
tta appe.-ed reactf to surrender. The 'Kl Ccl'SOO' scott caled for hin to Strid ..., and come forw.-d, btJ he dkil1 move. CU ScOIJs had reUnled for fuel and we were 
short LOHs ooe to conilcf dclnage, so I hovered the C&C ~ ;.isl behind the NVA. SUdclri/ we came ooder irtense fie from a age force to tis re.-. a trap had been 
pined for the Bkles. I caled for the GlllS and ltl8'I were ahady in-bomd. They iu fNery rocket rvt oo top of the NVA. ll was a tting of beatiy!I I clm>ed to allude 
and caled from some .rtillery. AbotJ tta tine, Oak To received cl10lfler atack from Rocket Ridge. Just as the iltilery gci registered for us, the ARVN CcllC:eled cu rrissloll 
and 01.f Slnl-by reserve. I bied to tel them the rocket allack was ;JSt a diversion and tta we had thei' NVA Regimeftal fob ""ed. No kJc:k. so we had to wlhcnw. 
However, we caled in TAC ai and ltl8'I did a me job oo tta tll'get! From tta dcrf on, the ballle of Oak To• Ben Het was over and the NVA wlhckew. I an c:orwn:ed we 
had fomd and hi a major headquaters. 

For Ma'/ and Jme, A Trp clained 124 NVA kled, 66 more !Ji aistri(es Md iltilery, ooe ._,ad pm 93 lulkers deslrO'fed. They also ta1med ooe AK-50, a 12211111 rodfel, 
three AKs and an asSOftmelt of armos. 

Julf • On the 7th, a O Trp jeep struck a mile wt.le retllTWlg from a fllOllted rrission kling SSG Charlel E. Smlh, SP4 Colon D. Y1111111, Md PFC Pu E. Johnlon. Dlmg the 
I.Gerpatof J&,/, A Trpstcl'ted wor11ilgforthe 1st8de against the 1111h. K-2. Md 95B NVARegimertscurio Opermi Hines. The ponay AO was between the Mang Gang Pass 
oo Ql 19 and l1 Action. D Trp cormied to perform recOfJlilissalce and seany nissions in the 41h Division's TAOR <kri1g 1tis m<nh. 

August • On the 2nd, A Trp was wOfked to the east of An Khe when ltl8'I observed numerous hi!tl speed trais. Slructll'es and over 60 bln<ers. Ctickens and westock were seen 
in the .-ea, so the enem, was ne.- if hald. AbotJ 1530, one LOH reported tta he was experienciJg difficulies wlh the aicralt. ll then lost power, crashed ito some trees and 
btmed. The crew were seen departilg the .-ea wlh enem, sokiers folowilg close belind btJ the foiage was too thick for the ARP to be ilserted. N. 1610, the downed crew 
were lac.fed in a smal de.mg abotf 1000 meters from the crash sle Md were eJCUacted !Ji a med tNac stip wlh a µigle penelrlfor. A series of itensive aistJtes were <hc:ted 
oo the enem, poslions tta kied 23 NVA. On the 3rd, A Trp fomd a 1i!1J speed trail and folowed il for i!9t miles. They fWld several NVA, bicycles, and bln<ers along the Wa'f. 
Al total the GlllS and astri<es kiNed ten NVA tta dcrf. On the 61h, A Trp received he.wy AW fie from a age NVA c~ abotf 35 KMs norlhwest of An Khe. When the Scom 
rel!Jned after the GlllS had expended, ltl8'I fomd 11 dead NVA. A flJther VA revealed tta the c001)leX was surromded 11'/ runerous 11111\ traps tta were construded oo 16-toci 
lelVfls of bamoo wlh ptq Slakes every six ilches. Several aistri<es were JU ito the C0n1)lex. On the 16th, A Trp was caled to 5'-"P(llt a 4-11111\ LRRP in cortact. The GIiis 
kled ten NVA and ~ eJC!ract the LRRPs. On the 161h, C Trp's ARP discovered wta ooe 173rd Abn officer caled •ooe of the most vaJable pieces of infomaion of the Vialllcln 
W..■ • In the northern end of the An Lao v-, the ScOIJs observed a tlllnel and bln<er CQn1llex. The BkJeS encoinered AW fie from the C001)leX btJ b.ded thei' W'l/f lmide 
ooe of the caves. There ltl8'I met and kled flU NVA. k was later determined tta two were I\Jssicl'l trailed doctors and the other a Russian trailed ptwmacist. One arthe doctor 
Ccl'Tied a map and ilformcmi pinponi1g the poslion ar the NVA hospilals and medical s...,ptf poits in the AO. On the 17th, A Trp made 1(11 COl1act and ilserted the lbs. 
They fomd a wel ecµpped base Cilrt1I and caches of clothes pm a bcl'bershop and deslrO'fed il wlh fie Md explosties. 0 Trp cormJed to perform recomaisscl'1C:e and semty 
nissions in the 41h DiYislon's TAOR <kri1g ttis mcnh; btJ oo the 31st ltl8'I moved to Ban Me Ttut East wlh a cormgency from HHT to prepa-e for operations cl'omd h Bu 
Prang SF car11>-

Septenmer • On the 1st, B Trp moved to Ban Me Ttut East Md the S(Jmoo set ..., a '!Uhless Forw.-cr there to Sl4)pOrt TF Fvter and elemerts of the 23rd ARVN DiYision. 
Weather hardcapped tactical operiDIOS for l)cl'tS of the mcnh. Even thoui,1 various ScJJuoo elemerts had lived cf Ban Me Ttut East prior to ltis, I was 511 a 11:a ar woit ID 
re-estabish a base cf old •c~ Bleakness". Ai'craft maitenance was never a pleasn e>q>erience cf Ban Me Ttut East. Wlltwl a few dcrfs two of O Trp's plaloons wm-e lifted 
to Bu Prang in an lnf.rtry, seany, a-mobile reaclion force for B Trp. Bu Prq was a smal car11> and lo!jsticatf ID prepa-ed for ltis age Americcl1 ld. As a ri=d HHT was 
,;ten the responsililily of ftting food, sheler naerial, and essemal s...,plies to the o Trp elemerts cf Bu Prang. Basicat/ ltl8'I flew two res...,ptf rrissions !Nery da'f to Bu Pnl1g. 
HHT and D Trp also estabished an armo res...,ptf poit if Nhon Co for the Sept. By the end of the mor1h, HHT shps were also makilg silgle stip ilsef1ions of O Trp l)«SOm8I 
and VIC!lnanese MPs along QL8B. They wl)ljd (JJeSlion the locals in allempts to learn more abotf the enen?f blild '-" in the SlffOlllding .-eas. HHT slips also performed medlvac 
nissions from the Bu Prang .-ea. B Trp l1lcllaged to kl ten enemy sokiers Md lac.fed JUnerOUS bln<er ~ roties of inlilrcDlll and .-eas where massive cl'IIOllU of 
food were lllCler ~cDlll 11'/ the enen?f. Two aicraft were bact, dan1aged !Ji enem, fie and ooe plot seriously wOlllded. 

October - B Trp's datf recomaissa'lce provided considerable iteligence difa as the enem, movemerts and ac!Nlies in the Bu Prang .-ea n:reased. NIITllll'ous twooac sles 
and btner ~ . wel used trails. and crops lllCler tavest were reported. AW fie cireded against B Trp's acraft increased as the mcnh prO!Jessed. Wuher preculed 
some opermis e.-t, and ne.- the nidde of the mor1h. Dlrtlg the last week of the mor1h, !we B Trp aicraft were daniaged !Ji M fie. On the 2111h. the upacted enemy offansM 
was lan:hed wlh allacks on CIOG Call1)S al cl'Ollld the Bu Prang .-ea. Tlis action waud be known as 'The Siege of Bu Prang'. On the 291h. B Trp lhwcl'ted bee sap;r• 
allacks oo fiebases .-01.fld Bu Prang. Gm ship all.acks destrO'fed two 12. 7 nm M !JR and ooe 57nm RR. The friendies begal abandonilg fiebases and consoldalilg anuid 
the main Bu Prang Md Due Lap cal11S. From actions CUWlQ ttis mcnh ii was lecl'l1ed tta elemerts of the 2111h. 401h. and 661h NVA Reginerts were PIIHed in the siege. 

Nnllllber • [Bing ltis nnh, A Trp Sl4)ported the 1st Bde in opermlS to the s<uhwest Md west of An Khe and occaslonaly the 3rd Bde west of Enarl. A Trp malt COfl1llel8d 
the construction of thei' aicraft maitenance hanger if c~ Erlili. B Trp c011ilued to Sl4)pOrt Tf Fqier IOI the 1st Bde Slcl'ted OpercDlll SPREAGINS WHITE curio the 'SiBOB 
of Bu Prang'. C Trp worked the An Lao Vile/ wlhthe 173rdAbn. 0 Trp worked wlh B Trp inlthe 131h when il rebmed to C~ Enarl and Slcl'ted providng CUWflf saadY 
00 the Enari to Chea Rea tiltlwa'/- 0n the 2nd, 8 Trp was wor11ilg ell AO on the edge of the main ballle .-ea and VHPA ·Me!mer Kik Cman remermers: 

I was a 1 LT then and had been ftting Cobras wlh the Undertakers silc:e I jailed B Trp in Au(Jlst. MAJ BowhJ had asked several RLOs if ltl8'I were iterested in ltfinQ the 
'lllebi"ds". Sodadcrf lwastt,ingasJinNowicki'sObserveraspatofmytraiingtobecometheScouplatoooleader. Jinwas~er13,fttingwingfor~ 
17, CW2. GeorgeW. Grega, who had SGT Vernon C. Shepad as tis Observer. The.-ea we were wor11ilg had beendefolated some tine prior, so thefoiage and trees c1a1i 
coq,leletf obsct.fe 01.f view of the 1Jou'ld. As we orbiled .-01.fld Grega, Jim and I spotted ttis lllge bln<er cllfl1)ieX. One of the bln<ers had a very lcrge opri1Q ta 
looked like a wide set of as going down ito the IJWld. We caled Grega to hcwe a look and reported whlf we'd seen to the C&C and GlllS. ll was reatt lluual 11111 
Grega moved .-Ollld for a few seconds and then cane to a l18cl' hover over the bln<er wlh the lcrge opening. Tia's when the NVA laced lwn bad. Even thoui,1 ~­
a 11:a of fie ald SGT Shepcl'd was wOlllded in the f~ he ~ a Pete oti and George moved off. He was streaming fuel like crazy and Jim and I tholqt he was p1Q ID 
blow '-"· You caud see the fuel ifomizilg in the rotor wash and forming clouds nea- the hot exhaust. The GlllS roled in and strted be;a1Q ..., the btners CQn11leK c,1 
SGT Shepcl'd's llln We told George to geU 00 the 1Jomd QUICK and StJddrii ttis lqe 'L' shaped l1 seemed to pop'-'> in frort of us; SO George jJStked and g-qiped 
I in. The next tting tta happened was jJSt plail good u:k. I had a 'hot Pete" (a WP IJeoade wlhoti a safety pil) in my ha1d and told Jim I WIited to how I cu rn thl 
trees and ID the ll; so we overflew George and Slcl'ted to ci"Cle back • as we reached the trees where I plched the Pete. We qtic:lcti gci back to the downed ship .-1 
landed 111W them. cu LOH had a Mii and I had an M-60 fed from the back. Grega and Shepcl'd gci In the back; I'd ~ George was 111W the cener of the ~ 
and Shepa'dwas closer to the otiside. We took off and dkil1 get to 100' when thewOfldopeoed '-"· I doo1 know W the NVAhad im>tJShedtta l1 or the road dad 
~ ii or whit. Maybe they hoped to get the reief coum for some of the fiebase ballles tta were going oo. Arr/Wa'/. Jim and I saw two 51 cals if cu 1O111112 ..i 
later leaned of another lf lU 7 o'clock. Jim holered over the radio and I worked the 60 against the 2 o'clock~ poslion IRI the bel broke. The good pat abCU dis d 
tta 11'/ tta time the Pete I'd hown was now~ dllYeloped; so the GlllS and C&C had no trOlille finding us even thoui,1 la alllnion had been clrected tow#d ~ 
bln<er COfl1llex. The Mii was on Md I reached back to get the anmo bel. opened the cover of the 60 and was JJst closilg I when I noticed tta the frort of the Ide .... 
was gone and we were going down. There was big explosion. The fie bal tta wert past us taking off pat of my ITlJStaChe ald tuned pat army ha1d between my rJIIIIII.. 
and the nomex flltt soc I'm ID certai1 if we llm>led in the ai if tta poit or wta; lu we lit the IJOllld tad Md botlll:ed ito the ai to llllcl agait wlhOIJ II!~ 
blades or skids or tal boom. Nmnly we were hlllging ~ trapped inside and I remermer thi1king I was going to blow agait. Lifllr I waud joke tta wt,at ~ 
us to crash was being overlJossed wlh NVA 51 cal• reatt a bad joke! Arr/Wa'/, Jin and I malt ~ oti and stcl'ted IJabbilg Sil.If we ttavt we ml(tf need. I sat If .. 
60, we ~ some WPs and ell AR-15 (you know ooe of those shorties). I had my 45 (the Trp clm1 hcwe aIP/ more 38s if tta tine, so I was blessed wlh a 45). The ~ 
rd> was in a net between the se.-s. We cim1 tlD< abotf l. soil Sla'fed there. AbotJ then we noticed SGT Shepa"d if cu 3 o'clock lif/ing face down. He had bael1 ..,

11 from the ship and had a terri>le wOllld from a 51 con1)1etett across tis btJlock. You remermer how lcrge the Army field ctessilgs seamed when we were ii tralninll? " 
I remermer thi1king ii waud take half a bed sheet to cover tta w0111d, he was laid open tta bact,. The fie was 511 pretty ktense al .-01.fld us Md reatt the ~-= 
tnenable; so we decided to book. The LOH was stl bumg and there were smal eicplosions conq from I now and then as the 1Jenades or a WP wart off. AnfWa/, 
IUl1)ed the 60 back in the LOH and stcl'ted to move Ma'/ when we hecl'd George from ilSida the aicralt. Jim wert back to get twn lu ratlm!d s.r,ing he eotitl~~ 
OIL We moved Ma'/ and never saw George agait. I later le.med tta the guys in the ai had seen figwes nming tow.-d the trees and determiled we were al 11111""-' 
and were if least ID kled in the crashes. BLr wta ltl8'I had seen was the NVA nming for the trees because we had crashed amost oo top of ooe of~ l)tJilerS 
they were SCcl'ed to deiftl. We stcl'ted moving tow.-d the sruh because we had received less fie from tta cireclion. Jim was In the lead, then SGT Shepad. th811 IIII­
SGT Shepa'd ham1 received aIP/ bone his lu he looked terri>le. The !Jass was tal in the ll. We ham1 moved off very f.- when we saw ttis Cobra coming rn to Id-
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VHCMA Menilef Vernon Shep..-d !ties us tis poit of view. I was a brick layer by trade. When I received my draft notice, I lhou!lt -wel I don1 wart 10 go 10 viecn.m as 
.-i lrlartry i,tf, so I enlisted in the Almy as a brick layer. As you nQt !JJ8SS, I never saw another brick nl ended 141 in helcopterst After AIT I wlft lo carper1er school, 
1hBll lo R. Knox as a ccl'J)erter, nl somehow I ended 141 in VN!IJWn assijJ1ed lo HHTll/17 as a jeep driver nl mal room clerk. That lasted less lhcl1 two weeks when 
someone asked me to shine some officer's bocn nl I ttnqt "lhal's 1-1 ain1 doing !hart I asked cl'ound nl was told there were opeoog in B Trp's Scow tu I'd hiwe 
to vouteer. They decided the job. I SOlllded OK to me, so I vouteered. I'd been It/nu as a ScotJ for abotJ four morChs nl realy lked l I don1 lhn I'd do I agai\ 
Id I realy liked I al the linet! l'dflownwlh George Grega a few linesprlorlottis day. He seemed to like me nl I liked hin. WeCOOVTUlicaled nlworked wellogelher 
as ScotfS. I lhn I was the nvt before !tis ballle or IM/b8 two rilt1S before, tu we were al in one of the ScotJ terts hiwnu a beer nl George said to me. •1 don1 wart 
111 sc:a-e you or art,1ting, blJ today when we were reti.roog home from the AO as a~ of four LOHs I happened lo notice there were ortt three shadows on the 1Jound. 
N. lisl I lhou!lt I was because we were sort of in a cloud or someltWlQ, so I moved over a bl. Shep, (lhif was my nicknime in B Trp) we lidrl1 have a shadow - we jJSt 
wereni there!! No mailer whal I <Id, we lidrl1 hiwe a shadow.• Al. the line I sort of 'Wrote !tis off" blJ maybe George had a pret1lCdion of things to come. I ortf remembered 
I ~erw..-ds. An/Way back to the ballle, I don1 remember the booker wlh the lcl'ge opeoog Kil< desctl>ed blJ I DO REMEMBER the btn<er ~ n1 looking •eye to 
flit/' wlh cl'l NVA 51-cal crew. I literal',' cwd see the wtlles of lhei" eyes!! I pd otJ the Pete nl fied. They fied nl cld a dcl'med file job. I used to It/ wlh my feet on 
the skids. I was hi in the left foot (~er a few days !tis wound waudrl1 bother me M nu:h) nl in the ctw1 (M wound caJSed me a lot of clscomfort for some line 
t,ecauSe there was a piece of meal inside my motJh - I finaly bl M off nl I healed wlh a big~ of scar tissue.). Blf I don1 lhn there was nu:h left of the boUorn ot 
the LOH. The racios had been shot otJ nl the fuel eel m.JSt hiwe been ~ fuel lite cral'f because I got al over the frort blJ>ble nl stated lo obscue our vision. 
N. lisl I lhou!lt I was engine ol blJ I looked back ito the engine compcl'tlnert nl crud see M the oil lri level looked normal. An(way, the OCher ship flew along side 
us nl wlh arm nl hem si!Jia1s made I clecl' M we shoud lillll RIGHT NOW. I'd guess we It/ for maybe two or bee minJes after we were stu. I remember lnmg, 
geGilg ito lhei" ship, nl gelling shot down again pretty nu:h like Kn descri>ed l I wasn1 tut by the eicplosion he descriJed blJ I knew I'd been hi in the blJl. I got otJ 
or the LOH after I hi nl sort of rcl'l down the hil a Ille ways. I don1 ltwlk I 'blacked otJ" IUilg q of M blJ I mvt hiwe. I do remember crawling away from the two 
LOHs because I had a hard line movilg. We wereni too fcl' away when we saw the Cobra come in. 

We~ bolh Kit n1 Shep al dis poit lo hecl'from VHPA Mermer Mike Peterson who was It/nu the Snake they saw trvnu to lillll. I had been in B Trp abotJ 5 ITllll1hs 
nl was in the back seal as AC lhal day. CPT Lou CllrichilJto, who was my plaloon leader tu hadrl1 been in lhal poslion al lhal long, was in the frort seal. We had flown 
as ht li!tl Gm earlier in the day. OIi" team was refueilg al Bu Prq when we got the word lhal a LOH was down nl lhal the other team was ting. We left in a tUJy. I 
don1 remember the briefng we usual',' had as one team replaced another on stmi. I seems to me lhal we got there tn nl never even asstmed the poslion of li!jl 
Gm; p;t stated tryng to ~ our people on the 11ound. I do remember seeing the LOH tuning when we cl'ftied alttis tlJge L shaped clecl'llg blJ I donl rernermer seeing 
ht other LOH. We made a cpck, low pass nl told the C&C lhal I certaint/ lilt11 look lite a SllYHable crash. On our second pass we were Sll]lfised to see someone get 
cu ot the wreck nl from the way he walked we cwd tel he was seriousl't tut. I beleve we were the ortf ship on stml nl lhal we were talking to the C&C who was 
some cistance tMay. Arf/Way, Lou nl I talked I 1Ner nl decided lo lillll. The plcl'l was for Lou to get otJ. pd the i'ped person in tis place, nl remain on the 110llld 
I.Id someone crud come get hin. Please remember lhal we were workng IDier the prenise lhal the LOH had recewe fie from a place 3 or 4 niles tfR/ nl had managed 
to It/ tMay from the da1ger ortf to crash in !tis open ..-ea lhal we beleved to be sale. Nmaly, lhal asSllllption got us ito lots of trOIJlle later on blJ al lhal tine we knew 
nothing of the action lhal had gone on in !tis ..-ea before we cl'Ttied. Lou ..-gued lhal we shoud go Sb"~ in al !ta poit blJ I suggested lhal we make one more low, slow 
pass lo see If we drew q fie. We flew abotJ 50 feet off the trees, ralher slow, nl rigt along the edge of the clecl'ing - nothing - or al least nothing lhal we cwd tel. I 
made a llin nl sti¥1ed back lo lillll. The NVA maitained 11ea1 fie ~ nl realy suckered me in. ~ we got hi from eve,ywherel! I rernermer the cycic 
beng shot in two blJ I stl had the In> in my hem. Lou yelled he had been hit in the hem. I was hi in my left leg nl foot. We Wert in inverted nl ~ed ID fcl' from 
where Grega was. After things stopped It/nu ..-otnl, I was able to get otJ wlhotJ lhal nu:h tifficuly nl wlft ..-Ollld to ~ Lou OIL He lidn1 hiwe the use of tis hiDI 
nl I was realy tumg tint An(way, we got otJ nl !Imaged to In 141 wlh Grega I remember he was bacly tuned blJ coud speak to us even 1hotq1 he was dazed 
nl incoherert al lines. ~. I fel no pain al the line - the adrenaln m.JSt hiwe ke,i me going because my wounds were realy ralher serious. We keti teling Grega lhal 
~ was on the way blJ he knew he was in bad shape. The ortf tfing I took from the Cobra was a shot !Jll wlhotJ cl'lY shels - realy sman! We coud see the NVA al 
..-ound us in the trees nl knew I was ortf a mailer of tine before they'd come mus. After awh1e we came 141 wlh a plcl'l for me to move lo the sotJhem end of the U 
in such a way as to convince the NVA lhal al three or us had moved there nl ltlJS Lou nl George, who were the most serious>i i'ped, crud tide nl wal for the resaie 
ship. That is how we sepa-aled. I was successfu in movi1g in a ralher obvious way thrOlJ!tt the tal 11ass lo the sotJhem end of the U. Not long alter I got there a Huey 
llied to liDI to get me. 

We it~ Kik, Shep, nl Mike al !tis poit to insert some corrmerts from VHPA Member Joe Feeney who was in the Huey lhal tried to get Mike otJ lhal allernoon. Dmlg 
my tnt tour in VietMn I was a crew ctief; then I wlft to fli~ school nl to Maitencn:e Officer school before my second tour when I was wlh HHT. I had ortf been in 
cumy a Ille over a morth. Bob Rogers nl I used lo It/ together often. He was a piot in the Avialion Sec:1ion nl flew a lot, especialy wlh D Trp nlthe vilious detactmerts 
from HHT scattered al ..-ound ~ Due nl Dcl'lac Provinces. On Smdil'/ the 2nd, we had a pay master on bocl'd nl had flown abotJ sbc hours si1l:e we left Enari lhal 
morning. The genera offensNe had been on for a few days aeact, nl as we flew ..-ound we saw lots of convoy cl'ID.IShes nl bases taking fie. We were refuelng al 
Due Lap, which was IDier mortcl' nl 5711111 RR fie most of lhal day, when B Trp's Blues µt'C)8(I ito lhei" ships nl left in a lury. We folowed nl asked If we cwd 
'-· The B Trp C&C asked If we coud go lo 8cl'l Me fuJot East nl get a ;.,lQle penetraler becaise he ttnqt he mvt need one in a lury lhal day. When we retlllled 
from East we folowed !tis B Trp Cobra lo the sle ot the battle. B Trp had inserted lhei" Blues nl lidrl1 hiwe qone on stml except !tis Cobra as everyone else was 
relueq. I ltwlk the Cobra had expended aeact, blJwas just tryng lo stay over lhei" people on the 1Jound. We Id! made a low, slow pass over !tis tlJge U; lllfor1lllalet/ 
wel nlcl'ked wlh the bee downed aicr~ I rernermer ttinking al the line -we ..-e going too slow, I just koow we'I never make I to the other end of !tis U nl we lidrl1 
even have cticken plales! I was then lhal I saw one of the Americcl'ls stcl'lding 141 IRler some trees. As Bob ci"cled cl'otnl, he told the Snake lhal we were going in to 
pick hin 141 nl sta1ed ii\ approach for cl'l ..-ea near where I had seen the IJJ'f. Amos! irnme<ialet/ we stated taking lots or fie. As best I Ccl'l recal, I don1 ltwlk we got 
very close to the toueh down poit when I got hi in the left leg - my side or the Huey took severa his. I do remember my left leg It/ 141 m hi me in the chest from the force 
ot a bulet. As determiled as Bob was, we were taking a hel of a bealilg; so he aborted the approach nl we clmled back to allude where the Snake was. We talked the 
slualion over inside the aicraft for a few minJes nl wlh the Snake. Whle I lidrl1 hiwe a life threalening wotnl, I was pretty wel lllable to fll1ction as a piot. AbotJ lhal 
line severa B Trp aicraft rellnled nl I Ccl'l rernermer lstening to the C&C on GUcl'd. After uther discussions, he released us nl we WIit back to Due Lap where there 
was cl'l SF aid stmi. When we got lo Due Lap, Bob made certain I was in the good hems of the medics; then he pd the crew ctief in my sea nl took off. The SF medcs 
were very good. They trealed my wounds as best they coud and I got something to eal nl dml. Heicopters were corning nl going al the line. They caled for a Dust-Off 
nl one came blJ waudrl1 liDI because the camp was realy lRler pretty stealti fie. B Trp came back again lhal fi!tt lo refuel between 8 nl 9. We talked to them nl 
asked If they wotJd come back when they were done to take me lo 8cl'l Me TtlJot. They said •&.e• blJ they never came back lhal rigtt. I guess they got real busy nl I 
realy wasn1 in q 11ave dcl'lger. An(way, the next morning I cld get a ride lo East nl was taken to lhei" aid stml wtich consisted of some below 1Jound cooex cortainers. 
They told me the crew ctief was there as wel becaise he had 'flipped otJ". Arf/Way, when he saw me he got very excied nl rcl'l lNer to me nl rugged me. He said 
when they had taken me away al Due Lap; he p;t knew I was going to die blJ now he was very happy to see me again. The medics were glad to see hin respond favoralltt 
nl asked if I wotJd stay wlh hin a Ille wtae longer. An/Way, by the end of the day I was in a big hospla in Nha Trq; then on lo Jap.11 nl finaly the Stites. Blf you 
koow I never got q of my stuff back from VletMlll 

Mice Peterson cortnJes wlh tis story abotJthe Huey flown by Rogers nl Feeney. Just like they had done when I was trynglo lcl'lll, the NVA heldlhei"fie lldhe had 
slowed to touch down. Then, al hel broke loose!! My fngers were on the skid nl the crew ctief was reaching otJ lo get me; blJ the st1') was taking a terrille pounding. 
I remember dropping to the 1Jound nl beievnu lhalthe Huey wotJd uflt/ be crastiog in on top of me cl'lY second. I was both Sll]lfised nl glad lo see them get away. 
I wasnl 11d after I was released nl ~ Fogg visled me in the Pleiw hospla lhal I lea-ned one of the piots nl one or the i,t1s in the back were wotnled serioustf in 
lhal ship. An/Way, I laid low after lhal 11d I got dcl'k nl then moved ito a thick ~ of bamboo in the trees for the nvt. Everything was (Jiet lhal evening from my 
variaoe poit, save for a few shots from inllvwal weapons. I hecl'd a Huey rellm nl lillll later lhal evening tu I c0Udrl1 see I from where I was. 

