UNIT CREST

10TH AVI*TION B'TTALION {COMP'T)
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- Descrirtion of Unit Crest
The "Scldiers of the Sky" rr:ict approved by the Institute of Heraldry,
United States Army, and euilcrized for wear by members of this unit,
. censists of a gold colored metal and enamel insignia 1} inches in height.
The coapomenis &are 2 blre arnulate surmounted by a pair of gold wings
with a black btelt barbed and flighted with gold., Beneath the basice
insignia ané crossing over the bolt is a gold scroll inscribed with

"Soldiers of the Sky" in black letters.

SYMBOLISM
ks '».-"Lngs represent the aviatiom funetion of the battalion, The bolt
2lso rsrerred o as a "guerd" is an errow used with the cross bow and
reprcsents the militery personnel transparted by the battalien., The
annuiete, symvel of fidelity, refers to faithfulness to duty. The bolt
and annulate also suggest the characters one and zero which corresponds
to the battalion!s numerical designatiom,




ORGATIZATIONAL CELRT

UNIT LOCATION APO

HQ, 10TH A4BC Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377

HQ & HQ Co, 10TH AEC Dong Ba Thin, RUN 96377

130TH MED DET 0/A Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377

339TH AVN DET (DIV) Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377

48TH AVIATION CGMPA :

(ASSAULT HELICOFPTER) Ninh Hoa, RVH 96240

286TH MED DET 0/4 - Ninh Hoa, RVH 96240

92ND AVL:TION CQPANY

(4SSAULT HELICOPTER) Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377

155TH AVI.TION COMPAMY

(£SSAULT EELICOPTER) Ban Me Thuot, RVN 96297

8TH MED DET 0/4 Ban Me Thuot, RVK 96297

192KD JVIATION COMPANY

(4SSLULT HELICOPTER) Phan Thiet, RVN 96317

198TH MED DET Phan Thiet, RVH 96317

363RD AVN DET (DIV) Phan Thiet, RVE 96317

243RD iVILTION COMPANY

(£SSLULT SUFPORT ,

EELICOPTER) Dong Be Thin, RVH 96377

281ST LVI.TION COMPANY

(ASSAULT HELICOPTER) Rha Trang, RVN 96240
3
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Area of Operations

The r'esignated area of operations for the 10th Aviation Battalion
(Combet) is the seven southern provinces of the II Corp Tacticzl Zone.
The following li.st is of those seven provinces in southern II Corp:

Binh Thuan, L~m Dong, Rirh Thuan, Tuyen Duc, Quang Duc, Khanh Hoa, and
Darlac. These provinces have e common border of slvost 100 miles with
Ccmbodia on the west, ~nd tﬁey enjoy an eastern border of over 280 miles
witih the warn South China Sea. |

The geograrhic regions of thie nrea may be generally civided into
the coastel plain, the mount~in region, and the plateru region. The
Vietnamese gencoast has an impressive length in proporticn to the
narrovmess of the country. And it is the sea to which many of the
perple of Vietnam turn oe their main fecod md economic scurce. The
rientiful abupdance of scafoods is sustained by the numerous fishing
hanlete loeated 211 clong the senshore. Salt is obtained from the
occan in seversl large multicolored cvaporation frorms senttered nlogg
the ceast. The constrl plain occupies thst narrow zene between the :
zountains and is itself varied in -gecnorpheleogy, In some nreas richi
silica depesits deminate this zone, vhersas in arens where rivers fl?w
into the sea, wide alluvial deposits are prevalent. The rich silt
deposits of these streans and rivers are nmainly devoted to rice ngri?ulture
with as nhny as four crops per wear becing srovn in some arens. Natur;a
harbors sre abundant along the coast ~nd C~n R-nh is snid to be one ’.
of the finest natural harbors in Asin, The prinary coastal cities in
this region are Finh Boa, ¥ha Treng, Phon R-ng, and Phon Thiet. Tt is
Phon Thict that is reputed to be the nuoc mam center of Vietnar. This sauce
is pfoduced from saolt-wateor fish =and is uscd by the Vietnencse to season

thelir food.
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The mountzain region extends generally along a north-scuth line
and ranges up to over 6800 feet in clevation near Drlat. Ielat is
the l;rgest city in the mountain rcgion ond is surrounded by pine covered
hills overlooking lakes some 4000 fect above sea level. This city was
founded in 1893 by the famous French docter Yersin, who recognized
the site's health-giving qgali?ies. The surrounding area is a famcus
hunting arcz fer tiger, panther, lecpard, clephant, stog, benr, peecock,
phecsant, end jungle fowl. The city itseclf is very picturesque and
shows the French influence in its building designs. E ch chalet-style
villz, with its carefully tended lawns and gardens of cannas, gladisli,
hibiscus, roses, minosz, tougninvillaea, and others, stonds in a pork
of its own. Cultivotion in the mountien region is linited to szell
clearcd areas thet are scmetinmes on steap slopes. These are tended

one ¢r two ycars with no regard for conservation sractices and then

. gbandoned. The balance of this region is covered with dense multistory

. rain forests,

West of the pnountains is the ploteau region, and thie zone

: comprises a good portion of Darlac province, The terrain is gently

rclling hills and where not under cultivatiocn is covered by a thick

}grouth of grass that ney raacﬁ eight to ten feet in height. Ban Me Thout
“is the prinecipal city of the plateau region and is the hub of .21l
- major land and air routes in this western region. This eity is also

ithe traditicnal capitol of the Montagnard tribes located in the

Flatecau ond surrounding mountain region. There are numerous tribes
and tridel groups in this crea, but the largest is the Rade whoso
influence extends from Kontur to Ban Me Thout.

9



Veather throughout the arec con be divided into the summer
monsoun, June through September, and the wintor monsoon, Novenber
through Lpril, with the nonths of May and October as perlcds of
transition. During the surmer tho winds cre southwesterly bringing
rain to the plateaus and pountainous areas. The winter monsoon
brings a northeasterly flow with rains predominately to the east of the
nountzins, The th coastal provinces of Linh Thuzn end Ninh Thuan are
generally unaffected by cither seascn.

While these scven provinces are the general arece of operations,
the 10th AB(C) has on mmy occasions flown further north to Pleiku,
Kontum, Phu Bon, Fin: Yen, and Binh Dinh provinces to support operations

in thesec areas.
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HISTORY

On 23 iuvgust 1965, tho I'-dewricre @ Hezdquarters Company, 10th
Iviation Battalion was activated at Fort Benning, Georgia. On 15 October
1965, a small advance porty for the boattalien arrived at T n Son Nhut
iir Basc to detcrnine the dcstiration and assigmment of the unit. The
advance party was b;icféd at Hcndgquarters, US/RV and was notified thct
the 10th Aviation Battalion was assigmoed to the 12th Lviation Group. The
locetion sclectod for stationing the new wnit was Dong Bz Thin, & small
strip of land cn the westcrn shore of Can Ronh Bay. Vhen the advance
party arrived on 17 October, they found the nainland side of the bay had
been insroved only to the extent that a snell dirt ﬁirstrip and & Speccial
Forccs Detachment, B-51, wors precariously perched on the only dry ground

in the vicinity. Basically, the Dong Bz Thin arca w2s a swamp with dense

-

© jungles vegetation, immdotcd by the ketvy rains of the mensocn season.

The advznee _p::rty sclected the initial site ond storted o clcaring
opcrotion to further improve the area.

A4t 1000 hours on 28 October 1965, the MSTS McGraw docket at Can Ranh
ﬁay end by 1500 hours the nain body of the 10th Lviation Battzlion had
arrived at Dong Ba Thin. The total movement time had been 18 days. The
new arrivals were greoeted by Major Censtonce of tho 117th Aviation Conmpany

Major Wiggins, of the 129th Aviction Compony, The 117th and 129th were

the first two companics to bocome members .of the Bettelion. Tho third unit

to join the 10th Battalion was thc 48th Lvigtion Company, which arrived
ot Phan Rong, approxinatcly 25 miles south of Dong Ba Thin, on 26 November

1965,



On 25 Decembor 1965, the 145th fLirlift Platoon wis assigmed to the

10tk -Buttalion with hone stotion at Nha Trang, RVN. This platoon wes

assigned the nission to provide hciicOpter suppcrt and transportation for
the HezGquarters, 1 Ficld Forces, Victuom, |

As the year drew te a closc the 10th Jviction Bottalion was composcd
of the 48th iviation Compeny, the 117th Lviztion Compony, the 129th
hviation Compmy ond their suprorting det:chnents, the 145th Lirlift
Plotoon, znd Headguarters and Hoadquarters Conpany;

The 10th fAwviation Battalion was releascd fron &the 12th iviction
Group and assigned to the 17th Aviation Group on le:.rch 1966, This saction
reduced the @istonecc to the noxt higher Headqu:.r‘tc:f's from 170 nautical
niles to 15 novticcl nilos (Fha Trang versus Soigon), which matcrially
irproved the responsivensss of command and adnﬁnis'#rative actions.

