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HERALDRY

DESCRIPTION OF UNIT CREST

The "Soldiers of The Sky" crest approved by the Institute of
Heraldry, United States Army, and authorized for wear by members
of this unit, consists of a gold colored metal and enamel insignia
1% inches in height. The components are a blue annulet surmounted
by a palr of gold wings with a black bolt barbed and flighted with
gold, Beneath the basic insignia and crossing over the bolt 1s a
gold scroll inscribed "Soldiers of The Sky" in black letters,

SYMBOLISM

The wings represent the aviation function of the battalion,
The bolt, also referred to as a "quarrel" is an arrow used With
the crossbow anq represents the military personnel transported by
the battalion, ’Tha annulet, symbol of fidelity, refers to falth-
fulness to duty. The bolt ahd annulet also suggest the characters

one and zero which corresponds to the battalion's numerical desige-

nation,
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FOREWORD

The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion with its base camp at Dong
Ba Thin, ad jacent to Cam Banh Bay, 1s the only aviation battalion
in the Republic of Vietnam with a completely moblle field head-
quarters and forward operating base, This battalion is unique in
its capabllity to displace to any required location in the republic
with its assigned helicopter companies to undertake combat operation
within twenty four hours after receipt of an alert order, While the

battalion has been continuously committed to the command and control |

of massed aviation assets in support of the Free World Military
Assistance Forces in the Republic of Vietnam, it has concurrently
secured and developed an efficient military post, serving over 3,50C
personnel, from a densely vegetated tropical swamp, The significant
accomplishments and unique capabllities of the 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion have earned for it the niokname "Vagabonds of Vietnam" on
battlefields from the sandy beaches of Tuy Hoa to the mountainous
Jungles of Kontum, The history of the battalion is more than the
chronology of a combat support unit, it is rather an integral part
of the development of the Free World effort in the central sector

of the Republic of Vietnam,

iv

o o v




CHAPTER I

FORMATION
23 AUGUST 1965 - 31 DECEMBER 1965



CHAPTER I
FORMATION
23 August 1385 - 31 December 1965
On 23 August 1965, the Headquarters and Headquarters Company,

10th Aviation Battalion was activated at Fort Benning, Georgia by
General Order Nunter 258, Headquarters, Third U.S, Army. The
first task facing the new unit was the reception and processing
of personnel end equipment in preparation for the long journey to
the Republic of Vietnam, Under the supervision of the 10th Aviation
Group, the unit experienced little difficulty reaching deployable
status by 3 Cctober 1365, The major questions remaining to be an-
swered as the Headquarters and Headquarters Company departed Fort
Penning on the norning of 9 October were the procedures and the

techniques that the unit would utilize to perform its control
function in combat operations,

Tne officers and men travelled by bus to Muscogee County
Alrport and thence by commercilal aircraft to Oakland Army Terminal,
There was no time wasted on the move and late on the evening of 9
Octover, the mailn elements of Headquarters and Headquarters Company
were bound for tne Far East aboard the MSTS McGraw,

On 15 October 1965, a small advance party for the battalion
arrived at Ton Son Nhut Air Base to determine the destination and
assignment of thz unlt, The advance party was briefed at Head-

quarters, USARY and were notified that the 10th Aviation Battalion

was assigned to the 12th Aviation Group under the operational con- |
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trol of I Fisld Forces Vietnan, The location selected for sta-
tioning the new wnit wag Dorg Be Thin, a small strip of land om
the western shore of Cam RBanh Bey,

Can Ranh Bsy is one of the finest natural harbors in the
Orient, Until the eastern peninsula had been sslected for develop=-
ment into a najor airfielé znd loglstical bese by US Forces, the
bay wes used only vy the locai fishing fleet, When the advance
party arrived on 17 October, they found the mainland side of the
bay had heen improved only To the extent that a small dirt aire
strip erd a Special Forces Detacament, Team B=51, were precariously
perched on the only d>y groiand in ths vicinity. The party was
greeted by the 117th Aviation Company (AML), which had established
a temporary bivouac along the periphery of the airstrip, and by the
advance party of the 126th Aviation Company (AML) which was enroute
from Fort Campbell, Kentucky,

Basically, the Dorg Ba Tain area was a swamp with dense Jjungle
vegetatlon inundaved by the heavy railns of the Northeast Monsoon
seagon, The advanc:s perty performed initial site selection and
started a clearing operation.in an effort to permit further Amprove-
ment of tie area,

. At 1000 hours on 238 Celober 1965, the MSTS McGraw docked at
Cam_Banh Bay and by 1300 hours clie main body of the 10th Aviation
Battalion n2d zloged at Douxg Be Thin, The total movement time had
been 13 dars, ThS.ﬁQW zrriTals were greeted Ly Major Constance of

the 117th Aviaticn Zouwpany, Majcr Wiggins of the 126th Aviation

«

Compeany, the =zitallon sivance »ariy and torrential rains,

*,
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' The constiuction of a suitable base camp demanded the efforis
of all personnel to sccomplish the clearing and the filling with
sand to ralse the area above tie seasonal water level, Az the fill
was completed, concrete pads wers »ovred for latrines, showers,
offices and living quarters,

The third unit to Jjcin the 10th Aviation Battalion was the 48th
Aviation Company (AML), which arrived at Phan Rang, approximately 25
miles south of Dong 2a Taln, on 26 Novembder 1965, The tasks facing
this company were similex to those at Dong Ba Tain and the numerous
clearing and consi:uction nrclects were accomplished through the
concentrated effort of all persornel, As soon as minimum acceptable
operating and billeting areas were secured, the attention of the en-
tire battalion was focuszad o Drocessing of equipment, advanced
training and in-country orientation for alr crews to achleve oper=
ational readiness in the shortest possible time,

