3 Pebruary - FIRST LIEUTENANT KENNETH B. MCLAUGHLIN, 05220501,
129th Assault Helicopter Company was awarded the Distinguisned
Flying Cross for skillfully crash landing his alrcraft in the
junglz after experiencing a sudden loss of power, The landing
was acconplished with no injuries to the crew and only nminor
damage to the heiicopter.

7 February - CAPTAIN DONALD R, KELSEY, 053072234, and CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER BENJAMIN F. WILSON, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were
recommended for the award of the Distingulshed Flying Cross for
providing cover for a ship carrying an emergency re-supply of
ammunition to an American force under enemy fire, the pilots of
thhe UE~1lD carrying the ammunition, MAJOR RALPH W. BROMAN, 0782L2,
ani FIRST LIEUTENANT PAUL SILVERBERGER, were also recommended for
the award of the Distingulshed Flying Cross for their courageous
action,

8 Februvary - CAPTAIN REX S, SAINDON, 05700172, 117th Assault Heli-
copter Company, was awaréded the Distingulshed Plying Cross for
saving the crew of a crashed helicopter Just off-shore at TUY HOA,
Although the updrafts and other turbulence made the approach almost
impossible, CAPTAIN SAINDON skillfully touched down on a boulder
anéd evacuated all personnel,

11 February - CAPTAIN JOHN B. DAHILL, 086039, and FIRST LIEUTENANT
LCUIS L. SEXAUER, 05321131, 145th Airlift Platoon, were awardad
the Distinguished Flying Cross for plloting a gunship in support
of a Vietnamrese combat mission near TAN TRU, They poured a devas-
tating volume of fire on a Viet Cong force that was trapped by the
Vietr.amese troops.,

28 Febrnary - WARRANT OFFICER HOYE D, TIBEETTS, W3152348, 129th
Assault Helicopter Company, was awarded the Distingulshed Flying
Cross for leading two armed hellcepters supporting a combat assault
neer TUY EOA, He coordinated, led and directed close air support
against the insurgent positions, all the while receiving intense
hoztile ground fire,

4 March - MAJOR LAVERE W, BINDRUP, OF103657, and CAPTAIN VINCE:X
G, RIPOLL, ©2309937, of the 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were
avarded the Distinguisiied Flying Cross for a nicht ermergency ned-
ical evacuaticn of Two wounded Americans while under fire,

&

=« CAPTAIY TC%id H, Z0YSEH, 085919, end WARRANT OFFICER
J, ARIIQLD, W3152313, 126th Assault Helicopter Companry, vere
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the Digtinguilsghed Flying Cross for each flying a hellcopter




6 March - CAPTAIN JOSEPH C. GROSS III, OFl05635, 129th Assaul®
Helicopter Compeany, was awerded the Distinguished Plylng Cross
for leading a flight of three utility helicopiers during a vital
re-supply mission near TUY HOA, Although his flilght wes contine
uelly exposed to intensive hostile fire, CAPTAIN GROSS unerringly

led his three ships in a successful re-supply of the friendly forces,

9 March - MAJOR LAVERE W, BINDRUP, OF103657, and FIERST LIEUTENANT
WINDELL V. GREEN, 05406175, 485th Assault Helicopter Company, were
awarded tne Diztinzulished Flying Cross for making a successful
emergency landing alter thelr ship was raked Ly enemy fire, saving
the ship from destruction and the crew from almost certain injury.

12 March - MAJOR RALPH W, EROMAN, 078242, 48th Assault Helilcopter
Company, was ewarded tne Llstinguished Flying Cross for leading a
major night assault in the vicinity of TUY ECA. Although the vis-
1bility was poor and the landing zone slmost impossible to discern
in the derkness, MAJOR BROMAN successfully led nis flight through a
hail of automaetic weeporns fire.

