UNIT HISTORY 1 JAN 1970 31 DEC 1970

- During the pest year the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion has flowmn
133,702 h;rars and carried over 44,595 tons of cargo and 566,908 passengers.
The battelion set a new USARV flight safety record of 161 days without an
airerzft a.:ideat, 'an_d ‘has recorded an excellent aircraeft availability
rate ¢f oz 84%. The bettaliom hes restructured and modernized ocutdated
SOP's and =3 ixtroduced major innovations in the safety program such as
the estebl-.cinint of 2 battalion level accident investigation and preven-
tion schoeil.

The of. .2.:: and soldiers of the battalion have provided aviatim
support I-x .2 regimental or larger sized oombat assaults, including the
divisicne™ a-szult Operation Do Kae Bi 19, Tacticel operztiom procedures
have brezr revissd end improved to meke combet missions less hezerdous and
more effective. Furthermore, the battalion has supported extended combat
operaticas of Koreen and Vietnamese troops with ocutstanding effectiveness.

The Battalicn has operated smoothly despite severel orgenizetiomel
changes. Two campenies have made major moves end two have inactivated.

In addition, the Battalion has acquired two compenies during the past year.
Despite these potentially disruptive changes, the Battalien has, through
thoughtful plenning and foresight, kept running coheaively and at peak
efficiency.

10th Battalion helicopters have pro:vided security for the Vietnamese
villzges in the II Carp ares end heve flown numerous rescue &and mercy mis-
sions, The Battalion Medcap Program is one of the finest in the Republic
of Vietnem, Over the past year, the 130th iedical Detachment has treated
over 5,489 Vietnamese patients. The Tenth Battalion has also provided
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technical as=istence to the Vietnamese in the building end mrintenance of
verious structures and bridges and has physically reloceted several Mont-

agnards villages to more secure areas.
These outstanding achievements are a tribute to the team wark and

‘wholeheerted supzort which 2ll the Vagabonds have cantributed towards the

eccamplishment of our mission. ‘



10TH CO4BAT AVIATION BATTALION

COHANDERS
LTC SAMUEL W. PATELIOS 1 January 1970 - 15 June 1970
LTC JACK A. WAIKER 15 June 1970 - 31 December 1970
MISSION

The mission of the 10th Combet Aviation Battalion is to provide aviation
support as directed by the Commanding Officer, 17th Cambat Aviation
Group in support of airmobile operations designed to seerch out and
destroy the insurgent enemy and to extend Government of Vietnam (GVN)
control of the populatien; to provide generzl support avietion zs
directed by Commanding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation Group to First
Field Farce, Vietnem (IFFV), Deputy Senior Adviscr (DSA) Military Regian
2, 5th Special Forces Group (SFG); to provide comand end centrol

of assigned and attached units as directed by Commanding Officer, 17th
Cambat Avietion Group.



UNIT COMMANDERS

EEADNUARTERS AFD FEEADQUARTERS COMPAMY
CAPTATIF KARL W, MARROTT 1 January 1970 - 26 January 1970
C/PTLATY ¥. R, STRINGHM 26 January 1970 - 1 June 1970
MAJOR Ji}ES F. ROBERTS, JR. 1 June 1970 - 5 December 1970

CAPTLIN DLVID J. REDDEL 5 December 1970 - 31 December 1970

48TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY
C.PTATH M/A'TEL J. SILVA 1 Januvary 1970 - 8 February 1970
8 February 1970 - 7 ‘tugust 1970

7 August 1970 - 16 October 1970

MAJOR DOTGL.S R. TERRELL
MLJCR PHILIP E. COURTS

MAJOR WILILIS R. BWMTING 16 October 1970 - 31 December 1970

92FD 4SSLULT FEIICOPTER COMPAMY
MAJOR CI'RLES W. QUATTLEBLTM 1 January 1970 - 3 March 1970
MAJOR BOSEY C. MOORZ 3 March 1970 - 20 August 1970

MAJCR RODNEY D. LESTER 20 August 1970 - 31 December 1970

155TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY
MAJOR GERALD H. LUISI 1 January 1970 - 15 June 1970
15 June 1970 - 17 December 1970

17 December 1970 -~ 31 December 1970

MLSC ROWLD G, STEELE
Cr1 22" CH/RIES E. MARKIAM

183RD RECONNAISSAVMCE LITNPLAME COMPAMY
MlJ o 173 L. MAVIEY 1 January 1970 - 12 June 1970

MLICR LIVIK L. SCIOMON 12 June 1970 ~ 31 December 1970
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BATTALION OPERATICNS 1970

During 1970, the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion provided cantinucus

aviation suprort to the Army of tie Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) and the

Lo X

Free World Allied Forces (FWAF) in iilitary Regien 2 (MR 2). This summary

of the najor operatioms and activities during the year is,:of necessity, a

cancise and condeﬁéed- presentation. While providing aircraft for many
missions which do not constitute a significant ectivity, these miséions
were an integral part of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalim's mission in
the Republic of Vietnam.

JANUARY

Major aviation support for January was provided to the White Horse
ROK Infentry Division, 23rd ARVN Division, Deputy Senior Advisor for
Military Region 2 (DSA .R2) and 4th Infantry Divisionm.

