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A. (C) GENERAL 

1. CONCEPT 

SEC TT:,)N VI 
COMBAT.iSAULT 

LZ SOPHIA 
5 MARCH 1971 

, 
SOPHIA (XD 3440) was the final fire base that was to be est-

abl1shed prior to the assault into th{~ Tchepone area. From SOPHIA, 
the allsault into Tchepone c'ould be supported by the lOSmm battery. 
that was to be inserted. 

z. MI3SION 

E .... en whUe the assault of LZ LIZ was in progress, prepara­
tionll were in p.rogress for step three of the push along the escarpment 
to LZ SOPIfiA. During the LIZ insertion, the 2d Sqdn, 17th Cav 
cOD..tinued to screen to the west and south. This provided early re­
cou.naisaance of the SOPHIA area. Because of poor visibility in the 
LIZ area, it became dangf'r<YJ:~ for ht'l~r::opters and Air Force fighters 
to operate in close pro.xilni~t to eo.l.:h JlL.er cmnpeting for air space. 
The FACts were directed to drop their ormarce in the SOPHIA area 
a. preparation for the following day. The Zd Reg.t, 1st ARVN 1 ~ Div 
was liven the mission to air assault and secure LZ SOPHIA. They 
were dlen to establish a fire base for the receipt of lOSmm howitzers 

. to. provide artillery support for the final move to Tchepone. The plan 
e.aned lor the heavy use of air assets to deliver fire power to the " 
SOPHIA area and to conduct reconnaisscn ce to the northwest toward 
Tchepone. Six 105 mm howitzers were to be moved to SOPHIA to provide 

. tube al"tWery support for the final assault. Two battalions were to 
1a.Dd OIl the escarpment, secure' SOPHIA arld then proceed northeast· 
to theXe ·Pon River to s,.ecure a river crossing for a possible gm und 
withdrawal route alter the assault on Tchepone. The plan included 
wertiDg 1134 personnel with 164 UH-1H lift sorties into the SOPHIA 
area. In addition to the 1st ARVN InC Div air assault to SOPHIA, the 
VNMC-Dtv conducted a troop insertion involving 60 UH-IH sorties to 
a field <location south of DELTA on the afternoon of 5 March. 

,3. ]NEATf!ER 
~ ......... --

On the m~rning oI 5 March the cloud cover was scattered and 
broltenwith early morning ground {og t~t dissipatea around noon. By 
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1300 hours the weather had improved to such a degree that it was of 
no tactical significance. A s the day progressed, the possibility of 
conducting operations into the evening wa s consHlered should the 
insertion take longer than expected. This was the Hrst day of desirable 
weather since t\e direction of the attack was diverted and directed 
along the esca .nent to the south of the river. ' 

B. (C) EXECUTION 

1. ENEMY SITUA TION 

Aircraft in the SOPlUA area on 5 March were engaged pri­
marily by 12.. 7mm and small arms fire. Elements of the 14th Anti­
aircraft Battalion and the 17th Antiaircraft Battalion were reported in 
the vicinity of the LZ. It is believed that artillery fire on SOPHlA was 
delivered by Volunteer Company 34 which was reported in the vicinity 
of XD 3338. Two weapons companies from the 35th EngiD(; ,r Battalion 
were abo believed to be in the area. It was logical for the enemy to 
suspect an assault in the vicinity of SOPHIA following the previouD two 
days' a.saulta along the escarpment and the preparation of the area during 
the insertion of UZ on 4 March. 

2.. COMMAND AND CONTROL 

The chain of command for the ARVN ground unit was from 
I Corps to the lit ARVN Inf Div to the Zd Regt, all at Military Post 
near Khe Sanh. The CO of the Zd Regt, 1st ARVN InC Div, was the 
Grcnmd Commander for the insertion on LZ SOPIDA. The AMCiN-as the 

t ., 

. CO. 223d CAB. The alternate AMC was the XO, ZZ3d CAB. Tlie AMC 
picked 'up the GCat~~OO ~urs on 5 March at Military Post and pro­
ceeded to the LZ area: . observe the air cavalry reconnaissance and 
direct the preparation of the LZ by airstrikea. The preparation began , 
at 0830 hours. Because of bad weather the assault was delayed until 
early afternoon and the preparation continued throughout the morning. 
The UHF radio net was used to control the aircraft during the assault. 
The VHF radio net wal used to~. control all attack helicopter asseta. 
The FM radio net was used [or routine traffic and for coordination 
with the Air Force FAC. The downed crew recoV"ery was controlled 
by the alternate AMC. 
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3. RECONNAISSANCE 

A Troop, 2d Squadron, 17th Cav received the mission of 
reconnaissance, LZ preparation, and provision of Becurity in direct 
aupport of an airmobile assault on LZ SOPHIA. A Troop's reLon .. 
naisaance teama consisted DC two AH .. 1G attack' ~licopters and one 
UH-IH command and control helicopter for coordinating the recon .. 
naiaaance effort and LZ preparation. A Troop'!"! ;om:--;'J.n"ler clerted 
not to use the OH-6A in anticipation oC a heavy volume Cd a!:ti,lL:craft 
fire. A Troop, during a visual reconnaissance of the bigh gro'und to 
the we&t of the LZ received l2.7nnn fire in the vicinity of XD 32.2.419. 
The recom:taissance team ma.rked the position for the FAC, and air­
&trikea silenced the weapon. Further reconnaissance of this area 
revealed a 200-meterV-ahaped trench line with the open end of the 
"V" orieDted toward the south. Numerous bunkers and 12. 7mm 
position. were located throughout the area. A Troop continued to 
direct air.trikes in this area. With airstrikes being employed to the 
west, A Troop made a visual reconnaissance of the LZ and the approach 
route fro~ the east over the escarpment with a ti rht rif!.ht turn ~o 
the north Just prior to reaching the LZ and a Ie., -1'_ <...e;".(~l.;;~~ ' . ...J.1: n 

back aouth into the LZ. This pattern would prevent the lift air-
craft; from stacking up ,on final approach to the LZ. Antiaircraft 
weapona would' have diCiculty in accurately adju;ting fire with the 
Uft Bhips Oying in three directions, one of which was a deB cending 
turn lnto the LZ. The other aircraft could easily observe any problem. 
in the LZ aDd adjust their pattern accordingly. The departure route 
rec:ommen~ed was ea.t and back along the escarpment. The AMC con .. 
curred with the Cay recommendations and A Troop directed airstrike. 
in preparing the LZ and the routes. Airstrikes were also employed on 
numeroua huts and trail. to the northw~8t in the vicinity of XD 341416. 
Thia location was pas~ed to the AMC as representing a possible danger 
area during the tnaertion. Recommendations were made tor the smoke 
Bcreen drop between coordinates XD 355402 and XD 341392 and, during 
the tnaertion. Cor airstrikes on the high ground to the west. The AMC 
concurred with the recommendation·. and A Troop was given control 
of the TAC air and three sections of ARA to coordinate and provide 
adequate security during the insertion. A Troop-marked the co­
ordinates for the smoke drop and directed the FAC to shi{( the air­
strikes on the high ground to the west. A Troop made one final 
recoDDaiasan,ce of the LZ and did not receive any fire. The LZ was 
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marked Cor the AMC who ma.rked it again Cor the UH-IHaircra(t 
approaching the LZ. A Troop then employed the three ARA sections 
a CAP over the LZ and provided security in a low CAP near the huts. 
The first lift ipto the LZ received small arms £ire in the vicinity 
of the hut.. A Troop: detected the enemy positions and immediately 
.uppre •• ed the £ire. ARA was not employed because of the aircrart 
congeation in that area and the fact that the fire had been immediately 
.uppre •• ed. A Troop VI<1S diverted to the east of the LZ by the AMC to 
.earch Cor two aircraft that had reported receiving fire and having to 
~ake em~rgency landin:;~B. r\ RA remained in a CAP over the LZ and 

~.A ,;'_J:'OQP .. continued to search ror the downed aircraft, with negative 
results. A Troop returned to the LZ to provide security to the south 
against possible a:r~iaircraft posHions until the insertion and heavy 
lift. were completed. 

The staging of aircraft for the assault on LZ SOPHIA on 
5 March 1971 took place at the Lagger Pad, Kbe Sanh combat base. 
The aircraft reported from their home stations in company nights 
between 0800 and 0::330 hourrl. T~c ;'rew briefing was given by the 5-3, 
223d CAB at 0900 hours. 

,. 

s. PICKUP ZONE 

The night arrived at PZ OSCAR (XD 860384) at 1250 hours 
under the control of the alternate AMC, the XO, 223d CAB. Some 
confusion arose Crom the ract that the pilots were briefed that the 
PZ would be KILO. The PZ was actually OSCAR Pad, which is 
approximately 300 meters west of KILO. There were no C&C aircraft 
or gun.hlps a.signed to the PZ since it was in dose proximity to Khe 
SaDh combat ba.e. 

6. FIRE SUPPORT 

The planned preparation of LZ SOPHIA consisted entirely of 
ARC UGBTS and TAC air strikes.' ARVN artillery_was not planned 
for the preparation, although one battery of 155mm howitzers-located 
on LZ IDLO waa within range. LZ SOPHIA was not within range of 
175m.m artillery from the 108th A rtillery Group located along the Laos! 
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Vietnam border. Preparation of LZ SOPHIA began on 3 Ma reh with 
three ARC LIGHTS being employed in the vicinity of the LZ. Two of 
these ARC LIGHTS were employd directly on the LZ with the center of 
mass at ,grids XD 345415 (1400 hours) and XD 345405 (2.126 hours). The 
third was employed two and a half km to the west o[ the LZ with the 
center of masa located at XD 315470. On 4 March at 2300 hours one 
ARC LIGHT was employed two kilometers southwest or the LZ with the 
center of mass at XD 335395. Seven ARC UGHTS were employed [rom 
0115 to 12.05 hours on 5 March on suspected enemy strongpoints along 
the flight path. and two direc.tly on the LZ. These ARC UGHTS were 
employed at grids XD 330415, XD 330405, XD 345415, XD 345405, 
XD 314415, XD 305420, and 377442.. From 0805 to 1330 hours, 5 March, 
23 sets of TAC air were employed in preparation of the LZ with the Cav 
identifying speciCic targets to the FAC. A total of six Daisy Cutters were 
employed from 0805 to 1231 hours. Other ordnance consisted of 500 
pound bombs, napalm, cIueter bomb units (CBU), 20mm fire, and 
smoke. Prior to the insertion time of 1321 hours, th~ regular FAC 
working the LZ area returned to Quang Tri with mechanical problems. 
At 132.1 hours a replacem ;nt FAC arrived on station and stated that a 
set of air with smoke was on station. The Cav marked the area east 
of the LZ for smoke with WP, and the area was identified and marked 
correctly by the FAC. The FAC was instructed to employ the smoke 
along a north-south line. However, the first smoke.was employ~d along 
an east·west line. The second smoke was directly on the LZ •. This 

. misplaced .moke hindered and added confusion to tire insertion. ARA 
provided three sections [or a CAP of the area. Throughout the insertion 
the fires of ARA were not called for even though there were active 
eneiny antiaircraft positions. Of significant interest is the fact that 
the distance from the nearest rea rm/ refuel point neces sitated the 
use of three sections (seven aircraft) to provide continuous ARA 
coverage. Unlike previous combat assaults, the ARA aircraft were 
not used by the Cav teams on station to engage targets they had 
defected by low altitude YR. ' 

7. PICKUP ZONE TO LANDING ZONE , 

'l'he night departed the PZ·,at.l300 hours. The flight route 
was from the PZ to HOTEL to DELTA I, then north to the river, west 
along the river to the RP which was a bend in the r'iver at grid XD 3643. 
The night initiated a descent at the RP on a 210 degree headirfg~- The 
descent continued on this heading until, at'approximately 50 reet 
above the ground, a left pedal turn was made into the LZ, terminati!lg 
in a landing to the east. The aircra rt depa-:Tted the LZ...gn a 030 degree 
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heading. The nlght then followed the river back to Khc Sanh. Enroute 
altitudes were 6000 feet Crom the I'Z to LZ and 5500 feet from the 
LZ to Khe Sanh. All aircraft refueled at Khe Sanh prior to each 
pickup "t the PZ. Enroute armed escort was provIded by AH-l G and 
UH-IC gunships which were flying to and fro m rea rm! reruel at Khe 
Sanh combat base. While enroute the first lift received both 12. 7mm 
and ;small arms fire Crom an area west of A LUOI. Four air era ft were 

• Ioreed down on or around A LUOI as a result of this fi reo UH-IC 
guiiahlps engaged this area but were not able to neutralize these enemy 
posiUon.. The first lift also received l2.7mm fire from the low 
ground along the river, vicinity XD 3842. This area was silenced by 
UH-IC gunShlps. In spite of heavy engagement by gunships all 

.l.blilequent IUts rec~ived £ire from the area west of A LUO!. 