On 10 March 1966, the 135th Lvlation Cempary (FWLT) was assigned
to th:s 10th Battalion wnder operzticnal control of Hzadguarters, 1 Field
Forccs, Victnan, The 281st Aviation Corpony ;eas assigned to the Battalion
on 1, July 1966 and was under the operational contrel of the 5th Speeial
Forces Group located in Nha Trang. The 183rd fLvistion Conpary (Recon-
noissance Airplane) was stationed at Dong Ba Thin in late June and vas
assigncd to the Battalicn on 14 July 1966, With tho addition of this
unit, the ranks of the 10th Avinstion Battalion had swollen to enconpass
six aviation conmpanics engaged in almost every asﬁ:‘cct of conbat and combat
support activity in the II’ Corps Tacticul Zone,

4s the calender year 1966 cane to a clouse, the 10th Combot Aviztion
Battalion was composed of the following units and their supporting
detachnents: Hezdquarters and Headquartsrs Compony; 48th Assault Helicopter
Canpany; 28lst Assault Helicopter Company, 129th Assault Helicopter Conpany;

vii
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117th lssculdl Haliespter Company and tho 180th Assault Support
. Bulicopter Company.

During 1967, a year of cffervescence, the Vegabends underwent a
complote transformation in orgenization. The 48th was lost to the 268th
Combat Jviaticn Battalion cffective 1 Scp‘tcﬁbcr 1267. The 61lst Lssault
Helicepter Conmpany arrived in Qui Nhon on 15 Fovember 1967 ond was weleoned
and briefed by the Vagobonds at their new home at 4n Son. The 6lst was
declarcd operational on 20 Deccnber 1967 and was given the nission of
General Suprort of II Cerps. The 92nd Asscult Helicepter Company arrived
at Can Ranh Boy on 23 Novenber 1967 and was welecne and briefed that
sane day at Dong Ba Thin, Tiio Conmpany was declured oper:.tionnl on 12
Decerber and two days latcr provided aviation support to the 'lst Brigade,
101st Zirborne Divisicn. On 1 Septcrber 1967 the 129th was releascd

i fron the 10th Exttaldien and recssigned to the 268th Conbat Lviation Battalion,
The 10th Battalion wes aasigned a sceond Chincok company on 9 Nuvenber
* 1967, This was the 243rd Assault Support Heliccpter Company which nade
:it's home in Dong Ba Thin, The 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company
was with the 10th Battalion until 15 November 1967, at which time they

. were also reassigned to the 268th Combat Aviation Batialion. The 196th
. Assault Support Helicopter Compeny was assigned to the 10th Bettalion to

replace the 180th on 15 November and continued to operate from it's home

base at Lane Army Heliport, An Son, RVN.
The year 1968 brought new additions to the Battalion and a few dele-~

tions, The 117th was reassigned to the 12th Combat fviation Group
effective 1 January 1668. On 15 January 1968, the 192nd Assault Helicopter
. Company was assigned to the 10th Battalion and was promptly ploced in

viid
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Company wis assigned¢ to the iOth Dattalion and wes promptly pleced in
direct supoort of the 3rd Dattalion, 505th Infantry at Phan Thiet, 1
June 1958 brouzht the last trensformztion of the 10th Battalion s two
units were acdced and two reessigned, New units were the L8th dssault
Helicopt~r Compary, which was given the primery mission of providing sup-
port for the 9th ROX Infentry Division at Ninh Hoa, anc the 155th Asscult
Helicopter Company whose assets went to the 23r¢ ARVN Division, Special
Forces, nd MiCY units cround the Ban Me Thout zurea, Units depurting the
B:ttalion were the 51st Assault Helicopter Companmy and the 19%5th assault
Support Helicopter Company, These units were reassigned to the 268th
Combat aviation Eattalion.

4&s of 1 June 1948, the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion was composed of
the followinz units and their supporting detachments: Headguariirs enc
Hexdcuarters Company 2t Dong Ba Thin, the 48th .issault Helicopter Company
at Ilinh Hoa, the 92nd isscult Helicopter Company 2t Nong Ba Thin, the
155th Assault Helicopter Company it Dan Me Thout, the 192nd Asssult Heli-
copter Company =t Phan Thiet, the 20ist Assault Helicopter Company at
Nha Trong, and the Z43rd Assault Support Heliconter Commany st Dong Da
Thin,

w-th the composition of the ICth Combat lviction Dattalion expericne-
ing no chinges during the rem:inder of 1658 and 211 of 1949, things begsn
to chunze in the lotter hilf of 1970, On 13 Luzust; the 192nd Assault
Helicopter Compony moved from 1Z Detty at Phan Thiet to Phan Rang 4B,

Phan ling, WWE, On 15 October, the 1G3rd Reconnaissance Airplane Company
loc.ted et Dong Z: Thin wis welcomed back to the 10th Combat Aviation
scttasion from vthe 223rd Combst Aviation Bettalion, At the end of October

”
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. the 281st Asscult Helicoster Company at Nha Trang closcd out combet

operations in JWN in premur:ition for deactivation., Deactivation ceremonies
. were held on 1 December 1970 ot Headgquarters, 10th Combst Avistion

D:zttalion timus bringing to a close the “Intrucder® service in RVN.

- At the close of 197C, the 10th Combet Aviation Battalion wis composed
of the following units and their supporting detachments: Headquarters
and Hezdouarters Company ot Dong Do Thin, the 43th Assault Helicopter
Compzny .t Ninh Hou, the 92nd Assault Helicopter Company <t Dong Do Thin,
the 155th .Asszoult Helicozter Compony ot Dan He Thout, the 183rd Recon—
nzigsinee Jirplone Comoany 2t fong N: Thin, the 19Znd Jissault Helieomter
Comzuam .t “han Dang, -né the 243rd Assault Sepport-Eelicopter Coms>ony
ct Dong B:.h’ﬂﬁ.n. . i

W€ the besircing of 1971 the 10th Combet Aviation Battalion began o

. . prriod of tremencdous change, On 30 Jenuary 197i the 155th Asszult leli-
conter Company completed its inoctivation leaving Bon Me Thout without
avistion support, To fill the void end provide the Z3rd ARVH Division
with neeced uir suppert a package of six (4) WH-1H and two (2) UH-iC
airer:2% were sont to Dan He Thi-% from the 197°nd Asszult Helicopter
Comyany. There they remeined stitil’ 28 %ant™ 971 whon-an. identital pdckage
from the 67nl lissault Hzlicozter Communy ssumed the mission, :ilso in
Janmuer> the LOth assculi lzlicorter Compuny was resssimned to the 223xct
Comb.t ivi.tion Zuott.dion at Dong Ha, ZWK Lo support the :VH push into
Laos, “Lom Som 71%, In ecurly Februcry 1971 .0 Troop 7th Squadéron 17th

. Ca%alry woe cttached 1o the 10th Combeot Aviction Datt:lion and w:s moved

to i - ;sf;.rb.;sc, U, There primsry mission wes to suomort the 23r¢
;\."!VII'D?f.vj.sion.‘ The last we2k of Murch 1971 three units from the ist

. o= -7 Jivision Alirmoblle were assigned to the 10th Combat .iviation
8



Dettslion, They Werely.0,. 3D Compirded .of the 227vh Aviution Dittulien,
C Company was sent to Finh Hoa to £111 the role the 45th ANC left be-
hind, D 2nc D company were both st:tioned at Dong J.o Thin, On 17 July
1971 B/727th wcs reassicned to the 258th Combuit Avistion Battalion end
moved to Tuy Hoa, AVil, During the month ol iugust. the 2U:3r¢ Assault
Support Helicopter Company, S iugust, and D/2°7th Aérizl Yezpons Com-
aony, L9 August were incctivated. December brought the finsl chenges
to the 10th Combet vistion BDattzlion, On 1 December the 183rd Recon-
niiss:nee Airplane Cempony was inactivated, also on 1 December the
9Znd iGssault Helicopter Compuny began its decctivetion and completed
on 31 December 1971. Also in December the 197néd Asscult Helicopter
Company began its decctivation procecdures, With the close of 1971

the 10th Combot Lviotion Battalion consisted of the following units:
Becdguirters .ad Head.u:rters Company xt Dong Da Thin, %0th issault
Heliconter Company ot iinh Hoa, 1672nd .issauvlt Helicopter Company ot
Dong 2 Tain, and A/7/i7 iir Cavalry Troop <t Phcn Rang, Hith the
coiny of the new yezr 197° the 10th Combot Aviation Dattclion will
end its long and zlorious rocord as one of the finest .viamtion DPut-
talions in the Repuklic of Vietnam. Shortly ifter 1 January 1972

the iz “HC and A/7/17 1CS will b~ rocassigned to other units and

the 192nc JHC will comrletc its inactivetion, Ly the end of Jamuory
HeiCguarters and Headgu-orters Commany i0th Combat iviztion Dittalion
will also comnlete éodcf:loynent proceecdings, The manyr many members

of the 10th Combat Andtion Saticlion throurh the veurs heve been
proud of their unit und the role it hics nluyed in the conflict in
South Vietnum,
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AWIRDS