The 117th Aviation Ccupany was operational upon arrival at Dong
Ba Thin, see Chapter III, o 28 September 1965, The 10th Avietion
Battalion and the 129th Aviation Company became operationel on 15
Decenber 1965 following the comvletion of training exercises cone
ducted in the Dong Ba Thin area., On 25 Dacember 1965, the 145tha
Alrlift Platoon wes asciszned to the 10t Aviation Battalion with
homé station at Na Trang, RV, This platoon was essigned the missic
to provide helilcovter suddert el Trangportaetion for Headquarters,

I Field Forces Vietanan,
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On 31 December 19635, the 48th Aviation Company became
operationally ready tc Joln 1ts sister units which were already
supporting ccabat operatizns in the bitterly contested Tuy Hcea
Valley. As the year drsw Lc & close, the 1Cth Aviation Batitalion
was composed of the following uuaits:

Headquarters and Headquarters Company
L8th Aviatior. Company (AML)
286tk Msdicel Detazhment '
279th Sigral Detachment {Avionics)
29%th Transpertation Detachment (CHFM)
117%h Aviation Compeny {AML) -
130th Medi-al Detachment
256th Signsal Detachment (Avionics)
140th Transportation Detachment (CHFM)
129th Aviation Compeny (AML)
433rd Medical Detachment
296th Signal Detachment (Avionics)
3%4+th Trensportation Detachment {CHFM)
145th Airlift Pletoon
UNIT COMMANDERS
cember 5
10th Aviation Battasiom ., . . . . . . . . . LTC GREGORY T. OLNEY
Headquarters Comrandant ., , . . . . » « « « CPT WALTER KUEHN, JR,
48th Aviation Company e o e o o o o s o o MAY CHARLES H. DRUMMOND
117th Aviation Cozpany . . . . .« « « « «» « MAJ HARBIN A, CONSTAICE
129th Aviatiorn Couznzny . . . - ¢ ¢ o« « .  MAJ LEON H, WIGGINS

145th Airlift PlaZacn e e o s 3 « s » s o MAJ KEVIN E, MURPHY

'
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CHAPTER TI

DEVELOPMENT
1 January 1966 - 31 December 1966

The expansion of Army Avietion commitments in the Republic of
Vietnam was accompanied by several changes to the command relation-
ship and structure of the 1l0th Aviation Battalion during calandar
year 1966, On 26 January 1966, the signal detachment previously
assigned to each of the three helicopter companies was attached te
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1l0th Aviation Battalion.
This change was undertsken to alleviate the problems created by
shortages of qualified technicians, repair parts, and TOLE equipment -
in each detachment. Through consolidation of administrative and
technical supply functions a considerable savings of manpower was
realized, and under the operational control of the Battalion Sisnal
0fficer, individually taillored repair teams were deployed to pro-
vide on-gite avionics support at field locations. The advantages of
this task organization to support the widely dispersed units of the
battalion continued to be evident as the balance of personnel and
equipment were received, and the consolidated avionics teams are
still employed.

Beginning on 1 February 1966, a series of changes took place
in the structure and function of the li45th Ailrlift Platoon at NHA
TRANG. The 10th Aviation Battalion received the assignment of the
2nd Platoon, 171lst Aviation Company per General Orders Number 4,
Headquarters, 1l2th Aviation Group, dated 25 January 1966, This

I1-1



platoon was organized with two sestions, The first composed of the
assets of the 1l45th Airlift Platoon and the second was composed of
an 2irlift platoon formerly attached to the 145%th Aviation Battalion |
stationed at BIEN HCA, BYN, By the end of March all of the essgets
of the 2nd Platoon, 1l71st Aviation Company were stationsd at NHA
TRANG and under operational control of 5th Special Forces Group (ABN.

The 10th Aviation Battalion was released from 12th Aviation
Group end assigned to 17th Aviation Group on 1 March 1966 per Genera:
Order Number 1051, Headquerters, U.S. Army Vietnam, dated 15 Februar:
1966, This action reduced the distance to next higher headquarters
from 170 nautical miles toc 15 nautical miles (NHA TRANG versus

SAIGON), which materially improved the responsiveness of command and
administrative actions,

Base development had progressed sufficiently at DONG BA THIN
during early 1966 to permit the stationing of fixed wing aviation
companies. On 10 March 1966, the 135th Aviation Company (FWLT)
arrived from Fort Bemning, Georgia and was assigned to the 10th
Aviation Battalion undex operational contrcl of Headquarters, I
Field Forces, Vietnam,

On 14 March 1966 ocommand of the 1l0th Aviation Battalion passed
from LTC GREGORY T. OLNEY to LTC ALBERT J, FERN, The ceremony took
place at DONG BA THIN and was ettended by MAJOR GENERAL STANLEY R,
LARSEN, CG I Field Forces Vietnam; COLONEL GERALD M, SHEA, CO 17+th
Aviation Group; COLONEL RAYMOND G. JONES, CO 12th Aviation Group;
and COLONEL C,A. DEASON, CO Nha Trang Support Command,

1I=2



_ On 9 June 1966, the 28ist Aviation Company with its 483rd
Transportation Detachment and LGoth Signal Detachment debarked
from the USNS W.H. GORDON at !NHA TRANG, Thls company had been
zctivated at Fort Benning with the headquarters and support
elements of an airmobile company, less the flight platoons, The
assets and mission of the 2nd Platoon, 171lst Aviation Company
were assigned to the 281st Aviation Company and, upon receipt

of eight additional alrcraft in July, this unit attalined the
came structure as the other three light hellcopter companies of
the 10th Aviation Battalicn, The 281st Aviation Company was
assigned to the battalion in accordance with General Order Num-
ber 27, Headquarters, 17th Aviation Group, dated 14 July 1966
and under operational control cf the 5th Speclal Forces Group it
support reconnaissance and long range patrol activities through-
out the Republic of Vietnamn,

