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9, MISSION. The mission of the 1st Air Cavalry Division in the
PLEIKU-PLEI ME area was delineated in roughly two phases. Phase I, from
23 October through 26 October, placed the division elements in a defen-
sive, reinforcing and/or limited offensive role.

Phase II, from 27 Gctober until 26 November, placed the division
in an unlimited offensive role to seek out and destroy V-C forces in an
area of operations that; by conventional standards, was immense.

The missions were assigned either by the Commanding General, Field
Forces Vietnam, or by the Commanding General, United States Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam, through Field Forces Vietnam. The two
primary mission statements received by this division are as follows:

PHASE I: (Message 1097 from CG-FFV, dated 221421 Oct 65, to CG, lst
Air Cav)

"SUBJECTs. CONFIRMATION VOCG FFORCEV TO CG 1ST AIR CAV DIV, 22 OCT
65.

1. (Omitted)

"2, (Omitted)

w3 COMMENCING FIRST LIGHT 23 OCT 65 1ST AIR CAV DEPLOYS ONE BN
TF (MINIMUM 1 INF BN AND 1 ARTY BTRY) TO PLEIKU WITH MISSION TO BE PRE-
PARED TO ASSIST IN DEFENSE OF KEY US/GVN INSTALLATIONS VIC PLEIKU OR
REINFORCE II CORPS OPERATIONS TO RELIEVE PLEI ME CIDG CAMP.™

PHASE 1I: (Message 1312 from CG-FFV, to CG, 1ST AIR CAV DIV, dtd
3)°745 Oct 65)

"SUBJECTs CONFIRMATION OF VOCG FFORCEV TO CG, 1ST AIR CAV DIV, 28
OCT 65,

“REF: Ao MSG 1097 FROM AVF-GC-OP, DID 221421%Z,
B, MSG 38215 FROM MAC J311, DTD 270629Z (NOTAL).
"ELEMENTS OF 1ST AIR CAV DIV CURKENTLY LEPLOYED VICINITY PLEIKU
WILL COORDINATE WITH AND ESTABLISH AN AREA OF OPERATIONS VICINITY PLEI
ME CIDG CAMP AND UNDERTAKE OPERATIONS TO FIND FIX AND IESTROY VC FORCES

WHICH ENDANGER THAT GENERAL AREA."
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