
3 Pcb~ - FIRST LIEUTENANT KENNETH B. MCLAUGHLlN, 05220501, 
l29th Assault Hellcopter Company was awarded the Dlstlnguished 
Flylng Cross for sklllfully crash landlng hls aircraft in the 
jungla after experlenclng a sudden loss of power. The lar..d.lr.g 
Has acoo~plished with no 1njuries to the crew and only mlnor 
damage to t~e helicopter. 

7 Februar;t' - CAPTAIN DONALD R. KELSEY, 05307234, and CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER EENJAMIN F. WILSON, 48th Assault Helicopter Company, ~ere 
recommended for the award of the Dlst1ngulshed Flying Cross for 
providing cover for a ship carrying an emergency re-supp1y of 
ammunitlon to an American force under enemy flre, the pllots of 
tr',e UH-lD carrylng the ammunltlon, MAJOR RALPH W. BROMAN, 0782L~2, 
and FIRST LIEUTENANT PAUL SILVEBBEBGER. were also recommended for 
the ui'lard of the D1stlnguished Flylng Cross for thelr courageous 
a.ctlon. 

8 February - CAPTAIN REX S. SAINDON. 05700172, l17th Assault Heli­
copter Comp~~, was ~warded the Dlstlnguished Flylng Cross for 
~v.mg the crew of a crashed helicopter just off-shore at TUY HOA • 
. U'~houeh the updrafts and other turbulence made the approach almost 
impossible, CAPTAIN SAINDON sklllfully touched down on a boulder 
and evacuated all personnel. 

11 February - CAPTAIN JOHN B. DAHILL, 086039. and FIRST LIEUTENANT 
LOUIS L. SEXAUER. 05321131, l4Sth Airllft Platoon, were awarded 
the Dist1nguished Flylr~ Cross for pllotlng a gunshlp in support 
of a Vietnamese oombat misslon near TAN TRU. They poured a devas­
tatlng volu~e of flre on a Viet Cong force that was trapped by the 
Vlet~acese troops. 

28 Feb~lar3 - NABRL~T OFFICER HOlE D. TrBEETTS, W3152348. l29th 
Assault Helico~ter Company. was awarded the Dlstlnguished Flylng 
Cross for lead1ng two armed hellcopters supportlng a combat assault 
near T~l EOA. He coordinated~ led and dl~ected close air support 
against tr.e lnsurgent posltlons. all the whlle recelvlng intense 
hostile ground flre. 

4 I-'iaroh - MAJOR LAVERE W. BINDRUP, OF103657, and CAPTAIN VINCE:ZT 
G. RIPOLL, 02309967, of the 48th Assault Helicopter Compar~, were 
a~ar~ed the D1stlns~ls~ed Flylng Cross for a night emergency ced­
iC3.l evaouation of ~~lO lfOu.r:ded Americans while lL'1der fire. 

1.:, r1~r;;11 - CAF7J"J.r:: ;O'-1',i .:1:. 30YSEN t 085919, 2...1'1d \0/ ARRANT OFFICER 
NEB-I.E J. ~.p~rOLD, WJ1523130 129th Assault Helic opter Company, ,;~~re 
aws-:!'C:ed ·C~e r::'3tJ.n0~:1s:1ed Fly1r-.g Cross for each fl~Ting a helico~t;c:i'­
loaded. ~ri t~'1 e:uerge::1.c;r supp11es to a un1t that had been surrot::.:::':.?';;' 
.100.::: T~iY :iOAe A~ter approaching the 18,ndip..g zone through :::1t1,~derc'.:3 
dne:.1.;,r ~ire, the t\\'O ::::hips su~ceeded in dell verlng their preclo\15 
c.oa.rgo~ 
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6 March - CAPTAIN JOSEPH C. GROSS III. OF106635. 129th Assault 
Hel1copter CO~&1Y. was aw~~~d the D1st1r~u1shed F1Yir~ G~o~s 
for lead1ng a fllg1:.t of three ut1lity helic<;:)pters dur1ng a vital 
re-s'.lPPly miss10n llear TUY HOA. Although. hls f11ght was co~t1n­
uelly exposed to lntens1~e hostile f1re, CAPTAIN GROSS lL~errlr~ly 
led h1s three ships in a su~cessful re-supply of the fr1endly forces. 

9 l1arch - M}.JOR I.AVERE W. E!NDRUP, OF10)657, a..."ld FIRST L!EUTENANT 
WINDELL V. GREEN, 05J;.06l75, 48th Assault Helioopter Com.pany, lTe:-e 
awarded the D1~tinouls~ed F~-1ng Cross for mak1ng a successful 
emergency land1ng a~ter their ship was raked by enemy f1re, sav1~3 
the sh1p from destruct10n and the cr~w from almost ce~tain injury. 

12 March - MAJOR RALPH W. BROMAN, 078242, 48th Assault He11copter 
Compar~, was awarded the D15t1r~~1shed FlY1ng Cross for leading a 
major n1ght assault in the vic1n1ty of TOY ROA. Although the v1s-
1b1l1ty was poor and the 1~~1ng zone almost 1mpossible to d1scern 
1n the darkness. ~~\JOR BROML~ succ~ssfully led h1s f11ght through & 
hall of automatic 'W·ee.!=)on.s f1re. 

