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Annex D (5th ARVN Division) to After-Action Report, BINH I.ONG Campaign 

l. (U) PURroSE: 

The :purpose of this annex is to provide the best available inf'ormati-on as to the activities 
,or the 5th ARVN Division immediately prior to and during the battle of Loe Ninh, and what may be 
1-known as one of the most historically significant battles in the Republic of &iuth Vietnam or ·1n 
. Southeast Asia - the battle of An Loe. The information contained herein covers a wide spectrum 
, of source material to include information contained in official Advisory Team 70 and 5th ARVN 
i Division journals and by personal interviews with active participants. The period addressed in 
, this annex is from 4 April - 25 June 1972. 

• 2. (C) INTRODUCTIDN: 

a. From November 1971 to April 1972, the 5th ARVN Division .conducted operations in the Tri­
' Province areas of Binh Long, Phuoc Long, and Binh Duong, concentrating their . effort, during Nov-
; ember 1971 - January 1972., on cross-border operations i.oto eastern Cambodia. The incursions into 
• Cambodia were 'limited in depth, being within 105mm h~tze~ r~1:1ge · from fire support bases (FSB) 
· iocated along the border from the Fish Hook (XT 5990) to the northern-most tip of the Flat Iron 
, (XU 5423). No significant contacts were made or caches uncovered in spite of existing intelli-
• gence, indicating that the.re was considerable -enemy activit-y .in the area. '?he period late Januuy 
1 to mid-March 1972 was chacterized by scattered contacts with the enemy, particularly along the 
• Song Be River corridor by the 8th Regiment in late .:Tanuary, and to the north, northeast, and west 
., of FSB "A" (XU 714172) by the 7th Regiment. Also in January: l.972," two new enemy regiments were 
: identified within ·striking range of Military Region III. ···Tti.ese were the 271st Independent Infantry 
Regiment which infiltrat ed from North Vietnam and the 24th Independent Infantry Regiment from 

: Military Region II. At the end of February and the . "beginning . _of March, two prisoners were cap­
i tu.red by the 7th Regiment north and northeast of FSB "A". _These rows were members of re con 
, elements of the 69th Ve Art.illery· Command, Their mission was to recon in areas west and north of 
Loe Ninh. They identified the 42d Artillery Regiment which had a 105mm howitzer capability, and 

: the 271st AA Artillery Regiment, both of which were new to current OB holdings. 

b. In February and early March, the 9th VC Division returned to the CHUP Plantation in 
•~od.ia, after a four-month campaign against the Cambodian (FANK) rorces west of the Mekong 
River. At the end of March, five regiments representing all three divisions (5th and 9th VC 

· ... Divisions and the 7th WA Division) we.re concentrated within- 15 kms of Memot. The E-6, 209th, 
--«Dd 141st were west of Memot; tbA 95C Regiment to the east and the 174th Regiment to the north­
' east, It was not known whether "-hese units would deploy south into Tay N:inh Province or east 
'! 1:nto Binh Long Province. During this period, JGS w:as broadcasting ·alarm to all Border Ranger 

. t • 

• Camps and feared a possib.le general offensive 1-n the Central Highlands area. The 5th ARVN Division 
. , associated the increase · in reconnaissance to a pl'obable' ·limited. attack on FSB "A", with a full,. 

t scale attack on Loe Ninh a remote possibility. Littl-e· or no consideration was given to the enemy 
• ··u110unting an offensive of the magnitude which later developed • 

. c. In late March, documents captured by the 25th Division in the vicinity of FSB PACE (XT 
; CTT5877) indicated that the 9th VC Division was preparing to attack An Loe. The 272d Regiment was 
, to advance east from the "Fish Hook", The division was also said to be training ·in street 
i-f'ighting. This information was also confirmed by a lW captured in Base Areas 354, west of Tay 
: Ninh Province . 

. d. On 11 March 1972, the 9th Regiment, 5th ARVN Division, replaced the 7th Regiment at Loe 
' llinh. The 1st Battalion, 9th Regiment, remained assigned in the-district town of Bo Due (XU 
: 955248) in Pbuoc Long Province. The regiment, however, was augmented ·by the 1st Cavalry Regiment 
1 {minus one squadron) of the 5th ARVN Division, and assumed Ol'CON of the 74th Border Ranger 
, Battalion, the tenant at FSB "A". 

e. In addition to providing security at Loe Ninh, the 9th Regiment also protected the vital 
' Cam Le Bridge (XT 722973 ) on the QL.13 supply artery north of An Loe, and FSB "A". The 7th Regi­
•ment, after a brief respite in its rear base at Phuoc Vinh, returned to occupy FSB i (XT 694927) 
: for operations west and northwest of An Loe to the Cembodian border. · The 8th Regiment at this 
; time was conducting operations near the district town of Tri ·Tam in Binh Duong Province. Also, 
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to :preclude the vulnerable FSB "A" from being subjected to an attack, the 5th ARVN Divison 
Comnander ordered the 9th Regiment to place the 1st Cavalry Regimental Task Force in a mobile 
:posture. 

f. On 21 .¥..arch, the III Corps Commander direct.ed the movement of the 52d Regiment (-) of the 
18th ARVN Division to An Loe to be placed under the operational control of the 5th ARVN Division. 
This unit consisted of the Regimental Headquarters, two infantry battalions, and a battery of 105mm 
howitzers. Initially the regiment was given the mission of securing the 5th Division CP, but due 
to the intensity of the intelligence buildup, it was ordered to Fire Base "Hung Tam" (XT 715995) 
to conduct operations in that area. 

g. On 1 April, the 24th and 271st Independent Inf'antry Regiments . opened what is believed to 
be a diversionary attack on FSB "Pace" and other 25th Division firebases in northwestern Tay Ninh 
Province . On 3 April, the E-6 Regiment was identified 10 kms west of Loe Ninh, and inside the 
border of South Vietnam. TW'o companies of the 3d Battalion, 9th Regiment, were dispatched to 
verify this report and made contact with the enemy forces on the afternoon of 4 April. The 
Commanding General, 5th ARVN Division, ordered the 1st Cavalry, which was conducting a search 
Jllission across the border at QL13, to return immediately to FSB "A", evacuate the base, and close 
into Loe Ninh as soon as possible. The 1st Cavalry closed on FSB "A" in the lat~ afternoon on 
4 April; however, contrary to orders, elected not to begin the evacuation of FSB "A" until early 
in the morning of 5 Apl'il. Thus the stage was' set for the battle of Loe Ninh and the ensuing 
engagement at An 1oc. A complete task organization for the 5th ARVN Division as of 4 April is 
shown at Appendix land a map depicting their locations is shown at Figure D-1. 

3. (C) DISCUSSION: 

a. Summary of Operations: 
. 

(1) 5-7 April '. The Battle of 1oc Ninh :j 

) (a) On 05oG50 April 1972, enemy forces initiated a sustained indirect fire attack against the 
9th Regiment Headquarters and the subsector compound .at Loe Ninh, · A sketch map of the Loe Ninh 
area is shown at Figure D-2. Possibly as a diversion for the primary attack at Loe Ninh, the 
enemy also initiated indirect fire attacks at Quan 1oi (XT 8291), Phuoc Vinh (XT 9649), Song Be 
(YU 14o7), Lai Khe (XT 7638),. and Bo Due (XU 955248). By 0730 hours, it became apparent to the 
defenders at 1oc Ninh that they were facing an enemy force of at least regimental size supported 
by a l.arge artillery unit ·. The enemy initially probed from the west with infantry and tanks, but 
:was repelled by the ARVN defenders. One enemy tank was destroyed by direct fire from the artillery. 
Maey other armored vehicles were heard maneuvering for the position. The 1st Cavalry Task Force 
located approximately 6 km north of Loe Ninh was ordered to attack the enemy and to link up with 
the 9th Regiment Headquarters. The lead elements of this 1st Cavalry force encountered the enemy 
at the swimming :pool immediately north of 1oc Ninh village .(XU 735102). (See Figure D-3). They 
were unable to proceed further. Radio COJ:!tact with the t ·as.k force was broken early in the after­
llOOn of 5 April and it must be assumed · that the entire task force was routed by the enemy. Enemy 
artillery continued to pound friendly installations throughout the day and into the night. Exten­
sive use of US tactical air strikes countered. After a frantic first day, the situation appeared 
to stabilize on 6 April. T-,fO companies of the 3d Battalion, 9th Regiment, which • had been conduct­
ing operations west of Loe Ninh, managed to close within supporting distance of the ·9th Regiment 
Comman~ Post. Also~ two Mll3 APCs organic to the 1st Cavalry Regiment joined the defenders at Loe 
Minh. These vehicles were reportedly manned by personnel from the 74th Ranger Battalion and the 
2d Battalion, 9th Regiment. Elsewhere in the 5th Division area, the enemy conducted attacks at 
Quan Loi and Bu .Dop. Elements of the 52d Regiment operating south of Loe Ninh' also had three 
contacts with the enemy and Fire Base "Hung Tam" received a }leavy indirect fire attack during the 
early morning hours. More significant, however, was an enemy road block established between Chon 
nianh (XT 7662) and An Loe on Q.Ll3. This road block ei'fectively elimi.nated ARYN surface trans­
portation capabillcy into An 1oc from all points south. 

(b) Friendly :positions at Loe Ninh continued to receive artillery attacks throughout the 
mcht of 6 April. On the morning of 7 April, the enemy launched an intensive ground attack with 
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tanks and infantry. What happened. exactly at Loe Ninh on that day remains almost as much of a 
, mystery to pe·rsc,nnel of Advisory Team 70 as does the defeat of the 1st Cavalry Task Force, which 
lost radio communication with the 5th Division early on 5 April. • F-inal contact with the 9th 
Regimental Advisory Team was made at 1900 hours, -7 AJJril, by the supporting FAC. Earlier in the 
day, however, one FAC coodinat ing tactic•l air support reported that the 9th Regunent put up a 
white surrender flag. Ther e was also much discussion concerning ARVN and US personnel evacuating 

. defe ns ive positions and moving to the east side of t he runway, southwest of the town. One account, 
furnished by an ARVN artilleryman who was captured and later escaped from anNVA IW camp, indicated 
that the artillery base was evacuated at WOO hours. This man r eported that the infantrymen pro-

. tecting the artillery base withdrew to the east as enemy tanks attacked from the west. All the 
artillerymen followed suit and most of them proceeded north toward the district compound. Upon 
reaching the compound, this soldier reported that friendly forces were ~till resisting the enemy, 
but that a I'F platoon fled from the compourid north toward Loe Ninh Village. This man followed 
the PF platoon and reported that he believed the e·ntire friendl,y force to have been totally routed 

· by 0730 hours. The true story may be revealed when and if the large numbers of ARYN prisoners 
who were captured by the NVA are finally released. This artilleryman also reported that approx­
imately 1,000 ARVN and district ·forces were lo·cated in his PW camp . This r eport is corroborated 

· byanNLF post-battle radio broadcast which indica ted. that 1300 ARVN were taken ·prisoner during 
the battle . Statistict maintained by the 5th ARVN Division reflect significant personnel .and 

• equipment losses. Al.t~ough figures fox: the period 5-7 April are unavailable, personnel losses 
for the period 4 April - 17 .July are .shown at A:Ppe nd.ix 2 apd equipment. losses are shown at Appen­

, dix 3. Equipment losses are current through 30 .June. 

(c) With Loe Ninh apparently lost, the 5th Division COllllllander ordered the 52d Regiment at 
Fire Base "Hung Tam" (XT 715995) and the ARVN for_ces _at Cam Le Bridge (XT 722973) to withdraw 

, south to An Loe. The 52d Regiment evacuated "Hung Tam" shortly before noon on 7 April. All 
, trucks and artillery departed the fire base and the convoy was ambushed by enemy forces along QL 
13 almost immediately upon . entering the highway. What · happened during this encounter was described 

. by LTC Ginger, Senior Advisor to the 52d Regiment ( See Appendix 4). Friendly forces at the _Cam Le 
, Bridge destroyed their artillery an(j. the men (approximately 150 infantry and artillerymen) proceed­
_ ed to An Loe. The city of An Loe, meanwhile, received its first rounds of enemy artillery, and 
, elements of the 3rd Ranger Group, which had been sent to bolster the defenses at An Loe on 6 April, 
made contact with enemy forces approximately 4 km northeast of the city. It was apparent this 
time that An Loe was th~ enemy's prime target. US ·CH-47 helicopters were tasked with delivering 
Jllllch-needed ammunition and rations, and refugees and wounded soldiers were evacuated on the return 
flights. 

(d) Elsewhere in the general area, enemy forces continued to attack ARVN forces located in 
, Quan Loi, Chon Thanh, and various other locations. It was ·also reported that the enemy had 
placed obstacles on I.TI; 1A which connects Bo Due with I_'huoc Lo..,.City. 

(2) 8-12 April (Preparation for the Defense of An Loe): 

{a) The period 8-12 April was characterized by an intensive effort on the part of the ARVN 
, to strengthen not only beleaguered An Loe, but friendly elements throughout Military Region III 
as well. The 21st A..'NN Division was ordered to Lai Khe to assume a security mission along Q,113 
(see Annex F, 21st ARVN Division). The 1st Brigade, 1st Airborne Division (ARVN} preceeded . the 
21.st Division and was given the mission of spearheading the drive to open 0113 (see Annex H, 1st 

· Airborne~rigade ). Lead elements of the 21st Division arrived at Lai Khe on 10 April. The 1st 
:Airborne Brigade moved its command post to Chon Thanh on 11 April where its battalions had already 
· deployed. 

{b) Intelligence sources provided daily information concerning a definite build-up of major 
•enemy units around the An Loe area. B--52 strikes w~re employed extensively against these targets 

{see Appendix 6, ARCLIGHT Missions, to Annex C, Third Regional Assistance Command). Enemy artill­
ery fire continued to increase, and intensified during the night of 12 April. Civilian refugees 

. reported numerous concentrations of enemy troops, particularly to the east and southwest of the 
city. Observation aircraft sighted numerous enemy tanks and vehicles. Tactical air strikes were 

· used against these targets. Evacuees from Loe Ninh area dribbled into the city. A highlight 

i . 
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was the return of 50 men on ll April from the 2d Battalion, 9th Regiment. Also returning on sep­
arate occasions were the District Chief of Loe Ninh Subsector and his American Senior Advisor, 

-Major Davidson. 

{c) Elements of the 7th Regiment at Quan Loi were ordered to r eturn to An Loe on 7 April, 
.These element s successfully destroyed their artillery and evaded enemy forces ;for approximately 
36 hours bef or e arriving in An Ioc late on 9 April. _ US helicopters from the 1st Brigade, 1st Air 

,Cavalry Divis ion, continued to support the 5th Division by airmobiling the 8th Regiment(-) from 
Tri '.l'am to the city on 11 and 12 April, Additionally, the 1st Brigade provided CH-47 helicopters 
to transpor t supplies ·and evacuate wounded and civilian personnel, and flew reconnaissance and 
troop support missions with their "Cobra" gunships (see Annex K), 

{d) Also intens ifying during this period was enemy anti-aircraft fire. Due to these fires and 
the enemy artillery, pilots were forced to use An Loe soccer field as a landing zone rather than 

.the airstrip located to the north of the city. Preceeding the 8th Regiment]-) to An Loe was the 
5th Reconnaissance Company which was airmobiled from Lai Khe on 9 April, 

(e) Contact with enemy f orces also intensified, particularly northeast and southwest of the 
.city. ARVN soldie.rs and civilians submitted numerous r eports that the enemy was preceeding his 
,advance toward the city· with cattle and civilians to activate the mines and automatic . 8lllbushes. 
·implaced by defenders. Numerous reports from civilians alBo confirmed a large number of enemy 
tanks throughout the area. The Commanding General, Third Regional Assistance Command, reported 

,on 10 April that he observed approximately 200 enemy soldiers which had been killed by a CBU strike 
vicinity coordinates XT 7'.181. Civilians also reported seeing many enemy which had been Ulled by 
air strikes. 

{f) Troop dispositions for the defense of An Loe as of 12 April are shown at Figure D-4. 
,Strength figures for the same date are indicated at Appendix. 5, The stage was set for the first 
enemy attack. 

(3) 13-16 April ·The First Major Attack: . 

{a) First indications of an enemy attack were reported at Oll.5 on 13 April when security 
·forces located to the west and southwest of the city reported movement of sizeable enemy forces. 
At approximately o4oo hours, tanks and vehicles were reported moving generally to the west, 
northwest , and north of the city. At o435 hours, a C-130 Spectre aircraft engaged and destroyed 

·· ...4 trucks which were moving towarc. the city .from the west. At 0535, the enemy artillery intensi­
fied and the ammunition dump and roL dump located in the vicinity of the airstrip were destroyed. 
At 0550, trip flares and claymores located 500 meters east of the city were set off and additional 
tank sightings were reported. By o600 a heavy contact had developed to the west and Spectre was 
diverted from attacking a tank to provide close troop support for the 7th Regiment.· At 0630, a 
"Sundog" FAC r eported 20 tanks located in Tan Loi village (XT 7989). The main attack is believed 
to have- been 1aunched at o6oo hours, 13 April. : The enemy struck at the city from the north, 

•northwest, west, sout.hwest, and south. The primary thrust came from the north and friendly forces 
defending in that sector quickly withdrew in the face of the enemy tanks and APCs. "Cobras" were 
given authority to engage armored vehicles on sight, and tactical air continued to strike targets 

·which were located at a safe distance fro~ friendly forces. The enemy failed to follow up his 
armor thrust with an infantry assault and the enemy armor became isolated inside ARVN defenses. 

·AI.though inflicting heavy casualties upon friendly forces, the armor vehicles were soon sought 
-out and destroyed by "Cobras", M-72's, and artillery direct fire·. One T54 tank drove completely 
,through the city from north to south on QIJ.3, exited the south gate, and was finally destroyed 
by M-72 at that point. • 

{b) When the dust had cleared on 16 April, the ARVN defenders had yielded the entire north-
ern half of ·:,he city. The line of defense was quickly r eadjusted and is depicted on map at Figure 

·D-5. The most significant result of this attack is that ARVN forces held and that the enemy's 
1objectives were not fully realized. Loss of the artillery alll!!lunition dump and the northern portion 
of An Loe, however, later proved to be highly significant. The stage was now set for. the inten­
sification of enemy artillery shelling and use of highly sophisticated anti-aircraft weapons to 

· thwart attempts of aerial resupply of much needed food, ammunition, and medical supplies, and to 
evacuate wounded and provide troop replacement. _ An Loe was firmly besieged. 

D-7 



) 

) 

) 

(4) 17 Apz.-il - 10 May (The Shelling Phase): 

(a) Enemy armor losses during the first . atta ck totaled 23 vehi_cJ.es . Most were Soviet T54 
and PI76 tanks. (See Figure s D-6 thro·ugh »~17). On 14 ,April, th€ Senior Advisor, 5th ARYN .Division, 

, reported that reinforcements were badly need.ed. and t hat the situation :remained critical. Failing 
to achieve a complete tactical victory 13-16 April, the enemy tactic at this point was to com­
press ARVN defenders into as small an areo as possible, restr i ct movement, pr eclude resupply and 
medical evacuation and inflic t maximum _casualties and dest ruclion . Artillery was their weapon. 
Append.ix 6 provides a day-by-day account -of tbe number of incoming artillery at An Loe from 5 

. April to 25 June. 

(b) In response to a 5th Division request for reinforcements, III Corps directed that lead 
elements of the 1st Airborne Brigade be airmobiled southeast ·of An Loe vicinity coordinates XT 

.804864. These elements remained under control of the Brigade, which continued to work directly 
under III Corps. An artillery battery, consisting of six 105mm howitzers, wa s ~lso inserted with 
t~e Brigade Headquar ters at Hill 16-9, XT 790860. On the 17th of April, the 5th Division ·senior • 

. Advisor made the following report to CG, TRAC: 

Four days ago the enemy moved into An Loe with tanks. As a result, his 
forces now hold half of the city; The division is unable to retake lost ground. 
Yesterday, the northern 2-3 blocks_ of the city were destroyed by tactical air­
strikes. Last night the enemy reinforced his defenses in north An Loe end is now 
firmly entrenched with mortars and anti-aircraft artillery. Believe the enemy 
will get ·stronger in the northern part of town. 'l'hc 8lst Airborne Battalion 
(sent to reinforce) has not yet arrived and the city is now heavily ringed on 
3 sides with anti-aircraft guns. Believe that the enemy will use strangulation 
and starvation tactics - - - then attack in force. Enemy has made several 
infantry probes - all have been stopped by tactical ilirstrikes. The enemy has 
·an abundance of mixed mortar and artillery with no appa~ent ASR. The 
division is tired and worn out; supplies minimal - - c_asualties continue to 
mount - - medics.l ::;upplies and. cover.sge is low, Wou.o.ded a major problem -
mass burials for military and civilian - - morale at a low ebb. In spite 
of incurring heavy iosses from US airstrikes, the enemy .continues to persist. 

(c} · By 18 April, the 8th Airborne Battalion· -was in position to the south of An Loe. The 1st 
Airborne Brigade connnand post with supporting artillery along with the 5th and 6th Airborne 
Battalions were still located to the -southeast , vicinity of lij_ll 169. A map at Figure D-5 indi-

. cates all friendly _locat:ions as of 18 April. • It should be noted that 1st Airborne Brigade had 
, not been placed. under the OPCON of the 5th Division at this time. 

(d) Intelligence reports indicated the presence of 5 regimental:..sized enemy units around 
..An Loe. Casualties continued to D;1ount; only token SUflllies were recovered from air drops (this 
subject will be addressed separately under · "Logistks"}; • -friendly artille.ry was • nearly all des• 
troyed; and evacuation of wounded was next to impo'ssible ·since VNAF helicopters refused to touch 

, down and often sustained heavy losses when they did approach An Loe. 

(e) On 22 April, the enemy succeeded in completely scuttling the 6th Airborne Battalion 
· operating to the southeast; The lst Brigade CP and the 8th and 5th Battalions had closed ori 
positions to the south of An Loe the previous day. The airborne artillery battery had been com­
pletely destroyed in place by enemy attackers. 1be enemy had succeeded in isolating the battle­
field, Enemy forces now occupied the critical hil,ls to the sout:tr.rest and US fighter aircraft 
began striking those positions. The military situation at An Loe .on 22 April ,is best described 
by the ·remarks of the Senior Advisor, 5th ARVN Division, in his memorandµm. to the CG, TRAC: 

The last 24 hours the enemy increased his indirect fire almost 
to the point of bombardment. There is currently no change in the 
situation in the northern part of the city. The northeast corner is 
heavily fortified - unable to breach. 81st Rangers can-move in the 
northwest and scored well yesterday with. Spectre equipped with 105= gun. 

,· 
1- . I . 
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AAA is still vecy active. Airborne elements caused to divert resources to 
save remnants. 5th Airborne and 8th Airborne had solid contact south of An 
Ioc at approx:ilnately 1800 hours yesterday. Southwe·st a.qd west side of city 
was probed by eneazy- an two occa dons. Indirect fire increased at 0400 hour...s · this 
AM and still falls. Enemy enjoys observing no resupply - enemy enjoys lack 
of helicopters landing at this location. Come hell or high water, both 
should be accomplished. Logistics situation· remains the same. 

a. Enemy has definite advantage with respect to observation capability. 

b~ Enemy has us out-gunned with direct fire weapons. 

c. Want priority on Spectre with 105mm. 

·(f) Intelligence r eports indicated that the enemy was dispersing his units into anti-B52 
posture. Friendly elements were · conducting short patrols and confirming that enemy soldiers were 

, being killed by airstrikes. On 5 May, the 81st Airborne Battalion exchanged defensive positions 
with the 8th Regiment and was instructed to attempt to push north. 

(g) The tactical situation remained essentially the same until 10 May - neither side making 
significant gains nor sustaining losses sufficient in-magnitude to necessitate capitulation, 

• VNAF helicopters flew some successful troop r eplacement J1Ussions, but their losses in terms of 
• men and equipnent were heavy. Some wounded were also evacuated, but only the most able-bodied 

were capable of boarding the VNAF helicopters which, in most instances, refused to do .more than 
• hover momentarily. By consistently probing · on the vest side of the perimeter, the enemy managed 

to secure a small portion of a city block vicinity of where Highway 246 intersects with the peri-
1 meter road. The.enemy persisted .in that area and .eventually secured a full block (see sketch 
· map at Figure D-18). 

(h) Enemy weapons continued to shell the city in moderate quantities, Positive identifica­
tion was maue for the follow-1.ng types of projectiles: 

5'7'J!ml Recoiless 
6oimi Mortar 
61mm Mortar 
75= Recoiless 
81mm Mortar 

• 82mm Mortar 

100mm gun (tank) 
105mm Howitzer 
107mm Rocket 
120mm Mortar 
l22mm Rocket 
155mm Howitzer 

(i) Although positive identification has not been made, it is also possible that the 'N'/A 
, used J3Clmm artillery and l06nnn mortars, Projectiles were fuzed with quick, delay, and time 
: :fuzes. On three separate occasions, CS or tear gas projectiles were :fired in the vicinity of the 

5th Division CP. 

(j) A swmnary written by the Senior Advisor, 5th ARVN Division, on 8 May, has since proven 
• highJ_y accurate. This smmnary is quoted in part as follows: 

Enemy continues to shell An Loe with mortars and artillery. Mortar 
fire on the upswing; artillery possibly being reduced, . Enemy mortars targeted 
heavily against troop concentrations while artillery fire is directed 
primarily against the Division CP. Both mortar and artillery fire freely 
during resupply drops. Pleased to note that 23mm and 37mm anti-aircraft 
fire is almost nil. Enemy is resupplying most of his elements east of 
Route 13 from the north, Song Be basin an:! MRC-20 area. Forces west of An 
Ioc resupplied from the north and through routes from the 'Fish Hook.' 
Enemy repairs bridges overnight. Technique of resupply has improved con­
siderably. Internal problem exists here, however; uncontrolled distribu-
tion of canned goods due to limited available quantities and many hungry 
people (dog-eat-dog). Overall, rice is presently adequate, Water supply 
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is an ever-increasing problem. Most vehicles knocked out, hampers recovery, 
distribution, and storage of supplies. Overall, can't figure the enemy at 
this time . If' he is gone, he left a hell of an indirect covering force. If' 
he's utilizing an economy of force role, i t is working well for him, I still 
give · him the capability to attack if he so elect$. 

(k) On 9 May at 0145 hours, the defeniers of An Loe got their first clue that Surface-to-Air 
Missiles had been integrated into the enemy's arsenal (see Figure D-l9) , Following is the journal 
entry concerning this observation: 

''FAC reported seeing a SAM, Stinger said he t hought it might be a meteorite, 
Airborne and Spectre reported that is was observed falling while the 7th Regiment said 
it was rising. Note: Possibly a surface-to-surface rocket or incoming artillery 
round. · 

(1) The foregoing comment described the general situation at An Loe .prior to the second 
major attack which occurred on 11 May, The defensive posture of friendly elements is shown at 
Fi_gure D-18 and troop strength at ·Appendix 12, 

(5) ll-15 May ,The Second' Major Attack : 

(a) The second attack began on ll ·May with indirect fire which at 0030 hours had itensified 
to tne bOlllbardment stage. This artillery fire · remained at a high t~po until 0500. !!:he city was 
then attacked by enemy forces with primary efforts made in the west and northeast. Tb.is attack 
differed from the first in the following ways: 

1 Enemy artillery preparation was ·longer and more intense. 

2 The enemy attacked with both tanks and infantry forces, 

l SAMs were employeq _by the enemy. 

4 Most ARVN soldiers stood their ground in the face of enemy tanks and destroyed them with 
• the M{2 LAW. (Enemy tank employment was again amateurish.) 

(b) The result of this attack was that the enemy established saliP•,ts into ARVN defenses in 
' both the northeast and western portions of the perimeter. Figure D--20 graphically -portrays these 
salients. The NVA tactic during this attack .was to ·continue driving tanks and troops into the 
penetrated defenses in an attempt to expand their salients and eventually link up near the center 
of town, thereby se:parating the defenders into two encle·ves. The 5th Division Commander responded 
to this threat by moving the 5th Airborne Battalion from its J.ocation south of the city and assign,-

• edit a new mission of blocking the enemy in both the west apd northeast. This shift of forces 
served to stop the enemy in place. The western .salient was then methodically attacked t,y VNAF 
All Skyraiders using 250 lb'·bombs and the Spectre gunship using both 105mm. and 40mm guns. Due 
to the close prcximity of friendly troops in the narrow salient to the northeast, AlE aircraft 
were rarely able to attack that location, although a misplaced I.ORAN strike provided some 
unexpectedly close and effective support on one occasion~ The Spectre, however, was highly 
effective and served to contain the northeast penetration while inflicting heavy casualties by 

' its 40mm and 105 HE into the bunkered positions. Spectre also forced VC into the open where 
they ran into mechanical ambush sites or were taken under fire by M16s and ~9s. 

(6) 16-25 May The Stalemate Period: Enemy commanders had apparently realized by this 
, time that ·if their objective at An Loe was to be taken; they must counter tlie threat posed by the 

ARVN forces advancing from the south along QL13. Acco;r-dingly, troop contact·s in An Loe during 
• this period were significantly reduced. On the other hand, artillery fire ~swell ·as AAA fire 

remained heavy. Although the enei:ey activity within the two salients dwindled, ARYN forces were 
still unable to recapture these areas.- The VC fought stubbornly from bunkered positions. ARVN 

. patrols were initiated all around the secured area and reports of many enemy soldiers killed by 
: sir strikes began to flow in. The western salient was flanked successfully by elements of the 
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8th Regilllcnt. On one patrol, an element of the 36th Ranger Battalion destrqy~d apd captured a 
twin 57=· anti-aircraft gun mounted on a T54 tank chassis (probably a ZSU-5~/~J. lSee figure D-21 
and D-22). US and VNAF tactical aircraft as well as B- 52 strikes were targe~ed primarily against 
artillery and ant i-6i.rcraft sites. Air resupply was effective in general although a critical 
shortage of medical supplies continued. Care of wounded remained a major problem. 

(7) 26 May - 14 .June ARVN Takes the Initiative : . 

(a) Enemy artillery attacks continued but at a reduced level. Correspondingly, friendly 
casualties were also r <:duce:i . The 15th Regiment operating south of An I.oc remained under .heavy 
pressure and air assets were diverted from the city in order to provide better coverage to the 
south. Patrclling during the early part of this period confirmed 111any dead enemy soldiers, Enemy 
dead in ever-increasing numbers were also reported by civilians. Clearing operations were 
initiflted in the northern part. of the city as ARVN forces picked up an offensive spirit. Two • 
4 .2 " . mortars and ammunition were successfully air-drop:t,ed into An Loe on ·2 .June and put into 
operation, great·ly increasing friendly firepower. 

(b) On 8 June, the 6th Airborne Battalion, movi-ng from the south) linked up with its sister 
. 8th :Battalion. The .following day, elements of the 15th Regiment did likewise and a significant 
,milestone had been achieved. Also, on 8 June , the 1st Battalion, 48th Regiment, successfully 
• eliminated enemy forces from the northeast salient, taking only minor casualties while claimi.rig 
61 enemy KIA. That same day, a medevac mission was also i;ucces:;fully accomplished with great 
psychological advantage occurring to the defenders. A few SAMs were fired by the enemy, but 
each was an isolated, apparently uncoordinated incident . On 12 June, the 7th Regiment was 
successful in driving enemy forces from the western salient. The attack was sharply executed and 
cost the lives of several junior officers and NCOs. As .with the 1st Battalion, 48th Regiment, 
~riendly casualties were relatively low while - the enemy suffered 31 KIA and an additional 120 
dead, from previous action, were counted, Refugees were leaving An Loe by the · thousands and all 
but a few passed successfully through enemy lines ·south along QLl.3. On 13 and 14 June, a total 
of 1500 fresh troops were airmobiled to the city by US helicopters. Many of these men were 
replacements for uni ts alread_v in An Loe but the mejcrity were a;:;:;igned to the 18th ARVJf Division. 
i'he posture of the An Loe garrison on 14 June is illustrated at Figure D-23. The task organiza­
tion and troo_p strength is reflected at Appendix 8. 

(8) 15 June - 25 .June ·The Offensive Phase . : Incoming artillery continued to diminisl;l during 
thl.s period and on many days d-i:-opped well below 100 rounds. ARVN elements initiated offensive 

• operations by pushing out in PU directions. The 48th Regiment occupied Hill 169 on 17 June and 
. quickly observed several concentrations of enemy troops. Tactical air was used effectively against 
these troops and the enemy continued to sustain large numbers of casualties. Small contacts en-

' sued all around the city as friendly elements mopped up enemy bunkers and captured la.rge amounts 
of equi_pnent. On 18 June, control of the 1st Airborne Brigade reverted to III Corps and on 19 
June that unit was ordered to proceed south by foot, to vicinity of Tan Khai fire base (XT 766773) 
~or ~urther evacuation by air, Newsmen from ARVN and a major US TV network visited the city and 
doctors were sent to assess medical conditions. Rallier and. FW reports from both the An Loe and 
Tan Khai areas indicated that the enemy had taken large· losses and that many more were prepared 
to rally. On 24 .June, the 81st Ranger Battalion was airmobiled from Ari Loe as fresh troops -Crom 
the remaining units were inserted. This action concluded the significant events occurring during 

, thl.s period. Unit locations and task organization with appropriate .strengths as of 25 June are 
.indicated at Appendix 9, A map illustrating unit . locations is. at Figure D-24. A summary of 
major movements of ARVN forces to and from An Loe during the period 4 April - 25 June is shown at 
A:wendix 10. • • 

(9) For additional inf<?nnatio~ pertaining to the An l,oc Battles, see Annexes E, H, I, .J , and 

• b. Air Support Operations 

(1) Loc ·mnh - The suddeness of the attack on Loe Ninh precluded comprehensive advanced 
pl.annirlg regarding use of air asset&. Beginn:1:ng the . night of 4 April .we, l'AC coverage (US) 

·ris continuous until 8 April, with as many as three FACs on ·Station over I.oc Ninh during· peak, 
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periods. US air a·ssets were used most exclusively. Some VNAF air was employed in outlying areas 
, such as Hung Tam, Quan Loi, and An Loe; however, this was nat in direct support of the Loe Ninh 
, battle. 

(a) Control of air was coordinated by 9th Regimental Combat Assistance Team located in the 
• 9th Regiment Compound by the southwest end of the runway, ·rt is assumed that targeting informa­
. tion was passed to the advisors from ARYN sourc.es and t hen passed to the FAC. Most available 
air was coordinated by the 9th RCAT. On the 7th of April, the twc -man advisory team located in 
the district compound at the northwest edee of the runway coordina t ed many close-in strikes and, 
during a particularJ.,y critical period (app.toxima·tely 1200 hours, 7 April), strikes were called 
in directly on top of t heir compound. Spectre; Stinger, ana. Cobra gunships support was used 
d'fectiveJ.,y. The integration and coordination of airspace was left largeJ.,y to the FAC. The 
FACs performed admirably. All types of ordnance ~re employed, ranging from CBU-25 to MK82 

. bombs. All aircraft over t h':! Loe Ninh area were subjected to intense grouna. to air fire . This 
fire ranged from AK47 to 23nmi. The primary and most deadly ground fire was received from 51 
caliber weapons. • 

(b) US B-52 strikes were employed late on 6 April, primariJ.,y west of Loe Ninh and not as 
close-in defensive fires around the three fire bases, The sometimes va gue disposition of 

• frlendJ.,y troops outside.the fire bases precluded precise close-in targeting. · The precise effects 
of the US air effort are not ·known; however, from monitoring BDAs .from the ground advisory team, 

. severe personnel and material losses were apparentJ.,y sustained by the attacking forces. 

(2) An Loe: 

(a) Targeting: Targeting for all air _assets used in support of An Loe was accomplished 
primarily in the 5th .Divis i on '.IOC, Intelligence to facilitate targeting was received from a 
variety of sources including : evacuees from Loe Ninh, local civilians moving into An Loe from 
outlying areas , US helicopter reconnaissance "pink" teams, flash and sound ranging of·enemy 
indirect fire, on-the-grour.d and airborne observation of AA· fire, crater analyses, Spectre and 
Stinger electronic r.apabilit.jes , "URS" reports-, and co!lti:iaal bnttkf:i.e ld. surveillance by air­
borne forward air controllers . The above were also the soµrce material for recommending B-52 

, strikes. This targeting information was posted to the war operations map by the Commanding 
General and assigned a priority which was constantly upiated based upon assets available and the 
fluid tactical situation. The war map was staffed by two US advisors and the Commanding General, 
5th Infantey Division. 

(b) Clearance of Fires: On 9 April 1972, the .Province ·chief, Binh Long~ relinquished to the 
, Ccmnander, An Loe forces (CG, 5th Inf Div) the authority to coordinate and approve clearance for 
air stri~es. However, coordination was still maintained with province officials to minimize the 

. danger to local civilians. All ensuing air strikes, without exception, were cleared with the 
, Commanding General, and in the case of targets in close proximity to friendly troops, also by 

the commander in that zone. 

(c) Fire Control Lines: Fire control lines (FCL) .separating VNAF and US air were assigned 
. by m Corps. Initially, all areas J.ying to the north of the 76 E-W grid line were US .air .space. 
• Changes to the FCL were made periodically based on movement of relief forces from the south or 
to integrate VNAF air into An Loe air space for specific periods of time. An Loe forces 

, coordinated all air s.trikes north of the 76 grid to the Cambodian border. 

(d) Coordination with VNAF: 

1 Coordination with VNAF aircraft, spe.cifically their strike aircraft, posed no particular 
problems. Periodically, VNAF air was allocated grid areas north of the XT 76 line. The r.ir 
liaison officer,. present in the 5th Division '.IOC, usually had communication with supporting VNAF 

' FACs and strike aircraft. Frequently, during periods of reduced .US air assets, VNAF was allowed . . _, ., .. 
to strike targets in US air space. This coordination was accomplished speedily and effectiveJ.,y 
by the US advisor through the US FACs. Further, US FACs frequently controlled VNAF AlE strikes 
by communicating on either US or VNAF frequencies. The work of the VNAF fighter pilots was 
superb. During periods of intense AA fire, they continued to perform their mission and as a 
result took their losses. Collectively, they are worthy of cammenda·tion. 

l, • 
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2 Some problems occurred coordinating "VNAF only" grid areas for helicopter insertions and 
. evacuations. Several \'NAF missions were aborted by helicopter pilots because Tac Air was working 
or "visible" in that area. This was later rectified by working Tac Air (US or VNAF) at least 6 
km.s away from specified VNAF_helicopter boxes. Normally, these boxes were for specified periods 
of time , usually not more than one hour in duration , 

(e) Use of Forward Air Controllers (FACs): Du.ring critical periods as many as four FACs 
. worked simultaneously over An Loe. They were used primarily to control US tactical air strikes, 
, coordinate air space, perform visual reconnaissance, and coordinate aerial resupply delivery; 
· In addition, they frequently controlled VNAF air strike eircraft, flights of Huey Cobras, and 
sped.al aircraft such as Spectre, Stinger, and C-130 r esupply ships. Routinely, most or all of 

, the above missions were performed simultaneously, with excellent results. Considering the in­
tensive AA fire direct·ed frequently upon all aircraft over An Loe, these FACs accomplished 
virtually the impossible and should be leading contenders for the "most valuable player" award. 
Some problem areas, none a serious impairment for long, are mentioned below: 

1 Assignment of Strike Aircraft Direct to FAC by DASC: Caused problems in striking priority 
targets. FACs might not report the aircraft on station to 5th Division TOC control station so • 

, that the gr ound commander could optimize employment. Providing one COlll!lland apd Control FAC, in 
•contact with the TOC, whose sole mission was to sort aircraft and assign it to·a working FAC, 
· proved effective during peak operations. 

2 Establishment of Priorities Between FAC and DASC: Lack of Army communications with TRAC 
sometimes prompted apparently unilateral Air Force decisions regarding ground priorities . . The 
FAC was not a]J.rays adequately aware of the gr9und situation to ~nable him to allocate strike 

. aircraft . among ground commanders. The ground CQl!llllail~er or his informed representative at 
: higher headquarters must make this decision. The DASC must have a full~time Army representative 
present, fully cogntzant of the ground situation and· the tactical priorities set by higher head-
quart~rs. • 

) l FAC Desertion of Ground Commander: On a few occasions, when an aircraft went down, all 

) 

' FACs in the area, by SOP, reverted to distress procedures and broke FM contact with ground stations. 
Recognizing fully the need for speedy reaction · in rescuing downed airmen, immediate desertion of 
the ground commander by all _FACs is not an acceptable solution. A more satisfactory solution to 
this problem was implemented during the latter part of the campaign~ 

(f') Use o:f. Special Aircraft: 

1 Spectre aircraft were found to be a tremendous asset in close support of troops, 
•particularly in a built up area where the near vertical gun target line is needed for precise 
aiming. Spectre aircraft were responsible for breaki.ng up numerous . assaults before they got 
started. The aircraft's ability to destroy buildings and rout enemy forces within, frequently 
l.0-20 meters in front of friendly troops, was especially advantageous. The 105mm gun was found 
to be much in demand and extremely effective and accurate. During the hours of darkne~s, Spectre 
aircraft were the only close-in effective aerial system. Every An Loe unit requested J spectre's­
services. Transponder beacons assisted materially in the local employment of this aircraft in 

-marginal weather. Spect re should be developed further as a conventional part of the USAF limited­
. war weaponry, with light-weight beacons a part ·of WAllr<JC materiaJ .• 

2 Due to the relatively low working altitude requirements of Stinger aircraft, it was 
necessary to employ it alm_ost entirely outside of the mairi battle area in an area reconnaissance-

-targets of opportunity role. They were effective in this role. · 

.. 1 J. Targeting for B-52 strikes w:as accomplished by the· :,th Division TOC daily and forwarded. to 
Corps. The schedule of approved l!trikei: was received generally-by ·1800· hours for the follow - • 

• 1ng 12 hours. Close-in B-52 strikes were the rule during the two major attacks in April and May . 
. Same strikes were plotted a scant 8oO .meters from protected friendly troops. Though no immediate 
assessment could be made of their exact effect_iveness, all indications are· that the results ·· were 
devastating. Only on one occasion was a B-52 aborted because of danger to grouoa. t..roops.. This 

. ..,_,:.,_ .. .. . 
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strike was planned on the FSB in the southwest corner of An Loe during a period when it was 
· anticipated the FSB would be vacated. The strike was successfully aborted by US advisors through 

the FAC ten minut.es prior to drop. The only recurrlng problem associated with B-52 strikes was 
the necessity to clear all aircraft from the area twenty In:!.nutes prior to drop . During peak B-52 
drop period•s , many sorties of TAC Air were lost because their on-station time was inadequate to 
permit employment after being diverted by the B-52 warning. 

(g) Employment of Cobras: Cobras· flew many effective missions against enen:,y- armor and 
11ersonnel. They were particularly note;J. for ·their· accuracy in tir,ht areas when working at 

. normal altitudes. With the increase i n the intensity of 37=, 57IlllD and SA-7 e nti - aircraft fire, 
the ove rall effectiv~·ness of the Cobra diminished . \,,'hen forced to work at an altitude in excess 
of 3200 feet, accura cy was poor. Becaus-e of the close-in nature of targets at An Loe, survivabil­
ity versus results was weighed carefully. Li:mited use was made of Cobra gunships in May except 
in an escort role. It is felt that the role of the Cobra should ·be investigated further to 
determine its optimum employment in the highly sophisticated, mid-intensity type conflict which 
surrounded An Loe in late April and early May. 

(h) Employment of Tactical Aircraft: The A1E and A37 aircraft were found extremely well-
. suited to the type targets at An Loe. The close-in nature of the target and the extreme accuracy 
of delivery of these a ircraft were the prime determinants , _The F4 aircraft were normally less 
suitable because of its relative inaccuracy, altho~ certain crews ·were capable of working 

. extremely accurately when weather and marking· of friendly troops permitted. All types of air­
delivered munitions -available were used. Napalm and 250.-lbs MK81 bombs were particulary effective 
in town, in bunkers , and in close quarters within the rubber plantations. CBU 55 was particular_y 
effective against bunker complexes and troop copcent rations. TAC Air has been credited with 
destruction of up to twelve tanks i n An Loe. TAC Air was a major contributor to the successful 
defense of An Loe. 

(i) Air/Arty Coordination: Artillery coordination with air pro•red no problem. •The artillery 
FSC was 1.ocated in the 5th Division roe. Check fires to permit employment of eyir col,ll.d be obtain­
ed in seconds. InLe1·esti11gly, in spite of the multitude of enemy shells coming into An Loe, no 
aircraft damage was reported to be sustained ~rom_incoming artillery fire. 

(j) Skyspot and LORAN Aerial Delivery: Sk:yspot and LORAN delivery of ordnance was beneficial 
, during periods of reduced visibility.- Target lists were prepared and ·submitted daily to :JI.I Corps 
through ARVN channels. During April and May there was not a routinely ::atisfactory method of · 
informing forward elements· in An Loe as to time and 1.ocation of strikes. The result was frequent 
interference with working Spectre - or Stinger aircraft,. and same unneccessary duplication of 
strikes on targetsf. By the end of May, improved informa,tion was provided to the forward '.l'OC. 
These mishaps occurred which reduced confidence in this -period of employment: On 9 Jun, eight 

. .ARVNs were killed and twenty wounded from a misplaced I.ORAN strike. On 18 May, a LORAN-guided 
drop impacted at XT 760884 , killing four andvoundi,ng eight ARVNs. (The Spectre on station also 
found he had a 1 km navigational error). Again on 27 May, a Skyspot J.llanned for XT 760884 

- actually struck X'r 756847, killing five and wounding tNehty members of the 15th Regiment. 
Technical problems aside , better coordination of Sk:yspot and LORAN strikes with the ground 
commander would increase the effec~iveness of this system. 

(k) VNAF Helicopter Assets: Major criticisms have been voiced on the inability of VNAF to 
pull their share of the load, reluctance to land helicopters in order to pick up wounded, or 

. seemingly deliberate landing on the LZs where no wounded· waited. Some of this criticism is 
• well-deserved , but at times t.he VNAF helicopters performed,· admirab}i. Par-t of the problem stemmed 

from inadequate control of the LZs by divisional or attached units. Personnel frequently mobbed 
helicopters, necessitating drastic action by crew .members end . in same cases disa~ling the air­
craft. Greatly improved coordination between VNAF lin<l. ground commanders is needed. 

(3) For statistics pertaining to TAC Air, ARCLIGHTS, see Annex c. 

c. Artillery Operations: 
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(1.) Initial Posture of Artillery Batteries: TAB A to Appendix 1 indica tes locations of all 
5th Division Artillery batteries immediately prior to the Loe Ninh battle. Referenced inclosure 
reveals that ARVN artillery initially was not in short supp],Y. Following is a recapitulation of 
artillery assets located in the Loe Ninh and An Loe areas on 4 April: 

An Loe 1.55mm 105mm Loe Ninh . 155mm 105mm 

1 ~.,- ,.;Fire Base l 2 4 Loe Ninh 4 ,6-';(1 

An Loe 4 Loi Tan (~1obile) 4 

Quan Loi 2 Cam Le Bridge 2 4 
WTAL 2 ~ 

Hung _Tam 2 6 
WTAL ,- 2() 

(2) P..mmunition Status: llI Corps Artillery policy for· approxilnate],Y one month prior to the 
, offensive was tha t all batteries were to msint ai r! three basic l oads of ammunition within position 
areas. This policy meant that ·each 105mm batte ry l\.ept at least . 3000 rounds and a 155mm pattery 

.1500 rounds . This policy was stritt1y adhered to . · In many -cases, l05zmn -platoons were mainta in-· 
ing as much as 1500 rounds within their position areas. The numbe r of rounds fired by 5th ARVN 

.Division artillery during the periocl 5 April - J.O July are as follows: 

1.05nm: 28,821; 155mm: . ll,050; 4.2": 2,576 

(3) Enemy Tactics Against ARVN Artillery: 

(a) It became obvious very early that the NVA gave priority to the neutralization of ARVN 
•artillery. At Loe Ninh, the artillery base was the first to fall and the ammunition. storage 
area was destroyed very early. Prior to and irmnediate1y after the first att·ack at An Loe, ARVN 
artillery made signii'icant contributions in support r:,f friendJ.y f,::!',::es. To an effort to deceive 

. the enemy, howitzers were fre quent1y moved, Each move, however, was apparently detected by enemy 

. observers and, while friendly artillery continued to fire, it received a major portion of the 
-enemy's fire. Of the 1.05mm howitzers at An Loe, only one, positioned in a well constructed bunker 
. wi_th a pare.pet surviv~d the __ bomq?-rdment. Many_ _others were ca:p!ible of .firing direct fi re but lacked 
•ammunition . Much of the· ammunition positioned with the howitzers was destroyed, often destroying 
, the howitzer as well. In some ~.:istances, ammunition and howitzers -were inadequate],Y :pr.otected. 
·Efforts to resupp],Y artillery ammunition was discontinued in ear],Y May for two reasons~ 

1. Initial],Y, only a small percentage of the resupply parachutes actually landed within the 
.ARVN-secured area and, in many cases, served to resu.pp],Y the enemy. 

2 There were no trucks operable within An Loe, and incoming artillery fire lllade collection 
and distribution physical],Y impossible. 

(b) In many cases ' the 8llllllunition was quickly hit with enemy artillery and the ensuing 
, sympathetic explosions served as an additional hazard to the troops charged wi'th recovering other 
supply bundles. The few rounds of 8llllllunition remaining in early May were conserved .for use by the 
one serviceable howitzer during emergency situations. 

(4) Use of Mortars: The 60mm and 81mm mortars proved to be the mainstay ofi ARVN ground fire 
support throughout the seige. A wen·: i.mplaced· mortar frequently rnrvi v ed. . As with the 
artillery, ammunition resupply was a major problem and, for this reason·, mortars were fired only 
when absolutely necessary. Initially, a large percentage of ·the mortar ammunition dropped for 

.ARVN forces fell into enemy hands. Sanet:µnes ~allets of mortar ammunition detonated upon impact 
when parachutes malfunctioned which resulted in hyper-velocity landings. Distribution of the 
lighter mortar ammunition was considerab],Y easier than for the artillery ammun~tion .. 

(5) Reestablishment of Artill.ery Capability: In order to reestablish a token artillery · 

1 
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-capability, the following steps were taken: 

{a) On ll May, two 155mm howitzers were air-lifted to Ton Le Chon (XT 619632). These weapons 
were secured in an existing ranger camp. R_ange of the r1eapons permitted covera~e for the western 

,portion of the city (see map, Figure D-25). 

(b) On 18 May, the 21st ARVN Divis ion established FSB Tan Kbai_ (XT 776772) and the 155mm 
artillery at that location was also capc1ble of ranging the city. (See mep, D-25). Again, onlv 

-limited support fire was available since priority of fire was to elements of the 2:Lst ARVN Divi­
sion. 

(c) On 2 June, two 4.2" mortars previously air-dropped into the city became operational, These 
-two weapots added considerable punch to the fire support, but due to resupply limitations, less 
, than 100 rounds per day were usually available. 

(d) Later i~ June, after the volume of incoming artillery decreased, and with air drop 
, accura cie s and packaging greatly improved, 105mm ammunition was again introduced and the .stock­
pile of 81mm. and 4.2" was increased. 

(e) On 26 June, an additional 105mm Howit~er was brought into the city by VN.AF CH-47 heli­
•copter. 

(6) .Problem Areas: 

(a) Without attempting to oversimplify, the biggest problem faced by the artillery was the 
,enemy's ability to directly observe his fire while muc~ of the friendly fire was either unobserved 
,or directed at ' area targets. To f urther complicate the -problem of locating his artillery, the 
, enemy adopted the following technique s: 

1 Organized his artillery support in depth. 

2 Maintained mortars in rese·rve to replace those destroyed by B-52 and tactical air strikes. 

J Constantly moved his artillery, frequentJ.S employing single pieces. 

4 Utilized well-camouflaged firing positions. -

.2. Fired majority of rounds during daylight hours when muzzle flashes could not be observed. 

6 Fired from close-in mortar positions when the noise of .tactical jet aircraft tended to 
•obscure the noise of the mortar's muzzle blast. 

7. Positioned weapons on reverse slopes so as to deny friendly .forces the capability of 
. observing muzzle flashes and smoke. 

8 Refrained from firing when observation aircraft were operating in the immediate vicinity 
-of the firing positions. 

_2 Maintained such a heavy volume of fire that crater analysis was extremely dangerous during 
•the early phase of the campaign. 

(b) Lack of a Countermortar System: The ·AN/MI'f:t' 4 radar would not have provided a satisfac­
tory solution at An Loe. It is too large and, had one been located there, it is probable that it 
would have been destroyed in the early stages of the battle. Inability to locate enemy mortars 
.and artillery was the most important tactical and technical deficiency in the ground capability 
of the forces in An Loe. 

d. 

(1) 

Personnel Functions: 

Casualty Statistics: 
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(a) Enemy: Because of the 5th ARVN Division's method of maintaining records, casualty sta:: ,~ 
·'t1stics .are -availabl e only for the ·period 5 April-6 July. · '('See Appendix llt) 

(b) Friendly: Information concerning friendly casualties was made available for the period 
4 April - 1.'.7 · Ju1y. Although this time frame exceeds the Division's stay in An Loe by 7 days, 

· casualties during the period 12-17 July are negligible and the figures presented represent the 
-Division's losses du.ring the Binh Long Campaign (see appendix 2). Note that these statistics are 
pertinent only to organic 5th Division units. 

(2) Replacement and Desertion Statistics -During the period 4 April - 13 July, the 5th 
,Division reported the following 

(a) Desertions - l,7ll 

(b) Replacements - 6,o42 

(3) 5th Division Unit Commanders: (see Appendix 12). 

(4) 5th DCAT Personnel Who Participated in the Binh Long Campaign in the city of An Loe: 

NAME RANK SSAN Entered An Loe De:i2arted An Loe No of O:i;y:s 

Miller, William E. COL 426 28 5669 4 April 72 10 May 72 37 

UJ.Jner, Walter F. Jr COL 007 20 4378 10 May 72 12 July 72 64 

Benedit, Edward B. LTC 149 22 ll85 4 April 72 20 May 72 47 

Gunderson, Raymond E. LTC 215 38 9212 16 June 72 12 July 72 27 

.Borstorff, Allan R . MAJ 176 30 8687 4 Ap!'il 72 l l'.ay 72 2.8 

Ingram, Kenneth A. MAJ 236 58 6309 1 May 72 31 May 72 31 

Ruiz, Enrrique N. MAJ 478 30 2316 l May 72 5 June 72 36 

Skarupa, Ronald A. MAJ o4o 32 2682 20 May 72 l:. July 72 57 

Devis, Richard N. CP.r 466 58 5202 31 May 72 16 June 72 17 

9th RCAT Personnel {Loe Ninh}: 

Schott, Richards. LTC o64 26 1510 MIA 7 April 72 

Carlson, Albert E. MAJ 555 54 4oo6 MIA 7 April 72 

Snith, Mark A. CPr 545 66 3270 MIA 8 April 72 

lJlll., Howard B. Jr SFC 498 32 7314 . MIA 7 April 72 

Wall.iDgford, Ken.~ ~ SGT 261 90 3488 MIA 7 April 72 

(5) Morale: Morale 8ljlong ARVN personnel was as variable as was the tactical situation. The 
extremely heavy shelling and the inability to evacuate wounded until early June were the major 

·detrimental factors. The inability to adequately care for and evacuate the wounded sometimes 
· severely inhibited offensive operations. All c0lllll1anders and troops were fully aware that a 
, seriously wounded soldier who might normally recover might die in An Loe. An additional debili-
tating factor early in the campaign was lack of adequate supplies: fruit and meat, medicine, 
8llllllunition, and barrier materials. Fortunately, the resupply situation improved considerably in 

, early May. 
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(6) Medical Problems, Disease, and Sanitation: With hospital facilities destroyed, medical 
evacuation l.iJD.ited, lack of facilities in which to house wounded, and a shortage of medical sup­
p1ies, medical -pr<,blems were e normous. Adding to the .casualties suffered at the hands of the 
enemy we re numerous cases of sickness and disease in varyins origin. Lack of water posed a serious 
problem until the · reins ca'.lle in eu-ly June. Personnel were th~re.fore, unable ~o maintain even minimal 
standards of cleanliness. At times the i ntensity of a~tiller y fire caused personnel to urinate 
and defecate inside or at the entrance of shel ters. '.i'he ensuing accumulation of filth crl;!ated a 
haven for flies and other insects. Food was prepared in proximity to filth. Lime and DDT were 
air dropped and provided consider ab:1..e relief for these problems . Disposal of the dead was another 

-serious problem. It was necessary to resort to mass burials in relatively shallow gra ves . 

e. Logistics: There was no logistical resupply by the ·5th Division to its element s 
involved in the battle of Loe Ninh (5 April to 7 .April) nor was there any evidence of logistical 
shortcomings during that battle. All facts and figures i n this portion of the report relate to 
the GVN forces and civilian personnel in the city of An Loe proper during the period 7 April to 
25 June 1972. During t hat 80-day period, all resu:_ppl y to An Loe ..-as by air. Roads were cut by 

-enemy forces; no other LOC was available. During the ppriod, 4,130 short tons of supplies were 
delivered, mostly by parachute; 3,31!1 tons were recei ve,l and 816 tons were lost, damaged, or 
destroyed, mostly during the period 15 April to 4 May ciue to problems with low· level paradrops. 
(see Figure D-26). Mo.re than 93% of the supplies delive r-.~d were transported by US aviation assets, 

·primarily USAF C-130 cargo aircraft employing a variety ot parachute dej~very techniques. Although 
there were some extended periods when certain items were in short supply, logistical support for 
the battle of An Loe was satisfactory. • 

(1) Organization for Logistical Support: Logistical requirements for the 5th ARVN Division 
and attack units were consolidated at the division CP in An Loe and passed to the III Corps 

. forward command post at Lai Khe daily through G-4 channels . ·Binh Long Sector and elements of the 
1st Brigade of the Airborne Division (du~ing the time it waz stationed in the city) similarly 
collected and passed their respective requirements to the III Corps G-4 at Lai Khe. 1:'hese three 
separate requests were then consolidated and passed on to the ·central Logistics Command (CLC) in 
Saigon through ARI/N channels. Su:_pplies were made available from ARVN depot stocks and trans­
ported to Tan Son Nhut AFB. Through coordin~tiop with 1-'.ACV J-4 airlift, USAF C-130 assets were 
programmed on a daily basis. Cargo manifests were telep~oned through US channels to the TRAC G-4 

·coordinator at Bien Hoa, and in turn, to the lII Corps G-4 and the 5th Divisio.n G-4 Advisor at 
Lai Khe. ¥.anifests, mission numbers, and '.I'(}'.I's (encoded) were then passed forward to the 5th Div­
ision G-4 at An Loe through US aivisor channels. The 5th Division G-4 at An Loe was advised by 
the III Corps G-4 of the requests made by Binh Long Sector and 1st Airborne Brigade. Upon delivery, 
it became the responsibility of the 5th Division G-4 t o break down these supplies for all units. 
This cycle, from request to delivery, took three days, on day·one, requests were passed and orders 
issued by CLC; on day two, supplies were delivered· to the loading point, cargo rigged for air drop, 
and loaded on the aircraft; on day three, resupply 11lissions· were. flown. 

(2) Supply and Demand: Personnel strength figures used for logistical planning purposes were 
"1itially established as follows .: 8,000 ARVN troops, 2,000 PJ;'/PF troops (Binh Long ~ctor) and 
10,000 civilians for a total of 20,000 people. Although a resupply objective of 200 tons per 
day was established, it was rarely if ever met and proved t o be excessive, once experience factors 

nrere established. Actual dai+y d.eliver.ies over the 80-day period averaged 51 tons per day, with 
· an average of 41 tons per day being received and 10 tons :per day being lost, damaged, or destroyed. 
' Specific items requested were generally delivered . . This was verified by detailed statistical stud-
ies made over two separate one-week periods dur~ the operatio.Q_ ~ • 

{a) During the period 18-24 May, the total toD.ll.Bge requested by all three major headquarters 
in An Loe was a:pprox:ilnately 547 tons; during the same period _approximately 544 tons were deliver­
ed. There :, as particular disparity, however, between first priority items; 85 tons of specific 

: items were requested compared with 38 tons delivered. 

1 The study revealed that there was an extra delay of up to four days in the resupply of cer­
tain-items, specifically sandbags, OE 30, smoke grenades, and lime. 

2 Jbre than 70 tons of urrwanted small arms ammu.nition was delivered during the period. 
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d 
stJM.!ARY LOGISTICAL RESUPPLY TO AN WC 7 APRIL - 25 JUNE 72 

II 

DATES AGENCY Y.£ OORTIES 'IDNS DELIVERED 'IDNS RECEiml PROBABLE IDSS \ 

PHASE I 7-12Apr US:ARMY& CH47 42 147 147 
VNAF 

8-22Apr VNAF HU-1.B 11 5 5 

7-18Apr VNAF C-123 l2 195 195 
SU1l'IDTALS 92 301 301. 

PHASE II 15Apr-4May USAF C-130 65 845 47(Confinned receipt) 
IB(Possible recovery) 
278 567 

PHASE III 4-14May USAF C-130 82 622 515 107 

l5-27May USAF C-130 58 922 898 24 

28May-25Jun USAP' C-130 _29. 1440 1322 118 
SUB 'IDTAL 230 ~ 2735 249 

t:I GRAND TOTAL 7 Apr-25 Jun 477 4130 3314T 816T 
I 
w 
CX> 

Figure D-26 (Sumnary, Logistical Resupply to An Loe, 7 April-25 June) 
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(b) During the period 4 June to 11 June, a similar study revealed 422 t ons were requested 
and 463 tons were delivered. Again, however, there was a disparity -in- first priority items: 168 
tons requested vs 56.5 tons de livered. Lime and sandbags were among the,.items not delivered in 
sufficient quantities during this period, due to shorta ges in depot stocks; There were shortages 
in other items as a result of damaged goods. This problem is addres sed in paragraph (4) below. 

(3) Delivery. The history of the aerial delivery effort ·into An Loe breaks down into three 
generally distinct phases which evolved more by accident than by design. (See Figure D-27) 

.APRIL 1972 MAY JUNE 
7 16 19 14 30 25 
11 ltt tt tit t t t 11 t t t t t 1 t I 11 It 1 tt t I tit tit ttt t ft t ft t It t 11 t 1 It t I tit tit I It t t t t I 1 t I It I It t It It t t t t t ft I ft f I 

' PHASE I ' 
PHASE II ' 

PHASE III 

PHASE I US & VNAF CH-47; 42 sorties. VNAF C-123; 40 sorties. 
VNAF HU-IB; 11 sorties. TOTAL: 301 tons delivered; 
301 tons received. 

PHASE II USAF C-130; 65 sorties. 845 tons delivered; 45 tons 
receipt confirmed; 231 to.ns, possible recovery . 

PHASE III: USAF C-130; 29% tons delivered; 2735 tons received; 
294 tons lost, damaged·, or destroyed; 230 sorties. 

Figure D-27 Aerial Resupply phases. 

(a) Phase I began on 7 April and was characterized by CH-47 airlift, _low level C~l23 para-
.drops, and a fe~ HU-IB sorties. This was a joint US Army and VNAF operation . The Chinook effort 
totaled 42 sorties at approximately 3.5T each. Three US -Chinooks sustained ~inor dama ge from P...X­

ploding mortars in the LZ and one VNAF Chinook was destroyed by enemy fir e on 12 April. There were 
no further CH-47 missions until after the siege was lifted. Between 11 April and 18 April VNAF 
flew a total of 39 C-123 resupply missions to An Loe, dropping approximately 195 tons of supplies 
using low level paradrops techniques. C-l2j low level effort by VN.AF was terminated il.t 1700 hour_s 
on 19 April when, oi:1. the 4oth sortie, the aircraft wes shot ·down by enemy ground fire and craslied 
3 km southwest of An Loe. Phase I of the resupply effoit .ended · concurrently. No other VNAF row • 
level drops were attempted throughout the balance of the period · covered by this report. 

{b) Phase II ran from 16 April to 4 MBy. During this period, 65 sorties were flown by the 
7th Air Force (US) employing C-130 aircraft making low level parachute drops, both day ana ·night. 

-The technique called for a long (20 mile) approach over a vsriety of air routes at treetop level. 
About three miles from the DZ, the aircraft would climb to drop altitude (about 500 feet ) eject 
the load over the DZ, and drop back down to treetop level to make an escape. This technioue proved 
to be extremely hazardous, woefully ineffective, utterly frustrating, and counterproductive. 

1 Enemy anti-aircraft fire was encountered with ever increasing volume and intensity. More 
than bO,, of all airi:ra·ft flying the An Loe low level missions sus·tained bits from enemy ground 
t'ire. 

~ Eight hundred forty five tons of supplies were dropped, but 671, missed the DZ completely 
and could not be recovered. Attempts were made to d~stroy unrecoverable supplies and munitions, 
but e considerable portion fell into enemy bands. Intelligence reports confirmed that the enemy 
was recovering supplies which missed the DZ, were within their reach, and were not destroyed by 
friendly ail . 

J The average daily rate of supplies into An Loe w~ich were within the DZ and positively re-
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coverable, dropped to an average of 2 .3 tons per day. Possible r ecovery averaged an additiona l 
11.5 tons per day, wholely inadequate to sustain t he GVN forces and civilian personnel in the city. 

4 The Airborne Brigade, in an effort to relieve their supply shortages, began requesting VNAF 
C-123-sorties i ndepe~dently of the on going effort. At least fi ve such missions were flown in which 
supplies were dropped from 5,000 feet. Almost all bundles dri~ted into enemy controlled . 
territory. ·These mi."ssions by V!W were terminated after. it became evident that they were not suc­
cessful. 

2 Meanwhile .the US C-130 low level effort continued without much improvement . Two different 
drop zones were used (See Figures D-28'and D-29). At night they were lit with fires and, la ter , 
with strobe lights and bean bag lights. Some nights they could be seen by the FAC, ·other· nights 
they were obscured. Coordination between US advisors on the ground and the FACs controlling the 
C-130s was diffcult, Initially, all close air supporc was terminated so the Cl30 resupply ship 
could make its run, irrespective of the tactical situat ion on the ground. Even after the priori­
ties were properly set, the FACs were reluctant to dis c~ss any aspect of t he r esupply runs for rea­
sons of security. Codewords were used with increasing reluctance by FACs as their meaning became 
obvious. Moveover, the codewords were not always effective. The warnings either came too early 
and the spotters, who were posted to locate falling bundles at night, would tire of their vigil, or 
CB!Tle at the last minute without suffici ent warning . The low level drops were finally terminated on 
4 Uay 1972. During the 20 days of Phase II, 567 t on!! of supplies were lost and presumed in enemy 

.hands, three US C-130 resupply aircraft were shot down and several others were damaged. Thirteen 
eirforce crewmen were killed and at least one was wounded in this herioc but unsatisfactory effort. 

(c) Phase III began on 4 May and continued through the remainder of the reporting period. 
During this phase, the C-130 aircraft ma.de highlevel drops from an altitude .of approximately 9,000 
feet employing the .Ground RadarAir Delivery System (GRADS). Using the DZ indicated on Figure D-28, 
a computed air release point (CARP) was determined based upon the aerodynamic characterics of the 
payload and t he particular parachute configurations being employed, All parachute deliveries ~n this 
1>hase were either high velocity (1N) or high altitude low opening (HALO) using a tim~ fuse dereefing 
device , or a barometric (FIB) system. 

1, High velocity prov~d the most accurate delivery means employed in An Loe. 98 percent of 
e.ll supplies dropped landed in the DZ, compared with 91 percent using the HALO te6hniques and 33 
:percent using low level. On .a good drop, the high velocity technique resulted in a linear dis­
·:persion of 16 bundles on the grotL,d within an area of approximate~ 150 meters x 50 meters. In 
some cases the area wa.s as sne.ll as 75 x 50 meters. Occasionally, one or two of the bundles drifted 
outside the 150 x 50 meter area, usually when some of the load-was latP in ex~ting the aircraft. 

2 The accuracy of the drops and the tight dispersion patterns combined to give an added bonus 
of allowing pin-point distribution within the DZ, thereby simplfying distribution problems on the 
ground. Following the initial drop, a correction in meters was passed to the pilot through the 
FAC, for example-, IDRTH 100, WEST 200. Skilled piiots and navigators were able to incorporate toese 
corrections allowing · the point of impact to be moved with each pass as desired, Best accuracy was 
obtained With drops consecutively· at 10 to 15 minute intervals. Long delays between drops tied up 
air space unnecessarily and lead to inaccuracy due to atmospheric changes. 

3 The adjustment of successive passes into different locations within the DZ depended upon ad­
vanced notification of delivery times and cargo manifests. Advanced notice is essential for the 
:proinpt recove:y of specific items, and allows recovery crews and spotters to be forewarned. The sys­
tem of advanced notification and adjustments of TOTs used worked well, · Greater details on cargo 
manifests might have assisted in planning recovery and distribution. 

4 Parachute malfunctions are less frequent using high velocity drops than with HALO. Seven 
:percent of all high velocity drops end with a malf11nction of some sort as compared with 59 percent 
~ timed fuse HALO, and 49 :percent using the FIB system. Single parachute high velocity drops 

·result in fewer malfunctions than when two parachutes are invoJ.ved, . Statistics on a day-to-day ba-
sis, for HALO and high velocity drops, are in Appendices 13, 14, 15 , and 16. Since the high ve loc-

' ity parachutes deploy illlmediately after the lo~i exits the aircraft, and since 16 bundles were dJ:owed 
in rE.pid succession , one ms.lfur:cti cn sometime·s l ead to another as_ the faster falling load careened 

•·downward through the rest of the loads, tearing up parachutes o:f 'striking other bundles on the way 
down. There were 24 instances o:f loads disintegrating_ while in descent which are partly attributed 
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to this problem of the fast-falling malfunction. This prob lem might have been lessened if the 
spacing between bundles exiti ng the aircraf't were somehow increased. Theoretically, if eight 
bundles were dropped on a singl e pass, the spacing could be doubled without cha nging the dispersion · 
pattern on the ground. 

(4) Survivability of Cargo: The following items showed go.od survivability:· 

{a) Rice in bags survived a partial ma lfunction although much was lost to spi llage because bags 
burst on impact. Instant rice packed in cardboard conta iners survived without damage. 

(b) M-16 and M-60 amunition. The top two-thirds of a bundle survived a partial malfunction. 

{c) Although 81mm end 105mm artillery ammunition Eurvi ved well when both chutes functioned 
properly and a normal l anding was achieved, there were six occasions between 12 May and 25 June 
when 81mm mortar ammunition exploded on impact resul ting in sympathetic detonations lasti:ng for 
periods up to rour or f i ve . hours. The expl osiun r esulted when one or both parachutes failed to 
deploy. It is proved desirable that special attention be given ·t o rigging high explosive end that 
a single aircraf't not be completely loaded with HE. High explos ive a!!!!nunition should be div:.d.ed 
among several flights so as to reduce losses due to sympathetic detonations. 

(5) Recovery: , .. 

(a) During Phase II, recovery was extremely di fficu l t due to night drops, enemy fire and hoard­
ing of ~carce items. The 5th Division G-4 su~ervi sed t he recovery of all itP.ms during most of Phase 
Il and maintained listing of those items picked up by euch unit's recovery teem. Recovery operations 
were severely hampered by incoming artillery which the enemy._ timed to begin falling ten to fif'teen 
minutes after the supply drops were complete. As incoming artillery diminished, control of the 
recovery pr_ocess was enhanced. 

(~) Parachutes, A-22 bags, and .clevises were ·oot collected .until Phase III w:hen they were con­
solidated in a designated location. Recovery of serviceable A-22 ba~e however was very l-0w. The 
force cif loads expending aganist the sides of the bag upon impact tight ened the strap so securely 
that it was cut in order to release the load. Parachute recovery was fl l so low. Many- parachutes 
were torn on buildings, barbed wire and other obstacles. Others dis_appeared, later to emerge as 
clothing, hamQocks, and other articles. 

(c) Coo1;rol of the recovery process, however, improved considerably after 24 May due to in­
creased command emphasis, the physical presence of the G-4 on the drop zone, and the reduced volume 
of indirect fire. 

(6) Distribution: Practically all the vehicles at An Loe were renc ~red unserviceable by in­
coming a·rtillery (in the case of at least one vehicle, by a ton of canned peaches). Because of 
the lack of vehicle transportation, distribution was extremely diffi cult. Because of the arti llery 
environ.~ent, it was also dangerous. For th~5e r~asons large corrections were often requested in 
the computed aerial release point in order to effect the pin-point distribution describe·d earlier. 
By dropping cargo closer to the intended r f:' t::ipient, the labor and hazards inv-0lved in tre dhtriiiution 
process were reduced. This process would have been far more -effective, however, 1f the aircraft 
were loaded so that each carried a representative load of the tactical supplies deliv€red, rather 
than being loaded completely with food or certain types of ammunition. · This would have simplified 
distribution while at the sa.me time reducing the danger of sympathetic ammunition explosions._; 

(7) SU11Jnary of recommendations .. end unresolved problems: 

(a) Improved packing is needed for water, batteries, medicine supplies, and M-72 LAWs; Rig­
ging on all high explosive and POL should receive special attention. 

-{b) Aircraft should be manifested wit·h cargo that is representative of the. entire day's resupply 
to enhance distribution and reduce the likelihood of sympathetic detonations of high explosives. 

(c) Unresolved problems: 

1 How can the number of parachute mal:f'ucctions be reduced? 
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_g How can the A-22 bag be modified so as to :facilitate opening following impact? 

.J What can be done to improve the reliability of HALO systems? 

(8) For further information pertainin~ to the resupply of An Loe, See Annex C. 

f. Communications: 

(1) US Advisors: The AN/PRC-77 radio provided the necessary means of communication for all 
advisors in An Loe. In the 5th Division TOC three radio p.ds -were ruaintaim!d; the war net for 
control of air, an alternate -war net f or splitting control of air during peak periods, and an 
administrative net to the rear TOC at Lai Khe for both t a ct i cal support and administrative traffic. 
The admihiEtrative net had a secure capability. However , there was insuffici e,,t power in this mode 
for communj eating direct to Lai Khe. In mid April an airborne relay- was establi. shed which enhanced 
US communication with Lai Khe base. Two VHF line (ARVN) , were available between An Loe and Lai Khe. 
ThC'se lines were routed through a relay at Nui Ba Den mountain and except for periodic outages of 
short duration, satisfied all needs. 

(b) No total interruptions to the war net were experienced. This is singularly amazing, in view 
of the intensive shelling experienced. When antenna s were shot away or lead cables cut by shrapnei, 
there was always at lea $t one radio still commut.ica ting. On one occasion when a particularly accurat e 
shell severed both advisor antennas, the Commanding General 5th Division made his command radio 
available until necess_ary repairs were mad·e. Other uni t advisors used either AN/PRC :- 25 or 77 
·radios .for ·a ir control and -coordination with the TOC. 

(2) ARVN communications: No serious difficulties wer e experienced in communications. Long-Haul 
communications functioned.alJnost continually. The power furnished by one 5 KW generator was 
threatened on many occasions , by enemy indirect :fire ?Dd on others by shortage of :fuel; however, 
it mana ged to continue functionin g. Significant radio losses ~ere ex?erienced by ARVN units due 
to the intensive shelling. It seemed th~t these losses did not imp&ct to a great degree on oper­
ations because of the tight perimeter, thereby reducing the need for internal radio communications, 
Wire augm~nted radio to all command posts. Everything considered, ARVN communi cations systems were 
outstanding. 

(3) Communic!!tions Security: Both ARVN and US advise-r s frequem ly violated co=unic:::tions 
security procedures. A pc!'rtion of the difficUlty was the lBck of a mutually understood code be­
~ air and ground. The KAC 803 (Whiz wheel) available ·to ground advisors was not available to 
USAF FAC's until late in the campaign. 

(4) The III Corps communications system is discussed in detail in Annex C. 

g. Psychological Operation: It ·is difficult to comment on this subject at Division Level. 
It appeared to the US advisors at An Loe that there were unused opportunities to employ psychologi­
cal operations locally. Unable to listen to or understand Vietnamese radio broadcasts or to secure 
copies of leaflets which apparently were dropped :f'rom VNAF aircraft into the general area, the US 
advisors could not evaluate psychological warfare efforts. I~ was rare when the 5th Division CG 
commented on the subject. It is interesting to note that members of the 5th Division staff reli­
giru.sly l istened to broadcasts originating :from the National Liberation Front aa from a British spon­
sored broad ca st of unkxx:r.m origi:o ( possibly BBC short waye news). Both good and bad new$ and countless 
rumors passed quickly among the ARVN troops. 

h. Civil Affairs/Civic Action: 

(1) Civil Affairs: It was estimated that over 12,000 civilians were present in An Loe on 5 
April. Some managed to leave by varying means until 13 April when it was estimated that 10,000 
still remained. Groups of 200 or more repeatedly attempted unsucessf'ully to ~each Chon Thanh by 
way of QL 13, until approximately 7,000 comple_ted the trip in mid June. Those remaining in An Loe 
sought shelter as was available, most often i.n pre-constructed bunkers in their homes. Sol.diers 
and civilians shared food. The extent of civi.liap casualties is unknown. Existing control of the 
populace was exercised by province officials and is discussed in the report of the Province Advisory 
team (see Appendix 1, Binh Long Province, to Annex· J, Cords MR3). 

(2) Civic Action: Many incidents of inflationary prices ~or foodstuffs and luxuries were re-
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ported. Cigarettes in early May were retailing for 2000 piasters per pack and later in May for 3000 
·piasters. Until some control and distribution of food to civilians was set up in late May, civilians 
sometimes fought with soldiers over air dropp.ed supplies . Initially distribution was decid ed oy 
proximity to bundles, strength, and fleetnes·s of foot. Soldiers fought among soldiers, soldiers 
with civilians, and civilians among themselves. (On one occasion an American advisor transporting 
supplies was threatened at gun point.) For detailed coverage in this area consult Annex J, CORDS 
report. ' 

i. Summary of ~emy Disposition: 

(1) On 5 April ~he enemy initiated indirect fire att.acks throughout the northern position of 
the 5th Division AO. 

(2) Direct ground attacks were conducted against the following areas on 5 April: ' 

{a) Lai Khe base camp by the D-13 Sapper Battalion_. 

(b) Quan Loi base camp by the 272d Regiment reinforced with sappers. 

(_c) Loe Ninh compounds by the 5th VC Division reinforced by armor, artillery and AA units. 

(3) Road clearing operations on 6 A~ril between An Loe and Lai Khe hit road blocks in two 
locations: 

{a) The Binh Long RF forces at XT765727, -prc:bably by an element of the 7th NVA Division. 

(b) The 5th Recon Company and 8th Regiment vie XT 7953 by the D-9 Sapper Battalion and the 
101st Regiment. 

(4) Betw.een 5-7 April the 5th VC Division continued to · attack Loe Ninh. The E-6 Regiment 
attacked from the west and the 174th Regiment from the south. The 275th Regiment was ·held in resefve . 

(5) During the same time, enemy pressure was placed on the 52d Regiment west of Hung Tam and 
the 7th Regiment west of An Loe, prcbably by the 271st Rebicent of the ~'-!;h VC Division. 

(6) Also from 5-7 April steady enemy pressure was applied by the 272nd Regiment on 7th Re_giment 
elements at Quan Loi. 

(7) Between 10 April and 13 April two PWs were captured from the Si,snal Battalion, 9th VC 
Division and from. the 272d Regiment. These PWs stated that the 9th VC Division -..ould attack An Loe 
between the 13th and the 16th cof April. If the attack failed the enemy was to encircle An Loe and 
destroy it with indirect fire. 

(8) During this period (13-i6 April) a 21st Division PW identified the 7th NVA Division as being 
located between Chon Thanh and An Loe, with the mission of preventing the relief of An Loe. 

(9) From 13-16 April the 9th VC Division attacked An Loe, with the 272d Regiment attacking from 
the southwest, and the 95C Regiment from the west. The 9th VC Division .was reinforced by two tank 
Battalions from the 203d Armor Regiment, elements of the 42d Artillery Regiment, the 271st Anti­
aircraft Regiment, and possibly elements of the 2o8th Artillery Regiment. 

(10) On 16 April the 1st Airborne Brigade positions on Hill 169 were attacked from the north 
by the 141st Regiment. 

(11) From 21-30 April the 5th VC Division attacked Tri Tam district utili,zing the 174th Regiment 
and the 101st Regiment with E-6 Regiment in reserve. 

(12) During this period the 271st Regiment, possibly reinforced by elements of the 272d Regi­
ment, attacked An Loe from the west and made a ½ block -;:,enetration of that side of the city. 

(13) From 1-10 May the 5th VC Division moved from Tri Tam District to the Quan Loi area. A PW 
captured during this period indicated that the 9th VC Division Commander had been relieved for 
failure to capture An Loe and that tre 5th VC Division had been given the mission. 
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(14) Between 11~15 May t he 5th and 9th VC Division attacked An Loe. The 174th Regiment attacked 
from the NE the E6 Regiment from the east. The 271st Regiment attacked· fro□ the southwest, the 
275th Regiment from the west. These attacks were supported by armor from t he 203rd Regiment end 
elements of the 202d Regiment. Massive artillery support -was provided by the 2o8th and 42d Artillery 
Regiments and the 271st Anti-aircraft Regiment. 

(15) During thi s period from 16 May to 25 June, after failin g to capture An Loe , the 5th Division 
and it s regiments withdrew to Base Area 354 west of the "Dogs Head" to refit and then moved to north­
eastern Military Region IV. The elements of the 9th VC Divis i on withdrew fro~ An Loe to refit. The 
272d moved to the vicinity of Quan Lie, the 95C to the rubber area NW of An Loe , and -the 271st to 
Base .Area 354. • 

(16) Throughout this campaign the 7th ?NA Division continued to interdict QL 13 between Chon 
Thanh and An Loe. 

4. (U) Conclusions: ,. 
a. The intentions and capabilities of major NVA forces within striking.range of Military Region 

III were largely unr.:no,m and _severely underestimated prior to i;heir attack of early April 1SJ72. 

b. Considering the forces av-!1 ilable to the enemy in early April 1972, Loe Ninh was indefensible. 
with available ARVN and US resources . 

c. NV.A forces were, with certa in exceptions, well trained, proper1.y equipped and highly· dis­
ciplined. They were masterful in their use of indirect fire support, but their employment of tanks 
was ama-t;eurish. 

d. 'NV.A anti-aircraft weaponry constrained US and VNAF air operatidns, particularly helicopter 
operations. 

e. The Battle at An Loe was fought with massed forces, •intense firepower, and sophisticated 
equiIXDent on both sides, representative of a mid-intensity conventional w·ar situatiog. 

f. Orders issued by the 5th Division Commander ·in An Loe were tactically sound and timely. 

g. In general, ARVN forces fought extremely well under arduoos conditions against a determined 
enemy during the An Loe phase of the battl e. 

h. ARVN 5th Division units in An Loe failed to . construct and occupy suitable firing positions 
for artillery and failed to pro·ride adequately protected artillery and mortar. ammunition. 

1. The inability to locate and accurately target enemy mortars arid artillery was the single 
most important tactical and technical deficiency among friendly forces operating within and in 
support of An Loe. 

j. US air support was the predoixinant factor in swaying the balance of power over a numerically 
superior, well-equipped enemy force in the Binh Long Campaign. 

k:. The arrival of the 15th Infantry Regiment, 9th ARVN Division, in the area immediately south 
of An Loe on 17 May diverted major NV.A forces from continuing their presure on An Loe, and represented 
a major turning point in the battle. 

1. • The Binb Long Campaign was a major disaster for the NVA·. 

5. (U) Lessons Learned: 

a. Operations: 

(1) Intelligence networks must be improved if they are to provide early w&rning of major troop 
movements through towns and on main higg~ays in Cambodia. 

(2) .A high percentage of information furnished by prisoner interrogations proved to be valid. 
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(3) Personnel can usually survive and function during prolonged, intense artillery bombard-
ments if they follow standard procadures for digging in and construction of overhead cover. 

(4) Artillery and !llll!llUilition must be well protected againGt indirect fire weapons. 

(5) The !-f72 LAW is highly effective against T-54 and PT-76 tanks when it is used properly. 

b. Air Support: 

(1) A mid-intensity air defense enviroment . can degrade the effectiveness of the Cobra gunship 
in a close support role and can reduce.significantly the effectiveness of airmobile operations . 

(2) LORAN and SKYSFOT bombing techniques should not be used closer than 2000 meters from 
friendly troops. 

) 

(3) Differential experience l evels among ~ilots and FACs result in significant differences in • 
the effectiveness of tact~cal. air weapons systems. 

(4) Airspace coordination over an active battlefield can be effectively implemented by ex­
perienced FACs and ground commander working together and supported by reliable FM radio nets. 

