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PHILIP A. HART 
MICHlliAN 

Mr. Michael J. Wirt 
605 West Hoover Ave. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 48103 

Dear Mr. Wirt: 

WASHINQTON. D.C. ZOSIO 

March 1, 1972 

Enclosed is a copy of the collateral report of investigation 
conducted into the CH-47A helicopter accident of October 3, 
1968 in which your brother, Sp/4 Dennis A. Wirt was killed. 

As soon as I receive the photographs and map to the report 
from the Department of the Arrrry, I will send "them on to you. 

With best wishes, 

Philip A. Hart 

Enclosures 

CDMMITTDll• 
COMMERCE 
.JUDICIARY 

.. 



' 

' 

I~ 
REl'l.YTO 
A""1tHfl0H Of't 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310 

DAJA-LTD-C 1968/10398 

Honorable Philip A. Hart 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

I. 0..MAR 1972 

Re: Aircraft Accident - 3 October 1968 (SP4 Dennis A. Wirt) 

Dear Senator Hart: 

In accordance with our letter of 28 February 1972, inclosed are the 

photographs and map on the above-captioned aircraft accident in which 

SP4 Dennis A. Wirt was killed. 

2 Incl 
Photos 

& Map 

Sincerely yours, 

~·)($~ 
/~~c~ 

Colonel, JAGC 
Chief, Litigation Division 
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DIPdJllSlf • BS l1«'l 
BWlCIJ&ftSRS 1S! CA'flm' DlYISIOlf (Alm!fJID) 

AJlO Sm J'z••'mo ~ 

24 Bovem.ber 1968 

a. An .Air Faroe C-TA (6'4153) n.. fato tha 1'9ar zrotar ~ U., CJl-471. 
(61-9041) at ~ 16Ja ~ 3 Oetlobar ~ abod 2 - ' Jd''Wten 
Bl ·et C.-p ...... JllB ( .. lfO B)• 

la. n.a ,.... m .....-J.wra w ta. MO.idmat. A~ 'ld c is a lift ot 25 
·-JU... all ~._law bee~ ftimt _. 11•1he CH-47A 
- 14 - tbe a-1.a. . ·. . 

o. ee •la'thar a..-w at c., &w d :tbs time ~ tt. 9'1d"-* _.. 
olear• w11h a 30tOOO foot ef]:hrc- (M TADD). 

cl. Air ...... 0-7J; (6'415J) took ott to 1ibe --- - ftl'MQ" 36. "Vito-
-- a'9h1 1H• (8118 UB s-1 tllN B-11) .... _. tl8 td:otftn bd.ttatecl a oUmb­
inc r.1&h' tmn at lea tlml ~ :feat ., llltitar)e 3m" 9nw pueSng .. ..,. 
or the zmMQ• ..i. cUA ~ oUalt 1llltil. 11' eo>tt«• vtth the kl:lll 
OJl-4TA (~). , . 

. ·~ 
·7:-....... 
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.~-;>:-~: 
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.. !he atand•t\t !bod. 1ISng dajiUke JllNIM•N bllt 0., 8-- Atd1eJ4 
1a a ~ elfa1t efW ...-.ott io 1000 te.t ~ to ..., • ._ 9da J&'O­
oe41ae .. p611-... ail~ on 18 labrcm) 19'8 1a a latte. &1~ 
qtar ..... let~~ (AH)• --~· .AU TnftJo ~ C-.p Bwana,· 
4&to4 11 ~ 19'8 (8M BB r). !be Jet'- vu oJue1t.ta4 ~ . 
-.... t1E 2 inrtl..-ru '1llWl t!eplot ~ 11Dit looatiana on amp mnns.. 

~ -... ~ ·-

~.. .U. Ou-.f.7A (ti],.9041) vaa Oil the ~ ~ 41Y.latoa 1ma :na 
( ... •bectnle at mo). It bad &lr&rta4 i.z ..._. (!1>4"9) emocde te eamp 
Bw tw 1.Ung o ._ ASP. !be ASP 1a 1ocate4 • tile amtbata ..sge or 
a_, Bt...,, &bod 1000· me'1ira ..... ~ rm., ·36. (Sea map d !a B) • 

c- c-. hims ,._,,.,a tcwtir W ~ oon\:ao\ 'With C-TA (6"9975') at 
the UM it ekrW 1ta ~f aU. ~ ._. 1111t oantaot after tbe aix­
caft .. ~ (s.e ftB z-5). 

h.. Camp E9aM AUfte1d __. ba4 DO ~ w1'11 the CJJ..4TA (~),. 

t. \Illa aim'att oo••de ot tilOb abOnft vaa OOD114aocl _. hta ilml4-
1&tie ..,.,,.. to ta. a Mpq llldllecl am wU cpa11fte4 oiattai'. (s. 1'.AB »-19 
~ Sw21). It !a 1llpoUibla to 4et.Mmtm whtoh tWiator vae ao-.n.~ at tlat 
ocmt.\rola al ... ~ at ...... ~ the aoct4cit. 

j. vt-.. etatm 1:a (_. UB a). ml h !'all~ or oo>Jtnon intt•ta ... the·- d Mltller.abanft,... -- ot .. l'ftlleDll9 ~the -­
- lllUl ,,...O]T 1b& .,..,. 1Mt u1 snt. 

... lloth ~ bs.d ~ 01'9W8 at th8 Ume at tta aoo1dent. ft& ncm-1 
aw~- a Cl1-47A 1a ftw1 ~ eo m~ pilot/~ tligbt ~. 
_.., otdet 8Dl fPlll'JR• J. DftlS!al onv tmr a C-TA le tour• ai.mnft • mm/ 
pilot. ~ OftV aid.et .. i ........ . 

,. tJIPl!iS. 

a. Air Peroe G-'tJ. (6,..,,.,,) cU4 ~into~ J!9e rote o'E A'J!IJfT CB-.fTA 
(~) al app:Gldatllq 1610 mar.. 3 Oatober l9'8t- abollfs 2 - ' t:il,,..ms 
SSB d Cmp ham, 1l1L 

1-~ • t Mlt:lee --1.W A-. tta. &ir Gr&9Ja. 

.. '!be - of tlda ~..._,be p'IMOct ~ - .,,, .. 
~..., •lt!\w • wd.t. A OCllbimtion ~ r..-. ~to 
tida "OO'l•-n __, 

(1) bll1IN ot tba C-TJ. pf.lot to .toU.. J;lllblifbecJ atdie1d. 4ajm:&i1Ke 
JR'fl-1m•:lf t.a.. olialJ IJt.ft!cbt oat te 1000 t'-" pdw to ~ 

. . •"'": ... ·· - . - - ~..-: . -~·-.---. 
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tllNJt1'fi ao'Jla'tlmlJ. l»n•Ugdioa (CJB-4'11. (Gaf041)) 

(2) 1ailm9 ol l»otb tba- C-TA ml C&-4TA .... te -~ wdtar 
bat1So· 1a a~~_._ 8114 4ft'Mt -1•M la 

4. -n. ~u. .,_ not."', ad t111 t"'""8lts.cn ~ ·u~ 
.,..... .. peG'wl..,. 1Wdlit.r.ll&ldllft .. ·~ 

4.. 

1'. A ermUmdng ~ td ~lie t.p1_,w at ml.it 1nel ..-es1.,,. tbe .1a,tl0eeimoe ~ '9iam.1 obetiwatia '7 all arw ~ at all 
tim••··~·~ 

o. 1- pa\lSMUm ot C.-p.,.. .tr t&-8ttJa CIOFitM>l Jl'OOid" aa, 

4. A JMto&mph of 1rbA Caa;p ham·~ vi-Wat •l ~ 
iateattaa -1 ft on• 1-. ~·• ifla· 1'51at·~. ~.&DI. 
1Ja6a._...on ~ tt.. i~bad~.~ 1119 Del>. Speef"1-$~ ~. tarinmtton 
~ IJ!aOt:lal J.arochw.~ ~'-~ .· . . . 

.... Da~ M.T18tm air 1attio UG&tn4le&w (ta •·iJl*atoft) a4T1a all 
tmna:l«lt ·ftmad -- at'MNft et ..,,,, ••• et.al .. 4-partmo ia:.tnr.s 
~- ---~ be'.bW ~ titd;rol]... . 

a lDel. 
(~at ...... 1ma) 

DVAID L KBlUQllml( um.·-.. 
'LI ....... M .. :om..r 

. - ---- -.... 
¥ - --•• ~ • 
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AYDAAO 18 February 1968 

SUBJBC!t Air Tratfio Control, Cup ham 

' 
!01 DISTRIBU'fioH 

1. Thia itttter. eatablisb&a air trattic ·control at·eup Svana. The 
demd.t,' t4 belicopter and ·1'1Dd vine. \raf'tic dari.ng. dq and night vn, 
mrgiDal. VFR, and I1R conditions, and f'riendJ¥ art:Ul.er;r. f'irirJg ·out ot 
Camp Evans require• that traffic patterns are followed to mintain trat­
f'ic safety. Aircratt v1ll coat.act Ivana Tower !or ent1'1" into or operation 
iD the ETana Cont.'"'QJ. Zone and for landing or take o£t inatructioms to or 
from Camp Bvana. 

2. Prequenciast 

a. :Ivana Towr (operational. 2h hours a day): 
P'M 16.1 

UHF 252.1 

b. Ivans OCA (operational approx. 06.30 - 1900 hrs1 other times 
on request by contact vit.b Ivana Tower. Allow 15 min from time o! requeat 
unt:il OCA 1a operational..): 

FM 48.6 . 
umr )67.0, 301.3, 2h3.o 
VBr 121.5 

J. Fiad viDg trat'!io s 

a. Trattie pattern altitud81 1000 ft 

b. Trat.fic ?Lt.tam !or both north and south landing will be east 
ot rmIE7. 

c. ill departure• will use nortbeaat and southwest turnout. 

d. on taka off' F/V aircraft Will cli:d:> atraight out to 1000 f't 
prior to tumout. 

4. Rotar,y wing tftti'ioa 

.. 
.. 

l. 
~ 

·~ 

., 
, .. 
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:. (-. , j . ·· .tvDilo i . · . I 
SUB.JICTI Air Tr&ttia ~l, Cap IYau 

.. •.:.. 

· l.8 Februar,y 1968 

' . 
. .f· I 

. •• All rotarTVin& Jgd1 ng and' take ott trattic v.Ul .PIU"8llel 
and con£orm to dinctiAMl ,t,tf tixad wing tn.tfic. 

. , r 

--. b. !rat!!D pai'~m alt.1.tuda 1 6oo tt dowawiDd, 300 fi. bue ad entry' 
to tinaJ. ·~h •. '--- l 

.. / . ' 

a. !l"attic/e;8t. ot: l'UJDla71 · ·. . 

(l) m trarf'Jo pattem eirtriu will be right. do'Wl'Jllincl for north 
landings and lett ~ for aouth 1.aNKrca. 

. I . 

(2} ~·:departures will use nortbaan and •outbeaat. "'1rnout.-
· .. 

(3) ~rat~ landing and t.aldnc·~r troa ~ J.1 B1 and. c lo­
cated in tba 227/c2~ ABB areas east ot CODtl'ol. towr vill ·designate dee11'9d · 
lane for landing or laJl8 poaitioll Oil tJle groUud. Lane8 80Utb ~ inter&eetizlg 
highway vill be A,· B~ and C south and nort.h o£ ~ v1ll be lanea A, B1 and 
C north.. hamplea 9t desired radio calls: "Eftm Towr~ Bearcat 26~ Alpha 
aouth for take of.f'!, or "Evma Tower, Hatchet 161 lef~ dovmdnd !or landi.Dg 
Bravo north". / . 

I 
, (h)/ ·Helicopters operatilJg to and~ 226th Helipad will comp'.cy' 

vi.th the f~s 

' (a) Final. a~ch to the north 1d.ll. be dir9Ct to hellpad. 

(b) Take o£! to the north vill be an iDit.ial northwest 
departure to runway- then over l'Ul1W8T to the nort.b. 

(c) Fina1 approach to the south vill be onr runva:r with 
turn on short. final. to hel1pad. · 

(d) TaJca o~r to the south will be parall.el to runway. 

CS) Air tra:t'1'ic to and tl"OJI rot1 

(a) Landing/ taking Ott southt 

turn out to POL. 

1• Approach rot parallel to l"UJlll87 • 

! .. Depart POL SE and fJ:r Lane A t,ra!tic • 

(b) Landlllg/taldng off north • 

.!• Approach FOL in Lane A trar~ic with ahottn tina1 

i· 

[' 
.1'. 
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~s~~-=_· __ .,,_-~-::_::;·· ~(,f' --~~~;-~''.:.;:><J"'· ~<:~;'. ~: .,1,· . " . 

' 
-. 

~"'· :AS.Ji' ~io ~ Qnp ~ ..... ..,,: . ~;:,_~,;· ··~-+,: 
. '.::_.;~:"-'.;. _:·:" .. ·' .. ·. . _.: ._- . . '·v . -~. ; .. ' -~-~-~({~l ,-l. -tJ~<:~;p:~; ... ·. --. 

- - .· - C6) Air~ to Gd tmiti J'llJ•4»•11n1·~--- -." ... 
~ ad ~ 1'111 be O'fW .. thti -l'WI :;:;:.-~....- ~:': """ : • •n ftu1. ~ ,,., ... ~·::rtl ........ L~;'- ~-- · 

wtii.nw.-':r..u ·- ···t1ianor.11cn-u.~~,.""d5fi1· ~; ~- ~~ 
~,~-the·~~or ~-no~~~~'"'-'~· ··· ~, 

.\ 

-:•:,-;.. f' <",,_~~·;,. -~;.~~v.-~~·=· .. -::~ : .. ~·- .., __ , ... .,.;:..:..---~- ~ ... ~~~,-.;~ .:: J:l':!.<,.:~".··"~ 'h:·,,_,y~~~~~~~- .; ~>· 
,. :'· .. ~:~.;·~·~.:..;;' .. ~-:~".,:~,. (3) 'ttiattiC',l0"1iid'.trOri-uP.hilf. ··_:i1J.1.be~-:~; 1~'. ., . . ~_;:.~.;~.7p t~'.# 
, ,.·: ::.·; •• ~l>.!··-~i"" .;t;,~'!; ~.~·~rt::; J-'·~- i_:.:...:~:.~ ... ~:..~-.-;-1"'·.~~-{'1=-:.~·~~~ .. .. -;:"·: .. =-:-~· ~:=-':"~~ .... ~-~?-::._,,. ~~.~ · .~~~ ""..$~ .. ~s.s~~- ... ~~?:~ . 

... , ... ~_;p . .s, .... ~J<,,,.._~,c~'l<t~'(<-;g:,,~~"-'·•' .• , .• ..,,. .. •. c· ... r-·-.-.:.~.;;T~>(;,_ ~•·•<>• ., •. ,. _..,~~:$•--G.-o..-.,. ~ '>••>••.'!;,-,. ~ • .-~.-..~·,->'. ::"f.-,••"';o · ·~·: 
·c. ". '"?\~·--- i? --\. _.'.(a) ippro.BOi.ea rt;· the-~ Wu1!P&'raiiei'\e"r.m..Q·~-1 ·,_~~ ,;_~~~:; .. : . 
snort tinl&l.:(notc·lesa tJlan 100·tt.) with.Wt t~,to bGl1_padl~n& ~;_~:;'::·;;~·<<·~-._:.:· 

~:~'.:~;-~~~7:a:~;i~t~Jt~~~;~r~,{~~: 
,~,~·' abort t'~na:f"(nbt·:J.es~'than·~' .. ) to_..._ ':..,;...A·-1·· :~~_;;,'"-· ·~~~~:J.~, .. ~~.,_.on r """' .we:.~ ;-l!Dyng_ - -~,.-,-. "':'• .··. . . ·. _' .. ·:-.;;~'.·-.... ·'.: -~ · .. >",· /. - · . ._:.,.: . ..:._ ._,·> -~.-. ,:''.l~;ii!2~".;3:;,~'j(~~--;;: ; 

(d) --·.Departure. eo'llth wll1 be ee.st take ~1' c~--~~~not'·;~~{~':'a:t·< 

~~~_·f n1~~i~i~~:~i11~:1 . 
- x-:r,.·2.; • . t . ;_. ' . . . , - .. ·. . .. , 't~';'''-'F~~---_--__ :_'·:_i_'.-_-::~-.. ,._._-,:_·_._~ ... -. 

;". '* .,.i:~ ;;_( :.~:1•'. ";?ff,)\/~ ~~~·'t~ ~ ~ ;1el1w~ . .w. c~~ :~._-.... ~c- < 

type. mm:c : P,.t.t4ii-n'" .. ~-bi :fIP. lbl.i~ . ·(~.;~t~ d.iaCftual· 
- . --. · .. -.i~.--- · .. _<if 7-o~ m_· ~- ·o~~-lldt-~_~elipa. __ . '~-~ ... -.;~ .• ~ .. -~"-~ .. ~--;~ ...... 2&_-;_~.-:_:~-~.~~-.:_:·_>;~~~ .. Y::.-~5 

~· 1id.li:. ~·· .. ·. '· .... ·'"' - . . ,. . . .. ~ -. - . .. 

. '.~s}iJf~~·. 
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.,,'&a 

·-·' .· .. · 
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___ .... _ .. _ ... ".\.~:\ -~y;~:J1!' 
L'fC I l.nQr-

. ~r. 

~",:-..... :·~ . ··~.:~··;. ~ . 
. • ~ ·--"-~;~--~-..:... ;~--~ .. :~h·_._..· _,,.· ..... ·-~ .. :.~-« -- ~, ~~ .. ,.. ·. 
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_,·:. 6 1lcmal>er 1968 

--
LIS! C6 CUSUjz,TIES 

CB-47A (61.:ooui) 

l. Jobr:aaoU, Jama E. CW2 VJ1S286J 
2. Conro.11 Boy. L. . .. ····-. - . \Ill : . W316o6bJ& ... 
J. Coatley, Larr-; L. . SPh USSJa9677h2 
4. Beese, Dennis SPb U8';670'J79S 
5. Piel'ce, Jerry L. SP4 lW.8991&l$7 
6. Clesnenta 1 Dawson SFC Rill68869J 
1. See, Michael D. SP4 USS.$101119 
8. Lucier, John w. WC IW693183S 
9, Wallace, Charles J. SSG Hil9SS9923 

10. Y0tmg1 William OOT RAl6t&JS2ll 
n. Perreault, David D. SP.) RASl$h6894 

' 
C-7A (6J-97SJ) 

1. Bund,r 1 Wayne P • CPl' FR773.)6 
~. Sch1avone, Ra1Jii lLT FV)l81390· 
J. Cleaver, Donald a. SSG AF193b6602 
4. Connor, Jamee 1. SSG AF11&81l946 ,. s. Oomes1 Allen B. SPS ~00128%. 
6. Diarud, David A. SF!) IW.6973S29 
1. Cnmer, Donald J. Jr. SP!& tJSSJa961,666 
a. Toml1nson, Robert D. PFC USS68J6l.68 
9. Wirt,, Daani8 A. WC Ril69)7$6 

19. Dellangelo, David J. SP4 USS61$891S 
n. Granger, Dale SPS R.ll.686.)211 
12. Hibbler, Joe J. S?.) US5l06Jim, 
l). Aldereon, Thomas B. CPT <l1Sla009·" 
1.h. Nguyen, Thu E6 .ARVH, V1atuameae 

\ 
... 
~ :.i ' 
. ·:;t 

~. - ---· 



SHlCL'.l.L OBDERS 
NUMlER 281 

r 
DEl?ARJ:?-ENT OF THE ARMY 

Headquarters 1st Cav:J.r;r :::livision (Air!:lobile) 
i~P\i Sur ~ r:_l c...e~o 96490 

90 • TC 3 50 • Fol ind iv this sta A?ilO IlMED • 

I<BrnNiliGTON, F.dward 02266309 (SS.All: NVAL) LTC Armor IiHC lACD 

A.Pr tot L'"lvestigating Officer 
Eff date: 4 Oct 68 VOOO Ofm date 
ili. t 11 days 

8 October 1968 

Purpose: To conduct collateral investigation of facts and circumstances surrou..:: 
ing the mid-air collision occu:rillg vicinity of Camp Evans on 3 Oct 6u. 

Auth: AR 15-6, AR 385-40 
Sp instr: Report to SJ.A. and Safety Officer far 1r:iafing prior to co.lll.Illencir..g in­

vestigation. Completed report qf envestigation will be forwarded to 
SJ a NLT 15 October 1968. 

OFF IC Ii'.L: 

' 
CYJl0.df81\~ 

J. L. GIJ:SON 
lLT, .AGC 
Asst i:.G 

D ISTR IffiJT ION: 
70 - Orders Br 
10 - Indiv cone 

2· - Ali.IS 
2 - G-1 
2 - G-4 
5 - .A. VD~~ I-rt 
Z - AVDfJ21J·•J.PD 
2·.-_ AVD~G-OR 

CONR.;J) L. STb.l'l""SBERiiY 
Colonel, GS 
Chief of Staff 
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REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: Staff Weather Officer, 1 ACD 10 October 1968 

SUBJEaI' : Weather Observation 

TO: Whom it may concer.m. 

The following is a weather observation for Camp Evans at 03/1609L 
October 1968: 

a. Wind, 040 degrees at 5 lmots. 
b. Visibility, 9999 meters. 
c. Sky Condition, 3500 ft. scattered, 8000 .rt. scattered, 30000 ft. 

thin broken. 
d. Temperature/Dewpoint, 31/21 (degrees C) • 
e. Altimeter Setting, 29. 79 inches. 

S/l'HOMAS E. TAYLOR 
T/l'HOMAS E. TAYLO~, Captain, USAF 

Staff Weather Officer 

A TRUE COPY 

~~~~ 
LTC, Amor 
Investigating Officer 

· . . . . . · 
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c· c ... • . ... _ !.~· .. 

,~. ·· Major. Valiento-Panzitti, Headquarters 16th. Qnbt Aviation Group, APO 96337, 
~ ~ _o·-. · Republic of Vietnam, was called as a witness, was sworn and testi.fied as 

follows: 

Q.· 

A. 

I think we will start by asking you to relate to us what you know 
about the collision ~hich took place the 3rd October. 
To begin with my purpose for being at Camp Evans was to discuss sane 
operational reauirements with the Commander and I accompained my Commander 
as one of his staff officers. At the ternlination of our discussion we were 
riding back to the area where our helicopter was parked and in doing so we ..... . 
had to circumnavingate the Evans Air Strip. I noticed on the north end of · 
the strip on the debarking ramp a. C-7 and south perimeter I noticed a 
Caribou which became involved in the accident later. It was tald.ng of! 
While he was doing that we turned into the area where we had parked our 
helicopter. We got out of the jeep I was in and walked on the east side of 
the, hill and the terrain that we were standing on, was the high ten-ain in 
the area. It was 150 to 250 elevation. I just finished using the urinal 
and I observed the Caribou just as he broke ground. As he broke ground he . · 
started a climbing right hand turn. Tr.is came to my attention right away 
because there were scme six or seven helicopters in the traffic pattern 
on the east side. I watched him climbing and I never took my eye o£f of him~··"<: 

l 
··! 

I watched him fly into the tail of a CH-47. I would like to describe it as 
I saw it. He was in a climbing turn and from my vantage point I would 
estimate maybe a mile to a mile and a half away. As he hit the tail end of 
the helicopter you could see the debris flying in several directions. The 
tail end of the helicopter dropped like, struggled, and at this time one 
of the rotor heads came off of it and in my judgement I figured the other 
that was left was now destroyed. I saw the chopper come over and fell 
straight to the ground. I was amazed with the rapidity with which it fell 

·1 . 
. ' 

:"···· 

:- :,;, 
. '-! 

~' ··~· 

to the ground. It seemed like it was over with just like that. In the 
mean time C-7; seemed like it climbed, it looked like the pilots were 
having control problems. It just hung in the air and then came down. I 
wa.s amazed with the speed that the aircraft came down at. · In my judganent ::J. 

The angle of descent was somewhere between 70 and 80 degress. He did like 
this, he came up and then came over and straight down. From where I was 
the Chinook hit the ground a second or so before the C-7 started his 
final turn. The Chinook burst into names immediately. I would say that 
no more than five seconds later the Caribou came down. I noticed things 
flying around and I could identify the upper rotor heads of the Chinook. 
There may have been some parts !ran the C-7 but naturally they weren't . - .. 
large part sand I didn't recognize any of than. In my estimation it 
looked like the left wing of the Caribou was ready to come off, but it was. 
still on when it hit the groun. 

Q. Between the engine and the cockpit, that is where you felt the major 
impact was? 

~··., ·~::~­
... ·::-;~. 

.. ) ·::.:~· 
. . ·. ~·:. 

Q. Where you able to determine how far out the caribou wa.s before he ind-' '.,:l,f 
icated his right tu..T'!l? · .. :_· ?·' 

A. Yes, sir. I would say that is where he it. 

A. I would say it was no more than fifty feet off of the ground. He started-_~:·· . .;_;, 
turning immediately. He was taking off out of the area like it was a -host2.<-i; 
ile area. He had just broken ground when he started his turn. I watched "a._:'f{. 

t·: C-123 take off just a few minutes earlier and he didn t t aean to ny the . _/;T· 
~l · · . .. same pattern. . . ,. .. :;;·-;"J,: ---- ...... ----.. ' ____ ,.._ :.._ .... ~ ---:....:.:..~------ . . \ - . ::'"' .. :j::;: 

·: -~~-~...._;___, __ _;_..,.. __ --- ----·-~~~~~~~'.~-~::::~~u:~1~. 
··· ... · . . . . . 

. .. ·.-
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.Q. 
A. 

c 
Could you tell if he had reached the northern perimeter in that turn? 
I w~d say he started hi.s tum almost before he hit the. end of the 
runway. 

Q. In your estimation a.t what altitude were the aircraft at when they 
collided? 

A. I have searched my soul on this one because when I made the Statement, 
·I made it up right away because I didn't want my mind to be playin 
tricks on me. In my statement I put he was about l,OCOf'eet. When 
I started thinking about it he fell to the ground so fast that in 
my professional jud.g~ent he sanewhere between 500 and a thousand ft. 

Q. Was the Chinook descending't 
A. He was traveling on a straight level .f'lihgt. 

Q. Was the Caribou level? 
A. That is the thing that amazed me, there was no movement by either plane 

to avoid the accident. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A· 
Q. 
A. 

Was the Caribou in a climbing position? 
Yes sir, I would say that he was in a climbing position. 
about a 15 to 20 degree angle of climb. 

Where was the point of impact? 
I would say it happended almpst right over Hi.way 1. 

Did you see anything separate from the Caribou? 

I would estimate 
I 

I saw fiying debris and it wouldnrt suprise me il there we falling bodies 
but I cant swear to that. The only thing I can be sure of was the a.ft 
rotor section of the Chinook:. In my statement I said I saw .free .falling 
objects and I considered them to the aft rotor section of the Chinook 

;:· 

. ~ . 

although they could ha7e been parts from the Caribou mixed.in. , 

Q. When the. aircraft collided you were looking at if from the rear? 
A. I would say that I was looking at it .fran 90 degrees because they were 

right out in front of :ne. The Chinook was coming u.p like this and the 
Caribou was coming from the right rear but more toward the center of the 
right wing. 

,,_.:, ..... 
. ' !:.' ;:~ .. ... 

' .. ·'·" .. ; 

Q. Was the Caribou still in turn? · ---
A. If I had to make a judganent I would say that his turn, l80, was can.plete · 

and he was probably getting to travel out toward the sea. 

Q. Once again would you estimate the relative speed of the aircraft? 
A. I can't give you an accurate judgement on that. I would say that th 

Chinook was crtilsing sa:newhere between 70 and 90 knots. I don't know 
what the Caribou was doing but I am positive that the Caribou overtook 
the Chinook. The Cari.bou didn 1 t cane directly from behind but more of 
an angle shot. 

\ 



·.j 

i-.. 

Q. About what degree of angle was he coming at? 

~··-· ~ ... ~- . ----·--- ·-- . ·-· ---·-·-··-.· - ~ 

r 
\.... 

A. About 30 or 45. They then collided and my first reaction was that I 
didn't want to believe it. It was just like.in the movi.e. I knew there 
was going to be a bad accident. 

(There being no further questions by any members of the board the witness 
was excused and withdrew fran the boardroa?t. ) 
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J: ..... :. ·"·&ma.rt= -4 Roy Earhart, US Navy, C ~ Evans, Repub 11.,; 

,~..,.trl.t~e_ss was swo~ a.r:.d. tes ti ~ied as follows: · 
~r~:.:~~i:.; i..alled a3 a 

(.; 

-~:(·.· 

. - Q. Would you re.Lat.e -:-o L..S JUS't 'At.at. it was tt.a: ycr; 
3rd of October 1968. 

~eEn take place o~ tee 

A.. I saw the ai=p la.":e just. after it teak ;:.ff a:-.d ~ .. 
coming back !:ead:ng South, I 3a·iw· tl:e C~c;>?=~· ::t.:-~J i.', ··:~-= gcir.g o.cro8s li.ke 
thi.:> ar.d the p13.::.e w:;.3 ccnung .:.fre ~'":i.:>. ~e r·igr..~. :,,:_::::g :_.;i.i..gl':t tr:-:- :-e'J.:-

.. secti:;r. of tt".c i:toppt-:' r~:·; p-_,a.r.~ co:--~t-~_.-,:;.5d ·.'.) :":'~l<E' ~ rigr.·. t'i-;-J<: .ar:d t~e 
Cbopper wen":. straigh1~ do;.:.: .• 

Q. Where were you as you obserred this'? 
A. I was wor'kir.g oc bl..!'..ke.:> 10 whic!: is lo:at-;:j -::-ig::~. C7e: :-_e.::·-:: c~~ :.he rr.ai:;. 

Q. This is the s::s:_~ o: t~he a.ccide.r.t. &..r.-i yo-:.. -.-e:·2 :..:o!.'::.r.;! .::i..:'•":'. •_:,"'-~::·js •t.e 
Southeast then and you ac-:;ually .=al<.- ".:t.e o.i:-c ':'a..1:. :·-:--o!!l - th-:~t· !:ear-? 

·.A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Looking in the ge.e.'.·e.l Ji.:::·e.:.:;ic·~ y~u are -::.0·;; ar.:i ~h~.) ·,.;o-:....:..;i !:E the scen6 
cf the ac~ider:.:t. 1 ~,rr.ic h aircraft woW.d. be :.o ~.;::.e rig:':: ar..o. s.·:---1..-:t. -;.o u.ld be 
to the left! 

A. The Chinook t.o t.t.e left a:;.d tne a:ir~:'aft to t!::e :i~r.:. .h..:·:2'.'."' :::.t:ay collided 
then the C1'.inook goes to th.a right a.r~d ther~ tt.e Ca:,ibc'.! c:ir.<:inued t-:- make 
a I'ight hand tu:".:o I didr.i. 1 t see the Garibai.: r.i-c the grou:.d bu.t I d.ij see 
the Chinook hit the- ground, 

W:luld you please=- indi-:a.t.e for u.s what di!'·ecti.:ir.. the Chinook 11:·as traveling! 
Just before :Lilpact) say this wa.s the Ca.rib:m, the Cr..it:ook Kas traveling 
somethir.g like this. I~ seemed to be in the .same ger.ers.l diz·e:c<:.ion b'l:.t 
at a slight ar..gle. ~.,;i::sti"~g like th.is. lt wa.s allt:iost st:aight but ttere 
was that slight angle. 

Q. Did the Caribou seem to be goi.r'..g fast.er th.an. the C~.i.."lookj othe-.r wcrds as 
you viewed it, did it look like the Ca.."'1.bo-..i came "q> 0!'.1. the r·ea:- of the 
Chinook'T 

A. I couldn't really tel.:. wr..a."t; the speed oz- if or..e ... ·as goi::-_g .fast.er tha.!l t.!:e 
other. They just came together like this. 

Q. I don 1t recall if you said. what portior. of the ai .. :-craft. cor..:ac.ted t.he 
Ch:L11ook? 

-A. -The right wir,g. 

Q. . How lor..g prior to the impact had you obse.:-ved the flig!':-t. p.s.th of the t~o 
aircraft, I know it is ha.rd. to est.i.Ir.ate tirr.e bu"t; 'i\ou1d i~ te 10 ~e::.onds, 
20 seconds or what'l 

. A.·· I coulcm 't 2ee .r.J.m Kher.. q.e took off but T.\hen he go'j o.fi 
able to watch the ;.;hole flight patte1t cf the Ga:r·ibou. 

r.·:..Jr~ay I was 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

From the time he made his turn heading 'back down Southea::t 3 did he stay. 
in the same genertl Ciirection or did he make ari:y turn3 or '.ltila.t! 
He didn 1t make any deviations. He just kept the course 51_.:·a.ight. 

Had he completed his turn or was he tU:rT.ing the entire time wnen he hit 
the Chinook'! 
He had straightened up and was climbir..g straight ahead. 

\ 
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. ......_._. 

Zt:· .... ,;, 



': Q.-
, A. 

. Q. 
A. 

,r 
\ 

He ;,i;as cllmbicg2 
Yes sir. They "i!'er-e both climbi.'..g) it seemed. ll.Kc. 

.Just prior· ;,o i..'11pac t did yo'J. see a:.y n;.ar.ueve:· l;:;y ei.~.~er air::: raft? 
No, sir. They ~esmeu L.Ke they we:-e- in two sepa!'·!tte wo: l.ds a.ca they we:ren ,.t 
going ~o pay ar:y a.r,ter:t.:.or: :..o es.ch Jtl:.e.:, : co..:l.:u: 1 :. bslieve it- I t.r..ougl::.t 
it was an illusior.. :: fig;:.::·ed o.:1e ws.s hig!:e:- i:.tar .. ·. r..e :):,her ar..d they a.:·e 

:~just go~~ t,o go l.::..ke tb.:..s an:i tr.4'!; '1V°ill. be that bu.t I .:iaw them bit and 
·there a:r·e some pscple ;.;or~:::g or: the bunker •1d.1'..!: !Tie a.--:.d y;,·~ all cotl:tr~' t 
believe i~. 

