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lGlst Airborne~:~loi! i.(J1J.1fuob1le) 
APO San Francisco 96383 

(AMBL) 

AVDG-AV-DC 30 April 1971 

SUBJ~T: Opex:ational Report of 159th Aviation Battalion (ASH) (AMBL) 
for period ending JO April 1971 (RCS CSFDR) (RI) (U) 

THRlJ: Commanding Officer 
CL•\~·:--.i; 'Ii.,~, -----' lOlst Aviation Group (CBT) 

ATTN: AVDG-1.C 
APO San Francisco 96JSJ 

' 1 . ~. -, . 

'ID: Conunanding General 
lOlst Airbonie Division 
ATTN: AVDG-CG-H 
APO San Francisco 96383 

1. (C) Section I Operations: Significant Activities: 

a. Significant ccrnmand changes during this period vere: 

(1) LTC George F. Newton remained the Battalion Commander. 

(2) MaJ'Richard F. Kneiss assmned the duties of Battalion 
Executive Officer on 4 November thru 19 December 1970. 

(3) L'l:c Charles H. Hiller assumed tho duties of Battalion 
Ex:ecutive Officer on 28 February 1971. 

(4) cPT John A. Marshak assumed the dutios of Battalion 
Adjutant on 5 February 1971. 

(5) CPT Gary L. Willifltns assumed the dutios of Bat.t6lion 
S-2 Officer on 6 November 1970. 

(6) MAJ '.Ihornas J. Takayama assumed the duties of Battalion 
S-4 Officer on 6 December 1970. 

(7) CPT Robert D. Enyeart assumed the duties of Battalion 
Flight Operations Officer on 25 October 1970. 

(8) lL'f Frod P. Shields assumed the duties of Battalion 
Signal Officer on 20 November 1970. 

(9) CW2 James o. Scott assumed the duties of Battalion· 
Avietion &ifety Gfficer on 14 Novanber 1970 thru 1 February 1971. 

(1) 
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(10) CW2 Ron ;ibl l\.t~~ asstnned the duties of Bettalion ---
Aviation Safety Officer on 1 February 1971. 

(11) 2LT George C. IeF.l.uer assumed the duties of Battalion 
Liaison Officer on 25 October 1970 thru 14 April 1971. 

(12) WOl Richard L. Bettien assumed tho duties of Battalion 
Lioison Officer on 2 December 1970 thru 14 April 1971. 

(13) lLT Alan Pursche assumed the duties of Battalion Liaison 
Officer on 14 April 1971. 

(14) CPT Michael Bain assumod the duties of Battaliion Liaison 
Officer on 14 April 1971. 

(15) lLT Robert A. Fredette asstnned the duties of Battalion 
Assistant Adjutant on 8 December 1970. 

(16) CW2 Billy I. Scott assumed the duties of Battalion Motor 
Maintenance Officer on 27 March 1971. 

(17) lLT L!irry F. Fl-eivald assumed the duties of Bl)ttalion 
Assistant S-2 on 9 Docember 1970. 

(18) CPT Gerhard Weis essumed the duties of BatUilion Avfotion 
l>'iaintenance Officer on 12 March 1971. 

(19) MAJ fred H. Hope assumed the duties of Commanding Officer 
Company A on 4 Novetnber 1970. thru 21 April 1971. 

(20) MAJ Fredrick L. Ross assumed the duties of Commanding Office 
Company A on 21 April 1971. 

(21) MAJ Hoke s. Gt:trrett assumed the duties of Cor:tmonding Officei 
Cornpony B on 20 December 1970. 

(22) M},J Thomas L. Berta assumed the duties of Commanding Office1 
Compony C on 4 December 1970. 