(5) The FAC must have detailed current knowledge of .the _ground situation for optimum effect­
iveness. 

(6) Army and Air Force personnel at corps level must work closely toe;ether to insure that each 
el.ement is knowledgeable of the other's situation, capabilities, and limitations. 

(7) The &l'INGER aircraft is apparently qui_te vulnerable in a mid~tensity air defense en.: 
. vil'CJllent. 

(8) The B52 iR a highly accurate and effective weapon delivery system, can be safely eIP.ployed 
· wihtin e,oo meters of protected and warned .troops, and can be a key ingredient in the 'tactical fire­
power scheme. 

(9) The slower moving aircraft with "soft" ordnance are needed for close support of troops 
in contact with determined enemy when friendly artillery is limited. 

(10) The Cl30 Spectre is a particularly reliabl.e and ef'fective weapons system for cl.ose sup­
port, pinpoint target missions. 

e. _Logistics: 

(1) The HAI..O technique for air delivery of supplies resulted in a disproportionately high 
-number of parachute streamers, and high altitude openers, as compared with normal parachute funct­
ioning., The High Velocity methodlJ)r~ved to b~_~he most reliable technique. 

f ' '. . .•. • 

(2) -Resupply sorties which follow at 10 to 15 minute interval.s yield best results. The l.ead­
ing aircraft provides valuable wind data which succee<tlng navigators can use to correct release 
points if necessary. 

(3) MJrtar ammunition, M-72 LAWS, and medical supplies require special. packing and careful 
delivery if they are to survive when air dropped, 

(4) Detailed LZ planning, tight internal. security, and finn discipline among ground elements 
are essential. when air drops are used as the prime.ry mode of resupply. 

(5) Evacuation and treatment of wounded quickly becomes a prime consideration and b major 
, tactical. constraint during operations in relat:ively inaccessible or isolated areaa. 

6. Senior Advisor Evaluation:· 

a. General.: The 5th Infantry Division and attached units fought well enough over a prolonged 
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period to repulse a determined enemy force. The Bi nh Long Campaign c_a n be termed a major victory 
for the Armed Forces of the Republic of Vietnam, end certainly represented a major disaster for the 
North Vietnamese military and political structures. The 5th DCAT and other US advisory elements 
performed three important functions: (1) they provi ded expertise and communications capability 
necessary for effective use of USAF and US Army air support; (2) they pr ovided t hrough their pres­
ence a psychological backup for ARVN; and (3 ) they provided to the ARVN c=andcr s and staff a source 
of relatively objective assessments of ongoi ng operaiions as well as periodic advice on tactical and 
administrative matters. The first funct i on was t he most important followed close l y by the second, 
with the third having by f ar the least impact on t he outcome of t he battle. The pre-sence of the 
US advisory team was probably essential to the success ful battle at An Loe during April and May. 

b. Caveat Regarding Generalization: Observations made · and lessons learned in the Binh Long 
c Campaign may or may not be per:tinent t o other ARVN ope-rations. Gre ,t care should be· taken in 

generalizing from this campaign to any overall assessment. All factors in this particular battle 
field and strategic environment should be reviewed before making future plans or policies based 
primarily on the Loe Ninh-An Loe experience. 

c. 5th Division Strengths and Weaknesses: 

(1) The chain of command ~orked well. The CG's tactical orders were ~onnd end timely. The 
sold i ers performed amazingly well while under extret:ie enemy pressure for EJn exto ,ded period of 
time . The CG was his own staff in initiating concepts and plans but his staff performed coordinat­
tng functions well. Battlefield intelligence was proc ess ed well -and usually passed promptly to 
interested units and agencies. US air ru pport was intelligently er:iployed. Coo!,ecation wi th subord­
inate and adjacent units was excellent, t o include voluntarily sharing air assets with the regiment 
operatin(t-'to the south. New techniques Luch as us i.ng the experimental ·transponder beacons with 
Spectre aircraft were quickly assimilated . The CG l i s t ~ned to his subordinate comma·nrlers. Small 
unit operations were usually -well conceived. Tank-Ki l liug operations ;.rith- M72 and XM2 C2 were great, 
and 60 and 81mm mortars were usually effectively empl oyed. When artillery was avail&b le it was 
employed with care and precision. The CG was appropriately concerned with troop safety, .-personally 
approved all air and artillery missions, and coordinated ~ith provincial author i ty when frie~dly 
civilians might be a factor. The CG .passed relevent information to the US advi sory team and worked 
closely with them. Radi o commu.nications -with1n the division and to higher .head quarters were 
continuously outstanding. Restitution of divisional units was accomplished effectively after the 
campaign. 

(2) The Division cavalry unit faded away from unknown causes. The Division Artillery was careless 
· in protecting its guns and ammunition. Troops were initially eomewhat neglectful in providing them- , 
selves with all available over-head cover. Initially the. receipt, protection, and distribution of 
supplies was chaotic·. Recovery o:f air items was admittedly difficult tiut never was aggressively 
implemented. Control of personnel on helicopter landi~g zones varied -from totally .unsatisfactory 
to excellent, and improved with time but never should ·have been neglected. Firm command supervision 

.Pf' air dropped supply recovery .and landing zone activitie s was late starting. There should have 
been greater personal, physical leadership and on the spot f!Upervis-ibn .on the part of several senior 
commanders and staff officers. ARVN ·chain of conmend arrangements and UDit responsibilities, not 
through any particular :fault of the •Division CG, were sometimes e.moiguous and not clearly defined 
as they easily could have been in the An Loe area. Many simple ?ersonal sanitation technioues were 
long neglected. Psychological operations were not aggressively implemented. Radio communications 
security was seemingly often imsatisfactory, I say "seemingly" because o:f our extremely lim:I. ted 
familiarity- with the Vietnamese language. Coordination between ARVN and WAF was usually tenuous and • 
frequently non-existent. 

d. US Support: Support provided by the US Army and USAF was consistently outstanding. In­
dividuals were aggressive, technically competent, cooperative, and intensely dedicated to their 
tasks. 

e. Impact on Future Operational Capabilities: The Division acted promptly in integrating re­
placements and distributing material. M,st IIIBjor items of equipment lost during the campaign have 
been replaced. Many tools, repair parts, and acces·sories, some unimportant, but some such as anten­
na parts and :fire .control devices quite important have net yet been received. Generally the materi­
al readiness appears satisfactory. The more enduring detraction fro~ optimtun combat effectiveness 
is .the loss of.experienced junior officers and NCOs through death and wounds. It will be at least 
a f'ew months until unit cohesiveness is entirely restored. Division self-confidence is. high and 
the successful campaign gave the Division and ·probably the entire .ARVN an important psychological 
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} . bonus. The Cavalry Squadron and the 9th Regiment remain relatively unknown quantities. 

7. RECOMMENDATIONS: 

) 

) 

a. The comprehensive report of the Binh Long Campaign should receive w-ide distribution. 

b. Development of a system for locating e nemy mortars and artillery pie ce s should receive 
high priority. 

c. The first priority for future US advisory efforts with the ARVN should be the personnel 
system, the selection, development, and utilization of officer l eaders. 
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Appendix 4 (Task Force 52) to Annex D (5th ARVN Division) ·to After-Action Report, Billb Long 
Campaign. 

( _ !l ) 

1. (U) RJRPOSE: To provide an accurate accrunt concerning .the withdrawal. of Task Force 52 and 
-subsequent extraction of three US advisors. 

2. (C) DISCUSSION: 

a. :Background: 

(1) On 21 March 1972, Task Force 52 111oved fram Xuan Loe, long Khaob. Province, with an 
initial mission of providing security for 5th Division Headquarters (Forward) at An Loe, Binh 
long Province. The Task Force moved again on 28 March with the mission of conducting operations 
four kilometers north and south of Hwy LTL 17 and west of Hwy QLl.3 while·occupying two old Fire 
Support Bases(FSB) (North: XT 707997 and Soutb: XT716994) (Figure 4-D-l). 

(2) The Task Force consisted of the following: 

UNITS 
Hq, 52d Rgt (-) 
2-52 
1-48 
I&R Co, 52d Rgt 
C Bty, 182d Arty, 18th Div 
155 Plt, 5th Arty Div 
Engr Det (D-6 Bulldozer), 18th Div 
Sig Det, 18th Div 

TOTAL 

APPROXIMATE STRENGTH 
78 

309 
420 

60 
115" 

45 
3 

_2-. 
1039 

(3) Other unit dispositions included the 9th Regiment to the north (Loe Ninh) and the 
7th Regiment, 5th Division to the south. Respective AOs were not adjacent to that of · the Task 
Force. Security of Hwy QLl.3 remained the responsibility of B1nb long Sector. 

(4) Task Force Commanders were as follows: 

'.IT52: LTC THillH 
2-52: MAJ NGUYEN 
1-48: MAJ NGHID1 
I&R Co: lLT HAI 
HHC, 52d Rgt: CPI' NGOC 
C Bty, 182d. Arty: MAJ KHAI ( 'l) 

(5) Task Force US Advisors were as follows: 

SA: LTC Gill'GER 
DSA: CPr ZUMWALT 

OP SPEC: SFC WINLAND 

b. OPERATIONS: 

(1) There were no significant contacts made with enemy forces from 24 March to 4 April. 
Operations were conducted in the AO by rotating the 2-52 and 1-48 from FSB protection to operat­
ional areas (Figure 4-D-2). The I&R Co conducted continuous operations outside the two FSBs. No­
ticeable physical improvements were made co the bases to include strengthening.of perimeter berms, 
revetments for arty tubes, and overhead cover fer key bunkers and individual positions. On 2 
April, CPT Zumwalt and SFC Winland visited the 9th RCAT at Loe Ninh and DCAT at An Loe anc noted 
nothing unusual along the route. 

(2) During the early morning hours of 5 April an unknown NVA element walked into a . 
1-48 mechanical ambush three kilC!lleters NW of FSB North. Results of engagement were two friendly 
WIA and 15 enemy KIA, equipnent and documents (five pounds) captured. 

(3) Later that morning both FSB began receiving 82m1n mortar fire. Majority of the 
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rounds landed east of FSB North. Approximately 100 rounds of indirect fire were received during 
daylight hours; however, firing stopped st dark. 

(4) A previruslydispstched water truck returned to the FSB. • The driver indicated he 
could not proceed south at Cau Cam Le bridge (XT 723973) since m,y Q,Ll.3 bad been cut further to 
the south. A subsequent ARVN report indicated that a PF post between Loe Ninh and the FSB had 
been overrun. The 9th RCAT reported Loe Ninh under attack. 

(5) The tempo of activity increased on 6 April with both 1-48 sad 2-52 mald.ag contact 
vhile the FSB received an increase in indirect fire. 

(a) Farly in the morning 5th Division directed TF 52 to reinforce Loe Ninh with one 
battalion. The 2-52 was designated. 'While e=ou~e 2-52 made contact vie of RF LTL 17 and Q,L 13 
(XT 723994). Six hundred rounds of arty and mortar fire failed to clislodge the enemy. There 
vss no response to Vietnamese and US request for 3ir support. Although friendly casualties were 
light (two KIA), 2-52 returned to FSB when no eir support was provided. Also duri:ng early morning 
lst Co, 1-48, made contact with unknown size NVA ~crce in vie of X'i'. 665007. The company sustained 
two WIA while killing four NVA and capturing two AK ri.fles and a Chinese Telephone. 

(b) Fran early light until 2000 hours more than 150 rounds of indirect fire consisting . of 
82mm, 105mm howitzer and 122mm rocket were directed at the FSB. Counterbattery fire was used in 
all instances. The 82mm and 122II:l:L fire cal!le f:= the south while the 105mm came frcim the NW. 
Gunships and a C&C came up oa our frequeo ·cy alc:i~ • .. itl:: t· .. o gunships. Target~ and direction oi' 
approach were provided the pilot. The C&C rece!ved small a.nns fire frcm the SW and had to £Sin 
altitude. The pilot stated the Cobras needec. ?OL and 311 would return in approximately 45 ::ni.nute~. 
However, the fire team was diverted to Loe Ninb. according to a 5th DCAT advisor at An Loe. A 
second request was forwarded for any type of aircraft with a VR capability. A US Air Force FAC 
worked in the AO for a few minutes but was diverted to Loe Ninh. 

(c) A radio transmission received from TRAC Nui Ba Den r~lsy stated that DANGER 79 (Mi 
Ho111ngsworth) wanted s report from CORNISH (52d RCAT). He wanted to know "why in the hell can't 
I contact them". Knowing the CG was· on the ZI?PO "push" (9th RCAT) we contac·ted him only to be 
told to remain off freq. Shortly thereafter the CG directed CORNISH to go to another-frequency 
that was not so busy. CORNISH 81 (CPr Zumwalt ) p:ovided the CG a si.tuation report to include the 
resUJ?ply probl~m. Gener!!l !fo~swcrt~ t:::ld ;.::: to :±cc!t on the :::-esupply ag,iin and be would do the 
same. Changing frequencies again, we beari tee CG giving some harsh instructions concerning the 
type_ of air support wanted for ZIPFO (9th RCAT). 

(d) When the 5th DCAT was contacted concerni::g the resupply, Major (name unk) stated that 
the problem was being examined. LTC Thinh was ::.i:f'ormed of the conversat~on with the CG and he 
indicated that a request for air resupply bad been submitted. LTC Thinl.. also voiced co~cern about 
the enemy threat. He personally supervised the • .. ork of the bulldozer to include digging a large 
ditch outside of the perimeter for burying the dead. He did not envision their evacuation. 

(e) The 5th DCAT was requested to provide an AC130 Spectre gunship for the night, they 
directed we coordinate with the 9th RCAT. Tb.is had been attempted the previous night but the 
situation st Loe Ninh precluded its use. The s2I11e was true for 6 April. 

(f) At 2100 bcurs, COL Miller, SA, 5th DCAT, was appraised of the situation by LTC Ginger. 
Resupply was requested (155= and 105mm. ammc #as less _than 400 rounds). LTC Ginger asked COL Miller 
to discuss with his counterpart the possibility of TF52 moving to the north to reinforce Loe Ninh 
or withdraw to An Loe if Loe Ninh could not be rein:'o:::-ced. COL Miller was also info.nned that all 
requests for assistance appeared to fall on deaf ears. Additionally, some Vietnamese, in the 5th 
DTOC continued to tell L'JX: Thinh all air su~port ·was t0 be US, not VNAF. COL Miller assured him 
this was not the case and he would discuss with l::is counterpart resupply and movement of our force. 

c. SUPR)RT: 

(1) Tho: last supplies (Class I & V) were received by road on 2 April. On 4 April the 
Task Force bad approximately 2,700 rour:ds of 105= and 155mm ammo. The TF S4 requested Class I 
and Von 4, 5 and 6 April. LTC Thinh personally c3lled on 6 April and subsequently phoned the 
18th Div Cdr, COL Dao, that night. Follow-up #as ~sde by the advisors on each request and as 
prev:ku.;;ly indicated, the situation was brought to COL Miller's attention. 
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(2) US MEDEVAC support was exceptional. Requests were honored each day commencing 2 Apr. 
Commencing 5 Apr the PZ was changed each time to prevent the aircraft from being engaged by enemy 
fire. US MEDEVAC helicopters, painted a lustrous white, were nearly hit by indirect fire on 5 & 
6 .April. 

(3) Reporting was a by-word for the 52d RCAT. However, no . intelligence or related in:fonnation 
was received from the 5th DCAT. The primary US source came frcm monitoring the 9th RCAT radio 
frequency and requesting in:fon:iation frClll the TRAC Nui Ba Den relay. Two request:;were made for the 
evacuation of documents captured on 5 Apr.• Neither was honored. The Task Force's Order of Batcle 
books were not adequate for developing major organizations or unit designations frcm infonnation 
contained in the documents. It was believed the documents indicated contact with Dl3/274 Regiment. 
A subsequent check showed they might have been sappers assigned to El5/5th VC Div. The early ident~ 
i.f'ication of the presence of the 5th VC Div in the battle area could have been important. 

d. Evacuation of Fire Bases. 

(1) At first light on 7 Apr the FSB began to receive a heavy' velume~er ·accurate indirect, 
autanatic and small arms fire from the south and southwest. The 105mm howitzers were firing al­
most point-blank to the south while the 155mm howitzers and mortars were being used for counter­
battery. Radio monitoring indicated the compounds occupied by the 9th RCAT and District personnel 
at Loe Ninh were surrounded, enemy taclt.s had advanced to the perimeter wire, and the ZIPK> opera­
tor was urgently requesting help. 

(2) LTC Thinh stated that orders had been received tram CG, 5th Div to move south. LTC Ginger 
requested US Cobras and a C&C fran the 5th DCAT. The 5th DCAT confirmed the move and indicated 
the aircraft would be requested. At -0830 holl.!"s, the Task Force's vehicles, pulling ·artillery tubes 
and water tr&ilers moved east on Hwy LTL 17. The same enemy .position encountered on 6 Apr stopped 
the convoy before it reached the RJ of Q.Ll3 and LTL 17 (Figure 4-D-3), '.;.'he three rear vehicles, 
with same troops, managed to return to the FSB South. It is not known why the lead vehi~ l eE moved 
forward knowing the enemy was entrenched east of the RJ nor why all of the vehicles were not 
included in the convoy if the intent was to break through. --

(3) Shelling became more intense, A Vietne.n:ese soldier wounded by fragmentation-was blinded, 
bleeding heavily, and crawling aimlessly in a continually e~osed position. Despite the heavy 
incaming fire, SFC Winland left a secure position and r~n :owa!"is the sol:i!~r. 1.:. inc=ing mortar 
rou..'ld knocked him down and slightly wounded him, Winland proceeded to the soldier, moved him 
to a bunker and ad:ninistered first aid, • 

(4) At 0900. hours the order was given to CG, 5th Div to destroy equipnent and move south on 
foot. The 2-52 continued to hold the FSB North and fire the mortars, ~e volume of enemy indirect 
alld direct fire increased, At that time there were approximately 17 wo-....:ided men occupying the 
bunker, Tbe doctor, who was pre'liously in the convoy, started providing treatment, He also in­
formed CPT Zumw-alt that he had observed the enemy escaping to the north with three 105mm howitzers 
towed by trucks and had sighted a tank, After con:firming the loss of the three artillery tubes, 
CPT Z1.IIIIW'al.t reported it. The tank was never confirmed, LTC Thinh indicated a VNAF C&C was on 
the way for him to control withdrawal of his forces. Tbe aircraft drew fire and departed, The 
US at An Loe cocfinned orders to destroy equi~ent and to move by foot, FAC, fighters, C&C and 
Cobras were requested again, No reply was received. 

(5) With individual weapons, extra water, t-wo AN/PRC-25 and KY-38 the US advisors prepared 
to move east along Hwy LTL 17. Elements of the l-48, returning to the north FSB from a southwest­
erly direction, were instructed to be the lead element followed by the Task Force Headquarters 
and the I&R Co, Tbe 2-52 was to hold the FSB North and become the rear guard, 

(6) Destruction of equi:pment was .not ccmplete. There was little artillery a=unition left 
that could be used by the ene!!!y, Only fa= 105= rounds were noted. Communications vans and 
other vehicles were pUl!lped full of holes by small arms fire (Figure 4-D-4), 

e. Withdrawal: 

(1) The Task Force moved along Hwy LTL 17 departing the road approximately 8oo meters from 
Q.LJ.3, proceeding in a southeaster~- :lirection. En.route some of the previously ment ioned vehicles 
were noted as not being destroyed. In lilr.ited time available the three advisors punctured t he 
gas tanks and radiators of four vehicles, About 30 minutes later, while the majority of the Task 
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Force was in the jungle, the enemy coul.d be seen crawling over these abandoned vehicles (See Figure 
4-D-5). 

Vehicles 58 Trailers r 16 
155mm Howitzer 02 105mm Howitz,er, o6 
Mortars (81 & 60mm) 08 Other Crew Served Weapons 16 
Individual weapons 374 Bayonets 475 
Protective Masks 688 lli.oocul.ars 21 
Radios 101 Field Phones o4 
Switch Boards o4 Generators err 
Flack Vests 717 Tents 18 
Individual rations 5,404 Rice 13,241 Kilo~ 
Gasoline ll,450 (Gal) Ml.6 Ammunition 312,000 Rounds 

KYrE: Not included are losses for Signal and Engineer Detachments and the ~tillery Platoon, 
5th Division. 

Figure 4-D4 Estimated 
F.quipnent Losses for 7 - 10 April 1972 

(2) Once 2-52 closed on the lead elements of the Task Force, the troops began to bunch-up. 
I.TC Dien, the Regimental XO, was requested by LTC Ginger to spread the force out. Ll'C Thinh in­
dicated that LTC Dien and the Regimental s3 (Maj Khoi) woul.d accompany the 1-48 aod that the US 
Advisors and the TF Commander would go with the 2-52. 1-48 attempted to move south, but made 
contact and stalled. Troops began to bunch up again. I.TC Dien wa·s again informed that unless 
he maintained order, provided a lead element, flank security, and a rear guard the enemy would 
cut us to pieces, He attempted to get other officers to have their personnel spread put. 

(3) The 5th RCAT (SNOWBALL 67-unk person) was contacted. He was appraised of the situation, 
air support was requested and finally, a few choice words for failure to provide support were ten­
dered to him by the RCAT SA. Then, LTC Ginger switched freqs and contacted DANGER 79. A situation 
report was provided the CG as follows: "Failing same t:rr€ of artillery_ or air support, I thought 
the troops would pam.c and the majority of the force ·wou.ld be lost." His reply "You hang in 
there son and I'll get some damr, support up here." His subsequent transmission to either 
DYNAMITE 6 (:00 McGiffert) or sw;.,"BALL 53 (COL Miller ) was: "Call back to (unit station), get some­
one off their dead ass and get that boy same help up there. Get Red.leg and some fighters.'.' . 

(4) 1-48 attempted to move to SE and ran into a three-siaed ambush astride QLl3 (Figure 
4-D-51). Forward elements panicked and started running to the rear. As a resul.t soldiers from 
all units were intermingled. Some soldiers continued to refuse to hold their positions. SFC Winland 
am LTC Ginger yelled at them and the Regimental s3 fired his M16 over their beads. Indirect fire 
YBS falling to our rear. This came in as airbursts because of the trees. The 1-48 soldiers that 
had remained in the RC111e Plow area were also taldng a large volume of indirect fire. 

(5) A few moments later, LTC Kotas, DSA, 18th DCAT, came up 011 our frequencies. COL Dao 
was with him. LTC Kotas wanted to know the ad-.risor's status. He was instructed not to attempt a 
landing at the firebase since it had been evacuated. LTC Kotas acknowledged. CPr ZU111Walt tried 
to talk to him again but there was no respcnse. (Someone told him to clear the 5th DCAT Command 
net .) 

(6) LTC Thinh asked again for a US C&C and Cobras, He was told the fire team bad been re­
quested. He stated that the situation was dangerous. Acknowledging his evaluation, LTC Ginger 
informed him that unless they managed sCI:1e kind of organization and moved the unit woul.d be dest­
royed. He asked which way to move. The SA' s reply ·..ras: we should try to break through to the 
south since it provided some concealment from the ambush site astride l'fq, · Q.L 13 and the i-48 
could fix the enemy. If this failed, an attempt · shoul.d be made to attack through the 1-48 and 
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move to the SE, 2-52 was making contact in the south while the discussion was in progress, 

(7) To the SE friendly arty was firing in the vicinity of the .PF post at Cau Cam Ie (XT 723 
973), Sane of the ro=ds were impacting on the southern edge of the ambush site, Obserring the 
fire, LTC Thinh passed instructions to the 1-43 and 1&R Co Co=anders, Having given the order to 
move and noting some reluctance on the part of personoel in the 1-48 and I&R Co, LTC Thinh started 
val.king SE through the RC!l!e Plow area ac~Oir.panied by the three Advisors. (Area was open with the 
exception of small undergrowth, fallen trees and tree stumps. It probably had been plowed eight 
or ten months prior.) As they approached a fallen tree, about 100 meters east CJf the near tree 
line, other men began to move forward. 

(8) I:mmediate:1¥ the area was engulfed by direct and indirect fire. S=e of the indirect 
rounds contained a non-persistent tear a~ent, Two enemy soldiers ran ~orward placing aimed fire 
on the troops less than 75 meters from ~s. LTC Thi.!lh, an excellent shot, killed one. A B-40 
round exploded in the dead-fall, One frie::d.ly soldier was killed immediate!¥, CPT Zumwalt was 
hit in the jaw, knocked to the ground, and was bleeding heavily. LTC Thioh and LTC Ginger received 
slight lacerations, LTC Dien bad a bead ~ound, LTC Ginger took the radio from CPT Zumwalt and 
told SFC Winland to ad.minister fi.!-st aid, 1".oments prior to b~ing wou..cded CPT.Zum-..raJ.t received 
either one or two transmissions from DYNAMITE 6. Zumwalt tur:ied and inquired: "Who is DYNAMITE 6? 
Is he a FAC? This guy kee_ps asking detailed questions about us, Can't he see we are _getting our 
ass kicked?" Zumwalt never used the radio again, • 

(9) DYNA.MITE 6 inquired again about the advisors status, B'.z McGiffert requested to know it' 
all advisors were in the same locale. When he was provided an affirmative a·ns-.. er, b.e stated a 
DUSTOFF was requested and all US Advisors would go aboard. When queried concerning my counterpart 
he stated that if LTC Thinb. still had a fig~ti.JJg unit he shouli remain on the ground. B'.z McGiffert 
further stated the CG had directed the evacuation of all advisors, His last statement was "I'm 
going up north now but will be back". The SA aslted him not to leave without pro<1idi.ng some 
support. Later an affi=ative answer was given to LTC Dien's query about the MEDEVAC being on 
the way, When LTC Thinh was informed all three US advisors must bo"ard the aircraft, he looked 
at LTC Ginger but said nothing, 

(10) Two AlE fighters began to bomb the tree line ea~t of Q;L 13 and the Task Force Commander 
and the advisors moved forward to another fallen tree, To the south black smoke could be s~en in 
the vie of the Cau Cam Le bridge (XT 722973 ) , A s:lbse~uent radio meszage from a US FAC indicated 
the bridge was afire. Then, as if in a Ft Be~..'.llcg dress rehersal, elements of the 1-48 began to 
use fire and !llaneuver to brealt through the ambush. 

(ll) While eoroute to the n~xt fallen tree the US advisors spotted the RCAT interpreter 
(SG Tong) who had disappeared ear•.y in the =rning. He was with a small group of stragglers, Also 
nearby ~as the wounded XO of the 2-52 (CPT Ftu). The interpreter was told that the MEDE'fAC 
would take only wounded personnel and the remai!lder would have to get off their behinds and move 
forward, The advisors continued tc move to another dead-fall about 25 meters from Hwy 13 (XT 719 
983} (Figure 4-D~6). By this time, the majority of the troops had pushed through the ambush site, 

f. Extraction Attempts: 

(1) At approximately 1400 hours another radio message stated the MEDEVAC helicOl)ter w:is on 
the way but it could not be located visually, 

(a) SFC Winland called out for LTC Dien, but there was no response. (LTC Dien had been 
manning in the same grcu:p as the advisors until the latter stoppe_d for CPT Phu.) It was later 
determined that LTC Dien's body was dropped o~ tte north banlt of the Suoi Tcnie ~rou (KT 723976). 
SFC Winland wanted to mcve i=ediate:1¥ throu5h the ambush less it block out with:!xawal, He was 
informed all advisors were directed to remain in the area, If they did move ict~ the tree ·1;ne, 
the MEDEVAC Helicopter would probably have to oe changed for one equipped .it~ a jungle penetrator 
thus delaying the evacuation. SFC Winland t==ed his attention to assisting CFT Zumwalt who con­
tinued to bleed heavily, However, the pros acd cons of moving remained surfaced and were frequent­
!¥ discussed, 
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(b) The surrounding area grew relatively silent and sane of the stragglers began to IIIOve in 
the same direction as the main body. Several of the Vietnamese wounded began to cluster at the 
advisor's position. At this time it is estimated that the Task Force's KIA, WIA, & MIA exceeded 
150. Exact enemy losses remained unk; however, nume:-ous bodies were noted, 

(c) A US FAC came on station with two fighters inbound. Two additional fighters appeared 
to the south and started bombing north of the Cau Cam Ie bridge. The FAC stated the two extra 
were VNAF, Radio contact could not be established -and the US fighters could not work until the 
others cleared the area. The FAC was infonned that friendly troops were in the area and if 
possible, warn the VNAJ' fighters, (It was later detennined that same personnel of the Task Force 
were injured and thereafter, the units broke up and .E&E to An I.oc in 10 to 12 men groups,) 

(d) At 1430 hours the initial MEDEVAC helicopter attempted to land. The pilot never made 
radio contact with CORNISH el.ement. Du.ring descent the aircraft received a heavy vol.ume of fire 
frcm the tree lines and had to depart the area. 

(2) Du.ring the ensuing hour, the area around the advisor's position continued to receive air-
• strikes, Between 1530 and 1600 hours, a second MEDEVAC attempt was made by DUSTOFF lll, piloted 
by LT William Johnson, 283d Med Det. This time the lustrous white aircraft (DUSTOFF lll) and Co­
bras were sighted to the north, The aircraft commander was given a situation report: "location; 
OSCAR three (CPI' Zumwalt) . is badly wounded and continues to bleed; there are several wounded Viet­
namese with us and they will probably rush the -aircraft when you land; our posit ion is still ~ur­
rounded; one 51 Cal MG is located in the NE and one in the SW; position will be marked by smoke; 
aild believe the best approach would be from the_cortb." When instructed to do so, the last smoke 
grenade was thrown, As DUS'IOFF ll1 descended, it was initially engaged by automatic fire from 
the north and east. Subsequently, it was engaged or:. all sides by a heavy V'OlUllle of small arms 
tire when it reached our general. vicinity it appeared the ai rcraft had been hit and would crash; 
how-ever, gaining altitude, it passed over the 51 Cal MG position to the SW. 

(a) DYNAMITE 6 asked another person on the net to switch "pusnes", LTC Ginger gained only 
a part of the conversation but it sounded like he said it was too dangerous to attempt another 
extraction that aftern.:>00. The FAC stated he hadn't monitored the conversation. 

(b) Between airstrikes two Vietnamese stragglers attempted to move to the SE but were turned 
back by enemy fire. The enemy circle remained cl.osed thus blocking the escape route, 

(c) The Senior Advisor asked the FAC to contact SNOWBALL to determine. if there would be anoth­
er rescue attempt, Io the interim the FAC contir:.ued to coordinate airstrikes whil.e conc;:entrating 
fire on those 8I'!!IS where rescue aircrafts ~ad received heavy automatic fire, varied ordnance was 
ll.8ed, It is difficult to believe that the NVA could exist after such bombardment. 

(3) At 1700 hours the FAC indicated the area would continue to be softened-up and another 
.MEDEVAC attempted. The surrounding area was burclng in numerous pl.aces and the visibility was 
poor. An AC 130 Spectre Gunship came on station and placed accurate fire to the east and west of 
friendl.f position. Radio contact was made with DUSTOFF 107 (Piloted by CW2 Robert L. Horst, 283d 
Med Det) and the aircraft commander was informed of the situation on the ground, The pilot stated 
the approach would be over the tree l.ine from the east. At 1730 houxs a red pen f)..are was fired 
and DUSIDFF 107 approached from the east, L'.K: Ginger jumped up in the middl.e of the road waving 
his hands. Apparently not being seen by the aircraft crew, the helicopter continued in a 
westerly direction. At 200 meters east of t±e n~ tree line and 15 to 25 feet al.t.itude it drew 
a heavy volume of fire, The aircraft appeared to stop in mid-air. It turned nort b-#est and made 
its departure generally along t he same route as the approach, and drew fire from the tree line 
to the east. When the aircraft departed, both SFC Winland and LTC Ginger jumped up and waved 
their arms. Again the aircraft crew apparently did not see them. 

(a) Another helicopter was seen i:l the north. The Senior Adviser was unable to make contact 
having forgotten about switching the _radio frequency to prevent compromise if ext raction had been 
successful and the radio was left behind, 

(b) Several minutes later the FAC indicated that the advisor's only hope was a Jolly Green 
Giant, He was asked to dete:ntlne availability, A few minutes later he sta t ed it would take two 
hours and forty-five minutes for one to get on station. After waiting another hour the FAC stated 
the request had been cancelled since the Jolly Green Giant could not be used at night. 

4-D-11 



g, Night: 

(1) Af'ter learning the Jolly Green Giant ;;as cancelled the advisors attention was focused 
on: anticipation of bei!lg overrun; utilization of air cover; an F.&E pl.an; the wounded; and 
possibility of another extraction attempt. 

(2) Fran 1700 hours, 7 Apr until 0830 hours, 8 Apr, al.ternating AC 130 Spectre Gunships 
provided cover. As each gunship approached the area the FAC released control to LTC Ginger for 
direction and pa.ttern of fire, General location ;ras provided and a strobe light used for homing 
purposes. Each Spectre pil.ot was cautioned to ill:form us immediately when a "fix" was obtained 
110 the light could be er;inguished, Norma~ ti:.e pilots would il:!d.icate when the in.fared system 
had "locked-on". Only the 20mm and 40mm weapons syst=s were utilized with the 1.atter being used 
more extensively, because of accuracy. FL--e was adjusted in and out (25 to 1200 meters) around 
the position using a horseshoe initially and a circle later. The word "Bullseye", denoting dan­
ger was given once. 

(3) At 2015 hours, COL Miller coctacted the FAC and directed that he could not work south of 
Cau Cam Le bridge, because friendly troo~s ;,ere F.&E and their specific locations was not k.nowJ,/, 
Additionally, he inquired about the ~css:bility of using the gunship on targets aro!lDd An Loe and 
the abandoned fire base. The FAC sa~d tte RCAT situation was more precarious than An Loe and pro­
posed the AC 130 continue to provid~ them as~~stance. LTC Ginger informed the FAC that if the . 
situation permitted the Spectre coU:.d work o~ ?3D. 

(4) The friendly position star:ed receiving small arms and indirect fire again. After the 
gunship worked-over the area both tfi)es subsided. Thereafter, only sporadic fire was heard until 
contact the next morning. - ~--. 

(5) Several radio transmissions were made concerning any future evacuation plans. At 2100 
hours SNOWBALL 67 was queried and informed that t-wo or three hours of darkness were needed if F&E 
was necessary and no future extractio~s ;rere ple=ed. He stated he would check; however, no reply 
was received. At 0100 hours, 8 Apr SilOWBA!.L 5;A (LTC Benedit) was contacted, Relating the pre­
vious conversation ,rith SU)WEALL 67 LTC Gii:.ger asked why no reply had been recei•red. He stated 
that SNOWBALL 67 was off duty. At 0200 hours, LTC Benedit stated t he decision had not been made 
by TRAC to attempt a first light pick-up or one later in the morning. He was informed an early 
decision was essential. At this time LJ."°'C reneilt also provided: radio contact had b~en lost with 
ZIPPO; Quan Ioi (XT 8190) was lost; a cre--nan on the second MEDEVAC attempt had been wounded, 
and the pilot had been killed on the third attempt. Three hours 1.ater LTC Be11edit ·inquired as to 
why the advisors didn't F&E. He also ind.icateq ';hat there would be no first light pick-up and 
any attempt to be made would occur after 0900 ~ours. LTC Ginger chewed him out fo~ not responding 
sooner. He apologiz_ed, Re was asked if someone was afraid to wake up one of the Generals. He 
said he couldn't answer that question. LTC Bened.it was appraised of the F.&E plans, but not the 
direction. (This had been a frequent discussion topi~ with SFC Winland throughout the night to 
inc.lude means. to destroy the codes and KY 38.) Events overcame any attempt to ~s-cape. 

h. Enemy K:>vement: 

(1) Prior to first light the advisors and friendly Vietnamese (apprax:lmately 15) moved about 
25 meters west of the road to a large dee~all. There was su...~icient room underneath the ·deadfall 
in which to slide CPr Zumwalt thus pro·riding same overl:tead cover. However, there was not protec­
ion for the remaining personnel. Soir.e protection would be. afforded from small arms fire coming 
from the west but not the east. 

.,,.-=- ' 
(2) At 0530 hours one of the Vietnamese poi!:ted to the north, said ''Ve",, and j1lll!ped' 'to the ·west 

side of the dead:fall. Fifty to 60 men were moving south along Hwy 13. Everyone was told to keep 
quiet while about nine passed the position. SFC Winland prepared to fire. CPr ZU!ll"~alt raised up 
and pulled his ,45 Cal pistol. He was pushed and told to "shut up". Whispering into the mike, 
the Senior Advisor informed the Spectre pi.:.ot of the situation and requested a heavy ·rolume of 
fire on the road; the aircraft started his northern leg, and to deliver fire 50 meters ea~t -of 
the road. The fire was perfect. The enemy troops began to break ·both to the east and. west of 
the road with about a dozen moving toward the advisors position. SFC Win.land spra~g to his feet, 
yelled "I'm not going to be taken ali·re - those bastards are heading for us" and atte!llpted to 
fire. The weapon mis-fired. On the second atte.r::pt he killed seven to ten. Two of the Vietnamese 
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also fired. The majority of the enemy troops fled into the direct killing zone of the AC 130. 
An estimated 40 were killed by the gunship fire, 

1. Successful. Extraction: 

(1) Fran o630 until 1030 hours the •urrounciing area was subjected to intense bombing and 
strafing by .friendly aircraft. Ordnance included heavy 500 pound and CBU bombs, napa1lll, 7 ,62 
rockets, 20mm and 4<m cannon sod MG fire. Twice cease fire had to be given because rocket and 
ca!lllon fire was delivered on the end of the deadi'all, These were the only instances of in­
accuracy. 

(2) At 0800 hours the FAC observed t-"'o yellow trucks loaded with personnel to the north of 
RJ Q.L 13 and LTL 17, He requested SNOWBAI.L's permission to fire since personnel had weapons. 
Political clearance was not given. These vehicles never ventured south of RJ' during the next 
three hours. 

(3) Instructions were received that THUNDER 6 (LTC Casey, 3d Bd.e, 1st Cav) would come up on 
our "push" and direct the extraction. When radio contact was made,. he was requested to withold 
instruction until 15 minutes pI"~or to evacuation in the event radio transmissions were being 
monitored, LTC Casey stated a big "show" was in store and when finished all personnel would be 
l.1:t'ted out of the area by two small and one large helicopter. In a subsequent conversation he 
vas provided: location; how the position would be marked; the location of automatic weapons; 
an~ in the event all personnel lost consciousness from the non-toxic agent, the KY 38 had been 
marked .for removal and SFC Willland's arm would be placed through the suspenders of the pack 
containing the set, 

(4) Between 1000 hours and 1030 hours CBU's were dropped on both the tree lines to our east 
and west followed by a non-toxic anti-personnel agent being released in the Rome Plow area by A37, 
The agent panicked the friendly troops. Within 200 meters five NVA came out of their holes, less 
than 30 meters an NVA soldier raised up and was :d.lled. Prior to dropping the non-toxic agent 
I.TC Ginger inquired if it would cause CPr Z=alt to hemorrage. Assurance was given that it 
would not. Al.though the agent burned the skin, eyes, and lungs, none lost consciousness, 

(5) About 20 minutes later two Vietnamese in civilian clothes came down t'irom the north on a 
Honda, They slowed up when friendly Vietnamese hollered at them, The first thought was to kill 
them, However, since no weapons were visible, they were allowed to pass. 

(6) The extraction area would be considered a pilot's nightmare, All three tree lines were 
burning in addition to numerous spots in the R=e Plow area. Smoke lowered visibility. The pi­
lots were required to use protective masks because of the anti-personnel agent. As subsequently 
learned, one 51 Cal MG to the SW had not been put out of action but op,,,ed fire, Further the 
WH-6 combat configuration pennits a maxjJ!lum of c-.i;o men, not nine. 

(7) Although same difficulties developed over the Vietnamese talking, moving, and a.ttempting 
to smoke during the night, their actions were one of helpfulness prior to the rescue. Between 
airstrikes, the two not wounded crawled around 111 the field to procure from the dead, water, 
ammunition and a medical kit. The meager findings were offered by the Vietnamese to the . Americans 
prior to personal use or by fellow countrymen, An array of NVA weapons were also presented to 
the advisor.s. It was apparent they considered their sur•Tival hinged on the US e.fforts to 
evacuate the advisors. In spite cf reassurance that sufficient aircrafts woul.d be available to 
resc~ everyone, disbelief was noted, 

(8) It was equally difficult for the advisors to believe the next rescue attempt would be 
~ore successful than those on 7 April. SNOWE/l.I.L had been requested to drop water and Sl!!!llunit­
ion ilf the attempt failed. The will to ::-esist preYailed; however, tempers and anxiety surfaced, 
Each cursed the heat and the debris from the bomb and rocket blasts, CPr Zumwalt continued to 
ask "how much more time?" SFC 'ilinland was angry becai.:.se I refused to delay an airstrike while one 
of the Vietnamese searched for more water. Each ~an had lost sufficient body fluids to diminish 
noticeable perspiration. The SA could not visualize the N'/A permitting us to remain there since 
it blocked their advance along Hwy Q,L 13. 

(9) At approximately llOO hours instructions were received to fire the pen flare and get 
ready. One I.OH-6 followed by a second made a tree top approach from the east. Both aircraft were 

_j , 
I 
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engaged by enemy fire. The first ·IDH-6 twirled in the open field and again in the center of QL 

13. SFC Winland carried the KY 38 and assisted CPI' Zumwalt into the aircraft while LTC Ginger 
tried to destroy the AN/ FRC-25. While runni.cg toward the first aircraft a second IDH-6 apprca­
cbed. The third aircraft was never observed. After loading CPI' Zumwalt and t he KY 38 SFC Winland 
moved to the other side of the helicopter acd bopped in astride the gunners ammunition box. The 
aircraft was piloted by CPT John D. Whitehead and crewed by SG Raymond F. Waite, 3d Bde, 1st 
Cav Div. SG Waite pulled LTC Ginger toward the aircraft holding h:iln by the suspenders. At this 
tilll.e the first I.OH-6 was mobbed by friendly Vietnamese. SG Waite attempted to disloge them f rcm 
the aircraft while CPT Whit ehead executed numerous pedal turns attempting to gat n altitude. Event­
ually the aircraft managed to achieve about 60 to 8o feet in altitude. 

a. The second IDH-6 (piloted by lLT David E. Riply, same unit) fiying at an altitude of about 
70 feet and on the east had Vietnamese in the aircraft and banging on the skids. Subsequently the 
NVA's fire hit the three Vietnamese hanging onto the helicopter's skids and they fell. 

b. In the vie of XT 723974 NVA troops standing· in the middle of the road placed accuarate 
fire through the floor of the passenger CO!llpartment. SFC Winland was seriously wounded by metal. 
fragments and by AK 47 row:ds. CPI' Zumwalt pointed to bis face and hands and then to SFC Winland 
indicating locations of latter's wounds. The slipstream was blowing Winland's blood and it could 
not be determined if the source was SFC or the pilot's. The aircraft continued at a very low 
altitude in an area known to be enemy held. 

(c) Although the number of men cli~ing to the skids was ·unknown they' continued to pull 
LTC Ginger's feet off the skids. After landing at Chon Thanh Airstrip (XT 7662 ) it was determined 
that four Vie t namese were hanging on to LTC Ginger and the aircraft skids, A Vietnamese ambulance 
was available for the estimated nine Viet~amese rescued. As ·for the three US advisors they were 
rwihed to two other he::d.copters and fl.own to 3d Field Hospital via 3d Bde, 1st ..Ud Station. 

3. (C) Problem Areas: 

a. Problem: Lilll.ited dissemination of intelligence and intelligence related. information 
frcm higher to lower headquarters. 

Discussion: During the period 5-7 April, intelligence and related information w,s prilll.erily 
obtaiued from monitoring the 9th RCAT reilo frequency, 'IT 52/52d RCAT were never informed of the 
PF post at Cau Cam Le bridge being evacuated nor of the circumstances surrounding the withdrawa_l 
of the 7th Regiment on 5 April. The prcblem was ccmpounded by the lack of interest in procuring 
the five pounds of documents captured on 5 April. A detailed readout could have produced valuable 
Order of Battle and possibly insight to fut=e NVA pl.ans. 

Affected E.QS: TRAC, III Corps, Division. 

Recommendation: That higher headquarters utilize the spot reporting system to insure time­
liness of infonnation t6 su_pported units. 

b. Problem: There is a lack of authorized rescue and recognition equipnent issued to RCAT 
personnel. 

Discussion: During period 7-8 April 1972, the following equipnent was utilized for recog­
nition and evacuation_at t=pt : AN/FRC-25, smoke grenades, pin flares, strobe light, mirror and 
b8llllllock (as a panel marker ) . With the ex=e:rticn of the radio and smoke grenade, all other items 
were obtained on a "scrounge" basis. Curr-=: nt:y MAr;</ issued survival kits do not contain the 
essentials. From a practical point, the =all radio and marking panel issued pilots ~re equally 
suitable for advisory persol'.ll!el. The strobe light was invaluable in providing FAC and AC 130 
Spectre Gunships a specific location. 

Affected HQ.S: TRAC & MACV 

Recammendatian: Emergency equipnent issued advisors be examined for adequacy and ample type 
and amount be issued each advisor. 

c. Problem: Lack of communication equipnent at 5th DCAT (Fwd) • 

• I 

/ ,. i 
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Discussion: Ioitia~ the 5th DCAT at An I.oc had ocly the capability to monitor on frequency. 
Numerous messages were passed on 5 and 6 April via TRAC Nui Ba Den Relay to 5th DCAT (REAR ) and 
then to An I.oc. On 7 April the situatian becl!llle more critical. when numerous additional subscribers 
entered the Command Net for information and/or instructions. This was especiall.:rtrue when the 
al.ternating FAC and gunships were required to utilize the command frequency to contact the RCAT. 

- .:.: .:.. 

Affected HQS: Division 

Recammendation: Provide sufficient cCIIIIIIWlication equipnent to :maintain a minimum of two can­
:mw:lication nets. Utilize a logistical net for subscribers passing non-operational traffic, 

4. (U) Special Areas: 

At one time or ·anot her during 5-8 April there were numerous impre.ssionable events which 
warrant praise. 

a. The determination of Ki Hollingsworth and :00 McGiffert to provide air resources to insure 
interim survival. until rescue could be accomplished, 

b. The sacrifice of CW2 Robert L. Horst. A man the three US advisors never knew, but gave 
his life to save theirs. 

c. The demonstrated professionali= and teamw-ork by the FAC, and pil.ots of the rescue air-
~ts, fighters, AC13O, Cobras, and C&C. 

d. The extreme accuracy and timel.iness of the numerous aerial delivery systems. 

e. The will. to resist, desire to live, .and comradeship of CPT Zumwalt and SFC W'inlsnd. 

f. The leadership of LTC Thinh. On 7 April when all else failed, his movement forward in 
the Rane Plow area was the key factor in breaking through the ambush. 
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Ann.ex E (18th Infantry Divis1ouj 

l.. (U) PURroSE: 

To provide a historical account of the actions involving the 18th Infantry Division during 
the BINH LONG Campaign from 5 April 1972 through 25 June 1972. Information was derived from 
journa.ls, reports, private conversations and interviews with numerous Vietnamese and u.s. military 
sources. 

2. (C) INTRODUCTION: 

a. In March 1972 intelligence reports indicated heavy enemy movement and massing of_forces 
in Cambodia opposite Tay Ninh, Binh long, and Phuoc long Provinces. There were also indications 
the 274th and 33d "NVA Regiments ·were moving elements toward Phuoc Tuy Province. On l April the 
24th and 271st NVA Regiments (Independent) conducted a diversionary attack on FSB Pace (XT 075877); 
Tay Ninh Province. During the night of 4 April, Binh Long and Phuoc Long Provinces reported 
nlllllerous harassing attacks; On 5 April elements of the 5th NVA Division attacked loc Ninh 
(XU 725085). 

b. The 18th Infantry Division, as a mobile reaction force, had previously been committed 
. throughout Military Region III and Cambodia to conduct spoiling attacks and counter enemy threats. 
In late March elements of the 43d Regiment were positioned in Hau Nghia and Binh Duong, and the . $2d 
Regiment had displaced to Binh Duong, Bien Hoa and Binh Long Provinces. The remainder of the 
divisional forces were employed in Long Khanh, Tay Ninh and Phuoc Tuy Provinces, and the Capital 
Mi.lltary District (CMD) (Figure E-1). • 

3. (C) DISCUSSION: 

To counter the enemy threat, III Corps directed numerous moves of 18th Division forces. The 
43d Regiment (-), Corps reserve, was deployed to Cha Ray, Hau Nghia Province (XT 513257). The 
regiment subsequently dispatched 3-48 to Tri Tam District, Binh Duong Province (XT 489459). The 
1-43 remained in CMD based on a long standing order for it to provide security for Saigon. The 
48th Regiment deployed 2-48 to Saigon to partially fill the void of the departing Airborne Brigade. 
The 48th Regiment(-) remained at long Giao, Long Khanh Province (YS 4396) to counter any threat 
from the 33d NVA Regiment. As a matter of interest the_ 48th Regiment was the only regiment in the 
division to convert to the three battalion concept directed for 30 March implementation by JGS. 
Like the 43d Regiment, the 52d Regiment had a battalion (1-52) attached to CMD. Subsequently, 4-52 

· was attached to the 8th Regiment, 5th Infantry Division at Tri Tam. With the 52d I&R Co, one or- . •- -
• ganic battalion (2-52) and 1-48 plus artillery (C Battery, 182d Artillery Battalion) and €ngineer 
elements, TF52 cmmnenced deployment to Hung Tam, Binh long Province (XT 707997) via Lai Khe and 
An Loe on 21-22 March. See appendix I, Task Organization. 

a. Binh long Province: 

(1) Hung Tam (4-7 Apr): Task Force 52 consisting of 1031 Officers and enlisted men, occupied 
two FSB at Hung Tam on 28 March. The mission was to conduct operations north and south of Highway 
LTL 17 and West of Highway Q.L 13 (Figure E-2). 

(a) There were no significant engagements until 5 April when 1-48 ambushed a NVA element (Dl3/ 
274 Regiment) killing 15 enemy and capturing five pounds of documents. On the same day the FSB 
started receiving indirect fire from 122mm rockets ·and 82mm mortars. On 6 April 5th Division di­
rected TF52 to reinforce loc Ninh with one battalion (2-52). Enroute the 2-52 made contact .in 
vicinity of RJ Highways LTL 17 and Q.L 13 (XT 722995). When artillery (600 of 2700 remaining 
artillery rounds) failed to dislodge the enemy and air support could not be obtained, the 2-52 
returned to the FSB. Throughout the day the FSB received heavy indirect fire to include 105mm 
howitzer. Although casualties had_ been minimal until 6 April, resupply was critical; es_pecially 
class I and cla ss V (artillery and mortar). No surface resupply bad been accomplished after 2 
April and an airdrop was pending . To insure .a water source, the 52d I&R Campany secured a portion 

· of the small stream to the west of the FSB. 

(b) During the early morning of 7 April, the FSB was subjected to intense indirect fire 
followed by ground probes from the west, southwest and north by elements of the 209th, CT7 WIA 
Division. While the remaining art illery and mortar ammunition was being expended in counterbattery 
fire, the 5th Division directed the Task Force to move by vehicle to An loc (XT 7588). The lead 
vehicles were engaged by the same elements that thwarted the 2-52 on 6 April, at the RJ of LTL 17 

E-i 



) 

and Q.L ]3. Being given a subsequent order to destroy equip~ent and move on foot, the TasF- Force's 
elements were engaged and surrounded upon approaching fughway QL 13 (XT 719983). ~ After bi~+~r 

.fighting, the ambush was broken in the sou-thee.st and tlemerr:s moved to the Vicinity of the aban...: ..:::1-,d 
post at Cam Le Bridge (XT 725972). While reconnaissance el enents moved forward, the main body was 
bombed and strafed by tvo VNAF aircraft. Neither the Task Force or U. S. FAC could make radio 
contact with the VNAF fighters: Task Force personnel were scattered and unit integrity gave away 

• 'to small ele:nents which moved east and subsequently south to An Loe. Three wounded U.S. advisors 
remained at the ambush site throughout the day ,,bile three valiant attempts were made to extract 
them and 15 wounded · ARVN soldiers. . On 8_ April the three ad;risors and nine of 15 ARVN soldiers were 
-success:fully evacuated. n. · .. .z 

(c) The personnel and equip:nent losses for TF 52 are e.t AppendiJCes 2 and 3 respectively. There 
is no official count of enemy losses; however, they are assumed to be substantial at the ambush 
.site because of the fierce fighting to break the ambush and subsequent air support rended the U.S. 
,advisors for the insuing 26 hours. 

(d) The Senior Advisor's ace.cunt of the above is contained at Appendix 4, Annex D. 

(2) .An Loe: 

(a) 10-J.6 April: Fol.lowing TF 52 withdrawal f'rom Hung Tam, immediate efforts were devoted 
-to reorganization, refitting, and establishment o1' a defensive sector within .Ar\ Loe (Figure E-3) . 
. Elements of the 8th Regiment, 5th Division were airmobiled to An Loe on 11 and 12 April. Of' the 
.total 5538 military personnel in An Loe, the Task Force comprised 655. The 5th Division had little 
,time to organize the heterogeneous .forces before the first major battle f'or An Loe was fought. 
:During the early morning hours of 13 April, the 9th .VC Division reinforced by two tank battaliOils 
:from the 203d NVA Armor Regiment and supported by ele:nents of the 43d NVA Artillery Group, attacked 
.An Loe from the north, northwest, west southwest, end south. The primary thnlst came from the north . 
.Elements of the 272d Regiment with tanks attacked 'the TF 52 positions, forcing wit'hcirawal to new 
,defense positions in the . southern half of the city. The psychological effect of' being conforted 
:by T54 Russian tanks had considerable impact on Task Force personnel. Of equal surprise was the 
,manner in vhich the tanks approached friendly lines. .Apparently the enemy believed the city was 
-previously captured and were not fully prepared for cQQbat -(see Figure D-8, Annex D). By 16 April 
the northern half of the city was in complete central of the NVA (Figure E-4). On the same day, the 
J.st Airborne :Brigade occupying Rill 169 (XT 789859) since 11 April, was attacked by the 141st NVA 
·Regiment. :Fii;r;::e fighting illsued. In an attempt to reinfor;::e An Loe, the 21st Infantry Division 
had moved from the Delta and was engaged in clearing Qperations along Highway Q.113 in the vicinity · 
of Chon Thanh (XT 7662) ( see Annex F) . 

(b) 17 April - 10 May: Throughout this period the Task Force was subjected to a heavy volume 
,of indirect :fire f'rom an assortment of captured U.S. and Com...""llllist weapons. It appeared the enemy's 
i.ntentions were to compress the defenders into a smal.l.er e.ree while demoralizing personnel by res­
tricting resupply and evacuation of the wounded by aix. Also noticeable was the increased use and 
'introduction of modern AA weapons. The first SA 7 in this area JraS suspected of being fir-ed on 9 
~y •. Intelligence indicated a sbif't of 5th VC DivisiC1D.'s :forces from Binh Duong to the Quang Loi 
.area (XT 8190). 

(c) 11-15 May: At 0500 hours, 11 May, foll-owing a heavy artillery preparation, An Loe was 
.attacked on all sides by elements of both the 5th VC and 7th NVA Divisions. These two Divisions 
iwere reinforced by two battalions of the 203d Armor Regiment and supported by the 42d Artillery 
!¾roup and the 271st AA Regiment. Elements of 271st Regiment, 9th VC Di vision, supported by T54 tanks 
attacked TF 52 positions (Figure E-.5). Task Force personnel stood their ground. Three T54 tanks 
vere engaged e.nd destroyed by the 1'f(2 LAW. The overall result. ' of the battle was the establishment 
·of two large salients in the defensive lines (Figure E-6). When comparing this assault with the 
;one on ]3 April, the following differences were ·noted :for 11 May: The artillery preparation was 
longer and more intense; Infantry accompll.D.ied the tanks; SAM were utilized·; and The ARVN soldiers 
.stood their ground whl.J.e destroying enemy armor with the M72 LAW. 

(d) 16 May - 12 June: For the next 10 days the volume of artillery and AA fire .remained heavy. 
:On the ground the An Loe forces were unable to :force the enemy from the northeast and west salients. 
'TAC air and B-52 air strikes were used extensively aga:inst artillery and AA positions. The major 
Jlroblems confrcnting TF 52 was evacuation of the wounded a!ld procurement of adequate amounts of 
perishahle food stuffs. However, there was significant progress made during the iater days of this 

E-4 



) 

) 

,period. During 16-17 May elements of 15th Regiment, 9th Infantry .Division, were making progress in 
the south, vicinity of Tan Khai (XT 766772) thus ·reducing enemy pressure on An Loe. This was equally 
true of 21st Infantry Division and its stubborn determination to secure other portions of QL 13. 
On 8 June the 1-48 aggressively attacked enemy elements in their .northern salient forcing the i r with­

.drawal. While sustaining minor ·casualties, 1-48 killed 61 NVA. On J2 June the 7th Regiment was 
successfUl _in forcing the enemy to abandon their positions in the western salient. 

(e) 13-25 June: The morale , spirit, and general conditions at An Loe continued to improve . 
. Noteworthy was the progress made in evacuating the wounded. Initial steps were taken to system­
.atically extract assigned and attached 5th ARVN Division units while inserting additional 18th 
Division units (Figure E-7). On 13-14 June ,.clcmen~_s of the 48th Regiment were moved from Lai Khe and 
airmobiled to An Loe. After initially l,eing ass-igned .an area in the southern sect ·or of the city, 
the Regiment was directed to attack Hill 169. On 17 June 3-48 attacked to the east and secured the 
,southern tip of the hill: The battalion killed 28 NVA and captured a large Chines~ radio. On 21 
June HQ TF 52 ( 70 men) was extracted · along · with the 1st Airborne Brigade. The 2d Battalion wa~ 
made OR::ON to . Binh Long Sector and 1-48 reverted to parent control. During the next two days, HQ 
-43d Regiment, 2~43, 3-43 , 4-43 , 1-52, and ¼3d I&R Company were airmobiled to An Loe while elements 
,of the 15th.Regiment were extracted (Figure E-8). Like the friendly forces, the NVA made numerous 
·changes in di.sposition. The 5th VC Division moved clements west to Base Axea 354 a..Tld. then west 
.of the Dogs Face. The 9th VC Division withdrew to refit. It was believed that the 272d Re·giment 
·bad moved to vicinity of. Quang Loi, 95c Regiment was in the rubber area .northwest of An Loe, and 
:the 271st Regiment had occupied portions of Base Area 354. Elements of the 7th NVA -Division con­
:tinv.ed to interdict Highway QL 13. 

{f) statistical data is contained in Awendix 4 (Personnel Status, An Loe; 25 J\lll 72), 
Appendix 5 (Personnel Losses, 10_ Apr - 25 Jun), -and Appendix ~ (Enemy Losses 5 Apr - 26 Jun). 

(g) For additional information pertaining to the An Loe Battles, see Annexes D, H, I, J, and 
.IC. 

(3) Highway QL 13 . (5 Apr - 25 Jun): 

(a) Advance to TAU O Bridge: . On the eve of the battle for Loe Ninh, lst Squadron, 5th Cavalry 
Regiment, consisting of 82 men a.Tld .equipped with 14 M-41 tanks moved to Lai Khe to become a part 
:of the 5th Infantry Division Task Force which would attampt to rein:fo.rce An Loe. ~ -:,e .. day le.ter the 
1-5 and the 5th Airborne Battalion opened QL 13 from the XT line 40 to 50 with two • aunor engage~ .------­
ments. On 9-10 April they continued the drive ·north to the XT line 60, vicinity Chon Thanh (XT 76 
60). In the interim, HQ, 5th Cavalry Regiment moved from Xuan Loe to Lai Khe. The 2d and 3d 
Bquadrons of the Regiment returned from Tay Ninh Province and become III Corps reserve in Bien Hoa 
Province. When the advance was initiated again on ll April, ·1-5 met sti+':f resistance in the vicini-
ty of XT 767661. While controlJing the action by ·air on 13 April, the F-gimental Co=ander was 
killed. The following day 1-5 became OPCQN. to TF 3:i,, 21st Infantry DivisioI).. m the insuing four 
·days, fierce fighting took place against well entrenched elements bf the 165th NVA Regiment. In 
spite of B-52 strikes and 142 sorties of tactical air, the enemy continued to blunt $Uccess for 
TF 31. On 27 April 1-5 became OR:ON to tl;!.e 3.2d ~egiment, 21st Infantry Division. .During the .next 
J..7 days· the combined efforts of elements of the 31st and 32d Regiments along with 1-5 increased 
1>ressure on the 165th NVA Regiment's positions. On 13 May these positions were overrun. From 14 
May to 2 June the 1-5 would participate in clearing operations to open Q,L 13 to the vicinity of 
TAU O Bridge (XT 7672). The 1st Squadron's attempt to advance was thwarted by the 209th NVA Regi­
.ment and movement north was stopped at XT 766695. On 2 June the Squadron returned to Bien Hoa for 
xefitting. A schematic of 1-5 movements is at Figure E-9. Battle losses :for ·5 April - 2 June are 
·as follows: 

FRIENDLY: 

Personnel: 7 KIA 47 WIA 

Equipment: 5 M-41, 1 M-11.3, and 1 )J..132 

ENEMY: 

Personnel: 21 KIA 1 CIA 

Equipment: 2 B-40, 6 AK-47·· 
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(b) Return to TAU O Bridge (22-25 Jun): Elements of the 18th. Infantry Division would attempt 
once again to break the enemy's strangle hold on QL 13 in the vicinity of the TAU O Bridge. In mid 
June (19 June), as -part of the III Corps overall plan to redeploy forces, HQ, 18th Infantry Division, 

.18th I&R Company, 2d Squadron and A Company, 5th Cavalry Regiment, moved from Cu Chi to Lai Khe. 
Upon arrival the Division assumed contro~ of 1-5 (OPCON to 21st Infantry Division) and 46th Regiment, 

.25th Infantry Division. Lai !Che became the staging area for units being airmobiled to An Loe and 
,the Division base for conducting operat ions along QL 13. The 46th Regiment and 5th Cavalry Regiment 
(-) assumed control of the 32d Regiment's AO and the three Ranger battalions (65th, 73d & 84th) and 
l-18th Cavaliy Squadron which were operating in the AO. The 46th Regiment and 5th Cavalry Regiment 
(-) were given the mission to relieve pressure on the TAU O Bridge area and clear QL 13 from the xr 
line 70 to 75. The 9th Regiment, 5th Infantry Division retained its previous ass igned AO while . 
. securing QL 13 from the XT line 48 to 58 (Figure E-10). Intelligence information indicated the 209th 
·?NA Regiment maintained base areas in vicinity of XT 7070 and manned the bunker complex blocking 
QL 13 with minimum personnel. The Division plan was to initiate an attack on 22 June. It ·included 

.maximum use of preplanned air support following massive use of artillery. While the bunkers were 
,being assaulted, other elements would operate to the west (XT North-South line 73) to try and 
prevent the 209th Regiment from reinforcing or resUl)plying the personnel oc~upying the bunkers. As 
of 25 June there was little progress made in clearing that portion of the QL 13 (Figure E-11). The 

,enemy immediately commenced to attack FS~ by indirect fire while ground contacts were being made. 
10ne may question why the enemy was able to thwart "the affects of numerous units to overrun these 
bunkers or why TAC air and B-52 strikes could not destroy them. These bunkers were constructed 
with an average of two feet of overhead cover, mutually supporting, and had connecting trenches and 
-1.and line communications. Maximum use was made of high ground and other terrain features for obser­
.vation. The "hugging" techniques were employed to reduce casualties from air strikes. Logistical 
support and supporting fire was provided by elements located three to four kilo.meters to the west 
of the fortified positions. Battle losses for 22-25 June were as follows: 

FRIENDLY: 

46th Regt: 

5th Cav Regt: 

PERSONNEL 

7 KIA 29 WIA 

0 KIA 20 WIA 

EQUUMENI' 

None 

4 M-41 Tanks damaged 
,t 

CV''<,- ENEMY: • PERSONNEL EQUIFMENT 

X'-~ 22 KIA 1 M-79 5 AK.47 1 61mm Mortar 

(c) For more information pertaining to the QL 13 battles, see Annex F. 

b. Hau Nghia and Binh Duong: 

(1) As the fighting increased in Binh Long Province, it was believed that the Saigon River 
·corridor was to be used as a route for an attack on Saigon. If the enemy could secure this corridor 
·and link-up with uni ts on the west flank, Saigon would be in grave danger. Thus, the subsequent -
action in Hau Nghia and Binh Duong Provinces became critical for the GVN forces. Since early March 
the 43d Regiment, consisting of 2-43, 3-43, 4-43, and 43d I&R Co, had been conducting clearing 
operations in the Cha Ray (XT 515258 ). and Trung Lap (XT 589215) areas, Hau Nghia Province. The 
Regiment was acting as Corps reserve and was given the mission of preventing a build-up in that 
area. Operational strength of the Regiment at that time was 1,214. 

(2) In early April, pressure began to mount in the Tri Tam Subsector area, Binh Long Province. 
Elements of the 174th Regiment, 5th VC Division, began a '.!>~id~~ for an attack, while elements -of 
the 101st Regiment (Independent), SRI, and the 429th Sapper Group commenced harassing, surrounding, 
and defeating RF/PF outposts south of Tri Tam along LTL 14. In view of this increased activity, the 
43d Regiment was given an extended AO on ll_}l.pril 1972. This new AO included the Tri Tam Subsector 
(quadrangle XT 4845, XT 4849, XT 5249, XTd_2~ and the Task .Force was given-control of 4-52 (opera­
ticmaJ. strc . .gth;_ 397), 2d Troop, 1st Cav Squadron, and supporting artillery already in the Tri Tam 

C.P- area. The TF '.Cl'} 4-43 and 43d I&R Co remained at Cha Ray and the 2-43 remained at Trung Lap (Figure 
E-12). 3-43 was dispatched to Tri Tam and the 43d Regt Executive Officer assumed command of the 
combined forces in the city with the mission of securing the city and clearing the surrounding areas. 
During 11-19 April, enemy activity increased throughout the AO. This period was characterized by· 
.frequent small contacts with the enemy. Also there was increase in the volume of indirect fire on 

I.. 
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all FSB. The primary focus of enemy action was around Trung Lap and Tri Tam. By 19 April, enemy 
activity in Tri Tam area had reached a high pitch. It was apparent the area was a target and the 
situation considered serious . The 18th Divison CP was moved to Cu Chi to assume control of the GVN 
forces in Hau Nghia and Binh Duong. The 18th I&R Company, 2d and 3d Squadrons, 5th Cavalry Regiment 
Division Arty(-), and B Company, 18th Engineer Battalion, moved with the Headquarters. The Division 

.was. given the mission to clear Tri Tam - Ho Bo - Boi Loi areas and to blcck enemy infiltration into 
·Saigon from the west. On 20 April, the 174th Regiment initiated an attack on Tri Tam from the 
-north and east. 3-43 and 4-52 were in heavy contact with enemy forces supported by a heavy volume 
of indirect fire. The same day, Trung Lap came under attack from the 268th VC Bn supported by ele­

•ments of the 89th Artillery Group and 429th Sapper Group. 2-43 repelled the initial attack from the 
southwest and began to pursue the enemy as they withdrew to the northwest. 

(3) Meanwhile, the battle continued to rage at the eastern edge of Tri Tam. On 25 April, 
•the 43d I&R Company was sent to reinforce, but the situation continued to deteriorate rapidly. The 
,enemy attacked with such ferocity that the defenders were forced to gradually withdraw until the 
-enemy held two-thirds of the city and its capture was imminent. On 27 April the 43d 'Regt C=ander 
,moved a jump CP and 2-43 to an attack position west of the city (Figure E-13~. 2-43 was ordered to 
pass through friendly lines and attack. Under the brave and able direction of the Battalion Com- • 
mander, 2-43 went rapidly into the attack and assaulted the entrenched enemy. In less than four 
hours of intense close combat, they took -crver 1,000 meters of former eneiny held territory. This 
attack turned the tide and the 2-43 and 4-52 began to drive enemy back. 3-43 was dispatched to 
replace 2-43 at Tung Lap. By 30 April, the friendly forces had driven the enemy out and secured 
the city. During the battle for the city, extensive use was made of supporting artillery and both 
US and VNAF air support. The results of the last ·four days of the battle were as follows: 150 
enemy KIA, 5 POW, 31 individual and 11 crew served weapons captured. Friendly casualties included 
10 KIA and 62 WIA. 

(4) From 1 May to 7 June, TF 43 continued tq work in the Tri Tam, Cha Ray, and Trung Lap areas. 
2-43, 43d I&R Co, and 4-52 remained at Tri Tam. 3-43 re111B.ined at Trung Lap. TF CP and 4-43 re­

·turned to Cha Ray. These units were given the mission of clearing and consolidating their respective 
,areas with special emphasis on blocking infiltration from the west toward Saigon. These operations 
•were characterized by vigorous, aggressive company size patrols that produced sporadic contact 
•with a .fleeing enemy. The combined results of these operations were as follows: 66 eneacy- KIA, 3 

POW, and 34 AK:..47 and assorted we.apons and munitions captured. Frien~y casualties were 47 WIA and 
eight KIA. 

(5) On 7 May, 2-48 participated in a one day combined operation with elements from the 27th 
River Assualt Group with the mission of moving north on the Saigon River and clearing back to the 
south along the river, vicinity XT 663265. The boat force consisted of 14 . troop carriers and two 

·gunboats. 2-48 boarded the boats at Phu Cuong (XT 8o5135) and proceeded upriver, the force received 
fire from vicinity of XT 685265. Friendly casualties were 5 Navy WIA, 2-48 l KIA and 13 WIA. No 

-further contact was made. Of interest during this period was a sapper attack sustained by TF CP 
-and 4-43 at Cha Ray on 14 May. The attack was repelled by the alert defenders, with 31 sappers 
·killed in the wire and 10 AK-47, 1 ~-50·, 4· B-40, and numerous eXJl].osives . captured. While TF 43 was 
busy in Tri Tam, Cha Ray, and Trung Lap, events _ _in _Phuoc Tuy Province pointed to a new offensive . 
there. On 10 May, 18th Div moved a jump CP to '~~(XS 376613) and deployed the 48th Regiment~ · 
18th Division continued to operate on a four province front with the Div CP. 

(6) During early May, it was felt that the 5th VC,Division elements moved from the Tri Tam 
area to Quang Loi, Binh Long Province. Element s of the 101st Regiment moved to staging areas in 
the Bai Loi and Ho Bo woods. The latter's mission was to attack south into the Trang Bang area 
{XT 488191), destroying outposts along the way, with the ultirN1.te objective of seizing Trang Bang 
and cutting QL l. On the night of 7 June 1972, enemy forces cut Q,L 1 at Suoi Sau (XT .544177) near 
Trang Bang and elements of the 101st Regiment seized parts of Trang Bang. 25th Div units supported 
by 18th Division Artillery proceeded to close with and force them from the city. To assist in re­

. lieving pressure on Trang Bl;ng, on 8 Jun~, 43d Regimental Commander was given orders to deploy 4-
52 from Trung Lap and 2-5, and 3-5 from Cu Chi to clear area North of QL 1, vicinity of XT 557186. 
Elements of 101st Regt w~re blockjng Q,L 1, from Cu Chi to Trang Bang. 4-52 moved do-,m Highway TL 1 
7A to lin-up with 2-5. Once the ' link-up was made; th1=y moved west into the contested area. Contact · ,-
was made immediately and little progress was made. The next day, 3-43 was moved southwest from 
Trung Lap and a coordinated three sided attack was made (Figure E-14). Using air and artillery 
support, the combined forces were able to push the enemy out of the area and secure that portion of 
Q,L 1. Results of this action were 31 enemy KIA and Friendly 9 KIA and 23 WIA. By 10 June, Trang 
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.Bang had been cleared and QL 1 was open. The enemy forces were thought to have withdrawn to the 
·north. 3-43 and 4-52 returned to Trung Lap, and 2-5 was rede:pl_oyed along TL8A with the mission 
of road security. On 8 June, 18th Division ju!!!p CP and the 48th Regiment returned to Cu Chi from 

·Phuoc Tuy Province, being assigned the mission of local security for Cu Chi Base. On 12 June, 
the 43d Regiment received orders to move to Cu Chi to replace the 48th Regiment which was moving 
.to Lai Khe in preparation for being airmobiled to An Loe. The 48th Regiment remained at Cu Chi 
·until 19 June when the 18th Div Headquarters moved to. Lai Khe to prepare for movement to kn Loe. 

(7) The performance of the 18th Division troops at Tri Tam was instrumental in preventing the 
•enemy from gaining a toehold in critically located Binh Duong Province. The lesser, but equally 
important battles fought in May and June in Hau Nghia and Binh Duong blocked any link-up of enemy 

•units and denied their access to the Saigon River corridor. 

(8) For more information pertaining to Hau Nghia and Binh Duong Provinces, see Annex J. 

c. Phuoc Tuy: 

(1) In early April enemy military activity was minor in Phuoc Tuy Province. The last major 
;engagement was in March when TF52 engaged the 2d Battalion, 274th NVA Regiment in Xuyen Moc Distr.ict; 
however, enemy propaganda had increased. On 26 April Duc _Thanh District Headquarters (YS 4678) 
.received heavy indirect fire and ground actiYity around Binh Ba Hamlet (YS ~474) forcing residents. 
to flee to· Baria (YS 4269). The ititial reaction of deploying the 302d RF'Bn failed to clear .the 
.Gallia Rubber Plantation (YS 4474) and Highway 2 remained cut thus isolating Due Thanh District~--:- ­
RF forces suffered heavy casualties (18 KIA e.nd 50 WIA) while the enemy losses remained unknown. 

,In other Province areas, operations to clear Highway 23 met with failure and resulted in Xuyen Moc 
.District (YS 6568) also being isolated by road when Cau Ech Bridge_ (YS 5963) was destroyed by 
.sappers. Indications were that HQ, Baria SR, two battalions of the 274th NVA Regiment, 33d NVA _ 
Regiment, and 2d Battalion, 74th Artillery Regiment) would .be able to capture both Due Thanh and 
.Xuyen Moc and moved toward isolating the town of Dat Do (YS 4159) and the city of Baria in turn . 
. The situation deteriorated rurther when High~-ay 2 in the vicinity of the resettlement hamlet of 
Suoi Nghe (YS 4371) was cut on 6 May and Due Thanh District town was attacked on 9 May, i 

• ' 
I 

(2} On 10 May the 48th Regiment (HQ, 3-48 and I&R Co) was deployed to Nui Dat (YS 4367) 
(Figure E-15). The Regiment's initial mission was to attack north toward Binh Ba. The advance 

·meet heavy resistance in vicinity of YS 448935 from a well entrenched 33d NVA Regimental force . 
.Air support and artillery were used extensively; howev-er, the enemy remeined !,!ntr.enched and Due Thanh 
District isolated (Figure E-16). One of the first indications that elements of the 33d Regiment 
'Were involved was the standard type bunkers com:non to the regiment's operational areas in Long Khanh 
Province. In mid-May intelligence indicated that Dat Do would be attacked. On 20 May D 445 Bat- .· 
.talion reinforced by the 2d Battalion, 274th ?:TVA Regiment occupied Da.t Do. Previous intelligence 
·reports had indicated that ·D 445 Battalion was defunct and remaining personnel had been distributed 
to other enemy uni ts . There was widespead ale.rm among the local -populous and government officials 
·that Bar.ia city would be isolated from the north and overrun. The overall situation prompted 
·changes in the Province command structure and the 18th Infantry Division Commander was given 
,operational control of all GVN forces in Phuoc Tuy Province. Continuing to maintain a base in Xuan 
Loe, a forward command post in Cu Chi, the division stretched personnel and support fUrther by 
establishing a third command post in Baria. The 5th ·Ranger Group, consisting of the 3oth, 33d and 
38th Battalions, Reconnaissance Collipany, Engineer Company and Transportation Company, moved to 
Phuoc Tuy Province from Cu Chi (Figure E-17). This Ranger Group had only recently returned from I 
Corps and the ranks were filled with new personnel lacking combat experience. On 24 Ma.y, the · 3oth 
and 38th Battalions were committed against enemy forces holdi ng Da.t Do (Figure E-18). Fighting was 
intense with artillery and close air support being utilized to the maximum. When this failed-to 
dislodge the enemy, t.he 3-48 and 33d Ranger Battalion were committed to the Dat Do battle on 25 May. 
2-48 was moved to Phuoc Tuy as a reserve. Heavy fighting continued and clearing operations entailed 
house to house fighting. By 1 June the enemy retained 40 percent of the town; however, all enemy 

t<. L,.,,.:.:~!-e .cleared by 8 .June, Approximately 40 percent of the city was destroyed by 8 June • . With Dat Do 
• secure, the 5th Ranger Group conducted company size operations in the vicinity of Nui Da.t, Long 

Kien and Da.t Do. No major contacts were made. 

) 

(3) On 28 Ma.y TF48 was committed to clearing Hoa Long (YS 4163), Long Le District, where an 
estimated VC battalion was attempting to infiltrate. This was also the same date that U.S. Naval 
gunfire was utilized to engage suspected eneicy location in vicinity of Xuyen Moc. On 8 June the 
48th Regiment and HQ, 18th Division returned to Cu Chi. A small headquarters element and two U.S. 
Advisors remained in Baria to assist in ongoing operations. 
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(4) The 18th Division's operations were instrumental in th~"8.Tting the major objectives of 
HQ, Baria SR. Conditions in Phuoc Tuy were considered stablized in s pi te of Highways 2 and 23 
being blocked, and Due Thanh's continued receipt of daily ABF. · statistical data on friendly and 

,enemy _losses are at Appendix 7. As of 25 June 18th Infantry Division forces were deployed a s 
depicted in Figure E-19. 

(5) For more information pertaining to Phuoc .Tuy Province, see .Annex J. 

d. Fire Support: 

(1) Artillery: 

(a) The 18th Divis ion Artillery consists of four firing battali ons. Three are 105mm howitzer 
battalions (181st Bn, 182d Bn, and 183d Bn) and one 155m~ howitzer . batt alion (18oth Bn) with a total 
of 54 105mm and 18 155mm tubes respectively. Authorized strength is 1903 personnel (166 officers, 
431 NCO, and 13o6 enlisted men). 

(b) At the beginning of the Campaign, ·artillery units were committed in eight provinces sup­
porting the 18th, 25th, and 5th Infantry Divisions and territorial forces. A summary of operational 
commitments by date and unit is contained in Appendix 8. As noted, the extensive 18th Division 
operational Commitments negated the opportunity to take f'ull advantage of organic artillery support. 

(c) With the exception of six 105mm howitzers des troyed following the ambush of TF 52, no 
tubes were lost during the Campaign. 

{ d) Resupply of ammunition was accomplished, by both surrace and serial means. Surface 
• ·transportation resupply was considered outstanding in spite of 5 ton truck shortages. Aerial 

resupply was required for TF 52 in An Loe and territorial forces OPCON to the Division in Due 
Thanh and Xuyen Moc. 

(e) During 4 April - 25 June the 105mm howitzer battalions expended 85,000 rounds while the 
155mm howitzer battalion fired 42,000 rounds. It should be noted that these figures include sup­
port fot non-divisionel units. 

(f) Areas requiring additional emphasis are counterbattery fire procedures and physical pro­
tection for ammunition storage. As to counterbattery fire procedul'es, it is not &. m&.ttel' of insuf-
ficient knowledge but rather a lack of urgency. This was especially true in obtaining information j 7 ,; ,,r 
from crater analysis. Dispersion and construction of adequate •;sto"rii°ge facilities for .. ammunition Is --
needed with the increased use of indirect fire weapons and the eXJ)ertise displayed by the NVA crews. 

(2) Naval gunfire: Fire support provided by four U.S. destroyers during operations in Phuoc 
Tuy was a welcome· asset. Liaison was quickly established between ship to shore elements and target 
dat11 were supplied based on "usually reliable source" information and intelligence derived from 
the Division Tactical Intelligence Center (TIC). A summtil7 of U.·s. Naval support is at Appendix 
9. 

(3) Air Support: 

(a) VNAF: 

! An Air Liaison Section was part of the Division TOC and coordinated L-191helicopter and 
TAC air support. Requests were approved at the Division FSE and forwarded to the Air Liaison Officer 
vho forwarded the request to III Corps DASC or VNAF units. 

g_ FAC: The Division normally received four L-19 aircraft per day for VR and/or controlling 
TAC air. Although these pilots were proficient, the support rendered sometimes depended on per­
sonal desires. This was n oticeable numerous times when requirements existed for first and last 
light VR and when providing support for ground elements duri ng the lunch hour .. 

J TAC air: Support was exceptional. Pilots delivered ordnance "on target" in spite of 
ground fire and/or bad weather. Of importance was the ability of U.S. FAC to control VNAF fighters 
during the battle at Tri Tam. Likewise, VNAF FAC controlling U.S. aircraft . 

.!± Helicopters: Difficulties were experienced when a specific time and location was important 
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• to the tactical plan. Delays for no apparent reason. and "turn backs" frequently occurred in low­
intensity AA and/ or medium cloud cover areas. The lack of response in evacuating the wounded was 
costly in terms of confidence in VNAF professionalism. 

(b) US: 

1 FAC: These dedicated men made a definite contribution to thwarting the enemy 's attempt to 
·gain and retain ground objectives. They flew in bad weat her with the desire to find a break in t he 
cloud cover which would permit an accurate strike by attack aircraft. - When this was not possible, 
the FAC would conduct VR in cloud fre e areas to obtain acquisition on targets of opportunity. 

g TAC air: The "slow mover" aircraft with soft ordnance was the most effective for providing 
close support. On 8 Apri l, A-37 assigned t o the 8th SOS, Bien Hoa, delivered napalm within 100 
meters of a friendly position without a:ny undue hazards to friendly persollJlel. The various types 
of soft and hard ordnance in the USAF inventory has provided great er flexibilit y in utilizing ai r 
support against various targets. For detailed information on TAC Air, see Appendix 5, Annex C . 

.J. B-52: B-52 strikes were effecti ve in destroy1.Jlg troop concentrations and hard targets; 
however, they are only as .good as the tar get data provided. While operating in Hau Nghia and Binh 
Duong, the BDA results supported the contention that strikes were based on out-dated information. 

4 AC-130 Spectre: The Spectre gunship is one of the most effective close support aircraft in 
. th~ USAF inventory. The accuracy of the 40mm system maltes the Spectre highly des i rable for sup­
porting ground troops engaged in close combat. On 8 April a C-130 Spectre provide d fire within 25 

•meters of friendly elements having only a deadfall for protection. When the _Spectre is used in 
conjunction ~th a ground transponder, support can be rendered without a visual sighting of friendly 
positions or target. • 

2. Cobra gunships: T_he Cobra is a highly effective aerial platform for providing cover for 
air.mobile packages and in ground support roles. However,as the AA reached mid-intensity and better 
AA weapons such as the SA 7 were introduced, the Cobra's effectiveIY?ss diminished. Attempts to 

. employ it at higher altitude s while supporting ground forces detracted from its accuracy. 

6 Helicopters: The contributions made by the -aviation elements of the 3d Brigade, 1st Air 
-Cavalry Division, were monumental (see Annex K). The air.mobile concept has won a well earned seat 
in countering insurgency in Vietnam, but like the Cobra, the helicopter experienced difficulty in 
surviving in mid-intensi t y AA environments. The NVA have had reasonable success in emplpying • 

,various types of AA weapons to thwart air.mobile operations in contested areas. It appears that the 
air.mobile concept in the mid-intensity AA Environments will require further evaluation. 

1 Fire coordination: There were no major difficulties encountere~ in coordinating fire in 
• support of ground operations. On the contrary, tbii, area was highlighted during the battle for 
Tri Tam when artillery support was provided from outside the city (Suoi Ong Huong} _and both VNAF 
,and USAF air support was being used simultaneously. No fire lines were established for each sup­
:port element and fires were centrally controlled by a joint U.S., Sector, and 43d Regiment FSE. 

8 A total of 226 VNAF and 405 USAF sorties were flown in support of 18th Infantry Division 
operations. The above figures do not include sorties f'lo,.'n in support of U.S. Advisors at H~g Tam 
or divisional units in An Loe. 

e. Personnel Functions: 

(1) Casualty statistics: Appendix 10. 

(2) Replacements: Appendix 11. 

(3) Morale: Overall the morale of the Division was excellent. Probably the lowest ebb was 
found in TF 52 when wounded could not be evacuated and personnel continued to·remain in the thick 

,of fighting at the date of this report. The only exception to the latter was approximately 90 
•men from the TF HQ that were extracted on 21 .June. One indicator of no appreciable loss in morale 
was 1176 desertions for the quarter as compared to 870 for the previous .quarter. This was in spite 
of heavy operational commitments away f'rom the soldier's home in Xuan Loe . 
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(4) Medical problems, diseases, and sanitation: 

(a) The only preval ent medical problems were the evacuation of the wounded in inaccessible 
, areas and proper treatment . Air evacuation was hampered by the inabilit'y to get helicopters into 
combat areas because of AA fire and bad weather. In An Loe several men died as a result of inade­

tqttate treatment facilities. The ~ask Force's doctor was killed in _May and three weeks lasped before 
a replacement could be inserted by helicopter. 

