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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

Heaiquarters, lOlst Aviation Battalion (A.alt Rel) 
APO San Francieco ~.383 ~·\. 

24 May 1970 

SUBJECT: Combat After ~tion Feeder Report, Operation Texas Star 

Commanding O!ficer 
lOlst Aviation Group 
lOlst Airborne Division {Ambl) 
ATTN: S-3 
AFO S .F. 96363 

... 
. . ::1'~ 

J.. ·=)tc;un~1 -;St~;Operatir:m: ''ra'i as Stat' · 
.. : . .,: ... 

2. riates of Operation: · OlOOOl Ap~ - 302400 Apr 70. 

3. L¢cation: lOist Airborne Pivision (~~h:iJe) . ~a of. operations; 
(Maps: Vietnam 1:1001000 Series 1607, Sheet.a 63421 64la2·, 6441, 63411 6~41, 
6641, Vietnan i:5o,ooo Series 17014, Sheets 6~41 It, 6541 :tll, 6441 III ~ 

4. Command Hea:J.quarters: lOlst Aviation Battaiiori (Aslt Hel). 

5. Reporting orr1cer: LTC w1iilam N. Peaehey. 

6 • . Task Organization: The 101st AViation Battalion with a total authorbed 
&lawance of . 15 aircr . .,ft was in support of operation Texas star with the 
f ollowi:ng uriits s . · 

a• Company At 20 ... UH .. :ui Wt He1icdj>ters 

bj Compaey :B! 19 - UH-ltI ti.rt Helicopters 

c • Company C: 18 - UH ... lH Litt ire ii.copters 

d• Company Ds ll ... llH-lG Cobra Helicopter Gunships 

7. Supnorting Forces: 

a. lS'Bth ASsault Helicopter Battalion in Comba~ Operations. 

b. lS9th Assanlt Support Hellcopter Battalion in Combat ·operations. 
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c. 4/77 Aerial Rocket Artillery with pi:-e-strikes on landing icDee. 

d. Pathfinders lOlst Aviation Group - .for the control of pickup 
zones am landing zones during the staging of combat operations. 

e. $th Transportation Aircraft Maintenance Battalion with a Direct 
Support Maintenance facility. 

r. 2/17 Calvary Squadron with reconnaissance, screening and on specific 
occasions recovery of downed aircraft and downed aircratt security. 

g. 326th Medical Battalion with medical evacuati~n helicopters. 

h. U .s. lli Force in combat operations. 

i. Vietnamese Air Force in combat operations. 

8. Intelligence: 

Enemy activity increased in intensity throughout the area of operations 
during the month of April. The results of this activity ns evidenced by an 
increase in aircraft shot-at reports, combat damages and losses, is reflected 
in paragraph 12. 

9. Mission: 

The primary mission of the lOlst Aviation Battalion during operation 
Texas Star (OPORD 2-70) 1 was to provide tactical mobility for combat troops, 
supplies and equipment of the lOlst Airborne Division during the conduct 
of combat and airmobile operations. Specifically, primary missions 
included: 

a. (1). Conunand & Control console aircraft !or battalion conunanders 
and staff officers. 

(2) • .Anned Helicopter Escort 

(3) • Troop Carrier 

(4). Convoy Cover 

(5). Visual Reconnaissance 

(6) • Night Hawk System 

(7). Logistical Resupply 

( 8) • Flare Illumination 

(9). Medical Evacuation 

(10) • Psychological Operations-Loudspeakei- and leaflet drop missions. 
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(11). C~emical Spray...Insecticide arrl deto-liation. 

(12).. CS Riot Control Agent Drops. 

(13). Flame Drops. 

(14). Anned Helicopter Close Fire Support. 

b. Secondary Missions Include: 

(l) • Airdratt Maintenance Supply missions for each of the Companies. 

(2). VIP Missions and Escorts. 

(3). ·. ARVN . Support. 

10. Concept of Operations 

a. Refer to para 3a, OPLAN 2-70, 291200 March 1970. 

b. Too lOlst AviB.tion Battalion continues to support the lst and 2nd 
Infantry Brigades with two direct support assault helicopter companies and 
additional div:ieional requirements with one general support lift helicopter 
company. The Battalion Aerial Weapons Company (Co D) supports this 
Battalion in a general support role daily with three I.Fr• s. 

11. Execution: 

a. Disposition of Forces: The lOlst Aviation Battalion, Headquarters 
Company along with Company A, Company B, md support units are based at the 
lOlst Airborne Division base, Camp Eagle (lD80l.6). Company C aIJi Company D 
are located at the North Phu Bai Sub Base (ID 8813). 

b. All aircraft were habitually based with their units. Staging 
aircraft at other locations for extensiva periods of ti.ma was not required. 
The only exception to this was occasional gereral support requirements for 
selected classified missions. 

c. A. 24 hour Battalion Operation: center (BOC) was maintained which 
received all general support missions :f'rom the lOlst Aviation Group. 
Missions were allocated to subordinate companies by the Battalion, and 
performance of all flights were monitored ani controlled by the Battalion. 

d.. Routinely, an assault company ready reaction force (RRF) was on 
da:i~ standby and had tre capability to become airborne and meet a PZ 
time within 30 minutes after receipt of the mission. 