Cn 29 July 1967, L.V USLLV General Order 3837, the 10th Combat
f_%viation Battalion was awarded the Meritorious Thit Commendation for
exceptionzl 1y meritorius achievement in the psrformance of outstanding
service during the period from December 1965 to September 1966. The
Bzttalion was cited for being the only aviation battzlion in Vietnam
having a completely mobile field headquarters ond forword operating base;
for its capability to displace to any loczxtion in the conbzt zone and
undertoke combat cperations within tuenty-four hours after receipt of an
alert order; for its mastery of night and clondestine operf._-:t.ions ; and
for cttaining the highest mently level of aircroft cveilsbility ever
schicved in Vietnan.

On 15 August 1967, the 10th Combat Aviztion Battclion received the
Valorous Unit Avard IsW US.RV Gezicr:l Order 4160, The Battalion was re-
cognized fer distinguishing itself by cxtraordinsry heroisn while enguged
in pilitary operutions during the period 1 Jomuary to 24 March 1966 in
Operations Jefferson, Van Buren and Horrison in the Tuy Boa Velley., Fly-
ing incredibly long hours, the men of the 10th Combat Aviation B:ttalion
enzbled Frco World Forces to severely wezlen ¢ long estzblished Viet
:Cong rule ond to protect the local inhcbitant!s rice harvest, By naking

; lorge friendly ground forces highly airmobile within their operationel

zon2, the battalion was instrumental in preventing the Viet Cong fron

‘securing tho rice harvest for their own use.
~ On 31 December 1967 LAW USiRV General Order 6715, the 10th Combat

ivietion Battslion was awarded the Meritorious Unit Cormendation (First
Oak Leaf Cluster) for exceptionally neritorious achicvement in the por-
formance of outstonding service during the period 5 September 1966 to

X
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31 March 1967, The Bottalion was ecited for deploying its field headquorters

and zvictica cooianivs furiber, fasier, and zcre frequently than any

" other Combat Aviation Battzlion in Vietnam; for ccordinating, planning

and accomplishing nissicns which involved the extrecticn and reinsertion
of a battalion sized unit with supporting artillery in the omuzingly
bricf pericd of fcur ﬁours; ond, for execcuting the first battalion sized
night operation without benefit of illumination. Alsc noted were the
tnit?s achicvenonts in the development, nanagement and physierl security
of Dong Ba Thin Post which were attzained with out detracting from its
tactical functions.

On 24 October 1968 I.LW USARV General Order 4950, the 10th Combat
iviation Battalion was awarded the Valorcus Unit Lward (First Ock Leaf
Clustcr). The 10th Ccrmbat Avition Eattzlion and its assigned units dis-
tinguished themsclves by extraordinery hercism while engaged in nilitary
operations during the poricd 1 June to 20 Junc 1966 near Dok To, Charged
with providing the 1lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division and frmy of the
Bspubiic of Victnan elomernts with direct aviation suppert during
operationgﬁawthorne, the nen of the 1Cth Combat Aviation Battalion not

only accomplished their rission in an cutstanding nanner but also

personally dealt the eneryy erippling defoates as o resvlt of their surperb
airmebility, combat assault rreficiency ond devastating firepower.
Throughout the operation, the unit's persomnel flew mere than two thousand

" hours in perforning over eight thousond sortics while 5irlifting in
" excess of eleven thousand troops and one nillion voumds of cargo. They

ccnducted twenty-five combat assoults of platoon size ond lorger, and




their moticulous zttention to detail and toehnical expertise ensurod
that their were no aircrult accidents dospite the difficulties of
hazardous terrain and severe yeathcr. Through their exemplary courage;
professional competence aﬁd relontless deteminatién, they contributed
irmeasurably to the overwhelming defeat of the ene1=;\y during Operation
Hawthorne. The nen of ‘th.u 10th Combat Aviaticn Ba‘li:;talion displayed-
extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty which arc in kecping with the
highest traditicns of the nilitory service and reflect distinct credit
upcn themselves and the Armed Forces of the United States.
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UNIT COMMANDERS

HELDQUZRTERS, KELDQUARIERS CQPINY

CAPTAIN ROBERT E. FITCHEIT 1 January 1969 - 19 Janucry 1969
CLPT.IN CHRLES H. FAIRCHILD 19 Jmuery 1969 - 9 June 1969
C/P7.IK TL.YMOND S. JNGELI : 9 June 1969 - 7 Zugust 1969
CZPTAIN KARL W. MARROTT 7 ILugust 1969 - 31 Decenber 1969

48TH LVIXTIOH COMPLNY (ASSAULT HELICOPTER)

MAJOR VICTOR E. #ICOL, JR. 1 Jenuary 1969 - 1 June 1969
¥ALJOR RAY H. EVANS 1 June 1969 ~ 2 Decenber 1969
#AJOR ERNEST R. BOWLIHEG 2 Dacenber 1969 - 18 Decexber 166%

C.PT.IN MAIUEL J. SILVA 18 Dececber 1969 - 31 December 1959

92D VILTION COMP.EY (ASSAULT HELICOPTER)

MZJOR CLAUDE T. IVEY 1 January 1969 - 12 Maorch 1969
MiJOR ROBEXT B. JAMES 12 tarch 1959 - 5 Septomber 1969
MAJCR CHLRIES W. QU-TTLEB.IM 5 Septecber 1969 - 31 Decembeor 1969

155TH ZVL.TIOH COMP.IY (.SSLULT HELICCPTER)

*KiJOR BOGZBY L. NOORE 1 January 1569 — 25 June 1969
H.JOR DELF M. OWEN 25 Junc 1969 - 23 December 1569

MLJOR CERGRD H. LUISI 23 Decenber 1969 ~ 31 Decenber 1969

192}D LVILTION COMPLNY (ASS..ULT HELICOPILR)

J#JCR PLUL G. STRINGER 1 January 1969 - 26 February 1965
MAJOR ROY P. ELLIOTT, JR 26 February 1969 - 1 July 1969
MiJOR ROBERT H. KELLEY ‘ 1 July 1969 - 31 Deccrber 1969

1
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. ....The "Stngecoach" patch of the 155th Aviation Compeny (Assault
ﬁeli&pter) has the following eymbolisn: The crosstow represents the
Montagnoerd populotion in the loeal arcs of operztions, the ARVN Flag
represants support given to the 23rd [RVH Divisicn, the helicopter is
indicative of the type of support provided, the fimericin flag reproscnts.
the heritcge. of the menbsrs of the 155th, znd the 13 stars on‘ the flog
represent the support-of 2 new cowntry, just as.the United Statos wasa
new country. The call sign "Stagcecach" rerrasents the corrying of
trocps and-cargo cvér rouzk terrain as done by the stzgecoaches cf the
old west.