(b) Disease: No prevalent epidemic. 

{ c) Sanitation: Existing problems were compOllllded by combat. Lime ·was ol:l'cained for An Loe 
,to reduce sanitation problems. 

( 5) Awards: Appendix 12. 

(6) Key 18th Infantry Division personnel: Appendix_ 13 

(7) 18th OCAT (Advisory Team 87) personnel: Appendix 14 

(8) Eneaiy personnel losses: Appendix 15. 

f. Supply Functions: 

(1) Coordination: Coordination through -personnei liaison was one of the major contributing 
•factors to providing maximum logistical support to 18th Division forces deployed throughout Military 
·Region III. The G4, a professional soldier, ma.de personal liaison visits to using units and III 
.ALC. When a regimental size unit was attached to another division, a field grade officer :f'ulfilled 
·the responsibility of insu,ring support needs were being met > n . .(_ t . 

(2) Surface Resupply: Surface transport was the -primary means of resupplying using units . 
. Supplies were received and delivered from depots in Bien Hoa and Sai q;on ·utjlizing the "throughput" 
·1:oncept. Temporary shortages were experienced in mortar tll1Jll'!ination rounds, 105mm HE; and 155mm • 
HE; however, the pipeline was normally responsive. The Division also pr,:, ided tactical units a 
mobile PX to supplement Class I rations. Perishable items were purchased on the local economy and 
distributed. The following quantities of supplies were received: 

TYPE SHORr TONS 

Class I 200 

Class III 320 
I 

Class IV 50 

Class V 10,321 

(3) Aerial Resupply: 

/ •· -(a) An Loe: TF 52 shared in the supplies air~delivered to the 5th Infantry Division. For a 
\ detailed discussion on the problem areas and delivery techniques utilize~.s~e Anne_xe.s C .and D. A 

( • sulll!llA?'Y of aerial resupp),y during 7 Apr - 25 Jun is as follows: 

r. • ~ DELIVERY TYPE 
-"- -:- , AGENCIES AIRCRAFT SORI'IES 

us Army 

USAF 

VNAF 

SHORT TONS 
DELJVERED 

4130 

CH 47 

HU l.B 

C 123 

SHORT TONS · 
RECEIVED 

3314 
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(b) Due Thanh and Xuyen Moc: When the enemy isolated these two district towns by blocking 
, su:r.face access, aerial resupply became necessary for both territorial forces and civilians. Also 
.included were 8000 civilians in Binh Gia (YS 4977). A more detailed discussion on problem areas, 
tonnage e.nd deli very techniques is contained in Annex C. '- .J,' r. f 

(4) Repair Parts Supply: Supply of repair parts was adequate. "Down time" on major end items 
especially tubes, tanks, and 2½ ton vehicles, received collllllB.Ild emphasis. Tires were one of the most 

-critical items for 2~ ton trucks. Mobile repair teams were used extensively and this offset "down 
•time" on numerous major equipment items. 

(5) A summary of equipment loses and replacements are contained in Appendix 16. 

(6) Enemy equipment losses: Appendix 17, 

g. Communications: 

(1) ARVN: • No serious communications problems were experienced. Considering the numerous 
•moves and extended distances ·between divisional units, communications were outstanding; especially 
. longhaul. After each move, communication installation received top priority and operators proved 
to be proficient in operating during peak periods. At small unit level, use of wire between 

:positions needs additional emphasis. 

(2) US: The AN/PRC-77, AN/PRC-:25, and AN/vRC-46 proved adequate for advisor's use. However, 
.when the Division established three headquarters in three different provinces, the parallel opera~ 
tions .required by the 18th DC.AT were li.mited by·. tbe guanti ty of equipment; -e_soecially the 1a·ck- of 

·RC 292 antennas. 

(3) COMSEC: Both ARVN and US personnel were guilty of poor communication security. The 
·primary contributing factor was priority demands for information from higher headquarters and/or 
, superiors. 

h. Psychological Functions: The Division Commander took an active role in PSYOP operations 
.and looked for opportu_~ities to employ both Division and II~ Corps assets. PSYOP included various 
delivery techniques and was directe,.d toward civilians, soldiers and the enemy. In-formation received 

:from prisoners and other intelligence sources was followed-up by PSYOP. A summary of PSYOP is at 
.Appendix 18. • 

i. Civil Affairs and Civic Action: 

(l) Civil Affairs: There was no known instance of local government officials relinguisbing 
.·their responsibilities to commanders of the 18th Infantry Division. However, these appointed 
,officials were encouraged to remain in the town to demonstrate government presence other than 
·military. 

(2) Civic Action: Overall the 18th Division personnel took a positive and helpful attitude 
.toward assisting displaced civilians and soldiers' dep·endents. During the campaign 1677 civilians 
received medical care and 589 clothing, bedding and food, Medical evacuation ws accomplished 
whenever transportaion was available. In addition, 185 soldiers'· families were visited and assisted 
in the Xuan Loe area. These overall acts of kindness contributed more to good civilian relations 

·than can be evaluated. 

j. Engineer: The 18th ·Engineer Battalion was i:>rim;irily concerned with building-. .anc;l. improving 
:fSB and constructing bunkers at the numerous positions occupied by divisional elements. _Engineer 
· support at Hu_>1g Tam was used extensively in improving the road a.nd existing two FSB . . Likewise the 
artillery positions and FSB at Suoi Ong Hung, Hau Nghia Province and the 48th Regiment's position 
in Nui lat, required considerable effort before protection was considered adequate. 

,4. (C) SENIOR ADVISOR'S EV/\WATION: 

a. Overall the 18th Infantry Division's performance was one of amazement. Combat forces 
,and support were stretched to maximum. Yet the accomplishments were significan'"'t in six battles; 
' Hung Tam and An Loe are self-explanatory. Trung Lap, Tri Tam and Cha Ray stopped the SR 1, 174th 
' and 101st Regiments and elements of 429th Sapper Group, thus preventing the opening of the Saigon 
. corridor and blocking link-up of NVA forces moving SO\lth a.long QL 13. Commitments in Phuoc Tuy, 
.although lacking the glamour of Binh Long, prevented the HQ, Baria SR, 33d and 274th Regiments and 
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D 445 Battalion from isolating the Province town of Baria ahd maintaining any ~ermanent strangle 
hold on Due Thanh, Xuyen Moc and Da t Do. 

b. Although the division fought well, areas requiring additional emphasis surfaced. Battle 
losses will require effort to replace qualified NCOs Sl).d junior officers. -in the er·ea 'of fire support, 

~e-w and :improved methods must be developed to counter blillance the NVA expertise with indirect fire 
~eapons . . Armor use with Infantry must be examined and additional traing implemented. 

c. At the close of the Binh Long Campaign 1972, the 18th Infantry Division remains combat 
• effective. 

d. The advisory effort was highly commendable. Although the 18th .OCAT capabilities were 
extended to support each regiment , a rear base, and two forward command posts, personnel ·met the 

· challenge. The most sigini.ficant contributions were providing expertise .in fire support coordina• 
tion and "Psychological" support for commanders and their staffs. Of lesser importance was the ·need 
to advise on tactics and utilization of personnel and logistical assets. The expertise demonstrated 

-by advisors in coordinating fire support assets also had a bonus effect of providing "know how" 
- to ARVN personnel. This area ·should be exploited to professionally equip small unit leaders in 
conducting air-ground operations. 

5. (C) LESSONS LEA:ru~ED: 

a . ..Administration and Logistics: 

(1) The ARVN replacement system must be more responsive in providing junior d.fficers and 
qualified NCOs. 

(2) Small unit leaders require additional schooling in the -psychologica]. value of a commander~•s 
-presence at the critical -points of a battle. 

(3) Storage of 8.lnl!junition reflected a lack of comprehension concerning the effects of a heavy 
volume indirect fire. Additional emphasis on -preparing adequate bunkers and berms for storage sites 
and dis-persion criteria is needed. 

(4) Evacuation of wounded is an important tactical and morale consideration when operating in 
an inaccessible area. 

b. Operations and Intelligence: 

(l) The Tactical Intelligence Center concept is highly desirable to insure limited air and 
ground assets are utilized against the most profitable enemy targets. 

(2) ARVN: 

.(a) The mobility and fire power capability of the M41 tank and M 113 APC requires training 
emphasis. Additional combined arms training would be beneficial to instill confidence in the 
equipment and experience in tactical formations. 

(b) A homemade CS bomb, consisting of powdered CS and TNT all contained in a plastic bag was 
found to be the most economical and effective weapons against bunkers to preclude future occupation 
by enemy forces. 

US: (3) 

(a) 
-sions. 

The C-130 Spectre gunship is an effective aerial weapons platform for close support mis-

(b) Introduction of modern AA weapons degrade the AH-lG support capabilitr Md reduce the 
,effectiveness of airmobile operations. 

(4) NVA: 

(a) The ?WA soldiers are disciplined and not susceptible to inadequate PSYOP themes. 
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(b) The NVA effectiveness and increased use of indirect fire weapons degraded the use of small 
-FSB.'.and necessitates increased emphasis on counterbattery fire and maneuver. 

6. (C) CONCLUSIONS: 

.a . . Tactical air support .was the .most decisive -combat power available to ground forces at An 
Loe, Dat Do, Tri Tam and Trung Lap. 

b. The 18th Division's forces were instrumental in thwarting the NVA offensive in Binh Long, 
Phuoc Tuy, Hau Nghia, and Binh Duong Provinces. 

c. Training on air-ground and combined arms operations and counterbattery fire procedures needs 
command emphasis. 

d. Battle attrition depleted units of experienced NCOs and junior officers. 

e. The NV'A are well trained and equipped. They excel in the use of -indirect fire weapons, 
but their use of armor is poor. 

7. (C) RECOMMENDATIONS:. 

a. The advisory effort --place emphasis on the development of' junior officers and NCOs. 

b. -Greater emphasis be -placed on improving counter battery procedures and combined arms 
:training. 

c. OJT for company and battalion coQllIIB.nders in air-ground operations receives cOIIDlland emphasis • 
. As a minimum these co=anders should be able to employ VNAF close air support assets. 

d. The 18th .OCAT (Advisory Team 87) be recommended for the Valorous Unit Citation. 

e. The 18th Infantry Division be recommended for the United States Presidential Unit Citation. 
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ANNEX F (21ST INFANTRY DIVISION) TO AFTER ACTION REPORT, BINH LONG CAMPAIGN 1972 

1. PURPOSE: To summarize operations of the 21st Infantry Division in support of the BINH IJJNG 
Campaign of 1972 during the period 4 April 1972 through 25 June +972. 

2. INTRODUCTION: 

a. At the beginning of the BINH IJJNG Campaign of 1972 the 21st Infantry Division was engaged 
in clearing operations in the U MINH Forest of Military Region IV. The division was first alerted 
for movement to Military Region III on 7 April and dispatched its advance party to BIEN HOA and 
LAI KHE on 8 April. Despite heavy enemy resistance during disengagement from its fire bases in 
the U MINH, the division extracted itself rapidly and the 32nd Regiment closed into the LAI KHE area 
by air on 10 April. By 12 April the entire division had displaced f'rom the southern Delta to the 
BINH LONG vicinity of Military Region III and was prepared for operations against the enemr in the 
LAI KHE - COON THANH - AN LOC area . • 

b. Immediately upon arri val in LAI KHE, the 21st Infantry Divi sion was tasked with stopping 
the North Vietnamese Army's NGUYEN HUE Campai gn in the QL13 area of BINH LONG and BINH DUONG 
Provinces. The enemy deployed three divisions in Military Region I I I, the 5th, 7th, and 9th in an 
attempt to gain control of BINH U>NG Provlnce and overrun the province capital, AN LOC, preparatory 
to continuing the attack to SAIOON. Of the three enemy divisions, the 7th NVA Division was gi ven the 
_mission of interdicting QI,13 -and destroying forces · attempting to open QL13 and thus became the 
major force opposing the 21st Division throughout the BINH LONG Campaign, 1972. 

c. The 7th NVA Divis~on is an infantry _division of standard configuration, three regiments. 
(141, 165, 209) with three infantry battalions in each. Early in April, the 101st "NVA Regiment 
participated in a road block operation at the 52 grid line presuma_bly in coordination with the 
7th NVA Division; but it was not engaged again duri ng the campaign.- The 7th NVA _Division head­
quarters remained mobile throughout the operation some distance west of QL13. A. sapport base was 
formed in the MINH THANH vicinity (XT 6367) to avoid airstrikes and ARVN ground attack.. MINH THA~""R 
is populated and sufficiently west of the major operational areas of the campaign to avoid surprise 
attack. Combat elements of the divisi on bave fought almost exclusively f'rom well prepared fortified 
defensive positiona," chosen during ex.tense,-e terrain recoonaissanc;e prior to the offensive. The 
7th NVA Division bas operated in the BINH LONG area for several years and it should be noted that the 
165th Regiment interdicted QL13 in TET Offehsive of 1968. • 

3. SUM-1ARY OF OPERATIONS: 

a. Task Organization: Appendix 1 

b. Conduct of Operations: Upon arrival in LAI KHE, the 21st Infantry Division was given the 
mission to secure QL13 north ·from LAI KHE to the vicinity of CHON THANH and secure the CHON THANH 
Base Camp in preparation for future offensive operations . To this end, division dispositions bet- . 
ween 12 April and 23 April placed the 3lat Regiment in the vicinity of SWI TRE Hamlet (XT 712 426) 
the 32nd Regiment south of CHON THANH (XT 768 6o4), the 33rd Regiment north of LAI KHE (XT 719 560) 
and the 9th Armored Cavalry Regiment in LAI KHE (XT 765 376). ) Subsequent operations during the 
BINH LONG Campaign 1972 have been categorized into the following phases ot major battles. 

Battle of _the Blue BWI (Road Block at XT 785 515), 24-29 April 

Battle of Bench Mark 75 (Road Block at XT 766 680), 1-13 May 

Battle of Tau O Bridge (NVA Strong Point at XT 765 715-730), 14 May - 22 June 

Tan Khai Fire Support Base (XT 766 772), 16 May - Qn Going 

Relief' of An Loe, 18 May - 21 June 

Although there is considerable overlap in terms of time-space and forces engaged, each vf the 
above operations was sufficiently unique to warrant individual identity and analysis. 

(1) Battle of the Blue Bus: 

(a) The first major engagement took place at the 52 east west grid line astride 
QL 13. The 101st "NVA Regiment, an independent regiment normally under regional control, was 
reinforced with the K-6 Battalion of' the 165th Regiment, 7th NVA Division. The enemy had chosen 
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an excellent position from which to make a stand, in particular on the west side of the road, 
which was the last to fall. Their fighting positions and bunkers were well constructed, and 
utilized available high terrain. Weapons employed were primarily AK-47 ·and B-40 with mortar and 
rocket support, though not of the high volume which was to be employed north of CHON THANH. After 
the 101st Regiment withdrew to the west on ·27 April 1972, the K-6 Battali on of the 165th Regiment 
remained in contact until dri ven from their 'positions on 29 April 1972. They also withdrew to the 
west and were declared by the 165th Regiment itself to be combat ineffective, having sustained 
over 200 casualti es. A sketch of enemy positions is attached as Figure F-1. 

(b) Although the 32nd Regiment initially deployed to the vicinity of CHON THANH 
by vehicle on 11 April without incident, enemy harassment along Q,L 13 between LAI KHE and CHON 
THANH continued -to mount until on 18 April it was apparent that a major effort wa$ under way to 
interdict the road between the two cities. On the morning of 22 Apri l, a civilian refugee column 
moving south from CHON THANH was fired upon by the NVA in the vicini ty of XT 782 520 ann a blue 
civilian bus loaded with civilians was struck by an enemy B-40, killing four and wounding an 
estimated twenty innocent civilians. Q,L 13 had gained the landmark around which fighting was 
centered and for which the battle would be named. The road was then completely blocked to all 
traff'ic between CHON THANH and LAI KHE (Sketch Map, Figure F-1). On 24 April the 32nd and 33rd 
Regiments lawiched combined assaults f'ron the north and south to destroy enemy forc~s blocking 
QL 13 between the 51 and 52· grid lines (Figure F-2),. while the 31st Regiment was air assaulted :f'rom 

-SUOI TRE north of CHON THANH (vicinity of XT 760 650) to secur.e CHON THANH and Highway 13 north to 
the 70 grid l i ne. Aft~

1
_five days of heavy fighting with the 101st 'NVA Regiment rei nforced by one 

battalion of the 165th NVA Regiment, the 32nd and 33rd Regiments linked up on 28-29 April, open- • 
ing QL 13 from LAI KHE to CHON THANH. The 101st 'NVA Regill!ent had been soundly defeated and was 
not combat effective again for three months. 

Results of five days fighting were as follows: 

FRIENDLY 

32nd Regiment 

33rd Regiment 

TOTAL: 

32nd Regiment: 

33rd Regiment: 

TOTAL: 

CASUALTIES 

21 KIA 

11 KIA 

32 KIA 

27 WIA 

22 WIA 

49 WIA 

lo6 NVA KIA 

TOTAL: 263 'NVA KIA 

WEAPONS CAPI'ORED 

9 Crew Served 

7 Crew Served 

16 Crew Served 

21 Individual Weapons 

13 Individual Weapons 

34 Individual Weapons 

(2) Battle of Bench Mark 75: 

(a) This engagement was a determined defensive stand by the 165th Regiment (-). 
Later in the battle, the refitted K-6 Battalion was also employed, and in the last days elements 
of the 209th Regiment. Fighting from well prepared defensive positions connected with land line 
conmunications, the enemy employed "hugging" tactics, staying as close to 21st ARVN Division UDits 
as possible to reduce losses f'rom air strikes. Indirect fire was employed by the enemy witr great 
success. In most cases, division advances were stopped by high volume of observed 61 and 82mm 
mortar fire. The .AT-3 "Sagge:r" Wire Guided AT Missile was employed with little success during .. _ 

------

.. 

this battle. Rockets were used extensively against the r ·egimental CPs and' fire bases just,.:north -
of CHON THANH and were fired primarily f'rom the west~ When finally driven from their positi~s, · { u/ . 
the 165th Regiment withdrew to the west and the 209th Regiment to the northwest to take up new 
positions at the 'UU O Bridge. A sketch of enemy positions is attached as Figure F-3. 

(b) While heavy fighting was concentrated south of CHON THANH during the last week 
of April, the 31st Regiment was running into increasingly heavy resistance to the north. By 1 May 
it was obvious that the 165th NVA Regiment, reinforced, was occupying well prepared defensive 

r - :_ 
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positions in the vicinity of Bench Mark 75 (XT 766 679) north of CHON THANH and intended to stay 
and fight (Figure F-3). Fram l to 6 May, the 31st Regiment, assisted by 8 B-52 strikes and 142 
(71 VNAF and 71 USAF) sorties of tactical air as well as over 20,000 rounds of artillery, attempted 
to penetrate or envelope the strong point to the west without success. (On 4 May, t _he 165th ?WA 
Regiment first . employed Soviet AT-3 Wire Guided Missiles.) On 6 May, two battalions of the 32nd 
Regiment began envelopment of the enemy main defensive position to the east and on 8 May the 3d Bn, 
31st Regiment was air lifted north of the main line of resistance to the vicinity of XT 776 728 
(Figure F-4). During the next three days, pres sure was maintained on the 165th NIA Regiment from 
the north and south along Q,L l3 and on l2 May responsibility f or . the entire operation was passed 
to the 32nd Regiment. (The 31st Regimental Commander had been seriously wound~d on 9 May.) On 
l3 May, the position was finally overrun and control of Q,L 13 moved north to the 70 grid line. 
Results of two weeks operations in the area were as follows: 

FRIENDLY 

3lst Regiment 

32nd Regiment 

TOTAL: 

31st Regiment 

32nd Regiment 

TOTAL: 

46 KlA 

30 KIA 

76 KIA 

CASUALTIES 

l30 WIA 

lo6 WIA 

236 WIA 

El'IBMY 

148 NIA KIA 

64 NVA KIA 

TOTAL: 212 NVA KIA 

WEAFONS CAPrURED 
\ 

3 Crew Served 

9 Crew Served 

l2 Crew Served 

Ol Individual Weapons 

22 Individual Weapons 

23 Individual Weapons 

(3) Battle of Tau O Bridge: 

(a) After being forced out of defensive positions on the east side of Q,L l3 near 
Bench Mark 75, the 209th Regiment of the 7th NVA Division withdrew north to assumP. a defensive 
posture astride Q,L 13 at the 705 east west grid line. Their positio~s, which consisted of bunkers 
with an average of two feet of overhead cover, connecting trenches, and telephone communications, 
ran in depth to the north, using high ground and other terrain features to maximum advantage. 
I.ogistical support and regimental comm.and elements were located to the west, approximately 3.5 to 
4.5 k.ilcmeters from Q,L l3. The 209th tactics emphasized the full complement of indirect fire 
weapons, with minor probes launc~.;d primarily to fix 2lst Division positions. In order to reduce 
casualties from air strikes, ?WA forces stayed withµi 20 to 50 meters of ARVN lines. The 209th 

·Regiment, avoiding major contact, was pushed north by ARVN forces to the 729 grid line, near the 
TAU O Bridge, where they continued to make a determined stand. • A sketch of the fighting positions 
is shown at Figure F-5. 

(b) Flush with a well earned victory, the 32nd Regiment was given the mission of 
clearing Q,L 13 north to the vicinity of TAU O Bridge (XT 765 729) on 14 May. It was a mission they 
could not complete. In 38 days· of hard fighting against the 209th NVA Regiment (reinforced by a 
reconnaissance element of the 7th NVA Division, the 94th NVA Sapper Company, and the 41st NVA Anti­
Tank Compa~) (Figure F-5), the 32nd Regiment was unable to drive north of the 728 grid line 
(Figure F-6). The 209th Regiment had prepar.ed an extremely strong defensive • network centered on 
the southern edge of the TAU O Stream (XT 765 729) between the 70 and 73 grid lines. Extensive 
banbardment by B-52s, tactical air, and artillery, could not disiodge them. On 21 June, the 32nd 
Regiment was replaced by the 46th Regiment of the 25th ARVN Infantry Division and on 22 June the 
regiment was attached to the 25th Division and redeployed to the HAU NGHIA area. During its 
unsuccessful effort to clear the enemy from the TAU O area, the 32nd Regiment suffered heavy 
casualties, but at high cost to the 209th NVA Regiment. Operational results:· 

FRIENDLY: 84 KIA 315 WIA 04 MIA 

02 ~41 Tanks and 03 M-ll3 APCs Destroyed 

ENEMY: 259 NVA KIA l2 Crew Served and 3l Individual Weapons captured. 
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01 Tank and 05 Tons of Ammunition Destroyed. 

(4) Tan Khai Fire Support Base: 

(a) In reaction to the establishment of the 2lst Division fire support base at 
TAN !CHAI, North Vietnamese forces, primarily the 141st Regiment, attacked TAN KHAI by daylight 
ground assault for a three day period, 20-22 May 1972. HeaVY losses were susta i ned by the enemy 
forces, primarily from tacti cal air strikes. Failing in their attempt to overrun the base, enemy 
tactics were shifted to destruction by fire and isolation from hel icopter resupply. Attacks by 
fire were carried out in large volumes using mortar, rocket, recoilless rifle, and 105mm howitzers. 
The bulk of the weapons positions were located to the west of QL 13 in order to facilitate re­
supply of ammunition. Anti-aircraft weapons, primarily ,51 cal AA machine g uns, ringed TAN KHAI. 
The SA-7 Strella missile was utilized, primarily against Cobra heli copter gunshi ps, .and fired 
primarily from 2 kilometers northwest of TAN KHAI. Infantry rema i ned dug in around TAN KHAI. w 
Two battalions of the 141st ?WA Regiment were used for the encirclement. However, movement north 
of TAN KHAI on QL 13 by 2lst Division units was not significantly opposed. Sniper fire and in-
direct f'ire were primarily eJ!lployed against uni ts moving on or near the road. A sketch of enemy 
positions is shown at Figure F-7. 

(b) Heavy NVA presuure on AN I.DC from 11 - 14 May made relief by ground forces 
essential to the beleaguered city. It was apparent that artillery support must be deployed north 
to a position capable o~ providing both close fire support to the troops maneuvering north and to 
'the defenders within AN LOC itself. The hamlet of TAN KHAI (XT 766 772) was selecte(l. as the 
initial artillery position. On 12 May, the 15th Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry Division from 
_Military Region IV, was attached to the 21st Infantry Division and the regiment, reinforced by 
the 9th Armored Cavalry Regiment, was · given the mission to secure and establish the fire base, 
(Figure F-8). On 15 May, Task Force 9th Cav, consisting of .the 9th ACR and the 1st Battalion, 
~5th Regiment, reinforced by three tubes of 105mm artillery from the 93rd .Artillery Battalion, 
attacked to the north from the vicinity of XT 765 685, bypassing enemy res'istance to the east 
of QL 13, enveloping positions between the TAU O Brioge Rnd TAN KHAI. The difficult terrain 
.southeast of TAN KHAI slowed the task force to the degree that, despite the fact that no enemy 
resistance was encountered, they arrived at .their objective on the evening of 18 May. Mean-
while, en 15 ~.ay, the 2nd Battalion, 15th Regiment;and the regimental command group, were air 
assaulted to XT 784 764iand on 16 May they secured '.CAN KHAI while three additional 105mm 
howitzers of the 93rd Artillery Battalion and one platoon of 155mm howitzers were airlifted into 
the village by VNAF Chinooks and a US Sky Crane. On 17 May, the 3rd Battalion, 14th Regiment, 
~nd the regimental light CP were also airlifted into the vicinity and the 33rd Regiment(-), 
which had moved overland the ~revi~us day also closed into TAN _KHAI. When the Task Force 9th 
Cav arrived in TAN KHAI, the :..'AN KHAI area defense COlllll8nd was organized under the control or the 
J)eputy Commander, 15th Regiment. The task force initially consisted ,or the 1st Battalion, 33rd __ _ 
Regiment, the 33rd Regiment Recon Company, and B Battery, 93rd Artillery Battalion, reinforced by 
one platoon of the 2loth Artillery Battalion. On the same day, two battalions of the 15th 
.Regiment, Task Force 9th Cav, and two battalions of the 33rd Regiment, attacked north from TAN 
KHAI to relieve AN LOC. During 15 - 19 May, enemy activity in th-e TAN KHAI vicinity was negligible. 
However, in the morning of 20 May, the 141st NVA Regiment 1 . reinforced by three tanks, attacked 
the fire base. fhe ·attack was repulsed, but for three days the 141st NVA Regiment continued to 
assault the position from the south and west (Figure F-8). Despite the h~aVY ground · >-
attacks and increasing indirect fire, the fire base continued to be consolidated and to provide J 
fire support to the units attacking to the north. On the morning of 24 May, Task Force 9th Cav, _ -~;,_ 
returned to TAN KHAI with the wounded of the 15th and 33rd Regiments. Eighteen APCs were lost •~-· 
enroute. The 9th Armored Cavalry Regiment operated from '.CAN -KHAI the remainder of the campaign. t ' 

c__. -) 

~On 30 May, the 1st Battalion, 15th Regiment,replaced the-1st Battalion, 33rd Regimentiin TAN KHAI. 
During the last week of May and the first two weeks of June, '.CAN KHAI served as a vital fire support 
base for the maneuver of troops nor.th, and on several occasions, was the only secure are& from - ,t.,; 
_which the wounded of the 15th and 33rd regiments could be evacuated by air,. On 25 May, 201 WI.A 
were extracted from TAN KHAI while the lat Battalion, 31st Regiment,was air landed in the village. 
On 7 June, the 3rd Battalion of the 31st Regiment was airlifted into the TAN KHAI vicinity and on 
.B June the 31st Regiment light CP was inserted and assumed command of the TAN KHAI area, By 18 
June, enemy activity had again increased in the TAN KHAI area, but was concentrated on destruction 
and isolation by fire. Indirect fire on the village increased to an average of 200 or more 
rounds per day and some 32 anti-aircraft sites, to include several SA-7 heat seeking missiles, 

were located in a nearly complete circle around the area. As this report is written, the battle 
for TAN KHAI continues, but incomplete results of operations of the 31st and 33rd Regiments in the 



TAN KHAI area ere outlined below: 

FRHNDLY 

31st Regiment 25 KIA 139 WI.A 

33rd Regiment 2.2 KIA 2:)..8 WI.A 

Total: 84 KI.A 357 WI.A 

3lllt Regiment 7 Crew Served 

33rd Regiment 8 Crew Served 

Total: 15 ·Crew Served 

(5) Relie:f o:f An Loe: 
t • 

CASUALTIES 

11 MI.A 

16 MI.A 

27 MIA Total: 

CAPTURED WEAPONS 

ENEMY 

295 NV.A KIA 

g2J NV.A KIA 

588 NVA KIA 

8 Individual 

45 Individual 

53 Individual 

(a) .As 21st Division units moved north from TA-l'i KHAI in the latter portion of May, 
enemy units once again defended from fortified positions with tactics identical to those used in the 
southern battles. At the southern edge of the rubber, in the vicinity of XT 7680, one battalion of 
the 141st Regiment and other unidentified elements of the 9th VC Divisi-On atte!!!pted to· stop the 
movement to the north by relief forces. As in the past, the enemy employed large volumes of in~ 
direct fire of all types, · including artillery. Tanks were briefly and unsuccessfully employed 
against the 15th and 33rd Regiments. The enemy also emplpyed . 51 cal, 23mm and 37mm anti-aircra:ft 
weapons from positions on both sides-of QL 13. One road block was retained by the enemy at the 
southern edge of the rubber in the vicinity of XT 765 805, and remained in force until Mid-July. 
The 165th Regiment, destroyed earlier in the Bench Mark 75 battle, became combat effective again 
a:fter refit in the MINH TH.~NH erea, on or about 20 June 1972 and ~as em~loyed agsinet the 33rd 
Regiment _in the vicinity of XT 758 833. A sketch of enemy dispositions is shown at Figure F-9. 

(b) On 18 May, the 15th Regiment (-), the 33rd Regiment ( - ) , and Task Force 9th Cav 
attacked north from TAN KHAI (XT 765 772) to link up with the 5th Infantry Division in .AN I.OC, 
(Figure F-10). Enemy resistance was heavy, particularly against the 15th Regiment and Task Force 
9th Cav (Figure F-9). By 23 May, attacking uni ts had been unable to go :further north than the 
vicinity of XT 750 845 and had sustained over 200 casualties. _ .As the intensity of anti-aircr~:ft 
tire precluded heliborne evacuation, it was decided to evacuate the wounded south to TAN KHAI by 
APCs on the night of 23-24 May. Task Force 9th Cav fought its way to the fire base and the wounded 
were evacuated the :following day. By the 25th of May, the 15th Regiment{-) had been forced to con­
solidate its position in the vicinity of XT 750 845 and, while it had defended itself" against 
several heavy assaults supported by tanks, the regiment was unable to ·move any further north. 
Meanwhile the 33rd Regiment(-) had been brought south out of the rubber to reorganize and ~tabilize 
the situation in the TAN KHAI sector in the vicinity.of XT 760 798. On -31 May, the 33rd Regiment 
again began attacking north. By 1 June, the 15th Regiment(-) had been reduced to 239 effective 
troops and the 33rd Regiment was meeting heavy resil!tance, but was moving north along the east side 
of QL 13. On 4 June, in what turned out to be the decisive 111:)Ve of the battle, the 6th Airborne 
Battalion was attached to the 21st Division and was air assaulted to a LZ in the vicinity of XT 
753 795. Two companies of replacement troops (300) for the 15th Regiment(-) moved with the 6th 
Airborne Battalion. By 6 June, the 6th Airborne Battalion had linked up with the 15th Regiment 
(-) in the vicinity of XT 760 845 and the 33rd Regiment had advanced north to XT 770 837.- On 7 June 
the 33rd Regiment was able to secure a PZ for medevac and on the following day, the 15th Regiment(-) 
evacuated 149 WIA and the 6th Airborne Battalion linked up with the 8th Airborne Battalion 

_ (Attached to the 5th Division in AN WC) in the vicinity of XT 759 868 and XT 756 866, east of 
c:/ ·_. highway 13. Qn 9 June, the 15th Regiment linked up -with the 5th Airborne Battalion on the west of 

- QL 13 and 2lst Division troops now controlled QL 13 south from the 865 grid line to 810. On 13 
June, the 2nd ·Battalion, 31st Regiment ~as detached from the division and air assaulted into AN 
LOC where it came under operational control of the 5th Infantry Division. On the following day, 
the 15th Regiment(-) and the 6th Airborne Battalion were also detached from the 21st Divi!ion and 
att~~.hed to the 5th Div~s~on in AN LOC. The 33rd Regiment continued to secure QL 13 between the 81 
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and 85 gr_id lines until 17 June when the 21st Division area of operativps was lowered to the 83 
grid line and the 33rd Regiment 1110ved its northern elements south. On 18 June, the 1st Airborne 
Brigade was placed under operational control of the 21st Division while it moved south to TAN 
KHA! for extraction and return to SAIGON. Despite heavy enemy resistance on 19 June in the vi cinity 
XT 765 796 and intense indirect fire on the PZ (XT 765 765), the extraction was completed on 21 
June. The 15th Regiment was air lifted back to LAI KHE and returned to 9th Infantry Division · control 
on 23 June. At the close of the reporting period the 33rd Regiment remains south of AN LOC (vic­
inity XT 762 820) and the 31st Regiment continues to secure the TAN !CHAI area. The remarkable 
record of the 15th Regiment during the relief of AN LOC deserves special note. The regiment suffer­
ed 138 killed, 511 seriously wounded, and 57 missing. However, in this 35 day period, the 15th 
Regiment killed 328 NVA and captured 89 individual weapons, 42 crew served weapons to include a 
2Qom cannon, and destroyed 4 tanks and several tons of assorted ammunition. 

CASUALTIES 

FRIENDLY ENEMY 

15th Regiment 138 KIA 511 WIA 57 MIA 328 NVA KIA 

33rd Regiment _§!.KIA 274 WIA _l MIA ~ NVA KIA 

Total: 199uCIA 785 WIA 60 MIA 684 NVA KIA 

CAPI'URED WEAPONS 

15th Regiment 42 Crew Served 89 Individual 

33rd Regiment 14 Crew Served 48 Individual 

Total: . 56 Crew Served 137 Individual 

(6) A recapitulation of total losses sustained by 21st Infantry Division units and enemy 
losses illflicted during the BINH LONG Campaign is at Appendix 2. 

'J 
(1) Fire Support. The 21st Infantry Division Artillery consists of four firing battalions of 

which three are 105mm howitzer battalions and one is a 155mm howitzer battalion. The three 105mm 
howitzer battalions, the 211th, 212th, and 213th Battalions provide direct support to the 32nd, 
33rd, and 31st Regiments, respectively. The 155= howitzer battalion, the 210th, normally provides 
one tiring battery to each of the 105mm battalions as reinforcing artillery. • In all, the division 
has a total of fifty-four 105mm howitzers and eighteen 155= howitzers. The authorized strength 
of the division artillery is 2,140 personnel, consisting of 216 officers, 502 noncommissioned 
officers, and 1,422 enlisted men. 

(2) Concept of Operations. 

(a) Field Artillery. Division artillery moved thirty 105mm howitzers and six 155mm how­
itzers complete with crews and equipnent by C-130 aircraft from Military Region IV to support the 
BINH LONG Campaign. Twenty-four 105nm howitzers and twelve 155mm howitzers made a road march and 
closed at Lai Khe on 12 April 1972. 21st Division Artillery howitzer status during the campaign is 
sl.lDlllarized below: 

LAI . .KHE Mr:LITARY RmION IV 

DATE 105 ill 105 155 

12 April 1972 42 12 12 6 
(1) 

12 May 1972 48 12 12 6 
(2) 

18 May 1972 48 14 12 6 

30 May 1972 48 12 
(3) 

12 6 

< f_~ 
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18 June 1972 

23 June 1972 

(4) 
42 

(5) 
36 

12 

12 

(1) One battery attached from 9th Division Artillery. 

(2) One platoon attached from 5th Division Artil.:J.ery. 

(3) 5th Division Artillery platoon detached. 

(4) One battery diverted to Military Region IT. 

(5) 9th Division Artillery Battery detached. 

(4) 
18 

18 

6 

6 

! During the Battle of the Blue Bus, the majority of the artillery fire su:pport was provided from 
the south as shown at Figure F-ll. This operation was characterized by the ability of the artillery 
to move in such a manner as to enable the Fire Support Coordination Center (FSCC) to mass multiple 
Fire Support Bases (FSB) on singular targets in the battle area. The artillery moved continuously 
to include the moving of 105mm howitzers up to the battle area in the direct fire role against 
bunkers and recoilless rifle positions. 

2 On 29 April, with link up- accomplished, several artillery units moved forward to Chon Thanh and 
reinforced division artillery units that had been displaced prior to the time of the blockade. 
FSB Rang Dong (XT 788 458) ahd. FSB Hoa Binh (XT 785 515) were left with two platoons of 105mm. 
howitzers each to provide road security. · During this operation, the artillery fired 65,044 105mm. 
and 28,814 155mm. rounds. No howitzers were damaged but 4 105mm. howitzers were destroyed. 

1 During the Battle of Bench Mark 75, artillery was restricted to the general vieinity of the town 
of Chon Thanh and limited in its ability to maneuver. Several :fire support bases were constructed 
e.s shown in Figure F-12. Deceptive measures such as dummy positions and frequent moves by the 
artillery were utilized to reduce the effectiveness of the enemy indirect fire. This operation was 
characterized by a tr-=l!lendous increase in enemy indirect fire. Each artillery battalion maintained 
an active hostile fire target list. These target lists were utilized in firing counter mortar/ 
counter rocket and on suspected enemy locations -and proved to be generally successful.. Initia~ 
in this operation, the 31st Regiment was the forw¥d element with its direct support unit, the · 

~2l3th Artillery Battalion (-), reinforced by one battery of the 21oth Artillery Battalion. The 
213th Artillery Battalion(-) was located with the 31st Regimental CP at FSB Hung Dung (XT 765 651) 
with twelve 105mm howitzers and the reinforcing battery of six 155m howitzers was at FSB Dong 
~en (XT 767 648). The FSCC was established at the 31st Regiment CP and the fire support coordi­
n,.tor was the 213th Artillery battalion commander. • As the operation progressed, the direct 
support unit of the 32nd Reg:illlent, the 2llth Artillery Battalion, reinforced by a battery (-) of 

j;he 21oth Artillery Battalion, occupied mobile positions north and south of Chon Thanh and had a 
reinforcing mission. The FSCC at FSB Hung Dung coordinated fires of the 213th Artillery Battalion 
and the 2llth Artillery Battalion and their reinforcing elements as well as fires of the airborne 
artillery, who were firing in support of airborne units to the north. When the 32nd Regiment re­
placed .the 31st Regiment, the 2llth Artillery Battalion moved forward to Hung Dung,and the 213th 
Artillery Battalion moved to FSB Chien Thang (XT 759 626) and FSB Binh Minh (XT 773 622~ and the 
_?11th Artillery Battalion co=.ander assumed the duties of the fire support coordinator. Throughout 
this operation, resupply of amnunition was accomplished'by truck. The artillery fired 65,279 rounds 
pf 105mm and 10,689 rounds of 155mm in support of this operation. Two 105mm howitzers were damaged 
or destroyed. 

4 The Battle of Tau O Bridge was characterized by static locations of artillery at FSB Hung Dung, 
FSB Dong Tien, FSB Chien Thang, and FSB Binh Minh, as shown in Figure F-13. Due to inadequate . 
security forces, the artillery's ability to maneuver was virtually eliminated. The FSCC was 
relocated with the 32nd Regiment CP at FSB Hung Dung with the 2llth Artillery battalion commander 
perfonning the duties of fire support coordinator. Due to the static situation, it was absolutely 
necessary to maintain complete active target lists and conduct aggressive counter mortar/counter 
rocket fires. Resupply of ammunition during this operation was accomplished by truck. Two 105mm. 
howitzers were damaged and one destroyed. One 155mm howitzer was damaged and one destroyed . 

.2. The occupation and consolidation of TAN KHAI forced the artillery to construct two new FSBs to 
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the north of Hung Dung. These two FSBs were named FSB Ca Mau (XT 766 690) and FSB Quyet Tam 
(XT 794 697), as shown in Figure F-14. On 16 May 1972, three 105mm howitzers of the 93rd Artillery 
Battalion and one platoon of 155mm howitzers were moved to Tan Khai by air where FSB Long Phi (XT 
766 773) was established. The remaining three howitzers of the 93rd Artillery Battalion moved over~ 
land to Long Phi with the 9th Cavalry. The FSCC -~~as established at Long Phi with the 212th Artillery 
battalion commander performing the duties of the fire support coordinator. Artillery at Long Phi 
fired both indirect and direct fire for its own defense. Artillery from FSB Ca Mau and FSB Quyet 
Tam fired extensive defensive and support fire around Long Phi. Large amounts of tactical air 
support were employed. All coordination of this fire support was accomplished at the FSCC in Long 
Phi. Long Phi artillery suffered extremely heavy personnel and equipment losses but continued to 
provide limited fire - support for its_defense and the operations to the north. FSB Ca Mau and FSB 
Quyet Tam provided fire support to all 21st Division elements north of their locations with coord­
ination being accomplished in the FSCC at Long Phi. Resupply of ammunition to Long Phi was 
initially accomplished by CH-47 and later by parachute drop. 

6 Relief of An Loe occurred simultaneously with ·the consolidation to Tan Khai. Due to heavy loss-
) es o~ personnel and equi?11ent, failure to open QL 13 south of Tan Kbai, and intense, anti-aircraft 

fire,only limited fire support could be provided from FSB Long Phi. Long Phi conti nued to be 
shelled daily by intense mortar and howitzer fire. An additional platoon of 105= howitzers was 
sir lifted by CH-47 into Long Phi to replace destroy~d howitzers. Shortly thereafter, one of 

1:· ­
r -

•these 105mm howl tzers was also damaged by enemy indirect f'ire. For the majority of this operation 
only one 105mm howitzer ~nd one 155mm howitzer were capebie of firing from Long Phi. Only 
cannibalization of the remaining damaged or destroyed howitzers made this possible. The 15th anq 
33rd Regiments were out of range of 105mm howitzer support from FSB Ca Mau and Quyet Tam and, 
therefore, had to rely totally on the 155am howitzers from FSB Ca Nau and FSB Quyet Tam. These 
155mm ho-witzers fired at maximum range to l!Upport this operatiop and each ho-witzer had to b.e 
individually adjusted when firing close troop support. This greatly di minished the volume of fire 
that could be brought to bear on the enemy. Tactical air support became the primary means of fire 
support. The FSCC remained in FSB Long Phi with the 212th Artillery battalion commander as the 
fire support coordinator. Resupply of annnunition to Long Phi was still accomplished by parachute 
drop. During the Tan Khai and An Loe operation, six 105mm howitzers were damaged and seven 
destroyed. One 155mm howitzer ~as damaged~and three destroyed. The artillery fired 180,951 rounds 
of 105am and 29,994 rounds of 155= during these oper~ticns. 

(b) Air Support. Throughout this campaign, the 21st Infantry Division received both VNAF and 
USAF air support. VNAF maintained an Air Liaison Section in the Di.vision Tactical Operations 

.-Center (DTOC), which was responsible for the coordination of VNAF L-19, helicopter, and tactical 
air support. Requests for VNAF tactical air support were approved a·;, the Di vision Fire Support 
Element (FSE) and forwarded to the air liaison section, who then misbioned VNAF units to provide 
the requested support. -Preplanned airstrik.es we're planned by the division FSE and were requested 
from Military Region (MR) III Direct Air Support Center {DASC}. III USAFjvNAF sir coordination 
line wu established on a daily bas.is. Sk.yspots were continuously requested, but none were . 
received during the report . period. There was a scarcity of VNAF L-19 aircraft for use in serial 
ob11ervation, since the majority of L-19 usage was for Forward Air Controller (FAC) operat-ions. 
Helicopter assets available were adequate. They were used for command and control helicopters 
during the first part of the campaign and later were used as lfft pack.ages. The amount of VNAF 
~actical air sorties was sufficient and vas hindered only by bad weather. SJ.ow moving aircraft with 
·soft ordnance were the most effective due to the ability of providing close support to friendly 
troops. All U .s. tactical air support was coordinated by the DTOC advisor based on requests from 
ARVN coamanders and U.S. advisors in the field. The DTOC advisor forwarded tactical air requests 
to the MR III for-ward CP. The infantry advisor in the field performed the mission of the Tactical 
Air Control Party (TACP), utilizing the USAF FAC. Immediate airstrikes were requested directly by 
the TACP through the FAC to the 7th Air Force DASC. The USAF FACs performed in a truly outstanding 
manner throughout the entire campaign. They flew in unworkable weather for long periods of time, 
hoping for a break. in the clouds large enough to put in tactical air. They continually conducted 
visual reconnaissance missions when they were no~ controlling fighter aircraft and provided some 
excellent intelligence and acquired maoy targets ,of opportunity. The following is a summary of 
tactical air sorties flown during the report period. 

Battle of the Blue Bus 
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Battle of Bench Mark 75 

Tau O, Tan !Chai, and An loc 

Total: 

139 

2!£ 
1023 

289 

1708 

2145 

The 21st Infantry Division .also received a consid~rable amount of B-52 air support. All B-52 bomb 
requests were submitted by the division G2 to the MR III forward CP based on confirmed intelligence, 
The Division G2 was responsible for requesting aerial photo reconnaissance missions from the MR 
III forward CP. Lack of emphasis . from the division and an excessive time delay be tween request 
time and receipt time caused them to be marginally effective. For details pertaining to TAC Air, 
see Appendix 5, ·Annex C. 

(3) Sm.MARY. A total of 311,274 rounds of 105mm and 69,497 rounds of 155mm ammunition 
were fired and a total of 10 105mm howitzers and 2 155mm howitzers were damaged and 12 105mm 
howitzers and 4 155mm howitzers were destroyed. 

Personnel losses were: 

OFFICERS 
NCO 
:EM 

Total: 
' - ' 

WIA 

29 
21 

lo6 

156 

KIA 

2 
9 

26 

37 

A total of 9 fire support bases have been constructed. Three 105mm howitzer batteries and one 
155mm howitzer battery were attached to Military Region IV which resulted in only six 105mm 
howitzer batteries and two 155mm howitzer batteries left to support the 21st Infantry Division. 

d.. Personnel Functions. 

(1) Casualty Statistics. (Appendix 3, Tab A), Appendix 3 is a chart reflecting the number 
of comnanders who became casualties. : • 

(2) Replacements. Appendix 4. 

(3) Morale. Throughout this period the morale .•of the division has been high. One 
indicator of the high morale was the number of desertions which were lower during this period 
than in the previous quarter. The,..e were 1,443 desertions during this period compared with 1,697 
in the quarter ending March 1972. This was despite the intense combat and operations away from 
the soldiers•· homes in the Delta. 

(4) Medical l;'roblems, Disease and Sanitation. 

(a) Medical Problems. Throughout the campaign the only prevalent medical problem 
was the evacuation of wounded personnel, This was true both of surface and air evacuations. 
Surface evacuations were hampered by a shortage of jeep ambulances caused by the loss of four 
ambulances in an NVA ambush south of Chon Thanh in early April. Air evacuations were hampered 
repeatedly by the inability to get evacuation helicopters into the 31st and 33rd Regiments at Tan 
Khai and north of Tan Khai, respectively, because of the intense enemy anti-aircraft fire in the 
area and bad weather during a large portion of the campaign. 

(b) Disease. There were no significant problems with disease in the campaign. 
Persons identified as having malaria upon arrival in III Corps were evacuated for treatment. An 
effective anti-malaria program at battalion level precluded further problems. A potential problem 
of an outbreak of disease from the numerous NVA bodies spread along QL 13 was countered by 
spreading DDT powder over the bodies. 

( 5) Awards. Appendix 5 

e, Supply Functions. 
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(1) Coordination. As the 21st In:fantry Division arrived in LAI KHE, coordination for 
supply matters was provided directly from G4, MR III end III ALC. &>tor transport was available 
at the BIEN HOA airfield to mOYe the troops and materiel into staging areas in and around LAI KHE. 
Higher headquarters, ARVN, and advisory elements, visited the division to ascertain the immediate 

-- combat requirements and establish the logistic line of ~ommunication. 

(2) Resupply. Ammunition was the priority item upon arrival, with rations the second 
priority. Supply of Class V and I was handled on the "through-put" concept of getting the supplies 
from the base depots in SAIGON as near to the user as possible. The general flow of Class V was 
excellent, even after the LAI KHE ammunition dump exploded on 16 April 1972 and all 735 short tons 
were destroyed. The III ALC responded rapidly and a steady flow of Class V continued into the LAI 
KHE ammunition dump. From time to time there were serious shortages, but generally the pipeline 
was responsive. When QL 13 was opened to CHON THANH on 29 May 1972, a forward Class V dump was 
opened and the "through-put" concept continued to that location. A three day supply of Class V 
was maintained in the LAI KHE ammunition dump to back-up the field units, but delivery was 
dependent on VNAF. The critical items of Class V throughout the campaign were the M72 LAW, M74 
(XM 202), 105mm HE, and 155mm HE. 

(3) Aerial Resupply. As division units approached AN LOC, air resources were required 
to resupply the isolated units in the field. On 22 May 1972, parachute drops were i nstituted to 
relieve shortages utilizing C-13O aircraft, of rations and ammunition, POL products for the 9th 
Cavalry Regiment were alsp air dropped to keep the APCs running in the TAN KHAI area. The 
maximum aircraft load for the C-13O was sixteen short tons with one short ton comprising one 
pallet. During the campaign, a total of 944 short tons of material was parachuted to isolated 
units of the division with a recoverability rate of 9'cl,. The major problem in thi s area was 
inaccurate reporting of the drop zone coordinates. Wind variance and delivery malfunctions 
caused. some bundles to be lost. Due to the intense hostile fire in th·e drop zone, all available 
helicopter transportation into these areas was utilized for medevac purposes, and aerial delivery 
items such as parachutes, even though in critically short supply, could not be adequately re­
tro~aded. For more details pertaining to aerial resupply, see Annex C. 

(4) Repair Parts Supply. Repair parts supply was generally adequate. Maintenance 
Company, 21Gt Logistical Battaliou, reacted well to the EFD requirewea~B of division artillery. , 1 , , 
Critical .repair parts were the same country-widt and artillery pieces were sometimes "down" - ~J_,_j 
longer than considered normal. As the campaign progressed, the supply line began to adjust to 
the increased requirements and such critical items as obturator spindles, recoil mechanisms, 
artillery tubes, and other miscellaneous but necessary parts, became available in limited 
quantities. Land transportation suffered due to the lack of fuelf pump$~ engines and tires for the 
2½ ton truck, M35A2. Because of the difficulty in obtaining these repair parts, Corps trans­
portation was heavily relied upon to convoy the bulk of ammunition and supply requirements from 
SAIGON. 

(5) Replacement ofcqmb~t ,losses. Replacement of combat losses was less than adequate . ... 
Appendix 6 provides a picture of the total combat losses in the 21st Division and the replacements 
supplied. In many instances the requirements are not yet filled (Tab A Appendix 6). During the 
first phase of the campaign the 21st Division did not receive a proportionate share of the combat 
loss replacements as evidenced in Tab B Appendix 6. 

f. Communications. ARVN communications, both radio and telephone, posed no major problem 
to the 21st Division initially. The only problem to arise during the course of the campaign, was 
that of communications over long distances by field units. This was overcome by establishing 
a division light command post within communicating distance of field units in the vicinity of 
TAN !CF.AI (XT 766 772). US advisory nets followed the same system as ARVN. However, due to the 
shortage of US personnel on the DCAT, a light comm:nnd post was not feasible. The problem was 
overcome by use of the established automatic retransmission station at NUI BA DEN, and when 
necessary, ali autom&tic airborne retransmission station. The TRAC communic'ations officrr is to be 
commended for his assistance in all commo matters. For further details pertaining to communications, 
see Annex C. 

g. Psychological Functions. The Political Warfare Program (POLWAR) and psychological 
operations of the division were employed to their fullest extent throughout the BINH LONG Campaign. 
Although formal POLWAR instruction was discontinued for the most part, the program was not entirely 
dissolved. Soldiers were .continually advised of the situation and the efforts and aims of the 
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GVN, No attempt was made to subvert or color the vews for the benefit of the soldiers. On 20 
June, two Hoi Chanhs of the 209th NVA Regiment surrendered thenselves to the 32nd Regiment. 

- Interrogation revealed that some members of their unit were ready to defect to the GVN side. 
Acting on this information, leaflet drops were made and tape recordings were produced for loud 
speaker broadcasts into areas pinpointed by the Hoi Chanhs,. Results to the division were negaffve. 

h. Civil Actions and Civil Affairs. When the division initially deplo~ed into the BINH 
LONG province area, there was a strong need for civic action in order to demonstrate to the 
people of the area that the GVN was providing security. To fulfill these objectives, a civic 
action team of the division was sent to CHON THANH on 15 April. The team not only treated the· 
sick and wounded refUgees streaming into CHON THANH from AN LOC, but it provided definite evidence 
to the people that the GVN was continuing its commitment. Prior to the battle of TAN KHAI during 
the period 17-19 May, approximately 3,000 civi lians were transported from TAN KHAI to CHON THANH 
by CH-47 and UH-lHs of VNAF. These "mercy" f lights .saved countless lives as the battle of TAN 
KHAI began in earnest on 20 May. On 13 June, over 10,000 refugees from. ).! LOC were fed, treated 
and provided transportation from CHON THANH. Throughout the entire campai~n individual acts of 
kindness contributed much more to good civilian relationships than can be evaluated. S0ldiers 
gave their food and water to . the refugees; medics treated the sick and wounded; and whenever • 
possible, vehicles moving south out of the contact areas were filled with refugees fleeing 
their homes. • 

\ . . 
i. Engineer Support. QL 13 was damaged after each battle to such an extent that engineer 

support was absolutely necessary to clear and ·repair the road. As in each subsequent battle, the 
battles of the Blue Bus and Bench Mark 7$ were closely followed by road clearing operations· 
conducted by the Engineer Battalion of the division. In botb cases, numerous anti-tank and anti­
vehicular mines were found. These mines, for the most part, had been ernplaced in small crater holes 
and then camouf'laged. Bomb craters and all other holes were filled without delay to allow heavy 
vehicular traffic to move along the highway. After the battles of the Blue Bus and Bench Mark 75, 
fire bases were constructed on the ground formerly held by INA forces. The fire bases at ·XT 7852 
and XT 7669 were constructed quickly and smoothly with engineer equipment on hand and good 
professional advice to the infantry commanaer. In addition, "ROME" plows were employed extens­
ively bet~ee~ CHON TH.'\NR and L"4I ~IE to clear vast amounts of underg:ro-wth away f'rom the high¥1&y 
thus denying enemy units access to closely observe and interdict highway traffic. 

j. Senior Advisor's Evaluation. The 21st Infantry Division has fought well and with great 
distinction during the entire BINH LONG Campaign. Some problems were encountered. Shortly after 
arrival in LAI 1UiE Major Gener..:l NGUYEN VINH NGHI, and several of his key . staff officers were re­
assigned to the Delta and numw.·ous key · leaders from company through regimental level were lost 
to enemy action. The intensity of fire and the tenacious tactics of enemy Torces were far 
superior to that normally encountered by the division in Mil.j..tary Region IV. Employment of the __ 
division cavalry assets in MR IV was normally so dispersed that the 9th,ACR found itself completely 
unprepared for conventional employment during the BINH LONG Campaign. - Nevertheless, the 2ist 
Infantry Division arrived in Military Region III prepared to fight, adjusted rapidly to the new 
environment, fought bravely, and achieved significant results. It was the only ARVN division in 
Vietnam that was continuously assi~ed an offensive mission throughout the NGUYEN HUE Campaign. 

At the end of the BINH LONG Campaign 1972, the 21st Infantry Division remains a cohesive fighting 
force. With an opportunity to refit and conduct selected corrective training, it should prove 
to be more effective than it was prior to arrival in Military Region III. Without additional 

17 
1
~: _ training or refitting, it is still rated combat effective, but .less so than on 1 April. New NCO 

and company grade leaders remain to be developed to replace tho.se lost in combat. 

4. CONCLUSIONS: 

a. Tre 21st Infantry Division was instrumental in stopping the Ncrth Vietnamese drive on 
SAIGON in April and May 1972. When the 21st Division arriv";!d in LAI KHE, leading elements of the 
attacking N'vA force were deploying 10 Kilometers north of LAI KHE and all major .maneuver forces 
of Mill tary Region III were fully committed. J;n three major battles during April and the first 
two weeks of May, the 21st Infantry Division thwarted the INA drive south, destroyed the ·101st 
N'/A Regiment, and drove the 7th N'vA Division approximately 20 kilometers to the north where it 
was forced to concentrate in order. to delay further advances of the 21st Division, the 7th INA 
Division thus subjected itself to devastating attack by fire, eliminating any further capability 
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to attack to the south. 

b. Although the 21st Division was unable to eliminate the road block of highway 13 in the 
vicinity of TAU 0 1 division maneuvers should be credited for the r elief of AN LOC . 21st Infantry 
Division troops were unable to penetrate the 7th NVA Division road block of Q,L 13 in the vicinity 
of the TAU O BRIDGE from 14 May - 22 June. However, the division did succeed in enveloping the 
enemy position and fought north to TAN KHA! and ultimately, AN LOC. When the 15th and 33r-d In:- ­
fantry Regiments first appeared north of TAN KHAI on 18 - 20 May, the 5th VC Division was forced 
to divert its attention from AN LOC and to disperse forces to meet the threat from the south. 
From that point forward, the AN LOC defenders were under ~ver-decreasing pressure as ground forces 
and indirect fire were redirected south to engage the 21st Infantry Division. Following link 
up of forces on 8 - 9 June, the only flight path and LZ possible for heliborne reinforcement and 
medevac was secured by the 33rd Infantry Regiment astride highway 13 south of AN LOC. 

c. The BINH LONG Ca·:noaign 1972 has frustrated North Vietnam's intention of seizing all or 
a part of the SAIGON ·- BIEN HOA - LONG BINH complex, has destroyed a significant portion of the 
enemy's regular f orces , and has lessened the NVA bargaining position at PARIS . 

5. LESSONS .LEARNED: 

a. ADMINl_STRATION AND LOOISTICS. 
~ -

(1) Personnel. The ARVN replacement system was surprisingly capable of providing enlist­
ed replacements. However, it proved inadequate with respect to NCO's and junior officers. A more 
responsive system of officer and NCO replacements is urgently required i:f the ARVN is to field ~ 

anything more than a leaderless mass. It should b·e ·noted that the individual soldier is o:f good 
quality and is most receptive and willing to :follow good leaders. 

(2) Leadership. Regimental and higher level leadership was not tactically or ps!cho­
logically prepared for a battle of the duration and intensity of the BINH LONG Campaign. Company 
and battalion level leaders lacked preparation for the close coordination necessary between fire 
and maneuver elements. At all ievels above battali on, the value of personal presence of the 
commander at the ci·.i.Llcal point and time was badly overlook.ed. 

(3) Supply Economy. Conservation o:f supplies and basic supply economy was not satisfac­
t.ory. Ammunition, parti cularly small arms of the individual soldier, was discarded, mistreated, 
and shamefully wasted. 

(4) Ammunition Storage. Ammunition storage :facilities were not properly constructed :for 
the high intensity indirect :fire encountered durlng the campaign. They were too easily destroyed by 
rockets and mortars. Berms must be higher, individual dumps smaller, and dispersion increased. 

b. OPERATIONS AND INTELLIGENCE. 

(1) Combat Intelligence. Although it excelled in counterinsurgency operations, the 
21st Infantry Division was not or~nized, trained, or otherwise· prepared to obtain effective 
combat intelligence required :for conventional warfare. The failure to use combat patrols .or to 
prop~rly analyze the effects .Q~ terrain on operations were prime examples of this inadequacy. 

(2) NVA Tactics. Several isolated comments are appropriate. 

(a) Attack. Without adequate opportunity (time) :for methodical preparation, 'NVA 
ground attacks did not present serious problems to well prepared troops. As a rule, the attacks 
were violeLt, of short duration, and poorly coordinated. The best defense · against attack of NVA 
units was fire-power and :frequent movement. 

(b) Use of Armor. NVA use o:f armor was very poor. Tanks were not properly supported 
by infantry and, on several occasions, were committed in the attack, without :firing their weapons. 
A:fter the shock of the first encounter with 'NVA armor, troops of the 21st Infantry Division had 
little trouble de_stroying tanks. For the most part, NVA tanks were committed piece-meal and never 
in groups larger than five. 

( c) Indirect Fire. 'NVA employment o:f mortars, rockets, and artillery was highly 
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effective. Ninety percent of friendly casualties came from indirect· fire. One of the mo11t 
effective countermeasures employed was frequent troop movement. The accuracy of the NVA in­
direct fire was the result of sk:illful use of observer parties whic_h closely followed the 
friendly troops and adjusted fi.res. Use of VT fuzes in close proximity to friendly positions, 
combat patrols, and interdiction of the NVA observer's wire communication lines proved moderate­
ly successful in suppressing this fire, NVA Unit11 have clearly proven their ability to infiltrate 
large quantities of heavy amnunition far exceeds previous expectations. 

(3) ARVN Operations. 

(a) Armor. Division utilization of armor and cavalry assets was ineffective. ARVN 
armor has been so poorly utilized for so long that a major retraining program is essential from 
top to bottom. The most notable deficiencies of all were a complete lack of aggressiveness and 
leadership at !El: level and an inability to work with the infantry. • 

(b) Use of Fire and Maneuver. While massive firepower was employed by divisional 
units during the BINH LONG Campaign, overall results were not colllll:ensurate with the effort, lar~e­
ly because maneuver was not properly coordinated with the fire support. Infantry assault 
techniques were weak: and fire coordination at the· company and battalion levels was poor. Company 
and battalion size units did not employ all their organic weapons, particu1arly mortars and re­
coilless rifles. In many cases, these weapons were not even· taken to the field. The concept o·f 
maneuver unit firepower _{!lust be stressed further in the t'uture. 

• (c) Artillery. While massive artillery support was available to the ground command­
ers, there was a definite lack of fire support coordination at all levels of command. Commanders 
did not fully employ the techniques of fire planning and fire support coordination, particularly 
in regard to daily fire planning and the massing of fires. Battalion commanders generally ignored 
their forward observer parties and adjusted their own artillery. 

(d) B-52 Strikes and Tactical Air Support. As the campaign progressed there was 
an lncreasing dependency on B-52 strikes and tactical air support by ARVN commanders. Battalion 
and regimental comm&nders would not move te .contact until air support ~as utilized. Subeequent 
meneu:-:~::-s ~ere gene!'ally oot ::!ggressive and units were committed piecew~al. B-52 striA.es wel·~ 
effective for coverage of large areas and to attack massed enemy troops. However, because of 
troop safety requiremente, the enemy directly opposed to friendly lines was not endangered. Thus, 
while B-52's spelled the difference in the defense of AN LOC, they were not as effective during 
offensive operations of the 21st Division. During the initial battle of TAN KHAI and the relief 
of AN LOC, tactical air support was the most effective combat power available. The accuracy, 
devastation, and responsiveness of US tactical air meant the difference between victory and de­
feat. 

( e) VNAF Air Support. 

1 Helicopter Support. VNAF helicopter assets were disappointing: Pilots 
were reluctant to-fiy into high_ intensity areas despite the need for medevac and resupply and 
often would not land to pick up the wounded one~ they did get to the PZ; pilots were not depend-
able; ground-to-air coordination was, at times, noQexistent; and most importantly, ground i _ 
commanders and troope alike, had no confidence in .VNAF helicopter crews. 

2 Tactical Air. VNAF tactical air strikes were for the most part comparable 
with US tactical air although VNAF assets were not employed with the frequency of US assets. As 
with US tactical air, maneuver to capitalize on the benefits of the strikes was sorely lacking. 

(f) RVNAF Supply System. The RVNAF supply system reacted well under the stress of 
the combat situation in providing the basic necessities; however, the amount of depot stecks 
was not large enough to satisfy all the demands placed on the system. The shortages P"ident ••• 
during this period were the same as those experienced during more normal times, i.e., 
ammunition, and artillery parts with high usage factors. 

6. RE::OMMENDATIONS : 

a. That all action possible be expeditiously taken to correct deficiencies noted during the 
conduct of BINH LONG operations, particularly in the fields of leadership, armor tactics, and 
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combined arms operations. 

b. That the 2list Infantry Division be considered for award of the United State!!! Dhtin­
guished Unit __ Citation for its vital part in this campaign. 

c. That the 21st Division Combat ·Assistance Team (MACV .Advis·ory Team 51) be recommended 
for sward of the Valorous Unit Citation for its heroic actions during the BINH WNG Campaign 
1972. During the campaign, the 21st DCAT and its attached unit, the 15th Itegimental Combat 
.Assistance Team, had f our members killed and 18 others wounded in action, including seven 
advisors medically evacuated from the Republic of Vietnam. The heroic actions of the 35 members 
of these two teams resulted in the ·award of 46 valor awards; . one Distinguished Service . Cross·, 
21 Silver Stars, one Distinguished Flying -Cross, 3 Soldiers Medals, 14 Bronze Star Medals "v", 
on-e .Air Medal ''V", and 5 Army Commendation Medals "V". Nine additional awards for valor are 
still pending to include an additional Distinguished Service Cross. Few units have compiled 
8UCh a commendable record . 

d. That consideration be given to the extension of the BINH LONG Campaign 1972 time frame 
to include the period 25 June - 8 July. It was during this time that the enemy made his last 
determined attacks against the 33rd Regiment ·south of .AN LOC. This ba-btle should be included 
as a part of the BINH LONG Campaign. 

•: ( ' :,: .Appendixes : · \ . . 

.Appendix 1 Task Organization 

.Appendix 2 ,. Operational -Summary 

.Appendix 3 q~sua_lfieY--..... • - , , , 

Appendix 4 --. Replacements --,--, 

.Appendix 5 Awards 

.Appendix 6 -- Combat Los·ses 
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Appendix 1 (Task Organization) to Annex E (21st_ Infantry Division) t&. After-Action Report, BINH 
) I.ONG Campaign 1972. 

) 

21S1' INFANTRY DIVISION 

10 APRIL - 25 JUNE 1972 

31st Infantry Regiment 
32nd Infantry Regiment 
33rd Infantry Regiment 
9th Cavalry ~egiment 

Division Artillery: 

211th Arty Bo -(-): DS 32nd Inf Regt 
212th Arty Bn (-): DS 33rd Inf Regt 
213th Arty Bn: DS 31st Inf Regt 
A Btry (-), 210th Arty Bo: Reiof 211th Arty Bn 
C Btry (-), 210th Arty Bn: Reiof 213th Arty Bn 
3A and 3c, 210th Arty Bo: Reiaf 212th Arty Bo 

21st Medical Battalion 
21st Signal Battalion 
21st Engineer Battalion t , 
21st logistical Battalion 
21st Transportation Company 
21st Recoonaissanc·e Company 
1st Airborne Brigade Atch: 21st Div Eff 10 April - 15 April 1972 and 18 June - 21 June 1972 
6th Airborne Battalion Atch: 21st Div Eff 3 May - 10 June 1972 
15th Infantry Regiment Atch: 21st Div Eff 12 May - 14 June 1972 
5th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 11 May - 12 June 1972 
1st Squadron, 5th Armored Regiment Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 11 May - 12 June 1972 
1st Squadron, 2d Cavalry Regil!lent Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 12 May - 2 June 1972 
65th Ranger Battalion Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, ?1st Div Eff 18 May - 22 June 1972 . 
3rd Battalion, 46th Infantry Regiment Atch: • 31st Inf Regt, 21st Inf Div Eff 23 May - lO ,June 1972 
lat Squadron, 18th Ca•ralry Regiment At ch: 32nd..Icf Regt, 21st Inf Div Eff 24 May - 14 June 1972 
73rd Ranger Battalion Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 10 June - 22 June 1972 • 
84th Ranger Battalion Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 12 June - 22 June 1972 
9th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 1 May - 15 May 1972 
9th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 15th Inf Regt, 9th Div Atch to 21st Div Ef+' 15 May - 25 May and 8 
June 1972 
9th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 31st Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 8 June 1972 
32nd Infantry Regiment Atch: 25th Inf Div Eff 22 June 1972 
B Btry, 213th Arty Bo Atch: Military Region IV Eff 18 June 1972 
A Btry, 211th Arty Bo Atch: 25th Inf Div Eff 22 June 1972 

BAT.rLE OF THE BLUE BUS (12 APRIL - 28 APRIL 1972) 

31st Infantry Regiment 
32nd Infantry Regiment 
33rd Infantry Regiment 
9th Cavalry Regiment 

Division Artillery: 

2llth Arty Bo(-): DS 32nd Regt 
212th Arty Bo(-): DS 33rd Regt 
213th Arty Bn: DS 31st Regt 
A Btry (-), 210th Arty Bn: Reiof 211th Arty Bn 
C Btry (-), 210th Arty Bo: Reinf 213th Arty Bn 
3A and 3C, 210th Arty Bn: Reinf 212th Arty Bo 

21st Medical Battalion 
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21st Signal Battalion 
21st Engineer Battalion 
21st Logistical Battalion 
21st Transportation Company 
21st Reconnaissance Company 
1st Airborne Brigade Atch: 21st Div Eff 10 April - 15 April 1972 

BENCH MABK 75 ROAD BLOCK (1 ~~y - 13 MAY 1972) 

31st Infantry Regiment 
32nd Infantry Regiment 
33rd Infantry Regiment 
9th Cavalry Regiment 

Division Artillery: 

211th Arty Bn (-): DS 32nd Regt 
212th Arty Bn ( - ) : DS 33rd Re~ 
213th Arty Bn: DS. 31st Regt 
A Btry (-), 210th Ar.ty Bn: Reinf 211th Arty Bn 
C Btry (-), 210th Arty Bo: Reinf 213th Arty Bn 
3A and 3C, 210th Arj:,y Bn: Reinf 212th Arty Bn 

21st Medical Battalion 
21st Signal Battalion 
21st Engineer Battalion 
21st Logistical Battalion 
21st Transportation Company 
21st Reconnaissance Company 
6th Airborne Battalion Atch: 21st Div Eff 3 May - 10 June 1972 
15th Infantry Regiment Atch: 21st Div Ef'f 12 May - 14 June 1972 
5th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 32nd Inf Regt; 21st Div Eff 11 May - 12 June 1972 
1st Sqi..::drcn, 5th Ar~cred Regiment Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 11 May - 12 June 1972 
1st Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 12 May - 2 June 1972 

TAU O BRIDGE (18 MAY - 22 JUNE 1972) 

31st Infantry Regiment 
32nd Infantry Regiment 
33rd Infantry Regiment 
9th Cavalry Regiment 

Division Artillery: 

211 th Arty Bn ( - ) : DS 32nd Regt 
212th Arty Bn ( - ) : DS 33rd Regt 
213th Arty Bn: DS 31st Regt 
A Btry (-), 210th Arty Bn: Re inf 211 th Arty Bn 
C Btry (-), 210th Arty Bn: Reinf 213th Arty Bn 
3A and 3C, 210th Arty _Bn: Re inf 212th Arty Bn 

21st Medical Battalion 
21st Signal Battalion 
21st Engineer Battalion 
21st Logistical Battalion 
21st Transportation Company 
21st Reconnaissance Company 
65th Ranger Battalion Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 18 May - 22 June 1972 
3rd Battalion, 46th Infantry Regiment Atch: 31st Inf Regt, 21st Di_v Eff 23 May - 10 June 1972 
1st Squadron) 18th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 24 May - 14 June 1972 
73rd Ranger Battalion Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 10 June - 22 June 1972 
84th Ranger Battalion Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 12 June - 22 June 1972 
1st Battalion, 31st Regiment Atch: 33rd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 22 May 1972 
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2nd Battalion, 31st Regiment Atch: 5th Div Ef'f 13 June - 29 June 1972 
9th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 15th Inf Regt, 9th Div Atch to 21st Div Eff 25 May - 8 June 1972 
9th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 31st Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 8 June 1972 

TAN KHAI AND RELIEF OF AN LOC (16 MAY - 25 JUNE 1972) 

31st Infantry Regiment(-) 
32nd Infantry Regiment 
33rd Infantry Regiment 
9th Cavalry Regiment 

Division Artillery: 

211th Arty Bn ( - ) : DS 32nd Regt 
212th Arty Bn (-): DS 33rd Regt 
213th Arty Bn: DS 31st Regt 
A Btry (-), 2loth Arty Bn: Reinf 211th Arty Bn 
C Btry ( - ) , 21oth Arty Bn: Reinf 213th Arty Bn 
3A and 3C, 2loth Arty Bn: Reinf 212th Arty Bn 

21st Medical Battalion 
21st Signal Battalion t · · 
21st Engineer Battalion 
21st Logistical_Battalion 
21st Transportation Company 
21st Reconnaissance Company 
1st Airborne Brigade Atch: 21st Div Eff' 18 June - 21 June 1972 
6th Airborne Battalion Atch: 21st Div Ef'f 3 May - 10 June 1972 
15th Infantry Regiment Atch: 21st Div Eff 12 May - 14 June 1972 
5th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 11 May - 12 June 1972 
1st Squadron, 5t.h Armored Regiment Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff ll May - 12 June 1972 
1st Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regilnent Atch: a2na Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 12 May - 2 June 1972 
65th Ranger Batte.lion Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 18 May - 22 JUlle 1972 
3rd Battalion, 46th Infantry Regiment Atch: ~1st Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 23 May - 10 June 1972 
1st Squadron, 18th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div E:ff' 24 May - 14 June 1972 
73rd Ranger Battalion Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 10 June - 22 June 1972 
84th Ranger Battalion Atch: 32nd Inf' Regt, 21st Div Eff' 12 June - 22 June 1972 
9th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 32nd Inf Regt, 21st Div Eff 1 May - 15 ;,;ay 1972 
9th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 15th Inf Regt, 9th Div Atch to 21st Div Eff 25. May - 8 June 1972 
9th Cavalry Regiment Atch: 31st Inf Regt, 21st> Div Eff 8 June 1972 
32nd Infantry Regiment Dtch: 25th Div Eff 22 June 1972 
B Btry, 211th Arty Bn Dtch: Millt.ary Region IV Eff 18 June 1972 
A Btry, 211th Arty Bn Dtch: 25th Div E:ff' 22 June 1972 

l-F-3 

,. 



. . 

Appendix 5 (Awards) to ·Annex F (21st Infantry Division) to After-Aation Report, BINH IDNG Campaign 1972 

l 
UNrr 

Army Level 
GE.llsntry Cross 
with Pallll 

Corps Level 
Gallantry Cross 
with Golden Star 

Divisional Level 
Gallantry Cross 
with Silver Star 

Brigade Level 
Gallantry Cross 
with Bronze Star 

Regimental Level 
Gallantry Cross 
with Bronze Star 

'l'OTAL 

21st Recon O 3 10 10 0 23 

31st Regt • 16 48 199 100 16 • 379 

32nd Regt 22 52 260 20 15 369 

33rd Regt 16 41 121 50 18 246 

9th Cav 6 6· 62 22 8 lo4 

Div Arty O 4 13 0 0 17 

Other 2 7 32 O O 41 

15th Regt 5 15 io 50 50 . 170 
--- - ----------------------- ---------------------------------- ·------ - ----------------------------------------------------- rl 
'IOTALS: 2 67 176 747 t 252 107 1349 r-: 

J, 
l,During this same period personnel of the 21st Division Combat A~sistance Team were awarded the following valor swards 
for actions in the campaign: 

Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Star 17, Distinguished Flying Cross 1, Soldiers Medal 3, Bronze Ster Medal w/V 13, 
Air Medal w/V l, Army Commendation Medal w/V 5. 

The following awards ere pending: · Silver Star 2, Bronze Star Medal w/V 2, Air Medal w/V l. 

The personnel of the 15th RCAT were awarded the following awards for actions during the period of their attachment: 
Silver Star 4, Bronze Star Medel 1. J 

The following awards for personnel of the 15th RCAT are pending: Distinguished Service Cross 1, Bronze Star Medal w/V 3, 

2,Awards approved for presentation. 
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Appendix 6 ( Combat Losses) to Annex F (21st Infantry Diviei on) to After-Acti on Report, BINH 
LONG Campaign 1972 

The purpose of this annex is to provide a numerical picture of the combat losses experienced 
by the 21st Infantry Division and the status of replacement items as of 31 June 1972. 

31ST 32ND 33RD 9I'H 210I'H 211TH 212TH 213TH TOTAL 
TYPE REGT REGT REGT CAV ARTY ARTY ARTY ARTY 

Pistol .45 6 11 4 18 05 05 49 
Ri fle Ml.6 67 109 47 150 25 05 10 413 
Machinegun 5 6 3 1 1 16 
Grenade Launcher M79 6 10 6 20 1 43 
57mm Recoilless 1 1 2 
6anm Mortar 1 1 2 
Bayonet M7 545 673 48 1 24 6 1267 
Bayonet Cover M3Al 4 83 10 97 
Aiming Circle XI 5 1 2 8 
Compass M2 2 2 5 1 3 13 
Gunner's Quadrant Ml 3 3 

• Panoramic Telescope 4 4 8 
Btry Commanders (M65) t - • 2 2 
Zero Reader M4 1 3 4 
Zero Reader Ml.09 2 2 
GFT M:32 2 3 5 
GFT 1'63 2 2 
GFT M34 2 2 
GFT M64 9 9 
GFT M67 10 10 
GFT M70 10 10 
Telescope Sight M86F 2 2 
Display Board Ml.7 . - 1 1 

) Display Board 10 10 
GraphJ.c Firing FT 10516 l. 1 
Fuze Setter Ml.8 1 1 ,. 
Fuze Setter M28 . l. l. 
Lantern 2 2 
Service Gas Mask 522 514 245 1.35 78 23 122 15 2o84 
Tool Box l. 1 2 
Truck½ Ton 1 1 7 l. 10 
Truck~ Ton l. 1 

~Truck 2 ton 1 3 4 
Truck 5 Ton 1 1 
Trailer t Ton 2 2 
Binoculars 6XJO 7 8 2 8 3 5 33 

-Tel.escope 57mm 2 2 
AN/PRC 25 9 15 8 16 7 2 4 59 
AN"jvp.C 46 4 4 5 13 
"1.N/GRC 1.25 3 2 2 7 
AN/vRC 47 4 l. 5 
AN/PVS 2 3 3 
->.N/GSS 9 1 1 
Tel Central Of'c SB993 2 2 
Tel Central. Ofc SB 32 1 1 

1..N/vRC 54 10 10 
AN"/VRC 53 15 15 
~et Telescope Sight 5 5 
Net 4 4 
Guidel.ine 4 4 
Wire Net Anti B4o 42 42 

(" 
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31.ST 32ND 33RD 9I'H 2larH 211TH 212TH 213TH TOTAL 
TYPE RIDT RIDT REGT CAV ARTY ARTY .ARTY ARTY 

Antenna RC 292 2 2 
Tel Central Ofc TA 312 1 l 2 l 4 4 l 14 
Tel Central Ofc DS 99B 4 15 2 21 
Generator Kit l 1 
WD1/TT/DR8 1 1 
WD I/l'Ji. 3o6 6 7 13 
~ I/RC 159 4 5 9 
Flashlight TL 112 47 74 44 2 4 6 5 182 
Compass 48 56 44 24 6 10 5 193 
Chair 7/6 Feet 1 1 2 
Generator 10 KW l 1 
Generator 3 KW 1 1 
Generator 1½ KW 1 1 
Extinguisher 1 l 
Flak Jacket 85 162 158 70 80 34 12 601 
M79 Ammo Jacket 23 23 
M60 Ammo Jacket 4 17- 21 
Axe 37/8 14 14 
A?(e 3/38 50 · • 23 73 
Hammer 4 4 
Axe 1/38 16 16 
Typewriter 4 2 6 
Hammer 5 lbs 8 10 18 36 
Cooking Pot 90 8 5 5 1 19 
C.ooking Pot 70 3 3 
Field Stove 2 2 
S).dllet 36 36 
Basin 5. 5 
Jack ¼ Ton 2 2 
Jack 8 Ton l 1 
Field Knife 20 20 
Individual Tent 3 7 3 2 2 17 .. 
Water Can 20 Gal 55 70 13 . 40 8 186 
Water Can 10 Gal 29 29 
Water Can 5 Gal 17 17 
Field Foot Locker 1 ]: 

Shovel D Handle 20 50 18 23 111 
Machine Gun 50 Cal 30 30 
Machine Gun 30 Cal 32 32 
loortar 81 1 1 
lo6 Recoilless ·I 1 
Mll3 APC ~ 22 
Capstan Kit 6 6 
Shield 50 Cal M} 26 26 
Shield 30 Cal M} ' 32 32 
Fuel Can 5 Gal 175 175 
Fuel Tank 20 Gal 1_5 15 
Fuel Pump 12 GPM 10 10 
Tool Kit 101/G 4 4 
Barber Kit 2 2 
Ammo Jacket 12 12 

) / r 
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AIDUNT REPLACEMENT SHORTAGE ISSUE OUTSTANDING 
OF ISSUE IN REQUESTS 

ITEM COMBAT COMPARISON 
LOSS WLLOSSES 

AN/URMl.05 Magnetic Tape Rec 1 1 1 
RL39 Reei Dispenser 3 2 1 1 
WD1/TT/DR8 Wire 20 20 20 
RL159 Wire WD-1 8 3 5 5 
MlC-3o6 Wire WD-1 14 5 9 9 
SB993/PT Switchboard 4 1 3 3 
TA312/PT Telephone 32 5 27 27 
PP-68/u Transformer 1 1 1 
Hl61/u Headphone 80 80 80 
SB-22/PT Monocord Swbd 2 l 1 l 
Electronic Compass 203 6 197 197 

✓ TL122 Flashlight 193 16 177 100 77 
Aid Kit 36 36 36 
Mine Detector 2 2 2 
Chain 7 /6 Feet 2 2 2 
3KW Generator \ · 1 1 1 
lQCW Generator 1 l l 
1.5 KW Generator 1 l 1 
HV Multimeter l l l 
25 Lights Light Set l l 1 
4 Liter Fire Extinguisher l l l 
200 Liter Drum Empty 175 175 175 
20 Liter Gas Can (5Gal) 215 215 215 
20 Liter Water Can 373 373 373 
12 GPMFuel Pump 10 10 5 5 

) 
Nozzle 25 ' 25 25 
Barrel Cap Opener Wrench 3 3 3 
Vehicle Tool Box 17 n 17 17 
Gun Tool Box 2 2 2 
TE-33 Speir Set 28 28 28 
TK-101/G Tool .Kit 4 4 2 2 
Haircut Set 8 8 8 
Portable Typewriter 7 7 7 
Mimeograph Machine l l l 

- Armor Vest 601 516 516 
Obstruction Light 13 13 13 
Ammo Pouch 12 12 12 
12Xl2 Grill 26 26 26 
20 Feet Nylon Rope 34 34 34 
12 Feet Nylon Rope 2 2 2 
19 Feet Nylon Rope 2 2. 2 
9 Feet Nylon Rope 4 4 4 
3 Feet Nylon Rope 14 14 14 
Clevis Ring 16 16 16 
Safe File 3 3 3 
Axe 4 4 4 
W79 Al!lllo Jack.et 23 23 23 
6Qmn Mortar Ammo Jacket 21 21 21 
3/38 Axe 76 76 76 
1/38 Axe 16 16 16 
Field Table l l l 
5 LB Hammer 36 36 36 
90 Cent Cooking Pot 19 19 19 
70 Cent Cooking Pot 3 3 3 
Field Stove 2 2 2 
Frying Pan 36 36 36 
Basin w/Handles 5 5 5 

.,-· 
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At,OUNT REPLACEMENT SHORTAGE ISSUE OtJrSTANDING 
OF ISSUE IN REQUESTS 

ITEM COMBAT COMPARISON 
LOSS WLLOSSES 

¼ Ton Jack 2 2 2 
Field Knife 144 144 144 
Nylon Ring 6 6 6 
U Clevis Hook 6 6 6 
A22 Bag 16 16 16 
Wire · Cutter 30 30 30 
Fly Tent 22 22 22 
Nol Carpenter Tool Box 3 3 3 
GP Tent . ·4 4 4 
Small Type Typewriter 2 2 2 
Medium Type Typewriter 2 2 2· 
Cooking Pot Cover 70 Cmtr 2 2 2 
Axe (4 lbs) ll-5 115 115 
80 Liter Water Tank 29 29 29 
Field Wall Locker 1 1 1 
Vehicle Tool Box ~ -• 6 6 6 
"D" Handle Shovel 111 111 111 
Food Tray 50 50 50 

, -
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TAB A {Status of Combat Loss Replacements) to Appendix 6 (Combat Losses) to Annex F {21st Infantry 
Division) to After-Action Report, BINH LONG Campaign 1972 

Status of combat loss replacements, 10 April to 31 June 1972. 