21 March - MAJCR AUGUSTUS L, SHEIDER JR., 082237, CAPTAIN REX E.
SAINDON, 05700172, and CAPTAIN KENNETH W, SCHERZ, OF105820, 117th
Assault Helicopter Company, were awarded the Distingulshed Plying
Cross for making repeated re=suppllies of critically needed ammuni-
tion to a beleagured American force near TUY HOA., Although exposed
to viclous enemy fire, with the added difficulty of darkness to
hinder them, the milssion was completed,

27 March - FPIRST LIEUTENANT FREDDIE J, USSERY, 05318284, 129th
Assault Helicopter Company, was recommended for the award of the
Distinguished Flying Cross for delivering a critically needed re-
supply of ammunition and other critical cargo through heavy fire to
an assanlt force near TUY HOA,

28 March - CWQ DAViID P, DAVIS, W3151827, and CWO GEORGE M, DENT,
W320546, 129th Asseult Helicpter Company, were awarcded the Disting-
uilshed Flying Cross for the extraction of a trapped LBRRP Team neer
TUY HOA., Whlile CWO DENT*®s pickup ship btraved the enemy bullets to
make the pickup, CJd0 DAVIS!s gunship poured deadly suppressive fires
on the enemy positicns,

30 March - MAJOR BONALD E. MERRITT, OF10C428, and CAPTAIN HARRY T.
WHETZEL, 02293301, 129%h Assaul’ Helicopter Company, were awarded
the Distingtisred Fliying Cross for the extraciion of a reconnalss-
ance patrol under exiirexely neavy Fire near TUY HOA, Direciing
suppressive pachians gun fire on the ensmy positlion, they accomplished
the mission,



1 April - CAPTAIN DONALD BR. KELSEY, 05307234, 48th Assault
Helicopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
for a medical evacuation near QUI NHON, In order to allow the
"Dngt Off" ship to make the rescue, CAPTAIN KELSEY placed his
ship vetween the enemy positlons and the rescue ship, drawing
&ll of the enemy fire,

3 April - WARRANT OFFICER RICHARD N, BLUNT, W1352780, WARRANT
OFFICER GERALD W, RAGLAND, W2216065, and PFC GLEN A, SCHNEIDER,
RA 16825711, 117th Asseult Hellcopter Company, were awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross for flying continuously for ten hours
in support of a ccmbat operation near TUY HOA, Their ship contine
uously deflied heavy enemy fire to deliver ammunition and medical
supplies, and to make many medical evacuations,

3 April - CAPTAIN RICHARD D, AKRE, 05704107, and FIRST LIEUTENANT
HOMER J. JORDAN, 05318362, 117th Assault Helicopter Company, were
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for providing gun cover for
an UH-1D attempting en emergency extraction of a small patrol near
DONG TRE. These two pilotsunleashed a torrent of deadly fire at the
eneny, allowing the pickup ship to make a successful extraction.

3 April - MAJOR RONALD H, MERRITT, OF100428, 129th Assault Heli-
copter Company was recommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross
for extracting three members of a reconnajissance patrol who were
escaping from a Viet Cong force, Without the aid of gunships,
MAJOR MERRITT bravely picked up the trio and flew them to safety,

4 April . CAPTAIN HARRY T. WHETZEL, 02293801, CWO WALTER L. FISHER,
W3150265, and CWO ROLF E. SCHOELKOPF, W3151736, 129th Assault Heli-
copter Company, were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for es-
corting an unarmed helicopter to extract a LRRP near TUY HOA, When
the UH-1lD was hit by hostile fire and crashed, the gun crew immed-
lately Jjettisoned their rocket pods and went to the rescue, picking
up the stranded troops and flying the heavily loaded aircraft to
safety.

6 April - CAPTAIN JOEN H. BOYSEN, 085919, 129th Assault Helicopter
Company, was recommended for the award of the Distinguished Flying
Cross for flying more than ten hours in continuous support of comte:
operations near TUY HOA, Although his aircraft was under intense
fire during the entire time, he successfully acccmplished his missi:

21 April - MAJOR HARRY J. ZELIMER, 01935738, and MAJOR AUGUSTUS L,
SHEIDER JR., 082237, 117th Assault Helicopter Company, were swards”
the Dlstinguished Flying Cross for landing a reconnalscance team
near PHAN THIET., They flew to the selected landirng zone only to te
met by heavy autcmatlc weapons fire, They placed suppressive fire oo
the enemy posltionc and inserted the reconnalssence team in an al=
ternate landing zone, :
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24 April - MAJOR LAVERE W. BINDRUP, OF103657, 48th Aszault Heli-
copter Company, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross {oT
finding and guiding a lost helicopter to safety. MAJOR BINDRUP
filew at tree top level over the enemy infested territory, losuted
the lost ship, and led it to safety.