- The 155th Lviation Conpeny (/iH) wos assigned tc the 10th Battalion
(Coztat) cn 1 Junc 1968 by General Order #38, 17th Aviation Group
(Cezbat). |

During 1969, the 155th supported the 23rd LRVN Divisicn, Detachment -
B-23 2nd B-50 Specicl Forces, Inrlze, Quang Due, ané Tuycen Duc provinces,

end IFFV Artillery. In the yeors activities, the 155th cenmpiled the

. fellowing statistics:

Hours flcwn : 27,256
Troops lifted 61,540
Sor‘hies 130’ 6-15 :
Corgo houled (tons) 1,395
13.
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92nd AC (:H)

The 92n} [viztiza Company (i) wns constituted 6 fugust, 1964, in
the Regular Jumy and cetivated at Fort Eenning, Georgia. It was in-
activated 1 Jmuary, 1967, in Vietnarm. Then on 8 Februery, 1967, the
oznd iviation Compony was zetivated at Fort Carscn, Colerzdo, The
cdvance party arrived ot Dong DBz Thin en 15 Nevember, 1967,'cnd the nzin
tody arrived at Cam Ranh Day con 23 Novemuer, 1967, cboard the USNS
General John Fope. The 92nd cireraft were processed at Vung Tau and
farried to Deng 2~ Thin during the first week in Decexber, 1987. The
ccmpany was declnred operaticnal con 12 Decerber, 1967 and two deys later
flow its first pission in Vietnan in suppert of the 1lst Drigede, 101st
Jirverne Division,

Turing 1969, the 92nd Aviation Company supported nunerous and varied
units throughout II Corps; 1€th Engineer Briguds, B-51 Special Forces,
Cox: Ronh Doy Suppert Command, 5/22, 5/27, =ad 6/32 irtillery, T-sk Force

suth clemeonts, 116th Engineer DBattalion, 53rd ARWN Reginent, 500th

Transportation Group, 7Cth Engineer Dottalion, ond cthers. VWhile flying

for these units, the follewing st.itistics were compiled:

- -

Ecurs flown 27,873
Trocps liftcd 76,935
Scrties 118,147
Cargo hauled (tens) 2,788
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Cattzalien Cperations

Duiing 1989, the 10th Aviation Iottalion (Conmbat) continued
to support the grownd foerces of the seven southuern provinces of
the II Curn Taeticel Zone. The fclluving is af necessity o conlensged
presentoticn of the nsjor operatiuns 2nd activities during the year.
The ruoader should replize that nany other rissicons were flown by owx
aireraft, but thesc missions, while tedng o necessary compornant of tic
overall schone of events, éo not by thoemselves constitute o sipnificant
activity.

Boginning the new year with an cirmobile coperaticr, the Elue Stars

EE 4

suiiorted the 28th Ropublic of Korca (XCK) Regiment of the White Horsc

ROX Infentry Divisicen by cirlifting 555 troops, supplise and equipment,

This crerction netted 38 enemy KIL, 1 POW, and 12 capturcd weopons.
Froo the 5-12 of Januory, the largest operctica of the nenth teck slace.
742 troops from the 1st Dattalion, 30th Roginment were inscrted by the
Dluc Stars imtc the mountains nsrthuest of Phan Rang, This acticn
resultcd in 30 enceny KIi and § captured weapens. Fronm 19-26 of January
eloements cf the 29th Regiment worce plceed intc the mountains nerthwest
of Ninh Hoa by thc Dluc Stars. The 474 troops inserted brousht cut 66KIA,
42 veorens, three (3) machinopuns, mincs, and = radic. |

The new year si-rtud off with & bang at Cump Coxyell, hwne of the
155th iviation Compony (asscult Helicopter). In kecping uith the cxpected
Pre-Tet offcensive, C.mp Corycll came under its first hesgtile attack of

the yoar on 2 Janucry 1569, when ten (10) rounds of 82nn mertar fire .

f211 on or ncar the cecapound. Loss thon five (5) hours later, the base
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was undor attack azain with four (4) rounis of D-40 reckots striking

the compound, Ioth atiacks resulisd in negntive casuslties or dorere

to equiphent or gtructures, Twice pmore during thc menth thé 155th caze
under attack. On 6 January, fourtewn (14) 82nm mertar rounds struck the
compound, this time with devostative rosults. Six (6) UH-1lH!s were dzmaged
&s well as one vehicle., The attack of B.Jhnuary was intensifi:d omd

20 rounds struck tho compound. Three (3) structures were damagéd and two
(2) men were weunded, one of whom icd as a result of his wounds.

In Jonuary, the 192nd dvistion Company (Lssault ﬁnli;épter) con-
tinuéd to work through 40 MeCldn. It was 2 fast and furious start vhen
on the 8th, the 3/505 nmoved into FSD Zowert. With azsaults throushcut
the .0, ¢rcrything wont rather well, During the month, many night
nissions wure required. One such pission was completad on the 29th. 4n
enagy foree of onc bettzlion tried to cver run a2 conpound end villese at
Tuy Thenz, 192nd gunships cxpendad cn varisus enary rositicns fren 0330
to 073C hours., The saving of the villape is credited larpely to the
Tiger Sh:rks for their close zir susrert throughcut the nieht.

Stortins 1 Japuory and ending 28 Jaonuary, the 2idst Aviction Company

(Assault Helicorter) had =s their poin rmissicn the suprort of MACY

Peernds School, Baszicclly those missicns involved tie inscrticn of IRRP

Tecns and the provisicn of nceessary logistical suprort. Four (4) cir-
eroft from the 281st were cormitited tc thoe 268th Lviaticn Lattalien at
Fhu Hep te aid in opcraticns in that arca,

The 243rd Aviation Corpany (issault Support Helicepter) gave genercl
suprert to mony units throughout the yecar. The Freight Trains were

all cver scuticrn II Cerps hauling cverything from frosh vegetables and
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food to artillery rounds and vohicular POL.  Whole villages to include
nen, womat, and children and 211 their pigs, rice, and houschold zoods
were displaced to a more liveble envircnnent, The individual units cf
Tack Force South sugsportcd throughout tho yesr included ths 3/503rd
Infantry 173rd Jiirberne Drigade in the Dal::.t/Dao Loe arcu, the 3/506th
Infantry, 10let Adr Covalry Division in the Phon Thiet arsa, and the
23rd ARVN Divisicn. The Whitc Horse ROK Infentry Divisicn reccived air-
cr=ft in the zrea swrrounding C:o Ranh and Einh Hoat Occasion:l support
was given to the ROK units in the neighborhood of P Eiep, :

February found the Dlua Stars continuing their suprort to the ROK's.

_With the 2id of the 4Gth, the 25th Roginent launched aircobile operaticn
IET ML #7. The 605 trocps airliftcd into the Tuy Hoa valley canc out

. with 30 enemy KI:, 4 POW's and 10 wecpens. The 30th ROK Roziment got

into tho act fren 6-15 February. 7Their sirm bile operation, using 525
troors, wos quite successful with £0 onsmy KIL, seven (7) cepturcd
wmachinesuns and nwaerous rounds of armumitien,

During .Februai'y as wcll es other months throughcut thz year, the
G2l Aviaticn Coppany (Assault Helicopter) provided varied aviction swpport
¥ «Inost eroryene and woent just abaut cv»rywham. This multiplicity of
supsorted clemorts inecluded 3/50372 Infantry, 2nd woWE Ronger Croup,
‘3/505th Infantry in Phon Thict, 3Cth RCK Regiment at Sonz Do Thin and
:Scaior Ldvisors of Tuyon Duc (Zxlat) crd Lac Dung (Tzo loc) preovinces.
£1so supported werc DSA II Corps, 18th Engincer PBripcdc, 116th Enginecer
Battalion, D~51 ond D~55 Spgecial Forces, Can Ranh Bay Support Conrand, 71st
and 27th Artillery, 4th Infentry Division, and 191st Ordinsnce Lattalion,
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During the month of February, thc 155th provided most or tac
aviation sunnort fer the Specizl "f"orces s Mike Force operation conducted

P et e - N - L - £
. . - - . .. . . e

cperutions wero movked by heavy cnegy contacts and freauent utilization

of mamships to support the field units. Camp Coryell was rolatively
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the only attoek cf the munth cermenced and terminated after 20-30 rounds
of 82m portar nissed the comrund connletely and hence rosvlitesd in
negntive damoge.

Cpcrations in February cround the Fhan Thiet rogicn got off to a
slou stzrt for the 192né, Housver on 12 February, Outriest Soro came wader
sicge by en estimated two (2) compenies of VC/HVA. The Tigersharks wire
s'cre.-':.blcd and duc to their effcetive fire supi\crt , they were credited
with kelzing turn bock the agressive oncoy attrck. During the early
norning hours cf the 22nd, LZ Cetty cane urder an intensive rortar gitsck,
followsd by an zagpressivwegzround attack, The attaek continued throughont
the night md finclly subsided ot dawn. The 192ud suffered five (5) Wi
as = result of the encounter,

Fetruary brought the completion of a mevie erca for Headquarters

ond Eendquarters Compary in Dorg Da Thin, 4 lerpe Cinemnscopc screen wos

rut into oreraticn for btettler vicwing of the wvider moticsn pictures. 4

Korean tailor shcp has also besn oiened in the compony area to rrovide
the persomnel with nocded military itens such az decorstions, fotigue
caps, rank insigmic, and tailoring,

The Dlue Star arcx ot Hinh Hoz was nzmed fHerthington Compound,®

in honor of WO laurcnec F. Worthington who wes killed in hostile action
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on 11 Jenuary, 1969, In March, the ROK's continued their airmobile
operations with the 26th Regimont conducting one in the Tuy Hoa Valley.