AM)UNT REPLACEMENT SHORTAGE ISSUE OUTSTANDING 
OF ISSUE IN REQUESTS 

ITEM COMBAT COMPARISON 
LOSS WLLOSSES 

APC Ml.13 22 20 2 20 
Tank Ml.25 1 1 1 
BILI Ml13 5 5 5 
BILI Ml.25 1 1 1 
Capstan Kit 6 6 
Capstan Kit Anchor 6 6 6 
Jeep¼ Ton 10 3 7 7 
Truck u4 Ton 1 1 1 
Truck i. Ton .5 l. 4 4 
Truck 5 Ton 1 1 
Trailer, ¼ Ton 2 2 2 
Colt Pistol 45 , - • 50 22 28 28 
Ml.6 Rifle 447 173 274 274 
M79 Launcher 44 20 24 24 
30 Cal M} 32 32 32 
50 Cal Mi 30 30 15 15 
81mm ~rtsr 3 3 3 
106mm Recoilless 1 1 1 
50 Cal M} Shield 26 26 26 
30 Cal Mi Shield. 32 32 32 
M6o Mi 18 16 18 
57mm Recoilless 2 2 r . '.2 

6o.r.::i M::::rtar 3 3 3 
M7 Bayonet 1267 :hi2P7 1267 
M8Al Baronet Cover 97 . 9i 97 
Ml Aiming Circle 11 3 8 
M2 Compass 14 14 14 
Ml Gunner Quadrant & Cover 3 3 3 
Ml2A7 Panoramic Telescope 8 8 8 
M65 Battery CO Scope 2 2 2 
Ml.6Al-D Stereoscope 3 3 3 
M36F Telescope Sight 2 2 2 
Service Gas Mask 2o84 153 1931 l.931 
M4 Zero Reader 4 4 4 
M32 Graphic Firing Table 5 5 5 
M83 Graphic Firing Table 2 2 2 
M84 Graphic Firing Table 6 6 6 
Ml.09 Zero Reader 2 2 2 
M64 Graphic Firing Table 9 9 9 
M67 Graphic Firing Table 10 10 l.0 
M70 Graphic Firing Table 10 10 10 
Ml.7 Elevation Table 11 ll 11 
FT105 Graphic Firing Table 1 1 1 
MJ..8 Fuze Set+.er 1 1 1 
M28 Fuze Setter 1 1 1 
Ml.4 Sight Base 2 2 14 
Thermo Meter 4 4 4 
Elevation Tracking Scope 1 l 1 
57mm Zero Reader 2 2 2 
6X30 Field Glasses 33 33 33 
Light Weapon Tool Kit 2 2 2 
105mm Ml.01 Howitzer 20 9 11 11 

-- I 
) 

/ " I ~ r I . ..,,. 

A-6-F-l 



AMJUNT REPLACEMENT SHORTAGE ISSUE OUTSTANDING 
OF ISSUE IN REQUESTS 

ITEM COMBAT COMPARISON 
LOSS WLLOSSES 

155mn Ml.14 Ho~itzer 2 2 
AN/GRC39/B Remote Control 5 5 5 
AN"jvr.C-1 
AN'/PVS-2 Astigmatizer 5 2 3 3 
PIQ5 Public Address Set 3 2 1 1 

) 
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TABB (Combat Loss Comparison) to Appendix 6 (Combat Losses) to Annex F (21st Infantry Division ) 
to After-Action Report , BINH LONG Campaign 1972 

Comparison of combat loss replacement by division serviced by III ALC (as of 13 .June 1972). 

ITEM 5TH DIV 18TH DIV 25TH DIV 21ST DIV ABN DIV 

L R L R L R L R L R 

Rifle Ml.6 15o4 1342 314 314 167 167 259 23 471 409 
M79 4Cmm 148 1 35 0 21 0 35 0 73 59 
MJ M60 70 20 14 0 10 1 4 0 43 0 
Pistol Cal 45 192 65 33 33 29 29 35 4 27 22 
How 105mm 18 6 6 4 3 3 6 5 16 16 
How 155mm 11 2 4 4 1 0 
l(~mmRR 2 0 1 0 
MG 30 Cal 50 50 1 l 12 12 41 0 
57mm RR 3 3 2 1 1 0 2 0 
Mortar 6Cmm 11 11 4 4 1 0 1 0 l 1 
Mortar 81.llm 5 4 4 2 1 1 1 0 2 0 
Truck Amb t,r 2 2 1 0 1 0 
Truck Wrecker 2 Ot - 1 0 1 0 
Truck Cargo 5T 19 3 1 0 14 0 2 0 
Truck Cargo 2~ 53 14 17 3 1 1 4 0 13 0 
Truck Util ¼r 39 3 18 0 9 1 8 0 5 0 
Truck Cargo 3/4T 32 32 9 9 2 2 6 0 3 0 
Carr SP Ml25Al 2 1 l 0 l 0 
APC Mll3 20 10 6 3 32 0 
Trlr Cargo l½T 15 0 1 -0 4 0 
Trlr t & lT 43 0 15 0 8 0 1 0 
AN/VRC 47 Radio 38 4 2 l 2 0 21 0 
AN/VRC 46 Radio 26 9 .8 3 r . 5 1 24 0 
AN/vRC 53 13 6 6 0 18 0 
RC 292 Ant 40 23 36 3 19 0 23 2 
AN/VRC 34 Radio 15 6 14 2 3 1 14 0 ,. 
AN/PRC 25 Radio 124 17 75 16 51 8 42 4 77 0 
AN/I'VS 2 17 17 2 2 5 5 4 0 8 6 
RLT 59 21 0 1 0 8 0 4 0 
AN/GSS 9 40 23 11 11 6' 6 4 0 2 0 
Swbd, SB22 8 1 33 20 2 0 5 0 1 0 
TA 312 180 33 59 5 62 3 61 0 23 5 
Mask Prot Ml 7Al 1792 O 7o6 . 7o6 703 0 907 53 1057 0 
Mine Det, loMJ 20 0 4 0 9 0 1 0 4 0 
Vest, Arn;d 580 O 738 0 512 0 305 0 234 133 
Binoculars, All 58 0 21 0 14 0 13 0 21 0 
Compass, Lensatic 112 2 95 0 40 0 8 () 90 20 
Gen 1.5 KW 9 0 4 1 5 0 l 0 4 0 
Flashlight 198 2 114 0 58 0 24 0 99 37 

NOTES: l. "L" column denotes loss, ''R" column denotes replacement 

2. Period covered through approximately 13 June 1972 from incomplete but best available 
data from III ALC files. 

) 
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Appendix 7 (Chronological Outline) to Annex F (21st Infantry Division) to After-Action Report, 
BI.NH LONG Campaign 1972 

DATE UNIT AND ACTION 

APRIL 

10 - 12 21st Division closed into Lai Khe (XT 7638). 
10 1st Airborne Brigade attached to 21st Divi si on. 
11 32nd Regiment moved north along QL 13 to XT 7686o4 where CP was established. Received 
10-15 r~unds of 107mm rocket f i re. 
12 32nd CP received sporadic incoming fire. 
13 31st Regiment moved north from Lai Khe Blong QL 13 to vicinity of XT 766632. 8th Bn, 
1st .ABN BDE in . contact with platoon at XT 773729, 5th .Armored Cavalry Regiment in contact with 
company at XT 766640. 6 tanks from 5th ACR attached to 31st Regt. 32nd Regt in contac;t at XT 
73561+5. 5th Bn, 1st ABN BDE ammo dump blown up. 33rd Regt CP located at XT 791460, 1st Bn, 
XT 770380, 2nd Bn, XT 795541, 3rd Bn, XT 791460, Recon Co, .XT 791460. 2nd Bn, 
32nd Regt in contact with battalion at XT 752630 - XT 749639. 
14 3rd Bn, 33rd Regt in _light contact at XT 780500 - _XT 788500. 2nd Bn, 33rd Regt attached 
to 32nd Regt. 6th Bn, lst _.ABN BDE in heavy contact at.XT 780715. 
15· 3rd Bn, 33ra Regt in light contact at 785510. 8th Bn, 1st ABN BDE inserted, PZ location 
XT 768590, LZ location, XT1799860. 6th Bn, 1st ABN BDE inserted ·same LZ and PZ. 6th and 8th Bns 
operational control to 5th Division. 1st Bn, 33rd Regt maneuvering with 9th Cavalry in support 
of 3rd Bn, 33rd Regt contact. 1st Bn, 33rd Regt, 5th .ACR (--), 3rd Bn, 33rd Regt (B), Recon Co, 
33rd Regt at XT 781512 in ~ontact with estimated 100 NVA. CP, 33rd Regiment, 3rd Bo, 33rd (-), 
2nd Bn, 33rd at XT 770380. 
16 33rd Regt in cont act at XT 781512. 
17 3rd Bn, 33rd Regt in contact at XT 786517. SFC Vargas WIA with 31st Regt medevac re-
Quired. 
i8 1st and 3rd Bos, 33rd Regt in contact at XT 785513. Withdrew to 784500. 1st Bn, 32nd 
Regt in heavy- contact at XT 780530. • 
19 2nd Bn, 33rd Regt in coniact at XT ~78496. 1st Bn, 32nd Regt in contact at XT 786524. 
2nd Bn, 33rd Regt in contact at XT 780503. 
20 1st Bn, 31st Regt inserted PZ XT 76861+5, LZ XT 700423. 1st Bn, 33rd Regt in contact at 
XT 786494. 
21 Bunker complex at XT 683664. 
22 3rd Bn, 32nd Regt in contact at XT 743650 with estimated battalion. Civilian refugees ,

1 
attacked by NVA at XT 787520. 

- - 23 :Negative activity. 
• 24 3rd Bn, 33rd Regt in contact at XT 792520. 2nd and 3rd Bns, 33rd Tegt in contact at XT 

788520. 1st Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 758657. 3rd Bn, 32nd Regt in contact at XT 766658. 
3rd Bn, 31st Regt inserted LZ XT 745670. lLT George WIA with 32nd Regt, medevac _not required. 

~5 2nd Bn, 32nd Regt in contact at XT 787524. 2nd Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 786672. 
2nd Bn, 32nd Regt in contact at XT 794517. 1st and 2nd Bns, 31st Regt in contact at XT 755690. 
lat and 2nd Bns, 31st Regt withdrew south. 3rd Bn,32nd Regt in contact at XT 788517. • 

-~ 2nd Bn, 32nd Regt in contact at XT 756678. 2nd Bn, 33rd. Regt in contact at XT 785510. 
27 2nd Bn, 32nd Regt in contact at XT 786520. 33rd and 32nd Regts link up on east side of 
QL 13 at XT 787515. 

~8 1st Bn, 32nd Regt and 2nd Bn, 33rd Regt linked up at XT 792517. 2nd Bn, 32nd Regt and 3rd 
Bn, 33rd Regt in contact at XT 786513. 3rd Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 763665. Convoy 
attempted to go through road block. First vehicle (armored car) hit by mine, but convoy moved 

-east under fire and reached Chon Thanh. 
29 2nd Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 760665. 1st Bn, 32nd Regt in contact at XT 765515. 
First convoy goes to Chon Thanh without enemy fire. Road open from Lai Khe to Chon Thanh. 

-30 Negative activity. 
MAY 

. _ + 32nd Regt CP moved to XT 778570. 
2 2nd Bn, 33rd Regt (B) in contact at XT 783480 with company. 3rd Bn, 31st Regt in con-
tact at XT 763667. MAJ Noake WIA with 32nd Regt, medevac required. 
3 2nd Bn, 31st Regt moving north from XT 766682. 3rd Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 763 
671. 2nd Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 761+672 with estimated company. 3rd Bn, 32nd Regt moving 
north from XT 769680. 1st Bn, 31st Regt in contact' at XT 782679. 33rd Regt CP at XT 790520. 2nd 
and 3rd Bns, 31st Regt taking heavy incoming fire. 

7-F-l 
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DATE UNIT AND ACTION 

4 1st Bn, 31st Regt and 3rd Bn, 32nd Regt moving north from ·xT 782675 and XT 769675, 
Wire guided missile used first time . All elements of 31st Regt and 3rd Bn, 32nd Regt in sporadic 
contact. ro Hau assumed command of the 21st Division. MG Nghi assumed cormnand of Military 
Region IT, 
5 3rd Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 772667, 3rd Bn, 3lst ·Regt in contact at XT 762675, 
3rd Bn, 32nd Regt located at' XT 785675, 1st Bn, 3rd Bn, and Recon Co, 31st Regt in heavy contact 
at XT 762675, 31st Regt° CP at XT 765653 . 
6 Road open from Lai Khe to 666 grid line, 31st Regt on the west side of QL 13 conduct ing 
supporting attack and 32nd Regt conducting main attack from the east. 31st Regt reached 671 grid 
line on west. 32nd Regt reached 644 grid line on east. 
7 Attack by 31st and 32nd Regts continues, 32nd Regt advanced to XT 773700 and XT 775694 , 
Contact was sporadic for the 1st and 2nd Bes, 31st Regt and 'lst and· 2nd Bns, 32nd Regt. 32nd Regt 
has the 2/9th Cav attached. 
8 Attack continues, 1st and 2nd Bns, 32nd Regt reach QL 13 at -69 grid line from the 
east. 3rd Bn, 31st Regt airlifted to XT 776728, 3rd Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 776723 , 
1st Bn, 31st Regt in heavy contact at XT 767673. 
9 Truck hit mine at 51 grid line. This was the first incident since road was opened 
to Chon Thanh. 1st and 2nd Bns, 31st Regt in sporadic contact which remained static at XT 767670. 
3rd Be, 31st Regt maneuvered from 724 to 714 grid line with sporadic contact. 1st and 2nd Bns, 
32nd Regt moved to west side of QL 13 between XT 765705 and XT 765685 . Enemy force · intrenched 
at 7668. 
10 3rd Bn, 31st Regt· in sporadic contact at XT 765715. No attempt to maneuver by any unit 
due to heavy incoming fire on all battalions. 
11 Operational control of QL 13 from XT 765680 north assumed by 32nd Regt. 1st and 2nd 
Bns, 31st Regt in blocking positions at XT 763670 - XT 767675. Attack launched by 1st and 2nd 
Bos, 32nd Regt and 3rd Be (B), 32nd Regt from XT 765680 . 3d Bo, 32nd Regt had 9th Cav attached.· 
1st and 2d Bes, 32d Regt attacked across QL 13 from east to west at XT 765680. Both Bns of the 
32nd Regt moved back east but the 2nd Bn left its "B" element "on the west side of QL 13. "B" 
element of 2nd Bn, 32nd Regt position overran by estimated battalion. CPr Faldermeyer KIA with 
32nd Regt. CPr Olver WIA with 31st Regt, medevac required. 
12 32nd Regt now responsible for 31st Regt AO. 31st Regt has responsibility for 32nd 
Regt .NJ. 15th Regt, 9th Inf Div, operational 1control to 21st Div. Assigned 33rd Regt AO. 32nd 
Reg!:. mission to clear roaa from 670 to 730 grid line. 2nd Bn, 32nd Regt and 2nd Bn, 9th Cav along 
with 3rd Bn, 32nd Regt and 1st and 3rd Bns, 9th Cav attacks were launched. 3rd Bn, 32nd Regt 
controlled 681 grid line, in first line_ of trenches. 
13 33rd Regt operational control to 3rd Airborne Brigade. 2nd and 3rd Bns, 32nd Regt and 
9th Cav overran positions at 68 grid line and controlled QL 13 to the 700 grid line. Engineers 
moved forward to clear road. 160 men for 1st Bn, 33rd Regt airlifted into XT 755750 , MAJ Lucas 
WIA with 32nd Regt, medevac not required. 
14 1st Bo{-), 2nd and 3rd Bns, 33rd Regt moved north by truck to XT 765660. Elements then 
moved overland to XT 765680. 
15 1st Bo(-), 2nd Bo, 3rd Be, and Task Force 9 (1st Bo, 15th Regt and 9th Cav) .moved east 
of QL 13 approxil!lately 1,5 KM from XT 765685 to XT 785728. 2nd Bn, 15th Regt air assaulted to XT 
784764. 
16 2nd Bn, 15th Regt secured town of Tan Khai. Three 105mm and two 155mm. howitzers air 
lifted to Tan Khai. 3rd Bo, 15th Regt inserted at XT 755805. Recon Co, 15th Regt inserted at XT 
732796. 
17 1st Bn (-), 2nd Bn, 3rd Bn, and LCP, 33rd Regt closed Tan Khai. 9th Cav still at XT 
785730. 2nd and 3rd Bns, 33rd Regt moved west to XT 735765, 3rd Bo and Recon Co, 15th Regt 
moved north to XT 755820. • • . 
18 2nd and 3rd Bns, 32nd Regt in contact at XT 764710 ahd XT 766710. 2nd and 3rd Bns, 
33rd Regt moved to XT 748780. 2nd Ba, 15th Regt moved from Tan Khai and joined 3rd Bn and Recon 
Co, 15th Regt at XT 755820, then moved to XT 755830. Task Force 9 arrived Tan Khai, then moved to 
XT 765800. 
19 2nd and 3rd Bns, 32nd Regt advanced to XT 765730 . . 2nd and 3rd Bns, 33rd Regt in con-
tact at XT 7]5820. Task Force 9, 2nd Ba, 3rd Ba, and Recoo Co, 15th Regt in contact at XT 755825, 
20 Tan Khai attacked by regiment(-) (reinf'orced by 3 tanks) from the south, two-battalions 
from the west, and one battalion from the north. 2nd and 3rd Bas, 33rd Regt moved to XT 735820 . 
1st Bn, 2nd Bn, aod Recon Co, 15th Regt attacked by reinforced (10-20 tanks) regiment at XT 755825. 
6 tanks destroyed. 2nd Bn and 3rd Ba, 15th Regt moved from XT 755825 to XT 757840. SGT Cantrell 
WIA with 15th Regt, medevac required. 
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DATE UNIT AND ACTION 

21 1st Bn, 32nd Regt replaced 2nd Bn, 32nd Regt at XT 765720, 1st Bn, 33rd Re.gt (Tan Khai) 
attacked by regimental size force from south, southwest, and east. 2nd and 3rd Bns, 33rd Regt in 
sporadic contact at XT 735820. 2nd and 3rd Bns and Recon Co, 15th Regt attacked in morning. 2nd 
and 3rd Bns and Recon Co, 15th Regt moved to XT 750850. Secured LZ and received 8 slick loads of 
resupply. 32nd Regt negative progress. CPI' Tiberi WIA with 15th Regt, medevac required. 
22 1st Bn, 31st Regt airlift to XT 782762 and moved to XT 767760. 32nd Regt negative 
progress. lst Bn, 33rd Regt (Tan Khai) attacked by 200 NVA from west. 2nd and 3rd Bns, 33rd Regt 
15th Regt, and 9th Gav in conta.ct all day. 15th Regt at XT 750850, 33rd Regt and 9th Cav at • 
735820. Two C-130 drops to 15th and 33rd Regts. These were first air drops. 
23 15th Regt CP at XT 750850 attacked by two battalions with tanks. Three tanks destroyed 
by Spectre. 2nd and 3rd BnsJ 15th Regt in contact at XT 750842. Four slicks into Tan Khai with 
resupply. 
24 15th Regt attacked at XT 750845. 2nd and 3rd Bns, 33rd Regt and 9th Cav attacked at 
XT 735820. Two US wounded, PZ at XT 755844. Cobra shot down by SA-7 in medevac attempt. 9th 
Cav moved to Tan Kbai during night._ 32nd Regt attempted to move north from XT 765720 with tanks. 
Attempt was unsuccessful. 2nd and 3rd Bns, 33rd Regt moved south to XT 760785. SGT Cantrell and 
CP:r Tiberi WIA with 15th Regt, medevac required. MAJ Lucas WIA with 32nd Regt, medevac not 
required. SFC Farley WIA with 21s t Div, medevac not required. 
25 lst and 3rd Bns, 32nd Regt .moved north to XT 765722 under heavy indirect fire. 3rd 
Bn, 33rd Regt moved north and linked up with the 2nd Bn, 33rd Regt at XT 760785. 33rd Regt CP 
ai~lifted to Tan Khai. 201-WIA extracted from Tan Kbai~ l 5th Regt in sporadic contact at XT 
750845. MAJ Lucas WIA with 32nd Regt, medevac required. 22 -slicks resupplied and inserted 33rd 
Regiment at Tan Kbai. t • • 

26 1st Bn, 15th Regt in heavy contact at XT 750819. 2nd and 3rd Bns, 15th Regt in contact 
at XT 750845. 
27 2nd Bn, 33rd Regt in sporadic contact at XT 76o814. 15th Regt in sporadic contact at 
XT 750845. 32nd Regt negative progress. SGT Sadowski WIA with 33rd Regt, medevac required. 
28 3rd Bn, 33rd Regt moved into Tan Khai. lst Bn, 33rd Regt moved from Tan Khai to XT 
7608o5. 2nd Bn, 33rd Regt and 1st Bn, 15th Regt relocated at XT 760814. 32nd Regt negative 
progress at XT 765715. , 
29 1st Bn and 2nd Bn, 15th Regt began to move south from XT 760814. Movement stopped at 
XT 760798, 1st Bn, 15th Regt movM south with 2nd Bn, 33rd Regt, 32nd Regt negative progress, 
MAJ Phuc, 3rd Bn, 32nd Regt WIA, medevac required. 
30 33rd Regt massed at XT 76778o and mov~d to XT 764810. 1st Bn, Recon Co, and 1 Co, 2nd 
Bn, 15th Regt moved to Tan Khai to secure artillery. COL Biet relieved of command of the 32nd 
Regt. LTC Cu assumed command of ]2nd Regt. 
31 33rd Regt moved to XT 767785, 2nd Bn, 32nd Regt located a commo complex at XT 755715 
and destroyed it. Indirect fire in 32nd Regt AO decreased, MAJ Mandeville WIA with 15th Regt, 
medevac not required. • 
JUNE 
1 33rd Regt moved north to XT 768808. 15th Regt (-) conducted patrols vicinity XT 750845, 
3rd Bn and 2nd Bn (-), 15th Regt down to 239 effective troops. MAJ Bu_u assumes command of 3rd 
Bn, 32nd Regt. 
2 15th Regt (-) in sporadic contact at XT 750845 trying to recover bundles from C-130 
drops. 4 hooks and 4 slicks went into Tan Khai. 
3 2nd Bn, 33rd Regt in contact at XT 7688o6. 
4 33rd Regt maneuvered to . XT 770810. 6th Airborne Bn attached to 21st Div and inserted 
at XT 753795, then moved north to XT 753805. 15th Regt conducted patrols at XT 750845. 
5 1st Bn, 31st Regt moved from Tan Kahi to XY 768790. 33rd Regt maneuvered north to XT 
770824. 15th Regt (-) conducted patrols vicinity XT 750845. 
6 33rd Regt in contact durin~ the morning at XT 770824, then moved north to XT 770837. 
6th Airborne Bn (with 300 replacements) arrived at XT 760845. · 300 replacements sent to 15th Regt. 
7 3rd Bn, 31st Regt blocking force at XT 767745. 31st Regt CP relocated at XT 766690. 
33d Regt secured PZ at XT 762837. 5 slicks in and out with medevac. 
8 31st Regt LCP to Tan Khai. Medevac to 15th Regt (-) at XT 760842, 149 WIA were ex-
tracted. 6th ABN Bn linked up with 8th ABN Bn (An uic) at XT 759868 and XT 796866. ~J Henderson 
WIA with 32nd Regt, medevac not required. LTC Johnson WIA with 15th Regt, medevac required. 

'MAJ Mandeville and SSG Futrell WIA with 15th Regt, medevac not required. 
9 1st Bn, 31st Regt and 9th Cav conducted sweep of QL 13 from Tan Khai to XT 762810. 
Medevac slicks extracted WIA from 15th Regt (-), 33rd Regt An uic, 6th ABN Bn, at XT 762842. This 
was the first WIA extraction for An uic since seige commenced. Lai Khe had sapper attack. MAJ 
My WIA with 1st Bn, 31st Regt, medevac required. 
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DATE UNIT AND ACTION 

10 1st Bn, 33rd Regt in contact at XT 763845. CPT Lynch KIA with 15th Regt. 
11 1st Bn, 31st Regt in contact (40 NVA) at XT 764787. 
12 32nd Regt attacked north to XT 765712. 10,000 refugees lef't An Loe and reached XT 766 
680 traveling on Q.L 13. 
13 1st Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 765800. 2nd Bn, 31st Regt (-) air assaulted to XT 
757865 under the operational control of the 5th Div . .Advisors pulled out of the 32nd Regt. 2nd 
Bn, 15th Regt (-) maneuv-ered to XT 745845, encountered sporadic contact. 
14 One Co, 2nd Bn, 31st Regt air assaulted to XT 757865. 1st and 3rd Bns, 33rd Regt in 
contact at XT 765840. 15th Regt (-) operational control to 5th Div. 1st Bn, 15th Regt at Tan 
Khai still operational control to 21st Div. 
15 1st Bn, 31st Regt attacked from north, west and east at XT 765800 by a battalion size 
force. 32nd advisors return to 32nd Regt. 33rd Regt maneuvered to XT 764838. 
16 1st Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 762798. 33rd Regt move·d to XT 764836. 
17 lat Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 766802. 3rd Bn, 33rd Regt maneuvered to XT 765732. 
32nd Regt attacked north to XT 765716. 33rd Regt maneuvered to XT 763821 and XT 767825 encoun­
tering sporadic contact. 
18 1st Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 765800. 3rd Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 764726 . 
33rd Regt maneuvered on east of Q.L 13 to XT 768825. 1st ABN BDE operational control to 21st Div 
and maneuvered from An Loe to XT _765798. MAJ Buu, KIA with 3rd Bn, 32nd Regt. . . 
19 5th and 6th .A~. Bns in contact at XT 765796. CP of 1st .ABN .BDE located at XT 770782, 
5th Bn at XT 767783, 6th Bn at XT 767790, and 8th Bn at XT 770782. LTC Willey KIA with 32nd Regt. 
20 3rd Bn, 32nd Regt moved to Lai Khe. 1st .ABN BDE moved to XT 765765 where 120 WI.A were 
extracted. Further extraction for ABN units cancelled due to intense anti-aircraf't fire. 
21 46th Regt replaced the 32nd Regt. 32nd Regt returned to Lai Khe and operational -con-
trol of the 25th Div. 3rd Bn, 33rd Regt in heavy contact at XT 764825. 1st ABN BDE extraction 
from Tan Khai completed. LTC Butler KIA with 31st Regt. 
22 1st Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 770779. 3rd Bn, 31st Regt moved to XT 784764 to 
locate bodies from downed cobra. ., 
23 • 31st Regt CP under sapper attack at Tan Khai, XT 764753. 32nd Regt CP located at XT 
529037. 33rd Regt in contact at XT 76o8o4, 
24 1st Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 7757j2. 33ru Regt in light contact at X'r 761831 and 
XT 763833 by estimated 100-150 'NV.A. 
25 lat Bn, 31st Regt in contact at XT 770797. 33rd Regt in contact at XT 761821 and XT 
766826. 
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Annex I (Ill Corps Ranger Command) to After-Action Report, Binh Long Campaign. 

1. PURPOSE: The purpose of this annex is to outli ne the III Corps Ranger Command's activities 
in Military Region III with primary emphasis on Binh Long Province dur i ng the period 8 Aoril 
through 25 June 1972. 

2. DISCUSSION: 

a. 3d Ranger Group 

(1) The 3d Ranger Group Advisory Team was inserted into An Loe at approximately 1130 
hours, 8 April 1972, where it joined the 3d Ranger Group at its CP location. The Group was at­
tached to 5th ARVN Division and engaged in the defense of Binh Long Provi nce. Some initial diffi­
culty was ex·pected in establishing a good working rel ationship with the headquarters since the 
previous team had been· ordered to leave by the Senior Advisor, 5th Di vi sion and had not had the 
opportunity to explain its departure to the Group Commander. A good rapport was quickly estab­
lished, largely because the advisors were able to provide a great deal of US aerial fire rupport 
which assisted the group in defensive operations. It must be noted that the Ranger Group was or 
dered to An Loe in an "airmobile light" configurati on, without mortars, heavy machine guns or re­
coilless rifles, which in later combat proved to be a serious weakness for defensive operations. 
Troop dispositions on the 8th of April ere shown at Figures I-1 and I-2. The 31st Battalion's 
position east of town and the 52d Battalion's two companies reinforcing the RF position on Hill 
169, guarded three of the natural approaches to the town and were well planned. Unfortunately, 
the Advisors were not given the opportunity to visit any of these positions. At this time the 
52d Battalion had no troops, as two ·of its companies were attached to Province on Hill 169, and 
the remaining companies were attached to 31st Battalion to lilsn the eastern perimeter. 

(2) The per iod 8~12 April was characterized by sporadic but increasing enemy indirect 
!ire, mostly mortars and rockets. Enemy ground to air fire increased during this period so that 
helicopter transportation .to and from the town became impossible. The 31st Battalion positions 
north of the town received small probes during this period, and 36th Battalion bed several ·-u 
contacts with enemy units moving on the epst. 

(3) The period i3-18 April encompassed the first attack on the city itself, it later 
being reported that the attack was conducted by the ,th VC Division. The attack began with prep­
aratory fires, including artillery, and was led by tanks. The enemy succeeded in rolling up the 
northern part of the city with tanks with a new line being established roughly along Highway 303. 
The 31st Battalion's northern positions became untenable and the companies rejoined their parent 
unit being dep~oyed along Highway 303. The group destroyed several tanks with LAWs but an Accur­
ate count is clouded because of multiple reporting. During this period the 36th Battali on was 
ordered to leave its' position to the east and deploy along the new defense line along Highway 303. 
This move was accomplished with US TAC Ai r support. One company of the 52nd Battalion returned 
t9 Grou~ control -from Province Control (Hill •169) during this period, and the 52d Battalion was 
reconstituted with its'two companies from 31st Battalion and the company from Hill 169. Troop 
dispositions of 18 April are shown at Figures I-3 and I-4. 

(4) The period 19 April - 9 May was characterized by heavy indirect'fire bombardments, 
extremely heavy anti-aircraft fire; and limited NVA ground attacks. The enemy's tactics at this 
point were evidently to besiege the An Loe garrison until it starved or became so weakened from 
incoming fires that it would surrender or break. US Tactical airpower destroyed many tanks outside 
the perimeter ( including some in the northeil stern quadrant of the city), stopped severe 1 attacks, 
destroyed several enemy troop formations, and was employed against anti-aircraft weapons. Resupply 
was effected by air-drop, but many problems resulted because the 5th ARVN Divis i on had no supply 
di_stribution system. Distribution was accomplished by the inherent scattering of paradrop. The 
remaining company of 52d Battalion was returned to Group control from Hill 169 during this period. 
The Group CP received a direct hit from a 122mm rocket on 21 April, destroyi ng the command bunker 
and ~ounding or killing much of the CP Group. The Group~~ and Smior Advisor were lightly wounded. 
The CP,was moved, as shown at Figur~ I-5, into a house with a bunker built into it. CPI' Moffett 
vas lightly wounded by a mortar fragment shortly after the moving of the CP. 

) 

(5) The period 10-14 May encompassed the second major attack on An Loe. The attack was 
begun with an indirect fire bombardment which started approximately 1800 hours on the loth, 
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mostly 105mm howitzer fire. During the night the fire increMed in ten.;:,o and numhers of weapons 
employed to an· almost unbelievable rate. Every type and caliber of enem,y weapon_, wss employed, 
including tOmm, 81mm, and 82rmn mortar, l05nnn artillery, 107mm and 122mm rockets and recoilless 
rifles. The attack was repulsed, although the eneny succeeded in driving a salient into 52d Bat­
talion I s position w;1ich the group was unable to reduce. The 52d Battalion I s positions were pene­
trated by the VC with little resistance from the 52d Battalion which withdrew and broke contact 
without firing their rliles or machine guns. The 52d Battalion reorganized into two companies . ·: 
after this attack to improve org&!tl.zation. Aside fr= the 52d Battalion area, the bulk of the 
attack ~:as born by elements in the south and west of the city. The B52 strikes conducted near the 
city during this period had an immediate effect in reducing incoming mortar'and-anti-aircraft fire 
to almost nothing until. the eneny brought in new guns and crews. 

(6) The period 15-20 May was characterized hy sporadic and dir.dnishin;: indirect fire 
and almost no sightings of enemy. Several tanks were spotted, but it is uncertain if they were 
left · over from the preceding attack or if they were new arrivals. No •significant att acks werr, 
made, mucb of the enemy's attention and effort apparently w11s divertP.ci to the reli'!f colmn -!ltrorosich-- • /0 
ing from the south. · Figure I-5 shows dispositions on 15 May 1972. The Group Senior Advisor ms 
extracted on 20 Hay, on order of the Senior Advisor, 5th ARVN Division, with the concurrence of 
the Senior Advisor, III Corps Ranger Ccmmand, for rest and medical attention. 

(7) During the time period of Jl Hay through 25 June, the 3d R!lnger Group perticipated 
in two major operations while at An Loe. The first OPP.ration fran 31 May through 13 June was a 
search and clear operation to secure the northeast portion of the city, while the aecond operat­
ion fran 15 June through 25 June was designed to clear an area of operations six to eight kilo­
meters northeast and east of the city. 

(8) From 31·Ua_y to 13 June, the 3d Ranger Group's perimeter received very light to 
moderate incoming fire, most of which was 10,5mm hoi•r.i..zer fire from the northwest. All three ?..an­
ger Battalions had begun to aggressively patrol and search on a house to house, block to block 
basis to clear the northeastern sector of An I.oc for any remaining ?IVA, etored ammunition, or 
weapons. ?!umerous SI!lali contacts resulted each day, however, these contacts always · resulted ir. 
favor of the :t&ngers. Numerous weapons were captured along with &'!lounts~40, 75R-~, 82mm, aDd 6lmm 
rounds. By 13 June the 36th Battalion cleared the forward northern block and had reached trie 1ir­
strip to the north of the city. A South Vietarmese flag was ceremoniouly planted on Hill 100 
j,.!st to the ecst or the air~trip. 

(9) Fram 15 June to 25 June the 3d P..anger Group was assigned an area of operations 
northeast of the city. Total strength was approximately 529 personnel for this phase. The in­
itial plan called for leaving one battalion to secure the portion of the An Loe perimeter that 
the ~oup was responsible for and putting two battalions into field ,locations so that they could 
conduct ext;ensive search and ~lear operations that would eventually clear their assigned AO 
(see Figure I-6). The 31st Battalion stayed in the city itself furnishing the"r equired perimeter 
security ~mile the 52d Battalion and the 36th Battalion moV'ld north and northeast respectively to 
field locations. Good initial progress was reported by botn field battalions, however, , on the 
20th of June all· forward progress in their areas of operatons halted. There were several reesons 
for this however, the main one is that the INA were dug in very deeply in well constructed, cLn­
ouflaged burJ:ers. An air strike had to score a direct hit on these bunkers in order to destroy 
a.TJY one of' thern. By 26 J'.lile both qattalions had only reached OBJEC?IVE 1 in their respective 
A0 1s (see Figure I-6). 

(10) Senior Advisor's Evaluation. 

(a) Ranger Group Tactics 

l Init~~ther-a was a deep-seated reluctance to engage the enemy in 3d Ranger Group, 
even when the group strerigt.h was high and the troops occupied prP.pared defensive positions. This 
characteri~""can be related !!lost directly to the lack of personal lesdership. This cc:mment is not 
universaJ\v true as acts of' bravery and willingness to stand and fight did occur but the initial 
overall tendency was to avoid hard contact W:lth the enemy . 

.2. • ";·!i thdra1-rals: The 36th Battalion I s withdrawal from the east into town was wll plan­
ned, excutcd, and coordinated. The withdrawal of the 31st Battalion I s two companies was compli­
cated by the mixture of NVA and 8th ARVll Regiment occurring behind them, as well as by the rapid 
withdrawal of' the Bth•Regiment. Additionally no clear statement of the withdrawal was ever obtain­
ed by the ad-rl.sors. The 52nd Battalion's withdrawals from Hill 169 were relatively without ind~-
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dent for the unit since t he first was accOl!lplishP.d without contact and the SP.cond under c~ver of 
the 3d Airborne Brigade. The 52d Dattalion's wit:idraw!ll from defensive positions sout h of High­
way 303 during the developnent of the salient was uncountrolled, without order, and it was re­
orted to t he advisors t y the Group Staff that. t he troops "fell back" without using their weapons, 
covering their withdrm·ral with hand grenades. 

l · Coordination : Althbugh the Group's right and l eft flank units did ''tie-in" with ad­
jacent units, little coordination was effected f or such things as mut~lly supporting fires, aven­
ues of approach and exchange of intelligence. This lack of coordination not only doubles the unit's 

, -~),. _~ work, but co~pot er.tially' cr ,,11te serious probler".s . 

l.. Planning : The order causing the 3d Group to deploy to An Loe without heavy weapons 
is a good illustration of poor thinking through or operational plans. The presence of heavy·wea­
pons would have made a marked difference in the Group's defensive ability . 

.i Clearing the City: Basically all thrP.e battalions appesred to bP using sound tactics 
to clear their assigned blocks or the city. S'n~ll t eams of~ to 6 troops WP.r~ or f anized with man­
mum firepower consisting of Ml6s. °'-179 1s, LAW's and hand grenades. One 2 man tesm would i,et up 
security outside the house, one 2 man t eam would se~rch it, and the third 2 man team would cover 
the search t eam. In support of these 6 man clearing t eems would be a 6C>.tun mortar closely covering 
an;r enemy moving from the area. It was a slow process, but valuable e~rience was gain~d by ·oll 
those who participated in this type of clearing operation. It W11S during this phase of thP oper­
ation that morale rose significant~, f or the Rangers realized that the NVA were trapped •And inerel y 
to make contact with them was enough to beat them. This was not to be the case, however. during 
Fhase II which began on 15 June. 

~ Clearing Objectives in Assigned Areas of Operation: The 3d Ranger Group rP.ceived t he 
mission to move two of its three Ranger Battalions out to the field locations aw.,y from the An Loe 
perimeter. This is not what was done in reality. The 52d Battalion and the 36th BBttalion split 
the Ranger Group's ~O as shown in Figure I-6. The 36th Battalion kept the s!lllle CP· location and 
moved two companies out t o man a defensive perimeter just east of the CP. These companies wer e 
to be there for 48 hours and the_. rotate with the two companies who were placed in the field l-.lorth­
east of that defensive perimeter. So in effect the 36t h Batt alion; had only two understrength 
companies actua~ out in its assigned AO at any one time conducting operations. ThesP. two com­
panies we~e P.~ployed side by side1 each try-l_11g t o cec\!re~diffarent cbjactive . The r esults of use­
ing such a tactical setup wer e not satisfactory f or after the initial 48 hours progress came to a 
halt. Suprisingly the 52d Battalion used exact~ the sa~e tactics for their AO except that the 
battalion CP was secured by two companies. Instead of having two Ranger Battalions in the field 
locations conducting battalion operations to secure objectives the force was a mere four under­
strength rifle companies eac~ with a mission of securing different objectives. When these under­
etrength companies made cont :.ct with NVA in well prepared bunkers they simp~ stopped in their 
tracks and waited until US Air support could soften up the area. On several occasions because 
air was not available the troops simp~ refused to move fo:i,-ward. 

2. Detection of Enemy Artillery Positions: Personnel on the ground could hear plainly 
the muzzle report of enemy artillery and could dete:nnine a "sound azillluth" ouite accurately. If 
a table or chart could be provided that would gave rangings based on muzzle report to impact times, 
a reasonam~· accurate polar coordinate could be derived from azimuth -and range 1"rhich could serve 
as a minimum, as a center of search. The detection of enemy artiller,- positions should be. given 
high priority since it was proably the biggest single killer at A.z:i I.oc. 

(b) US Tactical Air Support: The continous presence ot US Tactical Air support made 
the defense of An .I.oc possible; without it the garrison would have fallen during the first attack. 

{"-- . ~ The bravery and constant pr esence of the Forward Air Controllers was canmendable. This group of 
-1---- men made magnificant contribution and sacrifice to t hP. battle for An Loe. Serious consideration 

should··be give to award of the Presidential Unit Citation to th P. FAC · unit.. Particularly pffec .. 
tive in support of 3d Group were the A-37's carrying "soft" ordinBncP., such l!S CBU-49 which pinned 

do11111 the enemy while other fires could be brougth to beBr; napalm which gets into hardened enemy 
positionsJ and mark 47 (HP) banbs whch are nearly effective as napalm, which can be brought very 
close to friendly positions, and which mask t he enemy's obse_rvation e:r.tremely well for 20-30 min-
utes after use . B52 strikes were very effective in destroying formations, and, as noted above, · L) 
when employed close to An loc virtua~ e]j;ni.nated mortar and 8Dti-aircraft fires until the enP.IIIY , 
moved up replacements. The Ranger Group became too r eliant on TAC Air as they began pushing out ! 
fran the city. The problem is that on rn.nnerous occasions TAC Air was requested for suspected 
emeny locat~ons when none of our elements were actua~ in contact. They wanted to use TAC Air 
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as • prep for an area in which they had no 11,m intelligence that the <JnP.my was thPre, With a 
lessened priority of air the units would stop if no air was available . In somP instances targets 
were greater than 100Cm from their positions. It was suggPsted on num<Jrous occasions, by the 
advisors, that perhaps if r equested, Division could prep and support ~rith the 4,? mortars. The 
advisors were told that Division would not use their 4,2 mortars to support operation, and the 
subject ~ras subsequentfy dropped, Their growing reliance on TAC Air has tendPd · to cloud the othPr 
options open to them. Spectre (AC130) gunships W"re very effective in the t01'm, particularly 
when equipped with 105mm guns which destroyed bunkPrs and hard positions · as well as tanks. The 
provision of transponders would have enabled Spectre to be more effective, since tr. 0 se ite..ms enabl e 
the ships to fire even when they cannot see the ground, which freouently occured. The Spectre 
ships themselves frequentfy asked the advisors to use beacons if they had the.m to assist thfOfll in 
firing. One probl~ encountered by the advisors in the use of Tactical Air is the "over concern" 
of FACs for safety limits, If t he ground co:miander is willine to acc<!pt t he ris!rs ,ind desires 
the ordnance placed on a cFirtein target, it should be placed thPre, The 3d Group ad.justed 500 
pound bombs (Hark 82) within 70 neters of warned, protected troops without incident, considerabfy 
closer than .established minimum safe distances Allow, an~ with eYcellPnt effect a~Ainst the enemy. 
The: ground canmander must have the freedom to place supporting fires where he mnts them, 

(c) US Helicopter Gunship Support: The heavy anti-aircraft fire m,ide Cobra support use­
less. One attempt at employing the Cobras at 6000 feetne ~xly _ended in disaster as the rockets 
they fired scattered badfy off target and very nearzy into friend;J.y troops 200 meters away . The 
Cobras were effective when employed at no:r,nal altitUdes withou1;.,-ground fire, but heavy ground·- · 

. fire drove them f;i,am the scene. • ----- • 

(d) Helicopter nx: Uissions: Although all the DX missions were successrul, a pattern 
was noted. All DX missions utilize the same VIP helipad .in thP. southeast part of the city. This 
particular helipad ie plagued daily by a stre&"l of ARVI;/Civilian whose main goal is to board the 
heliccipters when they arrive. This causes mild out breaks ranging from controlled panic to sheer 
chaos on the helipad during insertions and extractions. Although tight security is maintained on 
exact times for these missions, arrival of US personnel at the helipad indicates a mission is close 
at hand, and people begin to congregate near the helipad, This can be observed by the enemy and 
gives him additional time to prepare. Varying the lZ or feinting a landing at the VIP Pad and at 
the last minute touching down somewhere else in the city may preclude some of the hazzle on the LZ, 
and also confuse the enemy as to the true landing zone. Another pattern noted was that the .Cobra's 
circle ov::r the IZ, in a tight pattern. A wider circlP. ~over the city might preclude revealing 
the · epecfic lZ being used within the city.. These missions inevitably drew enemy artillery !ire. 
Al.though the guns have been difficult to ·locate, the general area that they fire from is 
known. During these missions, the FAC 1s should fly over the suspected artillery areas and there­
by lessen the amount of artillery fire received. In the past enemy artillery has ceased firing 
when a FAG was overhead in order to avoid detection. 

(e) VNAF Support: 

l Tactical Air: AlE support was truly outstanding in that the pilots delivered their 
ordnance "on target" despj.te ground fire and bad weathe.r. Advisory opinion was th At VNAF AlZ 
support was the equal of US ·TAC Air .. 

2. Helicopter: The-·helicopter support necessary to medioally evacuate the wounded !ran 
the 3d Ranger Group was totally unsatisfactory. .On all occasions the ships refused to land inside 
the An Loe perimeter at a predesignated agreed upon P'l to get the serious wounded. This necess­
itated moving seriously wounded over 800 meters south outside of .the perimeter in order to have 
VNAF land to pick them up, This placed the wounded in a very dangerous location since the 
NVA artillery could easify adjust to meet the helicopter touchdown. 

(f) Leadership: This 'ri;~e~~ery_ quality continues to plague the 3d Ranger Group. The 
CO, XO and S3 of the Group si!llp~ did not do e~ough to pull the Group through the difficult situation 
at An Loe. The CO of the 3d P.anger Group, Trung-Ta Biet displayed very little personal leadership 
in an effort to motivate his troops. This conn;_tion still eristed after the level of incoming 
became r elativefy light and the threat of any type of ground ·attack was virtualfy gone. This 
same lack of Nrsonal leadership was ,-dtnessed in the 52d Battalion, Thieu-Ta Dau had collocated 
his CP with the Group CO and had left the battalion to the direction of his XO. The Battalion 
XO did what he could to get the 52d troops active in clearing sane nf the northern blocks of the 
city and was !airfy successful in getting them to pahrol way from their defensive positions. 
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When t he 52d .Jattalior. r eceivej t hP. ':lission t o move up t o Hill lOC just ""st cf th0 A.n Loe airstrin, 
T:,.ieu- Ta :)au ag,.in tt:r n cd the battalion CJV ": r t o his ;~c_ a::-: :l t rlt; him t q g,, t t h0 :-:> s ecured a-,r~;' in th" 
AC. ThiPu- Ta :)u.a, ho1,;, v~r, di --: not j oin his battalion en t h<; 15t h of J une but wait ,,d until 1~ J,.•m·. 
There was r.o excus0 f er such a gr oss lack cf le~ j 0 rship on t h0 pa!'t of this 3~ttalion Ccrnrr,ander. 
H": shoul d have been r elieve j in or der t o prevent f'urt hP. !' d"ma,e t c th r unit. 

(g) Aerial ?.-- supply: 7h":re W"'re 2 met hods of air drop obs nvP.d , th" hi gh V": l ccity drop 
and high drop, low oper., The high vel ocity drop 1i sing ? s:::iall pe!'"Cht•t"s W-"S .. yt,0 m,c, l y .11 ccur11t 0 , 

due t o its vertical d<::scent •,ri.th relatively n~ drift , when r e l e ,;s 0 d ov;, r sp0 cifi .. d drop zone . C11 
a f ew occasions th ,:, l oads wer e releasf'd late , in which CPS" l o.ndc>d in a!1r:I ·~roun_.. t h., 3d R"nger Gy-oup 
area. The nom.al flight patter n was from s out hwest - northe2st. Th_e f r .. e-f.,,ll/low- op!'r>.ing dr oos 
were extrf'.mely inaccurat e , Their were nurn°rous r.i alfunct ions ~nr: chut e s ~·.re r e ob s .,rv"'d dP. plo:ri ng 
arzywh.,re from 8000 ft t o 10 ft, or not at all. Tr e high op0 n°:::-s wer 0 At th"' mercy of t h" ai r ct•.r­
r ents which on r.ur.1Prou.s occasions carried t hf' lo.qds s ome dist .. n-:e frcm th;, JZ l!nd thF city. lhJ"-;'.· 
ti.11es drops ,-,ere nad-= during hour s of darlrn1es s (0c 00 hrs), lrhich pr oVBri t o ½P ,i s,.fety hezaM t o 
fri i>ndly t r oops c::1 •t hc g:::-cund . Duri ng thPs 0 drc:os t h,-r,, 1••;,s littl e er no prio?" WP.r:u:·1e; 11,·. ,:1. l c"!rl.s 
that i:rl.ssed t he :'.YZ did caus1e sO!!lP friendl;:r casu"lti0 s , Usually t h~ C-"sualti <> s ,-r,-r1e c 11USP.d from 
bundl es t hA t strParP.Md or di:ii~ted in the air . Supr-ly distri"'u tion i.-•.py-ov 0 d onc e the !JSf.F 
st&Fted dropping of the l oads in t he vicinity of the s occ~r field. I t th"n cculd bP distrihuted 
by t he 5th AIH'll Division on a priority ',asis. How.,v.-r, wh 0 n l o>1d s lsndPd on th" northe r n , west,,,r n 
or easter n extrs.-:ie s of the cit:,- th-::r e was no distri::iution s~rst rn in effect, except on a "shoot and 
grab" basis by t he t roops involved . The Vietnar:ie s e troops actual]y shot at thP. i;rea around supply 
bu.](ilcs t o keep oth,, r t roops awe"!;. The r esponsi!:il c co=and mt1st provide sufficient cont rol t o 
collect all incoming supplies and issue them on a priority of need besis. 

(h) INA Tactics: 

l. Use of T.qO:,s: They consistently failed t o ~a:rimiZ" t heir P.ctVP.ntagr-, ov 0 r defending 
f orces in tanl-:s, nevPr ::-ealizi:-ig a coordinated tar.k-infantry assE1ult. riorii.t or 1>d r:idi o transmissions 
and grmmd observation incticate thP. INA plans wer e f or tanks arui i nfont ry t o l e P.ve ass;,mbly areas 
sinultaneously and t o r.eet at a predet eroined poi nt ( attack position) just short of the assault 
line . The superi or speed of th,, tanks placed them at th ,-, r end.0 zvous point s 0 V'>rP.1 hou rs ~ 0 f or "' 
thP. infantry. Ther e t h 0 y 1·re r ed,,.Jtected and destroyed p:::-ior t c t h'!' .q r rival of ot her ,itt,.cldng .. 1 .. -
!'.'.ents. The tan!c 1:1 ction \-;-1:ich captti.r e'.:! the north part of t a,,m :-n 13-ll. Ap?"il was conduct f' :i :with 
nearly no !~A infantry suppo,..t , .. r.~ f er tr"t !'"'!!son !!lOr." 1·rc::: stcppr':l ~ Hi;:1 i:"'.f;;:--t;-::· '!:iicc:1 with thf' 
t erJcs t h i;t attec t: ,-rc,: l d pro';abl:- have '.:>een successful. Addi.tionall:r:, t h" :;:a, tr.nk crP.w did not 
appear to have be,:,n ,-r-=ll t rained in assatlt procedures. For i nsta:--,ce , t he:• did r:ot asseult repidly 
all guns firi:,g, but lri.th slo-:r, stop and start !!l'.lV" s and r el..,tivcl;; little shooti!l[;, r.;ot t.111-ing 
arlvantage of t he "shoe'.< action" i nherent in armor. 'i'he c:::-e~·~ ·· also ,.,0 r:'? r <; Ar::ily disoriP.nt ed i n t own 
as if not well briefed; fre~uentz s eemed to i:,,, 1·rl.thout orgarized dir0 ction; !Ind were eesily stcpp,,d 
by detemin,.ri r -=sistanc~ frcr.1 trcr :;is firing U .;s frc::i conce1:1 l ed position's. It was report,-d th..,t 
the crew wer e druggP.d and that crew corapP.::-tlnP.nts wer"' littered with "pills " but thP. r e is no first 
hand r eport available from US edvisors. 

2. Us e of r,rtille!"J : !;VA q;iploJ1I1ent of artillrry was from ::-el'!ti vel.,'T short range and 
appear"!i:l to be controlled by f ol"\1-'lrd obs ervers (i.e. the fir" ,r;,s edj ust"d onto ~ tprget whi;i.h ,.,a.s 
thffi given a fir ,, f or 0 ffect of 3-10 r ounds) . Arti ll0 ry wa s l"!lplo.·Pd mostl;,r on i nteri or tP.reets 
(CPs , the r esupply dr op zone and buildi ngs) whilP "lort11rs were l.' s ,:d on t)," .perimet er. The ,·artil­
l ery would usually fire 2- 3 r ounds u sing superruick fusing, followed by 1-2 ·r01:nds of deliiy fusing. 
The ddp_;,· fus e on 105/155= arti llcry ~ms devastatir.g agP.inst hl~r,J~e::- s and dug-in positions, .11lth:n.,gh 
it nust hit t he bunker directl;:r since the rounds effects ar"' quit e confined in deley fusing, 

3.. Areas of Enemy Activities: At Figure I-7 are san<? Perticular are <>s of NVA activity 
not ed as t c t yp~. 

(i) For further details pertaining to t he An Loe BAttles, see Annex~s D, E, H, J end K. 

b. 5th Ranger Group 

(1) Durine t '.1e periOd 5-7 ::ay t he 5th ::I.anger Group continued t o ass0 nbl e its stragglPrs 
at Thu Bai in p:::- -:parstion f or r e t urn to III Corps . C'n 7 Eay t h1e Gr oup was ~irliftcd f rom Phu Sai 
t o Tan Son lihut and r:ov'ed by truck t o Cu Chi. Personnel who ret urned t o Cu Chi consisted of the 
f ollowi ri.g (see Arpendh 1): 
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OFFICERS 
69 

NCO 
117 

.EM 
825 

'roTAL 
1011 

(2) On return to Cu Chi persoMel were authorized lesve through 15 Msy. Significant 
activities after return to Cu Chi consisted of receipt of some equipnent to partially replace that 
lost at Quang Tri, reception of 4'2'J filler personnel, ,ind limited speci81ist training in medical 
and signal subjects conducted by 5th Group Headquarters. 

(3) Range training was requested by the group in coordination wj,th 25th Infantry Di~ 
ision for the period 20-27 Hay and Ranger High Canmand developed t he retrai ning plan for 5th 
Group. CO, 5th Group requested 8 one to two month retraining period st Due ~fy, but his request 
was denied. The 5th Group then received orders to deploy to Phuc Tuy Province to conduct oper-
ations under the operational controll of the 18th ARV?'. Division on 24 1-fsy 72. • 

(4) Significant probl~ sreas st this time include personn~l shortages, due largely to 
the number of missing still carried as assigned (U6 total) and e high A\-/01 rate ('2'J5 total); the 
lack of initiative in l ocal.ly developing a comprehensive and stringent retraining program includ­
squad, platoon, and company tactical training; and criticP.l shortages of certain items of equip­
ment, particularly weapons and ccrnmunications. These shortages include: 300 JU6 rifles, 39 M60 
machine guns, 13c i-'[19 grenade launchers, 4 81mm and · 10 .6<Anm mortars,6 57mm and 4 90r!,n recoill<;?ss 
rifles, 3 AN/GRC 74, 1 CRG 106, 83 AH/ PRC 25 radios, and 10 .2C :82 antennas. An additioanl prob­
lem has been that the lack of finn -guidance and direction by JGS in not prescribing a time goal 
for retaining and future employnentfor 5th -Ranger Group which had a negative effect on the group' s 
leadership. · -

(5) Personnel status as of 19 May 1972: 

Unit Authorized Assigned Pres for Duty 
err NCO EH Total Off NCO ur Total Off NCO ~-r Total 

HQ 17 . 51 ·-56 ·.·l.2Jl,. 19- .-48 .,66 ·:133 ,. · :.-s. 1--~ ,:lJ _2.13 .. __ 
Engr 6 16 100 122 6 12 78 96 3 7 25 35 
Trans 6 23 95 124 6 22 9.3 121 • 4 12 48 64 
Recon 9 25 77 111 5 22 132 159 3 10 79 92 
3oth Bn 31 90 562 683 '2:1 94 486 607 u 57 238 309 
33d Bn 31 90 562 683 31 80 412 523 21 53 226 300 
]8th :>.n 21 20 262 682 21 26 l.22 22'- 20 27 :?17 ')f'{l 

Total 131 385 2014, 2530 131 374 1726 2231 73 196 846 lll5 

(6) Fran 24 Hay ta:4 June the 5th Ranger Group conducted local sP.curity operations in 
Phuoc Tuy Province and familiarized themselves with t he new area of operations. The following 
paragraphs SllllnP.ri.ze the trocp status and r esults of the 5th Ranger Group's operations in Phuoc 
Tuy Province. 

(a) Troop strengths as of 2 June 72: 

PRl:SJ:IIT FOR OFS?.ATIO?!S IN THS FIELD 

HO 58 
Recon Co 100 
Engineer Co 35 
Trans Co 50 
30th Bn 345 
33d Bn 338 
JRth Bn lli 
Total 1265 

(b) Friendly-Enemy Results 
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FRIBt;pLY 

fil 

. 30 Bn 05 

.3.3 Bn 04 

.38 Bn 1~ 

filA 

71 

• 07 

67 

'.J'FS !ITA 

0 

0 

5 .MJ.6 
l M79 

(t. , , ' 

'.':1-T!';!'Y 

m ill 

17 0 

18 03 

56 

11Pr!S CIA 

8 AK47 
1 6Jmm Mortar : 
20 VC claymore 
8 AK47 
3 B4o 
l. B41 
l M79 
50 sand bags 
8 AK47 

(7) The operations for the 1period ,b-12 June can bP. bro!-:en into t ,•ro phases. In th~ first 
phase the :;r r,up I s primary mission was to SP.cure the to,.m of D11t Do .. This period commenced on 
4 June, when the 5th Group's sector of town was secured by the 33d Battalion and RECON Canpaey 
and ended on 8 June. Company size operations took place arond the three ma,ior 5th Group 1ocat­
ioIJs: Dat Do, _.}h.li Dat, an4 Long Kien. !To .. major contacts took place. On 8 Jun<!, the Group CP 
moved from !Iui Datto a fire base (YS 428608) north of long Dien. At this time the 48th rl.P.gi­
ment and 18th Division CP moved back to the ci:.· Ch:!: area, and a light CP remained behind with 
Colonel long of the 18th Division in charge !5f the 18th Division in charge of province a.rid 5th 
Ranger Group. The 5th Group thus became the only regular force unit in the Province. The Group 
was situat'ld as follows: 5th Group CP and Joth Bn north -of long Dien 38th Bn 'et Nui Dat and 

B 8 • ' ' 33d n and RECON Co at Dat Do . . From 1 June to 11 June 1972, the Group c·onducted a 
six compa.--iy r econnaisa."'lce in force operation to Hill 51 (YS 504672) and vicinity. · Two s..all 
contacts were made with squad sized emeny forces ~lith negative results. The operation lasted to 
12 June when all elements returned to their base areas. Results: Small enemy forc'es werP. con­
tacted, but no_major troop concentrations were l.ocated. 

(8) Extensive use was made of artillery during• th'? period, and it 't!8S very responsive 
a."ld accurate~ As for TAC Air, only three sorties were available to support 5th Group's operat~ 
ions. Preplanw~d requests were · not fillnd because the priority for 43.r support 't'!'S t.o Xuye:::. Eo~ 
District wtdbh had several sizeable contacts. 

(9) Results for the periOd 4-12 June are as follows: 

3oth Bn 
33d Bn 
38th Bn 
K::COU 

FRU".,!!DLY 
ICTA lilA. 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

m 
0 

W­
O 
0 

E;:ffi!Y 
QlA 

0 
3 
0 
0 

illm' 
0 
1 RPG, 20 grenades h.AK47 
0 
0 

(10) Foxhole strength as of 12 June 1972 is as follows: 

Group Headquarters 
RECON Company 
Engineer Company 
Transportation Canpaey 
30th Battalion 
33d Battalion 
38th Battalion 

57 
ll5 
34 
50 

398 
397 
423 

(ll) During the period 14-30 June 1972, operations continuP.d in Phoc Tuy Province un­
der the control of Province Headquarters until 27 June, when the Group moves to Lai Khe to bPgin 
operations under the control of the 18th Division. '· -

(12) Ccmpa!l,Y sized r econ in force operations w,~·e conducted from !-Jui Dat and D11t Do 'tlith 
only light and scatter ed contacts during the period 13-3:4 June . On 15 June , while the 38th Bet­
tallion continued recon in force operations. east nf Suoi lighP, , th"' 30th and 33d Battalions began 

- I ·.i 
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a major operation east of Dat Do to clear Highway 23 to Nui Nhon. Upon completion of the oper­
ation, Phuoc Tuy Province planned to reestablish a fire base for support of Xuyen Moc District. 
The 33d Battalion made only l i ght contact and located numerous vacated bunkers which were seeded 
with CS powder to deny them to the enemy. The 3oth Battalion, however, located an estimated en­
emy battalion north of Highway 23 which it remained in contact from 15-18 June. Largely through 
the application of US Tactical Air and helicopter gunship support, 3oth Battalion succeeded in 
capturing the enemy's positions, resulting in the destruction of 52 enemy soldiers by Vietnam-
ese body count. On 18 June Nui Nhon was secured and road security was established for movement 
of the ·artillery. Province failed to establish the fire base prompt1ly, however, and during the 
period 21-25 June two Ranger battalions remained committed to company sized ope~ations to provide 
security for Nui Nhon and Highway 23. 

(13) As the 3oth Battalions were probed by enemy forces attempting to cut Highway 23 from ; 
the north and south, 38th Battalion continued operations north of Nui Datto relieve presure on 
Suoi Nghe which was defended by Regional Forces. Contacts were exploited heavily with air strikes 
and an operation was launched 23 June at Province direction to permit wi thdrawal of two artillery 
pieces from Suoi Nghe. The operation lasted two days, but after the area along the road to Suoi 
Nghe was cleared, the Province Chief elected not to reposition the artillery. This action was 
characteristic of the period as the province Chief did not clearly identify and pursue tangible 
objectives. Along Highway 23 delays in moving the artillery permitted the enemy to regain the 
initiative after 5th Ranger Group's initial thrust had thrown him off balance. Air support, 
however, continued to be used effectively, with a document captured by Province on 26 June indicating 
that 47 enemy soldiers were killed by an air strike in support of a single comp!ny's contact South 
of Highway 23. (Since unconfirmed, -these kills are not included in the totals indicated in paragraph 
(15), below.) 

(14) On 26 June, 33d Ranger Battalion was moved by truck to Lai· Khe as .the 5th- Group b~gan 
leaving Phoc Tuy Province to operate along Highway 13 toward An Loe. One battalion from the 18th 
Division's 52d Regiment came under the operational control of 5th Group for one day until forces 
could be readjusted. On 27 June, 52d Regiment assumed control of the AO, and 3oth Battalion and 
Group Headquarters moved to Lai Khe to join 33d Battalion. The 38th gattalion remained at Nue Dat 
conducting company size operations until 28 June, when it also ·moved to Lai Khe. On 29 June 5th 
Ranger Group moved north to Chon Thanh and 33d Battalion replaced a battalion of the 46th Regiment 
which had been in contact with the enemy east of Highway 13. The 30th Battalion was located with 
Group Headquarters at Chon Thanh, while 38th Battalion rema:lned at Lai K.11~ for one additional day. 
The 29th and 3oth of June were marked by probing actions by the 33d Ranger Battalion to locate the 
enemy and assess the terrain and situation. Recon Company conducted operations to locate enemy 
indirect fire positions west of 46th Regiment ., which was in contact along the western side of 
Highway 13. 

(15) Total results for the period 14-30 June: 

FRIENDLY ENEMY 

KIA WIA KIA CIA WEAroNS 

26 113 8'7 3 vc suspects 1 81mm tube 
,1 61mm mortar 
4 B4o 
20 AK47 
l Carbine 

(16) For further detail pertaining to operations in Phuoc Tuy Province, see Annexes E and J. 

c. Senior Ad.visor's Evaluation: 

(1) The III Corps Ranger Command Assistance Team experienced extreme personnel turbulence 
during the three month period of the Binh Long Campaign. Due to the necessity to maintain the 
Ranger Group .Advisory Teams at full capability, utilizing in-house resources, created a "musical 
chairs" situation within the team. 

(2) At the onset of the '!WA offensive, the coin.position of the advisory team was as shown 
at Appendix 9. Even at that time, the headquarters element was split due to a requirement to 
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man a forward CP at Tay Ninh, consisting of the Operations/Intelligence Ad.visor, Major Scotniclti, 
and the Assistant G-2 Ad.visor, Captain Riccinto. 

(3) The 5th and 6th Ranger Groups were airlifted to Quang Tri, I Corps, on 4 and 5 
April, and on 6 April, the 3rd Ranger Group moved into the city of An Loe. 

(4) The advisors to the 3rd Ranger Group were ordered to evacuate An Loe on 7 April, 
without informing their counterpart. A subsequent reversal of this decision required replacing 
the orginal advisors. The Assistant G-3 Advisor, Captain Everngam, and the G-4 Advisor, Captain 
Moffet, were inserted into An Loe on 8 April. The former Senior Advisor to 3rd Group, Major Kues­
ter, was assigned as G-4 Advisor and the former Assistant Advisor, Lieutenant Nahay, was sent to 
Quang Tri to assist the 5th Group. The Operations/Intelligence NCO -Advisor, SFC Schommer, was 
more or less on permanent TDY at this time, performing liaison between the headquarters and the 
I Corps. The resulting reconfiguration is as shown at Appendix 3. 

(5) The 6th Group was redeployed to Kontum, in II Corps, on 22 April thereby spread-
ing the team elemeot·s even further. On 2 May, the Assistant Advisor to 5th Group, Captain Berkson, 
was declared MIA when his helicopter was shot down, during an extraction from Quang Tri, after 
the team had been forced to apply excape and evasion techniques for nearly 14 hours in enemy held 
territory. 

(6) The 5th Group was returned to III Corps on 7 .May and was ordered into operations 
in Phuoc Tuy Province on 24 May. Due to experience gained during the previous month's operations, 
it was felt that it was essential to have three personnel with eacn Group: therefore, the Opera­
tions/Intelligence NCO Advisor, SFC Schommer,. was attached to the 5th Group pending approval of 
a requested JTD change, which deleted three slots in the headqua.rters and added one NCO slot with 
each Group. The new authorization is shown at Appendix 4. 

(7) The Senior Ad.visor to the 3rd Gro~p in An Loe, Captain Everngam, was extracted for 
medical treatment on 20 May and the Assistant G2 Ad.visor, Captain Riccinto, and the Ad.min NC0 1 SFC 
Sherrill, (bath slots subsequently deleted by the JTD Change), were inserted. Captain Everngam 
was MEDEVACED to Okinawa on 25 May. Captain I.each, who was assigned 22 May· from in-country. (4 
month~ retainability) was assigned to the 6th Group on 27 May as a replacement for the Assistant 
Advisor, Captain Vannie, who was scheduled to DEROS in July (Cpt Vannie has subsequently had 
approved a 6 .month extension). Captain Moffett, the second of the two orginal 3rd Group Advisors 

~ at Ao Loe, was extracted on 31 May and Major Scotniclti, the Operation/Intelligence Advisor (who 
had been TDY with TRAC G3 since approximately 6 May) was assigned as Senior Advisor. Captain 
Moffett was curtailed and departed on 8 June and the G4 Advisor, Major Kuester, departed 14 June. 
This left the headquarters element with the Senior Ad.visor,. LTC McManus, the Gl/G5/AG Advisor, 
CPT Cole, and the Clerk Typist, SP5 Corley (the logistics NCO Ad.visor, SFC Strange, was on 30 day 
emergency leave from 25 May - 28 June), to support the three Groups in the field. The organization 
as of 14 June is shown at Appendix 5. 

(8) The Senior Advisor to the 3rd Group, MAJ Scotniclti, was MEDEVACED from An Loe on 
26 June, due to severe dysentery, and was placed on 7 days bedrest. However, on 28 June, the As­
sistant Advisor, Captain Riccinto, was injured and was MEDEVACED on 29 June, requiring Major · scot­
nicki to return to An Loe on 30 June. The 5th Group had been redeployed on 29 June, from Phuoc 
Tuy Province to Chon Thanh (on Highway 13). On 1 July, the Senior Advisor to 5th Group, MAJ Teel, 
was replaced by CPr Evergram, who had returned from Ok,inawa approximately two weeks prior (on 
light duty). Major Teel departed for CONUS 5 July. The 3rd Group was redeployed from Ao Loe to 
Phuoc Tuy Province on 5 July, and on 10 July, the 5th Group was redeployed to An Loe. The 6th 
Group remains in II Corps, operating an AD that extends along Highway 14 from Pleiku to Kontum, 

(9) A recapitulation of the assignments of members of this team, frcm l April to pre­
sent is shown below: 

LTC Richard J. McManus - l April to present, SA, III Corps Ranger Cc:cmnand, l3'ien Hoa. 

MAJ James V. Givens - l April - 3 April, SA 6th Group, Tay Ninh 
4 April - 21 April, SA, 6th Group, Phu Bai, I Corps 
22 April - present, SA, 6th Group, Pleiku/Kontum II Corps. 

MAJ Paul E. Kuester - l April - 7 April, SA, 3rd Group, Tay Ninh/An Loe 
8 April - 14 June, G4 Advisor, III Corps Rngr Cmd, Bien Hoa. 
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HAJ John P. Scotnicld. - 1 April - 5 May, OPN/Intel Advisor III Corps Rngr Comd, Tay Ninh/~i Khe 
6 May - 30 Hay• · TRAC G3 'roC Duty Officer 
31 J.!ay - 4 July, SA, 3rd Group, An Loe 
5 July - present, SA 3rd Group, Phuoc Tuy. 

MAJ Kenneth L. Teel - 1 April - 3 April, SA, 5th Gronp Tay t!inh • 
4 April - 4 Ilay, SA, 5th Group, Quang Tri, I Corps 
5 Hay - 23 !!ay, SA, 5th Group, Cu Chi 
24 Hay - 28 June; SA, 5th Group, Phoc Tuy 
29 June - 1 July, SA, 5th Group, Chon Thanh 

CPT Joseph !!. Berkson - 1 April - 4 April, Asst Adv, 5th Grc-c:p, Ta...,. l'inh 
4 April - 1 Hay; Asst Adv, 5th Group, Quang Tri, I Corps 
2 Hay - present, Hissing in Acti_on 

CPT Robert D. Cole - 1 April - ·present, Gl/G5/AG Advisor, III Corps ~anger Cot:v"land, Bien Hoa. 

CPT Ifichael H. Evcrgam - 1 April 7 April, · Asst G3 Adv, III Corps Rngr Cor.id, Bien Hoa 
8 April - 20 May; SA, 3rd Group, An Loe 
21 l•!ay - 30 June, patient/recup0 i-ating 
1 July - 9 Jul y , SA, 5th Group, Chon Thanh 
10 July -•present, SA, 5th Group, An Ioc 

CPT Daniel R. Leach - 22 Hay - present, Asst Adv, ~t h Group, Fleiku/Kontum, ;TI Corps. 

CPT Harold l-Ioffett - 1 April - 7 April, G-4 Adv; III Corps · imt,""?' Comd, '9ien Hoa 
8 April - 30 :.:ay, Asst Adv, 3rd Group, Ar. Loe 
31 May - 8 June, Duties imasg - D:::ROS 

CPT Patrick J. Riccinto - l April - 19 May; Asst G2 Adv, III Corps Rngr Comd, Tay r:inh/~i Khe 
20 l-!ay - 29 June , · Asst Adv, Jrd Group, An Loe • • 
30 June- present; 01'1!/Intel Adv; III Corps PJ1gr Comd, Bien Hoa 
... :~: : -::'•:: -:-:_ - · ~=· · ~~.., .· /1.r-~_· .: ! __ ... - . .1 I!t. . .: J) 

CPT William H. Var.nie - l April - 3 April, · Asst Adv, 6th Group, · Tay Hinh· 
4 April - 21 April ; Asst Adv, 6t h Gr oup; Pi.,u Tiai, I Corps 

lLT stephen A. 

22 April - present, Asst Adv, 6th Group, Pleiku/Kontum, II Corps 

Nahay - 1 April - 7 April, Asst Adv, 3rd Group, Tay rlnh/An Loe · 
S April - 4 !Iay • Asst Adv• 5th Group, Quang Tri, I CorPS 

· 5 I-;ay - 23 !:ay, Asst Adv, 5th Group, Cu Chi 
24 !Iay - 28· June; Asst Adv; 5th Group, Phuoc _ Tuy_ 
29 June - 9 July, Asst Adv, · 5th Group, · Chon Thanh -- · 
10 July - Present, Asst Adv, 5th Group, An Loe ·_/ 

SFC ))Jn L. Scharaner 1 - April - 23 May, OP!-1/Intel NCO Adv, III Corps Rngr Cand, Bien_:!ioa_::-
24 ?ray - 28 June; OP!I/Intel NCO Adv, 5th Group; Phoc Tuy 
29 June - 9 July, · OPl'i/Intel T!CO Adv, 5th Group, · Chon Thenh 
10 July - present, om/Intel NCO Adv, 5th Group, -Arl Loe • 

SFC Charles A.Ir . Sherrill - 1 April - 19 May, Adm.in NCO , III Corps Rngr Cand, 31.en Hoa 
• 20 1-!ay - 4 July, · OP!:/In\0 1 HL"'O . Adv, 3rd Group An Loe 

5 July - present, OPN /Intel Jico Adv, 3rd Group Phucc 'I'lly 

SFC Charles A. Strange - 1 April - present, logistics HCC Adv, III Corps :mgr Cand, Bien Hoa 

SP5 Alvin D. Corley - l April - present, Clerk /Typist, III Corps Rngr CQmd, Bien Hoa. 

(10) Throughout the period of the Binh long Cf!lll:,e.ign, thP. man,,,uver units ~f III Corps 
Ranger C=andwereunder operational control of other headquarters (See AppendiY- 6). ~levertheless, 
the basic administrative and logistical aupport role of ·.+:.he headouarters r er:iained unchanged. "\·/ith 
elements at Quang Tri, Kontt:m, and throue}l l-D'.3, at · the height of -the c8l!lpaign, the headquarters_ 
element proved itself capable of providing support far beyond that normally expected. The response 
given to t he needs of t he maneuver units ~ras timely and as compl~te as possible, considering avail­
ability of resources . 

1 
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(11) In the sres of logistical support, t~~ AbilitiPs of thr he11dnu.11rtp~s WPre SPVer­
ly testP.d. Two of the three Eanger Groups suffered extreMely he~vy enuiµ,ient losses (thP 5th 
Group· at Qusng Tri and t he 3rd Group at An Loe). Thesp two units were n°.11rly completely refitted 
while continuing th~ir combat role. Aerial resupply, on a weP.kly basis~ has be 0 n m.11int.11ined to 
two of the oorder battalions and the remaining bAttalions have been resupplie&I. by ground trans­
port. In addition, eouipnent and weapons have been procure1 and supplied to new recruits being 
trained at Due Hy Ranger Training Center, as replacements for the maneuver elements. 

. . . (12) In the administrative support areas, the headouarters was 
0
prcrnpt and r"sponsive. 

• d. three Rangn Groups suffered 5~ or more casualties lluring tbe otten:ii ve . ( see-_a_p-pencl1x 1). The 
Headquarters produced nearly two thousand replace.m':lnts, both recrn5.ts and former desert-.rs r et urr ·· 
ed to duty, in order to maintain combat P-ffectiven.,ss in t hP. Groups. In addition, the heedot1_arters 
expended much effort to keep abreast cf strength acco':~ting, casualty r eporting/processing, and 
awards. Accurate and timely strength accounting proved difficult due to both the tectical situat­
ion and the despersion of the Groups; however, all efforts were expended to bbtain necessllry dat11. 
The medical cOI:tparzy dispensary worked at double to triple capacity, prpviding treata~nt for the 
numerous casuslties. r 

( 13) Camnand and control. While control · of the marruever P.lements of III Corps "anger 
Ccmnand was completely removP.d from the headquarters, as mentioned previouill.-y, the Ccrir.tander and 
his staff kept constantly abr~ast of all fac ets of operations and were always aware of the current sta­
tus of each element . . This reouired continuous coordination with the ~um 0 rous he8dnu~rters to which 
the elements were OPCOl: . During the seige of An I..oc, the head0 u,irtcrs maintained a li.tJison section, 
on the scene, to provide information and assist the 3d ?..anger Group. The e:rtent to which the com-
mand Group was able to function is ouite evident in view of the success of the support role, as 
described above. -

4. ccr:cwsrc ;:s : 

a. The bPst over all perfomance cf the Group was frO!:t 4 June to 13 J une ,.,hen all three :1.,qn­
g-=r Bett ::.li -:ins •,,e:--, in t:i 0 process cf clee:-ir:g A:1 Loe t o t ~0 :10rtr. a:1ri nc::-t h1•rPst. All cf t he units 
appeared t o 'Je doing well in t heir contacts ,r.i. th t he !-Vft. es ,;-vid2 ncer:l h:r t he =e:-o'.ls stcc!qJiles 
of weapons an,! arnur.itions 1-1hi ch ,-,ere capt '...lr ~i c :::- d estroyrd. I t 1:(!'PP- a:-<;d t :ipt th-, 3d i:1mger 
Group was in the proc~ss cf f c tting !:Jack it-; c,: ,1 d"' i =- '=' " ,:,f ccr.fido:1:: c . 

b . TI-.e 31st BP.ttalior., on suggestion fr r.l!I t he l'S ,.dvisor s, on 14 April a sed t h., u·.: t o des­
t::"O:'" a t?..nk on hi g!-J-.-re7 303 s o that it .-rod.Ji 'Jl c.c!: t 11° h:-i ci ,C"! , Th:!;s r <, nuirlc'd t h-, sc ldie:-s t n watch 
tho ta;-::~ r.iOV '! tO\·rar C: t h<;r:i. -end wait until j us t t h,., right mO:cPnt to sh::-6t. Thes e soldiers dirt just 
that, e ::iost ccr.inenda~l -, j -:,~ . 

c. The 36th Bett~lion d isple;ired m~r e eggressiv-,nnss i n p~trolling, establishing outposts, 
and carr;-ing th,. b1>ttl0 to t he enemy than nearl:-- an:• c-t her urit et An Loe. 36th Battalion is a 
truly outsta::tding exa.':lpl -: cf e well l ed, c11pabl 0 nangnr Biittl!lion. 

d. v.:r\F T.AC Air suppc,:-t was e:xaripla:cy in !'lost cas,s a::td ViiAF FAC's flew much low-=r·-than the 
nom. They ,-re:-e aol e t o place accurate clcs e air suppo:•t f or t he fric r.dly ground troops and con:;. -. 
tributed considerab];' t o the overall success of the ground -operptioijs • . 

J1 - -, , 
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Appendix l (P"rsonrn~l A t,hcrizfld t c 5th Il.ang13r Group) to Annex 1 (ITI Corps R·ng,,r Camnand) 
to After-Action Report, Binh Long Canpaign 

1. Personn, l authc-riz <?d and pre11 -:,nt for duty RS of 10 M,iy 72. 'l'he on hRnd tablP do,-s not in­
chuie 16 officPrs, 9 NCO I s or 202 El-I, total 227 pe:-osnnr l who ·-·ere on l P&V" • 

AUTHCRJ;7.:SD 

QFFIC:i;;t?S !:filQ ~ TC'TAL 

Group HO 17 51 56 1?4 
Engr C:o 6 16 100 1?2 
Trans Co 6 23 95 124: 
Recon Co 9 25 77 111 
30th Bn 31 90 562 683 
33d Rn 31 90 562 683" 
]8t'1 B:, 31 20 ~62 t:g1 
TOTAL 131 185 2014 25">0 

ON HAND 

G:-oup HO 8 7 12 2-r· 
:::ngr 1':o 3 3 19 ?5 
T ans Cr, 6 23 95 124 
R~con Co 1 4 42 47, 
30th Bn 9 34 192 235 
33d Bn 17 26 196 239 
38th En 11 2.1.. 122 l!!'.Z 
TOTAL 53 108 623 784' 

2. P· rcent of a'.• tho,·iz• d on hand: 

•• Officer!! 40.4% 
b. NCC 28.0t 
~· :r:~ ·n.ot 
d. 'l'OTAL 31.0% 

1. Ca:mulatiV'l casualty figures: 151! 
. . 

Group HQ 0 0 0 0 · ·• .. ..--, 

:;ngr C:o 0 0 0 0 \ ..J 

~ans Co 0 0 0 0 
Recon Cc 0 l 3 _4 
39th Bn 0 3 13 16 ' 
33d Bn 0 2 11 13 
J~h 3n 0 L. -13. -- . -- --1£ . 
TOTAL 0 9 40 49 

\, 

r 

.,, J. 
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fil 

OFF1CE:'S Bill:. ill TO'l'AL 

G:-oup HQ 0 a 0 ,. 
Er.g:- Co 0 0 0 0 
'l'rans CC"> 0 0 2 0 
Recon Co 2 2 9 13 
30th Bn 4 21 ~ 107 
33d Bn 3 11 78 02 
18th Bn 11,___ 1Qa ___ _ __ l'-9 
'l'OTAL 13 53 270 ~45 

m 
G-:soup HQ 4 2 8 u 
Engr Co 1 2 17 20 
'l'r&!'.S Cr, 0 0 0 0 
Recon Gn 1 4 24 zg 
30th Bn 6 18 70 94 
Jjrt Bn 3 0 46 49 
3filh Bn 2 21 10/, ---13..5. 
TO'l'AL 2.4 47 271 342 
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App.,.r.:iiY 2 ( III Corps 'l.~Tlf"T C"·mmand Advisory Te-am 4 Anril 72) to Ar.n,,,v I ( III Gorl"s " 1m[ c!" 

C'.'tllllla:-icl ) to lft, r-Actbn ::'- pr.!"t, Binh I.r.nc Canra ' en 

B)SITIOF 

•Senior Advisor 

Gl/r.5/AG Advisor 

OPN/Intel Advise!" 

G4 Advisor 

Asst G2 Advisor 

Asst G3 Advisor 

log Nr.O Advisor 

OPN/Intel NCO Advisor 

Acb'nin ~pv 

Clerk/Typist 

SA, 3rd GP 
Asst SA, 3rd Gp 

SA, 5th Gp 
Asst SA, 5th Gp 

SA, 6th Gp 
Asst SA, 6t;h Gp 

INCUMBEN!r 

L~ 1-!cl-IANUS 

CPI' COLE 

MAJ SCOT?:rr.n 

CPI' HCFF:ZTT 

r.Pr Riccnrro 

CPI' E\13?.f.!GAH 

SFC S'l'R.AllGE 

SFC SCHCMHER 

SFC SICP..P..ILL 

VACANT 

MAJ KUESTER 
1LT NAHAY 

MAJ TEEL 
CPT BERKSON 

MAJ GIVENS 
CPT VANNIE 

?.-I-1 

B»lARKS 

F .. 'D CP - Tay Ninh 

F:ro CP - 'T'a'.V' tJinh , 
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App,,ndb: 3 ( III Cors Ranger ~onr-and Advisory T.,am 8 April 72) to Ann"x I ( III 2 .. nger Cc:.mmand) 
to A.ft-,r-Action Report, Binh long Campaign 

rosITIO~: 

~"!nior Adv.isor 

Gl/G5/AG Advisor 

OPll/Intcl Advisor 

G4 Advisor 

Asst G2 Advisor 

Asst G3 Advisor 

log NCXl Advisor 

OPN/Intel Nr,O -Advisor 

Admin ~upv 

Clerk/'fypist 

SA, 3rd Gp 
Asst SA, 3rd Gp 

SA, 5th Gp 
Asst SA, 5th Gp 

Attached 

SA, 6th Gp 
Asst SA, 6th Gp 

L'rr. 1-!cl!ANIJS 

cPT com 

MAJ SCOTNIC7-'.I 

MAJ KUESTIR 

CPT RICCH:TC 

VACA}IT 

SFC STRA!-."GE 

8FC SCHCMHER 

SP5 CORLEY 

CPI' EVERNGAM 
CPI' K>FFETT 

MAJ TEEL 
CPl' BERKSON 

ll,T NAHAY 

MAJ GIVENS 
CPI' VANNIE 

3-I-l 

Fl'ID CP - Lai KhP. 

TDY, I Corps 

An Loe 
An Loe 

Quang Tri 
Quang Tri 

Quang Tri 

Hue/Phu Bai 
Hue/Phu Bai , . 



Appendix 4 (JTD Change) to Annex I (III Corps· Ranger CCllllllsnd) to After-Action Report, Binh long 
C81lpaign. 

llI CORPS RANG~ CO!-Il.fAND ASSISTANCE TEA!i 

TITLS ~ QR. ·BRANCH AllI!:L. 