Kn Coocl'l corm.ies. Jim, Shep, nl I wEhed ~ I later lecl'f1ed was Peterson's nl Chirichigno's Snake corning in al cl'l cl'igle nl get lower nl lower 11d I was 
abotJ to be masked from view by the 11ass. The NVA 51 cals opened 141 again nl you could see the ship slUler wlh each hi. I sort of stopped in the at, then wert 
stravt down nl crashed. Soon we hecl'd lots of smal arms fie nl beleved the NVA had killed the crew. I later lea-ned lhal Lou nl Mike were ro kled nl cld In 141 
wth George. I lea-ned lhal they moved in a sotJhem diection as wel nl ITlJSt hiwe passed us blJ we lidrl1 koow I al the line. (Editor's roe: Tlis is ro exacltf correct, 
ortf Peterson moved lo the swti, Lou nl George remained near the aicr~) Nmaly the QlliS in the ai were dong everything they cotJd 10 ~ us. I was a tfing of 
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beaaiy to watch the Blues get inserted. In fact I looked like the Lilt was just rnakilg a low pass; they were ii and Ott N quickt/. UnfortlJlaletf we were nii lhat close to 
them and ii the tall grass we would probably hcwe shot each other ii the lilk ~-

(Edlor's note: Ea,t,, ii my resea-ch effOlts I had a conference cal wMh VHPA Mermers Bit/ Bowing (the B Trp Cmdr) and Leijjton HaseljJCNe (the Sqm S-3). My nltlls 
from lhat cal are terri>le. 811 Bit( explained lhat B Trp's BkJes and D Trp (·) were inserted ii an LZ a couple tun-ed meters fu1her to the sooh of the large L shaped ll. 
They destroyed an<Vor manetNered arOUld several tNA AW poslions as they mCNed toward the large LZ. Al. least pat of dis force dd indeed get orto the large LZ btJ that 
was a stil some distance flllher to the sooh of Jin, Shep, Kik or Mike. Because no one knew exacttt where the downed crews were (Slnival raiios waud hcwe made al 
the cifference ii the world!) and because the tNA were rnovilg al along the.- flanks and ttis was obviotJst/ 'lheil' IJOl.lld', the BkJes crud Id stay there long. The Bus 
said that if they were goog to stay on the grOUld CNenqf, they would need to be reinforced wlh a 'large force• (specilicaly one lhat had Is own mortars) and lhat !hay 
would need~ of lr1lery support. ll was geUilg late ii the <la'/ and Bly said he cwdn1 delver on elher of these 'Sl4JIJ(lrt re(Jkemerts". Tiis lsn1 uiJ(isi1g - Sqm OR­
LLs show lhat the nearest U.S. Inf and Arty were some 4th Inf elemerts near Cheo Reo, the ARYN had theil' hands fUI Ydh the fie base baltles, the sle ~ hcwe been 
OIJSide ARYN Arty range (tu no one trusted ARVN Arty!), dis area was very near Carooocia and a 'long w~ from artfNhere'. So they Jded the BkJes w before the WA 
COtJd set a trap for them.) 

Kik CIXDlleS. Also I leaned that a ltUe'/ crew had seen Peterson from the air and had tried to land to get hin. I was told lhat as he ran toward the ship, they witched ii 
horror as the tNA shot hin several lines and asslll1ed he was dead. Whoever told me dis said lhat Mike was stil wearilg tis cticken plate which saved hin was q 
serious Q&S. He was ;JSt knocked down and bnised. (Edlor's Ide: Please refer to Mike's own accwt. I asked hin specilicaly abw dis nater. He said he was rd 
wearilg a chicken plate. His normal custom was to sl on I while t/ing. He was sllilg on I lhat <la'/, so I stayed ii the ai'craft.) Alrfw~. I was really somelting to wcfch 
the F100s delver ther ai'strikes. Several lines they would pass drecltt overhead. We were on OIi' backs watching. You crud see the wiigs on the rear of the bomls 
open~ as they left the ai'craft, folow the lne of fli!jt to the other end of the LZ and the uplosion. The tNA were taki1g a pou1Cing from dis stuff as best as we cotil 
detennile. It begarl to get dark and we started ITICNilg agail, crarilg thrOUltl the grass. It reatt got dark and I remember Id beilg able to see ~ ii frlllt of me; so 
I ;JSt kept touching Shep's foot as we wert. We stopped ever now and then. Dlmg one stop, I made a cum mistake and iu my 45 down so I crud rol CNer and look 
behind us. I had look back several lines before and knew we were leaving a 'hlltlw~ wide road' thrOUltl the i,ass as we crawled. My mnl kept telrlg me that the tNA 
would fild I and come folowing after us. I looked back and COtJd see the stars and the wide open p.-tt. I llfned back and I took me a clqlle of seconds to fild "' 45. 
When I had I and reached for Shepard's foot; THEY WERE GONE! I hadn1 heard them crawl off or ~ tu there was a Im of noise stil arOUld the LZ. They were 
droppilg flares and sti working wMta the !lbs. I crawled down the •tigtrN~' they left and came to a poit where I tholqt I spl. I wert the wrong w~ and ended ~ 
alone. I coud stil hear the heicopters CNerhead so I roled CNer on my back and wailed for a good mornert. then llmed on my strobe liltt, A Huey saw I and shot an 
approach to an area abw 50 to 60 yards aw~ from me. I llmed off the li!t1 and started towards the ship; tu I took off, crcled and came back to land on a smal two 
lane road ii the LZ. The tNA started U1W1Q on and off !her flashlVfs to look like strobes as wel tu I was told that I reatt wasn1 lhat clfficul to detllfflWle the real one. 
When the Huey landed the second line he had al tis li!jt.s on. I stood~ and started nnwig toward the ship. I got wlhil abw 25 yards of I when he llmed w the 1(11$ 
- I !JJeSS to presert lhat nu:h less of a t.wget to the tNA who wlhw a dotilt were also momg toward the heicopter. I was file wh1e the li!jt.s were on as I was llJDlg 
ri!tf for the iltfs. When they wert cu, I cwdn1 see a ltilg! Lucki'i I kept nmilg brllctf for the ship. The crew clief was t/ing as pb and, Thri God, had stepped 
w of the stip. As I weft nmilg past, he grabbed me and threw me no the cargo c0fl1)arlmert. I was both SIJ'J)rised and pleased to be ii the back of a Huey tu he had 
thrown me so hard I almost weft w the Olher side!! I heard hin yel GO!! GO!! There was ~ of fie al arOUld us as we lifted off and I remenmer ltwiilg we waud be 
shot down for sin The ship had been Iii several trnes and was a real mess. We weft to some fiebase and landed. For some reason dis Huey had a VHF raiio and al 
the Olher racios had been shot w earier. In fact, I pss the other ships were al calng hin on FM and UHF telilg hin Id to go ii; tu he cwdn1 hear them. NrfW'a/, 
we got an FM raiio there and were able to talk to the other heicopters. They leaned lhat Jrn and Shep weren1 far from where they had picked me ~ and lhat I beleYed 
the Cobra crew had been kiled. The poor crewchief 'piot" got sick al the poit and wert ito corwsions; so the rnedcs took hin aw~. A Ille wtile later, I was picked~ 
and taken to OIi' canp al Ban Me TluJt East where I could 'relax' and hcwe a beer. Needless to~ tu I had rnafT1 ttwigs to~ abw lhat rqt. The nexl <la'/, MAJ 
Bowing iu me ii the back of tis C&C - they ddn1 wat me t/ing for awhile. We weft back irto the same area. Agai1 everyone has perfect hindsqt, tu CUi1Q one or • 
the !Jll llJlS a Pete sudden.y wert off sort of near where the HE was hltilg. I remeimer we al asked on the ridos where lhat Pete had come from and filaly wrote I all 
will the ttnqt that when someone was stokilg rockets irto a Cobra they inadverteitt, added a WP head. As I II.med cu, the rockets were hlti1g very ne.to where Jin 
and Shep and they were tmg to tel us they were there by throwilg the Pete. They also hoped the tNA wwm1 know where they were because the Pete was ;JSt adler 
explosion. Afrfw~. they woud E&E for a few more <la'/ before the tNA picked them~- I guess Shepard's womds were reat,, sicier terri>le al lhat poit. Later I talked ID 
Jin who rnaitained lhat he was sad he wasn1 able to be a Sew agail after walking the tral Ydh the WA. He said had learned where and how they~ how lhlY 
camouflaged themselves, how far they mCNed between stops, etc. He said he waud hcwe been 'Mr. De.-h hinselr Ydh lhat knowledge! I'd lb to close by Sll'/ilQ wta 
I've said a tun-ed lines before and wl pr~~ ardler luldred lines - I'd JJS1 like to thri everyone ii B Trp, ii D Trp, ii HHT, the F100 IJltS, the Artlery gtl'/S, 1he 
ARYN Rangers lhat weft ii after us and reat/ got chopped ~ bad, everyone lhat tried to ~ us • THANKS. Most of al I'd lb to thri Bob Rogers for pulng me Ill N -Kik's short career as a Scalpluter was CNer. He would fnsh tis IOU' t/ing GlllS and as the Opns Officer. 811 the story is far from CNer, ii fact I waud take several weeks aid. 

sadder yet, several years to complete. The rQt of 2 NCN was a 'long ~ for rnafT1 people. VHPA Member George Mooy was the Sqm Crndr al the trne and relates: 

We got the cal ii the late afternoon hi B Trp had lost some ai'craft and defillet/ needed some~- You've got to remember al lhat line I was a 5cpl Crndr wlfW • 
5cpl because al the line Trps were opconed w to Olher !Ills. I ri/ had HHT and I was already cornmlted m.nilg refuel and rearm pons and such sooh or Ban Me 
Th.d. Alrfw~, we Jded together a clqlle sicks, alerted A and C Trp of the problem, made certain the 171tl CAG and the 4th Inf knew of the sluaoon, and left for Ban Me 
Th.d. We were able to make I cu to the sle that evenilg. When al the ai'craft filaly retlmed from the AO, we sorted tilgs OIL Most of theil' arcraft had been shot"­
I ~ they had ct least siK less operifional ai'craft than they had al the start of the <la'/. They were short three ai' crews. Everyone was dead ti'ed tu warted to do llfTillWlll 
• µ;t arrJlhing to get those IJIIIS on the grOUld back. Ncmat/, the Sew and Glll boys warted to go back ii the next~ and 'show 'em reat/ Cav stiif". Wei, the laSI 
tta,g eiher Bi'/ or I warted was to loose even more people to a slualion that clea,t,, seemed to be ii the tNA's favor. We talked to the !lbs lhat had been on the i,QIIIII 
and to Kik. We talked to Bob Rogers - lhat kid was a real hero. By God, that ship was a mess!!! I don1 ~ we ever repaired I, I was lhat bad. Then we weft CNer to lhe 
23rd ARYN to see what they COtJd do. They were twt{ committed tu arranged for us to use pat of an ARYN Ranger Bn, lhat was ii really the II Corps Reserve al !he 
line, so long as we could use OIi' Lilt to iu them ii. The next ~ we ilserted abw 150 men from this Bn on a road north of the LZ where OIi' ai'craft were. The ARYN 
also ordered a Mech 1111 to mCNe ~ and try to~ cu tu that didrl1 work w too wel. An/W~. these Rangers fotVt very hard tu the tNA reat/ had them w-nm,ered, 
w-Qtmed. w-everytti,ged. For a couple of ~s we Sl4)l)Orted them wih everything we had and they took a terrllle pomdi1g, 40 to 501, casualles as I recal ~ 
lines I weft back to the 23rd CP and said we had to pul those IJIIIS w; tu they wwm1 do l The 23rd people seemed to hcwe the aalllde that lhat was what the Raigers 
had COIIWlll to them, so they left them ii and reatf ddn1 renorce them or ~ them to the dei,ee I ttnqt they shcud. Slnllge conckJct - I ddn1 and don1 tlldelsiald 
l or al the ttwigs I remember abw M tllll', the memory of M Ranger Bn is one of the most mid ii"" nnl. HI waud hcwe even dreamed that they waud hcwe sll'f.-ed 
like th.f, I woud never hcwe JU them ii lhat <la'/!! 

We retuTI to Mike Peterson's accout. The neict morni1g everything was stil quiet tu I knew the tNA were stl ii the area, ii force. There was a road to the east or the Ll. 
I was on the west side on sort of a hi. For the next fllll' da'/s or so I E&Eed successfuly. I ale bugs, drri wcter from leaves and pools ii the road. Once I happened~ 
two tNA near a blllker. One was sllilg al a table otisidethe blllker, wrling a letter, I guess. We struggled. I !Jabbed akrifefrom the table and kled hin. AbolJdis= 
~ Olher !JIii comes cu of the blllker, sees me a:id ~ ~ back _inside! I µ;t ~ he was PIO to get a~ so I wert ii after hi!JI. We fotVt ii there and I .. 
hin. Needless to ~. tu those are ralher strong 111lf8SSIOOS 11 my llWld! I was gelling weaker rnerta\' and JJtrisicat/ Ydh each pasSllQ <la'/. I cwdn1 travel nu:h • 
al. Thal last ri!it I completely lost l I recal QOilQ down to the road to drilk from the pools of waler there that I fOUld so refreshing. MfWiP/, I started screarra'III ~~ 
tNA to come and get me - real Rarmo like. Wei, the next morning the place was CCNered wih petrols and they fOUld me along side the road. Li<e I said, I C(ldltl1 •• 
very wel; so they skng me on a pole and we hiked abw two or three da'/s. We've weren1 lhat far from Carnboda. Even then I wasn1 "wMh I' rru:h of the trne ~~ 
worse before I got better. I remember being taken to a canp and ;.ist before they toc.il my Seiko wctch, I looked ct the dale - the 9th. Shep, Lou and Jrn were there ;.i~ 

I beieve I was while we were al dis canp tu I ~ hcwe been ct a PON Rellion some years later tta I learned lhat CW2 George W. Grega lied that fist~ ii Lw • 
arms from the tuns he'd receNedthat <la'/. Alrfw~. the tNA kept us ii a pltu we weren1trealed bady. I mean they ddn1beal us or alYlmQ. I'd guess we were~ 
abw ardler week or ten da'/s. Alrfw~. Shep and I were harltf what anyone coud cal •escape thrects'I My leg was geUilg garvenous and wllll'lds on tis Id,,_ 
;JSt terrtie. I recal that Lou reuned from an irtllfTogalion session wMh the news lhat ii a <la'/ or so he and NOIWickl waud be mCNing ~ the tral to the NOl1h and U- • 
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soon as Shep in:I my womds were better, we wedd folow. Su-e ellOl91 il a cl.rt or so, Loo in:I Jin left us. I never saw !hem agail lid after they were released il 1973. 
I was abcu !tis line !ta two capued ARVN Ralgefs arived at OIi' ~- Lei me tel yoo they were some of the meaiesl, tOl918SI, nastiest IJU'IS I ha'ie ever seen or 
even heard abcu il my erue life!! They wedd constilttl yel in:I splat the NVA in:I resist in:I make ife cifficul il every WaJ. We caled them 'Ha'd Core" -they were 
~esstie. Wei very soon after Jin in:I Loo left, these two ARVN made e11 escape .G~ We hea-d some convnolion in:! looked ~ to see N one of these ARVN 
RalQers had 11a> e11 NVA guard in:I chou1g tin. The net of I was Nat least one of these lllfiS lid get awaJ nl, I took, the 0lher was kied. Arrf#aJ, wlhil ttne hotn 
of the escape the NVA had us on the move. Later IUi1g a debriefing ii the Long Bm hospta I learned N there was actuatf a "special ops• section wt&e these ARVN 
RalQers were trailed in:l ltlen the job of beilg ~ed and then escapilg so the good lllfiS cedd learn something abcu the PC1N ~- Appcl'ntf the NVA knew a 
Ille abcu !tis because they had us cu of the CclT1) il nothing flat. I also beieve someone told me Ila as a red of the ARVN Rcllger's escape, a rescue force cld vlsi 
N ~ wlhil a short period of line • of COll'S8 we weren't there. Ma I'm abcu to tel yoo now Is pwe C<lf18(:Ue on my Pelt - yoo make ~ yotl' own mind. I beleva 
the tNA knew we were •goners•. I certaiYt beieve I wedd have cled wlhil a short period of line in:I Shep's long term prOIJl()Sis was net good. The tNA maclca alleltlon 
in:I capabllies were prinlwe at best • at least what they were able to owe us. So long as Shep il1d I were aiva, we were valabla to them. I beleva they nagcmted a 
prisoner exchcllge. A cl.rt or two before OIi' release they fed us real/ wel, ilcui1g some sweet pudding I Icier learned had been made from Cell mil. They told us I was 
iq>ortat N we tel 'the world' !ta cu tr~ had been good or M Loo in:I Jin 'Wwd pay for OIi' crinas". Tiis is the reason wtft some of cu ptdc ~ 
after 0ll' release were "d-w..-"; we clctl't wn Loo clld Jin to suffer. Arrfwa/, they took us to a road in:I told us to stav ,vt there. Abeu two niues Icier in:I Americcll 
truck <nes us in:I picked us ~- I Cell remermer N there was e11 Americcll ii the back of I because he gave me a cipette - I reat, .wreciated Ital They a-ova us to 
a FB clld we were evaced to PleiaJ. We weren't there long bti IUi1g !ta line several lllfiS from B Trp visied us. I remember before !tis line LT Eknlga, 'fcllll" we caled 
twn, used to !tie everyone a h..-d line because he was "short". Wei, I got back at tin because I knew I wwd be home ii a few dajs in:I he'd 511 be there. 

Now, 1ilaltt, we let Vernon Shepcl"d fiish tis story. I remember these averts pretty nu:h as bolh Kn in:I Mi<e ha'ie descri>ed bti let me add some delals. After Jin in:1 
I ~ moved awaJ from Kn we lid ii soma trees. We were so close to the Huey N cane il clld got Kn cu !ta I ccud see the rad dash ~- I knew I COdd 
roove fast ellOl91 to get to the ship before I left in:! I reat, 'fel safe" il the trees versus cu il the open il the cle..-ilg. Besides N ship was «awilg ~ of fn in:! I 
clctl't wn cl"'f Pelt of Ital After the Huey left. we moved a Ille deeper no the trees in:! lid a Ille better. We heard some ruslllg ii the brush net fa- awaJ in:! Icier 
clsaJssed ttis wlh Mile who heard the same hlg !ta evanilg. We theorized !ta we were very close to each tihef N nd1, maybe 1 Oto 15 feel apilt, bti no one da'ed 
cal cu to ilvesligale the SOll'ce of the rusting sotllds!! The second cl.rt we lid cu clld hoped N the bad !JIIS wwd go if#a/ clld the BkJes wwd re111n. We had e11 
11-16, one cfll of MJITIO, a bajonet, clld one pack of Camels bti no ~ches. We ended~ chewing the cig..-ettes in:I N was pretty good at the line. I SIi had my nomax 
gloves. In the morning in:I evanilg I'd • them across the leaves clld 11ass lid they fled wlh moistln, then I'd suck the water from !hem. llllilg !tis line the wOUld 
il my mcuh was especiatf trCUJlasoma. We had a sive WP. Jin clctl't wn to throw I for faa- of C001>fonisi'lg 0ll' locallon, so he had ma stav lidclen clld crawled cu 
lrto the open a-ea. There he waled for ell appropriate momert to try to sl!1lal the ai"craft. I remember we were ~ ~ to atlract the allerilon of a lli'd Dog FAC 
that was Jdi1!I in the ai"striles. mat/ Jin popped the Pate; bti the ai"cralt clctl't seem to nolice. They moved awaj clld clctl't retLm. We lid agai1 !ta nvt- On Iha 
hd cl.rt we watch the NI/A goilg throtqt the LOHS clld saw them m..-chilg past 0ll' locmon wlh thei' weapons SUlQ over thei' shwders. We hecld the fmg associated 
wlh the batde the ARVN RMgers ware haYilg in:I knew !ta I was a long Wa/ from us - too fa- to be of~ to us. We conculed !ta we wwd ha'ia to do sornetting oo 
cu own clld N we wwd stllt the nvt- Al. N line the best I cwd do was sort of a low crawl I'd stick the bajonet it the 1Jomd in:I use I as a hnla to l)l.t 11PfSe1 
along wlh some assistn:e from my left leg even tll0lq1 I had been damaged at the very stllt. We crawled a long tine - lid we were C0f11lletatt eichaustad. We fOUld a 
holowed cu, dead log in:I slel1 it I like sort of a hcmnock. When the SIil came ~ on the fwth cl.rt, Jin had made me a crtJch cu of bamboo so now we ccud wak 
We clctl't mcadtf know wt&e to go bti we he..-d clld saw fixed will) ai"crall mmig clld headed towa-d that. We waited al cl.rt clld I was reali uprised !ta I clctl't ha'ia 
!ta nu:h pail. I was LllC0fTllortable in:I nooced what I ttKxqt was a <Q from the womd ii my !dock • !ta tlmed cu to be maggots falilg cul In the afternoon we 
came to a cle..-ilg !ta wert ~ a hi. We~ if we ccud get on !ta t.l, we ccud see where the ai"crall were lancSlg in:I how to get there. Jin told me to '/it;J/ ii the 
trees in:I moved cu. He got abcu hal WaJ ~ the hi clld silce I dim't see cl"P/ dalger, I st..-ted wallilg after tin. I clctl't get very fa- when I heard the AKs open~ clld 
saw Jin a-op inmeclatet,. 1 lerat/ "lried to tide belWld a blade of 11ass•. The next thing I fel was the l1lJZZles of fcu AKs ii my back in:I people yelq at me. I stood 
~ in:I they took me over to the edge of the cleailg to !tis 6'2', English speakilg non-ofieftal mc11. I stl tin he was a I\JSSian advisor. He debet, spoke wlh e11 
accidert. My ~esslon was !ta he was treated "like a kiig" • he had 15 to 20 NI/A a-omd tin N seemed very i1erested il doilg whatever he asked. Al. fist he clctl't 
speak to me bti tis look was sornettwig like ■we've gm yoo now". mat/ he asked ii he cwd do anythilg for me. I said I was lullJY, so they gave me a rice ball Ha 
asked I they cwd kn at my womds. I showed them clld they wrapped them for me. Then they st..-ted askilg abcu 'the 0lher '1,/t" clld I lad 'What 0lher IJU'l? - I'm 
alone" because I haoo't seen Jin clld clctl't know how he'd made cu. EvertuatJ they brotdt Jin over - he was OK clld haoo't been hi. 

They stlltad m..-ctq us towa-d the ~ !ta same cl.rt- They pii a bamboo pole between Dll' el>ows, lied Dll' hands il the frort in:I pii a hood over cu heads so N 
we ccud art, see the IJomd ii frort of us. The next cl.rt, I beieve, we passed il10ltler !J~ goilg the opposia <lrection on the same trail who were c..-ryi1g a hamnock 
cortan1g e11 Americcll. They happened to pass ll'f close enouiti so I cwd see il even wlh the hood on. I clctl't know Mita Pelerson at N line because he was ii the 
Gtl1s clld we clctl't socialze al !ta nu:h wlh Gll1 pbs; mostt, wlh the Sew pbs. So I asked Jin what !ta was in:I he told me I was Mb. Jin clld I were the fist 
to anwe at the~- It was abcu 75'x75', Stnatnled ll'f a bamboo fence in:I had three cages near the nid<le. Each cage was tut over a pl abcu three faet deep. The 
~e was abcu 8x12 along the lean-to desi!J). The roof was made of bamboo poles covered wlh big leaves. Inside there was a stock like .rrcllQllfl18lt clld we wera 
lockedil leach nvt- The NVA clctl'ttreatcuwotlldsforthefist fcu dcl'js we were there. I'd pss to tint NVA staff wasilthe sccto el!t1 people rcllg8. Loo showed 
~ next clld then Mike -they m.rt ha'ie arived on the same cl.rt. I'd guess the fotl' of us were together at least one bti net two weeks. After evt ARVN showed~ next 
in:I they pii fotl' ii each pl. The "Ha-d Cores" came a cl.rt or two after Loo in:I Jin left. I wn to s;f/ sornettwig here clld now -Jin was a big, big ~ to me al IUi1g 
!tis period. Marf lines he cwd ha'ie done better ll'f linself bti he -ed wlh me in:I took c..-e of me. I Ccll't s;f/ 8ll0lVl good ttings abcu tin. They fed us art, rice 
in:I g;we us e11 Amerlccll auTirun cneen fl.t of I'd water each nvt- We used !tis as a I'd water bottle to keep warn. We'd n.m I over cu arms clld chest then use I 
as a plow. The next cl.rt we'd mo the water. We clctl't ha'ie a blncet or ~o net bti I don't remerooer ~oes bei'lQ a problem. 01.r nerrogator was e11 or1ertal 
!ta had been ecu:ated ii the States. Si1C8 I was e11 NCO, I clctl't know nu:h abcu the nwl..-y slumon so they clctl't ask~ (JJ8stions abcu l Most of the questions 
were abcu home, the f.rniti, what clothes they wore, ele. They asked me what my 1st SGT lid -1 dm't know so I illSWered N al I saw tin do was show movies! They 
asked what was the best place to stu at on a llelcojier - agai1 I told them I wasn't e11 expert on ttis bti suggested the r<ior blades. I warned them !ta they were tad to 
.. because they were rnomg so fast! They came clld took pictlJ'es of us a ~ tines. They clJg a hole sort of ii the carter of the three cages. It was 4x4 clld abcu 8 
feet deep wlh a covered Id amost like yoo'd pii over e11 animal trap. They used a notched log to get ii in:I cu of the hole. Tiis hole was where they kept the H..-d Cores. 
Abeu !tis line I was able to wale a-omd a Ille so cuilg the cl.rt they'd let me rake leaves clld do odd chores. Mi<e was getti1g worse clld clctl't get cu nu:h ~ to 
relieve hinsel. Ttis is how I was able to get close to the Ha-d Core's pl. They seemed like KorecllS to me bti I don't know for ue. They motioned to me !ta they wnad 
me tD ~ choke a IJJcl'd. Mite in:! I tal'8d ttis over, then I let them know I wasn't too nerested il tryilg that. The H..-d Cores caused so nu:h tromle N the tNA <lml't 
let them cu of the pl - they even had to releve lhemsewes il the ~ thei' food came in. Those lllfiS were lotql!! There was ttis guard we caled 'Baby face" because 
he was so YIUlO- I was cu rakilg leaves or sometlWlg when the two Ha-d Cores stated makilg some noise it thei' pl. Wei Baby Face pii tis AK~ agailst a tree in:I 
leclled over to kn il the pl. Evertuatt when he gm closer, they !Jabbed tin in:l ptjed tin no the pl. The nexthlg I knew, one of the Ha-d Cores had P11Jac1 ota of 
the pl, !Jabbed the AK in:1 was poi1llg I back i1o the hole. The iit18f Ha-d Core got cu qlicld',' in:! they ~ for us to joi'I them in thei- escape. I motioned for them 
tD go wlholJ us because I knew Mb coudn't make the ~ ald I dm't wn to leave tin. I don't racal !ta one of the Ha-d Cores was kled or N they kled cl"P/Of18 lu 
1113'/be Mike was prwy to a conversation in Long Binh N I <loo't take Pelt il. I my ~esslon that one of the debriefers it Long Bm asked if he ccud 1mg soma IJU'IS 
in to look at us. We said OK in:I soon these same two Ha-d Cores cane ii to idertify N we were the same !JIIS they'd seen it the~- lrterestilg. tatt? I'd guess we 
clctl't stav il Vietncm more tf\cll a cl.rt alter cu release ald were debriefed a Id. I clctl't c..-e so long as they keJi 1mg me food - I was real/ tuvv. We wert to Japcll 
for a cl.rt then to <fflerert hosplals it the States. I staved it the hosplal abcu 30 dcl'js in:I ended ~ firishi1g my rislmert at !ta ilstalation. Other tf\cll the PC1N elmer 
we had atthe~e House in:I one crewchiefttawas in B Trp, I ha'ien't had cl"'f COfUCtwlh ...,,one !ta was ii the 7117th CAV. 