21 March - MAJOR AUGUSTUS L. SHEIDER JR., 0822)7, CAPTAIN REX E. 
SAINDON, 05700172, m1d CAPTAIN KENNETH W. SCHERZ, OF105820, 117th 
Assault He11copter Company It were awarded the D1st1ngu1shed P~1ng 
Cross for mak1ng repeat~d re-supp11es of cr1t1cally needed ammun1-
tion to a beleagured Amer1can force near TOY ROA. Although exposed 
to v1cious enemy f1re, w1th the added d1ff1eulty of darkness to 
h1nder them, the ~isslon was completed. 

27 March - FIRST LlEUTEN}~T FREDDIE J. USSERY, 05)18284, 129th 
Assault He11copter CO!:lpany, was recommended for the award of the 
D1st1ngu1shed Flying Cross for de11ver1ng a cr1t1cal~ needed re­
supply of ammun~:t10n 9.I'..d other ~r1 tical cargo through heavy f1::.-e to 
an assault force near TOY HOA. 

28 March - CWO DAVID P. DAVIS, W,151827, and CWO GEORGE M. DENT, 
Wy20546, l29th AsSal.l1t Helicpter Company, were awarded the D1st1ng­
u1shed Fly1ng Cross for the ext=act1on of a t~apped LRRP Team near 
TOY ROA. While CWO DENT's pickup ship braved the enemy b~lleta to 
make the p1ckup, C~O DAVIS's gunship poured deadly suppress1ve fire 
on the enemJ pos1tlens. 

)0 March - MAJOR RONALD R. MERRITT t OF100428. and CAPTAIN H.ABRY T. 
WHETZEL, 0229330~o ~.29~;h Assau~-:; Helioopter Company. were awarded 
th'9 Dlst1ns:.1sr:ed. FJ.y1.::1g Cross i"or the extraction of a J:"l!tcol'l..na1.zs-
an"e ..... at-o .. ··""r.e .... ""-~ .• --".lI>_ .. ,y ''''~a......u- I .... i-""e ne"'- '1"!Troy !.!o~ Dl""ec.A.4"t7 ",. ~ ......... I.J. .. ..;._:. _ ""-..... fJ'..:.~ ......... _ ~ ••• ,,; '..~ .. ~4 ... ...) • .::l ..... .. _ "'..&.._~ 

silppressive :mac.hi::J.~ gli.."1 f1.:re en the enemy pos~ti,=,l.1! t..t.ed- aceo:m.plishec~ 
the m1ssion. 
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1 Aprll - CAPTAIN DONALD R. KELSEY, 053072,;4, 48th Assault 
Hellcopter Company, was awarded the Dlstlngulshed Flylng Cross 
for a medlcal evacuatlon near QUI NHON. In order to allow the 
UDu,st Off" shlp to make the rescue, CAPTAIN KELSEY placed hls 
shlp between the enemy positlons and the rescue ship, drawing 
all of the enemy flre. 

3 Aprll - WARRAl'~T OFFICER RICHARD N. BLUNT, W1352780, WARRANT 
OFFICER GERALD W. RAGLAND. W22l6065, and PFC G~~ A. SCHNEIDER, 
RA 16825711. 117th Asseult Helloopter Company, were awarded the 
Distingulshed Flying Cross for flylng oontlnuously for ten hours 
in support of a combat operatlon near TOY HOA. Thelr ship contln­
uously defled heavy enemy flre to deliver ammunltlon and medlcal 
supplles, and to make many medical evacuatlons. 

3 Aprl1 - CAPTAIN RICHARD D. AKBE, 05704107, and FIRST LIEUTENANT 
HOMER J. JORDAN, 05318362, l17th Assault Hellcopter Company, were 
awarded the Dlstl~lished Flylng Cross for providlng gun cover for 
an UH-lD attemptlng ~~ emergency extractlon of a small patrol near 
DONG TRE. These two pl10tsunleashed a torrent of deadly fire at the 
enemy, allowing the plckup shlp to make a successful extractlon. 

3 Aprll - MAJOR RONALD H. MERRITT, OFI00428, l29th Assault Heli­
copter Company was recommended for the Dlstlngulshed Plying Cross 
for extraotlng three members of a reconnalssance patrol who were 
escaplng from a Viet Cong force. Wlthout the aid of gunshlps, 
MAJOR MERRITT bravely plcked up the trl0 and flew them to safety. i 
4 April .. CAPTAIN HABRY T. WHETZEL, 02293801. CWO WALTER L. PISHER, 'Ii 

W3l50265, and CWO ROLF E. SCHOEIKOPP, W315l736, 129th Assault Hell­
copter Company, were awarded the Distlngulshed Plylng Cross for es- I 
oortlng an unarmed hellcopter to extract a, LBBP near TOY HOA. Wben f 
the UH-lD was hlt b.J hostile flre and crashed, the gun crew immed- ! I lately jettisoned thelr rocket pods and went to the rescue, picking I 
up the stranded troops and flying the heavily loaded airoraft to t 
s~e~. ! 