There being no fu:tl:e-:· qc.J::: :;.or:s by t!:e t:oa:>d 
withdrew f:rorn ~h~ bo;.: d:--·::i ::n., 
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Captain Neal F..ft Walk·~~~} c~_:_~r ~&r~SP ;:-:d.-r;i--~­
witness, was 3WO:'!l and :a2:-:.c.2~ a.: .::~.:-~::-:; 

., .... .,.-.; ·. --
\.,. ......... -- . 

Q. Would you ::elata t,;) i...:.3 

or '.)ctobe:- 19c 6 ·7 
-.. .:;... - . ,. _ .. 

A. I wa~ in rr.y ·::! f:c~~· .::i!:d "~c ~ .. a~,·c:: :r .. e: 3~.J.s:; cf t :--_~ ~ ~;~- .,..~ _ .. :?:Cir: ~.;.;·-: ~a·;~. a 
·rui1 vi.e;·i 'jl evE::ytr...:..cg 5 a:.j a.::.+:.. :f' ..::JI:.st::·_ . .:;:.:.:.:: c_a_ '·.;,-:;:-: g:;.~::g :r. -~t ·'.:.:;;~·-:< 

It.ave beer- rdspor;.5~,:le f':-::" .:..:. ~7" .:_5 4::i: ... g ·::i.::. .. ~:~::=~ ::r ti:::: ;J:..:...-p:..:.~ -:,f 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

getting tt.e air·:·:.ela. .:-a·.:-r<: ::: sat? .':.a.f"'· ·.;at.::"..-.. -:>..:i a : .. 7 A2.ia.:; t.1:~ ::c.e ~ .. !-..i-:~t 
was involved ir.. t:'le ac:.::id.a::::. :-.a>..-:. f:·::.r:. -:,r_,,,. :ea.: ;a:::-~ . ..:..:_.; a:: .::.a d::1<~ ::. tr..~ .s-:::.::t::. 

--e.'1.tt of the taxi ::,-:yay ar.i :o.F.e :.ft in :-::-= I.:::::.~ a.:- i c:.lr-:: _ ·_:. ..:.::-_ . ·:·:_:::? a.i.: .;:-at t 
seemed to i:a...-~ rea<·:~_ec. ac a.:..::.tJ.u?. ,:f ~·::.~.;;.~ L··-= \;r:.i.~::.:·:i ::·~::.: ta!<:: a ::::t::ef: 
baak t0 tt:e r·igt t .: :.r.":...:..r.. A= -- _ ::. .:-::..:.':' ::-_ :-:i::,g _;_~- a. _ . ~ .. -~:~: l:.:-.- _ :i :-n. ir: 
ab-:,ut tr_e· 3arrie ci:·:=.:::...::: c,,~ --:~-~ -~::.- __ 1 J.) .. ,,.:-- ... ~ .. g -..:~_:..s :.:a:7"~-: ~E:.:-:""~ ..:.i :~T~2 

I noticed a CB>-47 1~·r..::.-~ ~- -;,;a: a: a !-.ig::~:- a_-...::: t~.:-:- ::-:a:-: :,:_-:: J.:i..: .:o. _·:.:.J _.r._.:..:-c.g :..~--':"~. 
the corth and goir.g :c .. ·a:::,j ::_e :-!...-'; a.-:d ,_,_ a.;::.~·a:-:::i J a~ a;;.::~;··"2y_c.:'::..:..:;· , 
,:me :.ho-..;.sand feet, Wa ~'e:~~: ··a:..:.-~ '...'"t: ~·.:.e. a.r:.:t ~ay :.:....:.._ .-::r. ::·.~ 
H:1::k fr ore ti.rr. 13 t: t~7:. ~.. _ ::..: • . .;.- ·:... 1 a.: .:;.~ .... ~. : :;a~.·:;·~ a. t a --~g:_ .-::-:' a.::~::·....:.~..:: 

but- tl:ey C-.:.,t:: 32~~~-='..i :.- C~ g-·~-a i:-_ :.:·_3 :.a~~ :.~:-.;-.:-r_.~:: ~c.":"~.'7 _r .. -. .. 6:: 
an accider:t. so I wasr,':. r;a.;·.:..::g ~.:a::..:..::=:~ a:':.:,:::;..::-_ t.~ :.:_<::.> .~a· :a-.t..i:~g 
en tb.e pt.:.one tr·J~::.g t.: g·-s: :\..._-: .;.==o.:::· a::.:._ .:__~:i .. ~..: ·:~.;r_ "L.f· a_-.c. :;.;.:,. :· .. -:: ~- .. -:1t~ 
coming ou:. fr:Jm t:nderr.=a::-. -:r.2 -~:i:·i·:.::,:;;, ' .. ·::. . .. .:.:. ,.;.:; !'::..::.-~~ .i7.:.= :a __ .·.::.~. 

How the two air.:ra.ft a::-Ao.~y g::: ':.0g';:t.e:· .I .:a.:_ 1 : :"::a:..::r .:a::.·, . -:a .:::-:r:. ___ _ 
its rear rot.:r .. c..r..d i:. carM~ dJr-::) j .. ;.s: ~·-:.:~a.i.g:-.::- -,.~:.::': -:'_J ::-ei::=..·"/~r:--;1 at a....__., .. :_.:= 
r:ose seemed to C')r.:E; c:;.p a::-.:: ::. s:: ~am:; ::::·a.:{·.: d..:.:-r.-.. :·: ~ -a:·'.ir- _,.:. .:,.-;)e:r.:.ac -:: 
make a ~teeo r·igr:t :.a.::_i( a:·.ci :::::~ :..'3 ::~ ·.;-::.:::.t :J.:~,:-, ::-:~ 2a...:-·:.'::;::..:. ;:-~.i::d ';: ~..a.::g . : . . .. . .. - . .. . . ., . -
i.:.p ir.. tt.e a::r qi...:.-ce a ::.: ..:..:r:g-:.·:-- te:a··..-.':::-::: t.=-:a .-.:.:,-.~!.a.= a ..... ·::a~y· :·.::, ~.:· .0:5 · 
¥then the c~~iboi.;, 5t.a_'J~-~d 1:-.: ~=-~o ::...!.; :.:. :.t_-: ·~-r:iJr ~.:-a: :!.:: ap~~a...:--::--~ : ... :ap;~ 
to nee. I ca::.'t aI .. .:-..:8::- r::,,- :.·:~ t:,..~ a.:.:'.::-ar: 5:..--:. :.:;g'3':-".c.er·., -~·r..:.5 :::.d.cc· --:'.e:. Cl 

quest!or.. to rr.e to. I:_e :,·~cK a.~:..iay; sesr . .:.u. '::· .:.:: a:;~7~ :::a :a.::S- .. <~ a..:..:J. l :a.:_ 1t-
f'igtr:·e .;ut to·~~ he :a.cr:c :jt:_t f'·r-:;,.:i ~-cie.:~eatt·_ ~!:-~ Ca.=·1.·~~-·:.·~ .. , : ~at!'~ j~~ -~·1 a':-y l!g-~'t 
on tb.is f ~rs y::Yc... 

As you 0bser-rs:l. t:.~ -_ -.=.::-:...g!-.:. :,-~~::.:· f:.~ld · ~ ~:-:.~L·-- r.;:_:: ,.._~ :r.. ··;.;a::: 
Yes, t.e seemed to "be :~.:>-:m: o. .sa.'1.1 "t-.:i L.i,_:-:::_ ~:,z-.x.~-~-.::. i'-~"=--, .. 

o.J. 1.t-a:,-: a: ·.Jve -:: .. 
:: "' ::...;_:·:;:.;::- ~"o:::~e:l( 

to change alti'tUde3J "::t;.':, :c= .Ci.::_:::,·.:.. aft~:,: r~s :...: .:,r .. -.:;ff = y_::.:_:.:.:__i ~ay Lo:: g;t &':;.:;~t ~-
, ... , 

five hundred f ee't an::: t~ rr.a.i~ a .:>a.;·p ·!"igtt -..:a: .. 1 .. a::i ·-.-:::: '•a:: ~ci...J..ir .. g a .. :::.:."..~.:::::. 
'Ihere we:-e several ai::.::-0..:'t · ,. -,ne c;.::·-aa at t'."~--== -cirr.e. 

The Ca..--ibou. when 'c.e ~ -:.ar·-te::i :.~ ..... :; :-::.ght ·tar.i: 
a steep clirTi~? 
It did!: •t seem t-:; ca a c::J.Jr':: :.:;ecr.~· -:.: _ ~ 

happened ••• 

:· ~-

I mean pri::>r to tr_e e:ol:::..:;:.~r.. Arter ·r..6 t:: :,k ',f :~ ~~.:i gc-t a.t:o0·.~.-:: ii..,_.-: -·~'..;:~:::ad 
feet he made a turr.. to k.e ri.gt~t a.t:Cl 3-:a=~-ed .:iJ.rr~·;;.;.:_i:g ·,.a3 it. a s:-a' >:.:il c:~'t ~-.::~:­
It was a normal =l:i:...b like tt'!:se pr~:p:e !T!al:~ a.'..~ ~::- tc.3 i:.in~e. : ,~d!:'t ·:::ee :~:;:_;;-

any difference .!.n tee take ::1·:;: c.f ttat ai:"c:rai·-: and ar.y oti~er a! .. r::;:-art. ;,~: 

You say that he wa; abo-.lt 
turn? 
It appeared that way si.:r. 

-~--

t.~ ·~ 

. -.fj.;,' 

---. 
~--'r-', 

- ','"', . 
. - !~, 

_ _-, 

-~ 



. "'.''"t~~~~:;z:~~i~.- ....... ·•. ~~'?ft-~';~;;$~ ; :~ ~/f : .· .. 
::r ..... • ~~cli.~'!oarice ·out would this be out· t01mrd $~ end of. the runway? 

f
"' .~"5~-.".:;~,rl_e.~~.'.";'~th.iS. .. i1lou1d be out about fi~e hundred.- .feet- o.f.f o:t -the "!'rIA">Nay a.."'ld ther. 

~~· ; he· started his· turn. 
• :: ~ -~- ~ / .- ,- ~· ~ -•.. -~ • ... · r . • • 

!.;;A Q •. Would you estimate his altiti.Lde at. the time he: made tit3 ttll'n'Z 
!~t~·::-f".:A•ji}I would estimate, I have no way of estimating it. 
;.~·:"tt1'5~~~·:;)< ·<: . . . . . .· <:· . ~ .. ~ 
'1.~·;~ ~; :_,The ladt time yoil looked be.fore impact.· did it appear that the. C"'r..in.ock was. at 
-.T'L.~ ·..:.-.:- _,._'a ·higher elevation than the a.ircraft7. · 
,-.,.;_·~~:-~i ~·c:··Yi -· :tr ;-')};; . ...._. _ •<.~' es, s • . ... ·. :~; -~ · __ 
. ;:':'~~ ~ i;>~'· . . . :<:;:.~~y_r- ~- ~ . . . . 

-." : . ~- Q. · ·When you looked back had the colliSioti.;¢eady occu=-ed ·or was· it in the .. , 
·.':<~ . .-.' }pi-ocess? . _ · - )~-,~~~~--~ ·. · . · · · · . . - . -- . 

-~' ·'A• · .. !-"would say that the collision had already occ-ared, because the two air- · 
_- :· cra£'t -were together w!~en I looked back up°. The Hook came out 1 .. r6m under~ . 

;·0 <.:n~th the Caribou. · .· 

··_Q.· Did you see anything sep~ate sithcr f'ran the Caribou or the C:rili:·::-ok? 
~:_A. ·: As I said when the H0".lk came down he lol-as m!.rms the tail rotor. 

: •. ~ - Q~ >::when you first locked the two ai!' .;ra.ft appaa:-ad to be together ~d the Hr,;;.::ik · ·.: =-.<: 

iit·};;)a~~~:=~·~;t~~~~~~:bou ~~~to the coUiaOO ~d.tte cmb~u '~~I 
.~'.~ _ -~. · was climbing and tte next time I saw them '"the F'..ook came .out 't-.ran bel~ ~r~e -.~.~.:~_?;;_~-~-~-·."#:" .. ~ .... ~_.-,~-,:_.:_· .. _t,:_ .. {:_ 

·~' : : _. · Caribou~ Something happened in there that I Missed •.. t can•t·.really ~a.y- _wt.at· -- -
1_·· . _' .•. · .. ··. ~-·· _~ ... happ_ ened. · . - ·:;~:Ji-
~ r -<.::·~~· '-:·:: 

.;\{~Q, .. ~:i; 1 
t say : t the time of the impact th&t the Chopp<r ;as !'~~ abave:.~ . : ¥:11~ 

·~:;",,_. !~ :.-.N(), sir, I can t .· ·. · . X~; 

r~~-:%'.;Q .. : ;:·You saw h:im and he was below it. It could well have" b~~ tha~ the Chow~:-·_~.f~~~ 
.... > ... ~>~~~··,;~.-~ .. ··~Was· falling? . · - --~ 
: .. ;_:;_·,-:;· A •. '-Yes; sir; I can't i:,ay Ji:.at how much time_ lapsed .fraii the time that I.looked<':/f 
c/. ,~·\>.-: up and the accident occur-ad. It c~ildnJ:t"have been more tban fifteen_"to}tw:·· .-:;; 

:(~~;t:~1Y~~;~ ~~t~ se_conds. ..;~'-'~- . . . . : , , . : .·ii~;{>~'-;~;~ 
:::,;:>~-~~:.-'Q .. ,•'Fl'an:-the· angle you were looking at i.t ·could it have r'e&ll.y been of! to-J.}l~ ·('~£ 

- -~:.,_~:·:~;}: . ,·aide or 1t? "<<L.- _ .. . .. '. ··. ·· .. ·_ -: ,-~- '·:~P~?J;. 
';';::~;::·!~-.-I would say as it appeared to me t=.e Hook cam.e out from be."l~th.theb;.11_~> ;·::._/:; 

.-~":-~;:·:·~:;,_-:~~:·.·of the aircraft, the pilots r:!.gl::.t h~d:aide. · .· .. ~:.' ..... · · 
<<<>·,·.- .·. ~ . . . . ··... . . . - ~ .--._- -.. :'~ 
._:;'->·.- t~_:·:Q• Was there one continous movement.,• "'-7 tµ&t .I mean whe."l you looked-up wad..~:'·<:,:-:,~ 
;:G.;_; .. ~/':': · .. :there just a continous standard movement.On the PB.I_'t o.r.,the·Hoo~?--::.>:>~l; ::;-~~? 
•,;,j~·-'J·-~ ·A. · The· Hool just feel out and came· straight .doWh. ·It didn.'-t-app~·t.o csttj>:;_::~~'-t~· 
::>;: ~~~-"'~- : or· anything it just came straigtt d.iti~. '. · · · · · -··.c •.· ·. ;:,; -:~';·:".:/;:'?:;~~>/':;.'::'.} 

cdiij\c~. ·. Tlien the Caribou continued or. a .~~t c:mrse? . . .•. ·. ·, .... · ... ?~!!t~1 
">:• --~·:';A,.:. ~er the collision the Caribou se~ed. to just hang_:tb~e ~d.,~~-~~-:~~:::~i§~~ 

~(;,~~,q'.: 'Z::t :::eep bank or a shallow bank? . . : ... • .. ··•···. • • • . > ·~t 
._::~<·<o"-4-· I-~an•t know what you mean 'by a shall~ar. steep banlc. It just se~:tq·,>·:.<:" 
;~;;;;·;.~:.;;~;':·:--·:~~·'.&normal bank. It wasn't a jerk;r~?r V1-0lent movsent~ . ,' ; ~~>:-::.) .. !:~;<"<"" 

~?it;~;/··: Y:::· · .. -~:._,.,,;: -· -- --~ -.~:J;.1~~j~; ,,_ ·_ .. . .: .. :·~~-~:--. _. · .. ;: _3 {~~=~i~.;~t!/ 
~-- ,~ ... · ~~~'1.~\2-~--~~Di:i 

· .. :- -·:. 
. -· -. ~·< : . • .. · ::: . · :···· :- .. ·.~:-_ -~=:~ ~- ·,. :._._. ... -.. -- ·..:-:-· 



t, :. 

·~·f : .. ·, .. :. ~ .. ...,.. . 

· .. ":· . . 
~:f .. 

·:r 
·.1. 

. ~-~ -

' .·~1 
.:: '\ .. '.j 

....._ . -~ 

_::;;:~~· 

.i 

·Q. 
A; 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A • 

Q. 
A. 

·Did he contir.:1e_ t.:. "t:W'!"! a:= :..._f< 

He turned ar..d tr~~~ wer.:. ao~. 
~a ':i g :..J..:_g <! :;r.;-:4 '. 

Tt waat'~ a gl~~e 

Arte::- the t:.;;rn r~e made a ::::ep :L_·,·E:? 
Tt.e angle I -was 1-:;.~ki:::g at !-..!..~ :'-_3 cou:!d !:.a?·e n:ad.e a 
100king at tte: t-.:_f.; cf.: P:e air·:::raft a..--id ne .· cazr.e d . .:r..in 
possi~le tr.at he d.i..j.. 

W~at time of the day ~a~ 
Ab:>u.t ten a.f ter h :· . 

Ar·e you a pilot? 
N-:·, eir·. 

a rtipi~ 

ta~·r: a t.z::. ar~j I ·!i!a:::· 
"'.:.~".".::.-:: 'i1a:.r a.!:j :!. t is j"~.=t 

Eave yot.. flown in air_:::.::..a.:.-:~·~ 

I am or.. my '.? ~cond t·:...:: : r: V.:. :- r..:_a.-;. a:~.::. ~ 

cf flyir.g time i~ t"'~:.C;-~c.:::::: :·. :r.J :a.:!1j 
tLTTiE::'3 a week. 

' aJ. :r: :-_c.:_a: -':a a.::.c:. 1 _: t;r -::~g ... ~ b;C::'s 
t-:--·.A.:· t_c.:.;; G..r~d ~ _ t j_,_y- t!i.i-: .:r :~~<.-~·~ 

(TheJ::·e being no furth~r qi..estiuL3 cy a.--:.y- oi· tr.a -~.:;ard m.emcers th.:. ~itr_~'.O:'"· 111a: 
excused and withdraw ir~ tne t·Jar·dr-:.x:•) 

. :;. 

. ~ 

. ·-~ 

... · .. · 

- 1 

. ~~:. - .·.·--

..:-:-·-

~ - .. ~ .... ;> ... 
-:~ _.;4"..· 



··,~,;.: .... ·. :.::;.--~~~j~~~- ~c·{.;~.}~it-4)··~-~----. ----: ~~... . .·• -:~-:- ~~:}~~~~;. 
"'s.,,:-·. ··.; . . \_. ·,-·.-·."f' .:.-.· .-.~·«-~~--~:,: (:• . ' .. -. ;- ·: .-:.~_:.~.-~;~-~ 

i.~-~-:~.i:~frr_)~_~_;T_~_~E-~:!t_:f._~:·-:.-. . - . . . . •. . ·" c-t ·_ ~- -.. ·. : - . - . · .• : .. ~::?~ 
- - ~'' .... :..-;.Ji:_!" 

~~ -.. ~~c~st: 4 Paul W. Wilkins, 11th Aviation Group, Camp Evans, Republic of " ;::Y.'.:'';; 
~".>..;-'.-~ja.tnani{was called as a witness, was sworn and testificed as folloW's: · · :·,., 

.1?~c~>·Y-:.:F'..- _ · · • 
d;·:,._;.::(:Q .. '.: Where were you physically at the time of the accident? 

1 '~i ·\:~~\:I was in the tower, sir. I work the le!'t side. 
"I ..... -.·-•~ - '.· ;," • •I ·.,,... ; <r ,'::~ • • -~ -::.-, 

~·-'_:: -~'"· -: . ~ .... - • , ··: , • : . : -. . .... \ .. ; ... ,:._: t.·:.r'="'C 

n~:~;-:,_Q. ~;~~_you actually observe the collision'? .. ,·~.!:"·to;: 
1:~:<£A. ':No sir. · - ::·~·~· 

,~~-~:Q.I:t:l ~~;'.,.~~1!n: g:~=~~~:t ~u v= ~~~t c:::.t you had with the<.. . . ,,, ~~~! F- '.':~; '\ !heha~~~~ti ve contact With either orie. 11ley were both on the east si~ of ;)~f 
., ' .. --

}· - · ~- --Q. · Would you nonnally have had contact with either one operating in the area: 
· ~:' ·< ' _·that ·they were in'?· 

~-- A. No sir, no nonn.ally. 

_ Q •. ·At what point would a helicopter planning to land at Evans west contact you 
were he on the east side? 

: A.· · Lwould _say ten or fifteen seconds prior to crossing the runway north or 
south for instructions for landing. ·-,.--__ , .·. ·'- . 

.. 
-Q. -: Do you have any procedures for traffic handling where they are going .. to c.ross 

the runway'Z __ 
_ A. ·Yes sir. 

-~·.:=~·..::~··,.: -
·-· 

.· --- - ).,_ ~ __ : 

~ ;. .. :: ' -. _-. -

.:;_ .. _ .. ~-. 

~ -_,. - . 

--
. -· 

.. 
_:f __ :-Q. :~:;~?you state briefly what they have in writing for you to fallow in .those >-.-~;, 

1 ·A •.. They are to cross one mile south of the extended line, south of the river·.- ··· · __ :-:-g 

f :. '.t. ;~;~~;r ~:~;;~; ;;;;• ::0 t: ;~:c c:t::r to Crossing.·· );ii 
I<'· . . ·-6.· . If a helicopter is ·going to cross, you sj,id he has to be one :_.mle south of . _. ~~-:'!>,:-:-..~~"?: 

·:::·::-'':';'.._:·.the river, no~.:th- of ~e railroad tracks, now what altitude must he_ be_ a~~ve~.~. >·~-~-~-.~~~; 
. ~: .. · - · ... -. . .or below at tfiese points? -· - -: - - --- .,;:,,,~'--~, 

_ !ij.\· ·A. Seine they cross low and other times high. _ -;c;· !'.~·~:~ ::·:i:.)$};f~! 

:; ·• <·. ;: __ Q. There is no specif iced altitude at which t}ley must _cross above· o; Q$:i:~ 7-~~-" ,·_l~_;;:;?-'~~-~-: 

~'*'?:: :n:::~t:~::::~:.ns to ~ve th~. ~~ot when they call yo*to ~~~i~"l\li 
: n.Orth or south, east or south, east -Qf . ..;8st · of' the ext~ruied cen~ ],i,l:i.et ~'-~$if ?}.l~, 

. I am taking off from POL north. . I w;e_t~}.1. call Evcµi~ ~st_ :~~u~~~t~.t1~~~f't~}12:{[Jrf 
. . tions? _ --~-: ,, .. _. .- . . . . - _ .< , '"> . : c _ :·7.~-~-,..""l:~., >. --A. You_ would give him his traffic and ~:µ.')i:f.m to call prior ta· call. ·ti~onr- ·.<:t%~~i 
· _,,_. _ ~ _crossing the extended :rmlW'ay soutµ of;>,~ river. · .. ;, _ _ ,;:~ '~!:~1~t~ 

. ·~ _.;, . 

:' _:,.· . 

. · ..... -.- . 

. --\ .:: ; ---·> :_~. --~ .: 
_. -:- --... -. -: . --~:- ----- -__ .. ·. ·._·._-_· :-- ....... -. :-. - - ·. :-



. .-.. : ;._· 

• . . . . ,. '. 

tv~0~~x :i~~f-'~~rrt~c-- ,.11.~,~!::-.;,~i~r . . c 
,._';;.;..-:;Qo.:;::Ji:i dther~words I am taking off from the west .and you tell me in effect to call 
~--~:_::"' -:.~s ~t prior to crossing the extended centerline south'? 
f > : A~· . S:nith o£ the river .. 
~- .. '..~'; -':~::~~~;;~·.~{~ -~-~,-~ ~:.:~~ ' -.· . 

~:,i.·..;q.·: .. :'With no altitude? 
··:"/~tA.'.':'~With no. altitude. · 
. :-~~~ ~ _~-:;-- · .• _ - - . ~:. --. ·. . .• ... . . ' 

,-.~~jQ~·x* ~ordng into the area and aircraft or. helicopter would contact you to.: the_ -.-:;.'1-)\{;~­
i':~:C'.~,.; ;:East-- side_ of Highway 1, what do you tell him1 ·~.· ~ .. , .-«:,-:::.~i~ 
~ _:'~.··A;~ ;·:·we,·really don't give him any specific instructions~ ~ you mean if' he were-. ·, ·._:~-~~> I'- T -~c~)l me and I was working west and he.waS coming in east? ·· .. ~··. <:c~f~~-
1 _· · Q.' .'If.·he· were on the other side of the Highway and he called you for guidance ... ·· '/-:'{~:'.?~:~ 

,. ~ ":tO how to land your house, would you give him any guidance? ~., ,_,_.·-
.A~. If he were on the west side and wanted instructions as to landing on the -- _-.:.~?:_:~.:-.;_·:.:_;_·.· "·.. east you give him instructions to call' prior to crossing the extended nm.way ;--

-:- . ,. ' - .. center line and to call the east. 

Q. Call the east? 

I 
... _A •. Ir I am working west and he is callin from the east I would give him inStru..c·-' 

'.~::- .,./··. · .. tions ·t() have him cont~ct me when he 
__ -, •. -- ·• .. could keep an eye on him. 

crossed the extended line, so .. that I 
.• 

.• 7.,,-.(. 

goillg to lari~ _· ·'~>.t~;·: ··, 
,~. :- -. :-1 ·.·· 

-~ 

... - : 

Q., ·\So.· act'1ally he need not 
. ::;in the-·west7 . 

A.· · ihe_:e is no requirement 

have contact With Evans East i.f he is 
. ·_ ~ ~ ·: ':·. ;f.T.f 

for him to call them~ 
.;:··· ~(~ 

Q~: Do 10u ·have knowledge o:f the fixed Wing traffic landing here at Camp ·Evaris! ' 
-A• Yes str •. We coordinate between each other whenever they have an incOming ·•./', 

i -~~~~~=~ f. do -,you pass that to the craffic that is landing at your house~. .. , •. '~'};;: 
A. If it has anything .to ~ W1.th ~.e- he. J.s~g, yes sir. If he wa8 ~· '·':_ 

landing right there close to the runway y~u· would have him hold and stay· ·~:c.}}t_t 

~- ·A. If there were fixed wing traffic, yes. ,: ·· · · · -, · . ·· _;_..;:-: 

Q. ·· ·.Do you have any authority over Cainp EN~s tra.ffi~ patterns'? Can you c_lear 
aircraft through when you are· operating the west· - .. <;.:;-:·-:-

<-C - A. ,... . -·~ .. 
·~----· 

·-r'~. ·. ·; 

Q. 

I can clear him as far as the center line· ·and· then he has to contaqt the · - · · «' 
east. . _,.·:_,_,-~',:_- ' .. ;-:::h~~1 
Say a man is east of here and he k:no~:-;th.~t '.he is g~tiig to land at the .. ._ · , . ::{~~~~: 
VIP pad west or over at the FOL, which·is ~west traffic· and he doesn't_ :.'-'-:o» 

call Evans east but balls directly to Evans. West and gives you his location . ~.: ~~<:· 
as 10 miles east and request . landing iristructions, what are your instruc.: ·_ .... ·:;: ' :_~<A'.:. 
tions to him at that · tilne? · .· -· · . c. - . · • • - • '· <~~~ >-. .h: 

•• .'.' - ' ·- • - ·~--·· .... y • -"!':."-:t-¥-.... 

I would give him whatever tra.tfic yoU. have and to call before crossirig :the _.::r~~0"··:;: 
extended line runway. · - ',f:;_:;;:;;f 

·\ .. ' .. _ -~ . . 

. -- -~.,, .. , .,. , . "'"{a;,/·., -· "'i· . ~··-'-"· ·' j,, • ~'?',..w~ 



u~-~~~ -·.~~.~~~'. 

''°'< tltJC'r' 1'~?-"··~·,1'f ~t • · ... ·~~~:::!:.+ ·""· .. 
:f2~%i:~Uicf j0u instruct him to contact EVanB East for any advisement? 

-~~-f}.::;'.;~No; '.Sir~~·- . 
1 

__ f.r.~.:.;;_~-~.i_~l-~.-n£o-~mt_:_ .~t trying to put wprda in yo~r m<?uth but would you as_sume:_ ~~:-~~}~i:A; ~~::'.:~~t_~i;f~. 
_. . be going through east traffic :· . . . ':.' ::,::P>:>··7,,0 ·3 .. ;::.· _'· .. ~i\:i.~i. 

:~~~.J;~;;~:u: he .is going to contact you north .of ·the_ runway center line "·he shOuldri '·t>i~ -;~·. ~- :Q,'{.;!ft'. 

:~it~~~~rne_ through your traffic. . . . ·.f ·~.\;;--:~ . · _,_'._·<~J~!t'Jfi:~%~~t;~-&~~~f;?I 
'.,~~~Q/~#'.oufar&--assuming this now that ·he's ·not?~~You don't instruct'him.,to:·cQntact~~~,~~~1:·,:~ "'. 

... ?··i:'::S ::e:~o t:t :_ ~c::a::~~::': ~ Mm? .•. · ·. . ·_:·_r·.'_,.·_,_·.·f.:.•_i_:_ •. ·.,_:."_~.:.J_~~---~·-•.~;~--.•·.~.~.· ... ~.; .•. '._:···~-,_~.f.1.r 
. i~':S:·~: ::·same thing- goes when you clear £or departure. You clear them 1'"1-" • ·:i{~ 

, .. departure here but you don't tell them to contact Evans East because-·yo~ ",-~·;.·~ <_<;;~,\'.;f~'i 
.·_:.., ',_::·--~assume that if they are going to get into that control Zone of Evans East~-_:·.:- ":/~L 

'. · ·· •'· ·-~A.hat they Will contact Evans East on their own. · .~ . ,. ·"':..'.l;,~·':::~~: 

.::~~:_:·~.A-~:~~q,.~ey are departing here they will ~t know. Ii" they are, give them.: th,e :·7:}~ 

··,:f.'. .... ~!·':_~L,·~~~-·~:··:.:~.~~.-.:.~.~~·-.·.i.~,~.:.· .. ~•'.""··,·,··~.· .. -.··£:··.·.·.1_:.~~--.--~ . . ·.' , .. 3 

-: .. • • 2~~3:~:; .<oL .. ,.'-'·~.· ': c -.::::-~}, --------~-- . - , - . . , , "'~::. --:.;. , .,E;,~-;~·.;:_ ~- ,~::..:""'"' 

.:. :·,=~c!~?fa~!~~:::: ~~;n h::. west side =d,?~~~ti.'.:-~~ 
C: ~- ; ... Q~:~:.:· ~;those ai_rcraft I ~aw g~ing ov~r~¥J~:~~~n though they dep~~~~;~_'t~ C·:'·;··~>}~:}a 

,.· :~c/ ·:·.:=''w:es-& -~d .. to me .they are _going .througf.t,the. ·east control zone, ·noW.·I _can.y,~~'· .. -~· · '."-:r:.: 

,.· 
1 

'· 

. · /' .. ' i\~:~assume · tha.t they have contact~d Evana ~'East. _ . . · . '. _ ·, : = · · : · ~ , T ·-,'~:fr:,;z::~;~}S1 ~~=c. · f-:}~~'.~, 
(. ·. ;Ai 1 ;_'No sir· .. aecause they a.re still in Evans •st~. E~s Eas~ :is-:j~~ti.::'\-~f':~;,:~~?~ 

._,,_ :·,·· :··;other side of the center line of the,rt:inway;: As long'as.they d(fu•t;.7ers-s~:r:·:·>'.:_:~'.i,:~ 
··' >, · the .centerline they don't have ·to contact them. , : · · ~ .. "".:.±,'!~\~~t£:.~.=J~-~;.:-:-J.";t 

·· There being no further ques~ions by aey ·~~ers oi the ~~rd~the -J;.~~~t~l~~1:~~~~~ . 

. - .. : ~ -

and withdrew ~rom. the boardroom.· 

"':~~::~·_.;·-~. 
--· ;. -;- . 

· . . ,: ·~ 

. "..: ' ' '· 

.. , 

.. 
.. ,_ .. 

. .:,.-~_-:.:-; .. ' 

. . '•. :-:;:-·-' --... :;. 
. ',. . -

·. ,. ·-.,:4~~~~ . . . . "· 

-~.~ . 
.·,, 

• ~-~:;.·~~~~. • •,. ~ • • • •' .~ oA" 

.·r:-i.-:-··:··-;-· 

-·~· 
.. -· .. 

.. 
. ' ~ •"' . - :- . -- . : -.. ';: .. 

. ~ <> ·.:._,;i;:·:·--_- ._.-_.:.._;:_~:·:: _,,.-.. .~-
' ~ . 