Senior Advisor G 1542 05 Il! 1 

Gl/G5/AG Advisor G 2269 04 IN 1 

OPU/Intel Advisor G 2162 04 IN 1 

G4 Adviser G 4010 04 IN 1 

log NCO Advisor 76Z5K E8 '!IC l . 
0~1/Intel NCO Advisor 11F4H 'F:l NC 1 

Clerk/Typist 71B30 F4 l 

SA, Rngr Gp G 1542 o4 IN 3 

As-st Adv, Rngr Gp G 1542 03 .IN 3 

OPN/Intel NCO Adv •UF4H F:7 .NC 3 
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Appendix 5 (Organization as of 14 Jun 72) to Annex I (III Corps R~nfe r Command) to Arter-Action 
Report, Binh long Campaign, 

rosITION 

Senior Advisor 

Gl/G5/AG Advisor 

CPN/Intel Advisor 

G4 Advisor 

log NCO Advisor 

OPN/Intel NCO Advisor 

Clerk/Typist 

SA, 3rd Gp 
. Ass~ SA, 3rd Gp 

;-' oPN(Intel NCO Adv 

·.SA,5th Gp . 
. • ~sst SA, 5th, .GP • 

/ ~OPN/I_ntel NCO Adv 

' ' SA, 6th Gp 
'--..Asst SA, 6th Gp i­
t •--.. 9Pli/}:ntel NCO Aq_v 

.• 

\ 
•, 

.. 

I NCtn ffiENT 

LTC McMA?IUS 

CPT COLE 

VACANT 

VACAlrr 

SFC STRA?liE 

VACAIIT 

SP5 CORll:Y 

MAJ SCOTNICHI 
CPI' RICCINTO 

SFC SHERRIL 

MAJ TEEL 
lLT NAHAY 
SFC SCHOMMER 

MAJ GIVENS 
CFT VANNIE 
VACAN'.t' 

5-I -1 
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30 Day EmergP.ncy Leave 

An Loe 
An Loe 

An Loe 

Phuoc Tuy 
Phuoc Tuy 
Pbuoe Tuy · 

Pleiku/Kontum 
Plei~/li:ontum 

I 
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RANGER DSPIDYH'.!:NTS 

At the start of the Nguyen Hue offensive, the III Corps Raneer Cormnand had established II light 
CP at Tay ?:inh in order to command the 65th - . 73rd - 84th and 92nd Border, Ra1'Eer· Bns. ( O~ON 
25th ft:?.V-..'. l)jy,) 1 , 

.The following is a chronological sequence of events during April, May ·and ~une 72 tor the Ranger 
Groups and Border Bns. · 

\ f 
a. The 92nd Bn remained in its Base at Tonle Chon to present, (OPCON 25th ARVN Div}. 

b. The 74th Bn was ordered by 9 Regt, 5th A.~VN.,Di.v on or about 1 April to withdraw from 
11A" Base and return to Loe Ninh. This Bn was dessezriated -during their withdrawnl end . is curren:t,ly 
refitting at Due l·fy Ranger Training Center. • --.... I.,. . 

c. The 5th and 6th Ranger Groups were moved to MR-1 on 4 April. 

d. On 6 April the 3rd Ranger Group "185 moved to reinrorce An Loe under OFCON 5th A.ltV?I Div 
and remained there until 5 July 72, 

e. The 65th Bn was ordered to withdraw from and destroy Olang Trung FSB (XT 501831) on 6 
April and move to the Tay Ninh City Area. (OFCON 25th ARV?; DIV~) 

t. On 7 April 72 the 84th Bn received the order to withdraw !ran ~tum Base and move to 
a point northeast of Tay Ninh City. (OFCON 25th ARVN Div,) 

g. On 8 April the 73rd Bn was ordered to withdr11w !ran and destroy Ven Don FSB (XT 458720) 
and move to the Tay Ninh Cit~ Area. ((OPCotl 2$th AP,Vi{ l)iv,) : J . 

h. On 9 April 72 the 64th Ranger Bn was movE>d from Tri! Cu and place under control or H,:, 
OID. A rear element remained in their Base at Tra Cu. 

i. On 12 April the 97th Bn was ordered to withdraw frcm ind destroy Bu Gia Map Base and'move 
to the Song Be area. ( OPCON flluoc long Sectoi:; ) 

j. On 17 April 72 the 65th and 73rd Bn moved from Tay Ninh City to Hni Loi along with the 
light CP, and assU'lled the: mission of Corps Reserve Force. They remained there until 19 April when 
they moved to Lai Khe BC witn the mission of Lai Khe defense under OPCON ot the 5th ARVN Div rear. 

k. On 21 April the 6th Group was redeployed to the Pleiku/Kontum area and has remained there 
to present. 

1. On 9 May 72, the 5th Ranger &roup returned to Mt3 and began refitting at Cu Chi, 

m. On 14 May the 84th Bn moved from Tay Ninh to Lai Khe tor defense of lai Khe until 22 Ma,v 
at which tillle it joined the 73rd Bn on Highway 13, 

n. The 73rd Bn, on 14 Hay, deployed fran Lai Khe to (XT 489451) under operationAl control 
ot 5th ARVN Di.v rear with the mission ot security along QL 13. 

o. The 65th Bn was ainnobiled from Lai Khe to Chon Thanh. They remained there until 29 May 
when they teturned to Lai Khe. (OPCON 21st ARVN Div) 

t,. On 24 May the 5th Ranger Group redeployed to the D11t Do area in Phuoc Tuy (F) (OFCON 18th 
ARVN DIV). 

On 25 June the 66th Bn moved from Chon Thanh to Bien Hoa (OFCON to Bien Hoa SPctor). 

r. On 26 - 27 - 28 June the 5th Ranger Group moved !ran Phuoc Tuy (P) to Lai Kh'l an1 be­
came OPCON to 18th ARVN D;l.v, i"plcying along Highway 13. 

s. On 2 July the 65th Bn redeployed to the Song Be Area to secure the airfield at Phuoc 
long (OPCON Phuoc long Sector). ..--

')-



\ 

ix 6 (Status of Rapger Units) to Annex I (III Corps Ranger Conn.and) to After-Action Report, 
gn, 

IDRDER 
)UPS 

1 

lgon 

l 

lh 

Chan 

Map· 

p 

lP 

lp 

CAMP STATUS 

Residual 
Element 

Residual 
Element 

EVACUATED 
8 April 72 

Evacuated 

No Change 

EVACUATED 
7 April 72 

No Change 

EVACUATED 
16 April 72 

Residual 
Element 

Residual 
Element 

Residual 
Element 

BN/GROUP OFCON ADMIN/I.OG SUProRT 
BASE OF OPERATION 
AS OF 25 June 'J.2 

XS 660940 Capttal III Corps Ranger Command 
Along TL 10 Mil - Dist 

Phuoc Binh Phuoc Long III Corps Ranger Command 
YU 205163 Sector 

CA MAU FSB 18th In Div III Corps Ranger Command . 
Due My Ranger . NA III Corps Ranger Command 
Training Center 

No Change Hau Nghia III Corps Ranger Cam.end 
Sector 

Chon Thanh 18th In Div III Corps Ranger CODDnand 
XT 757620 

No Change 25th In Div II.I Corps Ranger CODDll8nd 

Phouc Binh Phuoc Long III Corps Ranger Command 
YU 205163 Sector 

Phuoc_ Tuy Prov Phuoc Tuy III Corps Ranger Command 
XS 335618 - Sector , Mordtors 

Binh Long 18th In Div III Corps Ranger Conmand 
_XT 768633 Monitors 

II Corps II Corps III Corps Ranger Canmand 
Pleiku Vicinity When in III Corps 

\~-- ,;; · ·-

,, 
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Appendix 7 (Friend:cy/Enemy Casualties) to Annex I (III Corps Ranger COllllll8nd) to After-Action Report, 
Binh Long Campaign. 

H>NTH 

KIA 

---·--· 
I APRlL I 71 

I I 129 MAY 
----

JUNE 135 
· -

'roTAL 335. 

FRIENDLY/ENEMY CASUALTIES 
AND EQUIP LOSSES 

FRIENDLY 

WIA I MIA 

299 I 312 

-·- -.. -~= ~--~--7 
CREW l IND II KIA I CIA j BC . CR>Y;:7 
SERVED wP.NS ~. .. _ _ ·SERVED I ~s J. 

83 J 423 II 427 J 4 o I 4 I 88 ! 

I 
628 

510 

95 

• 15 

3 

0 

21 

7 

475 

314 

2 l. o : 27 -----·. - ·- I 
15 I 1 64 

79 

93 
~- - - T 

1437 1.216 21 
...._ _____ ,_ - ----=-- -- . - . 

422 I 86 1 451 
___ __ ____ \ __ _______ . -- --··- 1 .. .J 95 

I 
~-=~ 1 

- ~ 
,,/ 

,J 
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Appendix 1 (Binh long Province Report) to Annex J ( CORDS H'R. II I ) to MAC TR After-Action Report, 
Binh long Campaign 

1. FURR)S~: To provide a chronological sequence of events describing those 11ctivities of friend-
4' and enemy units during the period 4 April - 25 June 1972. 

2. IITTEODUCTION : The following report represents a total description end an11lysh of frien::lzy 
unit actions and deployments resulting from i ntelligence, operational and logistical movements. 

3. DISCUSSION: 

•• Summary of operations 

,., (1) Although the actual seige of Binh long Province began on 4 April 1972, overt symptoms 
of impending military action began to surface around late February. In March, a drastic increase 
in PSDF "accidents," resulting in some 30 PSDF KIA, reports of VC propagandizing hamlets in the 
Loe Ninh Area and a general increase in the number of eneny contacts involving sapper/recon units 
gave credence to the theory that large scale military operations against targets within Binh long 
Province were :i=inent. In addition to the overt, covert signs such as an "unexplained" shift of 
locations ··o-r friendlv agent sightings of enemy uni ts !rem the west of QL 13 to the east of that • 
highway led to the belief that perhaps eneny activity on the west :,ide of the highway posed a dan­
ger to the· agents that they were unwilling to accept. Further unofficial and unexplained reports 
were received that residents of isolated hamlets within the province were deserting their ances­
toral homes for the relative security of the district and province capitol cities~ During the 15 

· to 30 March time ;fram~. Territorial Forces captured the Conmanding Officer of C-18, a sapper/recon 
company of 69th Artillery C=and, ·wtio stated that his mission was to conduct a detailed recon­
naissance of the Loe U:1.nh District, and to establish a land line communications system for use by 
units which his unit was to infiltrate into the district. AJmost simultaneouszy with the capture 
of the CO of C-18, ARVN units operating· in Tay Ninh Province captured documents assigning the 272d 
Regiment of the 9th VC Division the responsibility for conducting offensive military operations 
within the boundaries of Binh long Province. The document further stated that if the operation 
was unsuccessful, the 272d Regiment would be designated the '"'Bi nh long Regiment . ." This further 
reinforced the belief that a full scale operation in the Province by NVA . troops was in the final 
planning stages. 

(2) Finally, info:nnation was received from higher headauarters which confinned the loca­
tions of several regimental and division-sized units positioned ·in the ''Fishhook" area of Cambodia, 
which fonns a portion of the northwestern border of Binh long Province. 

(3) The above informatio~ supported the conclusion that gave the conmrunists _the capability 
of conduction regimental and 4iv~.sion-sized attacks against selected targets within Binh long Pro-
vince. -:. -.. 

(4) On 3 April, all doubts as to the intentions of the NVA forces positioned along the 
northwestern border of Binh long Province were dispelled. The 272d Regiment of the 9th VC Division 
opened the NVA offensive in the province with a mortar, rocket and sapper attack against the mili­
tary base at Quan Loi. On 4 April all defenders were extracted f'rom the base. . This enabled the 
NVA to establish a staging area from which attacks on the surrounding areas could be conducted. 

• . . It/ r· ,, '• 

(5) On 4 April, elements of two NVA divisions spearheaded by the E-6 and 174th Regiments 
with supporting armor attacked the District compound at Loe Ninh, after overrunning all fire bases 
and outposts between the border and the district capitol. • The battle for the district compound 
lasted until 7 April and was marked by human wave assaults, annored attacks, and heavy rocket and 
mortar bombardment. U.S. TAC AIR assets were pressed into action. •, on 4 April and continued through­
out the three days and nights of attacks. Considering the air assets available, the U.S. Air Force 
did a commendable job of providing the close air support required, and dealt~ telling blow to the 
NVA forces attacking the compound. Onzy at a cost of both men and material that by U.S. standards 
would be considered unacceptable was -the NVA abl e to achieve it~ "victory" at Loe Ninh. 

• I 1 . , . • L f..- . • 

(6) On 6 April, during the height or the battle !or Loe Ninh, elements o! the 7th NVA Div­
ision established themselves in what proved to be well fortified posit ions along QL-13 south of 
the city at about the 73 east-west grid line. The NVA successfulzy sealed the road, thus isolat­
ing the province capitol city of An Loe. See Anne:,:: F for details. 

(7) Upon being notified that the MSR (QIJ.3) had been blocked by communist forces, thP. 

l-J-1 



Province Chief directed two RF companies to proceed down the road and attpmpt to PliJninate those 
forces. Under cover of organic artillery and with U.S. advisory support, the task force set out. 
Up::>n reaching the strong point they came under heavy 13-40, small arms and indirect !ire . Artil­
lery was called in and an attempt ~,as made to maneuver one 01' the RF companies to the eastern 
flank of the enf'!ll!Y force. However, the maneuver conpany was irmnediately taken under intense fire, 
which precluded acy further movement. The U .s. TAC AIR was th,m callPd on the scenP. in ,in attPJnpt 
to disloog~ the enemy. This action met with little success and by late aftPrnoon the task force 
was recalled to An Loe to aid in the preparation of defensive positions. 

(8) The defensive positions included the construction of a defPnsive berm around thP. city, 
construction of RF/PF listening and observation posts (some of which were forw11rd of the 5th Div-­
isions~most advanced elements) shoring up of the· province 1s organic artillery and mortar posi­
tions, and the strategic emplacement 01' all available troops end weapons ,ilong the defensive per­
imeter. 

(9) On 6 April General Hung, CG of the 5th AHVN Division who was given thP responsibility 
!or the defense or An Loe, promptly ordered the r1>.mainder or his division to withdraw to the city 
and establish a "defensive posture. 11 along the west and nortrwPst portions of An Loe. He also. re­
called his r emaining artillery assets and positioned thP,11t in the middle of thP. city where thAy 
could not be used in t hP. defense of any portion of the perimeter. The "rapidly withdrawing" ele­
ments of the 5th Division were pursued by regimental size NVA Infantry and Artillecy units to the 
outsld.rts of An Loe. 

(10) The }!VA established themselves on key terrain features surrounding the city, and 
established effective firing positions for their organic and newly acquired artillery/mortar 
pieces. Thus, on 7 April the Seige 01' An Loe began. 

➔• ,. 

(11) Rocket and mortar rounds began fal4ng on the city at about 0700 hours. It appeared 
as if the commUDist ·gunners were establishing reference points from which to adjust their pieces. 
Toward the af'terr.oon hours the volume of incaning had increased substantially and appeared to ·be 
world.ng its way toward the military area (south portion) of the city, close to where the 5th Div-­
ision had emplaced its artillery. At this point the 5th Division C=anding Ge~eral ordered his 
artillery pieces moved fron their location on the soccer field at the s outh end of to.m to the 
north portion of to.111 in the city park immediately adjacent to one 01' the most ~eavily pop.ilated 
sections of the city. The artillery piecP.s WP.rP. not dug in or , saridl:-!!~~-?d , ~..s ·co=unist gunners 
shifted their guns to t he city park and the 5th Division's e:xposed artillery, civilian caeualties 
began to mount. At 1500 hours on the 7th, the decision was made to extract those members of the 
Province Advisory Team not considered vital to the continuing mission of the team or the defense 
of An Loe. At 1610 the extraction was effected utilizing a CH;;L.7 Chinook helicopter belongi ng 
to the 1st Air Cavalry Division. The CH-47 was escorted by a flight of two AH-lG Cobra Gunships. 
Immediately upon departure the Chinook began to take small arms and 51 caliber machine gun fire· 
from coomrunist positions at the northern tip of the Binh long airstrip. A U.S. advisor was woun­
ded in the action, and only an immediate response by the ~scort helicopters prevented the Chinook 
from being shot do.m ·with some 30 persons on board. The renaining members of the Province Advis­
ory Team r eturned to t he sector compound and 'IDC and began to provide the tactical and t echnical 
assistance required to support the _sector fcrces. On the night of the 7th t he reouirement for 
massive and continuous Tactical Air Support bec&'lle apparent. To this end re~uests !or tactical 
air support were made by the province _ team and psralleled~by the,,sector _staff to the· 5th Di vision. 
The first element ~f what was to be the massive air eff,ort required to defend the ci ty arr iv~d on 
stat~on later that evenfcg i n the form of ~UNOOG 26, a USAF For ward Air C6ntroller of the 21st • 
T!lctical Air Support Squadron based at Tan • Son Nhut Airbase; Saigon, RV?_l. _ __ . . , ,.. . ,1 . . . . ,: ··- • 

. . (12) . Si mul~ane.?u~ w:j,th the dforte_ to PX:eP,Br.e f or the defe~se of. t he city of ~n. _Loc , the 
_Di str i ct Capitol.City ·id' Loe Ni nh was overrun. Attempts to extract the remaini ng u s advi c·orc 
proved futile. - · • • ~ ~ 

.. (13) T_he period 7 through ·11 April was mar lcea·by"an i ncrease of incoming 'roc ket ," mortar, 
and ~:ti l l er y ~ire, reposi t ioning_ and . reinforcing __ th_e NVA uni ts imrrpunding the city , refu~ees 
entering the ci ty from remote haml ets, ~nd inc~sed though not yet continuous-ta cti cal air sup'os, r t. 
Durinj?; the late evening hour s of 11 Apr i l, Major Thomas A . Devi-dson, a member of the Province 
Advisory Team, who had been i n Loe-Ninh during ~the attacks there, arrived at a uni t belongi ng t o- t he 
3rd Range~ Group on the northwestern perimeter .~f An Loe. Davidson successfully evaded large NVA 
uni ts moving down QL 13 to~ards An Loe and reported a mass ive buildup of "NVA infantry and arti l l ery 
uni ts along the approache~ to the ci ty. • 
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(14) On 12 April, Hajor Davidson was extracted by l-fP.devac to Bien Hoa. Throughout the 
day, heavy and contirn1ous rocket/nortar and artillery .fire fell on thP. city. A ground probe on 
the west side of the perinet cr marked the start of the "ground war " in An Loe. 

(15) The early hours of 13 April marked the first confirmed report of tanks in the An 
Loe vicinity. _At approrimately 0730, nine !-TVA tanks (T-54) drove into town from t he north on QL 
13. 5th AP.VU Division soldiers abandoned their positions, allowing the tanks to drive unmolested 
into the interior of t he city. Although eauipped with light anti-tank weapons (LA;-f ) there was no 
report of the 5th ARV1T Division s oldiers having engaged the advancing armored vehicles. The ad­
vancing tanks 1·rere not escorted by NVA infa.'!try. Upon r eacr,ing the southern boundaries of the 
city, the tanks were taken under fire by that portion of tne Territorial Forces who were defend­
ing the sector compound, Two T-54 tanks were destroyed by the Territorial Forc~s, using a total 
of 10 I.A:fs. Several other tanks were destroyed by the 3rd Ranger Group. The rest of· the day was 
marked by coordin11ted NVA infantry and · artillery attacks on the perimeter of the city, and what 
amounted to probes by armored vehicles. The majority of the probing armored vehicles were des­
troyed by the defenders of t he city, using an inordinate amount of LA~·!s. Numerous B-52 stri kes 
were requested ·and delivered on NVA troop concentration surrounding the city. Rd'ugees r eported 
that the B-52 strikes had inflicted heavy casualties on the entrenched l!VA. Cluster Bomb Units 
(CBUs) were used for the first ti::ie in the area. Spectre and StingP.r gunships working ~t night 
began reporting large concentrations. of vehicles moving both toward and away from the city. By 
late afternoon the MVA had moved into the northern half of the city. 

. (16) On 14 April, after a coordinated and extremely accurate rocket bOmbardment of the 
city, the NVA conducted ground attacks on the northern, eastern, and southern sectors of the per­
imeter~ Reports of tank movem~nt and their destruction by tactical aircraft continued to be re­
ceived, In the late afternoon, elements of the 1st ARVN Airqorne Brigade were airlifted into an 
area approximate~· 3km southeast of An Loe. 

(17) On 15 April, an rlVA tank- attack on the northern part or town resulted in thP. des­
truction of several more tanks. Again, the tanks came in unsupported by NVA infantry. • B-52 
strikes, sk;r spots and tactical air support continued to be very effective. By 15 April, NVA ele­
ments were firmly entrenched w.i.thin 50 feet of 5th ARVN positions. The 5th Divi.sion took no of­
rensive action, but appeared to be content to accept the casualties inflicted on them hy the near­
by NVA. Attempts by the 5th A.°'tVU Division Senior Advisor to goad the division commander into ac­
tion met ld.th negative results. The Province Chief disretched hi~ Intelligence and P.eco~.r.a:i,s3snce 
Platoon and PRU in ci~-ilisn clothing to recon the south and southeastern environs of the perimeter 
to detennine specific locations of NVA troop concentration and mortar and artillery sites. 

(18) On 16 April, the NVA launched a massive attack against elements of the 1st Abn Ede 
on Hill 169. The 1st Abn Bde withdrew to An Loe and established positics to the south of town, 
east and west of QL 13. 

(19) During the heavy attacks of 13-16 April, U.S. tactical air support proved to be re­
sponsible for GVH retention of the southern portion of An Loe. Although often receiving devas­
tating ground to air fire, the tactical air support contirrued to be superb. See Annex C for sta­
tistics o! TAC AIR. 

(20) The period from 17 April through 5 May was characterized by continued ground attacks 
against the defensive perL~eter, the continued destruction of tanks by tactical air support and an 
improvement in air resupply methods, Incoming mortar, artillery and rocket fire ranged from 3,000 
to 8,300 rounds per day. By the end of April the territorial forces had begun to probe forward 
from An Loe. In the case o! the Sector units, the PRU and I&R platoons ranged as tar as 5 km ea~t 
and southeast of the perimet er, Sector· recon units met only negligible r esistance, but·were pro­
hibited, by the 5th ARVN Division CG, from establishing def ensive lines outside thP city, Sector 
units did, however, establish OPs and LPs approximately 1,000 meters east of the perimeter. The 
Province Chief re0 uested permission to have his Territorial Forces operate forward of the 5th 
Division segment of the perimeter. This request was flatly denied by Gener~l Hung. 

(21) From 6 Hay through 10 May, there was a notable shirting, reinforcem,mt, and resupply 
o! the larger !NA units eround An Loe, l!u:r..erous tanks were r eported moving south and west of the 
city. Incoming artillery, rocket and mortar fire increased t o approximately 5,000 rounds per day. 
CS gas was shot into the city on two occasions. PO\-ls indicated that units were being eauipped 
and resupplied for an attack that was to cane soon and was to last for three days. 

(22) A.t 0330 hours on ll May, the sector OPs reported large numbers of NVA moving toward 
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their positions. Using dele...ving tactics, they returned to the p.,rimPter 1"1hile tActical Air sup­
JX>rt was called. At daylight, the southwest 8!11 w.,ste,rn sid,.,s of th_P city WP.re hit hy armored 
vehicles (T-54s and P!'-76s) followed by NVA Infantry. Thr 0 e tanks WCT'P. dPstroyed by SPctor troops. 
In the 5th Division area, the ~rimeter immediately crumhlP.d upon arrival of INA Tanks. The NVA 
were virtually unopposed in capturing a t wo-block ar,.,a of th,., 5th Division p.,rimeter. The areA 
contained the province jail and was only 100 met,.,rs from the 5th Division's TOC. Large nU!!lbers 
of ?-IVA troops were obs,,rved :noving tow::.rd the city. A tactical eJT1ergency was declared and the re­
sponse included stacked up tactical air support and a reaction of t he most massive concentrAtion 
of B-52 strikes ever used in the Vietnam war. See Annex C for details. This massive force anni­
hilated or disrupted most of the HVA units surrounding the city, allowing the perimeter to remain 
unchanged, with the exception of the penetration into the 5th Division area and a one-block pene­
tration of the 3d Ranger Group area. ll !.fay markP.d the first confirmed use by NVA of heat-seeking 
missiles (SA-7s). The SA-7s inflicted heavy damage on tactical air that day, shooting down one 
AIE, one A-37, one 0-2, and one Cobra gunship. Numerous other SA-7s were fired which were evaded 
by the fighter aircraft. An I.cc was saved on 11 ?-lay by the timely response of tactical air sup­
port to the advance notice of the_J'lVA attack provided by the Sector OPs. • 

• l 

(23) From 12 through 22 Hay, light ground probes by the NVA continued, but the amount of 
incoming gradually subsided. A general pattern of NVA troops moving south was reported. The ac­
curacy of the NVA artillery was much improved, and the sector troops and civilians suffered rrumer­
ous casualties from the incoming artillery. B-52 strikes, sky spots and tactical air support con­
tinued to be outstanding. Many NVA mass graves were discovered by the PRU on their sweeping recon 
operations. 

(24) In the early morning hours of 23 ·May, a large NVA unit supported by tanks was pre­
paring to attack ARVH forces at Tan Kai Hamlet, who wPre attempting to relieve An I.cc by opening 
QL 13. A slcy spot hit the center of the NVA troops who were massing for the atteck, split the 
force and further separated the ar.nor frcm the accompanying infantry. Eight of thP. tanks headed 
back north on QL 13 and, at high speed, ran into the defensive positions o:f the 5th ~n; 1st Air­
borne Brigade. Three of the a:nnored vehicles WP.re immediately destroyed by the 5th Bn, two were 
destroyed by tactical fightP.rs using a new LASER guided bomb; and the remainder destroyed by Spec­
tre gunships. One of the armored vehicles destroyed by the 5th Bn contained 22 I/VA personnP.l. 
The vehicle was subsequently identifiP.d as a BTR-50PK ar,td thP. perscnn°l WP.re idP.ntified as the 
ccmrnand grcup of the ?.04th !NA A:nnored Cavalry RP.giment. 23 Mey was the date of the last confirmed 
use of tar.ks by the ~~'A around An I.cc. 

(25) On 23 ·!-fay information was receivP.d that Cpt George K. Wanat, Acting District Senior 
Advisor at I.cc ?!i.nh, had been captured by the ?NA on 6 lfay at Khanh Hung Hamlet. 

(26) After 23 Hay, grourid probes by the NVA dropped off gradually, and several reports 
were r ec'9ived col)cerning the witrirawal o:f units around An !De. 'The units which withdrew appar- -- ,. __ _ 
ently left behir~ a portion of the unit to prevent offensive action by GVN troops. While less intense 
volume, HVA artillery, mortar and artillery fire remained very accurate and continued to inflict - • 
numerous casualties on the Sector Troops. • • 

(27) In late l·!ay, Sector troops began to again operate :forward of the defensive perimeter. 
They occasionally had light contact with the UVA, but their primaI7 purpose was to locate AAA po!3-
itions and assess the effectiveness o:f B-52 strikes to the east and southeast of An I.cc. Sector 
troops confirnied approximately 2,000 MVA killed east and southeast of town. 

(28) From 6-14 June, approximately 13,000 civilian refugees le:ft An I.cc and walked south 
along QL 13 to Chon Thanh. From there they were trmsported to one of the refugee camps in Binh 
Duong. 

(29) From 14-25 June, NVA troops remain,.,d in scattered positions in An Loe District, and 
NVA artillery and mortar fire continued to be fired on the city . GV!l forces ~egan taking o~fen­
sive action and moving outward frcrn the An I.cc perimeter. Although there WllS sc11ttP.red res1.stanc P. 
by the NVA, the GVN forces moved virtually unopposed. Because of the pr:imAry mission o:f SP.curing 
the city, there was a limited rrumber o:f troops with which to conduct offensive action. 

(30) Fran 14-25 June, sufficient medical supplies and food was brought into the city to 
properly care :for both the military and civilian ·populace thet remained. 

b, Supply functions 
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(1) Resupply :functions during the most critical phasPS of the Binh long Campaign wer~ 
made by air drop. During the first phases of the campaign, resupply efforts werP. marked by a lack 
of coordination on time and place of drop end a complP.te lack of accuracy, The first sP.t of re­
supp:l_'T drops were made utilizing V1/A.F C-123 aircraft at hieh altitude and at bPst wP.rP. margin11lly 
successi'ul.. Attempts were then made utilizing V!'lAF C-123 's at low altitude utilizing dreg type 
drops. This action resulted in very little improvement over the preVious ~ethod and resulted in 
the destruction of one of the C-123's by enemy AAA fire. The USAF thPn t ook over utilizing C-130 
aircraft and l ow altitude drops. Only by sheer volume were these drops more succP.ssful then those 
of Vl-'.A.F. The drops resulted in two C-130 1 s being shot down. Those supplies lending within the 
friendly perimet er during the initial phases of the resupply effort ,-,ere utiliz~d by thosP. units 
who were closest to the point of impact. Virtually no control was e:,CP.rcised on the distribution 
of resupply items. As a result, the Province Chief directed his forces that all items recovered 
by them would be brought to the Sector CanpoWld and would be distrihuted according to need. The 
instructions were carried out - food, ammunition, and those items reouired by civilians, RF/PF, 
National Police and all other units attached to Sector was distributP.d. 

(2) In an effort to increase the accuracy of resupply drops and in turn increase the a­
mount of supplies getting in the USAF adopted a new method of delivery utilizing high velocity 
drops. This method was the best system utilized during the seige. However, a great deal of the 
parachutes failed to open and resulted in destroyed supplies and in some cases caused casualties. 
Regardless of the consequences, this type of resupply was by far the most successful method used 
and resulted in an abundance of supplies that grew ever larger as the perimeter expanded. 

(3) VNA.F helicopter resupply efforts can only be described as poorly ex-ecuted, untimely 
and patterned. Pilots refused to land the helicopters either to discharge cargo or pick up badl;y 
wounded ARVJ-l soldiers. In one instance whole blood was ld.cked off a helicopter that was flying 
at better than 30 knots and at 50 feet. The result was the loss of ·:.he entire shipnent of badly 
needed blood. The trickle of supplies that V!'lA.F Qrought in and the few ''wounded II they removed 
from An Loe during the seige did not justify their existence, a.~d surfaced many doubts as to the 
effectiveness of VUAF rotary lringed support in III Corps. As a result or the total lack of res­
ponse by V11AF Units supporting the Ground Canmanders, VN commanders on the scene constantly re­
quested U.S. rotary winged air assets to execute the missions that should have b~en flown by VNAF. 

(4) For more details on aerial resupply at An Lo~
1
see Annexes C and D. 

c. Canmunications 

(1) During the course of the siege ccmmunications available to the Province Team dwindled 
fran Land Une, Quarter Pole AM, Fl! Ctmnand and secure ccmnunications, to 2 PRC 25 1 s which the 
province Team and the Airborne Brigade used to maintain carrano with thP 5th Division (for alloca­
tions of air assets), the various airborne battalions manning the southern portion of the citt's 
perimeter, and to direct Tactical Air Strikes. Fran time to time a direct Land Une (vlD-1) was 
established betlreen the 5th Division and the Province Team on which sensitive infonn.ation was sane­
times passed. 

(2) Details on the III Corps CCJl1111'..mications is at Annex C. 

d. H:orale . 
(1) l!orale among all of the defenders of the city could be generall;y described as low, 

perhaps uith the · exception of F:F/PF units, and the 1st Airborne Brigade. Their morale, although 
by no Beans high, was maintained at a satisfactory level by holding "The spirit of the offensive. " 
The low morale of the 5th Division could possib~ be attribi.!ted to their lack of activity. All 
units of the 5th Division r e>:1aiMd on the perimeter ber.n during the entire seige. The division 
never mounted an offensive o~ration during the hostilities. 

(2) The fighting spirit of the 18th Division Task Force initially wa; low due to the cas­
ualties they suffered during their withdrawal from positions northwest of An Loe. · However: as the 
seiee continued the commander of the task force was able to transfonn. a totally demoralized fight­
ing force into one t hat was at least semi-responsive to t he tactical situation and the Province 
Chief's orders. See Annexes D and E for details on the 18th Division Task Force. 

(3) Ih addition to the NVA, one major" 1,nt·ernal fa.ctor led to the deterioration of morale 
.in general. • 
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a. PROB!.'::!: FI":Lp SArrITATimr 

(1) DISCUSSIOl!: Toward the end of April the NVA offensive had stBrted into its second 
month. In An Loe th'l constant barrare of artiller;i' !ire kept those persons in comrn&nd bunkers 
pretty much confined to them. Various type of field senitBtion facilities were built sbove ground 
only to be destroyed within hours. Persons living in underground bunkers naturally were r 'lluctant 
to get out of the bunkers simply for the purp~se of relieving themselves. Needless to say the 
sanitary conditions in the bunkers deteriorated rapidly. :Tith the deterioraticm of ssr.itary con­
ditions disease began to spread and several deaths attributable to cholera were diagnosed. Only 
quick action on the part of the Province Chief and medical personnel prevented a !ull scale epi­
detlc. 

(2) RECOHHEIIDATIO!J: In order to prevent a recurrence of the problems experienced in An 
Loe, it is recamnended that all improved bunkers be equipped with a chemical style latrine. 

b. P!lOBLEl-I : 1"/I!l3 SllTAl-:GL"ifr:rJ'S 

• DISCUSSIOH: One of the lessons learned in An Loe was the fact that the T-54 with its 
"Dead Tracks" is extremely vulnerable to wire entanglements such as concertina and other fonns ·of 
barbed wire. The design and hineing of the track pinches wire between the track shoes and is cer­
ried to the drive sprocket to become hopelessly entangled in the sprocket and transmission drive 
sha!ts. 

c. PROBLT!M: VNhF IDLICO~ SUPFDRT I !·!R III 

(1) DISCUSSION: 

(a) By and large VHAF helicopter su_pport for the forces at An Loe can only be des­
cribed as totalJy unsatisfactory. VJJAF Resupply/Medevac mssions were marked by extremely poor 
coordination with the ground commander, nervous door gur.ners "tic shot up friendly areas enroute 
to the "IZ" and a patterned method of operation which alerted the HVA gunni>rs approximately 15 
minutes in advance of a VNAF 'HS!:>3VAC" of "Supply" mission. The sdvance warning given to the NVA 
ll8S in the for.n of a flight of AIE I s who would bcmb an uea about 3n! South of frie!".d~ 15xes a­
bout 15 :ninutes ahead of the helicopters. A typical Vl!AF mission started with the AlE' s. The 
helicopters would then fly 1-'<H to the east of Qlr-13 I.ow LevP.1. Ir the aircra!t took fire on the 
way to An Loe the mission was usualJy aborted. If the helicopters made it to An Loe their arrival 
was announced by the door gunners on the hP.licopters serving as gun ships, who would consistently 
!ire their mini and machine guns :into friendly positions. The helicopter would then start to cir­
clean IZ just south of General T~i Compound (Sector Hos). As the helicopters stopped circling, 
all cargo and passengers were kicked off from 12 1 tQ 20 1 above the ground. The only persons 
evacuated were-those healthy enough to j\Dllp for a helicopter which had momentarily lost altitude. 
After about 30-45 seconds the aircraft would dP.part havine left' the seriously wounded and the sup­
plies (most of which had been dar.iaged by a rather rough delivery t echnique) on an IZ which then 
became the focal point of all communist gunners in the area. The casualties created by the shell­
ing of the IZ more than offset the very few "Casualties" evacuated by the helicopters. 

(b) The demonstrated inability of VNAF to support the ground commander brought to 
light the following glaring deficiencies in their operations: 

l There is virtually no coramunication or coordination between the ground and 
air cOllllll&l1ders. 

2. , VJIAF helicopter operations are "patterned 11 : IZ I s, routes in and out of an 
IZ, and !ire support, ar e seldom if ever changed. 

l VNAF statistics on supplies brought in and ''wounded II removed 11re grossly in-

IL VNAF helicopter operations are rendered ineffective by marginal weather -
e.g. low clouds, strong winds. 

(2) RECO!·m :IDATIO?: 
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(a) In order to remedy the communicatiom, 11nd operetional g11p betwPen A.ir Force and 
A:r,ey Col!lllanders, RVNAF helicopter assets should be integrated into ARVN for utilization by the 
Anny Canmander as is the case with · U.S. Army Helicopter Support. • 

(b) Additional training is reouired !or VNAF helicopter crews. Pilots should receive 
training and check rides in marginal weather. 

d. cc;,!l:{ENTS ON M-72 LIGHT AtlTI·TA,NK WEA.FON 

'lbe M-72 proved itself to be an effective clcse ranPe. anti•tank weap:,n. However. at long­
er ranges the accuracy of the I.AW coupled with its annor-defeating c-apabilities showed noticeable 
room !or improvement. As such the IAW's first round kill capability at least against a T-54 is 
virtual.J.y non-erlstent. The XM 202 by its sheer volume of !ire is a great improvement over the. 
sin_gl.e shot M-72, 

~ \ 
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TAB A (Official Log) to Appendix 1 (Binh Long Province Report) to Ann":,,: J (CO'IDS MR III), to After-­
Action Report, Binh Long Campaign. 

'I\J.P.sday, 4 Aprj.l 197, 

1. 0445 hrs Received 2 URS reports !ran III CORP TOC: 

a. URS indicates that there was a regiment size enemy force within 1200 meters of XU 637<YJ6 
as o! late morning, 3 April 1972. 

b. URS indicates there was an Unk size enemy force at XU 7762.03 during the late morning hours, 
3 Apr 72. 

2. 1523 hrs Received ~10rd !ran LN that 9th Regiment was having contact with suspected (above URS) 
unit. Arty be.ing fired at time o! report - 5 WIA. 

3. 1500 hrs 212nd & 257th RF Co. - XT 845803. ,w.1e searching an area directed to enter in 
reaction to a report of~large number of VC proselyting - no contact made, but CIA 06 rounds B-41 
& 500 kg o! rice. • ! • . : , . / •, 

4. 1740 hrs 293rd RF and 196 RF in support XU 752093. 293 RF made contact with l NVA Ca!!pany. 
Small arms fire exchanged - contact ·broken at 1900 hrs. VC withdrew to Northeast. 105 Arty fired 
in support. RESULTS: Hany blood trails were found l~ading away from contact aree - also 0?. rue!-'. 
sacks of documents CIA that indicatP.d that the enemy unit wa~ just arriving from Cambodia. 

5. 2000 hrs XU 7317. Many people on bicycles crossed QL 13 heading South. 

6. 2100 hrs 211 llF Co., XT 766 727, initiated ambush. • Small arms fire exchanged; VC fled - 105 
ILL fired in support. RESULTS: 03 VC KIA, 03 AK-47. CIA, 04 bags of rice CIA, 01 saw CIA, 01 
shovel CIA. • • -

t-rednesdev, 5 Auril..1922. 

1. 0125 hrs QL in contact with VC in wire. Request Gun & Flare ship support. Had VN put in the 
request to 5th Div - Forwarded request 920 - 30 VC sappers). 

2. 0215 hrs VN TOG reported that contact had been broken at OL since 0•50 hrs. RESULTS: 06 VC 
KIA, 1 B-40 and 2 AK-47 CIA. Friendly casualties: 2 KIA, 1 WIA. • 

. "· ·.. • ,, 

3. 0300 hrs Received info that Lai Iilie, Song Be_, Tay Ninh, 'Binh Tuy, Fhuoc Vinh all received 
enelll3' action at approximately the same time. 

4. 0300 hrs PF 15 ambushed Unk size enemy force (XU 744 076). Contact broken 0301 - direction 
of withdrawal Unk. 105 ILL fired in support. R:.SULTS: 01 VC KIA, 01 AK-47 CIA. 

5. 0330 hrs PF 29 set off ambush at XU 749076. RESULTS: 01 VC KIA, 01 AK-47 CIA. 

6. 0400 hrs Fhuoc long Advisors Report: VC incoming attacking Phuoc Long and National Police 
Compound - burned supply office. 

7. 0630 hrs ll! Report: PF 29 searching at XU 749076 - 01 VC KIA, 01 VC CH, 01 AK-47 CIA. 

8. 0635 hrs 3/25 RF Co. Cmdr Reports: Received 82mm mortars in thP.ir compound. 

9. 0640 hrs An Loe District - VC fired 04 rounds tl2mm mortar at 721-817 from Ni·T direction - No 
casualties. 

10. 0630 hrs RF 26 road security force ambushed by VC at 762665. RESULTS: 02 PF KIA and SOI 
lost. 

11. 0720 hrs 3/25 reported VC fired 06 rounds 82tmt at 0640 at coord 645672 from NE dir'lction -
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Wednesday, 5 April 1972 (Contirrued) 

No casualties, 

12. 0725 hrs 211 RF Commander found 1 VC KIA, 1 AK-47 CIA (location Unk), 

13, 0810 hrs An Loe District reported that 211 RF Company on road clearing operation made con­
tact with est:i!!lated VC Company at XT 764725, RESULTS: 01 RF KIA, 01 RF HIA - Neg enemy. 

14, 0845 hrs LN reported VC fired 02 rounds l22i1n rockets into 733105 from West. 

15, 0850 hrs An Loe reported 211 RF Co made contact with an Unk size enemy force at .XT 764725. 
RESULTS: 04 VC KIA, 04 AK-47 CIA, Negative friendly. 

16. 0855 hrs VN received a report from Llr Subsector as or 0800 hrs 5 Apr contacts throughout 
Loe Ninh had resulted in 40 VC ICTA, 03 AK' s CIA, Friendly 01 KIA, 05 WIA. 

17, 0900 hrs From 66 at IN: Almno dump on fire. 

18, 0830 hrs Delayed Report - 256 RF Co. made contact with VC Co, at XT 735953, RFSULTS: 01 
RF MIA, Negative enemy. 

19, 0912 hrs 66 Reports VC in wire and across air strip vicinity tail section or abandoned plane -
being engaged with small arms fire, Requested gun ship support, 

20, 0920 hrs QL personnel came in, requested.assistance to secure ammo !or QL defenders - they 
have ammo airborne but can't land at QL. CPI' Delvin contacted - made arrangements to get ammo 
through QL/ S-4 BL/ Sl-Z:DSL - ammo secured by 1030 ~rs. 

21, 0925 hrs From 02: Hrs. Rice and Mrs. Metcalf departed the area, 

22, 0929 hrs 66 Reports: 95 RR and possible tank across !ran Loe Ninh Compotm4 in rubber - 9th 
Regt being taY-en under fire by 75 RR. 

23, 0930 hrs 987 RF Co. in contact with VC at 642683. RESULTS: 04 WIA. (Friendly), 01 VC KIA. 

24. 0945 hrs Report received from I.oc Ninh thru VN chann,~ls (No US confi:nnation) 01 helicopter 
took tank under fire and destroyed it - (VC captured M 41 tank). 

25, 1000 hrs From 18th Div: 2/52 came in contact with VC sniper at 723996, contact wes in prog­
ress - 01 Friendly KIA, OJ Friendly WIA - Arty fired in support. 

26. 1015 hrs VC ambush at 736953, no results, called in by 18th ARVN. 

27, 1024 hrs From 66: Outpost overrun at XU 744065 - No additional info at this time. 

28. 1030 hrs Situation Report from I.oc Ninh: OJ KIA, 01 WIA at IN District HQ - casualties re­
sult of mortar attack, 

29. 1040 hrs From An Loe: Contacts in An Loe as !olldws: 

a. 255 & 214 RF Co. - VIC Hinh Due, 

b. PF 3 & PF 5 in contact - VIC Tan Loi. 

c. Heavy contact - VIC 855853 295th RF Co. 

d. PF 11. & PF 34 in contact - VIC Tan Phuoc, 

e. 251RF Co, in contact - VIC Van Hi.nh. 

r. FF 1 located along road northeast of Song Be in contact. 

g, Request Gun Ships and priority on a C&C Ship - Attempt to contact Danger 79 to relay this 
info - Info passed to QPL 2 - ·couldn't contact Danger 79, 

..... ~L--
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30. Delayed Report: 1035 hrs - talked with Danger 79 - he checked Cam Lai Bride., for us, in­
fonned us that was okay and no apparent activity in vicinity - stated he would be over Loe nnh .. 
and that VI! Head man (Assume CG, 5th Div) had situation under control. · 

31. 104.3 hrs Talked with CPT Davis at Lai Khe - ?Io chance on ship - going to parallel with VN in 
attenpt to get 2 or 3 guns and 1 C&C ship. . 

32. 1047 hrs From 73: At XU 747065 VC Using Anti-Aircraft weapons to engage TAC Air - FAC no­
tified. 

33. 1052 hrs An Loe City received 2 or 3 rounds 122 - Reported as follows: 

a. 01 at hospital XT 755~7 

b. 01 at air strip 

RESULTS: 01 civilian KIA, 01 civilian WIA - both at hospital rocket site. 

34. 1102 hrs Loe Ninh taking mortar rounds, fairly heavy - apparently attempting to hit ammo 
dump - airborne pilot says there is a fire also Fighter are on the way to put in stri.1<es. 

35. li32 hrs 73 Reports going underground position as thPy are receiving rounds in And around 
the Tea'll house. 

36. 1140 hrs SGT Ferguson returned from S-1. Contacted l Air, Request.-d a WC to serve as a C&C 
Ship for An Loe to control RF/PF units. 

37. 1147 hrs Fran 88: All RF/PF ur.its in An Loe cor.mrl.tted, none remaining in An Loe City - Lost 
contact with 295 RF Co. 

38. 1158 hrs Report fran VN TOC - Unknown force located vicinity HQ Air strip, also VC captured 
bus load of civilians vicinity 7888 - using bus for transportation. Notified FAC Chico 07 reques­
ted check out -

FAC said nothing at HQ air strip vicinity 7888 too thick tc observe - gcirg tc Loe Nini~ to 
put in aj.r strikes. 

39. 1208 hrs 02 contacted this station and given an up-date. 

40. 1210 hrs VN A1·.rcc has no conta"t with Loe Hinh Arty - VI-I TOC says everything okay, no more 
casualities - still can 1t contact 7': & 66 - Report from 34 airborne over LN situation stabilized -
no incaning. 

4l. 1225 hrs Checked with VN Arty - all firebases in Loe Ninh still surrounded. 

42. 1232 hrs Ozone Cornish 2/52 18th ARVN taking B-40 rounds at his location. 

43. 1240 hrs COL Hiller, 5th Div SA, arrived AL requested conference with 02 for update and e:x­
change of info. 

44. 1245 hrs 26 contacted 73 on VN net - situation tense - had to abandon above ground radio -
one below can 't contact us - says that there is a large VC force massing sout~ end of runway -
have someone aloft coordinating ships - VC in wire (I think) (c=o was very poor due to 6ther 
traffic on freq). Request ship to be on station over Lll for entire night. 

45. 1300 hrs C&C ship arrived. 

46. 1310 hrs From MAJ Foltz Lai Khe - at one time VC were in IJ,I District Compound - they were 
out of c<D.pound by 1230 - Loe Ninh still receiving heavy air support - no incoming. 

47. 1315 hrs CPT Gaynot r equested VN to put in early request for a flare ship and Spooky for 
Loe l!inh to be on station all night. 

48. 1320 hrs Passed request to HAJ Foltz for Spooky and flare ship to be on station at Loe Ninh 
all night - we are paralleling VN request which will be sent shortly. 
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49. 1340 hrs HAJ Foltz infonned us that Inferno 65 was enroute to our location - he is ,. Pink 
Tea.'ll and will be in support Dinh Long Province. Passed on to 02 Via Van Guard 6. 

50. 1425 hrs Put out net call on Arty - must fly East of QL 13 ... if fly west !ISL is 6000 feet. 

51. 1430 hrs 73 Contacted this station - still VC around place - air strikes going in - 73 re­
turning to underground position. 

52. 1432 hrs 99 returned to this station with instructions frc:m his higher HQ to remove equip­
ment from. this area and return to home base. 

53. 1439 34 called in from LN to infonn this station he had monitored traffic stating US person­
nel. at QL were being pulled out. QL is completely encircl.ed - Jol.ly Green Giant will arrive to 
pull everyone out. 

54. Delayed Entries: 1320 hrs VN requested flare ship and Spooky for LN for all night. 

55. Delayed Entry: 1350 hrs 3/18 RF Cmd Group contact with ITVA Company at 861848. RESULTS: 01 
NVA CIA, 03 magazines and 01. watch CIA.. 

56. Delayed Entry: 1.J20· hrs - Report frcm CT, XT 750685, Unidentified unit made contact with VC. 
RESULTS: 07 Friendly KIA, 03 i'IIA, 07 VC KIA, 02 anti-aircraft weapons captured. 

~. : Delayed Report: 212 RF Co. made contact 'With 01 VC Company - vicinity 766725. RESULTS: OJ 
KIA, 03 WIA. • 

58. 1420 hrs BG McGiffirt arrived this locatio:t! - requesting infonnation on personnel frcm QL 
and situation at QL - 1.9 took him to ·see personnel who were located in An Loe City. 

59. 1421 hrs 34 called in stated was over QL with CAV unit - TAC Air and gun ships engaging VC. 

60. 141.5 hrs 02 VC Co. digging in just off roaq between QL and Tan Loi - see above entry. 

61. 1425 hrs Binh long Arty call freq 39.70. 

62. 1415 hrs Report from AL - 01 N'~~ Company _ located at Ninh Due Hamlet and French house vicinity 
of Minh Due. 

63. 1454 hrs Message relayed from ·Frosty Citizen by Ranger 6 - Request 02 contact l-Iighty Snow 
Ball 53 and set up a meeting this afternoon to include their counterparte - Frosty Citizen 42 will 
attend. 

64. Del.ayed Entry: 1415 hrs 399 RF Co. in contact with unknown size rIVA force locatecl at XT 
720825. RESULTS: 03 RF KIA, 03 RF 1-llA. 

65. 1503 hrs 34 Contacted this station anticipate QL will be evacuated of all Americans in ap­
proximately 10 - 15 minutes. 

66. MG Hollingsworth and BG McGiff'irt departed the Hon Quan area. 

67. 1.517 hrs Frosty Citizen 42 called inbound for south pad. 33 departed to meet him. 1520/ 
1530 hrs COL Hebb in TOC for uP""ctate from Hr. Rice. 1530 hrs departed TOC. 

68. 1533 hrs SSG Cox notified the TOC that a1J. US members of the IG Team have departed this 
location. 

69. 1534 hrs TRAC calJ.ed by LL - Dust off for CT is ill. 

70. 1541 hrs MAJ Grahim frcm QL Sog came to TOC, informed us all personnel except 5th Div troop 
were departing Quan loi. 

71. 1543 hrs SSG Cox called 1.LT Beechler has departed the area. 

72. 1547 hrs 73 called in, things remain about the same - air still working out on troops sur­
rounding area - US bird d01-med AHIG (Cobra), 
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Wednesday, 5 April 1972 (Contirrued) 

73. 1600 hrs Report from MAJ r:eale: 100 VC inside Hinh Due - surrounded by 255 & 399 :'I.F Co. 

74, 1600 hrs !-!AJ Diem reauested we made armo resupply run to CT - Contacted CPT McCoy to see if 
he could take on the Hedevac chopper. 

75. 1615 hrs Lai Khe requestP.d contact 1 Rgnt and infoMn thCl!I ther e is a US M~"v11c enroute to 
them - accomplished. • 

76. 1622 hrs Dust off 11 has 8 patients fran Chon Thanh to Cong Hoa could not carry anmo to CT. 

77. 1705 hrs Last of Quan Loi departed. 

78. 1717 hrs D.ist ·off chopper with load of supplies for CT - took mortar at CT - took off with 
suppliP. s delivered supplies to Lai !{he. 

79. 1720 hrs 02 departed for CT in Ranger 6 bird. 

80. 1732 hrs From 5th Div: URS reports 272 R~t at XT 800930 late afternoon, 5 Apr 72. 

81. 1740 hrs 02 departed AL for IJJ. 

82. 1750 hrs COL Midgett called; cancelling visit of CG TRAC Friday. 

83, 1900 hrs Cornmo check with 73 at ll! thru V?r radio - status still same - large number NVA a­
round IJ1 - recent report indicat~d that 6 trucks werP spotted .crossing border believe they are 
resupply vehicles. 

84. 1901 hrs Checked with CPI' Davis, lei Khe, on status on Spooky. HP. infonned us thPy havP. a 
Spector ship - C-130 on station, will check call sign for us. FurthPr informed us QL(5th Div) and 
Fire Base 1 is calling for gun ships ann flare ship. 

85. Delayed Report: 1730 hrs VC shot 01 round 107 rocket at XT 762893 (air strip). 

86. SGT Ferguson called Lai Khe to get CH 47 ~th waterbag 2003 hrs. 

87. 2004 hrs SGT Ferguson cO!ll?llo check with Quarter Pole l; 5x5. 

88. 2010 hrs Comma check with HAJ I-reale; 5Y5. 

89. - Delayed Report: 1800 hrs Bridge blown at XT 640705, damage 100%. 

90. 2020 hrs Loe Ninh received incoming, 

91. Re0uested Zippo attack 75mm position at Loe r-:1.nh. A/F - Snowball informed this location Zippo 
was firing on 75mm position. 

92. 2030 hrs Message from DEPCORDS, TP..AC - indicating need for increased re11diness. 

93. SGT Ferguson confinned Spectre on station at Loe Ilinh - Danger 79 reauested. 

94, 2030 hrs At 2030 hrs illumination ship left Loe Ninh area . . Loe Ninh taking B-40 and small 
arms fire at this time. I . - •• 95. 2100 hrs NVA are broadcasting _·with a loudspeaker to the District Chief personally, asking 
hllll to give up. .._, 

96. 2134 hrs Spect~e on station with only 1 hour lu minutes on station because of distance, 

97. 2240 hrs Quarter Pole lR requested a US headcount broken/civilian & military. 
- · . i . • 

98. 2245 hrs Spect~e departed Loe Jl!inh. 

99. 2300 hrs (See item #83) Hit by TAC AIR and truck is reported burning. 
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Wednesday, 5 April 1972 (Continued) 

100. 2315 hrs Was notified that the lapses betw,ien Spectre's dt>putur~ and r 0 turn to station 
would be rectified if possible. 

101. 2330 hrs I.oc Ninh receiving incoming at s/s HO, 01 truck burning. 

102. 2350 hrs Spectre back on station, I.oc ranh still receiving sporatic mortar fire. 

Thursday. 6 April 1972 

103. 0006 hrs VN TOC reported Feople moving on the southeast side of An I.oc, will fire 81 II.L. 

104. 0020 hrs Binh Tuy had just received mortar attack, tried to raise Quarter Pole 1, Negative 
contact, I attempted to relay, negative contact with Quarter Pole 1 or Quarter Pole 2. 

105. 0330 hrs Received word from TRAC that there are 10 F-4 scheduled for Bi.nh Long . Province. 

106. 0125 hrs URS: Enemy, 5th Div forw8rd element passed within 1,000 of XT 723887. 5th NVA 
Div forward element late afternoon of 5 April. 

107. 0159 hrs URS: Reports MR 10 HQ at XT 985859 as of late afternoon 5 April_. 

108. 0345 hrs CG, 5th ARVN Div has started to attempt to reinforce I.oc Ninh. They are fighting 
their way in. 

109. 0400 hrs Suspect Forward Element 5th NVA Dfv weet of An I.oc. Only friendly element between 
An Loe and 5th VC Div are 214, 399 RF and FF Flt. 

llO. 0403 hrs COl!mlo check with Boxleaf Capone, 5x5. 

lll. 0415 hrs Snowball 53 relayed message that relief columns are moving toward Ioc Ninh sup-
ported by A/S effective 0400 hrs. . 

112. 042() hrs Relayed above info to Quarter Pole 12, Quarter Pole 12 relayed to Quarter Pole lC. 

113. 0425 hrs Contact with HS 73, advised him of 5th Div push into Loe Ninh. 

ll.4. 0530 hrs I.oc Ninh taking heavy B-40 fire from west at XU 727083. 

115. 0537 hrs Loe Ninh received 75RR & B-40 from west. 9th Rgt Advisors state situation growing 
critical and requested continuous air coverage. Passed info to Quarter Pole 12 and asked for as­
sistance in obtaining OK for Spect;-e 15 to refuel at Tan Son Nhut. 

116. 0545 hrs Boxleaf ~IR3 Capone informed this · station that additional TAC AIR and FACs on the 
way and that Spect~e 15 is returning to Loe Ninh, will be able to stay on station 1 more hour. 

• l l • 
117. 0613 hrs A-37 in support of Loe Ninh, took 51 Cal. hits during Air Strike. Fire coming 
fran NW of south end of runway, 1½ kilo. Aircraft now enroute Saigon. 

-118. 0642 hrs Request for 4 A/S paralleled by LTC Corley to Lai Khe. 

119. 0651 hrs Chico 11 on station. 

120. 0715 hrs Delay~d Entries: VN report that 0315 hrs 256 RF Co. located ~t Can Le, XT 735950, 
came under rocket attack - received 02 rounds 107mm. 

VN report that at 0335 hrs Chon Thanh Subsector was attacked by VC - received 02 rounds B-40 
fire. 

121. 0730 hrs Message frOl!l 62 just received - 02 rounds at coord. 759889 and 755886. 

122. 0755 hrs Quarter Pole 1 Air notified us Dean 843 arriving at this location 0800 hrs, will 
be our Work Chopper. 
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Thursday, 6 April 1972 ( Continued) 

123. 0802 hrs Dela.-ved F..ntries: 0745 hrs VN reports VC tired 02 rounds into air field at XT 
762892 - no casualties. Oounter battery fired into XT 705900 and XT 706895 . 

0700 hrs VC mortar attack, 20 rounds 82mm into 2ll CCl!tpound Tan Khai, XT 769757, counter 
mortar fire fired into XT 730750. 

1.24. 0803 hrs Infoxved 33 to meet Re.nger 6 bird per 02 1 s instructions. . 
125, 0826 hrs Contacted by lfighty Snowball for situation up-date - given - he stated nothing sig­
nific1&11t for their units at this time - requested status of US in I.oc Ninh. 

126. 0817 hrs - 0827 hrs 33 and Hr. Walkinshaw visited roe. Mr. Walld.nshaw given an up-date on 
cu?Tent situation. 

127. 0832 hrs Deain 843 cilled, said he is proceeding north to loc Ninh with 02 on VR - will mon­
itor our alternate push. 

128. 0834 hrs 02 called, stit.ted incoming round landed just south of hospital in populated arets -
observed from air by 02. 

129, 0835 hrs From 88: 01 round landed on soccer field. 

130, 0837 hrs From 02: Reports one of Civilian Canpound guards heard VC mortars !ire from due 
i-lest of Civilia,.n Canpound - approx grid 743889. 

131, 0843 hrs 1.24 & 130 confil:med by VN - report came frc:m Thunder 4, 

132. Delayed Entry: 0810 hrs - ~an I.oi took incoming rounds - counter mortar at XT 791915. 

133. 0846 hrs Fran 88: Reference 129, 130 and 131 (t1bove) ·status as follows - . 02 rounds 57 RR, 
1 serious, 1 slight - rounds la,.nded per sPot 129, none at soccer field. 

134, 0848 hrs Contacted by 02, has had contact with 73 - is currentl y teking incomi!!g at this 
time - .further Zippe Charlie has given permission to put hard bombs into loc finh city - 73 states 
not needed, situation not as critical as Zippe states and 73 ·has a company in city and police -
02 requested contact Snowball llnd get Zippe to cill off. 

135. 0850 hrs Contacted SP Robel'.'ts at W Khe, he states Zippe Charlie has message ( #134) and is 
re~uting strikes - attenpted to ~otify 02, no success. 

136. 0851 hrs 1 more round incoming - appeared to be in 'Vi~ ty of Snowball - this con!imed 
by SGT Vycius at 0900 hrs who WIIS on location. 

137, 0856 hrs 88 departing on mission. 

138. 0902 hrs 88 called, requests status on AIR for his mission - attempting to get read out 
fran Lid Khe. From 02 is on cill. • 

139. 0907 hrs Incoming into are111 between s-1 llnd A & L Co. - N':l end of soccer field. 

140. 0910 hrs • 02 call, '1-AUlts check on 73 lalld 66 status. 

141, 0912 hrs 88 called, units will be in position shortly. 

142. 0910 hrs Fran VN; An loc reports 01 VC round landed at XT 760893. 

143, Reference #129: A?l loc reports rounds fired fran XT 756877 or XT 760875 - results; 01 civ-­
ili.n Kfa, OJ civilians \"TIA.. 

144. 09l8 hrs V1l report situ1:1.tion 1:1.t I.cc Ninh improved, radices tied up can I t contact 73 or 66 
at this time. 

145. 0925 hrs Message fran 62 states he observed a VNmale age 30, observed ait #37 Duong Ngo 
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Thursd-:7, 6 ~pril 197'c. (Continued) 

l,JUyen (J..T 75.388..!) we1tc~ c1 -rlli.n ccmpound thru binocul..rs - requested 6~ p...ss to 02. 

146. 0928 hrs Citizen 42 inbound 04. 

147. 0929 hrs Sabre .37 inbound with radioes requested transportation at pad. 

ll,.8. 09.30 hrs 02 requested National Police and Quan Chanh be sent to intersection of road by 
high school and road to PRU - VN contact ~ • . They said they would go (0935 hrs). 

149. 0943 hrs 88 proceeding on mission - have knawn VC location to front - calling in Arty on 
VC position, 77,3734. 

150. . 0949 hrs Dean 843 departing Lai Khe - arriving this location 10 - 15 minutes. Notified 33. 

151. 0956 hrs ·Delayed Report: 0800 hrs VC shelled and took Phu Mieng Ham1et, 790913, 257 RF 
Platoon and PF 33 were assigned to that location. 

152. 0959 hrs Lamson taking incaning. 

153. 1000 hrs 02 request contact 88C and see if he knows anything about snall anns fire NW of 
An we. • 

154. 1001 hrs Dean 843 will set down at Snowball pad - notified 02. 

155. 1002 hrs 02 requested contact 73 or 66, have pilot make bomb assessments on village and 
hemlets so can plan for ref'ugees - also check on food and water supply; attempting to contact. 

156. 1006 hrs 88 called: He is at a halt observing enemy positions. 

157. 1010 hrs 62 arrived this location with 4 GVN leafiets attached. 

158. Delayed Entry: 1845, 5 April: XT 717753, 07 VC on side of road - QL 13 froril Lai Khe to An 
I.oc only cut by morter round . Ilo r oad bl ocks. 

159. Reference #15.3, 1010 hrs unable to contact SSC. 

160. 1013 hrs 02 called: Requested we infonn 02C that Ranger 6 and 6C enroute to 02 1s house. 

161_. 1015 hrs Vanguard 6 Requested Direction & H.a.x ord of Arty out of b I.oc .- passed 7500' 338°. 

162. 1024 hrs 88 called: His location is 767747. 

163. 1025 hrs 02 requested we contact TRAC G-4; have them get a water bllvet and 25 cases Mal:'s 
to I.oc Ninh District. 

164. 1029 hrs Passed message to G-4 TRAC via CPI' Davis, Lai Khe - awaiting his reply - will 
notify us what TRAC says. 

165. 1020 hrs 02 called 66 - water and food finished - VC still around compound - 02 info:nned 
66 that Sector had no plans to resupply district to our knowledge. 

166. 1041 hrs 33 inbound, requested vehicle. 

167. 1045 hrs ~11 ams fire, vicinity of Civilian ComJDUnd. Also 01 more . round incoming, vic­
inity of air strip (from SGT Ferguson). 

168. 1047 hrs Fran SGT Ferguson: Small anus ceased, only 1 burst of heavy cal. Slll4lll anns. 

169. 1050 hrs Delayed Entry: 0925 hrs 256 RF .t'latoon reported that at 0700 hrs VC shelled and 
attacked their ccmpound, ~T 722973. 

170. 1045 hrs From Thunder 4: VC shelled province with 01 round - round came from west. 

171. 1056 hrs No further status on rhu Mieng. 
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Thursday, 6 April 1972 (Contirrued) 

172. 1059 hrs From 88: RF Co. vicinity 767747 received mortars. 

173. 1059 hrs CPI' Davis lei Khe called had passed message (Reference #163 - 164) to G-4. vTt111t 
to check to be sure WMS for I.oc Ninh - TRAC not sure how going to get it in - nothing further. 

174. 1059 hrs Ranger 6 and 02 requested Arty clearance to I.oc Ninh (Stay East of QL 13 and there 
is nothing). 

175. 1100 hrs Fran 02: Contact Snowball and request Gun Ship and FAC on Stand By for 88 who is 
on operation moving south to clear road, presently using 105, re0uest Gun Ship and FAC tor final 
assault - estimate in 2¼ hrs. 

176. 1105 hrs Reference 175 (Mbove): Contacted W Khe, CPI' Davis st.id must go thru 5th ARVN 
Forward in An I.oc (?faJ Borsto!f). 

177. lll5 hrs Sent CPI' Faxon to 5th Div Forward to contact MAJ Borstoff, ref. #175. 

178. 1100 hrs RF 6 and 2.1.3 RF Platoon -de cont!lct with VC, XU 77~035. RESULTS: 07 VC KIA, 06 
AK and 01 M-79 and 01 B-40 CIA. VC withdrawing to East - no friendly casual.ties. 

179. ll20 hrs L.mson took 01 round of incoming. 

180. 1l:t7 hrs O:.! requested Arty clearl&?lce I.oc Ninh to An I.oc - okay so long as stay .west of QL 
13. 

181. 1138 hrs Fran 02: D..nger 79C due in to this location in few minutes. 

182. 1145 hrs Delayed Entry (Report): At lll5 hrs VC put 01 round into L..mson, XT 747873 - no 
CiiSUalties. See 9179. 

18'J. 114 7 hrs 6i returned from Snowball's 'IOC (MAJ Borstoff) - he said call on· Burgundy Diagr..m 
Freq - a.id couldn't provide on Stand By as I.oc Ninh has priority - if get in contact let him !mow. 

l.84. 1152 hrs From :;o: Multiple choppers landing at An I.oc air strip, received .utan.tic sm.11 
arms fire from NW end of airstrip, took off to· eng11ge target if c..n loc.te. 

185. 1213 hrs Contacted by 66 and 73 on VN net, his situation is not good - they have plenty of 
.dr support but w..nts to know csbout reinforcements - its going to take m .. n on ground to dig VC out 
and relieve them - request O:.! give him· status on the reinforcement pl.n - also most of equip:ient 
,.t loc Ninh has been destroyed to include his (73's) which went up in fl~es. ·He is going off VN 
pish and will be monitoring Zippe push when we need to contact him. Further 66 says he can't un­
derstand "my ther'e have been no Arc-Lights to slow or stop VC reinforcements. 

186. 1223 hrs Frcm 88: Will be firing 10 - 15 more rounds in support, then going in - no VC 
sighted on objective - present location is approx 767737. Also while at that loc.tion observed VC 
unit with 82mm put mortar rounds in RF unit in that vicinity. 

JE{. 1224 hrs Dean 843 was on pad, took off .f'ter it received 01 round incoming 50 meters south 
of chopper - only 01 round 1-nded .g.in. 

188. ~3 hrs 988 RF Co. - Platoon made contact with Unk size VC force vicinity XT 7568, while 
attenpting to clear road. ~ESULTS: 01 Friendly WIA. 

189. 1240 hrs Contacted CPT Ila.vis, L.d Khe, requested status on MCI ..nd lRlter for I.oc Ninh; no­
thing. Request that they Poss to TRAC G-4 th•t I.oc Ninh water tower is gone IUld they have no water. 

190. 1242 hrs Fran 88: 1st Elsnents of 88 at objt>ctive - no cont.ct onresistance, howe'fer have 
not cleared or consolidated the objective. 

191. 1250 hrs Chico 07 enroute to I.oc Ninh, spotted 88 column on road is going to check •re- out 
for him. 

192. 1309 hrs Donger 79 cont .. cted this shtion and sl&id he had been inf'onned by our 66 element 
th.at the RF were looting buildine - 79 demands we put~ stop to it .ncl. contact our counterptirts on 
it - notified 02 - 79 s..1d thot RF were not manning bunkers. 
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Thursd..y, 6 April 197'2. ( Continued) 

193. lJ.LU hrs Ol contacted Chico U?, requested Gun Ships at 7677JO - Chico 07 - VC on either 
side of ro11d - working with 0'2.C ..nd 88 on this. 

194. .LJ.L5 hrs Del..yed Entry: 12J5 hrs 251 RF Co. in contact with VC at XT ?93885. RESULTS: 
Friend~ 0~ KIA, 03 WI.A, 02 we11pons LL... 

1.95. 1320 hrs 0~ contact D..nger ?9 reference looting ( #19:.d ..nd informed him th.t O;&: .net ?JC 
would be in contact ..rid handle the situ.tion. 

196. 1J30 hrs Fran 88: They •re in contact, have taken 57 or 75 into his position - elements of 
VC to South and East of 88's position. 

197. 13~ hrs Received 01 round incoming in wire NE corner of Love (Tri) Compound. 

198. lj35 hrs Fran SGT &nith, TRRC, Dust Off 101 .Le.,ving Long Binh at this time for Chon Thanh -
contacted Civili..n Ccmpound told then to get a backseat lined up for possible use on dust off. 

199. 134:.! hrs From 88, coord 7657l2, request Chico U7 look at and put in strikes in a jOO meter 
r11dius of center of m.ss - Chico is trying to get fighters. 

200. 1J44 hrs Dust Off 101 trying to contact this station. 

201. 1J45 hrs 88 .nd Snuwb.U 67 discussing possible use of Youthful Attorney llght Fire Team 
arrives this location in 10 - 20 minutes. • 

202. 1353 hrs Passed to 02 from Youthful Attorney that he would have Inferno 65 come up on our 
push to talk with 88 and assist if possible on way north in approximately 30 minutes. • 

203. 1355 hrs 02 contacted 88, info:nned him of link up with 88 forces from 82 location - 66c is 
coordinating forces for link up. • 

204. D57 hrs 02 going south to Chon Thanh to handle Dust Off 101 - base station has not been 
able to contact Dust Off 101. 

205. 1405 hrs Fran 02: Dust Off complete 1404 hrs. 

206. 1405 hrs Fran 02: Pass to Danger 79 and Snowball 53 that APCs that are supposed to be in 
southern area are not there - notified SP Roberts at Lai Khe, he will pass to Snowball 53. 

'25J7. 1412 Delayed Entry: 1235 hrs 295 RF Co. in contact with VC et XT 860857. RESULTS: 01 
Friendly KIA - fighting is underway. Report came from 2LT Loung to VN TOC. 

208. 1415 hrs Contacted by Youthful Attorney, llght Fire Team will be in area iri 10 - 15 minutes -
notified 02 • . 

209. 1418 hrs 02 notified 88 that there are 02 75 RR on either side of highway by dirt road. 

210. 1419 hrs Inferno 26 contacted 02. 

211. 1420 hrs 02 rounds landed 100 meters outside wire to north of Love Compound per 33 (X:T 758-
893). 

212. 1425 hrs From CPI' Davis: APC have not left Lai Khe and will probably not leave until to­
morrow AH - notified 02 (Reference #206). 

213. 1425 hrs Gave 02 clear~nce that no Arty going south - (From An Loe ~J ICC). 

214. J.4Z1 hrs Love Ccmpound took 01 round 30 meters to north of S-2 Office (XT 758873). 

215. 1430 hrs Strikes in support of 88 started going in on west side of QL 13 - 1440 hrs moving 
now to hit east side of highway. 

216. 1450 hrs Contacted by Sundog 33 (02 FAC) will work for us - will stand by and work for 88, 
can call TAC AIR if necessary. 

A-l-J-10 
I 

'✓ • 



) 

Thursday, 6 April 1972 (Continued) 

217. 1451 hrs From 02: Contact Quarter Pole 1 Air and request extension on bird. 

218. 1455 hrs Called by SP Hoak - TFAD - CORDS TRAC Team wants to send a Tea'll up to inspect CORDS 
Compound - told Moak to tell them we can't handle them - SSG Cox infonned us they will not be com-
ing. • 

219. 1455 hrs No contact with Quarter Pole 1 Air - Hoak will try and contact to get a 02 hour 
extension on 1·lC. 

220. 1456 hrs Youthful Attorney contacted 02 - said was a big show underway at QL. 

221. 1500 hrs 88 notified this station that his elE111ents have re- established contact - are con­
tinuing to move south. 

22. 1503 hrs 02 leaving for IK to top orr. 

223. 1504 hrs 88 tald.ng fire from 75 RR. 

224. 1504 hrs SP4 Moak called 02 hour extension granted. 

225. 1505 hrs • 02 contacted Si.Uldog 33 and requested TAC AIR - coord. 76772SJ. 

226. 1525 hrs 88 told by Sundog 33 to pull Forward Element back sane so he can pit hard bombs in. 

227. 152SJ hrs Thunder 4 reports 01107 round landed at XT 762895 - came from West. RESULTS: 04 
WIA (Friendly - F.ang.er Troops). 

228. 1545 hrs Snowball informed 02 that Quan Loi and Loe Ninh District are being overrun and 
there are no air assets in area. 

229. 1530 hrs - 1550 hrs ~roall putting in CBU on VC positions at 88's location. 

230. 1550 hrs From VN: VC attacking Loe Ninh Subsector, 

231. 1600 hrs 02 enroute to 73 - passing over HQ airstr!J> took some small anns fire from NE on 
airstrip - 02C has unit going in to investigate, n:,t a RF/PF or 5th Div unit however. 

232, 1600 hrs 88 infonn.ed us he is moving out - TAC AIR finished off with strafing runs. 

233. 1600 hrs SP4 Hoak called: Air America wants to send ship in at 0900 - 0930 hrs on 7. Apr -
told Hoak to tell them we'll advise them in morning if is cle111;. 

234, 1617 hrs 02 update on 73: \·Tater tank has hole in it; food not critical; still need rein­
forcements; TAC situation about the same as yesterday. 

235. 161S hrs Gave 02 update on 88's situation. 88 now has his counterpart with him - is trying 
to move south again - has taken B-40 and sane small anns fire ·- attempting to mosre out. 

236. 1618 hrs VM notified us that have AA located at 765895 (north of HQ runway). 

237. 1620 hrs Sundog 26 came on push - offering assistance - r!=lferred him to 88. Sunl:log 33 still 
on station, Sundog 26 return to west. 

,, l 

238. 1625 hrs Delayed Entry: 1600 hrs estimated VC Co. sighted at following locations: 720830, 
724830, 728827. VN requested Arty on these positions. 

239. 1650 hrs Danger 79 called: Zippo says 66 and 73C want to join Zippo's location - request 
02 contact 02C, discuss and let kn<n,r what they decide. =" ,,.. . 
240. 1650 hrs Sundog 26 in contact i,d.th 88 - will supply 88 a 

0

Spectr; ship (Spooky) il needed, 
can PJ.t ord in ,-tlthin 60 meters of troops - 88C turned it down, can't use. 

241. 1658 hrs 02 contacted Danger 79 - 02 & 02C agree is • good idea - are chedd.ng out - 79 wants 
us to pass to .•.. 
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Thursday, 6 April 1972 (Continued) 

242.. 1705 hrs Danger 79 wants us to get answer to 73 and 66 element -ASAP. 

243. 1710 hrs Contacted 88 - he stated is moving north using Vl00 1s and 105 to cover move north. 

244. 1714 hrs Released Dean 843. 

245. 1720 hrs 02 contacted Danger 79 and infonnation that consolidation of S-2C and elements of 
Zippo was okay - leaving the timing up to 82C. 

246. 1725 hrs Per TSGT Scott (27) VU trying to get bird to take 2 serious:cy- wounded south - -;n 
standing by, waiting further info on chopper. 

247. 1730 hrs message fran Danger 79 - unit-!ran IN city moving up to Loe Ninh Compound with no 
difi'iculty, it will reinforce area - all other units will rsnain in present locations - per Danger 
79 - 02 is passing info to 02c . 

248. 1742 hrs Contacted 88: is still enroute to our location. 

249. Delayed Entries - 1800 hrs: 

a. 1645 hrs AL reports 9 82mm mortars fell into Hung Phat Hamlet at XT 860854. 

b. 1735 hrs I\L reports VC came into Loi An Hamlet, XT 798898. 

250. 1802 hrs Received incoming 107 rocket round in rubber across fran Tri Compound, XT 758872. 

251. 1803 hrs l-fessage fran Sl:'4 Hoak -

FridftV, 7 April 1972 

252. 1647 hrs All Team 47 personnel except 02, 88 and 36 evac:uated fro!!I Bin."fi long Province!!! 

253. 1910 hrs Gilled Boxleaf Capon, requested infonnation on arrival of Team 47 personnel enc­
uated by CH-47 at 1630 hours, end also st11tus of 4 civilians - evacWt.ted in• Camp Honitor Bird 
(162) at approximately 1400 hours. 

254. 19:.!0 hrs Boxleaf Capon inf'o:nned this station that all 4 civilians and 16 milit11ry personnel 
of Team 47 ·were successfully eV11.cU11ted out of province. 

r' - , 
255. 1935 hrs Dyna.'llite 6 to Sn°"roall 53 - instructions given· to FI\G to keep Spectre on station, 
also FAG on station over LN. One FAG checked in with Snowball 53. One FAG with Zippe Whiskey. 

256. :.!();(3 hrs Chopper will bring SOI code tanorrow at 1400 hours - message from Quarterpole l 
Air, S11,.'llba 02 informed l Air th11t ship must come up on our push prior to arrivll.l. 

257. ,!OJ~ hrs Snowball infonned Youthful Attorney 53 that Dustoff is coming in to pick up 6 l-TIA 
ot VIP pisd. l!anted someone on snowball push to monitor medevisc. Snowb .. ll 56 p..ssed mess1Age. 

~58. ",!J~ hrs Cancelled medic mentioned previous note. 

259. 2345 hrs Ben Cat, Lei Khe, An Loe, Song Be, Hae Long 01305. Flare ship (VN) -working cir­
cular route. As they pass over Sector they use Hae Long calling on spector 1:requency. Passed to 
Province Chief 2350 hrs. 

Saturda,v. 8 April 1972 

260. <XXJ9 hrs Three rounds of 82mm landed in vicinity of sector canpound! Firing psn. 719869. 
Unable to reach TRAC on "B 11 secure - called Lei Iilie and requested 5th Divil'lion CPI' Santor to pass. 
He canplied. 5th Division also info:nned this station that secure had been compranised and was to 
be used only in emergency! 
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Saturday, 8 April 1972 ( Contirrued) 

261. 0120 hrs Call from Snowball 56 reference CDS new3111en - did they get out? A.f'fi:nnative. 

262. 0140 hrs SnOl-roall 56 requested st tus on contact between Hae long and spector. Lai Khe 
looldng into the problen. 

263. 0150 hrs G-1, TRJ\.C requested number of American personnel remaining with Team 47 in An Loe. 
Answer passed through Snowball 56 in Lai Khe. 

264. 0245 hrs Called 5th Division in Lai Khe - requested info on situation in Phuoc long - neg­
ative in.f'omation- 5th Div hasn't had contact with Phuoc long for past hour. Also requested lfAJ 
Foltz to pass on to TRAC that we had negative green capability. 

265. 0310 hrs Monitored call fr= Sund.cg 33 to Snowball 67 reference mortar flashes due west of 
An I.oc. Neeative inccming reported. 

266. 0308 hrs Two inccming ro1.tnds landed in Icn Son Cor.ipound. 1Iegative casualties. Passed to 
lei Khe. Lai Kha passed to TP.AC (J.!A.J Foltz)! 

267. 0340 hrs Lam Son artillery Compound under attack. Coordinates XT 747873. 

268~ 0350 hrs 1'.:,tified Quarterpole ~Lam.Son receiving fire. Requested fl.are ship and gunships. 

269. 0400 hrs 56 and 67 are 55.90. Youthi'ul Attorney on 59.45. 

270. 0410 hrs American !lare ·ship came on station in VU. Said they had him on board. Tried to 
contact ••• 

271. 042() hrs Cleared fire for Coordinates XT 740870. 

712. 0425 hrs Cleared 7'2JJ'fr?0, 740870, 72JJ850, 740850 for fire. Received repor~ "No Gas" at con­
tact at 747873. 

273. 0430 hrs Tact Air on station to strike 740870. 

274. 0435 hrs Lai Khe said no U.S. on fiare ship. 

275, 0440 hrs Passed 7084, 7185., 7089, 7189 to Youthful Attorney 53. Area cleared this after­
noon. 

276. 0700 hrs FAG reports vehicles moving north on. Highway 13 north of Cam 1e·. 

277. 0943 hrs Dean 816 (Work Chopper shOlred up). 

278. 1·:e I re eoing to get batteries and water - OK. Intel passed to Phuoc long, E-6 and 17 4 loc 
Uinh - E-6 has broken away and moving south along the Saigon corridor. 165 is 8-10 Kilometers west 
of An I.oc. 272 rm of An loc. An loc is receiving incoming rockets and mortars and helicopters ere 
recievin,Z anti-aircraft fire as they come and go, Hinh Thanh Village in Chon Thanh District is un­
der fire. The fornrd' •~~s are known to have 75 and 57mm recoilless, 82Imn, B-40, and B-41 
rockets. For all intents a:r>.d purposes loc Il:inh has been conceded to the NVA. We believe that 
AFC 1s fo:rmerly belonging to 74th Rangers and Cav are new in the hands of the enemy moving towards 
Bo Dup. 745875 contact. 

279. 08':!S) hrs AC provide cover for Chinooks on 64.50 freq, 

280. 08':!S) hrs Passed message to Lai Khe to hold WC, and to come up on Admin ~let. Terminal push 
64.50 to Lai Khe. 

~dav, 9 April 1972 

281. 1220 hrs Reported two VNAF helicopters went down at erid XU 774745, passed to Rawhid'=! Crick­
ett 1221 hrs. 
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Sunday, 9 April 1972 (Continued) 

) 28,. 1225 hrs P .. ssed report of do.med choppers to CORDS Duty Officer. 

) 

283. 1235 hrs Co?Tected report only 1 slick down. Blue ~:tiX recon, shot out. 

284. 1255 hrs Troops on highW1Jy unarmed; outpost checking it. 76-.810 proved to be civilians. 

285. Where is Airborne Ede? 1·/here is TAC tlr? Passed question to III CO~Ps - 2 companies in 
heavy contact of the Rc!e - location unknown - Enphasized that we have the targets but not suffi­
cient TAC dr to eng~e .. i>)oem - emphasized the r equest for TAC -and FAC. 5 Bn. North 5 West - 5 
split between Et.st ii!la South - Estimate by 5th Div. 

286. 1340 hrs Trying to get heavy fire support - Dynamite 6. 

287. 1355 hrs Based to III Corps Duty Officer - weather closine. 

288. 1400 hrs Cleared box 7085-70f!f1/7487-7485 for open fire for Spectre, center grid 72886J, 
750857 friendly outpost. 

289. 1415 hrs 707869, 708869, 709769, 711er,O, 70968709, 70968706 - first set of grids c811\e from 
Dynamite 6, G-3. ' 

290. 1435 hrs Friendly - Hit 1 grid north of railroad tracks, 762930. 

291. 1440 hrs 750911 to west 3 or 4 clicks~ free fire ~rea. Canet. 

Monday, 10 April 1972 

292. 1300 hrs RF Co. reported AA at 794882, Div. notified OK to fire on it. 

293. 1310 hrs Div. · (adv) want to know if there will be a mail bird today - advised them ••• 

:;s4. 1315 hrs Spot from FAG - bridge (reference #292.) looks destroyed. Structure stMIJding but 
no main part. RR bridge standing with sane rail ties intact. Looks likes :f'ord site where river 
eplits at R.'q bridge. There are 2 trucks in compound to south of CBl!l le. Many trucks north of .Cam 1e-

,..possible target :for Spectre _aircraft tonight (ie; ~Q"1 ~ite),._:-,.. '. , . ' c cu;..(..~, _-/ /J ~- ./ / / ( :_, ( -; 

:85. 1325 hrs D1mger 79 (Hollingsworth) coming to see Tunnel 10 (Hiller) lit 1305 hours. Corley 
and Nhut will meet a.lso. 

296. Gilled Ltd Khe - no mail bird for Miller (reference {/,t.9J above). 

297. TAt; Air put on 212 Co. - Div. was notified of 212 location (reconfirmed again by me). Ap­
parently VN at Div, did not tell advisors(?) - results '4!0 KIA/HIA (mixed). Corrected update 10 
WIA, 3 KIA. 

298. 1405 hrs Tomahawk 6 (Col Casey) seriously wounded, medevac being called into Ltd Khe. 

m. 1455 hrs Minh Thanh under mortar and rocket attack (643669). 

JOO. 1500 hrs CPI' Ingrt1111 Lid Khe called with message to be passed to Col Miller. 

JOl. 1500 hrs Received report Minh Thanh under mortar, rocket and ground att!'ck. 

302. 1500 hrs XU 741081 reported to have an enemy Reg 1t. GP within 900 m. 

