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UNIT CREST 

10TH !JTI".TION B'.,.,.J.tIOlV (COl·1? "-.rr) 
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HERlIDRI 

Description at UDit Crest 

The nSoldiers of the Sky~ r.::;.ct approved by the Institute of Herald.r;y, 

United States L."""1:f.Y', and s'u-:'l'.orized tor wear by members or this 1mit, 

CQ'lSists or a gold colored t!stal and enamel insignia It inches in height. 

Tbe ccmponents a:e 8. blue mmulate surmounted by a pair of gold wings 

with a b19ck bclt barbed and tligbted with gold. Beneath the basic 

in$ignia end erossing over the bolt is a gold. scroll inscribed 'With 

"Soldiers or the Sky" in blAck letters. 

SIMBOLISM 

'ille · ... ~gs repre&erlt the aviatim tunctim of the battalim. The bolt 

also !"a!.·~rr(!d. to as a Dguerd." is an arro.: used with the cross bow and 

reprGsents tl-.e Jnilitary personnel transported by the battalion. The 

annulate, symbol ot tidelity, reters to taitbtulness to duty. The bolt 

and anD:altlte also suggest the characters me and zero which carrespCllds 

to the batta.licn's numerical designatim • 
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UNIT LOCATION -
HQ, 10TH ABC Dong Ba Thin, RVN 

HQ & HQ Co, lOTE < ABC Dong E.:\ Thin, RVN 

l.3OTH }lED DET O/A Dong Ba Thin, RVli 

.3.39TH I.vN DET (DIV) Dong Ba Thin, RVN 

48TH AVIATION CCMP .. Uff 
(;~SJ1ULT HELICOPl'ER) Ninh Hoa, Rill 

286TH HED DET 0/11. . Hinh Boa, RVN 

92IID : .. V1i~ TIOrl COO.:llff 
(:;.SSWLT HEUCOPl'ER) Dong Ba Thin, R"IN 

155TH kVILTION COM?/J~ 
(J.sSl~ULT EELICOPTER) Ban Me Thuot, RV!i 

8TH y~ DET O/ll &n Me Thuot, RVl; 

192ND ;;,VL,..TION COOlm 
(1..SSIJJLT HELICOPTER) Phan Thiet, RVN 

198'1'11 NED DET Pbllll Thiet, RV1I 

36.3RD 1.VU DE'l' (DIV) Pban Tbiet, 1M! 

243RD J.WI/:IION CCMP .'UlY 
(I.SSl .. ULT SUPPORT 
HELICOPTER) Dong Bs. Thin, RVll 

2818T .i.VL'.TIOl~ coo arr 
(LSSl",ULT liELICOPl'ER) Nha Trans, RVN 

, 

&fQ 

96377 

96371 

96371 

963'n 

96240 

96240 

96.377 

962'17 

96297 

96.317 

96.317 

96.317 

96.377 

96240 
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Are~ ot Operations 

:.~~ . ,"' '''''':' - :;;::::: 

The i'esicnated aren of operations for the loth AV1 ation Battn.lion 

(Combat) :is the seven southern provinces of the II Corp Ts.etiee.l Zone • 

Th~ folloving list is of those se,'sn provinces in sout.~ern II Corp: 

Bi.'lh Thunn, L"lI1 Ibng, Ninh Thuan, Tuyen Duc, Qwmg Due, Kbanh Ho'l, o.nd 

D?rl:lc. These provinc~s hqve f.'. common border of UT'ost 100 miles with 

Ccmbodio. on the west, ~nd they enjoy an eastern bord~r of o~r 280 miles 

vit~ the warn South China Sea. 

The gaogrepr~c regions of this area may bo generally ~i video into 

the co~stel plnin, the mount~i-~ re~ion, o.nd the plate;.u region. The 

Viem<llI12so ee.-.coast r..o.s p.n impressive length in pro'Portion to the 

ll:.'1rro"mess of the countI7. 1\.nd it is the sen t.o which many of til (. 

pC0ple of Vietnam turn ~ their main feod nod economic source. The 

• plentifUl. :..t"lllllilcnee of senfoods is sustained 'b-.f tho nu:mcrous fishing 

hP~~~ts locvtorl all clong the se~shore. Salt is obt~ined from the 

.. 

oc,,;:n in soyer::>.l lr.lrge multicolored c1"npor!.lt.ion fc.rIrls sc~tt,ered !'Ilong 
t 

the const. Tne cocst."'.l plnin occupies th~t nnrro'W Z"'ne bct,"'eon the . , 
Eountnin3 3Dd is itoelf v~ied in ·geO!lOrpholoG;Y. In s07lle nrer.s ric~ 

silic~ dopcsits dOl!lin:i.to this zone, \-,herG~s in a:rolls where ri",or$ flp" 

into the se::!., wide :l.l.luvilll deposits :lre pr(lv(l~ent. The rich silt 

deposits of these strer.ns ::!.lld ri~er!l nrc J'l.:.'"dnly dc'\Otec.1 to rice t'1griculture 
l 

vith ::!.S l:l."'.nY a.s four crops per yD::!.r being t;rot·m in sono arens. N~turl"!.l 
! 

harbors ~re o.bun-:1ant nlOll€' the COl;lst -.nd C"m R-r .. 'l is snid to be CIne 

of the finest no.turu hi'.rbors in \5i:.\. Tho prinl'!l"Y co~st"ll cities :in , . 

this region nre l1inh Bo.1., t1h.:l Trr.ng, Ph..'1n Jlrng, and Pht'l'l Thiet. It is • 
Phcn Thiot thRt is reputed to be the ~ !:!!.Yl center of Vietnar.. This sauce 

• is produced frol!l sclt-wtor f1 sh !:'.nd is used by the Vi<.::tn!,J:\ose to se!\son 

their food. 
8 
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Tbe ncuntcin rogion o~cr.ds B~~r.r~ clong Q north-south line 

ond r::mgas up to over 6800 f~ct in olev:ltion near Dnlat. Jhlat is 

the l:lrgest city in the llICIuntain region and is surroundet! by pine covered 

hills overlooking ~es SODe 4000 feet nbove seQ level. Tr~s city was 

fOUll.."1ed in 1893 by the famous French doctor Yersin, ",ho recognized 

the site's health-giving qualities. The surrounding area is n faocus 

phec.scnt, and jungle fowl. The city itself is very picturesque and 

shows the Frcmch influence in its buildina designs. E c11 ch.::llet-style 

vil1:'., with its carefullY tended hvns :!Del garclcns of c::mn:lS, glQ~1ioli.t 

hibiscus, roses, miDos~.t bous~.invill.:l.en, l'.nd oth~rs, st::nds in Q p:'.rk 

Of its Olm. Cultivction in tho Dountizm region is li.trl.ted to st::.all 

cleared areas that are seootimes on ste~p slopes. These are tended 

one or two years with no reg:rd for cons~rvntion ;rncticcs and then 

o.bandoned. Tho balance of this region is covered \11th cunse nultistory 

rain forests. 

Wast of the oountains is tho plo.teo.u region, orA this zone.: 

conprises :I. good portion of Dnrlo.c pro\-1nce. The terrain is g3Iltly 

rolling hills and were not under cultivr.tion is covered by a thick 

. grovth of gr:!.ss that flIly ro:ach eight to ton feet in height. Ea.."l lie Thout 

is the principal city of the pl.:::.tenu reeion nr.d is the hub of·-ul 

: J:l.O.jor land and n1r routes in this ",estern region. This city is o.lso , 

the tr:lditicn..'ll CQp1tol of tho Montagnnrd tribes located in the 

pl.:ltenu !"li.i1 surrounding mounto.1n region. There ere numerous tribes 

nnd tribc.l groups in this r.roll, but the brgost is tho R:"~G "'hoso 

influence enenes frcrJ KontUlt to Ban Me Thout. 

9 



lolea.ther tl".:o'Ughout the Qrea. c= be div1:1ed into the I\1III:lcr 

• =nsoon, June throuah &ptGbcr, ~ the v.1ntor monsoon, Movetlber 

through .!.pril, with tho tlOnths of Hoy tlIld October a.s period. of .. 

.. 

• 

• 

transition. 'During the succer tho winds &re southwesterlY bringing 

r~ to the plntonus ~d DOunt~ous arens. The winter DOnsoan 

brings n ncrthe!lstc.rly flow, \lith r:l1ns prerJomnately to the e:lst of tho 

mount.::::.ins. Tho two COflst:ll provinces of Dinh Thu.:n end Ninh Thu:m a.re 

genorally un~fected b.Y oith~ sensen. 

While these seven provinces ere the general ~ca. of operctions, 

the lOth meC), h:ls on I:lmy occ:lsions flo'Wll further north to P1Ctiku, 

Kontum, Phu Don, Phu Yen, ond Binh Dinh provinces to support operations 

in these areas • 

10 
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HISTORY 

On 23 Jwgust lS65, tho j'···:'=C:u.r::-.cr:::ne: EC;Gquartcrs Coop.'mY, loth 

Avia.tion Battallon va.s a.ctiv4tcd At Fort Benning, Georgia. On 15 Octobar 

1965, :l sr~ advanco pert)" for tho bc.ttilicn a.rrivod at ~ n SJn l~'hut 

lir &'\se to dctcroino tp.c de:stination and assignoont of tho 'IJlli t. The 

a.d·v"::mce party 'WOoS briefed o.t Hc::.dqu;u't~rs, USl.RV and wcs notifiod th::t 

tho 10th J~vi:ltion Ba.tt.."I.lion wns o.ssienod to the 12th I .. \'ia.tion Group. Tho 

loca.tion selected for sto.tioning thu new unit 'W:lS DOng ~ Thin, a suall 

strip of lo.nd cn the lIestern shore of Can R::lr.h Bey. ~1hc.1l the o.dV::.!lCO 

party a.rrived on 17 October, they found the Ilo'linlond side of the bay h:ld 

beon ioprovcd only to the oJ~cnt that 0. soall dirt airstrip and n Special 

Forces Dot:lchoont, B-51, w,,:;ril prc.c:u-iously perched on thv only dr.,.. g:-:;.una 

in the vicinity. Basic:'.lly I the llPng Ba. Thin nr\.~n V:::'S a. SW!lDp \li th dellse 

jun"lc vegetation, inund~tr.:d by tho he'!'flY r:L1.ns of tho aonsocn season. 

Tho 3.dv:l.'"lce p:::.rt"J' selectod the ini ti~ si to end sto.rtod t!. clcaring 

oPGr~tion to further icprove the a.roa • 

..tit 1000 hours on 28 October 1965, tho liSTS l-icGra.w docket at C=uJ Ro:nh 

Bay (lnd by 1500 hours tho :coin body of the 10th Avia.tion B:lttcl.ion h:ld 

arrived .::!.t Ibng & Thin. Tho toto.l :lOvo::cnt time h:ld beon 18 days. The 

ne'W .::!.rrivnls 'Wure greeted ~~ }~jor Ccnst~ce of tho 117th Aviation ConpaDY 

¥.ajor 'Wig~:ins, of th'" 129th Aviation Ccnpc.ny. Tho 117th end 129th were 

the first tw conpnnies to bocotle Dc:cbors .of tho Batte.lion. Tho third 'Wlit 

to join the loth Iso.tta.lion 'W""....s the 48"'1oob J..viation Conpony, which tlrrived 

at Prum Rcng, (i.pprox1na.tc.:ly 25 rdles south of Ibng Btl Thin, on 26 Novccbor 

1965 • 
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On 25 Dcc~b:".:r 196~, t~e U.5th f.irlift Pl:.toon '\-1::.8 Q.ssignod to tho 

10th ·~tt:!licn \I1tb b::le stc.tion a.t l&~ Tr:::ng, RVN. This plntoon lr-S 

nssignod tho cission to provido holicopt~:r supp:rt ~ tronsport~tion for 

tho Hc..::.c.1qu=-4rtcrs, 1 Fi;,;ld. Forces, Vic't.ntl.r.. 

115 the yoar <!rOY te n close tho 10th .:vi.. .... tion ~ttal1on \I.3.S cooposcd 

of tho 48th .Llviation Compcny, the 117th ~~ tion Conpa.ny, tho 129th 

.n.v~tion CO::1P=ZlY Q.nd their sup:~.()rting dot;:choonts, tho 145th Lirllit 

Plc.tOO!l, :md Ba:.dq1l:l.rtors Olld Headquarters Conpany. 