6 Aprll - CAPTAIN JOHN H. BOYSEN. 085919. 129th Assault Helicopter 
Company, was recommended for the award of the Dlstlnguished Flylng 
Cross for flying more than ten hours in continuous support ot combat 
operatlons near TJY ROA. Although his alrcratt was under intense 
flre during the entlre time, he successfully accomplished his mlssi~ 

21 April - MAJOR HARRY J. ZELLMER, 01935738, and MAJOR AUGUSTUS L. 
SHEIDER JR. o 0822:37. 117th Assault Hellcopter Company, were awa:"d.~'~ 
the D1stingulshed Fly1ng Cross for landlng a reconnaissance team 
near PHAN THIET. They flew to the selected landing zone only to '!:~e 
met by heavy autc!I!e,tic weapons fire. They placed sUPPl"essi ve fire C~ 
the enemy pos1tion~ end inserted the reconnaissance team in an al­
ternate landing zone. 
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24 Aprll - MAJOR LAVERE W. BINDRUP, OF10J657, 48th Assault Hel1-
copter Company, was awarded the Dlstlngulshed Flying Cr~ss fc~ 
flndlng and guldlng a lost hellcopter to safety. M}~OR BINDRUP 
flew at tree top level over the enemy lnfested territo17t1 lo:::;!3.t~d 
the lost shlp, and led lt to safety. 

18 May - CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER THOMAS J. SCHAUMBERG, WJ20055.511 
and WARRANT JOHN W. HUDSON, 129th Assault Hellcopte~ Compan;r. were 
~ecommended for the Dlstingulshed Flylng Cross for extraoting a~ 
LRRP Team that was engaged ln a bltter flre fight wlth a s~peri:= 
Viet Cong voroe. Wltho~t any gunshlp support, these pllots l&r~e~ 
in a small jungle clearlng, touched one skld to the steep sl!')pe, 
~ ploked up the patrol. 

2 June - CAPTAIN LLOYD A. SCHMID, 02284767 and CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER ROSS E. Y~LE, WJ2005JO, of the 4Ath Assault Hellccpte= 
Company, were awaried the Distlngulshed Flylng Cross for provldir~ 
gun cover for heli~cpters re-supplylng a frlendly Vletnamese foroe 
that was in dar~er of being overrun. By placl~~ accurate suppr~ss-
1ve fire on the well armed enemy, these two pllots allowed the 
s~ccessful re-~~pply of the embattled Vletnamese. 

J June - CAPTAIN RICHARD D. AKBB, 05704170, FIRST LIEUTENANT 
HOMER R •. JORDON, 05318362, CHIEF W ARRANT OFPlCER HAROLD R. REBER, 
W22l5844 , and WARRANT OFFICER EDWIN R. CONSTANT, W3l525l6, ll7th 
Assault Hellcopter Company, were awarded the Dlstlngulshed Flying 
Cross for aldlng a Vletnamese unlt engaged ln a bltter flre flght 
wlth an estlmated reglment of Vlet Cong near DAK TO. Although thelr 
gunshlps recelved multiple hlts, and several crewmembers were in­
jured, they poured s devastatlng amount of flre on the enemy. 

7 June - On thls date, a large Vlet Cong force suddenly attempted 
to overrun an artl1lery posltlon near DAK TO. The Commandlng Gen­
eral of the 1st Brlgade, 101st Airborne Dlvlslon, and hls staff 
were vlsltlng the artillery posltlons at the tlme o Hls command end 
control hellcopter was alrborne, clrcllng the area when the vloioas 
attack commenced. Tae orew of the shlp was composed of CAPTAIN 
JAMES F. PRICE, 05515117, Alc, CWO GEORGE A. WECKERLE, W221~352t 
STAFF SERGEANT AI,I·m L. RUSSELL, BA55658l90, and SPECIALIST FIVE 
ORVILLE L. STOVER, RA 19781824, of the 48th Assault He11copte= 
Comp&n1. They flew right into the midst of the battle, with th~ 
crew chlef a.~ ~ler pouring tire at the enemy. The pilots ~~~_ 
'Uvered their ship t~ trJ' and disrupt the enemy attack. Thes~ f.;:;::= 
men recelved th~ D1stir~~lshed Flying Cross. After the attac~ 
commenced, Joker g~!saips ~3hed to the scene. They d1rected an 
enormous volume of fl=e ~t the attackers, and inflicted majo~ 
casualties on the e~emy. Tee two crews were oomposed cf CA?T;~N 
DONALDR. KELSEY. ~53072J4. CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER DOMINIC L. 
GUCCIONE, STAPF SERGEANT ROBERT E. SHANNON. BAl5556582. SPECIALIST 
FIVE ALOIS MUELLER. SPECIALIST FOUR BOBBY R. HAMBY, and PR!\, ATE 
FIRST CLASS FLOYD E$ GREER, US 54364461, also of the 48th Assault; 
Helicopter Company~ These men were all recommended fer the a.wa~J. 
of the Dlstlnguished Flying Cross. 
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13 June - CAPTCN MORRIS R. STEErrSON. 05310067, and CAPTAIN JA.~S 
F.PRICE, 48th Assau.~t Helicopter Company, were recommended for 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for actions while on a search a~d 
destroy mission near DAK TO. After discovering a sizeable Viet Ccmg 
,:,~·):.'~e 1n the jll,;.'lgle, t~ley launched an attack on the enemy. AlthO·.lgh 
th~1r ship wa:s t.1 .. ~ four :.:;~ . .l:teSt they persisted in their attack a...'rld. 
led rei~forcements to tr.e area. 