8. ASSAULT 

The assault oC the 5th Bn. 2d Regt, 1st .ARVN Inf Div on LZ SOPHIA 
began at 1321 hours when the first lift aircraft touched down on the LZ. 
The Brat lift aircraft that departed the LZ received nre from the 
escarpment northeast or the LZ. Other a ircra ft of the 'irst Ii ft 
later received small arms fire from huts to the northwest while 
approaching the LZ. Escort Cobra gunships engage~; ,:'l'~ tarE,·'.'J on 
the escarpn-ent while A Troop, 2d Sqdn. 17th Cav Cobras silenced the 
fire from the huts. The second lift encountered enemy t>mall arms 
fire in the LZ from ;a trench line to the wel!lt. Cav'Cohra gunships 
were u8ed to engage and silence the area. The continued small arms 
fire ,from the escarpment could not be suppressed due to the close 
proximity of (riendly troops, who 'were moving toward these enemy 
positions. The third and fourth lifts received no enemy fire near 
the LZ. The enemy positions on the e8ca.rpmen~ which were engaging 
the UCt a:ircraft departing the LZ had been neutralized by friendly 
groUDd (orces. Close fire support during the assault consisted oC 
two teams of escort Cobra: gunships, two teams of U H-1C gunships, one 
ARA team and one Cay team. Two escort Cobra teams prOVided cover­
age for the Uft aircraCt approaching and departing the LZ. The ARA 
team provided a CAP over the LZ The Cav team engaged targets First 
to the we-st and then to the 80uth oC the LZ. The UH-lC gunships were used 
north of the escarpment along the river on the vaUey floor. Only one of 
the eight air.craft hit near the LZ was shot down. Tlih UH-IH received 
numerous hits on the approach to the LZ but did not go down until aCter 

·-i.t:4eparted the LZ are~ while the aircraft was in the process of r ".' .-:;.:"... '.' 
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attempting to return to Khe Sanh. During the third and fourth lifts 
UH-IH aircraft were uae 1 to extract injured ground personnel. The 
loading of wounded required mere time and this caused the nights to 
awing to the weat for spacing. This took the night over additional 
enemy positlons north of the escarpment and the river. This area 
waa engaged by UH-IC gunships. To avoid this enemy fire the night 
stopped swinging to the weat. kept its rednced spacing and landed two 
and three aircraft in the LZ at one time. The assault of the 5th Bn. 2d 
Regt wa. completed at 1517 hours. The in8ertion of the 4th Bn, 2d 
ReXt, 1st ARVN .Inf Div iron: diately followed. At 1535 hours the 

. medium./heav:y'lift aircraft created both spacing and timing problema 
in the LZ. The inse ,'tion of the 4th Bn, 2d Regt was completed at' 
1646 hours. The medium/heavy lift movement was terminated at 
1830 hours as a re.ult of poor weather. 

C. (C) SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS 
I 

1. AIRCRAFT DAMAGE 

Ninety-one aircrZ! n . ': r~ 1 ~.: ',!rJ in the assault on LZ 
SOPHIA. Sixteen aircraft were hit. 12 UH-IH and four UH-IC. Nine 
aircraft were hit by smallarma fire. nve were hit by weapons 12. 7mm 
or larger and two aircraft were hit by an unknowfl type of fire. Six 
oC the 16 aircraft hit were classified as combat tosses. Five of the 
other ten aircraft hit returned to Khe Sanh and were determined to 
be in a non-flyable condition. Eight aircraft received damage on 
take off. landing and in the LZ. Two DH-IHls were daro.1.ged while on 
a recovery mission and the remaining UH-IH was damaged while 
enroute from the LZ. The 91 aircraft (63 UH-lHls, eight Off-Ie'a, 
and ZO AH-lG's) new a total of 303 hours and a total of 979 sorties. 

Z. CASUALTIES 

or the 16 aircraft hit only three of the crews sustained 
injuries. One UH·~lH aircraft w~s hit. while approaching the LZ. The 
aircraft commander reported that the aircraft was hit and he was 
attempting to return to Khe Sanh. Shortly a fter this transmission 
a FAC reported seeing a helicopter going down in names. The air­
craft and crew that reported returning to Khe Sanh never arrived. 
Neither the aircraft nor the crew have been located. The four crew 
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member. have been classified as missing in action. The aircraft 
.commander and pilot of another UH-IH were hit hy small arms fire. 
The aircraft commander received minor facial cuts and a foot wound. 
The pilot 8ustained a minor wound in the left ankle. The aircraft 
commander was evacuated to CONUS; the pilot was hospitalized 
iD Vietnam. A door gunner on another UH-IH was hit in the lert leg 
by .mall arms tire. He wa. treated in a hospital in Vietnam. 

3. DOWNED AIRCRAFT RECOVERY 

Se"en aircraft were shot down during the assault, six of 
which were destroyed. The remaining aircraft was recove L'ed on 
6 March. 
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GEN BERRY: 

SECTION VII 
AIRMOr.ILE STUDY GROUP 

COMBAT ASSAULT ON L'Z SOPHIA 
5 MARCH 1~71 

12 MARCH 1971 

At Gen Lam's evening and morning briefings on 5 Marcil, the daY' of 
the combat assault on SOPHIA, he emphasized the necessitY' of combat 
assaults against the HAlDONG, HAIPHONG, HOPE area in the vicinity of 
Tcbepone on 6 March. He emphasized once again that, for the as sault 
on the Tchepone area on 6 March. it would be a political as well as 
a m.ilitary objective. He hoped to put four battalions into the 
Tchepone area. He had to put in at least one company, and would do what­
ever was necessary to put that one company into the Tchepone area. He 
said we must be in the Tchepone area by 6 March. Thcl'C was no alter­
rultive. At Oen Lam's regular morr.ing bdcfinb .'~.": L :."." ; 7.::0 
he focused on the SOPHIA assault for the next morning, He directf'd that 
there be a FAC for the Cav. He would be carrying out reconndssance 
both in the SOPHIA area and the Tchepone area. )30th at th~ 1740 
hours, 4 March briefing and the 5 March morning briefing, there was 

discussion on SOPHIA. The emphasis was that SOPHIA must be captured 
i!:l order to move on and take Tchepone. SOPHIA ",IloLud be a firebaae on 
which there would be six 105's, essential to the assault u[ Tchepone on 
6 March. The mission of the two battalions that would go into SOPHIA 
was to secure the high ground along the escarpment and build fire bases 
for operations in the Tchepone area. The two battaHons would move west 
and northweatalong the «;scarpment to conduct search operations. They 
also were to secure a river crossing northwest of the SOPHIA area 
for the two battalions, which would give them a secure river crossing 
to {all back on. 

LTC KIRK LIGHTER CO, 223d COMBAT ASSAULT BATTALION: 

On the morning of 4 March, at the 1st ARVN In! Div briefing, Col 
Chung. the Zd Regiment commander, pulled me aside and said that on the 
5th he would be going into SOPlllA, ultimately to go into Tchepone the 
following day. 'He said the combat as sa=uit into Tchepone would be given 
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• top priority, (and on the 6th he would attack Tchepone with a squad, 
a platoon·, a company, or whatev~r else he had leff.) At 0830 once 
we had ourselves oriented in the area in which we wish to put air-
strikes on, 1 was notified by the FAC they had already put four to five sets 
of air on SOPHIA •. We discussed various areas with the Cav Squadron 
and came to the common agl"eement on what targets and areas sho,!-ld 
be struck. A list of these areas was made and the preparation wat(·: 
initiated at 08,0. The air was s'opped (leaving the area high and dry) 
and the Cay, went in. On two ulii'-!rent cccasions they went in and drew 
lZ. 7mm lire. We pulled them back out and started the preparation 
again, hitting specific targets the c4v troops had located, and 
concentrating heavily on gun emplacements. This went on at least 
another hour. At this time the Cav went in again and made anothe'l 
detailed examination of the area. I was told by the Cav lead that 
particular day that the LZ would be adequate, and that there were small 
stumps in the LZ. This recon was complete. That will take up through 
the preparation phase. 

COL DAVIS: 

I would again like to point out the extensive use of the Cav troop. 
It has been essential to have a Cav troop in direct support of the 
com'bat assault. This really represents a much m<?~c extensive use 
during a combat assault. The LZ time was more of a planning factor 
than a axed pOint. This was demonstrated by the Cav recon, and the 
additional airstrikes. It was accomplished only after the determination 
that a satisfactory prep had been made. I believe it was understood 
the night before that with the :Jad weather we had been having the 
0900 LZ time would not be made. The major importance of the 0900 
LZ time was that the slicks would be ready at that time •. 

GEN BERRY: 

On the previous daYt 4 March, as I talked with XXIV Corps 
representatives about the LZ time of 0900, I said that I would think 
1100 hours would be a nlore likely time. I told th~ XXIV Corps G-3 
that we had to go with the Vietnamese planning time-,~·but considering 
the likelihood of bad weather and the need to recon the areacUld put 
in additional fire power, that an 1100 hours LZ time would be more 
likely. After lo?king over my notea I took in the helicopter over the 
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LZ, I now recall that on the early m,· rning of the 5th there was bad 
weather. I was over the LZ and was bothered because no one else 
was there. I recall now that there was a 240 ) -foot ceiling in South 
Vietnam and unlimited ceiling in Laos with broken cloud cover 2400-
3000 feet over the LZ. I recall now that the Cav had tried to get out right 
after I was lucky enough to get out. 

LTC KIRKLIGHTER: 

The first set of flights went in at 0933. They could not get 
through until that time. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

The ridge line was covered by rather tall trees. Thcse trees were 
on both sides of the pencU- thin ridge line. I estimated the ridge 
line •. ) be no more than 30-40 meters across. 

LTC KIRKLIGHTER: 

In 1966-67 in the ill Corps area. we didn't have the benefit 
of a Cav troop for recon, tha~ being normally done ~y the AMC. 
1-faking low passes at thc LZ was the mission of the gunships. 1 think 
for the first time we see airmobility working as a ~-eam. It's impres­
aivQ that we have massive TAC air when we are going up against this 
type of environment. We have to have priorities, realizing that sometimes 
you are going to have to go with fewer sets of TAC air if there is a high­
er priority mission. An early recon of the LZ and then several 
recons in the LZ prior to the troops arriving is just es sential. Other­
wise you have the question in your mind, "Is the LZ adequately 
prepa.red to receive assault troops?" 1 don't think 1 have been 
disapp,?inted one time wit9- the Cay troop's recon. The CAP cover we have 
been getting .from ARA is another vital as pect of that teamwot' k. I 
would say again that the only disappointment I have had here is 
artillery. We just don't seem to get the artillery fire. It used to be 
that the artillery would ,hit the LZ' and then be shifted to one flank or 

. another. to provide some cover and to prevent the, enemy from exiting 
the ~rea. Air, ARA and Dustoff have been just absolutely outstanding. 
Once again we are going to discuss the organization for comoat and 
formations required of the ground forces. This has never been a con­
sideration that ~as affected our . flight formations and landing forma,tiona 
other than the requirement te retain a battalion integrity. 
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CO~. DAVIS: 

On SOPInA its,~lf how many ships could touch down at one time? 