VHPA Mem>er Bit/ Bowing provides a few more details. When these ARVN Rcllgers escaped, they tuned themseties it e11 ARVN ~ in:1 the srilr Americc11 
alttisor caled us wll the news !ta they niltf h.we some ilforrraion abcu 0ll' people. I flew over there clld was told ll'f !tis fl.t Colonel Ila I'd ha'ie to wai cuside. I 
salad past tin i1o the room where they were debrielilg these QltlS. Tl.-Olql them we obtained the fist "real ilfonnmt abcu SGT Shepa'd in:I WO Peterson bti nolhi1g 
on the tillers. They happened to make a casual statemert abcu the •one Americcll body near the road". Tiis, of couse, was news to me. We were able to oblai1 soma 
more specific ilfOITMion from them clld wltil the next coqJle dajs w011ced wlh e11 ARVN Cavay ll1il to sweep the a-ea. The NI/A were long gone ll'f !ta line bti ttis 
was how we fomd in:I retrieved George Grega's boctf. 
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On the 2001, wtile doi1g a VR in the An Lao v-,, W01 Fred A. Exner Ill of C Trp was kiled when tis LOH crashed after mq>eriencing a tai rotor faue. VHPA Mermer Hary 
Michell desailes these everts: 

I was the Scoti teirll leader M day. Fred, an experienced LOH plat, was ftting my wing. He had the adcMional !Uy of being the troop St,Wtt Officer. A LT Gay(?) Ne1sm 
had been a Cobra pilot for some tine and was in the process of seeing if he warted to be a Scot.l He flew as Fred's Observer and i was tis mt day in a LOH. That day 
the AO was the l10l1hem J)clt of the An Lao over from L1 Englsh. We were workilg from the ~ !JOtnl down towcl'd the v-, floor. Fred caled M he had jJSt 
uperienced a tal rotor faikn. I <Jictctt uned and saw hin going itD the trees. He rrust have had r-.1ow forw..-d speed • the tine because he shlul have been able 
to ftt w of the ..-ea even wlhotJ a tai rotor. Just after the LOH Iii the trees, the blades folded 14> and~ ll.lmg. The ~ frort side of the ship Iii the (JOllld. I was 
rvt rw« the crash sie in seconds and even lhotJ!1) ttis ..-ea was qJle caiopy Jllllle, I coud cleatf see the wreck. There was no movemert cl'Otl1d the wreck and~ 
there was no we. We caled for the Bus even lhotJ!1) the ne..-est L1 was some listance aN"f. An« aboti ten nwues the wreck stated to btin and soon the il1ITIO 
stated cooking off. We had to back off because of the exploding iffll'lO. AboLf ttis tine we saw a pen flare come 14> h0tq1 the trees. We dslTissed I as J)clt of Iha 
IUTilg am,o. A cOl4)le rnirltes &.-er when we saw anolher pen flare, we knew someone was al'ie down there. We caled for a med wac wih a jllQle penetr.-er. I 
aTWed and even lhou!1I the ammo was st1 exploding. they !ded fvt 14> to the crash sie and JU the penetr.-« down. LT Nelson was so bdt wlllllded tta he was 
mable to get himself ito the cortraption; so the me<lc wert down. He was able to cllf'l1)lete the evacwDIO. No one else was tut IUilg tta eictraction. L.-« the BkJes 
<Id get in and retrieved Fred's boot. Ye..-s i..« I saw LT Nelson again in Gemwt1 ftting Cobras; so I irl1 ~ to 54'/ tta he recovered from tis wOlllds. 

December - Dlrilg ttis ITlOl1h. A Trp wwd work sev«al <lff«ert AOs in fl011hwestem II Corps and for the 3rd Ode west of Encl'l B Trp wwd filishing 14> Is work for the 1 sa 
Ode's ()perm, SPREAGINS WHITE in the Ban Me 1llJat, Bu Prang ..-ea. C Trp worked the An Lao Vi/let and Crows Foot ..-ea, we-. permlli1g. or else they worked the low 
lirlds ac;iailSt the VC. D Trp COf11)1eted the Encrl to Cheo Reo COllVIJ'/ sect.rly assi!Jlmerts, then concklcted sea-ch and destrD'/ missions and Sflf'Ved as a reaa, reaction force 
for A Trp. On the 10lh, WO Peterson and SGT Shepcl'd of B Trp w«e freed by the NVA relcmvet/ ne..- a 451h ARVN Re<J sie nea- Due Lap. They were c:apb6ed by the NVA cbi1g 
the ballle on 2 Nrw descri>ed eaier. The Pacific Stars and~ d.-ed S..Wday, Dec 13, 1969 carried pictl.res of them on the frort page. The paper 54'/S tta Peterson's ttd 
il1II fotl1h toes on tis left flO w«e rrissilg and he suff«ed frai,nertm, wOlllds in the left knee. Shepcl'd was descriled as having ~ frai,nertalion wOlllds of the r;;,t 
fa« il1II of the bl.aock. They w«e the 281h and 291h U.S. prisoners to be released by the Coamlists. 

Y• End Summay - luilg most of ttis ye..-, the line troops were opconed IMJside the Sep,. The Sep, remained based a Encrl and cortiuld to make i11Jrovemerts to the 
facliies there especially in the ai'craft maitenance ..-ea. A Trp spert aboti hall ls tine workilg the Oak To/ Kormn ..-ea and provided considerable~ for Iha 241h STZ. 
The Olher half of Is tine wwd be given to the 41h Inf especiat/ in the An Khe ..-ea. e Trp ~ed TF Scuh for the wst half of the ye..-, worked w of c~ Encrl for a few 
morths before moving to Ban Me ni... for basicat/ Iha rest of the ye... to Sl4Jl)Ortthe 23rd ARVN iterests in M ..-ea now tta the 41h Inf no longer oper.-ed there. C Trp worked 
w of c...., Enari for the wst fOll' morths, then moved to An Son to Sl4Jl)Ort the 173rd and the 41h Inf for the rest of the ye..-. Basicat/ the Sqm cortroled HlfT and o Trp for 
most of the ye..-. The slualion of havilg the ACTs opconed w was serlous>t reviewed aft« Iha 2 Nrw ballle il1II changes were made to reun to the tradllonal ACS c:onrvr.un 

1970 

The princly SOll'ce m.terials for ttis ye..- ..-e: For A Trp, a 29 page AUHS prepa-ed by W01 Charles E. SmDl, Ill. For B, C, and D Trps; ~ For the ScJmon: a 48 page 
OR-LL for the period 1 NOV h0tq131 JAN, a 43 page OR-LL for the period 1 FEB hOUltl 30 APR. a 32 page OR-LL for 1 MAY houiti 31 JUL, and a 32 page OR-U for 1 AUG 
hotl!tl 31 OCT. The last two OR-Lls cortained some accid8ft SlllVllcl'ies which ..-e inckJded in ttis rwr.mve. An 8 page trilf'ISCllll of Iha debrlefilg of L TC De France in Sep, 
1970 for tistorical JUPOS8. 

Jnay - DlmQ ttis ITlOl1h. A and B Trps ~ed the 2nd Bde in Operm, PUTNAM POWER northeast of An Khe. C Trp worked the An Lao v-, and Crows Foci ..-ea, 
~ permlling. else worked the low lirlds against the VC. D Trp also Sl4Jl)Orted Iha 41h Div wih road sect.rly assi!Jmerts between C• Radclfl • An Khe and Fi'ebase 
Emeia as Wei as working the c~ EMi TAOR. On the 51h, A Trp's Sews fOtnl and engaged a lcl'ge enemy elemert; kling fwe and captlmg f(Jll' AKs. On the 71h, A Trp 
inserted lhei' BkJes itD a fortified wing ..-ea They ~ed some clothes, me<lcal supplies, AK irlllTIO, il1II food pkJs 11 suspects; then the Gin. destrD'/ed the strucues. On 
the 81h, ill A Trp LOH was stQ down, crashed and tciatj btmed. The pb il1II obSflf'V« escaped and were rned8'iaced. The GlJls worked the ..-ea, then the Trp screened for 
a rifle COlll)any alreaa, in the ..-ea. They fOtnl a lcl'ge lllllk« cOfl1)lex il1II made cortact wlh an estinaled NVA C001>iffl. The C&C's crew ctief was wOlllded and evaced 
when the stip suddelt, took a voley of enemy we. The Bus w«e inserted and fOtnl runerous caves i1111 si!Jls of rec:er1t1 enemy ivilg there. One NVA was _,ed. On 
the 111h. A Trp's BkJes w«e inserted after the Sews and Gin; made cortact wlh an estinaled NVA p&.-oon in lhei' base ~- The Bus kled fwe NVA and capwed two AKs. 
one pistol, il1II one 51 cal. They swept ttwu the ..-ea again prior to eictraction and fOtnl a lcl'ge quartiy of raw ~on. a weaving machine, some food and a 30 cal. On the 121h. 
A Trp's Bus w«e inserted in another base ~. C001Jlete wlh lidden btiklngs il1II detained 28 people pkJs an M-1 il1II some food. On the 2ml, A Trp fOtnl a lcl'ge sleeping 
..-ea~ by an NVA p&.-oon. The Goo kled fOll' and the Sews kled hee. On the 26th. A Trp fOtnl another NVA p&.-oon's ~ il1II kled fOll'. On the 2911\ A Trp made 
ill assessmect of a lcl'ge atlery strlle and fOtnl fOll' more NVA to kl. 

VHPA Mermer Tom Permer remembers: Some Vietnan everts stand win Oll' minds more lhan others. The accwt I irl1 aboti to rel.fa Is VMOL V ETCHED in my memoiy. 
I was a Gm tean leadef for C Trp • the tine and used the name 'The Pacemaker" on the raclos. We habluat/ stage w of L1 Two Bis and wwd refuel and ream • U 
Uplft. Ttis was i..e 69 or 8ati 70 when C Trp's main AOs were in il1II cl'Otnl the An Loa Vifet. My wi1g M day was CWO Charles Alexander - 'Sober Ctale" we caled 
hin. I Iced hMlg hin on my wi1g because you coud alw.r/S depend on hin to be • the ~ place • the ni,t tine and you 11m, have to spend a lat of tine aplaiing 
how to hanlle a siuml. We were rellfring from coverilg a LRRP M had been in cortact wel 14> in Iha vifet. Wlile coverilg lhese LRRPs, we had IDll)8llded weiyllilg 
except for the <Uboard 'seven stQ' pods which cortained nails. It was qliel - eert, cpet when a fait soood suddentf Cclll8 on the raclo. I was so fait in fact, N I 
asked Chne If he could make I w? Negative. Then, in a Ide louder whisper, a voice fled wih te..-s il1II fe..- pleaded for ~ - GOO! What a sOtnl. Once you've head 
tta wtisper you know someone has bad !J1fS very close by; tu the te..-s and fe..- tel you they ..-e in very serious trlUlle! It was from ardler LRRP tean Stnwlded on 
hee sides by a VC c~ and a sheer ciff to the west The LRRPs couooi move in any drection il1II the bad IJJYS were closing in ~ tu swet,'. I uplailed to 
lhem in a whisper M al we had were nails. l'I nev« know~ i Is when you receive a whisper, you transrri wlh a whisper!! The LRRP said they w«e holed 14> in some 
rocks • the top of the cliff and coulm't move. I explained M we weren't Sl4Jl)OSed to use nails close to frienllies. They said: 'The bad IJJYS cl'e wihin 50 meters aid 
closing - so we're dead if you don't and 1114'/ be dead if you do. We'd r-. take Oll' chances wlh you.• I asked Chne what he thotqt il1II he said he'd do whalaVer I 
decided. So I !Old the LRRPs to get behixl and lJlder Iha rocks and report when they were reaa,. They said: 'My men ..-e alrealt, lJlder the rocks tu taking we from al 
sides - smoke Is w!' I said we'd make Oll' nm• tree top level from the swhwest to northeast, i.eak left and try to pop the nails ;..st rw« the rocks and ito the tree b. 
I renmed them M the red aibome smoke wwd incic•e the nails had popped. I thotqt my kst pass was too long and asked them aboti l They said: "Ccuml, tel 
Heard some nails tinkle across the rocks. The VC ~ shooting • us il1II started shooling • you lhotql. • I said we'd cortilJe as long as we coud, fii1g art, one par eadl 
1111, so they shoud sl"I low, and tta ttis line we'd try the east and SOtih half. We cl(JJSled for the nut rm and asked how we'd done. "You're doi1g 11e.- tu there's• 
btn:h workilg along the ciffs from the north towcl'ds us.• So we a<tJst again il1II asked how'd tta look? •n looks - OH #@S& (he yeled in pain) good. (sience) (deeP 
deafenng slencel)' I asked If they w«e Ill and anost dreaded the answ«. 'No - the danlned smoke got licked by anal - roled down Iha rock against my leg ald blffl8d 
the hel w of me!' BO'/, I was reieved to heel' Ila. Then I asked if they were react, to move because we had JJst enoui,i afllTIO left to cover lhei' i.eak and we ~1 
raise anymore Gin.. We suggested they try to move SSW along the top of the ciff. They caled when they w«e react, to move. Chne made a hot pass and I madl

1
• 

<Umrf. Then we made some more hot and~ passes tu saved one last par each ';..st in case'. Filaly we asked how they were doilg. 'We're doi1g fine. We 
cortiu down the hi to the SOlih. • We cortmed to plil'f ~ and asked for them to report when they w«e clecl'. A few rnirltes i..« they said: 'We're de.- rlJI/. 
THANKS. We wwd hiMI been dead If you tiami stopped to help us.• We were both 10 miues ito the 20 rnirlte l9t, so we wed the last par and when hofllB. YOU 
know, we never hecl'd from M LRRP teirll agait Perhaps they made I home. I hope so. I do know they made I houiti one more day we to a C Trp Cobra taaTI aid I 
was proud to have been there. 

February· Dlri1g ttis mord1 A Trp ~orted wlh 41h Div in the general vicnty north of An Khe along the Suol Kon !Wflf and fl011hwest in the Song Ba v-,. On 11181st. 1 

prisoner escaped from a necl'by NVA POW~ and g.we hinsell 14> to A Trp's BkJes tta had been inserted to recon an ..-ea shot 14> by the Gin.. The itelgence !his~ 
provided led to the localion of two NV A POW camps, an NCO training school, and a medical training school. For the &st ten days, B T rp worked to the north of An Khe in lh8 ~ 
Sorn il1II Song Con !Tier ..-eas. Elilrernetf thick veget.mon and rouiti terrain ~ed observ.mon efforts tu the troop was able to find several enemy c001)lexes i1111 ~­
rwes. Sev«al CO!tacts were made wih S(JJad sized elemeru. Dlri1g ttis erue morth, C Trp Sl4Jl)Orted the 173rd Abn in the general An Loa v-, ..-ea 1hei pmay ~ 
was to itercict enemy movemert from the motnain base ..-eas to the l)(lllUcfed coastal plans. D Trp cortnJed COOOOClilg secl'ch il1II clear operallons ..-Otnl the Ca111 t1,.. 
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Octob• - On the 1st. CV?/1 Cav was r~ K Trp, 171h At Cav cPI for the fist hat of the mor#I cormued to work w of PtB1 T1iet. [).mg this me mor1h, c Trp agail 
S1411)(lrted the 173rd Abn cl'Ollld LZ Engish. From the 3rd ltl'OU!11 the 9th, B Trp worked the Komm Tan Can •ea btf wuher restricted thei' operallons. On the 4th, C Trp had 
a LOH stD down by 51 ca whie observing a large txner COfl1llex. Dtmg the crew exlraction, the Gl.flS observed seven tNA fleei1g the ..-ea .nl kled them. On the 11»1, B 
T rp worked w of PtlJ Hiep again for the da>f. Enemy actidy in the area was heavy as evidenced by the heavt/ traveled trails cPI farlTWlg in the renue ..-eas. 22 enemy strudIns 
were destJayed by B Trp elemerts .nl the ARVN ARP was inserted to seme a downed LOH. Tlis pl;toon worked very wel cPI the rxt, ~ encoutered was M they had 
some cifflct.ty re-ertemg the Lift ships mmg the exlraction. Tlis problem was alevaed by adcing str..,s to the Hueys as llilld holds to expedle re-eriry. On the 1 mi, A Trp 
worked west of Tltf Hoa .nlfomd a large txner COfl1llex. TheGl.flS .nlScow worked the ..-ea al da>f, destrayedthe ~.nl kledone tNA. On the 111h, K Trp's LOHs 
r&QWed fie cPI thei' Gl.flS expended resijiig in ltl'ee KBA. On the 13th, while SLWDl1il!I the 1/50 Mech, K Trp receiied fie cuing an LZ prep. From the 151h ltl'otq1 the 251h, 
B Trp kled ten tNA whie Sl4>P(lltingthe 47thARVN Inf sOIJh .nlsOIJhwest of FSB Oasis in search of elemerts of the 95B tNA Reg. On the 15th. a B Trp Cobra was stadown 
cPI they used A Trp's Blues nialy to S8Cll'e the aircraft. D Trp sert fotl' Qlll jeeps to reieve the ARPs .nl they gllcl'ded the aircraft tni it was ifted w the next IJlOfTWlg. On 
the 15th. an A Trp LOH receHed heavy AW fie. At stri<es were ~ed r~ in a seconday e>q>losion rising 2000 feet above the !Jomd. The Blues were ilsefted btf 
coud lild rxt, scatered doct.rnelts in the area Leier ii the mor1h, A Trp inserted its Blues to recover the bodies from a 4th DH aircraft 1hcf had been stD down on the 2ml. 
From the 17th tni the end of the mocih, K Trp worked north of Dai.. On the 22nd. A Trp's Scow observed an enemy sq.lad. The Blues were inserted, made coftad .n1 
8XCM1ged fie. Due to bad wuher, the Blues were exlrad after they had swept the ..-ea .nl destrayed some eqt.ipmeft .nl rice. On the 3ml K Trp stood down for redepb/mert. 

Nnembef - On the 2nd. A Trp's C&C recewed fie whie they were workklg on AO swheast of Pleiku. After the Gl.flS and Scow worked the •ea. the Blues were inserted btf 
no fidler enemy coftad was made. On the 3rd. A Trp's Scow fomd a txnered storage ~ west of C~ Enari. The Scot1s took fie cPI the Gl.flS fled ~ the ..-ea. 
One tNA was kled then an airstri<e was used. There were seconday explosions and IUi1g the BOA. ten more bodies were COtJted. On the 5th, A Trp's C&C recetted fn from 
a large enemy c~. Their Gl.flS destroVed 14 hootches in one ~omd .nl 12 more in ardl8I' pkJs some clothes .nl rice. Soon all8r this, A Trp moved to PtB1 Rang 
to begin opermlS in the Dala, Song Mao, PtB1 Rang ..-ea Dec:ember - On the 4th, A Trp fomd runerous bln<ers cPI sean fVo1g poslions ne..- Song Mao. The Gl.flS 
fled~ the area and kled two. On the 8th, A Trp worked an area JJSt sOIJh of Song Mao when a Sew stip crashed ito 150 flU trees. W01 John lllyart was pilled IDier 
the aircraft cPI <ied. The copb. lhotql lrped, was seen w wal(ing aromd. One man was inserted to~ the downed crew. They eslincted the LOH was doi1g aboti 90 
lads when I crashed. A smal ARVN force was inserted to check the area They reported the LOH had been hit by smal arms fie .nl was a~ loss. The boot, raclos, weapons, 
etc. were exlraded mmg a heavy rain storm. Stl ne..- Song Mao on the 111h, A Trp's Scot1s receiie smal arms fie cPI 1111:0Vered several fax holes, trails, fVo1g poslions 
and clOttwlg. The C&C recewed fie as wel cPI the Gl.flS stD ~ the area. From al existing evidence a pl;toon size VC had been used this area btf no confimed enemy bodes 
were fotnl. On the 19th, cl.mg a VA, an A Trp LOH took a ci'ed hit from a B40 rocket. The stJlse(JJ8lt explosion kled WO A1on N. Malette cPI tis observer. Al~ 
was sectJ"ed by an ARVN i,omd tri. The enemy was engaged on the i,omd .nl by the Gl.flS. The bodies were exlraded by the C&C .nl by the end of the da>f the ARVN Id 
was also exlraded tilder exlremely hazardous conclions. 

v .. End S&lnmary -1970 coud be smmed ~ in one word, Vietnanizmi. The ACTs were increasingtf involved in~ the ARVN learn abcu M Cavay cPI In SICJP(ll1i1g 
ARVN opermlS. The b.mles aromd Dak To, Ben Het. .nl Dak Seang pkJs the CclTlbo<ian opermlS were clecl' ~ of Vietnanizmi. 

1971 

The prinary Sotl'ce lllcierials for this yq ..-e: For HHT, a Yearbook titled 71-72An Son which lncules abou ten si!Jifi(:at pages. For A Trp, a 15 page AUHSprepared by 1LT 
Dan P. Siona. For B, c. cPI D Trps, nothing. For the Sqmi, a 16page c~ OpermiAfter Action Report for the period 20-24Apr cPI 3-14 Maojforthe air assd portion of 
0perlEOl1 MANG HO. 

Jnisy - [).mg ttis mor1h, A Trp Sl.W(lrted the 451h ~ 23rd ARVN .- Bal Me nut. There were no si!Jificart sqmg or reports ii the earl'f part of the ye..-. On the 25U1, 
CPT AHred Hile was forced to make a precamona,y lanling 14 niles sOIJhwest of Bal Me Tild whie on a VR. L.-e in the mocih, the Sqm HQ was split from Is lile troops. 
The troops were assifJled to various b.-ialions witwl the 17th CAG while HQ .nl HHT moved from c~ Holowa>i to ClLi Nhon cty air field. VHPA Meni>er Enie Smelt provideS 
a criical insvt to these everts: 

Those were chalenging lines for everyone in the 7/17 Cav. Let me sort of pait a piclll'e of what was going ltl'OlJ!jl my mnd .nl COL Joe Slarker's, the CO of the 17 CAG. 
~st. sill:e the Sqm had been in Vlelllafn it had aMcffS ~ed a close working relcmonship with the 4th ON. They inckJded us in most of thei' opermlS, general'f used 
At Cavay In an ~opricfe mamer, and provided us with lnf;niy .nl Artile,y SLWDrt when we needed l We certan/ provided them with ""f8S" pkJs a ve,y llmilJle. 
react/ reaction force. They, in tll1l. •saved OIi' coledive asses• several lines when we 'bl off nu:h more than we coud chew". When the 4th ON stood down In earl'f Dec, 
"OIi' big friend' was gone cPI with it the old staus <JJO. Second, since the 7117th .nl the 4th had been good for each other; I seemed n.-i.al to beleve 1hcf ~ thl 
7 /171h .nl with another large lri woud be a very good idea. The Koreans had the last map Alied coni>al Iris In II Corps. They stl recped, .nl recewed, considerallle 
air Sl4)llOrt. We knew it woud take considerable 'trairwlg' .nl "patience" on bo1h parts for the 7/17th cPI the ROKs to fit together wel, btf thit is what we set w to do. 
Thid. many serior American conmanders In II Corps .nl the 1st Avn Bde believed the ARVN woud have a cifficul tine holding thei' own. We warted to p&j down Ill 
presence (.nl therefore Mlerabily) in the 'IUtfing areas• such as Pleiku. We were determined to SLWDrt the Vietnanizalion effort cPI we were stl tilder orders to ■rvt 
hard - jJSt don1 loose people". FOlllh, the S<pl was akeact/ "split~ cPI had realt/ become an ACS for al of II Corps. A Trp was_. PtB1 Rang cPI seemed desliled to 
stay in swhem II Corps. One ACT had to stay_. Pleiw .nl 1hcf proved to be B Trp. C Trp was akeact/ _. An Son, so they were OIi' northeastern II Corps •represertraeS"­
Poor O Trp coum't be used as a i,omd Cavay troop artf more; an inlr~ convav escort and emergency "bi'd down' react/ reaction force were the best nisslons thlV 
coud hope for. They were basicati al Holowa, had for perineter sectJiy and <kew al sorts of crapjl'/ little detais. An(wa,, Niatt ClLi Nhon airfield looked good beCaJS8 
I had lots of room there adjacert to the 223rd CAB. There was aeactt a space problem .- An Son. So we moved to ClLi Nhon cty. 

The 61 st AHC cPI its sister AHC, the 129th. were .-iached to the 7llth cl.mg Jaruary as part of the move to Qli Nhon. Both AHCs had been based .- Lane for some !me. VHPA 
Merooer Rod l>f khouse descri>es these times as folows: 

I DEROSed In Ma, and recal 1hcf the 61st was attached to the 7117th In Jaruary. Al. fist ii was prinarily for acinin J111110S8S. The 61st was basicati lllChanged In thl 
opermlal sense except ttw we started suppol1ing Iris Olher than the 173rd Abn. We had prinartf Sl.W(lrted them lbi1g 1970. we started ~ Korean aid 
ARVN Iris, cPI doi1g a lot more work in the Cemal H~ aromd Pleiku, the tri-border area. .nl even ito Carmocla. We stl oper.-ed prinarly with Olher 61 st aircralt 
btf not exckJsNely. Officially we were 'CAV' btf on a lri level, not nu:h changed. I'm st.-e you know what I mean when Isa, 1hcf a person elher loved the las and sablrS 
or ttnqi they were a bmch of Qlll ho kiots. ~ the 61 st, who had never been 'CAV' before, was attached to an ACS .nl was ■part of the 'CAV'"! We deYekJPld 
a sa,ng •u you can, be.- 'em. Join 'em!" The 61 st sert abou 50% of OIi' assets north to SLWDrt LAM SON 719. The serior ACs with less than 90 da>(s, along will-' 
8(J.ial runber of peter plots, stayed .- Lane and covered al the rrissions ttw the de ~art/ had covered before. We flew OIi' btfls off - ptitilg In 15-18 1W daYSI 
The 61 Si's prinily AO was from 0ti Nhon north to abou the I Corps line along the coastal plains .nl along QL 19 to An Kha, the area aromd Pleiw cPI the TrH>ordar pa 
m.mg eat, 1971. The two Lm pl;toons were stmied .- and flew from Lane wilh an occasional RON .- Pleiku. The Gm pl;toon was st.cioned .- and flew from LZ Englsh. 
abou 60 NM north. I remember one good story from ttis tine frame. I was ltting C&C with a LTC and tis RTO In the back. We were <koppilg phougas (eqteen 55 gal 
mms .- a tine) from a Chinook on suspected VC locallons. We'd let ii soak ito the holes, caves, liclng places, etc. for a COt4)le nwues; then ftf over I and hM the~ 
Qlllner li!tt it with tracers. We ptJ the fifth <kop M da>f ito some elephart i,ass .nl ~ on abcu 12-15 liclng <links. Wei, they'd akeact/ seen OIi' previOUS «DPS•"' 
knew exadt/ what was comng next; so they~~ and started nming. I iTlrrle<lctely dove on them .nl told the crewctief to lltt I RIGHT NOW, which he cld. °" 
two get w of the fie bal cPI one of them was JJSt covered with blazing phougas. He rxt, made I aboti 25 feet before colapsing. The Olher 'Ill was nming doWfl lliS 
tral so I stilted hoverilg down the tral betWld tin whie we took tlmS with OIi' 38s. The colonel i,abs tis RTO's 16 .nl holers for the RTO to hold on to tis bet He IJl'5 
one flU w on the skid, the other knee on the floor cPI starts shooting .- the ti. He rl.flS w of anmo, so the RTO gives tin amher clp cPI he ptJs both feet OIi ~ 
the skid. He rl.flS w again, gets ardl8I' clp .nl moves fu1her forward. Tlis 'Ill is so axcled to adllatJ see a dink w in the open .nl have an M 16 in his handS- W~ 
after a few more clps he is ~ st.ming on the skid c.., wside my door shooting!! He tlrns to me .nl sa,s, ltl'OU!II my wi1dow with a big !Jin on tis face. "isn1 lliS 
1Jeal!!' Wei. we managed to shoot the dink and get the Colonel back inside the aircraft; then we wart back to base for Ulch. 

February • On the 3rd, A Trp was attached to the 1001 CAB located _. Dong Ba Thin cPI stifled Is SLW0rt to the 23rd ARVN's elemerts In the Song Mao area. The mssiOflS 
assi!Jl8d to the ACT also changed. While they woud stl perform regular At Cav VR type missions, they were assl!J1ed more base ~ nvt sectdy cPI reaction fQl'CI lYP' 
missions. The 11th was schecUed as a maitenance down da>f for A Trp; btf .- noon Phan Rang Base Opns rll(JJested fie stc,port when two rocket lalllchers .nl one 12211111 
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,ock8I were reported b'i nelligence SOU'ces. Two Cobras were sert .nl destrO'ied the rocket sle. On the 1 !ilh, A Trp was forced to wort the fief lands northwest or Song Mao 
~ al tai,1 wilds. One LOH received fie .nl the GlllS fied In the area wlh ll1known reSlts. On the 27th, A Trp's GlllS pr0¥ided armed escort for ar1 extraction done 1Ji 
,- 2471h Med. ~ the medeYacs .nl the GlllS took fie bti no damage. The GlllS upended Lllder the cor1Jol of the MACY illMsors on the i,Wld. 

