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(&) ©Observatiens: On 21 January 1971, this unit accemplished
a false extractien with a ranser team whe had made centact with a undeter-
mined size NVA ferce, ene heur prier,

(b) Evaluatien: This was the first time this unit had attempi-
ed a false extractien under actual cembat cenditiens. After infermatien
had been received sttting ne friendly casualties had incurred &uring cen-
tact with the NVA force, the Cempany Cemmander made the decisien te exe-
cute a false extractien, te allew the ranger team te canti;me their assign-
¢d mission, The false extractien eccurred 100 meters frem the site ef
the initial centact. Ne preblems were ebserved, |

(c) Recemmendatiens: Execute false extractiens in the future
enly when it. has been dstermined the ranger team en the greund did net
obtain casualties during the centact, and the terrain afferds such cever
se te deny the enemy knewledge that a false extractien did eccur.
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m, Air Cavalry Operation,

(1) A Troop. .

(2) The mission of Troop A dur.';.ng the November and December w2s to provide
viswl reconmaissance in the 2/17th Cavalry reconnaissance zones. It also
provided reconmaissance and securlty for the 3rd Brigade of the 10lst Airborne
Division (Ambl) and its subordimate elements in the form of first and last
light reconmaissance and reaction to contact missions., Dus to high winds and
heavy rains operations in the recon zones declined during the reporting period,
Troop & did not sup ort the Hac Bao Commany in the reperting period, Troop
A pegptioppeddédile a stand down during the last days of the reparting period,
Mrong the miin objectives of the stand down were ‘instrumental training,
proficiency check rides, and airc;'aft mintenance, Major emphasis was placed
on aircr:ft mintenance to insure maximm combatersady aircreft at the terw
mination of the stand down, The Aero Rifle Platoon é.;so sacured downed
aircraft in the 101st Airborne Division's northern ares of operations, . On
6 Navember 70 Tro.p A was given the mission to conduct a visual recomnaissance
in the vicinlty of Fire Base KATY, RIPCORD, and BRADIEY, Durlng the morning the
ARP were inserted to secure a downed aircraft at coordimates XD928434. During
a visual recon of area 7 a UHelH chase aircraft received 8.10 rounds of .51
caliber fire with negative hits., The following teams alsoc took fire from the
o591 caliber with negative hitg, While engaging this area a total of 110-130
rounds of AK fire was received with necative hits, Numerous trails were spotted
in the vieinity of coordinates YD241132 with recent activity in the paat 24-48
hours. Footprints of 2 to 3 personnel at coordinates YD2,1144 were cbserved
with recent activity in the last 24 hours, In a 2 grid square area around
¥D230120 three hootclies and 16 bunkers were observed with recent activity in
w‘ﬁme mst 12-2/ hours, On 1, November the missions for Troop A were began with
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viswl recons in recon zone 7. Two .51 caliber pits, 10 bunkers, 3 trails,
and several hootches were observed at coardin:tes YD148063, At cocrdinated
¥D150070, 25 hootches were ocbserved in a 100 meter square, Whils reconning
the area at coordinates ¥YD151055 a light cbservation l3licopter tock 20 to
30 rounds of #K-—A'? fire. The pllot was hit in the hand, The aircraft was
flown back to Quung Tri. At coordinates XD862287 two big reinforced bunkers,
and numerous footprinta were spotted. At coordinates YD151055 & gunship was
fired at by both Ak-47 &nd ,51 caliber weapons, A FAC was on station to get
the tarpet where the aircraft was fired #n, Alr strikes wem placed on the
target with unknown results, On 15 November a team from Troop A cbserved a
3/4 ton truck at coordinates YD305074. The truck was engaged and destroyed,
and the aircraft received 10 rounds of 451 caliber fire with nagative hits,
Also at this loeation, 5 to 7 bunkers were destiroyed, Lt coordinates XD916255
a black box size 1" x 8" was observed, Several trails vere 'also spotted from
this coordinate, An 8' x 8! bﬁnker at coordinates XD9R23235 was cbserved and
engaged with umknown results, AKe47 fire mas received'at coct;‘dinates YD125107
and XR923235 by the light obssrvation helicopter, Om 26 November began a five
day stand-down for Troop A. Throughout the entire standedown perioed, time was
allocaad for proficlency check rides and instrument vraining, Major emphasis
was placed on alrcralt maintenance to insure maximm combat-read;} aircraft at
the termination of the standedown. On 30 Novenber was the last day of stand-
down. Finel emphasls was placed on the malntenance of aireraft, the cancltﬁing
of proficieney check rides, and area beautification, Weather had been bad
during the entire s'and-down, however, goals set for the stand-down were
achieved.

