UNCLASSIE@;;;W

Operational Report - lessons learned,
(Airmobile), Pericd Ending 30 April 1971, RCS CSFR-65 (R3) (U)

division forwurd at IA VANG during IAMSON 720 by constructing showers,
latrines, mess facilities -nd conducting general engineer support, D
Company was also responsible for supplying nower to CAMP “ILKINSON
within CAMP TAGIE Combat Base by operating and mcintaining the elsctric
generstors,

m. Air Cavalry Operations,
(1) A Troop.

(8) The missicr of Troop A during November and December was to
provide visual reconnajssance in the 2/17th Cavalry reconnaissance
zones, It also provided reconnaissance and security for the 3rd Brigade
of the 10lst Airborne Division (Ambl) and its subordinate elements in
the form of first and last light reconnaissance and reaction to contact

" missions, The Aero Rifle Platoon secursd downed aircraft in the 101lst

Airborme Divis‘on's northern area of operations, On 6 November 1970
Troop A was given the mission to conduct 2 visual r~connaissance in the
vicimdty of Fire Bases KATY, RIFCCRD, and BRADIEY. Juring the morning,
the ARPs were inserted to secure a downed aircraft at coordipates
10928434, During a isual recon of Area 7 a UH-1H chase aircraft re-
ceived 8-10 rounds of ,51 caliber fire with negative hits., While enpgaging
this area a total of 110-130 rounds of AK fire was received with negative
hits. Numerous trails were spotted in the vicinity of coordinates
YD241132 with recent activity in the past 24-48 hours, Footprints of

2 to 3 personnel at coordinates YD241144 were observed with recent
activity in the last 24 howrs. In a 2 grid s-uvare area around YD230120
three hootches &and 16 bunkers with signs of recent ac:ivity in the pzst
1222/ hours were observed. On 14 November the missions for Troop A began
with visual recons in recon zone 7, Two .51 caliber pits, 10 bunkers,

3 trails, and several hootches were observed at conrdinates YD148063., At
coordinates YD150070, 25 ho:tches were observed in a 100 meter square,
while conducting reconmaissance of the area at coordinsates YD151055 a
light observation helicopter took 20 to 30 roumds of AR-47 fire. The
pilot was hit in the hand and the aircraft was flown back to QUANG TRI.
At coordinates XD862287 two big, reinforced bunkers, and numerous footi-
prints were spotted. At coordinates YD151055 a gunship was fired at by
both AK-47 and .51 caliber weapons, A FAC was on station to engage the
target where the aircraft was fired on, Air strikes were placed on the
target with unknown results. On 15 November a team from Troop A observed
a 3/4=ton truck at coordinates YD30507.. The truck was enpaged and des-
troyed, and *he aircraft received 10 rourds of .51 caliber fire with
negative hits, Also at this location 5 to 7 bunvers were destroyed.

An 8' x 8' bunker at coordinates XD923235 was observed and engaged with
unknown results. AR-47 fire was received 2t coordimates YD125107 and
XD923235 by light observation helicopter. On 26 November Troop A begzn
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& five day stand-down. During the stand-down period, time wus allocated
for proficiency check rides and instrument training, M:jor emphasis was
placed on aircruft maintenance to insure maximum combat-ready aircraft at
the tarminatinn »f “re stand-down, Final emphasis was placed on the
mintenance of aircraft, the concluding of -roficiency check ridez, and
police ol the area,

(b) During December, A Troop provided visu-l reconnzissance in thre
2/17th Cavalry reconnaissance zones, It alfo provided reconmaissance and
security for the 3rd Brisude of the 10lst Airtorne Division (Ambl) and its
subordinate elements in the form of first and last light reconmaissance
and reaction to contact missions. Due to hirh winds and heavy rains,
operat ons in the recon zones declined during the reporting period, Teams

for L Company (Ranger) were sent to Troop A to be placed in the recon

zones, Troop A supplied overflights, insertions, reaction forces, and
zytrectinns for the 101st Airborne Division's nnrthern zrea of oper-tions,
2si-ns in support of ARTN located in the vicinity of Fir- Base BARABARA
were also performed by Troop A.

(c) During January Troop A participat~d in the JEFFZ SCN GIEN
oper:tions in peneral support of the 10lst Airborne Division (Ambl).
12 January, inclement weather mrevented combat operations in the AD,
On 3 January, VR of RT 616 showed sipns of heavy truck traffic, Gun-
ship: received 12.7mm antiaircraft fire at XD910243, One a2ircraft was
hit and suffered ~inor damage, On 4-5 January, inc’ement weather pre-
vented combat operations in the A0, On 9-16 Januury, Troop A performed
vizual reconnaissance in the AQ with emphasis on Route 616, Active
12.7mm pits were observed and enpgaged. TAC AIR and Artillery ‘rere
called in on bunkers, On 12-21 Janmumry, Troop A worked in close support
with TAC AR, ARA and Artille -y to destroy bunkers, cache sites, tunnels
and spider holes along Route 616, On 22-23 January, inclement weather
orevented combut operitions in the AQ, On 25 January, several sensor
strings were activated and were visually checked for activity, On 26~
28 Jamary, inclement weather prevented combat operations in tre A0, On
30 Janusry, Troop A performed missinn of flank security for 1/5th lech
ir ¥ME 5AUH area of operations, A downed IOH from F Troop 8th Czvalry
was secured and rigred for extraction, On 31 January, Troop A provided
security for units in KHZ SAMH and SHEPPARD areas of operations., PEDAts
of Arc Lights wers completed with satisfactory resuits noted,

