 NVA 'WaS KBH. Bulldozers had been 'Working on Route 616 by­

passing bOi~ era terse Bunkers observed had a. spacing of appr~ tel¥ 

50 meters,: :25-26 April, Troop A 'Worked wi th a FAe and emplored 'l'AC Am 1J:L 
I 

sup art of:IHAC BAO raid in prep and destruotion of tar~'9ta of opportunity. 
, , 

27-28 Apri:~, TeaIllS returned to visual reconnaissance in the Division Recon 
if 

Zone. TAq! AIR 'W.S employed vic YD09$204 against a bunker complex. 29-30 
j 

April, Trtop A supported HAC BAO raid a.nd continued ita visual recODDaissance 

" responsi~1it1es. 
t 



(2) B Troop. 

(8.) During lovember B Troop was used in ~nar&l support of the lOlllt 

Airbol'ne Division and worked very aJ.ose~ with tHe lst Brige.de. The Fi-ry 

mission was to cather intelligenoe through visual reoonnaissanoe mis'ions. 

SGcondary missions inoluded downed ~iroraft seouri~ in the DivisioUl Area 

of. Operea.tion, bomb daJOO.ge assignments for B-52 strikes, aq _POU, ax! artilla1'1_ 

1-7 Navetlber B Troop worked heavily as ,.reather permitted 'Jith elements or the 

1st Brigade ar0und '.I'HRE.l': FOURS area (YD5012). The flIl' ~ific mission vas to 

determine the size, location, and m~ement of an ene~ foroe that made conSttct 

. ~-
with a friendly infant:r-y mdt. 8-14 November the poor f'q!ng weather hamr.erec! 

B Troops attempts to support the Rangers. F1n.naJ.4r on the 13th the wather 
.' 

lifted enow:h to insert team Bills; and set the stage for the rezining 2 

woeks of November. On 16 'Iovember Dills had contaot vi th unlmown size ene1l1 , 
force. The action resulted in tvo members of the teasa. vounded. B 'IX-COP 

tried to extract the DlBn but vere driven off by ene~ ground ,to air fire .. 
, . 

In the action three tlH-lH helicopters of B Troop received combat daDl'ige, 

resulting in: a limited combat role for 5 days. However, Pink teaD18 vera 

employed ins.n effort to find more inforna t' on about the enelO'. From that 

t.ine B Troop has "Worked direct~ vi th the 1st. Brigade in an effort to deetr01 

any logistical build up in the area and to llmit the Three ForkS area as an 

en<:::.!t\Y avenue of advance to the 10'.llAnds. 

lb) 1-11 Qeoember 1970, poor flying weather did not permit much reoon­

naissance, however on 2 December 1970 the Aero Rifle ,'1Atoon vas inserted on 

80100 wooden boxes vicinity YD6052,30. The bo:::es 'Wore found to be empty 

American ?Q'W'der connisters and were returned to Eagle. 12-17 Deoember 1970, 

Troop B worked 'With the 1st Brigade around ':bree Fcrks YD5012 to conduct 

bomb daIIl':l'ea assessments and locate targets for arti1lerr and a1rstr1k='s. 
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On 17 Decazr¥~r 1910, Troop B ARP was inserted on a d.owned aircraft YD496ll5, 

,~. , ,.' 

the atrc~Aft w&s dawn for .31 days prior to the :reV'Ove17 attempt. The air-

cr~ft was recovered without incidartt. 18 December - 22 December 1970, 

Tr~Op B '..las working around E<:4gJ..e IS Nest 1D4105 a Wi base camp was found by 

a :i'.foop B pink team and once the area was developed Troop B"vent~to support 

the,1st Brigade which took overtthe operation. The mission vas todeterlliDe 

sbe, location, and disposition of tha ene~ farce. Secondary missi0D8 

.included CS drops, bomb da.mage asseSSllJ9nts, and relief' far Brigade COl1ll&nd. 

, aHd Cont.rol personnel. Also on 18 December 1970, a pink team. from 'l'roop B 
F/, \ 

" . 
-While world:ug in the southern j:8rt of the A Shau Valley was engaged by two 

l2.7lll1ll a.ntiaircraft nacl:1neg\Ul8 and Oll underterID:1ned 1. '~r of s_l1 arms 

poSi tiona. The team leader managed to contact a FAC and ark the a.rea for an 

,'air-strike. The bomb damage assesI12nt revealed both active 12.7'8 dest.r:'oyed 
" 

and undertermined small arms and fighting posi tiona' destroyed by A.ir Farce .. 