(b) During December A Troop was o provide visuzl recomnaissance in the

2/17th Cavalry reconnaissance zones., It also provided reconneissance and
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security for the 3rd Brigade of the 10lst Alrborne Division and its suhordinate
elemsnts in the orm of first and last light réconnaissance and reaction to
contact missions, Due to hipgh winds and heavy rains operations in the recon
zones declined during the reporting psriod, Troop A did not support the Hae
Bao Company in the reporting period., Teams for L Company (Ranger) were sent
to Rrocp A o be placed in the recon zones, Troop A suﬁplied overflights,
insertions, reaction forces, and extractions for the 1l0lst Alrborne Divisionts
northern area of operatians, Missions in suppart of ARVN's located in the
vicinity of Fire Base BARABARA were also preformed by Troop A.

' | (¢) During Janusry Troop A participated in the Jefferson ®len operation
in reneral support of the 10lst Airborne Division, 1.2 January, inclement
weather prevented comba.i;. operztions in the AO, '3 Ja.nm;.'y, VR of RT 616 »
ghowed signs of heavy truck traffic, Gunshlps received ]2.'7mn Aniiaireraft
fire at XD910243, One aircraft was hit with minor damage z:ésulting. LS
Jamary, inclement weather prevented combat, operations Vin the A0, 9-16 Janwry,
Troop A perfarmed Viswel reconnaissance in the AQ with emphasis on RT 616,

a Ranger Relay Team was inserted on Hill 950, Numerous Bhot ats resulted
throughout the period, Active 12,7mm pits wers observed and engaged, Bunkers
were spotted for TAC AIR and Artillery, 18-21 January, Troop A vorked in c¢lose
suppart with TAC ATR, ARA and Artille y to destroy bunkers, cacl;e sites,
tunnels and spider holes along RT 616, 22.23 Janwary, inclement weather
prevented combat operations in the AO. 25 January, several sensor strings
vere activated and were visually checked for activity., 2628 Jamary,
inclement weather provented combat oparations in the 49, 30 January, Troop A
performed mission of flank security for 1/5 Mcch in Khe Sanh area of operatioms,
A downed IOH from F Troop 8th Cavalry was secured and rigged for extraction,
31 Janvary, provided security for units in Khe Sanh and Sheppard areas of
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operations, BDA of Arc light was coumpleted with satisfactary reesults noted,

(d) 2-3 Feb uary, Trocp A conducted VR of RT 62}.6, extracted two Ranger
teams and inserted two@kthers, Troop D was insex;’cad to accomplish ground recone
naissance of RT 616, 4 February, Troop A ARP was inserted into Khe Sanh
combat base, to secure the arrival of Troop D and Squardon HQ. 4-7 February
bad weather precludedmnormal operations, 8 Februiry, Troop A crossed the Iaotian
border, Alrcraft r-ported shote-ats with three aircraft reparting hits and
ajreraft flyable, 10 Februwery, worked area West of Khe Sanh utilizing FAC
and ARA., An LOH and AH-1G were shot down, crews were extracted, Aircraft were
destroyed by the crash, Seven NVA vers KBH. 12-17 February were spent in_
sx.zpport of ARVN ground elements cperating in lacs, Troop A worked with FAC
controlled TAC Air, ARA and it's organic gunships to supress enemy antieireraft
fira, while 'eams continued their missions of VR for the ground forces, Aprox-
imtcly 16 NVA were XBH, 18w25 February, Troop A was engagéd in it's assigned
missions of VR and close screen to the ground farces. Weather during this
period frequently delsyed missions until 1100~1200 hours, 26 February, Troop A
had visual sighting on ensmy armar, Two active tanks were sighted and an
AHelG received 15 hits in the process of flying VR in the wiecinity of IZ 31,
27-28 Febiuary, Troop A alternated with Troop C and Squardon Company as C&C
to regover an LOH thut had been shot down Vic $D6225, Three 12,7mm antiaircraft
weapons were located in the area,

(¢) 1 March, employed airstrikes aguinst known and suspected enemy
locations, 2«3 March, inclement weather prevented combat operations, 4-6
Yarch, supported ARVNS at LZ Sophi® and IZ Vietory, employed TAC AIR and
artillery on known positions, 6 March, Hac Bao wadedbtemedted to secure a
downed crew at Vie XD478,09. 7 March, Hac Bao and downed crew wers extracted
.under heavy 12,7mm antisireraft,fire from three weapons, One AH~1G recelved
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4 hits and returned to base vhere 1t was determined to be non flyabls, A
truck (5 ton) was destroyed and a bulldozer sﬁéttéd. Area was marked for a
FAC, 8«10 March inclement weather prevented cﬁmiﬂ,at oper:tions, 11 March,
Troop A conducted & VR of L2z Mloui, LX Bravo, LZ Alpha, and JZ Hotel to
determine condition, Sighted five 2} ton trucks and marked for a FAC. ARA
was utilized on selscted targets, 12-13 March, Troop A missions were VR and
screern Vic LZ Sophia, 14-15 March, dnclement weathoer prevented combat
opevations, 1623 March, Troop A supparted the 1lst ARVN Division vicinity
of L7 Brown with heavy teams, Air strikes were employed and remaining tdrgets
were turned over to the FAC on station, During this paricd an AH-1§ was shot
down by small arws fire Vie XD439405. Crew was extracted, Tanks were
sizhiad on 19 March and were marked for the FAC. _24 March, continusd support
to 1st ARVN Division with heavy Cav teams, Marginal weathu%‘ on 25 March
prevented working in the A0 wntil 1400 howrs. Route recon of 616 revealsd
no gignificant spots and no traffic, past three days; ‘26-28 ‘March, Troop A
performed in Visuval recon role in the Ilaotian and Vietnamese Sallent arecas
to spot possible targets of opportunity. Heavyysm:ll arms fire was received
throughout the area of interest, 29=-30 March, supported insertion of ARVN |
near XD6802, And performed VR in Iaoctien Salient,