1.3 June ... W.4.B.RANT OFFICER RICS.ARD J. FEDOROWICZ, W3l5J592 tan':'" 
W~qk~T OF?!CE3 RI~HAP.~ R. IZOLO. W3152908. 117th Assault Hel1-
~opter Com~any were aWE=~~d the Dist1n~~ished Flying Cress fc:.' 
locat1ng ~'rld extrac~i~~ a Special Forces Team that was trying tc 
excape fro~ a Viet Cv~~ ~oroe near POLEI KLENG. With their ~achi~e 
guns fi~1~t ar-d a gunship providing deadly close-in fire s~p?ortt 
t~le reSClle wa~ :!Lade. T..'1.e gu..:'ls~ip pilots, FIRST LIEUTENANT LARRY A. 
JEFFERIES, 05709520, ~~d GSIEF WARRANT OFFICER HAROLD O. CROOKS. 
~012215624, 1:!.7th ASGa1.l1t Heli~:."l!='ter Company, were also awarded ~he 
Distinguished Plying Cross ~or their courageous actions. 

14 J\!l1e ... CAPTA.1N JAMES Ao MIJ CP.ACKEN, 05301776, was recommend.~i 
for the Distingulshed F:Yir~ Cross for providing gun cover fo~ a 
UR.lD attempting ';'-;0 loce:;e Ii. six man ~econnaissance patrol. CAPTAIN 
11C CRACKEN ?lacec. d.eadly flc-.:e on the enemy forces and drew the 
J::o:stile fire aT:l~;j f:com tr..e resou.e sh1P. insuring the success cf the 
~iss~on. CAP~A.'tN MC CRACKEN' was a member of the 129th A. H. C. 

15 June - CAPTAIN FRANCIS J. RODDY, 05404368, 117th Assault Heli~ 
oopter Company was p-w~~~a the Distinguished Flying Cross for ex­
tracting en LRBP T~~ that was in heavy contact with the enemy~ 
CAPTAIN RODDY dei'io!1 ~~.o!.I"'.ls enemy fire and rescued the six ::aa.rl 
patrol, 

17 June - eRIE!" WARRANT OFFICER CECIL C. GIBSON, W3151023, 129th 
Assau:t He11cop~er Co~any was awarded the D1stinguished Flying 
Cross for prov1d1~~ cover for a UH-lD that was to extract a be. 
sieged j,;'econ:.:'laissB...."'lce pat:,,-::l. Arriving a'l; the pickup site before 
Ghe reSCile sh!:;. h~ '.:::r:.:t.ed.ie:t;ely launched heavy gun runs on the 
enemy position, i;'::tltcting m.a~:r casualties. He then esoorted the 
resC·J.e ehip 11~';;O tile plck;'lJ_p ZClr.i.e, where the extraction was made. 

18 June - ~aJCR Cf_qJJ R. JONES. 02266308, 48th Assault Helicopter 
Co~pa:ny. was 9.N·;..r(":~1. t'~~ Dl:stlngulshed Flying Cross for flying s. 
t'R-1B a..~ed :'.~::.~ :~j}~~!, in ~U;\pCTt of a combat assa'llt near DAK :0. 
t-lhen the ass.;l:·::.···, ~';-.:'..~~5 ::>3.m\~i;.:..de::..~ heaV"J fire t MAJOR JONES e3ts.:'-
l1.shed a f~.:z. '~n o!;:.-:-"~~:";f. f~EfI'l~ssly e.tta.eked thei::- posi tiol1~, .;.';.:1 
a'l.lo'W~(i t(,.~ ~~. :~::l."'~~ ~:: ;() f~0~~ .. t.i;1\:·::: .. 

16 J~ly ~ MAJOR R~C~:~~D T. CLINE~ 04030723, and CAPTAIN RICHARD ~. 
CHAP}tAN JR., ~22j7G6J.t J.29th A.ssa!llt Helicopter Company, wer~ 
a:.lJard..ed the D1;:;: ~ ··;8.1 ... ~;i').'ed Flyir..g Crcss !'or resc.uing &. ba:lly ou:!;~ 
~u.mbered S,ecia.l F('::..~cez ?~gJII. n~s.r DAK TO. Although receiving h~&.'1.~.~ 
h03ti1e f1!'e, t':ey s!~illf'l:J.y mace the pickup of the team. 



26 Jul.:,y - MAJOR HABBY MCK ROPER JR, 066246, 48th Assault He11-
cop~er Company, was recommended for the Dlstlngulshed Flylr~ C~~Sd 
for fl.:,ylng a OH-lD ln support of combat operatlons near TUY HOA. 
Atter recelvlng a call statlng that two lnjured men were stra~ded 
in a mlnefleld, MAJOR ROPER ~~esltatlngl.:,y flew to the mln~f!eld, 
hovered hls shlp only lnohes off the ground, and rescued the ~n­
jured men. 

