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IIIS11 0R"':f OF 'l'H.3 BLUE HAX 

The order of the :Blacl~ liax is an nncient ancl highly renmmcc.l one. Leccnd 

places its beginnings at the time of the Crusades. 'l'he pur1)ose of the Bl<:..cl: 

l:.ax was to distinguish a knight who had gone astray violated one of the codes 

of knighthood.. The Black Max possessed unus~l powers in that if it were worn 

continuously for a period of one year, it would endow its bearer uith the l::nm1-

ledge and strength to overcome his deficiency. · 'l'hroueh the ages it was fou..'1c, , 

'by enterprising Blc-,ck Max recipients, that the Black N2.x had such an abundance 

of corrective powers that it could accomplish its pui11o::::e Ll'l cne week, provided 

two conditions were met. 'l'he sti1iulations were that the Blac1~ h.2..x muut be worn 

each day at a prescribed time for not less th2.n a. one hour period, and that thB 

recipient must rna.1<:e a concerted effort to correct his \Trang doing. At the height 

of the ?russian Empire, an a1-1ard quite the opposite of the Blc.ck Max uas created. 

It l:as lmmm as the Tilu.e 1'1c-:x. It was awarded to one who had excelled fron anon.:; 

his .compatriots. Unlike the 318.ck Ma.x, it rossc:::;sed no inherP.nt pouers. 1'uring . 

World. i,iar I, the· Blue M.ax 'i·ms the Ger.nan ec;_v.iv2.lent to our Conc-ress ioml Medal 

of Honor. Many of the fo:nm.u: German heros displayed the Blue Lax su.spendecl or: 

their uniform. 

The 2d R.-o.ttalion 20th Artillery first adopted t:r..c Illue :i:C.X as their cc-.11 

sign and nicl::name in 1968 . Since thnt tir::e, the "Blue Ha.x" has been knm-m 

t;iroughout 'lictn:1r.l and hc.s become a let;end. '.!?he Cobra 2.rmed helicopter bearinc 

. the distinctive Blue i<ieltcse Cross 1>rincs rolief to the troubled and fe~ to tbe 

enemy, as the c.ncient :Bl<i.ck !'I.ax did cePturies ago. 'l'he 2d Battalion 20th l.rtillery 

was redesi r:nated F Battery (AFA) 19th " . .rt.illery on 1 .August 1971. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HQ. 3RD BRIGADE ! SEPARATE ) . !ST CAVALRY DIVISION ( AIRMOBILEI 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96490 

AVDACG 2 October 1971 

SUBJECT: Letter of Conmendation 

THRU: Conmanding Officer 
229th Assault Helicopter Batta] Ion 
3d Brigade (Separate) 
1st Cavalry Division (AM) 
APO 96490 

TO: .Conmand Ing Officer 
F Battery, 79th Artillery 
3d Brigade (Separate) 
1st Cavalry Division (AM) 
APO 96490 

1. ~he off lcers and men of F Battery, 79th A~tlllery (Blue Max) 
are conmerlded for their superior performance of duty during 
the recent operation around Fire Support Bases Pace and Katum. 

2. During the period 29 September to 1 October 1971, in 
Tay Ninh Province, Republic of ·vietnam, B.lue Max flew a 
record 153 hours In direct fire support to Task Force Garry 
Owen. The success of the mission is attributable not only to 
your excellent aircraft maintenance posture, but also to the 
leadership and professional ism of your fl lght and ground crews. 

3. During the operation Blue Max was tasked with many day and 
night missions. Task Force Garry Owen road march, medevac, 
troop air 1 ift, flare, and critical resupply missions were 
performed in an exemplary manner by the f Ive sections of your 
conmand. · You accomplished the feat of being 100% mission ready 
at all t "imes during a high intensity operational environment. 

4. A special conmendation Is made to the aircraft crew which 
destroyed an enemy indirect fire position near FSB Pace on 
30 September 1971, despite the fact that their aircraft was 
subjected to intense ground to air fire during the mission. 

5. The Task Force conmander joins me in congratulating the men 
of BLUE MAX for a job well done. Your actions have been In 
keeping with the finest traditions of the First Team. 

Garry Owen, 

4 f.k;;;.· 
THAN R. BURTON 
adier General, USA 

Conmanding 
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About that slick ••••. 

Front seat a.gain?! ! 

~--

'i'h e . ' .lay Ili nh for l uncll lluncll 



' ,. 

~.,,,,,..,,_-......._....,,.,,.,,..___,.,._.,..,._.., _________ . __ 

Front seat again?! ! 



About that slick ••••. 

Front seat again?!! 

.. 
'i'he 

. , J.ay l!inh for lunch bunch 



AWARD CEREMONY 
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. If you think today's schedule was bad ••• 

OPERATION 
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~-/ho totc:<.led ~hese flight hours·~ 
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I just sit here in my spare time. 

Yes, we've got it pinpointed. 
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Gee, another crash! 
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SUPPLY 

What am I doing here? Don't . have any! 

Short! I wanna be a crew chief! 
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I think I'm sitting on the collective. 

Get me a clerk! 

• 

Up front new guy 

This 1:1 is getting out of 



What do you mean I can't 
the bu:cm? 

I can't 

~ .. 
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Put out that cigarette! 
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I want· a bar maid. 

'1'here I was. 
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Viuff and Jeff lfom would like this. 



What fell off? 



Whd 's this about n final insertion ~ 

Which pedal i~ the clutch? 



.Our father ••• 

Shut up, I was your I.P. 
Who is -that masked man? 



It was dark and I got in the wrong seat • Say Bear Cat took incoming while we were gone 

The bad 

The good 
.The ugly 

;1:· 
;.';[ 
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Squeaky new 



·NOBODY's authorized to break my Birds. 

No, I'm not nlad at y ou. I cau.ght my mustach 
in my bike this morning. 

Why, sure, General, I can show you around. 

MA/NT. PLATOON 

What do you mean, you 'r quitting? It's only 2 AH! 

...... : .. :: 

I am happy in my work. 
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How do you start this darn thing? 

Now, can you guess what's 
missing? 

• 

I 1
Q pushin ', I ' m pushin ' ! 

--·--· . .o 

Checked and f ound OK! 



This is super fine, Tiger! 

Where can I spit this out at? 

This stuff is A'.IFULL! And I'll take this, and this, and ••••• 
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A f- I t:. ff t1 UU IT.::> 

I can't cut it, either 

stole a napkin. 

How much does on<! cost? 

Fecline; no ;.;_~.in 1..re we playiilG for keepsies? 



Look busy , the generals 
futton those pockets! ! ! 

~he raw ones are ready. 

All the truck drivere eat here. 
Knock off the bull art • 