·19-31 December 10/70, Troop B 'Worked the S luadron recon:naissance zones, 
1 t I 

screened camp Eagla on 22 December 1970 for operation Ho~ (Bd> Hope). 
\ ' 
\', (c) During January am FebrUSLry Troop B participated in the Jefferson 

, 'Glen operation in general support of the 10lst Airborne Di'9'illiol1. ~i til u. . ' 
,I , 

,primary mission of' intelligence gathering tJU'ough Visual reoODll£l.isaance. , , , 
l-llJantary 1971, Troop B was able to accomplish ~ lim1ted Visual 

reconnaissance due to low ceilings and inclement yea. ther. 011 6 January a 

detailed . search was mde for a mi::sing AH-lG from Troop C 2/17th. During 
,~ . 

" 

tl{is seardha AH-18 listed as misling since 1969 was fomd near Fire Base 
1 \, 

VGighe1. 'rhe ~ro Rifle Platoon of Troc<p B was lAter inserted on trJ.s crash 

site to r<Jcover 'the rena ins of the crell. 14 January, an WB vas shot down 
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at YD385001 Vic A.louiairstrip. The airoraft a.~ crew vere secwed. 16 Jall'lJ1ry, 

the ;?roopB ARP secured a downed aircraft Vio YC_8~0889. Additionally on 
, 

16 J$.!TIl9.ry an LCII was shot down dUf) to 12. 7:mm anti01rcl'aft fire Vic YDS58794. 

The crew vas revovered, the airoraft was lost due to fire. 17 Janua:ry, the 

Troop B ARP \/aB agaon inserted on a downed FLlR aircraft YCS709S5. 19 JanulJ'y, 

Troop B ARP was inserted on a suspected enaIl\Y location Vic !,ire Bas. Musket. 

From 20-2.7 January, Troop B vorked in the area of t.ile Ruong Ruong Valler 

108584 supporting Comp:1~ U(Ranger). 30 JanUiry, Troop B operations moved to 

Q~ng Tri to support opera tiona Dewey canyon II vicini ~y Khe Sa*. 

(d) 9 February, Troop B inserted five Ranger teams. 10 February, TrOOp 

Blast 2 IDH aircraft. The first 'While on convoy cover in the Hat Van ~8S. 

Troop B ARP was inf3ertl9d on the site and aircraf-t and orev were extracted. 

The second was shot dawn in the A Shau Valley by 12. 7Bm ant»iroraft fire. 

The aircraft 'WaS destroyed and the cre'W are listed as, MIl. From 11-14 Februu-y, 

Troop B vOI."ked the Division recon zone detecting ene~ ,truck traffio and 

destroying a truck a bulldozer. 15 FebrUllry, a UH-lH on a night Ranger 

extraction cra.shed resulting in seven ts KIA. On 16 FebrUA17, five Re.nger 
- , 

tea.ms vere extracted. From 19-020 FebrUfU7, Troop B supported Ranger teams 

and continued the Visual recol1tlaiss::..nce in the recon zone. 21 F.brU!1ry, an 

AR .. lG indirect support of a Ranger contact fired too olose to friendl,y 

troops, _resulting 1m. one KIA. ~nd two YJA. 'lll.e team was extracted. 24 Febr1JU7, 

a Troop B IDH suffered a tree strike and set down on Fire Base Tomahawk. 

The a.ircraft was recovered. 25 February, Troop B extracted 8. Ranger team. 

wi th POO' Vi~ YD719901. 26-27 Februar.r, Troc,p B secured for extraction or 
\ ~ 

\ 

two aircraft Vic YD 719901 and YD5.3ll32. 28 February, Troop B conducted 

Visual reconnaissance in the Division recon zone napping ene .. in:f'i1tration 

routes and directing air strikes in the J. Shau valley. 
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(a) J...o.3l I-t;..rch, 'l'l'oop B worked in the Division recon zone conducting 

Vi~3u:..l reconnaissancE' J checldng sensor activa tiona, and tlRS reports.. ;-6 Mlroh, 

'l'rrxp ~' ARP secured a downed AR-lC.at YD865211 and a UH-lH at YD391361. 

lJ }t.:.,rch, an LOR l'Gcoived fi.llU unknown amount of lG.7mm antiairoratt and 

SAF Vic YD199129. The aircraft crashed and burned resulting in tva m MIl. 