The Sqoo staff was getoog accustomed to their new role .nl VHPA Member Tom Gat,,eari provides this iJsvt: In liie Feb or early Mar I worted prinartf ii lhe rrisslon 
comol certer of the Sqoo 5-3 at Qui Nhon aifiekl. As a resul of the fal oti from the Mal Lal fiasco, there was a C0lmlarld policy to u, ilYestigate the ciwnstalCes 
whenever there were cwian i$Jies aleged to have been caused b'i Americari forces. As I recal, a Cobra had accidertat/ fied a rocket near a Ille vlage on the beach 
somewhere geoeratt north of Qui Nhon .nl east of Bear Cat. I can no longer recal the exact reason for the accidertal msfie. UnfOftlllatet,, the rocket larlded near where 
a Ylllllll boy, abot1 fOt.J years old, was playilg .nl he received a shrapnel laceration on one of tis calves. I was assilJled to~ ilYesligite !tis maier. To~ me irulvlew 
wtnesses. I was assi!Jled wih the same "Ki Carson" Sc<U lhat served wih A Trp ck.rilg the 8 Aug 1970 engagemert. 8'/ !tis line A Trp's Bkles no longer needed hin In 
their prinary ITission .nl we had developed a good friendstip. When I nerviewed the child's mother abot1 what had ~ she was Sllprised lhat I was doing ai 
iwestigation. llr~ the nerpreter, she told me ii swstance: lhat she knew lhat what had happened was ar1 accidert; lhat the piot clml't rneari to shlo lhe rocat; .nl 
lhat she hoped lhat we wouooi ptnsh or make the piot arigry for what had happened because if we did, she was alraid lhat the piot mvt not come back .nl '- pruect 
1hem from 1he VC. I have no reason to beieve the "Ki Carson" Sew was sayi1g words I warted to hear. The look on lhat womari's face .nl the ci'wnstn:es or lhat 
dscussion, are among those everts of lfff tOt.J ii Vletnim lhat ,n ildeti/ etched In lfff recolection. Even thotqi I had previotJsl't ~ wholeheatect, ix.fl the 
geraal mission of Ot.J armed forces In Vlelnam, .nl the specific missions of the 7fl'ltl Cav, I knew what we were doi1g ii Vletnim was ~ 

1,1111 Song 719 / Dewey Canwon II • We have been able to learn lhat ttvee ciflerert tri.s from the 7/17'/tl supported !tis operDJn. The most visille was C Trp .nl !ta explols 
w1 be descriJed ii some detal. B Trp, from Plei<u, supported runerous ARYN operationS several mies ito Laos as sort al a "swhem flarlk / fNA clstraction effOlt" for lhe mail 
llusl along QI.. 9. CITTarO/ details al B Trp's activlies are not wel known. Filatf, HHT serf at least one, .nl ~ more, smal detactmerts to Dong Ha to provida S-3 .nl 
S--4 type S&CJPO(l Agail detais of these HHT activlies are not cmerttt wel known. Art(Nay, early ii the ITlOl1h, C Trp rnoved to Quarig Tri .nl was attached to lhe 223rd CSAB 
as pat or the~ for LAM SONG 719 / Dewey Cariyon II. For those lhat know or ca'e, the 223rd was a fixed wilg CSAB. As pat of the ~ to support !tis !age operation, 
die 1st Avn Ode c1m1, wan too 111c1rt of Is asselS jjien to the 101 st Abn for several reasons. So !tis is how, C Trp .nl several ~ 1st Avn Ode helicoJter tllls wen assi!Ja1 
111 a stached wilg COITl'llald. Al. least two weeks prior to the move, C Trp had been jjien a willllng order lhat they cwd be movi1g from Lc1111. C Trp sat had a "rea det" at 
Lane. .nl thei manenaice .nl "forward (rear)" woud be at Quarig Tri. while their "forward (forward)" woud be at Khe Sarti when lhat base was re-establshed. VHPA llem>ers 
l)ol1 Pll'Ser .nl Dave Ferrel jjie us a good picue of !tis period. 

Don provides: As mertioned previously, C Trp had known for some line we woud be moving Ot.J opermlS .nl maitenarlce bases from Lc1111 for a teff1)0rlly, blJ none 
the less mended, period of tine. We were even told what to take .nl how to pack. filaly the orders came down .nl we moved to Quarig Tri usilg Id! i,Ollld .nl ai 
corwoys. I remember ptililg Ot.J clJffel bags ii the LOHs pkJs Ot.J weapons bti very Ille ammo. We were assi!Jled a partiatf constructed chben's hosplal to Ive n 
There was a helopad for !tis hosplal ;Jst off the ai1ield at Quarig Tri. Cllr 1l!tt li1e .nl maitenance area was on the ai1ield. wlfin wal<ilg clstn:e from !tis hospla. 
The concrete floors, the half wals on the merior .nl the wooden rool were fiished blJ not nu:h else. Otter the l1elll few days, C Trp wwd rig 141 a ~ system wlh 
power ~ 1Ji a generator otnide, move in some cots .nl a Ille fl.mue, .nl use a water buffalo parked oti frort for water. I wasni heaven, blJ I was beGer 'ltlarl 
at Khe Sarti! Once the Khe Sarti base was re-established, C Trp was assi!Jled a smal area on the very northem edge of the perineter. It was rvt off the acltte R11Way 
-ortt a few feet sap.sated Ot.J aiaart parking area from the main fixed wilg llllWay. When we get there, they had ;Jst fiished clearilg lhat section of nns .nl tmqJloded 
orcilance. I doubt the llllWay was tnJSable because there were 111c1rt holes ii l There was wreckage .nl jn everywhere! It was a Sca'Y place!! Wendel Moore .nl 
I were assi!Jled a sorry two mar1 btn<er. We plJ some wood from rocket boxes down to keep us off the l1lJd, set 141 Ot.J cots .nl sleJi there ii Ot.J sleepilg bags. We were 
pat al the perineter defense - ll10the( Sca'V tholJ!tt! No one was happy wih these livilQ condiaions so I joiled several ~ Scot.ts to dg a new six mar1 btner. We 
c1m1i have nu:h more space per person, bti we were able to gel Oll' cots ii there. I especially remember the rats that lved IJlder the palets on the floor - lhey were big 
as house cats!! We san<llagged Oll' bU1ker wals to keep the rrud in place. Al. nvt we'd "borrOW" some of the asphal covered auniun pariels from the RllW- for lhe 
floor .nl 1he rool. In the nelll day or so the engileers woud replace the ones we'd "borrowed" .nl we cwdni gel I ltvlltVI normal ~ chcmels, so what lhe heck. 
We plJ '/tie akJnirun pcKiels on the sard>agged wals, then a tert to keep the rail oti .nl maly lots of saxl>ags. 8'/ morning we hoped no one cwd find those pariels ii 
they came lookilg for them. The weather was bad nu:h of the line .nl I was cold there. From lfff poit of view, I'd sa, most of C Trp's missions were lradional VRs on 
the VieCnamese side arWld Lai Vieng, Khe Sarti .nl back to Dong Ha or along the two mail roads used to support these bases. We occasionatf saw AA fi and even flalc 
In Vlemiln. Nauatt we were tryilg to keep the fNA away .nl looked for thei rocket tllls. Whenever we'd find something iteresting. I recewed ar1 Arc Lilt' or scmti1g 
appropriale. I have several picues taken from atop Ot.J blllker of a Ina of B-52 delvered borrms. After the thrd day or operationS In Laos, the 6s wereni used 'ltlere nu:h 
ariymore. That is a long story l1f lsell - how the ti!tJer arrived at lhat decision .nl who paid for l Art(Nay, lhat was fine wlh me. I know Ot.J GlllS pr0¥ided considerable 
Sl4JPOrl ii Laos bti I doni have ariy details of lhat. Oh, yes, while at Khe Sarti I had ;Jst ifted off on ar1 ash & !rash nission when I lost the tal nm. I plJ the ail:rall down 
;m otnide the perineter, ii a mine field; blJ kJckitf no one was tut I realy l(ed beilg a Sc<U .nl loved ltfilg !he 6. I was known as "Shaky" because I was •-s 
nervous in the morning. I cwdni eat breakfast on the mornings I woud ltt - It ;Jst <im't stay down. furtf, thotqi, when I get to the aiaart .nl stated the Jl'eli!t'. I 
sealed rvt down .nl fel fine again. I woud ltt Sew for 1 O mOf1hs tota. 

Now we1 hear from Dave Ferrel: I Itri I was C Trp's fist new piot ater 'ltley moved 141 nor'ltl to support Lam Song 719. I was processed ltvlltVI Dong Ha Ir, lhe 223rd 
wlh abot.f 5 ~s .n1 assijJled to C Trp wih !tis tal &'&•, skimy EM. We get a ride to Quarig Tri .nl wert to C Trp's hosplal bltilg desai>ed 1Ji Don Pusher. I llmi 
have ariy TA50 gear (sleepilg bag, ale.) at the line. They told me to ;Jst sleep ii someone's cd .nl if they came back, go to ll10the( one. Art(Nay, ab<U lfff second ri!jt 
'ltlere I heard !tis loud, silgle shot ;Jst otJside the bltilg. It was dark .nl I certari/ c1m1, go ilYestioc'e '/tie noise. The l1elll morning at breakfast, I learned that !tis tal. 
skifft, new ~ had shot himsell! Welcome to Vietnam. Dave!! AbolJ the 25th of Feb, I get to Khe Sarti .nl lfff fist day 'ltlere was harct, 1DWer1fti I'd pss C Trp had 
ateaily been 'ltlere abot.f a week or ten days. C Trp's area was relativet, near the ATC tower .nl 'ltley had a loud speaker attached to the tower lhat caTied the tower 
cormuicalions. I sort of warldered down there to see wta was goi1g on. A Cobra was COITi1g ii lhat had been shot 141 pretty bad .nl lnled on the RllW-. A med 
team came over .nl took the WOll'lded back seater away. I watched the co-piot get oti of the frort seat .nl no the back sect. The tower waned the Cobra moved off the 
l\llWay rvt away so they coud land the fixed wilg traffic. C-130s were lalling .nl 1111oadilg ARYN at r~ nervals. There were trucks waitilg to pick them 141 and 
~e them to where ever. I remember seeing one 2 1/2 ton wlh abot11 O ~s ii the back .nl another 20 waitilg to load. It had no cawas top, ;Jst the wooden sides .nl 
seats. Art(Nay, as !tis wWlded Cobra rnoved along side ttis truck, he ITIJSI have lost the tal rotor or something, because It crashed. One of the mail rotor blades slced 
thotqi these ARYN. Khe Sarti was always a clJsty place .nl I cari remembef nmilg towards !tis great bal of mist to see if I cwd '-· Lots of ~ cane as wel. 
furtf, at theAtlarta RetJ1ion, Don .nl I weretalkilgllis over .nl he said he alsowertto ~. bti I <1<1ni seehin'ltlere. The fist 'ltlilg I came on was the lowerhalf of ai 
ARYN sokier, so I passed that 141.nl fWld several more dead .nl ip'ed. My lhotqts were to try to jjie 1st Aid to ariyone who needed I bti I was shocked to see lhat 
the Ive ARYN were bUSy ~ lhemseNes to whatever was ii the pockets .nl belongings of the dead! I decided lhat ~ the ARYN c1m1, need ariy '- from me. 
Welcome to Vlelnam, Dave!! Someone~ !tis LT plot from the wrecked Cobra I doni Itri he was ip'ed In !tis aash. Some years liier I beleve I learned lhat !tis 
LT lied liier ii tis tOt.J. Tlis same day, I flew lfff fist nission - forget abot1 ar1 oriel1ation fli!jt or a check-ride; I was Cobra quaified .nl lhat was good~ I was 
the frort ~er for Dave Laricaster. He was on tis second tOt.J .nl had been ii C Trp for some line. He was a good Gm piot .nl tunari being. I lked ft/ing wlh tin. 
On tta mission, we were stil using the Ille bids ii Laos. We flew past LZ 31, which was the western most LZ down the tiglway no Laos. I remember lookilg down .nl 
seeilg a luned w Huey bti no one else on the LZ. I asked Dave why there wereni ariy people on the LZ. He explailed they were al IJlder cover because the WA had I 
SITTWlded .nl were shoolilg at the ARYN cortnJatt. We flew on ll10the( ow or so .nl started working. The 6s fWld some hootches lhat cortalned 55 gal mmi. We 
spert the rest of Oll' tine blowing these 141 .nl get several rice secondary e>q>losions. We wart back to Khe 5cm to refuel .nl ream. Just as we were leavlng, we IP 
!tis cal tta U 31 was beilg ovenm wih tanks. As I recal we had ttvee GlllS, two &s .nl the C&C; so we left the 6s there .nl flew to U 31. When we IP 'ltlere, two 
F4s were ptililg ii ar1 aistrl(e so we were told to hold off .nl orbit abot.f half a ow away. We had good seats, so we watched the show! On one pass, !tis F4 cane ii 
low .nl as he plJ tis stuff down I saw several streams of 51 cal tracers arch 141 toward tan. As he puled 141, the F4 started smoking .nl soon the two piots ejected. The 
jet 1llltied ttv~ the sky .nl aashed no a hi. Cllr C&C, some listance from us, annotllCed lhat he was gong to try to pick 141 the two M Force IJlfS. The lead snake 
said why don't you wal a mirue .nl we'I cover you, bti he <1mi. I have to jjie you a illle more backi,Wld ilfOOMion here. The Americans had *ealti lost a lot al 
helicopters~ Lam Song, so we had recewed instructions to try some differert tactics. Today's was 50 feet off '/tie trees .nl keep yOt.J speed 14>! We had to ltt 
141 llis v;lef to get to where Oll' C&C was goi'lg. The fNA were everywhere. As we wert, I cwd easif see them walki1g arWld on the i,Wld .nl we took A LOT al SA 
fn tta day! lJmeknownst to us, some of !tis fie had Ct1 the cables lea<fng from Ot.J raiios; so we cwdni talt to ariyone. We stl had itercom .nl I woud be a few 
noes before we figll"ed oti what was wrong. We were the second Snake. As we passed over !tis smal ridge .nl «topped no nitier v;lef, we cwdni detemine 
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where the lead Snake had gone; so we broke left. The ruooer three Snake folowed us tu broke ri!tt- WeU, al of a sudden we ..-e alone il1d no one is talkilg to us. We 
were convilced lta everyone else had been shot down! After a few nrues, ~e decided I is best to go back home il1d st..-ted back East. We ..-e SIi low level and, as 
u:k wwd hcwe I, we came l4lOO Oll' C&C lta had, meed, been shot down. They had made a comoled, forced lcr1di1g in a good siled ..-ea covered tr, eleph;rt !JilSS. 
It is easy to reco!Jize YDll' own people at 50 feet, tu we cwctii talk to them. ~e decided he is going to lald il1d jJSt as he sets IC) to do ltis, IKlOlher C Trp Gm landed 
ne..- the C&C; so they wave us off. We head back for Khe Sanh. Later I learn lta they replaced Dave Nelson, the fnlft seat In the Snake, wlh ?, the wotnled C&C pb 
il1d the Snake medevaced him. He was the Glll Pllf Ldr at the tine; jJSt ft/ing C&C at dctf. I never saw him again, so he ITlJSt hcwe been womded serioust/. I was also 
told Ila the gLmer on the C&C had been shot lhou!tJ a leg; the ldet ctJ a main artery. He bled to decfh from lta wOUld. Sorry, I doo1 know artf more delails aboti ltis. 
We IP back to Khe 8cm il1d learn lta Oll' rados were shot 011. so no more ft/ilg todctf. That was fine wih me! One dctf Ike lta dctf was more than 8llOt91 for an eme 
ife tine! Welcome to Vietnam, Dave!! 

~ Ferrel goes on the provide a few more details to ~ us lllderstilld the Clldions at the tine since we have no official records or listory for C Trp cuilg ltis period. 
A few dctfs no the bcmle, I remermer we stopped senoog the 6s no Laos. I beleve the folowing is true. One of Oll' sister ACTs, 8/7/1 st. had lost so ma111 ships 1ta 1 
was hcl"dy combcf effecllve qrnore. The Trp Cmdr had gone on record lta he woumi send his 6s there qmore il1d was reieved. There was a big stnc mi ltis 
becaise most of the line pilots il!Jeed wlh ltis Major. In jJSt a few dctf s, the powers lta be ll!Jeed wih him il1d we were told not to take Oll' 6s there artflTIOl"8. ArDher 
aspect of Lam Song was lta there were ai'craft everywhere most of the line. The common thread in most of my memories is in being able to look Dli il1d see a hook or 
a cr.-.e ptililg in somelhing, several sicks il1d sets of gms workilg on an insertion or a resupptf, jets allove, below il1d along side you, C&C ships in al sorts of orbls, 
on il1d on. It was like watching the me lnvertory of American w..- bi'ds playiig in one large produclion! This was bolh good il1d bad. Good because I you had an 
emergency of some sort il1d crud COf11)1ete a mission, there was usual'i a ~ lta crud be diverted to ~ Olt. Bad because you clm1 feel personaltf lnvcwed in 
the efflllt, you jJSt had a bl rOt.Cile for a tllge dance team. Another inpression lta comes to mild is that there were a lot of constarts - the NVA were ~ rockemg 
Oll' bases wlh 122s or 130 nm ams. there was fog ..-otn1 Khe 8cm ~ in the morrings il1d most evrilgs, there was constart movernert of ai'craft ito il1d Ill 
of Khe Sn!, there was constn movernert of stc,plies il1d veticles on the roads, there was constart AA fi'e on the Laolian side, <klSt was lriiersal constart ~e 
ne..- the ~Ollld. I was const.rttt noisy, we were~ ch..-lging tactics to slll'f aive wtile pefforming Oll' nissions, we consist~ expended every line we latn:hed, 
etc, etc. Some ~ to Sl4)pOlt these staternerts ..-e: Concerning clmging tactics, I can remermer lines when my Cobra team started a !Jl.ll rm from 10,000 feet -
we were 5 or 6,000 AGL! The rockets wcud blm Dli il1d ~avly wcud pt.t them down to the t..-get. Concemng constart AA i.e. I alreactf talked aboti SA il1d 51 cal lu 
twice I can rernermer receiving flack - ~at/ we changed aUudes in a IUTy. Another tine we were SlC)pOl'ting the ARVN's defense of a FB il1d st..-ted shlQng at the 
side of the Iii jJSt below the FB. We were some distance Dli when I noticed luldreds il1d luldreds of these "tWnilg stars• in the trees on ltis Iii. My mild plir)'ed a 
IJick on me. For a second I thou!lt how neat I was lta someone had !)If Clvistmas tree~ al along this Iii. Then really renmed - My God! Those ..-e NVA Illes liilg 
at us! Finaly I remember two C Trp Cobfas lalded too close to each other at Khe 8cm. For a few moments the blades irtermeshed lu lnevtabti. they lk'latJ colded il1d 
r1JPed the main nm il1d trcllSlllissions from bolh ai'crafl One rmor system traveled three quaters of a mile before conilg to rest! No one was seriotJst/ tut lu the 
ai'craft were destroyed. Oh, we didrl1 hcwe art/ American Bus clmg ltis period. We had Oll' Lift ships il1d they received nisslons sort of a la c..-t lte the Gllls. All ele 
lnl from Siagon caled the Hoc Bao were used to rellieve downed air crews. We certarii had no cOIJ1)lairts abDli them or thew peffommce il1d I didrl1 hear or q fnm 
the .-tier .wiatiorl lnls. The Hoc Bao <Id thK job wel! 

Ablllithei.stweekof Apri, C Trp moved from Khe Sanhback to Quang Tri and rl!lJOIC)8dthere. A few dctfs later, they loaded tc> everything il1d renmedto Lane the sanewa, 
they had clTtied - via ai' il1d ~otni convoys. The 7/17th's ~ in Lam Song 719 was rNer at this poit. 

M•ch - On the 1st, A Trp's Gllls supported a sive ship medevac tr, the 247th Med of one US il1d three enemy wOLnled. The sluiDln beQcll when the enemy amushed a 
23rd ARVN lnl wlh a 51 cal. After the enemy were dispersed tr, cltlery, A Trp's Gllls searched the ..-ea il1d fotni no rernailing enemy activly. On the 3rd, A Trp pwmed 
sectdy for Presidert Tiieu's Yisl to Lam Son. Olmg the screen, the Sclllis fotni !Ne bookers which were destroyed tr, the GlllS. No cortact was made il1d the INSSion ended 
at 1600 hours when the Presidert left. Al. 1300 on the 6th, A Trp was workilg an AO ne..- Dalat il1d received a frag movernert order to move to All Son. The'/ illived at All Son 
at 1945 hours. On the 7th, A Trp worked the Suoi Cau v-,. One LOH took three tis in the rmor blades, lalded il1d was a11g back to ~- A ille later, a Scotf fOIJIII a 
squad-siZe enemy lnl watilg down a trail. Abolf 20-25 rotnis were 1-ed at the Gl.11S as they kled two. [)wing the remainder of the dctf, the Sews fotni runerous tram. 
hoolches, il1d btn<ers inllcati1g recert enemy usage. Al hootches il1d bookers were destroyed tr, the .GlllS tu no cortact was made. On the 8th, A Trp renmed to Phan Ralg. 
The 10lh was sche<Ued as a mair1enance down dctf lu A Trp was caled to Sl4)pOlt a TAC E for an 53rd RE~ lri in cortact wlh a platoon siZe VC force. The Gllls screened 
for bee hours~ wtich art, one expended orOOcllCe. On the 17th, A Trp was told to move to Pleiku il1d closed there at 1130 holn. On the 19th, A Trp SlC)pO(t8d the 471h 
Re(1 ne..- Plelcu. The Sews fotni ten lliformed people wltm weapons in a vlage il1d insert the ARP wih negative re!ds. Later the Scom fotni one armed person il1d 
the Gllls lcled hin whle destroyilg fDll' hootches. On the 21st, CW2 David C. Lancnter il1d W01 Jama W. Mllthel of C Trp were kled il1d VHPA Mem>er Dawe Ferrel 
descri>es the sllmln. 

I was ft/ilg Dave's wing lta dctf il1d we were the art, two ~ from C Trp assi!Jled to ltis rrission. The ARVN were wlhm"awilg from Laos. We had been sert w ID 
st4JPl)rt an ARVN ..-mored lri that had been anbushed. There was ltis horseshoe shaped bend in the road poirting to the scuh. From low lils on the west il1d east side. 
the NVA were shocmg at the ARVN. I watched an RPG or 840 come w of the trees il1d hi the 113 which blew jJSt like in the movies. A few seconds later, amher Ii a 
tn il1d the lllTet flew tc> no the a. Tli1gs ..-en, going wel for the ARVN. Abolf lta time we get everyone sorted Dli 8llOt91 to st..-t shocmg at the ambushers. The 
NVA were SCJWed awcl'f il1d had poslioned al least bee 51 cals in a rice triangle to cover thei' forces. These 51 cals st..-t in on us. We stop shocmg at the lffllUSherS 
il1d st..-t in on the 51 cals. We ITlJSt hcwe made some prO!Jess becalse this fire dropped off aboti the tine my Snake was llflW. I told Dave I was otf of amno ;nl 
warted to leave. Dave said he warted to make one more pass. I told hin I crud not cover his break; tu he said he was going in arr{Wcl'f. He made his rm il1d ~ 
the ship. We watched in horror as he took a U broadside of 51 cal. He caled lta they had been hi. lost the trail rmor il1d lta Jin was womded. He cortilJed on ID the 
SDlih looking for arr, place along the ti!tJwcl'f to lald the Cobfa The'/ clm't get too f..- when this airspeed wert to nolhing il1d they wert twmg no the ~OUld. We lat• 
talked to the med evac team lta retrieved this bodes. The'/ said they beleved bolh men died of broken necks caused by this chicken plates il1d this twmg fal. I renlllflOf 
being reatf lC)set mi IOosing Dave. We had become good friends. That very morning he had shown me a piebl'e of his wife il1d the c..-d she had sert hin - today was 
this arrwers..-v! 

On the 23rd, A Trp worked an AO ne..- Chee Beo il1d fotni a large rice cache. The Bus were inserted il1d destroyed some of I before bad wecfher forced the Trp from h NJ. 
On the 24th, A Trp fOIJIII il1d destroyed a company RnJS siZe staging ..-ea. A Trp was told to leave PleiaJ on the 251h to nun to Phan RillQ lu crud not becaJS8 of bad 

. wecfher. On the 26th, one A Trp AH-1 G was damaged in a mortar attack il1d was sert to the 6041h TC for a tail boom ctmge. The remainder of the Trp closed at Phan Ralll • 
1330 hours. Olmg 28-31, A Trp worked AOs ..-IUld Song Mao. The Sclllis fotni si!J1s of enemy aclivly lu no cortact was made. In late M..-ch, the exact date is 1riOOWr1, 
W01 JMIII Bernard Low of C Trp was in a Cobfa lta took &e il1d crashed while SlC)pOlti1g opercmons in Laos. VHPA Mem>ers Don Paser il1d Dave Ferrel provided SOOll 
detals ofltis evert whle attending the VHPA Retnon in Allarta: 

They reported receiving Ike il1d the Cobfa may wel hcwe been tuning before they crashed no a river bottom. The hydraulics caJ!tf Ike il1d ltis really btmed .Im befOl8 
he coud be remcwed from the wreck. Evertually bolh plots were evaced. Don rernem>ers going wlh several Olher C Trpers to Yisl Jin rn the hosplal. Don said tiS faC8 
il1d ~ ~ were so bady btmed lta they coumi rllCO!JliZe hin at al. Mt after Jin st..-ted speaking did they recogrize his voice. They lllderstood he lived abld 
a week or so before a,ing on Apfl 3rd. The other pb, name tnalOW1I at ltis tine, was wounded tu Stnived. 

Aprl • On the 1st. A Trp was placed on stand-by for movemert to Pleiku. The order was finaly received at 2230 hours. A Trp closed at Plel<u at noon il1d at 1500 n,celved 1 

TAC E st4JPl)rt recµlSI from FSB Lanett where the US 62nd Arty Cat1l was IJlder attack tr, a VC force. A Trp sert fDll' Cobfas il1d the VC immeclatet/ broke corucL TillJtdl 
the GL11S received Ike, none were hi il1d they beleved they kled fDll' VC. Later the Arty can1) credited A Trp wih 20 kls. From the 3rd throurti the 5th, A Trp ~ "! 
47th ~ 22ndARVN. On the 4th, A Trp was lnvcwed in some mdoct.merted action il1d were credled with 17 leis. On the 7th, A Trp serttwoAH-1Gs on a TAC E to fS86; 
tu after an how the relllTled to base as they were tnable to cortact the frlendy forces on the !JOUld. On the 15th, wtile working cl"otni Cheo Beo, a LOH drew Ike!".!"~ 
or four hoolches SIITomled by spider holes. Two elephats il1d one OP were also fotni. Al were laken lllder Ike il1d destroyed il1d one person was kled. The Bus 1J111111••­

ltis was a ~-siZe base~. so ..-tle,y was qJSted il1d the Ccl'l1l ~et/ destroyed. On the 16th. A Trp's ARP L11COYered a smal aid station. Several fresh~ 
werefolowed no a tree line which the GlllS firedtc>klingone. On the 17th, A Trp'sSaus reported a paractdewlh harness next to allmelopening illdafi!,tsul. ~­
illd a ll!lt hemet were fOIJIII on the ~otni. Two people were observed hiding rn the bushes wih a 51 cal which hi a LOH fDll' lines. The Gllls expended wlh lrinOWf1 redS 
tu an aistrb was caled in. On the 21st. A Trp's G111 saw several people rn an open area. When atterl1)ts to ID them proru:ed i.e. the GlllS opened i.e wlh lrinOWll redS-
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i.,.r.,. enemy squad was observed walilg a tral. The GlllS 1i'ed; sbc were kiled, two wOlllded nl two capued. Upon fll1her lnvesligalion a blnler ~ was 111CO¥ered. 
~ were caled in wlh IDOOWll re!ds. The llkJes nl a reaction force were inserted nl fomd 500 l>s of rice wtich was tuned OYer to the 451h Reg. On the 23rd, A Trp 
fllS sc,eeninQ a, area 20 nies west of SHOOE Ill when the 3rd Bn, 451h R~ 22nd ARVN made heavy cortact wlh a, NVA Reg. A Trp was rB(JleSted to prOYide ~ 1ui1g 
,. niS5iDI\ one LOH was engaging a mortar poslion when I was tit by 30 cal AW 1i'e. The observer was hil in the left 11oin blJ cortilJed to engage tis tarQlt. Alda rotlld 

11,. slip, shiaered nl sert stT~ inside, wOlllding the pilot ii the left leg. 8olh pllot nl observer cormJed to ~ the nission for abolJ ten miues before they 
~ ID the PtlJ Nhon rearm poit where they ciscovered two more rOlllds had hil the observer's chicken pliie. 8olh were evaced to the 71 st Evac. Meanwtie the C&C 1a1 
~ a 51 cal poslion nl took one romd lh"oulil a rotor blade. On the 261h. A Trp's ScOtJ ciscovered approxinaletf 20 people in a base Cal11I wlh twe ~ n1 
~ The Scow receNed 1i'e so the GlllS opened 14> nl kiled one. The llkJes were inserted nl irnrne<bel'/ came lllder heavy 1i'e. A reacllon force was Inserted to~ 
,-,w. Bolh IDS begai receMng heavy 1i'e nl mortar rOlllds. When the fie lfted, the 1Jomd forces fomd a tranng area. The area was destroyed by the GlllS. The LOHs 
_.i 1n two more lines nl the GlllS qiended wlh waiown re~. When the Infamy was exttacted, l was fomd lhal they had suffered 1011' WIA. 

