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1. The primary mission of the 101st Avn Bn (Aslt Hel) during operation 
Jefferson Glenn/Monsoon Plan 70 was to provide tactical mobility for combat 
troops, supplies, and equipment of the lrlst Abn Div (Ambl) durine; the conduct 

·of combat anc1. nirmobile operations. To accomplish this mission, the battalion 
was organized with Headquartera and Headquarters Company, three Misault 
Helicopter Companies ancl one Aerial Weapons Company. One Assault Helicopter 
Company was placed in i:-"iroct supprt of the 1st Infantry Brigai:l.e :md one in 
direct support of the 2nd 'Infantry Brigade, while the 3rd Assault Helicopter 
Compn.ny w;..~ in pcnernl. support of the Division. During the reportini:; period, 
each clirect support Assault Helicopter Company provider a minimum. of one 
commancl. ancJ control aircraft a.nC ten tTH-lH 1 s daily for the use by the Divisionc 
The Battalion Aerial Weapons Comnany fulfilled its mission by provic'l.ing a 
minirrum of three liPht fire teams for (laily us8 by the Battalion. 

2.. Durino. the renortinrr nf\ri0d, the Assault Helj.copter Company in General 
Sunnort continued to T)rovi(le four aircraft 0.aily in sunoort of S'1ecial Forces 
r.ornmand ano Control North. These aircraft which are part :;if the r,eneral 
suT)nort oonunitment, flew a total of 257 h ".)urs.. The use of aviat.fon .assets in 
sunnbrt of this missi0n allowed forihe ra,id nositioninp., extracting of recon 
forces throughout the area of operation and increaseil the overal effectiveness 
of the operation. Durinr this reportiM perioc1, the Battalion supplied 29 
UH-lH aircraft to the lOlst Abn Div (Ambl) for the extraction of stranded 
civilians along 01-1, due to intense monsoon flooc.inr conditions. These air­
craft flew a total of lh8 hours while completing 631 sorties. 1070 people 
were extracted and the nircraft transportec 68 tons of relief supplies and 
pRr~onal property. Prior coo:rc1ination anc detailed planning insured success­
ful overaJlmission accomnlishment. The total hours flown in SU'!lPOrt of the 
1st Infantry Divisi·::in (ARVN) durinf' this renorting period, was 3J2 hours while 
completing 1336 sorties. The Assault Helicr..,,ter C0mpan:l,.es in support of the 
1st and anr. Infantry Brigades, provided aviation assets to t 1,eir respective 
brigades for re:)ositioning of Infantry Battalions ancl realignment 'Jf brigades 
for the monsoon season. 

UNCLASSIFIEi~::~~ 
DOD n -

4 
3 yi<:fi.R. INTERVALS 

EI?. 12 YEARS 

't 



3. Lessons 

a. (1) Item: During the reporting period, ~ilots and aircraft of the lOlst 
Avn Bn (AH) were called on to compJ~te missions of a comhat essential nature. 
Upon arrivtng at the field si:be, it has been found that some of these missions 
were not combat essentialn 

(2) Discussion: The hazards of flyi!lf: are e:reatly increased. in marginal 
weather. Pilots will attempt to com?lete any missions regardless of weather 
or danger, if they feel it is a legitimate c 0mbat essE'ntial mission. The 
pilots will tend to hesitate taking a mission unf,er these circumstances when 
they feel it may not be a true ccmb~t ess8ntial mission. 

(3) Solution: The unit in the field that declares a combat essential 
mission sh·:-uld relate, in detail, through their conunano. channels, the exact 
nature of the mission. The Bri[?ades and aviation liaison officer could then 
more readily c'lcte rmine the validity of the combat essential classification. 
Consequently, when these valifated c0mbat crrsenti .:u."mis~ions·nre· ~dscri-
on suborclin~t8 units' no questions will arise. 

h. · It is felt that the resire0 objectives of the continuinr: opere.tion, 
,Teff:'erson Glerm/Jvf0nso0n Plan 70, have been met. The use of aviation assets 
aided r.reatly in making the oneration a suecess. to date. The increased 
maneuverahility pi'ovidec'l. to each Infantry Brir.:- Jde, through the use of aviation 
assets, permitted rapid -re;'iosit:i'.ciniric of combat forces and eouipll1ent 
throUP.hout the area of oneration. 
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