~lO loth Lvi~tion Ecttclion w~s rolc~cd frOD tho 12th ~,~~tion 

Group ond a.ssigned to the 17th f .. vi~tion Group on 1 M:.rch 1966. This action 
; 

reuuccd the Cistr.ncc to th·: noxt higher Hc~q~t~s fro:l 170 n~utic.~ 

Diles to 15 na.uti~ o1los (Nh3 Tr~ versus S:.igon), which nntcria.~ 

1uprovod the responsivoness of c~d ~d ~dcinis~r~tivo actions. 

On 10 H:.rch 1966, tho lJ5th :;''1.ria.tion Cc;.npaI'!'",f (FtlLT) va.s assitploe. 

to th~ 10th B~ttalion under op~r~ticnil centrol of R:a.dq~ers, 1 Fiold 

Forces, Victno.o. The 2Blst t.vi.:tion CoI:!p.':!..~y \.'O.s assignod to the ~ttalion 

on 14 July 1966 D..'1d vo.s under the opGr~tiona.l control of the 5th Spochl 

Forceo Group loc!'.ted i.~ llb:l TrClllg. Tho 123rd I:.vi:.tion Coopany (p.econ­

r.::.issQ.nce tdrplane) 'W:lS stationed at Ibng Ba. i'bin in ~t(; June o.nd was 

assigned to the Battalion on 14 July 1966. With tha .o.ddition of this 

Ul".it, tho rcnks of tho loth !..v1a.tion B:ltUU1on h!ld swollen to GnCOt'lpllss 

six nvia.tion coopanios ong~gcd in aloost overy a.spcct of coobst and coDbat 

sUpPOrt nctivity in tho II Corps Tacticcl. Zono. 

As the ca.lendor yeor 1966 CeDO to tl close, th~ 10th COI:!btlt Avi=.tion 

Ib~ttllion va.s conposod of thG follewing units and their supporting 

dotachocnts: H~qu:u-ters and Hcmdq~ors Cocpanyj 48th Assnult Helicoptor 

CcmpaDY; 28lst Asn~ult Helicopter Coapany, 129th Assnult Helicopter CoOp3111'; 
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117th f.s~:!u:tt. g~licoFter CC'!:!~ ::nd tho lSOth JiSsa.ult Support 

_ H\.Il1copter C~p:my • 

During 1967, :l yO.:l.l' of effervescence, the VC':8a.bcnds underwent :1 

cOl:1p1ote tr3llsfol'm.'ltion in org::.niz::.tion. The 48th was l\Jst to the; 268th 

Coob:1t ~vi~tiGn B~t~~on cffcctiv~ 1 S~ptaubcr 1967. The 61st l~&:1u1t 

Helicopter COD~ arrived in Qui Nhon on 15 Novembar 1967 and ~s ~lcaced 

and briefed by the; V:'!g:lbonds at thoir nEtv hODe at IJl Son. The 61st vns 

decL~Gd opcrntion~ on 20 Decaobar 1967 and vns given th& oission of 

Gener:!l Support of II Ccrps. Tho 92nd Assault Helicopter Co:cpony arrived 

at Ceo R:mh Boy on 23 l1oveo.ber 1967 and w~s wc1corle .:llld briefed that 

So.tlC day a.t Dong & Thin. T:10 Coopa..V ws dec1ur cd opcr::ltio:nn1 on 12 

DeceIiber :md two a~s bter provitled :!vio.tion support to the 1st Brisa.de, 

101st .Airborne Di ,,-isicn. On 1 Septotibor 1967 the 129th wus re1eo.scd 

: froo tho 10th lStlttilion tuld rccssignad to the 268th Conbat J..v!ntion }httc.lion. 

: The 10th Battnl10n was assigned a second cr~ncok conpany on 9 N~vaobor 

: 1967. This vas the 243rd IlSsault Support Heliccpter COI:.pm1y \Which Dade . 
i 

;it·s home in lbng Be. Thin. The 180th Assault SUpport Helicopter Company 

: vas vith the 10th Battalion until 15 November 1967, at vhich time they 

. vere also rea~signed to the 26Sth COJabat Aviation Bat~1ion. The 196th 

Assault Support Helicopter Company vas nssigned to the 10th Battalion to 

fO. repJ.nce the lSOth OD lS l~ovembor and continued to operate from it I S home 
t 

base at Lane Antry Heliport, An Son, RVll. 

The year 1968 brought new additions to the Battalion and a few dele­

tions. The 117th vas reassigned to the 12th Combat f.vi~tion Group 

effective 1 J4JlUOl'Y 1968. On 15 January 1968, the 192nd Assault Helicopter 

Company VolS a.ssigned to the 10th Btlttalion Gnd vas promptly plc.ced in 

v11i 
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Company w:os assigned to tl'K: 10th D.:t.t.ilicm .Jnd WllS p1"CllD'p'tl,. plsced in 

direct su;,?ort. of the 3rd Dattilion: 5QSt.h Infantr.r at Phon Thiet. 1 

June '-969 brou.zht the l:st trausformation of the 10th Battalion .lS two 

units lfere J.dc1ed and. two reassigned. New units l#ere the 4I3th .;.i.ssault 

Helicopt~r Comp~", ¥.'h1ch 'NUS liven the primary mission of providing sup­

port. for the 9th BO!t Infantry Division at Ninh HOIl, ~ the 155th .;\ssOlult 

Helicopter Comp.;.."lY whose assets went to the 23rd .t:.RVN Division, Special. 

Forces, ,.:nd M:!.CV u."'lits .:.round the Ban Me Thout :.:.reol. Units dep:;.rtin£:; the 

B~ttalion \iere the 61st Assault Helicopter Company and the 196th Ass~ult 

Sl..~ort. Helicopter Com;>~. These units tlere re.:..ssigneCl to the 26Sth 

Comb:.:.t _t\"iation Dattilion. 

.. 'i.s of 1 June 1968, the 10th Combat Aviation Dattilion was canposed of 

the follOl·r.i.nZ units J.....,e their sup,POrt.ins detaclTDents: HeJ.dqUElr..trs end 

• He.~t.::.UD.rt.ers CO:DpCi.D1 :It Dong Ba Thinr the 48th :lssaul t Helicopter Company 

at Hi..."'lr.' Ho.:l, the 9?nd ;\ss.:lult Helicopter Comp:::""lY 3t nong :83. Thin, the 

155th .'\.ssault Helicopter Company .it Ban Me Thout, the 192nC. ;\ssnult Heli­

copter Co:npC1.!'!'f at Ph.an Thi.et, the 2Clst .. \ssault Helicopter Comp~ o.t 

• 

llhz. Tr.!.'"1g, J.nd the ~.l:·3rd ,:l.ss3ult Support Helico,ter Com,any .lt Dong De 

to ch.:::n::e 1-'"1 t!1c: l.:..tter hut of 1970. On 13 :.I.~-:ustr the 19?nd. .\ssault 

Helicopter COClp.:n".! mo,,,,,; from LZ Detty 3t P!'1.!n Thiet to Phim a:o.ng .~. 

P!'l.in nlllg, 1i"-i1{. On 15 October t the lC3rd ieconn.liss211ce .Airplane C~ 

loc..;.tee. ,-t Do!"(! ::::a T:h;L-, If.lS welcomel b~ck to the 10th Comba.t A~tion 

:iJ~tt..:U.ion frca the 223rcl Combst .iL\"i.ltion Be.ttilion. .tt the end of October 
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the ~.slst .\ss::.ult Hel1co::rt.C!r COGIpCU'll" at Nlu Tr3.nG closed out cClDbat 

operl.t:1ons in ~ in ;>rr.,.;..r:;tion for de.!Ct1vat1on. De!lct1vat1on ceremonies 

1f8J'e held on 14 December 19/0 at He.laquarters, 10th CombJ.t Av1~tion 

DJ.tt.illon thus bringil'l[; to Cl close the ::Intrueer' service in m:. 

Ilt the close of 1970, the 10th Combat ;lv1etion 13att:J.lion W;lS cauposed 

of the foll~d .. ,!; units and their sup;:>orting detachments: Heoo<;U2.rters 

anr.1 HC!l.c;w,rt.ers Co~""lY .:.t Dong D:l Thin, the 40th .i.sS:lult Helicopter 

Compzny .• t l~i."'lh Ho..;;., the 9?nd Assault Helicopter Company .:.t Doll3 D;l Thin, 

the 155th :t.sszult Hclic~ter Comp-:my :.t D:n 11e Thout, the lS3rd Becan-

COi!l?':'~· .. t. 7.-;"'m~, Jld thc 243rd .\ssault Bwpport':'liel1copter. Comp:.ny 

c! Don.; B:.. Thi.~. . .... ... .. 
,. - .... ~ ....... . 

t-:it~ t!'~a 'bc::::il~.ir.g of 1.9'"1='. the 10th Comb.lt Aviation Bat.talion beg:.n 0. 

prrioc. of tretlenclous c!l.3rl&c. On 30 JDl'lU&U7 197'. the 155th Assault 11eli-

co:::ter Com;>a!",v cocpleted its in.!ctivation lea'V'inG Bc..o; Me Thout l'lithout 

3.\"i..:.t.ion 5i.:p?Ort. To fill the void t:;.."lci provide the ?3::ro. .. ~RVl:l Di,,"ision 

with neec2ed ..dr s\QPOrt a ~.?clo.ge of s1..--: (6) tB-lH a.nd two (2) UH-1C 

aircr..:.!'t. '~re sent to E.m }ole To'.:.-"':, fra: the 19?nd Assault Helico;>ter 

from the 9:::-~': .i.ssau..1.~ l~zlicO?ter C~ :.ssumcd the mission. .:Uso in 

Com'b.:t :~".."i ... tio:l :.:tt.:li:>n ::.t Dons H.a., ::m~ t.o su;'~ort. the ::.:l'IH push into . 
wos t :: Lom &»1 7~. 1;.. In e.:.rly ~i'e'!::lru::ry 1971 :~ Troo;" 7th ~n 17th 

t.o i'::_ :1.!r.:-: ;drb.;.sc, ::vn. There prilu:.rj' missio:l 1'1':'S to sUj?!)ort the ::!3rc'!. 

,,\."'Mf D:h1.sion. The l.lSt tIe.!'" of M:.lrch 1971 three units from the '.st 

-::.-:" I .·1 '\"ision .\irmobllc were assigned to the lOth Comb.lt :w1.ltion 

B 
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D&ttal:1on. 'l'he7 w.ri~Di··.a,: ...iI.~D -c6mp!nioa .ot tlY.; 22'7\h .lv1;.:.t1.on ~ttilian. 

