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ARP01 Q3 FEB 86 01 (U) AT D100 HOURS 2 DECEMBER 1966 SFC WILLIE E, S$TARK, PATROL LEADER, 5%6 RUSSELL R. BOTT, ASSISTANT PATROL
) LEADER, BOTH FROM DETACHNENT 552. 5TH SPECIAL FURCES GROUP (AIRBURNE) (SFBA). ALUNG NITH FOUR VIETNAMESE

2

COQRDINATES XD 630 630. THEIR GROUP WAS CONDUCTING A LONG RANGE RECONNA!SSANCE PATRUL, DES[GNATED AS RECUN
TEAM 1, WHEN THEY WERE COMPROMISED. (REF 1)

001 03 FEB 86 02 (U) DURING THE RESULTING FIREFIGHT, SFC STARK WAS BELIVED TG HAVE BEEN WOUNDED IN THE LEFT THIGH DURING THE
INITIAL ENEMY ASSAULT, THE ENEMY REGROUPED AND ATTACKED AGAIN, MOVING CLOSE ENOUGH TO WHERE THE TEAM USED
HAND GRENADES TO HOLD THEJR PGSITION. ONE ARVN TEAM MEMBER WAS KILLED, AND SFC STARK WAS REPORTEDLY SHOT N
— THE CHEST AND .MAY HAVE DIED AT THIS. TIME DUE TO TWE GRAVMITY OF THE SITUATLON_SSG BOTT REQUESTED

EXFILTRATION. (REF 1 Jn

 SP4 WILLIAM J'JBUDZIK, OREHQHlEF. SP4 LEE J. BUUDREAUX. GUNNER AND SGT lRBY 'YER lll, A MEDIC FRUM '
DETACHMENT B32, 5TH SF6A, (ALL REFNG 0537), BOARPED A UH-1p HEL}COPTER TAIL NUMBER 65-10088, AND DEPARTED
FROM KHE SANH, SOUTH VIETNAM TO EXTRACT SFC STARKS PATROL, WQ! SULANDER'S HELICOPTER WAS PART OF A FLIGHT OF
oy — ﬁwwmwww I WHILE-A
FORWARD AIR CONTROLLER (FAC) LOCATED THE TEAM. WG] SULANDER COMMENCED HIS APPROACH AND AS HE NEARED THE
TEAM'S POSITION HIS HELICORTER CAME UNDER INTENSE AUTQMATIC WEAPONS FIRE, (REF 2)

iAOD1 O3 FEB 86 (4 (Y) MEANWHILE, HEARING THAT HELICOPTERS HAD REACHED THE TEAM'S AREA, THE ARVN TEAM LEADER ORDERED THE PATROL
TG MOVE GUT AND HE RAN AHEAD. THE TEAM'S POINT MAN SAID HE HEARD THE ENEMY OPEN FIRE ON THE ARVN TEAM LEADER 1

AND THEN SAW HIM HIT THE GRGQUND, POSSIBLY WOUNDED. THE TWO REMAINING TEAM MEMBERS, THE POINT MAN AND THE

ey i LEAM _SE BQEANI,'IHEN STARIED IO  EAVE THEIR PASITICGONS AS THEY NEPARTED THEY MOTICNEN FAR SSG ROTT IO i ;

FOLLOW, SSG BOTT REPORTEDLY REFUSEDP, PULLED HIS RJSTOL AND REMAINED WITH SFC STARK. (REF 1)

SAW A HAN (ASSESSED TO BE THE ARVN-TEAM LEADER) RUNNING TUWARD WO1 SULANDER S AIRCRAFT DUE TO lNTENSE
OROUND FIRE, THE UH-1C WAS DRIVEN GFF AND THE CREW GOULD NOT DETERMINE |F THE MAN EVER REACHED THE
HELICOPTER, WO1 SULANDER'S AIRCRAFT WAS NEXT SEEN TO TAKE-QFF, OUT OF CONTROL, AND DESCEND |N A NOSE DOWN