LTC KIRK LIGHTER: 

One, but you might see two ships at a time. Two ships get on the 
ground when.there is a mix-up and one of the ships gets too clo!'Je. 
The spacing is bad, but you can get two ships in. I was always afraid of 
blade strikes. There were stumps in the LZ eighteen inches to two 
leet high, al80 the tall trees. 

GEN BERRY: 

You know, a surprising thing to me is that back in 1967-68 any­
thing smaller than a five-ship LZ was considered peanuts. K~other 
arn.a.sing thing to me is the large number of troops we are putting in 
these olle-e1'1ip LZ's. I don't believe it was envisioned by the early 
creatnr8 ot airmobility. I think it is something that he: ':1 developed 
through nccessUy. It is an extension of the capabilily of airrnobility. 

:-

This abo explains why we are not taking more bits enroute. If 
we had a staggered trail left or right it would help. I think we are 
going to do this more often. I consider this being a mid -intensity 
air-delell8e .system. Large form.a.tions flying overhead force the enemy 
to fire all of his antiaircraft weapons. I have two points to make on 
the formations. One, i.Q a mid-intensity environment, we have good 
inlormation on how many aircraft were hit, but we have no idea how many 
rounds were actually fired at our aircraft. If we increased the density 
of our aircraft the number of hits would increase. If we increase the 
numbei of 'hips in a give.n area or air space we would also increase the 
num1ter.ot hit,. There is alot to be said for formation flying in 
other than thia'type of environment.' Behaviorally, a man flying in a. 
formation is concentrating on his place in the formation and his 
relation to the other aircraft. He is interest.ed in ;na,intaini~g .his place, 
and in nothing else. In the single trail-type formation the importance 
ot the aircraft commander increases,for he is responsible for every .. 
thing hi, airc:raCt does or fails to do. He must make many decisions 
lD ~ .. ~~1~-8hip .. thing. The 30 second-~-:~paration has 60 flight lead • 
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ve raus six.. In these 60 leads, an~one of these 60 has it in his 
power to u'pset the whole operation. ' 

LTC KIRKLlGHTER: 

When we were working down around HOTEL 2 we were PZ .. ing out of 
KILO and we had [our aircraft join in on the traU of another flight: 
They went to the RANGER LZ where we had to police them up. They say th. 
the lead aircraft knew wh~re his LZ was but he just caught on to the 
back ot auother night. I think that in many respects the sing1e-
ship is tougher. Briefing is absolutely necessary. There was a drastic 
change in the case ot night routes. We flew from DELTA lover BROWN 
and LOLO to LIZ then to SOPHIA. We kept out of the river west of LOLO. 
There was a tremendous amount of antiaircraft. Another idea is 
that nyingover the fire bases provides certain safe havens for the 
aircraft in case they experience some mechanical failure enr-oute.· 

MAJ KLOSE: 

.. 
A~ 1400 hours there ",:.1"e two ARC LIGHTS to go in northeast .of 

LOLO, and this is another reason we tried to stay close to the high ground. 

G.I..:N BERRY: 
,. 

As I review this L:om 80me messages received from the CO andS-3, 
223d CAB,' they were telling people to get out of the valley and 
get up ·)n the high ground. Whenever people got in the valley they. 
were shot up, and I think we lost some people because they new in the 
va1ley~ 

MA.:I KLOSE: 

None of my lift went into the valley., and everyone was told to stay 
on the high ground. My XO experienced engine faUure :ld had to sit 
down in ALUOI. That was becau,8e he was coming' out of DELTA 1, 

. a.:rid. trying to get to BROWN. ThAt was the closest place he could get to. 
It's a natural tendency for everyone to try to follow-rivers, roads and 
valleys 'because these are easy navigations. Flight discipliriitfs 
very necessary lor 'safe ',..night. One problem we ran into in this type 
of environment is that members of the same organization tend to 
follow one another. This is a survival inatinct. The people 



were briefed and knew what they were s . ,losed to do. but at the, time 
it happened one reacts instinctively and his emotions take over •. 

e GEN 'BERRY: 

'. 

That b in the organization and the briefing. Everyone knows that 
a chase ship will take care of downed pilots and that everybody must 
stay on the mission regardless of what happens. 

LTC KIRK LIGHTER: 

There is nothing in the doctrine about chase function. 

GEN BERRY: 

As we seek to eliminate losses, we find it more and more 
necessary to make proviaions for downed aircraft. We pulled this 
chase ship idea out of our pockets. Do advantages of changing air 
call signs lor security reasonfJ outweigh the disadvantages of the 
adde d comusion? • 

M.A.J KLOSE: 
,;' 

Right now everyone knows the call signs as people and it would be 
a little dUt'lc"Uto change. For example, as long as the FAC is in 
the AO he knows who DRAGON 20 is and who DRAGON 09 is, also 
OXHORN 2;O~ . 

GEN BERRY: 

r 

It would take two or three days for us to get used to the new call 
signs. The same confusion would exist for the people on the gro und, 
because the present call signs a.re what the people on the ground know 
tl,le people in the air by. I recoll'l;l'tlend'a delay in the 501 change. 

COL DAVIS: 

Please discuss LZ reconnaissanc'e and preparation. 
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CPT CURRY, 2{17 CAY: 

We arrived at the LZ the same time as the AMC. We first did a high 
recon. We worked outside to inside. After working the LZ we turned 
to working the night route. After we had worked the LZ and surrounding 
area, to include the flight routes in and out. we took a final look at . 
everything before the fir at liIt came in. 

GEN BERRY: 

What is the principal weapon used against antiaircraft fire? 

CPT CURRY: 

Well, the cannon I guess, but really airstrikes are the best 
thing to put on antiaircraft positions. 

OEN BERRY: 

I 'think that airstrikes are the best thing to use on antdrcraft guns 
or bunkers. Let the low level recon find the enemy and then call in 
airstrikee to kill the enemy. " 

LT LEIGHTON ALO, USAF: 

From 0805":1330 we had a total of 23 sets of air. The first two 
sets ~f air were Daisy Cutters. From then on they were Daisy Cutters, 
CBU. snake and napalm. At the planned LZ time, of 1000, we had three 
sets of 500.pound bombs (snake), napalm and 20mm. At 1315, LZ time, 
we had a set of.snake and nap~lm on station, and we had another set 

~ 

of CBU. From that time on, when we started to go in, the targets around 
the LZ were hit and helicopters reconned up to the HOPE area. After 
this there were three sets: 1515-1536 snake and napalm; 1700-1725 snake 
and napalm; 1805 ... 1927 snake, napalm and CBU. 

GEN BERRY: 

According to my figures the touchdown time was 1321 hours. Then 
almost at the same time, HAMMER 40 checked in and said he had smoke. 
He had just arrived in the area and he asked for a brief target plan. 
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The pOlnt is there was 'no smoke and no FAC in the air. At 1326 they 
were in .the midst of telling where the smoke was -to go. There were 
three WP markers set down indicating the line of the sJ:noke and it 
was generally to the east of the target. The AMC reported the smoke 
should. go in on the target on a north to south line. 

Thefollowmg was taken frc';n the: notes 01 a member of the Airmobile 
Stu.'y 010 up: 

LT LEIGHTON: 

The regular FAC for the area was diverted back to Quang Tri 
because of mechanical failure. That FAC that took over did I).ot have 
the charts for his area. FAC IS work certain areas all the time, so 
they are the only ones with all the information. 

GEN BERRY: 

How can Vl.!'e keep a I.C in the AO at all times? 

LT LEIGHTON:" 

There are six FAC's lor each mission with sbc more as backup. 
U one FAC bas mechanical trouble 30 minutes out of Quang Tri and 
only a ten minute overlap is planned there will be a til le over the AO 
when there is no FAC. 

LTC KIRKLIGHTER: 

The Cay marked the spot for smoke with WP. This spot was identified 
by the FAC, and he marked it. The smoke went east to west on the 
south side of the LZ when it should ha'.;:e gone north to south. The 
second smoke was right on the LZ. The Cav reported numerous 12.7 
mm pits in the tree line. At both HOPE and LI~ the ARVN wanted 
high ground. but high gro und gets hits from 360 degrees. 

GEN BERRY: 

On 3,4,5, and 6 March the high grou~d was the most dang.erous; and 
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on down the slopes was safer. HOPE was a good LZ because it was 
selected at random 80 the enemy could not defend: LIZ was good 
because it was down in a bowl, and the enemy could not adjust. 

:h.1AJ KLOS~: 

II the lead slick fires one hundred rounds it is a good day. 
There is too much restriction on the door gunners. What we need are 
definable limits 80 gunners can fire enroute and at the LZ. 

COL DAVIS: 

The gunner8 can fire up to three hundred meters of the LZ, but then 
mu.st atop •. The AR VN set limits for firing. The C riendlies move out 
fast, and give DO positions, so gunners cannot safely fire. 

LTC KIRKLlGHTER: 

After an LZ has been prepared with air and ARA, an M-60 is not 
much good. I don't like secured LZI S • I'd rather go into an unoccupied 
LZ. W'hen the ARVN secure an LZ we get fire fro:r:~ the LZ. The 
23mm, 37mm and 12. 7mm antia.ircraft weapons can all reach out 
fu.rther than the ARVN can secure. The NVA Collowany force of AR VN 
moving 80 Utey can fire at the n.ircraCt . 

.. 
t; 

MAJ KLOSE: 

We have a very pragmatic approach. Anything that we do that is 
unpredictable is good, for it throws the NY A off. Deception is 
important; any variation makes for a safer LZ. 

OEN BERRY: 

On the evening of the 5th we tried to' get Gen Lam to go for a low 
ground LZ, but he insisted on goi,ng to the highest possible ground. 
The actual LZ was Dot, however,' on the highest ground. Actually the 
AMC pick,. the LZ when he works the area. The AMC can pick the best 
spot. One thin"g we could do is brief the ARVN division commander on 
our flndiiig8. This might build his confidence and understanding. Then 
possibly the Ground Commanders would accept our recommendation.s. 

" . 

VII-9 



The Cay commander plays a part in self'cting an LZ. Does he speak 
with the.AMC and the pround Commander? 

LTC KIRKTIGHTER: 

The Cay commander does get with the A~-1C the ~~vening bcfo?"c, ,md 
at the extensive radio briefing in the morning. The \..:av commander 
does not meet with the AMC and the Ground Com.mander. 

GEN BERRY: 

How much flexibility does the regimental commander have? 

LTC KIRKLIGHTER: 

He is very flexible. 

, 
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A. eC) GENERAL 

1. CONCEPT 

SECTT,)N, VllI 
COMBAT ASSAULT 

LZ HOPE 
6 \1.MCH 1971 

LZ HOPE was to be the final objective in the western drive into 
Laos. The assault of HOPE in the Tchepone'a.rea was the result or the 
progression of moves along the escarpment from LOLO to LIZ to SOPH­
IA. then across the Xe Pon River and the final obj~ctive, LZ HOPE. 

2. MISSION 
, 

The plaJi called for two battalions to air assault into HOPE with 
one t ~ttallon in'reserve should it be needed to lend sl.pport to the thrust. 
Wide reconnaissance by the air cavalry squadron and dispersion during 
wstrike. were planned :.0 ,c..:;; ,t','! the "!1cmy as to the i~ .:tuallocation 
of the LZ. It was decided that there would be no other air move attempt­
ed in the LA.MSON 719 area of operations during the HOPE air a.:.'isault. 
This would release all as sets to support this last vital objective should 
they be required. It was planned to use 120 UH-IH aircraft to move troops 
to LZ HOPE. The aircra.ft were first to move one battalion, and then 
the other without a break in the insertion. 