The 48th Asseult Helicopter Company, coptinuing to provide support
to the White Horse RCK Infantry Division (WHRID), airlifted 1300 troops
of the 30th Regiment into the Dong Bo dountains north of Deng Ba Thin
on the 12th. When the operation concluded on the 28th over 4500 troops
had been inserted with the following resuits reported by G-2, WHRID:
Seven (7) enexy KIA'S, seventy-two (72) POW's and ninse (9) captured
weapons, On the 23rd, the 48ih reinforced provid;ai aviation assets for
an airaobile assault for the 29th RK Hegiuent for an operation in the
mountains north of Ninh Hoa. This action resulted in thirty (30) enemy
KIA's and fifteen (15) weapens captured. Thirteen (13) enemy KIA's and
nine (9) weapons captured were the results of an operation conducted on
the 28th by the. 28th R(K Regiment which were airlifted by the Blue Stars

reinforced into an are2 aeorth of Tuy Hoa.
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The 92nd Assault Felicopter Company loceted 2t Dong Ba Thin provided
support to a variety of mits in all of the seven southern provinces of
Filitary Region 2, Suonort was prova:.de'd to the 23rd ARV Division, Deputy
Senior Advisor for iiilitery Fegion 2, 5th Special Forcez} Group, 29th and
30th Regiments of the White Horse ROK Infantry Division, 18th Engineer
Prigade, 4th Infantry Division, and Cem Renh Bey Support Commend.

Crmp Coryell, home of the 155th Assault Peliconter Compamy,‘ cane
inder attack on 6 Januery vhen five (5) rounds of 82mm mortars impacted
within the compound resulting in no casuzltizs end ohe zircraft slightly
dameged. Priority of support was to the 4th Infantry Division in Pleiku

Province., In support of the 4th Infentry Division, the 155th flew twenty

- {20) combat assaults wich resulted in the zirlifting of 1984 troops and

11 tons of cargo.

The 192nd Asszult Helicoptar Compenv, located zt Phan Thiet, con-
duc*ed eirmctile operations in support of Tesk Force South. fombrt
assaults vere flowm for "C" Company, 75t: Rongers; 1/50th Yechonized
Infantry; and 2/1st Armored Cevelry resulting in six (%) enemy Lkills by
eir (KBA's) credit-d to the gunshins (Tig-rsharks). Throughout the
month, sniffer, psyops and iasupply missions were also flowm for Tosk
Force South.

The 243rd Assault Suromr" Helicopter Compeny brought improvements
in tbe perimeter and s2swric, in the base camp at DBT. l*’ew_ concerting
wire, two personnel bimkers. ireplacemen® of 21l irip flares, and two
starlight scopzs en“enczd %2 se ty of the unit. F--*2ht Tr-in

eircraft worked throur™- . i~ seven southern nrovinces of M litery

Rrdon 2 with on~ =iz v tsing stationed nt Ban !z Thuot and one
at Phan Thiet .. 77~ :e o provide beiter support to the units in those
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.with one airsraft being statiored et Ban e Thudit ofid .ome-ot Phon Thiet
._in efTorts to nrovide bztter support to the units in those areas.
The 2™1st isszrlit Falicoprer Cemmany nrovided support for mnits in cen~
tral Yilitery leglon 2, Turing the month aircraft were furnished for a div-
ision combet ess2ult and for_ regiment-1l combat essaults for the White Horse
ROT Iafentry Tivision, Avi-tion aseets of the 2818t continued swoporting
the MACV Tecondo Scheol,
The 10th Tombet Aviztion Rat®elion In its contimning mvprort of Ml
itsry Tegior 2 compiled the following st-tisties for Jenuery: 11,679 hours

“lown, 29,27, sorties, 59,275 troons sirlifted and 4157 tons of cargo heuwled,

‘ Sunmort of the s ven southern ~rovinces of litery 2egion 2 by the 10ih
Combet Aviztion Pattalicn was continued in Febru:ry. Though not taslked with
22ily support of the northern o=rt of Military Regica 2, battalion sirezzft

“2w in sepport of the 4th Infantry Division in Fleilm: "rovince, Canitol RXK
“afantry Tivision at An Son, end the Support Command at "wi Yhon.
The 4%h Assault Helicopter Jompany, whose --imary mfssion is aviation
sup-ort for the “'hite Horse RTX Infentry Divisii:, provided aircraft to
the 257t% Comb-t ‘vistion Bettzlion on the 12th in execution of =n =irmob-
ile omer-tion for the 0-=i*ol TQ7 Infentry Mivision (C°ID) =t An Sen. Op
. the 20th, t™2 47th =irlified 500 troops of the 30th Regiment, "HID into ten
(10) 1anding zones (L2's) west of Fh-'m Nanm, "his omeration yielded six-
teen(15) enemv XIA's »nd eleven (11) small »rms ca~trred,
‘ “he 92nd A‘JC con“in-ed its gezer=l sup~ort missior of '4litary Region 2
°wi*h prior‘ ‘Ly "oi’lg to -the 23rd ARVN DNivision. “'ith the 23rd ARWN Division
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. frecuently changing its area of omerztion, the 9274 was often called upon
.. to nrovide aireraft for :lcrge “roon moves. During the nonth the Sidekicks,
~ *he $2nd AHC fon Tlatocn, reccerded fifty (50) confirmed enemy BA's, twenty-
five (25) suspected eze~y ¥2A's znd one (1) str-cture destroyed.

The 155th ‘Asszul* Helicopter Compeny condtcted ten(10) comb:t »ssaults
iz soport of the 23rd"?ﬁ? Tivision end Tet-chments B-23 =nd B-50, 5th SFC
o~er~%*ions, “he 155th custzined two mortar attacks ¢wring the month.A n
the ©*h the Frse Cemp raceived six (4) mort-r rounds ci-sing d-mage to one
strueture and -g=in on the 2°*h, six (%) mort:r rounds imoccted in the com—
meny -Tea with negrtive dom:ges.