18 May - CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER THOMAS J. SCHAUMBERG, W32G3555,

and WARRANT JOHN W. HUDSON, 129th Assault Helicopter Company, were
rscommended for the Distinguished Flying Cross for extracting an
LBRP Team that was engaged in a bitter fire fight with & superic:>
Viet Cong vorce, Without any gunship support, these pilots landed
in a small jungle clearing, touched one skid to the steep si~pe,
and picked up the patrol,

2 June - CAPTAIN LLOYD A. SCHMID, 02284767, and CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER ROSS E. MARKLE, W3200530. of the 48th Assault Heliccpter
Company, were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for providing
gun cover for heliccpters re-supplying a friendly Vietnamese force
that was in danger of being overrun, By placing accurate supprt:ise-
ive fire on the well armed enemy, these two pillots ellowed the
successful re-supply of the embattled Vietnamese,

3 June - CAPTAIN RICHARD D, AKRE, 05704170, FIRST LIEUTENANT

HEOMER R. JORDON, 05318362, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER HAROLD R. HEBER,
W2215844, and WARRANT OFFICER EDWIN B. CONSTANT, W3152516, 1ll7th
Assault Helicopter Company, were awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross for ailding a Vietnamese unit engaged in a bitter fire fight
with an estimated regiment of Viet Cong near DAK TO, Although their
gunships received multiple hits, and several crewmembers were in-
Jured, they poured a devestating amount of fire on the eneny.

7 June - On this date, a large Viet Cong force suddenly attempted
to overrun an artillery position near DAK TO, The Commanding Gen-
eral of the lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division, and his staff
were visiting the artillery positions at the time, His command =nd
control helicopter was airborne, cirocling the area when the viclicus
attack ccmmenced. Tne crew of the ship was composed of CAPTAIN
JAMES F. PRICE, 05515117, A/C, CWO GEORGE A. WECKEBRLE, W221%4352,
STAFF SERGEANT ALLEN L. RUSSELL, RA55658190, and SPECIALIST FIVE
ORVILLE L. STOVER, RA 13781824, of the 48th Assault Heliccpier
Company. They flew right into the midst of the battle, with the
crew chief and gunner pouring fire at the enemy, The pilots rarnga
uvered their ship ©o Ty and disrupt the ernemy attack, Thesze Tour
men received ths Distinguished Flying Cross, After the attack
commenced, Joker gunsnips rushed to the scene, They directed an
enormous volume of Fire at the attackers, and infilcted major
casualties on thz enapy, Trhe two crews were composed cf CAPTAIN
DCNALD R, KELSEY, 25307234, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER DOMINIC L,
GUCCIONE, STAFF SERGEANT ROBERT E. SHANNON, RA15556582, SPECIALIST
FIVE ALOIS MUELLER, SPECIALIST FOUR BOBBY R. HAMBY, and PRIVATE
FIRST CLASS FLOYD E. GREER, US 54364461, also of the 48th Aszsaul®
Helicopter Company., Thece men were all recommended fcr the awazd
of the Distinguiched Flying Cross.