-~-~~!.-~-~;-; .. - ., 

,· 
-.:: 

-_ ... :-k'.' : .. ;_. ;..·--~..'P~:.::trf~·>. ... -·~'>"..--.':;:_;'.$"':..~-.. ;7$f~t1".;[-"-•'-1'';h"~~ 
- . --~ . ~ .. ~ - ;.~:;.:·.~~~·~~~~ ":--~" ---~~"' :.~--

.. • .. · ... 
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at various schedlit.ed at;opa. 
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•.. -:- . ~ .. _..,,..,._-·---=·_'.·:·.~.:_,~ .• ~.-:-.-~.:--.( __ ~_-.~_~ .. ~_:.-~-~:_:_.--.f ___ .·_-._ .. •.·. ___ -_·:_ :-c--:-· , ~.~, -_--- ,_:--r.:;_- -c~l~i!I~)-=-:: -- - ---~--~-,-.-~---~ .. ::~ -~-_. -~;-,..~--~--... ~~~~-.-- ~;__.i. 
~~~·~.;;~'- t \_ .. .:;~"'~f; C? .. ·· •. /, ?~~~· 

g~:~ , :.Pif ~~~:!~;;:~~~:r: ::::~:::: =::;:~:~::::o::::c ):,f I 
.! .: -'· · A.~· ·I had taken off from the Quang Tri airfield on a normal distribution >- _ -~-::01~~;1;' 

· run.· I approached Eva.ns somewhere a,round 1610 arid I was paralleling D.i~.~_.-;/F*f~i 
.I.-__ :~.. . ; .where to the east,.. sou.th.aside of the run-way. I 'Was up about 1200 feet,>:-£ ~:'· · \'.~fii,::;;..: 
1 ·· .- : :. app.ro:ximately two. miles from ·the de~e- end of the runway. The Carib.IJU _. ,:':;;~:~ 

'l .. ,· · - ... took off a.nd I kept an eye on· him·, because there was quite a bit of · : ·.- -.j</9~?~ 
·. · helicopter traffic in -the area:· I cll:eckep the Caribou once again and he .. ·>:'k.'~~ 

ti -was on the south, southwest side· of route 1, a straight ahead climb, ~ane- .. "'~~'f-
' h ·where around . 500 feet •. Abou.t a half ·:~ mile to a mile southeast of the · · ·. ··. ,--:~:}~z:~: 
• .. .fran the runway. The Caribou completed a 180 degree turn bef'dre impact. · ~-~_;1;;f~§ 
-1 • • . .. ' • • ,· ~--¥!..~ -::-: 

''i I didn't.get too clear a focus in impact but from what I saw it was at the . :~~:.,;,. 

... _, 
l 

right wing or the .Caribou. The impact from my vantage point was in the ."-:7tr~ 
aft section of the Chinook.- The whOle time I -was a click to a click and a. · < ;:~. 
half fran the waterfront. I contacted Eva.ns East as to what happened. ·. j-5~: 

- .·~· ../' 

_a - . 

I
. · . . ._Q.. Prior to impact hov far a"1ay were you.? 
, . . A. . I: would say a click. 
' . -.......... -

..{.. · Q.-; . You: were level then? 
/ A. _ _"Yes,. sir, they were just 

··""·· 

Q~ . You. -were at 1200 feet? 
A. · Yes·, ·sir. 

below Illltt. 

..... :·~~f.; 

. :. - ·_._ 

Q~ The course of the helicopter 'Was D10t'e to...:th~ Jleft than was ·that of the - -~ '>.; ·:::,,:_ 

. -..... C~bou1 . . -~ . 
..•. <~~ A •. It. is easy far myself to· confuse d.irecifons becau1:1e route Cine: goef( mor.e 

east. than. it does south. The Chinook course was probably more s~.;&nd 
C~bou was probably more east. · · · · · · · · .- .-~-_;·~:.}i1:i¥ 

. --~,:::~ 

~: ~:~~aya!o~~: ~t;~'.~:~:.v;: ~=~: =~an;~~~e~t~~7turn .. - '.-:~~~t 
and waa mare or less in a climb headirig toward the south. In my estim&tion ~':±i~/: 
he had canpleted his turn out of tx-a:i"fic~ and was on a straight ahead clliiib .· ~:-:;{~~ 
up. The Chinook in my opinion vas in a straight ahead descent. At -first · '.:;: {;.;'." 

•. .:I thought the Caribou vas going to ~away from it. .._\~J~: 

_ Q. When yw first noticed the helicopter 1ilfi8.t was it general heading? ;v· 

A-~~~~~~~d~~ 
.;•:. . Q. You say. he. \l8.S. slightly above yw? · ·~. : , · ---~~..., 

¥.'~;;'. . · A; . Yes, sir, he was I would say at ,,Y;r1ye o• clock position. ··::{:! 



~-'f. )J,,~·f;t;c,ffi'i~'fr\;"~···. 
c:~~?~;.~Q~ ... no" ~ recall exactly at what point you were? 

.. ~::!:"".~ .: ~ A.· It is hard to use a land mark but I was on the ocean side. 
_· .-~~"'~-;."~ .· - -

... -~ . 

~t:'..f~; ~0~o~c:1'c~k~t five .o'clock but. at wbat range? 

·:·)~j;.Q~.;·~At the same time you had already noticed the Caribou? 

-._. , .: 

" . ~ ._·;. '.: .. 
·· .. ·:·-.·.·-~ 

~ ~ ... ":-:--{,.·A~ ·Yes, sir • 
. ~·4~~~_ r, _··< ·~:-~-~ .. ~-.. t· , ·-:· . ·-- · -~ - ., __ , 

·:::: . ~?~!..ii":.~~~~;;:: ri!~";:!siti~, just behind~ wing. •• .. . • •••. '\~i* r ~ ·;:.:·-'_ :-: .. ·Q~ . i:t.. what rang~? . .._ ,;:: .::.~ .;>3 
; • A' Roughly a click to a click and a half. . : f ~~i 

Q. · The· Chinook pass through your three· o; cloak yosi ti on? · . . . . . . . . . . . _ ·. ~:~~, 
.. · A. No, sir, I was doing sane where close to 75' knots and the Chinook ()vertciok . _7t.; 

the Caribou just about my three o 1 clock position and the Caribou stayed 
· · · relatively in the same perspeCti ve .- . He stayed pretty much at three tttj.rty. _ 

.j .. s. • ·.· Q. At the time you observed the accident you were looking out to your right 
I . -through a three o'clock position? . 

~ 
~ . 
~ . - ' 

.. 

· A. Yes, sir, it was a side angle aroUiid the three o'clock position. 

Q. _Did you notice any movement by either aircraft to try and avoid the 
accidnet? · · 

A. The Caribou must have noticed him at the last second becua.Be he.tried to 
make a turn to the left. 

Q. Was it a violent movement? 
'A.· No, sir, he didn't have enough tiln~• Fran my vantage point it.lo0ked,like 

the ilnpact was with the rear rotor of the Chinook. 

.- . --.... ~ 
_; ! - ·--~' 

"' ........ . 

.·: ::.: ;,.!' 

Q. 
A. • 

Did you actually see °t:'le Caribou go down? . · ~--.. f 
Yes, sir. . . 

. ~:. ::: ,!!~o~i_;h~i~~;:~ ~ .. ;1':/: :!\~o~~:~~~~ =·~et<\* 
didn't pay whole lot o£ attention tO him. , · :?.tJ.0: 

Q.. You didn't see him make his turn at.all? 
A. No,· I did not. 

-"" .. ~;;:-: ~~~~,:~ 



.. ,. ~~~-··:. :c·• - ..• t.~· "~ . "'" ~~ 

. . '.~~~~~~l~:-:;_. . ~: ·.' ~: __ .... _.•_.·;·~_~:--.·_·~.---~ ..... ·_ .. ~_:.•~ J_:_·_':"_~_~.~-~.--~--~-~:-c?_~--~ .• ~.:_:_,.._~.z .. _.'_.···.· .. ~ .. ·. 
·~:~--~\1;i·r-;~:·:~\:·:""0";·-· · · ·. \.__ · - --..~:- ~~-· cs: 

1-:'..· ". Q.· Was the descent of the Chinook grailu&i? 

'-~-· A. Yes, sir, it was gradual in my mind. I wouldn't be able 
~ · hOil m.acy feet per second but it was gradual. 

to estimate 

.j . ., : Q •.. Do you have any way of knowing if the Chinook observed you? 

'; . "' .·. 

A. No, sir. 

.. Q. In your estimation what would be the angle at the point of collision? 
·A •. I would say ten degrees at the most, sir • 

. ::?~·~f~ 

-~ ~··~t 
' . ~~~~!~. 

~ 
,,;~ 

IT we are to accept the teri degrees then' the Chinook had to pass very close .. ~:~'. 
to the left wing of the Caribou in his £1.ight pattern? · · . ! · ~.-.·?·:· 

Q. 

1 
.... <_; 

....... : 

J 
I 

!
\1. 

. . 
. 

~--~ . 
·i 

) 

A. Yes, sir, it was very close. , '}:;: 

Q. Did the Chinook make any type of turn? 
A- Yes, sir, about five seconds be.fore the impact ; he a thirty degree turn. 

Not really a turn but a piviot. It seemed like· a normal turn for a 
Chinook . 

Q. "What was your total distance fran Camp Evans: 
A. At the time of impact I was probably close to three click away. 

Q. When you crossed the center line of the runway how far out were you? 
A. About two clicks fran the :nmway • 

'(There being no further questions by the board members the Witness was 
excused and wi thd.rew fran the boardroan~) 

. ::· . -·.· .. 
: ... -._·· -- .. ~::. 

· . ..; 

-. .j.i-.... · ., 



... <1~;,.~r;}ffi~Js· ,;t~j~~~~~~;·:~~'.;f •.... -~~~;;;::,~;~~~~~f .1.0i2~~:··· .. 
~~~-~ci.~s~ -4 Herman Anderson, 11th Aviation Group, Camp Evw, Republic of . :~'4.~t?!n7~ _ ~s called as a witness, was sworn and testified as f ollowa: : -~~:,~~~~-

. ,!~~~~4§.i·~-r: !: ~ur t;::ic controller. . .. - ·. ·-: -- . . . ·. . ·.· ·· .. - ..•. -~.>_·.~.·.· .• -.: •• ~.: .. :::_·.·-\.· .• ~r 
t~~- ~-- r~ ~: [!E~~;::· '.~~(~.: ~ - . . .... ., .' .. -. --· • . L ~: ~-
; ~ ..,. -~~---~--'Where were you at the time that 70u observed the accident or did you.observed 

'
a~ . -..c~ ~~:':~~th~ 'accident? . : . : . ' ./::({ - ;·- . . . . ' ·,· ' '.,_. ;_.., .. ;'. 

i¥.:~?l~~-:~ .. -~l .was working the east side_ of t~~l~_~:_,.:~~- wa __ s a· ~;~~oiler ill the to~;:~'~ :;f.f.·.:.-~ 
-.. ~~~~ " ... ' ·- ~~-...-:'" ~·· - . ·:,... --:· 

-! ·1':";J.f'f.,-r:.Qi"!·Where were you physically lacated? .-«>:-: . . · ·· 
, "J-:1;:.,..,. A .. ·., I • - - , .. - i. . . ··:1_ ........ -::.·_:~.~-
f3~\fi;:}~···~ .;.. ···· . was in the tower. . ·-. . - ... ': . . _ .. _ 

1 ;\'t~\~~{' ru.~ . · · ha . ta - . th b th air ·art? ·--,-~. ~ ·:.~~.:_.~~-~.I._~_r_~>·_·· . . r.~~f t:f No; !: ' ve coo c" wi o ~ • .. _ '-"-

;-... · ': _ 'J~;- Did you hav.e contact With the Caribou? · · -, _--~~:-~ 
, <'.j/ '?.A. Not after his departure. . ... 

1.:.·_~.i.:.:.~\r_t_-.•. -~:-~t_f ::.'t_ •. :_t_ 7.:~: :hinook? . . . .. . . . . ... .· .. ·. ··- .-.- . - .. -
r-\~::;~~·-:;;c::~M . Nornially we do have contact. They.·generally contact us about a m.11~. or · ''&if:'~:. 
J'~~;~_-.· ,:~,_-_· .. ·' a mile and a half from the LZ dep~~ing upon which ·d:trec:~~o~,:tJiei .are · .,,_ ·· 
t .. ··- ·· · .c~g in from. · ··' ·· · <.:':~'. ·····-·.·-.. :.· · 

,,_ }~. What contact does the east tower have With the west t~~?. , .. j?; 
· :._·.~!~:- .. ·:·A.:,._we are right together, within s:i:£inches .of each·ot~·.;:'·.·/.:,•::it~ -<.(i.J~~ 

;_:;~.::J:~~-/··.Q."·: Traffic patterns that are fomed _on the east side;·o~- ~~e:."~!1; .. ~d ~e. 
f:j~~.}~ E~:~;~ are in fact controlled by the smne tower in the Q~e~p~~1, 

...... _ ~L~Y_ !: :~ ~:·:::::.r:o t:~~~a=h~~h:::o:t:: ::? contact ~th 
t~~:;;/.;h. ~:~ =~ :d:; knowledge he didn't. -· ... , _'!I 

- -~:-~·-;.-_·.~ Q. -At what point did you last have contact with the Caribou? _ ..... _ ·~, .. '-_/?}·/~f!lJf, 

.;:.·~·-···-: .. :=."' .. _:_'.··.·.· .• ·l_.:.·.i·:··~~; .. :·.·_·:.-.~.;_ .. ~.~.;:.:··.·_.·~~··: ,:· On departure when he was cl~a:t"e~-.f~r take off •. That was ~he}}~st c.a13:;'.' .·. ; __ ·~;~;':/"' : ,_ 
· .'-..~ · .· Is a right turn out normil for traffic departing to.~th~-.--~Otith'?.;~;:~.<;{,:~~;::-~:t:;;~~~/;-7 

He µad departed 36 to the north ~d.,the right turn ·out :or 'thit)li.~"~~:\., 
:/:'~.\:t~::- . . .·- · · . . . · : ,~~>-: · . :· .. · · ·· ·, )!~;" -:~;> .. ~; {?t~~::'.:~1~~~:~f.~~j 

...... _,; Q. Was the Chinook coming for a J,a.ndizig or was he just pa~~:f;ng·:jl;l,~-.ar~;:~:-¥'.~:f~~ 
>·)t · ·you have any knowledge? . . .~- . . ·. ..': _.· -· ... _ :_~-· ·,~·/.f.~/-I,$~~~:.-;::~?J,1 
··."::, ··A.· I really couldn't say, sir, t}le first time I saw him .. lie was .tq tbe: !iOl":'th.:...r;} 

C
:7· ·:.~: ·· east of the LZ. It was possible that he was entering trattic;-wt"."Qtila:~-~'-::'.~~ 

\ ·:~:·'_:: · · appear that he was just passing through. - · :_ ~:·.,~·.,,._-.;,:·. "::-;:;~\ 
__ ,,_,.,. ·:;·' ...... .... . . ' ':- ''.·.=:_ ... :· .. 

~:"i:~.-~-~ .. :..~~·:(~. -. -.. ~ :~--,. -~,\-.. :;r: 

1.z_~~·?_;.~_· .. i~.~~·~-·":~-.:~.:.:_~;.~.~--~·~::' ... ·_._: .. ~_-:_-~.·_~._:_.-.'_·.,_~_· .. : __ ·~.·.-~_ .~ __ ~·':·_:_·.·.·.··:.·-·._-.:.-.·~--:: .: ·. -..... __ , _._ ·· ..... ·-- _ , .. c: ::: ~-;~\:· ?·r}~~:1'.~ ~· · __ - -- . ·"- ·- ,~~· ... :,~1J,1~:·, ... c .' :~;~,;,{.iLJ,,;;;Jf;$P ~ _-,, " 
. . -- -~=- -



·- ~- -- - -~--

... -;--...·-.... ---· ··--- ·--- -·~ .... 
•- ••• ~ ·- ...,.,.._ ~·-~., __ r __ 

' 



' 

... . ~,-
c: 

_,;f;Pf:}' . • -. }';!f··.1.-.·.:~f·~,-.: .. _f.-~_1.·.~.~-_;_:_._ .. ~.-:~_;_·.··~.~.~_'f i , . 
-~~::. )t!lJ~~~f f }::~ · . : -· . :·:,::· /. _r\·~ 

. :;.i::;~·,:;d,~·r::-:h001:what yuu kr.ow now that is where the impact ocurred, is that· is normu;;_:;z.~1: 
:~~~~:r:;·: ::~,-point of entry for a helicopter traffic .coming into your landing zone?~·-;'..."; ~~ .... ::~~1.,~~-".: 

~:~:"'.';·;~~. · 4. ·Fran the point of impact that is not a normal place of entry; · Normally . >>: .. ,,;:""""~ 
~'..:-:{i.~~·y:~;?-'·.£, they enter the pattern more fran the east~ Normally they eriter a patterii'.\~7':r:~::B;~~ 
· ; .. _,,l: .. '_.::~ . just east of the LZ outside the green line. -·-::, · >.~t~ 

~c-'".~>·;.·:" -~4.. ~· '.~\~-

1 ~:-~~:~~ - Q. For the record Evans Ba.st is operated in the same location as Evans .:..g{ 
~~;~;~ :i·: . . West! · : ::~~~~~ 
.. ·. . A.. · ·Yes, sir . _ :·;rf:; 

'·'"'· 
~~,~-, - · Q. ·. · Did Evans West ever make axry contact 'Wi. th the Chinook? '~:?.·. 

ij :·;. :'~: ::~:g n:e t::;i~:t:~ caning into Evans F.ast what is bis r~ei! ;,j~-~~ 
~ii ~-··· .: . · ./'. ·: ·:.-. ·altitude? 
).?t/:. -· :- ~:·:A~.-~ 700 feet on the dawn wind leg. ' · -

~~tt·-~·.' ~:~.-~ Normally speaking traffic taldrig Off f'rom 36 and making the turn iiould be. ;~:· .; ·,.:: 

-,. .. · '. ~ •. ~~ine!~~u~~~~ ~:;n~ ~iimb ~.'.-what not he would be over the traffi~;-~·~:~~<:·~~-:i 
- .. - . - , -.-- . ··. . " --~iz~;~; 

·- .. ~ . .;1':_;.~--

-~i.~~; 
: _.:.--~.(-t 

.. ·;.·_-. . 

Q. Do you have a nurumum altitude fer inak:fug· any turns before entry?· 

~--. • ::. :od: :: :; :::dt::::.r;::·p~es making~? . . 

,.A. ·It is a thousand fee-:.. on a dow wind leg. 

...;.-' .. 

· .' {There being no further questions by any of the board members 
.,~~ .. ~>:~:,;'excused. and withdrew frcm the broad.roan.) 

. ... ~r.->. 
:.~~i~~ 

the witness was - : : . .:·Z' 
'-. ~.:: .. 

·-· 
--·: ... 

. ',.::.:-··-' :4 .. :.···· 

···.·:-

--
.- • ~-1 • .. . . 

·--~ - -

.. -~·~!· - . ) 
- - ._ .._:;: 

~--:<":: .. 

_;·(:-)·:-r.-.f: •. 

~.;..-/2:_;:_:: .. ;;_~~~;_,'', ... 
· .. :-

. ::: ... _.·. - -~-:-__ -:__ ·. ~ 
... -· - . 

... -. -



Q. 

A. 

.. , ...... ·.·..;.,.-
: ::- .. 

of Vietnam, was ·called :'~i.;\ ,, 
. ,,,._,,_ 

"''• " . _,· .. ;;f ~: 
That would:be. !-"ight .. · ::~:~' 

; -~~-~~ 

Will you tell us just what you saw? .. ·• · 
I didn't see the Caribou mitil he was straight away from me. ·I sit.back 
here and watch than all the time because I am getting short and .. am ready 
to go home. I watched him c'ircle', gain altitude. I• thouglit I was seei.D.g 
things. I dirin 1 t think he was going to hit the Chinook, but the.n the 
Chinook came up right behind him. He caught part of the tail section· 

. 6:f the Chinook. It was the left hand wing of the plane that caught it. 
It looked like it also caught part of the cockpit. · 

Looking straight ahead and using my hands as the aircraft, which aircraft 
would be on the left and whicq would be on the right? 
The Caribou made a circle and was caning arotmd. The Chli:iook was right 

~j . ;· / ·-::.~:,. 

-:. ~--:;:·~~ 

.--.-Ti~·' 
..... :_i:~~~-

.. ' :_.c. __ ..,. 

_· _·._:_:-.. 

here and the Caribou caught it With the Wing section as it was turning. ::::""". 
The Caribou kept coming right around and it looked like he was going to . , . 
settle down in the rice paddies. The tail section of the Chinook came off.·':·.;.-~= 
I wont t ·swear to it but I bell eve sane- of the Wing crone a£!. . . ·~- ~ 

~- ~-~ 

·:~~ · · :.-Q. ·w6uid:<you say that. the helicopter:was flying ·strai.ght ~head.like: thi:{ · ··~-;~ft~~ 
• . and the Caribou was coming up.. and turillng? Did he come up and turn from . _;" ,.:;;.~ 

the inside or did he swing to the outside or what position was the Caribou :". :<~ 
in? Did he cross for instance like this? .. ,-'-"' 

... ~.--J . ~-:, . · A~ · I though my eyes were playing tricks on me. He came right aC:ros_s like he .<~f ~ 
~J~'.-:. .. ~~"':/.·' wa? try.in~ to ~c~e .him, as a mat~er of spe~g •. Then.he caught ~e_ ba~k. :":~~:;·~iJ'. 
"""F"';Fi>=" c : . "·· \tail ~ection :oI .hlm. It looked like the Caribou was going .:to go right over,~ ;;.~ 

:::,:: ::'; i~~1~;~~j~e f:3~he ~~ Md the C~b~ was ~oo~~,,i~~r! 
_ . ~~~·\.,--· ~- ,".2· . When you first obse:-ved !hem and the- _aircraft was going aw.ay !ran y0ul'_;·;:-,~~?~t~ 

~;~~; ~t,F..!!"b~~t~\~~·1~e o~ i:~ the Chinook? .. · .....•..• · ·.· . • >~:·f,)~~~ 
. Q·;--:-'Wllen· you observed the two aircraf~_-wb:i.ch .. ane was, on· your r~ght: .. ~"~~~)~~ 
•. -_.one was on your left? . · . - .. .,. ·:.:~: -.;;,<·J~.'~.;;.-:~i~{ ·~ 
·-A. ·The Chinook 'Was on.the righ~:and tb,e .Caril;>ou was en the:-1.ei"t~ '.·:,:_,·~:-~~i/\:,$~ . . . . ' . . . . . . . . ·. . .. : :~~~:,·:. s -~-.::¥'.~):-'"" 

·.. Q~ : Was the Ch:inook flyi_.ng straight and level or ns it. tui-_xtj.ng,r··."~ ·~:),'";~:j'~'(1:~ 
A. I can tt really say because T wasn~~ ·paying that-much :att;~~~C!ix?~)¢.~; .. ;-~ · 

looked like he was just £1ying level. · '·"::_-::·:.,\:-~~;~~~(~ 

.. 

. • .. 
. -~ '· 

. . ··. ....:· . . - : - .. -·· 

. ' ..... - .. 
·, ·_-. _.-·: .. · 

·- .. -·-_ ... 

. ::··-- .. · . 
. . .. -· .-.- ----~ . 



ij~ ·~_;,,.~r~rf:1~z~~-1,ttP:r~~t~\'~rt~ .. r '. i~~YEs'· : ... c ,d::,·s::J#f ~tjf 
~1~~·,:~\::~·~aribou was doing what, was it climbing ar turning ar what? : • ;~€: 
·(f , t·'; ~~~ed to l:e making a bank like it was going to go ot:f on a dil'f eren~ ; ... · , ~J~~l~l 

_', : >Q;.:,<:Ptd it appear that it was attempting to tli:rn fran your left towards _you right:_---:"::iIJR 
."~~:~ .. A~;~;.Iri:a sense I would say, yes. : - . ._ . .<: ::":~ 
<·;~:~~~.:~~--~~·::t./:'.-~~:.~-.' ... ·_ ;,~;·:--~--:- - . . - ~ ·~~~i 
~:-? ~ -9·;:L,_Wha.t ·do you mean in a sense? . _ . . >-: :\fB~f ~'!f~ 
,,{.:'-::; .A.1'.?'l'he' Caribou was corning fran around .. here.arid it seaned like it was going · · ... ·· 
.· - . :) {to "go off on an angle like that and .oi~he -<llinook was caning in. 

. ··, - .. - ~- .:·-i - -~. 

- . 
· .. Q •.. ;_Izirelation to the map, this would be'.fue main road, this is the airfield, 

. :· . "· now aft.er the aircraft took off apprax:imatel.y- w~ere did you first notice the 
_. , _. .. ·.ail-craft? 

·:-. :, A.' :About. right straight out • . -~ -- . . 

· ·:_ ... ;~;Q.:·r,\ni.ere wa~ the helicopter? 
·.'?·: '~·A.·r:,It was back down here. 

· :Q~·-The aircraft had taken off was turning heading back 
: _·he catch up with the helicopter? · .. , .. 

A •. Yes, sir, he overtook it. - · 

do-wn this way now -did. 

Q. Was the helicopter heading this way or did he generally follow the road? 
A. Do-wn the road. - .. · ..... 

. --~'·,;'· .- ·- -~··_ - .. ·,_: ~:;:·i~ 

•:,..-. 

Q. You didn't notice both aircraft at the._same tillle did you? 
· - A. -. · r· saw the Caribou first and then the CbinoOk. 

: : y:: Q~ ·-. The Caribou was heading in a Southeast.eriy direction and the 
, ";;-~. . traveling in basicly the same direction?, - -
· ' -A-..~-•Yes, sir. · 

- ::·· .... , ·. . :--:-__-..~_. 

· ::- Q~· When you first; observed them the C~o\t-was to your right is 
: ~~ Yes, sir. . ~ ·: 

... Q~ ·_The Caribou would be to your left? 
- ·.A~ · Yes, sir. 

- ~. -; " 
·"'. 

... -~. . Q. Both. heading in the southeraster1y Qirection?. 
'.· . . . .• A. . Yes, sir. 

<'.,:\_ :--~~ ~~ ' 

' ·_ ....... :. 

""":.· 
. . ·· -

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Were they converging on each other, <were t~y heading 
or were they just heading parallel to each other? 
They were heading parallel to each oth~. 

Now how long had you watched them trc;ln the 
. until impact? 

A •. I couldn't really say • 

tl~~:.;;: .:: ; 
. - ......... -· -- -· 

toiiards 

- . ·- -· .· .. ·. -: . : ~ ' . . :' . - '. ~:· -.. 
• • - 'L ~ 

... 
--· · .. 

Chin ok was "''4 ·~-:-··>"' 0 

-· " .• lif j 
that.. correct?.<~'.-~$~; 

.. ;<>Y~I 
- .. :-.. :.. -:~ ;,..~·.: 

.. - .. 

ea0nr~f "?YJf ~ 



: . 
: ·._'" •. J·.~-~~~ .. ...:· ~ -

- 4, 

..... ;.:~:~~~{~~:::. 
,~,;~~~·~·.·:_ ·.. . 

t::~:---?.~~. ·!:· ~~e;~ey cease to fly parallel to each other and start converging on 

: .. ~;:·-.-_A •. You mean time Wise? 
.-.,:;. _,_ - . 

7;.\~-':-~&Q~ '.Na, I think you said earlier that the airplane caught up to the Chinook. 
/:'<<~»A~. The Chinook was right here and I saw-the plane make its circle and cane . 

·'. s_ ' . • .. over here • .. ~ ·--· - - . 

·.sf:.~· ,'.Q·.: .. Did it appear 
' ·-A.· Yes, sir • 

to you that the Caribou was ov.ertaking the Chinook? ;: : 

. · Q •. · I believe you said the Caribou was up here flying straight ·and level? . 
-A~ .. , No, sir, that was the Cm.nook. 

· ,.:_ :}::~i'Q. ·-And the .. Caribou was 
·· ~~~- .-.:~,<A.-~:. ·Yes, sir. 

.climbing? 

... ' - . ; . , · ...... . 

_, _ _. - .. 
.. -. ~~;- . . 

· .. :. ,. 

---:2> 
- . ··--· .... 

--: ·:'.c~;,. 

·:~~t~~ 

-: .:<<~~i~: 
- - ·=Q •.. At the time that you first s.;i.w the two did the Caribou or the Chinook have .-~- ·· :·'."..~ 

~· " :'. .. ,th6) great~ al ti~ude. 
A. · When I first saw them the Chinook was actually higher. 

_7.~:~·:/~- -.":_·~ -)-
.c-'. :_ -~--' Q_. -D:l.d:tbe Caribou make any sudden turrui .:or did he follow a basic flight pat:.. 

' .---~:-· - _:-:tern?-.- . .. -

II ::5:.::: >:.jA:_ ... :,Re.~·se~ed to, b? ~g a tight. band., bank. That is wily' I figured that he 
·~: :- ·;. :·• c.:• • . was: going to IJUSS him. .. . ·· '"" 

I:<~~~ .. %~;_::~~-:·_.~;.~-:-~~~ .... -.---·.·: • ::-·· - :;·.; ........ .-·~.- • • '"• ... ~-·. -· - -
c~ .. -'...;-'rQ._ Just when he got behind_ the ~hi.nook ~s that the time that it appeared'.·· 
; '- ,- . -·,that he banked to the right? ·. - .. , . · 
· ._ -- A; -Ire.was caning"like this and here are the raters." - He banked like_this-.;:and 

-:·- -

~ 
. """;._:. .. --·~ 

--. ··-··· . -- ... _~s-:..-~.~~. 
-.. 

"•':" 

/r~~:~~ 
· , turned into the rotors. '" ::, -·=·· -·~ :: ·-r '" .. ·: - .. --~~~~;~ 

l,:.::f~:·:·{;.'b.ere being no .further questions fraii ~y--of the -board ~embers ·the Witnis;-_~s · - ·_::.-~: 

)~~ff~c,used ~d nthdrew fran tha broadroao.} . · . .. ..·.. ',ti 
;_·':,: 

; . ·'· 
·-· 

:· ... -·­
,-t .. 

-
._,_ , . 

.. ~ 

. _·;;. ~· .. 

:£_:(_ ... _:_·~~.~±_:_,,,,:~~ ~rk· "'.'.~~ . - . -.: ... ;,_ ... -:··~>-- - "t$;.:~ 
""..:'- - .. ;~; .... ~ ' 2~:-:-:_.-_<.~_.{_~_~'_:.---... · .. :·~_.·.:' __ ',,.-.-~~-.• _:_.:: .. ----·.-·.~.= . -~ ... -~-t~- .. :,· • .-· 

.:~;'.;'·.: ·~ ._ .,~;:'. , .. e - • . :·:. ,~ . ::~'.~.'~\-: .";~:~ 
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.. · 
-~': Q. When ·you saw them were they traveling in the ~~n~ dire~tion?; 

A. 'When I saw them they were traveling in the same direction~ .• . . . . . ·- ->~ 
-. ' Q. If the helicopter was to the right and slightly l:eh!ndJ that is wt.at you :·, . .':·.Y 

said before, I think, how did the impact come abO;.xt? l'l:e helicopter had-to:-~.~~,-~ 
:.·_ ._" get in front of the Caribou in order .for it to r.it tl:e . ::."Otter of the . · · · 

/:.'·: .. ~.. . chopper, did the helicopter overtake the aircraft or w'!-..at'? - • 

' 

-_.·c/ A. -~·-·Z"ley hit eac..'1. other like this. 
' ;_ .. ; ·- .......... 

-:> -:··· =~ - . 

•.:;.'Q. 

Q. 

A. 
•. 

· ... · .... · 

Did you see them before impact? 
Just at the point when they did. 

You saw tpem just at the point of impact? ··-

. All I saw was when they hit eac~ other.. .- • . > .,. . . <- . >·t: .-;.:}_~:~2,:.·>j~~ 
When you looked up and saw them at the point of impact ·P!_e:e they:.~~f.f-:.t.0--;tf~~'.·;\:"· 
right side of the road or the left side o:f._the road? . : . · ... <- ::· ···- '.;c.~·~::-.x;~' 
As I was looking at them they were off to.the right. side ·of. the ·r.~i<iY · · ''<:.: 

!.·· 



I•- .. ---- -·~~-._, - - ----·--

. -~"f';!:~'!!,~·'f%1 ._%/flt,-:• .. "· c ''{~!f ~};,:t; .. j: ~· '.!'~- .. ·. c 
.- ;"3;f:(Q~--- -,'Could you tell how far off-to the right they wer-e? 

· ~ ~::-~;-~;~~_:!. ; Not really, but an estimated guess I_ would say this i..:; the 
... ~fu.7.{';: ·:·-:'.over 'about a hl.llldred yards is where they were at • 

. . :.~ ... ..,_:_~-;-;.~~~~- ~ ·, . ... . . . -~ -~ _; ' .::.~~ 

i~2{'.L~: >' ~, 9~ :- Immediately folloWing the impact ymi observ·ed debri-s falling~-_-co-u:;d_- ._Y: ____ -= __ ~_'_:_._-_·._{;? __ t:_·~.·~-'-.'. __ 
1:-\'.:0 :'.>~---- ide!!-tify 1ljlat the debris was: - _ - . _ . . _.' ._ .. 
~~~~ =/ : ~_A._ . -~ o, sir ;1 :not really) ~ecaus~ after I sa!! _tr.e c:-:noo ~ fall _ CU:d the _ ~~l:~ou _ .. : ~{,~ ;-
;;.~ ... -.... c'.", _ , • ..---: _ turning we had to go up a r..ill and it ldn.~ a c .... ,,. ofI ir.y vis1cn for a . . _,;._~.- ,(~;;;; 

-~.t,:}tf}' :."\·: .. _- sec~d ~f two. As -i.:e got ~o the ':1°~sh site i~- was~ all i..11 ~fla:ne:5 •. Actually_ ~;-h?i,_ 
if:i~~;£:~::,,·,:<~:~ -~_-I dic:W..n t see anything fall. The _orily thing mat 1 saw fa.11 was the :rot·::ir. __ ·:·:·_:: __ -_t_· __ "".~:-··:_~: .. '~_t_:~~_::_-_·. 
f :~~:-' : < .:_Q~ You did see the rear rotor fall of the :tell copter? - ..!;~: I{ , . . A~ ~e=~~~~~/~~\'.:%_ t1:w~ sa-•. Some pecpl~ have said C:.e saw ',jj. 
'f:r · Q~ There was no apj>arent change in the directior~ ,):f tr-~ aircraft. llr.II:.e.liately -·~r 

;h> _A> ~o~;~ ih:;;.:~:!~!n;.. Foley Co'cld give yoo. a lot more ir.!ormati"!' en .... ,;.{ 

:::r~-'.-.--; _~:::·:~~-<, -. ~t. -. - ,,_ - . . ~:~~ -· ~ , -- ,,.'· 
~- ~;, .. ->~>:9~-~--Iri. your estimation how far were you i'ran the col'ii6i.Jn poL'2t?_ ..';\ 
"!. f?: i, A.· _I_ woUld say a fourth of a mile. . .•. -

~~~--} Q •• _ Here is a map of the general'---ar.ea,'-'this. is Evan;:> and this is ttte -roa.d arid - · -\~ 
. this is basic where t!ie wreckage. is· now. Would you p>JiI:t c.r:.it 'on this~ ·part- ~:· ",~:::_ 

· - ~," . · icu.l:ir map -where you were at the_ point of impact? · . · - -: · · ~<~; 
We were· across the railroad tracks a:cd were i:c.t-o tti..is t·~n he'.!'e- and by :; .. ;ii~ 
this·-.dip here. Right between the dip a:nd the turn ju.st as ·W-e w9re canir..g . i'j~: 
out of the turn. Let the- record.reflect that he indicated that tt.ey"-were ~-·ciz_· 
,_out of the durn and wClS procee_d:ing in a nor~tr.rest fu~ctiotl orl E9ute. 1. . _ ~-~~ 

~ just on the hill. __ ;--::lt. 

the tcard B!~birs tr .• n~ •• a. wa·;·~I 
·--~~ ·- -~~~-~.;~::~l!l 

- '-~-, -. -. -',!.~:l 

i . 