Febru-ry+ proved to be a busy month for the 15°nd ANC Polecats 2s’ they

- continued wroviding s»p ort for Te«sk Force Scuth., Four Tonmbat Assaults were
flown for Tzsk Force South and-one c~mbat zsszuli for the 44th Regiment, 23rd
. ABVE Tivision. Tigershzrks were credited with 14 ereny X34's during the '
—onth, The 1622é@ guns were also lavnched ~t vorious times to provide ccver
:r medevze eircraft,

The 243r7 ASHC comnletad four nersoanel brnkers @vring Februery -nd
also received nev ririrg for the »Herimeter lig™ i.z s em as they ccntinued
their effért to imprové the ne-imeher of the ¢ -suny erea., Sup~ort wzs cone-
tinued for "esk “orce South i- “he Ph-n "hiet ir-a and The 25th Ingineer
Croup -rd 5th Speci»l Forces ~roup in the B-n Iz T~at -rez. e followin
units &lso received aviation support from the 24+ 47 7: TIFFV Lriillery,
VHRID, ©7ID, 23rd “TVE Tdvision, !'7'0V, 22nd ARV Ditision znd TS* MR2,
Freight "rein 2ircr-ft were c:1led unon to recover six (6) Gowned circreft

cduring +he month.
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The 281st AHC (Intruders) was placed opcon to the 268th CLB, While

working for the 268th CiB, Intruder airzraft flew in suppert of Jui Nhon

- Support Commznd end MACV, On the 2nd, the 281st ccmpleted support for e

class of the 1.0V Recondo School znd provided support for enother class
froz 17 through 25 Februsry., Ter sniffer missions were Ai‘lown for the
Installetion Defense Commond (IDC) at Nha Treng with freruent enemy contact
encountered in the mountains west of Nha Trang,

Vagebond eircraft ir supporting urats in Militcry Region 2 during
the vonth compiled the following statistics: 10,485 hours flownm,
27,515 sorties, 55,336 troops tranmsported, and 4154 tons of czrgo heuled.

MARCH |

Priority of stpport for the batialion zireraft asgain went to the
Wkite Horse RCK Infantry Division. The 10th Combat Avistion Bz *‘:.al;lon
conducted a division operaticn on 1 rarch with airer.ft from the 4Sth,
g2r2 =nd 281st AHC's and 243rd LSEC inseriing the While Herse ROK Infauiry
Division into thirty~two (32) LZ's zprroximctely 50 kilometers iest of
Don¢ Ba Thin, Vegabond aircraft inserted 5,875 troops and 75 CH-47 loads
eround the locztion of a suspected VC Base Cemp. The 4Bth AHC lost one
cirer:ft during the combat assenlt while moking an corroach to o pinmerle,
The Blue Stars feit e person.l loss in this ercsh when th2 pilot suffered
fetzl injuries, The operation lasted for two weelks wiill: necessary logiste
icel support being provided by Vogabond cirereft. XRepoi.s from 'hhe G-2,
WHERID listed 129 enemy KiA's, 52 FOW!s ond 4D wespons captured. Retalistion
by the »emy forces resulted in Dong Bz Thin receiwriﬁg a simultaneous

mortor sapper attock on the 7th. The attach which Teswlted in one UH-1H
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end ono UH-1C destroyed, one UB-1H demeged, and one gu'rd tower camnged
plus four U.S. personnel YI. consisted of threo hond grernedes, two B-40
rockets, 2a¢ twenty 82rm mortors.

While enery sctivity wes ot a high point in the Dong Bo Thin arez,
the 155th AHC in Bon Ke Thuot wes reletively free of enemy attzcks, Mejor
svpport was cortinued for thc- 4th Infantry Division and other wits in
Fluiku Frovince. In flying 17th combet esscults éuring the ponth, Stagecosch
aireraft zlso supported the 23rd LRVN Division anéd Detochments B-23 ond
B-50, 5th SFG operaticns,

The 192nd ccntimued to support elements throughout the Phan Thiet region.
The month started off with o combot essault for 1/50th kzchanizcd Infentry,
The 192nd contimied to suppert Task Force South ond on the 17th, while con-
ducting a combct asscult for the 1/50th, hed & UH=-1H shot down by ezemy
grouwad fire, This action resulted in the door mer being wouncdzé. The
aircreft was recevered by the 243rd ASHC., On the 25th, "C" Cecipony, 75th
Re-gers nofe contact with the enemy and gave a call to the 162xd LEC for
support., With guns elways o stand-by for tactical emcrgencies, Tigershark,
guns were liunched irmedictely to provicde support. The guns expendeld ond
vere credited with threes KBL's, Tuc Polecats closed the month flying three
conbat assr.ult;in ons 3cy, ALireraft were provided tc the 1/50th Mechznized
Infantry for two conbat esscults and one for Birnh Thunn sector,

The White Horse ROK Infantry Division commenoced & two vzk opecration on
the 1lst and the 281st wes given the reosponsibility of susperiing the 29th
Regiment for the insertion ahd resﬁpply. Ia support of the 23rd LRVN Division ,
the Intruders flew eight regimentzl cozbot asssults throughout thz month

cs well os combet asscults for Mike Strike Compury, Stin SFG,
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On the 15th, & new class of the MACV Recondo School commenced with the
281st providing cir support until the cless ended on 16 lMarch,

The 1Cth C.B's zircreft were tasked more in M-rch than in the pre-
vious tvo rmeaths pfovj.«i'.ing suprort to units in Militzry Region 2, The
Battalion'!s zircroft compiled the followipg statistics for the month:
13,888 hours flo*.m,VBe'?,Béﬁ sorties, 68,85, troops tronsported, and 4465
tons of ccrgo houled. .

APRTL

The 10th CAB continued in general support of 211 FWAF in southern -
¥4litoxy Region 2, Major operations during the month were conducted by
the 4th Infontry Division in Pleiku Proﬁnce and the White Herse ROXK Infantry
Division vicinity of Tuy Hoa. Aviation assets were provided by four
canpenies to the 4th Infantry Division os eneny cetivity, increased in that
cree.