(d) On 2-3 Fetruary, Troop A conducted VR of Route 616, ertracted
two Ranper teams and inserted two others, Troop D was inserted to
accomplish pround recom;aisaance of Route €1€. On / February, Troop A
aRP vas inserted into KME JAN! Combat Pase, to secure the arrival of
Troop D and Squadron H3., On A-'? February bud weather precluded norm:l
operations, On & Febru:ry, Troop A crossed the LAXTIAN border, Air-
craft reported taking fire with three aircraft reporting hits (The
aircraft were reported flyable), On 10 February.the troop worked the
area wect of FHE SAM utilizing FAC and ARA. A [OH and AK-1G were
shot down, The crews were evtracted, Seven VA were K¥E on that date,
Jn 12.17 February, the troop suprorted ARVN pround elements operiting
in IA3S. Troop A worlked with FAC controlled TAC AIR, ARA and its
orranic gunc"ips to supress enemy antiairc*'aft fire while team- cone
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tinue? their missi.ns of VR for the ground forces, Approxdmately

16 NVA were KBH. On 18-25 February, Troop A was engaged in its as~ipned
missions of VR and close screen to the ground forces, ‘rather during
this period frenuen-ly delayed missions until 1100-1200 hours. On

26 Fe*ruary, Troop A had visual sightings of enemy ~rmor, Two active
tanks were sighted, and an AH-1G received 15 hits in the -rocess of
flving VR in the vicinity of 1Z 31. On 27-28 Ferruary, Troop A alter-
nated with Troop C and the S-uadron Headnvarters Commany as C&C to re-
cover an I0H th:t had been shot down Vie ¥D6225, Three 17,7mm antie
aireraf* weapons vere located in the area, :

(e} On 1 iarch th~ troop emnloyed airstrikes agzainst known z2nd
suspected enemy locations, On 2-3 March, inclement weather prevented
com-at operations., On 4=6 March , A Troop supported ARVN bases at
1Z SOMHIA and L7 VI'TRY, and employed TAC AIR and Artillery on known
nositions. On 6 March, the Hac Bao was insertad to secure a downed
crew at XD478409. On 7 March, the Hac Bao and the downed crew were
extracted under heavy 12,7mm antiaircraft fire from three weapons,

One AH-1G received 4 hits and returned to base where it was determined

to be non flyatle, A truck (5 ton) was destroyed and & bulldozer was
spotted, The area was marked for a FAC, On 8-10 lMarch inclement

weather nrevented combat operctions. On 1l lMerch, Troop A conducted a

Ve oof 12 ALOTI, LZ "PaV0, LZ ALPHA, and LZ FOIEL to determine conditions,
Five 2% ton trucks were sighted and marked for a FAC, On 12-13 arch,
Troop A's mission was to conduct VR and screen Vic LZ SO IA,., On 1/4-15
sfarch, inclement weather prevented combat oper:tions. On 16-22 March,
Troop A supported the lat Infantry Division (ARVN) in the vicinity of

1Z ERZIN with heavy teams, Air strikes were employed and remaining
targets were turned over to the FAC on station, During this period an
aE=1G was shot down by small arms fire near XD439405. The crew wzs
extracted, Tanks were sighted on 19 March and were marked for the FaC,
Jdn 24 larch, A Troop continued support *o 1lst Infantry Division (ARTY)
with heuvy Cavalry tewms, Marginmal weszther on 25 arch prevented working
in the AD until 1400 hours, Route rccon of 616 rsvealed no significant
spots and no treffic during the p=st three days. (- 26-28 '@arch, Trocp A
perforied its visual recon role in the Laotian a2nd Vietmamese Salient
areas to spol possible targets of oppartunity. Heavy small arms fire vis
received throughout the area of interest. On 29-30 March, Troop A
S“iio“tEd insertisns of gzRYNs near XDAB0Z and performed V2 in Iaotian
Salient,

(f) On 1-5 April, Troop A conducted visnel reconnaissance in the
Vietnamese and laotian Salient areas, Emphasis was placed on Route 616
and by-pasces, On 6 April, Troop A spent the early day in visual recon-
naissence of rcutes of approach, departure, and nlanned LZ's for thre
insertion of *the Hac Bao, TAC AIR was emnloved, Troop A screened ahead
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of the advancing ground forces after insertion. On 7-9 April, Troop A
supported the 3rd Brigade in the Vic of VANDFRGRIFT and YAI I0C. On
10-13 April, inclement weather caused mission delays, Troop A, howvever,
worked in the Vic of Fire Base GIADIATUR, observing light trail traffic,
In the Vic of Fire Base O'RIELLY Troop & ohrserved light foot traffic,
Cunships received heavy small arms fire. One AH-1C was downed, crashed-
landed in e field. On 12 April inclement we:ther prevented combut
opera*ions in the AC., On 13-15 April, Troop A worked the recon zones
with emphasis on Rcute €16 from Fire Base IRATFERIECK to Fire Base
SUIOr, Small amounts of traffic wers observed and teams continued to
receive 12,7wn and small arms fire, On 16 A-ril, Teams observed old:
bunkers and trails but no recent activity Vic ¥D128209. On 17-18
April, Teams were given the priority mission of screening the HUE Rocket
3elt, On 19 April, Troop A supjorted the 258th Vietnamese Marines in
their insertion near ECILCOMB, Throughout the area 12,7mm fire was
recived. On 22.23 April, Teams worked in sup-ort of the 258th VI

in the Vic o~ Fire Bu e 37IIOH and TUN TAVZIRN, Support was also
rendered to the 54th ARVN Regiment Vic Fire Base BARNETT, A team
observed 50-5% bunkers, two KVA, light foot traffic, On 24 April,

Teans observed 3 bunkers under construction at YD0Q5297 and 1 NVA wes
TH. Bulldozers had been working on Route 616 by-passing tomb craters,
Punkers observed had a spacing of aprroxdimately 50 meters., On 25-2¢€
aoril, Troop A worked with FAC and TuC AIR to support the Hac Bao raid.
Cn 27-28 April, Teems returned to visual reconnaissance in the Division
Recon Zone. TAC AIR was employed in the Vic YD095204 against & bunker
cemplex, On 29-30 April, Troop A supported the BAC TAQ raid and
continued its visual reconnaissance responsibilities,

(2) B Troop.