12. Results: 
/ 

a.. It is felt that the desired objectives of operation Texas Star 
during the period of this report have been met. Through the liae of aviation 
assets the operation has been highly successful. The increased mobility am 
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maneuverability afforded to each Infantry Brigade through the use of 
aviation assets allowed rapid repositioning of combat forces and equipment 
throughout the AO. 

b. Enemy Losses, Catagorized as follows: 

(1). KIA 0 

(2)~ KBAA 15 
(3). KBA 0 

(4). Captured 0 

c. Friendly Losses: 

(1). KIA l 

(2). WIA 3 

d. Ground fire incidents by aircraft type and mission: 

MISSION 
Combat· Assault 
CON 
FOB 
Logistical Resuppj_y 
Other 

UH*i.H 
14 
6 
0 
3 
0 

AH.•lG 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 

a. Aircraft losses by aircraft type and general circumst~ces: 

cmctJMSTANCE 
Co111bat 

. Non-Combat 
Total 

DJIM.AOED 
l4 
7 

21 

t • Statistical data for eaeh type of ai~t. 

TYPE A/C 
AH-lG 
UH-lH 

J3 • . . Admitµ. st ration: 

HOO'RS FIOWN 
1034 

' 4869 

SOFTIES 
4332 
12,~8 

DESTROIED 
1 
1. 
2 

'roTAL 
J5 

8 
23 

PAX CAIDO 
0 CF· 
1813.37 1227. {Tons) 

a. Unit strength at the beginning of the -operation: 

OFF ~ ENL TOTAL 

HHC 10 6 83 99 

Co A 11 . . ·21· 

·co~JF'I DENTIAL 
93 12S 
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COf\JFf DENTIAL 

OFF WO ENL TOT.AL 

Co B 10 18 136 164 

Co C 11 23 9S 129 

Co D 10 17 116 143 

TOTALS 52 85 523 660 

b• Unit strength at. the end of the operation: 

OFF WO ENL TOTAL 

mtC 11 6 80 97 

Co A 1i 28 102 141 

Co B 11 ·24 107 142 

Co C 10 28 100 1,38 

Co D 10 17 121 148 

TOTALS 53 10.3 510 666 

14. Logis:tics: 
I 

a •• Concept of Support. 

{l). External BUpport f'rom DOO 80lst Maintenance and 5th Trans 
Battalion. 

{2). Due to the mission of this Battalion, use of forward supply 
elements is not applicable• 

b. Materials and Services: 

<' 

(1). No problems were encountered in these areas during the report­
ing period. 

(2) • Transportation Requirements - N/A 

1$. Chemical: -

a. The utilization or chemicals on specified missions has been used 
.frequently. These missions; under the direct supervision of' the Division 
Chemical Officer and his staff, have included the following types of 
agents: Flame drops, CS agents and de .. foliant. 
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(1}. Flame drops a.re accomplished in various ways. One method is 
to rel.ease a drum of napalm from the cargo hook of the UH-lH aircraft. 
Another method is by utilizing a barrel release device in conjunction with 
a fuse, released from a CH-47. In the latter case armed helicopters from 
this battalion provide aerial escort. 

(2). CS gas drops are employed from a utility helicopter into 
designated areas. 

(3). Defoliation missions are accomplished by using the spray­
bar ~d tank which have been adapted to the UH-1 series of aircraft. 

(4}. These chemical missions are empioyed on a mission basis. 
Prior clearance is obtai:ood from the ground conunanders._ The effectiveness 
of this type of mission is not known at this level of conunand as no post 
strike assesrnents are made• 

16. Civil Ar.fairss 

During operation Texas Star, civic action projects were continued by 
the lOlst Aviation Battalion. 

a. There has been a weekly medcap mission initiated within the Battalion 
which has provided medical aid to the local populace. 