C Compony w~s sent to r!in."t Ho.l to till the role the l}Oth .'\.HC left be-

hind.. D ,3J.'1C. D caDpJ..."1Y were both st:t1oned at Dona !J..! Tl1in. On '.7 JulY' 

1971 n/227th tll:S reass1ened to the 268th Comb:.a.t !~vi'""tion B.:tt.:1lion sn~ 

movet!. to Tu.y Hoa, aVil. During the month of August: the ::U~:;rd Assault 

Sur.>~':\ort Helicopter Caupany, S AUGUSts a.nc":. D/2:'7th AerisJ. '!'leapons Com-

")-:n',f: ~9 .;\u...l7Ust were i.~ctiv.lted. December brought the f'insl cr..:.nges 

to the 10th Comb.:..t ::.vi...:.tion rh.\ttilion. On 1 December the IG3rd ReCOIl-

n.!.iss:':''lce ~\irplme Cc:J;I.:r.y lias inactiv.lted, also on 1 December the 

9~,c ~ss~ult Helic~ter Co~~ began its do~ctiv~tion and com,lcted 

on 31 necember 1971. .,\lso 1.'1 December the 19:-:'nd !.ss~ult HelicQ?ter 

C~~'1Y begun its ~e~cti~ation procedures. With the close of' 1971 

the 10th CoI':lb,-t ':.',"i,:;,tion E.c.ttalion eor.sistee. of' t!'le follotdnt; lIDits: 

• He.:::.clc;u'lrters .;,ml Heecl-=.u '.!'ters COIIl?.my .:It Dong Ds Thi.."l, $:)th .'-.. ssault 

HelicQ?ter Comp~"'lY cot !~i."l.ll Ho,:;., 1~nC. .lssault }:elicopter Comp~ .:!t 

Done ~:::. Thin, and 11/7/17 .\ir C::;.v.llry Troo;> .:lot Ph .... :.n :bna. i'lith th~ 

cO:n:i."l1 of' the ne"l ye-.:.r 1}7"; the 10th Comb:.t ~h"iatio::l Ih.ttcJ.ion will 

• 
• 

• 

enr.! its lone J.nd sloriol!S rocore 3S one or the f-inest :~v-'-ution B::.t-

tilions in the TI.epublic of Vietnm. S!-",rtly liter '- JanU;.ll1" 19'P-

the ~t:: -·.HC ~'1d A/7 /17 ~~CS 'lr1ill b~:! rcc..ssigncG to other l!l'li ts .:l!1r::. 

the 192ne :.HC will conr·13tc its i..'1..1ct!;","~! .. tion. ty the ene'. of J:?nu·;r:t 

He.u1~U;1rters ~ lieaGqt:.:.rters COJ:t'l.m:r lOth Combat :;'''I!'i:'!tion D.::tt<aion 
. 

will :::a.lso cOl1l?lete i-odcploy::'lont ;roceeCi.l13s. The t3~,. many members 

ot the lot.h COr.1b~t A'Ii ... tio.."1 J.lttilion t~.rou~h the ye;;.·.rs heve been 

,roud ot their 114-ut ...n<1 the role it ~s pl.;.yec1 11'1 the conflict 1.., 

South Vietm:= • 
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.On 29 July 1967, Il.\l US.i.riV General Order 3837, the 10th Corlbat 
, 

.Avintion &ttal1on ws a\l:\l'ded the Meritorious Unit Co:ccendstion for 

exceptioncil. ly ~eri torius a.chiever.:lent in the parfol"l!lanca of outstnnding 

service during the ~riod from Decetlber 1965 to Septeober 1966. The 

Bat~~on ~s cited for being the only aviation battalion in Vietnam 

r~vinB n co~p1etc1y ~bi1c field headquarters ~~d forw--rd oper~ting bas~i 

for its cepo.bility to displace to tmy loc::.tion in the conb::.t zone :md 

undert~{e cODh~t operations within t\lanty-four hours after receipt of an 

e1ert ordlJri for its mastery of night and c1.cndestino operctionsj end 

for att~g the highest ~cntly level of 3ircr~ cvail~bility ev~r 

:lchievcd in Vietn:m.. 

On 15 :.ugust 1967, the 10th Combo.t .. ·.vic.tion ~ttclion recei v:ed the 

Valorous Unit krord I.kW US;JrI Goncr:.l Order 4160. The B:lttnlion \las r~-

cOgnized fer distinguishing i tsal! b'-J oxtra.ordincry beroiSI.l while engaged 

in m1li~ oporutions during the period 1 Jun1.Ull"Y to 24 Mnrch 1966 1::1 

Operations Jefferson, Van Buren :md Hc.rrison in the Tuy r.on Vc.llcy. Fly­

ing incrodibly long hours, the men of the loth Conbe.t ~lvio.tion B~·.ttolion 

~'l!':.b1ed Pre,Q World Forces to severely woc.ken Co long estcblished Viet 

; Cong rule and to protect tho local inhc.bi t:::mt t s rice ho.rvust. By Jaaking 

\large friendly ground forces highly ~bile within ~~eir oper~tiona1 

.zona, the bo.tto.lion Wola instl"'lll:1ant .... .1 in preventing the Vi3t Cong fron 

'.securing tho rice b:lrvost for their own use. 

On 31 Dececb~r 1967 IAW Us.iJr" Gener:'~ Order 6715, the 10th Combat 

A~~ation Battalion was awnrded the Meritorious Unit C~cnd~tion (First 

O.:lk Le:U Clust\U") for oxcoptioJUllly ncri torious .tlcbiovurJcnt in the p::1r­

tOrmQnce or outst~xding service during the period 5 Sept~ber 1966 to 

x 



- -. 

• i 
i 

, 
I . 

• 

• 

, 
... 

31 M:lrch 1967. :rhe &.tt:1lion w.s cited for deploy.Lng its field h~uarters 

- other Co:mb:lt J"r.1..:.tion B.:.tt.:.llon in Vietnam; for coord1na.ting, pl:mn1ng 

and ccco.cplishing Dissicns which involved the extraction and rcinsbrtion 

of n b~ttalion sized unit with supporting nrtillery in the ~zingly 

brio! pericd of rour hour~; and, for executine the first b::J.tt:Jlion sized 

night oP'"'-ro.tion without beneri t of llluninction. i..l.so noted w(;.re the 

unit's achivv\..'Ocuts in the d~velopocnt, mnagoment end physic.:-.l security 

or Dong Ea Thin Post which v~re att.:.ined vith out detracting fron its 

t:lctical fUllctions. 

On 24 Octob.n- 1968 IJJ1 tlSl:RV Genc:r:u Order 4950, the lOth Comb~t 

l..vi:.ltion Bc.t'bli(Jn was awarded the Valorous 11ni t AW'.lrd (First Q-..Jc Lao.f 

Cl\,stcr). Tho:! 10th CCI:bo.t Av1lt;ion B..1ttillon and its cssignQd units dis-

tingu1~h.::d thGtlsolvOD by extraordi.ncry horoisrl 'While engaged in Dil1tary 

oporctions durinS the periOd 1 Juno to 20 June 1966 near D:-.k To. Charged 

,,11th pz:oviding the 1st Brigcde, 101st ldrborne Division .::md .t~ of the 

Rspubl1c of Victn.::!.tl elODer.ts with direct avi.:.tion support during 

oporcrtionHa:wthorne, the Den of the 10th Coob::.t Avio.tion B,.tto.l1on not 
'. 

only nccOl:lplish~d their t:.ission in :m cutst:mdlnS :::mn.-u!r but also 

person3lly denlt the cnocy crippling d~fo~ts QS ~ result of their surperb 

~bility, caobot cssoult proficiency ond de~st:.ting firepower. 

Throughout the operation, the unit's personnel flew !!lore th,;,n tvo thous:-.nd 

. hours in per!"oming over eight thous::md sorties while nirlifting in 

exces3 of eleven thoU3ol1ld troops and one nill10n pounds of cargo. Tbey 

conducted twenty-five cODb~t ~sc.:.ults of plctoon size end 1crg~r, and 
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their nDticu10us lltte:ntion t.o detill Q.l'lcl tochnic:.! exportise. ensured 

that thoir wore no :lircral~ Qccid~ts despite tho difficultios of 

b4zordoua torr.a.in c.ncl severe weather. Through their oxemplnry courage, 
- . 

professional cocpatence end r~lontless det~tion, they contributed 

iI::Doo.SUT:\bq to the o\rc,rwholci.ng defeat of the eneny during Operation 

H:lwthorno. The won of th ... 10th CoDb:!t Lvi:1ticn &.tta.lion disp1nyod· 

oxtr3.ordinary horoisn :md devotion to dtlty which oro in kc.::ping with the 

highest tr~itions of the ~t:r,y service and reflect distinct credit 

upon themselves ~ tho Arced Forces of tho UDitedstates. 
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CJ.P1'm ROEERT E. FITCHE'l''l' , 

CLllT . .lIt CHJRLES H. F .. :.IRCHILD 

Ci..PT..:.IN n':~Clm S. :.NGELI 

1 Jan~ 1969 - 19 JanueT,f 1969 

19 Jal u.ary 1969 - 9 Juno 1969 

9 June 1969 - 7 !~t 1969 

7 August 1969 - 31 Dec6iiber 1969 

48TH l.VI1..TIOH COl'{p/.NY (li.SS.ti.UL'l' HELICOPTER) 

J.i!.JOR VICTOR E. I-t[COL, JR. 

J.:.1.JOR RJiI H. E\T/~S 

j.L~OR EP.NEST R. BOWLnlG 

c..'nl.Dl liLlf1lEL J. SILVA 

1 Jcn~ 1969 - 1 June 1969 

1 June 1969 - 2 Dec~lber 1969 

2 Dsceober 1969 - 18 ~ceCber 1969 

'18 Deceob~r 1969 - 31 Doceubcr 1969 

92lID i..VIJOION COMP:.iiY. U~S/ .. m:r HELICOPT:ER) 

lU.JOR CLtUDE T. lYE! 1 J anu.:l.l7 1969 - 12 H::::.l·ch 1969 

12 Horch 1969 - 5 Sept.:u:tbcr 1969 

5 Septetibor 1969 - 31 DGceob~r 1969 

155TH l..Vl. .... TIOP. COl-l? :J.TY (l.sSf.TJJ.rT HELICOPTm) 

. 1!..:~OR BOEBY L. liOOP..E 

i-i:Joa DE£l: M. OWEN 

l'U.JOR GEI'w'i.RD H. LUISI 

1 Janl.1.':l.l.""Y 1969 - 25 June 1969 

25 Jl.:llC 1969 - 23 December 1969 

23 toce~~r 1969 - 31 Docccbar 1969 

192:W LVIL.'l'IOii CQ.1PJ.NY (J..SS.i.UL'l' HELICOPTI:R) 

)L\Joa ROY ? ELLIO'.rX,J JR 

l-it·..rOR HOEERT H. KEJ',T.'EY 

1 JanUQry 1969 - 26 February 1969 

26 FE:b~ 1969 - 1 July 1969 

1 July 1969 - 31 Decaruber 1969 
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•. _ .. The. .. stagecoach" p:ltch of tho 155th ,liviation Compc.ny (Assault 

Helicopter) h:ls the following Qmbolisn: The cressc.o", represents the 

~1ontagnc.rd popuJ..ation in the 10coJ. !U"CI."'. of oper:.tions, the llRWl Fltlg 

roprosants support given to the 23rd IJtVH Division, the helicopter is 

inCic::.tivo of tha typo c:f support pro'ir"ided, tha 1Il:!eric~: ... \·'l fl!lg reprasrmts. 

the harit~g~.ot the ~aabGro of th~ 155th, end tbe 13 stars on the flag 

ril}:t:,cscnt tho support· of' :. nl;;.'V coun:try,' just !lS. the Uni tod Sbte:s \lC.S' 0. 

nov country.. Th~ co.ll sign IISt!lgocc!'lch lf reprascnts the c::.rryine of' 

troops and· c!!r~o ever rOUGh tarr..!!in :.s doneby' the st::.gGco:.ches of the 

old 'West. 

The 155th ~vi:.tion Conp~ (iJi) y~s assigned to tha 10th ~ttalion 

(CoDb:.t) cn 1 June 1968 by General. Order #38, 17th 1.vi:.tion GI\~Up 

During 1969, the 155tb supportud the 23rd ~VN Divisicn, Det~cr~ant 

B-23 ;mtl 1'-50 Specic.l Forces I Ibr lllc I Qua..."'lg Due I nne Tuyon Duc provinces, 

end l.r""'FV .ti.rtillcry. In the yec.rs acti viti tiS, tho 155th coor·iled the .. 

. tollo'Wine st:ltistics: 

P..ours tlcvni--------~---_:Z7 ,256 

Troops lift~d-----------....... --------------__Gl,540 

SOrtl.cs----·---------,130,615 

Ccrgo ~:ulod (tons) 1,·395 
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92n.1 J~C (:Ji) 

Tho 92n·.! .'.vic.ti.:n CGJ:lr...:my (.t.H) w: .... s c;;)nstitut;:;d 6 J~ugust, 1964, in 

the Regulc.r /;.rJ.'J'1 :J.nd C:.ctivatec :It Fort Eenning, Georgia. It \o1"-S in­

nctiv~tod 1 J:nuary, 1967, in Viotr~. Then on 8 Februcry, 1967, the 

92n~~ i.vi:ltian C':;'i:~Y 'IJ.l!l c.ctivtlted .It Fort C::.rsc.n, Co1er::.do. ThQ 

c.cvn."lce P:!rty :lrrivE:d at D.:mg fu Thin cn 15 Nevc:nbcr, 1967, c.OO the o::.in 

body o.rri vc:d at C3!:l !Gr.h f:ay cn 2.'3 troverabcr, 1967, c.boo.rc! the USNS 

G~ner~l John Pope. Tho 92nd circr~~ \o1~rc precesscd e:.t Vung Tau ane 

.f~rri"'.:i to Dcne B:-. 'Ihin during th~ first 'IJ~6k in Dc c et:.bcr , 1967. The 

CCL?cr.y w::.s dec1~cd opero.tie~ on 12 Dac~or, 1967 and ~YO days 1ator 

flow its first ~ssion in Victn~~ in SUPFort of th~ 1st Drig::.de, 101st 

iJ.rborne Di "lision. 