(a) During November, B Troop was used in general support of the 10ls%
Airborne Division (Ambl) and worked closely with the lst Brigade. Their
primary mission was to gather intellipance through visual reconnaissance
missions, Secondary missicns included downed aircraft security in the
division's area of opsration, bomb damege assessments for B-52 strikes,
sky spots, and artillery. On l-7 November B Troop worked with elements
of the lst Brigsde around the THREE FORKS area (YD5012)., Their specific
mission was to determine the size, location, and movement of enemy forces
thet made contact with friendly infantry units., On 8-1, November the

~pocr flying weather hampered B Troop's attempts to supnort the Rangers,
On the 13th, the weather lifted enough to insert team Bills, On 16
November Bills had contxzct with an unknown size enemy force, Two members
of the team were wounded in the action. B Troop tried to evtract the

men tut were driven off by enemy fire. In the action three UH-1H
helicopters of B Troop received combat damapge, Frcn that tims ® Troop
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has worked dire~tly with the 1st Bripade in an effort to destroy any
logistical bulld-up in the area and to limit the THREF FCRVS area ac an
snemy avenus of advance to the lowlands.

_ (b) On 1~11 December 1977, poor flying we:ther did not permit
extensive reconnaissance, On 12.17 December 1970, Trocp B worked with
the lst Bripade around THREE FORKS ¥YD5012 to conduct bomb damace assess-
mentz and locate tarpets for artillery and airstrikes, Cn 17 Decemher
170, Troop B ARP was inserted ~n a downed aircraft YDZ96115, The air-
craft was down for 31 days pricr to the recov.ry attempt. The aircraft
#.s recovered without incident, On 18~22 Decerber, Troop B was worked
arnund "AGIE's lecs* YD41N5. A ‘WA base camp was found ty & Troop B pink
tran, The mission was to determine size, loca*ion, and dicposition of
the eremy force, Serondzry missions included CS draps, bomb “armpe
assessments, and relief for Brigade Command and Con%trol personnel, Also
on 18 December 1970, a pink tean from Troop B, while working in the
smthern mart »f “'.e A CHAU VALIEY, was engaped by two 12.7mm &antizir-
~r&ft mathinepuns and an un’ierfprmnnd rumber of small arms, The tezm
lesder contacted FAC a~d marked the urea fcr an airetrive, The bonb
Jamore ascessme t revealed Yoth antive 17.7's and un’sternined nmumber
o ~mall arms and firhting -~ositinns dectroyed by Air TForce, On 19-31
Oncenmber, Troop FE worked the Squsd~on reconnaissance zones and screened
AL ’;‘.AC-:E on 22 Decermber for Oper.*tion HOLLY (Bob “ope).

(¢) Dwring Jamuary and February Troop B participated in the JEFFERICN
ZLEY operatinns in peneral support of the 10lst Airborne Division (Ambl)
A4ith a primry mission of intelligence rathering through visusl recon.
naissance, On 1l-1l Januery 1971, Troop B was able to acrom=lish only
lirjted visual reconnzizsance due to low ceilings and inclement weather,
Cn é January & detailed sezrch was made for a missing AE-1G from Troop C
2/17th Cavalry, During this sezrch an AK-1G, listed as missing since
1969, was found near Fire rase VECHEL. The Aero Rifle Flatoon of Troop B
wu3 later inserted on this crach si‘e “o recover the remains of *te crew,
On 14 Januery, an LOF was shot down at YD385001 Vie ALOUI airstrip. The
aircraft and crev were secured, On 16 January, the Troop B ARP secured
a downed aircraft Vic YC830889, Additionally, an LO¥ was rchot dovn hv
12.7mm antiair-raft fire Vic YC558794. The crew was recovernd, but
the aircraft was lost due to fire, On 17 January, the Troop B APP wes
arain inserted %o secure a downed FLIR aircraft YC870985. Cn 19 January,
Troop B ARP wis inserted on a susmected enemy locztion in the Vic of
Fire “use ZKST, From 20-27 Jamuary, Troop B worked in the area of the
2UONG RUONG VALIEY YCAR584 supporting Company L (Ranger), 75th Infan-ry,
Jn 30 January, Troop B operations moved to UANG ™RI to support Oper.tion
JZWEY CAIVON IO vieinity V2 AR,

(d) On 9 Februcry, Troop B inserted five Ranger teams. Cn 10 February,
Troop B lost 2 LCUH aircrafts while on convoy cover in the FAT VAN PASS,
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Troop B ARP was inserted on the sita and the aircraft and crew vere
extracted. The second was shot down in the A SHAU TALIEY by 12,7mm
antiaircraft fire. The aircraft was destroyed, and che crew are listed
as MIA, Froa 1ll-1. February, Troop B,worked the divisicn raconnaissance
zone detecting enemy truck traffic and destroying a truck and bulldozer,
On 15 February, a UH~1H on & night Ranger extraction crashed resulting
in seven US KIA. From 15-20 February, Troop B supported Ranger teams,
and continued visual reconnaissance in the reconnaissance zone, On

21 February, an AH-1G in direct support of a Ranger contact fired too
close to friendly troops, resulting in ome KIA and two WIA, On 25 .
February, Troop B extracted a Ranger team with a PO4 Vic YD719901.

From 26-27 Februery, Troop B secured the extraction of two aircraft

in the vicindty of ¥D719901 and ¥D531132, On 28 February, Troop B
conducted visual reconnaissance in the Division reconmaissance zone
mpping enemy infiltration routes and directing air strikes in the

a4 SFAU VALIEY.