The results wero 28 KIA's and four (4) eapturcd machineguns, During

the poriod 5-26 Morch, the 48th and the 29th RCK Regiment conducteld two
betialion-sized operntions using the 1st and 3rd Battclions. This ccubined
effort naoticd 77 KIi's, 20 weapons and ore (1) radio. The 3Cth Regiment
conductsd 2 regivent-sized cperstion during Morch thot temimtcﬁ in the
ridéle o lpril. In this large orerzticn, the m, 92nd, and 243rd

-

contributzd puch to "its support, -

T

Camp Coryell, home of the 155th, has become well lmown for the
frecuent rocket and morter attacke thot "Chorlie® berkerds it with,
During the month of Merch, the compound was hit with six rocket znd merter
zttacks., 4 total of nine airersit wore damoed ond four casualticos rc;-
sults?, The 1'st attack of the month occured on 25 MMarch and brought
the preunture foreed termdinction of o delightiul comprny party. In this
attzek four (4) man wero wounded by fragnents fron six 12Zm rockets thot
hit the ccmp;:und. These attacks did little to hamper the 155th in their
supzert of TF Woed., In this operation 13 Combtat fAssaults werc launched
for the 5th Specizl Forces, five (5) for the 45th Infontry Regiment,
and four (4) for Dorlac Sceter., Tue gunerzl AC for T7F Wood wis ia the .
Pu Prangz arca.

In Harch, the 192nd corniinued to suuport elsments thruughoui the
Phar Thiat rejion. The jpace w s fast rnd furicus. On the 8th of Mareh,
2 350 troop force 2rom the 251st, 232nd, and 25333 Mike Striks Force was
insurted intc tho AQ Horthwest of FSi Zewert. Witk the rsriztince of a

2.30d hook, the cnlire ogerition wes compleotod in leus thon four (4) hours,
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On the 15th, Comir.l Ags mlts vsre 1ur in the vicinity of éong Mgo., On
the 20th of March, LZ Betty received 14 ounds of 82mm mortar fire with
negative casualﬁies or daﬁage‘to equipment.

The 243rd initiated a polcy of keeping three (3) Freight Trains
RON at Ban Me Thuot to be utilized by the 5th Special Forces and MaCV
in case of an emergency. This rpractice continued into April with the
Aircraft remeining at BMT until having accumulated 25 hcurs of blade
time, at which time they were replaced with fresh crews and sircrzft,
While in BMT, the crews stayed with the 155th Aviation Company (AH) and
received maintenance assistance from them.

During the month of April, the Blue Stars supgorted three major
oporaticns for the Korean Regiments. From 15-24 April, the 28th ROK
Regiment mede =n zirmobile assault in the mountazins northwest of Tuy Hoa.
There were 1170 troops on the initial asscult and thz results were 128
KI4A, 3C mackineguns, and over 2000 rounds of ammo captured. Tk period
of 9-2/ April found the 29th KCX Regiment conducting their operations in
the mountains zouthwest of Duc My. This operation resulted in 66 KIA's
and 26 small caliber wezpons. From 26 March to 4 April, the 30th ROX
Regiment with a forco of 8.2 men made an szirmobile assault into the VC
infested ﬁountains northwcst of Phan Rang Air Force Base. This operation
cost the VC 152 KIA's two (2) FOW's, 59 small caliber wecpons cnd three
(3) machineguns., For recreational purposes, the 48th becrme the first
unit tn the 10th Battalion to h:ve an indoor movie theeter. The recently
completed bullding fectures a secting cameity of 300 people, a st:ge,

and = projection room.
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Conp Coryell came vnder attack twice duriﬂg the month of April. The
first attack on the Othi damoged ten nelicopters and tuo’ (2~) véi*icles.

On the 25th, the enemy fired ten rounds of 82mm mortars into the arza
ond inflieted light damage to fivc company aircrift and one transient
g reraft. Durirng the sccond Lalf of April, the 155th provided odreraft
for 22 Combat Assauvlts for B-23, (SF.), 45 Ragiment, 23rd ARVN Division,
ana varloae Sactor. The 155th also tegan supporting B-50 Speciai Forces
in their operations this month,

On € fpril, tho Polccots :nd Tigersharks of the 192nd inserted
elements of the 3/506th Infantry into Ls Huong Phoung Forest. Their
prinmary mission was to locste a suspected enemy base cemp, On the 12th,
elements of the 3/506tk Infmtry were inserted into four (4) L2's
sicultoneously. The infentry surrounded =nd conducted = search of a
village suspected of being a VC haven. On the evening of the 18th 12
Betty reccived an estimnted 22 rounds of 82mm mortar fire, All rounds
landed outside the perimeter and produced negntive demagze or casualties.

During the momth of April the 281st Avietion Company (2H) supported
"Project Delta” on operation Cass Park at a forward oporational base
in I Corps. Opcrzting from the FCB were the second flizht platoon cnd
the armed platoon. Jpproximately 125 nen were sent forword to the FOB.

Flonders, home of the 92nd iviation Company (AKE), cnd other nong Ba
Thin instzllstions come under attack on 12 Hay. 47 confirmed rounds
wzre reccived endrosulted in five (5) vehicles, four (4) billets, e.nd
two (2) supply rooms recciving light damage. Additionally, two (2)
persons received piner wounds fraom shrapnel.

} May bought about the end of support of T-.sk Forco Wood with 155th ‘
' Stagecoach slicks and Palqon gunships removing the last of TFW's troopa.
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fron the Bu Prang ore: on 18 May. A totsl of 13 combat asssults were
conducted throughout May in sugport of TF Wocd, 2 MSF, B-23 (5th SFG)
and 45th Regiment (23rd ARVN Division). C:xp Coryell came under attack
a total of four times during the month of May. On the 16th, thresc of
these attacks were launchod resulting in light damage to four (4) aireraft
and medorate damnge to one (1) aireraft. One (1,)_;24 uzs seriously
wounded and was medevaced to Tuy Hozc. On the 22nd of Hay, 56 rounds

of 82mm and 60vm mortars, 75mon recoiless rifle, and B—&O rockets werc
reeieved. Four (4) aireraft were damsgnd, the PASE section had five (5)
buildings and nine (9) trucks destroyed, 2and one gua.rd was slightly
wunded. On 23 May, thrze (3) aircrzft supporting B-50 (SF) were hit
by ground fire causing onc to be a total loss along with two (2) crew-

members and t.o (2) possengers.

On 12 Mcy, LZ Betty at Phan Thiet roceived an estimated 12 rounds

‘of 82mr. nortar fire. There wore negative friendly casualties and

only minor damage to the active runway. Two days later on the 1lith,
1Z Betty was agzain under attzek ond received en estinnted 20 rounds of
82mm morter fire resulting in negative don'ge to the installetion and

‘no friendly casualties. The next dsy, the 15th, ten rounds of 60mm

portar md annll ams fire was received., Spooky was on stcotion and wes

" enployed. On thot same day Polecat # 250 crashed into a river in the

" vicinity of Phan Rong airfield resulting in the desth of the iirer-ft

“ Cormander, The other crew members were able to swin to shore. On the
_16th and agcin the 17th 12 Betty came under encamy firc. Spooky cnd

the Tigersharks nade the crea too hot for "Charlie™ to continue the

attack,
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During the menth of M~y, the 28)st Aviation Company (LH) continued
its suppert of "Projsct Delta®™ im ororztion Cags Park, The forward |
operational basz was noved fron Hue/Phu Bia to An Hoa ot the 1st of the
month and operction C..s3 park was initiated, During the relocrtion of
thc F0B, the 2nd flight platoon wos rotated with the 1st flight platoon,
To fulfill the gun commitment in the N¥ha Trang arez, two (2) Tigersharks
from the 192nd werc ploced under the operationnl centrol of tho 281st.

In May, the 28lst iviation Comnuny (fLssault Helicopter) was aw-rded
the Navy Unit Cormendaticn Medal for zetion with Projeet Delta in support
of a conbined erms operctions in the I Corps area. JAdmiral Flanagon,
Deputy Commmder of Naval Forces in RVN, presented the aw-'rd to Mzjor
Iynn, Cormianding Officer of the 28lst. Brigndier General Burdett,
Cormonding Generzl of the lst Aviation Brigade; Colonel Mahore, Commonding
Officer of the 17th Aviation Group (Combat); Colonel Anron, Cetraanding
 Officer of the 5th Special Forces Group (4BN); and Captein Henderson,
Commeriding Officer of the Cam Ranh Navel Jdr Foeility, witnessed the
prescntation,

On 26 My, 1969, the 10th Bottalion was redesignated 10th Aviation
Batizclion (Combat)., A1l units within the battolion received similar
redesignntions thot went into effect at the same tire.