"XD 633 631,

WITH §Fc STARK (STATUS UNKNOHN) APPROXIMATELY GOQ METERS NURTHEAST OF THE CRASH SITE IN VlClNlTY OF GRID
COORDINATES XD 634 633. $SG BOTT STATED "THEY” CQULD SEE SMOKE FROM THE CRASH BUT MADE NO REFERENCE TO
POSSIBLE SURVIVORS, THIS |S THE LAST RECORDED COMMUNICAT|ON W]TH RECON TEAM 1, (REF 2)

Ehbe vt 2 g T AR

001 03 FEP 86 Q7 (U) BOTH OF THE ARVN TEAM MEMBERS WHO DEPARTED THEIR POSIT]ONS SUCCESSFULLY EVADED ENEMY FORCES AND MADE IT 4
BACK TGO FRIENDLY LINES. AN IMMEDIATE SEARCH OF THE CRASH SITE AND SFC STARK'S/$SG BOTT'S LAST KNOWN LOCATION

g: e HAS _JMPOSSIBLE BECAUSE OF INTENSE ENEMY GROUND FIRE AND THE TACTICAL SITUATION, (REF 2)
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};; Q97 Q3 FEB 86 08 {U) OGN 10 DECEMBER 1966 A RECOVERY TEAM REACHED THE CRASH SITE AND TOOK PHOTOGRAPHS OF F|VE SEPARATE BODIES,
THE REQUVERY TEAH CUULD NGT E&TRACT THE BOD!ES EECAUSE OF APPARENT BRQOBY TRAPS ON THE BODIES AND THE

e,

APHEARED TO HAva BEEN MOVED snALL BOX-LIKE GADGETS coULo BE SEEN UNDER SUME OF THE BUDIES AND THE GADGETS
RID NOT APPEAR TO BE PARTS OF THE HELlcpPTER ONLY THE HELICGPTER TAJL BOOM WAS RETRIEVED. J

"’.}nqoi P3 FEB 86 08 ON 11,12, AND 13 DECEMBER 1966 THE CRASH SITE WAS SUBJEGCTED TG HEAYY AJR STRIKES. ON 15 DECEMBER 1966 ANUTHEémy
‘ RECOVERY TEAM REACHED THE CRASH S|TE AND RETRIEVED THOSE PARTIAL REMAJNS WHICH COULD BE FOUND, THE AIR

STBIKES HAD DISTURBED THE SITE TO THE EXTENT THAT LESS THAN FlVE COMPLETE BODIES NERE RECUVERED SUFFICIENT - }
. A : REE _2) —

:

001 03 FEB 8§ 1Q (U) RURING THE EXISTENCE OF JGRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND i
v r—rv - el MSPEGTIONS OF THE SITES INVOALVED IN THIS CASE. THLS INDIVIDUAL 'S NAME AND _IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER
“JO® THE FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE. NO RESPONSE WAS
FORTHCOMING, SFC STARK, SSG BOTT, WG] SULANDER, AND $GT DYER ARE CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE PRESUMPTIVE STATUS
OF READ, BODY NQT RECGVERED
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‘?;rmpoz O3 FEB 86 4Q  (U) REFERENGES USED; 1. MIA ROARD PRAGEEDINGS (U), HQ, STH SF6A, 1ST SF, DTD 20 DEC 68. 2. RPT (U), HQ USARV
b W/WITNESS STATEMENTS, 26 DEC 6
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2499 P3 FEB 86 80 (U) ASSOCJATED INDJVIDUALS) WILLIE E. STARK, 0536-0-01, RUSSELL P, BOTT, 0%36-0-02, IRBY DYER ]I, 0537-0-01,
AND DANIEL A, SULANDER, 9537r0 02,
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2997 03 FEB 65 55 {U) LAGSS LOCATION FOR REFNO Q336 XD 634 633 BASEP ON ANALYS]S AND MAP TRACKING GF INFORMATION PROVIDED IN REF
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