(e) On 1-31 March, Troop B worked in the Division reconnaissance
zone conducting visual reconnaissance, checking sensor activaticns and
URS reports. During 5~6 March, Troop B ARP secured a downed AH-1G at
YD865211 and & UH-1H at ¥D391361. On 13 March, an IOH received an
unknown amount of 12.7mm antiaircraft and SAF in the Vic of YD199129,
The aircraft crashed and burned resulting in two US MIA. Durines the
period 14-17 March, Troop B ARP secu-ed a downed UH-1H at YC727143, and
an AB-1G at YD357472. On 22 March, Troop B ARP secured a2 dowred AH-1G
at YD961162, On 24 March, Troop B extracted Ranger teams 19s and 19w
when the teams made contact. On 30 March, Troop B ARP was inserted at
¥D513031 to reinforce Ranger team 1%h in the capture of 2 NVA FOWs,
During the entire reporting period, additional missions included RDA
of airstrikes and Arc Lights and limited ground reconnaissance.

(f) On 1 April, B Troop ARP was inserted on Fi-e Base TECHRL to
secure and recover an AH-1G, Both the aircraft and che crew were re-
covered., On 2 April, B Troop extracted a Ranger team in contact, The
team was then used to secure a B Troop LOH on Fire Base REMDEZVOUS.
Both the aircraft and the crew were recovered, On 4 April, a B Troop
UH-1H on medevac mission vicinity ¥YD552017 received intense SAF re-
sulting in one US WIA, On 6 April, a B Troop UH-1H carrying Rangers
to attempt a body smatch vicinity YC451950 received intense SA and MG
fire resulting in 1 US KIA and 3 WIA. On 10 April the ARP secured a
B Troop UE=1R (C&C) on Fire Base REINDEZVOIS where it landed after
receiving one 37rm hit west of Fire Base E"SYINE, resulting in one
US KIA. On 13 April, the ARP secured and recovered a B Troop LOH shot
down vicinity of AT837978. Far the remainder of the month, B Troop
operated in the reconmaissance zones and provided support for Company
L (Ranger), 75th Infantry, On 23 April, a B Troop UH-IH was shot down
in the vicinity of YC479927 while attempting to reinforce a Ranger team
in contact, resulting in 1 US KIA and 2 US WIA. The aircraft vas not

recoverad,
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_ k*



1 s ' { Auhonyy MMM B kel
- - ] By a0 HARA Dz 3"’”

UNCLASSIFIED

Operational Report - lessons Iearned, 10lst Airborne Division
(Airmobils), Feriod Ending 30 April 1971, RCS CSFR-65 (R3) (U)

(3) C Troop.

(a) During November, Troop C ctaged from PHU BAI Army Airfield in
~eneral support of “he Division. This included nerial VRs, BDAz, ground
raconnaissance and Ranger support. In addition, the ARP was on stindby
for downed air-raft in tr2 Divisinn A0, Due to the northezst monscon
season, there was little air end recornaissance activity during the first
po-tion of the reporting period, ©on 13 and 1, November, the ARP and &
tean of encineers were inserted tn ~Jear Fire Bases KSLLY, "WAIRETN =nd
Ea"EV0N. A nutber of 105mm roundes, fragmentation goencdes 2nd “lasting
caps vere discovered and rrere destrcyed, The ARP and elements of Delta
Troop were inserted tust south of Fire Pe<e YATREEN, The ARZ, in an
attenmpt to recover the Ranger KIA, received RXG and AK-47 fire resuvliing
in six wounded and another Ranger XIi. Due to ex*remely poor weather
conditi ns, the wounded were unable io be exiracted that day, On the
"ollowing day, 17 Novenber, extriction of tre cri*ically wounded r2s
xde by an LO¥ under he.vy AX and 50 caliber fire. On 18 November, an
unsuccessful attempt, due to weather resirictiosms, v2c made to ex*ract
“he growdl elexents, In the rescue ettempl ome CfC, one Cobrz, an” one
oY received heavy AK fire, 50 culiver) znd five 2T rounds, The nevt
day, 19 YNovember, ile ARP and other ground elements started to move by
foot towards Fire Base CATTY, In an atien»t to make radio contact vith
the rround elements, one C& took two RI: rounds and one ILOF with pilot
and crew member crashed into a —ountzin side %illing both of them., On
2C Hoverber the elemen® was able to be extracted, along with the remains
0" the LH cew,

(v} During December, operztiocns involving C Troop were significan*ly
tampered by the northeas*t monsoon weather conlitiens, 4 short trezk in
‘re weather allowed them to work in the northern end of the A SPAU VALIEY
in the vicinity of Tiger Ifount2in. Cn 1l December, the ARP <tood “y on
Tire Base V2 Fil wrile D Troop w:.s insertad bty UH-1H helicopters in the
vicinity of ALTUI eirstrip., D Troop destrcyed bridges thzt had been
spotted earlier by ICH working in that area, During the next faw days
increasing enemy activity was noted in the northern -alley and the
surrounding areas, On fre~uent occasiosns observation aircraft came urder
enemy small arms fire, ho-ever, Pink Teams worked the area with consider-
able success, Enemy bunkers, [ighting posiiirns, bridges, and huts were
destroyed., A nurmber of the enemy were K8H. On 16 December, a LOH on
an AAR mission was shot down by enemy 50 caliber fi=~e. The crew was
uninjured and imediately picked up by the UF-1H, chuse aircraft, On
the nigkt of 19 December this same general area was wcrked by FLIR.
Sighting a number of the enemy in the open, FLIR engaged and was creditsd
with 10 enemy KBR. During this period FLIR was also utilized in the day-
light hours, accompanying the regular VR missions, In the reporti-g
period, FLIR accounted for a large percentage of the enemy FKIA credited to
the Troop.
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(¢} During the 1-31 January reporting period, Troop C stiged
from FEU BAI Army Airfield, in general suppnrt of the 10lst Airborne
Division (Ambl), with a rxrimry mission of intelligence gathering through
visual reconnaissance., From 1-10 Jammry, monsoon weather prohibited
extensive reconnmaissance of the Division reconmissance zons, The period
from 11-30 Jamary, was merked by improving weather which ena*led Troop C
to continue the visuzl reconnaissance of the division reconnaissance zone,
A heavy increase in eneny activity was noted during this period around
the AIOTI airstrip £nd west of Tiger Mountain, An estimated WA Company
wis pin pointed, A "Cavalry Cobra" raid was launched and a BDA in the
fifteen foot high elesphant grass revealed 3 NVA KBH, It is felt that
better results were obtainei than those indicated by the BDA, as the team
was abls to silence rather intense fire in the area, During this period
Troop C reacted with its Aero Rifle Platoon to five downed aircraft,
Additionally Troop C supported three Ranger Teams in contact,