13 June - CAPTAIN MORRIS R. STEENSON, 05310067, and CAPTAIN JAMES
F. PRICE, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were recommended for
“he Distinguished Flying Cross for actions while on a search and
destroy mission near DAK TO, After discovering a sizeable Vietv Cong
Samee in the Jjungle, tuey launched an attack on the enemy, Although

their ship was nit four tinmes, they persisted in their attack and
isd reinforcements Lo the arsa,

13 June = WAERANT OFFYCER RICHARD J, FEDOROWICZ, W3153592, ani
WABRANT OFFICE3X LICHARD R, IZOILD, W3152908, 117th Assault Helia
copter Company were awerded the Distinguished Fiying Cress fer
lozating and extracting a Speclal Forces Team that was trying te
excape fron a Viet Cong Torce near POLEI KLENG., With their machire
guns Tiring, and a gunshiz providing deadly closeain fire surport,
the rescne was made, The gunshlp pllots, FIRST LIEUTENANT LARRY A.
JEFFERIES, 05702520, and CJIEF WARRANT OFFICER HAROLD 0. CRCOKS,
W2215624, 117th Assault Helicsrter Company, were also awarded the
Distingulshed Flying Cross Tor their courageous actions,

14 June - CAPTAIN JAMES A, MC CRACKEN, 95301776, was recommend2i
for the Distinzulished Flyirg Cross for providing gun cover for a
UH-1D attempiing vn locate a six man reconnailssance patrol, CAPTAIN
MC CRACKEN placed deadly fire on the enemy forces and drew the
tostile fire awzy from the rasoue ship, insuring the success cf the
mission, CAPTAIN MC CRACKEN was a member of the 129th A, BE. C.

15 Jun= - CAPTAIN FRANCIS J. RODDY, 05404368, 117th Assault Heli-
copter Compeny was e2ward=d the Distingulished Flying Cross for ex-
tracting en LBRP Tean that was in heavy contact with the enenmy.
CAPTAIN RCDDY defied viclilous enemy fire and rescued the six nan
patrecl,

17 June - CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER CECIL ¢, GIBSON, W3151023, 129th
Assganlt Hellcopier Company was awarded the Distingulished Flying
Crecss for providing cover for a UH-1D that was to extract a bew
5leged Teconnalssance patrci, Arriving ab the pickup site befcre
the prescie shirz, he luxedistely launched heavy gun runs on the

anemy positicn, irnsliciing many casualties. He then esocortad the
rescae chlp intc tue plckup zore, where the extraction was made,

18 June - MAJCR CA3L R. JONES, 02266303, 48th Assault Helicoptier
Company, was awarcxl the Distingulshed Flying Cross for flying a
UE~1B armed L+ii>cpisr in gurpert of a combat assault near DAK 70,
When the assav’’ <~ins came under heavy fire, MAJOR JONES estab-
lished a fiz n ho 2rnzmy, Tearlessiy attacked their positions, znid

a - ") - PO - e e &,
arlowed the Z-3a70w o somtiace,

14 July - MATOR RICHARD T, CLINE, 04030723, and CAPTAIN RICHARD i,
CHAPMAN JR,, 22237621, 127th Assault Helicopter Company, wers
avarded the Distl-gulsnzd FPlyirg Cross for rescuilng a baily oute
numbered Speslal Porces Teem isar DAK TO, Although receiving haavy
hostlle fire, (hey skilifully mede the pickup of the team,
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26 July - MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER JR, 066246, 4Bth Assault Heli-
copter Company, was recommended for the Distinguished Flylng Criss
for flying a UH-1lD in support of combat operations near TUY HOA,
After receiving a call stating that two injured men were strenced
in a minefield, MAJOR ROPER unhesitatingly flew to the minefleld,
hovered his ship only inches off the ground, and rescued the in-

Jured men,

8 Angust -« LIEUTENANT COLONEL BENJAMIN L. HARRISON was awarded

the Silver Star erd LIEUTENANT COLONEL FRANK R, WILSON was re-
conmended for the seme honor, On this date, while flying a comsavi
and contrcl helicopter during the conduct of a major combat a:z.zult
near TUY HOA, they received word that an American patrol had ~ap-
tured an important rrisoner, They promptly flew to the patrol,

which was in a biltter fire fight. Bravely defying the heavy ernciy
fire, they lended in the riokup zone, Since the area was so0 sCn-
fined, three voluntecrs had to stay behird to allow a successful
taleolf, alter departins the area through a hall of bullets, LIEU-
TENANT COLONEL HARRISON and LIEUTENANT COLONEL WILSON dellvered the
valuable prisoner to an interrcgation team, They then returned tc
the patrolts locations to pick up tht men who had stayed behind.