(23) MAJ Franklin L. Hunt ossumed the duties of Canmanding Off:!.cc 
478th Aviation Compony on 7 January 1971. 

b. Unit Strength as of 30 April 1971: 

(1) Nilitery: 
Subordinate 
--1!niL 
HHC 
Co A 
Co B 
Co C 
478th 

Officer WO !2-1 
.Auth O/H Aµth Oi1:! !YJill_ O/H 
14 16 2 3 74 96 
9 D 27 17 198 182 
9 12 27 17 198 184 
9 13 27 17 198 159 

' .µ . 11 .· l? .: ,'U. •J P4 '139 
l.-> L "-. '~-· .; ___ (:2)<;) "__;,.: J ~ b ~) 

'l'OT.i.L 
}luth O/l! 

89 115 
234 212 
234 213 
234 189 
160 163 
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;.vDG-AV-D•· e ..._ ·... f 30 .!.pril 1971 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 159'tff""Aviation attnlion (Agr) (AMBL) 

for perioul}~f~ (Olp~}(tJ1~~ (RCS CSFOR) (RI) (U) 

(2) Civil l~lllf\~Jiritu 
Subordinate 
_1!nj__t __ 
HHC 
Co A 
Co B 
Co C 
478th 

DAG VN JD NATL Contractor 
Al1th MI Auth OlJ~ _Auth _..Qin _Au=-t=h,___.....;;O ...... /H~ 

0 0 3 3 0 0 0 0 
0 0 4 4 0 0 0 2 
0 0 5 5 0 0 0 1 
0 0 5 4 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Total includes supporting TC Detachments 

C. Casualties: Casualties sustained by the units of the 159th 
Aviation Battalion during the period 1 November 1970 thru 30 April 1971 
were ns follows: 

Nov Dec ·Jan Feb Mar Apr 
Died Non-Battle 0 0 0 5 0 0 
Died Host5.lo l•ction 0 0 0 6 0 0 
Wounded Hostile Action 0 0 0 1 4 0 
Niss ing Hostile Action 0 0 0 0 0 0 

d. A1i1ards and Docortitions during the period 1 November 1970 thru 
JO i•pril 1971. A total of 1098 recor.mendations for awards were submitted 
and a totnl of 1804 were received. T'ne following is e breakdm.m of awards: 

~1ARD SUBMITTED RECEIVED ----DFC 94 J 
SM 1 l 
BS (V) ,, 0 0 
BS 268 557 
AM (V) 134 4 
AN 232 607 
ACM 341 630 
ACM (V) 28 0 

e. Fducation: Continous enrollment by personnel of this conrnmnd in 
U&'l.FI and other courses at the local education centers. Increased emphasi: 
on GED proeram hns been implomented. 

= --
(J) 
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SUBJECT: Operationall~Mf\~f ~5910,,t.rtrltG"ril\attalion {ASH) (AMBL) 

For period t;flf{',JCj_;fP\()\)l' l~SFOR) (RI) (U) 

f. Rest and Recupe1·otion: Tho R'.ill utilization rate for 1 November 
to JO April 1971 wns 77'.~ bnsed on tho following information: 

Total ollocotion 418 
Totcl filled 306 
Total turn-·ba cks 112 
H&R No-Shows 3 
R&:R (In-Country) allocations 52 
Total filled 52 

g. Special Services: Uni ts have sufficient athletic equipment 
to support an aggressive A&R program. 

h. Aircraft Status as of 30 li.pril 1971: SEE TJ\.B A 

i. Civic Action: The Battalion S-5 has been continuing with phase 
II of the Ci vie Action Plan. With the current emphasis on troop with­
drawal more emphasis has been placed on self support. 

(1) The Battalion is currently conducting two weeUy Madcaps. 

(2) The wookly Medcop in Vinh loc District has been cut back 
fron two different missions to one. Having completed training in correct 
hospital procedures more emphasis is being placod on the proper treet·· 
ment and dispensing of medical supplies while conducting Hedcaps in the 
surrounding villages. 

(3) A s,econd weekly Medcap program, in Hue, Phu Vinh, District 
III, hos been very successful. These Hedcaps are held at four sites in 
the District III nrea on a rotational basis. The medical trentTient is 
perfonned by the Vietnamese with medics from the 159th Avn Disp. to 
ndvise if necessary. 