Luring 1969, the 92nd /lvietion CO!:l~V su'pportoc.~ nuoerous end v.:u-ied 

l.:..'1it::; t."1roughout II Corps; 1Bth Enei..'Ilccr Brig::.d.::, B-51 S;:.cci~l Forces, 

C:J:.\ ~_nh r.ay SU1;,port COTjl"rMtd, 5/22, 5/27, ~d 6/.'32 1;.,rti11ery, T-,sk Force 

S:luth c1cocnts, 116th Enginecr n.."\tt~lion, 5.'3rd .il.RVN F.egin~nt, 500th 

Tr~sportC:.tion Group, 70th Eneineer D~ttilion, ~~ cth~s. ~fui1e flying 

f~r these: units, tho fcllc\.ring st,,~tist:i..cs Y~rc cow;.i1c::t:':: 

Hours f1oYn------------------2,7,87.'3 

Trocps liftcJ------------· ----.' 76,935 

SCrtics--------------------------------1l8,147 

C~rgo h~u1cd (tellS )-- --------2, 788 
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e·· n~ttclicn CpQrat1~ns 

~~ 1969, the lOth ~vi~tion ~tt~~cn (Cocbnt) continucd 

to support the [:.TOUIl:"! forces of the savcn southi:>rn provi.."lces of 

th~ II C ... r~l T.::.ctic.·;' Zon~. The f'cllov.in(!, is 0.£ necass1ty ~ c.:;n.:!enscd 

proscnt~ti.:;n of the ~or operctiuns aDd activities tblrine the year. 

The r~;~dor should rotllize th.:J.t n:m:; othG!" mssiens \lore flown by out' 

ov,z;rill schlJIlo of evunts, do not by thoIlSolvos c~nsti tute tl sienif'icQ.Ilt 

nctivity. 

&ginning the nC\l yc.."\1:' with an c.imobilu oper.::'..ticn, tho Dlue stro-s 

sU::>J:..ortcd the 23th ?..opublic of K:J!"<:.9. (?0n:) Re~;il:tont of tho H'hito Bors.:: 

ROK Infantry Division by cJ.rliftir.L#Z 555 troops, suppli.:;s and equip!:li3I1t. e This or;crl:.tion nattcc .38 enetrtJ KIll., 1 POW, and J2 C,3,;turc.-d \loc.pons. 

e 

Fron. tha 5-12 of J enua.ry, tho l::lrDt:.:st opor;-!' ien cf the T!Cnth toek !Jl~ce. 

742 troops from th~ 1st D:lttilion, 30th &fl::!snt w.::r;.; inscrtec. by the 

Dluo St:-.rs into tho oount3.ins n·jrthuost of PhOll R:mg. This ncticn 

rosultod in .30 enony KIlo. and 9 captured w::.pons. Fr.:;.z::~ 111-26 of JC-'lUZlry 

clooi;;nts of the 29th Rcgi-Ilont ~1Cro plc.ced into tho n.ounta.ins ncrthvest 

of' Ninh Hoa by tho DIu.:: Stm-s. Tho 474 troops insert~d brou!:ht 'Jut 66KIll., 

Tho now yom- st-:.rt ... c. oft with 0. bene tlt C::.::lP Co::yell, h ... ·J:!c of tho 

l55th ~via.tion Com?~J (.fl.,ssc.u1t P.el1coi~t\,;r). In kc.:.pine \lith the ex-,.ected 

Pro-Tot offensive, C ·J!lP Cor-,foll C~lO under its first hostile a.tta.ck of 

tho yo::.:r on 2 J til u:::.ry 1969, \lhcn ton (10) rcunds of 82rJo J:1ortnr fire 

roll .;)n cr !'l.c ... r tho c(,,"1l;.o1l."ld. !..::ss tr:..':l.'l fivo (5) h:turs la.ter, the ba.so 
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• \'":18 under o.tt.o.ck o.e!l1...~ with four (4) 1'OUJl4'-s of !!-40 rcckots striking 

tho COt1lr'Otmd. IkIt!l :.!tt:!cY.s rvEul:~d 1n n.:.:t::r:.tivv c:.lszltiG3 or ~c 

• 

•• 

to equip:lent or s tructuros. Twico DOrQ during thv r.lcnth the lS5th C:lCG 

\l;."'ldor c.tt~ck. Ol'l 6 Ja.nu~, fourte~n (14) 82rJs :::.ert'lll" rounds str.lck the 

compound, this timo \'.'i to dGv:::.st:~tive re:sults. Six (6) L1I-lHis v~ro c::.:cl:lged 

w.s well llS c-ne vehicle. The :ltt.. .... ck of S January was intensifi.:e t!!".d 

20 rounds Dtruck t!lo cor:pound. Three (3) structure~ u.,:;ro t!~.:-.:.:c.:c ::ma. two 

(2) non \1crQ wur.dci!, o~ of whoIil ciod t':.s e result of his vounds. 

In J."Ii.u.:JrJ, th~ 192nG llviction Coa;·.:u-..y (Lssault :rolicc~t.::r) con-

tinUGd to wrk tr.rough i .. O HcCl:d. n. .It \orcs a. fcst .:md fw.~ou~ stnrt \Ihcn 

on tho 8th, the 3/506 tlCvc.d into FSD Z\:::wcrt. Wi th ~~snults thrcug-hcut 

th·~ .:'0, c'!orT'~ w~nt r:tther wolle During the !:lonth, Il:ll'ly night 

ru.ssions u ... rc required. One such m!:sion \I:lS coop1gt...,.j on the 29th. l:.n 

anc:oy force 01' one b~tt:.li..::n trie~1 to cv~r r..m :l cOll1":rt:!nd rulC '.Tillc.f:i.~ !lot 

Ticor SXlrks for thc.1r close: !!ir su:.r.ort throUGllcut t,he nieht. 

Stc.rtir.e 1 Jrulucry :::nd endine 28 J~u':lry, the 2G1st l .. vU:. tion Coopc.ny 

(.:'l.ss.:lult Ho1iccpt.!r) h!ld ::.s their n.-~1.n t'issim:l tht, ~ur>port of M.~V 

Te:::ns c-.n::l th\l prOvision Clr nocc3s:u:y 1I)ci~ticc.1 sup~ort. Four (4) c.ir-

c~t frQO tho 281st wc-re co~tt~d tc th~ 268th Lviaticn tattclien ~t 

Pbu Hiep to a.id in opora.tions in th'lt area.. 

The 24Jrd f.l.vic.tion Cor:.;:::ur.r (l:..ss.:!.ult Support HC;llicepte:r) g:.vc 60nercl 

SUPr ... -crt to J:.:.n"'/ units thrfJ\liZhout the year. Tho Froieht Tr.:lins vere 

o.l1 c·.rcr southern II Ccrps h~uli.r.t..) c'lOrything froD frosh vegetc.blcs and 
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• food to crtillerJ 1"O".:nds ~d ,-,;,r.icul::.r POL. Who16 vill .. ..ces to include 

• 
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non, 'W'OiilOt':., :m'1 children cnu ill their piCo, rice, :tnd l';.,jusehold eoods 

wora dispbcoC to a. 1:oro 11 vcb10 env1rcnn~ntc Tho in.:1i vidu!ll un! t s ef 

Ta.&k Force South su~r.ort~d thrcughout tho ye~r i.~c1udcd the 3/503rd 

Infa.ntry 173rd .:irbcrna Drig.:lce in tho Ib.!:-.t/Dao IDe ~e!J., tl'E 3/506th 

Inf=.ntry, 101st .t'J.:'.C' C:'.w.L..,- Division in the Ph.."I.ll Thiot ~3tl, :me the 

23rd fJWN Divisicn. Tho ~lh1tc lbrse ROK Infantry Divisien reccivee air-

cr-..ft in the ::.re~ sun~unding C:<o fi..:Ulh ~ Hinh Hoa.. Occdsio~l support 

F~bru:lI'y fotmd the Dlua Stars continlline their SU1"~:oOrt to the ROK's. 

With the :::.id of the 43th, the 2Sth RDei.."1.Qnt l.O.unchod ::drr.-obi1e opcrutic.n 

VT,"lT }; <~ JJr7 
..... .,.;aa.. . ..... IT I. The 605 tr-vo~·s airlifted into th3 Tuy F.oa. velley cc.::~c.: out 

with 30 eneoy KI:., 4 pml's and 10 W'O~pons. The 30th ROK RoeiD:;nt got 

inte tho :lct frcIl 6-15 FobrutlrY'. Tnoir e:i. I"J:l' .. bi10 o~or~tioll, usil'_~ 525 

troo:!=s, ~<~$ quite successful ",-1th eo on~ KL~, sayan (7) cc.ptur..:.cl. 

Durine FebI"'~ as \lc.ll as oth.:.'Z' ::anths throUShcut !.h!l yeo.r, the 

:Scuior I.clvisors ot TuyOll Duc (rr.l."l.t) c..r.d ~ D:..na· (!:.:l.o Loc) pr.:-vinces. 

Also 5UiJi='Ortoc \1t::r~ OS:. II Corps, 18th EnD-nc·er Eri£=:dc, 116th Engineer 

ta.ttolicn, 1'-51 :-.... "'1-:1 D-5; S::oc1a.1 Forces, CQJ':l Ra.nh Ehy Sul--pcrt Cocr.:a.nd, 7lst 

A."ld 27th Artillery, 4th Inf'''-lltry DiVision, :md 191st Orc1.i.nc.nce natto.11on • 
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During the J:lonth at illlb1"1ml7, the 155th pl';:,vidlid n.ost aI' tile 

o:rlation sup,ort tor the: Spoci::l forces, )Ilko Forco oper::.tion conducted 

, '.. . ' .. ". . . ~ 11"' . . . 
oper~tions w~r~ tj~"ked by heavy cn~ cont~cts ~ fr6~UGnt utilizatio~ 

ot C'l'T.ohipa to support tho field units. C:tI:1p Coryell v"'.s rol.:!tiv\:ly 

.," # '. . . .. - " .. - ~-...... , 
the: only att~·.ck ct th~ ir.~mth CCI:lr.!.Dnccd :md terr:d~ted att·.;r 20-30 rounds 

Cpcr~tions in February around th~ Ph~ Thiet r~gicn got ott to a 

scr~blod and due to their effective fir~ support, they ~lcre crecited 

"r!.th hol;;:1ne tU-""'tl b~.ck the .:l.grc;ssivc; cnc.tlY Oltt:-.ck. Durine the early 

oornil'..g hours ot thu 22nC., LZ tetty C:!!le m:.10r or. int...;nsi"fc r.:.orttl!" c.tt~ck, 

tho r.ight md t1nclly subsided '·:.t d.."\'.m. Tne 192.1.d sufft:rec1 fi·!c (5) WI..:i 

~s ~ result of the encounter. 