The 183rd Aviation Corpany (Reconnalssance Ailrplane) was sta-
tioned at DONG BA THIN in late June, and assigned to the battalion
per General Order Number 27, Headquarters 17th Aviation Group,
dated 14 July 1966. With the additionof this unit, the ranks of
the 10th Aviation Battallion had swollen to encompass six aviation
companies engaged in almost every facet of combat and combat
suppﬁrt activity in the II Cerps Tactical Zone,

LIEUTEN&Nf COLONEL 3.L., HARRISON assumed command of the 10th
Aviation Battalion during ceremcnies conducted at DONG BA THIN on
12 July 1966, The distinguished guests included BRIGADIER GENERAL
GEORGE P, SEWEFF, CCG lst ivilation Erigade, who presented LTC ALBERT
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J. FERN the legion of Merit for services performed in the Republic
of Vietnam. During late July, the designation of the unit was
officially changed to 10th Combat Aviation Battalion and each of

+s numbered airmobille companies was redesignated Assault Helicopter
Conpany., These new titles moxre sccurately portrayed the role ard
functions of the battalion in support of Free World objectives,

On 4 September 1966, the 135th Aviation Company and the 183rd
Aviation Company were assigned to the newly activated 223rd Combat
Support Aviation Battalion, rowever, these units remained stationel
at DONG BA THIN, Also during the month of September, the battalion
provided temporary stationing, orientation briefings, and flight
standardization training for the newly arrived aviators of the 4th
Infantry Division,

The advance party of the 180th Assault Support Helicopter
Company arrived at DONG BA THIN on 12 Cctober 1966 and was followed

one week later by the main body which travelled by military alircreft.!

The new unit was provided billsting and maintenance areas at DONG BA

TEIN and in-country orilentation training was supervised by the staifl

of the 10th Combat Aviatlon Bettalion, During late November, the Ci.

L7 helicopters were ptocessed through the field maintenance facility :

at VUNG TAU and ferried to DONG BA THIN where additional unit +treine

irg was conducted, Tne 130%th Assault Hellcopter Company becams oper

ational on 1 December 19565 &nd was attached to the battalion per VCC !

17th Combat Aviation Group.

As calendar year 1956 came ©o a2 close, the 10th Combat Avietcion

II-4
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Battalion was composed of the following units:

Headqﬁarters and Headquarters Company
279th Signal Detachment
256th Signal Detachment
296th Signal Detzachment
238th Counter-Mortar Radar Detachment
Pathfinder Detachment

48th Assault Helicopter Company

286th Medical Detachment
390th Transportation Detachment

117th Assault Hellcopter Company
130th Medical Detachment
140th Transportation Detachment
129th Assault Helicopter Company
433rd Medical Detachment
394th Transportation Detachment
281st Assault Helicopter Company
483rd Transportation Detachment
499th Signal Detachment
180th Assault Support Helicopter Company
403rd Transportation Detachment
UNIT COMMANDERS
ecember
10th Combat Aviation Battalion . . . . « LTC B, L, HABRISON
Headquarters Commandant . . . . . . .  MAJ CLANCEY J. FAUCHEUX
L8th Assault Helicopter Company ., . . . MAJ JOEL L, WILLIAMS
117th Assault Helicopter Company . . . . MAJ KENNETH L, KETZLER
129th Assault Helicopter Company . . . . MAJ RONALD H, MERRITT
281st Assault Helicopter Company . . . « MAJ WILLIAM P, GRIFFIN

180th Assault Support Helicopter Company LTC THOMAS F, PEBKINS
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CHAPTER III

UNITS OF THE
10TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION

48TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

The 48th Aviation Company (Alrmobile Light) was activated on
5 July 1965 at Fort Benning, Georgia in accordance with General
Order Number 200, Headquarters, Third U.S. Army, dated 12 July 1965.
Tne company then was attached to the 10th Aviation Group. Actlvated
and attached to the 48th Aviation Company were the 390th Transpor-
tation Detachment (CHFM); the 286th Medical Detachments and the 279th
Signal Detachment (Badlo Repair Avionics). From 5 July to 4 November
1965, the company received personnel and accomplished individual and
unit training in preparation for overseas movement, On 4 November,
the unit departed Fort Benning enroute to Vietnam, The main body
closed at PHAN RANG, BVN on 26 November 1965 and was assigned that
date to the 10th Aviation Battalion in accordance with Géneral Order
Number 13, Headquarters, 12th Aviation Group, dated 11 December 1965,
The company established its base camp at PHAN RANG, conducted orien=
tation training and processed organizational equipment rapidly. The
unit was deolared operational on 31 December 1965, only 35 days after
arrivél in Vietnamn,

TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS

LIFT wIPS. * * [ ] 'l * * * L J [ ] [ ] * E 4 BLUE STAB‘
GUNSHIPS . « o « o o o o o o o o « o o JOKERS
II1I=-1



COMMANDERS

MALJOR CEARLES H. DRUMMOND 5 July 1966 - 4 April 1966

L}

MAJOR HARRY MCK. ROPER, JBRH. L April 1966 - 25 September 1966
MAJOR JOEL L. WILLIAMS 25 September 1966 - 31 December 1966




117TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY
The 117th Aviation Company was activated at QUI NHON, RVN on

25 June 1963, in accordance with General Order Number 236, Head-
quarters, USARPAC, dated 14 June 1963, It was assigned to the U,S.
Army Support Group, South Vietnam, The source of the personnel and
the equipment assigned to the 117th Aviation Company was the 8th
Transportation Company (Light Helicopter) which was deactivated by
the same general crder,