One of these volunteers was MAJOR FRANCIS D, BETTINGER, 085481, who
was also recommended fcr the award of the Silver Star. After depart-
ing the helicopter, MAJOR BETTINGER immediately took his trio to
reinforce the patrol. They became engaged in a fire fight with the
enemy forces, When gunships approached the position, MAJOR BETTINGER
directed theilr fire to the enemy strongholds, With the ald of the
command and control ship, MAJOR BETTINGER and the trapped force were
rescued from aluost certain annihilation,

13 August - FIRST LIEUTENANT WHITNEY I. YOUNG,JR., 05323085, 48th
Assault Helicopter Compeany, was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Crosg for extracting an LBRP Team near DONG TRE, Without the aid

of any gunships, LIEUTENANT YOUNG flew right through the enemy fire
to the site of the trapped tsam, calmly holding the ship on the
ground until the team had bcarded., He then flew through still mcre
hostile fire to safety, '

14 August - CAPTAIN LOUIS T, COX JR., 04031385, and WARRANT OFFICER
RICEARD P, TAYLOR, 48th Aszault Helicopter Company, were awarded
the Distinguished Flying Crc¢ss for exfilltrating an LRRP Team near
MY CANH., Because of the nature of the terrain, only two men a% =
time could be 1ifted out. Theze pilots made three trips into a
difficult pickup zcn: unde:r enemy fire to effect this rescue,

17 Aguust - WARRANT CFFICER STERLING J. ESSENMACHER, W3153043,
281st Assauvlt Helicopier Company, was awarded the Distinguishad
Flying Cross for zexiag an snmunitléd reasupply into a Vietnanas:,
force that was under heavy siege. Although under intense fire, Lo
delivered the precisus armmunition,
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18 August - MAJOR CARL R. JONES, 02266308, CHIEF WARBANT OFFICER
DOMINICK L. GUCCOINE, W3150624, 48th Assault Helicoptesr Company,
were awarded the Distingulshed Flying Cross for providing cover

for a rescue helicopter that was attempting to rescue an IRRP Teanm
near TUY HOA, The UEB-1lD nickup ship was flown by CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER THOMAS E. RAULSCN, W3151094, who was also ewarded the
Distinguisied Flying Cross for his heroisa. While his 3hip epproach-
ed the landing site with its rachine guns blazing, the gunship
poured a steady btarrage of fire on the enemy positions, paving the
way for the guccesaful rascue of the patrol.

19 August - CAPTAIN PAUL R, LALUMIERE JR., 05405855, and CHIEF
WARRANT OFFICER ARCHIE A, HARRELL, W3150783, 48th Assault Heli-
copter Company, were racommended for the award of the Distinguished
Flying Crecss for resculng an LRRP Team that had been ambushed near
DONG TRE. By flying through heavy automatic weapons fire, and direct-
ing their machine gun {ire at the enemy positions, these brave
Fllots made a dering reszue of the patrol,

19 August - CAPTAIN JAMES A. WARREN, OF103066, WARRANT OFFICER
DANIEL A, SULANDER, and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAM G. FOX,
RA16798760, were iecomnmended for the award of the Distinguished
Flying Cross for exfiltrating an LRRP Tean in PHOUC LONG Province,
By cskillfully low laveling into the area, and oringing heavy fire
on the enemy posltions, the rescue was completed,

20 August - CAPTAIN JAMES I. MCDOWELL, 790269, and CAPTAIN LAWRENCE
E. PRAVECEK, 05513272, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, were awarded
the Distinguished Flyiag Cross for exfillirating a reconnalssance
team from the Jjungle nzer DONG TRE, Although under fire from a
force that had lelin 1n ambush, they took the enemy force under fire
and successfully reascued the team,

21 August = On thils da2y, thrse gunships and three unarmed ships
from the 28lst Assault HEslicopter Company were called to extract