(4) The Battnlion supports two orphanages, Tu Heu and An Khan, 
on an occasional 'ba~;:i_s. When ever food, clothing, or lumber is made 
availacle it is immediately distributed to the two orphanages. 

( 5) The Battnlion hns contributed to several different funds 
or projects dnrinc thi.s reporting period. 

(a) In early November, 2100 pounds of barbed wire 
and concertina wire wns contributed to the Vinh I.oc District to help 
reinforce several police stations in the area. 

(b) In the first week of December 1 this Battalion 
c contributed lumber, tin 1 and other materials to help rebuild Phong Dien 

Elementary School, which had been damaged by heavy rains • 

of clot.h:inc, 1l!ld 
Orphona ge s. 

(c) Th.iring Christm~s. qQ.,_pound.s of candy, 50 pounds 
75 pc\lmid~~~f':. food wb's:~~.n~1butod to 'fu Mnu and .An Khanh 

~ J) 6 ,., ' I'' . . . ·. . • ·'-~ _, ~~ ........ r . , ___ p _, .. ~ • ·- ·--· -

(4) - me_. ZR 
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~WDG-.AV--DC .._ 30 .. l.pril 1971 
SUBJZCT: Operational Report of 159th .Aviation Battalion (MR) (AMBL) 

for period °f1~•f'1;•iji'~~~t.11flt.0FOR) (RI) (U) 

(d)b1L'tlt\a,fi~1h>~rhritut.ed ~'.·245 .00 U .s. Currency 
to the 1971 'l'et Doner Deposit fund, leading ell other Battalion sized 
units in 2nd Bdc or lOlst Avn C1:> in donations. 

(6) Our assigned project area, Vinh Ioc District, has been 
declared self supporting with no new construction projects planned. 

j. Combat Oper~tions: 

(1) During this period, the Bottolion continued to support 
the lOlst Airborne Division (Airmobilo) ond other allied forces vith 
medium and heav:v lift helicopter support for helilifts of trocps, artill-· 
ery, supplies, and equipment. Additionally, the bnt talion provided all tb 
medirnn ond heavy lift support for Ic.~son 719, transporting 24,618 tons 
of cargo, 9,990 passengers, 1110 medevocs, nnd recovering 242 aircraft. 

(2) Statistical Dato is shown in Tab B. 

(3) Docau.se most of the firobases in the AO are located on 
ridcc lines in mountninous terrain the plannine and success of our suppor~ 
is quite dependent upon weather conditions. During the months of November 
through March, weather deloyed approximately 50% of the sorties flo'Wil :in 
the J...O. ·when possible flights were made under instrlunent conditions, but 
this wos dependent upon whether the mission was adaptable to IFR flight. 
The only t[-lcticol missions that could consistently bo flown tmder IFR con-· 
dHionn Yflre f1E1re drops. Hnny flights wero flown at low altitudes and re 
duced oi:-:•speeds because of lov ceilings and restrictions to visibilit;1. 
This tech11ique inq:reased tho percentoge of tacticol miss ions completed dur 
ing the monsoon season, but it also mcreased the vulnerability of the 
aircrnft to hostile fire. 

(4) Somo problems are still prevalent in regard to planning 
and coordinntion of missions. The problems most :frequently encountered 
are improper call-sir;ns nncl frequencies, loads not ready or non--e..--.::istant 
and rsd:.os not being mon-i.tored. In response to these problems DISCOH 
pub:Ushcd a Ti!(;~:;snri:u to the FSSE 1 s which stated that all CH-47 resupply 
miosi.:ms tlrnt aro not. ri.r:f'Cd nnd ready whon the aircraft arrives; have 
no radio contod, or the W!'ong callsign nnd frequency ot the PZ or LZ; or 
some other r1o~;cr<JpDncy t.b1t prevents the mission from being flown as 
scheduled will be concelJ.ed for t.1-iat dny by the movement control center, 
DI SCOH. 