14-17 11al'ch" Trocp B ARP secured a downed UH-lH Vic YC727143 and an AH-lG at 

YD.357472ll 22 Mlrch, Tr01P B ARP secured a dow9d AH-lG at YD961162. 

24 Mil'ch, extr~wted Ranger t.eams 198 and 19w ",heD. team becam ill oontAct. 

29 M:irch, Plnk tealU coverage was pro,yided for downed UH-lH at YD030025. 

, 30 l-tlrch, T.:.'oop B ARP '.l&S inserted at YD513031 to reinfOrce Ranger tea1ll 1<Ji 

in the captW.'EI of 2 N'/A PC1vl~ During the entire reporting period additional 

missions included BDA of airs trikes and Arc Lights and lim1 ted ground 

reconnaissance. 
t, 

(r) On 1 Apl'il, B Troop ARP was inserted on Fire Base Vegh.l to seoure 

:':1nd l'el1\JVar an Ali-IG. Doth aircraft and cre", were reoovered., 2 April, B 

TrOOp excract;ed a Ranger team in contact. The team was then used to seoure a 

B Troop lOR on Fire Base Rendezvo'Wi. Both aircraft and ore", were reaovered. 

On 4 April, ~ B Troop UH-lH on medevac mission vicinit,y YD552017 received 

intense SAF re,ntl tillg in one m WIA.. 6 April, A B Troop UH-lH carrying 

Range.L's to attempt a. bOOy ana tch vicinity YC45l9;O received intense SA and 

HG fire I'esulting in 1 US KIA and J WJJ. B Troop ARP secured a llH-lH vicinity 

YC872793 on 8 April. A la.rga grass fire caused by a smoke grenaje destroyed 

tho aircraft before it could be extracted, and caused serioUl burna to 3 us. 

On 10 Aprii the ARP secured a B Troop UH-lH (C&O) on Fire Bas. Rendezvous 

where it waa~ndad after receiving one 37 M!1 hit west of Fire Base Erskine. 

One t5 was killed. The airoraft and ore", were extracted. 13 April, the ARP 

secured and recovered a B Troop LOR shot down vicinity AT8379'78. For the 
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rel1S.itlder of the month, B Troop operated in the Rscon Zones and provided support 

for Gom;.any L, 75th Rangers. On 23 April, a B'TroOp UH-lH was sbot dwn 

vicinity 104790/2.7 while attempting 'to reinforce a Ranger team in conte.et, 

l'esulting in 1 US KIA. and 2 US \lIA. The ,drcl'aft was not recO"l8red. 

(3) 0 Troop. 

(a) During Uovembel', Trnop C stagedfrotll Phu Bai Ar~ Airfield in general 

SUppOl't of ti1e Division. Thin included aer'ia1 VRa, BIlAs, ground reoonnaissance 

and support for the Rangers. In ar3.dition thE:: ARP was on standby for downed 

aircraft in the Division AO. Due to the monsoon seas""", there wa~ 11 ttle 
" , 

air and l'econna.issance activity during the first portion of' the reporting 

pe ~iod. On l3 and 14 Nqve1Dl::>tlr, ti1e A..1.P along wi.th a te{lm of engineers wa. 
inserted to cl08.r Fire Bases Kelly, ~U1"een and Kathyrn. A nUl'liber of' old 

105 rounds, fr&.~mentation grenades and bl1.st.ing cap3 vere C\1acovered and 

disposed of'. On 16 Jovember, Ranger team Bills was' in contact resulting in 

one friendly KIA. 'rhe ARP and. e!el1l9nts of' Delta Troop 'Were inserted just . . 
s':uth or Fire Base M:i.ureen. The ARP 111 a.n atteutpt to reoover the Ranger KIA. 

recoived RRl and AK-47 fire l'esulti~lg in six wounded and another Ranger KIA. 