Fecruary broUSht tho cocplotion of \l t:cvie £"rt..'! fer He:ooqu.:.rters 

and Ee::cou.::!..rtcrs Coop.'lr::i in .Dor.~ Il:l Thin. A lc.rr·:c Cin~scol=0 scr~en ws 

rut into o~or~tion for bettor vicw-ing of tho viccr eoticn pictures. A 

Koroon t2.1lor shcp h::.s :!.lso bc.;-;n ,»)Imod in tho cor.:~y ~eo. to prcvidc 

tho personnel with no;;:c.c:d !'dlit:u""J it~.s such ~:; dli.lcor.$ions, f::.tigue 

c~ps, rn.."ll: insienic., one. t.:dlcriIliI • 

Tho Dlue Stcr :".rC~t !'.t i!in .. ~ Hot:. y.:.s n~crl ut-!crth!nston Conpound, II 

in honor ot WO laurence: F. r/orthir...;;ton who \lC.S killod in hostilo llction 
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• on 11 Jcnuru:y, 1969. In Y~ch, the ilOKle continued their :d~obile 

oper::ltions with the 28th Reginont conduct1nc onc in the Tuy He!!. V::.11cy. 
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The results vera 28 KIAI: .:mel tour (4) cn:.~urlJd r..:1chinecuns. During 

the period 5-26 Karch, the 4Bth =nd the 29th ROK Rcg1mont conducte,;! two 

bcttali::ln-sizod op(:r::.tions usine the 1st :md 3rd Dtlttc.llons. This ccubined 

eftort Dutt.:::d 77 KL~IC, 20 weapons and cr.e (1) radio. The 30th Reei.'"ldnt 

clddlo o!.~ .:pril. In this wee or.-er.::rt.icn, tho 48th, 92nd, ~d 243rd 

contributod ouch to -ita support •. 

C::"llP Coryall, home ot the 155t."l, has b(;cotle w-elllQlO'WIl ter tho 

frequent l"Cckct o..'ld oortur nttc.cks thc.t I'Ch.::.rlie" bc:cba.rd~ it t.ti the 

Dt.:rir.e the ::;onth of !oic:rch, thu CODF-cund w::.s }-I.i t with six r,jcke:t :.nd r.c.r~r 

sclt;:·~:. The l'st ntt:\ck of tha l.l.Onth occurod on 25 lhrch and broUf~ht 

the l~rc::.:.::t"..lrlJ f~rccd t.;;rrJ.nllti.:>n ot Q, c1e1i!!htful CCIlP-::.ny p~y. In this 

o.tte.ck t9UT (4) mn wer;:; \o.'Ctil'ldc."C1 by fr~nts troo six 122:!r:l rockets th::.t 

hit the cor-pound. These att:-.cks c!1c little t.:: h:l.."';1pcr tho l55th L'1 their 

sup!":crt ot TF Woed. In this operation 13 Conbc.t !ssau1ts \I(:r;; le.u.'lched 

for th~ 5th Specic.l Forces, five (5) for the 45th L"lt':''1try r:.o~iI:1ent, 

In Narch, the 192na ceJct!:lucd to su!Jport e1e:atlnt!: thru~hout the 

:.. 350 t:NOI) forc,:; :'rom tho 2Slst, 252nd, snd 253r:. 1-~e S't.l ... .i.k: Force \J:lS 
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• On the 15th, Co:z:;:r:t A3s ;111t!j t::.;re l"oJ.C. in the vicinity of Song l-!ao. On 

the 20th of !>Iarch, LZ Betty re¢eived 14 ounds of 82mrJ mortar fil'e vi th 

negntive casualties or damage to equipment. 

The 243rd in1 tiated 0. PO~J or keeping three (3) Freight Trains 

RON at Ban Me Thl!ot to be utilized by ,!:-he 5th Sp! cial Forces and MAC'! 

in case of an emergency. This practice continued into April vi th the 

.Urcro..ft remeir..1ng at BMT until having accumulat ed 25 hours of blru::le 

time, at vhich time they were replaced ~~th fresh crews and eircr~t. 

~lhile in BMT, tl!e creWl! stayed with the l55th Aviation Company (AR) and 

received maintenance assist~~ce from them. 

During the month of April, the Blue Stars ~~pported three major 

oporutions for the Korean Regiments. From 15-24 Apr!l, the 28th ROK 

• Regimt:::nt Jrl.:::.de t;n :..1rruebile assault in the 7!lountci.ns northvest of Tuy Hoa. 

• 

Thero lJere 1170 troops on the initial ass.o.ult a.'!c th~ results were 128 

KIA, ,30 machini'lguns, and over 2000 rou.nds of emt:lO cc.ptured. Ti:'-... period 

of 9-21~ April found the 29th RGK Reg~ent conducting their operations in 

the mountains southwest of Duc Hy. This operation r2sulted in 86 KIA's 

and 26 small cmber weapons. From 26 March to 4 April, the 30th ROK 

Regiment vith a forco of 842 men me.de an ai~bile assault into the VC 

infested mountains north\lOst of Phe..'P}. Rang Air Force Base. This oper.:::.t ion 

cost the VC 152 KI;.·s two (2) FOWlS, 59 sm.all c3.liber vec.pons end thrae 

(3) mach1neguns. For recrentiotllll. pur:;:oses, the 48th becrlOle the first 

unit in the 10th Battalion to h~ve an indoor movie theater. The recent~ 

completed building fec.tures a sec:ting cc.plcity of 300 people, tl. st".ge, 

and ~ projoction room. 
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Cc:np Coryell e:uno UMor a,tt:1ek t \dee during the month of April. The 

first att!lC'k on the 6th d"lrn .... z~.: ten t:.:!l1copto:-'s ~ tvo' (2) vehicles. 

On the 2,th, the enem"J fired ten rounds of 82mm. mort..'U"s into the tll'sa 

. nnd ir..tlietad light d:J;:n .. ~ge to £i vc eoapany' Ilircr4't and one tr:-.nsient 

aLrcr:.J.!t. During the socond l.al.f of .\pri1, the l"th prcnd.dcd .. "d.rcrlft 

for 22 CoT.lbilt Assa.ults for B-23, (SF), 4' Ragiment, 23rd &tVN Division, 

eme:. Zlar1..'\c Sector. Tho 155th uso beg:m supporting B-50 Speci:ll Forces 

in their oper:.ttions this I:IOnth. 

On 8 1:.pri1, tho Po1cc=. ts ::.nd Tigo:-slmrks of the' 192nd inserted 

e1cmants of the:: 3/;o6th Infantry into 1.0 Iiuong Phoung Forest. Their 

pri."!:L.'\I'y' mssion ws to loc~-;te a suspocted enemy 'b:lso c~p. On the 12th, 

elements of the 3/,06th Infm try vere inserted into four (4) LZ's 

s:ic1ltalleously. The inf~ try surrounded end conducted :l so::.rch of a 

vil1Clge SUSfO ctcd of being A VC b:lven. On the ever..L"'lg of the 18th LZ 

Batty recoived an est~"ted 22 rounds of 82mm cort~r firs. .\11 rounds 

landed outsido the pericoter :md produced neg~tive d~g: or c~sualties. 

During the no:c.th of April the 2Slst I..vietion Comp'lnY (M!) su?ported 

"Project De1tan on opera.tion Cess Park at a forward opcrctionCJ.l b~se 

in I Corps. Opor~ting from the FOB were the second flight plCltoon and 

the a.r:med platoon. Jippro:x:i.mc.tc:ly 125 cen were sent forvc.rd to the FOB. 

Flo.nders J hotle of the 92nd i.vintion Cox:&p.:;..ny (AB), end other Dong Bs. 

'l'bin inshll.ctions c:.".IlO under a.tt'lck on 12 May. 47 contimod rounds 

vere received Clld rosu1tedL'l five (5) vehic1os, four (4) billots, e.n4 

tw (2) supply rooms recoiving light cl!lm::lgo. l.dditiona.1ly, two (2) 

persons receivod nincr woUJ".ds fr<l!!l shr.!l.pne1. 

M:ty bought About tho end of support of T'sk Forco 'Wood \lith 155th 

StClgecollch slicks and Fo.1con gunships romoving the l~st of TFW I S troops 
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• tro::1 t.!lS ~ Pnng ~e:"'. on 18 ltV. ~ tot.u. of 18 cOtlb.:tt e.sD~\ults vere 

conducted. throughout K~:; in SU;port of TF U:lcd, 2 l-!SF, B-23 (5th SFG) 

and 45th Ragitlont (23rd ARV"N Division). C:~p Coryell C:uD8 under nttack 

a total of rour t!ra(:3 during the cor.th of }I4'.ay. On the 16th, three of 

the&'0 !lttacks w~ro l:lunch~cl rosul:ting in light dQJ:.U\ge to four (4) cdrcr:ft 

::mel nod.Jr;:>.te cku:l."!go to one (1) a.ircr...rt. One (1) }1·1 \1.'lS soriously 

wour.ded o.r.d Y.:lS medew.ced to Tuy Hoc. On thC1 2.2nd. of Hly, 56 rounds 

of B2r.u:l !llld 60mm EIOrtars, 75I:u:1 recoiloss nne, t'Jld B-40 rockets ""era 

rocieved. Four (4) aircraft wore "t'l.J:l.r;?,~il, the p,,~ section h.:ld five (S) 

bu1Jclngs and ninG (9) trucks destroyed, Ilnd one guard \1o.s slightlY' 

\voundcd.· On 23 Moy, thrae (3) tdrcr-tt supporting B-SO (SF) wore hit 

bY' ground fire c.:lusir..g ono to be a tot:l1 loss cl.ong 'With tlolO (2) crev-

• mocbcrs ~ t«~ (2) passengers. 

• 

On 12 ~, LZ Betty at ~ Thiet roceived an est~t~d 12 rounds 

of S2mL. co~~ firo. There were nog~tive friendly cnsttllties and 

only minor dam:lgc to the ncti ve runwoy. Two d.:ly-s l.'lter on the 14th, 

LZ Betty vas og~ under ntt~ck ~ received an estL~ted 20 rounds of 

82mm. mort.:lr tirG rosulting in ncgntive d'lll ·.ge to the inst.;.-(lletion and 

no friendly casualties. The next d.:;.y, the 15th, ten rounds of 6Omo 

cort::t.r ::r. d 3!ol..."'.l1 a.ms fire w:::.s recei vade Spooky vns on atz..tion &z'I.d w:lS 

ecployed. On thC'.t S.'ll:".C d.ay Pole~t ;; 2S0 cr:'lshed into tl river in the 

vicinity of Phnn P..rmg tlirfield rtlsulting in the de:!th of the ldrcr·.·.tt 

'. Cgrnn..,nder. Tho other crew' matlbero vore nbllS: to S\IiJ:l to shore. On the 

. 16th tllld a.g.:.1n tbe 17th LZ Eetty csee 1mder enccy fire. Spooky c.nd. 

tho Tigersharks DAdG the c.re~ too hot tor nC~lien to continue the 

tlt~ck. 
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During thG t:'..cnth of !'!..~j"', the "Slat 1.v14tion CoJ!lpsny (I.H) continued 

its support. of nProj~ct lX:ltG." in o:;'.::J~tion c".ss P:lrk. Tho forw::t.rd 

operational base W'iJ.S noved fron 1h1e/Phu Bin to An Ho:l :It the 1st of the 

J:lOnt.lJ. ond oporc.tion C,.S3 park \-t:l3 initiated. During th:l reloc:'.tion of 

the. FOB, the 2nd flight p14toon ;.r....s rot.'ltad t.:ith thCl 1st flight pUltoon. 

To fulfill the gun coDOi1:.il1cnt in the Nho. Tl":::.ng :lre:l, t\.10 (2) Tigcrsh.arks 

froD tho 192nd woro plc.ced under the operatioIllU control of th~ 281st. 

In l.f.:ly, the 2S1st .j,'lfio.tion Com!"..a.ny (Assault Helicopter) W:lS <:l\.':rdcd 

the N~~V"J Un1 t COt:lI:1O' .. ·'ld:l tion Med:ll for ttction 'With Pro j oct Dol ta. in sl..."Pport 

of a coobined em.s operc.tions in the: I Corps area.. t..c:miral Flarul.g:ln, 

Dep11ty COr::n:lllldor of lJava1 ForcGs in RW, presented tho a·,,.;-rd to M<::.jcr 

Lynn, Cot:l!:~ng Office:r of tho 281st. Brigndier Gel'l..erc.1 Burdett, 

Cocmanding Gener~ of tho 1st Jyi:ltion Brigc.dsj Color~l ~4ihoro, Co~~Air~ 

Officer of the 17th Avi~tion Group (Comb~t); Colonel !:.eron, COotVrt..!l.t."'lilL'lg 

Officer of the 5th SpecUll Forces Group {ABN) j c.nd Cc.ptc.in nGnderson, 

CocmcrAing Officer of the C.~ Rcnh N:l~~ ;Ur F~cility, ~itnes~ed the 

presento.tion. 