The White Horse ROX Infantry Divisicn wzs inserted by Vegebond cir-
ereft inte en area west of Tuy Hea on the 28th, The /8th AHC and the
243rd LSKHC continued to provide support for WiRID unt:l completion of
the operation in May, The operation proved to be gquits successful as the
finzl results were 275 cnemy Kih‘s, 3 POW's and 188 wecpons capiured,

Efforts coztinued in the improvement of the defencive perineter by
the w:its loccted at Dong Bz Thin as new perimeter wiv=z. new clzynore
mines, cnd new guird towers vere inctalled during Apr.l. . . the lst, Cemp

-y

Coryell wos hit by mortors resulting in domcge to threr TI-T's ond five
UH-1H's belonging to 155th, LZ Betty, home of the 1¢%.:. come under attack
on the 4th as five 60mm porters impacted withi= the z:.o~md, The 192nd

had negative dorrges or cesuclties as o result si the -tizcl . Enemy
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activity rercined at 2 high level when on the 6th the niliﬁéry instzllztion
at Fhe T:ang received eight 107mn rocizets. The 28lst AHC had negztive
d;ﬁnge or casurlties. Or the 8th the enemy hit Dong Ba Thin compound with
25 mortar row:de aad one 122mm rocket dencging one building in HHC and
wounding three, The $2nd LHC mess hzll wes destroyed in the szme atteck.
The citocks were wide-sprecd as the 48th AHC received two rounds of mortar
fire on the 10th with negetive damage =nd casualtics. Agein on the 11th
Dong Ea Thin received four rockets of u-known size with negstive dancge.

The 10th CiB aircraft continued to support units from the southern
<o tiae acrtheran boundery of kilitery Region 2 and from the coasticl crezs
%ec the rlctecu area next to the Cembodian znd Leotisn borders,’ nSoldiers
_of ths Sky" couztinued to coppilc inpressive stctistics during April with
+he following recorded: 13,321 howrs flowm, 5,4S5 sorties, 58,500 ircops
pirlifted, cnd 4092 tons of cargo houled, '

M&Y

Moy wos destined to be one of the busiest months of the year for the
10th Combhat Aviztion Battelion, Increaswd susport was required in the
Pleiku-Kontun-Dzk Secng crez ~s the Cembodien operztion began on the 1lst.
Suprert wos continued for the units in southern Militaory Regien 2, but the
pricrity of support went to units fighting in Cambodiz,

Operction Binh Tay I lasted fiom the 4th to the 17th. The 10th CiB's
nost significont contrituiion to thiz effart was made by the 281st LKHC
which moved cll of its operationcl cssets to Fleiku, The 281st J3C
svffercd personnel losses in this operaticn as five feotnlities were sustained

plus two aircercft destroyed during a rocket ettack, On the 20th the



. 10th CLB's opcration contimued in Cambodic :rdth tho first phnse of oper-
ction Birh Tcy III telking plece west of Duc Lep, The 10th C:B provided
ell ;:>:t‘ the cviztion assets for this oncr-tion with ths lorgest muwber of
cireraft being supplied by the 155th LHC. Elements of the 23rd JLRW
Division were airlified into the zrea of cperation, Initial enemy ccnteet
was light; hewever, the operotion was considered successful due to the
aumerous wezpons, ammunition and medicel caches found,

Even theuvgh mojor emphssis was placed on the Cembodicn operciions,

the 192nd LEC sustcined a heavy and significant morter and rocket atteck

oa the 4th, Lpprerimotely 100 rounds of 60mm ond B-40 rockets impacted

within LZ Betty at 0155 hours. Tigershork guns were leunched .-a..nd vers
. credited with 14 cnemy KBA's,

. The 243rd LSHC contimcd to provide pedive 1ift lcgisticol supwert
ncking significont corntributions éuring the Cambolizn onerations. Fréig,h’b
Tr=in pilots exhibited the highest degree of professionalism, ond 211
supplies and srtillery picces airlifted were necesscry for the success
of these operctlons,

Crews of Vogabond aircrzft saw niny long hours throughcut the moath
of Xoy. M-ny dzys the crews would return cfter hoving spent 12 and some-
¢ines nerc hovrs in the adr, Operctionnl statistics for the monih orc os
follows: 1z,oi:% news flown, 35,723 sorties, 52,375 troops tr-isperted
==d §,508 tens cif cargo houled,

~— TUE

The 10th Combcot Lviation Battalion contimued to provide surmort for
) operctions in Cambodiz. Deily support :1lso continucd to WHERID, 5th Speciel

e Forces Group, 23rd LRVii Division, DSA 'R 2 and Tzsk Fcrce South,
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The Pethfindcrs cf the 10th C/B, usinz roppeling rcpes, were inserted
intc several loc:tions 20 miles southwest of Fhon Ring to preprre L2is
for inserting the 30th Regiment, WHRID, The Korecm:s were inserted on the

Gth with aviction assets bsing provided by severcl componies from the

. Battclion. Two ROK compundes moved by foot into the ~res of operaticn

with oue comp.ry mreting unewpected hecvy resistonce, The operciion wns
pindersd dus to urfovercble weather which limited close ground s&%po:vt
witk gunships,

The 92nd LHC sustcined ¢ stand-off mertar attzock on the 12th result~
inz in negligible danage to mzintenonce ecuipment, Lauter in the month,
tre 92nd LEC wos tosked to hanger two gunships ot Bzo Loc for za indefinite
seriod of time., These guns provided eir cover for the 19th Battalior,
35th E-gineer Croup and the Ni.CV Adviscry Tecm at Bao Loc.