. ·;·. 

- •' · .. 

;· 

·: '-~ 

-.. ' ... ~:·11 
. . ;- , .... ""x~ 

.. ·,,, . -:·<t~~;~~ 



.. -~:l·c~- -~· ,~:_.'/ .. ~-~~--.~-~_:,:_~:""'--_-,-~-~ . .r_~.: ____ ~-:_ ... ___ ;_.-_;.~_~--_;:~._;_·~-~-~-~-~-'_\~_-.- .. c / -. _-; _,_ z.::~<(x3:-~~:~~ 
... : <~:--- ;~-~ - ~~~- ;'·/~-_-:i~-~~~~~:~~-\i~~~ 

.. - . · ... ·~ : ._-._ .. ~'·:_-- -:~·_:·: __ ~_-.. :~~:.:{ __ .... 
'·.:tt:-- ':'"""';~• .·. ·-· -. -

'
-~ :seaminan 3 William E. Rodgers, 4th Battalion,· Construction Canpany, Camp Evans,~:-. .. {\ 
: Republic of Vietnam, was called as a witness, was sworn and testified as . . .. :.;:::/~;,~l ·, ·1 

.·.,·'~--~t=~e were you peysically when you observed the accident? .. •. . .•. J<~r: 
·_··. -~ ·('.··_·I wa·s at this Army Gate and we were catiing into the Canpound. I believe_ ,, '(.-..~:. 

'·<'\:; ::· ~::: :::• ~' t:~~t=on~~=~::: Oc~r~·- ·· .. · ·/'·:·· ·~·~:,~ 
-A.~. I. was at the gate and I watched the aircraft take off make a circle climb<2.:"':~·(_;~ 

.. . . and the Chinook was in front of it.·.-:.It hit the Chinook in the r-ear~· IZ';~:-'£··\f 
. >.saw the Chinook fall and the Caribou 'make a slight right bank a.rid then- come-~\:~_ . 

. . . . . -· -· .. ·- - ·~ .. ~y.~ l 
. 0n down. The Chinook came straight. down. · : · -';·c:- ,:_,~:-7;.; ... )I 

·· :: ~~?~:fi~:~~i;~\:~?1~~~1:t£~~r: :d :\ 't~I! 
going in this direction and when if' finally hit the Chinook they hit over __ -~~-~~$

1
1 

· .... _-·.in this area like this. ~~ .. :-:::;~A 
·. •. . • -~ NO,.~-~~l . .. .. ,~:~ 

i' .·.·· : ~: ..... ~:'·~~lane overtaking the heJ.l;cof1'ei-? . ~:(),~~~~~~{f I 
_:~~Q~ · What part of the airplane·hit what fart of the helicfu>ter? _ :: ___ i'.~.~fs~··{?J;?· :~ 

A'. The le!'!- wing between the engine and the tip of the wing is were :1t-.>~~~<}:-?t·~i'_,,"~~ 
I __ . the helicopter below the biades and above the ram. . It· took . the .~t;r.e~.:~i'.;JS;.;~~;-_:·~1 i;~·~,;~-I 
""' motor thing in that area and sliced __ it canpletely o£f. .· . · __ '. - ·,<~ : ::.::·~. ;.:}:f~1ii 

'•.: .;: :::::.P::::.::~:::1{ away? , ;:;f~~~:~r~~I 
' , A• ::os~pmp:::d o:li:: rotar blade. ' .··· .·_.;,_::'.~-~-~----~_.~::-~·_t_f_l_-.~- ., 

: >-(: ~: The helicopter just fell. It looked ~e his whole engine had.:_~ane Jl~~-·::;.7:A I 
>- -'. Q. They were both coming dawn the road in_ the same direction? . - : ~-_'/~- _.--(~~~~f"··_ · 
_ .. · A. ·Yes, - sir, they were caning in like this and the Caribou ~e in back ·· -- . -'·":: ~}t" 

of the Chinook like this. The Caribou ·was on the right side· of the Chinook~_: t~~ 

_ ._·Q. . The Caribou was on the right side Of the Chinook? ' ~ :, ~{~~:~ 
A. Yes,. sir, it was on the right hand si~e since the time of take off u:c:itil·' -: .,,,., 

the time of impact. ,· _ _ . '"<~§~1: 
- _.-: >.~~ .' :-. - -~ -~:.~~~~_:_. -;--:~~;;-~ 

. _ -Q •. Did the Caribou make any- change in flight pattern just before they hi~?.'(·~._;-:~~~~' 
:,.\ .. A~ A yes ~d a no. It loooked like he; could have been trying to bank_ a~~:':'~-:~t-r 

If he had of just _turned lef~ he- he._would have flow underneath-~~·-; m.:~2~:'·~::.:; 
. he had to do was JUst drop· his left wing and he would have gone under- _ , _•. <'.;'5 
·neath him. _,.,_""~· 



,_ .-

a defiriite mo.~enient jµst before they.hit? 

___,....,..........,..._,.,,..,....,~--.,.~------- - . -
' . 

"··.'I_· .. 
~-·-~ .. .-. ... -- ' .~·-(~ .--

-~-

:-.\:-q• Relative to flight paths would y0u say as .far. as_you observed the 
=-:-·:._; :-::·Jl8licopter :was maintaining a more or less· staticriary altitude and the 
::;"',i::-.· Carl.bou was: climbing. ·_ -~--~YJ~lt 
·;;?):.} .. f'!:~s, sir~- . . _ , __ . 

--. --- . >:n· -. 
- ~ ,_ 

·._ ·. ,.,_ ~ ., ..... { .. ;~:i. ' -The Caribou was traveling at a higher. rate ·_.of speed than 

,::'..·t:J:~;-3,:i;/,~~~ you could tell? · ·,; ~-~~\ _:~~- -~ :(_ . 

the helicopter:'·_-- · · 
- ;. , ..... - -· 

. . ~ . ~- .-

.; 

, __ -Q. : Fran -the period of time that you observed the' two aircraft there was no 
· ,_ chcµige in direction they continued along the same flight pattern until 

-tflejr- hit? - -
. A.-·_ Just: ~t one little turn by the Caribou. 

Q. Do you have a:ny idea as to the altitude ~at.the point of impact? 
A. ~Between three and five hundred feet, sir. 

-j<- (There _being no further questioris by the board members the witness was excused 
- and withdrew fran the broadroan.) . - ; 
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·?i. 

,·. . :;..:.,'. 

Does ti:is go into :mch tr..:ings a.:; 7 operating techniqt:.es and so for-th? 
Yes, si:r. 

Q~ Would y:>u tell u.:i ~'bat a r..0rmal taka :::ii:: .:-.::.i..ci. be f::-om a place like_ Camp 
Evans and what ia exp":cted? 

A.· At tl~e pre:3er..t tirr;::> -w·-= ~:ave apµ-o::ic!.ma t.6!.:j J_,000 ft. cf r-..:r..way av&.ila.c.i.e,, -up 
urr:..i1 aboi:.t a -..,·.~ek. ag.; We c-rI'.:;,y tad 1400 .. As iar as a typical take vff ·we 
normally take tr.e I·;,,J~.,.,a.y t . ..' tr.e ~d c..1' tr.o:; lie.:.d_, th~ e:x:t.::.~e.rr.e t:J:d t.=.~ take 
off end lir..e up and wait for in;:.t::'u.ctio:r~.3 f!';:m. tne t.:1toie:r. We g~ at i·un 

_.power: until we have taken off and made ou.t tur!l ana our out vf the: traffic 
·.·pattern. 

Q. Vlr.,,a.t speed wo-tld tr.d.!: clinic out be mads at'. 
A. r.t.e climb .::iut .,.,.,-:.J.l b~ made a 95 knot6 -...:mtll 3'uct. time. as it is r·ed1::..:;ed. tJ 

med.iJ pa,.re1·. 

Q . 
A. 

Is th:i.3 a fa:!.rly hig2 r.~:? :3e cliffio n:Be cond:i ti on'? 
It w·::iuld be a LJ:=e r..:igh altitude~ . It is definitley 
at 95 knot~. 

. Q. What is the vieit.:.1i ty at a 95 knot-:3 i:o,s~ climL 
A.· I v.:nild say it 12 a .:_::._ :tle leas ttan radical. 

a nose hi~~ altittide 

.. .. 

-~.:::-

-. ~ . ~-

.,.. 

... -·,. 

Q. 

A. 

Dv you !i...av~ a p:r\).:edu-e: set o-u.t i'or wt.ea y::m a:r-e in a threat arE:a a.'1.d I .-'., . _,. 
use the tenr..ir..Jlogy tt.rea t a:~a to mean ~r..e ir.. which ycu expect to get ·Sltl&l.l-_ :::. 
anr.5 fire, w!:e::·e ait<Sr take:. Jff y:m sort of turn and. clin4b? : · ,,,.:· 
This would deper.d on t.r~e lo(!~ and the ai:z.e p'3I*im.eter yv11 haveG· We· t.7 t::>· . . ~:-.'::~ 
stay inside the aec~e area aa mt;.ch as possible. ·,-:. ._ 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

A. 

_: ...... :~ .. 
. ... :;};_ 

Dv you cvnsider· Camp Evai.~a ;)ne of tha::Se. a:.."'eas? 
Yes 1 ~ir, I underBta.o.d t:'.lat Camp Evans na:s jl.;8t 
heliccptera shot. aow.::; ot:.tside tbe pez1.:meter·. 

r-e<:ently had a coupl6 or. 

.-,,;:.. 

Do you have a regulation or a p-ubli~hed :Pr·;;ceduxe where ·they Will n-'.1t 
their turn u."1.til they have reacr.ed a·-·certa.in height? · · · · 
Yes J sir. · - :'>:;:~-- · ·-:' · ·.· ..... .c, · ·· • · . · 

. ... -.: .. -: -- . 

- :.$~ 

sta;:t •r"#t 
. :~·. ·'_~:} 

irfj' 

-·--·--.. 



' 

' 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
.A. 

1,000 ft 

n~at 

Ye:':-! 
i.~ a. -

Q~ T~e A:_"':'[;_y t:a:s c-2! t.ai:_ .:·~gi._lat.i:r...:; at:C"'~t :·xai. :.ipe:-·&."t~.g pr·oceu.u.re::; do yeiu 
!':ave acces.: -r.,.:; t.'l.s,.:;i:=·' 

A. Ye:::J sir·_. fr,.::_c'°" r.C:t\-: °.::?.<>n made avail.able t.::i .... 3 fr-cm t.ime to time. wteUl~ 
·t:tuss 0n Camp Evac~ ::pt:• .... i.:.caL.7 I dvr..:t lc:..:-w. 

Q. I=- tb~!': a;;.yt:-.J.r;.g i:. ;,-.:1.:..:· f.r"':c~dt.Z'~~ t:-~t :ay )-V'..! go t.:> tte .Jper·atioc.5 
fac,.!.:ity. a.:. an r:-xa.~.pl-=:- Carr,p Evans ea.na :::-=~if U:e.::e are ar,y re~ui;:;tions 
as to ,.;ioat y·Jr.;.. car4 j..:;: 

A. ~L.),, si:r•_, ttt: l.::t (3;.r ta:; t.;:.~ p::stt,y- t-:p r~:. t.::~ on tti::i. They hav3 ::;.:mt 
p::JP:::..a ·.:.·d t~ ~·,~ -sqA~·.::.: . '·:i sir:-:~ We a.:£: t.~_.:::.!.:· main supp:i.iers _9 a::d hav-e 
brl.ef-::d. u~. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

' A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

...!".1. 
r _.,. 

.A,\J....; 

ar.y -:f "tt.e~-::: r·~i.;:;1:_:_5.s ald tt.=,,- p.:-:!.r.-:: c,.;~ t::.c..t tr_e:r·e -...-a::; a re.:rt:i-•ictior. 
t.0 2t.a:-t y-;._..:. -:ui"'_-: z~til y-:.·.:L ;·ea~bed a -::t.:.u:5and 1 .. ee-r,·? 

N0.~ 

C.Jn~:!.dering t.r.e pil.:;t.:: j__n tcs accida-.;.t co-u.ld y.:m give the board E.Jme cf 
t=:r.o~- qu.alif:.catL:.r.:: ·: 
As fa:: a;:; Capta.:.!"~ 5:;.7'.cy "'a=:: c.x.c-=t·!:-:!d I w.:·t:.ld. say 't~at he was pr':ca.t::.y .:me 
01.' t~c :1datandir:g &-L ~t.;, in tte c:cgar..i.zati:..r:.., Ha was top no-r..:::h. As f'ar 
a3 I:t Si:;~avon;, ":a:: cor.;.(.:er:c.ed hC1 was a·::.Jve aYe.~age. He was a gojd pi10l: 
cor.:::.ide:r·i.ng r.1.2 ~.sr.gt.t. ~f =--Z7.'ti.::e) age a:r:a experier:ce. 

.i..2 the: .. e a:tq way for y-:u. t . ..; p.!'.)jec-r. w't..J ·w-.:i.ild nave teen at tt.e cztr.Jls Jf 
the airc-.::·aft o!"l tl::.at take cff? 
Nv J s:L:·; I '.v·;;; .... 1.a. r,a'T8 c · wa.v .::,£" l.t.r.~~...:!1$ r.e.:::a~se 

ai2field tacau.2-.:: tnsy :..d·•e a _::;000 feat r;m~ay. 
type 

W:~at 2tat.c..:> mu.s: ·~.,.--= _.:-pi:i..Jt. ::-tai.r. tai.':J!·e r.E:: i.5 allc·;.l'ed to make a i:aK3 
.)ff'? 
P..e can Il!ak.e a take .::ff i'r.:;m a type :1: ai:r·fi.eld wi;,n ar. IP ab·Jar·d. ·;;,it::::.t:.t 
pa-=isenge:(2 at•C-a.r·cL I. am gstti.r::g my type.5 -:-._r._:';.l3ed. f1·cm a sh..::·r.i; rield 
he is net all.y;.;·ed t.::. rr.a.1.t-= ar:.y takeJff= :.::;~ ar..y lanciingB TNithv-u..t and 
in.structor pil.;t aLat<:! and ~-e .::ac;.:c.:it ii.ave pa3 =~nga::".:> aboar·d.. .:,n type 
J:I ai:cf'ield h'S m...i..-st. 2i-t::e~:· "":;s -r,;.i.t:f! a2 IP .:.r ;;.~U:. a..."'1 AC tr.at nas at ·1ea.et 
200 hour·:: L-ri. c.::rruriar.d .::.:: tr_'3 a~Lr-aft. Or: a typa :-II ait·fi eld eiL-:e-c an 
l"P or AC that 1"..a:o a lea.::t 200 h,:r!.ll·~ i.: .. tb::: air.:::r·aft-. 

Wnat type of paa;scr~g.gr:;? 
Oc.ly from a type rr:, 

Q. 1-egally h~ c::n:.:id ·r;ave =-=er:. in tt.a seat'.:' 
A. Yes~ sir. 

\ 
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.. _;.~~".''?" .• .,_; : ··:t;· .~~ :~-.~·.·.~-~-.~~.:_._;:~-~~:_·.'.~.v.:~:;·._· .. "_,-.~.;~.i./=_r~~_.. ___ .~_~:;_ ., . .---~ 
·,~>;s!;F~,:·=:,~:-=~<::~·-f.;fc;.--:?f < , ('> .. ·: - ~-~ - . r· . 
·{_:· ~~y Q~ · A r.c"W rr..an a.:-riv"i!:.g in tr.~ .:r-ganliat!..;:r: ::.~, ...:-Jr•=lcie1ad a-C:i-~pilot a.r:t=Jr 

I ::-

wtat? 
A.. After he ho.:3 cJmpl-et.2a r-~~ci~e I 8.J.'"hl P:-ia:e :·.:- L"l. te!1ri.inolog:,·; v;.ten ha cam~s 

iI'- w·e c~r.::i.:1-?:· ~:iJr, 1.•L'it;aill·..:.=d ar.d !"_9 _:5 :!..::~ fra~..ing w:til ~e is at lea:::t 
·w:o.r:'ld..~g ·:111i t.t a:: ~~2 :.r~-· c. tc:r- pil.:.t. :::ar1 =-:: g·:.'"li. s a cte:e:k r·ide 1:-ef 0:--.:: he 
is u.pgr•ad~J : _, ~he~ g::: ade cf C.:, .. p::.l:it. 

Q. · Tt.is·'!v·as the pr·.Jcedt..r~ ·:ll· t:. '3.::h.iav;:.u:'t 
A. IE::; · ::-L:"; ·.-..e f.ad. app:::·.:.x:i~ately 750 h,:rc~ tc.ta:.. a.""1d ovet' 450 r .. o~·:::; :in ... t:t.e 

· a.i:r-.:::c·af· t. '.-:t: ha~ t..t!er: i.n t!:e o:r-gar..izati::,r.. at :J-;;-.: six months ar.d has j •1st. 
:-,. · rec€:ntly ~<::"='- i..!.fgrad.ed. to fir:it pilot~ 

'· 

' 

Q. YJ"...:. said L2 had a t: t.c..l tim.e 0f ever 700 :-~.:;w:·:; ·: 
A. App;--:-·:-X:.n.atel.y 750 -'.:.: . ...r·-:, 

Q. What wa.::: tr~ 400 1:ct...:· tig.Je? 
A. That i.:: r.d..s t;ta: ;:a:c··:."i::)•.i t.in.e iL c":>unt~·· 

Q. I3 ti:,:;:r-:- aL a'._re:::·:ie;s -~;-_g~;~ ,·,f ~irr..= -i:hat :.::; r·-::q~ed f.:ir a man tc r~ac::.:. 

A. 

·Q, 
A. 

Q: 
A. 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

AC? 
Bs ll'!.1:.·:--r., h.a·;:c a?r;:..:-::(1.t.T'! ..:,t ~')O ~.-·c..:r:< int.·=--~ 1.a:::.:•cu. ar~d a total -cm.e of 
600 ·::: . .)i:..r 3 .i t. ~f v' .,;. u . ., ~. ~ ..::.:msi.:i.e:::·sa L.;z .:..~g.:: ad::.'d to fir st pil0t. 

How about t0 AC.·; 
He rr..uet have a minirr::;.n~ total flying time 1500 hata"s flying time total· 
and. a total of 125 hours iri the Caribou. 

Tr..i.s total flyi_ng tin:.:: ca."l th.cit be wai1red? 
Yes_, .si~) if i::e has tr..e approval of the Wing Commander. 

Yo-u:r pi.lets az•e f.'.x:pected to exe.:ute their ti.:rr:n when they feel tb.at t."!ey 
are free o£ traff'i.c? 
Yes, sir. 

Would y;:,u tell m;:,, ·i-/cat y:. -· :near~ !Jy fI;ee tt·afi'ic? 
Well, above tr.e t.elic.::.Ypter- t::·affic or tr..e surrounding traffic in the ar.aa. - . 
'fr..i2 i::a.:5 teer:. a v'3r·y ~'t.:' Jng pcir.t sir • .::e I r ... av~ taken over because cf the 
i'":.!.gh traffi.:: demir..y in the az-6-as 'that we w:>rk in. We do oper·ate under 
hea""'Y tI·affic c.:ir.::umtitar:c·e,3. It has been empt.a.:iized time and time again. 

Do you know what 
Camp Evan:<'? 
N;..:1, a.!..r· - 't'ec.a-i.:...7:8 

t!:e r.cr~1a!. r-~lic.Jpte-r· traffic pattern altitude is at. 

Going along "1°i th y.J1~::: d"::fir.~ ti on your pil~t3 ~hould not start their· ti.u.-n 
until at .lea::it 700 feet"? What would y011 conaider a .m.bi..imum amount to 

"·,-·-'· 

.. -.. --~~-~ 

.. ' ~-- .. ~?:~) 
.,1·1-:-"-; 

. ;ff~' 

. -~~ . 

. :: ~-~· ;,·~ 
~ .. _ .-::·,.,::'{.~- ~: 

<~~~ 
;\\i;~i1 

A. 
.=.:Oar· t you::: tu:.:r. ·:· 
See ar.a be seer;. i.3 
av.:-!.d traffic t.hat 

al.l I c-ar. say. So many times we have had to turn tC-·· ,_ . ':·\~i~ 
wo car.'t sat a hard and fast '"'1e. :~~I 

.. ,o.,)!t_,.i 

\ .. 

.. . -·- -- . ------".:..:...-:--~'-'--·---..::.··~:;·.:.:,:/_;.:,,.;:.:.···-"'··'...;'~·~:.;;• ---=·~· --~-----,.....,~.,._...;,.;...-.;.;_.....;.-.·r.,"'-.;~-.. - ..... ~liiliili!liiii 
- . 



·~";' .· ,,'.,,;"'fY ;;:4Wi"' r:cp~,~~1c: ~1'!t'S,~~:· , ·, "--c· -. . . ,-":,::~~~ .. ;~~\;i 
-:"ft(··~;.Q;"_ -~ou-bave your people pretty -;.rell briefed on Camp E°•"aLs? · ' --

,,t~fc' A:• Y~S, !'fr. - ·- .'.. . . 1Q! 
.. ~ .•. ··.~.~.T_:: __ :_:~

0

.:· • :_·Q .• _ _._--E~=-u~S::~~~d.th1 tr:: 5.-i::.stmc:e of' any putl:ilied regulations on procedU:res at Camp.·-~~~;~:-\?;t 
~t _ _ ....... ~ "'"'IJ.l. t'= n,):::n~al to follJW" Air Forca pr-escr·ibed pattern . 'that is/;.~•:::''." P 
:l- :-~-~~{-:~:·-_·:_,·,,: .. ·.·.·. ,'. an entry leg dc-wn w-'~d'? · · . ' .. -'. .- ---~.<:::;:~~~,,~~ 
!/~~<>·- .-A: We'I'e gi·.ren ir-:5t!'J.Ctions cy the tvwer .at E\.~a.r:s. . . -_ ;; '{_~}ti_'.r£.;t~· 
:.]~~~:/;;:·· -.:~".. ': .· ... ··- ·.. ~ .. _ .• ;·~'~t"t· ..... ~· 

l
-L~i5::t.-:f"\Q .. :-:: IT you had s0mett.in.g to offer to pr~t collisions such as the one at':· :«·)'=-~~i 
;§_-j)~~-:-Fy>>: ·-Camp Evans what ~-0i.;~a th~t S"~gesti~- 'te? . _ . · . ·. , _ . · : ~·~-:~:\::;;}~ 

: J'.t:;: : ~::"·A-.-. One word PU.:9 ana ,/~ly-cvntrol~ ,ana~by cam::~l. I mean .the. c. ~tr~l agency:~~~- : 
. -~:::- .. ,- .· at t.lie statioc. ..ow they are going to manage this I couldn't- begm _to . .,,: 

I
i_;_-~ imagine. But ('~~c..tr:;;:J..ing the traffic both fix.E<d w"ing and rotary wfug· · • - ·.· · :r~; 

. <:--, :' . becau.-se .in th:' ~as~) I.w~s u-p there_ ~ay before fSst.aI-day, the tower.o:Pera~_{j~~:; 
·1 ~ ·:__ --. . waa very specif1c :..n giving instr"UC't1ons to helicopters to cross center ... :";};£ 

.:,} · · line and there wa~. ~. l:e1ic'Jpter t~a.t cJ:-u.ssed ~der me ju.s~ after. take off : <15}~ 
· t , .. -·:c-:.;-; and he was well w.nn.:..r.L the three miles that t.he tower briefed him on. - .j: .. _ 

. }.- .control is tt.e a.r..::w~ 'td hm;.· y..Ji:;. are going to ge:t it I j·u.st ·car: tt imagine.-:~ t~<: .,. ,-

. ·~ .. _. People coming tac.h: -...-:_ tt. radios shout o-i;;.t a~d things like that. 

I"---;.'. -
' --.: 

-.;; '. --. ~ ·. ~ 

-

_;t<,' 

Q~ Du you f ael ttat u~ir..g the pe:'i.~eter 0f tte ca.l!p aa the airfield control 
·. zor.!.e ia sufi':!.c:iel'.' ... t o:· do yo-.:;_ thir.k it sho-u.ld 'te extended along Air Fvrce:~ 

lines say tr..e f i ;·e m:..le 1.imi t? · 
A •. Once again contr.:>l i::i all :important. If yo"J. can insure that contact will 

be made tb.is ·~-'Ll.1. help. 

· • Q~ Wr..a.t about climt c.;;:'.:ido1·d specifically ffo'l' army helicopter·s? · . , 
. A. Specl.fica.11y r_-.:;t or-;y cl:i.zr.b c-:.n-id:>rs but saparate traffic patterns. 

.-:·- ~.: 

(.There being no fru tht:i:J'." q0.estians by ar::y members or the board the witness was- · ·c:--.:. 
'· ·:excused and withdrew fr.Jm the boardrocm.) -:'. -: . -__ ''.:~.~~;.:;,'? 

-. ~.:1~~ 
.. : :; .::-._:-~:;t?~ 

,_ .:".~~$ 

•".F .-

- . :- .._. 

- '· ... :~ > 

·:· ~·.:::·..<·· 
-- -~·-· 



_. . •\'" ~,~:~< ,! :~};:zr::~~~'~f f ... ~=·-.. ~ ;%P & T·"-~ -~· · ·· · ,~r:J}'.f f~~;. 
·-~' .;.,--:...- _,;~.'.!'olonei ·B;a.thfor-d R ~ Ricl:a:r·daon, 537th Tacti~al Airlift Squad.ror:., Phu Cat Air' ··· ... ='· 

'1\~~se-, ·;RePtI:bliC:-·of 'Het:.!:lm r..'ds called as a wit.r.es.5, ¥as sworr: and testified as 
~jtfol.lcw·s l -
j. ~; ~ ;~~~~ .~~ .:. _.~ -· . • 

- -~-.,-!.~ . Whs:t is :your job in tte squa:iron? 
·'·'.:_.~!-~-: 1 am Ops offi:er and A.;r,ir.g Commander at t~e tiIT:.e. 
;:f·.< ;:. -.. w ~ <-=~- : 
i..~ .... -0~-\ HoW long have 

-/~~:~.Ar, S:U:ce the 1st 
;·;{~--'.:·· _.- .w-~; ~· ;., • 

you been Ops Officel"? 
cf A: . .:.gti.st ')f this year;_ 

. ': .. ~ . •. 

. .:'. 

i ~~"-'.ci.,'.- :r .wonder if you would g-::i through for us· a ~onr~-tl p:-oc..:ji.;..z"e fo~- take say f.r'.9~• 
· : ·::,·Camp Kvar.s. - · · · - ... 

· · - A. ·At Evar:s 1;he r·unway is lori.g enoug..li. that ~e dor.:. 1 t. ha.ve to use 'tr.e ST')l. t.:::.ke · 
cff, J•· takir.g off fr err. Eva.r:~ "Wl7- t::lke off -co the !lOrth and cli.!P.b t,.;p at 95 
kh.otb' a~. MF.TO po.,..:e: 1~" ·=-"dE-r ~ .. o swir~ h .. :gh e-r..cugh and. bwd.y .frcxn L"1..:orr.ir.g. 
tr·affic. 'rhen >Yt? tt.;.r!'.. to ·t~F:> :·1gt't· ~~d p~.!'"i:!.l;.el bigh;.:ray l back ta • .-a:d Ft~u.' 
&.L 

· Q. Do you have in your· or'v~~aur'es c:.. pre:scr'ibed al~·.i t·:irie ·u·..a.-:. you will c.li.rr~b 
to after a .take off'? 

-A~·. No sir) just. climb until you have reached a safe engil"'.e speed, 

·. Q; ':~..at l.s a safe er.gine spee~ 
.A. •.. 84 kno.ts. 

·· . ., 

-. Q. Do you have a published procedur·e tba.t is hostile te!'rain that the crew 

" .· '. 

· ~will attempt to stay within the coniihes of the fr·ier..dly area or pointir~.:._, 
out that they will neej to turn faster than P..ormal -after take off? : ' 
We do not have a letter or anything that I am familiar with. I.t is -a knowr.c 
fact that when we are in a hostile area that ~e tt;zn as soon a.s possible .. :> . 
after take off at 95 knots. · · " - · 

_. Q. Is Camp Evans considered a hOstile area;: ;_'\_r· do you even publ i5h. SUC:'h -~--~.ti:L~,~~~;:?.r· 

· ... A.·. ~~~~:~et!:tno~3 i:~e:.eh~~!i!~:e:;e ~cnUle ar:i n.o.rmally we do not ·- . : ;_{fr~~ 
consider Camp Evl2r..S a.2 hostile) .r.owever:; Lui;. r.00 lor:.g ago the·e were" a few ~<-:t--~ 
chopper·s sho: dc~-n. 

~ ·Q. _.When a pilot first gets in country what t}'pe 
· · A• - We have a rather lengthly trainir.g prog!u, 

. : ~ · ~aining officer and a review of equipm~nt .• 
in:." true; t, ion be fox e he ;: .;.n go t.o co :r-i lot._ 

• ,Q.. Is this ground time 
A. This is air time. 

or· a:i..r tirr:e?.-

' , -

of t."'aini ... '"lg do you give t_l:emi 
A le.r.gthly' bri.,,fing by -t~r. -c_::' _____ .. 

·-.-:,.-~.~I 

,' ~ ..:_~ Q •. Before he is a qualified co-pilofa' _c;:~:·~;: ,,._ · · · · · 
·., .. "A,. - Yes sir. In tb& ~37th W6 rur1 our people a little bi"t-lor~er·t~'.·:m,ci::;t-;?:l{~J~~:::~~-

f
~ . h . - -· .. · . 't : ... -:. -. .' -.. :· ... !; ....... ~-~,.-

squadrons, a.'1.d part of the reason ofi:~ _ a~ is tha;~- -~~:. !Yl!~_.,,. ,he: ·1ong -~;:_·~X:;~yc~~~;:!i~~ 
. missions that run all day .from the S01l~~- to_ the I'.D~'th. He_ ll.7ill ge_t ar,;o~:r:_~r::,~ 
25 hours of instr11ction in. the air_ be.fore he can become. an aircraft-'"'--: ~:,;.:.::-,;>\iF. 
commander. He has to have 125 houra'J.ll ·the Cclbou to become an ~~·r:~;·~7:':'; 
commanc:Er. He further bas to J:i..ave a.·_'t.otal of over 1600 hours--~:.:"tiiff;;.:c~'.-~!;. 

. . - - ,. ', ~ ·_ :.~;~~~;· :':;~;:\7~~~~-
' -~. -- : .. !~~ - ! :. > ~,:-.~~:s: 

.• -~-'.:~-i .. 

~ .. ____ _ 
-- ·.:-:· 



:.~~~1-~:~-, :, . 
~~;:~~ :~~ .. ·~ 

'~ ·--i-~l~~.,~J~:\:~?·~\.·· ... 
Jo;~,-: ... Q~ > )iaw muc~ .trair.ing do the:y r.-oma:lly get i:l. the sta.tes 7 
~!?-;: . .I . · ... C!..I~ .. h , .... 
c::-~; .. : ,.· ~u~; _op..~. 

~ .: · Q; · This pa..c•ticular c:·ew invo:ived in the a.ccid.er.t. h.o:,.,· msr..y times b.a.d the 
·. ·:::_-~-... aircraft commar:1e-r· me.de: t:-.is pa:ticula.r· r·ur.:? 

·_ ~·A.; That would be a !·e-9.l roug!l guess, because he .has !1"6.::ie it- r..umernus t.~es .. · 
·;, ~- ,:·. _ · · It would be ext!'emtol.7 -.:.!i.1..f !.cu.it to guess,. 

~"'~;:.:. ·Q.• : He had tr·aveled :Lt. r..tuitber·vu~ t.irnes? 
.;-~; A. : Yes sir• • 

. . .. ;r 

Q. 
A. 

Could we have just a c:o:r.inELt. irorn. you ·~m the qualifie:a:tior:.:_:,; ~f the Ci'.'S~( ~:· :.: ,, 
He ar.:'ived here i;. 0\.Uj·, lat~.E:f pa:::'t of July. ht=- b<:c3JT.~ ar, air-cr3.ft. comir..at!·~. 
He t<as ::~ t..he pro~es'! cf be::cm..i:_g Flight &~--2;:!.:-.e.r-, Ee ·;.;-.:;:: a IPFP. Ll'l o!'der: · 
to become a IP c:i:· F? every man has to ti:i.ve :we _;e-c.;~·~-:.e r·e::;ir;,;r:.er~da:-tc::5' f!'Om. · 
act.Lrig IP 1 s, 'Wher: we ::el8~t a.'l IP we have :i. ir.t:-& .. Ji:::g \..i.-l:,h ~:.::r· t:a.:!::..l!'-..g ·. · >,; 

peop l • alid we dis o '; ; i o arod Ye 3'1"C t a .,..,,_~ '"d "• c~iie ' , i ;,,, ar. IP P''-"_o;ly · · ',·-_ .. ~ .. _:_.::~-_:-~.--~_:~:_~_~-_-.. --~:..,.,..:_':::·_._-"_ •. ::.··-~:::', .. ; c::-. obse:-1r::..t10:-.c ,,.1:1 er<.:.~:.:; r.L2 fi!':3t. :r:?.de 1--.:.~.r, -'!~. ::.r:..:·:~·c..'t:r· S.::."'.d -+:.hen he.ha.8 __ :!_-
1i..a.1·e t··.<\O .r-ecorrJnc~r1.·ie:~ i·=·=---= 5.:.~.i ·tita:. :nt=-a.r_3 :~.,;~. '":f !T'.u:..:-t. g~: .. ~ .::"' le&.st t¥:' r·ides 

"'-ii..: ~- .· -

and they .don 1 "1:t al~·s)'S ge-t- a recorruncr!aB.t..:l".::.~_ ·.-:·~::-· f.·-~:·y ·.~·'.:-dt=f A mt.t..l"\ ~-Ll g:i·re ··-···: .. "' 
maybe three or' fOl.l".' r.ic!Es before he gets :.t~ r.-~corrLrr:.er:~t:cr.s. Capt;;;.ir~ Bt.iri.cty. . .'.-~;~;, 
:had beerL gt. ver: the ::e t 1< :; . .recorr-rr..e.:~Ja t.io~.s i:r•rr.t:-:Ll.E: t? ly. Ee !:.:rd. p~eVi'.)u3 IP ::·.-~--·:_c•.:·_:· .. ·.:_·.·.~·:_-_._~-·_,:·~·~.-~,.;,.,_~~--~,:.~-_.:...,---.· .. _.:~.-.~,.?_ .. _,;~: ____ ·•· 

time and this i.s or.e t.hir.g that we look i::~, F"" r.dd. ce:er. ;,ppo1r.t.ej '3S a :-.~.::':"":~ 
·flight exam.ir:eI1 at his pr-=viou3 assignmer.!.t, :!.r:. ~~.-r"~ C~-l.33~ Tn.i3 r~as JU.st. 
prior to hi~ depart u:~·e so he -dicb.' t have' mc.c h exv= rier:c e a3 ~ flight E:X.8.l!ii.."'.e:r· . ~r~?,t'.t1 

but he did have quite 3. little i.-ime a.s· a Pilct L~"Lr·ucto:r· :!r:. the C-·13J •. 