IIAIIG HO 11 • For the period 20-24 Apr nl 3-14 Mai/, the 7117th prOYided conmand nl cortrolforthe air assd portions of ttis operation conducted by the Caplal Repmlic 
rA K()rea lnlamy Division (CRIO) nl the 173rd Abn to the llOl1trNest Pl west of PtlJ Cal AFB; specifically the SUol Cau, Soti Tre, nl Soti La rm Valets, n1 Base Area 226. 
n-tollOWinO IDS~ed: the 61st nl 129lhAHCs assi!,ledtothe 7/17 nl Cll/17; the 92th nl 81227 AHCs nl D/227 AWC from the 10lllCAB; the 134thAHC, the 
2381h AWC, n1 the 180th ASHC from the 268th CAB; the A/227lh AHC nl the C/228th ASHC from the 52nd CAB; the 268th Palhfilder Det from lhe 268th CAB; n1 the 1 DIil 
~ Det from the 1 DIil CAB. lrtelgence incicated lhal elemerts of the 3rd NVA liiision were rB!Jouping nl retraining ii or near Base Area 226. The terrain was descrl>ed 
• • vallft floor al abolJ 1 00 meters elevallon, steep molltains rise to 700 meters on the east nl 800 meters on the western side. Dense vegetation offered ma:elert OYerhead 
coriceamert for eneITTf rnOYemect. Rugged ridges nl pimacles, encompassed by vegetallon, offered concealed AA weapons poslions wlh exlrllff9/ good fields or 1i'e. Vwy 
,- adecPfe LZs existed ii the area nl most were one or two ship LZs on the SUTotllding pmacles wtile those on the v-, floor lhal COOd acconmodale 1011' or fwe slips 
_. 'tfJIY Vl.tlerable to AA 1i'e from poslions on the motJtains above. The COOC81l of the operation was for the Sqm to provide • recon nl tactical moblly for the lnlacry 
lliS pnnartt via the two orgri: AHCs (the 61 st nl the 129th) nl C Trp. They would recomoler, prepare nl insert the Infamy elemerts no runerous LZs sildaleoust, 
., $llfOlRI nl cordon off Base Area 226. Ttis was ~ by inserlilg the ROK IDS to the SOtJh nl east nl the 173rd to the north nl west as bloc:lcilg forces on 
,-2Clfl. 21st, nl 22nd. Then two ROK ~ assdedthe motJtain tops nl valeyfloor to engage the enemf. Dlmgthe period 3 -14 Mai/ runerous assats aid eldraclions 
were conclJcted for tactical redeploymert of the ROK Ids to fiJlher engage the enemt IDS. Elemer1s from the 1Dlll. 52nd. aid 268th CABs were opconed on a daly basis. On 
fl8 2ml (D-3), five compa,ies nl one Bn CP were inserted no five LZs. On the 21th (D-2), 105 ROK nl 663 US troops were inserted. On the 22th (D-1 ). two ROK ~ 
were inslrted ito two more LZs. On the 23th (0 03'/), the Sqm nl opconed elemerts assembled al two PZs. The sicks were broken down ito ten fllju of fwe • each 
wlh Slft)Ol1i1g gLIIShips. C Trp prOYided the nial recon nl prep of the proposed LZs. Palhfilders were assilJled to slick nvts to each LZ to assist the CH-47s fi1ta to fdlow. 
~ nl reamwig pons were operalional al both PZS. After a cltlery prep, C Trp stated a VA around the proposed LZs al 0930. N. 0945 the assd forces were aibome aid 
i, 1000 they su 12 companies, one~ CP, two Bn CPs, nl one Arty Btry no ten LZs sinda1eoust/. On the 24th (O+ 1), they again used two PZS nl the sane schecUe. 
cTrp reconedthe LZs aid al 1000the Sqm insected nine ~es nllh"ee Bn CPs no seven LZs sindarleoustt- On 3 Mai/ (0+10), lheybeglllthe exlracllon or the ROK 
caway ~ wlh eigtt companies nl two 8n CPs from nine PZS. On 4 Ma't (O+ 11 ), they exlracted the 1st ROK Rei, consisting of ten companies, one~ CP, two 8n CPs 
pl one Arty Btry from ten PZs. On 5 Mai/ (O+ 12), they used one PZ to reilserl the ROK Cavaky R~ wlh eigtt companies no six LZs. The 8kJe flVt received some SA 1i'e 
pl the !JDengagedthetNgets. Two Hueys received tits. On the 6th (0+13), they inserted 11 companies, one ~CP, two BnCPsnlone Arty Btryfrornthe ROK 1st~ 
111115 LZs. On the 1 DIil (O+ 17), they began the final phase by exlractilg eigtt c~ nl one Arty Btry of the ROK 1st Aeci from nine PZs. On the 12th (O+ 19), they eldract8d 
one coqlarr/ from the ROK Cavaky ~ from one PZ. On the 13th (0+20), they exlracted seven~ aid 2 8n CPs from 891 PZs. The Yelow ftvt rllCIMKI SA aid 
B-40 fie nl the GlllS engaged. One Huey aid one UH-1C were tit. Enemy persomel nl blnlers were discOYered nl altached by the GlllS. The daiJ's operalions clained 
10 KBAs. On the 14th (O+ 21 ). they completed the exttaction of nine ~s nl one Bn CP from seven PZS. The tmals for the erae operation were for UH-1 Hs: 2696 hotn, 
4099 sorties, 11,176 passengers using 351 •craft nl for CH- 47s: 252 holn, 300 sorties, 1428 passengers, 706 tons using 45 aircraft The nt,sis section in the After 
Action Report provides some insi!tt itottis operation. Apparn>J the CRIOwas very sewty conscience because l provided art, frll!JTlBIUY i'dormalionin lltianceforplnq 
pt1POS8S n1 deried preparation air recons of lhei AO. They also did not pit lhei G-3 or Aeci Crndrs in a C&C yet dernimed sindar1eous inseftions. The lack or aibome 
deCiSion makers caused delays in LZ selection as everyone !al to wal for the informalion to be radioed back to the ROK CPs. Al the opconed air Ids COOd not laager in the 
Lane area, so they had to ftt in fNery morning nl home every nvt. Ttis, of cotne, delayed the air asscds abolJ one hotl'. Terl1llRY refuel aid rearm pons !al to be 
establshed for several d3'js wside fixed facilies wtich taxed the Sqm's 5-4 aid HHT persomel nl added a sewty problem. frlatt, the CRIO warted lhei' elenms extracted 
from the field nl reuned to lhei baSe Cal11). Ttis re(J.ied extta •• lalli" line lhal could Mie been eliminaled if they had used some i,omd convoys. The operation clained 
252 enemy kled, 11 O inliviciJal weapons, 35 crew weapons, nl 7 ra<ios capued against 13 Koreais kied nl 60 wOlllded wlh no us losses aid no acralt losses . 

lllf - Dlmg the 1i'stweek, A Trp's operalions were wealher restricted. On the 11th, A Trp destroyed a srnal base Cal11I west of PtlJ Nhon. On the 19th, aiA Trp Coln crashed 
al PtlJ Nhon whle hoverilg from the POL to the ~ area. The pb had gone IFR in the wst nl the stip cane to rest in a, inverted poslion. Nelher pllot was rped. N. 
1105hlus on the 2001, W01 Gregory A. Smith aid W01 Robert Bruce <led in the crash of a, A Trp LOH west of Dragon Mwtain nearC~ Enili. TheARPwasinsertedto 
seClle the crash sle. The cause of the crash was never deterrniled. C Trp rnOYed lhei operalions base to An Khe for two weeks di.mg ttis period . 

DTrp 1/1oth CAY -Abolt ttis line, D/1/10lll CAV, the ACT for the 1/10lll Cavaky Squnon lhalhad been part of the 4th 0... was attached to the 7117th. VHPA Mermer Mice 
Lovett explains: 

As the 4th 0... was standing down. the 1/1 O Cav Sqm was stil based cu of C~ Radciff near An Khe wlh the prinary nission of keeping a good percertage or QL 19 
open between the coast nl Plellu. D/1/10 was the Sqm's orgri: ACT nl we ived al Radciff as wel. In fact I cai remember we had a very rice New Years Eve paty 
ra too long alter we ~ the bt.ildings formertf used by the 4th Avn Bn. Cu Sqm was part of TF Ivy aid then TF 1/9 as the stnl down COIDU!d. Avialion ~ 
became a serious problem by lale 1970 because we were not part of the 1st Avn Bde. When we needed parts or IPs or arr,1tling avaion related, we had to go al the W3'J 
tolllaTra,g nlevenlhenlwasn1good. Westlflew mostof llll' nissionsforthe 1/10Cavb1Jthey reatt cwoo1~us lie f/704AMNT used to do. Cuconmnlers 
made a Iii of noise nl abolJ Jcn'feb 1971 we moved to Laie. Within a short period we were attached to the 7/17 Cav nl the ~ was rruch better. kmatf, we !al 
no i.ets or~ facilies. We shared some space wih C/7/17, got an old Korean btikling nl even had some bul for us nl ived in terts too. Thcf part wasn1 too i,eal. 
o.. ARP was stl al An Khe aid we IMaiJS had two GlllS plus two or th"ee 58s (we licil1 use OH-6As for ScOtJs alter ?) al An Khe as a (Jick reaction force to keep the 
road open. Thcf arra,gernert was harcly normal for a, ACT blJ I don1 tho there were art/ normal Iris left in VIBlnam al that line. Even when we were ii the 7/171h, we 
stl flew nissions for the 1/1 DIil most of the line. Like ~ ACTs di.mg lhal period, we were not alowed to pit 011' American ARP on the IJomd. When we~ 
the 1/1 DIil, there were American 1Jomd forces near al hand. lki we often sert pn teams up aid down the coast. especialtf when when Cll/17 was 14> llOfth cuing Lan 
Son 719, wlhcu art/ hope of Infamy back-q,. 8asicatf we lid a lot of aerial recon wlh the ScOtJs ~ rnarkilg lNgets as best they cwd for the GlllS. We were also 
u:ky CUilg those daiJS lhal we licil1 Mie mariy bi'ds go down aid I cai1 remember art/one getting kled cuing the 1i'st half of 1972. 

VHPA Menmer Earl Ewing remembers these lines as folows: When I joined D/1/1 DIil Cav in Jlllll, they had been iving al An Son for some line because lhei' opermlS 
were wel estabished. They were lving in wooden ludings blJ there wasn1 enouc,i room for everyone. For the 1i'st few weeks I rnOYed from blnl to btn wta, MS 
were on R&R. I had gone to AMOC aid Cobra school after fl9t school so I was ii the Service Platoon aid the 518th TC Det di.mg ITP/ th"ee morths wlh O Trp. I recal 
we used to take Cobras we coudn1flx to Oll' ~ al Tuy Hoi wtich was a very large facily. D Trp did keep operalional teams al An Khe nl more thal cn:e we !al to 
go there to fix sometting or to take in parts. I cai also remember going to Pleiw for the same reason lllJ ffi3'/be lhal was when I was wilh the Sqm. In Septermer, I becane 
the Mairtena,ce Officer for the 7/17th. We were IM3'JS very busy because the Sqm was a colection of al sorts of avaion IDS nl the ARVN had Oll' tris scatter stips 
al <Ner the place~ Ike trucks. I beieve a Iii of people got tut nl a Iii of equipmert was damaged Pl nisused lnler ttis •scatter deploymert" COOC8lt- In eart, 72 
I cai remember OYer ftting Tuy Hoa on the WaiJ to Vwig Tau so we COOd Mie Oll' Cobras modified to switch the tal rotor 10 the ~ side. It was reat,, ~e to see 
lhal Tuy Hoa had "llmed to nothing". By then we were gelling most of Oll' parts nl some ~ from Nha Trang blJ blades nl engines were in short st4JPIY. I fnshed 
I.» "'I tllll' wlh the 129th ii Marett 

.klle -A Trp spert 15 d3'js down ciJe to wealher ttis rnorth. Its missions inculed several convoy escort rnssions from Plelw to PtlJ Nhon aid two SAR operallons in.,.~ 
to locale a criari Cessna 180 wtich dsappeared between Cheo Reo aid Plellu. On or near the 1st. C Trp rnOYed Is operation base to Kormn from Ln aid woud ~ 
operations in ttis area for the erue rnorth. On or near the end of the rnor1h, C Trp rellmed Is operallons baSe to Laie. Dlmg ttis rnor1h, the Sqal HQ nl HHT lllOVed from 
(U Nhon to An Son. VHPA Menmer ErTie Smelt cortnJes prOYiding some ~ back!Jomd information abolJ ttis period: 
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SECTION XII - AFTER ACTION REPORTS 
These 'Alter Action Reports• a-e a c~ of the last two yea-'s complaions of 111e wlness accolftS, accidert reports, officia doclmeltaion, and special iteresl IJOlCIS. 
&uces of the i'lfomaion ra1ge from the Defense lltelgence Aoeoo/, the Jon Casualy ResoUion Certer, the Stale Departmert, the Pf1N Networt (Task Force of~ Inc.) 
to <irect rc,m from VHPA members. I is ill ~ to acal'at~ doamert specific everts Iha iPlolved loss of ife nVor destruction of heicopters mmg the Vletnam wa-. i 
is rd ill~ to incie or prorrm poliical issues. Some of the i'lfomaion used for dis section cortails oprions Viii fflill/ rd~ descri>e the everts as they OCCIITed. 
We have tried to remove these when they a-e obvious. U<e everytfing in dis Drectory, dis i'lfonrnmon is ~ as acctnte as the members of the VHPA Cil1 make I, so please 
send in ycu ad<Miorls and corrections to the VHPA Headlµlters. Ga-y Roush has IJlj dis section together and would Weciate YIU ~ and feedback. 

Tiis i'lfomaion is in order by date of the evert and cortains al new material wtich has never appea-ed in a VHPA <irectory. 

After Action Report for: 5 September 1965 
LA GRAND, WILLIAM JOHN 

REFNO: 
Hane: 
RartJBnn:h: 
Unt 
Date of Bi1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Date of Loss: 
Ccuuy of Loss: 
Loss Coormiates: 
Status (n 1973): 
AraalWehicle/GrlUld: 

R0137 
Wiiam John laGrand 
W2/USAmri 
197th Avmin C~ 145th Avmin Batalion 
11 May 1941 
Portland, OR 
05 Septeimer 1965 
Sruh Vielncm 
110655N 1065516E 
KlecVBo<tt Not Recovered 
A-1G 

After Action Report for: 18 June 1967 
LEMMONS, WILLIAM E. 

REFNO: 
Hane: 
R.nvl!ranch: 
Ure 
Date of Bi1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Date of Loss: 
Ccuuy of Loss: 
Loss Coormiates: 
Status (in 1973): 
ArcralWehicle/Gromd: 

R0734 
WUn E. Lenmons 
02/USAmrf 
HHC, 196Ul lnfny BriQade (l.qt) 
12Jnay 1942 
Pocat810. ID 
18Jtlle 1967 
Sruh Vietna-n 
143303N 1083012E 
Missing In Action 
OH-23 

After Action Report for: 30 June 1967 
HOUSE, JOHN ALEXANDER II 

REFNO: 
Name: 
R.nvl!ranch: 
Ure 
Date of Bi1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Date of Loss: 
Ccuuy of Loss: 
Loss Coormiates: 
Status (ii 1973): 
ArcralWehicle/GrlUld: 

R0746 
John AJex.rlder House II 
O:WSMC 
HHM 265, MAG 16 
16 Apri 1939 
Peliarn, NY 
30Jll181967 
Sodh Vielncm 
161349N 1O74301E 
Kle<V8cxtf Not Recovered 
CH-46A 

After Action Report for: 08 February 1968 
ZIEGLER, ROY E. II 

Name: 
R.nvl!ranch: 
Ure 
Date of Bi1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
COl.l1Jy of loss: 
Loss Coormiates: 
Status (in 1973): 
ArcralWehicle/GrlUld: 

Roy E. Ziegler II (Dick) 
W01/USAmri 
581h Av~ Detachner1 CU Nhon 
1 Septermer 1941 
Sprilgfield, IL 
Sodh Vietnam 
164424N 1O71941E (YD471521) 
Released from CapMy from North Vietna-n 
UH-1O 

Other Persomel In lncidert: (none missi1II) 

SYNOPSIS: Wun La Grand was a passenger aboa-d ill A-1 G airaaft on a 11!tt wtiCh 
depa-ted Bien Hoa on Septerooer 5, 1965. The airaaft was seen to crash and no ejections 
were obsefved from the airaaft prior to ir.,act. 

The a-ea inwtich the airaaft wert down was lllderhosde ccnrol at the tne, and recovery 
and excaviiion atteqis at the 1ml were thwa-ted becaJSe of heavy enenr, acMy in the 
a-ea and hostie presence. 

Gellilg a ride in a Skyraider from a friend rvt after anwing in COlRly. 

Other Persomel In lncidert: Edwa-d Gulory; Ja-nes McKltrick (bdh missi1II) 

SYNOPSIS: SFC Edwa-d Gulory, LL Wun Lemnons and Maj. Ja-nes McKlbick were 
aboa-d ill OH-23 R;wen ~ on a visual recon mission oper~ in big Til 
Province on JI.Ile 18, 1967. They were to spct atlery ta-gelS for the Artlay Battery flat 
McKlrick and Gulory were attached to. 

At 1845 hotl's, the~ was dedil'ed nissilg. Extensive sea-ches were concklcted 
Viii ni!jt aided by atilefy flares and airaaft mwted sea-~ btJ no trace of lh8 
aaaft or aew was fomd. In the next few days several aash sles were reported and 
sea-ches made. btJ al efforts were fniless. 

Cllher Persomel In lncidert: Merln Alen; Michael Judd; John Klen; Glyn l\mels (al 
rnissilg) 

SYNOPSIS: Jotn House was the plot of an CH-46A heicopter carying persomel assilJl8d 
to COll1)ill'f A. 3rd ReconnaissalCe Batlalon. 3rd M.nl8 Division, when the airtraft was 
hil by smal 1KmS fire neil' the cly of Ph.I Bai, SOtih Vll!llml, elqlloded and crashed. 
Alhou!tl some of the persomel aboard Sllvlved, House was never fOtnl, nor were 
remains recovered Iha could be klenified as tiS. He was Isled as kled in action, boctf 
rd recovered. 

The co-pb Ted Pltrnil1 SllVived. 

Cllher Persomel In lncidert: WO1 Joseph Rose, E4 Michael Lrier, ES Robert ChenOWlh. 
E4 Ja-nes George, .k. (MIA), and LTC Ber$lnin Fvcel. 

SYNOPSIS: Al of the people on Ns helcopler were capbJ'ed, served as PCMs, aid thSI 
released mcceptfor E4 George who was kledwtile ii clllDlY- The folowilg Is aflrstpers«I 
acc:out by Dick Ziegler: 

'On February 8, 1968 I was assl!Jle(I to ft/ LTC Ben Jvcel 14> to Dong Ha wlh ~ 
frequency raclo parts. The other plot was Joe Rose. My aew ctief was SPS Robeft 
Chenowlh and the door QlD18f was SP4 Mike Lenker. George was a refrigerator mechaiC 
and wert along to fix some refrigerators at Dong Ha We took off from DMang and proceeded 

. to Hue whefe we lil1ded so L TC Jvcel cwd be briefed by the Ma-ine General on What the 
sillml in I Corps was and what equipmert they needed. Alter he was briefed, we depa-ted Hue for Dong Ha The weather was p;a a Ille~- CeiilQS were aboli 400-500 
feel I flew along the coast to avoid the enemy and then when we were abOl.t even wlh ~ Tri, I headed iuxl lid I reached l'iljt#a'f 1. We then flew north to Dong Ha. 
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--emg the rado pats nl L TC Ptrcel bei10 briefed, we took off nl headed back to Damg. Joe was ftting. We decided to head back the sane n, we carne 14>. After 
lllt liltfWll'i 1 to head back to the coast, we flew IWer NI enerl1'f llil that had moved ito the area alter we had passed that SP« going to Dong Ha. There rrust have been a :-i of them. Wei, lhey JJSl poited !her weapons skyward nl fired. We flew rl!it hOUltl the IJOIJld fire. I was wOIJlded in the left~ nl bely. The HulP/ was on fie. 

- c:rashed the helcopter in a ,-ave yard. Whal a hel or a place to crash. 

c,OI on the IJOllld nl w of the btJnlng heicopter we tried to E & E w of the area. I was wOll'lded nl ki1d of in shock. One passenger, SP4 George, was bac1f btmed from 
.. crash nl we had one rtmWll'i M60 mactn ~ 45 4-al pistols, nl NI M14 rllle. We walked for ab<U 30 miues to NI hill when the VC came 14> from betnl us nl 
ii,tedMlll- Guess whlf? We were in...,_ 11ave yard! Damn things are al 1Wer the place. Wei, I lid behind a 11ave nl walched L TC Ptrcel wave tis olve drab hard<erctief 
,,.t Slli we were SlfTendering. I cldn1 wilt to do that. I tllOUltf that the VC woud torue nl nuder us. So I crawled w of the 11ave yard nl hid in some bushes near brf. 
II r11h11 crew nl passengers were taken prisoner al that tine. 

1.-in 11ff tttig place lid nllti fal nl then I tried to fild some frlencly faces. I don1 Ito there were 11111 in I Corps that lilt'- I fOllld some armored veticle tracks in the 
.,.i alll lrted to folow them. I lost them II some marshes. I conilued to wall most of the lilt'-

IIJOl. 2 hotn after dawn carne, I was tttig betnl some more bushes nl I observed a coni>al assd (CA) corni1g in abOIJ 5 klorneters from mt poslion. Al that CA dd 
.-push the enemf towards me. In a Ille wfje, a IJ~ of VC (o Ible bais wih big IJllS) came 14> 1Wer the sand CUleS. Al. the sane tine, a HulP/ flew over mt poslion so 
dOSI thal 11 woud have had a rock I cwd have hi the door gtmer wih l The VC had heard the Huey nl had gone itO tttig nl the HtJeo/ never saw them or me. 

#,lfl the Hur/ left they started towards me agail. I was laying on mt back wih mt 45 on mt chest saying, 'God I you get me w of tis l'I never sin agail.' God had me on 
hOld a-id never answered mt cal. One of the VC saw me, yeled nl started firing tis weapon. Thay al started firing 1hei" weapons in f'Nery ~ecllon. I raised 14> to one knee 
...,.. llff weapon in mt hil1d nl for some strlllQ8 reason before I knew I, ix.ti of mt arms were above mt head In the, 'Don't shli I SlfTender' mode. 

1 IDOk abOIJ 5 dif/S of walkilg to get to llff µlQle ~ where I fnt go1 me<lcal alteltion for mt wOlllds. To llff SllJ)rlse al of mt crew nl L TC Pu-eel were also In that ca111. 
JIii VC had exeaJed SP4 George the dirt ~er he SlfTendered because of tis tuns. Al. tis ~- I also met NI Americal POW brt the nane of King Rafford. He had been 
_.-ed in 1967 looklng for a whore house In Hue. He cldn't fild I, btJ he go1 screwed. There was also a VC meclc II the ~ nl he treated mt wOlllds nl probably saved 
lffl le. Credi where credl's clle. • 

1 made 11ff last escape all~ in tis~ wih King Rafford. We saved our meager rmi of rice nl I exercised mt leg in the hooch w of sl!1t of the !Jjards. Then one llltr, 
Dig .nS I JJSl walked w of the~- It gets rnvtv <1111< in ~ CanD!J'i jJlgle al lilt'- We had to navigate brt the (Vt from fie fies. Olherwlse, we woud JJSl keep bm1Ji1g 
dD trees. Those trees are hard too in the P91. The next dirt King nl I were recaplll'ed abOIJ 5 kilomelers from the ~- I spert the next 1 O dirts in a hole In the IJOlllll 
..., recu:ed rmis. 

ShOf1IY alter mt escape •~ we were moved w of our ~ Md moved to North VietMn. It took us 11 dirts of marctq to reach the Ho Cti Mein trail nl _..,.11 dirts 
rl ri1i1Q trucks 14> the trail before we got to our fnt carl1) in North Vlllblam. 

1 spelt IIIP!'OlCinaletf 5 monhs In tis ~. that was loccied In a VielnirneSe vlage, in solary cooflnemelt. I was housed In a thcfched roofed hooch Md llff room was the 
size of a closet. Thal is, it was 6 feel long brt 2.5 feel wide by 6 feet 1i!tJ wih stocks al the end of the room. I'm 6'2" tal. I lit mt head a kt. 

A1tM 5 monhs we were moved to a carl1) that was not far from Harioi Md I spert lid NIWerm&r of 1970 in tis ~- I had llff ~ pb, thcf was shli down wlh me, in Iha 
room wlh me from then on. His rane is Joe Rose. Al. lines I also had iKlOltler Warrilt Officer llelcoJier pilot II the room wih me. His rane Is Michael O'Comer. 

Aller the Slll Tay raid, we were moved to the metropolita1 area of Harioi to a~ that was naned the 'PlalUion Gardens'. 

Aller the B52's came to Harioi in Ctristmas of 1972, we were finally moved to the Infamous prison caled 'The Har10I Hlon'. We staJed there lid the end of the war Md I was 
releaSed on 5 March 1973. And bai was I dad to leave!• 

After Action Report for. 09 August 1969 
JANOUSEK, RONALD JAMES 

REFNO: 
Nilnl: 
Rillk/Bnnch: 
lit 
Dale of Bilh: 
Horne Cly or Record: 
OaleofLoss: 
Cotnry or Loss: 
loss Coorcnites: 
Stalls (In 1973): 
Ai'cralWehicle/GrOllld: 

R1478 
Ronad James Janousek 
02/US Marine Corps 
HML 367; MAG 36 
21 ~ 1945 
Posen IL 
09AlJIJ.ISl1969 
Sot.ah Vietnan 
163819N 1064643E (XD960180) 
~ Nd Recovered 
UH-1E 

Other Persomel in lncidert Bruce E. Kane (nissing) 

SYNOPSIS: 1 U. Ronad J. Janousek Md Cpl. Bruce E. Karie were U.S. Mariles allached to llils of Iha 
36th and 111h Marine Ai'aaft Gr~. respectwetf. On A1VJst 9, 1969, the two were kled in the crash 
of a UH• 1 E heicoler-

Defense Oepartmert records indicate that Jariousek Md Karie were lost al Khe San in b1Q Tri 
Provilce. The U.S. Marines ue that Janousek's heicolDr was lit by heavy enemt fie Md crashed 
Md tuned. The U.S. Marines stale that Karie's llelcoJier clsappeared on a • reconnaissarlce 
mission. Joit Casualy ResokDon Certer records (considered by some Malysts to be the most acm.-e 
of al records), inclcale that the loss ocaned in cemal Sot.ah VietMn. 

lnformalion oblained from farnt/ Md ~ sources indicate thcf Kn Md Janousek's ai'craft crashed 
Md buned in the Se Kong River near the border of Laos Md Sot.ah VietMn north of the A Shau v-,, 
nl thcf lhey had been on a secret mission in Laos. The U.S. Stale Oepartmert ists ix.ti men as kled 

In a hostle action, Md fu1her ists Karie as drowned Md Janousek as a crew member or the ai'craft. 