(f) 1=5 April, Troop A conducted visual reconnaissance in the Vietnamase
and Laotian Salient areas, Enphasis was placed on Route 616 and by passes.
6 April, spent early day in visual reconnaissance of routes of approach,
departure, and planned LZ's for the insertion of the HAC BAO, TAC AIR was
em>loyed,s Troop A screencd ahead of the advancing ground forges after insertion,
7-9 Aprll, Troop A screensd aheagld
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7-9 April, Troop A supported the 3rd Brigade.in the vic of Vandergrift and
Mai Loc, 1013 April, inclement weather caused mission delays, Troop A
however worked vic Fire Base Gladiator, observin'g light drail traffic, Viec
Fire Bzse O'Rielly observed light foot tiaffic. Gunships recelved heavy
small arms fire, One AH-lG was downed and crashed landed in a fleld,

12 April inclement weather prevented combat operations in the 40, 13-15
April, Troop A wo ker the recon zones with emphasis on Route 616 from Fire
Base Iepatherneck to Fire Base Shilch, Smll amount of traffic was observed,
Teams continued to receive 12,7mn and smll arms fire, 16 April, Teams
‘gbservad 0ld bunksrs trails but negative rocent activity vic YD128209, °

17-18 April, Teams were given priority mis ion of Hue Rockst Belt Screen,

19 April, Troop A suppoz;"ced the 258th Viatnamasé Marineus in their insertion
near Holcomh, 12.7m fire was received thronghout the ares, 22-23 April,

Teams workec}i :I:n supbport of the 253th YNMC vic Fire Base Sh;loh and Tun

Tavern, Sq,';)port vas also rendered to the 54th ARVN Regiment vic Fire Base
Barneit, tekm cbserved 50-55 bunkers, two NVA and light foot traffic and
negative vaiéhicla traffic, 24 April, Teams observed 3 tunkers under construstion
at YDOO529’;“:§_‘, 1 NVA was KBH, Bulldozers had teen working on Route 616 by-
passing box{ib craters, Bunkers observed had & spacing of approximetely

50 metars,;fzﬁ-‘?é April, Troop A worked with a FAC and employed ‘fAC AR in

sup ort of; :HAC BAQ raid in prep and destruction of targets of opportunity.
R7=28 Apriff;i, Teams returned to visual reconnaissance in the Division Recon

ZOne o TK&EAIR w-8 employed vic YD095204 against a bunker complex. 2930

April, Trti)op A supported HAC BAO raid and continued its visual reconnaissance
rssponsib’élitiea.

¢
5
£
>
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(2) B Troop.

() During Wovember B Troop was used in general support of the 10lst
Airborne Division and worked very closely with the 1st Brigads, The primry
mission was to rather intelligence through visual reeconnaissance mlssions,
Secondery missions included downed aireraft security in the Divisions Area
of Operation, bomb damage assignments for Be52 strikes, aky spots, axd artillery.
1-7 November B Troop worked heavily as weather permitted with elements of the
lst Brigade around THREE FORKS area (YD5012), The spunific mission was to
determine the size, location, and movement of an enemy force that mde conkdat
‘with a friendly infantry unit, 8-14 November the poor flying weather hamrered
B Trocps attempts to support the Rengers. Finnally on the 13th the weather
1ifted enowh to insert ~t.eam Bills; and set the .s’cage i‘;ar the remaining 2
woeks of November. On 16 Wovember Bills had contact with unknown size enemy
force, The action resulted in two members of the team vountied. B Troop
tried te extract the men but werse driveh off by enemy ground to air fire,

In the action three UH~1H hellcopters of B Troop received combat dantaga',
resulting in a limited combat role for 5 days., However, Pink teams were
employed in &n effort to find more information about the enemy., From that
time B ’i‘rooé has worked directly with the 1st Brigade in an effort to destroy
any 1ogisti€:al build up in the area and to limit the Three ¥ m'kt; area as an
ensmy avenus of advance to the lowlands,