The 8th Transportation Company, a STRAC unit, was stationed at
FPort Bragg, North Carolina until 7 November 1961. On that date the
unit departed home station with fifteen H-.21C "SHANNEE™ helicopters
for Stockton, California, The remaining personnel and equipment
were moved by Military Alr Transport Service to Alameda Naval Alr
Station, Californis, on 17 November 1961, The unit was augmented
with five additional H-21 helicopters and then loaded on three sur-
face vegsels; the USNS GORE; the USNS MoGRAW; and the freighter
HAWAIIAN PILOT along with the alrcraft of the 57th Trahsportation
Company. They arrived in SAIGON on 20 December 1961 and two days
later, the two units conducted a jJjoint training exercise to familiar- .
i1ze Vietnamese goldiers with heliborne operations, The 8th Trans-
portation Company moved to QUI NHON, HVN on 10 January 1962 to
provide helicopter support ir the II Corps area, The unit remained
at that location uniil 28 September 1965, at which time it moved to
DONG BA THIN for aszlgnment to the 1l0th Aviation Battalion.
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TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS
LIFT SHIPS E ] » L] L) L L 4 * L4 L] L] [ ] * L 4 » BEACH BUM
Gm‘ISHIPS » L] . . . - L4 . » - . * L4 L 4 SIDEN INDER

COMMANDERS
MAJOR HARBIN CONSTANCE 28 September 1965 - 1 March 1966
MAJOR HARRY J. ZELLMER 1 March 1966 - 25 October 1966
MAJOR KENNETH L. KETZLER 25 Qctobver 1966 - 31 December 1966
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129TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY
The 129th Aviation Company (Airmobile Light) was activated on

5 July 1965 at Fort Campbell, Kentucky in accordance with General
Order Number 200, Headquarters, Third U.S. Army, dated 12 July 1965,
Concurrently, the 394th Tfansportation Detachment; the 296th Signal
Detachment; and the @33fd Medical Detachment were activated and
attached to the 129th Aviation Company. From the date of activation
until 30 September 1965, the activities of the 129th Aviation Company
included reception of authorized personnel and equipment, and training
in preparation for overseas deployment, On 30 September 1965, the
unit departed Fort Campbell, Kentucky and the maln body arrived at
DONG BA THIN, RVN on 21 October 1965. The 129th Aviation Company
was assigned to the 10th Aviation Battalion on 28 October 1965 in
accordance with General Order Number 8, Headquarters, l2th Aviation
Group, dated 11 November 1965, PFrom 21 October to 31 December 1965,
the company busily prepared to support combat operations and on 15
December 1965 the 129th Aviation Company (AML) was declared opera-
tional.
TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS
LIFTSHIPS....;.......,.BUILDOG
GUNSEBIPS . . ¢« « « o o« o s« « s« o« » o o COBRA
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CCMMANDERS

#AJOR LEON H, WIGGINS 5 July 1965 = 2 Januery 1966
1AJOR EOBERT D. STEA2NS 2 Jenuvary 1966 - 19 July 1966
MAJOR LAVERE W, BIUDEUP 16 July 1966 - 25 Octcvex 1966
HASOR RONALD H, HMERRITT 31 Cotcber 1956 - 21 Decemver 1966
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281st ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY
‘The origin of the 281lst Assault Hellcopter Company in Viet-

nam began with the 1l45th Airlift Platoon of the 1l45th Aviation
Battalion which arrived in this theater during 1964, and was
stationed at PHAN THIET, BVN, in support of Special Forces oper=
ations in that area, The platoon moved to NHA TRANG and was
asslgned to the 52nd Aviation Battalion on 6 January 1965 to pro-
vide aviation suppcrt to Headquarters, I Field Porces, Vietnam,
On 25 December 19€5, the unit was assigned to the 10th Aviation

{talion by Genaral Order Number 256, Headquarters, USARV, dated
30 December 1955, In early February, the 145th Airlift Platoon
and the 6th Aviation Platoon, 171lst Aviation Company were combined
into 2nd Platoon, 171st Aviation Company per General Order Number
4, Headguarters, 12th Aviation Group, dated 25 January 1966, The
nission of the 2nd Platoon, 171st Aviation Company was to provide
helicopter support as directed by S5th Special Forces Group (ABN)
with headquarters at NHA TRANG, RVN, The 281lst Aviation Company
(AML) was activated by General Order Number 318, Headquarters,
T™hird U,S. Army, dated 7 October 1965, This order activated the
conpany headquarters; service platoon; 499th Signal Detachment;
and the 483rd Transportation Detachment for the. 28lst Aviation
Company (AML), The advance party of this unit arrived in Vietnan
on 23 May 1365, and the main body closed at NHA TRANG on &4 June
19566, The company received the assets and assumed the mission of
the 2nd Platoon, 171st Aviation Company per General Order Number
27, Headquarters, 17th Aviation Group, dated 14 July 1966,

I1I.7



TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS

N -5
Lo} g .
LIPT SHIPS . . + . . » + . » . . . . . HARDI GRAS (FA~/"

GUN SEIPS L4 9 o * o & @ 3 L4 o ¢ k] s . WOLF PACK

D rTR
COMMANDERS
MAJOR EVERDUS H. HACKETT Y Oztsber 1365 - 23 July 1966
MAJOR WILLIAM P. GRIFFIN 2% JTuly 1966 - 31 December 1966
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180TH ASSAULT SUPPORT HELICOPTER COMPANY

This unit was activated at Fort Benning, Georgla by General
Order Number 99, Headquarters, Third U.S. Army, dated 16 March
1966, The general order also activated the 403rd Transportation
Detachpent which »rovides the direct suppoxt aircfaft maintenance
for the 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company. The advance
party of this unit arrived at DONG BA THIN, RVN on 12 Octcber
1966 followed by the main body on 19 October 1966, The aviators
were glven an incountry orlentation by the staff of the 10th
Combat Avliation Batftallion and were then placed on temporary duty
with the 179th Agszault Support Helicopter Company and "CHINOOK™
units of the lst Calvary Division for familiarization with oper-
ating procedures and requirements in the Republic of Vietnan,
The aircraft for this unit arrived at VUNG TAU, RVN by surface
vessel, were processed for i1ssue and ferried to DONG BA THIN. The
180th Assault Support Helilcopter Company was declared operational
on 2 December 1966 and deployed its flight platoons in support of
combat operations as directed by the 1l7th Combat Aviation Group.

