
DATE BLK COMMENTS 
:r 

10 JUN 715 01 CU> ON 21 DECEMBER 1972 CAPT HARRY R. LAGERWALL, PILOT, CAPT STANLEY N. KROBOTH, CO-PILOT, CAPT THOMAS T. 
HART Ill, NAVIGATOR, TSGT JAMES R. FULLER, FLIGHT ENGINEER, 1LT DELMA E. DICKENS, INFRA-RED SENSOR OPERATOR, 

WINNINGHAM, ILLUMINATION OPERATOR, SGT CARLE. STEVENS, ILLUMINATION OPERATOR, CAPT ROBERT L. LILES JR., 
FIRE CONTROLLER, TSGT RICHARD M. WILLIAMS, GUNNER, AlC ROLLIE K. REAID, GUNNER, AND MAJ FRANCIS A. WALSH 
JR., ADDITIONAL CREWMEMBER, AND CAPT JOEL R .. BIRCH, EWO OPERATOR, AND SGT ROBERT T. ELLIOTT, AND AlC CHARLES 
E_.__F~ .___GUNNERS. WE"RF ONBOARD AN AC 1 ~O. f tt!5S-0.d90. CAI I SI r.N SPFl'.:TRF 171 

001 10 JUN 715 02 WHILE ENGAGING A GROUND TARGET, ON AN ARMED RECONNAISSANCE MISSION IN LAOS, SPECTRE 17 WAS HIT IN THE LEFT 

17 DECLARED AN EMERGENCY AND STARTED TO RETURN TO BASE. ANOTHER AC130, SPECTRE 07, OUTBOUND ON A SIMILAR 
MISSION, WAS DIVERTED TO PROVIDE FLAK ESCORT FOR SPECTRE 17. ON THE WAY TO JOIN SPECTRE 17, THE CREW OF 
SPECTRE 07, <AT 1915 HOURS>, SAW A BRIGHT FIREBALL WHICH PLUNGED TO THE GROUND. 

03 THE FIREBALL WAS DETERMINED TO BE SPECTRE 17. WHEN SPECTRE 07 REACHED THE AREA OF THE CRASH SITE THEY MADE 
CONTACT BY RADIO WITH TWO SURVIVORS; SGT CARL E. STEVENS AND TSGT RICHARD M. WILLIAMS. THESE TWO MEN WERE 

04 CU> ON 22 DECEMBER 1972 A ROYAL LAOTIAN ARMY BATTALION WAS SENT INTO THE AREA AND CONDUCTED SEARCH AND 

<BASED ON THIS RECOVERY, CAPT BIRCH WAS LISTED AS KILLED IN ACTION BY THE AIR FORCE.) <REF 1) 

1~001 10 JUN 75 05 CUl STATEMENTS MADE BY SGT STEVENS AND TSGT Wll I IAMS INDICATED THAT Al I CREWMEN WERE AWARE THAT THE SITl~TION 
WAS EXTREMELY SERIOUS, AND FIVE CREWMEN GATHERED AT THE REAR EXIT RAMP. THEN A VIOLENT EXPLOSION OCCURRED 
ONBOARD, FOLLOWED BY THE SEPARATION OF THE LEFT WING. THIS CAUSED THE AC130 TO FALL INTO A HARD LEFT BANK 
AND FILLED THE AIRCRAFT WITH FLAMES. SGT WILLIAMS EXITED THE AIRCRAFT PRIOR TO THE EXPLOSION. SGT STEVENS 

J STATED THAT WHEN THE AIRCRAFT STARTED SPIRAi I !NG, THE OTHER CREWMEN AROIJND THE REAR RAMP EE! I EORWARD TOWARD 

. ~ 
THE FRONT OF THE AIRCRAFT AND THE FIRE . 

OF GRID COORDINATES CGCl XC 087 086), AT 3000 FEET. 
LITTLE WORTHWHILE DEBRIS COULD BE SEEN. CREF 3) (;. 

08 CC) A FORMER PATHET LAO SENIOR OFFICER, WHILE AT HIS BATTALION HEADQUARTER, CVICINITY CGCl XC 084 123), ON 
THE NIGHT OF THE INCIDENT HEARD A LOW-FLYING AIRCRAFT EXPLODE IN FLIGHT AND THEN EXPLODE AGAIN ON IMPACT 
WITH THE GROUND. A SQUAD FROM HIS BATTALION WENT TO THE CRASH SITE TO INVESTIGATE. NO SURVIVORS WERE FOUND, 

THE ARRIVAL OF THE ROYAL LAOTIAN ARMY, THE PATHET LAO MADE ANOTHER SEARCH OF THE AREA. PORTIONS OF CHARRED 
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