I .. Q. 
'-' _A. 

. ~·~ 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

We don t-c know if Captai.!l :9u.r;dy had been flyir.g tt~e ai:::"Cr·a.ft"Z · 
I don 1 t kn~w, 

.Q •. Could you discuss .r,r • .: o:.r~~ pilcr? 
·A. For Lieu.t.er ... &.r~t S°r..1.3.\'.~~.r.E :r.is ""-:, r...!.3 fi.:-s: :pe-~~t~·~r. !':~gh.--:· ~..:'tE:· b.is 

UPT, r.nde:· pilot ua.:..:~r.g, Ht- "·:..2 held ba,:k :·:~·::: 'ce:orr.:.!g ~ ti~·st pilot 
due to lack of 1:.otal ~ime-. A~ soor- as he got "t""·*" :y_;l • . .:.rr€' re. w--:>u.lci. t;;.-ve 
to baYe the two r-ecomm.ec..:ia.t.i.ons, I was in. &p t.embe.t· th;.~ l'!.e t:assed [.,is· 

upgrading test, 

How do you dete:-mir:e the a:i.f f erence betweer~ d. i.'i r·3:. piJ.o<: . .,;!:d a..:: J..C·? . _ 
·The fir-st pilot 1..-ilJ r~or·mally ride ir_ the co-p:il.o:.n posi ti-:.r:, but te car: .. 
. ride in the left. seat p.r·oridll.g tee AC is i.r:. -:r.e ri.gt.t. Sf::';:.. 'Il•.c:n'e t.:.ae ·to 
be ar~ AC on the aircra.f-t. It is total t.in:e t.ha~ gives i;.b.e b.G t~e :::-·a.~.b.g -:· 
as such and t.he AC h.a.3 to-i:.al r·esponsibility !'or- the a::.:::>cr-ait, aP-d fo!" 
making all decisions, ··. -··- -

Normally on missi0r..s like this do you allO"li +_,he pilot. &La t~e AC to 
seats? 

A •. Yes sir. 

\ 

~':~ 
._ ____ _.,.,,..,._,."'""'"{ ..... ~?Jlt.r:--.-:: ~- :-.--•..£0'.:1-._-~:'.:.._,_::.::;..,- • .:.:::c ..... ----m"'"'""··."".=.=..-~-.. ~ .... -- Br£"".-.. .. · 

·-~:!"':&.:'-



;. . 

..... - . --~ . 

... .. ~ --·-

~i'f'f;,:.·:·~*.m::f t~f }}ff~, '"- ,- . -"- .- ~ -~';\ 11 .•.• ~~~r:~- -~:---C :-~-":4~-~1'r 
~'.:'~:·Q~ ·:.no you stress the t.:::·affic congeetion a.ro~:.:. 8..!:my :f·ields a.L y:iu!· pilot mef~-t!:-..gs•;.~ 
{;._:: A. Yes· sir~'. w-~ t.a.1;E s:.;·i:-s:.:ed. 'this :o:.t.it?.1ialJ.y. : h'=tve: gc::e t.c E~ra.ns and ~:&:bcre&ff-'!' 
·f.-1·-... ; ·:.the tra.fflc. !t .. ts was ca~sed a-c t.t.e tim€> by the cor-.s·t::::~t.ior.. .. bec:ing dc.ce. .-c:'" 

·:.:';.;--==~.: .-· -We d,:> st.:-ess t.b.e hei; ·:op·.i:-r <:,r·afii.:. I ·.:C b.:.ve a;.::·~:r-~ft col'!'~.a.."lder· !·epo:!'.·t:=. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

that ccrce back to me. a.--:.J ..:e d.L~cuJs 't-te-m «he:\ :.;e c~, 

. When on.e of your c:::·e-;.(':J lands at. a fiel:i. like' Eva:~~ i.s tte:::>e af.y :.,roY:: t...J;.a.t 
they ca.,"'l er d..YJ.Y pro'ri.siot....3' for thsr. to ct.eek on t.he t:·.a.f!ic :=·egUlati~r:.-a _, 

. a'ld cond..iticr.s q_•·o'x~d :~e field, ir.. c ther words is the:~ ~:. ope:atio!.;S se.~ 
up t~-ough cI;e ).'>AT.£· ~_t.;;.: ::iLc~:; t.t:em t.o d.eal·;;;~-_:r. :-2c·.:3.'1.. ~E-s ... .;~·1cti0r'...s~ ' 
No sir~ I-h.s.ve·ni:;~re.2 see:-~ or"f:, we b.a7e di:;0us.5e;:i t::e pn.ib:em::: ,,:_:.t ·~~:: 
TALOs a.r.d :-,ave ta::..ke·:::. ·.o ':hem. 

Whe:i y':J~ ;:lea:· %~ 0:· ::>:1~3 is thut: ar,;y !·eq~r--~rr.~:'.'.t :r.a• .. y0u jo ~.y:.t-:r.g 
other ·th:i.n j".ist cill the ui,,er·;' 
No sir. 

Do you. receive a2.i o: ::..e. NOTAMB t:..hat ar·e pL;.b::.i..ste:i 
Yes sir, we do, Our dist-!'ibi..:.tior. on the Fir·.sr:. -.:o..LV 

but we a.l'e receiving t,l"'..em. 

by th6 First 
;.J:JT.nMS are a little· 31~.w· 

Q. In you.r- t.rai::.ing do y-:;:... have arijthing so to speak where a:r.:.. old ha:::c take.:. 
them around ~~·the a:..:r·tield$ tl:at they will be ope:-atli.g 0-u:, 01,:;. ·not 
neces3arily la:-.:.d there but take them over it a."!d poir..t it ou"t? . · ·. . 

A, Yes sir-, We call it :.he dollar- :::·ide and it is IT~e:r·ely sightsee:ir~g fo!' .the 
,,,..,.., rn and h -~ <:: ¥-eq"~ ~-e:i 4 ...... ooe~-ari·o.,... to -~ ... d a~ +~,,. ,..;.; +•t's~····· ·y'•e.~d-- -nt;"-n m.d .. .. e <..I ... ....._.; ·" -'-"'"' ... .. 'J .... J..;t...... .,., "''"'c -~.. ol. el ... ~ ....... ~-- o I> 

Q. 

Q. 

. 
W\buld it- be &t al: ;.;.rli..:.~al for· :he 469 
off out of Eva:~3·" 
No, I don:t tt...i.:,J.: sc, 

Do you. have any prohi't;.itior.s >.!th ..re.fe::>en::.~e 

mission such as 4697 
. -A~ . Y:es sir, we have passe;ige:··s on boar·d. 

Si~'e you have betn con:..1ected With the C~rlbcU: ou':.fi-r:, ha.ve yo-..::.. tad <:.::j­

j~~~ts abou: 'ti.s:!.o:li:~ 1:1. tr~e :o:kpi~ of the C~!·ib::-i.:? 
-A~4 Not a!l. awful le,, b..:.t. .-h.e.,·t- ha" bee.. ::;ome, :;;...·! sc·m.e o~ t~e pL:.t-3 d:-r_!-';. 
·. l:ike to· cli."!lb at 95 k:'...ots ·,.i.tt:. a :':OSe high ~-+~-t.!.b-..1~~'(1:;,·;~"<i'.J!~'e }".;.8,S!:J:, 

,.-..-.. ..been an awful lot. of T.b&m, Yc·t;. do !"~\-~to strilr.. fvt:.r .:..e:.:k t.c see o .... t. 

_:~~~ 
' - - . -.~ 

f ~>··~:~· 

.,<:;~· 
'--~~~-; 

~~~; 
.. ~ .. 
_,. ~-. 

_ .... 
: .,·:-: ;~ 

. '" 

•· . ..:-::-.:_ 
;. -:: 

~)f ¥ 
~~ 

~:·~ « ·/ , when you climb at 95 knot.s .. 

JiJ;/f1~;~ ~:What i~ ~he rlsibill-ty above ar.d. ro .~e; lei:~·t· · . :~:j 
:~--~~':'-~t:J,/: :rt is goe:d ex"ep· ··or tile panels arollr.'d·the'w.i..,~·""' -.·:-: ... • 
:~/~-;~:;-:_. ~ . . . -'-' ,, .. '• - ',' ~- . . -.. -~-· .. ,_. ~·':~·--~J~ 

~,~.r~~. ~~:i~i~~u n0nually see as far back~a:;a·~;9•ol~ok pooition? .. .. . • :~ 
{~Z:.: . "Q~ . . Assuming you were Uikir.g off to the ·)~()rth at. C~. Evar.i.d, nonn.al tU-~u:t. --~ < _ ... · ·"''·· 
:~L<, ,: , , . and climb and you reached a point aoollt;- a mile southeast. of the fi.el.d · · '.(~~ ;;;:_;;._;:_ 
¢;'.':;~,_~:;/:,:-:_; wuld tou normally 0e involved in c.heeklists at tms tim6 or would they'-_ · ;~:fE2· 
!ii~~·:.c~:,: -~vbeen completed'? . : .- · _ . , ~:~-: ._):}~­
:ff~'t;~:-';~:;A.:-;_~\~Y. Sh~uld have been c~leted With-the-· exception of reduction to climb. ·, · --?::~~ 

'.~~i~?!l%&~2:.ff!/!i;.;ar~ .. ·. · · ··;;; ·. · · - . -.. . \Jr· 
''"-- . ""- -' --~~==•:o~,.'. . , -c;'<~-~~i<Lc:' .. ' : ~::~.-.~:~ ~:~c_''.;~iE'"' 



·-'· --..:.=..---:---~;,· . ..,:~,,__,,,_ 
~; ~ 

.···._ .... 

a':'t' .. OS3 

between Camp Evan::; ar.:j .F.ue? 

.• 

· :: ~~~~~:"';~v:•::,c::::;::::do:i:::: :::a::::~a1ed an Ai.,o.r.,·t ·· T~ 
·Q •.. Have you fo'.4fl.d it nt:cessa:ry to grnund ar.. Ai:::-cr·a.ft Corr,mar-der- fo:o a. speci!:i.ed 

time'? 
A'." No sir. 

Q.: · ·r uiider·star.C1 the 469 mission has a bloclt tiffie of ?WO o ·clock in the morr:.d.r.g . 
•. ,appror.Lmo.tely how ma.r.y landings a.n.d takeoffs ha~ tf.e pilot- ac~ompllahed 

~::~ore he 4.::·r-:_ ves at Carr;> E~;ar~s? . 
' . A. He would be or. hi:3 e:.gh'th take:: f~· a.:id sever~th la:ld.ing, .. <:::1¥~ 

· .Q. ~-~O-mii'd.Cd·amhpea~~T!SattOtJH::U':ite·. -~_-,_.~e 0~0i tt'"r..a.t rLO!'mal poir_t.'? .- .. _--·~~~-·-:_f~ 

t . 
I'. 
t 
1 

A. n '""""'"" ~.:c .... = to pick u.p his load or rem.ai.z:der- · c.f· t" s -. 
load, if he didn: t have a full load when he le.ft Ev:ms J then to Ar:.:r: .. ·;~ 

.. ' K..lie, then to Phu. Cat wrJ.e::·e he would terrr.ir;.ate. · ·_:_·_.·.:-,·_·.~_·{ ___ ;_~.-... ~_:{ 
Q •. What t:Li:e woul.j .te r·et:.::-·-_ ~-o Phu Ca-t.?. _~ 
A. ·· Arcur..d ti v·s o 1 -:lock, .~ ,·~f' . . . ·.: zt.-...: .. 

Q. 
:., ... s.-A • 

. •-!· ~ :. _ .... 

Do ycur· ·::r·e.:s have .:.. r:c:!!'•al 12 !:~·..r·:· ¥1-T? 
. Yeo3, most of our rr.ia3i.or...s et..:·.,. .·:c;.,:. n.gr:.t.· t.:~:>.?t>, 

missior.s are averagir.g 7 ,~ flyi.r.g hou.c-s. · 
•i:zy' 

. . : . Q. ·Hew mar..y .j_a,y:;,, o.n. the ~-o,;..:i doe3 the aver·age .:n'w have -:Y". . 

. prior to gett.iri..g a full. day of i'? 

·~ .. ' 

-~· .. 

.. We are worki..-rig a 3equenca schedule. at thi;3 po:tr.:.t-. ·'fr.ey 
· then they will have a!: ale.r--i:, star;dby on the thirj d:..y, 

Q. · At the duty station? . _ ·. :; 

~·1y· +:, 'O ,·,..;_o:.y--=-- ... 'tt { ...... _ ... -......... c::s __ _ 

k.'ter that he l"..as· a .. ---A. He is in his qua . .rters ucless. he is c-a1ied ou"t. 
day"trlf and then he star-ts. the· nonn4,, ~equence: ·. ,: . 1her-e a.ce some occasioris . 

b\Zf ~ that 'is very ·rJ~ido~~ . when we have to fly people thr·ee da1# :·in a row, 

·Q. ,_-: A. 
Wl".iat is the average 
The IP is aver·aging 
between 90 and 100 

a.'Tlvl:nt of flyil".g. time tr.at the pilots are getting :1r ... ? · 
abo~ 120 hours per month and the .r...c will. average 
hours per month. 

.... ' 

-;:.:.. 

--­.·)-··-

\ . 

-'~7~-_-.-c;..~---:· .... ~~-·.-:_-;:-;;::; .. ~V.,,y~_-;:,,~~~"~":!12~--
- - ~---~ . 
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·' 
I ~: -. . ... 

···;- Pwj":"~S ~\~}'&f:~~ 

Q. 

A. 

Are tb.e-!e pr -:1vi::-l. or.: :· o · be·,, 'l :..;.;..: ~.es :· :)..: 
.or provi.sior...3 far ge-i:. ting l:u:~l'\ · 

ove.r 100 ho-:l!'s per 

- We have bee~. 0btairir_g ;:: r·atior..::5, wtens;rer po:3.:.ble ,.;e t.:y c.nd t..a 1re ~t:t>.tr. 
step for· lu...-:.ch. O··· +.his p:i.::·ti.:ular day CE1pts.in Bu::i.cty h~d ~ur.ch at the 
f'hu. C9.t Open Mi:-3:;. 

Q. ·Do I a.s::;u.."Tle tha:. :-.0rrr.aliy it would r..ot be po'ss1.b:i.e t.o gtot 
A. Yes sir-. That is ccrr-ec L 

a hot me';!l_' 

Do you feel t.hat the g.re!it amount of helicopter traffic and the fi.xej 
wing traffic at Canp Evar...3 w-ith the large number of lar .. dir:g pads ~ause 

_. ' •. ·a h:Lnderar,..:·e t.o fUgbt 2afety? 
1 I would f:ay at th~:· _:r;-:-.~r~•- .:n t.irne that- the fl!.ght. pa:.hs de- 1:0~.flic+,,, however> 

Q. 

.. -~ 

I think there co·A!:t b<::' ;i::::,:;e.iures that could be established to alleviate 
t.hi5. They a-:: b.ci \'€ t.c'o-~bl.: with helicopte:-·s 1:. t~at. come J..r. that have been 
shot up and dor. 1 t 1'1.c.. ve :·s.dio trar .. smissior:.. 

• ~-~·hzi· 
Q. You have beEn with the 5J7th si.r1ce 1 Au.gu.st? ',:~.·~:-;;:. 
A.·· No sir. I have beer: with it lo:r.:.ger but I .have bee::. tt-.e Commander· .;ir_ce. -:<"":·~g-

~ A:t .::::~:a:e f :::~ a:•:::i::_,: oref ~,ano ;r.1 have been :,_;. :•.•cl .· ·.• ;:'.f i Q. 

A. 

. Q. 
A. 

in operational aspe.:ts h;:)W marzy- r..ear mi.s.se.il t..;ve beeL ::'.E-f:0! +.ed bet.·,,_~t::''. :·:J . .=::i 

wing ar..d helicopters, do you know? 
Right at this time I aIT1 -:r-ying to recall ACR 1 .3 beca-:.i.3e t.his is the w;.:'i ~ten 
report. I carLct pin do~-r~ the exact mmiber·. 

What is freqLency of ttem, daily'Z 
Sta.:·ting i.:1 2epi:errber· T think we have star·ted gE"·.Ucg a-r_. lea.st. or,e a ~-~e~. 
Dur·ir.:g Septembe· the-:r·e we:"e two days ir. a :-o .... .,. r,: •::: ,..e had cr:,e · e-~:e:h. •l'rl.y, 
'lhe.!"e seem3 "t·-" t.>VE- be1=-r. =.·, ir.::r·ease aft.er the rr._.iile of the yer,.:, 

Ther·e bei.ng no fv.r·:.r. ~ ~- a 1Je::t:!.0r;.a by ::,:'.y !Tiember::. C·: t-he board the wi.t:".!..ess ~-as 
excusfed and '"'"i ~-hd·-",. f"·o~, ·.te boa·~ Q"OOm -

~ ·,: . 

\ 

...... t 

_.;···: 
·. -~-~ 

''. ~ 

'[i' _".- ~· ·• ••::a-: ' 
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~~~.:'r·:_;::: .... : : -., ·. . c·?~ ~'f~ ,- .~. !..--.;.~:_;:.-.·~.-~-~~L_;·.::_-_:... . .. -
~~~ -_~,.:- · c - · ·~· _, __ '.~:-'~Vr~~~t:_~~~ ~-~--·~ 

. . . , .~- _-.:-. r.t?.-:;:±}~~. F .. Al , - !;"-, ·:c c~- · 
·~~ ~;::i·'t-rJ< :--- : :. : ; . . w' '"*',.,..., . ; >> ; ·:-~i-~3:;~ 

~1:~;al~~R~ :~::::: !!! !w~:.i:d~:~~:": ~~w~~public of VietMm, ~I; 
. : ;.-_ _.;.. Q. · · r.buld you tell us what you know about the accident on the Jrd of October? ·· -~~;jt 
::· :: >A. At. .the time of the accident, I was not present here on the post. I arrived-,- ·~~-·_:;~;= 
\'~-;~--._:.. ·-back here from a flight about an hour af'ter the accident. I flew in from . «;':..~~);t 
-~ , · ,. . ·Phu Bai. The first time I heard about the accident was when I was flying · · · ~. '?~X? 
:<_,.:.-_ ~ ··in and I asked for the local artillery upon flying in from the southeast -::._~:~;~ 

)~'{ff_ and: a.t that time the radio message came back to ouskirt the area where the .· c~ t~~ 
; -:-- . .•/accident happened so I outskirted it to the northeast and looked down at it. ·~·'.}:~J 

'At the time I saw the area where the Chinook had fallen, although at the ;i:~~:· 
time I didn't know it was a Chinook. I did not see the Caribou. I landed · ::·~~~~< 
and pulled up pad and that is when I found out that it was an aircraft in my · ~- .. "·tr 
battallion. My Colonel was out at the accident at the time. upon his · "·'· 
ret-urn I talked to him and he told me basically •• · .••... 

· . .-'1:-,;·_ 
..... -.. _ 

{· IEGAL ADVISORs I think this would be hearsay and unless you feel that it would · 
· :--5e~e some purpose normally it wouldn 1t warrant to have him testify to what the 

~· - ; Cq:l,onel said. 
. ,-

· :· ~=~ .. ::;:{COIDNEL ·:BENIT: . - . . . You will eliminate that portion which you are relating to us. _·_-;-. . .• 

_ ; ·A;• .After I landed the aircraft I went into the tower and there were quite a few 
. :people aroUn.d so I asked them what had happened as I a•hsa im-. uaat hei bnp11an i 

and. they told me that there had been a mid &ir collision between a Chi.Iiook and a 
Caribou. 

Q, · · You: have no personal knowledge of the ace 1dent'2 
· · · A. ·· . I was not in the area. 

·-~-~:- . 

:.Q~ ·The aircraft that was involved in the accidret, what was its mission on 
~that day? 
: The mission of that aircraft was the bus run, what we call the b\ls run. 

_.,...:. ·- . A. 
Starting at Phu Bi, fly: .. ng to Evans, Nancy, Sharon and return. 

·::· ~~4 
. '.) 

. i~ 

- - .... 

'-."' 

,.~:~~ 
_, 

... i 
-, 11"" 

. Q. ·Explain the return: Wat time does it depart Phu Bi? . L:_: 
· __ ... .. A. It departs Phu Bai in the morning approxim&tely 0900 o'clock, arriving here ·• :' 

about 9:20. These a.re approximate time du~ to weather, maintenance ~d · ··\ .. 
other things. Upon arriving here at Evans it land.9 at the ASP pad and . . ~ 
picks up passengers and all the mail head:µlg north. It leaves here and flies.·_-:-.:.· 

. :-~ ·. to Nancy, Bette and Sharon where we have ·company. At Sharon it will pick · 
· up people connected with out Battlion. At Betty it picks up people connected ... 

.. · with the first Brigade or any other people desiring a ride south. '!hen it 
.. _·· ·· · t~aces it steps back through Nancy and on to Evans landing at the ASP pad 
5·t,< ~-·- • •- · .. and .. picking passengers up heading for Phu ~. 
~};:. }{:: . · .. · ·. . . . . .· 

~ ...... -t· · Q · 'rt is safe for us to. assume here noW that the aircraft had departed Nancy 
~'.~: · .. • and it was intending to land here at·EVa?lsr ; , .. .,,,., ..... · ·· 

,. A.. To the best of my knowledge we had a medic on board that aircraft f'rom our 
headquarters company- here at Camp ~. arid he died in the crash. 

-· . ._,-$#.r 
.• · Q. · In the event a aircr~t such as this iS aM- down by hostile fire aomewhere 
!° .. in route between another station and here. 'bow do you detenniri.e Who was on 

_ . . , . . . board! . . . 

.__,; 

......... 
•· • ..> 

Jt../: : ~A.~: ~, the only manifest that we have is,'::tJ:igt we manifest people from Bravb 
~··.~~:;, .. ~~·: __ r·.::~~~~: :_·--· . ,, : .. "'~ .. -: . . . ·!)<;.;.; 

.. _-..__;.t;.~_.;.:_~-.·_· .. ·_~_ .. ~-.~ ...... -~,~--~·. ·. -.'·._·'.!.-.-.·.;~·:··. ~r._ .. ;_.l '.L.~~.-----.. _:.~.·-·.·" ___ :. ·.-~ _- .- : .. ·~~;·--~~~~~¥ 
-- - - ~---=~.._, ~- -- .. ----·--....:..~c.:-._..; .. .z~_.,;_,_~:i?·~,,..,,:..:.i_;;-..L&= 

.· :: .. ··. 
. . . . . . ·:.: ._ . ~ - -. . .. · .. · .. 

. -- ---:--· .. 



c . ·.--

~ 

C.-,.. C~ at 51'..aro!l~return trip to Phu Bai. 
--:··-.· and others are not manifested. 

·. - ~. ~ ,-
The people with the Brigade 

c 

. Q~ They are not manifested? 
~-· _No, sir. They are not manifested . 

. '· ·Q.· At each· point where the vehicle departs th.ere is no complete list left. 
with anyone indicating who is on board? 

_A.· We do in our battalion and that is how we know that Steve was on board· 
because he was manifested at our Bravo Company at Sharon. ·:.~ ·. -. 

-' .. · 

Q. Is this a normal procedure or is it strictly in this area, that is a lack:;:/ . 
:of .a manifest? 

. A •. .Sir, I could not answer that • 

· Q. Do you normally file a flight plan· for a bus run such as this? 
A. An actual flight plan is not filed, but the flight following from the Company 

to Evans and from our Battalion, the aircraft calls· into our battalion and·· 
. · . : , ~j:.he flight following to Sharon, and the flight following back to our battillon. 

Q. :This is radio or voice! 
··. A. ··This is v0ice. 

Q. No, . radar?. 
A.. No Sir • 

... 
Q. Is there· a set flight path that this normally takes? 

flight path'!' 
· .i.. No sir. 

.~ .. : 

Is it a published· . 

·.· . •' 

.. Q. ···In this :flight path when they are normally returning .from the northern.. __ ; c+: -~~ 
I . station to Camp Evans are they proceeding between the road, highway 1 and . . . ,.:;~~! 

·- -·. . . ;, '·.O· .. 

l the coastline, somewhere in that g~ral direction'?" · · · ~- ·:; P'.!~£.;' 
f · ;,· A. I would say, sir, that Highway 1 is th~~boundary as far as their" close'~·' . . .·:7\f:$) 
' · ness in 1i · ·· ·>J.;.ji,· 

. Ip·/~:· ·.·~~~~~~i::~:~!hl~1rs2:·=~~~f::f: ,,i'I 
; < ' ~:!"~:cyi~~ Highway l so instead of flling directly over it we try and. . ,'fi 
/: ·~~ ·., Q. You stated that normally the bus run would call in approaching the mrth '-~.:: 

:~~):::::~ =u=~~~:~~:f :~~~o~ ~~~·~=\e rtll ~ •; ~~,~ 
:. · .<· >~~!. ;It isn't a published procedure but a policy. . . •~,.;~~ 

Bir}&· .... 
. ···~ - _.:• ;;;;!-~~ :-:J. : .. ·:; :-;~/i:j;~'.~': , .. 

. . · .. · .. 
. . ·.·· 



-·------ " --~- ·-·--. 

;.t;r~ ~:·' · r 
, ~~~~t·;,;1J~{1f <tr . . . 
·~~··j*_Q .. ;· COriting in from the north to the area here they would normally go_ around .. ·. · · · · ;;.:,,-.: .. , 

··-·· . .. { ... -<~~-
):· ~.;, : . . base ~ the east, rather than go around to this area over here! . -:-· :~:· tJ.f'.i· 

~~-.~~,~~5~·~.-1. 
_, :;,:·: : ·:in frolJl that way would be if you were going in for refueling and at tha~ .... - ::: 

~ •. .": :o: • • - _-:.-·.time contacting Evans West for entry. _ · .,. . . - .:. . 

i ....... ~:. . -:::•,··~· .-.. • -. ' 

vr~~_.:::_Q_:_:_~~!, altitude are you normally . .flying when .you cross the north, sou~ c~nter 

I
~ ~ . A •. :; 'r would say about a thousand to twelve hunqred feet due to the fact of the 

. - · "village and then let ting down east outside the perimeter for landing at the 
., : '..~ c; -··'A.sp Pad • 
...;; -~' . ·~ , ·. 

"f_ ~·. 

~ .. 

: 
' -'..~ 

;. ~-

· ...... :.t ---·:. > .... --t . 

. ,. ~ :· .• 

.... Q. . ;A!ter completing this he would normally l!>e permitted to fly as the Ai.rCrart. -. 
.. - ·canmanderT . . .:· -<_:.:. · 

A. He would also have a check out by the IP after he flies with the.:AC an.a. be 
·designated him ready to fly with the .IP to be cleared. . .· · ... · · 

Q~ - Are there any general area qualifications that he. must foll_ow _on this_ ·o~,47 ., 
can we assume that once he has cleared as an Aircraft Commarxier .that he 

A. • . 
can .fly anywhere in this area or any other area? .. 
He is cleared because i.."'! his fifty hours he has to land in all the LZ 1 s 
and drop zones that we ::-.ave, usualJ.y they fly into tWo or three of the 
Air Force Bases, Marines and Navy. He. is c0mpletely checked out to make 

. . :-.~~::.)!~< 

;. · ... 

sure that he can handle that aircraft. If there is any doubt in the AC.fs · ·· 
or· the IP• s ·mind he is continued in training and some of them go as high . . 

-_:t:-·.· .. :_' ~ as 75 hours, depending upon the individual• He has to lmow all the Artillery.·~~~,_ 
.frequencies, he has to know who to call, arid so f'orth. · · · · ·· --

... "' . - . 
Q. Do you know the qualifications of the pilots that weJi!e aboard the Chinook? 

.. A;- . Yes, Mister Johnson was one AC and Mister . Conroy was ithe pilot. 

,:·.; Q_. · At what stage of the program was the Copilot! 
·.,.:A• ·Sir, ·I erould not a.tlSWer that. I lfliuld have to check it out .in his records. 

. ~. . ... 

He came here about the first part "°t: ~t.~ _ ·• 

How about Mister Johnson? . ,. -~~, .. , -· .. Q. 
A. He probably call'l9 here about July. I can't designate the date but he did· 

come here around the .first part of Jt4i•- · 
. . , . " . - ~ 

·Q. Then we can assume that sometime in .t .. ·he was 1'].y:i.ng, as an.AC'l 
A •. I would have to check, I couldn't say. Mlster Johnson; from what I had 

heard, was a very good pilot and had ·8::.·lot of flying. 

Normally- about how ma:DY' night hours_ do: your crews get a month1 
It could range anywhere from 75 to a ll.0 . or 115. · \ 

'• 

... 
._/·-· 

... -~-

. - .. -· .. ·-·-.- . -'"~· .. ·.- .-:t_:;;.;,~2:·_,,.""·_::~: . ... . 
. ~ . . 

. -:' .~:~~.;~~~-.:~--- c~--~'-_ __ o;,:·. -~~~~~:'f:Jf ._ -- -· . '••...;__ - - ..:, __ · 

. . ·: ~,..:: . . .. 



...... ~;T?~'.i;, · · ... · c'" . . ,. . ( '·. 
k~5·~·-.;zs~*f~1-~;J.-1Y;'. · · :. 

c;..}·~~'~'::·~.:~~ .this particular bus run, what is the normal communications proce­
. . , · : dure ai3 far as moni tbring?f requencies when you come down the route! 

_': .A •. : Starting at the beginning· 
. . - . . . ~: . . -. . . . . 

··: ,-;-.:' .. 

.. 
:; __ .·_. _,_·AQ ••. ··,· St.art north and come back. 

He is at Sharon and he would tell Sharon to tell my Bravo Compaey that _he·. · 

' 

is leaving and he would contact east control for take off and clearance. 

. Q. '-~ .. Mike or UHF? 
A. It could be either one because·we have both. He would come into Nancy 

· and I can not answer you on Nancy, basica.l.ly because I do not fly that· 
much, but I imagine he would contact Nancy control. In coming into Evans 
he would contact Evans on UHF or Fox· Mike, Evans F.ast is on both. It would 
probably be UHF so as to have the LCC at the ASP Pad on at the Fox Mike. 
I try to use the UHF ·if possible when I come in so that I can monitor the 
Caribou's taking off because they are generally on UHF, I think. That is rrry 
own personal opinion. 

Q. · What do you monitor the Artillery on'l 
A. ·Fox Mike. 

.Q. So you can 1 t monitor the Artillery and still be listening to the UHF at . the .. · 
same time'! -. 

. A. Yes sir • 
. ' 

There being no further questions by any member of the board the witness was. 
· excused and with drew from the boardroom.·· 
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~~~~~t~' ~:f '~:· i'(-o'.'f 'i:~'·.:';'\I;;,-S·· ~~{~~'. ,~-;;:, f ·~~· < :,~;':~~~~~;;;: 
-~ _~.--'t\.Ji()bert F. Poland, 537t.h Tactical Airlift. ~uadron, P.nu Cat Air Base, ·Repub 

/Ji:"..· •.. _ . . f.~;'Fie~t:Um,i,~"was called as a ·n.t..n.ess, was 3'Ji."'0If~ an·j r.estified as follows:. :>~~· 
!~~~.~~~-4-:~:';·.:r;: .;:"' .. ~ .. ,~· .--_._ ~· - . - ~..:-i-~·~--~<c'-·· 

f:p..:~,/:~>'Q, ·.:·Tell~ us wnat ycu. kr.c·~ of t.l-.e collision !.hs.t ~oak place on the Jrd October •. -,.~~~~:G~ 
ff-·'·~··;~;A.c.':. Tt.:.:·3ta:r-~ at ~n.e beg1r_:-_.:..'.":.g We 'i·ie:e hola::u.g east of Camp EW!"_s at ab~ut 2.500 ;~;.rt· ·:. 
~t ';-,·,._':»~:~reet i,.;t:er1 the Caribou fr.valved departed r'll!'.way 36 right. A:= he lifted off:;.:::~i . . ."'! f::t::: __ );_-;::~--tgQ.t.clearance ar..d started our entry into the t::·ai'fi.:; pattern and'that,('<~j:·y::.;.:¢·':.: 
~: .:· ~~.:-.-:(;~~:-.,_ :was the 1.-9.st. time I 3~~- mission number h69. I ha.d lost sight of :him.>,· The~· ;t:: 

'
~-;,f.7;. __ :.;::'.~·,;. nex~ time I saw h.l.m we ;;ere er-tering ow· down ~ir!d leg for ~6 right ·a.rid ,a.-s ·:i: 

~ ~::·:ih."_.~;~.-;.,I r·ecall, it was on the right ha..Tld side. :r dor.:~ recall tne ex.act mode,'rof·7~~ 
"' :_-;- -~'.·.:.-:_.;;'-~{'entry because I was ruri..r.ir.:g the checklist. We were ir: a x·ight turn lr(a ·_./"-.·~­.1 . ..;-:_:, ;, ;:-_;. · .. heading of 140 whe::-. t~e Ca.:1.bou app?ared at OU!' ll o 1 .::lock posi ':-1')!1 ·at. __ : ~- . ~ ·\ • ..:.,..~' .. : 

:- ·: · .-~ - about the same altitt<.ae which I estimate to be about llOO or 1200 feet. : ·;,.;_ i \"! . · ._ · · ·· _ :" At ·a"t:><>Ut fhe same clock position was the Chi:,ook only abo11t 100 t') .200 · .".c.·. ;1t 
·1 · _~;·{i, :.- _~,_,feet lower and it was obvious that the:r-e bad beer: a mid.3.i.:"' c .:i.12.i~io:r.: .from. ·: /·}>J~;~ 

::.!· ·-~- .. 'the attit-ude Of the. Cs.:-tboi.;; ar:j the lJbinock. e·.e C~r-:Lbct:.. w-1.~ .1!?. 3bOto.t .:-~-\?-;f, 
:;, ,·-".'r .. r~ 

1. .. .. an 80 deg:ee nct...e lvYc d.':t.:.:l.l.de ar:d de:::.end.i.r..g as "!<ho:rgt. re 'i'o 3 t.;-l a r:lmt· ~\:-~;: 
• ' > ·i . spin. The helicopter- ;,;3.s de:scer.ding in, I wou.lj ~s.y '3. t_sadi:r.g o.r abot..t. · :· ~:·~f 
~·:i. ~- · .180 With a 60 degree :r.·:)Se 1:-w attitude. The .::·ea:- :·oto:r· a.pr.-ea.r·ed to .:;. 

l
.J ·. \; '. ..-_; .. sti:i.:J. be turning and there wa3 debris .flying f:-·om the fr-or.;!:. of hin~. ,I~:-

. :.:~~ .• ·.,,,,: .•. ;.coUlC:!n'.t tell if the rotor- was still inta::-t or· not. We 'ii·e.:·e :r~e:aded prelty · .. · · 
: ·g .• : ·.·_much_ .towa.rd t~e. area of thA r..cc.i'd~{it/ a:t::1 ~o the A-=~=:;r·aft CC·lT1IT1_:3!1~~:r·,--;<?~·,... .-~f,~ .. --.~.·~~-~ 

·-.:.· - · ::~*lat:renj r·oll""a. ~nt.o o. ~+.i:-~p~:-!':tgJ-.~--=har~~-bsr•.k; ;:.r,:.; ,·:1<..: ·.r:c, ~.t=t':· .. op·1t:>i.'" ,; .. 