(@) From 1-4 February Troop C staped from PHU hal Airfield, From
5-28 February, it staged fron KME SAMH Cambat Base, On 8 February,
07.3 hours the Troop C commnder, MAJ James T. Newman led the first
he:ivy Cavalry team into IAOS in suppert of the Vietnamese Rzngers, On
12 Fetruary, Troop C lost two AH-1Gs to hostile fire on the IAOTIAN border,
One crev was listed as MIA., The second crew was extracted, The area of
the contact w:s engaged by Artillery, TAC AIR, and one B=52 strike, Tre
remainder of the month of February was devoted screening for extraction
of Vietnamsse Ranger fire bases and working Fire Bases 30 and 31.

(e) From 1-31 March, Troop C staged out of KFE SANH Combat Base in

reneral support of IAMSON 719, During this period Troop C ARP manned

a portion of the KHE SANH perimeter, The movement of ARVN forces enatled
the Troop to resume its full time job of reconnai-sance, Troop C wz=s
assigned a reconnaissance zops that extended westward to TOHEPONE and to
the north of Highway 9. After the ground objectives had been reached and
with-rawal began, Troop C began close support by screening PZs and recon-
paissance of flight routes, The Troop also acted in a resupply capacity
on occasion during this period.

(f) April saw the end of IAMSON 719, with Troop C performing missions
in support of the final phases of the operation, Returning to PU BAI,
all efforts were apein concentrated on the A SHAU VALIZY and the infiltra-
tion routes along the LAOTIAN border, Heavy pink teams once again em-
pioyed their organie fire power along with artillery and air support
arainst suspected enemy locations in an® around Base Area 611, Often
forced to work without a IOH btecause of hostile fire, the effective-
ness of the -isual reconraissance was greatly reduced. Support of
Deltwa Troop operetions .n the Valley raised morzle and gave the troops
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a sense of accomplishment., Other daily missions included reccnnaissance
of the HUE-RU BAI Rocket Belt, convoy escorts, and support of the °nd
Brig&da. : ]

(4) D Troop.

(a) During the last two months of 1970, Delta Troop provided ground
reconnaissance, downed aircraft security, and reaction force for units in
contact, Additionally, the troop provided ambushes an? sweeps outside
CAMP TAGIE and served as the “ase defense reaction force. During the
period 1-28 January, Troop D performed its assigned missions of TAGIE
Reaction Force, Perimeter Defense and acted as immediate re=action force
with Troop (=) for all insertions of any Squadron Aero Rifle Platoon.
From l-4 Januery, overflights of the perimeter defenses were made to
discover possible enemy routes of infiltration amd possible ambush sites,
Reports submitted covering this activity indicated areas of requiring
improvement. On 28 January, a warning order for movement to JUAN® TRI

* was issued., On 2 Fe*ruary, Troop D made a combat assault in the vicinity
of YD854238, to conduct a ground bomb damage assessment (RDA) and a
ground reconnaissance of the surrounding area that had been tentativel:r
jdentifited as a NVA headquarters complex. The Troop was extracted at
031500 hours at XD854238 and XD848236, with the PZs wers green, On 4
February, Troop D moved to KHE SAMNH Combat Base in support of IAMSON 719;
Headquarters (-) by convoy and two platoons by air. From 5-14 Februsry,
Troop D hardzned the perimeter defenses., Bunkers, “ighting positions
and overhead cover were piven priority., On 15 Febru.ry, Troop D was
~iven the responsitility of security for the rearm/refuel point at
LANG C7N, XD814368, and at this time assumed control of the sero rifls
platoons of the assigned and OPCOY air cavalry troops, Ambush and sweep
operations in the sguadron AQ were accomplished as p:rt of the perimeter
defense vlan through 14 March,

(b) On 15 March, the KHE SAMH Combat Base began to receive daily
artillery attacks by NVA 12”mm field guns, On 23 March, at 0230 hours,
Troop D repulsed a Sapper attack by the 2nd Commany 15th NVA Engineer
“attalion., The 40 man attack, supported by indirect fire, 60mm mortars
and RFGs, penetrated the 3rd Platoon position in an a*tempt “o reach the
airfield POL and rearm points. The ensmy broke contact at 0645 hours,
a first light check revealed 14 NVA KIA, 1 POW, 9 AK-47s, 3 RFG launchers
and one 9mm pistol captured along with mueerous small arms amunition and
demolition equinment. US losses were 3 KIA, 5 WIA major, 13 WIA minor.
On 27 March, Troop D was given the order to return to QUANG TRI. From
28 March until the end of the reporting period Troop D acted as the
sguadron reaction force for downed aircraft and crew security.