The 155th LHC continued to provide support for wiits in the Dzrlac ’
Quenz Duc, ond Tuyen Duc provinces. Two UH-1H's end twe UH-1C's were
demaged when nine mortrr rounds impected in the revetment area =t Camp
Coryell ir Ban Me Thuot on 9 June 1970,

CGn the 20th, the 281st LHC, supperted by the 155th AHC ~nd the 243rd
ASHC, participcted in the second phose cf Operstion Binh Tey III, Using
Bar. Don Specicl Forces Coup as & stoging orea, two battzlions from each
of the 44th and 45th Regiments, 23rd ARVN Division end two fire support
bases (FSB's) were insert:d 12 kilometers inside Ceobodiz., The 28lst
Intruders provided the air mission cormander (/MC) and also supcrvised the
recrming point plus assisting on POL, PZ control rnd reccvery orerations,
Duo ‘to‘the distance sepcrating the steging area and the 10th C.B, the POL

capcbilitics were severely toxed; however, the S-4 celled upon his
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resources cnd provided the necessary forward POL on recxming points.
Lgcin Combodicn operetions proved successful os caches of wecpons, cizcunie
4ion ond mcdicrl supplies were ceptured.

With the completion of six months of 1970, the 10th GLB sircraft
hzd earricd close to 350,000 passengers cnd over 25,000 tons of cargo.
During the nonth of Juuc the Battalion zircraft flew 11,170 hours and 27,091
scrties end coxried 47,399 passengers and 4045 tons of cargo.

LI

Adireraft of the 10th Coubat Avieticn Battalion continued to support
on ¢ 6oily basis the White Horse ROK Infortry Division, 23rd ARVN Divisicn,
Tzsk Force Scuth znd Deputy Senior Advisor for Military Region' 2,

The 10th Combet Aviction Battelion was tasked o insert Taosk Force
South; the 44%h Regiment, 23rd ARVN Division; and three fire snppor'?;‘be.ses
into 2n zrea of operaticns 25 piles north-northwest of Phan Thiet on
Operation Hencock Gold, Airernft frem each compeny in the battelion were
utilizad with reinforcements being provided by the 268th C.B. The opera-
tion scheduled to start on the 4th called for simultoneous insertions
into four ercas of operation. The Binh Tuy end Binh Thucn Provinces,
which covered the crez of ths operestion, wes still under the effect of the
southwest nonsoon, and wcather conditions in the nrea forced o 24 hour
deley until the 5th. Or 5 July, the wvecther gredually started improving
cné the operation finzlly commenced ot 1000 hours, Unzble to complete the
operation on the 5th and with wecther conciticns forecast to remnin the
sce cn the 6th, the AMC, LTC Jeck A, Welker, edvised the Airmobile Tesk
Ferce Cormender that it would be adviseble to forzmlate cn elternate plan,
By 1300 hours on the 6th, an altern:te plan wes in effect. The Z4th LRVN

Regirzent and 1/50th Mechenized Infantry Betitalion were to be inserted into
47 :



the originel area of operaticns with 3/506th Infentry Battelion being in-
serted southcest of their criginel arez of operation., Wecther contimied
tc houper the operation as low clouds znd moderczte turbulence were en-
countered during the insertion of the 3/506th, The fincl inscrtion was
corpleted at 1800 hcurs on the 6th, Although the operction wes 48 hours
pehind the scheduled time frzpe for complction and the element of surprise
was lost, Vagcbond pilets showed the ebility to cope with the chonges cnd
the wezther while porforming the mission without eny misheps. This
operztion exhibits the professionalisn der=nded by the pilots of the

10th C/B., Support of the operation was continucd for nine days; thz oper-
etior wes considered very successful, )

On 9 July, the 92nd AHC received a 107mm rockst ettock which caused
dorage to the operations building with negative cesuzlties, On the 15th
the 155th AHC, located et Ban Me Thuot, experienced & stendoff morter
ettack with three gunships sustaining ooderzie damage. ‘

In support of the units of the seven southern provinces of Military
Region 2, the 10th CLB eircraft compiled the following statistics curing
July: 11,780 hours flewn, 27,689 sortiecs, 43,929 troops trensported,
and 3,383 tons of cergo eirlifted.

During the nonth of August, large scole operctions cdecre~sed but the
10tk C.B contirued to hove nony long deoys of flying ir support of the
urits of southern }ilitary Region II,

On the 3rd, the 10th Combzt Aviation Battalion cugnezted by VRAF
UB-1H's enc CH-47's from the 52nd CLB 1ifted elcments of the 45th Regiment,
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23rd LRVN Division from Buon Ec Ying into en "ree aprroxinctely 50 kilo-
neters cast of Bon Me Thuoi, On 17 iugust, the 155th LEC supported by the
231st AHC and the 243rd iSEC, utilizing Buon Ee Y-ng as 2 staging eres,
inserted the 45th Regirent, 23rd ARVN Division into "Heppy Vallcy”
epproxinately 40 kiloreters scutheast of Ban Me Thuot.

Ir conpeny size or sucller operations, the 48th LHC supported five
combat eszaults ond thce extr..ctions for elenments of the 28th ond 2Gth
Reginments, WHRID from X through 24 iugust., These operations vere conduct-
ed in arcas west of Tu Fcz end west of Kinh Hoe.

On 13 Lugust, the 152nd LHC and 198th Mediczl Detachment confucted 2
mejor air-sea ond land povement from LZ Betty to ¢ new home 2t .Ph.:n Reng
Lir Bose, 4s o result of efficient end detniled plomvidrg, the noved wis
mede with littls difficulty ond the 1S2néd remeined operctionsl thrcughout
4+he move., In inncriting o new houe, the Poleczts hod mony hours of werk
ehcnd of then ns the huildings were in =z lcw state of repair, Without =
sigrificent chowm. o x its crez of operctions, the 192nd AHC coztinued
gropect for Task rorce South, elements cf 23rd LRVK Divisior, DSi MR2, and
cther units in the Phon Reng~Fhon Thiet zree.