~,:.;~ . .· :< .i,:.t.at.;..t.· he. instant···it"""hit, th::: g.::·0'...!.Ild~ '""'I''4oi3t- sight cf the C.s.r·:l'ccu. ~J'.15t ~),- . ,. . ~:(~.:i· 
'.· ·.- <··:":· · ~,instant. later ar..d it ;.·~s still descendi:r.:g. Tt.e r..e:Y"t· t:.ime t .::a::J ar·:y-O-.i..~ · ... _.· ·.<~~i 
· · ·· /·~as -when we :olled in~,:. a .left bank a:.i •.hl·.~..;:.·4-~·ti..i•l .:.'<t~ ·7' ~,:.~!'-. ~'i.:"t{ · ..... ~,, 
: · and frcm the relative oositio!"~~ I asswr.9..1 .. Lr. :,.;as the Ca.r·ibo·u, · .. ~!, 'i-::';1,~ ·/~{:~ 

~'<t . the last tr..at I saw of-either of them. . '"' 
~~ . ~: 

.. _;.' ••• !'..:: 

:.~~ 
.Q •• :·You did not see the ac~ual cc.lllsioL your·seif? 
A;~· No sir. I didL 1t. 

Q. 
A. 

D:i..d you ae: tuaJ.ly see 
Yes sir. I d:id, 

Caribou take off? 

" At this time he was past "':.he end of the !'UO;tcy" • 
Yes~ but I couldn't say how far. 

What was your position iri your ship? . 
I was the co-pilot ~d I was sitting-in the right seat. 

. . . ...... · ·-··· ' .. 

· •.. , .. _.· 

..._._ , __ .:;. 

Q. On normal C-7 missions out of Camp Evans: )tt..B.t is your take of.f ~..re: .. ·• ., . ",. ·· :·~;·:~ 
·A. Sir, I would estimate, before they operned the new runws.y that w·e are using>--,:. 

now, 1400 feet of it.. · We were taking _just· abo~t all of it. We lifted ' ·· : ' · 
01'f_j1;.st about at t.he end of it, ·. · ••· .. 

. ... ·.J,.-,_._ 

- . 
r · .... :: ·:,.-:" , 

.··.:...c:.·~·:: .... -- -•. 
. ·.,-,( 

.\· ;~,:~~L- - · · J •.. • -..· -· -t 

•• _____ ,,,_"-"·"· ~ ... ,~,,;::,_~~"-: -----.-~:.:. ~-~--: <- ~--:~:-~;;,~-:~~~" .. iiifil~f:~: 
. ::: . -·. . : .. ·: --- · .. · .. 

- - ·-· - . 
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:- -- -

:.Q. You normally use about b..i:tlE of o;he tn..rr.:W~ tbon? 
.. A. ·!es sir~ 

Q. 
A. 

.. ..:: f 

What is your r·ate of climb r .. onnally? · . , · .. <>'..!11~f~{ 
Out of Camp Evans vtitt a. normal. load, the initial cli:r.b is a little fast.er,:, ~..:~/C~1,Jr 
because we are takir.g off. I would say the i:-.itiil rate of clirr.b ~oU:L~_be :/~\};j:1,;~ 
500 to 1000 feet per rrir:ute. .-.:. .. '--~~ 

What is it With a ~ormal load? 
About 500 feet; not more than tr.at. 

.; .. ~~ <~;~_ 
:· ~-

Q. With this sor·t of c'l imb is tl:e attitude of the plo..r:e su·:.'.: +;.hat yoi.! have 
normal visibility'? 

A. Climbir.:g s:.raigh~ at.ead. the visib1.lity i.sn :t al-1 t~at good. I•J i:3 pretty 
limited, really, If I could ju5t thir,k of sorr.e,,...ay to -iemons!.ra te it to 
you. As you are climoi...'lg ou.t the dash board :i!5 r:.igi'.. e:-not<g,.'1 be:"a;.;se of the 
attitude that you can~:, :::>ee below you, unless .:..t is q:..::~-:ie a v."G.Y? ir: frc~t 
of you. It is pretty muc.h a bl.i."'ld spot. 

~'"~.:::. 
".- .-: ~-

~­
A. 

Q. 

. A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
I:. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Can you see the actual h0rizon~ '. 
Yes, you fa."'l see the horizon. ·.' ·- -- ~._··~_"'..c:-

What is your visibili :y seated in the r1.ght seat at the 3 
can you see cut that .,,.-ay'Z 

c •clock pc~i4~!~t; >{~~;~~ 
From the r·ight. seat i.:: a r1.ght tUITI you car~ 7 t see it very· well • 
seat is pretty well ~s~ricted. 

Tne left 

How 
the 
The 

about the ~ o: do>Gk positio:i to the 
r1.ght seat· 

right side of the aircr·a.ft .from 

co-pilot can see :; :etty well but it is somewhat restri.cted. 
'l 

What is the test posi~io~ i'or visi'bility• 
I would say an ar_gle of about 45 degrees 'straight up, because c!' yot.r 
restrictions and your helmet. 

What about head movem.er..t:'i 
I would say if I nel~ my head up about like this that woQld be the best· 
I could do. Because of tt.e .neln:et and the head!·ests I ·.:ould no:. look 
straight up. 

Are you required to wear this helmet wh_en flyir_g the C-7'? 
Yes sir. -. '·. ';·"' .'• 

, ·,.. ~ - • I 

···:' 

'\$ 
'!'";'.~~-
-:--!i.:' 

":,~·~ 
r: ; .• 
,·--:-... 

''i. 

· •. 

Getting back to the climb again, in ~; ME'l'C) climb a.t 500 fee:t you -iYJ:y -· -::; . ~:: ·:··_f:, 
that you can see the horizon1 - · · .- -< - · · ; :. :·,-::':<~?~ 
Yes sir. . .-r,;> 

Over the nose? .. -· . . ,_ _ •. :;)_.-:;(f~ 
To both sides you can but not over the nose.: The da~h covers Up the fiOJJJ~- · '.};t 
but off to the sides you can see it. ··When the seat is too lo;r y<YJ. ~.ar.)t ·se~ :~ 
much of the ho!'izon at all. · - ·:.- •;--:~ 

-·-- ·.---~-· .. .:.~:~~~-.·~-~ • 

4

·_.:_(' > ·:c;;ipi:£\tJ~l 
. - .. · - - ~.-· .. 



so. I'm s':.' lor.g that I have t-c pt;.t if.. doh":l a. .,.:.:;,y:;., 
a shorter person could raise it high e:c.ough to see ou ! .• 

· .Q •.• Did you ever see the hell.capt.er? 
·;:-.A. .I didn it as the Ca:·ibc:.i toJk off but I 

.... :· . . ···.; .··, : .. · . 

. . ; :·.Q: •. ·:,.Prior to the accidm t ·~ 
A., 'No sir, and when I did 

:~>;.' " : l? . .3.ribou, but there was 

did see tr.em. be tn • 

see tt.em I didn't see any visible darr..age 
debris flying from the helicopter. · 

to tha 

There being no further que 5ticns 'by ar.y members of the board the W'i t:hess was 
excused and withdrew f:·om the boardroom. 
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. " ·" 

--~~ ;,~ .. >·~ ~.~::·~~/~:: :.: .. ~·~ :~ -
~· :~1 ::lst' Lt Garland G. Moore, 5'37th Tactical Airlitt Squadrari, Phu Cat Air Bas~~-_-~ ~~.._ .... 

. \i~..;:•··~epublic of Vietnam, was called as Witness, was sworn and testified as 
·;_: <.--;::.; F. ollows :-

''.~ 0~~~ 
. - ·and a C-?A on the runway, which t.s normal and at the time the ramp_ ... -. · ' ;_'.:~:~11~ 
··.-.wasn't open. I spotted a 12"3 thB.t was holding also. He was-· higher_- ~an '~:>:~<tt~~ 

.. I was so I decided to hold at 2500 feet. I had only gotten iri the _ - > · -•. · \j:~ 

f ·.· -

proximity of the field when the 123 taxied out for take off and was . ·-.::'i:.t_:c. 
cleared. The Caribou that would eventually fly into the Chinook called · _:·~if' 

· in and was cleared for taxiing.and did so. He executed his 180:on the ._::.:;r;. 
runway and was in position for tak:80££. The other 123 had entered on · , -~:,, 
a downwind leg and was cleared to land.· At that time ! set myself for '· .. : < 

. -,,..• 
a descent on a downwind leg and would land behind the 123. The Caribou 
took' a long time on the runway- so I did a 360. The 123 had done a left 
hand turn to reestablish his pattern. At that time the Caribou was· s .. 
cleared for take off and he was talking on the UHF and I was on the FM. 
As I was making my J6o I noticed a Chinook below me. I was probably . ~ - , ·,- ·: ·,/;: 

. -between· 1500 and 1800 feet. The Chinaok Wa.s below me and traveling down 
the road. I entered on down wind at approximately the nothern end_ oi 
the runway. I saw the Caribou make bis take_ off and make his tum'. .and· 
start his climb down the Hiway. I saw the-.Chinook fran my.position was 
just behind the cockpit, maybe a little lef't of the centerline of the 
Caribou. At that time they: were ·out. of ~ .field of concern and I s~ted 
to clear my immediate area again' because I bad that th-0ae "two air~~t 
spotted. I spotted the 123 who had called i:ri f'inal. · I did _'8.riather: left 
360 and as I turned and started to roll into my bank I saw a'. b:right orange 
flash over about the position of the. n'Ulllber two engine of tne•Caril?ou. My_ 
.first thought was that his number two engine had exploded, · His nose_ came 
up further than it was and he went into a right descending sprial which 
he never came out of. At the time I still thought it was his number two 
engine explodin~. Saneone called in and said there had been a midair 
between a Caribou and a Chinook. I looked do'Wil. and watched the Chinook 
hit the grolllld and then I watched the C~ibou hit the ground. I called 
the tower and told them to send out sane rescue ambulances and by that 

. time there already four or five huays in the area. They were all 
hovering around making sure that it was aaf'e to enter. I went ahead and 
reentered on a down wind again and executed my- landing. When I got on 
the ground I got out and talked to Captain Bolling and I told him that 
I was going to notify our people. I noti.f ied them and they _relayed the 
message to Hilda ALCC. 

·' ~·· . 

--: ~- ·,, 

Could you tell what altitude the_Cai"i'bou was at when he irlitiated his 
.;• : , .. ;;;~ 

':.. _ 

.... 
'·.-:-,';.-. 

turn? · · · · · - - : -
It would be a rough estimate, bu.t I .. would say between two and four hundred . ·' .. ·:. 
feet. - · 

\ 

• -· .7> •• -.~· 

' - -- .:.. -.. ~. - ··-- -- · -· "-- .. ~,~-~-:·-·ii.L~-~,..;,,_________ . · ·: :\:;:.L;{ci 
~-----,,.-. _ ........ _-> --~--; .. ""'~""·'!:* .... -: ~~~ : 



~: '. . - . -

'· 

' 

Q. 
A. 

., 

How far out from the end of the runway? 
I don't lmow I didn 1 t see him canmence his turn I just saw him as 
he· rolled out over the Hiway. 

Then he started a straight ahead climb paralleling the Hiway? 
Yes, sir, It appeared to me that he was following the Hiway down to 
Phu Bai • 

... __ _- .. ~·~:~-:;~r· ·_-a~~ 
c;,- .-j:~~~ 

. ~:. -. :\'=~-~~~~: 

. · .Q. What speed do you normally make your climb at? 
A. After we have made our take off we go to METO power and climb at 

-9~ lmots. 

Q. Would you say that the Caribou was~..a-t::~, power:.at. this time? 
A. Yes, sir, I would say he was probably at METO power at the time of 

the climb. 

Q. 
A. 

Do you lmow what instructions were given 'to the C-7 pilot? 
He was cleared to take off and he got the wind. That is about all we 
get unless there is artillery. 

- :~.J~~.: . 

. . ·.:\:Th~ 

.·.~;~ff<: 

. ~\; 

.-~_t: 
~ -..:. .... 

:: ~~~~~::~;°E::Ji~~tten ::g h:l:~::c::~~s 0::w:tat v-;~~ 
the end of the ri.mway. This is the ideal condition. We like to check · . _ :Ti~~"¥ 

Q. 
A~ 

our engines on the ground and then while we are completeing our 180 turn · · · <:-"0';~.; 
We run the power up and check for oil leaks and so forth. -- . •' '~ ;:/f-~ 

You didn't actually see the 1lllpact then? .:- , ·::,%~ 
No, sir, all I saw was the bright flash. ., . .;.,~~\ 

Q. When you noticed the two aircraft on what was a conver-gi.ng course could ~- f '.~~j 
,-':"~ .: .. 

you tell at what angle they were at? ;.:'.-~~~ 
I didn't at the time :.;iink: it was a cqllision course. _I wasn't even · -­A. 

~ =~:: .. ·;.~:~ 
thinking about a collision at the ti:m.e. The Cariboti was belwo and very . ~.:-::~}.: 
slightly to the right of the Chinook and there is probably a 15 to 20 · ... '''"' 
degree angle between them. >.i~ 

>:~~~; 
:-,_~~ 

Q. . You were looking back at them? 
A. I was down and to the side. They were a,t approximately my 10;30 or 

11:00 o'clock position, when I entered on down wind. When I saw the 
flash they were about my 10:00 o'.clock position, and lower than I was. 

Q. 
A. 

Did it appear that the Chinook was ahead of or behind the Caribou? 
The last time I saw them together w~ when I turned down wind and I 
explained that a m:in~ve ago. The~·nerl tilne I saw them i,t loQked .iike 
the Chinook fell fran. the right wing of the Caribou. 

·- :--~;:/:_::': .·. -~ : 

Q. When you initially saw them the· Chinook· was to the left of the Caribm:i" 
and you couldn 1 t tell if he was infront of or behind him? · _ ·. · · .. · 

A. . He was behind .the wing of the C~ibou and then when I turned down v:ind._. ~ 

Q. 
A. 

Behind the left wing? 
Yes, sir, vecy slightly. 

- position. 
He was at about the Caribou's eight or clock · 

;.:· .. :_';;_ 

-.: •;._ :-:;.; 
""': . · • .:<~.:...·:-,( . 

. . -~ ~~··: . .::~~ 
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Q. 

A. 

~E_aj __ ;t; la§;; ::s;- 2' f..¥'!"T a:m = nv::::,' + . ·. · ·i. 101 ·~f. "' sc-r:-,~~i.. .: .. --·~~ · · · 

r ... '-·' - ... ''"":'*~t,,,~ .... r • :}~~~iitfo:'f~'."f;~ ,~ 
In you opinion as a C-7A pilot, putting yourself in his position do·yeu · :_.:.:;""'f:·· · ~ 
feel that his ability looking forward was sufficient to see the C-47'J.'.''" :~T';'~f 
I -am asking the question to see if the climb angle is such that you cap~>-:~~ .. , .-r 
see over the nose? . -. --. ;~:"'r"'·'· ·< 
The climb angle from the cockpit looks steep. You don 1 t ·have very good .. <";::./~,'h- ,: 
visibility. Your best visibility is say about 10 degrees elevation up .··. ·>·::,~<-~-t 
to· about 35 degrees, then you have the cross bar across this way and:->,.;~~:·\;;!:=~:_: 
across your head and you have a panel. The left seat pilot should ~ve --:· ~:·.~r-:Jt:r 
sane visibility up and to his left, but the Caribou is really not top .·. : :·~:::'ill: 
good an aircraft for visibility in -·a climb. · ,,:~.~::i-"s~ 

.-._:·:::~\::.:~ 
. - .· ···-~~..,.i::J.~ 

Q. Does he have clear visibility in clearing to the right? . -J~ A •. 'The left seat pilot would have more trouble clearing to his right and 
above him than any other way. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

• A. 

When you are ground taxing your crew chief or your flight engineer 
often go on top, where is he located during take off? 

., 

During the take off we have him seated at the left front side of the 
aircraft. After we get up he checks the the engines for leaks and what 
not. After his check he w:i.11 most of the time cane up front and stand 
betWeen the two pilots. When it is a short leg he will stay seated~ · 
do his paper work. · 

Your nonnal pro.cedure when you take ;u.f from a runway like Camp Evans 
is to your turn right away to av()id small arms fire? · · . - · .· · · 
Not now. Before we did not worry about ground fire as much as run.:. ·: 
ning into somebody. Now we are receiving instructions to climb to a 
thousand feet before makingour~turn. 

Q. Who is giving those instructions? 
A. The tower. This came about right after the accidnet. 

Q,- Prior to that time :rou were given no ~pecific climbing instructions? 
·A. No, sir. 

. '· ~-~::-~~ 
-- .. , ... ...:;_ 
.. ~ .. vi,.·. 

. ~: ~~ 
.;, -'~"":~ 
. ,.. :C:.· 

ii~{ 
. '~:~t~ 

Q. 
A • 

What is the ar'ea to the north of Camp Evans like? Is it hostile? "'' 
None of our aircraft have been shot at.. I really can't say ~ba.t. it -is . ~-.~i~} 

Q. ::~ab::::::~ It is just policy to stay within the p~~· , i~t 
A. They have a procedure for staying within the perimeter. · · ~;.7~~-

... 
--~ ........ 

:.i -· • .~ ... •• 

_ Q. That is for both entry and departure? : .. ~- -'~> 

' ;; ;;:~~amiliar with the 469 mi~~ion? _ "?'':_.~-~-
Q. Have you flown it be.fore? ~- .- <O:·\~ 

:: ::: :: do you generally get up in the morn:lng far this llissian? . :_ \t~ 

A. Approximately 5:15. . -· fr· . ·- . --·' -·' ,-''' .;c;:. - - . .. -.· -: ·-... ~ ,; :_till~~' 
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• >. - .·;:-.~.:t 
Q. ·'When do you show up for the flight? ·' ·",_:(/ 
A.·. We show up an hour before the missian and if I remember right the 469 - ~-::::., 

is blocked for 7:20 in the morning. I generally rise at least 16 ~'',~~ 
minutes before that, in other words an hour and 45 minutes before --~ . ,' ... :~r.~ 

~-. block time. That gives me time to get dressed and eat breakfast •. It 
i~ the latest block that we have and I generally arrive down there ~a· 

· little early. · · 

Q. Just out of curiosity on the 469 mission what do ·you do for ii.inch? . 
A. Different crews do di.ffer~nt things~ Me, I stay with the aircraft and 

help the loadmaster fuel and service the plane and then go over. to the . _ . ..,_...,. 

:. 'Q. ::ky:aro:::d: :d~:tt~:::: :t:::of:: ::::- ~,1, 
·- - ahead climb what_ bank angle would you estimate he was in? .,, · 

>-~ .. :-. 
A. He was shallow in his bank about 15 to 20 degrees. He was . caning ·out : .. · -"-~_::?_,_:_,-

-. ;. -

·of his tum when I saw him.: This. is opinion but he had to start bis · -· 
turn early off the end of the l"llllW'ay- and have a good amount Of bSnldng 
to have turned and started his c,l:imb when he did. ' - , _.,. 

_=- ,,,:~ ...... 

Q. You did not observe the impact? -< _:- · .. _, · 

~····. • :: ::: ==~=t~t ::: :~:~:::~ :: :::u:: :::::sh· > .• 
l ·: < · · of -vision and if it was you were not aware_ of .it? _ : · . ~- : ?Ji._g: 
· . ·' , .. ' . A. The only time I was aware of. the helicopter was when he !'ell. - ··,: -- --.: - . .,_ .- ., · _;,;:-:r,;;.-, 

.·_. ·_ ~. --. >''·. ~-: --:~: .:~.~--~·-~-. ~-.-~ ~~ ·~-- -~~:::-'/:~·~~ 

i. ·.,,.._ 
i . -~<: 

{There being no iilrther questions by- arfi of the b~d ~ember-~_._ th~ ·w.tt.Uy{~-- ';.~{~ 
-wxcused and withdrew frcm .the boardroan.) · ~- ·. ,. ·' ..... }SJ§ 

-- - .. < . . ~--c:J.ik 
'"'..~: 

:; -~~ ··. '. :;ill 
. ,· ~-

• '!' .• ·.-

~~ ·.: ~ -.. 

. _ ..... -.. :,; -

·-. __ - ·, · .. 

,:., .· 
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.;.·.;--.;:.- .... -· 
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.. ···~ "~'' _,: ,:·j:~;~a : ... . . 



,,~jJ~?J~''C~t~D.·',f~·1i5t:,·:=-~'._~-~-~::J~tr\;:·~-
·.1:1~:i;~-;.·~}.~~~ Forrest E. Franklin~ Corp of-Fngineers, Head~ters Headquarlers·,c~ 
., ~~~~~~~amp._~ans, Republic of Vietnam, was called as a witness, was sworn and ~e~l:i~ 
~!J.·-.:.··"· llied as follows: · :·:.- --~,. 