The 155th Aviation Company (“KE) during its 2400 flying hours for
the month of June, supported units in 2 total of 16 zirmobile oper-.tions.
The larcest of these airnohile operations was an insertion of cvor 900
troops south of B.n Me Thout on thc 21st. The 155th aiso provided
two (2) stagecoach slicks and two (2) Falecn gunships in support of dail&

intelligence gathering "Sniffer™ operations., Theso were instrumental in
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obtaining inteiligence ard informsticn concarning the enemy moverents

and build-ups in the surrounding areas. IDuring = night support mis<ionm,
a command cnd contrel aircraft with scveral pesscngers on board ran into
IFR conditicns on approach to lac Thieﬂ eirstrip. The aircrcft crashed

Ante the lake and overturned. No one wos injured, although the cireraft

was conpletely destroyed. In a doring recue, the 155th commander
hevered near the wrecked 2ireraft and allowed the wet survivors to board

the resuce aireraft.

6 June found LZ Batty receiving 6-8 rounds of 107mm rocket fire.

One rownd scorad a direct hit on 2 billet, killing three (3) end wounding

(3) more,

During the month of June, the 28lst Avistion Company (Assault)
continuved its suppcr of "Project Delta™ on operation Cess Park, On 2

June thres (3) Intruders and twe (2) Wolf Pack gunships were comaitted

* to thc 129th iviation Company (Assault Helicopter) at /n Son, Two (2)

| UE-1C gunships from the 192nd fviation Company (£H) remained with the

281lst wntil 13 June when they ware relcosad and returnad to Phon Tailet,
In June Task Force South zdded the 2/1st Armored Cuvalry to the
wnite in the Phan Thict crea. 4 vigorous program to inerease the rezd
security between Phan Thiet and Tuy Piaong required the participation of
most of the flyzble Frecight Train aireraft,
July found the Bluc Stors froem the 48th participating in the
planning and executicn of a combzt operaticn for the 30th Regiment,
9th ROK Diviasion. This cperation invclvaed tho lifting of 891 troops
and their combot eguimment. Completod on the 17th of iugust the results

showed 109 eneny killed and 49 wecpons captured.
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Starting th2 socond half of the yeor off with a bang, the Side-
kick gunshizs Irom the 92nd rvcordod 38 confirmed kills, 13 suspected
kills, and a half dozor{ structurcs deostroyed, The 92nd niaintonance
platoon h::.sA really be:n working since Jemuiry., Gireraft :.vailﬁzbility
never dropped below 76% for tho slicks =nd fell below 7C% only cnco
for the gunshins.

in cneny buildup quite siniler to that which occured just before
the Lattlo of Duc lap in 1968 was evidanced by intelligence reg:orté
reesived from the Due lap - Bu Prang crea. To ircrecse information con-
cerTisng oneryy activites in the areas around Bu Pruné ard Duc Lap, the
1551:11 conductod nurmcrous sniffer missions in those oreas in suprort of
the 23rd ARVN Division and 3-23 (Special Forces). Muck vnluable intelli-
gonce was gathered and rany significant sightings wore rade. July
narked the return of the 155th's support to B-50 operaticns. 4lso 2
cormitoent 4o the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th MSF (Mike Strike Foree) was added
at this tice, With the zdded eneny buildup, the 92nd -nd the 281st
found themselves pressnt core and nore often a2t Ban Me Thout to lend a
helping hand in providing adequats suprort to the greund m;@.ts at Ban
Ma Thuot.

On 2 July, operztion Cass Park II (Project Delta) wes cempleted,

211 the airerzft and eguirment cf the 28ist iviction Compony (4H) re-

turned to Nhe Trang by the 8th of July. Thc stay at houc was short

lived through, for on 28 July, a commitment of eight (8) UE-14's and

© five (5) UB-1C's was initiated for Project Delta (B-52). The place for

* ths Forward Operationnl Base (FOB) wzs again in I Corps. This tire the

281st had the ground suppert cf the Marincs for lcexl security.
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On 12 July 1569, the 281st ZLviation Cozpany (Assavlt Halicopter)
was prescanted the Victnormesc Cross of Galloxtry with Paln by Major
Generzl Quang of the VNSF. The 2ward was given for performance with
préjecf Deltz from June of 1966 to May 1969. Attending tke cerenorny
was Colonel Hahone, Comnanding Officer of the 17th CAG; Colcnel
Rhezul}, Commonding Officer of tle 5th SFG (/BN); -nd LTC Starley,
Commending Ofi‘i_cer of the 10th Avintion Battalion (Corbat).

In sugust, the 30th keginent kicked off an operation in the
ncuntsins near Phan Rang., This was 2 two-ghase ope?:ticn that sav 1400
'trocps airlifted in the rugged mountains by the 48th Aviation Company.

81 encuy KIA's were the result., On the 22nd of jugust, thz 4&th

supzertsd the 3rd Batt-licn, 29th Regiment with a troop insextion in

the corca svrrounding the Scng Cho Velley, sweoeping the cntirc crea, During
the closing days of tko month, 655 troops fron the 30tk Regiment Were air

" lifted iito the same arca to advance tovard and meet their sister
elenert. The 48th provided planning, commmdé and contrcl, daily resupply,
night pedical e;aucation, and fire suﬁport.

On 9 Zugust thz 92nd jwvintien Company (LH) establisked an in-
prescive s~foty record. On that dcte 10,000 hours had besn flown by the
. unit without on accident. By the lust doy of the month, this had grown
inte 161 d=ys and 12,086 hours without an accident.

With Lugust wezther detericrating, the 155th continued to fly a
high number of hours., Therce were nine -<irmcbile cperations conducied
during the month. iw sct=s of siffer nisqi ns were eenductod A~4ldy .,
i~ 2 arctnd Darlac ond QuanZ Due Provinces for R=50 Spedial:-Forces

rparations.
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These miscicns *2re given high pricrities due to the need for ﬁ::thoring
as much intcllizence ze jossible on enemy movemcnis and activitics,

On 8 iugust, Tigershark gunships wers scracbled to support elcments
of ‘/EOéth Infantry who had engaged & squad sized element, The gunchips
cxpended on a bunker =nd goet the joy of suoing o secendary oxplosicn.

On that same doy a ngér Tecm was engaged by a superior NVA force mear
Sopg Mao., Gunshins provided close support as the Polccats made a rope
ladder extroction while under intence hostile fire, The Tigersharks
uere scrambled six other times during the month to support elcments of
TFS whe were in contact. |

"Projeet Delta" on oporction 3-69 kept part of the airersft of the
281st busy until 28 Avsust when Pnaose I ended. On 18 August 1969,
supperd fer Reconde School was indtintod. Adrernft frem the 92nd came
vp te work with the 281st on the first operation.

On faygest 6, the Headguarters arce at Dong Ba Thin came under
portzr attack. There werc severzl people injured, smong then the conpany
cormender for Hcadouarters Comparny.

On 22 /fugust 1969, the 42th inserted the 3rd Battulion, 29th
Reginent os Phase I of n two phuose operntion., Phiuse II cermenced on 10
Oet~bor vith the inserticn cf the 30th Regiment 2th ROK Division rein-
forced with cne battalion. The Regirent cperated in the mountains south-
west of Hha Trang a.zfd the operation known as Deng Bo 9, wzs terninuted
on 19 October. |

On 16 September, the Baittolion Toetieccl Operations Center was
deployed to Ban Mec Thuot to augment the 155th Jviation Cozpany.
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Soptecber 2nd brought o close to the forward tactic:l site that
the 92nd had been opercting a2t Buo Ioe. On that date, the ferward
.elenent rounited a2t Flanders with the renninder of the Conpany. Flanders
Arcy Heliport reciecved a mortar attack on 24 Scptember that resulted in
two (2) aircraft receiving nojor dancge, four (4) ninor damage, and one
(1) Platoon building receiving light shramal damage.

Septenber at Ban Me Thuot was charactsrized by the prezence of a
great number cf aircr:ft from throughout II Corps. In addition to 92nd,
243rd, and 281st aircraft, the 52nd dviation Bzttalicn in Pleiku was clso
sending down helpful aircraft. This was due to the neced for previding
incroased tocticnl cnd logisticel avistion support to units operating
in the Bu Prang - Gia Nghiz « Due lap - triangle. Sonctinmes as nany as

| 55 additionzl adrerzft wero wo:;'king in the BMT arez each doy.
Throughout Sewtember, the 152nd's main mission wos to suppert
Task Force South, Sniffer nissions were conducted olnmost daily, The
% usual coimitment for these missions wes 2 slicks and 2 gunships. Routine

resurrly missions ware daily conducted. Trcticol Escrgencies were common

" throughout thce month and the Tigersharks waro kept busy in response to

the calls for help.