a August - LIEUTENANT COLONEL BENJAMIN La HABBISON was awa::-d"d 
the Sllver star a.z:d LlEUTENA.~T COLONEL FRANK R. WILSON was re ... 
co:nm.ended for the same h,:mo:'. On thls date, whlle flylng a c,:.m::;.:=."':-: 
and c"ntrol hellcopter durlng the conduct of a major combat a';"~":"'..;;.lt 
near TOY HOA, th~y rece 1 ved word that an Amerlcan patrol had t:ap­
tured an lmportant ~rlsoner. They promptl.:,y flew to the patrol, 
whlch was ln a bl tteJ..' !1:;'e fight. Bravel.:,y defylng the heavy ene;,~ 
fire, they landed !n 1;r.e pi~kup zone. Slnce the area was so ~cn­
f~.ned, three vol-;;.ntec::'s had to stay behlnd. to allow a successful 
tclwoff. il.Cte:::::" d~part1r..c the area through a hall of bullets, LIEU­
TENANT COLONEL HARRISON 8..."'ld LIEUTENANT COLONEL WILSON dell vered the 
valuable prlsoner to an interrogatlon team. They then returned tc 
the patrol's locatlons to pick up th~ men who had st.,ed behlnd. 
One of these volu."'lt~ers was MAJOR P.BANCIS D. BETTINGER, 085481, Kho 
was also reco~~ended fer the award of the Sllver Star. Arter depart­
lng the hellcopter, MAJOR BETTINGER lmmedlately took hls trl0 to 
relnforce the patrol. They became engaged ln a flre flght wlth the 
enemy forces. When ~"'lshlps approached the posltlon, MAJOR BETTINGER . 
dlrected thelr f!~e to the enemy strongholds. Wlth the ald of the 
command and control shlp, MAJOR BETTINGER and the trapped force were 
rescued from aluost certaln ann1hllatlon. 

13 August - FIRST LIEUTENANT WHITNEY I. YOUNG: JR., 05323085, 48th 
Assault Helloopter Company, was awarded the D1stlngulshed Pl.:,ylng 
Cross for extractlng an LBRP Team near DONG TRE. Wlthout the ald 
of any gunships, LIEUTENANT YOUNG flew rlght through the enemy fire 
to the slte of the trapped t~am. calmly holdlng the shlp on the 
ground untll the t~am had boarded. He then flew through stlll ncre 
hostlle flre to safety. . 

14 August - CAPTAIN LOUIS T. COX. JR., 04031385, and WARRANT OFFICER 
RICHARD P. TAILOR, 48th Assault Hellcopter Company, were awarded 
the Distingulshed Flylng Cress for exflltratlng an LRBP Teem near 
l'Jl' CANH. Because of the na~ure of the terraln, onl.:,y two men 3.':'; »1 
tlme could be lifted out& These pllots made three trlps lnto a 
difflcult plck'.J.p zcn~ ul1.de:- enemy flre to effect thls ::-escue. 

17 Aguust - WARR}..lJT CFFICEB. STERLING J. ESSENMACHER, W3l530450 
28lst Assat:.lt Helic·.o?ter Company, was al..rarded the D1st.1ngu!3h~( 
Fly1ng Cross fo::' .T.e.:!'.:!1g an ~.J:1"1u..."llt1b:>' re-supply' into' t.'1. Vh;t!"~c::1.:_!.::'.-.;: 
force that was ~deI' h-!avy s1eg~o Although under lnten~e f1::o. ~I'::; 
dellvered the pr~'ciolls ~'j"'mun1tion. 



18 August. MAJOR CARL R. JONES, 02266308, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 
DOMINICK L. GUCCOlNE, W3150624, 48th Assault Helicopt~r Comp~Jt 
were awarded th~ Diatingu1shed Flying Cross for providing cover 
fo~ a resoue helicopter that was attempting to rescue a~ LRBP Team 
nea~ TUY HOA. The UH-lD pick"~p ship was flown by' CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER THOMAS R. RAULSCN, W3l51094, who was also awarded the 
D1stinguis~ed Flying Cross for his heroism. While his ahip approaoh. 
ed the landing sit~ with its ~achine ga~s blazing, the gunsr.ip 
poured a steady barrage of fire on the enemy pos1tions, paving the 
way for the succeasful resc~e of the patrol. 

19 August - CAPTAIN PAUL R. LALUMIERE JR., 05405855, and CHIEF 
WARRANT OFFICER ARCHIE A. HARRELL, W3150783. 48th Assault Heli­
copter Company, were l\~comme::;.ded for the awax'Ci of the Disting'..1ished 
Flying Cross for r~scu1;:lg an LBRP Team that had been ambushed near 
DONG TRE. By flying thro~~~ heavy automatic weapons fire, and direct­
i~~ their machine ~~ fire at the enemy pOSitions, these brave 
pilots ~ade a daring ~esc~e of the patrol. 

19 AUgust - C.APTAI!{ J~4,.,.'l!ES Ao WARREN, OF10)066, WARRANT OFFICER 
DANIEL A. SULA.~DER. and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAJ! G. FOX, 
B.Al6798760, were l"ecoi.Dm~nded for theaws.rd. of the Dist1nguished 
Fly1ng Cross for exf11trat1ng an LRBP Team 1n PROUC LONG Prov1nce. 
By sk111fu1ly low 1~ve11ng into the &-~a, and br1ng1ng heav,v f1re 
on t~e enemy pOSitions, the rescue was completed. 

20 August - CAPTAIN JAMES I. MCDOWELL, 090269. and CAPTAIN LAWRENCE 
E. PRAVECEK, 055l~299, 46th Assault Helicopter Company, were awarded 
the Distingu1shed FlyiAg C~osa for ext11trat1ng a reconna1ssance 
team from t~1.e jil::.lg:.~ !lear DONG TRE. Although under fire from a 
foroe that r.e.c! le.i;~ i~1 ambi18il, tr..ey took the enemy force under tire 
and suocessfu1ly r~soued th6 team. 