~~1~1;~~:t:.~~>-~t is your specific .job? _ _ . _ .:·).:.:~:~:[.~:;~~ .. I" 
iiJf~~J1:;::"A~-- .I. am president of the Aircraft Investigation Board, 1st Cav Divi~. ,, ·. /;~·:~t?I? -;~ 
~~~it:·f..~~:·/·: :' (I would like it to be noted here that this is a pennanently ass1:gne~-:- -L.'.-: .~~~;-. ~: 
.1:~if.:ik~<--;::.:~f~> ··_.staff section of the Di vision Headqtiar~ers. · It 1 s not an appo~t~d boo,.rd, •. . ·>,:_~-;{:' · 
t~~,~~~i~::;<I~:'~~s_ designated ~d it is a~5~~:.~_.:"~~~:- job., .· ··,. - ·-:<·>~;~.···_··:~-::~· 
{.j;~~-,: 7:~.~~~~ ... '~ .. :As president of this board what; are. Y'Our c:Iuties? .. ·.· .. -... '..:· '.:·'-~"._: . 

~;~ ~<:<'.;,\'.~!~A;:>. ~y duties are to maintain an offic~- equipped to instantly proceed tO «· :.;::< ~7::,;.:_ . 

'}-{'J'.<f~'.;~~--~'te:::a:v~: :::d:~:::.~--·eav _Di Vision· has. -·-- _-- ..• _.'·_··;':l' 
·r..·~:~ ·.->·:.:-/"·A·. · .·AboUt three months and two weeks~ - ~ .·:.·"-'.~t:~~ 

. ~~ .. --~~~ ~-)~;.·'.,~~::~:-:,;~.~-,_" . . . ' _-· . . f ~~~1:~ 
·~ :.', . < .. ·- ', Q. During this time how many accidents have you investigated? '~~~~:~ 

i~t~~;~:;,-;.~~~~~~;: oih~:;:!i~~~:i~ j~~~ thirty three acci~ta :7:. j~ 
_ i~< ; ;·\i'.':.,:c~;.~·:~.::µ ~.~9-~ated from the South~ Ca.J.it:~a Aerospace . Saf ety,,M&nagemen:t ~urse .. ~.';: 

1~·.:r.:~:·~ .. ~~~~~.r ... -~.·:.t:::: .. ;:::. ::·s:. 0: ~:z.::.~:: 1:::. =~A=.·.;;~: .. -... :.-~~ 
, , -~ ·:·: ~,~:<_ ·:.-·yoli. would rather when I. ask .01le o:t_ these questions and i:t trlgg~r~ ~off _/;. . :'-i . 

.,._\''·:·'.:._,.;~· .. ~~:. -·~omething and you would lilce to._;give.us sane further facts'.f'eel f'ree_t.ci.,~;::;.'.~:,~1:. 

·.}:~~-~~t·;%~tt:~::_:::-_--:~~~;. o~: ii~~t ~S~~ :::P7~! '!~df j~ k~o!°~~0l~~a~~~~::~;~t4~~)~(.~~~'~:if 
i ~~::{ / ~:-·>>,. bodies of' wreckage and then to locate· where there may have · been'.·san&;·:othQ'.:: ~ -

}1. I~~y·~L-~. ·:.'." -::~,:~~~~~ ~~l:~~j ~~~~~~~· ~~5g~~~ ~:t6~! .;1~~:~tti~~i.1f ~4::~~~~ 
f:~:~s~.~.:r> ,_25,ooo.) -·_ - : · · · . .· · · · .. "·::~~r~: .. ·,;+:'~~ 

'di~--::.~ .. •· ·'· ·"'·· A ·• · -Would you lik~ me to mark the map at· the. point of' collision and: gi.ve:-;the ·' P t i~;;&i: .. :'. _. ~ordinates? _ > . -' · · · _ : : ~'i :;•;;>;:\-'"• 

!t}(j( 1~;-ge~v~:::!.i the map at the coCll"diJlates Yankee Del.ta 563318 appr~Jet~;2, 
'"~:''-'..>/' .: · :This is the nearest possible point to select as the point of ~ct. :-,~t=.~ , ... 
JjA/~.~~: .. ·>- _is th~ point of collision. · · ·c~'.;\J >-· 

~i:r ~~?· ·~<< :.:.:- ~: .. ~.·-~~~- :. ... ;. -· - -~ . . . . . ,. _ . . . ; :-~ ... -.. ·;· .. :..~~~· 
.~ :· J • • _ · .:.Q. · Would you mark the map at the point where the aircraft wrec:Icage ·stt'1i~._~;-~~-·::~> 

.~j: · . ·-'-~·-= ... _· ·the ground? . - .<. · · · ·· /-,> :=--<:.~::.~ 
~·/-~:-· . . ·'.,A .. ·T_have marked the map. I woul~;·:es~ate :the wre_clcage o.t_~· ,~~~".-~'.:~~;. 
j~:<iif.-.;,.,.~,:-···:· .. .:<~ centered on a point ro~~:.-!~:-~~!,§~75. on:the_ sCale..,.and: 3~.· :~·:;·~-~~~:~f}f;~~ 
'1t:::"-~t::<./. }~.-.: ':Tiiat. is the wreckage 0£· the·,chill~~f·-:·~: >_ · · .,, .. . . .· • ,, · -'::.: --;:jt-(~f::'.t~. 
· ~ ·>;><< .. ~.·A~ - I 1m sorry, correction that'~ 567~~,~~3µ~, .that is the Chinook .. I.iif'~~;,':,\{i~:f'. 
1.· .. _- .. :<; ·say the wreckage o:f the C-7 Alta.would be 5630 and 3140. - · i'f~:·;:-•':•:;;;e.~ 

,, .; ~ ;~···- :·::: .. -- '_, 

.- .. 
~ . - _. ~· - - : .. - ·-'. -· .-'. 

-·· -----. ·. " . --- ---·-. 



~·~ ~;~ "rV'" ''.'-. _"'( . '<': 

~-. ~~:s ",' ,.:\'~;/:-:_:.~/&~·'·· .· .. . ''-. . 

C
~. --~-.--~ ~--".·· ~ . . ·. . . ' :-0::f1· .. ~; ~ ~~~:~ ·.--.~--~---- . 

. :·:-_: <·-.-,._.-·Q·~ >Now in reference to those two locations if you like can Y"OU tell us 
·-.~~:/~: ~-··. · .• 1,000 meters, 1500 meters where Y'OU .tound any other wreckage? · · 

· ., A. On ·a line between the point of collision and the point of impact o~ 
.... the Chinook was a major portion of the wreckage, which was the~·a.rter 

wlon and after mast of the CH-47. .Along that line from the~:pomt of 
'. · collision and generally on a line to _the point of wreckage of ~h~ ... · .: 

_ ·-"-.. . Chinook there were portions of both si.des of the C-7 Alfa shee~''jetal: 
• ., < ' · .•. · fran in the vicinity of the right-.and.1eft propellers. In add,ition: ~~s 

-· 

. •"•: 

one blade of the left propeller. . Along those. same lines the remairicier:·.' 
. ,· of the left propeller intact.. The stuck cell memVer including two . ; ·. 

pieces of the syncronhizer drive shaft of the CH-47, the pilots. helmet:· 
·of the C-7 Alfa, the top of the C-7 Fuselage and mmierous pieces of : : . 
Chinook rear rotor blade. Now these were distributed to the right and 
left, the majority of than to the left of the line I described b7 the· . · · 
point I chose as that of collision an that of impact of the Chinook. · · 
About midway between the point of collision and the point of impact: _ 
Both of these bodies were identified as having caning from the fuselage 
of the Chinook. The major pCll'tions ·o£ the Chinook rear rotor blade .. · · 
were distributed to both the left and right of this line one at about· 

· - 130 meters and one as much as 300 meters and one almost directl7· under 
the path of the Chinook. · ·· ; -.'<'· 

.· . 

~- Q-. -Did you find any evidence of a portion of the blade of the hell~~ter ,· ' 
sf.ill embedded in a portion of the -Caribou? ·.. ·_ .. -; > : • · . 

· ~~ 'Yes, we removed an outward section o:t one of the rear rotor blades_ of the 
Chinook. It was 9 feet 1 inch long, from the immediate cockpit of _the 

. '·"· · , Qaribou 'Wreckage. This was bent into a box and the lange~t: .. -sectiori, Of" 
which was about 3 feet, was jammed \lllder the instrument panei'.::wrec~e in' .. 
the vicinit7 of one of the pilots bodies. · ,_ ··_:: . _,_- :·:c :·: · 

. '.::'", ·:~"' ~ ~' '.: .. 

Q. Did you find any other evidence of a . blade striking the caril:>oli ·iJl· ~ · 
other location than t::3.t which Y"OU have just described?- . · · · · .- · 

A. Yes, we have distinct evidence that at ·least one of the rotor blades- ,cut.· 
· through the cockpit of the Caribou. If I was sitting in the cockpit' of' ·-· -~:~.;, 

I
' .~ . 

. . -- . - :., ' - .• ~-

. -_ · · - .. "' .. · .. _ 

~ . .' ... ~ .. ;: ., 

the Caribou it yas the top right edge of the Windshield, dawn arid _through· _ X;~ 
the lower left edge or the windshield. That is £ran co-pilots side ·down·. ..:>;,: 

• . •" :·~C· 

to the pilots side. - · ~- ~~3:2£; 

f .· 
f ,. 

I ' .. 

. '· : <-'fit? 
Q. ·You round the front rotor blade where an in what condition? . ,,_.~L;~~ 
A. The .front rotor blade was burnt in . the. post-crash fire. The 'Wreckage. at .:::::. ."··~:{~ 

the Chinook was basically inverted. When it struck it did not move, itself', <.~~if 
it fell straight to the grOtlll.d at a very slow speed. It was intact._ excep~ :·;::·E~ 
for the crushing of the impact and. the fire which fallowed •. The rQtor:,~as_ .. ;;:;-.::::~~ 
intact and stopped at illlpact where it lay on the grotmd undaniag~t{.~q~i;.~;:J~-' -.. --.; 

r or the fire. . . _· . ·"~;:--:,:· "->, :•»:.>: ":;{j};{~~:-~-~-~~~ -~cit 
Q. Are there any other f'acts which Y"OU discovered in your inv~sti.giti~j~.b~~-~~:7~1f 

might be material to this investigation? __ · ·. \,;''.: -. , )-::_ · · ; ~, '~JD~fi~ 
A. The flight surgeon and the remainder of my board were able· to'~~J.lsll'. -·.:-~·~>1:~~ 

:f'ran the rem~s o~ the pilots that neither of them coUld ha.!'e-.bj.8:n ;~ttve · .. /~~~~~ 
after the initial mpact of the two aircraft. · ··:·:'.~'-~:,.~"C:n::-:~::e· :-_.'-<:'f'J,;~ir 

- - .• -- ·' '·cc -7 ~' . • '• .. ~ ~ •. ·· ' "''~~i~~'if i-j~ 



!'.tnc Tr.··~:: Z'.' .•· r'.'1'~~.;..~~--~-~-;.;~_;..~ _r ___ --~- ---~-- ~~,--: -
~'·~~n&i~;;rl?f '7"1~r~· < · ·· 

C?'..;).~Q·~_:· ~~'s .the pilots of the C-7? --.,~t 

·$.':S~.;:!. ~ ::: ~~~g· vou and the gentleman si tt; na .to vour left would vou depict -_· · '.~~}~i 
., --0 J J -~ .::;,,.··~:~-&~ ~ 

... for me the angle that the blade cut through the cockpit? • -"1·-·,,;:lif: 
.: :<;._..:·A •. · ~he_ ~le is obvious from the evidence •. · .'.nle depth of the cut is indeter-. >:·;i::~; 

·- · - · :, ·. minable because the blade went beyond the: top of the cockpit so we can~t·. :·_:·-~.~~-'._··:····.-·· .. ~.~.-:~.~,..----.~:-.·-~.~,--~--.~-~.,...-~.-~'flt~:~:~.-
.~',~:\·· .. _;. 'say how far back it went. Also, tlie· leD.g.t}l of the blade that was in -the · · .. .:.-;, .. '"~ 

-·': ... ~-.:.cockpit is immaterial becuase we don•t:lmow if any o.f it were protrudillg_ ·'"'-"'I 

: ' 

· · -._,£ran the cockpit when it bro~e off •. 'All we can establish is the angle.'·:· .. -. ..,. ~-"""z;. 

. ' .··• E E~~ ~~:?~~:~~~~~=1!~=Pi~~~.:\~o~:;;~~;ngie ~·,\I 
Q. . Can you tell us from your investigation of the impact site of the Caribou .. : .. /{, 

whether or not he was in a left turn or a right turn as he struck the -.. ,. 
. ground? _. 
•-A~< The investigation of the site indicates that the first point of contact · 
,, .. ·. . of the Caribou preceeds the first j)iece of wreckage by a leat 60 feet., . Now.. • :~, 

~ - .:._;· ·· .the line described from this point .t·o the first piece of wreckage is a · --~}~ 
~.~:: -· .- . •curve. · It's an arc of a circle perliap_s 100 meters in diameter.· .. This curV'e · ·; .. :.:.-~-:;; 

.to the right on an average of ·about 'three quarters of a degree •. · This :proves . ._._-.·.~;~ 
- that :·the aircraft was in a right t1lrn and the degree of angle and the ·pitch .. ,' , >jjj; 

are open to .discussion. The radius and direction of the turn are ob:tlans~. . .' :~~§~ 
.-..,._ • .. ·..,. 

r ,: (Ther_e being no further questions by any .0£ the board- ~embers 
,...,_;. · ·. · . ·excused and withdrew fran the board.roan.. ) 
L-~:~>~1r· .. ~ _: ?·:. · - ·· · 0 

· · - • -· 
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the witness· was 
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:·~··-~:-···sergeant Richard P. Mitchell, Air Force, Naval lst Calvary, Da Nang Air Base':.·.· ~~)f:::,,,,;;i; 
Republic· of Vietnam, was called as a Witness, was sworn and testified as follows;:~.:,;:;,:;; 

__ t ·~~.7 ~:ness the midair collision on the 3rd o~ October? . "_;;~i 
'.',/·. -. Q. : Would you tell us generally what you saw? · :_ .;:,i~~~ 

· A. The Caribou had just' left the field, made a right turn, was proceeding . -:~~-=. 
toward the beach in a climb. It was nonnal departure. The Chinook ;ras 
flying roughly parallel to the Hiway and they just collided. The weather 
was - clear and they should have been ·able to see each other real clear. 

Q. . Were both aircraft as far as you could determine heading in generally' the 
same direction? 

A. They were heading iii approximately ninety degr·ees difference. The Chinook 
. traveling parallel to the Hiway and the Caribou heading toward the beach. 

· •·· Q •. ''When the Caribou took off it m~de a· normal turn to the right?. How tar';.: 
would you say it turned? . · 

·A. 'It looked like he turned around and was heading to;rard the beach and then 
, : he started to clilllb out. Just prior~to impact with _the helicopter he,_. 

1 _ .• star.ted to make a very short. right tu.ra and pull~d up ·and to the rlgh~ 
and just as he started to turn he hi~ the Chinoo~'. helicopter. · 

.. 

Q;· . Where would ·say the Caribou ·hit the helicopter or vise versa? . . 
A.· _The Caribou hit the helicopter in approximately the loc_ation of.~ the right 

Q. 
- A. 

- engine part. · · · 

It hit in the rear rotor? 
Yes, sir below the rea:- rotor.· 

_.;_ .. !:­
--- .. _ ... ; .. 

- ;>... 

.~ ·' 

. ;· .. · . ;._ 
. - ·_.:·, .. 

. - ~-l~~i 
, 

-.·_ -_-:i~~-
.t_ :::_: 

---- ·I_,f~---
·• -.:..!-·~ .• 
~· :-.· ~--:..-

' .~;~_ 
.... ;· 

. ·.:~:-

. .-.;_ 
.· '.·.;;:.. < --:,.:;:· 

. 1;:'} 
,. ~:-?:·· I t ::\.;:;! ~~.::e~~~u? __ <;::(~ 

- - fl.•. -· · · · · Q. -Could you tell haw high the Caribou was when he started-his turn? - -)~J;j: 
· -~-_.-.· :.> l. The view just off the runway blocked my- vision, all I laroW is that he made . :lz~'. 

his turn and came back. I don't know i£ he proceeded straight out ar' ··' , -~'°:<:' 
i. wether he turned immediately after take off. · · ·-. "> 

. .·· ':·;··. 

' : < : ".· Q~ !.Opk:l.ng toward the scene, toward the southeast, where you viewed thi·s had -· -- '.--'~~ 
;, ~~ ·. · :' "'_ · : . -they not collided they would have m~de an X is that the flight path wi. th · : -_:_·.:~~'~j 
" ' the Caribou heading out toward· the ocean? . .. ~::-:iS<:'. 

.. -· . A~'.: Right, the Caribou was headµig '.au~ t0ward :the beach and the' Chinook' was_ , ~~;,.f'.' :~3: 
- . ,.generally parallel to tP.e-beach ..... _ . -.::,:~·~~ 

. . . . . . . : . . ~~":'.'/if}. 

••. Q. ~h:~~~~~~· aey turns or~ effort to move away fran its n:~}j 

~-;;.:> "· _::~·. _ Didi~ ap?ea: t~ you that the Chinook .was flying straight and level,: descEiila.:.j;y.~ 
i:-~~~:,_:.'>t.· ·A~'.:=.~~:gh~l:~~:;el. ·- , , '.- .: ~_:_:_ .-:':;1 
~iWf: 2,,,~, ~ , : . . . · < .:>;J'~ 
'''" N~• - ~ , '< : _ _(;:;;;~;~ 



:";;;-, . . •. , \'}·I:;:~~Jt{ · .. · n 
--~~f!J'f ~'ti -· ·. '· .... 

;- :. 

i%~9"C:f ~liin~l~:ib~~~~~ ~ :a~g~z ~:d~ror to the crash? 

{:'.';~:~~-· <_,.::·:~·· -~~~ i~la;~~~";s any danger of them colliding until the C~ibOU. · 
~ ··-"'- . . .,.. . ~"-- .. . . -
-t .··_>.:.:/ <A•. That is why I watched, because it a~ed to be on a collisj.on .course . 

t
>.r~ -_;~~;~. : .. ;~'.: ·_and in this are you have ~o many helicopters ~d so many aircraft quite ... _ .... _· ·. ;;.'.'" 
. :!'--· -.. , ...... ,_&:.• · o£:t.en what appears a collision course really isn't. , - · . ,. , ·;~:~ 

. -. ... ~ ~·)-· ~-·~r.~~ '~ ~ - ' ' -. ---~:.::~~:-~~ 
·.. · :_: . ·:~ ~-.Q~ . .-The Caribou was i..11 ef'fect overtaking ·the Chinook? . c: f't,!i_. 

I A.··: We~, sir they were both conv~ging c;1Il the ..same point. One was caning : · ~ }~}f 
·. · · ·· this way and the other was caning this way. _.:,·~~}.'. 

·., ~~ 

·r .- · -· ~-~-:f 

. · 
"' ._;. 

·:. ',1 . 

ti~.--.:· .-.,. 

Q. As ·You were facing it you were looking at the rear end of the Caribou? ,-~}-, 
·A •. Yes,sir. ··· 
;., 

Q. . Upon impact you say it was the front section of the Garibou that made •' . · 
. .. · . contact with the rear rotor of the Chinook, what did you observe after · · 

contact? 
Just prior to contact the Caribou started its right turn in an attempt 
to _avoid the accident. After impact it continued its right turri and the 
Chl:nook dropped. It lost the rotor off the rear end. 

Q. · Did you see the rotor? 
·A. It shattered. The Chinook dropped and the Caribou continued its right 

turn. It appeared for a couple of' seconds to be recovering and then 
he went do"Wn. 

Q. 
A. 

. Q. 
·.A. 

How did the Chinook drop? 
Almost straight down. 

Tail first? 
Yes, sir. 

. '. 

- .i!f'_·:-

<~··: 

- ~ -. : 

Q. 
A. 

The 6aribou did what? 
.A.:rter impact the Caribou continued its left turn, leveled off, and then ;':;: '.'.· :·~ > 
went into a sharp left turn and headed toward the ground. I lost Sight :~:,·:;· 
o£ it before he hit the ground. All I saw was the final left hand turn • 

(There being no furt.her questions by any of the board membe·rs the witness was 
excused and withdrew from the boardroan.} 
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~~;>I~~"···~;~_f;;~'( . s~ . "' 
Ci?;t:~i~~ Sahzar, llth Aviation Group, Camp Evans, Republic of Vietnam, was called :-<f~f • 

':'.~·sworn and testified as follows: .. ~- ~('tfi;if 

.:i1~· ~~:= p::~:::i:r::~ th~a::r:~:::::rkun::.::~ :::::on Group; ._: __ :·.·.:·:._·-·~:: .. -.: .•. 1.;_:_•.-."_,b."".~.i.·,··';.• 
.}~-,~~, Yes, that is correct. " 7~-
.. Q. -~~ f ~~ould like to sep~rate the questions into two parts. I understand that · :---~~£~'. 

.A .. yoy u o~ser:;,ed all or a portionb okf fthe coNllision. · .·._:_:'.:_:_~,~.·-~.· .. : .. ,~ .. -.~-': ... 
· · • , es sir. rte were on our way ac ram ancy. ..:: -· 

-Q. I.et' s talk first about the collision. How about relating to us what you saw'? 
:A. -The first thing I saw was an object falli."'lg out of the sky. ·I-_didn 1t see 

the Caribou and then I looked up and saw the Caribou. It seemed· to appear 
. in a normal flight and then the next thing it did was turn and go into the 

.···ground. 

Q. · You did- not s·ee the impact itself, you just saw the result of the impact? 
A. Wb.6n I, looked up the Chinook was coming back down. It started rolling over. 

It:_ took a couple of minutes to hit the ground. I would estimate it was at 
about twelve or thirteen hundred feet. · 

Q. Where were you physical1Y located at the time7 

' A. 
We were just on the other side of the LZ over here, coming 1zi to land at the 
Red Ops pattern over here, which would have made us coming in from the north. 
We were on the left base. 

Q •. Which tower were you operating with! 
A. .I. was on the left traffic. 

Q. 
A. 

What were .~ou flying! 
A Loch_, 0 W6 .Ufa. 

Q. Approximately what altitude were you at the time'? 
A~ · We were about 400 feet. 

· Q~ What was their elevation in your estimation? 

~ . ' ' - ··~ 

A. El.even, twelve or thirteer.. hundred feet. I was looking up out of the cockpit 
wheI). I saw the Chinook coI!"..ing down. Part of the glass is tinted and there is 
a cross_ piece and that was blocking part of rrry vision and that is why at first 
I didn't see the Caribou. 

Q. What was the orientation of the Chinook_, was it head first or tail. first'! 
A. The time I saw it it looked tail low and. I know I had a hard 1:,ime figuring 

out what the tail was. There just wasn't anythlng sticking up· back there. 
Normally your pylons stick up back there.and this one completely level all 
al~ng the fuselage. 

Q. 

A. 

Reconstructing the scene would you say with relative assurance what was 
ndssing'? 
It. looked like to me that the aft part of the pylon was gone. I didn't reilly 
notice the blades at all but it seems to me that I didn't see those either, I 
can •t really be certain about that. The_ top part of the aircraft was level. 

. . 
-- -----~---~ ... -.. --.--=.....:~..i-':.:i_...J.._~,.:;._ ~ --
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.. -·~ ··- .. 
·Q. Did you notice specifically one pylon With the main rotor? ... 

. 

A. 

Q. 
.. A. 

I couldi:J.tt say that for sure, because when.it rolled over the silhouette 
I saw was not that of a Chinook. It just wasn't what normally looks like · 
a Chinook. ·, 

Did you hear a."'ly radio transmissions made by either aircraft'? 
I was on the left pattern. As soon as I saw the collision I called the 
west and told them that they had a collision.:; Evidently they ha.d gotten 
it too because the people were alr~ad\r on their way. I called the Army 

· ani told them that they had a midair._ 

· · .. Q._· · What did you observe of the flight pattern of the Caribou at any time'Z 
. ~. ·I.never observed the Caribou until after the collision. 

. . 
Q. What did you observe of his flight pattern after the collision'?' . 
A. It seemed to me that the aircraft was· at .a level altitude, because after I 

saw the Chinook I looked up and it 10oked like.there was nothing wrong with 
. the Caribou. It still looked like it was in a normal flight configuration. 
· Then it kinda veered off and went into ·i;he groi.md. 

Q. . ·Which way'( 
A~ :I.don't know which way it turned. 

Q. --You don't know which way it ttirned? . . 
A. No, I can't remember. I know the.aircraft went into a bank, nose low. 

·Q. You don't know if it banked to the le.ft or the right?· 
A. No ·sir. · 

- Q. Now we will ask you some questions dealing with traffic control towers. 
First, we understand that there are tvo control towers, one fo-,;- the east 
and one for the west, located in the same racility. 

·A. There is only one control tower, but there are two controllers that stand 
·· arm to arm. There ~e three people up there a B man Cl.Ild two A men. Your 

B man gets the Artillery and things like _this. 
- . .- ... ,.. lf. 

·- · ,."_Q. How many landing zones would each of these operat•rs control! -·--;,~ 
.A •. At Camp Evans I believe there is a to:t-3...of J"2 iri{the area. 'fuese are: _,_ -'~:~ 

. different helipads. These are ~~lit between the west side and the east s~4e.: {:~ 
. There are more on the west si~than the· ·east side. · · -_ ,-_ _ "---~_:,~.":~ 

. Q. Are those genera.lly to the east and we~t_.or 'the landing strip or. are ~~. :-~i~: 
all around it! > 

A. They are generally to the east and wea·t~ .because off of this end pf, the. run..:~:~'.'2 
way you run right o:ff the perimeter and. o·rr the other end yo'u &1_8o· go_ 'o_t"f< ·~-~'~:· 
the perimeter, within an eighth of a mile~ · ... ".,i _ _:::,::~'. 

I . . . . . - - ... - -~{.·· 
Q.· _Now for these forty two separate places Where the choppers ·c_an ~d, sub.:·~--~~)' 

· ~ - --~ +ho-rA soecif~c routes .~'-.entry and take off into and out; 9~- .'"';""~ 

. . -~-,. :- -~-2.:..:.. -· - -~ __ _.,_~ ...;.,.._~'.;~-~:--.. "::· _:\-.~~1 .. ;~:~~Jr±1: 
•• :::· ··,·. - • ·•· •i. •• :. . 

. . ·. . - · .. · :···::·:-___ ::· .. ..... :: .. 

.. ~c· 
:~ :· . 



.-:._; _Q!· I don't understand quite what you mean, is there a north and south "traffic :·,;~ 
. ·"' ---~/; , pattern ·for each one, is that what you said?t . ::\~:~ 
. ·:---~~--A:. - I Will show you a diagram if I may. ··. · ·•·· '· -~~ -~ ' ~-5'-F_or 'the record Captain Salaz:;-r has indicated that all traffic at Camp Evans for : ·--<>~:1;~ 
r- -~ .: : an· helipads is generally on.anted north and south with the exception of the ·V:U· ~:<'.~':ii 

.·1,~~-: _.~( ~d, which does have east an~ west traffic. · The pI'edominence of the helip~dB· ~t- <'. :~·-~ 
J .. "·:>_~¥~-·Evans are on the west side of the runway. ';['here are approximately 4?. heli- . '::'::_::.2~~c.)t. 
;1(~-jj:?:.rf~ with 20 plus to the west and 20 minus.~n the east. · : · · ;-~,;~:·:~!j 
~ - -: : -~-:. ... ' . . . ··. : : ·-~:;:.~~~ :i -. : -~ Q_~: :- Is that information correct'? · , : . , (,'i:_;.!~~ 
~.~--- ·_·:_-4·:;·_._~e.s, the information that Colonel Kennington gave out is correct as to.•the · ·.\.c_~:--~..,':_: 
;;;.l ~-~- ... ·:; :": : nuinber of helipads on Camp Evan8 and that most of them are on the west side · •::?·, 

r-:''::-~;~~:~h~ h::~~~~~~f :~:::fr~:=:~~f£~=t·- ~,, 
jJ' 
-~. 

~;··. 

1 - ·. 

.j 

l 
~-
' 

, -· or west traffic. Some people used different procedures, some people call -r-

~~~~e t;;;q~~:i~~~~~e~r~~=:~~~e:~:;' i:: :~yo:!; ~l~all ~~.h:~',f 
, .·:=e~!n~ ~~ :~~!s t:~f~~ ~~o s:~s~~~Ji~an~w~a:1:~ ::~~ ~d ~:c~:ot .. · ::,:\}~~-

They generally go arowtd the north end of the runway because tO the south at . _,,,._ 
the middle of the LZ or the south perimeter you have the di vision trai.irl.rig' <·/-ls 

.. ~t~:w ~~o~;:7 pi~: t:;s h::y a c:\.~:~eP_:e~h::~ns~::i~~:~:. .. :~.:~.~-~-,_~_;.·_i.~_.,~.--~-~-~-·.' 
·are reluctant to fly around that way. · _ ~ ~ 

. . .. . : ": ~~(ft~~ 

Q. There .is then a specific arrangement whereby the east operati?n .rumdles the .... _:··~,j~ 
fixed wing traffic plus helicopter traffic landing on those pads :to the east · .<r-5¥ 

;l - ';·A.·· Y~s sir. They can see the traffic almost all over the LZ, except when &: -~:~·?~,~ft..( 
L . man ~s about 25 feet int. 0 the. air going into. the POL because it is at a. slope:~~.;~_:#! __ "'·•. 
~. and into a gully. When the pilot is in he will say, "report for final 11 

'·' · · · · ·: ~~:~ 
They will generally say, "cleared to land :at pilots dis 9?'essionj" ~d\tgr.S><::;;g~~ 
that nobody else ca~s and says departl.lre from the POL request instructions_~· : .. -~';1, 

.. .,. 
In that case they will -r.ell them to hold. . - ·:: :::-,/;' 

' . . '.·: : ···~-.: ·' ~':~:'!:ti_ 

Q. · As .far as holding traffic out of your area, I don't know ii' you call- this : -~~'·'';.r~ 
·control area a:ound the_ field or your +an~ zone area, but traff:t,c.·~~ ~- _.:._-.·::;;;[~~ 
approaching this area, is there any instruct1.0ns that are publi~~ed,tba.t ~: :>t~ 
tell them how high they are suppose. to, be or where they are sUppose_ to : .• ' _, ~~-:;j~J-7' 
contact the tower7 · ·· .- , · · · . ' . · ·· _. :~ .':; ·. • ..:_:.- -~ · _- · ~~::;:ifi._!'.;;.;;s, .-:_;-

A. No sir. Other than that document that was somehow classi.fied/-there is. no · : :.~:;~:,: · 
way for a transit aircraft coming in. z.bst of them adjusting ·to::th:is base . .- :;i~'.'~~ .,~· 
adjust to helicopter frequencies and this sort of thing. · . . .. -· . · -·:,ii;~9if.,,-i;; 

' .~;:~ 
.. "'· >O: 

.·-~. -·· .. :.; . ;' ,.__.:;;,. 

~------~ -~-·~;'~~~~_'.::.::~-~-~~ ;}_gf;. :~·-» 
. :-····.·· ·--·-

. -.. - ·. > 
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-~"Q;~f~;y==t"}'P. :; ; ~-~,,., .. ~~.:.- ... .,..,,.._'"'io:.. ... --... · ... ··--~~r-:r.......,,..,.,,..,..,.,..,.. 
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~~? :9f.~~~~~1!~n~0~r:~~~ ~:~~ ~r;;~~\;~~~s ;!%;!~~~/~~:1:.;: _, 
·'f.. ' -itoake. off here as to how they should proceed out of the area? 
.t . • A, No sir, on ~ixed wing ~raffic, normally th~ tower will give them some sort··: ~·~::,(:e~~: 
., . of instructions depending on whether the pilot has asked for any or not. .· .. · _ .. : ._,_~:;:"-:;~:'. 
:~. ··.Helicopters in transient will call the tower and they 'will guide them out .-· ·~~·,;_:".: 
:i: ~ of here and give them trie best procedures to get out of Evans area. . .. ,;/;:) 

~4 , :· Q~; · The best procedure wi 1:.h other traffic or ground fire or what'? 
~·-.t · · · A. Artillery fire is given to them when they request it or when it looks like 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

',they are flying toward it. '!he tower will tell them that we have artillery 
fire goiJ1g in such and such an area. 

Is it accurate to sa;y that the fixed wing landing and departures sometimes 
. overlap the helicopter patterns! . 

They will overlap, but it depends what .the context of the word is, because 
a lot of the traffic is helicopters, but they are landing between the area 
from the ruI1way and a down wind leg of a fixed wing aircraft, because the 
helicopter traffic is in between there. It has to overlap. So I1m not 
sure what you are trying to get at. NormaJ.ly your helicopter is inside your 
fixed wing. He will generally be five to si.x hundred feet inside. 

That depends upon. ti.ow far from the field that the fixed wing air craft makes 
his down wind. You could have helicopter traffic taking off and ·1anding 
directzy beneath the flight path of the aircraft'2· 
Yes sir. Directly beneath the flight path, I mean the aircraft is on the 
ground and the fixed wing is on the east side of the runway he is going to 
be on the outside perimeter and all our traffic takes off from the inside 
of the perimeter. Their flight paths will be the same but the helicoi;>ter 
is going to break one way or the _other to get away. 

Q. You state in your air traffic control for Camp Evans that fixed wing air­
craft on take off will : limb straight out to a thousand feet· prior to turn 
out, again my question is; is this published anywhere else other than this 
document that you know of, is it sent out as a NOT.AM?' 

A. It was ~"out ta the distribution that is noted on the third or fourth 
page. other than those people I don't know who would have a copy 0£ this. 

Q. Is this instruction given to the pilot upon arrival or departure. -~~·-
A. 1t-J:!;~W.,~w, but. pd.or to the ·time·o.(.~~~ .. i.ti-.was not· .. ·given to-~e 

···fix~d.win8- pilots. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

A. 

What instructions if a::::i.y are there in the OOD Flip for Camp Evans? 
It is in the TACTICAL D~'IDRY. It shows the grading of the runways. 

.It shows you east and west traffic. Lcan 1t remember what else is on that 
page. I know that we are in the process of revising it. 

What I am trying to establish now ia whether there-·are··entries and or exits 
into the helipads and into the fixed Wing landings strip _that will cross. 
No, sir. Your traffic like I mentioned ·before, basically runs north ·and · 
south and that is the way that it is set up so I wouldn't say that they 
would cross. They may parallel to each other in most cases. The traffic 
will all be parallel to the runway. One helicopter will be going ·to his 
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way to avoid it? 
A. · In that instance and in that instance only. There are specific altitudes J 

Q. 

A. 

that they must fly 700 feet for the helicopter and a thousand for the 
. other and it says that the helic'ipters will cross on the outside of the 
perimeter. We are moving this out further and trying to establish a definite 
land mark so the pilot. can see, which will be the other side of railroad 
-tracks and the helicopter will not fly in closer than this when crossing the 
center line of the rur..way. 

At tile time of the accident did your pe(>ple exercise ari..y control of the heli­
copter traffic if they were beyond the :Pe~.-meter? 
If they were interferrir.g with the normal traffic pattern or other traffic 
coming in or departing a.'ld they hadn 1t called then they normall call them 
and see if they are going to make contact with Evar..s or not. 

Q. I 1m trying to establish a corrallary between Air Force and Arn\Y procedures. 
We have what we call a five mile traffic control, whereby anyone within a 
five mile rad:i.us of an airfield must have radio contact with it; what is 
it with the Army'? 

A. All of our ships call when they are four or five miles of Evans and they . 
. request landing ir.structions and we given them to them at that time. 

Q. Then it was ur..usal for the Chinook transiting not to have had contact with 
the Camp Evan Tower? 

A. Not specifically, a lot of people turn on their radio to moni tdk to get the 
·traffic pattern until he gets to where he feels he has entered the traffic 
pattern. 

Q. But he does not have to contact Evans facility five miles out or three miles 
out~ 

A. No sir. We do not have anything in writing to reflect that. This is taught 
in flight school as proper procedure. 

Q. If an air'Cr-aft being a fixed or rotary wing is traveling north, west, south 
or east say from Quang Irt to Hue out along the highway, is there anything 
written that makes it mandatory for them to contact Evans that they are -~ 
traveling along the high-way? 

A. M:Jst people, all of our- people listen in !or the Artillery fire until they 
get pretty close t0 Evans and know that they are clear of the Artillery 
fire. 

Q. Tr·avel.ing down Highway l n~rth or sout.h generally, how far is Highway 1 
from the center of this runway? 

A. The runway is about 29C-0 feet, it is better than that, it is better than 
one runway lenght from the railroad tracks to the rur..way. I would say 
about 3500 feet, 

Q. It is less than one Iltll.e and if I understand you correctly that it is no 
violati~n of local procedures for traffic to fly down this highway less 
than a mile from the !'l~Ma:y without. making some sort of contact with the 

. tower? 
A. I was measurir.g to the rail road tracks, and not to the highway. 

little closer. 
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·~ ~'.: Q~, ·Re could make this transit without contacting the tower'Z 
· A. He would contact the tower normally. 

·. ·, . Q. ~ · At·. what point would he? 
A~'' . Before he crossed the centerline. 

Q. ·If h.0 is on the Northeast side of the bigb.way'Z 
·A. When they cross the centerline, even ii' they are a mile out they would call. 

· · I can 1t. say a hundred percent of the cases, but as much flying as I have 
·done around here I can't recall any people who fly around here that haven't 
called when they are cross-ing the center lire to the north or south. 

Q •. 

A • 

Q. 

A. 

I am a little confu~ed as t,o your center line, which I am assuming to be an 
imaginary line extending north and south and the way that I view the general 
area the highway is east of that. 
Yes sir. The runway runs north, south and the highway runs no rt~ south­

. ~~ r. 

So we do have a case, the Chinook cti.d cross the center line without contacting 
Gamp Evans Tower'? 
I don't know what altitude he was flying at. 
they don:t normally call us. It is just like 
fly over it at above 2500 feet you don't have 

Q. · I just want to know if they are not required? 
A. No sir. They arB r..ot. 

Q. What you are sayir.g is tha-r. most of the local traffic that works this 
vicinity Wi.11 call the tower? 

. A. 

.-.:·::. 

,i~ 

~ :-.... : ~ ._- .... 
Maybe I 1rn reading into thi.s but wren any pilot has gone to any flight 
school and they fly this close to an airfield they are taught that they 
will make some so rt of a call if they a~ going to come within some distance .. . ·.. ~ <:'.·~; 
of the rimway. 

Q. · Where was the helicopter coming from'? · 
A. 'I'he Chinook, it was coming from Sharori or Betty. 

.Q •. 

A • 

.l-,:: .. -·-· .. .... :: ; .. :.~1- ~ 

· .. : ·1.·.>~"·:.- ~;·:"·~ ·: 
, ... :,..· ;·.-. ·.: 

-~';f{~~L -~.i~: · 

Is there any requirement f ~r a helicopter depar~ing 
zone proceeding to Camp Evans to call when crossing 
the Camp Evans runway? 
No sir. 

- -· ;:_"_._.__ -·; 

Sharon or Betty landing 
the north center line of 
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-~~~~f ~~ff ~f:~~~~;--~: :~~: - -- · r· 
~:t~~:~-~~ is· there an altitude box that determines this? 

A:.. Below two thousand feet. If he was crossing below two thousand feet he 
be at.six hundred feet below. 

-~Q. · If he was between six hundred and two thousand he normally should call? 
- ~ .~~- ~ Yes sir. 

- .. 

. { , 

I 
l. 

I 
' ... , 

i 
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Did you state before that the geographic point at which contact with the 
tower mu.st be made was the perimeter of the field or was it a fixed-distance 
from the field in all directions! · 
We have never established or said w.bSn a helicopter pilot will have to c.all 
the tower for landing instructions because it is like in the states or most 
places they use the five miles or some :fixed distance and they will call 

. tower. The runwa;y- runs north and south into the hills and the ocean. All 
of our traffic comes from the east and the west, except during the Ashu 
Valley operation and then we were f]S:i..ng over the mountains here. 

There being no further questions by a.rry member of the board the witness was -~ 
.excused and withdrew from the boardroom. 
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Headquarters Canpany S.~h.~ 
-~-- -~ 

. ·'" · '.Q •. What is your-:~4~ty. issignment? 
---.. ~\~i_:~~.'. =_·A~ . I 111I a radio.;;gpe[-_ator.~ Aircraft Control.er. . - - . ~· . - ·~ .- ~;~ :$~~~\~' :,.- -·~ ~ 

~·\->.~: Q.: How.about stating for us in general terms what you know of 
_ ·.· .-" • - . : .. that_ too~·place an the 3rd of October? . . _ '·);~~~ . ,.-: 

.. A~ . Prior, to· accident I was standing approximately in the middJ.e o:r- the runway- ,~:.;;,'i;;(t;.'1. 
'·:~--·or juat:if:little bit east of it, where I live and where OW.. radar band." -- :~:.iflf;}~~~ 

.. ·operate-a:. I saw the Cariboi.i depart runway 36 and because of the noise I -_t'?.7'f« 
stopped and watched him take off and make his turn. I turned 7"ar0imcf and · '-'..:~;!?l'-. 

- was involved in. a conversation and as it came around goind due east it ::_-'{:){~:. 
caught _my eye, ~gain and then I observed the Chinook earning northeast pro- · ··t~~~f: 
cee~ we~t-.. "t:§1tl1d· 'The Chinook a~eared to.~)>e. at a fairly qfgher altitude ·,:~'.:]?/,' 

. and in a gr.~41.l~l'~:-~~scent. The Caribou was headin{L southeast"'-at a lower .. ',;fr ._ 
altitude~;-~U!t~~pp~ed: that tpey:_-;w,~e: goµig to cOJ-1.ide and ~;-~i::~ed this. =-~·5f~;.': 
to the atterit:;;Qii/~qf. my friend. Up to the point of impact they had slight 
vertical. sep~:4§i;on arid just prior. to impact th.~ .~C~ibou _started a gradual . 
descending'lert:~turn. The Carib_~';lvhad impact .,::ti:e rear _~ec_~ion ~ ~e 
Chinook. · . · · ·-'"~~:.~i' _ _ -·;~~- .. _.r:: .• , >c, · ;~, ,__ >-_,_ : ; -. 

Q. Prior to impact it appeared thcit ":the Caribou started a .'.~ '-'l,~;t( . 
turn? "' · ·'' · : ·c " .. · · 

A. Asceµding turn. · ~~-- ~'!' ~~_-,:• 
-~::-~r~-':~· -

- . -·~ 

\2~t:~ 

' You say that the Hook appeared to be coming in from the northeast to. the 
southweSt'Z_ - ; _ 

A. Yes, sir. 

-.-.,.,_ 
•' .. ,\.:· .. . · .. 

. ~-.~ . ,':.. . - '-:.; ~ . -. .. . - -.. 

~ ~ ... ~~.:J:~{ 
··~ 

_·_·:~-t~~ 

r· ... ,,___ , . ~ ~- -~- " { ·,. 
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~~~~-~~--.: ~e--_-dti.~ook was slightly to the rear and above, so 
<-· ~ -- - the southeast he was to the left of the Caribou. 
'/~~-\A. Yes, ·sir. 
~ <!. 

if' you were 

the Car~bou was an a more easterly route than the 

, Other than the one ascending turn to the left were there any other 
deviations in the flight paths of either vehicle'Z 

A~· .. No, sir, the Chinook appeared. to be in a descending f lifllt and the 
Caribou was making his :i'igh_t break. It was just a nonnal take off. 
seemed to me that the Caribou did not have the Chinook in site and he 

. could not see him. I think he probably saw the Chinook about a half' 
second before impact. 

Could you tell, What part. of the Caribou. ·hit the Hook? 

It 

Q. 
A. No, sir, I couldn't. Mostly I was watching the Caribou. At first I 

thought he missed him and that they had more separation than I thought 

· \~lts 
.. ; .... ~- ,:i, 

, ,:: 
- ···-f1t•. 

they did. In a second I saw debris fly from the rear section of the .Dhiilbok -
and then .I knew there was impact. I didn't lmow what section of the-- Caribou 

·-~ ~~- :~ 

;~f 

' 

. .. : 

· had been hit. I know it was toward the front of the plane. 

... 
Q •. Could you tell what part of the Hook? 
A •. Yes, sir, the whole rear end was miss1Jlg. 

(There being no further1 question by any members of the board the witness was 
excused and withdrew from the boardroan.) 
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Q. You were ridir.g i.ri ti:e right seat CJr wei·s y.;'.l ±·i•-i:ng? 
A. I was driving the ver.:icl'3. 

Q. You were on Hiway l co:nir.g up a."'ld you wer·~ at;Ju.t a talf of ir.:..!.e south of 
were you saw it take place: 

A. A quarter of a mile to a 1-.al.f' of mil~. 

... :'Q. When you observed tt.em collide !"·ere they of'f to tte r·ight of the roc..d·? 
Yes, sir, they were. 

" 

A. 

~-
A. 

' ._Q. 
A . 

You -saw than just before they r.it"? 
Yes, sir. 

Could you tell a.nytr...ing at0u.t ti:e a:l.titude 0f the fixed i;.:,ir.~ airct'a.f't.·_' 
It seemed that, I'm not sure, but he wa3 taking off and e:lim"ti:ag. · 

. 'Q. Was he in a bank or wa'? J::e level'? 
A. Actually I don It Kr..o~' sir. When tt ... ey taka off they have to make a i- t·.:....T.. 

to cc:me back t:b.is way. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Did you see anytr.ing sep;arate from eitheI"· airp:.an1:::·? 
Yes, sir, the rotor was ju::>t flying trough tt.e air all i;. piece:3 .. 