Due to extremly poor weather conditions, the wounded were unable to be 

extracted that day. en the foll~ring day, 17 November, extraot!on of' the 

ori tically 'Wounded was nade by an IDH under heavy AX and 50 caliber fire. 

On 18 November, an a. t tempt was nade to oxtract the ground el$mnte w1 th no 

success dus to wea~ler restrictions. In the a.ttempt one C&C, ane Cobra, 

and one IDH received hea.vy A.X fire along with 50 caliber and five RFG 

rounds. The next day, 19 November, the ARP and othGr ?,ound 31a1l8nta 

started to move bJD foot towards Fire Base Cannon. In a.n attempt to nake 
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radio cont..a.ct with the rround E!le:lents,. one COO took two RIG rounds and ona 

IDH witt, pilot and Ci'OW fl¥imber crashed into a mountain side killing both. 

On ?O }iove:nber the elell~mt was able' to be extracted, along vi th relll;3.ins of 

the LOH crew. The rel1liinc1er of the month was relatively 'luiet with da'lJ 

VR of the A SWlu valley. 

(b) During DeceY!lber, operations involving C Troop were .ignif'icantl1 
. 

hampered by the 'Ilons oon vea the I' c andi ti ons • A sh art break in the weather 

alloiled us ~JO work in the tlort,hern end of t.he A Shau Valley in, the viciniv 

of TireI' MOlU1:ain. On 11 December tpe ARP stood by on Fire Base Veghel while 
,. . 

D Troop '.,'as inserted by oui UH-lH helicopters in the villinit,. of 1loui Air" 

Strip. D 'l'roop destrQYed bridges that hadbeen spotted earlier by our IDH 
• ., to. 

b!tservatiGn Helicopters working in that area. During the next few days 

increasing enenw aativi ty was noted in the northern valleyaaDi the surrounding 
'. 

areas. On frequent occasions our observation aircraft came under enemy saall 

and heavy ar:ns fire. Even so, our Pink Teams worked '\ "'.e area. with considerable 

success. Enenv bunkers, fighting posi tiona, bridges, and hooches were 

destroyed. A number of the enemy were KBH. On 16 DeceJaber, a IDR on an 

AAR mission was shot dawn by eneIllf 5CJ ct.liber rire. The crew, none whom sut-

fered a~ inj1.lI'ies, V~5 lm:raediately picked up by the UH-lH that vas flying 

as chase. ::>n the nigh t of 19 December this lam general area was worked hy 

FL1R. Sight1:1g a number of the eneIllf in the open, FLJR engaged and was 

credited with 10 enenw KBH. During this p9riod FLm. was also utilized in the 

daylight hOUI"S. Accompanying our regular VR missions. In the reporting 

pciriod FL:m accounted for a large percentage of the ena. KIA cradi ted to the 

Troop_ 
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(e) During the 1 January to 31 January reporting period, Troop C staged 

irom ftu IfS-i Ar!l\Y Airfield rarticipa tin;,: in Jefferson G18n opera tiona, in 
. 

re:1I3r~..\.1 ~upport of the lOlst Airborne Division, with a pri..mS.ry mission of 
i 

in1~ellieence pathering through ViSUll reconnaissa.nce. 1.-10 Janu'~ry, Monsoon 

we"1,,her probibi ted extensive reconnaissance of the Division recon zone. 

11-30 Jam.lilry, -..ras m:trked hy im.proving 'Woa ther which ewbled '.I'rnop C to 

continue the Visual reconnaissance of the Division recon zone. A heavy in,.. 

crea~Je in ell:lIiY activity was noted during ;l1is p0riod around the Aloui 

airstrip and west of Tiger 1-1ountain~, An estimatnd NVA Company was pin pointed. .. . .. 
A "Cavalry Cobrall rttirl was ltiunched and a BDA in the fiftBen foot high 

elepha.nt gra.ss revealed 3 rTVA KBH. It is felt that better results were .. , 

ob~illed than those indica ted by the BDA, as the team was able to silence 

ra ther inte nse £'ire in the area. During this period Troop C rl3acted with its 
\. 

A(n~o Hii'le Platoon to five downed aircraft. Additiom Uy Troop C supported 

three Re.neer Teams in contact. 