(5) The Battalion participated in battery raid operations dur­
ing the bric: f periods of good weGthor. The battery rlilid was a closely 

~ coordinated move between lift, gun and heavy lif't aircraft. The technique 
uszd was to ossualt on infantry ;unit in a fire support base followed by an 
nrtj.ller.v b<.ittC:Jr.v. The battery was put on the fire base in the shortest 
por:c.folc tj mo usinE', the TnllXimum nm1ber of aircr3ft feasible depending on 
the flight t:in1e from tho PZ to the r.z. The battery would conduct fire 
missions on su;,pectocl oneuw locni.ions throur;hout. tho dey. Late in the 
afternoon, the battery would be extracted using the same tactics used 
during the insertion. The prime consideration in operotions of this sort 

wou~ the went}~:~[\.·~- __ : ~~'--', _ ~·~ ~ ~:,,TJ -.,£ www;;oi.W~ 
.... 
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A 'DCt.\ ,,-- ---._8 '· VDG-AV- ·· - - . 30 J~pril 1971 
SJBJECT: Operational Report of 159th .Aviation Battalion (ASH) (AMBL) 

for period endf11\lf'tr?j ~~Jt!ft::JjR) (RI) (U) 
Ilarginel weather days woMJ ~cYh; c\,~~ Je ~~nttery raid operations 
due to the possibility of the weather closing in leaving the battery 
without resupply. 

k. Training: 

(1) The battalion continues to mako maxi...~um utilization of 
ARRTS school quotas, with a 100% fill. 

(2) Newly assign.Ed aviators in this headquarters are transi­
tioned into tho OE-bi\ ns '<'-':.'.l !-: s !,cssiblc, in order to fulfill the 
mission o.:f this hn;_1c~'}t1Ur·ters n;·_,:i ~rn~· t,i !.ion. These transitions are very 
difficult. to ncc~mplish becai.:se ·i.:tL -w1it does not have an OH-6A ;I:P 
nssigncd !inC: there hos been o continuing shortage of IP 1s vithin the 
di vision. 

(3) Noxirnu.'11 OJT, and cross training is conducted for personnel 
jn tho bnttolion. 

(4) ;, continous program of training SIP 1s,, IF 1 s, and instrument 
IF' s b beinc: conducted in order to keep the proficiency tmd instrument 
certification of i:hc nviators in this battalion up to dote. 

(5) Bni:tcilion stoff visits were made to oll companies during 
th±s period t.o insure thnt cperational procedures were in occordunce 
vi th pertinent directives and rogulotions. 

(6) The battalion has inclement weather training schedules end 
prepared lessons to insure utilization of tine which would othorwiric; be 
wnsted. 

;· • , .. ·: •. ~i s;u, AvifJt.:.1·1 BottnJ.ion_, procosses t'lll cleerences 
fc-.. y.11•.·.1 ~_.r .... !'.'·•·.. - ·' '·· ... ,.,.. .-., •. ,.-,, h·1 ~ l'f'·:-,...~.·;',··r·\-~-" ,,,·]·,..,,,.,_, ... ,.~ mven 

_ _1.:.. ! .•t! .. · '· :. 11 ·- ...... _ . .1 ...... ~ . .1. ... t;:~-.J • ~-'f'·- J_ .. _ -·l.i.E) ... <·· "::' e::..1. 
to o.i:.~ , ... ·· .. '•< 0·j1:' •!:/···1·~ .:::: ~··-:•":.•,--:rt':: .. Qcr:·Gnt status :,.f' c1ecrnr.ces 
CL f·:.1,' i: -'. ":•_ '. ; -. _:, ~- ". .. 