TRADITIONAL CALL SIGNS
w‘”:',’? ¢ e 6 o © o6 6 0 ¢ ® o°o & o o BIG’ wINDY
UH":‘”-B ¢ o © @& ¢ © o & © e & o o » LITTL'E wINDI
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COMMANDERS

LIEUTENANT COLONEL THCOLAS £ . FERKINS

R e T
Tlield

16 March - 31 December 1966
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CHAPTER IV
BATTALION OPERATIONS
31 December 1965-31 December 1966
OPERATION JEFFERSON
31 December 1363 = 17 January 1966

The first combat operation for the 10th Aviation Bettalion
was conducted in the vicinity of TUY HOA, approximately 65 miles
north of DONG BA TEIN, along the coast, From a forward operating
base, the battalion supported a series of operations which had
the objective of securing the rice harvest of the TUY HOA VALLEY
and engaging elemexts of the 95th NVA Regiment, Operation JEFFEB-
SON was conducted by the 47th ARYN Regiment and the 2nd ROK Marine
Brigade to open Highway Number 1 south of TUY HOA and to block the
sea infiltration routes of the NVA in the VUNG RO BAY area, With
the attachment of HMM 363, USMC (10 CH=-34's), the battalion pro-
vided the aviation support for the multi-national force and learned
many valuable lessons in counterinsurgency warfare, Operation
JEFFERSON terminated on 17 January 1966 with the following aviation
statistics:

Hours Flown , . . . « - « o 1,115
Combhat Assaults

Battalion Size, . . . . . 2
Company Size . . o « o o» 1
Troops Lifsed, o « +» » » o o 7,880
Tons of Cargo Lifted , , ., . 519

IV.l




OPERATION TYLER
13 January 1966 - 20 January 1966

Operation TYLER was a search and destroy operation conducted
to the northeast of PHAN THIET by the 2nd Battalion (ABN), 327th
Infantry. The 10th Aviation Battalion provided a reinforced
aviation company at SONG MAO, approximately 60 miles south of DONG
BA THIN to support this unit of the lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne

Division, The aviation statistics for this brief operation are as

followa:
Hours Flown . . . o + o+ o« o 200
Combat Assaults
Compw size * . . L] . . . 3
Platoon Size . . « v + « o 3

Troops Lifted , , . . . . . 1,100
Tons of Cargo Lifted . . . . b
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OPERATION VAN BUEEN
18 Jenuary 19656 - 20 February 1966

Operation VAN BUREN brought the 1lst Brigede, 10lst Airbvorne
Division to TUY HOA and marked the beginning of what was to provs
t0 be & winning combination of two fighting units. During this
reriod the 10th Aviation Battallion provided general aviation
support to the "Screaming Eagles" and the 2nd ROK Marine Brigade,
The requirements of these two units usually exoceeded the assets
of two helicopter ocompanies, and all units of the battalion were
employed on this operation. A! the termination of Operation VAN
BUBEN, 381 ocasualtles by body count, had been inflicted on the
95th NVA Regiment and more thah 80% of the rice orop had been
harvested by the local farmers. This operation inflicted heavy
casualties on the enemy, denied him valuable food supply, and
stimulated the Vietnamese economy and morale in the TUY HOA VALLEY,

Aviation statistics for the operation are as follows:

Hours Plown . . . . . . . . 3,520

Combat Assaults

Battalion Size . . . . . 8
Company Size . . . . . . L
Pla%toon Size . . . . . . 24

T'.!."OOPB Lifted . ] . ] L] » - 19 097?
Tons of Cargo Lifted . . . 1,271
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OPERATION HARRISON
21 February 19066 - 2% March 1965

The success of the operations conducted in the TUY HOA
JALLEY during January and February led to the expansion of the
tactical area of operations into the mountains west of the valley.
Operation HARRISON was characterized by extensive sweeping and
patrolling operations through the dense Jjungles and precipitous
mountain terrain, The battalion and lst Brigade, 1l0lst Airborne
Division developed techniques for the insertion of Long Range Rew
connalssance Patrols deep in enemy territory under cover of twile
light, The insertion of these teams at last light made extraction
extremely hazardous in the event that patrols engaged enemy forces
during the period of initial occupation., The valor displayed by
alrcrews of the 10th Aviation Battalion when called upon to extract
the patrols during hours of darkness and under intense fire, forged
the bonds of mutual respect between the "VAGABONDS™ and the
"SCREAMING EAGLES"., One particularly significant encounter of this
operation occurred when a major fire fight developed between a
company of the 1lst Battalion (ABN), 327th Infantry and elements of
the 95th NVA Regiment, During the ensuing night, a platoon size
Tiger'Force was helilifted into a blocking position. This was the
first night combat assault for the 10th Aviation Battalion asz well
as the assaulting forces. Wnen daylight came, the friendly forces
dominated enemy positions; counted 118 enemy dead and estimated
another 97 killed.