The 281st Aviction Compony (AH) continued to support "Project Deltal
on cperations "3-69% Phase IT vhich began on 8 Sertarber,

\\\K .

In Scptember, the 243rd found they were sending moro and more of -
.their crews across thc mowntzing to the Bon Mo Thuot ares in support
of the 5th Speeial Forces, MiCV, and 17th C.iG., The wecther in the BMT
:orea beeane a serious handicz. Low ceilings arnd heavy rain made re-

‘supply of the fire bascs cround Du Prang difficult cnd at times impossible.
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nti-cirerzft wcapons boecie pure abundant as the NV pressed the
attack fzr Bu Prang, The cret between Due Loy und tiie Cambodian border
became known as the "Volczno" because of the he.vy anti-zirerzft fire.
The Bottalion Forwuard T-cticsl Operztions Center was deployed te
Gie Mchia in Ceicber in conjunction with and in suppert of the 23rd
ARVE Division (IT) in the Quang Duc Province. On 27 October the Forward
was diszlzced back to BMT to augment the 155th aviatica Cespany (4H).
The encmy intentions south of BNT become cle-r as it hecene
cvident thnt the cnemy wes on the mcve. Iarge sized units moved zeross
the Combodia berder into positions South of Duc Lap. On 25 Octeber,
the enemy began his ofiensivc. The 5/22nd irtillery, in reparaticn
for the offensive, built six firc bases in the Duc Lop ~ Bu Prang ~ Gia
j1ghda Trizcngle. They were fire support bases Dory, Helen, Susan, /nnie,
.Xate, ond Morthza, Units of the 10th Bzatialion, aided by the 52nd,
were reszonsible for inserting, exchanging, :.ixd supporting the troops
cf these new fire bases. On 25 October, when the eniry began the
offensive, Helen come under attack by o mudti-batialion sized unit. By
the 29th of October, the pressurc hod become so grewt on Helen that it
was exiractcd in totzl. During the cxtracticn a large size encmy force
f a2gain attacked Helen inflicting heavy casunlties. The extraction was
'completed on the 29th and thot aftcrnoen 2 rezimcntal sized erery clenent
moved into Helen end claimed it as theirs., On the 30th, Morthz wos
reclocated te Due Iap by cirercoft fron the 10th & 52nd Battalions under
heavy mortar firec, The new bascinto which the troops moved was Hike
Snith, 2 ncv FSB in Duc Lop, Kate then beesre the major tarpet of the

eneny. Encoy enti-gaireraft positions were active all around the fire
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base and on the 30th Kate came under sustained enemy greund attack by et
lenst 500 NVA. Two Joker munships from the 48th were diverted to Kate.

One Jrker wns shot dowm, erashed, and wes destroyed with no survivors.

During that same day, three additional gunshinrs and ene CH-47 werc hit

by enemy fire in the vicinity of Kate,

WYhile the major battalion cormitment wns in the BMT ares, the 192nd
continued with its support of TFS. On 3 October, two slicks and two
gunships conducted e combat aésault extractien for "C" Cempany, 75th
Rangers. Other combat =ssaults were conducted for 2/1st Cavalry, 1/50th
Mechanized Infantry, and again for "C" Company, 75th Rangers.

On 2 Octobcr Phase IT (Trojan Horse II) of Project Delte on cperetion
13-69" terminated and Phase III started on October 1lth, Bcth operaticms
vere conducted in the vieinity of Mai Loc =nd ocut of the sccurity of
Quong Tri. The MACV Recondo School begen its training on 16 October with
the Intruders ns the eviation support. During the four (4) dar ficld
opercztion there were five (5) emergency extracticns, twe of which were
eccerplished ~t night,

On the 14th of Nnvermber, the base nt Dong Ba Thin came under morte:.:'
attack, In all, seven sircraft were demaged by the enemy. On the 25th,
the 92nd opened a forwnrd bnse at BMT composed of six slicks and two
gunships. The aircraft &t this forvard bese flew in the Bu Prang ~nd
Due Lap arzz for abeut one month and returned to DBT just zfter Christmas.

Returning to the BMT arcc on the first of Noverber, Kate wes in'
desperate need of food nné momunition. An emergency night resunnly
into Kate wns made by five slicks and four gunships from the 155th, "On
1 November, Kate begon receiving continuious artillery fire from Can’éodia;
In zddition, the emery was conducting massive ground and portar attacks.
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On the aftsrnnon of tho first, after all of Kate'!s suns were donaged aer
desiroyed by encry artillery the FSC was declared no longer ezsable of
operation and plans were initiatcd to cvacuate Kote. On the night

of the 1st the troops of Kate werc successfully extrzcted, Irmed-
iztely, the zirer-ft at BMT extrasted fanjec ond Suscn under continuous
fire. The nain offensive now shifted to Duc'Ie.p where Mike Smith

began rc-cciving-lzm rockets. lLate in the morning of the 6th, friendly
urits sct up a perimeter on the rim of the voleano overlocking Bon Sar
Pa, south of Duc lap. The activity et the volec:no built up intil air-
eraft performing resupply to the troops on the rim w.uld zlwasy raceive
grownd fire, cijhhor enroute tc or from the voleano itself, and somctirces
frez within the centcr of the ‘volcam.\

During the first half of November, the Intruders from the 281st
continued to provide support to "Projcct Delta" cn operztion 3-69, Phase
' 1II, This operation terminated on 11 November. On the evening of 4
. November, e UH-1H from the 28lst was repcrted overdue while on a2 flight
- fron BMT to ¥ha Jrang and prosumed down in the vineinity of Duc My Pass.
" On th:t scme day, cireraft mmber 68-15057 frem the 192nd was 2lso reoe-

" ported piszing someuhera.betueen Ninh Hoa and Ban Me Thuot. The air-

" eraft hzd beer on an administrative flight and contact wrs lost ~fter

it deported the 4Bth fvistion Cenmpany, 2n aerial se-rch was initicted
at first light using as mony as six aircraft per cday from the 48th, 92nd,
281st, =nd 183rd jviztion conpanios, This scarch lasted until 9 November
with no trace of either airer~ft or the crews. With 211 clements of

the 281st rejoined on 16 November, the compeny aviation capcbilities
were directed in su;rert of the Bu Prang - Duc Lep area defense,
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The 155th wzes again tasied to rrevide major support for B-50
opert ions in Docember. The compary's normal commitment for this
opcration was four (4) slicks, except from 8-11 December when the company
wzs tasked for a total of cight (8) slicks and four (4) sumns. From 15
- Docember through the 19th, a special nission requiring two additional
elicks was also provided for B-50 operztions.
Beginning 10 December, the 281st supported Projuet Delta -(Operation
Yellow Ribbon) =nd conducted cperctions out of the FOB at Kertun witil
31 December, 1969.
| , The latter pert of the month wne devetod to less wor oriented pur~
- suits with everyenc looking forward to Chrisimas nackages from hone and
e few doys paYawation. |
The V=gabonds hod done a tremendous job by the end of the yeor as

the following statistics conpiled during 1949 will attest.

HOURS FLOWN 141,045
SORTIES FLOWH. 417,26

TROOPS C/PRIED- 626,558
TONS OF CLRGO HAULED- 52,233




(o2r'D :¥I'TIOF (/SSAULT FELTICCPTER) COFT.)