303. Reference #300 - CPI' Ingram Lai !<he sent following messHge for Col Miller. 
, 

a. ~rborne has linked up South of Chon Th~nh. 1 more kilometer of road to clear. 

b. 21st Div. moving north to Chon ThHnh . 

c. VN CH-47 bringing in anvno to An !De. 
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Monday, 10 April 197~ (Continued) 

304. Possed coordinate 643669 (reference #JOl) to Tunnel concerning t he Minh Thanh outpost under 
11ttack. 

305. 1530 hrs Tunnel w8Ilts to !mow where FAL: ..nd T11.C Air is? Lai Khe is tryine t o get through 
to T!lA.G for answer. 

l . _, 

306. 1605 hrs Striking X'l' 721981 (Spec~e). 

307. 1700 hrs H,..J l,eale call from III Corps. T.lked with Gen 1-fcGiffirt reference "spirit of 
offensive." He agreed 5th ~t push out, Also the 2 headquarters should be collocated for coor-
dinates. • - 1 • 

308. 101500 Apr 72 - Hatter of Record: on 101500 Apr 

a. Div. was requested to put air into Hinh Thanh area. 

b. ?.equest was denied because of the stated position ''this is NOT in OJ.lr area.,, 

c. Col Hiller says everything below 00 line belong to higher. He was advised yesterd,iy (9t h) 
that this command (5th Div) had only this snail area around An I.oc and everything below the 80 line 
belonged to higher. This message supposed~ came from "someone back there." 

d. LTC Corley called Bien Hoa. They had no lmowledge of the above. 

309. 1730 hrs 1st chopper with emergency medical supplies arrived. Second bi::--: due soon. 
,-. '_,/ 

310. 1835 hrs VN request Spect~~ - SPT for ?l.inh Thanh. Minh Thanh will not have arty spt tonight. 

31l. 1940. hrs Lai Khe called to see if we had any new Sky spot targets~ Also we will have Sting­
er, Spect_re and FAC spt tonight. 

312. 1945 hrs Called Div. reference #3ll. Nill get answer ASAP also answer on item #310./-­
(1.) Sky Spot to fire the 20 targets already sul:mitted 1.md any of the old ones not yet fire1. (2) 
Spectr'e ce,."lilot work tonight (effective~) if we11ther doesn't improve, however if he can work and 
An ·loc doesn't have him tied up he can spt Hinh Thanh (VN roe advised). 

~ - . ;-· 

, ,/ 313. 2015 hrs • Sector B-52 strikes called into Div. 
, · 

•. 648688, 660673, 668669 ; 658690. 

b. 615675, 622670, 633699, 642692. 

c. 6890, 6897, 6990, 6987. 

d. 7087, 7086, 7387, 7386. 

e. 7795, 7792, 7895, 7892. 

r. 720910, 730905, 710884, 720880. End of Day. 

Tuesdev, ll e,pril 1972 

314. 0700 hrs Div, · advised FAC that .a report from towns people at YT 79189$. People of that 
village being pushed west towards An I.oc with VG following behind and partially mixed in. 

'\ 1 

315. 0715 hrs Received request to use ~~ectre. primary to adjust FAC aircraft. Receiving attack 
from west - 3 kilometers out, E-3 kilometer out, s-1.5 kilomet er out. Gave permission. Additional 
FACs on way, specter aircraft on st ation. 

316. 0735 hrs Col Thanh advised large enany force 739881. Relayed to 74A./Div. going to see 
primary to adj FAC s. Advised 74A we would use alternate if we needed him. 

317. 0825 hrs Col llhut feels main force may be trying t o withdraw. People say VG withdrew last 
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Tuesday, 11 April 1972 (Continued) 

317. Continued - night hut guerrillas. Rocket Site 720905 calling in air. 

318, 0830 hrs Col Thanh requested air for Minh Thanh which is under ground end rocket attack. 
(Delayed entry; should have been 0820 hrs) 

319. 0830 hrs Received rocket fire fran 7'2J)905'. Tunnel 74A says it will take 15 minutes to get 
TAC Am . 

320. 0850 hrs Passed blocks for TAC AIR a. 708916, 705913, 725905, 722899 b. 6992, 7193, 7192, 
6990, 

321. 0855 hrs Col Thanh - 747857 mortar site (82) relayed info. - Passed to Div. 0905 hours. 

322. 0925 hrs XT 780905 82nm possible location. Paissed to Div. 0927 hrs, 

323. 0940 hrs 2-57rr in woods XT 764821 passed to Div 0943 hours. 

324. 0952 hrs Requested TAC Am spt 500 meters around Minh Thanh post (634668) with exception of 
village on S':T corner. Passed to Div. 1000 hours, Div. getting FAC to coordinates. 

325. 1005 hrs Received rocket fire. 

326. 1007 hrs Soc Be - UAJ Thinh reported alo.ne that location. 

327, 1025 hrs }l:AJ Thinh recovered. 

328. 1030 hrs Davidson 111st seen at Xom Bung - 75o6ro. 

329. 1030 hrs Wl!Ilat last seen at XT 730036. 

330. 1035 hrs H!lny VC - 744967, passed. 

331. 1040 hrs Villsger of Ilinh T.y, 738882, report tanks moving East t~rd An I.or,, 

332. 1040 hrs •• AA site 793883 (passed). 

b. Rocket 6993 - 719~, 6992 - 7193. 

c. Rocket 708916 - 725905, 722899 - 705913. 

d. Rockets 746852, 

333. 1100 hrs Mortar position 6992 - 6990 passed, 7192 - 7190. 

334. 1240 hrs MAJ Thinh debriefed and debrief passed to LTC Midgett. 

335. 1255 hrs Request CBU 55 on coordinates 650650, 669650, 650670, 6W670 also 650670, 657680, 
635680, 640690 (passed to Div.). 

336. 1200 hrs Reouested CBO 55 at coordinates 647670, 643675, 785889 (mortar position and pt tar­
gets), passed to Div. 
337. 1220 hrs 766823 - position of 57Jran. 

338, 1347 hrs Hortar positions - 690920, 7lrR20, 71(:ROO, 690900. Pas~ed to 5th Div, Pink teem 
disPtttched iMmediately. 

339. 1350 hrs Hortars (rocket launcher sites) reported - 70597-1, 711924, 696933, 695934, 710925. 
Passed to Div. 

340, 1430 hrs Reported mortar, rocket and 105 firing into An I.cc Sector Compound, XT 822907 
(passed to !)iv.). • 

341. W~O hrs AA fire from 780890 (passed). 
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Tuesdt1,.v, ll April 1972 (Continued) 

342, 1450 hrs XT 770870 still has pop11lation there, Callf!d into Div,· 

343, 1455 hrs Request Arc Light ASAP at 690925, 708942, 7'?.0900, 636916, called into to cc~ns. 
Set AF - l.f .TY. i~"1 , 11\0 1 !DX, SBH ~!AT, SCl! NVR. 

344, 1525 hrs Called Bi-en Hoa - request all Spectre aircraf't !!!l.!..:it have infrared capability when 
sent up - if not send thsn w/o it - but send them!! 

345, 1540 hrs Enemy mortar position 730753 - relayed to Div. 

346, 1607 hrs Anned vehicle at 691955 (Comet 65 just reported) Div. is awvre or it - also noti-· 
fied !lyna.nte. 

1· . .., 

347, Specti-e reuuests B-52s follOl•tlng areas - 637647, 64M43, 649667, 655663, 65.662, 658665, 
641683, 648687 . Out of 105 smno, need ASAJ:'. P11ssed to Div. · 

348, 1655 hrs Gilled into lai Khe coordinlltes of Col Miller (Tunnel 10). 7547/8787 .:, MICR/SlITR. 

349, 1657 hrs Received 2 rounds 82mm. 

350, 1745 hrs Evacuated lIA.J Thinh on Huey //533. Pilot briefed on his importance, Received heavy 
.51 ctsl. fire III'ld rockets on rz. 
351, 1805 hrs Eneny hcwitzer positioned 11t 699997, 

352. 2010 hrs Hlide radio ccmmo with lfaJ Davidson. Escaped and Evaded into 31st Regt. area An 
loc ( I!:1 corner). 

353, 2020 hrs Advised CPT Hensley. Told him of recovery of Davidson lllld told him to pass the 
word to TRAC, 

354, 2035 hrs Received cill fran Bonito 11sld.ng if 11ll 1-11:1s quiet here. Gave him a ''yes." 

355, 2125 hrs Finished long talk with I!AJ Ne11le - news is encouraging, 

356, 2237 hrs Spectre 21 itrrived on st11tion ·with Rash l3, 

1'Tednesdn3:. 12 April 1972 

357, 00~5 hrs Spectre 21 went off station had almost expended ·•nd sky spot WIIS due in 11re11. 

358, 0040 hrs P.ash 14 cll,llle on post. Weather ceiling 3500 1 doesn't look real good. 

359, 0400 hrs ARC Ligtit into area West of An loc (center of mass 72P920) FAC reported secondary 
explosions. 

360. 0100 hrs Received cill fran Hensley no stinger until 0230 hours. 
thtst moved up. 

Requested he try III'ld get 

361. OJ.JO hrs FAC reported vehicle moving WM·T out of quan Ioi e1rea with lights Qli. Couldn't 
shoot arty becllluse it I s too dfU'k for FAC to give • grid, HJ Spectre t1.Vailable. Div. calling to 
higher to find out why ire h11ve no Sp~ctor during hours of d11rkness. . 

J6:l, 0145 hrs Sn.all contact on west perimeter. No dettoils yet. 

36J. 0155 hrs Spectie 05 in-bound. 

364. 0,!00 hrs ARC Light to ?brth and East ( center of mass 732912). 

365, 0200 hrs Specter 05 out. Need illumination on Western perimeter in contact area. 

366. 0210 hrs Specter 05 on station, 
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Hednesday, 12 April 1972 (Continued) 

367. 0215 hrs qu.1.1 action (reference i1362) involved springing of 05 mech. ambushes. 

368. 0245 hrs Whiz '\·,'heel posted - Day 12. 

369. 0400 hrs Checked ,dth COL tlhut. He feels it will be at l east 0900 before Davidson will be 
at this loc•tion, therefore sent follOl-t.i.ng message to Hensley at Bien Hoa: 

a. Request medevac· chopper for MAJ Davidson 0/A 0900 hours. 

b. Recanmend chopper include; stretcher, tie doi,m straps, Dr./medic, and msnber of TeA!ll 47 . 
It is felt t hat the sight of a fwliar face during evac will be in the best interest of the ~vadee. 

c. Hill contact Bien Hoa in AI ! for recommended specific ETA of evac chopper. There is Il!2. 
point in a first light arrival as all t he incoming chopper setting on t he soccer field is attract­
ing indirect fire es happened today during insertion of re-enforcanents. 

370. 0410 hrs Rash 14 leaving station. Rash 05 caning on. 

371. 0515 hrs Specter 74 arrived on station. Arrived with no flares. 

Yl2. 0515 hrs Rash 05 detected trucks on Uorth side of Rt'1 bridge and other troop movsnents to 
east of that bridge. (l~be truck supplies dmm and hand carry supplies rest of. way~ connnent.) 

373. 0630 hrs Talked with Hensley - ARVN assetting into Binh long today medevac chopper to fol­
low along. Recanmend they follo,1 what I already coordinated with COL ?!hut. 

374, 0635 hrs Advisor to 3rd Rgr Group ca.1.led LL. SUBgested a pick up vicinity XT 763895 (in­
tersec of trail and J-ligm·ray 13) around 0800 hrs. r.nd Line phone !,l unknown ••• ask for 3rd Rgr Grp 
Lien Duan Quan-Ba, (Corley-"too damn many people already getting involved. " ) 

375. 0640 hrs A..."lC' Li:ght hit to west of An I.De. 

376. 0645 hrs Corley talked to Hensley . Delvin ( 26) Hill cO!!le up on cur push . ST.A medevac is 
0900 hours. 

377. 0645 hrs Contacts at ;{T 735886 and XT 7401'!30. Tunnel 10 has called for TAC Am and alerted 
gunships. Honi to red his transnission - he said ~ s say "many VC 11

• 

378. 0920 hrs XT 784910 - 75rr position putting fire on AF and an observation post - passed to 
Div. - Incoming Saran - Div put TAC Am on it. 

379. 0923 hrs ARC Light at XT 7592, 

380, 0932 hrs Tail f,j392. Chopper taking Blair and Dovidson to Bien Hoa from Lai Khe. 

381.· 0945 hrs 107 round hit at 753875. l KIA IIIIxl 3 WIA. Passed info to Div. - we wi.1.1 obaerve 
and if we learn where it is coming from we will paas that iilso. 

382. 1100 hrs Civilians reported that between 730820 and 740850 200 dead NVA were observed. 
,._ 

383. General Comm;nts - positioning of 7th Regt in City Perk 'ttaS ill advised - endangered civil­
ians plus it put arty in a position where it could not fir e supporting fir es nor put down final 
protective barrage of all sides of An I.oc - COL :Nhut to cover this, put his 105s on the North and 
South of An I.oc t o fill in t he gap. The Province Chief also constantly pushes! his troops outward 
to locat e t he enenzy- - aft er this proved infeasible, he had his intel platoon and PRU get into civ­
ilian clothes and move about in 360° in an effort to positively identify enemy locations. His 
units provided excellent info on rocket and mortar positions which enabled TAC Air to destroy them. 

384. ll18 hrs Call from LTC l\bramowitz. Air :Lifts are going in - being run by Bien Hoa or Sai­
gon - doesn't lmO\·T exactly \•mo yet but t hey are ,-rorking on it. Chinook are working for ABN now 
but 'I-rill be wor ld.ng for An I.De this afternoon - trying t o keep supplies coming - ~.bn had a con­
tact t his mor ning at 67 line - Passed to COL :ti.lier at 1130 h0urs. 

385. 1122 hrs Hr. Rice called. Rice, dried fish and milk are ell re&dy to come just as soon as 
we pass t he word. l!otified him to plan for an estimated 20,000. 
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Wednesday, 12 /\pril 1972 (Contirrued) 

386. CCL ~Thut's intell - 7778'36, 1 plt VC; 797g35, 1 Co. VC. Passed to Div. at 11.32 hours. 

3Z?. 11.38 hrs 8.2mm incoming. 

388, 1140 hrs 11...ric light at XT 8090. 

389, 11.57 hrs 7393, 7396, 7893, 7896 - possible 105 howitzer site, passed to Div. 

390. 11.58 hrs 82"'m incoming. Notified Div. 

391. 12:.!3 hrs B-52 strike in block 3. Div, CG .nd COL Nhut agree! COL Nhut .1:!Uin. initiated. 
770930, 782935, 784900, 797904. 

392. 1231 hrs Incoming S-4.Im approximately 6 rounds. 

393. 7758'35, 790835, many VC digging in., observed by RF. Passed to Div. at 1238 hours. 

394. 795830 - VG moved to this location after &ir strike on 393 11bove. Notified Div. 

395. VC at xT 790836 withdrew to XT 803842. Passed to Div. 11t 1308 hrs. 

396. 1313 hrs At XT 7958'30 many VG with crew served weapons - passed immediately to Div. 

397. On 1450 hrs, 5th ABN Bn. captured one row at XT 763685. Unit: B41 Co, 7th Division, riank: 
soldier. B41 Co, 7th Div. is antitank unit. Crew mission of 7th Div is attack the reinforcE!llents 
from Chon Thanh to Tau-o. 209 Regiment., 7th Division fran XT 761670 to 760622. 165 Regiment, 7th 
Division frcm XT 76269l to 761708. It's Headqu!U"ters, Information, Recon of 7th Division at XT 
760691. 141 Regiment, 7th Di.vision fran XT 761710 to 76£145. Each Infeintry Regiment must set up 
one antitank company. Hoveci frcm Cambodia (unknown coordinates) on 30 Huch, re11ched Chon Thanh 
on· 5 11.pril with 20 days of ration. 

398. 1349 hrs At XT 793830, many VG taking a break, passed to Div. at 1355 hours. 

399. 1353 hrs At XT 780903, PF saw 2 vehicles with troops. Div. knows ~lreedy! ! 

400. 1515 hrs Colonel Belknap, 'l'R/\G G-2 and M .. jor Blair left the aree s.Jely. 

401. 739879 .rter J.r strikes 01 ..mmo dump w .. s hit with explosions -for ~~out 10 minutes. 

402. 7'.$0880 mobile mortar truck on the road, 

40J. There were Oi big guns with camoflage at XT 757916. P.;ssed to Div. 

404. Discussed eeneral situation with COL Miller and utilizt1tion of CPT Htill and CPT G.ynor - OK'd 
by Hiller and he understands. 

405. 1634 hrs 82mm incoming. 

406. 1802 hrs 82mm inccaing. 

407. 1807 hrs_ Heavy Arty warning (Iten _#391). 

408. 1808 hrs 82Jnrn incoming 02 Rounds, passed to 5th Division. 

409. 19ll hrs 8;.:mm incoming at Cashews loct1tion, -03 rounds . 

410. ',,!.007 hrs .! rounds incoming - 82nm. 

411, 2345 hrs 1 round inccming - 82Jnrn - it sounded like it wt1s traveling E,.st to West - advised 
Division. 

412. 2J50 hrs 211th RF Company reports forward edge of ..irborne &:le is located approximately at 
XT 765920. 

413. Gener.I report subnitted .t .. pp~tely 1915 hrs. 60 rounds. VC digging definite posi-

A-l-J-19 
I 

\ 
,,,. \ \ 

, \ \ 
I \ 



Wednesd11Y, lG April 197'2. (Continued) 

413. Continued - tions, 835-E~·T. 

Thursdev, 13 Am:il 197? 

411.. 0059 hrs 82Jmn impacted - Division notified. 

415. 0430 hrs Trucks moving vicinity 79~ reported to Di.vision by Cashew. 

416. 0431 hrs Tanks reported moving South on QL 13. ReportP.C! by c~shew - Spectre 10 sent to 
check it out. 

U7. 0350 hrs DeU!.yed report - Spectre destroyed 04 trucks vicinity XU 68:.>3. 

US. 0449 hrs 79~~85 tanks reported to Division by Cashew - Spectre· found and engagi~ 02 tan.1<s. 

U9. 0510 hrs Vehicles reported moving vicinity 804860, 800862 to the .Horth~ 

420. 0517 hrs 788895 05 tanks reported by S-D 23 to Cashew - Cashew reported to Division. Spec­
tre is engaging. 

0521 hrs Ammo going off - hit by Arty at. 42].. 

422. 

423. 

424. 

425. 

0523 hrs Spectre stopped 05 tanks, 01 more spotted and engaged. 

0530 hrs New coordinates for tanks, 786896. 
FC. 

0542 hrs 01 tank of 6 knocked out b1 Spectre. 

0548 hrs Incoming 82mm, 02 rounds. 

426. 0558 hrs Tanks moving South-East - Cashew reported to 5th Di'lision. 

427. 0620 hrs Another flight A-37 arrived with mixed load CBU-25, 750 lb Napalm, rockets. 

428. 0625 hrs Report of 2.3mm AAA from SD 23. 794883 . 

. 429. 0629 hrs 20 to 25 tan.~s on Se.st side of city - passed to Bien Hoa 786896 E. 794897 - 23mm 
51 Cal. 

430. 0910 hrs Passed to Division - 799862, troops; 800855, APC; 800860, troops. 

431 . . 251st is on thP. top of the hill. 

432. During most critical phase led by APC and tanks. Province Chief and Staff are taking posi­
tive steps to · elirninate armed vehicles -with M-72 LAHs. Destroyed 6 to 10. Province Chief in com­
plete control, staff responds to his directives. Under fire and pressure he is extremely cool, 
level headed, shows concern about friendlies. Decisive in his instructions. His personnel re­
sponded to his direction. 

433. 0931 hrs 771896. 3 tanks and many troops moving from that coordinate in a SU direction. 

434. 0940 hrs APCs we fired at 800865 were not destroyed but moved to 803845. 

435. 0950 hrs · 7691 - tanks moving south down QL 13. 

436. 0952 hrs Province Chief moved 105 to South side of town. Fi.ring point blank at teiks and 
APCs. 

437. 1003 hrs Informed 5th Division to tell Cobras not to tire into market place without having 
target. 

438. 1005 hrs Informed CORDS TAC AIR not stacld.ng up. Heavy contact on north side of town. 
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Thursday, 13 April i~7~ (Continued) 

439. 1009 hrs PO:·, brought to Sector HQs for • interrogation. He is a member of a tarik company e­
quipped ·with T-54s. 226 Co. l.f-72 Bn - tank destroyed at XT 759871. 

440. 1020 hrs Another R)'.-J brought to Sector for interrogation. 

441. 1022 hrs 805855 VC and tanks. Passed. 

4).i2.. 1025 hrs Info f'rom ro.•1 - linked with element of 5th Di.vision (NVA) at Soc Trac (H) to attsck 
An Loe City. 

443~ 1036 hrs rou is·fran 226 Co. M-72 Bn. or A-3 Bn. - Unit · eauippP-d with 09 T-54s, name: Van 
?-:ai, 22 years old, CPL, NVA - Radio in every tank, log support, 64 persons per tank. 

444. 1042 hrs Info passed reference rows to CORDS. 

445. 1052 hrs Informed 5th nivision that more M-72 and 9Qmn recoilless needed to combat t111ks 
that M-72 has with them. • 

446. llOO hrs XT 753892 many VC with 3 tanks. Passed to Division. 

447, ll07 hrs 802843 breaking from that point with tanks and· troops to South East. 

448. 1116 hrs 775 870 Talked to Danger 79 reference position of RF. Gave him the block as ·• no 
f'ire - 780750, 780780, 775750, 775780 (Friendlies). . 

449. ll.20 hrs Fur-ther---ntport on PO',;: Came from Cambodia in Feb 72. He was in Six Thu Chun Vil­
lage. On 13 April he and · his company moved out from Quan Loi. As they moved toward An Loe they 
were hit by aircraft at 0500 - after dodging the aircraft they attacked An Loe. His tank was at­
tacked as it moved into the center of tO\om and destroyed. 

450. l.143 hrs 785884 - AAA (Hachine gun) reported by Tiger 36 (Rangers). 

451. ll50 hrs Call sign and Freq for Tanks attecld..ng An Ioc - CC!l!!!lander 52, frequency 212250. 
Passed to III CORPS for monitoring. 

452. 1200 hrs Checked with Province Chief reference 766873 - 764!Y/8 line and stream 7686 grid. 
Province Chief said they may be montagnard. 

453. 1206 hrs No contacts reported from 7th, 8th or 52nd Regiments - on:.y people in contact are 
Rangers- and RF/PF. Que·stion: 1'111at are ~he other Regiments doing? 

454. 1226 hrs XT 760862 - AA site dug in (hit with Cobras, unsuccessful.). 

455. 1228 hrs 761810 - _764810 For Highway. 50 to 100 meters on both sides of QL 13 - 767792 and 
772793-

456. 1233 hrs Guards at Civilian Compound furnished the retreating 5th Div Arty troops M-72s with 
which they destroyed 01 tank. 

457. 1236 hrs SGT luong UIA slightly on resupply mission. 

458, 1240 hrs ARC Light, in Block 4 to ;fost of An loc. 

459, 1245 hrs Heavy Arty unit that supported tanks location 02 KH North of &tr strip. 

460. 1300 hrs 767892 Elements in contact with tanks. 

461. · 1312 hrs Numbers of T-54 tanks - 949, 946, 938, 937, 939, 949, 943, 948, and 952 is Command 
tank. Operated on 21.00 Freq. 

462. 13 •• hrs Noonbeam - maybe call sign of air drop for LAHs. 

463. 1338 hrs 16 Rills fran Tri Compound (would make it the 712 grid line). I don't believe this!! 

464. 1338 hrs 90 IJ..Ws on the way - ETA will be provided. 
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Thursday, 13 April 1972 (Continu~d) 

465. 1340 hrs Radi o was pulled out of T-54 tank - radio setting 21250 - type of radio - Russian • 
P-113. 

466. 1347 hrs At XT 7791 ..• until 1350 hrs. 

467. 745867 secondary explosions. 

468. 1430 hrs XT 734898 possibl e tank location and AA position. 

469. 1435 hrs 775903 possible AA site (Notified III CORPS t o give Div. their freq so we could help 
get 123 in and out). 

470. 1.442 hrs 732898 direct hit with secondary explosion. 

471. 1450 hrs 795&n and 805863 possible mortar positions firing into 251 position (hill at 789-
858). Passed to Cashew. 

472. 1455 hrs 700855 possible tank site (by trooPs) - passed to Di.vision. 

473. 1500 hrs Y.T 006867, 805854 Enemy digging in - 793883 mortar position. 

474. 1620 hrs 785855 •• 785875 •• 810860 En~ moving to West. Passed to Division. 

475. 1626 hrs XT 785875, 810860, 785855 troop concentrations. 

476. 1637 hrs 795889 many VC that are in the open. 

477. 1645 hrs 765750 03 NVA Co. attacking 211th RF Co. position. Reported to 5th Division -
need A/S. 767755. 

478. 1658 hrs Stinger, Spectre, Flare ships, TAC AIR, FACs prauisP.d from III Corps. 

479. 1715 hrs Tanks at 764893. 

480. 1725 hrs Plots for B-52 strikes for close in defense of An Ioc City: 

•. 750902; 750896; 780902, 780896. 
b. 770893; 770868; 780893 ~ 780368. 
c. 765860; 770865; 780840 - 785845. 
d. 723865; 780870; 742846, 750852. 
e. 724880; 730875; 740900; 745895. 
f. 749850; 757851; 753820; 761820. 
g. 766340, 766830, 792840, 792830. 

481. 1730 hrs 761855 - AA position called report to 

482; 1859 hrs 211 Co. in heavy contact at 770756~ Fire on outside of box - 767753, 775553, 767-
760, '1:J.:[]j;,Q. Passed to Division. -· ., 

483. 2015 hrs Called 1-IAJ Allen at III Corps. Cont. 2 FAC. Stinger 12 at 1800-2100, Spectre 06 
at 2130-2330, Stinger 14 at 2400--0300, Spectre 04 at 0300--0500, _Spectre 01 at 0500--0700. Bet-ween 
now and 0600 - 35 sorties F4 Frag. Do have orders. One hour apart. Flare ship - no plan at this 
time. 

484. 775752 to 775760 as 1st priority. Shoot there and anything else around
0

the outpost shoot it. 

soturdav, 14 ~.nril 1972 

485. 0101 hrs Incoming, 122mm, 

486. 0103 hrs Incoming, 122mm. 

487. 0104 hrs Incoming, l.22Jmn, 
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Saturday, 14 April 1972 (Continued) 

483. 0105 hrs Incoming, 12.2mm. 

489. 0330 hrs 836886 tank. 05 or 06 tanks - using black out drive . Passed to Division. 

490. 041+0 hrs l22mm rounds ccming frau 728879. Have been tald.ng 01 round every 15 to 20 mirrutes 
since 0330 hours. 

491. 0515 hrs 122mm inccmi.ng - power out - in.formed Division. 

492. 0525 hrs Power restored - ARC Light at I.oc Ninh. 

493. 0600 hrs Incoming l.22m!i. li:alz. 

494. 0615 hrs XT 753863 possible launching and mortar site - air strike put in. 

495. 0620 hrs XT 7578W, 7658W. VC along this line. 

496. 0650 hrs South 864 and Uest of 780 grid line El'l line stops at QL 13. 

w- gt decision 

497. 0655 hrs 'With reference 0650 

498. 0653 hrs 18 mirrutes from ·now or 0716 - Heavy arty warning. 

499. 0659 hrt" Province Chief gave clearance to f't.re at an;r armed vehicle inside of the city. 
Passed to Division. 

500. 07ll hrs ARC Light. 

501. 0650 hrs Delayed Report - Friendlies at 765845 PF 2. Passed to Div. 

502. 0713 hrs 2llth still at 770756. 

503. 0735 hrs 86 line just east and west of QL 13 - for approximately 100 meters. Passed to 
Division. 

504. ID. strike requests were forwarded to division until we (Team 47) assured ourselves that the 
VI! had already passed it t o 5th Division on the VN side - After several days we re&ched an under-
1tanding that in the interest of time the Sector personnel would not give us info until after they 
had already passed it - 'lllis expedited coordination immensely. 

505. 0742 hrs Snall stuff 7W883 enemy concern ration. Called 52nd Regt. and asked them to also 
check! 

506. 0752 hrs 668904 Intell reports enemy location. 

507. 0810 - 0835 hrs ARC Light mrning - aircraft cle~r the area. 

508. 0822 hrs CP location for 2/7 Regt 755872 disposed later8lly with troops out ½ Km to S ,ind S1·l . 

5()9. Squad size contacts this morning - no further indications of movement - nothing since 0630 
hours. 

510. 0827 hrs ARC Light NE of An I.oc. 

0827 hrs Hinh Thanh reported under attack. 3/25 CP at 645669. Request air strike at 660680 a­
gainst t roops. 

512. 0834 hrs 760884 - plt of NVA - Cashew h8ndling. 

513. 0850 hrs Mortar/rocket attacks OWC hours TFS2 - 4 KIA, 3 WIA. 

514. 0853 hrs VC troops moving U to E 770845, 782848. Passed to Div. 
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Saturday, 14 April 1972 (Continued) 

515. 0857 hrs 768904 AA from village. 

516. 08 •• hrs 792873 en~ troops mOY"ing to north. Passed to division - A/S already planned. 

517. 0930 hrs 772860 many VC. 757867 friendlies - don't shoot. 

518. a:J40 hrs 765845 to ~ friendlies possibly took one marking round on their position. 

519. a:J43 hrs 762855 macy VC at that location - strike fran N to S for JOO meters. 

520. a:J45 hrs 767878 VC at that location. 

521. a:J50 hrs 780855 PF location 790860. 

522. a:J55 hrs PF 2 is no longer at 765845. 

523. 1006 hrs Csn Lai Bridge repaired - put A/Son it - from Dynamite 6. faased to Division. 

524. 1030 hrs Snall ums fire SE-SW perimeter. B-40 round fired et Sector Headquarters - missed 
500 meters - west. Passed t9 Division. 

525. l0J2 hrs Resupply ships not tald.ng fire. Passed to Division. 

526. 1125 hrs Heavy Arty Warning. 

527. 1128 hrs TAC Air strike with CBU-25 - inadvertantly results 05 KIA, 15 WIA in Tiger 36 unit. 
Position making error unknown at this time. • 

528. 1145 hrs 643710 2 vehicles and macy VC bunkers. 

529. 1154 hrs Incoming l.22I::m. 

530. 1156 hrs 768860 1 plt VC. Passed to Division. 

531. 1200 hrs Fran 82 to 85. E\-1 grid line along QL 13 - VC are establishing mortar positions. 
Passed to Division. JOO meters. 

532. 1215 hrs Counter arty fire being adjusted by Sundog lJ. 

533. 1216 hrs Contact with 7th Regt. SW perimete VC support with mortar fire. Passed to . Div­
ision. 

534. 1217 hrs · 785844 - 750864 probable rocket/mortar sites. 

535. 1229 hrs 775865 friendly troops at listed coordinate. 

536. 12AO hrs From 86. 7 EU to 87. 0 line west of QL 13 CBU-55. Requested by Di vision. 

537. 1307 hrs 765882 from there to E 220 meters. Tiger 36 local. 

538. 1320 hrs 765862 enemy, 100 moving N along railroad tracks. 

539. 1401 hrs 808889 - Tank tracks moving along road and hiding in rubber. 

540. JJP7 hrs 765882 VC to East contact. 

541. 1414 r.:·s Tanks at 808889. 

542. 1417 hrs 796874 01 Co. VC in Tan Loi (H). Pass~ to Division. 

543. 1426 hrs 739968 Troops in open. West into tree line. 4 choppers took moderate fire, Re­
ported to Division. 

544. 1446 hrs ABfl Brigade being inserted 800-860 (initi ally 1 Co.) 
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Saturday, 14 April 1972 (Continued) 

545. 1447 hrs Incoming. 

546. 1530. hrs 792843 EnE!!IY Anti-aircraft site. Passed to Division. 

547. 1533 hrs Inc=ir..i; . 

548. 1630 hrs 795884, 805855, 212871 AA position and mortar position. 

549. 1720 hrs 765812 tanks and trucks - passed to Division. 

550. 1655 hrs Major Haney, 52nd Regt Advisor WIA by incoming rocket~ 

551. 1730 hrs PF 2, RF 251 and rangers are together at 790360. 2 FA.Cs, 1 Spect;e and 1 stinger -
1 flare ship is available if needed and requested. 758875 - corner of soccer field - 3 Cl30s re­
supply drop. 

552. 1850 hrs 211th Co. 770775 in heavy contact. 

553. Enemy attack N, Sand E - passed to Div. 

554. 1905 hrs La.'Il Son Compound reports muzzle flashes in direction or 7?.4398. 

555. 1930 hrs 754865 enemy setting up a gun _position. 

556. 2040 hrs 865 line and south on SE of QL 13 from JOO meters E of Highway to JOO meters E. 

557. 2035 hrs 3 tanks SU of compound with troop;. CBU was put in on top. 

558. '2fJ47 hrs 06 tanks reported 762838 - 781830. 

559. General Comment: Spectre should come on station ready to go - he has been arriving without 
borlii:ling his guns - a process which takes 20 minutes of station time. 

560. 2110 hrs From XT 760849 to 762836 along QL 13 observed sh: tanks. Passed to Div. 

561. 2123 hrs 759857 ... 

562. 2132 hrs Search and strike below the 865 line - for and against tanks. 

563. 2155 hrs Spectre picked up a tank 8 or 9 Km South of An I.oc. Kill anything South of 860 
line. 

564. 2210 hrs 200 meters east of road •.. 

565. 2216 hrs XT 746882 2 or 3 tlfl.ks sited. Passed to Div. 

566. 2300 hrs Spectre was hosing down an area with mini guns instead or looking for the tanks. 
\. . 

l _ (_. 

sundav, 15 April 1972 

567. 0150 hrs Two tanks spotted by Stinger at XT 759872 - tanks turned out to be the ones destroyed 
02 days ago. 

568. 0200 hrs XT 761869 Friendly unit location. 

569. 0250 hrs Muzzle flashes from 7388. 

570. OJ'}f) hrs 759862 01 VC tank moving slowly east. 

571. 0330 hrs ARC Light. 

572. 0430 hrs Incoming, OJ rounds. 
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SUDday, 15 April 1972 (Continued) 

573. 0438 hrs ARC light. 

574. 0450 hrs Tic South and Southeast. 

575. 0455 hrs 748853 - mortar; 715889, 725898, 73288R - rocket; 778819 - rocket; 808899 - rocket. 
Forwarded to Div. 

576. 0500 hrs 705922, 767970 - Heavy Arty positions. 

577. 0507 hrs Trucks - 7006-8657. Passed to Div. 

578. 0525 hrs Guard ... 

579. 0527 hrs 7986 - Friendzy position. 

580. 0528 hrs It appeared every time .TAC AIR was on station to attack lucrative targets - TAC 
AIR forced off station by B-52 - TAC AIR and B-52 arrive at se.'lle time. USAF could better coor­
dinate B-52s and TAC AIR. 

581. 0542 hrs ARC Light to North. 

582. 0610 hrs AA position at 743882. 

583. 0615 hrs Mortar and rocket attack fran the South appro:rlmatezy 1¼ to 2 Kms south of our 
position. Report of tanks in spt. 

584. 0630 hrs I predict we will lose some tactical air today. 

585. 0645 hrs Three tanks in An I.oc - in 8th Regt area. 
; 

586. 0650 hrs RF, FF and Rangers on hill mass to SE. ABM Bde. just to their west ( since 14 Apr). 

587. 0653 hrs Heavy arty warning - TAC AIR and cobras had to break off - Aeafo A-37s hed mechan­
ical problems at a critical phase - situation is tense. 

588. 0655 hrs 3 tanks destroyed in city - 3 additional tanks in town. 

589. General Camnents: 1 tank by police check point destroyed by RF i,oldier running alongside 
and threw a grenade into the open cupola and then otheri, startP.d hitting it with IAWs. 

590. 0700 hrs 2 tanks destroyed by rangers at QL bridge. 

591. 0702 hrs ARC Light on east side o! town. 

592. 0704 hrs 771870 (Thu Bor) Anti-aircraft site. Div notified. 

593. 0705 hrs Very patchy overcast, thin scattered cl~uds at 5,000'. 

594. 0708 hrs Inccming rounds from the north. 

595. 0710 hrs T-54s were used in a very unprofessional manner - not supported by infantry, not 
moving fast and decisivezy coming in blind and uncoordinated. 

596. This is "conventional warfare" and 5th Div. did not fight it in ••• 

597. 0722 hrs XT 728991 trucks. 

598. 0725 hrs 1 tank burst into flame - destroyed. 

599. 0728 hrs 1 more tank burstee. into flame. 

Y:>O. 0730 hrs Onzy 1 tank spotted still firing. 

601. 0740 hrs 758886 tank - next block over to east, 2 or 3 plts moving south. 
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Sunday, 15 April 1972 (Continued) 

602. 0750 hrs 7787 moving south (200 people) most probably montagnards. 

603. 0752 hrs 775875 - possible location of FO. 

604. 0800 hrs Tank at 758886 linked up with enemy and moving south. 

605. 0810 hrs fl II II II " " II II " " 

606. 0812 hrs 100 troops, T-22 and T-21 on the map. 

607. 0820 hrs Troops and tank still moving. 

608. 0830 hrs 757898 - mortar position; 760890 - 75rr position. 

609. 0837 hrs · 760862 supplies missed their drop - request they be destroyed. 

610. 0840 hrs 756898 - mortar and 75 RR position. 

611. CR40 hrs Cobras engaging the remaining 2 tanks. 

61,?. 1013 hrs 7290 to 733890 3 tanks moving. 

613. 1014 hrs Updated rocket sites, two sites 758923, 765925. Box 715888, 735890, 723899, 727880. 

614. Mortar sites 758923, 756898. 57 RR sites 760865. 

615. 1032 hrs Two coli.mms of tanks from this point 699900 on a bending line following the road 
to 700891 then .follow road to point XT 725888. 

616. 1040 hrs Rangers reported a build up of activity to their east. This coupled with movement 
from WNW to An we indicates that maybe this is the big p.i.sh we've been waiting for - be especially 
alert on the Southern, SE and S'.-! sections. 

617. lll0 hrs Possible 105 arty position 75~861 ~nth mortar position just across road at 760862. 

618. lll8 hrs At 713907 maey tanks and Russian trucks well camoufieged by bamboo. 

619. NVA digging in their positions (1143 hrs) at 754870, 751871 and 7Vxr?0. 

620. 1155 hrs 745873 FAG confirmed 1143 hrs siting and 200 - 300 people West of Lam Son .Compound. 

621. General Comment: Province Chief sent out this morning a 3 man intel team to gather intel to 
the Sh' - the above info is ·what they brought back. 

622. 1222 hrs XT 778835 to 775835 Anti-aircraft positions. Passed to Div. 

623. 1232 hrs 758883 5 tanks moving south. 

624. 1234 hrs 758862 civilians moving up road with VC behind them. 

625. 1245 hrs 754887 01 tank and 10 troops. 

626. 1250 hrs 759901 from this point took a direct hit on cCITlllland bunker. Div. notifiP.d. 75 RR 
destroyed at 1330 hrs. 

626. 1305 hrs 765815 Possibly 01 NVA Company. 

• 627. 1312 hrs 765865 - Position of Anti-aircraft weapons. 

628. 1410 hrs 3 enemy tanks sited at 773886 to Raneers engaged and destroyed lead tank by a IA':l. 

629. 1430 hrs 763878 tanks stuck in the mud. 

630. 1433 hrs 766860 tanks moved out of mud. 
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Sunday, 15 April 1972 (Continued ) 

631. l.43S hrs Chon Thanh District still in GVN bands. 

632. 1510 hrs At 775875 is target for tanks and trucks - Cashew will handle. 

633. 1518 hrs Danger 79 was given an update. He said Dynamite 6 would be up shortly with infor­
mation about heavy artiller.r t o the rM tonight. ?? 

634. 1601 hrs Heavy arty war ning. 

635. 1658 hrs 720863, 745925 and 756898 rocket sites. PassPCi to Div. 

636. 1705 hrs Grid line to hit at S'.T corner - 752868 to 753867 to 753865. Passed to Cashew. 

637. 1745 hrs VN C-123 shot down by anti-aircraft. 

638. 1800 - 1812 hrs Rockets, mortars, 105s - roughest barrage to date. 

639. 1818 hrs 58 rounds since 1800 hours. 

640. 1819 hrs 686934 - L-1.9, spotted a possible 105 arty position. 

641. 1821 hrs 753867 anti-aircraft position. 

642. 1913 hrs Enemy in T-2 area attacked. Enemy '1'18S brought under snail a:nns and mortar fire 
and enemy was driven back - need napalm in this area - used carefu.1.ly ! ! 

643. 1917 hrs Lam Son Compound - ST 745874. 

644. 1940 hrs Tanks spotted in 2 northern blocks of An I.oc. 

645. ·1955 hrs 725690 many headlights spotted - west. 

646. 2003 hrs 745882 many headlights spotted. 

647. 2016 hrs 741883 4 tanks observed by Starlight scope. 

648. 2046 hrs Tanks are on west side of rice paddy. 

649. 2050 hrs 2 tanks are at 746884. 2 tanks are at 742885. 

650. 2115 hrs Heavy arty warning. Same situation as always set of fighters on station and one 
arriving. 

651. 2140 hrs S\T - many vehicles at 750863 (could be fires from ARC Lights). 

652. 21.41 hrs Tanks caning from the east going west at approximately 770870. 

653. 2130 hrs TAC AIR left station - F-4s could not be used profitably because of their very 
short station time, length of t :iJil.e lining up the target and ground fire being directed at Stinger 
who r etu_rned to base at-. the cri tica 1 mome·nt of engaging the :fi~hter-e. As eoon as· tbe next . sortie 
arrived we received heavy arty warning and F-4s were sent heme. · 

654. 2204 hrs 3 trucks at 721820. Spectre located on ~est side of to,.m. 

655. 2300 hrs Vehicle headlights spotted at 746865. 

656. 2340 hrs Infonned 10 that I 'l'IOuld be monitoring the Crispy push. 

657. 2345 hrs Things are unbelievably quiet! (Knock, knock wood)! 

Mond1w, 16 April 1972 

658. 0030 hrs Sundog 26 reported on station. Received briefing fran Cashew. 
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lionday, 16 April 1972 (Continued) 

659. 0058 hrs Cha.nged freq to monitor Tunnel push. 

660. 0)40 hrs Ar1C Light - Southeast. 

661. 0210 hrs Aircraft still not authorized in AO. 

662. 0215 hrs ARC Light - east. 

663. 0216 hrs XU 769149 06 tanks engaged by Spect;e. 

664. 0217 hrs \-leather in An Loe area below minimum for Spectre•_ 

665. 0239 hrs Spector 03 on station. 

666. 0333 hrs 692914 Spector .tiring on vehicle. 

667. 0350 hrs 75789S VC at north part of town shooting 57mm RR fire. PassP.d tv Cashew. 

668. 0355 hrs 687933 possible VC arty site. 

669. 0406 hrs 753873 - 754873 - 755873 VC dug in along this line. Passed to Cashew. 

670. 0455 hrs Tanks in S\-l firing into ccm~. 

671. 0415 hrs 8'.35899 tanks or trucks moving. 

672. 0530 hrs Spector firing under Crispy adjustment in SW rubber. 

673. 05.33 hrs 734883 rocket launching site. Passed to Div. 

674. 0605 hrs At 733883 - 57 RR site - still pouring it in here. 

) 675. 0615 hrs 23=. anti-aircraf't fire at A-37s running air strike SH rubber. 

676. 0618 hrs 2 tanks 300 meters west of benn XT 748880. Tanks accanpanied by troops. 

677. 0632 hrs Spector on station to cover gaps _in TAC AIR. 

678. 0638 hrs 02 tanks 740884 moving west to east. Passed to Div! 

679. 0659 hrs 846703 - moving NW toward An loc - enemy using route as a means of resupply. 

680. 0720 hrs It &pp.gars as if US a:med forces have a CYA complex. Initials, repeating coordin­
ates 3 and 4 times before firing marking rounds, and adjustments on enem;y targets which have been 
positively identified just won't 'make it" in a conventional warfare role or situation. 

681. 0723 hrs F-4s checking on station. 

682. 0727 hrs 6972 grid - possible rocket launching site. 

68'.3. 07.33 hrs 744864 - eneny targets being engaged by Spector 02. 

b84. 0757 hrs 686933 2 each 105 in position. 

685. 0803 hrs 770735 friendlies. 

686. 0810 hrs Bde has no troops south of 86 line and no troops west of 77. 

687. OGll hrs AD!I Bde no-tr in 7687 grid. 

688. 0812 hrs All TAC AIR on guard. 

680. 0813 hrs 100-200-500 ~ple 3 Km south of An Loe on QL 13 moving north - appears to be ci v­
ilians. 
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Uonday, 16 April 1972 (Continued) 

690. 0852 hrs A.1C light. 

691. 0905 hrs 759863 possible 2)llllll site. 

692. 0906 hrs XT 720900 - 740903 - 743907 possible 105 arty sites. Passed to Cashew, will check 
out :i=ediately. 

693. 0920 hrs Oil sld.n element of Abn Bde in contact at XT 7787. 

694, 0930 hrs Sundog 07 dropped down to look at group of people moving north on QL 13. There 
are some children but not as many as there should be. Hoving ox carts which could be hiding/car-, 
rying weapons. 

695. 0945 hrs One tank observEtj burning at 743~3. 

696. 0950 hrs 7'fl870 Sector Recon unit (about 3 men) went into this arP.a. 

697. 1028 hrs Units going to SE (Hru). 

698. 1040 hrs Gave Province.Chief perndssion to allow any and all foodstuffs at CORDS Canpound 
to be used to assist in relief of population. 

699. 1055 hrs Incoming from ?r:1. Informed Div. 

700. lll5 hrs Received word that Danger 79 directed that I-::AJ Haney he "dusted off". 

701. lll7 hrs I am sending this log out to be used as Danger 79 sees fit - I do request that it· 
be returned to me ASAP so I can use it to assemble after action reports. SIGNED, Robert J, Corley, 
LTC, c:::; , FSA. 

702, The morn:i.ng ·of 16 April concerning SGT Ngia, I advised Province Chief and LTC Thanh that I 
would not have him as a member of_Tea~ 47 anymore. 

703. 1240 hrs Dustorr in-bou.'1d fbr I!ajor Haney and 4. 

704, 1241 hrs Dustoff departed for Bien Hoa. 

705. 1255 hrs Bodies are 1-_ving un':Juried in the streets, HP are doing the best they can - bloated 
bodies of men, WCl:!len and chil.dre"' are evident eVeryl-mere you look. 

706. 1300 hrs 720880 tanks, number unknown, direction of travel unknown, reported to division. 
Later report (1303 hrs) tanks moving to the west. Spector going to conduct search and destroy. 

707. 1317 hrs Tanks identif'ied and taken under fire by Spect:r:e 05 - TAC AIR being called in to 
f'inish the Job! 

708. 1322 hrs XT 708894 02 l05mm hcmitzers. 

709. 1330 hrs XT 763860 - 757869 location of friend~ troops. 

710. 1400 hrs . C-130 took hits on eastern perimeter. 

711. 1410 hrs 764853 air strike requested in support of friendly troops in contact with 01 l-!VA 
Company. Passed to Div. 

712, 1415 hrs Contact above (;7u). Air strike requested for 764853 , 

713. 1510 hrs Received over Crispy net: (in Vll) (?) 76003?. - 76?.8$8 many anti-aircraft positions. 
VC are holding numerous -ai vilians hostage including a pregI"!ant woman about to givP. birth. Passed 
to Div. • 

714. 1515 hrs 10 A and Chico working out establishment of EW linP. to do.tennine s11fe lines of 
fire and to identify from troops . • 

715. l52S hrs Fram troops now located et 770860 and 7606133 - checked on request for air strike 
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i:-Ionday, 16 April 1972 (Continued) 

715. Continued - of 1410 ~ours. 

716. 1532 hrs Persons sent out on Dustoff ar~ safe]Jr in Bien Hoa an<l dc-cum'='r.ts arrived at TRAC. 
Included t he FrP.nch Canadian r eporter who was slightly wounded . 

717. 1540 hrs Sector decided to fire arty on 764853 - no air strike availabl e - HA..>: ord 1600 f eeL 

718. 1628 hrs Abn Bde arrived at 7588381 ! northern section of t o ... m - 1 Co. 

719. 1845 hrs 715887 Vehicle and personnel concentration. Passed to Div. 

720. 1940 hrs 736S86 5 tanks sited moving west to east toward An Loe. 

721. 1956 hrs ARC Light at 700800 S"J of An Loe - could the 7th Div. be rc.turning to the fishhook? 

722. Again the point must be made - the 5th A~VH Div. conceded too much ground without employing 
delayine tactics of any type other that screaming for more end more TAC AI~ - TAC AIR admittedly 
is effective - they have kept us here thus far - but it is · no substitute for infantry engaging in­
fantry a.7d when necessary, as I feel it was in An Loe City, for infantry to go after tanks uith 
tank killer weapons. Tanks were in the city at night and were never engaged by infantry - only 
TAC tu~ - and if a tanlc is ever vulnerable it's at night 'in a city supported by a relativlP.y f":!W 
ground troops. Thus far their tan.le tactics have been atrocious - for what reason I don't know -
I think th"l .first t :ime the tanks came into the city they thought the infantry had already taken 
the t°"m, because they drove d°"m the main thoroughfare ·of t en-~ from north to south and waved at. 
the F.F in the General Tri Compound before the t erritorials P.ngaged with IAWs and destroyed two 
tanks and captured a tanker. 

' 723. 2030 hrs This afternoon the Province Chief and I went t o Div HQ to complain ( Ft: did the can­
plaining) about the looting of the tcnm being conducted by 5th Div. troops and s1:iout the tactics 
of TAC AB. destroying 2-4 city blocks searching for tanks - no ARVI: infantry went l ooking - I feel 
it was unneccessary but in view of t he CG's refussl t o use his · infantry - I don 't know of any other 
alterr,ative. His comment - "To use•infantry is very easy to say but very difficult to do" l esves 
me stunned. 

724, 2115 hrs One B-40 round a.'1d one 57 ;:m hit outside compound and entirely too much fire power 
reacted to the attack. It took sbout 6 minutes t o eet the \711 C-119 to stop firing - To my know­
ledge no one requested his assistance and FACs could not get him on the radio - called Div. to get 
them stopped. VHAF must be requested to coordir.ate with both sides as de U.S. aircraft, 

725. 2125 hrs Div. advised t hat aircraft are free to fire south of the 866 li.rie east of the 74 
line and west of the 78 line. 

726. 2130 hrs All quiet - too quiet and where is the 21st Div. we keep hesri.ng about - but never 
see! I 

727. 2205 hrs Heavy arty warning. 

720, 2210 hrs B-52 strike to the south. 

7'29, 2310 hr s 735885 enemy vehicles, unknown type. 758860 eneny r ecoilless rifle position. 
Passed to Div. 

730. 2336 hrs 745883, 750885 - locations of 02 tanks, reported to Div. 

731. 0210 hrs 7610 Sky spot. 

732, 0230 hrs Inco.'!ling. 

733. 0240 hrs Incoming. 

?-lond5v , 17 Au,-il 1972 

734, 0'-45 hrs 721900 incoming l ocation. J .,ep burning on T-:-i Ccmpound. 
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Monday, 17 April 1972 (Continued) 

735. 0249 hrs Power went off. 

736. 0322 hrs Power restored. 

737. 0332 hrs Spectre on station. 

738. There was little or no control exercised by Div. G-4 in the use and/or distribution of sup­
plies which ~,ere air dropped. I know in one instance Div. got all of thP meat.rations and Sector 
got all the rice and COL Nhut tried without success to 1-,ork out a mutually satisfactory arrange­
ment. If a unit needed something they would shop around at the various drop zonps ·until they f ound 
what they needed and leave the remainder. 

739. 0345 hrs Flare dropped by FAC did not work proper~ and dropped on .a jeep - set it afire, 
this in turn set off an ammo pallet which cooked off until 0425 hrs - also destroyed one building. 

740. 0530 hrs Bombs dropped too close - almost impected in compound at 757872, 

741. 0550 hrs Spectr~· o4 is over on station with~ hours .station time. Div. HQ under ~ortar 
attack. 

742. 0555 hrs 748fr?5 - possibfy- 57 RR or 100mm tank gun fire. 

743. 0615 hrs Direct fire weapon impacted in compound - counter arty fired at 740Er?9. 

744. 0633 hrs Aac light to the N".! of An Ioc. 

745, 0724 hrs At 765910, 811858 moving vehicles - are they enemy or friendlies? Referred over 
to Abn Bde, for clearance to fire. 

746. 0735 hrs · Later this morning l company of 1/48, 257th Co. and the intell plt will search this 
block: 750870, 750850, 770870, 770850. 

747. 0736 hrs 211th 00. now located at 752677-. 

748. 0742 hrs 760862 and 752863 Sector will fire arty in t hese locations. 

749. 0900 hrs Abn Bde. 
5tl: 21. 
6th Bn 
8th Bn 
81st Abn Rangers 

(IRRP) 

Honor 72 
Oil Skin 
Boiler .Hotel 
Sawdust 
Depot Bridge 

llest _ 8th ABN Bde 81_AB_t __ ! -!i>► J 
SA\·IDUST DERlT 

Cleared by ! 
5th _Di_v_•--------~---'-__.r\---::=8t=h==~=====:-~ 

Rngr _-:_-_-:_-:_-_-_-_-_-:_-_-:_-_-_-:_-_-:_-:_-_-:_ QL 13 E. 
Cleared by 
ABN Bde 
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Monday, 17 April 1972 (Continued) 

750. 0906 hrs 695925 (105) - 720995 (155) - VC Arty positions. Passed to Division. 

751. 0935 hrs XU 763035 03 trucks with guns taken under fire by SpcctTe. 

752. 1020 hrs Danger 79 came up to check on situation - assured us that TAC AIR would continue 
to come. 

753. 1050 hrs Sectre requests air strike south of a line joined by 755854, 764853 along both sides 
of QL 13 south. Passed to Div. 

754. lll3 hrs 764885 82mm position. Passed to Div by FAC - troops and tanks. 

755. lll5 hrs 767885 to 772887 along Highway 303 north side of 

756. lll9 hrs 773860, 755863, 764862 friendly location. Shoot 200 meters south of 86 linP. 500 
meters both sides of the road. 

757. 1130 hrs 695925, 724876 mortar/arty positions. Passed to Div. by Sealskin. 

758. 1140 hrs 767882 troops Md tanks. Passed to Div. 

759. ll4l hrs 710890, 7'2SY700 - arty positions. 

760. 1135 hrs 02 mortar rounds landed on civilian compound killing civililm cook for Team 47. He 
had prepared meals for all Ar.tericans in An I.cc during the course of the battle for thP. city. 

761. 1205 hrs 758857 Anti-aircraft position. Passed to Div. 

762. 1258 hrs 86 line south Tic - request FAC to support by observation. Passed to Div. 

763. 1338 hrs 778818 04 trucks and personnel - Serpent 32 asking for pennission to fire - got it 
from Tunnel, Crispy, unable to get i, from Honor stations for unkncn-m reason.* U.S. Air has a bad 
case of "Cover your ass '"'itis 11 

- lucrative targets are being passed up bec11use of the tlniculouE1 
red tape! 

764. 1340 hrs Troops in contact to the south. Tried to get details for air strike from VN 'IOC -
IDTHING other than heavy contact involving 251st and intel squad. 

765. 1415 hrs· B-52 strikes request at following sites - 760860, 770860, '770840,_ 760870, 746863, 
7578_63, 746840, 757840. Disapproved by CG at l.428. 

766. 1429 hrs Province Chief requested CBU-55 at a position south of 864 EW line and between NS 
lines of 750 and 768. • 

767. 1450 hrs 708902 and 718903 - tank at each location. 

768. 1455 hrs Received word that CBU-55 would be available in 3 hours - or 1755 hours. COL Nhut 
approved this block - 750850, 750864, 768850, 768864. 

769. 1513 hrs Heavy arty warning. 

770. 1527 hrs 733822 mortar position. Passed to Div. 

771. 1532 hrs Follo"d.ng are friendly locations: XT 758871, 755871, 753873. 

772. 1655 hrs Danger 79 talked with Tunnel (10A) on station. Uanted to know if we had stopped 
t~e oortars (just as one landed) and anti-aircraft. 

773. 1705 hrs Danger 79 called - !Jo more troops, must use existing troops. More air on the way. 
Use it aJJ.. 74A monitored at Div and advised to pass on t o 10. 

774. 1710 hrs 608922 staging area and bridge used recently. 

775. 1715 hrs Called lOA to confirm }!SD of cru-55. Response was 01 Kn (from Air Qndr on station). 
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Monday, 17 April 1972 (Continued) 

776. 1745 hrs Heavy arty warning. 

777. 1855 hrs 725971 - 2 each 105 howitzers. Infonned Div. - destroyed 08 days ago. 

778. 2217 hrs 750870, 754tr/O VC AAA sites passed to Division. 

779 • 2220 hrs 736885 Headlig.11ts moving East - passed to Di vision. 

Tuesda~. 18 April 197, 

780. 0110 hrs 758857 Truck lights _moving from South to North. 

781. 0355 hrs 747927 105 Arty Position 720900 8?.Jran 1.fortar A&L Co tald.ng incaning at this time. 

782. 0600 hrs Heavy mortar barrage. 

783. 0634 hrs 82mm !Iortar site. 755862 

784. 0640 hrs CBU-55 strike should arrive at 0800 hrs. 

785. 0650 hrs Heavy Artillery warning until 9710 hrs stri!--:e to go into the Southwest (about 6KM 
away ). 

786. 0700 hrs B-52 strike to the Southwest. 

787. 0800 hrs Serpent 26 checked in on station. 

788. 0833 hrs 7608f?F/-04 Pl'76 Tanks Spectre has under fire - TAC Air being called. 

789. 0845 hrs Tanks turned out to be 04 trucks destroyed 09 days ago. 

790. 0930 hrs Informed that CBU 55 l-l&s on its way - after r equesting this at 1445 hrs 17 April 
1972 this long delay is i nt ol erable because as long as one is kept hanging on ''yes its coming 11 

-

''its on its way all we need are t he coordinates" - Coordinates were provided a m nimum of s even 
times - things must be getti.-r-is better becaus e ,-re seem to be getting bogged down in "red tape ". As 
long as we are waiting ,-re ca.-ri I t take other positive steps whi ch need to be taken. 

791. 1025 hrs 1st Set of CBU 55 strike went in - not very good coverage so Chico 7 called in for 
2 more Air strikes. 

792. 1045 hrs CBlJ 55 strikes South of town. 

793. lJJ47 hrs CBU 55 strikes finished. 

794. 1048 hrs 722982 - 2 each 105 positions. 

795. 1054 hrs 765854 

796. 1056 hrs FR Loe 765873 

797. 1104 hrs Sa~•ldust Hotel - Swc:eping SD 
748877 S'. ! 81st Gp Dimpl e Bag 767874 
5th Bn (Oilsldn) 774876 
6th Bn (Boiler) 793fr74 
6th Bn Element 810864 
CP Bde l~ain 790860 
Recon Platoon 872862 

798 . l?J.5 hrs 767887 - En~ '. :IA f, some r.1obil" 
773877 - 2 each i:J1emy platoons-secured clear ance to fire on both targets. 

799 . 1230 hrs One C-130 shot down c,:r AA fir e coming fran ,-,est side of r oad 3Kl! sout h of An Loe. 
Plane went do.-m west of city - 7651355 & S of 763865. 
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1i.1esda: ·, 18 April 1972 (Continued ) 

800. llPO hrs Sector Artill"?.ry ,-rill fire on 755i60 &-"ld 755165 direction 2502t-5 rl.&-"lge 4200 liaY 
Ord l{,OQ 

Spec 19 1-1c•rking w/Cashew 
Rash 10 i,,orl,..;r:c ,,,/Casl:<n·r 

'.ro TH.3: NOP.TH 

Sundog 23 worl:ing with Cashew Sinldust Hotel 

801. 1500 hrs For resupp):r - l'I;C 25 batteries 300 eech 
C Rations 100 Cases 
LF.nP ~ations 20 Cesos 

802. 1510 hrs Heavy artillery warning - screued up TAC AIR strikes again - for the U111pteenth 
t:ime. 

803. 1512 hrs 

804. 1621 hrs 

805. 1624 hrs 

806. 1~36 hrs 

807. 1640 hrs 

008. 1646 hrs 

[!/)9. 1652 hrs 

B-52 strike ca:iplete. 

Cashew called t o stop Air strike to I:Z too close to Cashew p~ople . 

Serpent 24 to go to Sawdust al".d llhiskey. 

765CCS AA 768890 AA Artillery sitea. 

All s!cy- spots must be subnitted by 1100 hrs the day requested. 

7461:!:?6, 761895 AA Sites passed to Division. 

763868, 766891 AA Sites. 

810. 1703 hx-s- 747877 AA Site passed to Division. 

811. 1755 hrs Sawdust, :1 keeps after the VC 1dth il82 & Spectre. 

812. 1955 hrs Rash 05 for Sawjust ~;. 

813. 1925 hrs 760853 Tsnks ( ?) moving from South t o Horth. 

814. 1930 hrs 730882 82nm Eortar Position. 

815. 2025 hrs Hinh Thenh under heavy contact - we requested division to pass request to Corps to 
provide illumination at least. 

816. 2035 hrs cnu 55 Reouested for 778876 - 778888 
SKY SFCTS .ADDITIONAL 
1. 71ili863 2. 743857 3. 751851 

NIGHT Al.:1 -STi'JrES STA.qTD:G 2200 
1. 753860-773889 2. 753856-781889 3. 745853-778877 

Approx 2200 - Ask FAC for these as desired. 

817. 2040 hrs Artillery !ran lam Son to 74'!9 - cleared by division. 

818. 2042 hrs lOA called and stated 1-re must have a four coord~11te bo:x & must be called in by 
Honor 72 (Ref 2035 entry). 

819. 2100 hrs Abn Ede requested this strike 780900 79r:,::JOO 780882 790~8?.. CBU requested 
by Honor 72 at 

820. 2200 hrs HSD cleared with l OA also. Rash 15 still waiting for ASf for 1·/hiskey Sawdust. 

821. 2215 hrs Have r eouested Spectre bird f or the Honor Unit .for t h~ t hird ti~e sinc e 2200 hrs. 
A ~sh FAC infonnro us the.t a_- . approval was made at 1730 hrs f or Honor t o have e. s eparat<? spectr~. 

' · 
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Hednesday, 19 April 1972 (Continued) 

822. 0103 hrs 5th Div has no final word on CBU-55 drop schedul"d for 0800. 

82.3. 0105 hrs Got ,.'hiskey Elm hooked up with Sundog 25, his new F AC. 

824. 0138 hrs Stinger 22 to replace 25 in 20 minutes (no constant coverage! 25 departed this 
station 0)40 hours. 

825. 0)42 hrs Heather deteriorating - bel~., fighter utilization minintt.ll!ls. 

826. 0206 hrs Cloud bases 4000 1 north of An IDc. 6000 1 south of An !De. 

827. 0207 hrs Stinger will ar-rive at An Ioc area approximately 0212 hours, 22 minutes efter 25 
departed! 

828. 0250 hrs ·still no word on CBU-55 - 74 said he would inform us as soon as decision is made. 

829. 0250 hrs Commo with _Sawc:lUst Elm to the south - impossible? 74 directed Sundog 25 remain over 
their location/monitor push. 

830. 0251 hrs CC!lllllo re-established with l•.'his.1<ey. 

831. 0252 hrs Heavy arty warning to the west for the next 20 minutes. 

832. 0258 hrs Heavy arty turned out to be sky spot, all aircraft departed ere~ to east for 20 
minutes. 

833. 0300 hrs 08 rounds incoming since 0000. 

834. 0320 hrs Stinger 22 reported large secondary just east of~ end of rtll1W8y. 
I 

835. 0321 hrs Whiskey Elm receiving incoming - Sundog 25 looking for source. If found will bring 
Stinger to bear. 

836. 0328 hrs 747853 82nm. mortar position. Passed to Div. 

837. 0330 hrs 

838. 0356 hrs 

839. 0405 hrs 

840. 0406 hrs 

841. 0425 hrs 

842. 0430 hrs 

843. 0459 hrs 

844. 0545 hrs 

845. 0555 hrs 

846. 0615 hrs 

It appears as if every time there is a secondary, mortars start to fall. 

Incoming. 

Sundog 21 and Spect,re 02 supporting. Whiskey Elm. 

Overcast Ceiling 2500 !eet. 

Stinger 22 departed station - 2 medium secondaries. 

18 rounds inccming since 0300 hrs. 
~ ­, _, 

Incoming from the south, Spec~;e looking for it. 

Incoming 82Jmn fran the south. 

757860 82nm position passed to Div. 

15 rounds inccming since 0430 hours. 

847. 0645 hrs Word on CBU-55. Although not confirmed is a negative. 

848. 0725 hrs Sawdust Hotel W wants Spector to find morhr positions. 

849. 0745 hrs F-4 arrived on station with mostly hard bombs and nspaJ.m - will use hard stuff 
south and napalm in support of Cilsldn. 

850. 0912 hrs 760879 possible location of tank. PassP-d to Div. 

851. 1050 hrs B-52 strike requested for following locations: 626€60, 626650, 655660, 655650, 
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Wednesday, 19 April 1972 (Continued) 

851. Continued - 650681, t6265S, 657686, 670661. Passed to Div. 

852. 10~ hrs B-52 strikes to go to the following locations: 814817 - 800842 to 809846 - 8?.4S20 
at 1500 hou::-s. 777900 - 787900 to 777927 - 787927 at 2240 hours, to be approved and hit ASAP 785-
907 - 833921 to S23928 - 808916. 

853. 1425 hrs At 670890 enemy 105 position, 

854. 1448 hrs C~l23 went down st approximately 771870. Plane is burning. 

855. 1453 hrs At 721976, 729966 and 73694? - at each coordinate one each 105 arty position. 

856. 1605 hrs At 766845 plats were fired at from this locstion - Province officials cleared it 
to fire on. 

85?. 1645 hrs 778887 - anti-aircraft position. 

858. 2143 hrs Sundog 14 on station. 

859. 2245 hrs Today witnessed sriall progress, the 81st Bn. cleared the westPrn and !N section of 
An Loe. Ran~ers worked in the sa-:ie location all day long tryinr. to dislodgP a tenacious ~nemy 
fighting them from house to house with automatic ,-,eepons and :'l-41s, Abn. &le. evacuated 59 1;!IA on 
th~ resupply choppers and pushed ·about½ Km further south out of the city. A ~ortar round land 0 d 
in arty supply area end 0 xploded all ammo and disabled (not destroyed) all 6 each M-10? howitzers. 
C,O. Bde dr.sires to get th<>lll evacuated to provide him with /:l'P&t 0 r mo~ility and deny thes~ arty 
pieces to the enemy. The southern end of the perLmet~r reMained fixed without beinc severely tes­
ted - lOSs, mortars, rockets and direct fire weap,,ns continue to pound all areas held -by friendly 
units, Eve?"JWhere you look you see the scars of heavy barrae;e. Wate::- becones a critical probler:i. 
There is still plenty of food. i-:8ss burials continue - common holes dug by a bulldczer. Thus far 
there are 9 kno"m KIAs buried on the COWS Cmpound. 

860, 0140 hrs Sundog 41 put air strike in on rubber refin'c'ry S' . .' of town by 2 F-4s, 

861. 0215 hrs Stinger 25 came on station for Honor 72, 

862. 0?.50 hrs Stinger 25 returned to base, · 

863. 0317 hrs 15 rcunds, 155 and 105, frcrn. XT 705924 (I heard Tupnel 74 tailing about it 5 ~­
utes ego). He is calling Spectr~ 22 in on it. Passed to 74. 

ri . ~...I 

864. 0320 hrs Honor 72 under heavy arty attack. 

865, 

866. 
er's 

867. 

868. 

0350 hrs 

0405 hrs 
position, 

0425 hrs 

0404 hrs 

Requested flare ship thro_ugh Sundog 41 for Honor 72. 

Honor 72 repr--..ts he believes he has tAnks and infantry neR~ his positlon and boil­
Passed to Tunnel 74. 

Stinger 22 reported to Honor 72 to locate tan~(s) and drop flares. 

Delayed entry - Sundog 37 replaced Sundog 41. 

869. 0450 hrs ~tinger 22 enga£ed tank at 79orr-,3. 

870. 0500 hrs Stinger 22 returned to base. Tank still there. 

871, 0520 hrs Chico 08 c!flle over to Honor 72 with .flares. 
l , 

872, 0522 hrs Spectre 12 came on station and engaged tank at above coord. 

873. 0550 hrs Aircraft emergency on A-37. Strike was aborted due to lead aircrllft catching on 
fire - other flights are on order. 
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'r,hursday, 20 April 1972 (Continued) 

874. 0555 hrs Both FACs are out of flares. 

875. 0610 hrs 775884 mortar positions - (Oilskin ,~'hiski-y) . 

. 876. 0627 hrs For the third time, requested more TAC AIR - FACs keep saying it's on the way! But 
no birds! 

877. 0640 hrs At 800874 enemy troops moving from there to the east. 

878. 0647 hrs Oilskin Tango under ground attack. 

879. 0700 hrs Chico 08 returned to base. Replaced Chico 04. 

880. 0700 hrs . Sundog 37 returned to base. Replaced by Rash OS . 
. • : . .,/ 

881. 0723 hrs Requested Spec-b-~ 2<rto reouest another Spector to be on station before he leavi-s. 
Spector 20 acknowledged. 

882. 0705 hrs Delayed entry - Oilskin 'i'Jhiskey coordinate air strike with hard hanbs. Chico 04 
FAC got secondary explosion from mortar position. 

883. 0735 hrs Air strike for Oilskin Whiskey canplete. 

384. 06.35 hrs Delayed Entry - Honor 72 confirmed 04 tank ki_lls for Spect ;e 20 • ..,_, 

885. 0745 hrs Spect,re 15 reported into net. 
·, , 

886. 0805 hrs Spect..re 20 returned to base and will not return. 

887. 0900 hrs Chico 04 put in air strike for Oilsld.n !-Jhiskey. 

888. 0940 hrs Completed air strH:e for Oilskin Whiskey. 

889. 095.3 hrs F.ash 08 replaced Chico 04 as ~AC for Oilskin Hotel. 

890. 1000 hrs Spect7~ 15 returned to base. 

891. 1002 hrs Rash 08 is replaced by Chico 08 as FAC for Oilskin Hote~. 

892. 1010· hrs Oilskin Whiskey and Hotel called ~ conf:i:oned body count of 20 and 1 each .51 cal. 
machinegun, still counting bodies. 

893. 1012 hrs Oilskin Hotel says froin coordinates 764884 to about 100 meters NE eneny is congre­
gating in trees. 

894. 1034 hrs Oilskin Whiskey reports 1 anti-aircraft gun at 774880 still firing. 

895. 1045 hrs Chico 08 commenced air strike for Oilskin Hotel . 
. , 

896. 1055 hrs Spectre· 01 checked into net and was given to Boiler Whi.Skey. 

897. 1205 hrs Heavy arty - B-52 strike to NE. 

898. 1230 hrs 3 each tanks spotted by VNAF - 745817. 

899. 1300 hrs Tanks confirmed by Speci:i-e 01 at 74468162. Between 759768 and 74468162 many sup.. 
_plies, trucks and tan.1<s. 

900. 1320 hrs l'mphasized to lOA that 1300 hrs report needs support by FAC, TAC AIR and Spectre. 

901. 1520 hrs Heard frcm Div. advisors that 3/8 Bn. would come in by helicopter this afternoon 
or tomorrow. 141st probabfy was the regiment which hit the two Bns. of Abn Bde at hills 694 and 
hill to i3 of 694. 

902. 1535 hrs 4 each 105s at 725874 and one at 702Q28 and one at 718902, 
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Thursd~-, 20 April 1972 (Continued) 

903. 1535 hrs· Div. confirnc?cl that t,-ro of four tanks t o t he S'.1 were destroyed ,ind t,-10 trueks - FAC , 
report'ld t hey destroyed all t hey saw - meey secondary explosions. ( Asstnned to be, a.':llllo.) 

904. General Crna!!ent: The onl,~ e:,,:planation for th., tar.ks enr! t!"Ucks in the vicinity cf 745817 is 
possible r eenforcemP.I1t effort ry thfl 7t h i:VA ::.Jiv. from t hr- sout h. If this be t?'l' 'l , then t he 2lst . 
ARVi : Div should move toward ~.n Loe with greater ease! 

905. 1700 hrs Sa,-rdust 1.-ihisl-:ey wants to 1<:n~ -, if it is correct t hat S11wdust ,,'hiskc,;t" and 7? arc, t o 
come to Hotel and Sa1-rdust i·ihiskey is to be replaced by Sa·wdust Tanro . Replied Reger. 

906. 1702 hrs Stinger 50 reported into net and to Boiler :,'his!-:ey. 

907. 17 45 hrs VG Bn. preparing evening meal vicinity of 7 41883 ar.d 7 43885. Also secondary ex­
plosions at 700812. 

908. 1800 hrs Bde~ staff and remnants of Bde. staff arrived at An I.oc - morale is low - but after 
a night's rest they should be okay! 

909. 2005 hrs 6th Bn. (Abn) is in heavy · contact - FA.Cs with very limited flares on station. We 
need FACs with flares, spectres, stingers, gun ships, TAC AL'Z and dedicated troops on the ground. 

910. 2025 hrs 6th Bn (-) one company - other 2 companies of the 6th Bn. are at appro:idJ:iately 
_ in heavy contact with :many wounded (Lt. Kelly is with these 2 conpanies). 

Fridav, 21 April 1972 

911. 0!15 hrs At 752863 VC digging in. 

912. Friendly locations: 5th Bn at 762858, 762863 (Oilskin Hotel); 6th Bn et 757873 (Boiler 1·/his- • 
key); 8th Bn at 758864 (Sm·rdust Tango). 

913. 0723 hrs 8th I3n. under mortar and small arms fire. tiothing 1"1.ore! 

914. 0728 hrs Spec'!; re 20 is on station. 

915. 08013 hrs Ser.ct snakes to 753863. Snakes returned to base because of treather. 

916. A relatively· ouiflt da..~ P'~nctuated by activity to extract two CQ~panies of the 6th Bn, Abn. 
Bde. which was successfully accomplished with exception of one platoon, approri'"lately 30 men. 
l:orth side cf An Loe still in the hands of IJVA. 5th Div. remains inside their tight perimeter with 
fighting trying to P'olsh out left to Abn Bde., Rangers and 81st Group. Just pefore dark, th,.re wes 
a heavy arty and mortar barrage and heavy small a:rms contact on the sonth. Vith the arrival of TAC 
Am and rain the attack was stopped. 'l\·70 B-52 strikes and 3 sky spots before 2200. Still no -re­
supply or evacuation of ;·/IA. Sanitary conditions are deteriorating and mass burial contirrues. 
Nedical supplies are growing scarce and water rer.iains a pritical problem. 

saturda-v, 22 .&.pril 1972 

917. Great deal to do about nothing! No resupply for 2 days. 

918. Hurricane 33 would like best estmate of civilians i n An Loe - 12,000 estimate provided af­
ter talkinz with CIT La and Province Chief. (Estimates range between l?.,000 to ::>0,000.) 

919. 0435 hrs B-52 strike at 700900. 

920. 0447 hrs 76091?. - location of 105 position. 
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Sunday, 23 April 1972 (Continued ) 

921. 5th '.iJA - ::,..t ; 174, 275 :-. ~rb~nts. 
7th !:VA - 165; 209; 141 R~gi~ents. 
9th i:VA - 272, 271, 95C Reginents. 

922. Tctsl of 10 civilians t aus far have been ldlled on ou:- CORDS C,:-mpound ! ( And temporarily bur­
i ed there.) 

923. 19-4-72 C'l9 XT 70G-360. 
20-4-72 174 XT 574496 . 

CT5 XT 787830. 
21-4-72 CT7 XT 644733. 

E-6 XT 630747. 
209 XT 759625. 

22-4-72 . C'l9 XT 737878. 

Positions of en~, units es best we can plot them; however I personal.1_7 subscribe to the belief 
t hat ma;t::- units have by-passed An I.oc and have moved further south. · "If" we could get resupplied 
end 11if 11 afterwards scmeone cou.ld convince General Huong to push out, I feel that it could be ac­
CO!!lplished - with losses for sure - but greeter losses would be inflicted upon the ener.,y end it 
would enha.,.,oe t he overall chances of cooplete victory - not only in Binh long Province but through­
out South Vietnam. The GVI! now has an opportunity to destroy the best Hanoi has to offer and they 
should not let the opportunity slip through their fingers!! 

924. On 19 April 1'?72 CPI' Charles M. Hall was \HA by a piece of shrapnel. 

925. 2021 hrs 155 positions 690871 and 715893. 

926. 2035 hrs Call from TRAC concerning Illllllber of civilians - Province Chief says close to 
20,000 - I passed to 1.fG Hollingsworth 16,500 people. 

lfondav 1 24 ~.pril 1972 

927. For the third day a block to the south of An I.oc wss cleared of USAF and reserved for VNAF 
to resupply the ABH Bde and extract their i·lIAs. This block w11s only used for approximately 40 
minutes but was blocked for about five hours each day. Closer coordination would allow for more 
efficient utilization of air space. For the first time the enemy mounted an attack just prior to 
darkness on the south, east and north. Close to 16000 rounds of mixed rockets, mortars and how­
itzers were thrown into the city. 

Tuesday, ?5 April 19z2 

928. OE?..s, EERs, awards, plaques, George Wanat (letter to his family) - Get members of the team 
together, political report, VN recommendations for awards, province report, check on IG Team visit. 
Approximately 14 April, 5th Division troops moved into Fort Prune and took it over. I don't know 
what the status is et that location. Cash register with approximately $150.00 in it was still on 
CORDS Compound - no key so we don 't know if money is still in it. I authorized civilians to use 
CORDS Ccmpound to live and eat all remaining food that was there. I checked with Tai Khanh today 
and he hes things still under control and has a 3 day supply of food rem111ining. Club snack bar 
operation needs to be closed end establishment of 'Qther Sundry Fund" must be completed. Claims 
of team members on combat losses must be processed!! Reconstitution of the t eBJ11 !! Another 6,000 
refugees left An I.oc yesterday and today - it is estimated that 10,000 civilietls rem~in in An I.oc!I!! 

9'29. There were troops in contact on the west at 75?.879, on the north at 753882 and in the south 
at 7521!:72 - TICs continued until about 1200 hours. Four·helicopters ceme in t o 752864 and evac­
uated more ~'IAs. Close to 2,000 rounds of mixed rockets, mortars, a.,d howitzers were thrown into 
the city - first reports received of enemy using 160rrrn mortar. 

Wednesdey. ?6 April 197? 
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'l'lednesday, 26 April 1972 (Continued) 

930. Enemy 155 howitzer positions at 705~13 and 695910. 

931. 5th and 8th Bn. under attack from 0500 hours until 1700 hours. Preceded by one of the heav­
iest mortar barrae:es concentrated in one area - owir t-00 rounds. One of the areas of greatest con­
cern was the penetration by the enern.T on the west (750831). Thre~ t~nks sited at 895735 and seven 
at 773FY!O. One additional AB~i 3n. CA 1d into area SE of Duce Vinh I (approximately 785805). 

932. Advise DEPCORDS to send ?!ajar Neale home ii' he hasn't already done so!! 

Thursdey, ZZ April 1972 

933._ A normal t:-Pe day with arty barrages, re511pply, medevacs and the tenacious enemy clawing 
closer and closer to the core of the city. The stagnant fixed positions of the defenders must be 
pushed out to alleviate the suffering and dying of the civilian populace and to exploit a thinning 
.force around the city. Received word that 4,000 more refugees had arrived in Chon Thanh. Estim­
ated number of refugees in An I.oc is now approximately 9,000. Received ·word at 2300 hours that 
Minh Thanh was under heavy attack (XT 643669). Called division twice and asked that they send 
help of some sort immediately. VNAF must vary its tactics; fouT days in a row tbey have flown the 
same Ptttern into the same LZ for resupply and medevac and ."char lie " has zeroed in on these areas. 
They need t o vary approaches and I.Zs. ;-feather was e<>od most of th,. da.T for TAC AIR and the night 
was perfect - clear sky with a full moon. 

Fridav, 28 April 1972 

934. Beautiful flying weather and TA'J AIR working nicel;v but still no "pushing out,,. by the ground 
ti-oops so in a day or so we will be bombing and strafing again in the same areas. 

0

Saturde~, 29 April 1972 

935. Refugees moving from Tan Ihl (XT 765770) north toward An Loe - best intelligence available 
indicates that 9th Division moved into Phuoc Long and 5th Division minus E-6 (heading south around 
Hinh Thanh) and (minus 174th rregiment around Tri T&T1) is in Loe rti.nh and moving north - 7th '.liv. 
or elements thereof are between Chon Thanh and An I.oc (209th ?!orth of Chor. Thanh) 141st and 165th 
Reg1Jnents are conspicuous by their absence. 429th Sapper Reg:i.n ent are car . ·i ed west of Hinh Thanh 
in Ta.7 l!inh Province. I believe that we have a thin screen of residual 9th Division P,,rsonnel sur­
rounding An Loe being supported by elements of the 69th Arty CCt!lllland. 

936. Building where !Joctor P.isch, Davidson, t!r--ale, l-Iauleon and Zeigler lived received a direct 
hit and burned totally. These four individuals are authorized to suhmit claL"Tls t or everything 
therein. C-ur CC~DS Headquarters l;,uilding has now received two direct hits but no fires, my office 
has been turned into a kitchen by parties unknOl·m. I am sur!:' that by now thP en:tire ':,uilding has 
been loobd . !!y j eep contirru.es to run - one of the very fei-r after eetting parts and tires fran 
other stricl~en vehicles. 

937. The Province Ch:!.·ef sent 3/18 Lie Doi, 212, 251 C<Jlllpan:i.P.s and thP intellig,mce platoon t o 
764FY75 and 766FY75 respectively - The 212 is to establish a !!DP at 76f-875. The 5th Bn. will )llOVe 
to 760860 and establish strong points at 757854 and 75884.P, -(ll55 hours). 

Sundav, JO April 1972 

938. Encn:r at 765878 and 7672:77. FriP.ndlics at 76MYT5 and 765rf.75. Contact at 1105 hours. From 
fri endly S,10!:e fire 150 meters to t he north-east. Contact brokP after 40 Minutes - r PstartP.d at 
1315 hours. Zneny at 7678713 and fricr.dlies at 7f-6877 . 

939. Friemlies at 764GSO along linP. t o 7~t873. Enemr l oc ation along line 767f378 to 76R877. 

940. 5th Division (rraneers and 81st Group) pushed north about 200 mP.ters. 150men of l/48th moved 
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Sunday, .30 April 1972 (Continued ) 

940. Continued - south behind 2 ATil! Bns . end another 80 men ere e~:11itine orders to movP. south . All 
elements of units in An lee were pushing cut with the note½le e.Y.ception of 5th Division forcPs. 
No resupply as of 1630 hours. 

941. 5th Div. - Fre 0 dom l-:cnitor - 61.05. 5th Div. (Act-,in Net) - Guitar Squirrel - 64. 15. COL 
Hiller - 62. LTC Benedict - 62A. l!AJ Borgstoff - 76. Binh long Province - Vivid Marshal "'.' 59.$5. 
52nd Regt - Hershel Uhiskey. 1st Bde. - Li.111it E."":tre - 64. 65. 3rd Bde. - Lunar Torreedor. 5th Bn, 
1st Ede - Bastille Salesman. Sth Bn, 1st Bde - Inccme Sl-'.illet. ~1st Div - Au\ ocret Alpine - 57 . 50. 

942. 2030 hrs Heavy contact with 5th e-11d Sth Bn, 1st Ede (AB!: ) - mortar barrage lasted 20 min­
utes - Spectre and FAC were sent. Chico .35 mis svpposed to put a set of A-7s in. Aircraft checked 
in with target known end identified. ~ 15.. m ~ 12. coordinatll ~ ili. ~ end lost the 
.flight. R<Jturned to base for fuel. 

Mondsv, 1 l-fa,v 197? 

94.3. 0825 hrs Sector requested an air strike along a line X_T 767878 to 768877. Contact lasted 
o.f'f and on until 16.30 hours •. Sector forces are egressively moving out in en effort to widen the 
perimeter to the east and SZ in support of the ABll Bde I s efforts to th<J push out to the south. 
RFs efforts were supported by air strikes and Spectre. CPT Gaynor end Hall lert end CPT Hensley 
arrived. 

