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l. The primary mission of the lOlst Avn Bn during operation Texas Star 
was to provide tactical mobility for combat troops, supplies and equip­
ment of the lOlst Abn Div during the conduct of combat and airmobile 
operations. The Battalion was orr; anized with a HHC , three assault 
helicopter companies and one attack helicopter comnany. Su11~Jort was 
furnished to the 1st and 2d Infantry Brip:ade8 with two direct support 
assault helicopter companies :md ndd.ition.::i.l divisional requirements with 
one general support assault helicopter company. The Bat.talion's Attack 
Helicopter Company supports this B.attalion in a general support role daily 
with a min.i..mum of th.i:-ee I.Fro. Each direct ::>i:,pport comp~y furnished a 
mininum of ten aircraft per d~- to t heir respectiYe Brigades. 

2. Dtl.ring the p t::riod 1 - 22 Jun 70 the Battalion's general support 
comnany provided an averOF,e of .four· aircraft daily for CCN support. The 
flexability a.."ld maneuvernbility afforded to this operation through the 
use of aviation assets nlloued for the positioning of r econnaissance 
forces throUf.hout the are a of operation. The use of f<J.lsc insertions 
and extrr:tctions, and :fnlse LZ preparations r,;reatly increased the overall 
effectiveness of this operation. On 23 Jun 70 the Battnlion commenced 
providing six aircraft daily in sunport of Project Delta, a combined 
US/A..'?.VN reconn.tlssance oper;;i.tion. Weather prevented any substantial 
acti1rity befor1'? the mission was terminated on 30 Jun 70. Throughout this 
entire period the !'Tighthawk systom on the UH·llI aireraft was used ex­
tensively for nir.{ht su:r:cill<mcn . This system has 1/rovcd hiGhly successful 
and accounted for numer,ms s i ghtings and seYernl confirmed kills during 
the period~ 

3 • Les sons Le nrned: 

n. (1). Item: The shifting of artillery fire off of LZ 1 s into 
suppressive fire ureas. 
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(2). Discussion: During the c onduct of en artillery raid the 
artillery preparation of the LZ was completed at II-2 minutes and the tubes 
were reported clear. At H-hour t he artillery began to f i r e suppressive 
rol.lllds without shifting the .:irtillory tubes to pre-planned targets. This 
resulted in druaage to two UH-JJI aircraft and two wounded personnel in the 
LZ. . 

(3). Solution: The .A.'1C must get a podtive confirmation as to 
wheth8r the tubes have bee n shifted prior to comrni tting the at rcraft into 
the LZ. 

b. (1). Item: The use of flechette rounds during the Ai'U 1 s portion 
of an I.Z preparation. 

(2). Discussion: Fhilc conducting a combat assault ARA was to 
make a pre-strike of the LZ using flechette rockets. After the artillery 
preparation had stopped at H-2, ARA took up the preparation and fired a 
pair of flechette r ockets. One of the lift aircraft was caught in the 
outer edges of the flechette pattern and r eceived several aircraft skin 
pl.lllc ~ures. 

(3). Solution: The J1MC must specify that no flechettes be used 
after the lift element is on final anproach and that JillA should be made 
to acknowledge sighting the position of the inbound flight. 

c. (1). Item: Booby Trapped PZ 1 s. 

(2). Discussion: Wbile making a routine extraction of a recon 
element from a flat land PZ, one aircraft encountered a booby trap 
detonated by a member of the ground element. The incident resulted in 
two injured aviation pcrsonnc:i.. cmd three wounded inf n.ntrymen a.""ld damage 
to one UH-lH aircraft. 

(3). Solution: Pri0r to t01~.chc1mm in a new PZ artillery or ARA 
should be e:'-.-pended on t.hr: ~rc: a _, :i. f !:-ossible, in an attempt to detonate 
any booby traps. I n ef.td5.t ion t:ie ,:1r ounrl. element shoulo make a thoro~h 
sweep of the PZ arz n. prir:.:..' t n F.:."t·riv al of the first ship. Ground elements 
shoul0. also mark t he eY.:.•.et :;_oc :ct i on for touchd ll-m of the aircraft. 

d. (1). Item: t>r .- '. .. :i c1i:l_, s:_'~ aircraft rm a 24 hour basis at QT 
in support of Project iJc.i:tar 

(2). Discussion : Durin? t.'.1:Ls seven d ay period it was necessary 
to commit seven air craft in or<lG..'.' .... 1 nrovide a c ontjnucus availability 
of six aircraft. There ;.ms suffi.ci:mt unscheduled maintenance to 
necessitate having one aircrn.ft ,<.".r ounc1ecl at all times. Considerable 
difficulty was encountered with avionics and it W'mld have been prefer­
able to keep a small stock of spare rndios nnd control heads at Quang Tri. 
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(3). Solution: ~= !i} .:m involved in minsions which require the 
separation of aircraft £'~.·Jr.; t~1.: ir nm"Illal company location only aircraft 
which are more them 50 hci.:..rs CSYTaY from Periodic Ins'!)ection should be used. 
Intermediate kits should be made available to crewchiefs so the intermediate 
inspection can be pulled on locution. 

4. It is felt that the desired objectives of operntion Texas Star during 
the period of this report have been met. Through the use of aviation 
assets the operation has been highly successful. The increase maneuver­
ability afforded to each Infantry Brigade through the use of aviation 
assets allowed rapid repositionin~ of combat forces n.nd equipment through­
out the AO. 
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