(d) From 1-4 Februr:.ry Troop C staged from Phu Bai Airfield. From' 

Febl.'u,-cry to 28 Fe ~'rU&.ry, its taged from Khe Sanh combat base. 8 February, 

071~3 hours the Troop C corar:;ander, }lljor James T. NErw~n led the first heavy 

C'-lV team into !aOS in support of the Vietnamese Rangors. 12 February, Troop C 

lost two AH-1Gs to hostile fire on the L;l.otian border. One ere'W is listed 

as :.tIA.. The second crew was extracted. The area of the oontact wa.s eng@\ld 

by Artillery, TAC Am, and one 13-52 strike. 18 February, the Troop oommander 

extracted four at five Americans from a d~Jned Dustof! aircraft, while the 

Ran;'er fire rase was under heavy str8ll a.rms, antiairc-raft fire and mortars. 

Add! tionalJ.y on th~ l~th an toH was shot down and i t"xploded. The orev is 

stall listed as IHA. The renainder of the month of February was spent in & 
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pri$ry role of screening for ext:"action of Vietnamaae Ranger fire rases and 

vorkil~ fire lases 30 and 31. 

(e) 1-31 Mirch, '!roop C stageli out of Khe Sanh combat base in general 

support of U1.1Il Son 719. Duri'1g this period. Troop CARP Dflnned a portion ot 

the Khe 3:inh perimater. The ARVN movalOOnt of their forces enabled the Troop 

to re:,'Il.ll.e it We full time job of reconnaissance. Troop C '..tas assigned reeon 

zone tha t exte :ided wes tvard to Tchepon<3 and to the north of Highway 9. After 

the ground objnctiV3s had b(;len reo.c11ed "~nd ~lithdrL:,wal began, Troop C bef:'8.n 

clo~~~ 3'lpport by screening ?Z's and ,reconnaissance of flights routes. The 
" , 

'l'roop a.lso acted in resupply capacity on occasion during this par1ed. 

(f) April 1i&.W the end of blm Son 719, ',:ith J'roop C. performing missions 

in sup!lOrt of the final phases of the operation. Returning to lbu Bai, all 

effo·~·ts were a?'a.in concentrated on tile A Shau Valley and 'llip infiltration 

routes along f,he ]Jlotian border. Heavy pink teams once ag~1ro employea their 

organic fire pO~-1er along with artillery <.l.nd air suppor~ against suspect~d 

enetI\Y loca tlons in , .. nd around Base AriOla 611. Often forced to work loIi thout a 

LOR ~,ecause of hostile fire, the effectiveness of the ViSUll reconnaissance 

was gr-eatly reduced. Support of Delta Troop operatlonsin the Valley raised 

moru.le and supplied J. sense of accomplishIMnt. Other duily misatoIUI inclmed 

reconnaissance of the Hue ... Phu Bai rocket belt, convoy el!lcorts, and support of 

the 2nd Brieade. These missions allowed ll19.ny of the new aviators in the unit 

to f;.;I1't i<l.rize th<";mr:elv9s with Cavull'J Opal'ations as wll as the peculiarities 

of Troop C. 

(4) D Troop. 

(a) During the last tvo months of 1970, Detta. Troop provided ground 

reconnaissa!1ce downed aircraft security, and reaction force for units in 

contact. Ad(t1_ tionaJ.4r, the troop provided ambushes and swaps outside 
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C",np EaGle and ;-.;erved as the base defense reaction, force. In the period of 

1-::8 Janw.ry, Troop D ~rforIWd it ~s assigned missions of Eagle Reaction 

::-orce, Perimeter Defense &nd acted !:I.S irmnedia i:.e Reaotion Force vi th Troop (_) 

to ~lll insertions of uny S'1uardon Aero Rifle Platoon. 1-4 January, over .. 