This mission has be -~-n higly successful am. is pursued in such a manner 
as to minimize the development of dependence on US aid aixi maximize the 
prestige and effectiveness of the Vietnamese doctors. 

b. Company D continooe its support of Tou Mou Orphange with limited 
labor, material and food. · 

17. Psyc~ological Operations: No Comments 

18. Communications: No Conunents 

19. Engineer: No Comments 

20. -Artillery: No Comments 

21. A:rrrry' Aviation: 

a. Mission: To provide tactical mobility for combat troops, supplies 
and equipnent of the Division during the conduct of combat anrl airmobile 
operations. 

b. Concept of Oper~tions: The lOlst Aviation Battalion remains in 
direct support of the lst and 2nd Infantry Brigades. Normally these 
companies will alternate with the general support coinpany every 45 days. 
Each direct support company will furnish ten (10) aircraft per day 
direct support, and will ny logilftica.l missions as required by the 
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c. Execution: The lOlst Aviation Battalion uses as a guide the lOlst 

Aviation Battalion Combat SOP. This SOP str>.Jldardized all Battalion unit 
operational procedures and expedites planning, f:'l.cilitates control, and 
insures timely 1 professional execution of airmobile operations. The 
supporting aviation unit establishes liaison with the supported ground 
unit as soon as possible af'ter beine alerted to a mission. The Airmobile' 
Task Force Commander (AMI'FC) ar.rl the Air Mission Commarrler (AMC) wi 11 . 
jointly plan the airmobile portions of the operations. The AMC can provide: 

(1). His units current status. 

(2). Assistance in selection of LZ 1 s, PZ 1 s an:l flight routes. 

(3). His communication capabilities and procedures. 
; .... 

(4) • Tha cu:tTent allowable cargo load (A.CL). 

(5). Techniq£l. assistance in preparation or supplies fol' internal 
or sling loading. 

(6). Assiatance in computing the best aircraft utilization (how 
many platoons, companies~ etc.) 

(7) • . The possible effects of ailversa weather conditions. 

(8). Assistance ·in planning for the use of aircraft for missions 
other than lift (~ support, reconnaissance, radio rel~, illumination, 
medical evacution). . .,,' 

d. The.impgrtance of this liaison early in the planning stages and .,,. 

:_, ___ ,,, , ·~ 

continuing throughout the conduct of the excercise cannot be over empha;aized. 

22. Speeial Equipment and Techniques: No Comm:mts 

23 ~· Comman:iers Ana,;cysis : 

(1), a. Item: Selection and impr:p'70men:t of lall~~g ~~~· 

b. Discus':3i·on: s·erious co11side'ra~on must ))e: given. to the 
selection and ~provement o.f all has:t.y landing zone's (Ref .APpe~dix III, 
lOlst Airborne D~vision Regu+ation 385":'1). The fSilure tc{ pl'.ioperly select 
or to improve a landing zone af'ter its. sf,llectio~ !-'o-z: use; has . I_"e.~t~ µr 
instances where the .AMC re!:heed . some l'iiridirw,., zones ·¢le to. ,impJ:'.oper size 
0r conditions for helicopter operations,. Late~· investi$ation and study 
revealed that inany times ground coniman:ler' s were not attempting to improve 
the landing zone or p~ck up zone once they were established in it. This 
action causes undue hardship on the infan~ry troops as they are ·required 
to move to another LZ md unnecess:iry bl~e time is accumulated on the 
aircraft. · 

c,. Solution: All ground commanders · should be aware of the 
Division regu1ati·4ln cited in paragraph b above, Additionally. when sµfficien1i 
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time pennits, a joint air reconnaissance should be made by the .AMC and 
AMTF commander to select suitable lrurling zones. ~.( ·_ 

(2). a. Item: Battalion Mission Effectiveness. 

b. Discussion: During the reporting period it was noted that 
night crews not aircraft maintenance, proved to be the weak link in 
meeting mission requirements. The Battalion• s subordinate companies 
nveraged apnroximately fifty (5'0) hours per day. With the reduced number 
of aviators assigned, high time airl pilot fatigue became critic al, re­
quiring constant command supervision. It was cle3l'ly evident that in 
order to sustain the present flying hour rate per company, more emphasis · 
must be placed on assignment and strength of aviators, especi;Jl.ly on a 
l ong range basis, to provide continuity of experience. 

Aviation safety has always been the first consideration and received 
first priority in the Battalion. Under our present aviator posture, safety 
is taking second place to the manning of aircraft. 

c. Solution: There are two recourses to the problem as discussed, 
md neither action can be controlled at this leve 1 to any deeree. (1) Uni ts 
at a minimum should be maintained at TO&E aviator strength in order to cope 
with the increase in flying hours. (2). The only other alternative that 
will al1ow consideration for aviator safety, and prevent high time is 
strict compliance to the 140 hour limit placed on pilots for a thirty ,.. 
(30) day c onsecutive period. This of course would require tailoring 
mission requirements as necessary to 1i ve within the framework of the US.ARV 
Regulation. The deletion of many unnecessro-y administrative !lights would 
eliminate many hours an1 reduce in proportion the problem area. 

24. RecornIOOndation: No Connnents. 

1//~~: ~c~· 
WILLIAM N • PEACHEY...,. -;:::::::> 
LTC, IN 
Commarxline 
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