& raconralssaince patrol rear FHOUC LONG Province, These crews were
composed of the following men: CAPTAIN TEOMAS P. BUCKIEY, 05320552,
WARRANT OFFICER RONALD O. GADDIS, W3152G55, SERGEANT WILLIAM C.
CARTER, RA1}83227%3, PRIVATE FIRST CLASS LAWRENCE WILLIAMS JR.,

RA 18723297, MAJOR CURTIS GARRETT, 01850237, MAJOR REINO O, OKSA,
071350, SPECIALIST FCURTH CLASS BENNIE J, GOINS, RA 149C9098,
PRIVATE FIBST CLA4SS RICEARD T. COCPER, RA 55504064, CAPTAIN GENE
THOMAS STOCRKWELL, $7520235, WARBANT OFFICER DANIEL A. SULANDER,
W3152892, SPECIALIST £IFTZ CLASS HERSHEL C30SBY, BA 14832153,
SPECIALIST FCURT: CLiSS COSEPH L., TURNER, RA 15308296, CAPTAIN
LYNN F, CCLEMAN, CZ>:2, FIRST LIEUTENANT FRED B, PHILLIPS J2,.,
0571071%, SERGEANT [aMSS W, C0FF, RA 1382055%, SPECIALIST FIFTH
CLASS FARRYL E. DAVIS, RA 17675187, CAPTAIN JAMES G, GCOD, 05309067,
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LIEUTENANT JOHN J, HYATT, 05516591, SPECIALIST FOURBTH
géggg ROBRERT J. LONG, RA 19780623, PFC WILLIAM S, PERREN, RA
14874918, and WARRANT CFFICER RONALD G. PALASCAK, W315274L€,

'WARRANT OFFICER GABY D. O!'CONNER, W3152518, SPECIALIST FCQURTH
CLASS BONNIE B. LINCH, US 5338529+, SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS
RONALD R, SCHWARTZ, US 52618317, As the flight neared the pick-
up zone, it came under murderous enemy flre, The six ship:
poured an enormouns volume of murderous firs con the ernemy, dSut
their resistance was still atrong., As the first rescue ship went
into the pickup zcue it Tecs=ived heavy {ire and was shot down,
As the gunships cocntinued 1o deliver thelr deadly suppressive
fire, the two remaining slicks managed to lacd and pick up both
the patrol and the crew of the downed helicopter, All tweniy
four men were recommended or the eward of the Distinquished
Flying Cross.

21 August - MAJOR ALVERADO F, KYSAR JR., 083656, and CAPTAIN
IVAN G, SWIPT, 02297583, Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
10th Combat Aviation Battalion and 48th Assault Helicopter Come
pany respectively were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cress
for making an emergency medical evacuation nsar TUI HOA, Another
ship that had attempted the pickup had teen damaged by intense
fire and had to atandon the missicn,

2 September = CAPTAIN GEORGE E, DAY, 087081, and FIBST LIEUTENANT
WHITNEY L. YOUNG, 05323083, 48th Aszssault Helicopter Company, were
recommended for the award of the Distingulshed Flying Cross for
extracting a recornsissance tzam that nad been surrounded by a
superior enemy forne, Defying intense enemy fire, the two effected
a daring rescue of the six man teanm,

4 September - CAPTAIN WILLIAM J, BRENDEL, 084558, and FIRST LIRU-
TENANT GENE T, STOCEWELL, ©5320239, 28lst Asssult Helicopter
Company, were recommended for the sward of the Distinguished Flying
Cross for flying individval UH-=1D helicopters involved in an ex-
traction of a Speclal Forces LERP Team, Defying heavy eremy fire,
the two ships succeesded in meking the rescue,