Tuesdev, 2 1'a-v 197, 

944, Beginning morning hours were star-studded with a bright clear moon - around 0730 hours weath­
er started closing in mald.ng TAC AIR support difficult to work. Five tanks assP.mbl:,- srea is vic­
inity of 787875 north to 787888. Reported by civilian who worked his way free of the NVA. 

945. 0830 hrs At 770870 snti-aircraft site (Thu Bon). Closel;v from 500 m<>te-:-s to NW. 

946, 1400 hrs COL Nhut requested air strike or Spectre to operatP in block '767884, 768R82, 773-
888 and 775886. BDA for Chico 33 this morning - captu red many claymore mines, end many blood 
trails with evidence that dead and wounded were pilled away to the north and northeast. 

HednesdeY, 3 Hav 1972 

947. Sector desires to pish toward Thu Ton (770870) and has requested an air strike to precede 
their movement. 775876 to 770870 was reouested direction of strike. Fighters took ground fire 
from 775874 - TAC AIR hit area of ground -fire at 783865 - Chico 11. 

948~ 769884 to 775886 tree line·. Friendly unit et 768873. Also anti-aircraft fire .51 Cal et 
775860 (1800 hrs). • 

949. 2.3.30 hrs Three vehicles were spotted moving from east to west towards An Loe on Highway 303, 

Thursda-v. I, Hav 1972 

950. A ouiet d~y beginning with one company of the 5th Bn, 1st ABN r-de being ordered to recon out 
''in fron~ or the 7th ?.egiment position"??? Unit ran into light resistancP. but was successful in 
checking out area in 01,.estion. Question really is ''1,my couldn't the 7th R.egt pPrforrn t'iis mission 
inste ad of ordering another unit t o backtrack from l Ym to mov,.. into position???" Fe°l'rer air strit:es 
lead one to believe that pressure is greater in other locations than An lee. ~T Huong, interJ)!'e­
tor d<?.serted today . Lai IQ-le wa.s notified (SFC BoylP.) and advis '?d hiril to turn Hnong over to V., HPs. 
AJ.so talked with Boyle ahoi.:.t getting rice and other supplies ordered by COL Nhut ovPr two weeks 
from III Corps. Colonel !:hut I s P.stmate of rn.unbPr of rdug,,es is now 11rN1nd ~O ,ooo Pf?ople in and 
armmd Ar: Loe. Binh long Hospital resl:'mbles e pig stY·'• filth and litter and hlm-m ou t wt1lls and 
roofs, no saniter-J cori.ditions could possibly be echicved in such an enviro!1'11ent: I officially 
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Thursday, 4 :lay 1972 (Continued) 

0 50. Contirn1°d - confi:nn'!d total destruction r-f te8l!l house and 0 vPrything th0 r<?in. I 8l!l Advised 
tr.at it was A bomb run t hat f-=ll short that did thP. Job (CDU 24 run). Only facility on the cCM­
pound still standine is the t!"ailer with the rear end blown out of it. Also notified !Joyl., that 
Hall And Ga.,=or could ber,in p!"ocessing their clai~s for t otal COl'l~at loss. I A~ sure my medical 
and dental records plus r eceipt f or rosewood chest at Tsr Concession WP.re destroyed. I thin!-· I 
had approxi--:i.ately. ~40/~45 as a balance - all records on land pnrchasr. in l'..C., ell hank statoments 
and cancelled and unused checks, incane tax records. W-2 fonns also destroyed. 

951. PF platoon at Thu Bon received mortar fire at ?.130 hrs from 776874 frm 600 meters to the 
,.rest. 

952. Sector desires air strikes for · (5 Hay - 0000 m-s) two locations 775.(J'"/5 and 77lf370. SP.ctor 
troops will move into these locations, thP. return to perim~ter 775875 is s 11sp,,cted sites of mortar. 
A.fter moving into 771,no, the I&R platoon will r!'Jllein in place. Passed rec,nP.st to Div. 

953. vr; on Tri are improving defenses and sanitary conditions, e.g. dir,gin.'.! trenches between pe!'­
imeter defensive positions, su:nps, and individual fightinc positions. Horal" - no visible change. 
Everyon,~ who speaks .English (peons, I mean) want to lmow when the A:lVN will get to An Loe. Many 
wounded a!"c still manning the perb1eter. In one case, an ARVr Pvt with both legs and one a:rfll ban­
daged was holding a sand bag 1-dth his one good arm while another wounded man filled the bag. A 
Vl'.A.F resupply/medevac mission succP.ssf't:lly ccrr..pletP.d at 1330 hrs. l-,r. (US) had nc notice that it 
ms coming . About 30 seconds before the choppers landed, the first mortar round hit the 5th Div. 
chopper pad. Sec:ond round hit inside Tri front p:atP., then !"P.r.taining rounds w,,nt· into tJ-:n edgP. of 
the rubber. I ran t01·:ard chopp,:, r pad to see if Hr. Thieu ( Nguyen), form.er mechanic at Ioc Ninh 
was put on. He· had not P.Ven been taken to the pad. People caring f or Thieu complain that his 
wounds are stinki.~g badly. :b go back a bit, the fact that the first mortar rou.~d hit before 
choppers arrived alludes to the proba½ilit:, that NVA ~) have sone type of early warning system set 
up to the S3. Thank goodness their mortar fire hasn't hit the highwe.y yet. I fe~.l the appr0ach 
route and landing site should: be chang0;d. Tcday was a good day for Halo C-130 resupply. Only 
thre'? pallets uere kn01-m lost, and attempts werP. made to destroy them. He n01-1 have an operational 
81mm behing the mess hall. Gen. HollingS1·10rth sent PSA. a bottle of J eek Daniels ( came in yesterday). 
Gen. Holling51-,orth appeared to be cheerful and optimistic during his daily fly-over. (~elief by 
the weekend? l /hat I s up•? Only the Shadow lmows.) 

Friday. 5 May 1972 

J 954. 771870, 775869 and 775863 fJom 1 r1111 to west. Air strikes and resupply operP.tions overlapJ)P.d 
and eeneral confusion reigned until appron.mately 1400 hours. Medevl!c camP. in and Hr . Thieu, 
lJguyen, was gotten out on it ,.at approximately 14lO hours. Assisted CPI' Hensley in getting 'Ihlen 
on chopper and carrying for him was: I!guyen Ho Anh, OOB 16 Si>p ·45, POB Nam Dinh (!-MJ), SE 6f./159.-
875. I recommend him for the Bronze Star with "V" (device. Learned later that this chopper was 
hit and he didn't get out after all!!! -

955. I officially recommend CPI' Hell, Gaynor and Hensley for the Silver Star with ''V" device for 
valorous acts in directing air strikes ~gainst attacking NVA agl!inst Territorial Forces positions. 
Braving artillery end mortar fire directing P.Vacuation of seriously wounded personnel, etc, etc. 
Hall and Gaynor from _ April to l Hay 1972 and Hensley for period l MBY to __ 1972. Advisor 
to 52nd RP.gt after HAJ Heney was medevaced - CPI' J&'Iles 'tfi. lbanks, SilTer Stl!r with "V" for period 
12 April through _ Hay 1972. 

956. Hortar position at 780881 at 1445 hours firing on friendlies moving to the south end east. 

957. I certify that C?I' Hensley was HIA (slight) during the medical evacuation operation on 5 !,fay 
1972. 

958. ?fortar position at 780881 - put air strike into that area - Chico 30. 

959. 1945 hrs tlumerous reports (A.BN, Ranger and 5th Div) that a large fire and T11any secondary 
explosions were observed at XT 7888 (site of PSA's . adjustment of TAC AI~ on suspect~d mortar posi­
tion). 

960. SubsequP.nt report of vehicle lights near the scnr,p r;it fire (-11959). Due t o btvi weether, we 
were unable to get Stinger into the area. COL Corley just remcJ11bered t ii @lt ~1rs. l·1lut ha1 8 birth-
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I Friday, 5 Hay 1972 (Continued) 

960. Continued - day on 3 May. 

961. PsA called CPI' Davis, 5th Div TOC in Lai !<he and passed messAfe to thP highest authority and 
Hr. Rice : "Imperativ"' that Minh Thanh Hamlet r eceive food and supplies." (COL Nhut reported " Pr­
lier that thP 300 still there have eY11austed all food supplies. EArlier drops (presumably Halo) 
drifted an1 l1U1ded 1 to 2 Kn from t hf' hamlet. 

962. Now, concerning torlay (5 rfa.,..,.): SPveral Halo supply drops w1arP m11de, but t hP m11jority eithl'Jr 
were lost (west of the perimeter) or stre~~er ed in. The supplies recovered included mortar 8llllno 
(60 and SJ.nn), ric e, small arms s.=o, and C-rations (frvit and meat). Initially, here on Tri, it 
was "grab and run ", but the sect or sergeant major did an admir13bl e job of 'houchoring a detail · t o 
safeQ.!ard, stockpile and distribute the supplies. Sane 81lllllO is scattPred around thP compound, but 
the majority is near the south and eastern perimet er in holes. The remainine gas (I saw about 6-
55 eal druras) is buried near the generator shed . One B-52 strike went in at 2315 hrs northeast of 
7688, 1000 meters from friendlies. l!o effect on friendlies was reported. And that Is the day that 
,-ras, Frida.,v, 5 Hay, the 27th day of the Siege of An Loe. 

Saturday. 6 1-!ev 1972 

963. l'he following is the substance of info r eceived from a FDl'i captured in action on the morning 
of 6 Hay. (RlW was wounded, and the other three members of his patrol were KIA.) row was Assis­
tant Oo of B-3 Co. of the 2-23 Sapper Bn, an element of the 5th NVA (VC) Division. His unit ,-tas 
entrenched along t he s ;J corner of Quan Loi airstrip, and was on a scrounging mission on the S3 
edge of An Loe near Highway 303 when CIA by members of the 399th P.F Co. 

The 5th NVA lJiv has sever al units, including a recon company, in well constructed bu.'lkers and 
defensive ·positions along a line from XT 853857 - XT 853869. • 

A Bn, not fri_endly, ls in defensive positions about 500 neters NW of Tan Hnng, The positions 
are approxi."'.lately 600-800 meters l ong and run from NE to si-! on t h0 SZ sloJ)"'. 

A Bn sized group containing an engineer company and a sapper company is dug in on a line from 
XT 819907 to IT 825910 on the SS sid"' of the air strip. The unit has the mission of firing on any 
aircraft which attempts t o land on the airstrip (SIC). 

A company of infantry, not friend],,v, and the car.pany of which FCV was XO, is located i n defen-
sive positions alonr, a liM running from XT 807898 to XT 807904, S'. f of t he Qi · ,in Loi airstrip. • 

6 well ca'!loflagP.d 105m how.i. tzers of unkn01-m manufacture s"are located . in the rubber ·plantation 
in the vicinity of YT 827894. The guns are not dug i n and re~dy to .rire. 

6 well ca-:ioflagod tanks ( t ype unkno,-m, but presumed to be T-54s) a:r-e located in the vicinity 
of YT 795885 (Eote: last night, 5 1'.ay, Sectr.e- r.,,·ceived reports of tank:- at 8087. Stinger was un-
ablP. to verify the report.). - "'- , '.i(,. • 

3 anti-aircraft machine guns are emplaced in a triangular configuration in the vicinity of XT 
825917, north of the end of the Q..i an Loi airstrip. 

At 1500 hrs yesterday (5 Hay) all' ( ?) indi victuals were resupplied . Personal isS'.Jes were 14 
kilos of rice,½ kilo of sugar, 1 bo:x of dried (powdered) rai lk and 1 kilo of beef. The issue was 
in preparation for another attack on An Loe by t he 5th Div. roi; stated that the attack ordP.r had 
not yet been given. The 5th Div is to attack An Loe, take the city and continue to move south. 
(The only ti~e fra~e mentioned ltas that the 5th !)iv had r eport ed to COSVN that i t could ta~e An 
Loe in t1-ro days.) An Loe is then to be secured. by the 9th ?:VA Div and local force VC. 

RlU' s unit ,-ras part of force that pushed the 6th ABN Bn off of the hill at XT 796874 on 20 
April. 

KO 's company has from 58-60 people. Assigned eq_uipnent is: 2° ,._v,, _ 4 CKC, 3 B-40 launchers, 
23 B-40 rcunds , 1 8lnn mortar with 38 r ounds , 1 K-54, 90 laree (SIC ) hand grenades, 21 Ko of C-4, • 
17 flares , 53 snail her..d grenades, 210 detonators (SIC ), 381 detonators (SIC), 4 pair wire-cutters, 
3 watches, 3 c=passes and one pair of binoculars. 

T'ne units around Q.1an lC>i have been r etrieving supply drops which have drifted el'ISt of An Loe. 
Two platoons, not friendlies, are stationed near Highway 303, vicinity XT 769885 and have the mis­
sion of r et rieving t he supply drops , 

Rl~-! r eports that the 5t h Div r eceived a r esupply from evacuation yesterday. Siened - CPT 
Donald!!. Hensl ey Sr. (as received from ~-IAJ Thiet, s. s-2). 

964. 1035 hrs Sector report s 03 VC KI A and 01 VC CIA vicin:it;r 7788 , by 399 RF Co. Pr1al:im inter­
r oe;ation r eport : CIA is a member of 2nd Rn, 272 Regt . 272 has three b11ttE1lions: 1 is Nl-8 of An 
Loe on lin~ 800 meters l one, vicinity 765890 on latitude of appro~atel,v ?80°, one Bn is south cf 
Quan Loi airstrip, vicinity 8108$81 and one Bn south of Tan Loi vicinity 700884. Y.ore info to f ol­
l ow. 
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Saturda:r, 6 !·fay 1972 (Continued) 

965. Anti-aircraft site 780890 .37mr.i observed by 214 R.~ Co. Notifi~d Jiv. and advised them that 
we could adjust - Vr!AF hit it without adjusting. 

966. 1420 hrs ResupplJ' opP.ration. Supplies w-?re delivered but no p~tients were evacuated - birds 
did not sit down. 

967. XT 60586(, - .47= anti-aircraft gun at 1715 hrs. I:otified Div. and they put a strike in! 

968. Hr. lam Hen died yesterday at the CORDS Ccnpound. He was head of the guards at Fort Prune 
before Rangers and 5th Div troops forced thP.Jll out!! 

969. 'lhe food 1rop to the 300 souls at Hinh Thanh outpost was completed. 10 p11rach11tes outside, 
one landed inside . 3/25 suffered 3 KIA and 3 \!IA in an effort to get SO"le of the other pallets. 
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970. Called SFC Boyle and emphasized necessit7 for r esupply at Hinh Thanh a17ain. Also emphasized 
that it is imperative that An -Loe be relieved before the next onslaught is released by the !NA a­
gainst An Loe. 

971. Talked with BG FcGiffert by phone _and he is leaving T.RAC on 8 Hay 172. To Clark for S<"Veral 
da.."s then r P.turn for reassigrr.ent to H.4.CV. Talked lrith HG Hollingswo::-th about the need· for B-52 
strikes against the 5th ;-;VA Div in their asseubly and headquarters areas to thP. east of An Loe. 
He assured me we would get stri!,es into that area -: the IO'.·l interrogation must have corroborated 
earlier intelligence because one strike also went into the area last night. 

972. Received word from lei Ehe that next big attack against An Loe would come within the next 72 
hours. j)ocuments, radio traffic and rou report indicate another big attack but no time J'ra:ne other 
than lO ·i-iay Hhich does coincide. But. report of a fresh division frcn Car.ibodia is a new twist. 

97"-. 'I-Tent to Team 47 Headquarters building t o OJ)P.n safe and get monP.:y anr-1. a.oc11JT1ent9 th,.re from . 
All safes had been f orced open and looted and inside of buildine had been wrecked by mortar a.TJ.d 
artillery fire and uninvited occupants. They had ripped and torn , mutil~ted anct · ruined what re­
mained and were living in an an:imalistic state - on the floor ",ith desks, chairs, charts, t:rpe­
",riters, etc, etc, piled above them surrounded by lruman fecal matter 11nd urine right next to dirty 
cooking utensils. Evidence of prior looting was everywhere - including SECRET Vll doctL"lents left 
lying around ''helter skelter. " Selvaged Pres. I!ixon I s and Ur. Walkinshaw' s pictures and that was 
about it!! • 

974. • I hope· that what I s1r1-1 and witnessP.d today is not typical of th 0 'brave I defenders of An Loe. 
First, Javor, OOT Luong and I moved Hr. Thieu to the pad f or another (the 10th?) attP,1I1pt at medevac . 
The guards ( ?) at the pad cont emptuously 11sked why we go t o so much trouble for an old man 'I-men 
many cf their soldiers had been wounded end not medevaced. (I·1could have replied that if the well 
and runr'.ir.g-wounded would do t heir duty, rather than rushing on and assa11lting the choppers, the 
bad:cy. ·wour.cted could have gotten out.) ':le made no r eply., At 1140 hrs, three VNAF choppers came 
in, passrJd over the ass-,rabl ed wounded at the p11d and truc1< t hen larufod on t he old 5th Div p11ri. No 
one ·was r.iedevaced when the t hree went out. ( Perhaps all was not wasted: The incaming hit t he Tri 
pad, rather than thA 5th Div. This points 01.1.t t he wiseness of switching landing sitl:'s.) After 
returnine ;rr. Thieu to his bunker, the lord'.cy occupants refused t o allow us to thP. rocrn whP-re he 
had been. S[t i,ghia, f omerly a TOG interpretor, was orn'! of t he 7 or 8 individuals "me r,, ade the 
galla:.t stand in· the bunker dcor. (HP. will be rrmeMbero.d ! ) Er. Thit:>u is i n what has now been 
desienated t he medical bunker. . 

?-!y vocabnlar:r is not big enough t o prope!'ly describe rn.,v f eP.lines when I went ·with LTC Corley 
to our old S-1; pride and cent er of activity f or Team 47. :-Jore damage had been done by looters 
than mcrtar air artiller:,· fire. The safe in !'.r. lice I s office Hhich had b"en COJ'l.entf'd into the 
,-,all had been blast ed off and opened. The charred r emains lav in the out e::- offic e. LTC Cor l"Y I s 
office.: was occupied 11y s cmc repr'c'sentative r.anp01·l"' r of t h,:, 5th !)iv. They had stockpiled f oori and 
nedical snpplies tmd gave t he appearar.ce of hidine. That huiLiing ,,,ill require considP.rable clean­
ing and airine before . ;Lt can be occupied by h1'::aP.ns . (Gcd;·was I PJ7[:r'Y when I saw the no.ss.) 

Cn t he brichter sirk , resup;:,ly t octa.~' was great. Only one pact landed m:tsirl.e · t hr- perirn,, t 0 r 
and it's i n a placP. lffi<:?re t he VC can't eet it. A B-5?. strike =nt i n at ?.340 hrs , 1-rest of An Loe, 
scaring hell out 0f beaucou~Vidna,e se and Co Vans ! '.y . - by CPI' He:nslP.y . 
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975. 1120 - 1235 hrs Tried t o ~et t hr ough t o Lai Khe to pass list of needed supplies, but t '1., 
line was i n constant use b:- the ;,th Div. (i;y boi-tels loos-=ned up toda."V f 0r the first t :iMP. . IlP­
P.::2 ! I!) 

976. "For Those :.'ho Have Fought And Almost Died, Life And Libert~, Have A Special Flavor That The 
Prot ected 0 :ill l!ever ::r..cw. " - Unl:no:-m. 

977. I officially certif:' that all P-=:- sonal. and t eam propP.rty of Tca1:1. 47 can ne written off. WP 
went to Fort Prune today and all personal. i:.nd te!!1'1 property has disappeared. Mr. Davc-mport Is r oom 
was the same as the r est. Human f ecal matter and urine all over the pl.ace. It was occupied by 
PSDF and Suzie I s fa.-:u.~ ( 12 total.). 

978. CORDS Compound personnel have fine~ opened up the well and they now have good water and 
plenty of rice. ·suzic and Ft Prune people need mor e food and diarrhea pills. 

979. l;e must get the rice r esupply drop on a dedi cated aircraft with notificati on to Sector or me 
before it drops. I've tal..lced with JIG Hollingsworth, COL Tallman and Hr. !-fetcalf about this pr ob-
1=. Also SFC Boy le at Lai :-:he ! ! 

900 .. LTC Corley got a 2 inch laceration on his r ight upper a mi todey. He's not sure lmat caused 
it, but it probabl y came from shrapnel cf either a rocket or mortar which hit l1hile he was outside 
this morning. He washed and dressed the wmmd himself. 

981. The Civilian :::ompound is a t otal lrreck ( as previously stat ed ). 12 bodies 11re in temporary 
(hopefully) graves on the lower l evel south corner. I WAS surprised thAt one of t he T-54s hpd. 
driven over the fenc e and over the site which later became t he greve site . T1Ji Khanh fired M- 7~s 
at the tank and chased it away . LTC Corley 's safe w~s intact and he retrieved some of his persomil 
papers and his K-54. The loyalty and dedication of the guuds must be rewuded. Some of the ve­
hicles on the compound mey be repairable. The PRU Compound could all'."1n be m111de liveable after con­
siderable work. The commander of the PSDF assured the Colonel and f that he would direct his PSDF 
members to clean the buildings of t~ash and fecal matter and dig sanitary faciliti es. In view of 
the feet that this will probably again be my heme, I will personAlly follow ,.1p on t his, Ever;rthir.g 
(I ·mean evervthi ng) has been taken from the compound, (Air con:iitioners, beds, wall l ockers, dish~ 
es, tables, chairs, fini het roi.) Rockets had .hit each building once, but they can be repaired. 
The generators appear to be okay, as is the lniter tank. Oh yes, all windows and doors have been 
rsnoved. 

982. The one VNAF resupply/medevac was not announced (to U.S.). 3 chopr-:rs landed on the 5th Div 
pad at 1120 hrs and t ook out two loads of people (wounded? 1·Jho !mows?) Halo re.supply t ook a new 
twist with ''high velocity" drops (small chutes which open high and fall rapidly). This method 
appears to be an improvement because the landing zones were a maximum of 200xl00 merers. ill pal­
lets were apparently recovered. 

983. 1940 hrs VN reported mortar !'iring at 745865 and requested air strike. 

984. 2020 hrs Got slow movers to put in_napalm and several hard banbs. Secondary explosions ob­
served. 

985. 2130 hrs COL Nhut reported l i ghts and secondary explosions vi~inity 747863 . Reouested air 
strike, but 62R reports FAC busy with four targets, of higher priority. 

986. 2135 hrs Stinger 58 going t o look at 747863. Mortar going in t here, stinger will observe. 
2140 hrs he's seen fires and secondaries. Correct 50 meters west t hen 75 south1 then east 60- •5 
meters. 

987. Passed info to CPr Delvin at Lai Khe about air drops of f ood for r efugees. HP. w11s directed 
to notify Hr. Rice and he woul d wo r k out t he details, plus prepare "gcodie dr op" to be placed on 
next chop~ r that brings in and t akes out .~ ericans. Colonel Hiller should be going out thP next 
run. Tentatively planned for 10 Hay 1.972. 

988, At 767874 - r eport of enem_~ movement. At 760870 and 770870 re~uested illumination. Movements 
tonight indicate that the enemy is positioning his troops for another go 111t An I..oc. 
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989. (1) See Dr. Quy and have him check Hr. Thieu (mechanic). (2) Check Intel Platoon and deter­
mine what tripped all those cla.,Vl!lores. (3) Check on rice (food) drop. (4) Drawing stinger 8WIIY • 

from TIC??? (5) Food and medicine for Suzie at FP.U , (6) Cigarettes f or Tai Khanh - and food for 
Tai Khanh but no rice - they have plenty!! 

990, Sector has established a serious~ wounded area with Dr. Quy and Dr. Phuoc and the ABN Bri­
gade doctor in attendance; it's in a bunker on sector canpound and th" "Perating roOM is row being 
established, • 

991, Had my first confrontation with Colonel Nhut today concerning food and medical supplies. The 
clearing of the air may have done some good. It's too early to say at this time. 

992, Pres N:i:xon's tal.~ - Haiphong harbor will be mined, but not activated until after 3 daylight 
periOds. During this period ships would be allowed to l eave. At the conclusion of the 3 days 
ships will enter and depart at their own risk. Pres. stated that at the (1) CClllpletion of return 
home of all PO'. fs and (2) a cease fire under supervision of an International Control C=ission 
that ALL US FORCES would be returned to the United states, frnm that date, within four months. 

993, Requested 30,000 units of cholera units (Province Chief) - hopefully they will be sent soon­
est!! 

994, Artillery fire increased fran 1800 to time of writing (2145 hrs). M7 ;personal feeling is 
that the !:VA ,-,ill attack An Loe ld.thin the next 36 hours! I 

Wednesdav, 10 !'.e,,;- 197 2 

995~ Colonel rtl.ller and CPT 1·!ilbanks successfully evacuated from An Loe. COL Ulmer and HAJ Hal­
lum, Joe arrived at 0610 hours. (9 Hay E-6 Reefa1ent report 0 d at ~T 840830). 

Four more civilia.'1s were ld.118d on CC~DS Ccopou.nd - 3 children and l woman. This brings to 
14, the number of people buried on our ca,ipound~ 

105 and 155 reported in grid souare 755930, 755925, 7€-8930, 768925, (1:eported by HA,T Qui. 
Info rela_ved to Honitor 62.'""!. for exploitation.) · 

996. Hensley - Hail for COL Corley and I c&T!le in this morning, on the chopper. There were no other 
supplies. l/hy??? He have called to 1ai r'.he rrumerous times and realt':'ste~ medicines, food, and 
health and cor.u'ort itens. There i •s no apparent sense of urgency or prio-lty applied to our re­
quests, Someone must exert effort to fulfill our requests, and act with some sense of urgency. 

997. There was plenty of ro= on the chopper to bring in the i terns we requested. ( Perhaps there 
are some serious deficiencies in our supply system?? l!a,ybe someone should take a critical look.) 

998, FSA, LTC Taylor, and I went to 5th Div TOC at 1130 hours. · shortly after we arrived, incan­
ing mortar i,:nited s supply pallet just outside the TC G. CS gas, possibly frf!n t '.'1 ,;, pallet, drifted 
through th-e TOG and compound and we had to put on our protective masks. Enroute to and fran the 
5th Div TOG we saw numerous smr.nmition pallets (snail a:nns and 90mm which had not been retrieved. 

Thursdav, 11 I!a•r 197z 

999. · 0330 hrs At 766m7 enemy contact. Friendlies et 765m5, Put strike in 766881 to 767m8. 
75 PJl. located 77om5 - mortars fired irnnediat -? ly and cut off st 0350 hours to 'allow fighters in! 
Sundog 37 t ook over from Chico 33. At 769m3 another 75 :.m. 

'1000. 042.g hrs At 766381 reported tanks on road. 

1001. 0440 hrs B-40 fire on NP at 753m 3. Along a line 765C75 to 767875 Priority 1. 

1002. 041¼7 hrs At 7138901 probable 105 position firing (FAC o~served). 

1003. 0515 hrs r:VA using gas ae:ainst HP - also 52nd (1/4g area). 
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Thursde:-, ll :ray 1972 (Continued) 

1004. 0525 hrs 4 tan.1.:s inside binn ½ block on the ·w,st. 750880 - 2 te.nks. 753170 - 2 tanks. 

1005. 0730 hrs One tank destroyed at 754$68 by Sector and l/48th. 

1006. 752873 is s-.r corner of NP cOr.J.pound. Cobras worldng. Dang"'r 79 says t?llO has been diverted 
and should come in very soon. 

1007. 0805 hrs 2nd report at XT 746~3 .51 Cal position. 

1008. 0807 hrs ~resh site ___ of A-37 (All FACs left station without pennission.). 01 report: 
XT 749880 (tank location, stationary, no troops noticed in the vicinity). 

1009. 0825 hrs Unable to contact Chico ll to report above. 

1010. 0810--0830 hrs Complete absence of air cover and FACs ( Note: at 0810 a Hawk was reported 
dO'l-m north of to1m. Apparently all F ACs are working on rescue (?). ) 

lOll. 0829 hrs Province Chief requested CBU strike at 765880, 767880, 765f!r13, 767873 center of 
mass at 766878. Eearest friendly 350 meters to the 'trest. 

1012. 0830 hrs Five Chieu Hoi &!'rived at elst ABN Ranger Group, 

1013. 0855 hrs Last air strike was at 0755 ,hrs. This probkm with FACs leaving push ·without 
pei:u:ission must be corrected. 

1011,.. 0858 hrs Discussed FAC problen with DangEtr 79. 

1015. 0907 hrs Heavy arty 1-mrning at exact time FAG came on station. 

1016. 0909 hrs 
to 1Iol'litor 62. 

Danger 79 'l-18nts matter of record on nerl TAC ~.n. strike arrival at An- Loe. 
Cancelled out by crash!! 

Passed 

1017. 0913 hrs AP.C Lights will go in at same tim.e . Str~ight from D!!Tle'P.r 79. Pessed to ell n_cs. 
Passed to l-:onitor 62 es ,-rell! I 

1018. 0920 hrs k'1C Light to west. Sldllet Hotel reported secondaries l'lnd fires on an azimuth of 
approxi.'llately 275°. 

1019. 0925 hrs Geronimo 6 called to check on TAC AIR. R0plied "no", but that we had indications 
it ,-,as on the way. Geronimo 6 talked with Chico ll. Chico appeared skeptical about the weather 
conditions and apprehensive about "losing another bird today." 

1020. 0930 hrs Chico ll checked in with napalm. Hented and cot approval t o pit it in the CBU 
Box to the east. 

1021. COL I!hut reported receiving a report that an ~19 1-,as do,-m vicinity 764875 - 0935 hours. 

1022. 0939 hrs COL llhut directed that a 9Q;m R.11 be sei-it to police compound to protect the S\-l cor­
ner. 

1023. COL N!mt reported the doi,mect Aircraft was on 0-2. DO'l-med by a Heat Seeking missile. 

1024. 0946 hrs Dang~r 79 called reference do\-med 0-2. 

1025. 0947 hrs Notified we would get Cobra support for rescue attempt. Out.look 24 is Cobra t ea"l, 
Rash 10 is FAC. 

1026. 0950 hrs Last t hree num':lcrs on Chico ll's tail ar~ 060. 

1027. 0955 hrs 742'.':83 - Sldllet Hotel report es location of gi'r. (?) that shot dm-m two planes. 

10:23. 1005 hrs Ger cniDo 6 advised t:iat Ai1C Lieht would go i:. at 10::>0 h011rs and ell craft s..1-iould 
be alcrte1. lOOt Rash 10 so edvisGd . 

1029. 1011 hrs h...1C L.i.1:;ht 1:;1 of to,-m. (Give 1 e.'"Tl hell!!) Clos~!! 
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Thursday, 11 ;rs;,, 1972 (Contirrucd) 

1030. 1030 hrs TAC fie;hte rs worked over tree line at approri.riatel~r 766":77. 

1031. 1059 hrs COL i:hd reported close-iri contBct at 763'175 and recuests close support. 

1032. 1100 hrs Cobras in area abost out of ammo and 11n11 ':le to fly the mission. 72A suggP-sted 
v;r AD c::iuld fly the mission. Suegestion passed to CCL I:i-mt. 

1033. 1104 h:-s 2 r-'-4s on stetion. P~r re-:,uest of CC'L Ten th<> str i ke . is to ~c north to south o:­
south to north from 766874 to 765&30 about 100 meters east of t he strea~. Sundog 28 is controlling 
t he - stri!-:e. 

1034. 1114 hrs B-52 strike went in SH of t01-in. 

1035. 1120 hrs Cloud cover has closed in east of t01-m, too low to put in F-4s. Possibly we can 
hit ""1-rith a sl01-rer bird lat<:lr. FAG and F-4s snapped up by 72A. . 

1036. 1135 hrs Cutlook 25 checked in, is looking for Stmdog 34, la·st hearq fran before heavy arty 
l-larning. 

1037. 1155 hrs Hea-vy arty -warning from now until 1215 hours. 

1038. 1228 hrs H-72s, 57 F.R, 90 F.F. and a,tl!!lo. Passed request to Danger 79 !or listed items at 
1228 hOU!"s. 

1039. 1300 hrs Heav:r arty warning. 

1040. 1310 hrs 766t.r/5 57 R..1 - counter mortar put on 57 RR. 

1041. 1332 hrs 2 Spectres all night - one with 105 howitzer. (Received word from Danger 79.) 

1042. 1445 hrs Ene.".'ly canpany reported at ___ - Chico '.'11 has good mark on cent'lr of mass -
need to work 100 n':lters to north and 100 r-ieters to south of mark ( Passed to Chico 31). 

1043. 1535 hrs 752873 ene.:y digging in - j ust outside the her.n. (Passed to Chico 31.) Nearest 
f'riendll<:ls at 755870 and 753S75. 

1044. 1545 hrs Heavy arty ,-rarning. 

1045. 1551 hrs B-52 strike. 

1046. 1615-1.622 hrs CBU strike at 764874 on the east. 

1047. 11:50 hrs .:Ieceived heavy arty warning for 1655 hours. 

1048. 1658 hrs Anc Ll.ght in directly east of town, clos e . 

1049. 1700 hrs Chico 31 being replaced by Chico 35, 

1050. 1732 hrs At 74;11372 2 tanks were observed. Report from 5th Div. 

1051. 1751 hrs Chico 35 reported that t-2A had a higher priori_ty for the napalm on station. 

1052. 1800 hrs Request by LTC Ton for three Sky Spots: CO!!: (1) 74090R; (2) 756925; (3) 780920. 

1053. 1755 hrs Above request r cl~ed to 62 via 72A. 

1054. 1815 hrs r:essage from Da~er 79. 4 A-37, CBU, HB l~O hcurs, 18'_3() 3 F-4s with HapP., HB. 
l -'330 3 F-4s with ,:ape, ar.d J-:ard 1-icr:cbs on the wa,"'. 

1055. 1820 h~s 752t.r/2, 763873, 763~75 should be hit. 

105t- . • 1q23 hrs Spectre c0r.1es up at 1900, switch aro·md as n<>ed ~d, coordinatP with 6'?.. • (HP-ss!lee 
from DaP..s;er 79 .) 

1057 . 1825 hrs I)-0!;1 f 2A : 155s (friendl y fr= Tnng Ir Chon) ar~ D.Qi sh0~ti ng at this ti~e . 
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1058. 18?.7 hrs ~!e will g~t t.-37s first to hit target on SI T. A-37s · are arrr l wit 'i some type of :·JP, 

1059. 1831 hrs Targets (in order of priority) passed to Chico J5. 

1060. 1850 hrs Chico 35 advises that, considering the advance to be used~ ta~c~t point is very 
close to fri endlies. I sugeest target area further to s outh, so that spread will still hit target 
area. 

1061. 1855 hrs Putting in 'ilP and };-82s vicinity 752872. 

1062. 1920 hrs 752872 troops diggine in - Naped!! 

1063 . 19~ hrs 770876, 77287S, 771874, 774876 106 rm. 
1064. 192S hrs · 743877 .51 Cal. 740874 vehicles. 

1065. 1937 hrs 77387 4 tank. 

1066. 1939 hrs 345° azimuth tr.! aua.~drant, (5th Bn callee. it in). 23 or 37mm anti-aircraft wea­
pon position. 757876 (5th Iln .CP).· . 

1061. 2015 hrs (1) 764875, (2) 766874 - targets given Chico 35. Ter&et fr'l is a 57 RR, target #2 
is an 82m::l mortar (lights observed in vicinity of 12, possibly a tank or a wheeled vehicle). 

1068. 2047 hrs ARC Light in. 

1069. 2050 hrs Chico 35 read:' to put in strike, but requests a flare. Strike ca.11celled in east 
due to wasting time. strDce passed to Skillet Hotel. 

1070. ·2115 hrs Priority for i'uture targets: (1) 57mm RR at 764875, (2) 81mm and vehicle(s) at 
766874, (3) 752871 (possible vehicles inside tree line). 

') 1071. 2140 hrs 768873, three tanks moving from east to west reported by Sector Duty Officer. 
LTC Ton awa!cened and he gave the above corrected coordinUes. 

1072. 21¼ hrs ~B.C Light in. 

1073. 2243 hrs Ai.'lC Light strike in. 

Friau, 12 Mex 1272 

1074. 0455 hrs Al'lC Light strDce in. 

1075. 0520 hrs COL llhut reported a 57nm RR firing at 768875 and an 82nnn firing at 775875. Called 
62 for air strike but was told the FACs were all busy. We should get a strike soon. 

1076. 0605 hrs Heavy arty warning until 0620 hours. 

1077. 0616 hrs ARC Light strike in. 

1078. 0617 hrs Called 62 again about strikes on the above two targets. 62 said we would ''be 
able to take care of it as soon as possible"(?). 

1079. 0630 hrs Daneer 79 on station! 62 reported a 45 minute lag in air cover. 79 said, ''Bull 
shit! There won't be arry dsys like that! You just hang in there. I'll get you some ___ air 
"in there . I'll be right back. Out! 11 

1080. 0635 hrs 9a.~Gr.r 79 reports 2 s ets of A-37s er.route now and 15 sorties of F-4s due on sta­
tion at 0700. (Gave 79 a 10 second update!) 

1081. Oe-39 hrs Heavy artillery 1-rarning • . 

1032. Ot: 49 hrs Report of 70 VC in open at 749S81 moving el\St to west (running aw,i;ir from to,,m?). 
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Friday, 12 !'.ay 1972 (Contir.ued) 

10$3. Ot 50 hrs Sundog 40 will be FAG for air strike. Cave 40 specifics for air strike. 

1084. 0705 hrs Outloo!{ 33 (Cobras) on station.' 

1085. 0655 hrs Sundog 40 will hold air strike until after AI~C Ll.ght. 

1086. 0710 hrs Salesman Taneo could use 

1087. 071.5 hrs A..T?.C L:ig.'lt strike in. 

1088. 0730 hrs A.-37 air strike at 763ff'?4 to the east - troops. 

1089. 0755 hrs At XT 740870 - anti-aircraft position - Quad . • 50. 

1090. 0758 hrs 767874 to 767878 (troops). 57 RR position at 766F?:?7. ·Quad .51 position 7758~. 
(Position reported by 8obras - Outloo!c 33.) Friendlies position 763880. 

1091. 0C20 hrs Eapalm s~riJce put in at 767874 to 767878 ( and 57 R.lt at 766877). Got two secondary 
explosion! I 

1092. 0858 hrs . CBU 24 strike 767874 to 767878. l'Ulrk 82s on Quad . 51 at 775S89. 

1093. 093C hrs The following information was .obtained from PO'.J Le Van Thanh, captured in the late 
afternoon of 11 Hey 1972; b;, the 81st Raneer Group: 

Fo.h·ras a ::i~.1'.Jcr of C-4 Cnmpa.,zy, 2177 Ta.-i!-:: Battalion, 203 1:, A RegjJ,lent. FIJI: is a sergeant. 
On 6 1:ey, ?CU 1s Battalion lsft the base erea near ~he He r:ong River, t::-avelled via Tong Le Chon and 
arrived at the ru'.:>ber plar.taticn south· of An Loe on 8 :r,.y. In ths ru'iber plantation FIJ'./ 1s unit was 
located with an i:VA infar.try battnlion, IlFI. FD:! 1 s battalion had four companies, but only the C-3 
and C-4 were sent to A..TJ. Loe. Zach c=pa.ny had 11 tanks. 

Compa;-cr C-3 hes 85 nen, no anti-aircraft weapons, and type ~JA tanks (similar to T-34 and Pr- · '\ _ 
76). 8 -of thes s tanks ,rere broi.l,Vlt to An Loe. - -- ·- •• -

Compa;-cr C-4 startoo out Hi.th 10 type K3B tanks but t1•10 had mecha.nicel·-a1ttic"lty be't',feen 'Pon~ 
Le Chon ar.d An I.oc er,d were abandcne::l. 8 t~cs of C-4 arrived in A.n I.oc. • C-4 srrivl?C! 1·.d:t~ g a..-iti­
ai::-craft euns anrl 35 m-in. 

The C-3 and C-4 w~re given the mission of attacking f.n I.oc. The C-4 was ordered to attack 
frc:, the w,;st of An I.oc on 110400 and maintain the attack for 03 days. The C-4 had provisions to 
last for 3 days. 

1094, The .follo,,ing info ,-,as obtained fI'Ol!l documents captured by the 81st Raneer Group on 11 ?ray: 
The 174th ?.egi,ent was giv:m the mission o.f attacki.ne An I.oc fror.i the ITorth. 'l\10 battalicns ~,ere 
to be on lL-riP. and one battalion in reserve. (riote: The info from it'1093 and above was obtair.ed 
from :;AJ Thiet, Binh long Sector S-2. The ir..formation is skimpy, but that is all we have.) 

1095. r!issile being fired at aircraft is believed to be of th,, "red eye" t~,'J)P,. Not too effective 
head on but better on a side shot. ~nge 3½ fJT1 Slant B.ang.0 with me.xim1.1J11 altitude of 9,000 feet. 

1096. 1305 hrs Six to ten tanks spotted at approxmat('ly 7741r/4. Sundog 21 sent to check it ,:,ut. 

1097. 
ly!!! 

1345 hrs ~fo must use Psyops ! ! 
(Fasscd to Geronimo 6.) 

It I s a mu.st! ! And do it now - and it must be done constant-

1098. 1545 hrs !iAJ 0.ui reported 5 tanks at 780870, moving north. FA.C not eveilablP t o chack it 
bec1mse of bad w,-. ,-th,:r. On"' tank reported at 7708?). 5'?!itn P~ report.,d .-t 745Fl? 5. Cne tanl~ '!8Ch 
at 738f'f"/9 ar.d 745874. 

1099. 1830 hrs SpectrP. 14 assi01ed to us for mission on tanks on t hP eest. 

1100. 1830 hrs Spectre 14 divertad to take care of trcors l'lovin in on t h0 w,st vicinity 745R'33 
(100 t o 150 troops). 

1101. 1~55 hrs Anti-ai rcraft sites at 770~~, 775895, 771Fl00 an~ 776387. 
east (100 r.eters) east of 77 Jin,, in 7787 grid s a11 ar.,. 7t 7fr/3 - onn tank. 

T11nks ( ahol, t 10) .iust 
773873 - on,.. tank . 

1102. 1915 hrs CCL Dmt r S>c,Uest ,.d the followi ng A..,C light 1',:;::,:~s (1) 7 70900 , 7P.0900, 77MOO, 780-
860; (2) 73<'90C , 7h0900, 730870, 7401.r.O. Th?s n re~11(' 8t parall,-.le~ t o 5th 7iv. 
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Frida.v, 12 !Ia.v 1972 (Continued) 

1103 . 2020 hrs Air stril: '= to the east alone 71 erid line. 

1104, 2110 hrs RPquest for B-52 strike 74ogqo - 740900, 765290 - 7f5900. Sky spots at 751852 -
7538-55 - 750858 - 747860 - 747864. Province Chief passed to division. 

1105. 2130 hrs 767883 - t wo tanks moving from east to west, using UV lights (sic). 

1106. 2215 hrs 768878 tanks - star t there searchinr 1-d.th t :iP. Sp,?ctre. Div. reluctantly turned 
him over t o us t o chgck the east side. 

1107. 2250 hrs Reference above : sorry about that, Sir; t hPy didn't after all. 

1108. 2338 hrs B-52 strike t o the ?lE of An I.oc. 

Saturday, 13 ~r,;,. 197? 

1109. OJ-32 hrs B-52 strike to the west of An I.oc at 7488. 

11.lp. 0235 hrs B-52 strike to the southwest of An I.oc; 

llll. 0330 hrs B-52 strike. 

lll2. 0430 hrs B-52 strike. 

1113. 0528 hrs B-52 strike north. (per llL and Danger 79 ). 

1114, 0~25 hrs 57 RR at 745880. Notified Div. 

lll5. 0655 hrs Province Chief authorized refugees to move south along QL 13 only. He said he 
would accept responsibility f or any casualties. I tried t o get him t o hold t hem where they were 
for 2 or 3 hours but he decided against it. 

lll6. 0800 hrs Passed message to Danger 16 c·oncerning necessity for B-52 strikes in t he }:; !, along 
the artillery belt. 

lll7. 0810 hrs Passed message to Rash 10 asking hl.m to keep tab on thP refugees moving south. 

lll8, 0815 hrs 7f687~ - l ocation of missile launching site (observed by Rash ·lo). E-6 Regiment 
located at 840830 on 9 Hay (UP..S). 

lll9. 0940 hrs Company move t o 7618?5. 763875 air strike re~uested by LTC Ton prior to move. 

1120. 0950 hrs 764874 approximately 30 VC attempting to move east to west. Air strike is going 
in there (controlled by who!!!?), If we could adjust 100 meters south we should be on target. 

1121. 0955 hrs 1'!e checked, but can't find out i,Jho is controlling air strike vicinity 761,FI',4. 

1122. 1005 hrs 759Fr13 Only F-4s with CBU 49 and M-82 availabl e. Hash 10 is trying to get soft 
ordnance up ASAP. 

1123. 1035 hrs Daneer ~~ts 25-30 sky spot and locations sent in by Div. 

11?..4. 1045 hrs Delayed Sntry - anti-aircraft missiles are S/A-7s (reported ~y Hash 10). 

1125. 1050 hrs Asked LTC for 25-30 sky spot request in order of priority. 

ll26. 1100 hrs Sey spot l ocations listed an<i sPnt: V!J sky spot r enuest in order of priority 
(LTC Ton and I:AJ Qui ): 769875, 770880, 770885 , (765895, 766Sil7 , 7t3889 - AA sites), 77(i886, 773-
891, 779901, 786903, 726872, 725880, 755925, 71+2909, 734918, 716893, 7168Bl, 714874, 707FI',6. 

1127. 1105 hrs Put in marking round on east. Hove 200 nPt ers to Past and we'll hit their heads. 

11?.8. 1115 hrs Sundog 23 informed me that the slow movers ,rill arrive in 15 minutes ( Already I!). 
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Saturday, 13 llay 1972 (Continued) 

1129. 1120 hrs 23 says he will have 4 F-4s with 28 cans of Hape. 

1130. 1140 hrs Final 1:18,rldng round put in hy 23 ( right on bulls£Y. ! ) . 

1131. 1145 hrs !/ape in on target at 764874. Rec'living S/A fra:i vicinity 758855. 

1132. 1150 hrs Strike completed. All 28 pads on target. An outsta.~ding job by Sundog 23, 

1133. 1155 h:>:-s Rounty reports 8J.r.im at 767886 and AA· at 765f'!77. Sealsld.n repnrts 23mm ( anti-air­
craft) 765895 and other anti-aircraft sites at 777896, 777897, 777900, 766887, 763889. 

1134. 1445 hrs VNAF A.TI: down S'. ! of town. Rescue efforts are being made. 

1135. · 1545 hrs 165 · Regimental CP located at 687785, 11 l'.ay (UP.S), 17k Regi~ental CF locatPd at 
840845, ll May (URA), i<.:-6 Regi.!:lental CP located at 3?.0855, 11 Hay (URS). 

1136, 1905 hrs C-20 located at 745912 (12 May), URS. 271 located at 7808::>~ (12 Hay) URS. 5th 
Div. located at 890092 (12 :!ay) URS. 5th Div (Fwd CP) located at 1390843 (12 May) UP.S. 

1137. ' B-52 - 772857, 781853, -786886, 797880. 725840, 735840, 725870, 735870. 713876, 7218741 
727903, 73 5897. The above strikes will go in night of 13 l:ay. It is t 'ie unanimo11 s opinion of all 
high ranld.ne officers here that An Loe is still held onh because of the I11ll!terous close-b B-52 
strikes which obviousl3• disrupted the !"NA plan . for a q-day offensive which began at 110330 April. 
1'hE> se B-52 stri.¼:es must be continued if we ere to hold ~-.,., Loe until r'E'lieved or we take offensive 
action. Stacked up TAC AL1 nust he maintained as long as ".le ,::an US 'l it. Nhen 1·rc can't, the re­
quested sk-J spots T!lllst be f~th,m. i ie were told tO<if!Y tr.at III Corps had come ,,p with a plan to drop 
a CommanclG Vault on the S. i tcnorrow morning at approximately 0730 hrs. Two A?..V:i AB:-: "trere ':illed 
and four l'TOunded 1·1hen the back door of our TOC took a hit. Later inspection revealed that it had 
to be at least a 105 howitzer firing from the north. 

1138, :.2045 hrs Fir&t resupply drop. 

S,mdav, 14 r.fav 19"2 

1139. 0325 hrs B-52 strike to the SE of An Loe. 

·1140. 0428 hrs B-52 strike to An Loe. 

1141. 0450 hrs Vehicles heard moving at 750863. 

1142. 0455 hrs P.esupply drop. 

1143. 0500 hrs Tank ooserved firing at 752870. 

ll.44. 0520 hrs B-52 strike. 

1145, 0700-0730 hrs Strike by big stuff S':f of town in ru'?ber. 

1146. 1030 hrs Call from Geronimo 6. 

1147, 1500 hrs FAS shot dO\-m h-_r SA.-7. Two possible SA:. sit <? s elven 1-y ground \:.nits - (Sundog 7). 

ll48. 1510 hrs FAG lrho baled out (Sundog 07) grabbP.d b:• 8t h Bn south of t owri. He .is okey, with 
only a scratch on his nose. Arrangements heine made to gP.t him out. \IP. havi, contirn,.,d to takn 
artillery fire here on Tri Cor.tpo,..'nd, but it is less intensP. that in th" past thr 'l 'l days. A new 
tHist, hO"'.·rover, is that 'this morning we took several ro,:nds of artillery fire (fron thP. north) 
,-1hich apparentJ.:,- had V7 fuzes since they wer~ all airbursts. 

l.J..49. 1545 hrs FAG enrout~ t o t1 s fr= 8th Bn. 

1150. 1550 hrs SA: I site ei~hted at 790385 by FAC (Rash 5), 

1151. 1 (30 hrs S!·:y spots s "nt to division - 7303qo (tanks-2), 764Pfi 2 (AA.); 762872 (81 mortar), 
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Sund11,_'V, 1.4 Ea.,""' 1972 ( Conti:nind ) 

1151, Continued - 750363 (tank) , 7478~1 (AA). 

ll52, 1710 hrs 770874 - ta."llc reported movine west. 

ll53, The follouine infott"..ation lras ,:,btained froi:i RJH Bui Tr,.rig, ½or n 1951, in North Vi ':tnem: 
PC:.; tu:-r.ed hims0lf in t o t he 1:ational Police, 1-1ho !:!an a position of the s-.~-An loc per:ir!',,t~r 

at 0700 b·s, 1.4 ,-:ay . PO'.! ln!s a me"11Jer of A-5 section, D-'? Platoon, C-3 Company, D-1 :lat talion, 
Gro1.,p 2040, T:-!e GrN·.p, c0:.1pos'X! of approri-:ate,l.:~ 500 !'l'>n, lP.ft !Jc ,rth Vietn&m ~n 22 n.,c.,.nb<:r 1971 
a."ld arrived in l~puchea (Ce;'\bodia) in early- April 1972, After a f ew days rest, R)'.T ' s battalion 
( D-1) cc:1sisting of app::-cx:inatel;;-- 200 men, left the !linot area, enroutP. to Binh long Provine':, The 
unit ple.ru,ed to cross the river north of Tong Le Chon, but a chang 0 · wes made and the unit crossed 
in th '.l vicinity of X1' 9557 , After crossi~ b to Dinh long Province, the uni t (D-1) was met by an 
E':'..31llent of the 9th· !:Vi\ Division (presumed to b': a recon elP,lllent by ro1-:) and escorted to Binh Phu 
H~·,let (::T 715888), arr:!.vi..g t here during_ the night of 11 ::f!y , FO":!'s unit was attachi::d to a r egi~ 
oent (!!FI) of t he 9th liVA Division, _!>-1 hattalion had , companies, c-1, C-2, a.,d C-3, each with 
45 to 50 personnel. IJ,.'c!·ine t he morning hours of 13 lI,zy, C-1 company attacked the westP.rn pPrimf"ter 
at a poir,t what been pr evic,,: s:cy penetrated by the !TVA. On t he evening o·f 13 !-fay, C-3 Company (of · 
which FO:! was a wP,l!lber ) vas given the rnissio:.i replacing C-1 ccmpan;;•, P.t approximately 0200 hours, 
1.4 llay, while PC'. /1s u..it was noving toward the penetration, his "J.nit was hit ':>y 11 ''horrendo-i: s mor­
tar barra6e." (::ote: t'his is believed to be a CillI-49, since we did not fire mort11rs into t hat 
a::-ea at that tir.•.e ~) About 20 mP,n were ld.lled·ir.imediately, and many mor e sP.riously wounded . F0\·1 
ran to the southeast and hid until 0700 hours, 1.4 !-lay when he slowly app!'oech"ld th<? lI'-!tional Police 
perimeter and surrend.,red. FO':.' was a 3-40 man and his basic load wr1s three rounds. He did not 
have t h~n with him wh,;n he surrendered, FOi·I's u.ri.it was told th11t C-3 ·would rF!nain in An I.De for 
one day and one nig.'1t, Since FO:: 1•1as so youn6 and of s uch low ra::1k ( PVT) he was never told any­
thine furth 1c:r concerning unit canposition, mission, or · higher unit disposition, ( llote: I realize 
t he i r.fo reported above is s ketchy, but it is complete, as obtained from the Sector S-2.) Signed 
Donald 1-I. Hcns]e;,, Sr. 

ll54, 1840 hrs On t he rext chopper in, we need (in order of priority) tlTO 57mm Recoilless Rifles, 
one 9Cbm P..P. and numerous diarrhea pills, 

ll55, 1345-1900 hrs 'i.'ried to get through to Lai I'1le to pass the above mess8ge to CFT Delvin. 
La.."ld _Line is br oken and could not get throueh on the 72-B, 

1156, 1945 hrs ABll Bde. intercepted Fl-I broadcasts from "a VC General". Host of the transnission 
was encoded but the t:ime Of.JO was repeated rr:aey times. The FH frequencies were 38,00 l\Tld 44,00. 

1157. 2010 hrs 'The above info ,,,as shacked and passed to a FAC for a "cut 11
, as recc:mmended by Sun­

riog 07, 

Honda..,. , 15 ll& 197? 

1158, 0520 hrs B-.52 strike to east, 

D.59, 0620 hrs B-52 strike to northeast. 

l160, 0720 hrs B-52 strike t o s out h,-rest. 

1161. 0757 hrs 745$31 - anti-aircraft site . 745004 rni.ssile ls'unching site , 

ll62, 0828 hrs Lt 1:cm:i.llips (FAG) arrived b11ck at Command Center. He w"IIS supposed to go .out at 
0600 but we never heard fr= anybody , 

1163 , ll50 hrs Province Chief reouested CBU-55 and 49 s trik,;- in box 765880 , 765[3?0, 770880, · ??0-
870, C::.U-49 on ,-rest side of · box an<l :::r:u-55-on east. Center of mas s · 111t 7t7ff75 , Friendlies 1,000 
met ers to t he ,-rest. (Troops, anti-aircraft, (: Jnm mortar.) Shacked 11nd s ent to Chi.co 33 to forwd. 

llt4, 1215 hrs 761900 - 105 and 1 55 positions, 

1165, 1250 hrs Tal!:ed ~,ith Danger 79 at l en___-th , 

ll66, 1315 hrs 763C'.?.O and 766~19 2 tubes arty. 
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l-:Ondas, 15 ::ay 1972 ( ContL-:ued) 

1167. 1315 hrs 76;803 - 2 tubes art;·. 

1168. 1400 hrs 740et?O tareet max:irn.Im 9,000 feet - arty firing from t hP sout h . 1{art~a 03 - 30.40 -
V: l FAG. 

1169 . 1433 hrs CBU-55 strike at center of mass 767875 - FAG marked and was verified by territor­
ials on ground. Very good strike !! 

1170. 1505 hrs 798897 regiment headquarters - 1st priority at old French hospital PJ - WFt'USZ. 

1171. 1542 hrs Air strike against regt GP - 2 sets. 

1172. 1630 hrs l!ortar podtion at 769881. 

ll73. 1638 hrs Bounty reports mortar and anti-aircraft at 766886. 

1174. 1652 hrs Eortar position at 766874 and 767873. 

1175. 1840 hrs Agai~ described target and gave location cf French dispensary, and told of results 
of pr~vious stril:e . Requested another _hit on t he hospital and directed that they knock out the 
water cistern and to,-rer (before dark if possible). 

1176. 1915 · hrs Sey spot requests:· ·690906; 7~1899; 715886; 720861; 780861; 700837; 710925, 760-
913, 788896, 799899, 789888, 730381, 765846, 805847, 791S41, 756835, 8058c7, 816302, 8358~4. 
Checked a::-:d fo:n·ra!'C.led parallel t o Div. 

1177. 1920 hrs Sey spots r eo_t!ests para11"1led to ~2.":. 

1178. 2000 hrs P.equests for two A.1C Light strikes sutrnitted on basis of intelligence · report on 
the follo,-r.i.ng (and this page) page. (!/1 - 730370, 7JOC40, 740870, 740840)(f2 - 740865,-740845, 
748864, 748345) 

ll79. On 15 ::ay 1972, an individual ·who chosP.s t o rsnain unidentified, proviriP.d sn'!i~ter,tially t~ 
follm-rl...,g ir.fcr::iation t o COL :!hut, Di:-ih Long Provi_'l.ce Chief: 

Subject was halt"'C! by the INA beti-reen ,\n T.oc and Chon Thanh while t!".,ri.nc. to flee south, and 
-,.,as made a fo r ced laborer, on'o! of many. Subject liBS one of a group who was forc 'ld t o c11rry ;-TTTA 
supplies ar.d equip,.ent from Mir.h Due Village (::T 720820) to an 11rea (vie XT 737855) approximately 
1 !h west of The.:iJ.1 Binh Village (XT 750855). A.,:iong the items s11hject was forced to transport was 
a larg0 missil., or r ocket ( ;;pr ) l'thich was so h~e.v.:• that it w11s very diffict!lt for two strong men 
to carry. Several of these !!lissiles i-rere hroui;ht to the area west of Thanh Binh. Subject escaped 
f'I'0'1 the ::VA. on 15 :::a;y and vol unt eered the abo~ info. He is not presently available for further 
ouestior.ing. 
• !"ate: Due to the ra.'1,3e capability and wei ght (101 pou.-ids), it is not likely the missile is 

a 122nm. It is suspected t hat the missiles are either SA-7s or B-20 or B-30 rockets or a si.'llilar 
type . Siened CPI' !Jonald i:. Hensley, Sr. 

ll80. 0125 hrs 57 :-'~ a11d • ; 9Ch:i weapons will he delivered to An Loe t oday or so we were advised 
b..,. ::onitor 62.-:. Also, o·,r f ood drop f or civilians is sttppos0 ct to b"' t:, 0 last drop of thP d!W which 
i; prP.se:-itl:- schedttl<'ri f er 1315 hours . • On t he, 15th t hf? :,,ft. pt·shP-d anot !'l~r s~li"!nt into th<> perim­
eter en the :rs approxir'latdy 100 n eters, the i:oose grows ti[;ht<-3r every day and still no ?.1st Div 
and I1Q. agressive action '.:>y t:1e 5t h r.2Vll Div. or its CG. • 

1181. 0132 hrs 3-52 strike t o the __ of An Loe. 

ll82. 0232 hrs B-5?. stri!:e to the sout :1 of ~-n Loe, around 80 lin"! . 

llS3 . 0430 hrs B-52 strike . 

11s4. 0630 hrs B-52 strike. 

1185 . 0635 hr:i Sl~• spct.s - about 40 - s out h . 
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Tuesday, l 6 ~;a;i, 1972 ( Contim,ed ) 

ll86. 0900 h::-s • 621 notified · me that our "£oodies 11 ,-:culd ':le dr opp,,_d· en t he s econd drop. The time • 
still t entative, but we will be notified . 

ll87. 1015 hrs B-52 strike south of An Ioc. 

llSS. Jo 20 hrs 764819 - location of o~e arty piec e, on nor th side of French home (20 - 30 meters 
frol'!I rc::tsins of hous e) - other t ube is on east sidP. of r oad an:l ,-rest of snail outpost. 

ll89 . lllO hrs B-;52 strike between 21st Div and An Ioc. 

ll90. 1245 hrs COL ::hut reported that his p<:ople had monitored I!VA radio traffic on 44.00 Fi! fol­
l owi ng th ,;; latest A...1C Ll.ght near Due Vinh ( v.i.cini t;• XT 763810 . The transnission indicated t he 
ur.it was badly hit end t hat the survivors were in a confused state. T'nis info wl!ls s hacked up and 
passed t c Sundog 00 f or a possi~le a. 

ll91. 1305 hrs COL :::iut reports 02 tanks l ocated at ~.:r- A.F,:C::.:;Q - 730875 whenever a plane flies 
over t hey withdrm·r into t he junzle. ;,'hen the plane leaves, they put out and .fire at t he SH side 
of this perir.!eter vicinity 750877. 

ll92. 1310 hrs B-52 strike .to the south of An Ioc. 

ll93. 1340 hrs Adjusting Sundog 00 onto tank tareets at 730875. Using A & Land 01 to adjust. 
Their heads now!! Dump the load! I 

ll94. 1.420 hrs One tank hit, secondary (snail) and fire reported . 

ll95. 1440 hrs Second tank within 5-10 meters of last :impact. Tank is not !!loving. Third tank 
reported 300 meters south of last .impact. A-37s 1-rith API scrambled and enroute. 

ll96. 1500 hrs 03 tanks knocked out - controlled by CPI' Hensley. 

ll97. 1950 hrs 02 anti-aircraft positions 763888 and 745882. 

ll9C. At this time in CO:IDS Compound there are 60 peopl e ; 15 ·l!!en, 10 ·women and 30 children. All 
of us in the compo,md 'I-rill "defend it to t he death", in an._v w~:r, any situation. Therefore we r .. -
0uest t hat y01.t don 't let air strike hit t he compound in ar,:r way. Because scnet :bnes t here are somP­
VC that m &;7 enter conpound • and say recuest an air strike. Sector and your approval "of this 11 ·will 
kill all of us. Sincerely, T'nank you: •• 

ll99. Sir, Hr. Thtl Khan.11 ( guard honcho) was wounded an shoulder by sniper fire but his situation 
now is OK, but he needs medicine vecy much. Sometimes compound Wl!ls · searched by 5th Rangers (rea­
son they suspected t hat VC were in the ccrapound). That is all ;.re h ,:ve to r eport to you. sir. 

11ednesd8,"" , 17 ~-,a,v 1972 

1200. 0132 hrs B-52 strike. 

1201. 0525 hrs B-52 strike due west of An Ioc. 

1202. 0717 hrs B-52 strike sout h of An Ioc. 

l203. 0930 hrs Sky spot requests r ":!ceived from l!ajor Qui and paralleled to 5,th :>iv. 

1204. 1015 hrs Tarzets f or Tt..C AIR are 766873, 768873, 76587(-,, 768877 - block. Anti-aircraft 
and mortar positions . 

1.205. llOO hrs neceived call f rom 5th Div. Our ot her t i'/O 90mm ere t here end will he sent on dowr. 
t o us ASAP. 3-57s were on the e'Vtlc chopper which. tried t o ccne i n t his morning . t2A wants t o lmow 
,-;hcther t hey should be sent back from Lai l'J1e t o TS!-'. for p..tting on a pallet for air drop. COL 
,fuut f eels t hat the chance of l oss is too ris!:y and t hat th~y should be held at Lai Khe for the 
next chopper 1-ihich canes in. This was passed t o 621\ - sights. 

1206. 1350 hrs Four more people died on the CCRDS Com:pound! I've l ost t r ack of hO'l-r many are 
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'. .'ednesday , 17 ::ay 1972 (Continued) 

1206. Cont i nuP.d - bt~ricd t h-:::r e ncn;. I'll have t o refer t o t he l og t o he sure of t h<'! total. Thai 
l:hanh was wounded a~ain - L'l t he right shod.der this ti."lle . Y.IA - Danh Le, 16n Tree, La,-:i Sem and 
Lam It. 

1207. 1815 hrs 'I\ro more pallets cf 90r'Jll amr.,.o (100 r ounds) r eceived from 5th Div. Hi nh Tha!"l.h will 
be resupplied by air again t o:norrow. Time not availabl e at present. 

120c. 
area. 

2105 hrs (Yippee!!) Artillery (ours) fr= Tan Kai is firing into rubber processing plar.t 
~~oveme.'1t had been reported t her e. 

1209. ?.245 hrs B-52 strike . 

'ThursdeY, rn Ee.,.,. 1r2. 

l.210. 0030 :b-s One tank reported stopped at 7408C5, two tanks at 752892 . 

l.2ll •. 0125 hrs Skillet Tango reports sounds like a tank ruiu'ling vicinity r ubber processing plant. 

12]2,. 0130 hrs A1iove info also reported by Sealskins c·ounterpar t. 

1213. 0135 hrs Tank repor ted moving west to east at 745885. 

l.214. 0200 hrs Recdved 3 r ou:r.ds of arty on Tri Compound, Skillet Tango reported t he rounds c&"!l-e 
from Az 260° - 265° . Reported t his t o 62-~. 

1215, 0234 hrs B-52 strike S',1 of An I.oc. 

1216. 031.0 hrs Shy spot close Ii.Z. (It was supposed to hit 2½ Km Wl<i; of t01-m and hit 100 west of 
friendlies in t O\-m - right in area wher e stir..g-:r uas going t o work . Too clos e for cor..fort - 6 WIA. ) 

1217. 0312 hrs Slcy spot;,-close !;E, 

1218, 0428 hrs B-52 strike t·rest of An loc. 

1219. 0445 hrs ~.rtillery yesterday morning at 0600 when we were et the chopper pad was out of the 
west. Also t his morning it s eems to be ccni.ng out nf the west!! 

1220. 0700· hrs Chico 33 chP.cked in with 8 li-C?.s, ConsidPring blade tine, target type ar.d t~ 
cf aircraft, they are being pt:t in on the hospital at 793f'J97. This w&s a reginental Ccr-mand Post 
on :Ionda...,. ar:d 1-,as hit and destroyed, but has prcbabl:r benn r P.e.stahlished hy now, ComplP,t ed strike 
at 0725 h::-s, had direct hit s on t hP, main buildir.g . 

l?.21, 0930 hrs ~ty t hat is firing into t hP, comp:mnd ap!JP,ars to 1-,e cO!!ling frro vicinity 7482 
(Az 245°, rath,,.r t han 265 ° as earlier reported). Let's get t his hastard!! 

1222. 0930 hrs Gernnimo 6 called for update and got it. 

1223, 1850 h::-s B-52 strike iC of An loc. 

1224. 1916 hrs :l-52 strik e :: of An loc, 

'1225, M l 5 hrs 768'J84 ( 57 r.R 0 00 net crs 11es t ), r 383t ( 57 lli1 1400 rnr.ters ~·est) , 765916 ( 105 ci t :r) , 
105/155 p-::-sitio~s obs erv'ld at 773926 and 71792ry . 

1.~26, 0915 hr s Talk d.th n:::PCO:lJS a:-irl di sc1.:.s s possi ';:,iliti0 s of gettine Sector t he U. S. presid'>.r.­
tial ur.it ci tation plus 'i'"la:-1 4': , ('.:as DA no1-ifi"ld ? :t\' order s?) 

1227 , 0920 h:::-s At 777869 - ,37=. Passr;d t o !Jiv, 
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Friday, 19 l'.ay 1972 (Continued) 

1221. 151?. hrs EVA platoon at 770<.370 (Thu Jon Hamlet). 

1229. 1853 hrs B-52 strike 1lE of An Loe. 755909 - 75911 - 76491~ possible 105 howitzer locations. 

Ssturdgy. 20 Nay 197? 

1230. 0645--0650 hrs 15 to 20 rounds (incoming) hit compound. 

1231. 0715 hrs Notifie-:l by 621 that 4th supply drop would hl.'!ve two pallets of 57= ammo and three 
pallets of 90mm a=o. 5th drop will have lots (?) of blood mixed in with 60mm ammo. Blood must be 
retrieved and taken to Doctor ilnmediately. COL I.hut notified of the above. 

1232. 0800 hrs · Rash 16 is FAG. 770889 - 82nm1 site - friendlies 1000 meters SU. 767874 - 2 pla­
toons of VC in shallow trenches north to south or south to north run. Nel!rest friendlies 600 met ers 
west. 1,/ill l!djust mark. Harks (2) on line north ,md south . . l·!ov0 2()0 meters el'!st from 1st drop. 
(Rocket malfunction, we have to get another set.) Anti-aircraft sit~ (.5lmm) reported at 766SS4. 
Relayed this to Rash 16. Shiny metal under a truck at 768878. Metal moved ( ?) 

1233.. 0850 hrs Rash 16 reports two more fighters (fest·movers) enroute. 

1234. 0915 hrs Heavy artillery warning. 

1235. 0924 hrs B-52 strike. 

1236. 0925 hrs COL Luong reports that 6 tanks have been knocked out down south and three have 
surrendered intact. He says this is confinned info. (Are there any tanks left? Where in hell do 
they all cane from?) 

1237. 0955 hrs Ca.'U .from Geron:iJno 6. 

) 1238. 1005 hrs Unkno"m block east of 75, south of 89. We cancelled strike. 

1239. 1025 hrs Sundog 40 replaced Rash 16. '1'1-ro F-4s will be in in 10 mirrutes. 770875, 57mm, 
friendlies 900 meters west, N-S along S-N run. Can adjust mark. Hark okay. First Strike okay, 
now work · 50 Sand 50 N of first strike. strike in on target. 1120 hours slow movers with napalm 
on order. ll25 hours tw:, companies moving out. 

1240. We need cold patch tire repair kit (beaucoup) and hand pump. (Relayed this info to SFC 
Boyle on 10 May 172.) 

Sunday. 21 Hsy 1972 

1241. 1605 hrs At 780925 or 774924 - One 105 arty position knocked out by F-48 w/Sundog 14 con­
trolling. 

l.242. 1640 hrs At 768902 a large caliber - 100 or 105 at that position. 

1243. 1700 hrs At 775900 and 778910 - 105 arty position -
On 20 May at 1230 hours Hajor Todd, CPT HcDennott, LTC BeMdict, and LT McPhillips (PEP) Sun­

dog 07 left An Loe and Hajor Skarupa, CPT Riccinto, CPI' Lowry end SFC Sherrill.arrived. Also re­
ceived mail and resupply! (Incl 3 ea 37mm ::tR & 4 90mm RR sights.) 

1244, i755 hrs 105 arty position firing at 780927, 

1245, 1830 hrs 105 arty PQsition firing at 773927 and 779920. 

1246. 1942 hrs 51 Cal 44 position at 763889. 

1247. 2010 hrs C2 FTVG - UVA freq - maybe Spectre can home in on this?? 

1248, 2115 hr·s iq!ave my orders arrived? If so, has someone sent copies to my wife? Has anyone 
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Surrlay, 21 ::a:• 19?2 (~ontinu':ld ) 

l :?.4e, Cor:t ir.ued - -!:-checked en n,' r ec,uest f or snrface tr,.msport11tion? If so, i-mat is th" status of 
➔fthi s r ,;r '.test ? Did Col onel :?:a1·1lins ["!t t he r '9sponsc bac!-: t o DA on my orders? Did scmAorni call 
~-Gen. Johnson and ask hi, t o call Chi 0f of Zn~rs, DA and "X:Olain my predica,ent and to pl ~as 0 cut 
➔cthe n!'d~rs f or my ?CS? I s my r eplac .-.::ient at Bien Hoa and if so, is he g'!ttinr t hings reect..v to 
➔!rnove bacl-: t o J i:i.i L:,ng at t he P-arliest possilJle m,:ment? 

12119, 0615 hrs Info:med by !fonitor 62 that first thre-e s1 1ppJ~ drops today will be tor civilians, 
First one due in in about 10 rn.irrutes, }!otified Sector -D/O. 

1250, 0740 hrs Three flights (16 pallets each) of rice droppP.d , All drops oka~r, contained food 
f er the civilians, First and s econd flights t ook 37mm fire. It was reported initially that ''many 
people were stealing th~ rice."(?) 

1251, 0840 hrs 768903 is being hit by air strike. 
to adjust, 

62I requests that Sldllet got in a position 

*A-'!. 621-101, ROTC Instructor Progra.'!l - Anny Times of 10 liay 72 stated ''Officers .;ho wor!< toward 
their advanced degree under this program must pay all or their school e:xpenses." Question - Does 
this include tuition of not??? 

1252, 1045 hrs Report from HAJ Qui: 81 or 8?nlrn l ocatP.d at ?f 7887, 5lmm located at 772g86. Re­
ported to t 2-5 at 1047, 

1253, 1100 hrs 4 raore pallets dropped which landed approx. 100 m U, of northern per:!meter of this 
ccmpound. ( 62-5 cort,ected this 300 lJ, 150 if.) 

1254, l200-hrs COL Drut reports the following items c11pkred by the RF cmpanies on operations 
to the east, ( ) : • 80 x B-40 rounds, 80 x 61mm rounds, 1000 x AK rounds, 16 x hand grenAdes, 
2 x 107 rockets, 4 x l22mra rockets, 11 x clayl!lor es, and miscellaneous detonators. 

1255, 1205 hrs B-52 stril·:e in S:/ of tm-m. 

1256, 1300 hrs (1) 767888 (AA), (2) 772886 (57mm RP.) AA position line between the two contains 
troops ,,m.ich fired on the P.F conpanies this mc::-ning. Requested air strike, 

1257, 1700 hrs B-52 strike S.-l of An loc. 

1258. 1725 hrs 781923 - position, rptd by ~ -

1259. 1726 hrs Talked w/Danger 79 -

1260. 1955 hrs At 840810 and 850820 - About a company of !TVA - Reported b;,r people 'who arrived at 
the Song Be Bridge today - B-52 strike requested for block 837830 - 847830 - 837800 and 847800 -
Passed to Div. 

1261. 2030 hrs llA.J Qui reported t hat an ope::-ation wes planned for t cnorrow morning and reouested 
air prep of area. The operation· willinvolve 2 RF co!!lpaniP-s who will sweep (search & destroy) the 
follOl·ri.Tie; bl ock : 766rr?5, 773-:::?5, 766867, 773867 . He wants eir strikes to ste,..t et 0830, I re­
la7ed ( paralleled) t his request t o 5th Div. and requested 2 slm,1 mov~rs with s oft ordnanc e and 2 
fest move::-s ~-ri t h E-81 1 s and !:-8~ 1 s. 

.,, 
Tuesdr,v, ?3 He,y 1972 

1.?.62. 0050 hrs Heavy norta::-, artillery and ~all arms contact betwE'en 15th Regt/9th Div and the 
INA - lasted abo\tt 30 minutes results unlmoim? ! 

-t.bc-.:.t 0200 S!d.llet reported te:1ks moving South tOW8rd Sllapper. Air was called in end a 
strike ,-ras put in on the tanks . The strik':l apparently disruptGd t he attack , ( 1) Shortly after-
1·18rd a T- 54 came t ooli113 north on 13 j"L:st west of Skillet I s position, Said tank was pounced upon 
and pro:npt~, knocked out. (2) A ta,-_k was kr,ock-sd out on t he r oad t o the proc essing plant. (by a 
LAS;:;R. e;t,ided missile ). (3) A monstrosity of a."1 AFC-type vehicl':l came rieht t hrough t he wire of 
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'i'u.esday, ?.3 liay 197'. ( Continued) 

1262. Continued - Sl:i.llet' s pcsition, accl"Jl:\paried hy s cr:1c i r..fentr,J . Preliminazy r eport s n e t h.11t 
20 per so:-:n~l u<?r e killed i::si de t he AK: . f<. bi g Prize, t his on" : t h"' cor:Jmand group of t ho 204th 
AC:l. Two uounded pris cncrs a:-id r:ta:iy c:loclnents une captu-:-":d b:" S''.ill,,,t . ( 4) t wo mor e tan!{s, he­
lievcd to be i-.lllobi le , are l ocated by S!d..llet and Saler.tan 01 1 s p,:,opl e . Air strik~s have heen r e­
c,uestcd t o fir:i sh then off. ( 5) anot her arra,:,red vehide with t wi n 51 1 s uas also !:necked out in 
S:illet I s 11.rca. Friendly casualties f or t he above actio;·, ar a 1 ICTA , 2 s erious~ wound ed . SP? Ta­
kota was slight ·l y 1·10t:nd -X: . 

1263. 0740 hr s COL Corley pa s s ed t o 1ai !".he t hat DEPCO?.JS is t ~ get a chopper up here to come up 
on our pusi1 daily. Purpose is t o take care of admin traffic. 

1264. 0755 hrs Confi nned count of Sl:Ulet action: 32 iWA KIA. 

1265. 0310 hrs Air str i ke directed by Skillet knocked out 3 ta;Jcs 75/3853 , 75El862, 759r63. 

1266. 0840 hrs Tl-10 of t he tanks knocked out wer e o/ a n,,,,., d 'Jsign : BT2-50 PK. 

1267 . 0930 hrs · IJotilied t hat we have 3 F-4 1 s t o be controll~ by Sundog 40 (1) 775876 (VC), (2) 
7708M ( VG pl.t), ( 3) 775870 (VG plt). Nearest fri endlies 800 w. can ad just Srndog 31 replaced 40. 
40 has no n ark i.ng r ounds. :Jc. must mark. 

1268. 0943 hrs Call for PSA from Vangard 6. (Pilot) Duplex Ilightcap. (i·ialkinshaw) 

1269. 1005 hrs H<J&v:" artillery. Harning. 

1270. 1012 hrs B-52 strll:e . 

1271. 1020 hrs FAG given targ 0 t descripti ons. Mortar marldng r ound in on ?75-'377. Mark needs 
no correction. :Iortar marki ng rot'...-id in on 770867 . Good striki> in on 770867, lbw move t o 775877. 
Good hits, now str ew t hell fron. t here t o 100 m<:)te;-s s outh. tiO\·r hit 3rd targ,,t. All of l oad dropped, 
hit 500-100 south of target. ';fill give ground BDA to St.indog 31 later. 

1272. 1220 hrs 8'1ndog 14 has t wo planes ( A-37 ) with l'.82s, rockets, 11.rd CBTT- 25s. Target e.lon,; 
strea,; bed from 786923 t o 78~27 . 1'areet giv1?.n 'by COL N:mt on l1asis of info r eceiv"!d from r efugees 
f rora Ioc :::tnh 7"esterday ar.d t his mornir,g. A large (:PI) VC ,,rit 1·ras i n open on ooth sides of t he 
strea"'l (and just east of t1t0 cor.finned artillery l ocations). ( Personal not '?. : This st rike ,-ras or­
der<:)d per r eciucst of i:AIJ !Qui at 1100 hours t o support th.A operations of PF t o t he east. The FAG 
checked i :1 at 1220 hours, had s hort blade t :iJne on fighters and needed inn<!di ate tsrgets. For 15 
:U.nut e s I ,-raited but J:AJ ~:i was ur.abl e t o give me t he target. I was i n t he process of telli.11g 
t he FAC t o go t o ;ionitor f or a tare:et when COL rfrmt. walked i n and gave me t he above targ'lt. I 
hope this is not a wasted target.) 

1273. 1400 hrs Air strike i n 7738efl . Chico JO. Fri<Jndl.i P.s 1000 meters west. Secondaries re­
ported. 

1274. 1.500 hrs Change t o resul ts of Sl,-:illet action this lllornir.g : t otal now 42 HVA KIA, 8 tanks 
f i; i. 

1275 . 1500 hrs COL Corley r eports multi ple s econdaries on r.t:' 1435 air str i ke . 

1276. 
219 . 50. 

1515 hr s (Dela..,.ed ent ry) - VHF fren•1enc~r on t h" ccm-1ar.d vehicl e lmock<od 0ut by Skill"t is 
Pass"d t o :ioritor f- 27 .• 

1277 . 1.~25 hrs A:nnor ed vc~iclos destro~ed t his ~orning at 755854 - 757858 - 760854 (2 each) -
759~55 - 7;8%( ( T- 54 tar>.'.: ), 757G65 (3~) - ?5'.33(,5 (Gi.:D veh~.cl e ) . BTI- 50- Pi:.' 

127A. 1730 hrs 83379,~ - Contact 1-ictw'lrm Snapp:-r 8:-!d :·NA. TalkFXl. with De.ng"r and ~11vo h:il"l an up­
date . 

1279. 1750 hrs ;;AJ Q'.U r ecft"st s S'~ Spcts at 7':15941, 001°33, 77(-.r)'?.O , 783913 • . Parallel .,.d t o 62I. 
He is auare of targey. Divisi on already has pl ans t o hit the a:--:a t o:--.ight 1-rith CBU- 55. 

12:!0 . 19.30 hrs The f cll:>i·ri ::-._: i s a r eport frcn It)".; (::ai 'i'htm,: i':ir.h , 19 :,-cacs ol d) . Unit B-4, C-4, 
srriv~,l in 3ont h Viet r:111,i in ::arch 1972 . Dspart ed i:ort!1 Vi ,.,t:-:an or. 19 Fehrusry 1972. 1.9 1:ay, ar• 
r ivc:d Soc Tranh Hanl0t. His uni t had 20 ta.,1:s. Last nig;."1t wes t o at ta:\: Ts!"! ::ai 1-lmml et (15th 
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Tuesday, 23 ;:sy 1972 ( ContL-:1.100) 

1?00 . Conti?:ucd - neg' ... -uent ) . 'l\ro tan!-;s l ost in Cam':lodia (brol;e dO\·r.,) ~ . The attack last night was 
t o support t 1-ro units ( sbc· nct i ndicated ); on,, fron the 7th '"i"JA '.:Jivision a."ld one from the 9t h Div­
ision. Jl.l•c-utC? t o Tan l'.ai, the 13 tar.l:s were split and s epar11ted f rom the infantry. 

It,~; 1-ras sever-::ly 1-roundecl and Has t:nabl e to answer any ot her r:ucstions. mu died at approx-
imately llOO hours . • 

1281. 2000 hrs The foll01-r.int:; ir.fo:nuation was provided by ,Jr Lt . Tai, f or.nerly of the IDc Hoa 
National Police Substation in Loe nnh Jistrict. • 

On 4 April when the LV.\. attac'.:ed t he 74th ?.anger Battalion and s-,,:ept throuth IDc Hoa (Hemlet), 
Tai fled t o IDc Than], Ha,:1let where h0 was ca;>turcd b:r VC . On 7 .~_pril Tai esc~ped frcm t he VC and 
t1ent to t he woods in the vicinity of XU 6819 · ,,,mere he stayed f or three days. He when 'I-rent south- . 
east to I::ie.nh Hung (::u 730036) . On ll April, Tai sa1-r i·1AJ Thinh (Loe I-iinh District Chief) and Cap­
tain ~fonat fro:a a distance . 

On 12 Apri l, Tai 1-rent back to Khenh Hunf, t o his unclP-ts hot:~e. l,a::at was ther e at that time, 
being shclter-,:,d by Tai I s ·ur.cle. Fr on 12 April' t o 30 April, both· TP.i and Hanat ste;yed th~re in 
!'llan.'1 Hun,:: . On 30 APDil, Tai received word t hat ths> !TVA l:ere se~rcl:ir.g all hemes in the village 
because t hey had received i:-.i'orr.iation that an Ar'lerica,'1 was beir,g hid th,;,re. 'I.:ai l eft and went t o 
a hanlet (i'.ang I'.ai vicinity :rn 695098). On 7 !-fay Tai's uncle's t-r.ife car:iP. to s ee Tai and told him · 
t hat his uncle had been ld.lled a.'1d Ceptain '.'lariat captured o:• the HVA . Tei • had no f\1.rther informa­
tion conc er.tL--ig ,!ar.at. Tai subseque:-itl y received info that An Ioc still was being held by GVlJ 
forces and that reenforce;ients were on their wa.,.,,. He escaped south and arrived in An IDc on 23 
Eay at ll,30 hours. 

12S2. 0715 hrs HAJ Qui reouests air strikes at the f oll01-ring coordinates in support of RF oper11-
tions today: 766835 and 7688G7. RF· operations today will be an area boundered by R.'l tracks on 
trest, 89 line on north, 77 line east, end G7 line south . This info pass~d to 62I. LTC Ton also 
said he would s end three men (RF) in l '.ontaenard clothing t o Soc Gon Haralet (781882 ). 

128,3. 0800 hrs Three res1,ppl,,v drops have already been madP.. '!he first two · wer"' desie;neted f or 
sector. They landed at th<i Province Chief 1 s house and contained onl:- water and small anns ammo. 
62I says that the rest will be dropped at Division and will contain f ocd . ·r was unable to con­
vince ::ajor Ingram t hat o:-ie of these f ood drops should be dropped near Sector. COL iihut is pissed 
off about this. 

1284. 0900 hrs Rash 09 1d.th two slow movers with CBU, Hape, I!-82s and H rockets. S'.-! to NS run. 
Hearest friendlies 700 met_ers west. 09 hes targets in sieht bt:t we can adjust. 