3. ')fEATHER 

The weather on 6 March was the be 8t encountered during 'the 
enUre thrust along the escarpment. Relatively little ground log that 
mern!ng enabled the cavalry to conduct early morning reconna.issance 
of the area by 0830 hours. Clear skies, and excellent visibility existed 
moat of the da.y. The weather did not dictate any tactical considerations. 
The operation got off to an early :ltart.and was completed in excellent 
ti.me daring favora.ble weather c'<:>nditions. 

B. (C) EXECUTION 
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1. ENEMY SITUATION' , 

The er;my fire in the LZ HOPE area (XD 3347) was character­
,ized by 12. 7mm machine gun fire wHh STrulll ',rms, Z3rnm and 37nun 
antiaircraft fire was also reported. Reports indicated that there were 
elementl of the 16th Antiaircraft Battalion, Binh Tram 32, the 69th 
En.1ineer Battalion (4 guns), and the 94th Engineer Battalion (platoon 
of 12. 7mm) in the Tchepone area near LZ HOPE. A great number 
of 82mm mortars were also reported in the area. The 12. 7mnl machine 
gun. were strategically placed to cover suspected landing zones. Anti­
aircraft coverage of airways was provided by larger caliber weapons 

· ;j.n the surrounding area. There had been previous indications of radar 
equipped antidrcra.!t positions in the Tchcpone area. 

Z.. COl·HoiIAND ANt> CONTROL 

The chain of command for the ground troops which ~l.ssaulted LZ 
HOPE was from I Corps to·.c 1st ARVN Infantry Division to the 2d 
Rt'e!iment. The 3d Battalion, 2d Regiment, 1st ARVN ldantry Division 
was inserted first, followed by the 2d Bn. 2d Regt. 1st AR VN InI Div. 
The cor..·un:lncHng officer of the 2d Regt was lhe (;. round Commande t: [or the 
~')mbat assa.ult of th~se battalions. Because of distance and heavy en­
emy concentrations in the area, the insertion of' Ulese h:t'O battalions re .. 
CJ.u~~.::d~ the use o!over 120 UH-IH aircraft to a~sa1Jlt both battalions 
rlmultaneou.ly. These ait'craft were broken down into two nights 
or 60 UH-lH aircraft. The AMC lor both flights was the CO, ZZ3d 
CAB. The'AM.C .. coordinated reconnaissance a.nd airstrikes in :tile LZ 
area.. The CO, 158th Avn Bn was to control the insertion of the 'sec-
ond .flight. Ea.~h of the above aviation battalions had an alternate 
cCce air~ra.£t to repla.ce the primary C&C when neces:Jary. 

The OrOWld Com.m"ander (CO, Zd Regt. 1st AR VN In! Div) was in 
the Al4C's aircraft directing the a8s~ult. Members of the regimental . 
ata.U were present in,the other three C&C aircraft. There were four 
CltC aircraIt, anyone of which could have assumed complete control 
of the operation at any dm.e •. Each aviation company sized element 
was further under the control of the company cunmander who led 
the Dight. 

The aircraft at the PZ were under the control of a C&'C aircraft 
..... -~ .. 
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which orbited the PZ. The only problem encountered at the PZ was 
when, two compallies of aircraft did not arrive at the PZ in time for the 
planned aequence in the first lift of 60 sorties. ThCJC aircraft headed 
for Ouang Tri when Khe Sanh received a rocket attack. They were 
placed at the end or the secoad 60 sortie flight when they finally arrived 
at t..~e Pz. 

The recovery of downed aircraft crews was controlled by the CO, 
lOlat Am Bn from bis eke aircraft. Four recovt:l' y .::'.ir\: ral"t were 
a •• tgned Bectors of the flight route; and one stanrlby recovery aircraft was 
dationed at Khe Sanh. As aircraft were forced dO'Nn, the closest of 
the four recovery aircralt would proceed to the location for the pickup. 
The CIc:C and the recovery aircraft were to Dlonitor the flights' pri-
mary frequencies lor notification of the downed aircraft. 

The ADC (0), 101st Abn Div CAmbl) was the senior com.""l1ander in 
the air over the LZ observing the assault. As senior comm nder, he 
could make a "go" "no go" decision. Hav'ng such a commander avail­
able duriug the assault relieves the AMC and the cavalry comnlander 
of the burden of Ina lng that decision. This alL 1,):" t:a::m to 
concentrate on his particula.r responsibilities. This third per .,on (t.he 
senior comm.a.nder) was abo in a better position to make an objective 
decision sinCe he was relatively detached from ;fuy one phase of the 
operation and could. eyaluate the situation [rom all aspects. 

3. RECONNAISSANCE 

A and C Troops, 2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry received the mission 
of vieual reconnaissance and .election of an LZ in direct f' ! ?port of an 
airmobUe a •• ault of LZ HOPE. Each troopfg reconnaissance teanlS 
cOILIiated of two AH-lG attack "helicopters and on"! till-IH. com.mand 
and c.ontrol helicopter lor coardinating the reconn:lissance effort. The 
troop commanders "3lected once ag<>.in, not to use the OH-6A light ob .. 
aervation helicopter because of the high density of antiaircraft activity 
dOwn-to be in the '-area. The: troop-cornmanders r~lieved their recon­
nai •• ance teams on dation to provide continuous support. A Troop 

recommended to the Air Misslon Comman~r th.af'the insertion go into 
the 'ricinity ot XD 3437. The LZ was large enough to contaln three ships 
and was cleared enough lor the aircraft to touch down. Enemy activity 
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appeared to be three days old and A Troop had nut recel ,'cd enemy fire 
during their visual reconnaissance; however, C T'roop had received 
lZ. 7mm fire on the high ground to the north. A Troop's visual rl.!con­
naissance revealed a large f' up: l,y depot and motor pool to the c~st in 
the vicinity of XD 3546. A Tr 'fOp recom.mended an approach route from 
the east down the escarpment to LZ SOPHIA then north into the LZ, with 
departure back out the same way. A smoke screen was recomnlended 
to the west in the vicinity of X.D 3447. The Air Mission Commander con­
curred with A Troop' B recomnlendation. A Troop directed air strikes in 
preparing the LZ and rout('s. The SlTlnkC' screen coordinates were marked 
with smoke and passed to the FAC on station. A Troop directed the FAC 
to shift the airstrikes back on the high ground to the north of the LZ. 
C Troop directed the airstrikc!B then screened to the north and west.' A 

Troop received control of three sections of ARA to coordinate and provide 
adequate security during the insertion. Three sections of ARA were 
placed in a CAP over the LZ. A Troop provided security to the south 
below the UH-IH aircraft on the approach route. An aircraft in the first 
lift received fire on the approach route just north of the escarpment. 
A Troop located the targ!;t and ~ .. lp~r~s :-j.,G the fire. Two sections of 
ARA were employed ant: [\0 ~,ct:' '. ':,:. ;, . i" cd du ring the rest of the 
insertion. 

4. STAGING 

The aircraft assigned to conduct the a",iault on LZ HOPE on 
6 March 1971 were staged at three different locations. Of the 175 air­
craft involved (not including the Cav and ARA) all but 20 were staged 
at two locations at the Khe Sanh combat base: the Lagger Pad and the 
airstrip. The remaining 20 aircraft were staged at PZ OSCAR (XD 
856387). 

, 
The-.ircraft reported to the assigned staging area in company flights 

at staggered intervals between 0800 and 01)15 hours, 6 March 1971. Al­
though assembling this manl' aircraft invites enemy bombardment, it 
was felt that the importance of a ,<:Olr' .. pl-etc brieIing outweighed the risk. 
The scheduled start time of 1130 hours was advanced fifteen minutes 
when Khe Sanh started receiving indirect enemy fire" at 1115 hours. All 
aii'craft departed the Khe Sanh area in an ordf'rly manner without . 
sustaining damage from incoming rounds. Individua1 flights maintained 
unit integrity as some proceeded. directly to the PZ and others re-
fueled at Vandergrift or orbited in the Krl(~'Sanh area until directed to 
the PZ by the PZ C&C element. 
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5. PICKUP ZONE 

'The PZ used for the a~ ault on LZ HOPE was OSCAR pad (XD 
856387). The' .ircraft of the first flight arrived at the l:lZ at 1130 
hours. A C&C aircraft from the 223d CAB was used to contr::.1 the 
PZ. The first 20 aircraft were loaded from their parked positions. 
Subsequent pickups were accomplished by simultaneously loading two 
aircraft in the PZ. 

The first 40 sorties were picked up without incident. The last 20 
sorties of the first flig4t were not in position to make the pickup in 
proper sequence. '"'"'he second flight of 60 aircraft were immediately 
cycled through the PZ. The last 20 aircraft from the first flight were 
then brought into the PZ. The pickup was completed at 1230 hours. 

Control or the loading of troops in the PZ was supervised by both 
ARVN and US Pathfinders. The advisor staff of the 2d Regt acted as 
liaison between the US Pathfinders, the ARVN PathIincit·l's, and the ARVN 
battalions. 

6. FIRE SUPPORT 

. The planned preparation of LZ HOPE consisted entirely of 
Commando Vaults, ARC LIGHTS, and tactical airstrikes. ARVN 
artillery consisting of eight l05mm howitzers located at LZ SOPHIA was 
not planned for the preparation, although they were within range. LZ 
HOPE was not within range of l75mm artillery from the l08th Artillery 
Group located along the Laos-Vietnam border. 

On 5 March, seven ARC LIGHTS were employed north of the Xe 
Pon River, supporting the planned assault into HOPE on 6 March. These 
ARC LIGHTS were employed at grids XD 315442, XD 374437, XD 354509, 
XD 345450, XD 315470, and XD 325470. Six ARC LIGHTS were 
employed south of the Xe Pon River near LZ SOPHIA, supporting the 

. planned ,Q.ight route into the HOPE area in addition to supporting LZ 
SOPHIA. On 6 March from Ol35'·to 6850 hours, five ARC LIGHTS were 
employed in the vicinity of LZ HOPE, and along the.flight route leading 
from LZ SOPHIA to LZ HOPE. These ARC LIGETS were employed at 
grids XD 345400, and XD 345440. Two Commando Vaults were employed 
at 0817 hour. and 0910 hours, 6 March at grids XD 342482 and 
XD 344461 respe.ctively. 
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From 0800 to 1136 hours 6 March, 16 missia,ns con::isting 0t 34 air­
craft were employed in preparation of the LZ with the Cav identifying 
'pi. :ific targets to the FAC. Six of the 16 mis sions wc.-re DaLiy Cutters 
em?loyed between 0800 and 0920 hours. The rcmain:ng ten mis sians 
employ r.l crdna:rx;e consisting of SOO-pound bombs, 10UO -pound bombs, 
ZOO-pound bombs, Cluster Bomb Units (CBU), napalm, and 20mm fire 
in· the:ieinity of the LZ. D':lring the preparation of LZ HOPE, LZ VIC .. 
TORY las prepared with five sets of tactical air. LZ VICTO!'.Y served 
a. a possible secondary LZ. and also deceived the en~my as to the 
a.ctualloc.ation of the insertion. 

At the critical time of insertion (1206), smoke had not been employed 
on the LZ by the FAC as planned. The smoke later was em.ployed at 
1216 hours and was etIective. From 1216 to 1450 hours 20 ad<!itional 
minioDs conSisting of 45 aircraft were employed on enemy positions 
in the vicinity of the LZ. 