(c) During the month of April 1971, Delta Troop provided ground
reconnaissance, downed aircraft security, reaction force for the division
and a reaction force for units in contact, Additiomally, Delta Troop
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provided tase security for A sector on the CAMP ZAGIE perimeter, Delta
Troop secured two downed aircraft in A SHAU VALLEY, reinforced & Ranger
team in contac* in A SHAU VALIEY, inserted and nrovided diversion for
two Ran~er pletoon size ambushes in A SEAU VALIEY, conducted three days of
ground reconnaissance in A SEAU VALIEY, twenty-nine days of *raze defense
reaction force for CAMP ZAGIE, and 5 sweeps of the ZAGIE perimeter,
after returning from KHE SA™H on 2 Avril, Delta Troop bezan & week of
stand-down training from 4-10 April, On 15 April the troop was inserted
in the A SEAV "..IDY ati coordinates YC451920, Delta Troops mission was
to provide security and diversion “or a Ranger Platoon stay behind ambush
of Route 548, The troop also performed ground reconmaissance of 24
Hlometers of Route “48., D Troop found sipns of recent wvehicular truffic
on the road as well as six 6 x 8 £t. bunkers which faced the road. The
troop was extracted late on the afiernoon of the 15th at grid YC4/2938,
On 20 April the troop was again inserted in the A SPAU VALIEY at grid
v2/56903, The mission of the troop was to insert a Ranger plztoon stay
terind arhush, provide & diversion for the Ranger platosns movement ‘o
treir ambush sirkt and to make prouwd reconmaiscance of the sestern side
of the i 3¥al TLLIEY hetween VC456903 ard YCL57906. The troop found verr
Tev signs of recent activity. There were 5 trzils in the zree which hagd
bez2n uced within 48 to 72 hours, "ut they revealed no clue as to wh=t
might have passed on t‘hem. A quantity of communication wire was fcund,
but it had been -reviously cut in frequent intervals and showed no signs
of remmir. The troop was extracted from ome ship PZ at YCA57906. On
2L Arril the tro-p was once again inserted in the A SFAU VALIEY at
YCL8L92. in res-onse to = Ranger te=m in contact and tro dovned heli-
cocpters, one of which was a medivec. The troop was inserted north of the
:icr.:neé aircraft end moved south to m:ke the pick up. Approximetely 150
¢ 200 meters fren *he aircraft the lead element of the “roop cime under
nz.vy RFG, small arms fire and Chicom grenades. The platoons mamuevered
*< rezct to the threat and to nick up survivors of the Ranger team., The
contact on the 24th last~d aporoxdma*elr six hours ~nd resulted in §
friendly ¥IA, 14 WIA, one unknown enemy KIA by smll arms fire, 11 enzmy
rIs by aircraft and an unknown number of enemy WIi. After the extraction
of three S from the downed medivac helicopters, the troops withdrew
agprovdmately 400 meters rorth to esteblish an [DP, medivac vounded, and
te reinforced ty another company. The reinforcement was accomplished
tha* nicht and in the morning the elements moved back to the contact
roint to attempt “o =2xiract the remaining '8 persomnmel, The MWa had
tthdrawn the ma jority of their forces during the night. The nert
morning fire was received from only one location, The enemy Sire was
elimineted but no NVA were found in the vicinity, The extraction of the
‘troop was made at YC48691L.

(5) Company L (Ranger), 75th Infantry,

(a) During the montk of November a to*al of thirteen Ranger teams
were deployed in the 101st Airborne Division (Arbl) area of Operationg,
Zmphasis was on reconpaissance around Fire Bases RIPCCRD and FATFRYN,
T'0 enery contacts were initiated. The contact initiated cn 16 Novemter
Ly ~ang_er Team "B11ls" provided the needed in'elligence for estctlisking
~te locution of he l‘sjtiBattalion 803::‘(1 .Wa griment, Due to inclement
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veather, Ranger teans were shifted from the RIFCORD/E~TERYN area to
the RUDNC TUONC VALIZY, to locate infiltreticn routes u.,ed ty the Va
o IACS into tre lo‘..:la.nds of TEUA TIEY Province. MNo si-nificant
si ttings vere obrer—el,

(b) During the menth of Decermi2r, Ranger operations wer-~ hampered by
poor weather conditions caused bty the northeast mor~oon, Company L de-
~loyed o total of ten Operﬁtlmal ‘eams, *Six *~ams sere deplcyed in the
K2 5.1 Flains aad Vietnarmese Salien® regions, with itre remaining four
teans Zeployed in the eneral area aleng the e..itern side of the A SHAU
TaLIEY, Deplcyuaent of operaticnul teams to the KHE SulH and Vietnamese
5alier® urea made i1t necessary for this commany to locate a forwird
crerating base at JUANC TRI, plus deploy a three man redio relay element
at 3igml ‘ountain to insure adequate communications :ith *the operational
elepen*s. The only problem that arose was that of resuprlying the forward
cperating base and the radio relay teanm,

(¢) Pocr weither conditions caused by the northeast monsoon continued
to hampe Rang>r operations durin i'e montk of January. Enemy sightings,
however, increused during this period. 3Sightings ocourred in the DACE A
3EAR VALIEY, and UOIC RUONC VALIEY regions, Rangers accomplishe’ a
false extraction in the 3FEaR VALIEY, after the ranier team was compromised.
Future false extractions are planned, to allow the ranger teams to contirue
their assigned nission,

(@) During the month of February, this unit deployed a to*al of
seventeen Tanger tezms., Poor weather hampered deployment until February
oth, at which tire seven cperaticnal teams were deployed in the RVCNG RTCMNC
7aLIZY region, The mission of the teams were to replace one US infantry
tattalion that denlcyed to the KHE SANH region, Emphasis during this
time wz2s placed on ambush technizues, Two minor enemy contacts were
initizted durin this period. After teinf relieved by & US infantry
umf from the BTOC "'”wx. VALIEY region, Rarger teams tegan began

rating south and west ¢l abandoned Fire Base TIFCCRD, the remainder
of tbe nenth, Zmphasis was placed on reconneissance of rozds and trails
thkrough the area. Tour enemy contacts vere initizted in that region,