Q. What about the Caricoti"? 
A. I think the wing was just bent. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Could you tell which rotor was falling oft ~£_the Cr.inezok? 
The rear one. 

Which portion of the Caribou came in contact ~th the Cr.inook? 
I believe it was the right Wing? 

'Q._ It was the right wing as you were looking at it.? 
A. Excuse me it was the left wing as I Wa.s looking at it. 
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. . A. 

Q. 
A• 

Q. .Were they going t0 t..11.e same direction or the opposi t-e d.irectio:i? 
A. . They were coming toward each other. 

Q. · Were they coming head on? 
. A~·. Yes, sir. 

Q. As ·they approached each other were they still in a head on position? 
I.. The chinook was off to the side. · I don't lmow if' -it dove down tmder .. i_t, 

but it seemed like it was at the side of the Caribou • 
.. 

Q •. Which side if you were facing forward on t.1ie Caribou? 
A~ . It would have been on the left side. .. ... ~ 

_ .. :~ . 
. ~· ··, . ;.. 

" . Q. You were driving on the road heading norht and r...ich. aircrai"t was· cOOiing 
toward you and which aircraft was heading along tr..e same direction ·as.nu. 
were? :. - - .· 

.... •. I 

A. The Chinook was goL"'lg acroas the road ar.d the Caribou was going ttis way. 
The road goea straight a.head · a.."1d then the road has a bend in 1 t. 

Q. Assuming that you were heading due P..orth which directivn was the Carib® 
heading? 

·A. It was heading east across the road • 

. Q. Which way was the Chinook going? 
A. It was going west acrosa the road. 

· Q. They were both on the right side of the road? 
A.. Yes, sir. 

~:~-:;--- ------------ ---- ·.· 
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·A. 

Q. 

. A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

-·. 
~ ..... 

·: ~·'!\1'·~.:::~~;-··· 
-._, .···.,_- ..... <t.!"'.-'.. 

-~ 

Prior to the collision were you able to observe tte flight c..t' the air­
craft~· Sufficiently to determine if they had just al te:red directi~n2 or 
we£e they in the same general flight pattern? 
I remember· we were riding and diacussing something ar..d I scrw the two 
aircraft just as· they were meeting _each other and ready to collide. At 
that ti.me I slewed tb.e vehicle down and tried not to go a".'!)"-where near it. 

Roughly t:ow man;-y· ir..in-.... tes were you observir.g the ai:rc:-a.::t in flight cef::ire 
impact? 
I would say :en er fiiteer. second!:, air • 

During that. ti:ne tt.at y-Ju ob3erved them ttey ct.:a. r:::;t; d.2.tai· c:::t...r.=e? 
It seemed tt.at ,,.;a:rJ .::i.r. 

Which part of t"r~e Ca!'i.bou came in contact wit:~ t::e Gr..!l::iGi<< 
The rear rotor of the Cb.i.L.ook came in .c;;;nta~-:·wi tr. th.e 13.f:t w:r.5 ef tl::e 
Caribou • 

Q. Did you notice tee dair.age done to the -wing? 
A. It looked as th~l:gr. it was bent b-;,,;.t it r.;.adr. 1 t ccmpletely ~JI!le off. 

. Q. Did you hear any E.:;-•..:r..ds? 
A. We didn't hear a:n.y so-unds because it Wa,:;; qilitB noiaey. 

Q. Wnat exactly happer_ed to the Caribou. ~ter impact? 
A. It circled back toward the road. and then crashed. 

Q. How aboi.<t tte CLin:-:~,:? 
A. It went into a sl<Y' spin, and I think the fr.Jr:t ::·.Jt.::· ·;.;ad still g:;i.ng. 

Q. Was this a staigr~t and level deseer:t? 
A. The rear er..d wa3 lcwer. It was spinir.g ar·0ur_d and a.= ~~x.r.. as it hit it 

burst into flame:: • 

., .... ; 

-~·-·· 

.. 
. ~ 

.> ~: ~:a~: !~:v~~ ~~:yr~~tw~~~= !; .. ~: ~~!~g;~l\~~ fell ab~ut two br.dl-ed yardl~ 
. Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

o£f the left ta.z\d side of tte road. 

Go over the patte=-=i of the Caribou once again plaase? 
It glided ar01.u:d &..fter it hit the _Chinook a..Tl.d it cra:i~ed abm:t f0or. of 
five hundred yard.5 fr,Jm the Chinook.- - · 

Did you see !i.t gc :io-wn? 
I saw it go down 1.:ut I didn't see the final impact. 

You say on contac-:. the rear rotor on t:r..g _ Chir~ook di2~t.agratedr 
Yes, sir, pieces were flying everiWhere .' .· 

Did you see any of the pieces make·_cantact with the CarlbouV 
The rear rotor hit, the left wing. - .- _ 

~-· 

- :·. •. 
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~. ~, -~r:lf!'~;!!;.-?J!'!.; :~:i.~.'.~_:.r_~~-:;_22_ ..... _.,;F_-.~:.~_._-~: . __ · .. ~.r~. --~-·.·-:_--".·~-w.;;···O!-~.:_ -_.:r_:_._·_; __ ·.A._:~·?_.;-.:~·:~_ •. --.-_-_-.-__ :_:_:.·.:.-.~~;_'_;_-.:: __ .·_.· __ .·.~_-_-::_:_~---._~.·--.·_._,•: .. ~.-f .. -: ... _:_,··.·._~,~=~:·:_ .. -_··-~_,~_.--"~•~.~,:_,•··_I··_·_·_:_~ __ ·-.. ·.-~.·-_.· 
!•- .. :#J~$_~'f_f~:':t;.'.', \ ' _- 1~- - - - ' ---' , I - .- ___ • :;: 

•0 :§.~~:~~y_Q.· ~wh..en you said the Chopper was moving to ·the west and when you were loo~- · -· ,,..~iki 
:"'; · ... ' · .. at· it, thatwould be fmm your right to your left. · ::f;2J 

r'}'-·-~ -_A. - It. •eemed to me that the Chinook was moving from nry left to my right. "I!l~f 

1~~~::0:--/ 
., 

J. 
.. ~ 
' 

Q. The Chinook was? · ;·;";.; 
. ~~--.;·..._.' 

A. Yes, sir, the Chinook was going to the right side o:f the road. The Caribou-_ <-~·~1:·· 
-· seemed like it was coming fran the right side of the road~ 

Q.. This was at impact? 
A. No, this was just before impact. 

· Q. You said sanething about after impact it went from the right side to the 
left side? 

A. Yes, sir • 

Q. -Were y<;1)l 1at that portiQn of the road that bends out and comes back? 
A Yes~ sir, lie still.had another bend to go before we got there and that is 

why I say that my judgement could be a little bit off. 

Q. 
A. 

If we had a map of the area could you show t:.s you exa.\!t position? 
Yes, sir. 

·.-r.et the record indicate here that Wilson has indicated that he had crossed t!-.:e 
railroad tracks that rtm perpendicular to the Hiway and they were approaching 
a hill along Hi.way 1. Along this road the road heada generally north north­
west. 

·-·· ... 
Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Which way was the Chinook helicopter coming_? 
He was heading toward it, but no directly toward it. 
be on this side of tl}e road. After they collided the 
exploded :immediatelJ'. 

On your left side of the road? , 

They both seemed to 
Chinook fell and 

-~ . 
. . . . ~ ~·,1i~ 

.·,... 
; ·: 

-Q. 

Yes, sir. The caribou glided around and then .it fell maybe· four or five 
hundred yards north cf where the Chinook fell? 

That is also on your left side? 
Yes,. sir. 

--71 
Q. 

:·.: .~ ~·~~~,. 

Is it possible that they were both heading in the same general direqtion or: ··1~~ 
are you sure that they were coming together this way or could they have . s'.~f;·~! 
been going in the same general direction like this on a close angle collis- -<'J 
ion? 

A. _ Sir, it is possible. There were other aircraft in the sky at the same 
time but vhat I think I saw that they were heading toward each other •. · · 

(There being no further questions by- &cy·members 
excused and Withdrew fran the boardroaa.) _' 
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, . . . .J•1''f< , . : '."'.· •... ~ .. "'~·;~~~;:'xe~--·. ,'.·. :;r::;;::~;~,.,~, 
~·:· ,;:-r"-:;,;. :.:. :·,ro:i.et,, .Medical Section~ C~ E~s,t . .,._~~-µc of Vi.etnam, was called as a -· ·-.'~, 

t!JJ~ j.~t~sf· ~as· ~~m and testified as follows: ._: · . _ ·.·~ 

v.~~;:~:.~~-".'~~~-·yo~ first give us a gene::-al stat~nt:·~s to what you saw w-it.h :-efer~nc~)r~~'."-"~-~-
t - -·- to the accident that took place on the 3rd of October? ~._ ...... : .. _:,-r:;s 
L-.:{---- A. · We' were coming back from MEOCAF ~eading .south. We were :headirig down the - · · __ '.-.: .. _\;,{.~~ 
((~~ _: · -- road at approximatAly the second rise. -r· was sitting_ next to the driver _ •c··: 
i;>: (.:-: ~ . and 11! is a big ambulance so I can see all the aircraft in the air •. · I could ,, ,> '.)'!J,; 
;">;::.:~..:':·.':: see these two were"going to hit .. -They vere both on the 'ls.ft hand side of~ - : .-7>~::· 
J:·~:~;.;-~'.;'.>:'.·" ..... the_:road, the Caribou a."1.d the Ghin({ok •. - ·::rr they had..--i't of colli.ded:;~~e ·. <;_ · .. ·-.-,,r.7!~~1. 
f-·~ .. :~::--· <:~:·:Cllinook .. woi.lld ... have passed over the roa!;!. ;,-: · __ .;;·.£:;: 
~ .. _. . .·;, ... : .· ~ .... :: ... ,.- .. ::. . ' ·: "".·::;.:.·. · .. : . -- .... , ':·~.·.~.·.'!._~:. '·! :. .. .:.-·· .. : ... _ .. i -•,· .. Q~ · ; . Us~ the map here will you please poi!lt ~ut your lo cat.ion! "' - ,y:;~~~~r 
I~'. · ·A. _ This .is the road and I was here. · ·· ~-- \£;~., ·.1: 

'.~ · -_i: ~;~!e~~:l;.g t~k;e~~~~ ~g~~/=~~no~f c!~i:~n ~~~;a~;e like this .}~~~ 
. ·~. arid the :r-ear rotor struck the wir.g or "the ~us.tladge of t.t.e ai::-:r-a:'t. ,-~; ,·s::S 
.. : ~ --· 
-~:~ .# ._ ~.Q. •. · At the time of impact tt~e helicopter-.h:ad change·:i dire-·~ti.cn abou.t 90 iegreesi :~~:-·( 

• .. :. ~;_;.\;;tt~~~~~~~,;~~n he went lik. · ~ .. ~:_,ih:i.s and ther: t.hey were both he~.J!ir~·· .. ,I:~''~ ~ - . '· - : . 'in the same general direction. I di.dn •-t not.ice the change but I just: ::f::,. t:-~~~Yt 
~ . l~oked up and he had changed po.si~ioi:i~ .. - 'lhen t~ey were both on ,t.ri: riglit.·:---.. ::\ .. ~.'.,_,,::.·.:f.~~.~.-
. :- ·side of the road. After the collision the· C:anbou carr..e arcULd this way arY1·2;-;>~ .. /A;~ 
· the Chinook just came down like this~ ·'"' · · , · · .: · ·< ~-:~:~~, 

~;~ ,_'' .· ·; -. '\ 
Q. ~~J~~ hands what was the relative orientation or position 'of the ·we · ~ ... }~· 

. .. A~ , 'lhl.s .is the rotor and this is the wing. Nmi ·the Ch-1.nook came in like this · .·;::~ 
and hit the wing. It didn 1 t. really hit the end of the wing but it w--as · ":i .. ".-.~-?.'.~:.-
-about in the middle of the wl....r~g. Then the rotor just wer..t a.11 over the · ·-

-: . ;t;,::; 
place. ··-?2 

· Q. Was it the left wiJlg of.' the aircr·aft? 
A. Yes, sir, it was the left Wing of the aircraft. 

· · - ; -Q. . Could you tell at the exact moment of impact whether tt.e Ca.r1.bou had 

,_ "~~~. 
;:z~, "• . 
"Ir • .... 

• ~;,~:~~ 
- . 
- .. 
~-

banked slightly or did i-t. look like he was goL--ig straight. ~ead?' 
A. He was climbing . 

Q; Was he climbing straight ahead! 
A. · Yes, sir. 

Q. . Just at the time of i.-npact did you notice· any manuev&r on the pat't of · .. ·. :.;·,::.~.-.:~-~.·;.!~s.-,·~.'-~ .. ·~ 
·either the part of the Caribou .or the Chinook:T: . -::--

Q. 
·~ A. 

.None· whatsoever.. · "'k 

Was the Chinook on a straight and leVel ·flightr '.?-~~: 
It seemed like t.he fror..t of the Chinook_ was· higher·. I don't lclow i.f 'this- is~ '. ~­
nomal £1ying or not. I have been· 1ooki.ilg at t.te:m sir.:.~e then t.o trj' ·a:!d . , ; .•. : .. ,z.;E 
de~ermine if this was a straight ar.d level fligt~t or whether· it was as~eridfug ~~­
desce:ndir.g and I just don't know-. It seemed like he wa3 ·op. like "this a."1.d his· . ..;:~ 
front rotor was. ~ghe!" than the tail. 

\· ... 

. -~' 



. ,,P;', ,-,,;,~,..,-;_-~;· ~""1,t:~r . . : :\~~_lf JJ~_?_i_~_.~_i_~--~-
~~~ · '~t!{:~~:£~E~1- .. -• :'J:._'.·ii'!'p:t:c, G . . ·, 

.:,~,A,~··We· fuidriit 'crossed the railroad t:-acks. and. I told 1'...i.Ir. to .b.ux·ry 1:p ~'ld get up . 

. ==--~,.. .. ~~-~·. :·.·•"-: • " . ;-
·W.'5'~ there·.in case someone was still alive. I don't 'really re!r..ember i:f we crossed 

_}~r~r:,the.'}ai_lroad tracks O!' not because there. is a· rise he:·e a::!.d the second rise· 
f::.._":::':= -:: is. here. · We must have crossed the tracks. We we::-e rig!:-:- ha...roe just be-tween 
·~t:_:,:;:,;~~J.:-the .rail.road tracks and the ro·ad. We came this x-ay a:-.. d twned lLlce· this. 
~·:.ii>:_.:_~~~~f~;~.. ' 
,-~-'t.-iR":.::,;,Wh~ cli,d the t~,o a.ir·~raft coJl i de'l 
:-Si:~£;;:;Right here sir:-
3~~..._:~~~;'.(.~A- . . ' . 
::;::;..Te.t<.the·record reflect that Foley has :i..ndi,.cated that the t-,.,.o aircraft collided 
'·h·_~t·?~!j)~tiori approximately 1500 to .1800 meters nortm.·eat of r.J.s location between 

)t:dt.-i and'the railroad which pa.."TTells the higlIW'ey-. 
-·.~.~:':-~~~~~~.ti~~··~.~..... . 
· · · .q~J:;·I.fow long r..a:d you been observing the two ai::-crai't before the colllsior..'Z 
· .. _· 4~:. 0 .APJ>roXi.m.a.tely ter.., fift6en or twer.ty second.a rr.aybe. It couldn 1t have been 
' !_,- _ / .more than a couple of minutes . · 
-~. . ;;~~·: . 

. . . -~ ·.,.._~:· .. ':..,. 

Q~"· .:Aa you Viewed these air~ra.ft L"l the pri.or seco:::.ds to tr.e er-a.sh, I i.e·jl 1 try 
· .' _: and reconst!"Uct this and I wa:c~t you to correct me if I ~.istake ar:y+.;h.ir.g. 

- · ·· ·The: Caribou was coming ir. t.he same gen.e::al :iirectior: and was on the rig.."1.t 
· ·. ~ -,.~h~"d side going thi3 way, It had to be goi:".:g this ;ray L--i orde .r t.o strike 

:- ~th~ Caribou in the le.!'t wing 'li.'"i.th the rear rotor. The Caribou had to be 
7

• • somewher~ to the right side of the· 9.~ook.. Where t.hey goir..g like this'2 
' A:· ·~Yea· sir. · 
•• .: ... < -:'"·-:-~-, 

'.: Q~ '.:W-~re they at the ame level whei: you first observed the tw"o a.:1.rc~C4.ft. or "'-·a3 
one lower or higher and did they r·emain i.i. ge!:e=--.<lly the same alti. tude"C 

(.,:A. \Y_es, sir, generally the sal!le altitude • 
...... . - -

.-_Q.: Once again trying to summarize what you said, th€1"e was 
, .· . · .. change in the flight path cf either aircraft!" 

< :i~ ~jJo;. sir. 
- ... '.(• : .· 

r..o last i:..'lstar.ce 

Q~: ··one final question, d!.d you ~se the disti:tigratioL of a::zy- par·t af ari.:y 
: aircraf t'l _ 

A.. ·!bet of the rear rotor and possi9ly part of• the fuselage, 
~-·· . 
:- ·,t· 

Q. / No:·:d.~~bt;~.ir1 your mind that the 
~- :·.'of the Chil:.ook? 

A~·· That is what I saw, sir. 

Caribou came in contact with the r-e3.r rotor 

There being no further questior.s by t.te boardmembers tl:e l-.r:.tr.:.ess was eJ<_ct:.sed 
. and withdrew .from the Boardr-oom. 
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~llll-... llil!l-.. ll!l""llli!!""'~S"~·-,,....,. - ·- - .. -

.. kitc1?.!1:. J.;~~~~~~~~ . . . .. . _,. _ c · -~~~~J~~r~:;+:;i 
r::)~::;;:sp~.c~li~. 4 Daniel J. Jr.grer~'Tl, 184th ~halJical Pa~-0n, 1st Dirls-icn: :wis-'eati.~d).1 
~,·~~,,:.w.;;~es~, was sworn ar.d teatiJ'ied as 1'.<>llmre: . ' !c ''\~;:}ft < 

~·:::;i:~:: ~ /_: ~; : ~h~fr:e were you and ;;hat ~apper,.ed wh~n. yo;i s~w tr.e- a.:-c~der:t? . _ >-?:<~:~::-:~--~··.P,:: 
~~ ' . ._;_.,A-. - I was on bt:.."lker 20 :r.e&.I' the gr-een 1~ settir.g ~ ITT'J .:·ield gea:::- and I J'\lS:t;~_:. .. · 

-~· _;· happened ta lcok up :.:i tt.at. general dL-ectio::. J."he:-E; ':he cwo planes 4e~. '"'"-_:-_,;·~.~~ti#-~-
, --~ ·, . --- 'Ille first thing : saw, it SPt:>:"".~d tt .. a-i:.- the Car-ibou, his lei t wi!':'.g hit tt:e 11 -~,~~·~,i}i~:.:"'-: 
··{·-~ ·,... r~ar.rytor assembly of the Cr..i:-:ook. ~s-was the :i~·3t tiill:g ~-sai<~ •. '_~· ·-_-~.:}tKif}~ 

• ••. __ :,:,_: ___ ::,.,,,_ .. ~_· •. ~_~:_·.· •• _· .• :.._.:~-~::·_~_.:_·:·.-.~-·-~--.-.•. -.·_ .• ·_< • ~- :: '::i_ ~·~h!h~.:~P~~~;·:.~rin:;<::;~ d~s t~~;;te ~ I~1r~a:,,~~ /~~~k~ct \~ ' 
_ _ _ . · , like the rear assembly of the Cr...inook: was all tore off. The Ch:ir.ook went .-y 

··to the ground ar.d it looked like the -Caribou was going to be all right··.;\;.· 

'q. :;~:~::::t :~: :::~:::::~;" w~t sio:;~. ~·~~ to tho · g~~d. He .· < ·.···_'_ •. ·_·.~.:~_;_~-~.:~ .. :::_ .. ~,.-.. _:_•_,_·,·.:_J.·_,·'· 

.A.c: Yes,_ it made a slo'!.1. roll to the righ~. . .-:. _ 
.\• ,. ·-·· 

~,:·. ·.·· 
.. , . Q. · What altitude would. ycu .3a;/ :::.e Cari.boi.;. was :.l.yi..r,g: .. . 

, A· · That .would be rough to estimate .fr-om 1:!:e g~o·:.r.:d..si b"...it I -_1:0-.;ld say a·,:Y.\'t.i~n:i~. ·· .. _. .. . 

fr Q~· :r:r t::::~:o:0::~:::~:~:·est1=t~ they •e=e? , ' :,?~ 
;:.~ : A. ··-~PP:t-Qximately a mile, . ._;;~~§{ 

'.i:J. AQ.: Hiot·~1.·rar is thi1 4sbphio~i."t;dl.~~ you.~e::."e a+t~!'::'Ore •_,h$ ai:- ~t~p?gr"'c.n , .. :-.··e··--~~d-~: •• ·I.· _·~._.:·.-~_ .. ·.· . .,···:,·.~.~·.·~~··.~ .. '. ~ • . · s direct~y e n rt on t-r:e sY.::. .... :,,ea.3t.1?:~ -+;ip :::! t 1!6 """' "' --~ . ::~~ c; ' was on top of a bunke!' whic~1 g;.·.re rr:.e a •bE-ttE-:· 't-i.F.!-~p + •. :..a:-. s:>:r:-e pe1lE"~ . .. -.-~~·;j] 
.. Q. Where is this bunker 20?. . . . ~. ,. ; r; ~;:~ 

: :: :o:::v:o:t.:: :.t:~:::::·:lp::L~: ::k::: :e~aW tB~~·<'..;:~ 
·~ .. \J~.:. ' 

·.• 
- ·--· l · A. :::~~~\~h~.c~~~.:'.g"!~e~a~~~~c iii~~~.;~,.;. ":1' ~;. ~=~~n;he;:\,. ~\~ 

-~ :. Q •.. Did they bot.h appear t~ be .tearu:..g :...--: the sa.T:.e direct:.on'Z' ··.· .. 2.-.=_:_ ... ·_:_-:_._._:_•~. ,~J,. A' ~ i .. .. 
<i ._~.:· · • .·" es, s r. ,,_., ,'--:-«· 

-~,~ ' · · · Q~'< It appeared to you that ~e :-ear r-o tor n:ade . C':.•ritact With tne lefttvi~~~~,>}·;-:~-~~" 
{"'.< '. ,,A •. ·. Yes, sir' wi. th the lef:. wir>..:g of' the c.a..~bou. I do::. I~ i.:r.v ;.;· 

rotor or part of the assembly, · 

The helicopter must l!a.7e be.e:i ahead 'of t..'1..:i 
>-. 

.j·ar.:.:.:o·.:.? 
Yes, sir. - :><: " 



rJ_:: -:.(Q'; :Yfuich portion of the·w:if~g? ·. --~.-. 
; : .... · · :A. -~ . ~out three quarters 01 the way out on the 'Wing. .. ,_ . · 
~-c·:_,.·:~'-\>·-:_ .... ··.. ,,. -~ __ :)·.:Y 
~ ~ -~ . Q·; ;}Were. you close enough to hear the soUI!d7 "· <:~~~~~? 
~ .... · A:.·:rreall:y can't say, I don't think I heard too much sound~ '.,-_._ .--,~~~.,.jij~ 

~~-:~>::~~~/-ri;n·, impact what movement did the. helicopter go into? L • ' . . • • > -~ • ~:-~~~~ 
;:_:;-··: .·· .. ~-.A~:;_.:;lti' I said there was debris from the .z<>tor assembly and after -that the . _ . ;:;;~:t!<, 
· ·, ·,._ · .. ::,;·~:.>::Cliinook started to sprial to ·the ground 8.nd I was watching._that; It· · ~.. :_:)r:~J~_'i[_;t~ 
)!t::·'·~\~~-.' ·did appear that a big portion of the assembly- did come off •. · _, :--1/t. 
z;:=: ·' . ·,Q~ ~ When you say ~ big port ion would you say all the blade1 .. <·~, ?~ 

,,,.:~;; [~;;e~~~t:;;;;~o~~ :; :~~;:;.::~u~~ vbatever ~U 8 :-211 

.···-~~·.·~~-~.: .. _·.·-~,·.·.·,.,,_·_,_~.'.·~.,,·_::···.·.·_ .. ' ........ :···;·:_-.•.·.,··.~._._·.A·Q·. ·.~.· :~e;.,!h;:.~~~=i~~=~i~::" J::~~{'~~ "!~r~~i,~ n~O:"::r ~ ~ ~f ... S' 
.,.: . down or bow did u, fall! · . ; ...... ~ ·:-.=.:;;;~if 

It more or less spria~-led straight dawn. I was standing at an arig.le btit~~=:·.: .. :,~)~~~ 
~,-:·~ it appeared to come s-:,raight down. . .. • ·. :,>~~ 

.... · 1 .:~-~-~-~~:.:-~:~· ·, :~·~-~ .. • ·~;.:~;~!';:J. 
Q. In connection With the Ca:...""ibou, after impact you 3aid that it cont~u.ed. :·'· ·<~·[::~ 

· ~.· to £J:y for a while as if it was going to be all right, did you see· a:r:y :< ·: :;: . .: ~f{,;; 
· damage on the Caribou'?' · · · -: :~-~-~--·~;;}./:; 

· • · A~ t was to engrossed L'1. the Chinook go~"lg down and I didn't notice a;ey-. ~:; . .,/.2?~:W,,~l 
, •. actual damage to the Caribou. It BeeDled to be continuing in its: oo~-.~:[tZ~~~~S~ 

flight pattern. . . . . . . .. " , :: · ... J;;{r~~~~£i, -~ 
,-~: -·~~~·:~'t notice ar..7 portion being gouged out of the Caribo~· ·.:, .. ;: .·.:_·::~,·:i:~~Fil 

; . \ . :·_ :~-~- -~~- · .. -/·--·<. ;~--.:-~~::e~~;; 
... Q.· 

A. 

The Chinook went straight down as 
Caribou continued on its pattern'? 
Yes, sir. 

far as you could tell and tl18n :~:':.:;'.;':·;t3'2:l:f 

. ' ~ .>,· ,:J~l 
--:~~--·- --- . ---~---:-~"-":·:~': :_:_.~·~ --~};£t"4 ·-~ 

. -_- ~--": . 



. -: =--:. 
: ,. ~i);'·.:. :·;:··~~~~:--st n,.;~~1'.N'"-"\~ . -~ ~. _- 't.'1 ~ • • ·~~ • .-... ·.~~ .. :~. il-f~ . . . : . .· 

. 'r'J.'<';f..,..•H· '·'~t~.:·'"°' j;i-.~{}'M':":,,,.~,":\~"""i;l ~. "'~-::.; ·"':'-""---~";_.,,..,1.~, 

l ·... . "il '"5'.' •.. "-, --- i{d ;~~f ,, f(f{"~'·<(: '?r C';'.·~, ·~1l~":LJ;. ~::-:. 
·• ~-- .,,;;.t_. , .. , . :,to;~the. nght, goi!'...g straight. a.fie.~~-: or wha::r... , - _, ;~::):·~·'-~~;~ ::..:,'h, 

-~}$"'gt'"f(~!it.~ ... ~.§.s:t¥-ght I would say for ~e~!;ve s-~.cor.d.S, 8r..d as I s~di;hf~-!}~~:~1i,5?itt: 
~;;:~hizl.dO~:-had already hit· the grouna. be.fore:.,tte:;Garibou-went :.r:.to-:its tum:.~ i<':_y"· 

~~iiC?~~~!«~·~Fr~ ... ;:.:.:--.:_ ·. · - .··~--. · · -~- ·- .-.... :-~· .. ,~··!;~f:?'l.?.~\~ 
~~-~~~'.t~ft~:Cartbou seemed to :J.y in a s-traight_level and by the tme'th~"~,:./~iY::;1,f 
~r~J:~~fchi:DOok bit the ground the Ca...""ibou. atartecL:into its roll to the r'.ight't'·::·:<'~::<:>..:.• 
' '- .•. :!! ........ ~ ... ~· .. •t ••. •. . . . • . 'I.. " ... • • • • • • ~ ... -~ ~ ~ - '• 

.-_:·~·~L:A:~Ff~esf!·~r. It just rolled over tr: the right :ar.id· started tow~d the-·gr.o.wr3;;-~-: ·· :;::: ; 
:t,~~d;~~·-~:..... .- ...... -- .- .· . ·~..:..:..··,,..~ ....... _,.-· 

~-:r~t:!:,~!f#..~ ~e conclusion t~t he was_· J~t-t~~ ~und_ to. see_ ~_a~-·~~~~ ;,, .. ,.:.'.7i:.~:L_. 
_i:'~~fl~~9been done to the Chinook ~d he. JUS~.,~V:!E!~ p~ed ou"t; o~- his.:'~Y.e•'~~:~:;.:-_~·::~:~:: 
·'~~,.~~~'l'~t toward the ground and nc•rer pulled p~.~;·· 'll".u..s was my c:n:clusion 1:Jlat::;he .. ~.:~, 
?.~~i;:,~:'ji~..'.;turinng around it looked 'like a rei1Ji1CY.(: ::-:·il. - ·· · > '·' :-- -- - -

~Q~~~~!~ no violent moveme«tJn cOmect~n~th the C~-ib~? • .· "',.;: 

:>:-_ ::Q>~(:J'buld you for the record iP...di.cate to us:l!.tat your speci . .fic. job is'? . . _. ,. .... 
· <·~·_A:~- "·r~work with the ChemiGal Platoon ar .. d my, job is "Worid.r.g W:..th the sniff er ~ ' · · -·'.: -. · i 

.--.= .. ·;·:team· .. I work with a deV:.ce tha~ pL::k~ ·up ~b.:1..r.lies. SCe!:t from a che."1li1:a1. ·.· ··:::·2~;~~: 

.... ·.:.:,. ir.. his sweat. I ta Ye besn. wor:-Kir ... g w!;:,l: this fer abcllt· tne last four ~ont:hs. · < · :·J::. . 

-:-y;~~::;\~";-~ participat~ in reg"<lar ae~al flights and he\\· many hours have you · -'q~n~~f:~ 
:_::~;/t~E~~-ncim~ :· · · 
; <,'A.;·~~ .. I ':woutd ·sa:y that I have about 45 hours,-.- sir •. 

;~ '. .. ~Aq.5~~!.~li~id,H. o~ airplanes do you fly in(~~-~ ·/ 
-·> :, • ·~. :· ... .....,.··in mes. 

. -... -~ ... : .. · ·.·.; 
,·".:;-

.. - ~ - : 

:-·-~-.:_<~-_·" .. -~.~ ... ,.; .. --.. ···-:.. - ._-.:; ... -,,:· 

c:• __ Q .•. p~~tlng.ba~k to the Caribou wher:. it sta~ed i~s tum.back and it:f!·:nose:~~:~· :~,~~--,,.. ._.: 
'.c; .• ;,; · ·_ :9Pwn., did it ever appear that he w-as div.i:.ng at.eeply into the gro'W'ld or _ :."··~~-

.~~·(,;~.{'.~t~~s:~: ~P::;e~~~~ !~r~~ !li~~~i)~~r just sta~in& to· pill·· .. _.: · . .,: .. ,~~f~ 
'--~,~;;::;:·;::·. '.::ofrt. arid then he went into a dive. · Y:iu could tell tr.at he wasn:ft 'go:ir,_g to.·· . 

• :. -pull out of if then. At !"ist it did aJ;pear that he w~uld be·- a~ie-~tc• p~·, :.·.;· ~)~f 
~ '.·oiit~ · · · ·. · ' . ~; ... : ~-:iE 

····· . . ~ - - .· 

'· Q .... .AS he was diving down to~..rd ~he g::'.'Our.:.d cofil.d -y')U 

.. :,-- ' , : .level or did he haye one 11.'"'i:-~ d.O'ii'L'Z 

' ;.·.; .. ':' r believe that he w~~'lt .straight dO".tT.. - .. 
';. • ~ , 'r ' . :. •• ,. · ·1 • 

' ... '.. . ~ :· . -~ -~ .. 

· : .·Q. ' What was ·the weather like on th.at day? 
,. ~.">A~··.- It was hot ahd humid just like it is now. 

~-· _: 

~ell il his w~·.:~e!--e 
~ . . 

·.., -- . .,.;_ 

:. ' 

. >'-~:~\Q. : !las it clear'?' _ -~· · -·. ~.::.·c 
· :;. :. '· .:'A~ - . tbs, sir. --····.··· -~ .. >.~ __ .c',' --~·;; •• ~.'~.:~·~ ~ ~·, : .' i!·<~ -' . . .· .. ! . . - . 

. -,;'.:.:~::q~- CoUld I assu:rr:e correctly that ~u 'Ner-e Within a mile of the accident sci)n~i.,·:~?-· 
· i·./::'~; A:.' :Yes, sir, I belisve it wa3 witf>..in a mile. - There was rise beween~~li, ·:. ;~<';{~-

·. ·: .. and the accident and it appeared :.o be over ·the rise a good 'ilays o~t; .bri:t..i'::_:-~.:t~~ 
.·. _;,.. ,. as_ I got over the ~se it was a lot cl~ser tl:.an I expected. .- '.·-"~~ )>5 
· .;<' <oQ~ - ·&th the aircraft and the chopper were heacir.g in the same direction?,_ 

'. :, -: : ~·~~.A •.. ·Yes, sir. In the same di.rectioz:. 

' -, · ·~ Q~ Were you able 
: ~ .. ·A.- .From. my angle 

.· 
to note ar:;J devis.L;..or~. say ever• ten or fifteen ctegrees1-: 
that ·..rould be impossib-le, sir. 

I 
I 
i 

I 

I 



.. . •' •'"- _.,:/j;/i/f£f_:~~{S~ff'"';'C:;,f:~'ftJ:, ?i~~::~;:I 
:.~,=~!~-Qi·'~':A:s ·:raz.:as j;he Caribou was concerned at I!O time 

' ';_.~ ... / .- .;.,' .. _·ai;1·0· ta-· notice arzy- damage to the Caribou! 
/!:i0::.'A~~ .· ·I: .:ocrt:ic.ed no darn.age at all, . :.;:.:~. ~ -.~ - . ~·-· 

;: . ~- =- - ,. ' 

... - _;. 

from your position were)1ou': 

. , There being no further questions by any meir~ers· of the beard the w1:~ness w-:..s 
< ··". > exceused and withdrew from the boardroom. 
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