The operations of the cother compcnies in the bettclion contimued to
be in general support of wuits throughout Military Region 2. Support
requirzsnents decrecsed ir Pleilm Provinee in comporisop with the leorge
commitients of Moy, June snd July. Vagaboad sircreft coipiled the
following operctionzl stztistics for the month: 6,845 hours flowm,

27,753 scr‘-‘.ies,' 44,708 troops eirlifted, end 3522 tons of cargoe houled.
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¥ith the winter nonsoons spproaching, units supported by the 10th
Coubat Aviation Battalion plonned operations during September in efforts
to take adventogze of the good veather before the nonsoons. The 10th CLB
wos tesked to support operations for the White Horse ROXK Infontry
Divisicn, 23rd iRVN Divisicrn, 22nd /[RVE Ranger Battzlion, end “C" Company
75%h Ranger Battelion, ‘

The White Herse ROK Infantry Division initiated operetion Do Kee Bi
18 on 1 Septzmber in on erea northwest of Tuy Hoe. Elements of the 98th
Regirent were cirlifted by the 1Cth Combat Avietion Battclion imto five
LZ's utilizing initial simultaneous gunship preps and insertiaxis. The

- Baticlion S~4 wos required to esteblish & forward reerm point cnd 4wo POL

. points which fureiioned throughout the operation. ALfter camleticn of
th- inserticn, CH-47's drozped sling lcads cf fugas, simdilar to napej;m,
fron 200C feet zbove ground level cn ener;” cave and tunnel cooplexes.
Target hits were accurcte even though this wes the first tine the 10th
CiB hcd conducted this type missitn. Baticlicn gunships were credited
with five cneny XBi's, ten eneny WIA'!'s, cn: 50mn mortar destroy:d, end
two B-40 rcckets destroys?, The 48th LAHC and 2/3rd LSHC provided resucrly
for the oreration until the extrnction was performed on the Z4th,

VF.F's UE-2H's ougnented the 155th ZHC in insertiss the 45th Reginent,
23rd ARV Division or 3 Septecber, The cperstion wus hospered by bad

weather vhich resvlted in only thrce of the proposed nine LZ's being used.

. 10 Septer. =



Intelligence revealed on enermy buildup in an orea west of Nhe Trong.
On 8 %ptember, the 2nd LRV Rerger Battrlion from Pleiku and "C" Company
75th Renge: Bottalion were inserted into the mounteins vest of Pha Trang.
The 281st .7 provided thz Air Mission Comm.nder for this operction cnd
selected Tizag Dung, locoted west of Nha Trong, ~s the staging area.
Tweaty-eight combat esszults were flown in support of these troops with
prinery support coming from the 281st AHC.

On 18 September, the White Horse ROK Infentry Division, utilizing
J0th CiB's aircraft, began Operation Dong Bo 18 in on area west of Dong
Bz Thin. The three phassd operction begsn with the 30th Reginunt reine
forced by elements of the 29th Reginmznt being airliftcd by Vage.i:»ond odr-
creft. Elencnits werc imserted into five LZ's simultencously. Phese II
cf the operzilon wes cormenced on 29 September; however, landing zome
precarotion begen prior to this date, Th: Speeicl Forces ond RECOH
Comro-nies of the 30th Regiment, essisted :nd advised by the Pethfinders of
the. 10th CiB, clecred these LZ's. This piose of the operation was de-
layed until the aiternocn duzs to rarginnl -:.:.wr conditions in the areea
of operaticns;: Phose I.‘;I, the extroetion, fuci rlece on 3 October,

Tho 45th f.ﬁVI! Rggineﬁt s inserted into the "Heppy Valley" zrez on
26 September., Supperted by the 155th ~né staging out cf Buon Da Youg, the
the iRVE's nadz & search and clesr simer of the arec southeast of Buon
Ec Yong., Troops were =zirlifted into ten LZ's. Durinz the insertion several
eirercft received grovad firc; however, thire were no injuries to

perscoxel - Ivige *» the eircraft.
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The 1Cth CiB continuved to rrovide support for units in the seven
sout’ zrn provinces of Hilitory Region 2, Vagabond aircreft compiled the
follc:ring operctional statistics for Septeuber: 11,139 hours flowm,
27,501 sorties, 44,393 troops transported, and 4,209 tons of curgo houled.

OCTCHER

Requirements for aircraft decre-scd scoewhet in the month of October.
Onc bettclion opirntion was conducted for the 28:th Ri.giment, WIAID, Other
cpcrations were on comprrny or platoon size level,

The 155th LEC continued to provide eviztion support to the 45th iRVE
Regimsznt in the Ben Me Thuot sres. On § Octcber the Stogecoach-Folcon
tecn, staging out of Buon Ho, =2irlifted clements cf the 45th Reéimﬁnt into
nine LZ's northe.st of the staging zrea for a search an? ele-xr rnissiocn,

The White Horse ROK Irfantry Divisicn plenned anothsr opcration ip
the mowntains west of Tuy Hoa. The 10th Combet Aviation Bettolion inserted
elenents of the 28th ROK Kegimert on 14 October in suport of coreraticn
Dc Kce Bi 19, The opsration contimu. .2 through 24 Cctober wher ths troops
wers extrocted ty Vagebond aircreft. During the ground operction, daily
resupply wes perferncd by Blue Ster and Freight Trein sirercft. Ciptured
wecpons and ermmmition plus epproxinetely 50 cnemy KLiil's were ovidence cf
~nother successful opsrction.