(e) During the month of M-rch, this unit deployed 2 total of
twenty-one Ranger teams, Initially contimuing to concentrate on recone
naissance of the area surrounding abandoned Fire Base RIFCORD, this unit
shifted to the mission of monitoring and amhushinpg along Route 547 from
Fire Base REMDEZVOUS to Fire Rase BIA7E and along Route 548 in the A SHAU
VALIEY floor, Six contacts were initiated in these areas resulting in
eight NVA KIA and two NVA POW., The information passed on by these POWs
resulted in lerge troop moverents by the 1st Brigade, 10lst Airborne
Division (ambl) to counter a serious enemy threat to their fire bases,
At the request of 2nd Brigade, 10lst Airborne Divis‘on (Ambl), three
Ranger ‘eams were deployed to the SFEAR VALIEY area to determine
similar enemy concentrations in their AQ,
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(f) During the month of April, the Rangers deployed & total of
twenty-nine Ranger teams, From 1 April to 10 April, eight Ranger
teams were employed in the SPEAR VALIEY region with the mission of
raconneissance, Ons minor ensmy contact wes initiated, From 10.23
April emphasis was placed on the A SHAU VALIEY region in the form of
platoon and company raids to include platoon size stay-behind
ambushes, During the commamny raid Route 548 -as interdicted by tlowing
e wvell-used bridge.

n. Artillery,

(1) The 10lst iAirborne Division Artillery (Ambl) provided close
and continuous fire support to division mneuver units participating
in Qverations JEFFERSON GIEN/.CISOON PLAN 70, IAMSON 719, and IA!SON
720, The 2nd Battalion (Ambl), 319th Artillcry (105mm) p:'cvided
direct supnort to the 3rd Brigade; the 2nd Battalion (Ambl), 220th
Artillery (105mm) provided direct support to the 1st Brigade; the 1st
tattalion (AThl) 321st Artillery (105m) provided direct suprart to thre
2nd 2rigade, In additizn, the 2nd Battalion (Ambl), 1lth Artillery
(155am) and the 4th Battalicn (Aerial Artillery), 77th Artillery
orovided general suppcrt tc the division,

(2} During the months of November and December, Division Artillery
units were positicnmed to support the JEFFERSON GILZN/CNSCON FIAN 70.
The ma jority of the fire tazses were accessible by roed which insure? an
adequz ‘2 stockage of ammunition regardless of the weather, During ¥ovenber
one unit move wvas conducted, Ore reid was conducted by movins tc a
Torsard fire base, experdins on predetermined tarpets and extracting
befcre dark, A4 total of 82,049 artillery rounds and 10,910 aerial
artillery rockets were expended during the month of November., In
Zovexber the 4 millonth round was fired sup-oriing division forces since
*heir arrival in Vie*nmam, During December two artillery raids werse
conducted and 93,965 artillery rounds and 13,145 rockets were expended,

(3) During January flying conditions i=-roved and mneuver units
cperzted deeper into the jungle canory. To support these operations six
artillery units wvere re zositioned and 85,221 artillery rounds and 21,260
rockets wers exrended,

(4) During February and March the Division Artiilery suppcrted all
phases of Operation LAMEON 719 while continuing to support Operztion
JEFTIREON CLEN/AC!B00N FIAN 70. In addition, the Division Artillery was
responsible for fire support coordination in the defense of KFE SAIH and
TalDZIPTRIFT areas, The Division Artillery established a forwaerd operations
center at CAMP RC3ERTS, JUANG TRI; an Air WJarning Control Cen<er at DONG
I—‘A Combat Base to assume the -osting of artillery and air strike wzrning

zta for Zastern (CallC TRI Province, and Battery i, 4th Battalion (ARA),
'}’71,}* artillery established a forward locztion at K‘HE SA'. On 6 February
1971 tre 2nd Buttalion, 320tt Artillery deployed a headguzrers element
tc a zosition near the eastern DMZ area, An artillery battdlion radio
ret was established as part of a deception operstion., The slement re-
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deployed to CAMP ZAGIE on 13 February. On 25 February the 2nd Battalion,
319th Artillery deployed to QUANG TRI Province to provide direct support
to the 3rd Brigade. In addition, Battery C (-), 2nd Battalion, 1lth
Artillery was placed OFCON to 2nd. Battalion, 319th Artillery to provide
155mn artillery supnort. On 3 March' the Division Artillery assumed
orerational control »f the 5th Infantry Division (Mech); the 6th
Battalion (-), 1lth Artillery (two 105mm howitzer batteries), direct
support artillery for the 1lth Brigade, 23rd Infantry Division; and the
1st Battalion, 82nd Artillery (155mm), 23rd Division, general support
artillsry. Division Artillery units made seventeen moves during February
and expended 104,716 artillery rounds. A total of fifteen unit moves
were completed during March and 118,386 artillery rounds were expenddd
in support of division maneuver units,

(5) The 4th Battalion (ARA), 77th Artillsry provided extensive
support to ARVN forces participating in IAMSON 719 while continuing to
support a1l 101st Airborne Division (Ambl) operations., During the months
of February and March the unit flew 7,365 sorties, expended €9,975 rockets
and were credited with 1,147 enemy KIA, The vast majority of the

: expenditures and enemy KIA's were as a result of direct support to ARVUN
forces operating in IAQS,