Iv) 1-11 Docember 1970, poor flying weather did not permit much recon
naissance, howsver on 2 December 1970 the Aero Rifle ;latoon was inserted on
some wooden boxes vicinity YD605230, The boxss were found to be empty
American powder connisters and were retwrned to Eagle, 12-17 December 1970,
Troop B wqued with the lst Prigade around "hree Forks YD5012 to conduct
bomb dam"gs agsessments and locate targets for artillery and airstrik-s,
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on 17 Decem}ﬁer 197‘0 Troop B ARP was inserted on & downed aireraft YD496115,
the aircra.ft wes down for 31 days prior to the revavery attempt, The aire
crgft, was recovered without incidert. 18 Decenber - 22 December 1970,
ch;Op B was working around Eagle's Nest YD4105 a NVA base camp was found by
. a Troop B pink team snd once the area was developed Troop B went:to support
z ths,f”lst Brigade which took overttihe operation., The mission was to determine
: size, location, and disposition of the ensmy ferce. Secondary missions
'inéluded CS drops, bomb dumsge assessments, and rellef far Brigade Command
o a.nd Control personnel, Also on 18 December 1970, a pink team from Troop B
whle working in the southern part of the A Shau Valley was engaged by tvo
3».‘7mm antiaireraft machineguns and on undertermined i 'wiber of smll arms
iaoaitiona. The team leader managed to contact a FAC and mark the area for an
'f.'eAirstrike. The bomb damage assesment revealed both active 12,7's destroyed
‘and undertermined smaell arms and fighting positions destroyed by Air Force,
‘ :1931 December 1970, Troop B worked the S uadron recér.v’naissance zones,

i

/" scresned Camp Eagle on 22 December 1970 for operation Holly (Bob Hope).
\‘ (c¢) During January and February Troop B participated in the Jefferson
Glen operation in general support of the 10lst Airborme Division. With a
: primary mission of intelligence gathering through Visual recomnaissance,
’ l-lliJanmry 1971, Troop B was able to accomplish only limdted Viswl
re:_(.amissance dus to low ceilings and inclement weather, On 6 January a
i detailed search was mde for a miising AH~1G from Troop C 2/17th, During
thfis soa:‘réh & AH-18 listed as missing since 1%9 was found near Fire Base
Vaghel, '}hekkgro Rifle Platoon of Trocp B was later inserted on this crash

site to racover the remains of the crew, 14 Jamary, an I0H wvas shot down

H
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at YD'585001 Vic Aloui airstrip., The aircraft and crew were secured, 16 Jammry,
the ‘rocp B ARP sscured a downed aircraft Vic Y6830889. Additionally on
16 J&nuary an LOH was shot down duve to 12,7am antieircraft fire Vic YD558794.

The c;'ew was recovered, the aircraft was lost dus to fire, 17 January, the

. Troop B ARP was agaon inserted on & downed FLIR aireraft YC2870985. 19 Jamamry,

Troop B ARP was inserted on a suspected enomy location Vie Fire Base Musket,

From 20«27 January, Troop B worked in the area of the Ruong Ruong Valley

YCB584 supporting Company Ll(Ranger), 30 January, Troop B operations moved to

Quang Tri to suppori operations Dewey Canyon II vicinity Khe Sanj. R
(d) 9 Febrwsry, Trocp B inserted five Ranper teams, 10 February, Troop

B lost 2 LOH aircraft, The first while on convoy cover in the Hal Van Rass,

'l;roop B ARP was inserted on the site and alrcraft and crew were extracted.,

The secand was shot down in the A Shau Vallsy by 12.7mm antiaircraft fire,

The aircraft was destroyed and the crew are listed as‘MI&. From 1l.l/ Febrwary,

Troop B warked the Division recon zone detecting enemy .truck traffiec and

destroylng & truck a bulldozer. 15 February, & UHelH on & night Ranger

extraction crashed resulting in seven US KIA. On 16 February, five Renger

teams were extracted, From 1920 February, Troop B supporied Ranger teams

and continued the Visual reconnaissznce in the recon zoms, 21 February, an

AH-1¢ indirect support of a Ranger contdct fired too close to fréendly

troops, resulting im one KIA «nd two WIA. The team was extracted, 24 Febrwary,
& Troop B LOH suffered a tree strike and set down on Fire Base Tomahawk,

The aircraft was recovered. 25 February, Troop B sxtracted a Ranger team

with PON Vie TD719901. 26-27 February, Trocp B secured for extraction of

two aircraft\‘\!ic YD 719901 and YD531132. 28 February, Troop B conducted

Viswal reconnaissance in the Division recon zone mapping enemy infiltration

routes and directing air strikes in the 4 Shau Valley,.
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() 131 4arch, Troop B worked in the Division recon zone conducting
Visuszl reconnaissance, checking sensor activations: and URS reports. 56 March,
Trocp B ARP secured & downed AH-1C &t YD865211 and a UH-IH at YD391361.

13 M—:&ch, an IOH rocoelived anu unknown amount of 12,7um antiaireraft and
SAF Vic YD199129, The aircraft crashed and burned resulting in two US MIA,
14«17 March, Trocp B ARP secured a downed UH-1H Vie YC727143 and an AH-1G at
YD35747213 22 March, Trodp B ARP secured a downed AHelG at YD961162,

2/, Mavch, extracted Ranger teams 198 and 19w when team becams in oontact.