:"'Uglits of the perirretel· defenses were nade with respect to possible ene!1lIY 

routes of inIiltr~lt.:Lon, and possible I::.rnbush sitas. Reports submitted covering 

thisO;<.:tivit:; incli<':s'te:l. ::i_rea.s of possible im!,)rovenent. 28 January, warning 

order for movement t.o Quane Tri was issued. Troop \las to further prepare to 

-ca.rey out comha t opera t.iona. 2 FebrUiry, Troop D mde-· a oombat assault Vie 

XD854~J8, to condU(; t lJ. eround bomb di.:.J1lige assesment (BDA) and Eo ground 
. . 

recoruJ1tiSSa~1ce of the stirroundine area that had been tentative11 !dentified aa 

a :TVA headquarters com>lex. The Troop was ex\;racted at 031500 hotU'"s at 

xn8542J8 and XD8482.36, pzls were green. 4 February, Troop D moved to Khe Sanh 

combat base in support of IAm Son 719, Headqu;lrters (-) by convoy and two 

pla toons by air. 5-14 FebrUl.ry, Troop D hardened the perimeter defenses. 

Bunkers, i'igr: tine positions a.nd overhead cover vere gi van priori ty • 15 

Februs.ryJ Troop D was given the responsibility of sectU'"ity for the rearm 

refuel point at IA Con, XDBJ4.368, and at this time asslDI8d control of the 

Aero Rifle Ph toons of the assigned and 6FC0N Air Ce.v Troopa. Ambush and 

sweep oper'-i tions in the Squardon AO were accomplished a* part of the perimllter 

deftmse plan through 14 March. 

(b) 15 ~rch, the lOla Siinh combat base began to receive dai11 Artillery 

attacks by iNA 122mm field guns. 23 March, at 0230 hours, Troop D repulsed 

a Sapper attack by the 2nd Comr-any 15th NVA Engin 'er Battalion. This 40 JIIln 

attack, supported by indirect fire, 60mm mortars a.nd Rm's penetrated the 3rd 

Platoon posit-;.on in it's atteuJPt to reach the airfield roL and rearm points. 
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The ane!r.r:.f broke con-r":i.ct at 0645 hou,·.. A first light check revealed 14 

INA KIA, 1 POW t 9 AK-50s, J RID launchers ~!nd QD8 9mm "\istol captured along 

wi th nwrarous small arms amun:!. tion .and demoli tioii equipment. An addi tional 

6 N'.rA are estiuat'1d KIA. (Bodias were recovered by retreating enell\Y). 

US losses were :3 KIA, 5 \.J!A major, 13 WIA minor. 27 ltlrch, Troop D va, 
riven orde' , to return to Quane Tri. Area was evacuated in approxims.tely 

1 hour 1-1i th minirnUIn exposure to posaibls indirect fire attack. 28 March 

to the ~nd of t~e reporting period Troop D acted as the Squardon Reaetjon 

Force for downed aircraft and CBew security. 
'. 

(0) During the month of April 1971, Delta Troop prOvided ground recort-

n~1.isst .. nce, dwned aircraft security, reac t.ion force for lOlst Division and 
, 

3. reaction force for units in contact. Additionall¥, Delta Troop provided 

ba3e .:;ecurity for Camp Eagle. Statistically, Delta troop was employed as 
t 

follows: secured two downed aircr!1ft in A Shau Va1ls7, reinforoed one 

1{anger team in cont<.l.ct in A Shau Valley, inserted and provided diversion 
, 

L'or two Ranger1.la. toon size ambushes in A Shau Valley, conducted three days 

of ETOund reconnaissance in A Shau Valley, twenty-nont days of base 'efenee 

reacti.on force for Camp Eagle, and 5 sweeps, one of which was mounted. After 

retu;('ning from Khe San) on 2 April, Delta Troop began a 'Week at stand dOllD. 

training. The trainill(' st.and down ran from 4 April to 10 April 71. Upon 
... 

completion of' the t;:aining Sta.l1d dawn Delta moved once more into acion. On 

Ap.:ci1 15th the troop was inserted in the A Shau val1e1' at coordinates 

YC45l920. Delta. Is Tllission was to provide security and diversion for a 

Ra.:1ger platoon stay behind ambush of Route 548. The troop also performed a 

ground reconnaissance of a 2t kilometers of Route 548. D Troop found signs 

of recent vehicular traffic on the road as vell as six 6 x 8 ft. bunkers 

which faced the r~d. The tropp vas extracted lAte on the afternoon ot the 
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15th Zi.t [,Tltl YC4429.38. The LZ was a*tural one ship LZ but a poor one 'because 

of the excellent .over and concealment it offered to an eMIII' farce who 
, 

mght tl'Y to ambush it. The PZ vas hastely constructed by flattening 6 to 

15 rt Elep..'1ant &I'ass, it 1;;.1so was a. one ship area. On April 20th the troop 