For the combat assault lr.to LZ HOPE, ARA provided two sections 
on station for continuous CAP of the LZ area. As ::l:' t!:e inBe;,~ion into 
SOPIUA, the distance of the LZ from the nearest fv. ,,·.;1 'Ln~ 1 e" ~m 
area required the use of [our sections to sustain the C0!'1tinu0us CAP. 
AltA lle.w a total of 14 hours covering the insertio!.l' 

The only request for ARA fires during the insertion was by the Cav 
team on .tation. Some enemy trucks had been detected in the vicinity 
of the landing zone and the ARA expended on these targets just prior to 
receiving end of mission. 

7. PICKUP ZONE TO LANDING ZONE 

The .flight route to LZ HOPE was from the PZ, to HOTEL, to 
DELTA, BROWN, LOLO, LIZ, to SOPHIA, which was the RP. This 
.flight route enabled the flight to overfly the friendly Hrehasea which 
could b~ used as .ecure precautionary and forced hnding zones. The 
night was to depart the RP on a. 350' degree heading L'l a steep descent 
from the enroute altitude of 5500 feet. The enroutc altitude was 
changed lor the second 60 sorties, the 158th Avn Bn flight. This flight 
m.a.inta.ined 5500 feet until pas sing LOLO at which time they "initiated 
a deacent to reach an altitude of 3500 feet a.t SOPHIA. The descent from 
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5500 leet at SOPHIA W<iL8 felt to be unnecessarily steep. 

Two aircraft were hit by enemy firc while enroute to the LZ. Both 
aircraft were hit a8 they descended over the escarpment between the 
RP and the LZ. It was itnpossible to put suppreasive fires on the enemy 
po.1tions because of the close proximity of friendly troops on the valley 
fioor. For this reason the .flight route was swung further to the west 
both to <iLvoid known enemy posith>ns ~nd to allow for suppressive fires 
on the escarpment if needed •. 

Enroute gun cover was provided by armed escort aircraft <iLS they 
new the flight route to and Irom the rearm/refuel which was located 
at Khe Sanh. 

8. ASSAULT 

The a.3ault on LZ HOPE (XD 339466) began when the first ·liIt 
aircraft touched down at 1200 hours, 6 March 1971 with elements of 
the 3d En, 2d Regt, 1st ARVN Inf Dh'. The 2d Rn, 2d Regt, 1st ARVN 
In! Diy was inserted into the LZ upon completion of the insertion of the 
3d Bn, < 2d Regt. 

Fire support at the LZ waG provided by he13 ,·opter gunsl1ips and 
TAC <iLlr.Although tube a.rtillery was located within range (LZ LOLO). 
it was not employed. Gunshi~.,s were employed <iLS follows: ARA pro­
vided a CAP over the LZ: an air cav troop screened the area nor,th of 
the LZ; another air cay troop screened to the west and south of the LZ; 

',UH .. IC gunships provided coverage of the va.lley floor south of the LZ; 
and e:L:ort gunships (AH-lG) provided coverage for lift aircralt in the 
final approach path. TAC air provided a smoke screen north of the LZ 
and placed air.trikes on targets which were identified by the Cav. The 
only major problem with the lire support provided [or the assault on LZ 
HOPE was that the smoke screen was late. Smoke was not dropped until 
teD. minutes after the first lift aircraft touched do·.vn in the LZ. - , .. . 

The aircraft departed the LZ on a heading of 200 degrees and climbeci 
to a return altitude of 6500 feet. This combat assault was completed at 
1343 hour •• 
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c. (C, SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS 

1. AIRCRAFT DAMAGE 

The assault on l..Z HOPE used a total of 185 aircraft. Only ten 
alrcr ft were hit, one of which was forced to land at the LZ and was 
later deetroyed. The other nine aircraft flew to secure locations in 
South Vietnam. Of the ten aircr..::ft hit, eight were determined to be 
non-flyable. Nine of the aircraft were hit between 3000 feet and 80 knots 
approaching the LZ and 500 feet and 70 knots taking off from the LZ. 
One UH-IC gunship was hit at 3000 feet and 80 knots while attacking a 
target. Nine aircraft were hit by small arms; the one aircraft that was 
forced t -' land was hit by an unknown type of fire. 

The 185 aircraft (134 UH-1H, 12 UH-lC, 39 AH-lG) flew a total 
of 373 hours, and a total of 686 sorties. 

2. CASUALTIES 

Only three minor p~r30nnel injuries were"incurred during the 
assault. 

3. DOWNED AIRCRAFT RECOVER Y 

The UH-IH which was forced to land on the LZ was not recovered. 
This aircraft wal destroyed al not recoverable because of the fast­
moving character of the tactical situation. 

, 
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GEN BERRY: 

SE~ 'TION IX 
AIRMOBILE STUDY GRorfp 
COMBAT ASSAULT LZ HOPE 

6 M.."'-RCH 1971 

13 .\f;~ pel' 1 97 1 

I would like to summarize some comments made by Gen Lam prior 
to the combat assault on LZ HOPE. At his 1730 brit.~fing on the 5th 
of March, Gen Lam stated ':This is the principal objec.t of the Rt![lublic 
of South Vietnam; that is, the landing of Vietnamese troops in the 
Tchepone areal'. He reaffirmed that the landing ,,'(ould be made a mo,tter 
of highest priority, no matter what size unit would ce placeri' on thE' 
ground. He made reference to the SUcces s uf the combat as s;ults 
which had preceded this attempt. The atmospher-e ,vas not as tense as 
it was on the 2nd and 3rd of March prior to the lancF:lt! at l,Z LOLO. 
LZ LIZ on the 4th and SO PHL.o\ on the 5th. Two b:l:: ,lC t, la :1·:: iii LV' 
LZ HOPE area. The 3rd battalion would be availablf' on call. Gen 
Lam placed emphasis on reconnaissancE' by the aiT'cavalry. ase of "~e 
United States Air Force, and deception of the ('n('my in reg",- rrl to tht· 

location of the actual LZ. Vie discussed \I.;ith Gen Lam some of th(! details 
of th,~ landing l' Jeli. With lZOlift ships being used, our av;ation 
would not be able to conduct any other ope rations in the LAMSON 719 
area until the completion of the combat assault on LZ HOPE. At Gen 
Lam's 0815 briefing on the mnrning of 6 March, the day' of the 
combat assault on LZ HOPE, final details were discussed. 1 pointE'd 
out to Gen Lam that time and fuel factors involved were important. 
We could expect that the troop lift would have about 30 minutes in the 
objective area. I made this point to cmphas j ze to Gen Lam that 
once the decision was made to conduct the combat assault, we had to 
go forward or lose the time taken to return to a ref\leling area, 
We presented to Gen Lam the full details of tht:' com:::ctt as sault, 
discussing the employment of FAC's, Air CaY, anrl preparatory fire. 
The general atmosphere at the briefing was unE' of cbnfid(~nce and deter­
mination that the operation would be a SUCCt~ss. There would-b-e extremely 
heavy enemy antiaircraft fire and this "vould' be a difficult combat 
assault, but I believed it would succeed . 
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MAJ KLOSE: 

The assault of a 57 kilometer on" -way distance of two battalion~ 
from KILO to HOPE was to be nmducted maintaining t1w tactical 
integrity of the tV10 battalions \uith 120 lift ships. Th.> battalions 
were to go in consecutively, olle behind th other, with n1inirnurn delay. 

COL DAVIS: 

Because of the distance and heavy anliaircraft concentrations in 
the area.'ne planning factor was the asser.lblage of enough aircraft to 
move both battalions in simultaneous lifts. The breakdown of C&C as::1ign­
menta of aircraft is as follows: CO of the 223d was given the 
responsibility of being the AMC [or the insertion oj the hl.no 2nd 
battalions. In addition, he was given the respol1~ibi1ity of coordinati'm 
of recon and airstrikes in the landing area. The second flight of 
60 aircraft was to put in the 2nd Battalion under the CO of the 
l58th Battalion. The critical factor was that the 2nd Ddttalion 
was to start on order, nc! .: ,': . ,I ,-~cd tirne. The ;;tart time was 
to be determined by the AMC aiter the results of the C;l·., l'(;con in the 
area had been evaluated. The 2nd Battalion was 10 launch on orcie r. The 
point we are getting at is tha.t until we asee rtained the 5 ituation in the 
objective area. the sc;cond flight of 60 aircraft waS'not to be launcher!. 
We could not have that many aircraft orbiting, waiting for tlle decision to 
insert. If this would have occur red, we would have had to cycle 175 air­
craft back to POL, which would have caused a two hour- dt>lay. The l2.~d 
had two C&C, 63 lift, .three of which were to b.:: employed as chase air­
craft. and 18 gunships. The 158th Bn haJ two C&C, 62 lift, two of ·'J' ... hlCh 
were to be chase aircraft, and 14 gunships. The total number of shi.ps 
employed was 175, not including the Cav and ARA. One additionai C & C 
factor: the CO of the 10lst was given the rf':>ponsibility of recovering 
downed aircraft and crews. He was to n1onitor the Alv1.C's control net, and 
control the recovery of downed aircraft and crews. The procc,"re had 
been employed in the past, but because of the size of the mission, it was 
placed under the control of a battalion ~ommander. The aircraft were 
to be assembled at Rhe Sanh except for the 2 lilt cot!lpanies of the 
ZZ3d who would be assembled at PZ OSCAR •. An important <:<?rl.~ideration 
here is that aircraft were ma ssed at a forward staging area, a high risk 
operation. This was reco gnized at the tin1.c it was done. However, sev­
eral of the companies (the 282d and the l.~~~h) had bt!t"n brought into 
the operation the day before. The actual .lSriefing and c·oordination 
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required prior to the launching of an airmohilt~ a . .:;s.wlt of this scal(' 
requires.a detailed briefing of all air crews. Tht"decision to assfc'mble 
the aircraft at Khe Sanh prior to the combat assault was riictatc>d by the 
need of every aircraft commander and flight I.-ad to receive a detailed 
briefing. Ideally, in a lift of this magnitude, the aircraft would arrive 
at the PZ at a prearranged time {rom widely separa.ted lagger areas. 
For a lift of this size, detailed briefings should be \.·onducted at 
least 24 hours before. This is not a rigid time factor; but, in an 
operation of this size with the numbe r of units not familiar with the 
area and having only a limited knowledge of the a, ."i. of operation, the 
briefing then becomes a very important factor. 

MAJ CLARK: 

The Cay started reconnaistgance of the area about five days 
prior to 6 March. Our mission at the time "as just general r.econ to 
try to locate and destroy antiaircraft weapons and pick out 
possible LZ areas that would make goo.:l. LZ' s for future operations. 
When we got into the Tchepone area, the antiaircraft was very heavy . 
. We received 12.7, 14.5, and 37mm antiaircraft fire. You couldn't 
get into the area wihout getting shot at from altitudE'€ of 2000-7000 
feet. We started beating down the antiaircraft fire by using 
gunships, ARA, and airstrikes on every target we ~buld locate, and 
systematically hitting targets of opportunity \I;h~re -antiaircraft 
could be located. There was always at least one troop in the 
Tchepone area. illtimately on the 6th, we put three troops working 
in the area. On 6 March, 2 troops were on station at 0830. A Troop 
worked Route 9 to about two kilometers north of Routt' 9 and C Troop 
worked the high ground about 5 kilometers north. Both had the mission 
of selecting LZ's and employing airstrikes and marking antiaircraft wea­
pons. In the northern part of the AO, we found 12. 7' s. This was the 
only weapon we could piCK up at the time. C Troop employed airstrikes 
on this weapon. In the southern part near Route 9 we took no fire 
at all. We had people working the low ground looking for secondary LZ's 
which appeared to be made by Commando Vaults or Daisy Cutters. We 
conducted a VR completely around the area in a 3 kilometer radius and 
took no fire. We located a motor complex with man-y 55-gallon drums, 
POL, 7 vehicles, tire s, and several large cache pits. Thiswa-s 
passed to the AMC. Airstrikes were continually employed in the 
north and then in the south at that time since we did not take any fir~.· 
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We started VR south of Route 9, selected apprua'ch and nepartu,'c routes 
into the secondary LZ in case that 011(' would bt' uscd. My recommendation 
to the AMC was that the southern LZ be used for the lift. All ',ough we 
bad located 7 antiaircraft weapons in the northern ~,Z and destroyed tht'n1. 
it was my estimate that because it was on the higb i~ ro und, we 'Nould be 
expoaed to more antiair craft fire. 