V-4



The 10th Aviation Battalion continued to develop its
nastery of night operations and the capability was put to the
acid test when the 2nd Battalion (ABN), 502nd Infantry conducted
a battallion size combat assault during the hours of 0100 to 0300,
Tals 1s the first battalion size night assault on record in the
Republic of Vietnam, The aviation statistics for Operatiocn
HARBRISON are as follows:

Hourg Flown ., + o » o » 2,763

Combat Assgault

Battalion Size ., ., . . bL
Company Size , , . . . L
Platoon Size , . . . . 7

Troops Lifted . . . . . 16,359
Tons of Cargo Lifted . . 1,363
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OPERATION FILLMORE
25 March 1966 - O April 1966

The objective of this operation was to seek and destory
enery units to the southwest of the TUY HOA VALLEY and to protect
the April rice harvest of this fertile region, During this oper-
ation, the concept of & zellborne Immediate Reaction Force was
developed by the lst Brigade, 10lst Alrborne Division and the 1l0th
Aviation Battalion to execute rapid exploitation and reinforcement
nissions, |

One of the best rardsticks for evaluation of the success of
Operation PILIMORE is the April 1946 rice harvest which yielded
33,009 tons as opposed to April 1965 when 9,000 tons were recovered
by local farmers, Aviation statistics for this operation are as

follows:

Hours Floom ., . . . . . 1,928
Combat Assaults

Company Siz€ . . + . . 6
Platoon Size , . . . ., 1

9,774
Tons of Cargo Lifted , . 513

Troops Lifted ., . . .
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CPEBATION AUSTIN
12 4April 19065 - 18 May 1966

n nid-AD71I, the field headquarters of the 10th Aviation
3attelion displaced from TUY HECA to PHAN THIET to support a
zeries of search end dasircy cperations to be conducted by the
1st Brigade, 1l0lst Ailrvorne Division along the southern boundary
of the II Corps Tacticel Zone, Operation AUSTIN II was high-
lighted by a night combat agsault in which the lst Battalion (ABN),
327th Infentry wWes nheiilifted into multiple landing zones and re-
sulted in 21 enemy All2d and zeven weapons captured, On 25 April
1965, the battalicn moved in-land to the mountainous jungles of
QUANG DUC Province, 35 miles northeast of SAIGON, to support the
spolling attacks agsinst Norih Vietnamese units along the Cambodian
border. The {lying conditlons encountered during Operation AUSTIN
IV were extremely rnszardous due to the high altitudes and the heavy
rains of the Soutiiwest Mansoon, These restrictions to flying not
only hamperad the responsivenesg of aviation support to’the tact-
ical units, but imposed limitastions on access to the unit besge camp
where direct suppo-t raintensnce was performed, As a result of this
experience, the 10th Aviation Battalion developed the mobile forward
operating bese wricon characterizes 1ts cperations to this date,
Aviation suxmery for Orzrsticn AUSTIN is as follows:

h "y

IR VRO &

Lo
e
o

- - ~
W . > . s . 3933?
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Tervet Azgaults

Bottalion Size . . . . i0
Cozpany SiZe . . o + & S
2850en S1Z€ 4 . 4 . W 25

Trzeng Lifted , , . . . 19,417
Tens of Czrgo Lifted , . 1,507
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OPERATION HAWTHORNE
2 June 1966 - 20 June 1966

Upon completion of Operation AUSTIN, the 10th Aviation
Battalion displaced with the 1lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division
to the vicinity of CHEO REO, approximately 100 nautical miles
northwest of DONG BA THIN, to support planned operations in that
area, On 30 May 1966, an 6rder was recelved to displace 105
rautical mileg further northwest to DAK TO to support the lst
Brigade, 10lst Aizborne Division in countering thes anticlpated
summer offensive of tne 24th NVA Regimrent, The first task for tne
vattalion was a combat assault to relleve the beseiged outpost of
TOUMORONG which was astride the enemy axis of advance, Early on
' the morning of 7 June, an estimated NVA battalion attacked an
artillery positicn in the valley west of TOUMORONG, Armed heli-
copters of the batiellon were called to provide close-in fire
support and to relieve the pressure of the enemy attack which had
already resulted in the oabture of one nowitzer, The gunships proe
vided the fire support for a successful counter-attack.which re-
sulted in the restoration of the perimeter and inflicted heavy
casualties to the attacking force, Operation HANTHORNE was charecte
erized by continuous enemy contact throughout 16 days and rights of
bitter fighting., The highlight of the operation was an intensive
B-Sz‘alrstrike to destroy ensemy forces whlicn had been {Tixed through

the rapild aggressive thrusts of the ailrmobile forces,
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At the conclusion of Operation HANTHORNE, the 24th NVA
Regiment had sustained over 1,200 casualties by body count and
~zcimates, A large percentage of these casualties were inflicted
and confirmed during a brilllantly executed combat assault con-
ducted into the bomb craters of the B-52 strike only 30 minutes
after the last bomb was released, The 10th Aviation Battalion
maintained an average ailrcraft avallability in excess of 85%
during this operation dz:plite the fact that the area of operations
was over 200 nautical miles from the base camp., The aviation sta-
tistics for Operation HAWTHORNE reflect the intensive participation
of the battalion in this classic attack which spoliled the planned
NVA monsoon offensive in the Central HEighlands:

Bours Flown , . . « « » 2,035
Combat Assaults
Battalion Size , . . . 8
Company Size . . . . . 8
Platoon Size , . . . . 9

Troops Lifted . . . . . 11,301
Tons of Cargo Lifted ., . 509
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OPERATION BEAUREGARD
2k June 1356 - 1% July 1566

Operation BEAUREGARD was conducted in the DAK TO area to
scrasen the Cambodlan-Lactian torder and to interdict enemy units
infiltrating the area, The tattalicn had deployed its maintenance
and signal detachments to KONTUM, approximately 30 miles east of
DAK TO, to support its operations in this remote location, The
sustained high level of alroraft avallability during Operation
HAWNTHORNE and BEAUREGARD was graphis evidence of the effectiveness
of the battalion forward operating tase, Concurrsntly with the
final days of thils cpreration, the battalion recelved its first
Annual General Inzp2ction and received satisfactory ratings in all
functional areas. The sviation statistics for Operation BEAUREGARD

are a3 follows:

Hours Flown o o & o o o 21175
Combat Assauitn
Battalion Size , . . . 5
Company Size . o o o o« 8
Platoon Size . . . . o 7