Wi.;l$ ,J.gain inseited in the A Shau Valley at grid Y0456\,1'I3. The milsion of the 

troop vas to i::1sert a Ranger platoon stay behind ambush, provide a diverabn 

for the R!.ncer :,latoons movemsnt to their a.mbush sight find mks ground 

XC 457906. The tI'OOP found very little si"'U8 of recent activity. There .. . " 

were 5 trails in the area which had been used wi thin 48 to 72 hO'1.WS but they 

reve,~lE'ld no clue liS to 'What mieht. have passed on'them. ·A quantity of com. 

mu!ucation wire was found but it had been I;revious~ cut in :f.'requent intervalJ 

and showod no :ligna of re~ir. The trnop W<J.B extracted on a one ship pZ at 

YC457906. On tho 21,th of Apd.l the troop was once again inserted in the A 

Sr.a.u Vallay a.t Y0484924 in rAsponse to a Ranger team in contact and two, downed 

helicopters, one of 'Which ',../S,fl a medivac. The troop vas inserted north of the 

do.med aircraft und moved south to make the piok up. Appro:x1mateq l;O to 

200 metert.i frc;n the aircraft the lead element of the troop 08100 Ullier heavy 

Rffi, srtfi.l1 arm~ &.nd Ohicom grenades fire. The pla. toons vere manuevered to 

I·€H.l.(.~t to the threa.t and rick up survivors of: the Rangt.· tea. and aircraft. 

The conta.e:t on, the 24th lasted approxiIlJi~ six hours and resulted in 5 

f!"iAnd~ KIA ::l.nd 14 WIA, one known enemy KIA. by SlJl~ll arms fire, 11 enemy 

'KIA by aircraft and a.n unlmown enell\Y W'IA. After the extraotion or three m 

from. -the dC:I\.rned madivac helicopters the troops wi thdrev approxiDll.tely 400 

maters north to NDP, medivac our wcunded and be reinforced by another com:pu:". 

'I'h') reinforceroont was accomplished that nigh t, and in the morning the alellltutl 

mOll'ed :ack to t.J:le coat..act point to a tte:npt to extract the remaining m 

, . 



perso:rln,~1. 'l'he tWA had withdraw the :mjority of it's forces during the 

night and the next morning fire was received from onl1 one location and in 
, 

8Ill&11':Ufin~~ities. 'The enemy fire was eliminated bjlt no !NA were found in 

the vlcirdty. The extrar:tion of t.he troop was IlJlde at Y0486914. 

(5) Com~:any L (Runger), 75th Infantry. 

(a) DUl'inrr the month of November a total of thirteen Ranger teams vere 

deployed in the lOlflt Airborne Division (Airmobile) Area of Opera tiona. 

Ero;otas;.s .ro.s on rMonnaissance around Fire Support Base Ripcord and Kathryn. 

Two enemy con t;LC ts were ini tia ted • The con tac t in! tia ted on 16 Noyelllber by 

.Ranger Team "Bills" provided the meded intelligence for establishing the 
-t. • ~ 

loc:ition of the 1st Bn, 80.3rd If!A Regimen·~. Due to inclement weather, 

Ranger teams were shift.ed from the Ripcord-Kathryn area· to the along Ruong 

Valley, to determine infiltration routas used by the NfA frQDl IIlos to the 

lowlands of Thus. Thien Province. No s1en1ficant sightiDge tware observe4.e 

(b) During the month of December, ranger operations of this unit vare 

r.amoered by poor '-leather condi tiona caused by the nor~east monsoon. QompaJJ1 

L deployod a t.otal of ten operational teams. Six teams were deployed in the 

lha Sanh P~ins and VietnalOOse Salient r":gions, with the 1'8l1Bining foUl" tea. 

deployed in the rellelal area along the eastern side of the A. Sbau Valle,._ 

Deployment of opera tionlll t.eams to the !he Sanh and Vietl'lAE8e Salient area 

caused tlds comre-ny to locllte a Forward Operating 12a88 at QUiDg Tri, plus 

deploy ':1 threo nan radio relay eleIOOnt at Signal Mountain to insure adequate 

communica ti ons with the opera Hanel elements. The only problem arose 'IJas 

t.'l.i.t of rasupplj'ing the Forward Operating Base and the radio reJa,. team, d,. 

to POO!' flying condi tiona. 