GEN BERRY: 

Going back to the initial pa.ttern given by Gen Lam, he wanted 
the LZ to be on the high ground. On the morning of b March I had 
reservations about employing the high ground LZ. I hoped the AMC 
and Grwnd COnIDlander would go along with the recommendation of the 
Cav commander and use the 10',1,1 ground LZ. 

!-.!AJ CLARK: 

I think one thing that convinced him to use the low ground \':a5 the 
POL area and cache sites that were disco\rered. .~l':'.J, we b,~i :-.ot 
received any ground fire in that area. We also picked up five new 
5 -ton trucks in storage areas south of Route 9. The AMC ar.d Ground 
COlnmander did concur with the Cay C0mmander ;nd selected the low 
ground. Based on that selection, we started employing air strike s com­
pletely around the LZ, to the north and south, to prepare departure 
routes. At that time 1 also recommended to the AMC that \ve have a smoke 
screen placed north of the LZ which would screen the high ground if the 
37mm and 12. 7mm were still present. This would block the approach 
routes into the LZ. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

We had three possible LZfs on the itinerary before we got out 
there. The moment the three were initially selected, Gen Lam wanted the 
high ground as did Col Chung, the regimental comma.nder. Between the 
high ground and the northernmost LZ, there was a fre 5h ARC LIGHT, 
which Chung wanted as a fallback position. At aboul this time., at the 
LZ we did go into, the Cav reported the supply complex to the east 
and we put an airstrike on it. It was my estimation that this supply 
area find was what made the Ground Commander foHow the AMC I S recom­
mendation and .go into that area as an L~: .. 
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GEN BERRY: 

Gen Lam's stated preference on the 5th was for the high ground 
LZ. On 5 March it was rcport~ ~ that tanks were in thl~ Tchepone 
area. That factor led Cen Lam to shy away from the low ground LZ. 
I believe he visualized the low ground LZ as being quite open to tank 
operations. The fact is that the low g !'ound was quit e heavily 
vegetated and I believe it \'.'ould have considerably interfered with 
tank operations. 

COL DAVIS: 

Again, the LZ selected was a compromise which was defendable from 
the armor threat. The LZ we actually went into was not the VIC TOR Y 
area we discussed, but rather an area on the ground which was definitely 
low ground near the river. 

GEN BERRY: 

The actual landing ,~une w; ..... s on tI.l· LJ.,.·.·r l:il.'·.lthl'rn slopes of 
the high ground we have been discussing. It ',vas not the lowe st grou nd 
in the area. 

COL DAVIS: 

I would like to switch now to after the 2000 hour briefing which 
we had here on the night of the 5th. We turned the planning ses sian 
over to the 2Z3d Bn Corrunander. 

MAJ KLOSE: 
, 

All flight leads were here. We covered radio frequencies, routes 
of flight, the recommended altitudes, and the concept and employment 
of the guns. At my briefing, everyone got that. The 158th then 
continued with only their commanders but they were going to follow the 
identical flight route that we would follow. 

COL DAVIS: 

It was a normal preoperational briefing. 



•• t 

... : :1#4"'" 
:i".: ... 

. . ~ '. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

It showed up that day. We had new people in the AO that came up 
specifically to support this operation. It was Cl::i scntic1J th<lt t"ach 
aircraft commander understand what was going on. No one should ever 
arrlv" accidentally in any part or the area of operations. 

COL DAVIS: 

All the company commanders I believe were ht;~re that night. I will 
testify for the six companies of the 10 1st Gr .up. These flights 
would be led by the company com..m.ander, and I believe it was the same 
for the 223d and the 14th Bn. We did in fact have the company com­
manders leading. It goes without saying that every time you do something 
big, it is not the time for the company commander to be in the rear. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

The flight altitude was 5500. The route of flight was KILO to HOTE L 
direct to DELTA 1, BROWN, LOLO, LIZ, SOPHIA, departing SOPHIA on 
a heading of 350 with a rapid descent. After the first night left 
DELTA, we recommended 3500 feet at SOPHIA, st/rt letdown at LOLO 
and make the turn at 3500 feet in a relatively short distance, approaching 
auto-rotation velocity. The return route was the s';me way. You were 
climbing out of SOPHIA all the way to 5500 feet. For a1\ ope ration of 
this size, we really haven't said much about the> organization of the 
PZ. There were two control elements in the PZ. The internal control 
was provided by the 2nd Battalion and their pathfinders. We had the 
HEADHUNTER pathfinders in combination with the combined 10 lst and 
223d pathfinder teams. They organiz~d the first 20 loads. These troops 
then moved to their parked aircraft. The 21 through 120 sorties came 
from two positions on the ,top of the hill at OSCAR. They loaded from the 
north and the south, so they could handle two aircraft in the PZ at the 
same time. The third control element was the advisor staff of the 2d 
Regiment. They made the liaison between the American pathfindf>Ts, 
the ARVN pathfinders, and the A1{VN oattalions. It worked very well. 
Also, we had a C8cC ship over the PZ. It worked .fine through the first 
40 loads_ We had two companies which did not get to the PZ. They 
headed lor Quang Tri when Khe Sanh received the rocket atta'ck- and 
they became the 101-120 )rties. 
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lv1AJ CLARK: 

I think one other thing that nay have hdpf'd ·.,as that; s(~nt one 
Cay troop north of the LZ on the high g;round. I p'lt t1'c ~,.<cond 

Cay troop south of the LZ underneath the approach T0U:'~S. ,\s the 
slicks were descending, I had gunships from the Cav V~~ around the. 
approach routes. Any targets we could pick up, we .. ,uuld idt with ARA 
or other guns. I thi"k this helped suppress any fire that may h:lVe been 
taken along the app ,l.ch routes. 

}viAJ KLOSE: 

II we were to do this again, I would recommend thE' ;y'uling of 
guns instead of having them split up among battalio::-1s. ·.l·t,~ could have 
handed them 0[[ to the Cav troops in the objective area. ThE'rc ,hould 
be one aircraft who does nothing b'G.t ku:~p up with all guns. E:,.' should 
know who is rearming and refueling, '~'ho is enroutc, and who is replac­
ing whom. This way we could hd.ve c:;""tinuous coverage. We pla:\ncd 
initially for 45 minutes on station for Cobras !AH ~ IG I s) and 40 
minutes for C '.l"rlie guns (UH-lC'sL If wc \\()uld: " :} "1:- '·."sets 
and planned for about 30 minutes for Cobras and ZU :i1~~!ltl~H fur Charlie 
guns, we would have had enough g .::-15 within the objective art-a to cover 
both battalions. The Charlie guns had a corridor f~om SOPI-iL>\ to the 
LZ. There was a Cobra CAP arour.d the LZ under' the command of the Cav 
troop. In addition, the Charlie guns were under the Cay troop. They 
had to keep changing frequencies. \"'e solved this problem because 
there were only two Victor (VHF) frequencies available for Charlie guns. 
Charlie guns now came up on the FM frequ("ncy of the Cav. It is an 
additional burden on the FM, but you can talk to e.crybudy :vou '\\"ar-t to 
with,out having to change frequencies. It is ahvays a problem because 
of the limited communications of the Charlie guns. 

r 

MAJ MILLS: 

The-two ARA guns in the CAP worked with th(? C:.w troop on the 
south, monitoring DRAGON's UHF. We were on VHF wlth the Cav and 
we switched several times on the FM from DRAGON to the troops on the 
ground. .-

lviAJ KLOSE: 

-
From a C&C aspect, we had four de dgnatcd C~..:C I s. The. regimental 
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commander with the CO of the 223d was tile primary C&C. 
Beca· ,se bf the distance and the limited time on station, an 
alternate C&C for the 223d with a membc r of thp- regimental staff 
was used for their lift. The CO of the 158th as the AMC for the 
second lift also had an alternate C&C aircraft. In addition we had 
the C&C or the AMC for the downed a~rcr3.ft recovery, and a C&C 
to control ( '!rations at the PZ. 

1'.1AJ CLARK: 

With e.1ch Cav troop we had two C&C! 5. One remaint!d on station 
so we always had a C&C there. As it worked out, the one in the north 
took charge of putting airstrikes north of the LZ and the OJ1e in 
the south was calling in ARA. They had about one hour on station. 
We would leave a little early so that we had no lost time out th(~re. 
The squadron commander was overhead so he couU l':'Ke contI'ol any time. 

~v!.AJ KLOSE: 

It would be nice to have all ,-,~gilt '.;' .. ,-,: •. tape recorder in the 
C&C aircraft. It could pick up the FM, VHF, and intercom traffic 
on all tracks. It should be cartridge tyP(~ with Z hour 30 minute 
capability, which would coincide with refueling cap',:bilities. You could 
change the cassettes when you refueled. Then when we came back to, 

reconstruct, we have everything that occurreci recorded. The tapes 
can be erased if nothing of a critical nature happened. But if it did~ 
we would know exactly who talked to \vhom and when. We would h';;Je it 
reco ded in all C&C aircraft. It would be a small addition when we finally 
'standardize the C&C console to have one of these cassettes in it. We 
should have one in the Cav C&C's, and perhaps in all recon and 
surveillance aircraft as "'lell as all airml)bile C&C 's. 

COL DAVIS: 

It would aid in debriefing all recOlt and surveillance pilots 
also. It would aid anybody who wanted to reconst!·uct what happened. 

eEN BERRY: 

I think it is, important to record in any airmobile operation . 
... ~- . .. 
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This is particularly true of a combinel'i operation such as LAMSON 719. 
In the air over the LZ there must be a senior COITunander who is 
empowered with the "go" or "no-go" d\;~cbdon. This commander 5h mId 
be someone separate from the AMC anu the direct Ground Commandc r anii 
the Cav conunander. These commanders are involved in the operation 
and the details of what is happening. They probably lack the detachment 
and the relative objectivity to see all aspects of the operation and 
hence are not in the best position to nlake the "go" or "no-go" decision. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

The smoke was put in at about the right altitude and "as very effective. 
There were two smoke sorties east to west just north of the LZ 
and they were put in at the right altitude. 

GEN BERRY: 

The smoke was late. It was absent at the critical touchdown time. 
This was a result of two factors. The first was the rocket attack 
on the staging area at lehe Sanh 15 minutes prior to start time. 
Because of this, the troop lift aircraft were launch0,d earlit' (' than 
had been planned. This led per',aps to the AMC giving too short notice 
to the FAC that the ships were about to touch do~\'n .... Secondly, according 
to the FAC, the fighterR were engaged in refueling: This led to 
a delay in beginning their smoke run. Whatever the case. once again 
for the second day in a row, at the most critical time of the combat 
assault, that is the actual beginning of the touchdown at the LZ. there 
was not a smoke Bcreen laid by Air Force aircraft. The first touchdown 
was at 1206 hours and the smoke actually began at 1216 hours. ten 
minutes after the touchdown. Once the smoke began. it was quite ef­
Iective, but again those ten minutes of combat assault, minus the smoke 
screen, could have been 'Very critical to this operation. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

If combat assaults are going-to get the priority of air in the future, 
1 think that it would be worthwhile that the Air Forc~ know there 
is going to be a combat assault so they <:an preposition a tank.l;!~ 

for whatever fuel they need. I cannot estimate tht! number of times 
we couldn't put in an airstrike because their play time had run out. 
We are getting less than the optimum be~.~lit from the airstrikes 
because we are in a position where we have to use thenl because of 

this time factor. 