29 March, Pink team coverage was proyided for da;ned TH=1H at YDO30025,

30 March, Troop B ARD was inserted at YD513031 to reinforee Ranger team 1%h
in the capture of 2 NVA POW&L During the entire reporting period additional
missions included BDA of airstrikes and Arc Lights and limlted grownd
reconnaigsunce, -

() On 1 April, B Troop ARP was inserted on Fire Base ;eghal to secure
and revover an AH-1G, DBoth aircraft and crew wers recovered, 2 April, B
Troop extracied a Ranger team in contact, Tho team wa‘s then used to sec‘)ure a
B Troop IOH on Fire Base Rendezvous, Both aireraft and crew were recovered,

" On 4 April, « B Troop UH-1H on medevac mlssion vicinity YD552017 received
intense SAF resulting in one US WIA, 6 April, 4 B Troop UH-IH carrying
Rangers to attempt a body snatch vieinity YC451950 received intaﬁaa SA and
MG fire resultiag in 1 US KIA and 3 WI8, B Troop ARP secured a UH=1H vicinity
YC872793 on 8 April., A large grass fire caused by a smoke grenage destroyed
tho alrcraft before it could be extracted, and cawsed serious burns to 3 US.
On 10 April the ARP secured a B Troop UH-1H (C&C) on Fire Base Rendezvaus
where it was landed after receiving one 37 M{ hit west of Fire Base Erskine,
One US was killed, | The alreraft and crew were extracted, 13 April, the ARP

secured and recovered & B Troop LOH shot down vieinity AT837978., For the
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rewainder of the month, B Troop Opé}ated in the Recon Zones and provided support
for Comuany L, 75th Rangers. On 23 April, a BV‘TTx‘oép UH=1H was shot down
vicinity YC479927 while attempting to reinforce a Renger team in contact,
resulting in 1 US KIA and 2 US WIA, The aircraft was not recovered.

(3) © Troop.

(2) Dwring November, Trpop C staged from Phu Bai Army Airfield in general
support of the Division. This ineluded meri:zl VRs, BDAs, grownd re;conmisaanoe
and support for the Rangers, In addition the ARP was on atandby fer downed
aireraft in the Division A0, Dus to the mongoon 5228\, there was little
air and recomnnissance activity during the first pm'ticﬁ of the reporting )
pe:ieds On 13 and 14 Novehber, the ARP along with a team of engineers was
inserted to clsar Fire Bases Kelly, Mpureen and Kathyrn. A number of old
105 rounds, fra;mentation grenades and blasting caps were dlscovered and
disposed of. On 16 Wovember, Ranger team Bills was in contact resulting in
one friendly KiA, The ARP and elements of Delta '.l‘roc;g wers insertad jgst
scuth of Fire Base Mawreen. The ARP 1n an attempt to recover the Rangsr KIA
received RK: and AR-47 {ire resulting in six wounded and another Ranger KIA.t
Due tc extremsly poar weather conditions, the wounded were unable to be
extracted that day. OCn the following day, 17 Novemwber, extraction of the
eritically wounded was made by an LOH under heavy AK and 50 caliber fire,

On 18 November, an attempt was made to extract the ground slements with no
success dus to weather restrictions. In the attempt one C&C, ome Cobra,
and one LOH received heavy AK fire zlong with 50 caliber and five RHK:
rounds. The next day, 19 Novemﬁer, the ARP and other <round =lements

started to meve bp foot towards Fire Base Cannon, In &n attempt to make
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radio contact with the pround ale:mﬁxs,‘ona C&C took two RFG rounds and one
IOH with pilot and crew member crashed into a mountzin side killing both,
n 20 Yovember the element wasg able-to be extraétéd, along with remains of
the LOH crew, The remaiqder of the month was relatively nulet with dajly
VR of the A Shiw Valley. |

(b) Duwring Deéember, operations involving C Troop were significantly
hampered by the monsoon weather conditions. A short break in the weather
allcved us Lo work in the aorthern end of the A Shau Valley in the vicinity
of Tiper Mouniain, On 11 December the ARP stood by on Fire Base Veghel vhile
b_Troop was inserted by oud UH-IH helicopters in the viﬁinity of Aloui Air’
Strip, D Troop destroyed bridges that hadbeen sPotted garlier by owr IOH
Bhservation Helicopters working in that area, During the next few days
increasing enemy activity was notad in the northern valleysand the swrrounding
ereas, On frequent occusions owr observation aircraft cams“under enemy samll
and heavy arms fire, Even so, our Pink Teams worked ‘ne area with comsiderable
success., Ensemy bunkers, fighting positions, bridges, 'and hooches were ‘
destroyed, A number of the enemy were KBH. On 16 December, a LOH on an
AAR mission was shot down by ensmy 50 caliber fire, The crew, none whonm suf-
fered any injuriss, was lLimediutely picked up by the UHelH that was flying
as chase, On the night of 19 December this game general area wﬁs worked hy
FLiIR, Sighting a number of the enemy in the oﬁan, FLIR engaged and was
credited with 10 enemy KBH. During this period FLIR was also utilized in the
deylight hours, Accompanying our regular VR missions, In the reporting
psriod FLIE accounted for a large percentage of the enemy KIA credited to the