TI'OOPS Lifrted . o o o o 1097°“'
Tons of Cargc Lifted , ., 7.2
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OPERATION JOHEN FPAUL JONES
21 Taly 1966 - & September 1966

Following Operation BEAUREGARD, the battallion, under the
coommand of LTC HARRISON, displaced from DAX TO and XCHTUM to the
mow famillar teaches of TUY HZCA, It was during this teriod that
the desiznation of the unit was changed to the 1l0th Ccmbat Avia=-
tion Battallion and each of its light airmoblle companies was re=
designated as Assault Helicopter Company. Operation JOHN PAUL
JONES had the objeotive‘of destruction of enemy units in the TUY
FCA area and to secure the area for development of a major airfield
and logistical base with secure lines of communication, Tactical
operations commenced with the clandestine insertion of patrols and
blocking forces into the mountains surrounding VUNG RO BAY, a
natural harbor immediately south of the TUY BHOA VALLEY. The follow=
ing morning,a vattallion of the lst Brigade, 10lst Ailrborne Division
was hellilifted into a combat assault across the beaches of the
harbor. Extensive search ancd destroy operations in the large tacte
ical area of this operation placed heavy demands on tne aviation
units of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion which were experieacing
severe aviator shortvages due to rotetion of experienced personnel.
It was not unusual duiring this pericd to have the oificers of Zead-
guarters and Beadquzariers Compeny participating in comtat assault
operations with *the assigned units, in addition to their other
duties, The oblectivzs cf Cperaticon JOHN PAUL JTHES were achieved
and eztensive conztruction in the VUNG RO BAY and TUY HCA area vas
vell underway prior o ine tevminatlon of the operaticn, The
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following statistics are indicative of the extensive use of

aviation in this operation:

Hours Flown . . « « . o 7,444
Combat Assaults

Battalion Size ., . . . 12
Company Size , . . . » 25
Platoon Size . . . . . 24
Troops Lifted ., . . . . 35,583
Tons of Cargo Lifted , . 1,968
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OPERATION SEWARD
6 September 1566 = 25 October 1966

This operation was conducted in the mountains northwest of
TUY HOA and north along the coast to block infiltration routes
end destroy enemy units in the area., As the operation progressed,
the preponderance of the tactical elements of the lst Brigade, 10ls%
Airborne Divislon were employed on search and destroy missions in an
area approximately 30 nautical miles northwest of the main command
post at TUY HOA, The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion established a
forward operating base and a tactical command post at DONG TRE to
provide more responsive avliation support and reduce the number of
flying hours which would be otherwise wasted travelling from the
field headquarters south of TUY HOA. This further fragmentation of
- the battalion headquarters placed an additional burden on the
command and staff sections, but the tactical advantages that accrued
were obvious as the area came under the influence of the Northeast

Monsoon rains. The aviation statistics for Operation SEWARD are as

follows:
Hours Flovn . . . . . . 7,289
Combat Assaults
Battalion Size . . . . 7
Company Size . . . « 1l
Platoon Size . . . . . 9

Troops Lifted . . . . . 37,988

Tons of Cargo Lifted ., . 1,954
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OPERATION GERONIMO
31 October 1566 - L December 1966

The five day period between Operations SEWARD and GERONIMO was
used to conduct intensive night training in formation flying and
formation landing. The training had the dual purpose of increasing
unit proficiency in night operations and, through selection of
training areas, to execute a carefully planned deception, On the
night of 31 October, a battalion sized force of the lst Brigade,
101st Airborne Division was helilifted into a night combat assault
without the use of artificial illumination. The operation was cone
sldered a complete success and the following message was received
from BRIGADIER GENERAL WILIABD PEARSON, CG lst Airborne Division
on 1 October: "I heartily commend the 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion for its sterling performance in the battalion airmobile
assault last evening, It was truly a professional job.*

Flying conditions in the TUY HOA area became extremely hazard-
ous during the month of November as a result of the gale-force winds
and torrential rains assoclated with the Northeast Monsoon, The cone
tinuous, responsive aviation support rendered by the batt#lion under
such adverse conditions required the utmost vigilance and professional
skill on the part of each aviator, The aviation statistics for
Operation GEBONIMO are as follows:

Hours Flown . . . . . . 5,616

Combat Assaults

Setialion Size , o o . L
Company S1Z€ . o & o+ & 24
Platoon Size . . . . . 9

Troops Lifted . . . . . 29,786
2,535

Tonsg oi Cargo Lifted ,
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OPERATION PICKETT
9 December 19 -

On 5 December 1966, the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion de-
parted "VAGABOND VALLEY", as the area south of TUY HOA was commonly
known, to establish a forward operating base in the vicinity of
KONTUM, approximately 200 miles northwest of DONG BA THIN, The
area of operations 1s characterized by high mountains and dense
jungle vegetation., During operations to date, surface winds in the
vicinity of KONTUM have ranged between 10 to 25 knots daily, and
winds in the mountains have reached levels in excess of 50 knots
with severe turbulence, The battalion has conducted experiments
to determine suitable methods for explosive preparation of landing
zones in the bamboo and elephant grass thickets which are common |
throughout the area. On 27 December, a battalion size night combat
agsault was successfully conducted into landing zinas high on the
slopes of the mountains northeast of KONTUM without incident,