12 September = The following fcur members of the 48th Asszult
Helicopter Compsny were reccmmended fcor the award of the Distine
guished Flying Cross for resculng & reconnalssance element that
was surrounded by & superior Viet Cong rorse near TUY HOA, MAJOR
JOEL J,. WILLIAMS, (<7532, MAJOE RCOBERT L, YOUNG, C7724%3, SPECIALIST
FOURTH CLASS DON J, KUEL, RA 12340672, and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS
ROBERT W. KLINE, R4 153285220, Ar-«r apprcaching the ayea throvgh &
ralny and overzas. nlght, Shs wirorati was met By A hsill o bullets
as 1t apprroacnad tie pilkup zoze, Witha Lhe nosw chiiaf and zunner
pouring cevastiatlsig Jire on ithe snexy scsitizas, ths two pllots ex-
ecuted the rsisu= wiihcub injuzies v 3anage $o the helicepler,
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17 September - FIRST LIEUTENANT STEVEN B. DODGE, 05013874, and
FIRST LIEUTENANT THOMAS M., WALLACE, 05711218, 1i29th Assault Heli-
copter Company, were recommended for the award of the Distingulshed
Flying Cross for rescusing a "HAWK" team that had recently been
inserted near TUY AN, The pliots nad to navigate through overcast
weather using a combination of t{ime, distance and heading., The two
pllots executed a perfect approach to a small landing zone in the
Viet Cong infested area and ccampleted the rescue,

28 September - CAPTAIN JOHN J, LIVINGSTON, OF1043878, and CAPTAIN
BRUCE J., DUBOV, 055011, 1l17th Aszault Helicopter Company, wWere
awarded the Distingulished Flying Cross for mseking a night emer-
gency extraction of a recomnnaissance patrol near TUY AN, The
patrol was being pursued by a superior Viet Cong force, Although
the sky was filled with tracers, they made thelr approach to a
penlight in the small landing zone, touched one skid to the ground,
rapldly loaded trhe patrcl aboard, and flew them to safety,

7 October - CAPTAIN HARRY T, WHETZEL, 02293801, CHIEF WARRBRANT
OFFICER ROBERT F, CHAMBERLAIN, W3152395, SPECIALIST FIFTH CLASS
ROBERT W. GILLIAM, RA 13758594, and PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JCHNNY L.
NEAL, US 55812782, 12Sth Assault Hellcopter Company, were post-
humously awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for their actions
in supporting a Vietnamese company during a mission to secure a
train near DONG BA THIN. When the train came under attack by an es-
timated platoon of Viet{ Cong, the brave crew immediately responded,
Upon completing a strafing run, the aircraft was suddenly hit by
intense ground fire, and crashed, killing all occupants.

20 October - CAPTAIN STEVEN B. DODGE, 05013874, and WARRANT OFFI1CER
CARL DOHERTY JR., W31529%7, 129th Assault Helicopter Company, were
recommended for the award of thke Distinguished Flying Cross for
extracting an LRRP Team near DONG TRE, As they apprcached the site
of the insertlion, they were met by intense enemy fire. At this
moment, a gunshilp piloted by WARRANT OFFICER WILLIAM L. SMITE,
W3153960, came on the scene, He placed his ship between the UH-1D
and the eneny positions s0 a5 to protect the rescue ship, As toth
ships epproached the pizin:p zcne, the gunship wasz able to loose a
devastating stream of {ire cn the enemy pecsiticns, allowing the

pickup to take place, WARRANT OFFICER SMKITH was alsc recommerded for

the award of the Distingulshed Plying Cross.

8 November - CAPTAIN CHARLES S. SIMERLY, OF109296, WARRANT OFFICER
RICHARD J, MEYER, W2154218, SPECIALIST FIPTH CLASS MERLE W, MEARS,
RA 13832086, and STAFF SERGEANT SIDNEY M. CHATMAN, RA 17548300,
129th Assault Heliccr<er Cocmpeny, were reccuzended for the award -7
the Distinguishel Fliing Cross for extracting a beleaguersd gevan
man LARP T=2er rear DONG TRE., Althcougn under 2n intense volame cf
fire whiie Zoading *he wounded, the crew accurehely returred the
fire and pilcked uvr the patrol and flew them to safety,
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11 November - CAPTAIN JOHEN J. LIVINGSTON, OF100878, was pcst-
umously awarded the Silver Star, and WARBANT OFFICER TERRENCE M,
ROONEY, W3152825, SERGEANT MAYNARD J. HUMES, RA 167271790, and
SPECIALIST FOURTHE CLASS LOREN S. REEVES, US 55838313, 117th Assault
HEelicopter Company, were all posthumously awarded the Distinguisned
Flying Cross for crewing an armed UH-lB helicopter providing sun
cover for a combat mission near PLEI DJEREN:. During the battle,
this fearless crew volunteered to fly a direct assault on a well
entrenched heavy machine gun position, As they attacked the position,
they received numerous hits, and although CAPTAIN LIVINGSTON
attempted to land the alrcraft in a small clearing, it crashed in
the jungle, killing the entire crew.