On 26 M:v, 1969, the lOth B,:ttalion t.lo.s r~dt:sign~ted 10th f.vintion 

Bo.tt ... lion (Comb,tt). AJ.l units \.'ithin tho bc.tt.:.1ion ruccivcd sir;:j1o.r 

redesi~~tior.s t~~t went into ~ffect c.t tha s~e tiDe. 

Tho 155th t.vi:ltion Cumr..:::m.y (AR) during its 2400 flying hours for 

tho month of June, supportud ur..its in c-. tot~ of 16 a.1r.:lObile o;:>er:~tions. 

T~ l:lrsest of those ~i~bilc oPQr~tions w~s on insortion of cvor 900 

troops south of En Me Thout on tho 21st. The 155th also provided 

tw (2) ::t~cco~ch slioks o.nd tw (2) F::l1ccn e::unships in support of da.ily 

• i."lt.:11igl!..'lcO S:lthering "Sniffern oper:.tions. Theso vero instrt.t:lent:\l in 
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obt.unincr :L'lte!ligenco 3l'ld inton-~tlon concerning th~ eDL-::I1 lDOvQCen~s 

and build-ups in the surroUl'lding areAS. Iiwri."lg:.l night support mis ~lon, 

a cocmancl end contre1 cl.rcra.tt with soveral pc.sscngon on board rml into 

IFR conditions on appronch to Ie.c Thien a.irstrip. The aircrc..f't crashed 

.intc tho hlte and overtumed. No one 1rI:!S injured, although the c.ircratt 

vns conp1ete1y destroyed. In Q, dc.ring" recue I the l55th cOQ"l.o:uuier 

bcv-sred near the vreck3d ~rcr..U"t o.nd :tl10ved the "Jet surli VOl'S to boord 

the rcsuce aircr:U"t. 

6 June found LZ Betty recci".ring 6-S rounds of 10'7li:D!1 rocket fire. 

One round scorad 11 direct b1 t on 0 billet I kill.ing thrce (3) end wounding 

(3) DOre. 

Du.:-ing the: Don th of June, the 281st ~\v1a.t ion Conpo.ny (ll.s s:w. 1 t) 

continued its supper of "Project Delta" on operc.tion Cess Park. On 2 

June three (3) Intruders ond t1..'O (2) Wolf P:1c.'< gur.ships vere c~.d tted 

to the 129th .i .. ~tion Cocpany (.'1ss:lult iblicopter) c.t :.n Son. Two (2) 

UF.-1C eunshi;>s frOc. the 192nd J .. vintion Co::lpa..'l'"1 (!.H) rel!l!!.ined ",'!th the 

281st until 13 June vh~ they vare relcc.sed and. ret1.lI4l·;c to Ph=.n Thic:;t. 

In Juno T:lsk Force South added tho 2/1st fJDOred C~v~ to the 

unit~ in the Phan Thiat =.rea.. 1 ... vigorous progr::m to incrO:lse th~ read 

secu.:-itj between Phc.n Thiot and Tuy Phcng r';)quirod the p:1l'tici;il.tion of 

most of the fly';;o.ble Freight Trcln .:1ircr:...ft. 

July found the Bluo S~rs from the 48th partic1r.o.tins in the 

pl.:lnnlng o.nd execution of 0. comb=:.t operation for the 30th Regiment, 

9th ROle Division. This opeM.tion :In"lClv::,:d tho lifting of 891 troops 

~ thair conb~t e~uipcen~. Co~plet~d on the 17th of i~st the r~sults 

• shoucc 109 eneoy killod .n.nd 49 vec.pons co,;::turcd. 
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Starting t!'!~ OGCOnQ h3lt et t.'1e 7r::.~r oft uith Do b:ng, the Side­

kick £I1.:.!1sb.1~s i':-om the 92nd rucordod 38 contil1llcd k:IJ 18, l3 suspected 

ldlls, and a h::t.lt dozon structuros d~lStroyed. The 92Dd mm.nterull\ce 

plc.toon. 11::.s rcnlly be.:n \I;lrIdn(; sinco J~~. ..-arcrcl:'t :.:.r...1lability 

nowr dro;>ped bclOl{ 76% tor tha slicks :::nd fell bolov 70% only enco 

for tho gunships. 

in onex:r:r buildup quite siuil..r.r t.:l thc.t 'Which occured just before 

the ba:i:;tlo of Duc lap 1.'\ 1968 t..'tlS svidancod b;r intalligencQ rel;orts 

r~c~ivc~ tl~D th~ Due Lap - Bu Prang ~ea. To incrar~c L~orcation con-

Cel"l".~.:.g on~ acti vi tes in the c.re3S c.round Bu Prang a.r.d Duc La.p, the 

l55th conducted nucorous snif£C!' rJissions in. those :-..reas in sUJ?~rt of 

the 23r~ ~1VN Divisi?n ~~ B-23 (Special Forces). }!uch ~..lunblc intell1-

gonce l~S g:'.thcred and r.:my signific.mt sightings wor·:;) r.a.do. July 

tlnrkod the return \J£ the l55th's support to B-50 opcr:!tions. lUSO ~ 

co:sr.it::lent to the 2nd, 3rd, :md 5th HSF {Mi.;e Strike Foro,z:} \Ins added 

::.t this ti!:c. With the ::dded enecy buildup, the 92nd .:'..:ld th3 2Slst 

found thet.lsolves prea.:.nt core and oore vften ::::.t B.J..'\ H"o 'rn:.>ut to land a. 

helping r~'1.d in prod.ding adequa.tG: S'llpport to the ground l!I'I.i ts Cot B~ 

}Io !huot. 

On 2 J~, \Jper~tion Cass P~k II (~j~ct Delt~) w~s cccplot~d • 

.. 21 tho aircr:.ft .:-.nc'!. equip:l.(;;nt cf the 2S1st l~\-!t'.ticn Coop .. ,ny (J;.H) ro-

; tu.'"Ilcd to tlha Tr:mg by the 8th of' Jcly. The st.'ly- at roDe \tas short 

lived through, for on 28 July, Q. cot'.ti'b:1cnt of oie:ht (S)UH-l.!Jls ~d 

five (5) UB-1C's ~s initiatod for Project Delta. (~52). Th6 plnce f~r 

: tha F01"\l:lrd Opor::.tion::l B!J.sc (FOB) w.:.s .:t.gcin in I Corps. Tr.is t mi! the 

28lst h:::!.d th'C,) gro\md support of tho }o!arinos for loc~l security • 
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On 12 July 1969, tho 2Slst .!..v1at1on Co::JXll'IY (J.s~\:lt Ball copter ) 

\l:lS presented tJxl V1~t~~sG Cross of <Y.-.ll=mtr,f \/i th Pak by Major 

Generc1 QIl:l:'lG of the ~rSF. The :!.\I~d v:-.s gi v~_n for r-arforrumclJ vi th 

proj~ct Dc1tc. !'roIl Juna of 1966 to }oby 1969. ':~ttondillg tho ce:-C1Ilor.y 

wc.s Colonel H.."'.llc..lnC, CoS"'..::Ulding Officer of the 17th CAG j Colonel 

Rheo.uJ.t, C~din& Officer of t~e 5th SFG (:.Bli); .:o.nd LTC St:tr.1ey, 

C~..:::ldi:'lg Officer of thlJ 10th 11-no. tion &tt.il.ion (Cor:b..'\t). 

In :~ugust, the 30th Reg1rJant kicked off :m oper~tion in t,he 

ncunt=i. ns nc.:'.I' Ph:m l1:J.ng. This W:l.S :!. tw-pb!lse oper.:!.tien th .. "1. t s::m 1400 

troCl:lS Llir1irted in the rug6ed DOunt.."1.ins by the 48th l.vi~tion CO.:1pany. 

81 en::L"Y KL~ I S wara tha result. On the 22nd of J~t:u~t, tho 48th 

suP?C'rte:d the 3rd &tt·-:.l.ien, 29th RagiD~nt vi th 0. troop insertion in 

the !'SC:l s'l:I'rounding the Song Cho Velley, swoepine the e;ntire c.re:>.. During 

th.:; c1osiDf, dc:rs of teo month, 655 troops fron the 30th Rcrrmc:.nt kere :.~r 

lifted ~:to tho ~o ~c~ to ~vonco tou~Q nnd ~~Gt their sister 

e1enent. The 48th provided p1ar.r..ing, cO:ml..-ne and control, daily rcsu?!,ly, 

night Dedic~ evuucation, ~ fire support. 

pressi-.re s"'1b1g record. On that d::.te 10,000 hours h~ be6n f1o\m by the 

unit without an ~ccident. By the kst day of thc r.~llt~, this h~d gro\m 

intc. 161 d::::;s :md 12,086 hvUTs without an nccidc:~t. 

~ith J~st w~~thor deteriorating, tho 155th conti~u~d to fly Q 

high nur.ib:r of hours. Thore wore r.ine -::irr,:cbi1e cr>Er~ti"ns conducted 
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:1S weh intollit;Cllcc ::..s possiblo on eD~ mov';:T.lonts :md :let1vitics. 

On. 8 liugust, T1eorsh!'ll"k gunships verc scrambled to support el~ts 

of 3/S06th Inf::mtrJ" ",-ho mid eng.::god c. squ.:u! sized clC:::lcnt. ThI3 guncl'.ips 

expended on Q. bl:::-.kor ::nd £!C·t the joy of suoing a. secondary oxplosion. 

On that S.:lI!lC d~y .:l P.r.necr Tocm \o1':'S angc.ged by Il. superior tw/i force DCru:" 

Song M::o. Gunshi~s provj.ded close sUi'port tlS the Pokcate r.:tde a rope 

lo.dde.r extrc.ction vhile \'\1lder inten:=e hostile fire. The Tigersho.rks 

'\T..;ro sc:r:u;lblot.1 six ether timos during the :tlOnth to support clcnents of 
I 

TFS \o1he lIcre in contact. 

IIProject Ikllt.'l" on ojJ')rt'.t1on 3-69 kept part of thu :'!ircr:£t of the 

281st busy until 28 AuS;USt lIhen P'nc.sc I ended. On 18 !4USUst.1969, 

supj:.'Ort for P.oconc\.,,: ScrJOol V:lS ir.i tir.tod. Idrcr:-..ft freJ: the 92nd c:::.ne 

up to \:.:.rk with tho 281st on the first operation. 

~or~ ~tt.:!.ck. Thare '\-.'ero saver.u people injured, ~.:r.:xme theo the CO!lpmlY 

On 22 J..ugu.st 1969, the 43th inserted the 3rd B:ltt:.U..ion, 29th 

Rosillcnt as Pha.se I of 11 two pho.se opor:.tioD. Ph~".Se II cct'ClE:Dced on 10 

Oet~,:,bor l-dt.'l tr.ae inserticn of the 30th llogb:;!:nt 9th r..oK Division rein-

forced 'With cne b~ttd.lion. The Reail~l.mt cp.'Jr:lted in the: !::oOullt:.1ns south-
\ 

west of Nb.:l Trana an~ the oper.!lti·:'n known il:3 Dong :eo 9, l:.lS ter:.'li~tc-d 

on 19 October. 

On 16 September, the B.~tt.....uon Tz:.cticc.l Oper!':t1ons Center \ons 

deployed to B=n Mo Thuot to augment tho 155th ~v1~tion Co=~. 



.' 

• 

• 

• 

SopteDbcr 2nd brought Do cl,:)SG to the torw.lrCl t:lCt1c:~ 8i to th:1t 

the.: 92nd had been opor~ting .'It B:-.o IDc. On tho.t d.cto, the tcnr...rd 

e1ecant rou."lited :t Fl~crs lrIith the: rel':!"!jnCer CIt the Conpo.ny. Fl:mders 

J:J!r:::1,.Hcliport recie::vod :l DOrter atto.ck on 21 .. SGptecbor th~t resulted in 

tw (2) nircr::..rt receiving najor do.D::.ge, four (4) Dinor dt!l'Ja(;e, nnc1 one 

(1) Pl.::.toon building receivine lieht s:r.r:lpnal c1n:lage. 