21 August. On t~ls 1a7. th~e ~~ah1ps end three unarmed ships 
from th~ 28lst As~ault Helicopter Company were called to extraot 
a. L"~cor..r.;.R1s3a..i.Ce patrol ne~ FROUe LONG Provinoe. These C:i:'6Wa 111!l"e 
composed of the foll~wi~~ ~~~: CAPTAIN THOMAS P. BUCKLEY. 05320552, 
WARRANT OFFICER RONAL&) O. GADDIS, W31.52955, SERGEA..~T WILLIAM C. 
CARTER, RAl~832'9), PRI7AXE FIRST CLASS LAWRENCE WILLIAMS JR., 
RA 1872)297. MAJOR CL~TIS GARBETT, 01890237, MAJOR HEINO O. OKSA. 
071350, SPECI~ST FCURTH CLASS BENNIE J. GOINS, RA 149C9098, 
PRIVATE FIRST CUSS R!CHARD T. COOPER, RA 56404064" CAPTAIN GENE 
THOMAS STOCKWELL, C5)'20239 II W~'::).E.A..~T OFFICER DANIEL A. SULAI~DER, 
W3132S92, SPECIAlIST r!F~ CLASS HERSHEL CROSBY, EL\ 14882153, 
SPE("IT A'P' TS~ Fent:;.,.,.-.; ('"'" :"C!5 "'Oc!""~H L :T:Tro~Tl::'Ji ~ A ": Ci'O(?96 ~ II",!,. T"'T ~-"'~ 4 "-'.a;::.. .... .:- ... ~~ ~ ........ ~ <I'" .......... '\I~.:...., __ ~ __ ./ ~..,..., • .,,~ ~~ ... 

LYNN F. COLEMAl~, ·)t~:.s;'2" ?!:aST UE'i;::'EN,,~T FEE!) E. PHILLIPS JR •• 
057107;~4. SER.G'E;":~': ~:'y.e~s W" C·CFF to RA 1]82056!i-, SPECIALIST FIFTH 
CLASS FABRYL H. D~~f/:2, !lA 1'(67;;137 tt CAPTAIN JAMES G. GOOD, 05)09067. 

7-12 



PIRST LIEUTENANT JOHN J. HYATT, 05426591, SPECIALIST FOURTH 
CLASS ROBBB.T J. LONG, u. 19780623, PPC WILLIAJIl Se PERBEN, RA 
14874918, and W ARRANT OPPICER RONALD G. PALASCAlt, WJ152746. 

'WARRANT OPPICER GARY D. O'CONNER, W3152918, SPECIALIST POORTH 
CLASS RONNIE B. LYNCH, US 5))852.91:-, SPECIALIST POURTH CLASS 
RONALD R. SCHWARTZ, US 526!9J17. As the f11ght neared the p1ck­
~p zone, it came ~~der m~erous enemy f1~eo The six sh1p~ 
poured an eno::"mous 'Volume of m-Ill"derous fir!! en the enem;,r 0 '::>ut 
the1r res1stance was still atr';)ng., As th.e t1rst :reSC"!le sh1p went 
1nto the p1ckup zc~e it rec~1ved heavy fire and was shQt down. 
As the gunsh1ps cl::,ntlnued to d$11'ier -:;ne1r deadl1' suppress1ve 
fire, the two rema1ning s11cks mA~aged to land and p1ck up both 
the patrol and the a~w of the downed he11copter. All twent7 
four men were recommended fo= the award ot the Dist1nqu1shed 
Pl1'1ng Cross. 

21 August .. MAJOR ALVERADO P. KYSAR JR., 083656, and CAPTAIN 
IVAN G. SWIFT, 02297583. Headquarters and Headquarters ComP&nT, 
10th Combat Av1at1on Batta110n and 48th Assault Helicopter Co~ 
P&n1 respect1vel1 were .. a.~ed the D1st1ngu1shed PlJ1ng Cross 
tor making an emergenc7 med1cal evacuation n~ar TOY HOA. Another 
ship that had attempted the p1cr~p had been damaged b.1 intense 
f1re and had to abandon the m1ss1on. 

2 September .. CAPTAIN GEORGE E. DAY, 087081, and PIRST LIBOtDART 
WHITNEY L. YOUNG, 05323083, 48th A.3s&.ult Helicopter COlllPalJ7, were 
recommended tor the sward ot the Dist1ngu1shed Plrlng Cross tor 
extract1ng a reconna1ssance team that had been surrounded b,J a 
super10r ene~ for~6o Det7ins 1ntense enem7 t1re, the two eftected 
a daring rescue of the s1x man team .. 

4 September - CAPTAIN WILLIAM J .. BBENDEL. 084958, and PIRST LIEU ... 
TENANT GENE T. STOCKWELL, 05320239, 28lst Assault He11copter 
COlllP&n7, were :recommended tor the sward of ·t~e Dist1ngU1shed Plr1ng 
Cross for tl1'1ng 1nd1v1dual tJB ... lD helicvpters invo~ve.d in an ex­
traction of a Spe~1al Porces LBRP Team .. Def71ng heavy enemr fire, 
the two sh1ps succaeded in m2klr~ th~ rescue .. 