• ~.: "'-·:· .. '~: :: ~"··· ~F.t ,,.;_"'tr.rl ~:::·L;_y 'Ti.;;i ts to e~ch ~c:~102ny to brief 
CI):·:;-rJ.;_·.~-· r·· .. :.~l -_ ,·.-: .. -::-·:::~ .~;··;~···''.:·t ~:t~·: .. :L,t:cr.1. in tl10 }.Ois<·. n-~\J~_~:ion AO. 
f\;·>1·;·,·i.:-~'- .:··.'. ....... :,~L.~ .. -.:.-~r.r~:·.:: 0..:·~1. deg is prf;sc:l·i..E:.J All.Ch '.JO:;k to 
,._[::._ :•·';::.:'L-~ .• ~: '·" •,,•.";~: .. ,•.::,. -:'.'i~··- :.:. ·.nc ··(hr.r key p8rs~w.i:ol. 1\s o result 
i.'1·_, ,1,;·,-., ,.t· , .. ·.::·:~n -·~,,r -t. ·1.:r; ·:.;_-th:; grount fire hns significantly 

(6) 
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A VDG-A V--DC ~ . . . . e 30 A ri~ ~ 971 

SUBJECT: Operational fj:rm.'. fh. _o/ J,,;59-:~ AJ.r.~~ttalion (ASH) (AMBL) 

for period ~J1~ftj~L'f-t331r rc11FDR) (RI) (U) 

m. Physical Security: 

(1) All c~_ay,11ores and hand flares are kept under direct 
control of 11Alfa CP ". A W·3crpr,~.: ·:heck is held after each guard mount. 
All hand5Tenades ha"le beeri :i.-errn V9d from the bunkerline and stored in 
HAlfa cpn am.1110 bunker. The b~slc load of H--60, H--16, and M .. 79 ammo 
for e.1cn bw~kc.· is secured during the da.v at each bun.1<.er. A weekly 
a:rr~muni tol" inspnction is performed by each company supporting the 
bunkerline. 

(2) All fifty--one fougasse positions have been re-sandbagged 
and rewired. Old claymores have been replaced. Seventeen huschfiares 
have been installed. Seventeen AR.A markers hsve been installed. A new 
detonation system was placed in each bunker. Towar #2 was put back 
in operation. An additional lighting system is now being installed. 

(3) The mortar pi ts are under direct control of "Alfa CP". 
The;y run c1·ew drills on an average of twice a woek. 

n. Logistics: 

(1) With the ending of the monsoon seE?son in Feb-Mar 71, work 
again started on the new revetments and rump extension in North Phu Bai. 

(2) Moro i tams of oquipmont have arrived for the consolidated 
mes::: hall at I'fort:-. Phu Bai. A ceiling was constructed in the kitchen area 
nm th0 sercflns hnve been replaced where necessery to control the flies. 
Work hns start::d on the drainage from tho kitchen area. Approval has been 
obtnined to prd n L tl\e interiors but work ho~ not commenced due to the non­
tivnilnbility 01' the paint required. A critical shortage is in the area 
of f'ro~en fooci_ e~·c::.nnts. 

( -:-. '\ 
'• - .- .'f':-ator support by -PA&E has net improved during the re­

pc·:r- t:.r:?; :f:•J:j.~'.'~" i'.i.~ nrcas in North Phu Bai have o.xperienced frequent 
F''k _;·.p l.ct1s;:;, : · '':.h the onset of the hot i..reat:i1or, mo:::-e frequent power · 
;·,:.~.!-~, --~s can br.. •:' ... t::cted due to the increased usA of :f,qr:n" e:ir--conditioners 
~:1.; Y'l vr:tel:v·-.· n.·_ ,·: "l'efrigcr.<Jt.nrs. Prolonged power -f'.ij __ ~_u:rcs will affect th• 
r:~;"- ;cells mo~;., 11·.:··'"~rsely as foods will tend to spoil fnster if not kept 
~> :fri ::·.;rated. 

(:_·) ·• _,,--, ;''J<i ;ecoived critical items of 'IDG:E equipment vi.? 
:-. - ·.h~.~ 1 -i-.'.-.u-.:,;· •; , r • ;~:ys~..::-11•:> 11 uni ts being rl::!c8j.l-:id bock to CONUS. 
Er.µ.c J .. · "'-:.! :,: .. \ ·•: J ·-,!'l -~1<s unit visited the uni tc. car,,cernod to effect the 
·(r:ms.!:'c:.·:; ri •. ·, , ---.< ;::h1 for all tr~nsportation to this location. 