Troop.
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(¢) During the 1 Jamaary to 31 January reporting period, Troop C staged
from Fru Bai Army Airfield rarticipating in Jefferson Glsn operations, in
reneral }aﬁpport of the 10lst Airborne Division; with a primary mission of
intellipence pathering through Viswel reconnaissznce, 1l1-10 Januiry, Monsoon
we: ther probibited extensive recomnaissance of the Divislon r=zcon zone,

11-30 Januw:ry, was marked hy laproving weather which enibled Trmop C to
continue the Visual reconnzissance of the Division recon zone, A heavy ine
crezse in emcmy activity was noted during this psriod around the Aloui
airstrip and west of Tiger Mountain, An estimited NVA Company was pin pointed.
Aﬁ.‘ "Cavalry Cobra® rald was lsunched and & EDA in the i:iftaen foot high ]
eleaphant grass revealed 3 MNVA KBH., It is felt t}';at betfcer results wers
obtained than those indicated by the BDA, as the team was able to silence
rather intense fire in the area, During this period ‘I‘roop? reacted with 1ts
Aoro Rifle Platoon to five downed aircraft, Addition:\ly Troop C supported
three Ranger Teams in contact, ’

(d) From 14 Februszry Troop C staged from Phu Bai Airfield, From 5
Februiry to 28 February, it staged from Khe Sanh combat base, 8 February,
0743 hours the Troop C commander, Major Jumes 7, Newwin led the first heavy
Czv team into Iaos in support of the Vietnamese Rangors, 12 Feb}'uazvy, Troop C
lost two AHel(s %o hostile fire on the lzotian border, One crew is listed
a8 MIA, The second crew was extracted, The area of the contact was enpgedd
by Artillery, TAC AIR, and one B-52 strike, 18 February, the Troop commander
extracted fowr of five Americans from a downed Dustoff alrcrafi, while the
Ranjer fire tase was under heavy small arms, antiaircraft fire and mortars,
Additionally on the 18th an IOH was shot down and it ~xploded, The crew is

5t411 listed as MIA, The reminder of themonth of February was spent in a
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primry role of screaning for extrnhction of Vietnamese Ranger fire rases and
working fire 'ases 30 and 31, ‘

(e) 1-31 tarch, Broop € staged out of Khe éanh combat base in general
support of Lam Son 719, During this period Troop ¢ ARP manned & portion of
the Khe 3unh perimeter, The ARVN movement of their forces emabled the Troop
to resuse it's full tims job of reconnaissunce, Troop C was zassigned recon
zons thit exte.ded westward to Tchepone and to the north of Highway 9., After
the ground objnctives had bsen reuched =nd withdruwal began, Troop C beran
c¢lose support by scroening PZ's and reconnaisssnce of flights routes, The
"I‘»rooy z1so acted in resupply capacity on occasion dm'jiné this period.

(f) April waw the end of Iam Son 719, with Troop C_performing missions
in support of the final phases of the operation, Returning to Fhu Bai, all
efforts were ajuin concentrated on the A Shau Velley and the infiltration
routes along *he Izotian border, Heavy pink teams once aguim employed their
organice fire pover along with artillery and z2ir suppo}:t agaimst suspected
ensmy locations in xnd around Base Aresa 611, Often forced to work without a
IOH hecause of hostile fire, the effectiveness of the visual reconnaissance
wag greatly reduced., Support of Delta Troop opsrations in the Valley raised
morule and supplied 4 sense of accomplishment, Other deily missjons included
reconnaissance of the Hus-Phu Bai rocket belt, convoy escorts, and support of
the 2nd Brigade. These missions allowed many of the new aviators in the unit
to fenl darize themselves with favalry Operations as well as the peculiarities
of Troop C.

(4) D Troop.

() During the last two months of 1970, Delta Troop provided ground
reconnaissance downed aireraft security, and reaction force for units in