12 September - The follow1ng rota Illembers of the 48th Assault 
He1100pter COlIlP&n7 were reoc~ended for the sward ot the D1st1n­
gu1shed Plrlng Cro2s for rescuing & rec~nna1s£ance element that 
was surrounded b~ & superior V1et Cong torce near TU~ HOA. MAJOR 
JOEL J. VILLIAlm. CS'l532. I«...AJ'OB. ROBERI' L.. YOUNG, CT1243 p SPECIALIST 
POUB'l'H CLASS DON J. KtiHL, ItA 1:;:849673 0 and SPECIALIST FOtJ"BTH CLASS 
ROBERT W. KLINE, :?:.A 1633.5220 .. M.: '~~:r appZ'~e.chi::'lg th~ a.rea ehro1:.gh a 
ra1ny and ovt.r:;a:::; ::::"gh-: II ~:~! f:d.:rc-~~~'i; -~a.s met by a hal:!. v:" bullets 
as 1 t appr?ach~d t: ... e pir:.k".'tp ~.:.::e" 'W~:~~ '!;h.e '::::ew c!lief 9.lld gu.."lIler 
Pour1ng c'-vasi':at3. ~~ ,"'1-"el',!"l +:'" • .... ~, •.. r.''''. - ..... <''''~'''''''''':;: ';"r.:' ......... c· ""1' -ts ex ..." ." ·· ...... 0 ............ ' ,.....~- "~4"; V!..4V.-.", z.'~.,::)~. ""_"'.:........ u.""" 1/,;"" ~ _'-' ca 

ecuted the rei3.:n.'i.1! TtI~ . .-;,:tc"Jt; lnj-~~68 ',::;' i&lage t-o th~ hel1~cpter .. 



17 September - FIRST LIEUTENANT STEVEN B. DODGE, 05013874, and 
FIRST LIEUTE:iANT THORAS M. WAIl/ACE, 05711218, l29th Assault He11-
copter CompBnT, were recommended for the award of the D1st1ngu1shed 
F~1ng Cross for rescu.e1ng a IIHAWKft team that had recently been 
inae~ted near TOY AN. The p1lots had to navigate through overcast 
weather us1ng a comb1nat10n of t1me, d1stanoe and head1ng. The two 
p1lots e%ecuted a perfect approach to a small land1ng zone 1n the 
V1et Cong infested area and co~pleted the rescue. 

28 September - CAPTAIN JOHN J. LIVINGSTON, OF100878, and CAPTAIN 
BRUCE J a DUBOV. 095012, l17t~ L9sault He11copter Company, were 
swarded the D1st1ngu1shed Flying Cross for mak1ng a n1ght emer­
genoy extract10n of a recoraulissance patrol near TOY AN. The 
patrol was be1ng p~sued by a superior V1et Cong force. Al~hough 
the sky was filled w1th tracers, they made the1r approach to a 
pen11ght 1n the s~ll landing zone, touched one sk1d to the grour~, 
rap1d~ loaded the patrol aboard, and flew them to safety. 

7 October .. CAPTAIN HARRY T. WHETZEL. 02293801, CHIEF WABRANT 
OFFICEB ROBERT F. CHAMBERLAIN. W3l52395. SPECIALIST FIFTH CLASS 
ROBERT W. GILLIAM, RA 19798594, and PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JOHNNY L. 
NEAL, US 55812782, l29th Assault He11copter Company, were post­
h~ously awarded the Dist1ngu1shed Fly1ng Cross for the1r act10ns 
1n support1ng a Vietnamese oompar~ dur1ng a miss10n to secure a 
tra1n near DONG BA THIN. When the tra1n came under attack by an es­
t1mated platoon of V1et Cong, the brave crew immed1ately responded. 
Upon complet1ng a straf1r~ ~~. the aircraft was sudden~ h1t by 
1ntense ground fire, a~d oraahed, killing all occupants. 