Tesk Force Scuth, which received th: nojority of its support fron tie
152n¢. 4HC, ceactivoted on 1 October; hewever, the 192ac contimucé to
support 1/50th Mechrnized Infentry, "C' Company 75th Rangers, cad ARVE

w-its in their zrez of operaticn,

52




P T Rt TR N

Jirmobils operations bogen to feel the effects of the winter monscon

in t - latter part of Cctober. Coastcl regions cxpericenced corly morning

~lcov -.ilings with occosioncl cleuxrisg around mid-doy. This occasional

clearing invericblc proved to be terporrry as the woothir storied deteri-
oroting ot «:.ppr&:dn:tely 140C hours every afterncon. &s ¢ result of the
wenthur, nrny pissicns wore sborted while others were never sicorted et all.
The diversified ovieticn support cherccteristic of the 10th Combrt
Avi-tion Beticlion was furtber broadencd when the 183rd Reconncissance
iirplcne Comp. ry was trousferred from the 223rd C.B to the 10th CiB on
15 October. This trensfer was hcmecomi;g for the 183rd 2s it w s a nenber
ef the 10th C.B in 1666, The 183rd provided zircraft for visusl
reconnzissances (VR's) for Khorh Kee, Phu Y:n, Biph Thucn, Lzm Dong,
"inh Thunn, Qumng Duc, o Tuyen Duc Previices plus convoy cover for Con
Rerh Boy Support Cormend, artillery observation feo: IFFV Artillery, and
reconnaisssnces for "C" Cempony 75th Peongers,
Freporaticas were begun for the imactiveticn of the 281st AFC, The
10th Corbzt Avicticn Battzlion et the cnd of October wos still coaposed
of ssven compmenies; however, the airmebils capzbilitioss were recduced with

the loss of one assault helicopter compexny., During the menth Vzgabead

. zircr £t compiled the fellcwirg statistics: 9,579 hours flown, 23,454

sortics, 34,042 troops tronsported and 2867 tons of corgo eirlifted.
NOVE}BER
The nonth of Novinber saw a cdecrense iz activity for the 1Cth Combat
Aviction Battzlion cue to the vinter monsocns, Battclion aircrafi again
vere recuired for missions in Fleiku Frovince along with the dcdly nissions

i1 scuthern Military Region 2.




Lircreft from the 48th LHC were sent to &n Son 1o rer:in cver night
(ROZEJ. } to-support the 126th Lssrmli Lzliconter Cowpeny. The 155tk LHC
provided suppert to the 42nl IRVE Regincits in Fleiku Province which was
cutside their ncrmxl srer of operaticms. Support by other corprnies
to wits in their respective creecs of opzration. Combeot assculis contizued
to be flewn, btut were only cempony or platoon size operations.

With ¢ decrczse in lorge sccle operations, the statistics compiled
decressed rcspectively in comparison to previous menths. Botislion cdr-
crait compilzd the following statistics: ¢,168 hours flownjy 20,000 sorties;
31,110 troops transperted; znd 2,707 tons of corgo zirlifted.

IECEMSER

On 14 Decczber, in ¢ ceremeny held at 1Cth CiB He-dguorters, the 281st
Lgszult Helicopter Comprny was officially inactivoted and taksn from the
~ctive rolls of the United Stztes hrmy. Intruders hod served in the
Republic of Vietnem for four and = hall yecrs and compilsd en impressive
lineage of hcnaors an? cwerds.

With the implementation of the Vietrzmization progrem, the 10th Combet
Lviation Battalion wes chosen to provide combzt flying expericnce to pilcts
of the Victn-mese Air Force (VNLF) under the provisions of the Improvensat
oné Modernization Progrom. The 92nd LEC end 243rd LSHC vere designnted to
train the VLF pilots. '.[;he VI'_:AF pilots crrived eon the 10th and 17th Decenber
at the 243rd and 92nd, respectively, Preperations were mode for living ond
ressizg facilitios cs the VELF pilcts were to be par%'af the courrry durdng
this 4rodining reriod, With cereful prior plenring end close lisison with

Thr Vietnursse Jir Force, the progra. hos been ar overvhelming success.,
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I1 nid-~-December, thc 155th JLssrult Helicopter Comprny began standdown
oper:ion 1z preporction for incctivetion in carly 1971. With inmactivation
of {~x essoult hzlicopil:r cozp 'nies, the 10th Combet ivirtion Brttalionts
~vi-tion esseis were slmost cut in half,

Ls o result of gre.ter commend crphasis, better zducztion and irgroved
stondordizatics, the 10th CiB was ablc to drastically rcduce the aumber of
cecicdents thercby saving lives (nd equipment. At the a2nd of 1970, the
10tk CiB had compiled 144 consecutive dorys without an airerifi zccicdent.

The 10th Combat Avi.ticn Battalion clesed the yeer by flying 8,628
hours and 18,781 sorties rlus transportirzgs 26,982 troops and 1,402 tons
of cargo. _ o

The yeer saw Vegcbond clreraft flving throughout hilitery Region 2,

t 1970 will clusys be rerenmbered =s the year of the Combodion c-mpzign,

?

2 Veogobonds compilecd the follewing statistics during 1970:

BOURS FLCieoeevonesoseoncsssionsassonaransscasnss133,7C2
SORTIES FLOQN...;.................................324.603
TROOFS CLRRIED. eeecsvecacssesssssoccncsiscanessss 566,908

C.LRGO K:‘DLED (TOI}S)‘...QO".....:....).O..l“‘.’... “,595



155T1" LSSAULT RELICCPTER COMI'NY

Toriile Heert 10

58

BIGLMM, Charles AL7-48~7311 16 Jun 70 SP, BSwyw
COCHFCE, Jeim M. 499=-46-7,08 6 Feb 70 w01 DFC
CCSMCS, Cherles F. 572-00-8556 6 Feb 70 w1 DFC
FENICH, Deunis M. 134~38-4793 6 Feb 70 W01 DFC
GUTEURIE, nizoe-t 245-78-6399 16 Jun 70 ST4  Bsnym
HAUPT, lance L. 512-48-9405 16 Jun 70 SP, BSTyn
JCHPSCF, Maxlin J. 330-38-7047 20 Apr 70 w1 DFC
” n Hij 4 n 1 nn SS
OWEY, Dean L. - 534~28-7971 29 Jan 70 MAT DFC
RAMDATL, Randy L. 572-76~3769 12 Jen 70 - 8F4 DFC
UERT¥G, Frank G. 457-78-9560 6 Feb 70 WO1 DFC
WYLIE, Izwrence R. 157-35-2857 16 Jun 70 WC1  DFC
Bronze Star for Service and Achievement 116