<\;. (• : " ·•• ·r".>nertv hooi:s were r-01d~ for this unit nnd its three 
TC De+.".! ~;...,:l':•'.'.' : ':J..,; ffi 700 ... 20 '"'=! s ·!".:~ :·i veJ during this repcrting period. 
Ch:in[nf: ·c:o _; ,1:. :; r,:.o · nur:illers nnCi RIGC codes were posted to the property 

~ ,., 
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AVDG-AV-DC .,, , ,,,...-- ~ , .30 April 1971 

SUBJECT: Operotiom1l HeuA~f(ln~~~t:to:.!iattali~n (Am) (AMBL) 

for period trl~\JLf-\5Slf (f.1JSFOR) ~RI) (u) . 

(6) Preliminary preporations l.1ere made to incorpara'to the 
'lC Detechrnent<; as a mr.dntenance platoon witllin ench line company': Final 
trcnsfer of property from the TC Dotachments to 159th Avn Bn (Ag:i) will 
be effected upon receipt of the Genernl Order and H'IOE and arri vol of the 
0ffoctive dote of deactivation of the TC Dotachments. 

(7) Due to the efforts of the documentntion and research clerks 
in the Brittalion S--4 section in editing nll requests from the compnnies 
prior to submitting requests to our s~'Pport units, this has experienced a 
drnstie reduction in the nwnbor of requests boing returned without action 
because of errors. 

(8) In order to botter account for property, this 'lmit has 
required all hand-receipt nnd sub-h~nd receipt holders to conduct a 100% 
physical inventory of nll property held by them every sixty days. This 
policy has ~nde all personnel much more conscious of their responsibility 
for property occountobility of all property for -which they are responsible. 

(9) During this reportin!!, period, o new policy wos implemented 
pertaining to demand supported ond ™··nuthorized PLL procedures for ground 
mainten~nce activities. Because the new requirement is to hove three de­
nvmds per 180 doy period to retDin an i tern on the existing PLL and six 
demands in a 180 dny period to odd on item to the PLL, this unit has re­
duced i t.s PLL frou a totnl of 12ll lines to the present 249. Repair pnrt:s 
on hand which vere deleted as o result of this chonge in policy have been 
prepcrcd for turn in to the direct support unit. Mon.y thousands of dollars 
of r(~pnir ports will be returned to the supply system os a result of this 
change. 

o. Ma intenonce 

(1) Du:i;-ing the Period 1 November 1970 through 30 April 1970, 
this b1:ittolion maintained o high operational rendy rote and mission per-· 
formnnce capability despite the exceptionally high flying hour program 
resulting from Lan Son 719. The flying hour averoge increased signifi­
cantly compared to the last reporting period. 

(2) Work was completed on converting the CH..47C 1 s Yi th 'L-11 
engines, back to small C configuration. The battalion is now having the 
remnining C--rainus aircraft converted to the 11 supor" C configuration with 
T.-7C ene;iner:. As the aircraft come into the #18 PMP, they are turned in 
to the Air Vietnam facility in Saigon for retrofit. A replacement "Super" 
C is U1en issued. During this period, one (1) C-minus Ch-47 wcs turned 
:in for retrofit under this program. 

("·· :.\~:.in('. tho reporting period, a totnl of 130 PMP 1 s were 
performed r,r. Cl~-.. :~'7 1 s, 21 on CH-54 1 s, and 3 on OH-6A 1 s. 

(4) TI1e 478th Avn. Co. gained three (.3) CH-54's in November 
1970. CH.--54 66-18410 wns transferred froI!'. the 478th to the 355th Avn. Co., 
and the 355th trnnsforred CII.,54 1 s 67--18414, 67ll8431, 68·-18434, and 68-1844'.: 
to tho 478th /,vn, Go, . -,. :''\~ r1, en 

['\, :' 1 , : , , , , ' , • .;.·-----.. __ _ 

~ U 1: \J \.:.J ·~,~>--ts)· ~ ~-- , 
~. ~ 



.. --_, --=-·-.. ~--.. ... --
~ ,..,,.., . 