11 November - WARRANT OFFICER FLETCHER S, STITZLE, W1353072, was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for flying in pursult of
two enemy soldiers fleeing a battle area near TUY HOA, Although
the target of automatic weapons fire, WARRANT OFFICER STITZLE
landed his aircraft while his passengers initiated a search for a
suspected Viet Cong hideout,

30 November - FIRST LIEUTENANT EDWEN S. BRAGUE, 05623617, 12Gth
Assault Hellcopter Company, was awarded the Distingulshed Flying
Cross for simulating an extraction of a reconnaissance element
to enable the patrol to regain its clandestine status, When he
arrived over the patrol's location, he immediately began drawing
eneny fire, After skillfully deceiving the enemy and pretending
to load the patrol, he called in artillery fire on the enemy
position and remained in the area until it had been destroyed.

2 December - WARRANT OFFICER DANIEL A. SULANDER, W3152892, WARRANT
OFFICER DONALD D, HARRISON, W1354175, SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS LEE
J. BOUDREADX, JR., and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAM T, BODZICK,
US 55826395, 281st Assault Helicopter Company, were recommended
for the posthumous award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for ex-
traction of a Special Forces team that was under heavy fire, Al-
though no gunship cover was available, the brave crew initlated
their approach through the intense enemy fire, As the helicopter
attempted to depart the area with the patrol aboard, it received
numerous hits. Although the pilots bravely tried to control the
crippled aircraft, 1t crashed, killing the entire crew,

23 December - MAJOR HARRY MCK ROPER JR., 066246, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 1l0th Combat Aviation Battalion, was awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross and MAJOR ALVERADO F. KYSAR JR.,
083656, also of Headquarters and Headquarters Company, was re-
commended for the same honor for supporting a major combat assaul®
near POLEI KLENG. As a flight of hellicopters departed one cf the
pPickup zones, one of the ships lost power and crashed, MAJOR ROPER
and MAJOR KYSAR were immediately on the scene, calling rescue shins
to the area and directing friendly fire on known enemy positions.
Their poise and bravery allcwed the crew of the fallen helicopter
to be successfully rescued and flown to safety.
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23 December - MAJOR HERSCHELL B, STEPHENS, 02269631, 117th Assault
Helicopter Company was awarded the Distinguished PFlying Cross for
flying & UH«lD in search of a C-130 transport that had crashed
near TUY HOA, After locating the downed ship, MAJOR STEPHENS,
although wounded in the foot, bravely continued the mission until
he was sure there were no survivors,

23 December - WARRANT OFFICER MICHAEL R. SMITH, W3153959, 129th
Assault Hellocopter Company, was recommended for the Distinguished
Flying Cross for rescuing the crew of a ship that had crashed near
KONTUM, Although he had to literally chop his way through the
heavy Jungle canopy with his rotor blades to get to his stricken
comrades, he courageously and skillfully effected the rescue of the
entire orew,

27 December -~ LIEUTENANT COLONEL BENJAMIN L. HARRISON, 065760,
Commanding Officer, l0th Combat Aviation Battallon, was recommended
for the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for actions during
the largest night combat assault ever attempted in the Republic of
Vietnam, LIEUTENANT COLONEL HARRISON braved heavy enemy fire as he
unhesitatingly led the flight through the darkness. His navigation
wasg perfect, as all landing zones were assaulted precisely on
schedule, despite the severe turbulence and gusty winds in the
precipitous, Jjungle covered mountains,
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