Brorze Stexr

=7 Scrviees and fLehievement 21

Aoy Tomeondstion Medal fer Ssrvicc and Lehicvement 31

Trxple Bonobe 11

Sit Heviw for Valor 7

Laz Yg3:3s 1087

15558 ¥ITICH COMPINY (LSSAULT HELICOITER)

BUKTS, Gregory - 566-74-1930 20 Scp 69 SP. DFC
CONNINGE!M, James R. 560-68-8460 30 Oct &% CPT DrC
DONCV LY, Kenneth 373-50-2976 31 Oct 60 wol DFC
DAYIS, Dale L. 262-88-1712 26 iug 59 WOl oeC
DICKE:SSOr, Thomas L. 216~52-7030 29 Oct 69 Cw2 DFC
n n f fn 26 .*mg 69 n o DFC
EIRI-RDS, Floyd 053-27-0490 25 Feb 69 CrT DFC
FE'RSON, Robert XK. 526~74-2173 2/ Sep 69 crT DFC
G.RDYER, Robert 053-43-8170 27 Sep 69 1T DFC
CGREEF, Jerome 331-40-9298 20 Sep 49 SP. DFC
GRGUIUICE, Joseph 176-4C-6267 20 Sep 69 CT4 Dre
GHALTFEL, Deniel W, 282-84-~6388 27 lug 69 wol DFC
HINELSOF, Joe F. 257-€8-9534 30 Hay 69 crr DFC
n ' " " " 26 Lug 69 CcrT DFC
BERERUCK, Stephcn 280-42-27,7 31 Oct 6° V0l DFC
LEEF, Josreh P. 509-56-3624 11 Ser 69 w01 DF
LEWIS, Darrell E. 505-64-0346 25 Lpr 49 vol DFC
MARTTH, Harry J. 550-65-0008 29 Kov €9 yol neC
McGIWIITY 4Allan 157-38-1263 1/ Jul 69 wel DFC
MESSINGTR, Orrin C, 030-000101 27 ‘fuz A9 Wol D¥C
PLUMER, E2rnest - 357-40-6061 4 Yov €5 TFC ss
RAFDLES, Willien V, 515~-50-5253 9 Jul £5 SF5 Bsmrn
POLLACK, David H, 485-52-46L0 29 Aug 69 1T DFC
RICEURDSON, William 564-68-044% 27 Jan 69 W01 RgIYH
RUBLY, John - 379-44-0922 31 Oct €9 WOl DFC
RUTLEDGE, David L4 3-40-7257 26 Jan 59 CcPT DFC
SCHEREKENGOST, David 4, 206-34-3101 29 Oct 69 11T nNFC
S{ITE, Gerald A. 400-52-.035, 15 Oct 4% w0l DFC
ST. PIEXTE, Itonald E. 004-42-1991 27 Jan 65 S5G BSnyn
THILESEM, Cnrl R. 101-40-6017 9 Jul 69 Sré BSUn
TIERNEY, Michsel 344-38-5609 31 Cct 69 wel DFC
WITERS, Eirem C,. 417-64-5032 28 Mar &9 Wol DFC
fn f n . n 27 Aug 69 nn " on
n n n n 18 Sep 69 nn non
WORTHINGTCN, Larenco D. 545-50-8508 15 Mer 69 yiol DFC
WY.TT, David 488-50~-9296 20 Sep 69 SP4 DFC
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(155TH AVIATION CQMPNY (ASSAULT FELICOTTER) CCHT.)

Bronze St for Scrvice and Ackicveromt L3
Zrmy Conondation Med-~l for Valor 2

IR e

Army Comendation Medal for Service andi *chievement 19

Purple Heorts 17

Mr Mednls for V-~lor 32

192D AVIATION COMPANY (ASSAULT HELICOPTER)

I¥DTEVS, Eddie R, . - 442-66-4052 29 Hov £9 Wel ve/G
BROMWELL, Steven R. 270-44-2509 1 Jul &9 wo1 vC/G
" i " " n 11 ftn DFC
BURKLAGE, Allen 500-48-1420 11 Fcb 69 WOl BSHyn
" n " " 29 Hov &9 non ve/c
CAEELL, Thenas 441-42-3993 15 Jul 69 cre DFC
CUSTE:., Terry i. 176-36-4407 5 tug 69 W01 DFC
DIVILY., ¥muel G. 453-78-0034 1 Jul 69 o1 DFC
EILIOFT, Ray P. 010-26-7273 15 Jul &9 KAT 10K
" 1" n u g Jm 69 " on ss
FCX, Froncis M, 148-38-3728 8 Jul 69 11T LTC
GIT SC¥, Daniel L. 487-48-2085 3 Mar 69 WOl DFC
n n " 1 Jul 69 un DFC
n u " " 26 Fov 69 u n vc/G
EARIIS, Robert 519-~48-1690 5 Lug 69 SF., NFC
B!NCOCK, Den H. 237-54-8292 8 Jul &9 W01 LFC
HINTOM, Lobert 475-56-5691 1 Jul & BFZ BSUYH
KCEWING, Darell R. 522-54=45C5 1 Jul 69 ol DrC
M'FN, Gregory 138-40-2930 10 Jun 6% o1 DFC
MILLER, Bobic V. 312-40-4758 27 Jul 69 ol DFC
FiF/Y, Richard 1/1-42-5355 27 Jul 6% ST nre
PCLIMAFY, Gory 2. L22-42-2726 1 Jul 6% cW2 DFC
SHEST'RN, George G.IT  258-66-0895 % May 69 ST, M
TEIM'¥, Theodore 564~T74~8457 11 Lpr &9 wel DFC
VHITE, Thomas 531-38-2083 3 M~r 69 A, Bgmyn
" n 1 " 15 HE.I‘ 69 nn DFC
n n i t 4 Jul 69 it u &g

n n " " 29 Nov 49 "o ve/G
Brenzo Star for Service and aAchievenent 27

Army Comendation Kedal fer Valor 1

Army Comendation Medsl for Service ~nd chievement 76

Purple Hearts 15
idr Medsls for Velor 21°
Air Medals 1419
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In every war, there are those who are called upon to meke the Supreme

Sacrifice for their country in its quests for Freedom.

To those ine
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dividuals of the 10th Aviation Battalion (Combat) who died in the line

of duty, we devote our most sincere and reverent homage.

is a list of these individuals end the dates of their demi.se.
SERVICE NUMBER DATE OF Ac';'x‘on

NAME

WOl Ronald S. McCrary

SP/ Richard C. See

WOl Lewrence D. Worthington
SP, Xenneth J. Lewis

SP, Patrick J, Ronan

W01 Terry L. Crawford

SP, Vizyne E. Russell

W01 Theodore V. Thomsn
WOl David R, Crow IV

WOl Robert W. Stacy

SP5 Armendo Ramiresz

PFC Santiago'V.E. Quintrna
SSG Victor B, Sutton

SPZ Francis L. Thompson
SP5 Melvin E. thite

SP4 HMichael J. Evans

PVT Timothy J. Caralan
C¥2 Richard M, Arran

UNIT
155
155
48
192
281
155
192
192
48
192
155
155
281
192

© 192

192
281
HHC

£426-98-1036
065-36-6789
54,5-50-8598
434-76-8907
174-42-7538
543-60-5027
150-38-7859
564-74-8457
£426-86-8591
186-36-7726
526-68-318/,
585--/2-2820
244-62-"T443
005-34-1531
24,9-84-5545
547-82-5663
336-40-6532
22/-50-0996

49

3 January,’ 1969
8 Jamuery, 1969
11 Janvery, 1969
16 February, 1969
18 February, 1969
25 February, 1969

31 March, 1569
3 April, 1969
9 April, 1969

15 May, 1969

23 May, 1969

23 May, 1969
6 June, 1969
& June, 1969
6 June, 1969
6 June, 1969

1€ June, 1969

2, June, 1969

The following



NAME

SP, Clyde L. Fclliday
CPT Thomas E, Campbell
WOL John F. Wright .
SP5 Chubby D. Lowery

FFC Ezequiel Torves, Jr. -

CW2 Yolan B. Black

CW2 ¥aury W. Hearnc

- 8P5 Clyde L, Canada

SP5 Douglas H. lott, Jr.
SP, William C, Keeler
SP5 Ronald F. Keener

WOl J‘J.zin E, McGinnity
WOl Terry Lanier Alford
W0l Jim Ray Cevender
SP/ Richard G, Bauer
SP, Rick E, Maderis

Sr4 James R. Klimo

SP4 John A, Pzyne

&4 John 4. Vare .
CPT Alfonso Roque Castrga
WOl John S, /nderson -
SP, Mlan G. Kennedy
SF4 Mnrion L. Roach

155
192
192

- 192
152

4LE
48

48
HEC

243

MISSING

155
281
201
155
155
281
155
261
152
192
192

SERVICE NUMBER

522-82~3301
441-42-3993
523-62-7033
489-48-1429
452-84-3559
341-34-8256
553-70-8923
566-76-1209
256-70-2896
117-40-4533
549625302
IN ACTION
157-38-1263
486-78-5148
556-72-0707
574-24-2576
380-46~3912
365-56-3967
LA7-44-4591
543-52-2832
558-58-0301
475-58-1521
556~74~4738
573-72-4757
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DATE OF /CTION
26 July, 1969

28 October,
28 October,
2€ Octobsr,
28 October,
30 Octcber,
30 Octobef,
30 October,
30 Octcber,
1 December,

10 Deccmber,

3 January,

Z Novcmbsr?
FA Novez:&.ber?
4 Yovember,
4 Yovezber,
4 Noverber,
4 November,
4 Novenber,
5 Fovenber,
5 Yovenber,
5 Povenber,

5 Novcmber,

1969
1969
1965
1969
1559
1969
1969
1069
1269
1949

1569
1969
1965
1969
1569
1069
1969
1069
1969
1659
1059
1569