AVDG-AV--DC ' l"'""'"""''villllrte-•.-.•: .•._•. • .. ---. "J. ~ 30 April 1971 
SUBJECT: Operotional Report of 159th Avintion Battalion (M3II) (ANBL) 

for porioJlla" \[C: C/!S~ini-.-· hlDfnn~. csroR) (RI) (u) l 'I .-. \.:'.~. rl 
( 5) Two · · ' nJ lA3 Lp vided by 34 th General Supt. 

Gn. to assist the bottalion in performing PM:P 1 s on the CH-47 aircraft. One 
of these teams, (nine personnel) has been assisting the 179th Aslt • Supt. 
Hel. Co. (OPCON to 159th ASHB) since 6 Nor 71 and has completed three #12 
FHP 11 s and 1 #14 PMP. Another teom consisting of 7 personnel has performed 
14 PNP 1 s for A Co, 159th ASHB since 7 Feb 71. 

(6) A 4 man civilian :modification tet:1m arrived at the battalion 
~8 ,Tnnuary 71, for the purpose of llt'plying MWO 55--1500-210--40/2, (Reinforo-­
inc; Aft Pylon Forward Crown Foiring). As of 30 April, 14 CH--47 1 s have had 
the.: MWO applied in A Co. 

(7) The nvnilnbility during this reporting period wns os follow.st 

hLG__Tun_ci 
GH-.47C 
CH-54A 
OH-61'. 

~ 
12,698 

2,099 
931 

(8) On 25 April, a grounding TWX was received on the CH-47C 
aircraft. 111e 1WX number was 2308507 Apr 71. The message advised of the 
reduction in the ovorhmil interval ('IBO) for tho 114D 2200-1 through -·6 
aft transrnissionr;; from 1200 to 900 hours when used in the CH--47 D and C 
helicopters. All aircraft in the bottnlion with subject transmissions 
whose time since new or overhaul exceeded 900 hours were grounded for 
rcplnce::ient of the component no later than the next intermediate inspectior 
A total of 23 a ircroft in this battalion were affe.cted by the 'IBO :Lrlterval 
change. Four (4) had already exceeded the 900 hour adjustod 'IBO. 

(9) furl~g the reporting period~ six CH-47 1 s were lost and six 
were gained. O:f the losses, two resulted from accidents, _three from combat 
dal11'lgo 1 and one wos evacuated for retrofit. 

p. ME:Jdicol: 

{l) The 159th Aviation Dispensory currently provides direc~ 
rnedicol support fo tho following units: · 11/159, B/159, C/159, HHC/159, · 
C/101, D/101, C/2/17 Gov, B/5th Trans, and Ji Btry 4/77 I\.Hi• Bn. In addition 
·we extend flifr.t physical coverage to the following 1lllits: 478th .Avn Co, 
Lf5 Engr Bn, l'.2th ;Ji.i_; Gp. ond 2nd Bdc. Appro::imately 50 flirht physicals 
are cor:ipleted eoch :month. Our sick call runs fron 50-60 patients per day. 
We nlso co111plote flight clearances and medical groundings for the above 
no med tm:J t~; evor_y day. 

(2) The following personnel are being utilized: 
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( ')) ''" T' J~ ~t\ J .... .,or L .. ~II . i-» U . tr . . t 11 
_, l!•O --~n. ~ ir,lrt. ::>1irgeon p\.ovJ_Je°s m-servico - oinmg o a 

the r.ied:icnl porsonnol. Classes are held on ~! bi--weekly basis, and the 
~rnbjects covered Aro basic end advanced mo.t:.cnl techniques. 

(4) 'l'he 159th Av:1 Dispensary Op\'·n1t.os two Medcaps per week. 
One is held at tho ii.n Banc E::inJ.et, and one ~t district #3 in Hue. The 
nvr:rngo patic21t coverarre is :~OO- 150 per 1ri::iit. 