Maj. HI crash landed in waler to J11J w the fie. Maj. Hil suvwed. 
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After Action Report for: 05 February 1970 
LYON, JAMES MICHAEL 

REFNO: 
Name: 
Rri/llr.n:h: 
Unt 
D.te of Bith: 
Home Cly of Record: 
D.te of Loss: 
COll1JYofloss: 
Loss Coorcilcies: 
StDS (111973): 

R1556 
Jcll'leS Michael Lyon 
03/USAmrt 
HHC, 2nd Brigade, 101 st Ai1>ome Division 
08M..-ch1948 
lndanac>olis IN 
05Februily1970 
SWh Vleb'lclTl 

Other Persomel in lncidert: Tom Y. Kobastigawa, Jam w. P..-sels, Drill H. Hefel (reuned POiis) 

SYNOPSIS: Al 1530 hcus on Februily 5, 1970, c-. JilTll!S M. Lyon, pb, c._ Jom W. P.nels, 
copb,SP5 TomY. Kobashigawa, crew ctief, .nl SP4 D.nel Hefel, door IJDW, werelt/ilgaUH-1H 
helicopter (serial #68-16441) on a mair1en.n:e nission from Hue to Pf'I Bai, Swh Vietran. 

When the ai'craft was abw 18 miles northwest of Hue Cly, the helicopter cauc,i rte .m crashed 
(ooe to a malh.ndion). c-. Lyon was ttvown cle..-of the ai'crall .m was llllned IDltensivet/ av.- tis 
~ .m p.i of tis rvt leg. His leg was severed fiu inches below the knee. The other crew merooers 
were also i;J'ed .nl crud not take evasie action. They were capued • 1630 hcus by NVA troops 
.m spert the ri!tt ne..- the crash sie. 

Atcraft/Veticle/GrOllld: 

163045N 1072824E (YD494093) 
Prisoner of w..- (kled in Cc4)tivly) 
UH-1H TtrotqlOIJ the ri!lt, the crew rneiooers head lhei' pb y- .nl mori1g in pain. Al 0600 hlUs, 

c-. Lyon ITIOclled .nl then a shot was head from tis poslion abw 30 feet from the ai'cralt wreckage. No other OIJcry from c-. Lyon was head, .m the others bel8ved 
lhat he had been kled by the IIIJil'd. 

Two weeks laler, c-. Parsels was told by 1 lt lee Vc11 Mac (ell NVA cOfmlcllder al 'Cc111> F.msw011h') lhat c-. Lyon died from tis wlUlds .nl was luied al the crash s&e. 
1 lt Lee Vc11 Mac gave c-. P..-sels the persona effects of c-. Lyon, inckdng tis ID c..-d .nl several photos wRch appea'ed to be of Lyon's wife. 

In le Mcl'ch, 1973, P..-sels, Hefel .m Kobastigawa were released from prisons in North Vleb'lclTl. In lhei' deooemgs, al ttvee concured on the story lhat Lyon had app;l'IIO/ 
been shit. They considered It a mercy kling. because lhei' pb had been so serioust/ iped lhat lhe'f dwlted lhat he crud Slfflie. 

After Action Report for: 24 March 1970 
HOSKEN, JOHN CHARLES 

REFNO: 
Name: 
Rcllk/Br.n:h: 
Unt 
Dale of Bith: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Dale of loss: 
COU1Jy of loss: 
loss Coorcilcies: 
StDS (il 1973): 
Acft/Venicle/GrOllld: 

R1578 
Jam Chales Hosken 
W1/USAmrt 
170 AHC 17 CAG 52 CAB 1 Avialion Brigade 
23 August 1947 (Clevelnl OH) 
Cha!,in Fals OH 
24 Mcl'ch 1970 
Canilo<la 
142750N 1071816E (Y8484003) 
Missilg In Action 
UH-1H 

O'DONNELL, MICHAEL DAVIS 

N..-ne: 
Rri/Br.n:h: 
Unt 
D.te of Bi1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Dale of loss: 
COU1Jy of loss: 
Loss Coorcilcies: 
StDS (il 1973): 
ActWenicle/GrOllld: 

Michael Daris O'Domel 
~SAmrt 
170 AHC 17 CAG 52 CAB 1 Avialion Brigade 
13 August 1945 (CllUIDIS OH) 
Spmgfieldll 
24 M..-ch 1970 
Camcxia 
142750N 1071816E (Y8484003) 
Missilg In Actioo 
UH-1H 

0lhel Persomel in lncideft: 8ermM Gn>e; ful'/ M. Becen'a; Jam Boronskl; G..-y A. HIITled, Jeny L. Pool (al nissing) 

SYNOPSIS: On M..-ch 24, 1970, WO Jam C. Hoskins, piol; c-. Michael D. O'Domel. ai'crall cormmder; SP4 ful'/ M. Beccera, crew chief; .nl SP4 8ermM Gclloe, pnr; 
were the crew of a UH-1 H helicopter (serial #68-15262) on c11 emergency mraction of a MACV-SOG long-cc11ge recomaissance palrol (LRRP) from a lirlding zone in RalalOki1 
Provilce Carmocia, ne..- the bi-border ..-ea. The lean lnckJ<led 1 lt Jeny l. Pool, ten leader .nl ten ITMlfOOel'S ~ Jam A. Boronsky .nl ~ G..-y A. Haned. 

The ten had been in heavy cortact wlh the enen'fl .m had rll(JJeSted c11 imme<iale maction. c-. O'Domel evakJaled the slualion .m decided to pick them I.Cl- He lllldad 
on the Ll .nl was on the ~Ollld for abw 4 mnaes . .m then trll'ISITlilled lhat he had the me ten on bocl'd. The ai'trall was beginlg Is ascert when l was ti by era1' 
m . .m c11 l!)(l)losion in the ai'craft was seen. The helicopter cortilJed in 1iltt for abw 300 lllllterS, then another explosion OCCllTed, CaJSing the ai'crall to crash in the ;,ve. 
No one was observed to have been ttvown from the ai'crall lllilg eU1er explosion. The aicrall begal to bun illne(ialetj 14JOfl in1>act. Aerial such .m rescue efforts t,egal 
il'lnecialet/; however, no si!,lS of ife crud be seen ..-Ollld the crash sie. Because of the enemy slualion. ~ to insert such teans ito the ..-ea were fide. SAR effoltS 
were liscormJed on Aprl 18. Se..-ch .m rescue teans who uveyed the sie reported lhat they <id not hold rructt hope for SllVNal for the men abocl'd, bcJ lackilg proof 11111 
they were dead, the Amrt decla"ed al 7 nissing i1 action. 

The Special Forces tecl'n abocl'd the chopper was worlcilg wU1 Mll;wy Assistrlce Conm.m Vietnam Studes .nl Observalion GrOICI (MACV-SOG), a joit service, li!t1 condlll 
111C011Vemonal w..-t..-e task force engaged i1 ~ classified operalions ttvotqlOIJ SWheast Asia. The 51h Special Forces chnleled persomel no MACV-SOG (1hOtVI I WII 
ra a Special Forces ~OICI) ttvotq1 Special Opermis Alqner«alion (SOA) which provided m ·cover■ wtwe lRler secret orders to MACV-SOG. These teans pertonned dllP 
penetralion nissions of stralegic recomaissance .m nerliction wtich were caled, depencmg on the line fr..-ne, 'Snning Brass" or "Praiie Fh' nissions. 

After Action Report for: 23 April 1970 
EADS, DENNIS KEITH 

REFNO: 
N..-ne: 
Rri/llr.n:h: 
lit 

Dale of Bith: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Dale of loss: 
COU1Jy of loss: 
loss Coordnales: 
StDS (in 1973): 
Acll/Veticle/GrOllld: 

R1603 
Demis KeU1 Eads 
W01/USAmrt 
F/8 Cav 123 CAB 16 CAG 23 Inf (America!), 
Ctu Lai, Solih Vleb'lclTl 
04 May 1947 (Glendale CA) 
Prophetstown, IL 
23Apri 1970 
Solih Vleb'lclTl 
153607N 1075801E (ZC180270) 
Missing In Actioo (Declcl'ed dead 08128178) 
AH1G 

Other Persomel in lncidert: lillon D. MIIJ)trf (nissing) 
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MURPHY, LARRON DAVID 

N..-ne: 
Rcllk/Br.n:h: 
Ult 

Dale of Bith: 
Home Cly of Record: 
D.te of Loss: 
COll1rY of Loss: 
Loss Coorcilcies: 
StDS (ii 1973): 
ActWeticle/GrOllld: 

larron David Mi.pt,J 
03/USAmrt 
F/8 Cav 123 CAB 16 CAG 23 Inf (Amerlcal), 
Ctu Lal, Solih Vietnam 
05 Odober 1944 (Allcrta GA) 
DalonGA 
23Apri 1970 
Solih Vleb'lclTl 
153607N 1075801E (ZC180270) 
Missilg In Actioo (Declil"ed dead 1CV11fl3) 
AH1G 
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The helcopter depated to the northwest from Oak To, btJ was appcl'erO/ ht II'/ enemy ~e. as. I crashed arid btmed on a smal isald ii the Oak Poko Rtier abolf 500 metars 
from the end of the dock to the I\JlWay. Because of the rolng terrail, persomel at the airfield lid nci see the ai'cran ~ A pilot fttilg mer the wreckage reported Iha the 
hekojer was blmi1g, btJ they coud see no suvivors. It was later liscovered Iha live people lid Strli'ie the crash - W;nati. Keler, Bogle, Ward arid Lea AccodlQ to !her 
statemerts, Htnsicker, Elen, Zolcoffer, Jones arid Carter were al dead. 

Two~ Team 22, MACV A<Msors, UCol. Robert W. BrOYdle arid Capt. Charles W. Gordon, arid 1hei" ARVN lnerpreter, ~ Cao Ky Cli, were ii a btner near the ai'sll1> 
approxin.-et, 4 klometers to the west of the base carrc> when they were forced to wih«aw tnler heavy enemy ~- They proceeded swh of the coqlOllld across the Dale 
Poko River, btJ UCol. Brownlee became separaled from the ~ as they were acH.n:ilg I-'> a hil. Si,. Cli arid Capt. Gordon caled otf to hill, btJ received no response. Fnm 
the top of the hi, Si,. Cli heard the enemy cal otf to someone ii Vielnarllese to hal arid raise thei' harlds. ~ Cli beleved the Viet Cong were speakilg to UCoL Brownee. 
Gordon arid Cli evaded capbJ'e arid evertuat, made thew way to safety. 

A Vietranese who was capbJ'ed arid ~ released reported Iha he had tal<ed to iDlttler prisoner who had wmessed UCol.BrOYdle's dealh. He was told Iha LtCoL 
Brownee had kled twnself wits lis own pistol when COlfflUlist sokiers told tim to raise lis har1ds 11 ill art~ to capbJ'e tim. A<klional hearsay reports of lis stickle were 
reported II'/ aroller ARVN S<Uce. 

Yonan never caqt I-'> wlh the others. For three days, helicopter searches were made of the area wits no success. GrWld search, becaJSe of the hoslie threat ii the area, was 
rMipractica. 

In Aprl 1988, the VieCnanese "dscfNered" the remains of Capt. Kemelh J. Yonan arid retlmed them to the U.S. i'I a spit of~ cooperation on the POW/MIA Issue. 

After Action Report for: 24 May 1972 
HENN, JOHN ROBERT, JR. 

REFNO: 
Nane: 
RiriJBranch: 
lit 
Date of Bi1h: 
Home Cly of Rec«d: 
Dale of Loss: 
COIDIYofLoss: 
Loss Coormiates: 
Stu [111973): 
AiaalWetide/GrWld: 

R1865 
Jom Robert Hem, Jr. 
W2/USA1rrrt 
Fll9 ARA 3rd Brigade, 1 st C.walry Division 
11 February 1948 (Worchester MA) 
SUtonMA 
24May 1972 
Sotfh Vietnam 
113345N 1063717E (XT768786) 
Missilgi'IAction 
AH-1G 

Other Persomel i'l lncideft: (none) 

HOSAKA, ISAAC YOSHIRO 

REFNO: 
Nillle: 
Rarlk/Branch: 
Ure 
Date of Bith: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Dale of Loss: 
COIDly of Loss: 
Loss Coorooates: 
Stalus [111973): 
AicralWelicle/GrWld: 

R1865 
Isaac Yoshi'o Hosaka 
W?JUSAirrrt 
Fll9 ARA 3rd Brigade, 1st C.walry Division 
7 February 1949 
Gardena, CA 
24 May 1972 
Sotfh Vietnam 
113345N 1063717E (XT768786) 
Kled i'I Action 
AH-1G 

SYNOPSIS: On May 24, 1972. W02 Isaac Y. Hosaka, pilot, arid W02 Jom R. Hem, ai'cran COITlllil1der, were fttilg ill AH1G Coln helcopter (tal #67-15836) wtich was 
~alilg i'I a me<ivac operation abotf 8 kiometers swh of An Loe, Sotfh Vietnam. W02 Her11's helicopter was ii a fl(tt of three Cob'as al 4800 feet when the helcolUr 
~ed to break i'I hat. 

The ai'aan then wert lno a flat spin. exploded arid lusl lno fl.mes i..,an iJ1)act. The other helicopter pilots conckxled Iha the Cob'a had been ht II'/ a SAM (Sllface to • 
nissie), as they had seen a !Jal of wtite smoke from the c,Wld to the arcraft. 

The ~ two Cob'as remailed over the sle, btJ observed no one leavi'lg the crash. An imme<iate search ii the area was nci possllle becaJSe of the enemy slualion. btJ U1 
Jin! 2 arid Jin! 5, brief sanace searches were conoocted arid remains were fWld wtich were iderdied as those of W02 Hosaka 

A refugee reported Iha he had wlnessed a Cob'a helicopter crash arid btm near Tari Khai vilage. Fifteen days later, he saw the bodes of two fncivktlals who had apparer1tf cled 
ii the crash. The U.S. Airrrt beleves tlis report may correlate to Hem arid Hosaka 

After Action Report for: 11 June 1972 
HOLM, ARNOLD EDWARD, JR. 

REFNO: 
Nane: 
Rri/Branch: 
lit 
Dale of Bi1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Date ol Loss: 
COtnlY of Loss: 
Loss Coorcilates: 
Stu [111973): 
Aiaalt/Vetide/GrWld: 

R1874 
Arnold Edward Hom, .... 
O~USAirrrt 
F/8 CAV 11 CAG 1 Avialion Ballalion 
05 March 1944 (New London CT) 
Walerford CT 
11 J111e 1972 
Sotfh Vietnam 
162326N 1072407E (YD565135) 
KlecVBocti Nit Recovered 
OH-6A 

McQUADE, JAMES RUSSEU 

REFNO: 
Nillle: 
Rarlk/Branch: 
Ure 
Dale of Bith: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Date of Loss: 
COIRly of Loss: 
Loss Coorooates: 
bJS [111973): 
Ai'cralt/Velicle/GrWld: 

R1873 
James Russel McQuade 
02/USAirrrt 
F/8 CAV 11 CAG 1 Avialion Ballalon 
03 J111e 1949 (Pasco WA) 
HoqlUIIWA 
11 Jtn1972 
Sotfh Vietnam 
162336N 1072357E (YD562138) 
Kile<VBod'f Nit Recovered 
OH-6A 

Other Persomel In lncidelt: Wayrre Bi>bs; Rom R. Yeakley (nissilg from one OH-6A); James E. Hackett; Richard D. W.,, (nissilg from second OH-6A). 

SYNOPSIS: By Decem>er 1971, U.S. troops in-cotnry had decnd !talMicatf -from the 1968 peak of neart,, 55,000 to less lhari 30,000. The enemy, terJ1)0l"cltl anb 
defenswe II'/ the moves lno Cilllbocia ii 1970 arid Laos ii 1971, begart deploying new HIJA forces Sotfhward in preparation for iDlttler major offensive. 

In March 1972. the Vl8tnanese laLllched a three-pronged lrwasion or the Sotfh. One HIJA force swept sotfh across the DMZ, Is goal appcl'erO/ the COOIJlesl oflhll ll0flhlfl! 
promces arid the seizin of Hue. A second HIJA force m-ove from Laos lno the Cllltral Hi!1llillds, arid a ltird effort lrwcwed a ne from Carmocla lno provilceS OCJdhW8SI c, 
SaigorL 

fierce fi!1Dlg ensued on al three froru, wits HIJA success the c,eatest ri the northern promces. f9tilg cOIUlJed lid II'/ Jtn, the North Vietnamese began wlf1chldlll hlll 
some of thei' acHarice poslions, SIi hoking considerable amruts of Sotfh Vietnamese terrlory i'I the northern provilces. 
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11w appeil'ed re~ to SlfTender. The •Kl Cil'sort scOIJ caled for tin to stil'lCI ~ and come forwil'd, tu he <ickli move. ~ ScOt1S had reCJ.med for lJel and we wn 
short LOHs rue to COlmii damage, so I hovered the C&C ship jJSt behild the NVA. Suddentt we Cil'Tl8 lllder nense fie from a age force to tis re.r - a trap had been 
pl.med for the BkJes. I caDed for the GIJlS and they were are~ il-bomd. They ptJ f!iery rocket rvt 011 top of the NVA. I was a h1Q of beatJy!I I ~ to alllJle 
and caled from some artlery. AbotJ 11w line, Oak To received il'Qtler ~ from Rocket Ridge. Just as the artlery gal r~ered for us. the ARVN cn:eled cu nissiln 
and cu stil'ld-by reseive. I tried to tel them the rocket .rack was jJSt a dversion and !ta we had lhei' NVA Regimertal fob loc3ed. No kJc:k, so we had to wlhlhw. 
Howf!ier, we caled ii TAC ai and they lid a file job 011 ttw target! from 11w di'/ on. the biGle of Oak To - Ben Het was over and the NVA wttaew. I am cormced we 
had fOllld and ti a IMjor headquil'ters. 

For Miri andble, A Trpclained 124 NVA kled, 66moreb'/ aistrlesandartlery, one~ed pkJs93btnersdeslrO'{ed. They also~ed oneAK-50, a 122nmrockel, 
hee AKs and ..-. assortmert of cmnos. 

Jw, - On the 7th, a D Trp jeep struck a mile wtlle reumg from a mwted rrission klilg SSG Chm'lea E. Smlh, SP4 Colon D. YOIIIII, and PFC Pu E. Jollllon. ~ the 
~er Pi1'1 of Jtif. A Trp stil'led workilg for the 1st Bde agailSt the 18th, K-2, and 958 NVA Reginer1s limo Opermi Hiles. The priray AO was between the Mq Gq Pass 
on QL 19 and L1 Action. D Trp CormJed to perform recomaissance and sea.rly nissions ii the 4th Division's TAOR c1li1g llis monh. 

August- On the 2nd, A Trp was worked to the east of An Khe when they observed runerous 1i!1J speed trals, strucnns and over 60 blncers. Ctttens il"ld Mstock were seai 
ii the il'ea, so the enemy was neil' at tmd. AbotJ 1530, one LOH reported 11w he was uperienci1g ciffiCljjes wlh the aicralt I then lost power, crashed i1D some trees and 
btmed. The crew were seen departilg the il'ea will~ soklers folowilg close behildtu the foiage was too ttickfor the ARP to be Inserted. Al.1610. h downed crew 
were located ii a smal clecl'ilg abolJ 1000 meters from the crash sle and were extracted b'/ a med evac slip will a plQle penetrator. A series of itensNe aislrlces were OOld8d 
on the enemy poslions 11w kled 23 NVA. On the 3rd, A Trp fOllld a 1i!11 speed tral il"ld folowed lfor evt mies. They fOllld several NVA, blcycles, il"ld btriers alOllg the Wi'f. 
Al total the GIJlS il"ld aistrites kited ten NVA 11w di'/. On the 6th, A Trp recewed heavy AW fie from a lil'ge NVA COl'l1)lex abolJ 35 KMs northwest of An Kha. When the Seotis 
reuned after the GIJlS had expended, they fot.nd 11 dead NVA. A flrlher VR rf!iealed 11w the conl)lex was SlfTOlllded b'/ runerous Rlil'I traps 11w were construded on 16-foci 
teni,tis of bamoo will ptl'j stakes every six inches. Several aistrles were ptJ lrto the COll1)leX. On the 16th, A Trp was caled to~ a 4-Rlil'I LRRP ii CU1aCl. The GulS 
kled ten NVA il"ld ~ extract the LRRPs. On the 16th, C Trp's ARP ciscovered whal one 173rd Abn officer caled •one of the most vakalle pieces of ilformmi of the Yielnan 
wr. In the northern end of the An Lao Vtlef the ScOt1S observed a b.mel il"ld blncer COll1)leX. The 8kJes encoirtered AW fie from the COl'l1)lex tu balded lhei' Wil'f nside 
one of the caves. There they met il"ld kled fcu NVA. I was later delemwled 11w two were fkJSSi.rl trailed doctors il"ld the other a I\Jssiil'I trailed ptwmaclst. One of the dodlr 
Cil'ried a map il"ld ilformm1 pi1)(li1ilg the poslion of the NVA hospials and meclcal Sl4>iltf pons ii the AO. On the 17th, A Trp made 1i1it cortact il"ld i1sated the IIJes. 
They fOllld a wel equipped base Cil'l1> il"ld caches of~ pkJs a barbershop and deslrO'{ed I will fie il"ld explosNes. D Trp cormJed to perform recomaissance il"ld seady 
missions ii the 41h DMsion's TAOR ckmg this morth; tu oothe 31st they moved to S.. Me Tlui East will a cormgency from HHTto prepare for operalkns il'Ollld the &I 
Prq SF Cil'l1). 

SeplerNMlr - On the 1st, B Trp moved to e.. Me nui East il"ld the 5(Jmon set ~ a •PutEss Forwil'd" there to Sl,.iport TF fvter il"ld elemerU of the 23rd ARVN IMsilrL 
Weather hinicapped tactical opermis for Pil'1S of the monh. Even dnq1 various 5(Jmon elemerts had lived at e.. Me Tlui East prior to !tis, I was SIi a Iii d Mlt ID 
re-establsh a base at old •c~ Bleakness". Aicraft manenn:e was never a pleasart experience ate.. Me nui East. Wtil a few dl'/s two d D Trp's ~ were lllad 
to ai Prq ii ..-. Infamy, sea.ny, ai-moble reaction force for B Trp. Bu Prq was a smal Cil'l1> and logistically rd prBl)il'ed for llis age American td. As a r~ HHT was 
~en the responsi>ily of ft(ilg food, sheler material, il"ld essemal Sl4)ples to the D Trp elemerts at Bu Prq. 8asicatf they flew two r-- nissions fNel"f diJ/ to ai Prang. 
HHT and D Trp also estabished ..-. anmo r~ pon al Nhon Co for the Sq(n By the end d the ll1mh, HHT ~ were also makilg silgle ship ilser1ions d D Trp perscmel 
and viecnamese MPs along QLSB. They woud CJJestion the locals ii~ to leil'Tl more abotJ the enemt btild LIi ii the Slffcudng il'eas. HHT ~ also performed medevac 
missions from the Bu Prq il'ea. B Trp rrmaged to kl ten enemy sokiers il"ld loc3ed runerous bln<er con1)1exes, rOtUS of ilflralion il"ld il'eas where massNe amns II 
food were lllder a6-mi b'/ the~- Two aicraft were bact, damaged b'/ enemt fie and one plot seriousi'/ wot.nded. 

October - 8 Trp's dat,, reconnaissance provided considerable itelgence data as the enemy movemerts il"ld adiviies ii the ai Prq il'ea ilcreased. Nllnerous btrouac sleS 
and bln<er COl'f1)lexes, wel used trals, il"ld crops lllder harvest were reported. AW fie li'ected agailSt B Trp's aicraft ilcreased as the morCh proi,essed. weaaa preculed 
some operations eclti il"ld near the nidcle of the morth. Dtmg the last week of the ll1mh. fwe B Trp aicraft were dilnaged b'/ AA fie. On the 28th, the expected enemy dfnM 
was latn:hed will .-tacks on CIDG Cil'11)S al il'Ollld the Bu Prq il'ea. Tlis action wcud be known as •The Siege of Bu Pr.Ilg". On the 291h, B Trp lhwilfld bee Slll)a'• 
iGacks on fiebases il'ot.nd Bu Prq. G111 ship .-tacks deslrO'{ed two 12.7 rrm AA lllJlS il"ld one 57rrm RR. The frienlles begal aballbwlg fiebases il"ld consoldalilg aOllld 
the mail Bu Prq il"ld Due Lap Cil'11)5. from acoons cuilQ llis mor1h l was leaned 11w elemerts of the 28th, 4IXh, il"ld 661h NVA Reginerts were iwotted ii the siege. 