20 October - CAPTAIN STEVEN B. DODGE, 05013874, and WARRANT OFFICER 
CARL DOHERTY JR., W3152947. l29th Assault Helicopter Company, were 
recommended for the ~ard of the Distingu1~hed Flying Cross for 
extract1ng an LBBP Te~ near DONG TRE. As they approached the site 
of the insertion, they were met b.J intense enemy fire. At this 
moment, a gun&~1p piloted by WARRANT OFFICER WILLIAM L. SMITH, 
W3l53960, came on the seene o He placed his ship between the OB-lD 
and the enecy positions Sv as to pro~~ct the rescue shlpo As both 
ships s.pproached tl:~ pil'}k'1.::.p zone, the gunship waa able to loose a 
devastating st~eam of fire en tr.e enemy p~ait1cnso allowing the 
pickup to take place. WABR&~T OFFICER SMITH was also recummer-ded ~or 
the award of the D1stinguish~:l Flying Cross. , 
8 November - CAPTA.IN CHARLES S. SIMERLY, OF109296, WARRANT OFFICER 
RICHARD J. MEYER, W315421B, SPECIALIST FIFTH CLASS MERLE W. ME;~S, 
BA 13832086, and STP~F SERGEM{T SIDNEY M. CH~MANe RA 17548)00, 
129th Assault H~l:r: c.::~;'!z- CC:::::l:t'e!1Y It were rec,c::rln~nded for the award 
the Dlst!ngu.ishe:. ;;':~;~ng C!"oss fOJ:" extracting a beleagt.:.~red 3even 
man La..l1.P Tl!eJ!! !:~ar DONG TRE. Alt~c'U.gh under an intense V'ol~.llIle c;' 
f1:-e wn.l1e los.d.l:-:·S ~~11~ wOt" .. nded." the crew aoctl~et~ly returr..ed tr .. e 
fire Cl.tld p1cked l:'.p ':;r.:~ pat:~ol and flew tt.em t:.:- 8af~ty ~ 
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11 November - CAPTAIN JOHN J. LIVINGSTON, OF100878, was pest­
UIIlOUSly awarded the Silver Star, and W ARRANT OFFICER TERRENCE M. 
ROONEY, W,152825, SERGEANT MAYNARD J. HUMES, RA 16727170, and 
SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS LOREN S. BEEVES, US 55838313, l17th Assault 
Helicopter Company, were all posthumously SNarded the Distinguished 
Plying Cross tor crewing an armed UH-lB helicopter providing gun 
cover for a combat mission near PLEI DJEREBG. During the battle, 
this fearless crew volunteered to fly a direct assa~lt on a well 
entrenched heavy maohine gun position. As they attacked the posit1vn~ 
they received numerous hits, and although CAPTAIN LIVINGSTON 
attempted to land the aircraft in a small clearing, it crashed in 
the jungle, killing the entire crew. 

11 November - WABRANT OFFICER FLETCHER S. STITZLE, W1353072, was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for flying in pursuit of 
two enemy soldiers fleeing a battle area near TOY HOA. Although 
the target of automatic weapons fire, WARRANT OFFICER STITZLE 
landed his aircraft While his passengers initiated a search for a 
suspected Viet Cong hideout. 

30 November - FmST LIEUTENANT EDWEN S. BRAGUE, 05623617, 129th 
Assault Helioopter Company, was awarded the Distinguished F17ing 
Cross for simulating an extraction of a reconna1ssanoe element 
to enable the patrol to regain its clandestine status. When he 
arrived over the patrol's location, he immediately began drSHing 
enemy fire. After skillfully deoeiving the enemy and pretending 
to load the patrol, he called in artillery fire on the enemy 
position and remained in the area until it had been destroyed. 

2 December - WARRANT OFFICER DANIEL A. SULANDER, W,152892, WABRANT 
OFFICER DONALD D. HARRISON, W13S4l75, SPECI.ALIST FOURTH CLASS LEE 
J. BOtJDBBADX, JR., and SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAM T. BODZICK, 
US 55826395, 28lst Assault Helicopter Company, were recommended 
for the posthumous SHard of the Distinguished Flying Cross for ex­
traction of a Special Forces team that was under heavy fire. Al­
though no gunship cover was available, the brave crew initiated 
their approach through the intense enemy fire. As the helicopter 
attempted to depart the area With the patrol aboard, it received 
numerous hits. Although the pilots bravely tried to control the 
crippled aircraft, it crashed, killing the entire crew. 

23 December - MAJOR HABBY MCK ROPER JR., 066246, Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, was awarded 
the-Distinguished Flying Cross and MAJOR ALVERADO F. KYSAR JR., 
083656, also of Headquarters and Headquarters Company, was ree 
commended for the same honor for supporting a major combat assaul'~ 
near POLEI KLENG. As a flight of helicopters departed one of tae 
pickup zones, one of the ships lost power and crashed. MAJOR ROPER 
and MAJOR KYSAR were immediately on the scene, callir~ rescue s~i,s 
to the area and directing friendly fire on known enemy posit1ono. 
The1r pOise and bravery allowed the crew of the fallen helioopter 
to be suooessfully rescued and flown to safety. 
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23 Deoember - MAJOR BERSCHELL B. STEPHENS, 02269631, 117th Assault 
Hel100pter CODP&n1 was swarded the Distinguished Plying Cross for 
tl3'1ng a UH-lD 1n search ot a C-130 transport that had crashed 
near TOY HOA. Atter locating the downed ship, MAJOR STEPHENS.' 
although wounded in the toot. bravely continued the mission unt11 
he was sure there were no surv1 vors. 

2) December - WABRANT OPFICER MICHAEL R. SMITH. W)153959. l29th 
Assault Hel100pter Company, was recommended for the Distinguished 
Plying Cross tor resou1ng the crew ot a ship that had crashed near 
KONTOM. Although he had to 11 terall.y' ohop his way through the 
heavy jungle oanop7 with his rotor blades to get to his stricken 
comrades, he oourageous17 and sk1lltul17 eftected the rescue of the 
entire orew. 

27 December - LIEUTENANT COLONEL BENJAMIN L. HARBISON, 065760, 
Commanding Ott1oer, lOth Combat Aviation Battalion, was recommended 
for the award ot the Distinguished F171ng Cross for actions during 
the largest night combat assault ever attempted in the Republic of 
Vietnam.' LIEUTENANT COLONEL HARRISON braved heav,- enemy f1re as he 
unhes1tat1ng17 led the flight through the darkness. His navigation 
was pertect, as all landing zones were assaulted preo1sely on 
schedule; despite the severe turbulence and gust7 winds in the 
preo1p1tous, jungle covered mountains. 