contact. Additionally, the troop provided ambushes and sweeps outside
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Carp Bagle snd werved as the base defense reaction force, In the perioed of
1-.8 Januwary, Troop D performed it 's assigned missions of Eagle Reaction
Torce, Perimeter Defense and acted as immediate Feaction Force with Troop (=)
tc all insertions of any Squardon Aero Rifle Platoon., 1l1-4 January, over-
Tghts of the perimeter defenses were made with respect to possible enemy
routes of infiltrutdon, and possible ambush sites, Reports submitted covering
this zctivity indicated =2reas of possible imorovement, 28 January, warning
order for movemant to Quang Tri was issued. Troop was to further prepare to
carcy out combat operations. 2 Febx;uary, Troop D made’a combat assault Vie
20854?38, to conduct a ground bomb dummge assesment (BDA) and & ground
raconnaissaince of the surrounding area that had been tex:ltatively fdentified as
a NVA headquarters com:lex. The Troop was extracted at 031500 hours at
XD854238 and XD348236, Fi's were green, 4 February, Troop D moved to Khe Sanh
combat base in support of Iam San 719, Headquirters (=) by convoy and two
platoons by air. 5-14 Februwary, Troop D hardensd the perimeter defenses,
Bunkers, fighting positions and overhead cover were given priority. 15
Februaryf Troop D was given the responsibility of security for the rearm
refusl point at Ia Con, XD814368, and at this time assumed control of the
Aero Rifle Platoons of the assigned and BFCON Air Cav Troops. Ambush and
sweep operations in the Squardon AQ were accomplished a# part of the perimster
defense plan through 14 March,

(b) 15 March, the Khe Sunh combat base began to receive daily Artillery
attacks by NVA 122mm field guns. 23 March, at 0230 hours, Troop D repulsed
a Sapper attack by the 2nd Company 15th NVA Engin-er Battalion, This 40 man
attack, supported by indirect fire, 60mm mortars and RPG's penetrated the 3rd

Platoon position in ii's attewpt to reach the airfield POL and rearm points,
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The enewy broke contact at 0645 hours, A first light check revealed 14

NVA XIA, 1 POW, 9 AK-508, 3 RF: lzunchers =nd one 9mu wistol captured along
with nwmsrous small arms amundtion.and demolition equipment, An additiomal
¢ NVA are estimated KIA. (Bodies were recoverad by retreating enemy).

U5 losses were 3 KIA, 5 WIA major, 13 WIA minor, 27 March, Troop D wag
riven orde to return to Quang Tri, Area was evacuited in approxdmaitely

1 hour vith minimum exposure to possible indirect fire attzck, 28 March

to the ond of the reporting period Troop D acted as the Squardon Reaction
Force for downed aircreft and ceew security.

(c) During the month of April 1971, Delta Troop provided ground recor-
nilssance, downed aircraft security, reaction force for 10lst Division and
2 reaction force for mﬁta in contact, Additionally, D;lta Troop provided
base security for Camp Eagle, Statistically, Delta troop was employed as
followss secwred two downed aircraft in A Shau Valley, re;i.lnroroed one
Aanger team in contact in A Shau Valleyv, inserted and provided diversion
"or wwo Ranger »latoon slze ambushes in A Shau Valley; conducted three )da.ys
of cround reconnaissance in A Shau Valley, twenty-nom days of bage fsfense
reaction force for Camp Eagle, and 5 sweeps, one of which was mounted, After
retucrning from Khe Sank on 2 April, Delta Troop began & week of stand dowm
training, The training stand down ran from 4 April to 10 Aprilsvl. Upon
completion of the training stand down Delta moved once more into acion, 0;
April 15th the troop was lnserted in the A Shau Valley at coordinates
¥C451920, Delta's mission was to provide securlty and diversion for a
Ranger platoon stay behind ambush of Route 548, The troop also performed a
ground reconnaissance of a 24 kilometers of Route 548. D Troop found signs
of recent vehicular traffic on the road as well as six 6 x 8 ft. bunkers

‘which Taced the road, The tropp was extructed late on the afternocon of the
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15%h =t prid ¥0A42938. The LZ was anjatural one ship 12 but & poor one tecause
of the excellent gover and concealment it offaz;ac; :t;o an enemy force who

might try to ambush it, The PZ was hastely constructed by flatiening é to

15 £% Elcaphan‘tv grass, 11 «lso was a one ship area, On April 20th the troop
was again insekted in the A Shau Valley at grid Y0456193. The mission of the
troop vas to insert u Ranger platoon stay behind ambush, provide a diversion
for the Ringer »latoons movemsnt to their ambush sight «nd make ground
roconatigsance o7 the wastern side of the A Shau Valley between YC456003 and
YO 457906, The troop found very little sims of recent activity, There

were § trails in the 2rea which had been used within 48 to 72 howrs but they
reve:lad no clue 28 to what might have passed on' them, A quantity of come
munication wire was found but it had been previously cut in frequent intervals
and showed no nigns of repair, The troop wis extracted on @ ons ship PZ at
YC45790¢, On the 24th of April the troop was once e;.gain inserted in the A
Shau Valley at YCA849R4 in response to & Ranger team in contact and two, doxme;i
helicopters, one of which was & medivac., The troop was inserted north of the
downed aircraft and wmoved south to make the pick up. Approximetely i50 to
200 meters from the aircraft the lead element of the troop came umder heavy
R, smll arms end Chicom grenades fire., The platoons were mamusvered to
rezct to the threat and nick up survivors of the Range*= team and aircraft,

The contact on the 24th lasted approximatdly six howrs and resulted in 5
friendly KIA and 14 WIA, one known enemy KIA by small arms fire, 1l enemy

KIA by airecraft and an unknown eneiny WIA, After the extraction of three US
from the downed medivac hellcopters the troops withdrew approximately 400
meters north to MDP, medivac owr wcunded and be reinforced by another company,
Th> reinforcement was accomplished that night and in the morning the elements

nmoved lLack to the coatact point to atternpt to extract the remaining US
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perscnnal, The NVA had withdrawn the majJority of it's forces during the
night 2nd the next morning fire wa..; received i‘zjom only one location and in
smsll +uantities, 'The enemy fire was elizﬁnatéd bitt no NVA were found in
the vicinity, The extraction of the troop was made at YC4869L.