Sept.:a.:lbe;r at B::n-l4e Thuot 'Was eh:lro.ctvrized by the prc;~enco of a 

gre:lt nuobor of aircr~£t fro~ throughout II Corps. In o.ddition to 92nd, 

243rd, o.nd 2S1st o.ircr~~, tho 52nd ~vio.tion E~ttclion in P1eiku 'W:lS alec 

s~nclin£, c!own helpful o.ircrtrl't. 'l'his \l.:lS clue to the n'c 0 d for :?rcviding 

incr~~sed ~~ctic:J.l end logistical o.vi~tion support to units o~ro.ting 

in tho Bu Pr-ng - GiD. Nglilil - Due lap - tri:ll."lsle. ~not:i:oes..tl.s IlaIlY as 

35 :lddi tionc.l aircr::-.f't ~l£rc 'Working in the Bl-1T orea. c:lch d~. 

Throughout Sd~'tember, thu 19211c'!' s min cission ~s to support 

Teak Forc~ South. Sniffer Dissions 'Wer~ conducted ~ost d~i1y. The 

I usuc.l cOlclttlCnt for those missions 'WC.s 2 slicks and 2 gunships. Routine 

resuPr.1y mssions 'WOTa do.i1y conducted. T:.ctic.:U. .!£1crgencies were cott.:.cn 

throU8hout the; month 3lld the Tigcrsh.:i.rks 'W'3ro kept busy in rosponso to 

the c~l1s for help. 

Tho 2B1st i.viation ~.l~y (.\B) eontin"llE:d to support IIProj ect De1t.a." 

on cporation~ "3-6911 Ph!l.sc II "hiob beglll'l on B Septcr.1>cr. 
--------------

In ScptE£1ber, tho 243ru i'ound they \-rere sending :JCIru C!'lC more of 

. their crows Q.cross tho t!ount:.ins t..'") the B..""Jl l·fa Thuot arec in support 

of tho 5th S;'Iecio.l Forces, Jtlt .. CV, ::me! 17th Cl .. G. The wa.ther in the BHl' 

,creo. bcc~~ a serious handic~;. Low ce11ines ar~ heo.vy rain Gade re-

supply of tho fire bases around Du Pro.ne difficult end at til!les impossible • 
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!Dti-air:r~t W~:ponD boC~JlC ~Jrc ~bund~t CEl the ~V~ prossed' the 

a.tt=.ck f~,'r Bu h:.:4g. The .::.r:.:.:! b(.;tveon Due l&.t:' .:..nJ tho C~bodiGn bordor 

become kno\.'D o.s the "Vo1ecno" bec!l:use of the he.~vy anti-!lircrc.f't fire • 

T.Ile Bc.ttilion Fon/Cord T··ctic:-..l Oper::.tions Ceuter w::lS deployed to 

Gic. ~1::!:j.!'I. in October in cOlljmction \lith and in sUPlJOrt of the 23rd 

.1RVP. Division (r:r) ill the Qu:'Ulg Duc Province. On 27 OcuJber the FOr'W"" ... -a 

\reS di:l;i1c.ced ~ck to B?.fl' to :1ugc.ent tho 155th .;~vi:ltio:l Cc·;lP:.ny (Ill). 

Tho e:lcmy intentions south of Bl:T OOC::l:lO c1e-.r =.s it becc.oG 

evident tln t the cnt:::cy ,.,as on tho ::!l.>::ve. L."lrce sized lZ.&its Eoved. ~cross 

the G.".l!lbodi:l 'border into positions South of Due lc.p. On 25 Octcbcr, 

the enaz:r.y beg:!ll his offensive. The 5/22nd ;;.rtillery, in .-'rcp:.I'tlticn 

for tho offensivo" built six fira b~Eles in the Duc lc.p - Bu PrOllg - GiD. 

i!ghi'l Tric.ng1e. 

: . 'X..3.to, ~i!. }i.:.r"" .... lm. • 

They were firo sup;:'JOrt b~es Dory, Helen, SUSCIl, l.n.."lie, 

ur~t3 of the loth a~ttalion, cidcd by tho 52nc, 

YOre res~cnsib10 for ineerting" exchQnging" ~d supportins the troops 

cf these DOl'1 fire b.:!.ses. On 25 October, whon tho en~-ny b.;;r:.;C\.n the 

offcn:live J Helen C::IJO un::1cr tltt.~ck by tl :culti-battilion siz;;;d u.'"lit. B".f 

the 29th of October" the pr~ssurc had bocome so ere":!t on He1Gn tr.:::.t it 

~.S extrcctcd in to~~l. During tho oxtrncticn ~ l~rLo size en~~j force 

D.g~ at~cked Helen inflicting he~v.y c~sua1tios. The eY.tr~ction V~~ 

ccmp11.i>ted on the 29th Olld thc.t afternoon il Z'o3i.."'lCnt.:l1 sized encr.!,Y c1cocnt 

DOved into Helen clld cl.:lir:ed it 0.5 theirs. On the 30th, H:.rth::. 'lr-S 

re10c-ltad tc Duc L":'.p by .c.irer~::i't ~ the 10th &: 52nd B:::I.ttilions under 

he.::.v.y nort:u- fire:. 1'he new b.~scinto which the troops moved \-10.5 Mike 

&:lith, !l nO\1 FSa in Duc L:lp. x.."tc then bec=x:o the major t:--.rect Co'f the 

eneqy. Encoy cnti-circr~t positions were active nll around the fira 
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bue am em the 30th lat. CNae under sl1Stl'l.1ned ene1U7 gTe'UDd attltck 'b;y at . . 
1e~st. 500 ~T.". Two J(lk~ ;;unships tre!!'l the 4!th wore diverted to JtP.te • 

One Jl"lker toms shot d~w, crashed, n.n~ \reS ncstroyed ".dth no S'Ur\.~vcrs. 

During that some dny, three addition..1l gtmshir's IIInd ~ne Cr;..47 wra hit 

b"J enemy fire in the vicinity of Kate. 

1\'hile the :-.a.jor b:\ttili.on cOCidtment \inS in. the mrr nres, the 192nd 

continued with its surrport (If TFS. On:3 October, tw slicks and two 

gunships conducted e combat assault extraction for ncn Camr~, 75th 

Rangers. other combat assaults 'Wore conducted for 2/1st C:lvalry, 1/5oth 

Mech:'t."lizod Infantry, tmd ngcin for "C" Compscy, 75th Rangors. 

On 2 OctCIbcr Phase n (Trojan Horse n) of Project De1tc. on cpc.ration 

"3-69" terminated nnd Phase In started on October 11th. Beth oper~tions 

vere conducted in the vicinity of YJ8.i WC :"'.1ld out cf the security of 

Qucng Tri. Tho MACV' Reccndo School bc~.n its trnininiZ on 16 October with 

the Intruders ns t.he a.,riClti~n support. During the four (4) do:r ficln 

opero.tion there ",ero five (5) eJ!1orgoncy oxtr.~cticns, t'WC\ of 'W'hicl'l \lera 

ecca.cplished ~t night. 

On the 14th of ll(\vember, the b~.1;C :-~t Ihng Be. Thin C£lJ!i.a uncer morta: 

attack. In all, seven aircraft vara d~aged by the ene."!:Y. On the 25th, 

the 92nd opened n to~~n b~se at BM~ composed ot six slicks and two 

gunships. The !'.:1.rcr:u't ct this f(')~.rd b~se flew in the Bu Pr!'.ng ~.nd 

Duc L?p :!r~::l. for about one nonth and returned to DBT just c.fter Christmas. 

neturning to the BMT nrct!. (In the first of novenber, K!".te "1e.S in 

desp~r~te need ~r food nnd ncnunition. An ~or~ency ni€ht rc~pply 

into K.."'.tc w.s J!Ulde by five slicks nnd four gunships frOJ!1 the 15St.lt, On 

1 November I KfI.te bcg~.n recoi ving continuious artillery fire from C:mbodia~ 
. 1 

In ~dditioni the en~ ~~s conducting mnssivc ground and ~ortnr attncks • 
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On tho o.t't.:rnl)OD or tho 1'irst, ::.1'tr.r All of bte IS BUDS V£:ro d:,..r=god OJ' 

destroyed by el1C1:11' :!.rt!11cr;y tr..a FSC \la.s dccl:lrad DO lonaer c:.~'.blG ot 

oper::!.tion ruld plena were initiated to Cv::J.cu:.to K..~tc. On the nieht 

of the 1st the troops of Kate wero succ~3srully extrcctod. ~d-

ic.tcly, the .., j rcr··.rt nt BMl' e>.~3cted kmio end Sus:!ll undor cor..ti."lUOUS 

fire. The ~ offensivc now shifted to Duc L3p where Mike ~ith 

boe~ re:ccivi.'lg. ~ rockets. lete in the %:Iorning of the: 6th, friendly 

uni ts sot up G. perioet.::.r on the r:i.rl of th{:; ,,.olc:mo overlocking Eon &l.r 

P:l, south of Due lap. Tho 3cth-1ty et the volc:no built up imtil air­

cr:::...."t perfor:cint resupply to the troo:f'·s on the ritl w.."uld c1w::!.sy rece:ive 

ground fire, oi ther enroute to or fran tho volc:mo itself, and SowGti.ccs 

fror. \11. thin the centor of' tho ·w·olc~. 

During the first half of November, the IntrudGr~ frv~ the 281st 

continued to pl'O'\-idil support to "Pl'Ojcct Deltc." en oper:::.tion 3-69, Ph:1se 

III. This ope!"'':ltion terminated on 11 Novenbcr. On tho cyening of 4 

~lovcmber, (I. UH-lH tron the 281st \oI!I.S re})Orted ovc.rdue 'While on ~ flieht 

fro:!! m!T to tlhQ. ~'r:!ng and proomcd dow in the v1I:cinity of Duc r!"J Pass. 

On th:-·.t sc.oe dlly, cdrcr:it nUtlber 68-15057 fro th~ 192nd 'Was also re­

ported mszing svmewhere bet,/een Ninh Ho::l ~ Ben loft! Thuot. The cir­

cr~t hc.d been OD ~ n~str~tive flight and con~~ct w~s lost ~ter 

it dC:p_·.rted the 48th Avicl:.ion Conp:".ny. .t.n ac:ri::ll sS"rch l.i.lS initic.tcd 

a.t first light using as m..:.n~;r c.s si.~ a.1rcraft par cfuy free the 48th, 92.."ld, 

2Blst, :md l83rd J .. vic.tioD Calpo.n:1os. This sc~ch lasted until 9 Nov(lI!lber 

with no trace of 0:1 ther c.ircr:::.ft or the crews. With ill clements of 

the 28lst rejoined on 16 Novacber, tho company avi:tion capabilities 

were directed in sU;1-'Crt of tho Bu Pro.ng - l>'.lC I.e.p ae:l dofe:.."'lse. 

1,2 
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e· Tho lS5th wns :ll,!ain taa!:od ~ prcv1clo r.oJor suppOrt for B-SO 

oper:t ions in Docet:lbar. Tho oomp:u-.y I a nol'::J3l cOl:lC'1i tt!ent !or this 

opcr:ltion Vola four (4) slicks, except fl."'OIJ 8-11 December when the cor::pauy 

V"'..s t:lskocl for 0. total of «light (a) slicks ~ four (4) suns. FreD 15 

. Docm::iber through the 19th, a special mosion requiring t'WO ndditiona.l 

slicks w;:.s cl.so provided for B-SO opcM.tions. 

Beginning 10 Dacember, the 281st supportecl Projuct Dalto ·(Oper~t10n 

Yellow Ribbon) ~ conducted cper.ltions out of the FOB :lot Kcr.tua u.'"lti1 

31 DeceDber, 1969. 

The lntter part of tho month YnS dcvctod to less ~-r oriented pur-

suits with everyono looking forward to Christ...""lO.s lXlck.:lges frOT:l hODG ~ 

The V.:.gnbonds ~ done :l tremendous job b'.; tu(';: er..d cf the yc.:.r .as 

~ the follolling s~tistics conpiled during 1969 will o.ttest. 