( 5) The 1)9th Avr: "-l:n Dispensary is n cti vely in vol vcd in the 
c!rug :imes·:.~1 prorjram. '.!.\.Jo ~'.: ":l'.:::ee persons ;ier week are Yi thdrawn 
l"-C'l<:1ic::Jl::• -~·rom drug dependenc-y ct the dispensary level. Those patients 
re:::-_ai..2'.'ing :·:ore extensive mcdic.;nl care 3re referred to B/326 Ned Co or to 
the '.'.i'.'it.h Evac Hospitnl. Tho 159th .Avn Bn has o drug team consisting of 
t\J.::. mJ isted men Yho provide support and follow-up to the members of the 
drug ,,::;ne.sty program. A drug amnesty house is currently beinr; built in the 
North Phu Bai area and will provide nddi tional support to successful drug 
amnesty patients as well as to serve as a drue information center. 

(6) A comprehensive program of sanitary inspections nnd water 
t<:::>ting of !'less focillties, clubs, und livinc areos is beinr~ conducted. 
Records nre being kept on injuries to detect trends of accident occurrances 
The flieht surgeon runs continuous checks on flight lines and aircrEift for 
.snf0ty Lcsnrdc. 

(7) ,"'-. continuous lino. of cummunication is kept Yitb t'.10 85t11 
Evac Hosp, 56th Dental Dot, 9th Mod Lab, 134 Med Det and B/.32n Ifod Co at 
both t1-:e I·:COIC Emel ore levels to insure the best possible medicnl care. 

q.. Commo: '· ~ 

(1) Operations Performed: 

'ca) Installation of a single side band Ml radio link up 
to the 478th Avn Co located at Dn Nonr:;. 

(b) Instnllntion of n 25 pair cablo and coraplet.e overhaul 
of bunker line connmmicntions within ".\lphn Sector 11

• 

(c) '1110 following operations were performecJ. in conjtmctio 
·with Iam :~on 719: 

I. Installation of n battalion forward CF and 
operations center nt tho forward nren, to include ti battnlion secure net, 
a battolion plnin net nnd a group secure net. 

'.:> II. Inst!!llEition of necessnr;,r lnnd line commoni-· 
cations to the area swi tchbonro and to the 'IDC. 

the lOlst 11vn 

III. ,\ssisted wi t..h installation and operation of 
C~. secure teletype net. 

-~tt\.\;. 
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IV. InlJ:ill\J~oM~~~1\,,i_, 'ft flt .1irborne pad for 
contact with forwnrd nrec:i operations center. 

2. (('.) SRctlon 11 Lessons learned: Commu :li?I'S Observ1:1tions, Evaluations, 
and p_,_,:;c,.mr; ·in '.b tions: 

c -.;y):::~t:i.ons: 

(1) ilircraft request by nu.111ber: 

(a) Ono problem, which can be applied to almost every typo 
opePotion, is that so!'le ground commanders ore not fully aware of how to 
utilfae the CH-54 and CH-47 to obtain maximun efficiency. On man.Y occass-.­
ions too many llircroft were requested for a given mission. It would be 
better if the supported unit gave a required co:;-iplotion time and let the 
supporting ovia tio!1 unit. determine the nmr.ber of aircraft required. 
F.requent1y less llircraft than requested could complete the mission as 
rapidly {;nd more efficiently. Tho lesson to be learned hero is th1:1t in-­
cre.'Jsing the. nwnbl'.lr of aircrnft used on a rrission does not nocossarily in-­
SUl"E: ccirlJer mission co;:1plotion. 

( ::: ) Ounslli p Support: 

(a) Ar;, adequate number of etmships are not olwo;/s available 
C.u.o to conbot damage; maintononcc problems, and other combat assool t re­
quiren1ents. Attachment of a gun company to this battalion would facili tatc 
co!"1nond and control, briefing, and coordination by making that unit directl 
responsive to the noods of CH-54 and CH-4 7 oircroft for all types of · 
missions. 

d. Orr,llnization: Nono 

o. TraininG: None 

f. Lo13isti cs: l-Jone 

g. Co!:lmimj ca +j on~: Nor:o 

f 
(11) 
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