(5) Comany L (Runger), 75th Infantry.

(&) During the month of November a total of thirteen Ranger teams were
deploysd in the 10lst airborne Division (Airmobile) Area of QOperations,
Emphasis wes on raconnaissance around Fire Support Base Ripcord and Kathryn.
Two onemy contacts were initiated, The contact initiated on 16 November by
Ranger Team "Bills" provided the n:eded intelligence i’or egtablishing the .
location of the 1st Bn, 803rd NVA Regiment, Due to iné!bamant veather,
Ranger teams were shifted from the Ripcord<Kathryn ares. to the RYong Ruong
Valley, to determine inf‘iltration routés used by the NVA from Laos to the
lowlands of Thue Thien Province, WNo significant sightings weres observed,

(b} During the month of December, ranger o;:erafions of this wmit were
rampered by poor weather conditions caused by the northeast monsoon, Company
L deployed a total of ton operational teams, Six teams were deployed in the
Khe Sanh Plains and Vietnamese Salient rrgions, with the remeining four teams
deployad in the gene:al area along the eastern side of the A Shau Valley.
Deployment of operatinnal teams to the Khe Sanh and Vietnamese Salient area
caused this comrany to locate a Forward Operating rase at Quang Tri, plus
deploy = threc man radio relay element at Signal Mountain to insure adequate
commmications with the operationsl slements, The only problem arose was
thi.t of resupplying the Forward Operating Base and the radio relay team, due
to poor flying condltions,

(¢) Poor weather conditions caused by the northeast nomsoon contimmd teo

hamper ranger operations during themonth of Jamuary, However, enemy sightings
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inersased during this period, Sightings occurred in the Bach Ma, Spear
Valley, and Ruong Ruong Valley regiors. This unit accomplished a false
extraction in the Spear Valley, after the mngér‘ team was compromised, Future
false axtra:tions are planned, %o 2llow the ranger teams to continwe their
assigned mission,

(¢) During the ‘cath of February, this untt deployed 2 total of seventeen
Ranger teams, Poor weather Lamper @ deployment until February oth, at
whicl: tlms ceven opesation:l toams were deployed int the Ruong Ruong Valley
regicn, %The mission of the teams were to replace ons T8 1nfagtry battalion
’Lhm, denloyed in tho Khe Sanh region, Emphasis during this tima vas placed on
ambugh tecknisues, Two monor enemy conticts wer: ini‘bita.ted during this period,
Afier being relieved by‘a US infantry unit from the Ruong Ruorig Valley region,
Ranger teams began operaling south and .esi of aﬁandoned Fit.re i}aso Ripcord,
the remeinder of thonmonth., Emphasls was placed on ‘reeonmissa}tce of roads and
trails throush the wrea, Tour eueny contacts were initiated 1n§ that region.

(6) Dwing the aonth of March, this unit denloyad a total \a of tmnty-ons
Ranger teams, Initially continuing to concentrate on reconmissAxnoa of the
area surroundiag absndoned Fire Dase Ripcorg, this untt shifted t‘xo the mission
of' moritoring and ambushine along Route 547 from Fire Base Rendew@a to Flre
Bage Blaze and along Route 548 in the A Shau Valley f@oar, Six ¢ nt&cta were
indtiatec in thess areas vesultin: in eight NVA KIA and two NVA POW4 '»i}he
informition pas-ed on by these POWs risulte? in large troop movements b}*
1st Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division (Ambl) to counter a serious enemy thu'sat
to their Fire Support Base in the area, At the request of znd Brigade, 1()131'.
Airborne Division (Ambl), three Ranger ‘eams were deployed to the Spsaj- Valley

j
¢
i

area 1.0 deternine similar enemy concentrations in their AO,
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(¥) During %he month of April, this unit deployed a total of twenty-nine
Ranger to.ms, From the 1 April to 10 April, e:ight’ Ranger teams were employed
ia the Spear Valley reg.on with the mission of .‘re;comlaissamee One mgnor
enemy centact vas iniuviated, From 10 April to 23 April emphasis was placed
on the A Shau 7allsy re,ion in the form of vlatoon am company raids to
iiclude platoon size stay~behind ambushes, Results of *he Company raid was

the interdictlon of Route 548 by blowing a well-used bridge.