1285. Q22Q. hrs TIC at 761G84, our strikes are being pulled, btit we have another ordered up. 

1286. 1325 hrs 1IAJ Thiet reported t hat a recentzy a!'-rived group of t'efugees· from Song Be eave the 
following INA position: (1) The area outlined 870980, 800980, 861950, 872946, is ,. - large NVA sup­
ply area; (2) larce · cn~"JJ' positi ons are at 829130, 837857 , 850821, and 160830; (3) artillery posi­
tions are at 837790, 835765, and 865760. i-Iajor Qui wants B-52 strikes on t he first two sets and 
air strike or s:cy spots on t:1e art7 positions. I parallelc:-d t he re~u,;st, hut t old Q,1i that the 
FCL 1•,as th"l 86 line and all tar6ets south ,-rould have to go t hroueh Snapper. 

1267 . 1430 hrs Ener;iy troops concentration along stream - XT 840~45 - 845840 (best spot) - 850833, 

1288. 2200 hrs Enemy frequ-mcies being nonitored are lf7.85 - 50.00 - 48.50 - 53.15 - 60.00 -
40. 50. 

Thur§d11"" , ?5 Ha"I' 1972 

1239. 0730 m-s IL\J Qtti indicatrc:d t hat their PJ.' ccnpa:li P. s ,,rould be oper ating in GS 7rff9 and Soc 
Gon haml'?t ,-rould be reconnect . 

:Iajor Halltc.t cut his cy':') on a piece of tin gettine clear of i nccnir-e arty . 

1290. 0755 hrs First supp~ c rop of t he day. Pour pe.11":?ts le::doo s·: of t he outpost, but are r e-
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'l'lmrsde;:·, 25 ::a;:, 1972 ( Conti:m':'d ) 

1290 , Conti::1.1ed - C'lVGI'!!;)l e , 62I correct i::d 300 n~ter s r.orth anrl 200 l!leters ~-rest. 

1291, 0900 hrs Contacted b:,· 40, 42, ar.d 45. 

1292, 0930 hrs Supply dr cp again, 12 pallets in just north of Tri Compound perimeter. 

1293, CP,45 ~s Delayed ent:-:.r: Yesterday t he JF companies operatine t c t '.-v.J east capt~ed t he f ol­
lcn-Jing eq,: i p_,c·nt: 4 x 122 r oc):cts, 50 x .B-40 rounds, 100 ~and gr enades, 20 banralore tor~does, 
3 x Dii-10 a.'1ti-Jt.:)rsonnel r.ir.cs, 40 !:e pll!stic ,;::;,:plosive and ':'::T, 50 rounds of unknOl-m type ( approx­
ilnatel.,.,. 40:E. sbe). All destro:·ed in place , 

1294, 1000 h:·s U~ repc:-ts 275 =-:eg:i."J.f'::;t at 853862 on ?.4 ;,a:,. 

1295. 2100 hrs ;,,ajor ~ui reportF!d t hat S"'ctor had r eceived in.fo t hat l"VA •:nits, ~:FI , had rnov..,d 
into positions at f-90835, 70083S, and 710838. HP- has reru 0 s t <>d a 5-5::> strike f or t hP arel!. Cor­
ners and 683840, 683830, 713830 and 713840, ~equest paralle::led to t ?I, 

129t ; 0640 hrs First supply drop (4 pallets). All on target near water tower. 6?.I corrected 50 
west and 50 north . 

l?.97 . 0700 hrs ;·,"hen t he C-130 dr opped t h,:; r emauung l?. Pl!ilets, he t ook .37"T.lll !ran t he S2 , No 
coordinates availa'.Jle yet, but everybody is watching, 

1298, 0725 hrs 37mm at 801841. 

1299, 0835 hrs 
I.oc Ninh area. 

C-47 Bullshit Bomber Fsyops bird checked in with ;1onitor, ,·!ill be working the 
I asked 62I t o ge t us the context of the psyops to be broadcast, 

1300. 09'-°--0955 hrs Contacted 1:-y )'.arshal 4?., 40 and hl. 40 ~~nted ( ar.d g~t) estir..:i.tc of civil­
ians in An Loe in need of hos;,italization. Also a list of needed medical supplies was passed to 
40, COL ::i-i~t' s VIP trip t o l:3 not favorably considered, Provine<? Chi efs are not consi dered for 
the trips, Province Chief I s Legion of r-:erit favorably indorsed end f orwarded to DA. No word yet 
on approval from DA. . I tola" 98 to start work on a Presidential Unit Citation f or Sector end Te81!1 
4 7. He ;·TI:.C0 . 

1301. 1000 hrs ~or Q.rl. reported that the 257th RF Company is in ar-i.bush positions at 770870, 
This in.fo passed to 62s. 

1302, 1130 hrs LTC Ton notified me that the 214th RF Co, is in contect (SA) with an estimated VC 
platoon, VC are located at 767387 , Friendlies 700 met ers to s outh, 1,000 meters to s ;;. Sundog 
31 is FA.C, We can adjust mark , Fighters are A-4s with l'.-8ls and i-1- 82s. Hark down. 100 meters 
south of !!lark . Figl:ters t o pass from west to east, then bres k north. (1) West 200· m.eters from 
first banb . (2) South 100 met ers. (3) South 50 meters, (,51 cal fired at fighters !ran 765887, 
I told him t o hit the ,51 if :ie can spot it,) l:arking r ound is down within 50 :,eters of the ,51. 
ThP strfre er;ainst t he ,51 we s lOOto east, but load is expend ed. Sundog .31 is trying to get some 
more fighters. Delay"'d report: we got om, lari.:e s econdary out of t h,:, strik"' just befor e the AA. 
opened up. The seconda::-y went off a½out 10 minutes after t he fight ers had left the ares, 

1303, 1315 hrs l-:ajor Qui informs us that cur air strike s killed two VG. This was con.firmed by 
eround troops ,-rho swept t he area after the air strike , Further, two B-40 rounds W<:re captu r ed , 

1304, 1900 hrs Complete of readout of meterial t oday by Sect0r in operation t o t he east: 04 VC 
ICTA, 03 A.K CH. , 01 1-;-16, 01 B-40, 02 B-40 rc-unds , 02 hand grenades. 

1305, 1930 hrs URS Reports: Forward CP, 429th Sapper Group : XT 60175.3, Recon Company, 9th !)iv: 
X~ 643864, 101st Regiment: 58.3323 (out of our area). Bn size l ocatior.s: 6t0820, 629826, 72S854 
and 675388 , 

1306. 20113 hrs Tanks arrl ve:tlcl e s sited at 7t ,6881 appro::dmate~ 7 each. 
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Friday, 26 , ;ay 1972 (Continued) 

1307. 2047 hrs D-52 stri!:e s::: of An Ioc. 

1308, 2050 hrs Tanks spotted by Spectre at 756e42, 

Saturda,,, ?7 Ea,, 197? 

1309, 0055 hrs Three tarJ:s sited at 775886 - Passedl ! 

1310. 0110 hrs Three tanks moved to 768884 - Passed!! 

1311, 0135 hrs Spectre 01 worlcine, 

1312, 0620 hrs First supply drop of 4 pallets. All good and recOVPra½le. 62R corrected 120 
m1:ters -.,rest. 

1313, 0920 hrs S-3 reported that the ffiU would be moving out to Soc Gon Hamlet (780882). This 
inf'o passed to 62s. 

1314, 0930 hrs Delayed Entry: At 0805 hrs, PSA talked t o 62 about getting a counter mortar radar 
set up here. 

1315, • 0935 hrs Mr. Ric':' and Doctor Risch came up on the horn, PSI\ instructed Mr. Rice to find 
Stmdog, lls.sh and Chicc and expr<Jss our thanks for a job well done, PSA wants the copy of Ll.fe maf­
azine which has the article cor.cerning An loc. Cf1 Hall should send claim stateMents t o J.lajor Dal­
loH, He also need a multiple connector for 292 and extra cabl e , F3A gave 1-lr. Rice an estimate of 
civilians in town as 10,000, Doctor Risch wants us to tell Dr, Phuoc that the reC'uest for !'lledical 
supplies has been passed to the right Jleople and it should be air-dropped soon. 

1316. 1000 hrs Danger 79 called and FSA gave him an update. CCL Corley further reauested that 
consideration be eiven t o getting a counter mortar radar up here. 

1317, 1400 hrs Uoni tor 62I notified me that !Iinh Thanh ,-ras going to be dropped rice and food 
supplies right a~ray. 

1318. 1550 hrs Geronimo 6 called. LTC Corley gave him an update. 

1319. 2030 hrs Skillet H~tel reports Snapper 12 is in contact and that th 0 NVA have used 'gas'. 
Snapper has had no incc!"'ing artillery toda,7, onq mortar fire. 

1320. · 2040 hrs D:'..S Reports: 275 CP: 818848; Bn _si ze units at f!flf:984, 75SCl73, 852934, 867777, 
845S28, 800743, and 741.~37, 

1321, 2100 hrs Delayed 3'1try: RF Ccrnpanies on operations to-ia,.v discov':lred 3 badl;T disnandered 
bodies (VC) at 7GnS?. , alor!fr with rmch dried blood and indicetions t hat bodies were drug and car­
ried away . The PRU attenpterl. to recon Soc Gon Ha,'lliet th,i. s norning, but wh~n aboi, t 400 ~eters away 
an esti:1at~d platoon-sized VG ti..-:it in Soc Gon bet;an firi!l[. on thP. P?.U . The PRU withdre1·1, 

1322, 2105 hrs n.equ estnd t wo s':lts of fast Movers with !t- '32s and r:_g3s t c hit S0c Gon Ha~.l <'t, Re­
quested f or OSJO hrs. 774876, 780881: targets, 4 sets requested for 0830 hrs. 

( Personal note: Hi;r e at Tri Cmpoi;.nd we · had an incrr;es~ in incaning srtillery fir" over the past 
f ew days . There was a decrease , however, f or the city p,,rimet er as ll whole. Skillet r eported that 
his area wss receiving only 122 rocket fire and that Snapper 12 got only mortar fire.) 

Sunct1;rr, ?'3 : a·· 197? 

1323, 0400 hrs Chccl:-::::1 on air requested for 774876 and 780881 f or 0830 t c·lsy and was advised by 
62.1 that it had been approvrydl ! 

1324. 
t h~1! 

0525 hrs Snapper 12 ele.i:tent in heavy contact from 0525 until O! lO!! Spectre world.ng with 
!ller..;r used 3-40s, 75 ~"': and 82nun r.iortar with sporadic heavy arty. The attac~ lT!'IS pri.l'T\arily 
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Sur.jay, 28 ;;ay 1972 (Conti;-.ued ) 

1324. Ccntinued - fr= t he east side of S:1ap~r•s rosition. 

1325. 0623 hrs First r esupply drop, all okay!! Corrected 3r.,o ~.:eters south and 200 meters west!! 

1326. 0650 hrs Anti-aircraft positions locat~ at 773857 . (23mm) AA m1s firing at resupply plan~. 

1327. 0810 hrs Strike a ~ainst 37 vicinity 770CSJ . St'ndor, 40 controlling . Friendlies 800 m<?ters 
S.l. First t,-10 mar'.:s no &'.:'od. Fram 3rd smoke 50 ,,rest, south 40 neters. Al1 bcr:bs dumped. Ho. BD.\ 
yet. 

1323. 0850 hrs • Earshall 45 &ld 42A (HO!'ler) ca-;ie up. 45 has taken care of awu-ds for himself, 
r;eale end G~rnor, and is ~ust w11iting for 11 and llA to ge t out. 45 mnthd to !mow how much rice 
llC had and how l ong it uc·.u.d last. LTC Ton said t here was nQ. rice:, 45 sPid 10 t ons ere to b l'? 
dropp'.:'d ever-J dS:'i and dedicat-:d t o llC. Hor.v::r went ~d to know r.ow m 11r.y ci viliens Wt> had in tcwn 
and whe re _t hey 1-;ere. I told him 10,000 and that t hey were i :1 holes or trenches or whatever thPy 
could fir-d under ground . He wanted to kno,-r ~-rhat hgtlets were still lived ~n 1:>y civilia;:is. I told 
him 1'r.one in the i.-:anediate vicinity. " fo official word on PSI\ ' s surface travr~l, but "Y!lr;vthing 
possible is bei l'l,'.; done t c see t hat he gets on the 16 June boat. LTC Corley 1s orders are not yet · 
ir. his !1ands, but 1,5 was told t hat th0 y hav-, been cut. 45 did net talk t o Hr. lice this morning, 
so he did not !mow whether he ·had gotten through t o IIrs. _Corley . !fr. Rice will be up tomorrow. 

1329. 1000 hrs Aircraft now available and FA.C is Sundog 40. Reedy to put in strikes in RF oper­
ational area. LTC Ton declined the strikes. 

1330. l.140 hrs L'i'C '.i'he;'"l.'1 reported that ::.F troops ,,rent in to Soc Gon and f ound 30 lrvA bodies, 
snall arr'.s, hand gr ~nei es a.'1d laree aDounts of small anns ar;r,o e::.d a,., unidentified type of ar::IilO 

approximate~' 100:3! in size and 20-24 inches long (note: posdib~ tank smnc). A canplete list is 
to follow. mu is presently operating at 779865. 

1331. 1520 hrs· ?.esults c:f Soc Gon operation: 31 r;vA bodiP. s · in a shallow mass · grave, 2 AK-47s, 
1 B-40 launc!"ler, 9 £3-40 rounds, 3 61mm rounds, 22 8?.rnm roun.ds, 10 t and gren&.des, 1 bangalore, 30 
blocks of plastic explosive blocks; 1 61mm. mortar base plate, 20 Ke cf rice, 20 shovels. 

1332. 1C42 hrs 100 meters :353 of large tree aouth of Highway 303 should be a burned out truck-. 
checl: it out! I! 

1333. 1353 hrs : :e r:rust get rsplar. era~r:ts ir:to t he perimeter of An Loe and get all .th.-, seriously 
wounded out of here?! I consider it a sha'lle of nationRl propcrtior.s thE- '~ t hP :lIA have been allowed 
to suffer and die wit:1out ~· mal effort made to · get t hem to pro~r rned_;_cal care!?!! 

1334. 1855 hrs URS :leports: COSVl1 ... XU 330466, XT 488629 - (429 Sapper Group), XT 960945 - (257th 
Regiment), lb size unit_s at XT 708712, ,700896. 

1335. 2000 :u-s Snapper 12 in heavy contact - mortar, arty , etc - lasted until ?.030 hrs. 

Hondn1-' , 29 ;ra," 197?. 

1336. 0105 hrs Snapper 12 i n heavy contact - arty , mortar, direct fire wel\pons lasted until 0140 
hours. 

1337. 0710 hrs Air drops arc: okay, but too far north t oward 5th Division. 

1338 . 07?.0 hrs :il' , FF , T~l.J operational block f or toda.~ is a 3 sq•1are Y.ra area Sc': of town outlined 
b~ 767G72, 700874, 767840, 700,:;40. I notified 62I C'f t his and told him t o !:eep TAC Ar.I all of t h,,m 
v.nless iu call f or it. 

1339 . 0730 hr s ~needed the above coordinates and passed it t o 3killet Hotel. 

1340. 1240 hrs ::econ unit r et ur ned with info that at 780855 l:VA has a AA site. 

1341. 1350 hrs 76073 t c 7658CO :friendly troops back into positio:1. 

1342. 1615 hrs SP.nd paper hack reRi ing ':looks on · next US r esuppl,y chopper - incll' de "The Source 
11 
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Ifonda::'", 29 r~ 1972 ( Continur d ) 

1342. Contim,,,d - if you can find it! •~.'inds of ::ar " "Arno of i-" . .rup" - r:ysteries - "Annegedon" -
'" . .'a:::- and Pesce" 

1343. 1640 hrs '.l'l-ro each five gallon 1-rater ca.'1s. 

1344. 1705 hrs Sl:::illet Hotel reports that enemy arty cw now be heard firing out of the S'. !. 

1345. 1800 hrs J?::U (dress -xi as ;,ontem1ards) r econnect to t hP s;: and discovf!red the followi?1B - et 
700855 one '.'nen:,· A.A site - at 700~50 50 E> ne.:iy bunkers, one squad still t here - at 771861 at l east 
50 bt:n1,ers - at 764836, Slra:! mortar. In addition, t h 0 y dis cover~d 30 ene:i;:r graves, end additionally 
40 bodies, obviously d'.!ad a l :::ng time . All in all a Ver;' rood da..,. - !d.cknd off by a fake fire-fight 
in Thu 3on hamlet and the II!onteenards alleged~ escap~ f rora t:1e GV:: f orces. 

1346. 1950 hrs Deck of bridge cards, Svnd:r:• pack, rn~ical s1,pplies. 

Ttv~sd,i":' . '30 !I,._, 197? • 

1347. 0105 hrs Reported lights (1 set each) at ;:T 767833 end 765886. 

13118 . 0126 hrs Vehicle noving to S3 reported at 780860. 

1349 . 0415 hrs Sr:apir,r 12 in heavy contact. Stinc;er l-:'8S on station at the time and ms relieved 
on station by a Spectre. Contact lastod until 0450 hours. 

1350. 0442 !lrs 3ne-ny mo:-tar sito.d at 740870. C~eck on ~edical S'..'.pplies toda7! . Uere they re­
ceived in proper quantity and what was r equested?? 

1351. 0815 hrs Hl S'.:ppl.,.., drops for t..'.e day have been cO!!!pleted. All landed at 5th Division and 
near t h" northern J)P.rimeter. 

) 1352. 0920 hrs v:; rtport 37s at 780840 and 776836. Rela:-ed to Honitor 62s. 

1353. 1010 hrs Dynamite 6 ca.".le up for update and got it. 

) 

1354. 1515 hrs • S:i.all harassL-ie attack at both penetrations, on the rorth and i'Test. Lasted for 
abo~,t 30 minutes, 

1355. 1550 hrs 20,000 c:1olera iimm.mizaticns llere rec<!iVP.Cl end troops and civilians were ilmnmized 
or at least it lras started - For the record - I received a cholera shot today. 

1356. 1600 hrs ~-/hat causes cholera - what advice can we give the doctors that mght assist them?? 

1 iednesds". 31 l~gv 1 q72 

Send Chuck Hall's briefcase t o hirl with K-54 a.rid Lotter inside. 

1357 , 0205 hrs E.-riany mo:·ter spotted by Chico 64 at 753 '368. Advised to contact !Ioritor 62 for 
confimetion. 

1353. 0630 hrs ~ very, very quie~ morning t hus far!! 

1359. 1030 hrs D;'llllr.'.ite 6 got his up:iate . 

1,360. 1205 ·hrs mu reports approxi.J:lately t ,-ro companies O'f i--:VA in hons es and trenches on a line 
r mrrir-5 200-300 met ers r:orth of 7643-'.33. We can adjust. Request paralleled to 62S, 

1361, • 1230 hrs SP7 Tekata, C?l' :-roffct , DI.J Ingre;-.i and SFC Y, arta lr-:ent oi.:t on resupply bird - CPT 
Davis and ~:AJ Scofuiicl::i arrived as replaca:ients - :iail and resuppl:; also came in. 

1362. 1400 hrs Sector reports 1 en~ Bn at 840330, one 105 position at GJ6823 and 7 tarJ,s at 
00/.{1$0 (reported b:: civilians) to 820810. 
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~loonesdt>:·, 31 : :e;r 197:?. (Continued) 

1363. 11.30 ;:rs Cth i:n r -:ipo:-ts nortar at ';'( ;- ,1(.0. 

1364. 11.40 hrs For t he reccrd , on the r esupply chopp,;r t ode:· we rec .,,iv(ld on-J s11ck which continuP.d 
t :1e f ollo,-r.!.ne : (1) 'l'i:-e r :::peir }:it with patc:1es and p:rtp (2 ) ·me.il f er LTC Corl..,:, 1mri r..,;:, including 
three pacl:a~es frcn-:'.:JA 's 1rif'l (3) t1·ro s r;ts of sta:-ch"d ( ?) fati tu•" s for m~ (4) fi v,; cArtons of 
cigarett"!s (3 Salan, 2 ·.:inston) ( 5) Cartons of 1;..1m ( 6 ) 8 P.".C-?.5 batteri"cs (~ ) 1 pack (s:n11ll) of ; fu,:­
kre 'i9 pipe t obacco (C) 6· pairs of soc'.:s (?) ?, Packets cf h1mdkerchiefs (10) 6 hall-point pens 
(ll) pipe clear:er s a:·.d (12) four rolls of Life-S11vers. 

1365. 1510 hrs :347916 - Do we heve tan!<s sited here? l'.egative ! 

l36C. 1555 hrs 757931, 765931, 757927, 765927, 727884, 731 3t4, 727877 , 731877, Arty positions 
(boxes) provided b:• 8th J n. 

1367 . lS45 hrs 7S2344 best position 8th Bn car! give for 37mr.i. position, 

1368. 2055 hrs Tanks heard et approx:ilnate~' 752e62 '.)y 1/48. 

1.369, 2140 hrs Received one round of CS rnorter right outside our bunker. lie had to rE!llein ni11sked 
for 10 lliim:.tes. 

1370. 2300 hrs Revised list · to be forwarded when ~-,e · tr!J to find out ,rhat. ~ppened to· our resupply 
I'l.l.1,!l Ll.zhter fluid (2 ca.,s}, t oilet p11per ( 6 r olls), 1•1t1shing pb1·!der i (6 boxes), perking 
coffee (2 ea 31b c~s); kool-aid (presweetened - 20 r,ach:) , C-rations o: c:, .:ations ( 5 cases), pipe 
tcbecco - c:1cr~· bl c::d, f.nphcr11-::ix 79 (10 packcts eech), cicarettes - ~·au l-Iall, Sale.'ll - liarlboro • 
(3 carto::-,s each_,_ throat l ozen~es (~00 each ), beer: - 13':,di·reiser, Schlitz (1 case each), coke ( 1 case), 
ne,-mpap0rs (23 :.ay · to pres c:1t), mail and pacl:ages, '::U:.i.'1 fer Hensley around t he lst·of Ju~, p11per • 
back reeding books, 5 gal water cans (2 each ), sundry pac:~ (1 each), i:11:ect spray, spra:, deodorizer, 
.,,hiz codes, A:ro::: '.ones, i:ei·TS1·:eek anc' Tillle, t 1·ro snail uniforms and boots (size 7 for Sgt Luong). 

':'hnrsdA.,,., 1 J u:,e 1972 

137L 0-350 hrs Sector has troops in co:itact with en estbeted VC co:1pany at 7[ 5684, VC has one 
mortar a:,d machine eun, ".-:e are presently firine 0:1 the VC with OUl-' 81, hut have requested slow 
movers with soft ordna.,ce. 

1372. 0930 hrs r..ash 05 has fi,..:1ters to put in. Friendlies 400 meters sou;,h . H~ can adjust (1) 
15 meters · west of fi~t $!10ke. (2) 25 meters ,:est of 2nd smo!re . Fighters t o cone in to ~est. with 
ncrth break. (3) · Iiorth 50 neters in frcrn 1st bcmb. (4) '.lest 100 meters from last. (5) Last on tar-
get. Ordna:-:ce was i:-82s .followed by CBU-25, • 

1373. 1010 hrs ~e.'IJY 105 l ocated at 801858 (Sector report). Reported to 653 and Supe:rman. 

1374, 1205 hrs Squad of VC in culvert under 303 _at 766881. Reported to 653. 

1375. 1330 hrs . Srndog 40 has 4 F-4s with ;:-els. F-4s have only 15 minutes station ti'r:le. (Sec­
tor reported t his t o Div as a TIC, a.'1d t h-:! fight 'l::-s were turned over to us on that basis. I was 
never so advlsed ! ) • Frie."1!.i~' positions marl:ed 0~ smoke . ,larking r ound good, Fighters tald.ng 
ground fire from S',/ , cocrdi r.at'3s not available. Ilovl'! 100 m.-, t .,rs r.orth frcm .first bO'Tlbs. 

1376. 11.00 hrs l)Jma"tl.t.-, 6 got his dailv' 4-second updah. 

1377, 1810 hrs Citiz~, 653 reports 7 tanks spotted et 74.3f!:74, 

1378, 1335 hrs 5 tanks at 744374 and one tsnl: at 737885 . 

1379 . 1855 hrs l/4S r eports inc'.Jlll.ing nortars, and pr0b0 with small arms fire!! (Total rounds 
impacting near Tri Cor.ipowld - 32) 
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Frida;;' , 2 June 197~ (Continued ) 

Yestercla3-, LTC T~lor , :Ia j or llalltlM and I visited t he fi ,; l d position of t h"' l/4g and 8th Bns. LTC , 
Taylor visited 5t h ::in and :'.:liv Headq•.ierter s earlier!! 

1300 . 0400 hrs Ta.11 : with Col onel llhut about mail and maybe a fe1.r personal t hines we can bring i n 
f or h:im. Coordinate t his 1dt h Tewi 47 at l ei l'ne ! ! 

1381. 1200 hrs I did a conpl?.t c update on our situation n ap. !:VA •mits f omerly ae:p.inst us whi ch 
are now· oi..:.t of our ar,;a of inf'l uenc :? are: 101 RP-{;t (::T 59C2'1G on 27 ,;e:· ), 174 P.eet (: ,T 885437 on 
16 : :ay), 275 Rer,t (YU 037055 on 2C iiay ), Forward CF of 5th '.':VA Div (UT· 2040 on 2?· ;~), and main 
CP of 5th i':VA Division (: ;'I' 9150 on 30 Hay). UrJ.ts no l oneer effective; d ecb eted; and ·with t h" 
r enainin,,:: ::i.embcr s beine assiened t o other units · are : 271 ?..ct, , 272 Ret, 175t h r!et~ and 204th AC i't . 
?r'.C-20 1·nis last report ed at :CT 335875 on 15 ::a:', but it not hP.li0ve;d t o be t h 0 r e at present. The 
69t h !-:VA Art:- Division C!" was last r eport-:d at XT (S63942 on l t ::ay. It is bel.i. ev<>d t o have moved 
fron t hat pc-int l ocatic-n, b·:t is sti ll 1·rit:1i n our are~. Ot h~r rna.Jc r ,,_nit l ocations i n J3j_n.11 long 
?rev.inc ,:, as las t r eportrd .ar-: : 9t11 l--:VA Div CP at :X:T f-83851 on 28 ;:a_.,,. ; 165th Rgt at ZT f-.,'17784 on 
ll ::a_- ; :;:,-6 ~ 11t :CT 34os30 on 9 l ~ •j 141 !:.e:;j.., P!!t at ;~T 7?,l"ll. on 16 : :2;T j 209t'.1 ?."!r,im,:,:-.t at ::T 
803720 on 15 ;:a:-; 7t h I-:VA '.)iv. CI- at ::T 619709 on 213 Eay . 95-C ?.et was last r epor ted :·Jt of Dong 
::oai about 35 da,-ys ago. The s ources of t he · above info:niu1t i cn · are U;tS r eports, ro·,1 i nt erro,i::ati.ons, 
ar.d captt1.r ect · doc1.nsnts. (: 'ote: Pc!·sone.lly, • I f eel t hat · the ~bove patterns indice.te disengagement 
and wi t b:ir a,-ral, leevir:0 cnl :- min:inal nor t ars, artillcr:.' , tm,'.cs e.r:d troops (to :fight t o the · death ) 
as J LI•::: t o cover t he "1-rl.thdre.usls. Aeain, this is a strict l y personal ena~sis, not necessarily 
endorssd by t he canai:;S11 '.'lnt or pablisher. History (or t cr..orrow) may prove me wrong. 

1382. 1310 hr 3 Irr. Thiet:. , mechanic fror.t loc ili nh ~ to our· roe t oday . 
but st i ll 1:as a bullet · in h:ua . '. !e need t o get someone t o take care of him. 
little duty to Sgt Sun, '1-n,o reported this morning ~hat he had nothing t o ~o . 

He l ooks~ better, 
P3A will as sign this 

1333 . 2045 hrs nec= eni:i t hat my turtle be given a t our of t he Spectre and Stinger before he comes 
up end t he.t he bring either a i-;orl;ing transponder or 'haybe II beacons t hat Spectre can i dentify on 
the ground !!!! • •• 

1384. 2205 hrs Arrange f or meat to be aent t o Tai KharJ: , 

1385. 2345 hrs For t he paGt 3~ hours t he Supennan element t o our south has been attacl:i ng a mas­
sive bunJ~er ccrnpl l'lX 150 r.ieter s sout h of t heir 1:DP. So fe.r t hree VC have been CI A (but later died 
fror.t 1·:ounds), 3 B-40 CI.\, 6 A"!:~-47 CIA, 4 r esupply bundles r ecover ed. T:rl. s night-ti.Jae ec;gressive 
action on Supernian 1 s part is a new twist. i-:or e t o cane ? Let's hope so . 

1386; 
jail. 

2347 hr s Specter 91 on station. 
Let's see what happens. 

The transponder is bei ng tested now; the target is t he 

~ I . _/ I 

~eturdav , 3 J une 197? 

1337 . 0250 hrs B-52 strike t o the SZ of An Ioc. 

1388. 0347 hrs B-52 strike to t hri S3 of An Loe. 

1389 . 0442 hrs B-52 stril~e to t he South of An Ioc. 

1390. 0528 hrs B- 52 strike t o t he South of An Loe. 

1391. 0555 hrs 5 pallets of rice and one with medical supplies vill be on the ~ drop this 
morr.ing. For Sector ! I ;;otified ,;A.J Diem!!! 

1392. 0625 hrs B-52 strike t o t he S'.T of An loc. 

1393 . 0700 hrs supply dr ops have started . 

1394. 0730 hrs 3 B-52 strikes '!-rere i n vicinit y of 7674, 2 wf re at vicinit y of 7784/7884. 

1395. 0 /350 hrs Invit 0d to dinner at D:CPCur:.ns??? (Talked ,dth CPT Hall ,ind Gaynor) 

1396. 1050 hrs Civ.i.lians r et urning t o An Loe reported t he followi ng duri ll[.- nUestionine: hy Honest 
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.'.:;at,'.rd&J", 3 June 19n ( ::;ontinueci ) 

139'.) . Co::tir.ued - ;.:i_ke cc1.:...'1t,rpa:-t: At 7t2'31~, apprcxi.'1atel:· 200 :-:v~. wcr':l eith'!r ldllP.d and/or 
beclJ..:: ~rc=,ded last night dt'.rir.g bom'Ji n.g b:· 1AC AL: . Th · r cnairir.g healthy carried cut s lengthy 
medcvac of the ar:::a, wit;,r1_ra1-::i.ng to t h'? J::; . 

1397 . lJ..40 hrs LTC 'i'h!'.r.h r eports that :li.7 ccmp11 :-zy- on opAretions hnd discovered approxinately 200 
;-;rrA/VC bodi Ps at 7S4f!77 , appnrentJ..:,· :d.lled by s !l- 52 strike , The :-iodi 0 s were i n e dec0•1p0s"d st&tP, · 
inc:icetir.i:; t:iat the :3-52 strike ,-rhic:1 :n.:.bbed t hem out Wl!IS net recent. Littered around • wer'!:--personal 
it~1"1s a:1d barll~- ds:-1s c;-::d i.Lc!ividt,al ,-mapons. A mor P. compl"t!' r ~port will f ollc,,.-r when t hr- ,Ji' c=pa1:1;;r 
ret-.;.rn . 

1398. 2000 hrs 739922 is location of 105 howitzer and at 800893 is an !;vfl pletoon. Reported by 
I'.a jor Q.ti. 

1399 . 2205 hrs 3-52 strike i n t o t he south . 

Total rounds in or near Tri Compound - 15. 

1406 . 0215 hrs Population status in Binh long as · of 3 June 1972: Loe Ianh - 25,000 inclr t:es 
people captured by INA frcn An we; Chon ·Thanh - 4,000 m:-st peopls hev0 r:one to Binh Duong Prov­
inc'J; _ f,::: IDc - 22,000 i..-icl;.:.d-M military, ::ational Felice, Territorials and civiliar:s ; 5,000 scat- · 
t er ,;d around ."-n Loe, Ta.'1 loi , Te!1 Hung, :{a 'i'rach and '£an -~; 2:i.:1h Long residents in Binh Duong .,. 
22, 632 coni'inned by Dinh Dt1ong Province. Total 7,'3, 632. (Thes e figures are the best esti.,atP.s fra'!l 
COL ::hut.) 

1401. 0252 hrs Lights sited at 773S63 - Spectre coulr:n't see t he ground or pick it up on his 
sensors. Reported hy 8th Bn. 

1402. 0400 hrs Did ::teat e c?t to Tai IJ-ian.'1 yesterday? 

1403 , 0730 hrs Sector r equests air stri1<e at .784377 and 780873 . Chico 07 has requested t he 
fighters. 

1404. 1330 hrs ,!oti.fied by 65 that a DX for PSI\ -would be made tcmorrow at 1150 (tentative). 

1405. 1500 hrs Coni'inned ths above from 65, subj.,ct to epproVl!ll by FSA. FSA :to contact 65 before 
1800 hou:.s. 

1406. 1530 hrs 212· Tu...., Conpa:-:y r eturnE:d from operation vici nity :;::T 772M4, bringing an 37mm clip 
, r.i.th 5 e::i.pt:7 rounds a:1d parts of a US radio, nomenclature P.-1391/AUf-83, SI; '.!f,139 . Furth<?.r report 
t o f ollow. 

1407 . 1800 hrs Tiss,1lts of ill' operatic:-! t od~ : l AK-47 CIA., 1 AK-50 CIA., · 1 AK (modified) CIA, 10 
r ounds !32!rm mortar am:no; ?.adio mentioned ahove; l 37r.in clip; 40 VG bodies end 1 61mm mortar. 

l.40~. 2350 hrs D-52 strike in. (l:usic to our ears.) 

1409 . 2400 hrs Rounds of incoming on Tri t oday: 19. 
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Appendix 2 (Tay Ninh Province Report) to Annex J (Corde MRIII) to After-action .Report, 
~inh Long Campaign. 

,r, . 

1. (U) PURPOSE: To provide a ·chronological_ sequenc_e. of :eV¢nts describing those activities of 
fri~ndly and enemy un~ ts-/elementi; • during the period ·4 April '1972 through 25 June 1972 (Nguyen Hue 

'll!paign) which directly · or indirectiy affected the Binh Long Campaign during the same time period. 

2. (U) INTRODUCTION: The following report represents a total description and analysis of friend­
ly unit actions and deployments resulting from enemy intelligence, operational and logietica.l 
movements during the above described campaign. Thie report further provides information regarding 
friendly and enemy activities in neighboring provinces and bordering countries, discussing other 
separate campaigns therein . . This overview encompasses the orperational, logistical and psy~hQlogi­
cal transition experienced by the Free World Military Armed Forces from the beginning of the NVA 
offensive on 4 April to the end of the Binh Long Campaign on 25 June 1972. 

_3. (C) DISCUSSION: 

a. Summary of Operations 

(1) The early stages of .the enemy offensive in and around Tay Ninh Province were · chel"&(!terized by 
?a:rge enemy unit t11¢op movements from neighboring Cambodia into the north~rn portion of the Province 
known as ·war Z.ooe "C" e:nd increased indirect :fire attacks of limited· duration against F:F/PF outposts 

·. in southern Tay Ninh. J'reque·nt descriptions from a;?rial observers depicted the enemy as moving 
~om Cambodia to the III Corps Region in convoy formation on the north anct west. Artillery was 

. ~eported as well as large enemy unit deployments. 

(2) The first major GVN loss occurred when the 25th ARVN Division Fire Support Base at Lac Lorig 
XT075856 (FSB Pace) fell into enemy control (see Ann~ ·· G). On 2 April, a massive tank eupported 
ground attack was launched against Lac Long by an estimated battalion size NVA force. Lac Long 
was overrun with elements of the 25th Division suffering heavy casualties and withdrawing to the 
south along QI, 22. Results reported from Headquarters, 25th Division listed at more than 50 the 
number of ARVN soldiers killed or seriously wounded. US and VNAF airstrikes were placed on enemy 
positions with the entire Tay Ninh area north of the east-west gridline XT87 considered enemy-held 
and a free fire zone by rules of engagement. 

'i) Later the same day, Thien Ngon XT082817 received an indirect fire attack of 122mm rockets. 
~s was to continue frequently until the 25th Division at this location withdrew two days later. 

Reports were received during this period that enemy truck convoys were moving along Highway 109 
south from Kampong Cham in Cambodia towards Tay Ninh. 

(4) Indirect fire attack!! continued the following day against Fire Supp-:rt Bases Thien Ngon and 
Binh Minh (XT029787) west of QI, 22. Sporadic contact was made during th:s tim~ as several RF units 
engaged small VC elements moving throughout the Province. Intelligence reports received from URS 
placed unknown size enemy units within 1200 meters of XU773203 and xu637096 and within 2600 meters 
of XT017916. 

(5) On 5 April enemy indirect fire attacks continued along QI, 22 and areas adjacent thereof, as 
FSB Thien Ngan, Binh Minh and Trai Bi received 122mm rocke~ and 82mm mortar fire. Indications of 
continued enemy buildup resulted as reports were received gi~ing enemy unit ·1ocations as follows: 

Two VC battalions located at XT1055 
Unk size unit located within 250 meters of xu452096 
Regimental size CP locared within 1200 meters of XT800930 
D7/271 reported with mission to attack Bau Truong XTo679 
Unk size unit located within 2100 meters 9f XT322578 

(6) RF/PF casualties increased during the day as mines and booby traps were triggered by friendly 
forces as they continued their offensive operations. ,iinh Hung Hamlet XT295500 in Phu Khuong Dis­
trigt was entered by a squad of VC on 5 ·April. The VC killed the Hamlet ~hi~f, abducted 18 PSDF 
and captured approximately 30 small calibre weapons of alL types. 
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1 On 6 April, an Ulib repor1,c:u au ................ U••·--- ---- . 
1'7,'!, Indirect fire attacks continued against outposts and fire support bases along QI, cc. 

-~ the early morning hours of 7 April, Major General Hollingsworth directed the withdrawl of 
a and equipment from Binh Minh. The 3rd Bde, 1st Air Cev was redeployea: elong QL 22 to interdict 

nd prevent an anticipated armor invasion against Tay Ninh City ( see Annex K ) .• Indirect fire attacks 
ontinued fur the fourth straight day against all outposts along QL 22 in the northern War Zone "C" 
rea of Tay Ninh Province. 

:a; h the southern quadrant of the province, RF 160 in an outpost at XT214412 received 15 rounds 
,f 82mm mortars. Negative casualties were repqrted. 

(9) The Province personnel by then had received word on the fall of Loe Nin to the NVA and the 
rorward echelon penetrating An Loe. The province officials believed that an attack on Tay Ninh 
,1as inevitable. Enemy forces -were attempting to eliminate all ARVN presence in War Zone "c" and 
obtain free movement of units, reinforcements, and supplies primarily in support of offensive 
operations in Tay Ninh and Binh Long Provinces. Int'ormation received in regard to the intention 
of Hanoi to use predesignated provinces to set up a Provisienal Government after gaining complete 
control of the population and elimination all pro-GVN elements did little to calm the invasion 
jitters of the Tay Ninh populace. 

(10) During the early morning hours of 8 April, the MR III Communications Relay Complex on Nui Ba 
Den (Black Lady Mountain) was attacked and destroyed by elements of the D16 Sapper Battalion and 
elements of the 7th NVA Division providing infantry reinforcements. Communications were disrupted 
between friendly units throughout MR III, particularly between besieged An Loe and rear support 
units at Lai Khe and Long Binh. The main objective of the attack, according to a -PW, was to gain 
control of Nui Ba Den and establish control of the area for a later attack on Tay Ninh City, and to 
support enemy units attacking An Loe. An airmobile combat assault was conducted on the mountain 
that afternoon by RF Company 161, accompanied by 2 US advisors and one interpreter. The assault 
force regained control of the US and RF compounds and reestablished the relay facility within 72 
hours. This was the first victory achieved by GVN forces during the Nguyen Hue Campaign and re­
presented a tremendous psychological uplift for the citizens of Tay Ninh. This also increased the 
confidence of the RF/PF to engage the "NVA in battle and defeat them soundly. This was also the 
most significant incident of the campaign in Tay Ninh (P) to involve US personnel which resulted in 
2 US KIA, 1 US MrA and 5 US WIA. Territorial F.orce losses were 5 RF KIA, 11 RF WIA and 3 RF MrA. 
Enemy losses were listed as 52 VC KIA, 1 VC CIA and numerous weapons and ammunition CIA (see Annex 
C for more details). • 

(lJ' On 9 April the 25th Division abandoned Thien Ngon and Trai Bi fire bases under heavy pressure 
frl _Xemy forces. Reports from civilian source 1: indicated that a tank !upported force was moviog 
along Highway 24 in Cambodia southeast towards the border outpost at Phuoc Tan XT02o433 in prepar­
ation for an attack on Tay Ninh. The market was ordered closed .by the Province Chief and the bri~ge 
at Ben Soi was destroyed b-y element,e of the 25th Division ·as they pulled- be.ck fnom Thien Ngon ·and 
Trai BL 

(12) The AO of the 25th was reduced to cover areas just north of the city, eaet of the city ex­
tending to the Saigon River area, and west to the Cambodian border. At the same time, RFIPF units 
were pulled io to cover the populated areas around Tay Ninh and assumed this defensive posture· un-

·til late April. Concurrent with the· _ wi thdrawl . o-r the ?5th D~ vision from·· northern War Zone C', Phuoc 
Ninh District was declared as one of six VC controlled districts in South Vietnam. 

(13) Viet Cong Forces launched extensive terr.orist activities during this period and 
the following week. Enemy activity, mainly in the form of indirect fire attacks, were 
attempts to discredit the pacification effort in areas where PF provided the security. 
the sub-sector at Hieu Thien received 5 rounds of 82mm mortar fire. At the same time, 
al outposts in Hieu Thien District received indirect fire attacks. 

for most of 
directed in 

On 16 April 
two addition-

(14) On 17 April at o845 hrs, Naval Territorial Force RID 54, while conducting~ patrol on the 
Vam Co Dong River (vie XT155432 to XT2o8419) was ambushed by ao estimated company of VC. Results 
were 2 friendly KIA, 5 WIA, 1 boat burned and 2 others damaged. On 20 April Lien Doi 3/51 at Cam 
Giang (XT263385) recei, ed a coordinated indirect fire and sapper attack. The attacking unit was 
identified as the Dl6/429, the same unit accredited with the attack on 8 April on Nui Ba Den. 
The main thrust of the attack was directed at the artillery platoon positions.in the outpost. 
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.c 155mm was destroyed and two 105's were damaged. l,t,re than 2000 rds of l55mm HE and numerous 
,rounds of smoke and illumination were destroyed. At the same time, Territorial Force Artillery 
platoons at Suoi Da XT325564 and at Ninh An XT275510 were shelled which prevented them from firing 
in support of friendlies at Cam Giang. 

(15) During the period 25-29 April a major coordinated attack involving five hamlets in the Ben 
C' rea XT239302 was conducted by _the independent 24th and 217st NVA Regiments. This attack was 
L _hed in the AO of the 25th Divis-ion; however RFIPF units remained intact and defended their 
sectors. Artillery, US and VNAF airstrikes were deployed during the four day battle which resul­
ted in 250 WA KIA, unk WIA, and 1 NVA CIA. RF/PF losses were 4 KIA, 4 WIA and 6 MIA. The most 
significant aspect of the battle was that this w,s the first time that the Sector Commander and 
the ARVN Commander worked jointly to defeat the enemy during the campaign. Unfortunately, the five 
villages were totally destroyed by the continuous artillery and airstrikes in efforts to rout the 
WA from the villages r On 30 April RF./PF forces again combined with elements of the 25th Divil!ion 
to conduct a sweep operation in the vicinity of XT298260. Territorial Forces made contact with 
an unknown size NVA force resulting in 25 NVA KIA and 2 NVA CIA. The FW's related that their miss­
ion was to kill all the Americans (see Annex G). 

(16) Dm:ing the same period of the action in Ben Cau, enemy forces were attacking friendly out­
posts in Cambodia along Highway 1. Friendly forces were forced to withdraw from Svay Rieng WT895 
247 and were pushed to the east along Highway l to the border station at An Thuan XT295246. For 
four days the border station received indirect fire attacks. Reports that a large tank supported 
enemy force was within two kilometers failed to materialize a ground attack. On 30 April, a URS 
indicated that the enemy had withdrawn across the border into -Cambodia. 

(17) The 271st NVA Regiment, although defeated at Ben Cau pushed acres~ the Tay Ninh border into 
Hau Nghia Province in an attempt to cut Highway lat Trang Bang. Elements of the 27lst_did succeed 
to cut Highway lat Go Dau Ha in Hieu Thien District when water sappers on l May managed to blow 
one section of the Go Dau Ha bridge at XT373250. This was the only bridge remaining across the Van 
Co Dong River and the only link on Highway l running from Saigon to Phnom Penh in Cambodia. RF 
613, on bridge security, suffered 16 KIA, 9 WIA the loss of 28 weapons and 2 PRC/25 radios. Enemy 

• losses were l WA frogman KIA~ • The l.os-s ,of-the · bridge temporarily dierµpted military operations 
and civilian traffic in the area until a ferry system could be established, 

(18) 
RF/PF 
a' ·1 

Enemy activity through the remainder of the week was in the form of indirect fire attacks on 
units in the Ben Cau area. A cross border operation on 3 May by RF 118 at the border station 
Thuan yielded 9 VC KIA and no friendly losses. 

(19) On 7 May at 0115 hours, 4 separate outposts in Khiem Hanh District received indirect fire 
attacks simultaneously. Counter-battery fire wae directed in the suspected area of the origin of 
the attacks. An operation in that area (XT3021) yielded 10 VC KIA, 2 AK-47's and 47 107mm rockets 
CIA. Friendly losses were: l WIA. 

(20) Enemy forces took control of the Ben Cau area on 10 May as RF/PF units were· redeploye(l to 
strategic areas to counter the threat posed by enemy forces in Hau Nghia Province. Hieu Thien 
District headquarters was again shelled during this period, as were several outposts in Khiem ·Hanh. 
These indirect fire attacks ~ere to continue through the night of the 14th as the 24th and 271st 
WA Regiments made their escape from Trang Bang in Hau Nghia Province, after once~again unsuccess­
ful attempts to cut Highway l leading from Tay Ninh to Saigon. 

(21) On 19 May enemy activity surfaced in War Zone C as elements of the 92nd Hangers at Toole Cham 
XT622815 were isubjected to four separate indirect fire attacks and a supply air1:raft took ground to 
air fire. This series of events led to speculation that the enemy was attempting to cover the 
infiltration of units and supplies to Binh Long Province or attempting to cove, t he withdrawl of 
battered units from Binh Hong. On 23 May, GVN forces moved back into Ben Cau ~nd reestablished 
control in the area after a short contact in Tien Thom village XT260285, That afternoon, naval 
boats at XT393175 were ambushed by an unknown size enemy force, Results were 8 friendly WIA and 
l boat destroyed. There were no enemy losses. • 

(22) On 31 May, vie XT392173, RF 388 and PF 85, while on a blocking mission in coordination with 
. an attack into Hau Nghia by the 5oth Regiment, made contact with an estimatetl 200 to 300 VC. Arti­

llery and airstrikes were called for and the results of this action were 2 friendly KIA, 7 WIA, 
24VC KIA, 2 VC CIA and 4 AK-47's CIA. The prisoners identified their unit as" the K9 Battalion, 
271st Regiment. 
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J) On 4 June an unknown number of water sappers placed TNT on 2 docked boats of the 27th Boat 
o~pany at XT225431, ~esulting in 2 :friendly MIA and 2 boats sunk. This was the first time that 
ater sapper! had been employed in the province eince. l May when the Go Dau Ha bridge wal! blown. 

24) On 6 June in the vicinity of XT3o8420, the 277th and 9loth RF companies on a l!Weep operation 
er · ~tacked by an estimated battalion of VC. Friendly losses were 37 KIA, 7 MIA, 40 weapons and 
r. ~I! lost. Enemy losses were 28 KIA and 9 weapons CIA. 

25) RF companies 126 and 871 combined with element!! of the 25th Division on 16 June to conduct a 
weep operation into the area around Phuoc Tan Market. Report! had been received that the enemy 
as using his Rear Service Groups for replacements for combat losses, which meant a serioul! loss 
.n the efficiency of his supply operations. At 0710 hours the :friendly units received an indirect 
'ire attack on their positions. However, at 0730 hours, the force captured 7 VC and 20 suspects. 
1n 18 June PF 47 at XT207430 captured 2 large sampans on the Vam Co Dong River. Results were 4 VC, 
,00 rolli! of nylon, 15000 ampuls of penicillin and 2 large sampans with motors CIA. 

26) On 22 June at 1730 hours the 243rd and 688th RF companies at Suoi Dain the vicinity of 
:T330575 were attacked by an estimated VC company, later reinforced to a battalion. According to 
:ivilians in the Phuoc Long and Suoi Da hamlets, the VC deliberately burned and destroyed their 
1omes in order to negate pacification efforts. A large number of houses were destroyed by artil• 
!ry and VNAF airstrikes the next day in order to drive the VC out of the inhabited areae. The VC 
iere finally driven from the area on 24 June and took refuge in the Crescent. This incident, the 
Laet of' the Nguyen Hue Campaign, resulted in 34 RF KIA, 16 WIA, ·6 MIA, 44 weapon! and 2 radioe lost. 
Enemy losses were listed as 39 VC KIA and 17 weapone CIA. As a result of this action, enemy forces 
11ere denied a vital. area for a possible attack on Tay Ninh City,, and more importantly, probably 
11eakened the enemy capability to launch such an attack. 

b. Personnel Functions 

1) Friendly losses d~t~g th:._EJ.UYen Hue Camp!U:§n Wj:!re u follows: 
··~ 

\ ~ 

~ PF --~-

KIA 

94-

18 

WIA 

84 

28 

MrA 

12 

8 

(2) Morale: The morale of the Territorial Forces at the onset of the offensive was not one of 
optimistic enthusiasm. As tl:E 25th ARVN Division redeployed froin War Zone C, along with the l!ome­
;imes exaggerated accounts of the enemy's tenacity and ferocity in battle, fears of invasion and 
subsequent defeat were prevalent. RF/PF units and members felt that they were incapable of defend-· 
ing against an armor attack.However, the 8 April battle on Nui Ba Den did much to quell the fears 
of the Territorial Forces and restore their confidence and aggressivemess. This was the first 
victory achieved by GVN forces in the Nguyen Hue Campaign. The psychological uplift was particular­
ly noticeable in subsequent battles, specifically in Ben Cau, where the RF/PF remained intact to • 
defend their sectors despite overwhelming odds. Of special note was the fact that the desertion 
rate during the Nguyen Hue Ca.mpaign took no noticeable upsurge. 

(3) Awards: Awards were preeented to RF/PF forces for their actions on 8 April and for their 
achievements at Ben Cau. A total of 13 awards were presented to US personnel for their actions 
on Nui Ba Den on 8 April. 

c. Supply Function! 

Suoply functions did not . vary throughout : the· campe ign as T.erri torial. Force·S' Ylere not deployed out­
;ide of Sector Control. Unit losses of' equipment ·and weapons during the Nguyen Hue Campa i gn were 
swiftly replaced by responsible Sector and subsector logistical centers. There was no critical 
shortage of food, ammun;_tion or water and POL. 

d·. Communications 

With the exception of the loss of communications on 8 April between friendly units in MR III when 
the relay on N·ii Ba Den was rendered inoperative, communications were satisfactory throughout the 
cacpaign. Problems arose in heavily forested areas at times, but in all instances of units being 
in contact, no problems were conspicuous diring the reporting period. 
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I 
e. Psychological Functions ·and Other Aspects of the Campaign 

(1) During the reporting period widespread psychological, political and economic effects were 
felt within the province, stemming not only from local enemy actions and ARVN responses, but also 
f- the notoriety achieved by enemy efforts in other areas of MR III, MR I and II. 

(2J The initial strong showing of the enemy had the effect of caµsing widespread alarm, confusion 
and reduced confidence in ARVN forces. This result was somewhat reinforced by resentment caused 
in subsequent local actions in which GVN units seemed to rely on air and artillery responses to 
enemy presence rather than the less destructive effects of ground combat. Enemy propaganda sought 
to exploit the destructive effects of these actions along with the reluctance of ARVN units to en­
gage in ground combat. 

(3) The general local alarm was increased by the large scale early m9vements of refugees into the 
province from Binh Long and Binh Duong Provinces; the early movement of ethnic Cambodian refugees 
from a camp in the northern part qf the province into Suoi Da; and a particularly large (7,000 
people) movement of r.efugees from · the Ben Cau a·rea into camps nearer the local dietrict and pro·vi-

' nce capitals (nearly all have returned to their homes). The disheartening effect of these events 
on the people was compounded by a lar·ge scale exodus of wealthier families from the province .to 
what were considered safer areas. This group included the Province Chief's family, a fact which 
unfortunately achieved wide notoriety. At least ·the District Ch:1.ef deloberat·eiv brou·ght his family 
from Saigon to join him during this critical period as a display of confidence and determination. 

(~) The Social Welfare Service rose to the occasion during this period with quite encouraging 
effectiveness in providing food and -shelter for the refugees. The refugees also became a rallying 
point for various social and religious charitable institutions. Other services of ~he provincial 
government, however, found their field operations severely hampered by the security situation and, 

· tor at least the first month of this period, a disappointing level of despair and pessimism was not­
ed on the part of many senior civil government personnel. 

(5) While the exodus of a significant portion of the population served to generally increase 
"invasion jitters", there was a conspicuous adverse effect on the economy. The departure of people 
from main urban areas was enough to substantially reduce normal trade Jnd shut down many shops and 
businesses. This result was also increased by the general tendency of the remaining population to 
greatly reduce normal purchases, hoard some food items (in the earlier part of this period), and 
s )money. By late April most of the families which had left for the more secure areas of Vietnam 
r~ _,.rned to Tay Ninh. The economy was fairly stabilized by the end of the reporting period with 
only a relatively low level of money hoarding. • 

(6) _As the general enemy effort appeared to bog down and the local security situation seemed to 
imprvve, civil government functions resumed to nearly their normal levels. This gave rise to a 
gene.1·al optimism as reports of the enemy failures at An Loe and Kontum were being exploited by the 
VIS. While the diminishing popular image of ARVN units did not seem to improve, particularly follow­
ing the destruction of Suoi Da and Phuoc Long hamlets by VNAF airstrikes, GVN seemed to gain increas­
ed stature with the populace through effective Social Welfare Service operations and the civil 
government's role in managing the very popularly !upported efforts of various private relief organ­
izations operating under the Province War Victim's Relief Committee. Increased optimism and confi-

4ence in GVN, however, seemed to stem primarily f'rom President Nixon's dramatic actions against 
North Vietnam and his widely publicized visits to Red China and the Soviet Union. Significantly, 
the apparent general feeling of hopeful optimism was believed also enhanced by the beginning in 
early June, of the village assembly meetings in which the individual village populations deter.mined 
public utility projects and rural credit allotments in utilizing their respective village M)RD VSD 
funds. 

4. (C) CONCLUSIONS 

a. The over~ll Nguyen Hue Campaign as conducted by enemy forces in Tay Ninh Provine~ 
during the reporting period met with very little success. There were many instances where VCI would 
emerge and conduct themselves in the manner of government officials. Documents and intelligence 
reports indicated that much of the success of the enemy offensive would depend on the enemy's ability 
to win tbe people over. The enemy did not accomplish this goal. The pacification effort, however, 
did suffer setbacks, particularly when villages were destroyed needlessly by artillery and airstrikes. 

b. The failure of enemy forces to achieve a military victory in Tay Ninh Province was due 
mainly to the tenacity and willingness of Territorial Forces to defend their homes and families. 
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Leadership at the small unit level was commendable, particularly in the Ben Cau action in late 
April. Territorial Forces proved that they were capable of defeating the· enemy even when their 
homes or families were not involved. 

) C) LESSONS LEARNED 

a. The attacks by water sappers on 1 May and 4 June pointed out a lack of training on the 
part of the R:J'/J!F on the techniques of defense against all types of sapper attacks and the actions 
to be taken once sappers penetrate the defense. 

b. The attacks on Nui Ba Den and Cam Giang in April stressed the need for more sophisticat­
ed alert systems. 

c. There was constant evidence throughout the campaign of failure to plan timely operations 
on solid intelligence. Often, operations were based on intelligence reports three and maybe four 
days old. 

d. PSDF lack the training to cope with enemy hamlet incursions. PSDF were either too 
slow to react to the enemy or just did not act at all. 

6. (C) RECOMMENDATIONS 

a. Classes be given to all R:J'/J!F./PSDF members regardless of rank on acti'ons to be taken 
against sappers and the bolstering of defenses to provide timely warnings of sapper attacks. 

. b. R:J' ./J!F units should be issued more eensit_ive devices to provide early warning of enemy 
_movement around their perimeter. Methode of increasing the effectiveness of alert systems and the 
perimeter defenses should be· given priority consideration by higher headquarters to ascertain what 
devices (eg. sensors) could be incorporated into the TO&E of R:J'IPF units to give them this increased 
security capability. 

c. Advisors should stress more heavily the timely planning of operations in response to 
intelligence inf?rmation. 

) d. 
t , .op VC 
ability to 
solldation 

Training should be given high priority for key PSDF members to increase their capability 
forces before they reach the hamlet. This would not only boost their confidence in their 
defend their homes, but would allow the R:J' _/PF uni ts . to move into the clearing and con­
zonee. 

TABS 

TAB A. Unit identifications-location 

TABB. Significant indirect and direct fire attacks 
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.. A. (Unit Identifications and LOca~1onsJ ~o ~pp~uu~A ~ ,~a3 "-1J.U44- ~ 4...," •--"" • •-r-- - , 

,:tords MR III) to after action report, Binh Long Campaign. 

.DATE UNIT LOCATION SOURCE 

21 March 1972 Dl8/429 WT 912690 PW 

pril 1972 Dl6/429 XT 281582 PW 

8 April 1972 429 Sapper Cmnd XT 4459 URS 

20 April 1972 n16/429 XT 263385 Documents 'j. 

,,28 April 1972 24th, 271st Regt XT 12o458 Documents 

29 April 1972 K9/271/C30B XT 395145 PW 

31 April 1972 271/C30B XT 300248 PW 

23 June 1972 C33 Local Force Co XT 415305 HC 
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-
DATE LOCATION TYPE 

l April 1972 Thien Ngon-XT 082817 
Lac Long-XT 075856 Indirect Fire 

2 April 1972 Lac Long FSB XT 075856 Ground Attack 

) 3 April 1972 Tbien Ngon FSB XT 082817 Indirect Fire 

3 April 1972 49th Regiment XT C12.7785 Indirect Fire 

4 April 1972 Binh Minh FSB XT C12.9787 Indirect Fire 

4 April 1972 Thien Ngon XT 082817 Indirect Fire 

5 April 1972 Trai Bi XT 115705 Indirect Fire 

5 April 1972 Tbien Ngon XT 082817 Indirect Fire 

5 April 1972 Hung Dao XT 097762 Indirect Fire 

'8 April 1972 Nui Ba Den XT 285582 Ground Attack 

26 April 1972 Ben Cau XT 12o458 Ground Attack 

l May 1972 Go Dau Ha Bridge Sapper Attack 

There were a total of 62 indirect fire attacks during the Nguyen Hue Campaign, 
these were the more significant ones which directly affected the conduct of the 
Nguyen Hue Campaign in Tay Ninh. • 
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Appendix 2 (Tay Ninh Province Report) to Annex J (Corde MRIII) to After-action Report, 
Binh Long Campaign. 

• ,• :'•·· 
. ;,: 

1. (U) PURPOSE: To provide ·a chronological eequence. of ; ey~nte describing thoee activities of 
friimdly and enemy units/e"lement:; · during the period ·4 April ·1972 through 25 June 1972 (Nguyen Hue 
Campaign) which directly· or indirectiy affected the Binh Long Campaign during the same time period. 

2. (U} INTRODUCTION: The following report represents a total description and analysis of friend-
ly unit actions and deployments resulting from enemy intelligence, operational and logistica.l 
movements during the above described campaign. This report further provides information regarding 
friendly and enemy activities in neighboring provinces and bordering countries, discussing other 
eeparate campaigns therein. This overview encompasses the orperational, logistical and psy~hQlogi­
cal transition experienced by the Free World Military Armed Forces from the beginning of the NVA 
offensive on 4 April to the end of the Binh Long Campaign on 25 June 1972. 

3. (C) DISCUSSION: 

a. Summary of Operations 

(1) The early stages of .the enemy offensive in and around Tay Ninh Province were · cha:J'&Cterized by 
?a:rge enemy unit titOop movements from neighboring Cambodia into the northern portion of the Province 
known as War ZOQe "c" and increased i-ndirect ±'ire attacks o-f limited· duration against RF/PF outposts 

•. in southern Tay Ninh. Frequent descriptions from a,"?rial observere depicted the. enemy BE moving 
~om Cembodia to the III Corps Region in convoy formation on th~ north and" west. Artillery ·-wae 

. reported as well as large enemy unit deploymente. 

(2) The first major GVN loss occurred when the 25th ARYN Division Fire Support Base at Lac Long 
XT075856 (FSB Pace) fell into enemy control (see Ann~ ·G). On 2 April, a massive tank supported 
ground attack was launched against Lac Long by an estimated battalion size NVA force. Lac Long 
was overrun with e·lements of the 25th Division suffering heavy casualties and withdrawing to the 
south along QL 22. Results reported from Headquarters, 25th Division listed at more than 50 the 
number o-f ARVN soldiers killed or eeriously wounded. US and VNAF airstrikes were placed on enemy 
positions with the entire Tay Ninh area north of the east-west gridline XT87 considered enemy-held 
and a free fire zone by rules of engagement. 

(3) Later the same day, Thien Ngon XT082817 received an indirect fire attack of 122mm rockets. 
This was to contim~e frequently until the 25th Divil!ion at this location withdrew two days later. 
Reports were received during this period that enemy truck convoys were moving along Highway l09 
south from Kampong Cham in Cambodia towards Tay Ninh. 

(4) Indirect fire attacks continued the following day against Fire Suppcrt Bases Thien Ngon and 
Binh Minh (XT029787) west of QL 22. Sporadic contact was made during th:s time as several RF units 
engaged small VC elements moving throughout the Province. Intelligence reports received from URS 
placed unknown size enemy units within 1200 meters of XU773203 and xu637096 and within 2600 meters 
of XT017916. 

(5) On 5 April enemy indirect fire attacks continued along QL 22 and areas adjacent thereof, ae 
FSB Thien Ngon, Binh Minh and Trai Bi received 122mm rocke~ and 82mm mortar fire. Indications of 
continued enemy buildup resulted as reports were received gi~ing enemy unit locations as follows: 

Two vc ·battalions located at XT1055 
Unk size unit located within 250 meters of xu452096 
Regimental size CP locared within 1200 meters of XT80o930 
D7/271 reported with mission to attack Bau Truong XT0679 
Unk size unit located within 2100 meters 9f XT322578 

(6) RF/PF casualties increased during the day as mines and booby traps were triggered by friendly 
forces as they continued their offensive operations. ,~inh Hung Hamlet XT295500 in Phu Khuong Dis­
tri1,t was entered by a squad of VC on 5 April. The VC killed the Hamlet ~hi~f, abclucted 18 PSDF 
and captured approximately 30 small calibre weapons of BlL types. 
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xr.;677057, Indirect fire attacks continued against outposts and fire support bases along Q1 22 . 
During the early morning hours of 7 April, Major General Hollingsworth directed the withdrawl of 
men and equipment from Binh Mi nh. The 3rd Bde, 1st Air Cav was redeployed'_. along QL 22 to interdict 

·and prevent an anticipated armor invasion against Tay Ninh City (see Annex K) .• Indirect fire attacks 
··-<:ontioued for the fourth straight day against all outposts along QL 22 in the northern War Zone "c" 

area of Tay Ninh Province. 

) 

(8) In the southern quadrant of the province, RF 160 in an outpost at XT214412 received 15 rounds 
of 82mm mortars. Negative casualties were repqrted. 

(9) The Province personnel by then had received word on the fall of Loe Nin to the NVA and the 
forward echelon penetrating An Loe. The province officials believed that an attack on Tay Ninh 
was inevitable. Enemy forces -were attempting to eliminate all ARVN presence in War Zone "c" and 
obtain free movement of units, reinforcements, and supplies primarily in support of offenl:ive 
operations in Tay Ninh and Binh Long Provinces. Information received in regard to the intention 
of Hanoi to use predesignated provinces to set up a Provisional Government after gaining complete 
control of the population and elimination all pro-GVN elements did little to calm the invasion 
jitters of the Tay Ninh populace. 

(10) During the early morning hours of 8 April, the MR III Communications Relay Complex on Nui Ba 
Den (Black Lady Mountain) was attacked and destroyed by elements of the Dl6 Sapper Battalion and 
elements of the 7th NVA Division providing infantry reinforcements. Communications wer.e disrupted 

. between friendly units throughout MR III, particularly between besieged An Loe and rear support 
units at Lai Khe and Long Binh. The main objective of the attack, according to· a·Pw, was to gain 
control of Nui B~ Den and establish control of the area for a later attack on Tay Ninh City, and to 
support enemy units attacking An Loe. An airmobile combat assault was conducted on the mountain 
that afternoon by RF Company 161, accompanied by 2 US advisors and one interpreter. The assault 
force regained c·ontrol of the US and RF compounds and reestablished the relay facility within 72 
hours. This was the first victory achieved by GVN forces during the Nguyen Hue Campaign and re­
presented a tremendous psychological uplift for the citizens of Tay Ninh. This also increased the 
confidence of the RF/PF to engage the NVA in battle and defeat them soundly. This was also the 
most significant incident of the campaign in· Tay Ninh (P) to involve US personnel which resulted in 
2 US KIA, 1 US MIA and 5 US WIA. Territorial Force losses were 5 RF KIA, 11 RF WIA and 3 RF MIA. 
Enemy losses were listed as 52 VC KIA, 1 VC CIA and numerous weapons and ammunition CIA (see Annex 
C for more details). 

(11) On 9 April the 25th Division abandoned Thien Ngon and Trai Bi fire bases under heavy pressure 
from enemy forces. Reports from civilian sources indicated that a tauk supported f orce was moving 
along Highway 24 in Cambodia southeast towards the border outpost at Phuoc Tan XT02o433 in prepar­
ation for an attack on Tay Ninh. The market was ordered closed .by the Province Chi ef and the bri ~ge 

at Ben Soi was destroyed ~y elements of the 25th Division as they pulle~ back from Thien Ngon ·and 
Trai Bi. 

(12) The AO of the 25th was reduced to cover areas just north of the city, east of the city ex~ 
tending to the Saigon River area, and west to the Cambodian border. At the same time, RF _IPF units 
were pulled in to cover the populated areas around Tay Ninh and assumed this defensive posture un-

·ti.l late April. Concurrent with the· withdrawl of the ~5th Division from · northero War Zone C·, Phuoc 
Ninh District was declared as one of six VC controlled districts in South Vietnam . 

(13) Viet Cong Forces launched extensive terr.orist activities during this period and 
the following week. Enemy activity, mainly in the form of indirect fire attacks, were 
attempts to discredit the pacification e.ffort in areas where PF provided the security. 
the sub-sector at Hieu Thien received 5 rounds of 82mm mortar fire. At the same time, 
al outposts in Hieu Thien Distr.ict received indirect fire attacks. 

for most of 
directed in 

On 16 April 
two addition-

(14) On 17 April at o845 hrs, Naval Territorial Force RID 54, while conducting !:1 patrol on the 
Vam Co Dong River (vie XT155432 to XT208419) was ambushed by an estimated company of . VC. Results 
were 2 friendly KIA, 5 WIA, 1 boat burned and 2 others damage·d. On 20 April Lien Doi 3/51 at Cam 
Giang (XT263385) recehed a coordinated indirect fire and sapper attack. The attacking unit was 
identified as the D16/429, the same unit accredited with the attack on 8 April on Nui Ba Den. 
The main thrust of the attack was directed at the artillery platoon positions "in the outpost. 
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One 155mm was destroyed and two 105'a were damaged. More than 2000 rds of 155mm HE and numerous 
rounds of smoke and illumination were destroyed. At the same time, Territorial Force Artillery 
platoons at Suoi Da XT325564 and at Ninh An XT275510 were shelled which prevented them from firing 
in support of friendlies at Cam Giang. 

(15) During the period 25-29 April a major coordinated attack involving five hamlets in the Ben 
Cau area XT239302 was conducted by .the independent 24th and 217st NVA Regiments. This attack was 
launched in the AO of the 25th Division; however RF./PF units remained intact and defended their 
sectors. Artillery, US and VNAF airstrikes were deployed during the four day battle which resul­
ted in 250 NVA KIA, unk WIA, and l NVA CIA. RF/PF losses were 4 KIA, 4 WIA and 6 MIA. The most 
significant aspect of the battle was that this WfS the first time that the Sector Commander and 
the ARVN Commander worked jointly to defeat the enemy during the campaign. Unfortunately, the five 
villages were totally destroyed by the continuous artillery and air.strikes in efforts to rout the 
NVA from the villagesr On 30 April RF.IPF forces again combined· with elements of the 25th Division 
to conduct a sweep operation in the vicinity of XT298260. Territorial Forces made contact with 
an unknown size NVA force resulting in 25 NVA KIA and 2 NVA CIA. The PW'a related that their miss­
ion was to kill all the Americans (see Annex G). 

(16) During the same period of the .action in Ben Cau, enemy forces were attacking friendly out­
posts in Cambodia along Highway 1. Friendly forces were forced to withdraw from Svay Rieng WT895 
247 and were pushed to the east along Highway l to the border station at An Thuan XT295246. For 
four days the border station received indirect fire attacks. Reports that a large tank supported 
enemy force was within two kilometers failed to materialize a grourid attack. On 30 April, a URS 
indicated that the enemy had withdrawn across the border into Cambodia. 

(17) ' The 271st NVA Regiment, although defeated at Ben Ca~ pushed across the Tay Ninh border into 
Hau Nghia Province in an attempt to cut Highway lat Trang Bang. Elemeots of the 271st did succeed 
to cut Highway 1 at Go Dau Ha in Hieu Thien District when water sappers on 1 May managed to blow 
one section of the Go Dau Ha bridge at XT373250. This was the only bridge remaining across the Van 
Co Dong River and the only link on Highway 1 running from Saigon to Phnom Penh in Cambodia. RF 
613, on bridge security, suffered 16 KIA, 9 WIA the loss of 28 weapons and 2 PRC/25 radios. Enemy 

• losses were l WA frogman KIA~ .. The los.s ,of -the · bridge temporarily dinµpted military operations 
and civilian traffic in the area until a ferry system could be established. 

(18) Enemy activity through the remainder of the week was in the form of indirect fire attack!! on 
RF/PF units in the Ben Cau area. A cross border operation on 3 May by RF 118 at the border .station 
at An Thuan yielded 9 VC KIA and no friendly losses. 

(19) On 7 May at 0115 hours, 4 separate outposts in Khiem Hanh District received indirect fire 
attacks simultaneously. Counter-battery fire was directed in ·the suspected area of the origin of 
the attac~s. An operation in that area (XT3021) yielded 10 VC KIA, 2 AK-47's and 47 107mm rockets 
CIA. Friendly losses were: l WIA. 

(20) Enemy forces took control of the Ben Cau area on 10 May as RF/PF units were· redeploye(l to 
strategic areas to counter the threat posed by enemy forces in Hau Nghia Province. Hieu Thien 
District headquarters was again shelled during this period, as were several outposts in Khiem ·Hanh. 
These indirect fire attacks ~ere to continue through the night of the 14th as the 24th and 27let 
NVA Regiments made their escape from Trang Bang in Hau Nghia Province, after once~again unsuccess­
ful attempts to cut Highway 1 leading from Tay Ninh to Saigon. 

(21) On 19 May enemy activity surfaced in War Zone C as elements of the 92nd Hangers at Tonle Cham 
XT622815 were subj ect.ed to four separate indirect fire attacks and a supply aircraft took ground to 
air fire. This series of events led to speculation th~t the enemy W8S attempting to cover the 
infiltration of units and supplies to Binh Long Province or attempting to cove~ the withdrawl of 
battered units from Binh Hong. On 23 May, GVN forces moved back into Ben Cau dnd reestablished 
control in the area after a short contact in Tien Thom village XT260285. That afternoon, naval 
boats at XT393175 were ambushed by an unknown size enemy force. Results were 8 friendly WIA and · 
l boat destroyed. There were no enemy losses. 

(22) On 31 May·, vie XT392173, RF 388 and PF 85, while on a blocking mission in coordination with 
. an attack into Hau Nghia by the 5oth Regiment, made contact with an estimatetl 200 to 300 VC. Arti­

llery and airstrikes were called for and the results of this action were 2 friendly KIA, 7 WIA, 
24VC KIA, 2 VC CIA and 4 AK-47's CIA. The prisoners identified their unit as the K9 Battalion, 
271st Regiment. 
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(23) On 4 June an unkno~n number of water sappers placed TNT on 2 docked boats of the 27th Boat 
Company at XT225431, ~esulting in 2 friendly MIA and 2 boats sunk. This was the first time that 
water sappers had been employed in the province since. l May when the Go Dau Ha bridge was blown. 

_24) On 6 June in the vicinity of XT308420, the 277th and 910th RF companies on a sweep operation 
were attacked by an estimated battalion of VC. Friendly losses were 37 KIA, 7 MIA, 40 weapons and 
2 radios lost. Enemy losses were 28 KIA and 9 weapons CIA. 

(25) RF companies 126 and 871 combined with elements of the 25th Division on 16 June to conduct a 
sweep operation into the area around Phuoc Tan Market. Reports had been received that the enemy 
was using his Rear Service Groups for replacements for combat losses, ·which meant a serious loss 
in the efficiency of his supply operations. At 0710 hours the friendly units received an indirect 
fire attack on their positions. However, at 0730 hours, the force captured 7 VC and 20 suspects. 
On 18 June PF 47 at XT207430 captured 2 large sampans on the Vam Co Dong River. Results were 4 VC, 
400 rolls of nylon, 15000 ampuls of penicillin and 2 large sampans with motors CIA. 

(26) On 22 June at 1730 hours the 243rd and 688th RF companies at Suoi Dain the vicinity of 
XT330575 were attacked b·y an estimated VC company, later reinforced to a battalion. Accordi"ng to 
civilians in the Phuoc Long and Suoi Da hamlets, the VC deliberately burned and destroyed their 
homes in order to negate pa.cification efforts. A large number of houses were destroyed _ by artil• 

lery and VNAF airstrikes the next day in order to drive the VC ·out of the inhabited areas. The VC 
were finally driven from the area on 24 June and took refuge in the Crescent. This incident, the 
laet of the Nguyen Hue Campaign, resulted in 34 .RF KIA, 16 WIA, 6 MIA, 44 weapons and 2 radios lost. 
Enemy losses were listed as 39 VC KIA and 17 weapons CIA. As a result of this action, enemy forces 
were denied a vital area for a possible attack on Tay Ninh City, and more importantly, probably 
weakened the enemy ·capability to launch such an attack. 

b. Personnel Functions 

(,1) Friendly losses d~~-~g th::,~~yen Hue Camp!i_~n were as follows: 
'•~ 

'RF 
)... 

PF .·J: 

KIA 

94 

18 

WIA 

84 

28 

12 

8 

(2) Morale: The morale of the Territorial Forces at the onset of the offensive was not one of 
optimistic enthusiasm. As tl:E 25th ARVN Division redeployed from War Zone C, along with the some-

times exaggerated accounts of the enemy's tenacity and ferocity in battle, fea·rs of invasion and 
subsequent defeat were prevalent. RF/PF units and members felt that they were incapable of defend-· 
ing against an armor attack.-However, the 8 April battle on Nui Ba Den did much to quell the fears 

·of the Territorial Forces and restore their confidence and aggressivemess. This was the first 
victory achieved by GVN forces in the Nguyen Hue Campaign. The psychological uplift was particular­
ly noticeable in subsequent battles, specifically in Ben Cau, where the RF/PF remained intact to · 
defend their sectors despite overwhelming odds. Of special note was the fact that the desertion 
rate during the Nguyen Hue Ca.mpaign took no noticeable upsurge. 

(3) Awards: Awards were presented to RF/PF forces for their actions on 8 April and for their 
achievements at Ben Cau. A total of 13 awards were presented to US personnel for their actions 
on Nui Ba Den on 8 April. 

c. Supply Functions_ 

Si.mply functions did . not vary throughout ; the· campaign as Terri toria1 . Force's• -were not deployed out­
side of Sector Control. Unit losses of equipment ·and weapons during the Nguyen Hue Campaign were 
swiftly replaced by responsible Sector and subsector logistical centers. There was no critical 
shortage .of food, ammun;tion or water and POL. 

d. Communications 

With the exception of the loss of communications on 8 April between friendly units in MR III when 
the relay on N·1i Ba Den was rendered inoperative, communications were satisfactory throughout the 
campaign. Problems arose in heavily forested areas at times, but in all instances of units being 
)in contact, no problems were conspicuous diring the reporting period. 
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e. Psychological Functions and Other Aspects of the Campaign 

(1) During the reporting period widespread psychological, political -and economic effects were 
felt within the province, stemming not only from local enemy actions and ARVN responses, but also 
from the notoriety achieved by enemy efforts in other areas of MR III, MR I and II. 

(2) The initial strong showing of the enemy ·had the effect of causing widespread alarm, confusion 
and reduced confidence in ARVN forces. This result was somewhat reinforced by resentment caused 
in subsequent loca.1 actions in which GVN units seemed 'to rely on air and _ artillery responses to 
enemy presence rather than the less destructive effects of ground combat. Enemy propaganda sought 
to exploit the destructive effects of these actions along with the reluctance of ARVN units to en­
gage in . ground combat. 

(3) The general local alarm was increased by the large scale early movements of refugees into the 
province from Binh Long and Binh Duong Provinces; the early movement of ethnic Cambodian refugees 
from a camp in the northern part of the province into Suoi Da; and a particularly large (J,000 
people) movement of r.efugees from · the Ben Cau a·rea into camps nearer the local di!!trict and provi­
nce capitals (nearly all have returned to their homes). The disheartening effect of these events 
on the people was compounded by a lar·ge scale exodus of wealthier families from the province _to 
what were considered safer areas. This group included the Province Chief's family, a fact which 
unfortunately achieved wide notoriety. At least ·the District CM.et deloberat·.e1v brought his family 
from Saigon ·to join him during this critical period as a display of confidence and determination. 

(4) The Social Welfare Service rose to the occltsion during this period with quite encouraging 
effectiveness in providing food and shelter for the refugees. The refugees also became a rallying 
point for various social and religious charitable institutions. Other services of ·the provincial 
government, however, found their field operations severely hampered by the security situation and, 

·for at least the first month of this period, a disappointing level of despair and pessimism was not­
ed on the part of ma_ny senior civil government personnel. 

(5) While the exodus of a significant portion of the population served to generally increase 
"invasion jitters", there was a conspicuous adverse effect on the economy. The departure of people 
from main .urban areas was enough to substantially reduce normal trade ~nd shut down many shops and 

\ businesses. This result was also increased by the general tendency of the remaining population to 
/ greatly reduce normal purchases, hoard some food items (in the earlier part of this peri-od), and 

save money. By late April most of the families which had left for the more secure areas of Vietnam 
returned to Tay Ninh. The economy was fa·irly stabilized by the end of th~ reporting period with 
only a relatively low level of money hoarding. 

(6) As the general enemy effort appeared to bog down and the local security situation seemed to 
imprvve, civil government functions resumed to nearly their normal levels. This gave rise to a 
gene-'·al optimism as reports of the enemy failures at An Loe and Kontum were being exploited by the 
VIS. While the diminishing popular image of ARVN units did not seem tb improve, particularly follow­
ing the destruction of Suoi Da and Phuoc Long hamlets by VNAF airstrikes~ GVN seemed to gain increas­
ed stature with the populace through effective Social Welfare Service operations and ·the civil 
government '-e role in managing the very popularly supported efforts · of various private relief organ­
izations operating under the Province War Victim's Relief Committee. Increased optimism and confi-

4ence in GVN, however, seemed to stem primarily from President Nixon's dramatic actions against 
North Vietnam and his widely publicized visits to Red China and the Soviet Union. Significantly, 
the apparent general feeling of hopeful optimism was believed also enhanced by the beginning in 
early June, of the village assembly meetings in which the individual village populations deter.mined 
public utility projects and rural credit allotments in utilizing their respective village MJRD VSD 
funds. • 

4. (C) CONCLUSIONS 

a. The overall Nguyen Hue Campaign as conducted by enemy forces in Tay Ninh Provine~ 
during the reporting period met with very little success. There were many instances where VCI would 
emerge and conduct themselves in the manner of government officials. Documents and intelligence 
reports indicated that much of the success of the enemy offensive would depend on the enemy's ability 
to win the people over. The enemy did not accomplish this goal. The pacification effort, however, 
did suffer setbacks, particularly when villages were destroyed needlessly by artillery and airstrikes. 

b, The failure of enemy forces to achieve a military victory in Tay Ninh Province was due 
) mainly to the tenacity and willingness of Territorial Forces to defend their homes and families. 
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Leadership at the small unit level was commendable, particularly in the Ben Cau action in late 
April. Territorial Forces proved that they were capable of defeating the· enemy even when their 
homes or families were not involved. 

5. (C) LESSONS LEARNED 

a. The attacks by water sappers on l May and 4 June pointed out a lack of training on the 
part of the RF/PF on the techniques of defense against all types of sapper attacks and the actions 
to be taken once sappers penetrate the defense. 

b. The attacks on Nui· Ba Den and Cam Giang iri April stressed the need for more sophisticat­
ed alert systems. 

c. There was constant evidence throughout the campaign of failure to plan timely operations 
on solid intelligence. Often, operations were based on intelligence reports three and maybe four 
days old. 

d, PSDF lack the training to cope. with enemy hamlet incursions. PSDF were either too 
slow to react to the enemy or just did not act at all. 

6. (C) RECOMMENDATIONS 

a. Classes be given to all RF/PF_/PSDF members regardless of rank on acttonl!! to be taken 
against sappers and the bolstering of defenses to provide timely .warnings of sapper attacks. 

. b. RF/PF units should be issued more l!!ensit_ive device!!! to provide early warning of enemy 
_movement around their perimeter. Methode of increasing the effectiveness of alert systems and the 
perimeter defenses should be· given priority consideration by higher headquarters to ascertain what 
devices (eg. sensors) could be incorporated into _the TO&E of RFIPF units to give them this increased 
security capability. 

c. Advisors should stress more heavily the timely planning of operations in response to 
intelligence inf?rmation. 

d. Training should be given high priority for key PSDF members to increase their capability 
to stop VC forces before they reach the hamlet. This would not only boost their confidence in their 
ability to defend their homes, but would allow the RF _/PF units . to move into the clearing and con­
solidation zones. 

TABS 

TAB A. Unit identifications-location 

TABB. Significant indirect and direct fire attacks 

y_· 
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TAB A. (Unit ldenil1'ic1;tions and Loca t ions) to Ap~e1h.1l.X c::'. l'l'ay ~iui, l·'ru v 1L.1et: rtt:iJOrt) tu Annex 
~ •J {Cords MR III) to after action report, Binh Long Campaign. 

DATE UNIT LOCATION SOURCE 

) 21 March 1972 Dl8/429 ~ 912690 PW 

8 April 1972 Dl6/429 XT 281582 PW 

8 April 1972 429 Sapper Cmnd XT 4459 URS 

20 April 1972 Dl6/429 XT 263385 Documents 

,28 April 1972 24th, 271st Regt XT 12o458 Documents 

29 April 1972 K9/27l/C30B XT 395145 PW 

31 April 1972 271/C30B XT 300248 PW 

23 June 1972 C33 Local Force Co XT 415305 HC 

) 

) 
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DATE LOCATION TYPE 

l April 1972 Thien Ngon-XT 082817 
Lac Long-XT 075856 Indirect Fire 

2 April 1972 Lac Long FSB XT 075856 Ground Attack 

3 April 1972 Thien Ngan FSB XT o8281 7 Indirect Fire 

3 April 1972 49th Regiment XT C/27785 Indirect Fire 

4 April 1972 Binh Minh FSB XT C/29787 Indirect Fire 

4 April 1972 Thien Ngon XT o82817 Indirect Fire 

5 April 1972 Trai Bi XT 115705 Indirect Fire 

5 April 1972 Thien Ngon XT o82817 Indirect Fire 

5 April 1972 Hung Dao XT 097762 Indirect Fire 

'8 April 1972 Nui Ba Den XT 285582 Ground Attack 

26 April 1972 Ben Cau XT 12o458 Ground Attack 

l May 1972 Go Dau Ha Bridge Sapper Attack 

There were a total of 62 indirect fire attacks during the Nguyen Hue Campaign, 
these were the more significant ones which directly affected the conduct of the 
Nguyen Hue Campaign in Tay Ninh. • 
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