HOURS P'LOWN- 141,049 

SORXIES FIDWN 417,2(;0 

. TROOPS CARRiEr • 636,558 

TONS OF C/JiGO MUtED-- 52,233 

• 
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Bronze Ott: f::.';,,· Sc!'Vice r:n~ !.chiavcr.p.nt 21 
~--r:.r ~~:")!,,.-,'I"(1~·~ion ¥IC~ fnr S~rv1cc Illld J.chic."VOJ!1ant 
r .. ;=r: ~ t;": !',~, 11 
J.-.:.... :·'V,,'I-.:.. f..:;!' ,T!'.lor 7 

. i::L= :I&~1!..ls 108-7 

-,-- .. -..... _- ... _ ..... _---
155'iH ,Y!::l'IO!J ';C!,fi'lllY (l:SS1:.1.iLT HELICOT'TEn) 

Bmv:}(·'3, Gregory -
Ct?:"h'"D'!GHl:,1-i, Janas R. 
DOUOV !JJ, Kenneth 
Dl.VIS, D::J.e L. 
DI Ch."E'iJ SOt:, ThOl'lD.s L. 
II II 

EIWT .... JiDS, Floyd 
FE/ltSO!l, Robert K. 
Gl.r..DNJ.!:I1, Robert 
GR'F;:rt, J arone 
GRGL7:ICE', Joseph 
G~!u:.T1.7E"I, Daniel Y. 
H!JrrGlSON, Joe F. 
It' " 

EERERUCK, Stephen 
LEE1:, Josrah P. 
LEWIS, Darrall E. 
Y..!'.rd":nr, H.."UTY J. 
McGltIlJI'l'Y /,JJ.an 
l·~SnJGF.R, Orrin C. 
PLUHMEn., E!.l"nest 
R!!l'1)LES, Willicn V. 
POUJ.:.CK, D:lvid H. 
RICHm .... DSON, Willior. 
ROELY, John 
RUTLEOOE, Do.vid 
SClUlEKEtllGOST, Davin A. 
ftrrn!, Gcr:\ld I •• 
ST. PIEil-E, rtonnld E. 
TRILESEM', Carl R. 
TIEm!Ei, Hichse1 
W:"51'EitS, P.irl'~ c. 
It It 

II It 

566-74-1930 
566-68-8460 
373-50-2976 
262-88-17J2 
216-52-7030 
II II 

053-27-0490 
526-74-2173 
053-43-8170 
331-40-9298 
176-40-6267 
262-84-6388 
257-6S-9534 
II It 

280-42-2747 
509-56-3624 
505-64-0346 
550-6t'--OOge 
157-38-J263 
030-00..0 101 
357-40-6061 
515-50-5253 
485-52-4640 
564-68-0444 
379-44-0922 
443-40-7257 
206-34-3101 
400-62-0354 
004-42-1991 
101-40-6017 
344-38-5609 
417-61 .. -5032 
n n 
n n 

WOHTHINGTON, L.'ll"CDCO D. 545-50-8598 
WY:.TT, l)Q,,-1d 4S8-50'!""9CJ96 

20 Sep 69 
30 Oct 69 
31 Oct 60 
26 /.ug 69 
29 Oct 69 
26 Aug 69 
25 Feb 69 
24 Sap 69 
Z1 Sap 69 
20 Sop 69 

·20 Sap 69 
27 I.ug 69 
30 May 69 
26 kw .. q 69 
31 Oct 69 
11 Sep 69 
25 h.pr 69 
29 liov 69 
14 JuJ. 69 
271 .. ug 69 
4 t10v 69 
9 Jul 69 

29 Aug 69 
27 Jan 69 
31 Oct 69 
26 JaIl 69 
29 Oct 69 
15 Oct 69 
27 Jan 69 
9 Jul 69 

31 Oct 69 
28 i-fu.r 69 
27 I.ug 69 
18 Sap 69 
15 Mt!.r 69 
20 Sap 69 
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31 

SP4 
CPT 
10101 
W01 
M 
It II 

CPT 
Cr.4f~ . -
lLT 
SP4 
~r4 
W1 
CrT 
CM' 
1-101 
W01 
l-!Ol 
1.101 
10101 
10101 
PFC 
SF; 
ill 
"101 
W1 
CM' 
ItT 
'!dOl 
S$ 
S?4 
WeI 
W01 
II " 
II II 

1-101 
S1'4 

nrc 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
nrc 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 
1)FC 
DFC 
SS 
BS"tTII 

DFC 
PSI",,, 
DFC 
DFC 
pre 
DFC 
BSI'V" 
BS"V" 
DFC 
DFC 
II II 

" n 
DFC 
DFC 
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Bronze St,.'U· tOl' &mcc o:cr1 :.cr.!crJer:ont 43 
!--my CCflondation Ued."l tor V~lor 2 
.. Ur:rr Cocendat1on Med:l) tor Service nn.1 ,1I:hi3,:-mont 
Purple HG~rts 17 
I~r Medr~s tor V~lor 32 

192Jm .. WI.i.TION COMPfJ.'Y (ISSlULT HF~CCrTEn) 

Al'!DrLELlS, ~ldie .R. 4!l2-66-4052 29 IJov 69 
Bncr~;1ELr.:, St(!ven n.' 270-4,!..-2509 1 Jul 69 
If II n II n .. 
:aurJa..~E, l~len 500-48-l420 II Feb 69 
II II II II 29 }lov 69 
C1l1EEIL, ThOIltls 441-42-3993 15 Jul 69 
CUSTEr .. , Terr.Y' J. .... 17v-3~4407 5 tug 69 
D:~VIL:~, H."lIluel G. 453-78-0034 1 Jul 69 
EILlQi'T, l1ny I'. 010-26-7273 15 Jul 69 
n n ff " S Jul 69 
FOX, Fr='.llcis H. l4S-3B-372S 8 Jul 69 
GD' sm~, Ir...nicl L. 487-48-2086 3 lw- 69 
II n II II 1 Jul 69 
If II .. II 29 i10v 69 
PJ •. nnrs, Robert 519-48-1690 5 t.ug 69 
P-'J~Ccx!K, Den H • 237-64-2293 8 Jul 69 
HDJTOrr, r~bert 475-56-5691 1 Jul 69 
KCIElln~G, Dnre11 n. 5'-2-54-4006 1 Jul 69 
M:.Nl-! , Gregory 138-40-2930 10 Jun 69 
llIILEn, Babio \01. 314-40-4758 27 Jul 69 
F!iF f:f, Richerd l4l-42-53(,5 27 Ju1 69 
PO:I.Ilt-J'i-:, G:or;; ...'!.. L22-42-2726 1 Jul 69 
SHEr·r:.n.n, Gcor;e G.II 258-66-0895 6 tF.ny 69 
TP.LM ~ I Theodore 564-74-f,457 11 ! .. pr 69 
~1HITE, Thomns 531-38-20G3 3 l>1-~r 69 
II n II II 15 Mer 69 
II II II II 4 Jul 69 
II II II II 29 Nov 69 

Bronze sto.r tor Sirvice n..."'ld hchievctlo.."lt 27 
Army CoDnn~~tion r~al fer Vnlor 1 
}.:rtrrj Concnda.tion Mod!U. tor Service t"Jld ~.ch:i. evencnt 
Purple He=:l.rts 15 
.t.1r Med!'.ls tor "2'.lor 21' 
Air l~d:-.ls 1419 

47 

19 

\.101 vela 
WOl Vc/G 
ff n DFC 
1-101 BS'SV" 
If n VC/G 
CT,}' DFC 
HOl DFC 
1,j01 DFC 
It...·:J LOl·; 
II II 55 
lLT :oro 
wm DFC 
II n DFC 
.. II volG 
SP4 DFC 
WOl DFC 
SF4 ::es "V II 
W01 DFC 
l101 DFC 
'!.t01 PFC 
5F'4 liFO 
rn.12 DFC 
ST'4 SM 
1<om. DFC 
ItT BSfI"Il" 
n n DFC 
II II SS 
II II ve/G 
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In every war, there are those who are called upon t.o make the Supreme 

s.."\crifice for their C01m.try in its quests for Freedom. To those in­

dividuals of the loth Aviation Bat:talion (Combat) ,mo died in the line 

of duty, \le devote our JIlOst sincere and reverent. homage. The fo11Oldng 
. 

is a list of these individuals end the dates of their demise. 

unIT SmvICE NtlMBER DATE OF Ar.TIOl-T 

W01 Ronald S. )'1'cCrary 155 

SP4 Richard C. See 155 

W01 Lawrence D. 'Worth.ington 48 

SP4 Kenneth J. I.etds 192 

SP4 Pntrick J. :Ronan 281 

'W'01 TerI'j' L. Cravford 

SP4 Yeyne H. Russell 

155 

192 

426-98-1036 

065-38-6789 

545-50-8598 

431..-76-S907 

174-42-7538 

543-60-5027 

150-38-7859 

W01 Theodore V. Thoms.."l 192 564-74-8457 

W01 Da"lid R. Crow IV 48 42S-8S-S991 

W01 Robert w. S'blcy 192 186-36-7726 

SP5 ~do Ramirez 155 526-66-3184 

Pre Santiago'V •. !. Quint:'!.n.."\ 155 585-42-2820 

SSG Victor B. sUtton 281 244-62-7443 

SPS Francis L. Thompson 192 009-34-1531 

BP5 Me1~-n E. l~te 192 249-84-5545 

SP4 Mich9.el J. Evans 192 547-82":5663 

P\1T 1'iJ!1otby J. Cnral:!.."l 281 336-40-6532 

CW2 Richard M • .Arran HHC 224-50-0996 

49 

3 JnnUtll'7!' 1969 

8 January, 1969 

11 January,. 1969 

16 February, 1969 

lS Feb:ruary ~ 1969 

25 February, 1969 

31 ¥.arch, 1969 

3 April, 1969 

9 Apr~l, 1969 

15 l.fc1y! 1969 

23 May, 1969 

23 Kny',1969 

6 June~ 1969 

6 June, 1969 

6 June, 1969 

6 June, 1969 

18 June, 1969 

24 June, 1969 • 



.t. 
KAME UNIT SERVICE PUMBER DATI OF f.eTION •. ~ SP4 C1.vde t. F.c~Ud~y 155 5~2-S2--3301 26 July, 1969 

CPT Thomas E. CPJ:lpbell 192 441-42-3993 28 October, 1969 

\101 John F. Wright 192 523-62-7033 28 October~ 1969 

SP; Chubby D. lowery . 192 489-48-7429 28 Octob:.l" , 1969 
..... 

PFC Ezequiel TOl"":'es, Jr •. 1<;2 452-84-3559 28 October, 1969 

"-
CW2 Holan 3. BlaCk 48 3.41-34-8296 30 Octcber, 1969 

CW2 M..'lury ,/. Hearne 48 553-70-8923 30 October, 1969 

SP5 Clyde t. C~da 48 566-7e-1209 30 October, 1969 

BP5 touglas H. IDtt, Jr. 48 256-70-2896 30 October, 1«;69 

BP4 'William C. Keeler BEC ll7-40-4533 1 December, lc:-69 

SP5 P.onald F. Keener 243 549-S2-5302 10 Docomber, 1969 

MISSING n~ ACTIOJi 

• W01 J.J.nn E. lI.cGinni ty 155 157-33-1263 3 January, 1969 

Y01 Tc:rry Lanier Alford 281 466-78-0148 4 Novc:mbcr~ 1969 

W01 Jim ~Y Cavender 231 556-72-0707 4 llove::!bcr ~ 1969 

SP4 Bichard G. B.'Uler 155 574-24-2576 4 t~ovcmbor, 1969 

SP4 Rick E. Maderis 155 3F.o-46-3912 4 tlovebGr, J. 969 

SI'4 James R. In.iRl 281 365-56-3987 4 Nov~ber, 1969 

SP4 John .A. Pr.:yne 155 447-41..-4591 4 llovember, 1969 

~.r4 John l ... \lora 231 543-52-2332 4 llovCI:lbcr, 1 r;.69 
'. 

CPT Alfonso Roque C~tro 192 558-58-0391 5 Povecbcr, 1969 

W01 John s. In:lerson . 192 479-58-1521 5 l!ovOtloor, 1969 

SP4 man G. Kenne~ 192 559-74-473S 5 11ovetiber, 1969 

SF4 Mr>..rion L. P.oacb 192 573-72-4757 5 November, 1 c;69 
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