(0) Poor weather conditions caused by the northeast nomaoon oontinued to 

hamper ranger opera tjons dur ine themonth of January. However, ene~ sipht1nge 



-'Reproduced athNftonaJ Archives 

increasod :iurillC tliin period. Sightings occurred in the Bach *. Spear 
'. 

Valley, Gi.nd RuanE' Ruang Valley regia 1'8. This unit accomplished a false 

extraction in the Spear Valley, dfter the ranger team wa8 compromised. Future 

falDE'l "'lJct.ra, tior£ .:1r8 pllUU10d, ~~o !:l.llCM the ranger teams to continua their 

(c:) Dm-Llg the :onth of F'ebrus!'y, this un.tt deployed a total of seventeen 

R!iDfsr' tea:m.z. Poor veather I,umpor d deplo~llt until February 9th. at 

t.ihic:. ti~,::,; ;;;:evon opa,,::'u tiOni'.1 barns vere dC\ployed int the Ruong Ruong Vallq 

I'ogier:.. 'l'ho rJ.isoion or the teallls v~re to replace one US :tniantry battalion 

thil.t de~)loyeu in the Kh~ Sa.nh rerrion. Emphasis duri~ 'th:ts time l,Jas placed on 

ambush te':J·ni:~ues. Two m.onor en€lII\Y cont~",cts werc:' In:tUated d~ th:ta period. . ' 

l'lt";;er bai?le relieved by a US infantry un! t from 'che Ruong Ruo~g Valley region, 

Ranger teams began operating south and,:est. of abandoned fire i3as& Ripc!ord, 
\ " 

the l'6IIl:dnder of :LhoLlonth. EmphasiG ws placed on 'reoonnal.sa~\Ce or roads and 

trsils throu!Th the u.raa. four snell\'{ contacts vere initiated ~ that region. 

(e) Dw:lng the ,:1onth of M/il'eh, this unit deploye(~ a total \or t~,':~~ty-01'J8 
\ 
i 

Ranger tearr..a. Initially oontinuing to ooncentrate on recO!JJl&:tsa~mce at the 
\ 

!iraa Sllrrowld1.t.1g abs.ndo:led Fire Base Ripcor<i, this untt shifted ~o the mission 
\ 

01' l:to:'d toring~nd a.mbushin::~ a long Route 547 from Fire Base Rend~!"':~ to Fire 
, " \ 

'\ ", 

Base Blaze9..J1d along Route 548 in the A Shau Valley rioar. Six o~. ,\cta '.lsre 

ird tia '[:.d(: 1,n theso areas reoul tin: in eight NVA KIA and two NVA POW ~ "The 
, , 

infor,;"nt:'on p!la:-'3d on by these ffi'ls r':sulte~ in large troop movementS bl~ 
\ 
\ 

1st Bl'ig8.(1o, lOl.at Airborne Division (AIDbI) to oounter a serious enemy t~~t 
I \ 

to their Fire Support Base in the area. A t the request of 2nd Brigade,;' 16lat 
. : \. \ 

Airborne Division (Ambl), three Ranger C,eams were deployed to the speali. Valley 

area to deterraine simil.l.J:' enerqy conc\lntrations in their AO. , 

J 
:1 , 
I 
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(f) During the month of April; thin un! t deployed a total of twenv-nine 

Rangor -to -,ms. FrOLt -the 1 April to 10 April, eight'Ranger teams were employed 

ill tho Spoar Valley r.~g_on with the mission of reconnailAnce. One.at' 

enoIrtV ccntaci, '.las ini da ted. From 10 April to 23 April emphasis vas placed 

on t,)::;o A Shau -rulley ret.l ~:m in the form of :Jlatoon an&.. company raids to 

idelude pla toon s13'9 stay-behind ambushes. Results of '!-;he Comps.IlT raid wa.s 

the int.el'diction of Route 548 b~ blowing a well-used bridge. 

" . 