• GEN BERay: 

I do think that we ourselves are responsible for some of the lack 
of smoothness in our support from the Air Force. I think N(, as ;5unw too 
many things. We have to brief Air Force representati .... es and give 
them as much advance warning as pos sible. I think we as sume a strike 
will be on station when we want it, We should provide the Air Force 
with as much information as possible and as soon as pos sible. 

COL DAVIS: 

Since the operation has started, we have acquir€'d a Tactical Air 
Control Party for the Cav. In addition to this, I feel in an (jperation 
of this scope, even if it was just the 101st, consideration should be 
given to having an ALO with the Aviation Group. 

GEN BERRY: 

In November or early December of 1970, the 101st Abn Div (Ambl) 
requested that a TACP be assigned to the 2/17 Cav. The H·quest was 

made then because of the independent operations of 'the 2/17 in the 
Division recon role in the A Shau Valley and the Khe Sanh area. 
XXIV Corps recommended approval. At the begin~ing of pLmning in 
,11.uary for LAMSON 719, the lOlst recommended on several occasions, 
through XXIV Corps, that a full TACP be assigned to advanc,· head­
quarters at Khe Sanh. The Air Force approved this but s tat·~J a shortage 
of radio equipment and personnel. I was unable to und"}"stano why the 
Air Force was unable to supply us with a TACP for an operation of 
this scale and importance. One of the abiding lessons of this operation 
is tha.t we ha.ve to recognize the intimate rdatiollship of the Army and 
Air Force in the airmobi1~ operation. However, the Army aviation 
assets and the ground as sets did not have the direct ::iupport of the 
TACP. We are not realizing the maximum effectiveness of tactical 
air in th!s airmobile operation. 

LT CLARK, AS5T G-Z, 1015T ABN DIV (AMBL): . 

When the Zd Regiment got on the grrund, they found 453'NVA 
bodies, two 37mm antiaircraft guns, and fifteen 12. 7mm machineguns. 
This shows that the extensive preps by ARC LIGHTS, airstrikes, and 
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• gunships were effective. The fact that the enemy was deceived "U3 to 
the loc~tion of the LZ and was destroyed- by the preparation is 
undoubtedly one of the reasons why the Opt' ration succeeded. Th,~ re \\'c"c 

at least three battalions .of enemy in the area. If they had not been 
destroyed and would have been concentrated on the LZ, We would not hav", 
succeeded. They would have been able to knock the aircraft out of the 
air quite easily. It took a tremend,:,:lS numbC'r of airstrikes to get a 
successful operation on the ground. Unless I am deceived, elements of 
the Znd Regiment went through the area very quickly and the bomb 
damage assessment was nowhere near complete. It is possible that a 
great nt;mber of these bodies and items of equipment were the rtc'sult of 
airstrikes and Cav action from airstrikes and as much as a week prior 
to the actual landing. However, it appears that most of it was a 
result of action Z4 hours prior to the landing. The actual size of the 
enemy force in the area in my estimation was at least two battalions, 
both of which had antiaircraft weapons. 

COL DAVIS: 

Let's turn to crew and aircraft recovery. 

LTC PEACHEY: CO, l58th AHB 

I briefed my pilots to have 30 seconds between aircraft. If a 
helicopter went down, the one right behind him would circle his location. 
The others would continue on until We could get the recovery aircraft 
to identify the downed helicopter and its location. I really fell 
that this was the only way we were going to find downed aircraft in that 
ZO-foot grass. On the route out, I elected to keep all of my peuple 
over the high ground to the south. My people were to go in at 5500 feet 
to SOPHIA, turn to a heading of 340 direct! y into the LZ and back out 
on the same route climbing to 6500 feet. We came back 1000 hight>r tha'l 
we went in. Other than that, my briefing was icl~ntical to the one 
given by the ZZ3d. My flight leaders and company commanders con­
trolled their .flights on VHF. EveryorH,.turned to UHF, but onl/ the 
.flight leads, guns, and myself used the UHF unlcs~ there was an 
emergency. I used FM to secure transm.issions bctwcl.:'n the flight leads. 
I briefed thoroughly on everything I knev ... · about the area as Id.l\\:ays have 
and always will. I think you have to lell it like it is. Tell them what you 
are going to do and then you do it. YOIl have to train the juniors. They 

IX-II 



• 

.1fin 

have to know, what goes into one of these combat aSl:iault::L So if you 
brief thoroughly on every stcp, you will have the a:J':a.ntage uf enabling 
the chain' of command to go on, even if a ke y ship is l'~noLkcd Jo\\'n. 

I think that the thing I disagree with on HOP}' was ,':hen I took my 
flights in there. We drew fire and I could not get immediate h:Rponse 
from the guns. I think the guns have got to escort ill, a'hi to put the guns 
in CAP loses their effectiveness. We got three or four ARVN \,,'o' . .mded 
coming over the river. We finally got some fire in thet"c, hut I'l.'o')uld 
recommend in the future that each flight commande r co:.trol his O'.':n 
guns. Have them shoot along the flight path. We CCHlld not return fire 
along the south of the river because there were fricndlies dawn there. 
It is better to have a free fire ZO,le than to plan flight rouh~::> over friend­
ly locations. Every time I have flown over frienuly troo?s, going into 
their LZ, I have taken fire. When I could get into a free iire zone and 
suppress with my escort guns and doo . gunners, my losses were not 
as great. 

MA.:: KLOSE: 

There is just one problem. In area s \vhere yrJ) .. .... u~l<1 suppre S:3, 

there is a lot of antiaircraft fire. west of .\'LUOI, all the way down that 
valley. 

LTC PEACHEY: 

,All the way to SOPHIA is a good flight route. We took no fire, we 
were at altitude. I am speaking of wht'n you turn final into the LZ, and 
I am not criticizing the operation. We have learned, and will c(,;)tinue 
to learn, that flying over friendly locati l)nS is inviting disaste r. it is a 
much better idea. when you have to let down to a low altitude from 
approa.ch altitude, to be ov,er a free fire zone, \,vhich you can suppress 
with escort guns and your guns. We should try to get a route in '.vhich 
our final approach, at least a kilometer, is over an area we can suppress. 

LTC KIRKLIGHTER: 

On our final approach, we used a Duttunhook. V;-c took all our 
fire on Ii nal approach so we had to eliminate it. 'tVe us pel 17.:r:'z'70 
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degree buttonhooks. WI..' used a side appro;).ch so they don't stack 
up on final. We learned that early and ('1imin;,tl..~d it. The rf' should b~ 
no final a-pprl.ch if pos sible. 

COL DAVIS: 

Most of the things which we have hit on are variancE's. There 
is no radical change of procedure; only a change of technique. A 
long shallow approach in this environment is not the answer. As to 
whether the friendlies clfford the best proltctiun or not in this particular 
C3.se, the mlS'der is no. To others it has been yes. I think you just 
need a rapid assessment of the situation and then need to plan 
accordingl y. 

MAJ CLARK: 

In this case, we did not have a choice to gu west. If we went 
west, we would have taken 37mm;: d Z3mm fire and got shot dmvn. 

GEN BERRY: 

I don't understand how yqu eliminate a final appro3(:h bl using 
a buttonhook. 

:MA] KLOSE: 

We use a 180 degree side approach, just li:<e a 180 {icg ree auto­
rotation. We don't go into auto-rotation, but it approaches auto­
rotation velocity. It is the tightest approach you can rnake. 

LTC KIRK LIGHTER: 

. 
On the escarpment, we had been getting to the west, but the 

winds were high and from the cast. Not wishing to go west, we went 
in on a long final east, trying to make a fast U-turn. A lot depends 
on y.rhat the Cay tells us. 

LTC PEACHEY: 

They can tell you exactly what your approach should be. They tell 
us whether it sh.ould be low level for the last kilolI1etf"r or if it should 
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be a long descending a.pproach.· It will vary from day to nay. The Cav 
is the only unit that can give you that i .. tformation I'nlcs!:! you go in 
with YO\lr first 18 slicks and find out for yourself. 

GEN BERRY: 

It appears we are moving the Cav out of its old role of far out 
recon. The question is, have any of you see-n the Cav uSf'd in thb role 
before in such an important and intimate as soda.tion with the 
comt::lt assault? 

LTC PEACHEY: 

We have always used the' Cav to ree on the area. Take for instance 
last 8ununer when we went into the LZ's around EAGLE'S NEST. 
The Cav went out and located the weapons for us. In the past, in more 
or less static posture, we had difficulties in getting the Cav .• It 
was always employed somewhere else. They can go out and .-ind the 
enemy. The Cav's normal role is one of recon and security. 

COL DAVIS: 

The only thing that has bee'n added to it is the fire support and 
"oordination aspect. I don't think th,il it is veqr fa'i: remover! 
from its role. Having the gunships CAP the LZ probably is a. departure. 

LTC KIRKLIGHTER: 

Once we commit ourselves to go into the LZ, we have TAG ",ir, 
but it is no longer useable in the LZ. The Cav is given a screening 
role, and it doesn't do any good for them to just ny back and forth 
unless they have weapons to employ. I don't think this is a departure 
from long range recon. Actually any airmobile operation is long 
ral gee At one time or another, friendlies get close and it ceases 
to be 101,S range. 

LTC PEACHEY: 

. Their (the Cav's) recon, security and screening role and- -
employment of supporting fires is part of thei.r role. We are assigned 
responsibility for initial recon of seh~ction of LZ's, approal:h and 
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departure routes, and t; 'gets for TAC air. When the assa.ult is 
initiated, the Cay moves out and goes into recan, 'security and scrc("ning 
roles. Control of all escorting gun.Jhips and the n i!::hts is also the 
responsibility of the Cay. 

COL DAVIS: 

The area in which the Cav is working versus the area of the 
escort gunships, is designated by the A~!C in his . 'Ll~C(j.t"r)'1 or ;:dr 
space. In final analysis, the AMC is responsible for eVt!rything that 
goea on in the area. 

GEN BERRY: 

I think the classic term "recon and security role" covers it all. 
The Cay recons and then ass ists in securing the LZ and sur r~,u:ldin6 

MAJ KLOSE: 

The operation v/as the best that we}: \.Vt~ beer-R _:""~-'·~·/cd :r. nf al: 
the airmobile assaults. The Cay was used extremely v.,ell in the 
mission that it was designed for. The final ship "',as in at 13 43. 
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SECTION X 
TLE EXTRACTION OF 

4TH BATTALION, 1ST RSGT1\{ENT, 1ST ARVN IN'r·1ANTHY DIVISION 
18 MARCH 1971 

The extraction of the 4th 13n, 1st Regt, 1st Inf Div was accomplished 
on 18 March 1971, along with other e1emep.ts of the 1st Hegt. Plans 
to extract this Bn had ~~en in tb~ IJ1:1king fo'" seve ral days. The unit 
was scheduled to withe LW from an area south of FE LOLO where it 
was conducting search '"'Jcr~l.tjons f()r enemy cache sites and inter­
dicting Route 914. This withdrawal was advanced because it became 
impossible to resupply the Bn as a result of intense antiaircraft fire 
and indirect fire directed against the g round troops when re supply air­
craft approached the friendly positions. The battalion commander re­
quested that the attempts to resupply be aborted. The casualties and 
potential casualties from enemy mortar fire were more detrim.· ,tal 
to the unit than not being resupplied. 