Arny Cormendation Medzl for Valor 1

Army Cormendation Medal for Service and Achiewsnent 179

furple Heart 5

Ldr Medal for Velor

Lir Medal 223

18300 TECCIPAISSANCE LIRFLAYE COMTAMY

BAUER, Jay G. 571-44-237C B Dec 7¢  CPT  DFC
CTLIT?S, Michael R. f42-38-1%32 20 Jum 7C CIT DFC
CCK, Icon W, 492-40-2268 13 fng 7" CPT *- DFC
ACDGSCF, Mllen B. 537-32-4315 2 May 70 CIT DFC
MIGUS, leslic C. 420-60-5423 7 Moy O CPT DFC
N=WSTME, Henry F. 260-62-502% 2 Yov 70 CIT DFC
Bronze Star for Service and idchievement 26

Arrr Cormendation Medal for Service and ’chievement 116

Purple Feart 3

Idr ¥edal for Valor

Air Medal 163
. 162ND LSSAULT XEILICCTTER COMIANY _

BREDTH:UER, Howard G. 461-62-5738 18 Jun 70 CIT DFC
KELLY, Michezel B, 555-74-546C 18 Jun 70 SF5 DFC
LUKKASZEWSKI, Thonas R. 075-34~5170 16 Jun 70 SP5 DFC
TWIGGS, Janes C. 243-58-2053 11 May 70 CI'T DFC
WILLIAYS, Jorry M. L55-72-82T7 21 May 7°  WC1  DFC
VIRIGET, John P. 523-62-7033 12 Aug 70 W01 DFC
Prongze Star for Scrvice and Achievement €5

Lxy Cormendation Medal for Service snd Achievement 126



ECMOR ROLL 1970 .

"In nemory's cye I can sce then now - forming grimly for the attack,
blue lipped, coverod with sludge and mud, chilled by the wind and rain of
the foxhole, driving home to their objective, and to the judgrent seat of
God. T do not know the dignity of their birth, but I do Jmow the glory
of their de~th." These words by GEEAL OF TRE ATMY DOUGLAS MACARTHUL,
spokcn on 1. July 1935, ring true today. Three decades later, and in an-
other strange part of the world, Jinericans answer the call. The nethods
of warfare have changcd, but the seccrifices, hardships, and the many faces
of death remain the sane.

t is with pxnili'by that we honor our fallen cmdes. In.our
future endeavors, lot us be ever mindful of these men, and the principles

for which they gave their all,

¥AME WIT SERVICE FIMBER DATE OF ACTION
WOl Terry T. O'Reilly 281  006-56-7458 6 February 1970
56T Alen E, Jomson 281  065-38-2751 6 Februzry 1570
SP/, Frank M. Kaiser 281 475-56-0714 6 February 1970
WC1 Thomas Guenther 281 144-40-3221 14 February 1970
W01 Eldon R. Payne 281 lL6-36-2663 14 February 1970
SSG Bobbie H, Brewcr 281 416-56-7258 14 February 1970
SP5 Michacl A, Hughey 281 267-84-7265 14 Fobruary 1970
WO1 Paul E. Dolik 155  318-44-4339 23 February 1970
WO1 Joseph F. Erickson 155  384-50-1178 23 February 1970
SP5 David Fachtigall 155  505-58-8390 23 February 1970
SP4 Celvin Scrian 155 576-52-6986 23 February 1970
CFT Richard S. Fevio 281 460-66-7988 27 February 1970
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WIT SERVICE FMBER DLTE OF ACTION

FT
V01 Ierry D. Leitch LE 376-L6-0147 1 March 1970
LT Jecob L. Kinser 155 L54-64-7939 8 March 1970
WO1 Dovid K. Ercnsteft 155  06/-38-7279 8 Merch 1970

~ SP5 William R. Togne 155 530-34-9325 g March 1970
SPJ V'n Goe.-:2 155 562-82-4068 & March 1970
WOl w211is- F. Mitton 92 264-84-6315 5 kpril 1970
W01 Marlin J. Jomson 155  330-38-7047 20 fpril 1970
WO1 Darek Richardson 155  408-76~2507 20 April 1970

CWO Robert V. Gardner 281  219-48-3080 27 Lpril 1970

WO Stanley J. Miller 231 152-40-1127 27 April 1?’70
SP5 George V. Ton _ 2817  L64-28-3183 27 April 1970

SP5 Joseph W. Cunninghan, Jr. 281 556-78-0422 11 May 1970

SP5 Scott E. Sutherland 281 535-43-7153 11 ¥ay 1570
SP5 Danicl J. Vaughan 281  266-80-8973 11 May 1970
SP, Denny J. Taulbee 281 297-/48-5112 11 May 1970
SP, Poul H. Kreigal 92  277-46-3879 13 Mey 1570
11T ¥ed R. Heintz 281  280-44-3605 16 May 1570
SP5 Peul B, lembertson 281  572-76-1242 20 May 1970
2/ irthur G. Qualis 281 415-80-1004 20 May 1970
TFC Thomas Kelso 152 405-74-9623 20 ¥ay 197C
V101 Thonmas S. Tiogers 48 136-36-5835 14 July 1970
771 Snawn G, Cennon 92  064-32-1556 9 Mugust 1970
11T Farry C. Innon III I8 403-68-7531 31 August 1970
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