November- Dtmg 11is ll1mh, A Trp SLl)pOrtedthe 1st Bde ii operations to the sruhwest and west of An Khe il"ld occasionatt the 3rd 8de west of Eral A Trpl'Jat/ ~ 
the conslruclion of lhei aicraft manenance tmger al c~ Eral 8 Trp cormJed to Sl,.iport TF fvter IOI the 1st Bde Uled Operalion SPREAGINS WHITT c1li1g the "Siege 
of Bu Prang". C Trp wor1<ed the An Lao Vtlef will the 173rd Abn. D Trp worked will 8 Trp IRi the 13th when I rellmed to c~ Ena1 il"ld star1ed prOVDIII COIWO'{ sectdr 
on the Erwi to Cheo Reo tiviwil'i. On the 2nd, B Trp was workilg ..-. AO on the edge of the mail biGle il'ea il"ld VHPA Mermer Kik ei.r..-. remermers: 

I was a 1 LT then il"ld had been fttilg Cobras will the Undertakers silce I joiled B Trp ii AuiJJst. MAJ Bowq had asked several RLOs I they were iterested ii ltiilll lhl 
"Ille bi'ds". So 11w di'/ I was ftfilg as Jin Nowicki's Observer as pat of nrt tramg to become the ScotJ plal0011 leader. Jin was ~er 13, ftfilg wn;i for~ 
17, CW2 George W. Grega, who had SGT Vernon C. Shepa'd as tis Observer. The il'ea we were workilg had been defobed some line prior, so the folage il"ld trees dml1 
~etf obsan cu view of the 1Jotnl As we orbled il'Ollld Grega, Jin il"ld I spdled llis tlJge btner C001)lex. One of the blDcers had a very large opri1Q thal 
looked Ike a wide set of sws goilg down lrto the IJOllld. We caled Grega to have a look il"ld reported whal we'd seen to the C&C il"ld GlllS. I was reatt IIIJSl8 aid 
Grega moved il'Ollld for a few seconds il"ld then cane to a near hover over the bln<er will the lil'ge openilg. That's when the NVA laced tin bad. Even l1ot"'1 they._ 
a Iii d fie il"ld SGT Shepa'd was wOlllded ii the fld, he gal a Pete cu il"ld George moved off. He was streanilg fuel Ike crazy il"ld Jin and I lhoul1t he was Q01111 • 
blow ~- You cwd see the fuel atornizilg ii the rcior wash and fOIITWlll clouds near the I'd exflaust. The GIJlS roled ii il"ld stil'led be;mg LIi the btners c:orrCJ1aK 11'1 
SGT Shepard's mclk. We told George to get I on the IJOllld QUICK il"ld suddentf llis lil'ge •L • shaped L1 seemed to pop~ ii frort of us: so George jJSt lared il"ld ~ 
I it The next lhilg 11w happened was jJSt plai1 good kJck. I had a "I'd Pete' (a WP 11eoade wlhcu a safety pil) ii nrt lald and told Jin I wilted to trow I Id rn lhl 
trees and rd the Ll: so we overflew George il"ld Uled to ci"cle back - as we reached the trees where I plched the Pete. We cpcktf gal back to the downed ship aid 
lil'lded near them. 01.1 LOH had a Mii il"ld I had il"I M-60 fed from the back. Grega and Shepard gal ii the back; I'd~ George was near the carter d the ~ 
il"ld Shepard was closer to the owide. We look off il"ld <ickli get to 100' when the world opened~- I dooi know I the NVA had armushed 11w L1 or tie road thal _. 
houiti I or what. Maybe they hoped to get the relef coum for some of the fiebase biGles N were goilg on. A.rPfn/, Jin il"ld I saw two 51 cats at cu 10 il"ld 2 aid 
later leaned of illOlher at cu 7 o'clock. Jin holered over the raclo and I worked the 60 agailSt the 2 o'clock 11111 poslion tnl the bel broke. The good pat aboti ttiS was 
11w b'/ N line the Pete I'd hown was now Yt developed; so the GIJlS il"ld C&C had no trOt.tlle fiDlg us even dnq1 ~ iGertlon had been ~ towad ~ 
bln<er ~ The Mii was on il"ld I reached back to get the illYllO bel. opened the cover of the 60 il"ld was jJSt closilg I when I rdlced 11w the 1nr1 of the 1111 .,. .. 
was gone il"ld we were goilg down. There was big explosion. The fie bal N wert past us takilg off Pil'I of nrt rrustache and btmed Pil'I of nrt lald between nrt ,,,,,._ 
il"ld the nomex ~ sli. I'm rd certaiJ if we lllmled ii the ai at 11w pon or whal; tu we ti the 1JOU1d lwd and botn:ed ilto the ai to lillCI agail wlhlU ~~ 
blades or skids ortal boom. N~at,' we were llcllging ~ trapped ilside il"ld I remember hti1g I was goilg to blow agait Later I woud jokelta what~ 
us to crash was beilg over11ossed wlh NVA 51 cal-reatt a bad joke! Arr-/Wiri, Jin and lfilat/ gal cu il"ld stil'led IJabbilg Slllf we lhoulttwe mi,tneed. I set If,. 
60, we gal someWPs il"ld il"IAR-15 (you know one of those shorties). I had nrt 45 (the Trp <icklihave il'Pf more 38s attlwline, so I was blessedwllla45). l1le ~ 
raclo was ii a net between the seats. We <ickli Itri abotJ I, sol stayed there. Abeu then we rdiced SGT Shepa'd at cu 3 o'clock layilg face down. He had t,een ~ .. 
from the ship il"ld had a terri>le wot.nd from a 51 C01l1)1et~ across tis lulock. You remember how lil'ge the Amrf field dressilgs seemed when we wn ti trarilg? W 
I remember lhilkilg I wcud take half a bed sheet to cover 11w wotlld, he was laid open !ta bact,. The fie was SIi preay lrtense al il'ot.nd us il"ld reat, the poslkil.,. 
lltenable; so we decided to book. The LOH was sdl btnW1!I and there were smal e,cplosions COITW'IQ from I now il"ld then as the 11enades or a WP wart di. ArffW'/_, .. 
~ the 60 back ii the LOH il"ld stil'led to move awil'f when we heard George from ilside the aicraft. Jin wert back to get tin tu reCJ.med Si'filg he cwcti~ 
cu. We moved awil'f il"ld never saw George agail. I later leaned N the IJltS ii the ai had seen filµes nmilg tow.I'd the trees il"ld determined we were al 11111""'_:;. 
il"ld were at least rd kled ii the crashes. Bti whal they had seen was the NVA nnq for the trees because we had crashed amost 011 top of one m hi 1Jtrie1S •• 
they were sca-ed to dealh. We stl'led movilg tow.I'd the SIUh becaJSe we had received less fie from N li'eclion. Jin was ti the lead. then SGT Shepil'd. thlll d 
SGT Shepa'd hadrli receNed il'Pf bone tis tu he looked terrille. The 11ass was tal ti the Ll. We hadrli moved off very fil' when we saw llis Cobra COIIW10 ti to 1114 
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_.·ii,¥try-~: so -I enisted~-lhe Army-as a bric:k ia,,,er. As you nil1f guess, I never saw nittlel' brick in! ended 14> in ~ers! After AIT I wart to ~er scno<N, 
111111'1 to Ft Knox as a capener, in! somehow I ended 14> in Vietrwn assqied to HHTfl/17 as a jeep ctwer in! mal room dert. Thal lasted less tha1 IWo weeks when 
someone asked me to stn some offic«'s bocis in! I lhotqt 'that's I - I aini doing lharl I asked .wat.nd in! was told !here were opri1g in B Trp's Scolas lll1 I'd have 
ID vouteer. They decided the job. I SOlllded OK to me, so I voutewed. I'd been ltfing as a ScotJ for aboti fOIJ' mor1hs in! reat,, lked l I doni Itri I'd do I agail, 
Id I realy .ed I al the line!! I'd lb#r1 wlh George Grega a few lines prior to !tis day. He seemed lo •e me in! I lked tim. We COfllTUlicaed in! wor1ted Wei logeCher 
as Sccus. I lhn I was the ri!t1 before ltis ballle or maybe IWo ri!t1s before, blf we were al ii one or the ScotJ terts having a beer in! George said to me. 'I doni wn 
ID sen you or il1YttWlQ. blf todat when we were relLIIWlg home from the AO as a fll1t of fOIJ' LOHs I happened to nooce !here were or"tt !tree shadows on the IJOllld. 
N. Int I lhotqt I was because we were sort of rt a cloud or somettWIII, so I moved rNer a bl Shep, (lhal was "'I rickMne rt B Trp) we liml't have a shadow - we JJS1 
weren't lherell No matter what I dd, we c1c11, havea shadow.' At the line I sort of ■wrote ltis orr lll1 maybe George had a premorm or tings to come. I ortt remermered 
I aftarwads. Ntf#tlt back to the bide, I doni remerrM the blllker wlh the l.wge opening Kik descrl>ed blf I 00 REMEMBER lhe btner COff'8 in! lookilg 'eye lo 
., .. wlh .-. NVA 51-cal Cffl#. I lerat, cwd see lhe wtlles or U. eyesll I JU OIJ the Pete in! !tad. They lied in! cld a d.wmed l'lle job. I used lo 1tf wlh "'I feet on 
lhe slllds. I was ~ rt the left foot (after a few days ltiS wOtllCI woucti't boaler me that nu:h) in! rt the din (that WOllld caused me a Iii of clscomfort for some line 
beCa1JS8 there was a piece of meat ilside"" mwh - I mat, bl that off in! I healed wlh a big ~ or sc.w tissue.) . BtJ I don't Itri !here was nu:h left of the bottom or 
Ill LOH. 1lle ra!los had been std cu in! the fuel eel nut have been ~ fuel •e crazy because I got al rNef the frort blfJble in! sated to obsctn 0tJ' vision. 
N. &st I lhotqt I was engine 01 IU I looked back ito the engine ~ in! cwd see that the ol tri level looked norma. ln/W~. the other ship flew along side 
us in! wlh .wm in! Mid sqials made I du that we shcud land RIGHT NOW. I'd guess we 1tf for maybe two or !tree nnJes after we were shot. I remermer larDlll, 
gellilg no lhei' ship, in! gellilg std down agail pretty nu:h Ike Kil( descrl>ed l I wasn't tut IJt the elqllosiofl he descrlled IU I knew I'd been~ rt the lul. I got cu 
alb LOH after I ~ in! sort of 00 down the t-. a Ille w~. I don't Itri I 'blacked ot1' cuilg 1ff/ or that IU I miltt have. I do remember crawllQ -~ from the two 
LOHs because I had a herd line momg. We wereni too f.w -~ when we saw the Cobra come iL 

We~ ld\Kik in! Shep allfis poitto ti.from VHPA Menm Mb Peterson who was ftfilothe Snab they sawtryilgto lnl I had been ii B Trp abotiS mor1hs 
nt was rt the back seat as AC that day. CPT Lou Ctn:hilJlo, who was "'I plaloon leadllf blf hadn't been ii that poslion al that long, was rt the fr011 seal. We had lklwr1 
as b ti!,1 Gll"luler rt the dirf. <utean wasrefuelng al Bu Prqwhenwe got the word that a LOH was down inlthatthe dherte.wnwas liilQ. We leftrt alury. I 
don't remember the briefilQ we usuatt had as one tun replaced ardler on stallon. I seems to me that we got !here Int in! never even assuned the posllon or li!,I 
Gm; jJsl SIMted 1rYi1Q to,- 0tJ' people on the IJOllld. I do remember seeing the LOH tumg when we imied al ltiS tllge L shaped dearilg blf I don't remember seeing 
h .._ LOH. We made a CJick, PW pass in! told the C&C that I ~ cbt't look Ike a SIIVlvable crash. On Oll second pass we were Sllprised to see someone get 
cu or the wreck llld from the w~ he wal<ed we cwd tel he was senous>, tut. I beleve we were the ortt ship on stallon in! that we were lali,g to the C&C who was 
some <lstlllC8 ""~· Anf#~. Lou in! I tal<ed I rwer in! decided to land. The plan was for Lou to get cu. ptf the lrped person rt tis place, in! remain on the IJOUld 
inl someone coud come get tim. Please remember that we were wor1ting lllder the prenise that the LOH had receive fie from a place 3 or 4 nes -~ in! had managed 
to~""~ from the cmger ortt to crash rt ltis open .wea that we beleved to be safe. Nalll"atf, that assul1Jlion got us no ~ or tr<U>le later on blf al that line we knew 
naltWlQ or the action that had gone on ii ltiS .wea before we arrived. Lou .wp!d that we shcud go straqt ii al that poi1 blf I suggested that we make one more PW, slow 
pass to see I we ~ew 1ff/ fie. We flew aboti 50 feet off the trees, rather slow, llld rqt along the edge of the clearilg - notti1g - or al least rating that we cwd tel I 
made a un in! started back to In!. The NVA maitailed 11ea1 fie ~ in! reatf suckered me iL SUddert, we got ~ from eyerywherel! I remember the cycle 
bes1g shot rt IW0 blf I stl had the in> rt "'I Mld. Lou yeled he had been ~ ii the Mld. I was ~ rt "'I left leg in! foot. We wert rt ilverted in! 111)aC(ed Id f.w from 
where Grega was. After tings stopped 1tfilll •Ollld. I was able to get cu wiholJ that nu:h ~ in! wert .wOllld to 118' Lou cu. He liml't have the use of tis hRI 
a1d I was reatt tutilg tin. ln/W~. we got cu in! malaQ8d to Int 14> wlh Grega I remember he was bdf btmed blf cwd speak to us even lholqi he was dazed 
in! ilcoherert al lines. ~. I fel no pail al the line - the achna1 nut have kept me going because "'I wOlllds were realy rather serious. We kept lllng Grega that 
,-was on thew~ blf he knew he was rt bad shape. The ortt tlWJg I took from the Cobra was a shot p wltlOIJ 1ff/ shels - reatt smat! We coud see the NVA al 
.wCUld us ii the trees in! knew I was ortf a maltef of line before they'd come an. us. After~ we cane 14> wlh a plan for me to move to the swhern end or the LZ 
rt such aw~ as to convilce the HVA that al !tree or us had moved !here in! ltllS Lou in! George, who were the most senous>, i;l'ed, coud tide in! wal for the rescue 
ship. That is how we sap.waled. I was successU ii moving in a rather obvious w~ ltroultl the lal !Jass to the SIUhem end or the LZ. Nd long after I got !here a lbly 
tried to land to get me. 

We it~ Kite, Shep, in! Mle alltis poi1 ID ilsert some commerts from VHPA Mermer Joe feeoe'f who was ii the lbly that tried to get Mike OIJ that all8moon. lui1g 
~ fr.it bU In Vlelnam I was a crew ctief; lhen I Wert ID ~ school in! to Maitenn:e Officer school before "" second tOll when I was wlh HHT. I had ortt been rt 
C01RJY a Ille rNer a m011h. Bob Rogers in! I usedlDltf together often. He was a plot ii the Avialion Section inlflew a Iii. especlat/wlh D Trp inlthe vnu dalactmerU 
from HHT scanered al .wOtllCI ~ Due in! D.wlac PrrNilces. On Stnlaf the 2nd. we had a~ mas&er on board in! had lb#r1 abcu siK hotn sn:e we left Enari that 
lllOl'TWlQ. 1lle gene,al offensNe had been on for a few ~s •~ in! as we new .wOtllCI we saw ~ or torWflf .wmushes in! bases talci1g fn. We were refueling • 
lu: Lap, which was lllder mortM in! 57rrm RR fie most of that day, when B Trp's Bus~ illO lhei' ships RI left ii a tury. We folowed in! asked I we cwd 
,-. The B Trp C&C asked I we cwd go ID Ban Me 1luJt East in! get a JJlQle penetraler because he lhotqt he nilt1 need one ii a lury that day. When we rellmed 
from East we folowed ltis B Trp Cobra to the sle ot the ballle. B Trp had ilserted lhei' Bus in! cimi have qone on stallon ~ ltis Cobra as everyone else was 
refuelng. I lhn the Cobra had e,q,ended •~ IU was jJst trying to• rwer lhei' people on lhe IJllUl(f. We both made a PW, slow pass rNer ltis tllge LZ; tl1f0ftlllalet/ 
wel m.rted wlh the !tree downed acrall. I remember ltriing al the line - we .we going too slow, I jJst know wel never make Ito the othef end or ltis LZ in! we dlili 
even have cticken plales! I was lhen that I saw one or the Americans stanooo 14> lllder some trees. As Bob cwcled •Ollld. he told the Snake that we were going ii ID 
pick tan ICI in! Slal1ed a\ Woat'h lor an .wea nu where I had seen the ~. Amost inme<lalet/ we SIMted taking~ or lie. As best I c.wi recat. I doni Itri we got 
very close ID the touch down poi1 when I got ~ ii the left leg - "'I side or the Huey took several ~- I do remember "" left leg 1tf IC> in! hi me ii the chest from the force 
or a lulel As determiled as Bob was, we were taking a hel of a bealing; so he aborted the approach in! we ckTmed back ID allude where the Snab was. We tal<ed the 
slualion over ilside the ai'craft for a few nwues in! Will the Snab. Wtje I cbt't have a lie ltrealri,g wOllld, I was prelly wel tl1able to fln:tion as a pb. AbOIJ that 
tine several B Trp ai'craft rellmed in! I c.wi remermer lstening ID the C&C on Glad. After fllther liscussions, he released us RI we wert back ID Cu: Lap where !here 
was.-. Sf aid stroin. When we got ID Due Lap, Bob made certai1 I was ii the good hcr1ds of the mecics; lhen he ptf the crew clief ii "'I sear in! took off. The SF medcs 
were very good. They treated "'I wOlllds as best they coud in! I got sornettwlg to eat in! ctn. Heicc)Jnrs were COf'IW1g in! going al the line. They caled for a Dust-Off 
a1d one c.wne blf wwcti't land because the tan11 was reat,, lllder prelly steactf fie. B Trp CclTl8 back agail that ri(lt ID refuel between 8 in! 9. We tal<ed to them in! 
asked I they wc:dd come back when they were done to lake me ID Ban Me nu.. They said -&.e' blf they never cane back that ri(lt. I ~ they got real busy in! 1 
realf wasn't ii 1ff/ IJM dirlger. ln/W~. the next mormg I cld get a ride to East in! was taken to lhei' aid stallon wtich consisted or some below lJOllld conex cortainers . 
They told me the crew ctief was !here as wel because he had ~ otr. Arrtw~. when he saw me he got very m:led in! ran rNer ID me in! tugged me. He said 
when they had taken me -~ al Due Lap; he jJst knew I was going to de blf now he was very happy ID see me again. The medcs were glad to see tin respond f.worcti/ 
a1d asked I I wc:dd • wlh tin a Ille wfje longer. An{N~. u, the end of the day I was ii a big hospial ii Nila Trn.i; lhen on ID .lap.-. in! mat, the SU.es. BtJ you 
know I never got q of "'I stuff back from Vielnim! 

Mike Peterson cortilJes wlh tis story abcuthe Huey flown 1Jt Rogers in! Feeney. Just Ike they had done when I was lryilgto linl, the WA heldlhei'lie lldhe had 
slowed to touch down. Then, al hel broke loose!! My mgers were on the skid in! the crew ctief was reacmg Otf ID get me; blf the ship was talci1g a terTIJle l)OU1(i1g. 
I remember ~oppilg to the !Jotnl in! beleving lhal the Huey wwd Sll'~ be craslwlg in on top of me q second. I was both stlJ)rised in! glad to see them get aw111. 
I wasn't IOI after I was released in! Pt-.v Fogg ¥isled me ii the Plelw hosplal that I le.wned one of the pbs in! one or the ~s ii the back were wCUlded serious>f ii 
la ship. Nt/#111, I laid PW after lhal I.Id I got dn in! then moved illO a lhicl( cur., of b.wTt>oo ii the trees for the ri(lt. Everytting was <J.iet that evening from "'I 
vartage poirt, save for a few stDS from incivi<klal weapons. I heard a Huey reun in! land later that evri,g blf I couctii see I from where I was. 

Kit Ct.rr.-i corfilues. Jin, Shep, in! I walched what I later leaned was Peterson's in! c~·s Snake COf'IW1g ii al .-i ilQ8 in! get PWer in! PWer I.Id I was 
aboti to be masked from view IJt the !Jass. The HVA 51 cals opened 14> again in! you coud see the sl1') sider Will each hi. I sort of stopped ii the ai', lhen wert 
stravt down in! crashed. Soon we heard~ of smal .ms lie in! beleved the NVA had kled the crew. I later leaned that Lou in! Mike were Id kled in! cld Int 14> 
wlh George. I le.wned that they moved rt a swhern mection as wel in! l1lJSI have passed us IU we dlili know I al the line. (Edlor's Ide: Tlis is Id exactt,, cooect; 
ortf Peterson moved to the socJh, Lou in! George remailed nu the ai'crall.) Nalll"atf the ~s ii the ai' were doilg everytmg they coud to ,- us. I was a tlWJg at 
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beai.cy 10 watch the Blues get llSerted. In fact l looked like the Lill was just maki,g a low pass; they were in and OL( M ~. Unfoftlmlet, we were rn M dose to 
them and in the tal !Jass we wwd probabi'1 hiwe shot each~ in the In...,_ 

(E<lor's note: Eq in fT1i resgch efforts I had a conference cal will VHPA Members Bly Bowing (lhe B Trp Cmct) and Levton Haseqove (lhe Sqch S-3). My rd8s 
from M cal ..-e terrille. Blf Bly explained MB Trp's 8kJes and D Trp (·) were inserted in an U a aq,le lud'ed meters flllher to lhe swh of the lcl'ge L shaped Ll. 
They destrlJIJed cl'l<Vor manewered ..-Ollld several tNA AW posiions as they moved tow..-d the lcl'ge U. At least pat of lfis force dd ildeed gee orto lhe age U tu M 
was a SIi some <istance flllher to the swh of Jin, Shep, Kn or Mice. Because no one knew exactt, where the downed crews were (SllVHal raclos waud hiwe made al 
the cifference in the wor1d!) and because the tNA were movilg al along thei' flris and lfis was obvious>, "ttllW 1Jotnl', lhe 8kJes crud ru stay there long. The BkJes 
said M I they were goilg to stay on the 1101.11d overni!t1, they wcud need to be reilforced wlh a 'large force" (speclicatf one M had Is own mortars) and N they 
waud need lots of atlery Sl4)l)Ort. ll was gellilg In in the d.r, and Billy said he coum't deiver on eilw of these "Si.WOl1 re(Jkemerts". Tlis Isn't~ • Sqch OR­
LLs show M the ne..-est U.S. Inf and Arty were some 41h Inf elemerts ne..- Cheo Reo, the ARVN had thei' hands flt wlh the fre base bal!les, lhe sle ffla'f hM been 
otaside ARVN Arty rMge (tu no one trusted ARVN Arty!), dis ..-ea was very ne..- Cani>ocia and a "long Wa/ from anywhere". So they Pl'8d lhe BkJes cu before the tNA 
crud set a trap for them.) 

Kn cortilJes. Also I lecl'lled M a Huey crew had seen Peterson from the • and had tried to land to gee tan. I was told M as he ran tow..-d lhe sNp, they wifched In 
horror as the tNA shot hin several tines and asst.med he was dead. Whoever told me lfis said M Mike was SIi weailg tis cticken plife wtich saved tin was q 
serious~- He was µ;t knocked down and llflised. (E<lor's me: Please refer to Mike's own accout. I asked tin speciflcatf abolC ltis !Mier. He said he was nci 
weailg a chicken plife. His normal custom was to sl on I wt.I fttilg. He was sililg on IM d.r,, so I sfa/ed in the acrall) Arffwat, I was reatt someti1g to wifch 
lhe F100s deiver thei' asllbs. Several tines they wcud pass mecdy overhead. We were on OIi' backs wifclwlg. You crud see lhe wings on the IV of the borms 
open..., as they left lhe acraft, folow the lne of~ to the ~ end of the U and lhe lllq)losion. The tNA were talcilg a p0lll(lng from ltis stuff as best as we coud 
detem■le. I begal to get dcl'k and we started rooving again, crawfng tll'OlVl lhe 11ass. I reatt gci dcl'k and I rernermer not bei1g able to see anyttq In trort of me; so 
I ;isl kept touctilg Shep's foot as we wert. We stopped ever now and then. Dlmg one stop, I made a cum mistake and plt fT1i 45 down so I crud rol over and look 
betnl us. I had look back several tines before and knew we were leavilg a "hiltlWat wide road' tll'OlVI the 11ass as we crawled. My rrind kept tellng me M the tNA 
wcud fnl I and come folowilg after us. I looked back and coud see lhe stcl'S and the wide open ~ I tuned back and I took me a ~ of seconds to fnl fT1i 45. 
When I had I and reached for SheJ)cl'd's foe( THEY WERE GONE! I halil't hecl'd them crawl off or anyttq tu there was a Iii of noise 511..-0llld the Ll. They were 
droppilg na-es and SIi wormo wlh the Bkles. I crawled down the 'li!tlwa'f' they left and cane to a pon where I ~ I spit I wert lhe wrong Wat and ended '-' 
alone. I crud SIi heel' the helic()Jers overhead so I roled over on fT1i back and waled for a 000d momert, then tuned on fT1i strobe lltt- A Huey saw I and shot an 
approach to an ..-ea abcu 50 to 60 y..-ds awat from me. I billed off lhe IVt and stcl'ted tow..-ds the slip; tu I took off, ci'cled and c;,ne back to land on a smal two 
lane road in the LZ. The tNA started tlming on and off lhei" ~ to look like strobes as wel tu I was told M I reat, wasn't N ~ to detemwie the real one. 
When the Huey lcl'lded lhe second tine he had al lis 1!115 on. I stood ..., and stcl'ted nming tOWcl'd the slip. I gci Mtwl abolC 25 y..-ds of I when he tuned cu the"'° 
- I f.JeSS to presert N ITlJCh less of a tcl'gee to the tNA who wlhcu a dotJJt were also movi1g tow..-d the helcopter. I was me whie lhe lltts were on as I was nmlng 
rvt far the ivis. When they wert cu. I coum't see a tli1g! Lucktf I kept nming blrxly for the slip. The crew ctief was fttilg as plot and, Thri God, had stepped 
cu of the slip. As I wert nming past, he !Jabbed me and tll'ew me ito the c..-go c0f'l1)a1n'lert. I was bolh Slll)rised and pleased to be in the back err a turt tu he had 
tll'own me so hcl'd I almost wert cu the~ side!! I hecl'd tin yel GO!! GO!! There was lots of fre al cl'Otlld us as we lilted off and I rernermer ttni1g we wcud be 
shot down for ue. The slip had been hi several tines and was a real mess. We wert to some frebase and landed. Far some reason ltis Huey had a VHF rado and al 
the ~ raclos had been shot cu ecl'lef. In fact, I pss the ~ slips were al caling hin on FM and UHF teling tim not to go in; tu he cwdrl't heel' them. An{wa/, 
we gci an FM racio there and were able to talk to the ~ helcoplers. They lecl'lled M Im and Shep weren't 1..- from where they had picked me ..., and that I beleved 
1he Cobra crew had been kled. The poor crewctiaf 'pici" gci sick if the poit and wert no corwsions; so the medcs took tin Ha/ . A Ille whle later, I was picted lf 
and taken to our Ca11> if Ban Me nu. East where I coud •relal" and hiwe a beer. Needless to Sat tu I had lllclTf ltilgs to tin abolC M ~ The nt!ld da/, MAJ 
Bowing plt me in the back of lis C&C - they cbl't wn me ftting tor awhile. We wert back ito the sane ..-ea. Again everyone has perfect ~ tu CUinO one of • 
lhe 11111 nris a Pete suddentf wert off sort of ne..- where the HE was hllilg. I remember we al asked on lhe ra<los where M Pete had come from and fflatf wrcu I di 
wlh the thougC M when someone was stoma rockets ito a Cobra they ina<tlerterttf added a WP head. As I uned cu, the rockets were tiling very ne..- to where Jin 
and Shep and they were tmg to tel us they were there 1J1J tll'owilg the Pete. 1hey also hoped the tNA woum't know where they were because lhe Pete was ;isl niltllr 
eiqilosion. Artfwat, they waud E&E for a few more d.r, before the tNA picked them...,_ I f.JeSS Shepcl'd's wotllds were reatt Sl4)er brTiJle if M poit.. La I tabd ID 
Jin who rnaitained N he was sad he wasn't able to be a ScOIJ arJain after walkilg the tral wlh the tNA. He said had lecl'ned where and how they Ca!1l8d, how l1ey 
canoullaged themselves, how 1..- they moved between stops, etc. He said he waud hiwe been 'Mr. Dealh t■nser wlh N knowledge! I'd like to close 1J1J sating wta 
I've said a lud'ed lines before and wl probabtf Sat~ lud'ed tines· I'd fJSl like to lhri everyone in B Trp, in D Trp, In HHT, 1he F100111'/S. the ktky 111'/5, h 
ARVN Rangers M Wert in after us and reatt gci chopped '-' bad, everyone M tried to ~ us • THANKS. Most of al I'd like to lhri Bob Rogers for ptJrrlg me w lhal 
~ 

Kik's short caeer as a Scalpluter was over. He woud frish lis 1011' fttilg Goos and as the Opns Officer. Blf the story is f..- from over, In fact I waud take several weeks aid. 
sadder yet, several ye..-s to torf1)1ete. The rqt of 2 Now was a "long rQt" for lllclTf people. VHPA Meni>er George Miny was lhe Sqch Cmdr if !he tine and relates: 

We Qeithe cal In the late afternoon that B Trphad lost some acraft and defdett needed some'-· You'Ve gci to rernermer if M tine I was a Sqch CmdrwlholJ • 
Sqch because al the line Trps were opconed w to~ Iris. I ortt had HHT and I was alrea<tf conmlted maming refuel and rum pons and such swh of Ban Me 
Tlld. NP/Wat, we Pl'8d together a COl4)le sicks, alerted A and C Trp of the prolllem, made certain the 171h CAG and the 41h Inf knew of lhe sluiflon, and left for Ban Me 
Tlld. We were able to make I cu to the sle M evenilg. When al 1he acraft fililt/ reuned from lhe AO, we sorted ltilgs cu. Most of thei' acraft had been 51d ICl­
I tin they had if least six less operational acrall than they had if the stcl't of the d.r,. They were short tll'ee • aews. Everyone was dead Ired tu welted to do~ 
• just cl'ffthilg to get those 111'/S on the IJOtlld back. Nmat/, the Sew and Gll1 boys welted to go back in lhe nt!ld d.r, and "show 'em reatt Ca-1 Sbll". Wei, the Id 
lhi1g elher Bly or I wned was to loose even more people to a siuml M cle..-ti seemed to be in the tNA's fa-1or. We talted to lhe BkJes M had been on lhe !JOllld 
and to Kit. We talced to Bob Rogers • M kid was a real hero. Bv God, M slip was a mess!!! I don't tin we ever repaied I, I was M bad. Then we wert Ml ID h 
23rd ARVN to see what they crud do. 1hey were bi.at/ corrrnlted tu ..-ranged for us to use pat of an ARVN Ranger Bn, M was In really the II Corps Reserve .a Ill 
tine, so long as we crud use OIi' LIi to plt them In. The nt!ld d.r, we Inserted abcu 150 men from dis Bn on a road north of the U where OIi' acraft were. The AINI 
also ordered a Mech ri to move..., and try to'- cu tu M cbl't work cu too wet NP/Wat, these Rangers fouc,t very hcl'd tu lhe tNA reatt had them cu-rumered, 
cu-oimed, cu-everythinged. For a~ of d.r,s we Sl4)polted them will everythilg we had and they took a brTiJle potJD1Q, 40 to 501, casualles as I recal. s.eral 
tines I wert back to the 23rd CP and said we had to pul toose guys 01.(; tu they WWll'l't do l The 23rd people seemed to hiwe lhe alllude MM was what the~ 
had c:ormg to them, so they left them in and reatt cbl't reinforce them or Sl4ll)Ol1 them to the de1Jee I~ they shoud. Strange corlllJct - I cic:tl't and don't~ 
l or al the ttwigs I remember abcu M tOII', Ille memory of M Ranger Bn is one of the most vivid in lT1i nnL n I wcud hM even dreamed N they wcud hiwe saa'ferwd 
like ltlif, I waud never hiwe plt them in N daijl! 