The last operational highlight for the year 1966 was a visit,
on 28 December, by GENERAL HAROLD K., JOHNSON, Chief cf Staff,
United States Army, to the field headquarters of the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion., During this visit, the Chief of Staff received
a briefing on the maintenance and operating procedures of this unit,
GENEEAL JOENSON concluded his visit by participating in a live-fire
demonstration aboard one of the "MINI-GUN" equipped gunships of the
battalion.
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CHAPTER V
BEFLECT10NS
"In memory's eye I can see them now - forming grimly fox
the attack, blue lipped, covered with sludge and mud, chilled
by the wind and rain of the foxhole, driving home to their
objective, and to the Jjudgment seat of God., I do not know the
dignity of their birth, but I do know the glory of their death,"
These words by GENERAL OF THE ARMY DOUGLAS MACARTHUR, spoken on
14 July 1935, ring true today, Three decades later, and in
another strange part of the world, Americans answer the call,
The methods of warfare have changed, but the sacrifices, harde
ships, and the many faces of death remain the same,
During this first year of combat operations, the "VAGABONDS
OF VIETNAM" have traced an odyssey the length and width of Vietnanm.
The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion has a record second to none,
Tne feats of our aviation crews are legendary among ground troops
we support, Our successful operations, and contributions toward
the effo:t to stem the rising tide of Communism have not been with-
out cost, Our aviators and enlisted crew members have been called
upon to perform many acts requiring courage, and valor avove and
beyond the call of duty. Many have never returned. They have given
their lives fighting for the princlples for which we stand.
It is with humility that we dedicate this chapter to our fallen
conrades, In our fulture endeavors, let us be ever mindful of these

men, and the prirciples for which %*hey gawre thelr all,

Val
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AWARDS FOR VALOR

In a unit that is as heavily involved in combat operations
as 1s the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, valor is a relative
thing., Dally, our aviators are faced with dangers that are more
real ard deadly than one could ever imagine in a peacetime site
uation, Combat assaults under enemy fire are commonplace; gur.
strikes against heavily defended positions are almost a matter
of routine; and emergency extractions of surrounded patrols are
an unpleasantly recurring fact of life, Yet, out of the vast
potpourri of heroic actions experienced by members of the 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion, we have those individuals whose ine-
trepid gallantry 1s so consplicuous as to single them out for
speclial recognition, The following synopsis of awards for cal-
endar year 1966 discloses those individuals in the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion who so exemplified the type of herolsm common
to the "VAGABONDS OF VIETNAM®: ‘

3 January - CAPTAIN JOHN R, JENKS, 05307351, and CAPTAIN LA RUE

R. ROSENGRANT, C5312L74, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for making an emergency
extraction of a trapped reconnalssance patrol near PHAN RANG,

Tney defled heavy enemy automatic weapons fire to make the rescue,
10 January - FIRST LIEUTENANT VICTOR L. DONNEL, 098409, 48th
Assault Helicooter Compeny, was recommended for the Silver Ster
and CAPTAIN RCBERT J, FRAZIER JR., 084709, also of the 48th, was
recemmended for wne Distingulshed PFPlying Cross for rescuing a five
mar Amerizan patrol Shat was surrounded by an estimated 100 Viet

Cong., While obraving reevy enemy fire, they extracted the nen from
a tiny »ick-up zonz and cerried them to sarety.
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12 January - WARRANT OFFICER DAVID L, GREEN JR., W315227, 1l7th
Aszzult Helicopter Company was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross for rescuing the lone survivor of a helicopter that crashed
in the ocegn, He Lowered nis helicopter until the zkids were
gstwuzlly below the surface of the choppy water, allowing the in-
jured man to crawl on the skid, He then skillfully dragged (he
casuaity through the weter to aafety,

25 Janmary « FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIE M, WILSON, 05320415, 1%5ta
A1r1irt Platcon was recommended for the award of the Distingulsnzd
Flring Cross for braving enemy fire to rescue two American scldlers

who had besen itrapped by the Viet Cong,

28 January - MAJOR KEVIN E, MURPHY, 04021336, and CHIEF WARRANT
CFFICER ROBERT A. JOHNSON, W3430291, 145th Airlift Platoon, weie
racommended for the awerd of the Distinguished Flyling Cross for
extracting =2 five zan reconnalssance team that was surrounded by
a Viet Cong platoen,

22 January - FIRST LIEUTENANT JAMES A, JACKSON, 05320239, and
SECOND LIEUTENANT RICHARD R. BOUCK, 05710611, 1l45th Airlift Pla-
toon were resommenied for the award of the Distinguished Flying
Crcss for resouing a single survivor of a Special Forces patrol
who wes surrounded by & Viet Cong forse that was rapidly closing
in on him, -

29 January - MAJOR KEVIN E. MURPHY, 04021336, CAPTAIN JOEN W, )
GREEN, IIY, 05412896, FIRST LIEUTENANT JUNICHI E, YAHIRO, 05406165,
FIRST LIEUTENANT JAMES A. JACKSON, 05320329, FIRST LIEUTENANT
RICHARD B. BOUCK, 05710611, FIRST LIEUTENANT EDWARD O, LEACH,
05914828, FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIE M, WILSON, 03320#15, and CHIEF
WARBRANT OFFICER ROBERT A, JCHNSON, W3430291, 1l45th Airlift Platoon,
were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. These men were flying
four utility helicopters that extracted twenty one Americans who
had become surrounded by & vastly superior force of Viet Cong. The
rescus weuld not have been possible, however, without the essist-
ance of two gunships that poured deadly suppressive fire on the
eneny positicns., These tWwo gunships were plloted by the follocwing
nen wao were also awsrded the Distinguished Flying Cross for their
actions: CAPTAIN JOE B. THVRSTON JR., 091708, CAPTAIN DAVID E,
HURD, 05405408, FIRST LIEUTENANT FRANK L, MACPHERSON, 05318531,
and CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER GARY D, MARTIN, W3200581,

30 Janvary - MAJOR CURTIS L, GARRETT JR,, 01890237, end WARRANT
CFFICER DAVID SFURIEON, W21:22758, 117¢h Aszsault Hellisonter Company,
were zwardied Tne Diatingulzhed Flying Cross for meking Zwo erer.
gency medical eracuatlens 2% night through deadly enenmy ri-e,

Vol