(6) On 7 April the 6th Battalion (-), 11th Artillery and 1st
Battalion, 82nd Artillery were released from their OFCON status and re-
deployed to the 10lst Airborne Division (Ambl) area, The 5th Battalion,
Lth Artillery returned to its parent org:nization on 8 April and at that
time assumed responsibility for artillery fires in QUAG TRI Province,
All 101st Airborne Division Artillery elements departed JUANG TRI Province
and were repositioned in the division area of operations by 10 April,
During the remainder of the month Division Artillery forces supported
operation IAMSON 720 and contimued to support operation JEFFERSON GIEN/
{ONSOON PIAN 70, During April, twenty-six artillery moves were completed
and 105,756 artillery rounds and 21,837 rockets were expended,

(7) During the entire period the 1lst Battalion, 83rd Artillery,
108th Artillery Groun provided the division with 8 inch howitzer and
175mm gun artillery suppart. The battalion had a mission of general
support - reinforcing the 10lst Airtorne Division Artillery.

(8) Division Artillery units were »mpositioned during the reporting
period as listed telow:

DATE UNIT FROM 0

10 Nov A/2-320 Veghel Birmingham
4 Jan D/2-320 Eagle Birmingham
L Jan B/2-320 Birmingham Eagle

g Jan A/2-319 rakkasan Evans

8 Jan C/2-319 Evans Rakkasan
28 Jan B/2-320 Eagle Veghel

30 Jan B/2-11 Veghel Zon

4 Feb B(-)/2-11 . Zom*" Veghel
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DATE UNIT FROM I0

8 Fedb B(~)/7-11 Veghel Bastogne
8 Feb C(~-)/2-11 Brick Arsemal
10 Feb B(~)/2-11 Bastogne Anzio

11 Feb B(-}/2-11 Bastogne Zon

12 Feb A/2-320 Birmingham Rerdervous
16 Feb C(~)/2-11 -’ Brick Arseml
22 Feb A/2-320 Rendezvous Normandy
23 Fed B(~)/2-11 Zon Norma ndy
24 Fed B/2-320 Veghel Eagle

25 Peb A/2-319 Evans Mai Loc
25 Feb B(-)/2-11 Anzio Bastogns
26 Feb B/2-320 Eagls Jack

26 Feb B/2-319 Jack Evans
27 Feb B/2-319 Evans A2
28 Feb c(-)/2-11 Eagls Mai loc
28 Fed C(~)/2-11 Brick Eagle

1 Mar €/2-319 Rakkasan Carroll
1 Mar c(-)/1-321 Los Banos Phu Rai
2 Mar D/2-320 Birmincham Rakkasan
2 Mar C(=)/1-321 Fhu Bai Eagle

., Mr C(~)/2-11 Tomahawk Brick

4 Mar B/2-319 A-2 Anne

16 Mar A/2-319 Mai Loc WD742441
18 Mar A(=)/2-320 Normandy Spear

19 Mar A/2-319 XD7L2441 Mai Loc
20 Mar A(=)/2-11 Rakkasan Evans
21 Mar B(-)/2-11 Bastogne Ka thryn
27 Mar A/2-319 M2i Loc Sarge
22 Mar A(=)/2-320 Spear Normendy
24 Mar A/1-321 Arseml Eagle
27T M A(=)/1-321 Eagle Blitz

1 Apr A(-)/2-11 Svans Bastogne
2 Apr A(~)/1-321 Blitz Spear

3 Apr A(-)/1-321 Eagle Spear

8 Apr D/2-320 Rakkasan Eagle

8 Apr B/2-319 Anne rakkasan
8 Apr B/2-320 Evans Jack

8 Apr €/?-319 Carroll Evans

G Amr D/2-320 Eagle Bastogne
9 Apr A/2-319 Sarge Evans

9 Apr A/1-321 3pear Fhu Baj
10 Apr c(=)/2-11 Mal Loc Bastorne
10 Apr A(=)/2-11 Bastogne Evans
11 Apr A/2-319 Evans Glidiator
11 Apr 8(-)/2-11 Normandy Ka thryn
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DATE UNIT FRO 10

1?2 Apr A/1-721 Phu Bai Tomehawk
12 Apr c/1-321 Tomshuwk Phu Bai

1 Apr C/7=320 , Eegle Birmingham
13 Apr A/2-320 Normandy Eagle

1. Apr C(=)/2-320 Sirminsham Fury

16 Apr C/2-320 Fury Birmincham
17 Apr c/R-11 : -’ Brick - Norm:nAy
23 Arr a(-)/2-11 Evans Gladiator
26 Apr ‘ A(=)/2-11 Rakkasan Evans

77 Apr o /2.11 Vathryn Maureen

28 ipr A{-)/1-321 Tomahawk Lang Co

30 ire 4/2-320 Eagle Reach

(9) In addition to the tactical moves listed shove, the ™ivision
Artillsry conductad six artillery raids during the period to exrloit
current intelligence, The raids were conduc*=d by mrvinc to a forward
fire base, expending on wredetermined tarpets und extraciing before
d:.rk, Raids were conducted as indicated *elow:

JATE TUIT FRIY 0
Z0 Nov D/2-320 Eagle Teghel

12 Dec D/2-320 Zagle Pistol

19 Dec A/2-320 Birningcham Maureen
14 Tan 3/2-11 Bustogne Norvandy
29 Jan r/2.11 Bzstogne Blaze

25 Yar D/2-32- Rakkacsan Glaciator

(10) Cannon artillery Ammunitisn Zxpendi*res;

November 82,049
Decenber 03,95
January 85,221
February 10L,716
March 118,386
April 105,757
TOTAL 590, 09L

(11) Aerial Rocket Artillery Zxpenditures:

Sorties Rockets Zxpendsd

Movenber 2,188 10,910
Decenber 2,215 13,15
Jamary 3,044 21,260
February 3,756 35,364
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