, The 223d CAB was r,h'c n th :'1!>' ",ion to extract the 4th Bn, 1st 
Regt from a field locatioll ,<.Jll 1:; ~'-i",,-~ ..... 11. 1 i~i] ~ .. J.t~ ; ~, .. :Il ha.u l)ec'n in 

contact and moving north to'ward the e: arpment for sever.ll days. Once 
t..h.e ba: ::ilic1 reached a suitable pickup site the aircraft would begin the 
ex~r·action. The planned pickup point was 10 be on the top of the escarp­
ment on 15 March. Radio contact ":.l5 sporadic due to the unit's con­
stant movement and weak radio batteries as a result of not being 
resupplied. The battalion's location was uny,no\vn on 1 Sand 16 ~1arch; 
therefore the extraction was not attempted or accomplished. The 1st 
Regt headquarters believed the 4th Battalion was moving east OIl the 
high ground toward LZ BROWN. Since the battalion's location was not 
known as late as 17 March the Deputy COinmander, 1st Regt, 1st ARVN 
In! Div personally attemp.ted to establish contact. The Deputy Commander 
went to the area where the battalion was thought to be located with the 
CO. 223d CAB (the AMC for the extraction), The 4th Battalion was 
found hiZh on the escarpment (XD 448380) late on the aIternoon oI 17 
March. Both the Deputy Regimental COITlmander and the 4th Battalion· 
Commander wanted to extract the battalion at that time. A Troop, 2d 
Squadron, 17th Cavalry conducted a low visual reconnaissance of the 
area and reported that the unit was not nea r any Imitable pic1(up zone. 
This coupled with the impending darkness and heavy antiaircraft fire 
in the area cau\3ed the extraction to be postponed until the folJowing day. 
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The lIt Regimental Commander was informed of the situation and 
conferred wUh the 4th Battalion Commander. ' It was dedrJed that 
the battalion would rno-/e that night to the northeast to find a suitable 
PZ and would attempt to breuk contacl with the NV A element which 
was pursuing it. One company dt!cided to move by itself and did 80 

to the north. The .AMC was informed of thi IS decisioll and returned 
hie flight to its home station. The planni I)C the flight route, approach 
and dep<l ·ture routes, etc, could not be ac(.,)mplished the evening of 
17 March since the PZ had not yet been esta bli shed. The 4th Ba rtalion 
requested gu."lships to orbit overhead while the battalion moved north­
east. The battalion was surrounded and in contact at this ti ne. 

At 2330 hour. 17 March the AMC w3S notified to put three lift 
aircraft and two J::uD.Ghips on standby Cor an emer gency rc !Jupply of 
the 4th Battalion • .At 0015 hours IS March the aircraft depart. Dong 
Sa Combat Base and arrived at KILO pad at 0 LO hours fo'r a brl ding 
by the ARVN and US advisors. The exact location of the 4th Bn ,,'as 
unknown at this time. At 0200 houra two UII-H·r aircraft and two 
UH-lee aircraft departed .Y.1LO pad v/ith sling loads of ammunition, 
L~d and ;3.tieriea. This third lift air-era ft was not needed. Th,! air­
craft eotabliahed contact with the FAC who was ~jjnt;.:oIHng the USAF 
gunship!'! (C-130 tfl) that were providing fire support for the battalioTl. 
The FAC in!llructt!d t~e aircraft to orbit over hOTEL until visual 
co act could be re-estab1i8hed with the 4th battalion. The ai rc ra ft 
were held in orbit so long that it became necessary to return to Khe 
Sanh to reCuel. The aircraft dropped off the sling loads at KILO. 
By this time low ceilings and ground fog were present in the border 
area. The lead UH-IH went IFR shortly a fter departing KI LO and had 
to make an instrument approach at Khe Sanh. The ~econd UH-IH 
stayed close to the road and was able to climb and orbit at HOTEL. 
The helicopter gunships had to return to KILO because of the poor 
viSibility. The resupply was consequently callen of( in the absence of 
hellcopter gunships n ~eded to escort the UR-HI aircraft into the LZ. 

Ot',er elements of the 1st Reglment extracted on 18 March included 
elements of the following units: the let Regt CPt an engineer companr 
the r egt recon company, artillery, the 3d InC Bn,- the 1 st I.p} _Bn, and the 
2.d InC Bn. These elements had been located on and around FB LOLO 
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until the lit A RV In! r iv Comm- :lder decided to destroy the howitzers 
and withdraw Crom the fireba.8e. This decision wal:! made in light of 
the (.\.let that resupply was i ;:.posaible because of the tndire{~:_ fire attadt.s 
oC the FB whenever reGupply helic)pters approach:~d. The last supply 
mission into the FB was nown on 12 ~ .. {archt at which tim, the fire 
base was surrounded by NVA unitfl. Tht"! [ire base was !:Iubse:;.uently 
completely evacuated, the occupants moving out ~o the north. The 
pro ;rity for extractions on 18 March was first to pic!;;: 'Jp th: 1st Regt 
CP and all collocated ARVr-J elements. After th:· .".\;3 cO:l:Fte~ed the 
4th Battalion. lilt Re..;irnent was to be picked up at a PZ. The locations 
of the PZ'a (.:.r both of these extractions were n(;~ biow until raJio and 
visual contact were established the day of the extraction. 

At 0830 hours the AMC picked up the ASRistant Divisilll1 Commander, 
ht .A RVN InC Div, and proceeded to the area where the R esimen~al 
CP and other elements of the 1st Regiment were locatf'd (X.o51 03 80). 
The .A8sif.!3.:1.t Division Commander told the AMC tn<:lt tile Regimental 
Commander would be picked up by the first aircraft and taken to DELTI 
1. The AMC requcflted the ground elements to use smoke to mark 
their location; howevt.:r Drnvl;:.c was not etr.plo:,'" ~.:-c.n~~. c.", .. 1fie the 
ground unit. did not have any sn~o~c capJ.bility. Th~ C' 'va s vi£ually 
located by the 2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry te:::l.In that was ser een~l;g the 
area to the wellt of where the ni.:;ht was orbiting.' The .J.clu 11 location 
of the Regimental CP was at a good PZ at grid XD,tSIJ3Bl. The Cav 
team conducted a visual reconnaias3.:'''lce of the area aro.lnd the PZ .and 
·drew only light fire. Thererore onty minimum prepara.~or~" 'ires were 
placed along the recommenJeJflight route and the area ;;1'0 .. 1d the PZ. 
The extractkn conunenced at 1100 hours and moved the lst Regimental 
CP and elements of an engineer company; Regt .C'econnai~!ancc company; 
artillery personnel; 3d Inf Bn, 1st Regt; 1st Inf En, 1st Regt; and 2d 
Int Bn., !at Regt. respectively, to LZ KILO. The extraction of 796 
personnel, 88 oC whom"were VIlA, was completed at 1240 hO:Jrs using 
an ACL of seven paasengers per UH-IH. 

Tlle night received 12. 7:rxun macJline gun and small arms fire Crom 
the escarpment between the 47 and~9 north-south grid lines south of 
the PZ. However, no aircraft were destroyed or shot do .... -n. TA C air 
was employed on these targets along the escarpmen~ in the "~JOLO area. 
The Air Force provided one set of fighter-bombers C!very 15 minutes, 
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employing lorties of hard 1,on.ibs, CBU- 16, a c 'r.:1~\ination OJ' high-drag 
bomb. and napalm, and a smoke screen which was'.id from cast to 
west,' north of the river. Thf~Cav tcarn"l screened llorth and west of 
the Xe Pon River. The AR ;.\ pr~wid .ri coverage cn the valley floor 
while escort gunships covered U-.e liit aircraft on approach <md dcp:ntnre. 
The C.w .'.nd ARA ~ach had t, teams of Ccbrao whid', rOlated on 

station to provide c'_nUnUOUE Ncrage. The elc!:rl ;hips also 
rotated on 8tation. 

Upon completion of the extraction, the A:tv; returned to the 1st 
;, .VN Inf Div headquartl:J:d to v,';:.it lr;,r tfu.! 4th Inf B11 to reach a PZ. 
T.Ile battalion had been tnoving during the morning extraction. At 
lZ30 hours the AMC was told to pi ck up the 1st R eginlental Commander 
at DELTA 1. The location of the 4th Battalion according to the Regi­
mental C~;nmander was Irid XD4S3389. The unit had no smoke cap 
ability bu.t dld display a marking panel. A iter a few minut,ea of search­
ing the ARA located the m;::,.r'hing panal at grid XD·1533S<4. 500 meters 
50uth o£ the coordin::\tes given to the AMC by the Regimental Comm~nder. 
The battalion was complet>:ly surrounded and in heavy contact. The 
battalion conlIn3I!.I:;"::,, ~l.' ' " ' ?~"l ann a hl!r-
geant was in comrn,'lnd. ARA,Yas instructed tu contact tho, nergeant nd 
fire close lJupporting fires. He reported that all his men .are withing 
two hundred m~terB of the ?.:-~;);;l marker. ARA 'tVal! the only (ire support 
employed to the Vlest o£ the fdW1dly eh.:r~1ent s and only when called (or 
hy the ground units. Other £ire support to the west was not possible 
be(:auae the location of the one !)mpany that moved north alone (instead 
of northeaat with the battalion) was unknown. Approximately fifty 
aortiea of TAC air were put in to the north, east and south. The Cav 
teams acreened the areas where T:, C ~l r ;;,,'as n(;;: ';forking. Much of this 
lire support waa employed prior Lo the [hl!lt IIH-IH s.ircraft going into 
the PZ. 

When the AMC and Cav felt the ar,ea wa.s prepped sufficiently the 
lirat attempt W,-1a made. The first lift aircraft successfully made the 
pick-up while taking h • .!avy fire. HQv/{,"J'er, the All-iG that was escort­
ing the fir.t aircraft t 'ok numerous hits and crashed and burned at 
XD453410. The second lift ship was shot dO\Vll at XD460385 as it was 
departing the PZ. The aircraft was landed safely but was.hit by an 
RPG while on the ground. The crew and ARVN passengers were picked 
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up after the area around the downed aircraft was prepp·d by ARA. The 
extraction was then discontinued until more fire support could be 
employed against the enemy targets. The a.ircraft reftH'led at Lang 
Con 'and remained there while the prepa ration continued. 

The heaviest concentration of the enemy was nurth of a horse.~hoe 
bend in the river east uf the 4th Batt?-lion's location in the vicinity of 
XD 455385. The river generally separated the NVA from the ARYN. 
A FAC was on station with a set of fighters armed with cnu ordnance. 
The FAC marked the target area with two marks, XD 455392 and XD 
457384. The FAC instructed the fighters to run the bombs north to south 
or south to north between the marks but nol . '1 drop any bombs west l)[ the 
river. The first fighter's bombs exploded on a line between XD 455386 
and XD 450379. Further preparatory fires were delivered by the Cav 
and ARA; ARA also continued close fire support of the ARVN's west 
, ank without incident. 

Approximately two hours elapsed between the time the extraction was 
broken of[ and the time of its resumption. Prior to the second attempt 
the Cav conducted a visual reconnaissance of the PZ and d!'ew only 
sporadic fire. The Cav recornmendcd an approac}.l from east to west 
and recommended a departure that required a 180 degree pedal turn 
in the PZ and an exit over the approach path. Th~ first few sorties 
into the PZrcported receiving light fire. The pilots of tht> remaining 
eight aircraft reported that they had picked up the 1a~t ARV01 at the PZ. 
The extraction was completed at 1705 hour s. 

Initial contact with the sergeant in charge at thp PZ r-.:vea1ed that 
65 personnel were to be extracted. The number of personnel actually 
e;..tracted was 82. Five aircraft were damaged by ground fire: three 
UH-IH's, one UH-IC and one AH-IG. Two AH-IG's and one U::-IH 
aircraft were destroyed. The two pilots in the destroyed AH-IG were 
classified as MIA as a reiult of the airc,rait crashing and burning. 

- One other US personnel was WIA. The one company that broke off 
from the 4th Battalion in an attempt to find its own PZ was not extracted 
with the b_attalion. 
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