We rellm to Mi<e Peterson's acCOllt. The nt!ld morning everything was SIi qtiet tu I knew the tNA were sll In the ..-ea, in force. There was a road to the east of 1he ll 
I was on the west side on sort of a hi. Far Ille neld 1011' d.r,s or so I E&Eed successfutf. In bugs, drank wa from le.wes and pools In the road. Once I happened LCJOII 
two tNA ne..- a lulker. One was sllilg if a table owide the blner, wrmg a letter, I f.JeSS. We~- I !Jabbed a krife from lhe table and kled tan. Abeu Uis tnl. 
ltis ~ 111'1 comes cu of the bmker, sees me and q.ick>J goes back inside! I fJSl knew he was goilg to get a ~ so I wert in after tan. We fouc,t In there clld I kl8d 
tim. Needless to sa,, tu those ..-e r.-tler strong ~essions in fT1i nWld! I was QetOOQ weaker mertatt and ptrfsicalJ will each passi1g d.r,. I coum't trMI fflJCh i 
al. Thal last rqt I ~tet,, lost I . I recal goilg down to the road to drilk from lhe pools of wa there MI fOllld so refrestq. Arffwat, I started screarilll .a__!: 
tNA to come and get me • real Rani>o like. Wei, the next morning the place was covered wlh pifrols and they IOl.lld me along side the road. Like I said, I C(Jlj(tl't •• 
very wel; so they SUlQ me on a pole and we hited abcu two or !tree d.r,s. We've weren't M 1..- from Carmocia. Even then I wasn't "wlh r rru:h of the line cl1d l OI' 
worse before l gci better. I remember being taken to a Caff1l and jJSI. before they tl)(,j( fT1i Sel(o wifch, I looked if the dife - lhe 91h. Shep, Lou and Jin were there~ 
I beleve I was whle we were if ltis camp tu I ffla'f hiwe been if a PON Recnon some years later M I leaned M CW2 Oeo,111 W. Grega ded N rr-st ~ i'l LUU· 

arms from the tuns he'dreceHedM d.r,. Arr/Wat, the tNA keii us In a pl tu we weren't treifedbally. I mean they ddrl'tbeif us or anyhlg. I'd f.JeSSWlwerl,_. 
abcu anolher week or ten d.r,s. Arffwat, Shep and I were hcl'cly whif ~one cwd cal •escape tll'gs•I My leg was QetOOQ QanlJenous and wOlllds on tiS Id.,. 
;isl teni>le. I recal N Lou reliffled from an iterrogifion session wlh the news M in a d.r, or so he and NIIIWicld wcud be movi1g ..., the tral to the North cl1d ,.- • 
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soon IS~ inl my WotRJS were oeuer, we woua1010W. ::ue 8llOIJl,Tl 11 a Oiff or so, Lou iHI Jm ien us. 1 never saw inem ag.wi 1n1 aner mey were releaSeCI rt 1973. 
I WIS abcll dis line M two ~eel ARVN lwlgers med at OIi' ~- let me tel you lhey were some of the me~ tougiest, nastiest QltfS I have ever seen Cl' 
even heard abcu in my me lfe!I They wcud conswO/ yel and splat the NVA nl resist nl make lfe ~ in fNery w~. We caled lhem 'Hard Core' -lhey wen 
if11ressNe. Wei very soon after Jin and Lou left, these two ARVN made 11"1 escape all~ We he.wd some coomolion nl looked 14> to see lhal one of these ARVN 
Rangers had !Jab .. 'WA guard and cholcilg hin. The net of I was lhal at least one of lhese QllfS lid get ft~ nl, I think, the~ was kled. Arr(n/, wlhin ltne holn 
of the escape the 'WA had us on the move. later CUilQ a debriefilg in the Long 8m hosplal I Nned M !here was actuatf a "special ops' section where these ARVN 
Rangers were trailed nl ~en the job of beilg ~eel and then escapilg so the good ~s ccud le.m somelhilg abcu the PON caf11lS. Awa-111'1>/ the 'WA knew a 
Ille abcu dis because lhey had us Olf of the CaJf1l in nott1ilQ flat. I aso beleve someone told me M IS a r~ of the AAVN Rcrlger's escape, a rescue force cld vlsl 
N CaJf1l wlhin a short period of line • of COll'S8 we wereni there. Whal I'm abcu to tel you now Is !)lie COf18(Ue on my pat • you make 14> yotl' own nn1. I beleve 
the 'WA knew we were •goners•. I certaifi beleve I wcud have <led wlhin a short period of line nl Shep's long term prOIJl()Sis was not good. The 'WA me<lcal a11ermn 
nl c:apabllles were prinllve al besl - at least what lhey were able to ~e us. So long as Shep and I were alve, we were vaklable to them. I beleve lhey negotiated a 
prisoner IIXClwlge. A def/ or two before OIi' r~ lhey fed us reat,, wel. inckJcling some sweet pudoog I liier Nned had been made from 131 Rik. They told us I was 
iqlortn M we tel "the world' M OIi' treatmert had been good or M Lou and Jin "Wcud pay for OIi' crines'. 11is Is the reason wtP/ some of OIi' l)U>lc statemerts 
a OIi' r~ were •ar1J-wM"; we cb11 wn Lou nl Jin to suffer. NffW'I/, lhey took us to a road and told us to sla'f rvt there. Aboli two niues liier nl American 
lrUCk cttles us nl picked us 14>. I 131 rernerm« M there was 11"1 America1 in the back of I because he g;we me a cig.wette - I reatt appreciated lhall They oe us to 
a FB and we were fNaced to Plelw. We wereni there long btJ CUilQ M line several ~s from B Trp vlsled us. I remermer before dis line LT Elmidge. •fang" we called 
tin, IEed to ~e fNeryone a tad line because he was "shorr. Wei, I ~ back al hin because I knew I wcud be home in a few dcf/s nl he'd stl be there. 

Now, filat/, we let Vernon Shep;wd fiish tis story. I remember these everu pretty nu:h as ldl Kik and Mike have descrlJed tu let me add some detals. After Jin and 
I ~ moved aw~ from Kik we lid in some trees. We were so close to the Huey M cane in and ~ Kik ou M I ccud see the red dash lliU- I knew I COdd 
move fast enotqi to get to the ~ befC1'8 I left and I reatt 181 safe' in the trees vtrsus ou in the open in the cleaing. Besides M ~ was ctawing leis of fh and I 
dltl1 wn q pat of lhall After the Huey 18ft, we moved a Ille deeper ito the trees and lid a Ille beller. We heard some rusdng in the brush not r. awa, nl laler 
clsaJssed dis wlh Mb who heard the same ding M evering. We theorized M we were very close to each~ M nvt. fllil'/be 10 to 15 feet apat, tu no one aed 
cal ou to iwestig;e the SOtl'ce of the ruslq SOtlllls!! The second def/ we lid ou and hoped M the bad ~s wcud go aw~ nl the BkJes wwd rellJn.. We had 11"1 
11-16, one clp of ;mno, a ba>ionet. and one pack of Canels tu no matches. We ended 14> chewing the cigarettes and M was preay good al the line. I stl had my nomax 
gloves. In the marring nl evrilg I'd• them across the lea'ies and 11ass lid lhey fled wlh moisue, then I'd suck the waler from them. Dlmg dis line the wotllCI 
in my mouh was especlatf lrolJllesome. We had a siwje WP. Jin <1<1111 wn ID how I for fea of COl'l"C)(onising OIi' localion. so he had me stll't lidden and crawled Olf 
i1o the open na. There he waled fCI' 11"1 appropriate morneit to try to silJlill the aircraft. I remerrmer we were especial'f hopeU to altract the allnlon of a ad Dog FAC 
lhal was IUlif'lo in Iha antri<es. Fiialtf Jin popped the Pete; tu the aircraft cb11 seem to notice. They moved ft~ nl cb11 nmn. We lid again M lilt'- On the 
hd def/ we watch Iha 'WA goilg ltl'ouiti the LOHS and saw lhern nwcoog past OIi' bcaliorl wlh lhei" weapons SUlQ over lhei" shouders. We heard the fiing associaled 
wlh the II.de the ARVN Ralgers were having and knew M I was a long w~ from us - too fa to be of ~ to us. We conckJcled M we wcud have ID do somelhing on 
OIi' own and M we wcud st.i the riltt- AJ M line the best I coud do was sort of a low crawl. I'd stick the ba>ionet in the 1Jomd nl use I as a harde to ptt ""5fll 
along wlh some assistaice from my left leg even lhotqt I had been dllnaged at the very stn We crawled a long line• lid we were COff1)letetf exhaJsted. We fOllld a 
holowed Otf, dead log and slept in I l(e sort of a hcmnock. When the sm cane 14> on the fouth def/, Jin had made me a cnJch ou of banboo so now we ccud wait 
We cb11 exactt, know where to go tu we heard and saw fixed wing aircraft lancing nl headed towad lhal. We walced al def/ nl I was reat,, Sllprised M I cb11 hawe 
M nu:h pain. I was IROITTfortable and rm:ed what I thotqt was a ~ from the WOllld in my b&Jlock -M timed ou to be ~ faling <UI In Iha afternoon we 
cane ID a c:leailg M wert 14> a ta We thotqt if we ccud get on M hi, we ccud see where the aircraft were lancing nl how to get there. Jin told me to stll't in the 
lreeS nl moved OIL He ~ abcu hal w~ 14> the til and since I cb11 see an, danger, I stated wal(ing after hin. I cb11 get very fa when I heard the AKs open 14> and 
saw Jin ctop inmeclalet,. I leratt "lrledlD tide betnl a blade of !Jass". The l1elll ltilg lfel was the ITlJZZles offotl' AKs in my back nl peopleyelilg al me. I stood 
14> and lhey took me over to the edge of the c:leailg to dis 6'2", Engish speakng non-oriertal ITlcll I stl ttn he was a lusian IIIMsor. He deHetf spoke wlh ai 
accidert. My if1>resslon was M he was treated "Ike a king" - he had 15 to 20 'WA aOtlld hin M seemed very iterested in 11mg whatever he asked. AJ fist he cb11 
speak to me btJ tis look was somelhing., "We've ~ you now". filaltt he asked I he ccud do qltilg for me. I said I was lm!JY, so lhey g;we me a rtce bal. He 
asked I !hey ccud look at my WOlllds. I showed lhern nl lhey wrapped lhern for me. Then lhey stated askilg abcu "the ~ 'Pf and I led "Ma ~ w -I'm 
alone' because I hact11 seen Jin and cb11 know how he'd made OIL Evertualt/ lhey brotqt Jin over • he was OK and 11am, been tt.. 

They stated nwctilg us town the CaJf1l lhal sane da,. They iu a banboo pole between OIi' allows, lied OIi' hands in the frort nl iu a hood over OIi' heads so lhal 
we ccud orfi see the IJOtlld in frort of us. The l1elll def/, I beleve, we passed ilda lJ~ goilg the opposle ~action on the sane tral who were canyilg a himnock 
cortan1g 11"1 American. They happened to pass by close enou,jl so I ccud see in even wih the hood on. I cb11 know Mle Peterson al M line because he WIS in the 
Gms nl we cb11 sociaiZe al M nu:h wlh Gll1 pbs; mosl/ wih the Scotf pbs. So I asked Jin what M was and he told me I was Mike. Jin and I were the fist 
to arwe al the~- I WIS abcu 75'X75', StnOlllded by a banboo fence and had ltl'ee cages near the nidlle. Each cage was bul over a pl abotf ltl'ee feet deep. The 
SIIUCll6e was abcu 8x12 along the leal-tD desi!Jt. The roof was made of banboo poles covered wlh big leaves. Inside there was a stock ., aTaigemert nl we were 
locked ii I each lilt'- The 'WA cb11 treat OIi' WOlllds for the fist fotl' da,s we were there. I'd i,.iess to W 'WA staff was in the six to eve people rlllQ8. Lou showed 
14> l1elll nl then Mb -lhey 1Mt have anwed on the sane def/. I'd i,.iess the fotl' of us were together al least one tu not two weeks. After eve ARVN showed 14> !Bil 
nl lhey iu flu in each pl The "Had Cores" cane a def/ or two after Lou and Jin left. I wn to ~ sornettwig here nl now - Jin was a big, big~ to me al Ui1g 
dis period. Mq lines he ccud have dona better by hinsel tu he sla'fed wih me and took c.e of me. I 1311 ~ enotqi good things abcu hin. They fed us orfi rice 
and pe us 11"1 Americal akmiun cneen U of ta water each lilt'- We used 1tis as a td water bcGle to keep wPL We'd nb I over OIi' .wms and chest then use I 
as a plow. The nu1 def/ we'd cmk the wu. We cb11 have a~ or lllOS(JD ne1 tu I don1 remermer mosdoes beilg a problem. 0l.- nerrogator was ai onerta1 
lhal had been eciJcaled in the bes. Si1ce I was 11"1 NCO, I cb11 know nu:h abcu the rilay slUalion so lhey cb11 ask ITl"'J IJ(eSllons abcu l Most of Iha CJJe51ions 
were abcu home, the fant/, what~ lhey wore, etc. They asked me what my 1st SGT lid - I cb11 know so I answered M al I saw hin do was show movies! They 
asked what was the best place to sto at on a helco!nr - again I told them I wasni .. e,q,ert on 1tis tu suggested the nu blades. I w.med them M lhey were tad to 
tt because lhey were movilg so fast! They cane nl took picues of us a C014)1e lines. They <kJg a hole sort of in the certer of the ltl'ee cages. I was 4x4 nl abotf 8 
feel deep wlh a covered Id amost., you'd iu over 11"1 rinal trap. They used a notched log to get in and ou of the hole. 11is hole was where lhey ~ Iha Had Cores. 
Aboli dis line I was able ID wal( .wOllld a Ille so CUilQ the def/ lhey'd let me rake leaves and do odd chores. Mike was gelling worse and cb11 get ou nu:h ~ to 
releve hinsel. l1is Is how I was able to get close ID the Had CC1'8's pl They seemed., Koreais to me tu I don1 know for Stn. They motioned ID me M lhey wned 
me ID~ choke a p-d. Mike nl I tailed 1tis over, then I let them know I wasni too iterested in trying lhal. The Hard Cores caused so nu:h trOltie M the 'WA cb11 
1111 them ou of the pl - lhey even had to releve lhemseties in the et..,s lhei" food came in. 1llose ~s were IIXql!! There was 1tis pd we called "Baby face" because 
he WIS so YOll'l!J. I was OU raking leaves or somelling when the two Had Cores stated making some noise in lhei" pl. Wei Baby Face Ill tis AK 14) agailSl a tree and 
Nied over to look in the pl. Evertualt/ when he ~ closer, lhey !Jabbed hin nl ptied hin no the pl The Tlelll ltilg I knew, one of the Hn Cores had~ ou of 
the pl, !Jabbed the AK and was poiting I back no the hole. The ~ Had Core ~ ou (Jiclc>/ nl lhey motioned for us to join them ii lhei" escape. I motioned for them 
to go wlhou us because I knew Mike couctii make the Q and I cb11 wn to leave hin. I don1 recal M one of the Had Cores was kled or M lhey kled qona tu 
maybe Mike was privy to a corwerSDlf'I ii long 8m M I cb11 take p.vt in. I my ircJression M one of the debriefers in Long 8m asked I he coud bring some QltfS 
in to look al us. We said OK and soon these sane two Ha'd Cores came ii to idertily ttw we were the sane ~s lhey'd seen in the~- lrteresting, tit!? I'd i,.iess we 
cb11 sla'f ii Vietnim more lhirl a def/ after OIi' release nl were debriefed a lot. I cb11 c.e so long as lhey k~ bring me food - I was reat,, tuvv. We wert to Japai 
for a def/ then to <ifferert hosplals in the bes. I sla'fed in the hosplal abcu 30 days nl ended 14> fnshing my rislmert al M instalalion. Other IIWI the PfJN chier 
we had al the Wtie House and one crewctief M was in B Trp, I haven1 had an, cortact wih qone M was in the 7 /17th CAV. 

VHPA Meimer Bly Bon1g provides a few more deeals. When these ARVN Ralgers escaped. lhey timed themseNes in 11"1 AAVN C001)0tJ1(I and the senior America1 
IIIMsor caled us wlh the news M lhey ll"IVt hawe some information abcu OIi' people. I flew rNer there nl was told by dis U Colonel lhal I'd hawe to wal ouside. I 
salad past hin no the room where lhey were debriefing lhese IJfiS. TIYouiti lhern we obtained the fi'st 'real informmt abcu SGT ShepMd and WO Peterson tu nottq 
on the ~- They happened to make a casual staemert abcu the •one America1 bod>/ nea- the road". Tlis, of COI.IS8, was news to me. We were able to ottain some 
more specili: infomaion from them and wlhin the l1elll COl4)le dcf/s warted wlh 11"1 AAVN Cavay Id to sweep the aea. The 'WA were long gone by M line tu dis 
WIS how we fOtlld nl retrieved George Grega's bod>/. 
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On the 2001, wtile dong a VR in the An Lao VaJJey, W01 Fred A. Exner Ill of C Trp was kled when tis LOH crashed after expefienci1g a tail r<tor faiue. VHPA Mermer HayY 
Michel descriles these everts: 

I was the Sew team leaderthal day. Fred, ill experienced LOH~ was ltfilOmy wilg. He had the addiional <Uy of being the troop~ Officer. A LT Gary(?) Nelson 
had been a Cobra plot for some tine and was in the process of seeilg if he wcned to be a Scot.l He flew as Fred's Observer and I was tis fist day In a LOH. Thal day 
the AO was the northern pert of the An Lao over from LZ Engish. We were working from the ~ 110tn1 down toward the v~ floor. Fred caled thal he had jJst 
mq>erienced a tail r<tor faiue. I (Jicldy uned and S.rH tin going no the trees. He ITlJSt have had rather low forward speed at the tine because he strud have been able 
to 1ti OIJ of the area even wit10lf a tail r<tor. Jusl after the LOH ti the trees, the blades folded ICI and~ b.lTWlg. The rvt frort side of the slip ti the IJOtnl. I was 
rvt 1Ner the crash sle in seconds and even tholql ttis area was lr1)le Cil10p'/ jingle, I cwd cleartf see the wreck. There was no movemert arOtnl the wreck and ijjatf 
there was no fre. We caled for the BkJes even tholql the nearest LZ was some cistance if#~. After abott ten nwues the wreck started to btm and soon the 1111110 
started cooking off. We had to back off because of the exploding anmo. AbOIJ ttis tine we SiNi a pen flare come 1c> houi,t the trees. We clsnissed I as pert of the 
tuning anmo. A cOl4)la miues later when we S.rH ariolher pen flare, we knew someone was alve down there. We caled for a med evac wlh a P9I penetram. I 
armed and even tholql the anmo was stl exploding, they ptjed rvt 1c> to the crash sle and iu the penetrater down. LT Nelson was so baitt wlllllded that he was 
ooable to gel twnself lrto the cortraption; so the me<ic wert down. He was able to c001)lete the evacualion. No one else was tut IUilg that extraction. Later the BUls 
cld gel In and retrieved Fred's boa/. Years later I S.rH LT Nelson again in Gerrllar1'/ ftiing Cobras; so I c111 glad to ~ that he recovered from tis wOtnls. 

December· Dtring ttis morth, A Trp Waud work several dfferert AOs in northwestern II Corps and for the 3rd Bde west of Enarl. B Trp waud fnshing 1C1 Is work for the 1st 
Bde's Operation SPREAGINS WHITE in the Bill Me 11m, Bu Prang area C Trp worked the An Lao V~ and Crows Foot area, weather permlting, or else they worked tbe low 
lalds against the VC. D Trp C001)1eted the Enarl to Chea Reo convoy sea,ty assi!Jlmer1s, then corw:ted search and destroy missions and served as a reait, reaction force 
for A Trp. On the 11Wl, WO Peterson and SGT Shepard of B Trpwerefreedbythe NVA relatHetf near a 45thARVN ~ sie near Due Lap. Theywerecapuedbythe NVAclling 
the battle on 2 NIN descrlled earler. The Pacific Stars and~ dated S.Uday, Dec 13, 1969 carried picues of them onthefrortpage. The paper ~s that Peterson's hi! 
and fouth toes on tis left fo<t were nissing and he suffered frai,nertalion wOtnls In the left knee. Shepard was descri>ed as having ~ frai,nerUlon wOtnls or the rt,jt 
fo<t and or the blGock. They were the 28th and 29th U.S. prisoners to be released by the Cormuists. 

v .. End su.nm.y . ~ most of ttis year, the lne troops were opconed OIJside the Sqm. The Sqcti remanid based al Enarl and corfilJed to make 01Jr1Nemerts to h 
facilles there especially In the ai'craft malrtermce area A Trp spert abOIJ half Is tine workilg the Oak To/ Kormn area and provided considerable~ for 1he 24111 sn. 
The olher half of Is tine waud be given to the 4th Inf especialy in the An Khe area B Trp ~ed TF Sotfh for the fist half of the year, worked OIJ of C~ Enarl for a few 
morths before moving to Bill Me TkD for basicat/ the rest of the year to ~ the 23rd ARVN lrterests in that area now that the 4th lnl no longer operated lhere. C Trp wked 
OIJ of C~ Enari for the frst 1011' morths, then moved to AA Son to SllJPOl1 the 173rd and the 4th Inf for the rest of the year. Basicat/ the Sqm cortroled HHT and D Trp for 
most of the year. The sluation of haYing the AC Ts opconed OIJ was serious>, reviewed after the 2 Nov battle and chariges were made to rell.m to the tradlional ACS confi1Jn1ion. 

1970 

The pnnary SOll"ce materials for ttis year are: For A Trp, a 29 page AUHS prepared by W01 Charles E. Snwh, Ill. For B. c. and D Trps; nothilg. For the ScJmon: a 48 page 
OR-LL for the period 1 NOVttTouiti 31 JAN, a 43 page OR-LL for the period 1 FEBhoui,t 30APR. a 32 page OR-LL for 1 MAYttToui,t31 JUL, and a 32 page OR-LL for 1 AUG 
houi,t 31 OCT. The last two OR-Lls cortained some accidert smmaries wtich are inckJded in ttis narratHe. An 8 page tr~ of the debriefing of L TC De France in Sep. 
1970 for historical pupose. 

Jnay • Dlmg ttis morth, A and B Trps Sl.W()rted 1he 2nd Bde in Operation PUTltAM POWER northeast of An Khe. C Trp worked the An Lao v~ and Crows Foot area. 
weather pemjling. else worked the low lands against 1he VC. D Trp also Sl.lll)Orted the 4th Div wlh road searty assi1J1ner1s between C~ Radciff at AA Khe and mbase 
Erneia as Wei as working the c~ Enari TAOR. On the 5th, A Trp's Sews fOtnl and engaged a large eneITTf elemer1; kling we and captLling fOtJ" AKs. On the 71h, A Trp 
inserted lhei' Bues no a fortified lving area. They captu"ed some clothes, medcal SICIJ)ies. AK arm10, and food pkJs 11 suspects; then the GIIIS destroyed the struc1lnS. ~ 
the 8th. ill A Trp LOH was shit down, crashed and totalt tuned. The pb and observer escaped and were medevaced. The Gms worked the area, then the Trp screened for 
a rifle C0qlarP/ alreait,' in the area They fOtnl a large lulker corrc>leX cl1d made cortact wlh ill estinated NVA C001)arrf. The C&C's crew ctief was wOlllded and evaced 
when the stip suddenti took a voley al eneITTf fre. The BkJes were inserted cl1d fOtnl runerous caves and silJ)s of recertt, enerrr, living there. One NVA was_.. ~ 
the 11th, A Trp's BkJes were inserted after the ScOIJS and GIIIS made cortactwlh ill estinated NVA platoon inlhei' base~- The BkJes kledwe NVA and capindtwoAKs. 
one pistol, and one 51 cal. They swept ltlu the area agai1 prior to extraction and fOtnl a large (Jlartl}' of raw cotlOI\ a W8MJII mactn, some food and a 30 cal On the 121h, 
A Trp's BkJes were inserted in cnitler base~. ~e wlh lidden bttilgs and detained 28 people pkJs ill M-1 and some food. On the 2ml, A Trp fOtnl a large sleeping 
area OCCt4)ied by ill NVA platoon. The Gut kled 1011' and the Scow kled bee. On the 26th, A Trp fOtnl ~ NVA platoon's~ and kled 1011'. On the 29th, A Trp made 
ill assessmert of a large lltlefy strlte and fOtnl fu more NVA to kl. 

VHPA Mermer Tom Perm« remermers: Some Vietnam everts stand OIJ in 011' minds more thar1 olhers. The acccut I c111 abott to relate Is VMDL Y ETCHED In nr, rnernuy. 
I was a Gut lean leader for C Trp at the tine and used the name 'The Pacemaker" on the ra<los. We habllJatt stage OIJ of LZ Two Bis and waud refuel and rearm al Ll 
Upifl. Ttis was late 69 or &arti 70 when C Trp's main AOs were In cl1d arOtnl the AA Loa V~. My wing thal day was CWO Charles Alex.nler - 'Sober Charle' we caled 
tin. I lted having tin on my wilg because yoo crud •~s depend on lwn to be al the rvt place al the rvt tine and you cictt1 have to spend a lei of tine aplaiWlCI 
how to harde a sluation. We were retlming from covering a LRRP that had been in cortact wel ICI in the v~. Whie C1Nering these LRRPs, we had expended everydilg 
except for the OIJboard 'seven shot' pods wtich cortained nals. n was (Jiet • eertf (Jiet when a falrt sOtnl SlJddenti CclTl8 on the raclo. I was so falrt in facl, 1111 I 
asked Charle I he crud make I OIJ? Negative. Then. in a Ille lotJd« wtisper, a voice fled wlh tears and fear pleaded for ~- GOD! What a sOtnl. Once you'Ve heard 
that wtisper you know someone has bad guys very close by; Ill the tears and fear tel you they are in very serious trill.tie! I was from arlOCher LRRP lean SllTOlllded an 
ttTee sides by a VC C0qlarP/ and a sheer clff to the west The LRRPs coumi move in illy csection and the bad IJl'/S were closing In siowt, Ill SU"eli/. I uplailed ID 
them in a wtisper that al we had were nals. l'I never know wtTt I is when you receive a wtisper, you trarisri wlh a wtisper!I The LRRP said they were holed ICI in some 
rocks at the top of the ciff and CIUlil1 move. I explained that we wereni SICIJ)OSed to use nals close to frierdes. They said: 'The bad IJJYS are wlhln 50 metars aid 
closing - so we're dead I you don1 and may be dead ir you do. We'd rather take OtJ" chcl1ces wlh you.• I asked Charle what he ttnqi and he said he'd do wtiatever I 
decided. So I !old the LRRPs to gel behild and mder the rocks and report when they were rea<tf. They said: 'My men are alrea<tf mder the rocks Ill taking fre from~ 
sides • smoke is OIJ!' I said we'd make 011' MS at tree top level from the SOIJhwest to northeast. break left and try to pop the nals p;t over the rocks and lrto the tree llnl. 
I reminded them that the red aibome smoke woud in<lcate the nals had popped. I ttnqi my frst pass was too long and asked them abott l They sakt 'Cwml1181. 
Heard some nals tnle across the rocks. The VC ~ shooting at us and started shooting al you thoui,1. • I said we'd cortiul as long as we crud, firing art/ one pai eadl 
nn so they strud ~ low, and that ttis tine we'd try the east and sOl.Ch hall. We ~ed for the nelli rm and asked how we'd done. 'You're doing 11eat Ill lherl's • 
btn:h working along the clffs from the north towards us.• So we~- and asked how'd that look? 'I looks - OH#@$& (he yeled In pain) good. (slence) (deeP 
deafening slence!)' I asked I they were hi and almost dreaded the c11Swer. 'No - the d.rmed smoke gii ticked by anal • roled down the rock against my leg cl1d blJnld 
the hel OIJ of me!' Boy, I was reieved to Ilea" that. Then I asked ir they were reait, to move because we had µ;a eoolql 3(TWOO left to cover lhei' break and we~, 
nise illyfflOre GIIIS. We suggested they try to move SSW along the top of the clff. They caled when they were reaa,- to move. Charle made a hot pass and I rnadl • 
CUM'Pf. Then we made some more hot and <klmP/ passes Ill saved one last pair each 'µit in case'. FinatJ we asked how they were doing. 'We're dong fine. Wei 
cortnJe down the Iii to the sOl.Ch.' We cormJed to play CUMrf and asked for them to report when they were clear. A few miues later they said: 'We're clear ro,t. 
THANKS. We wwd have been dead if you ham1 stopped to help us.• We were both 10 miues lrto the 20 miue ~ so we fred the last pair and when tiome. YOU 
know, we never heard from thal LRRP team agail. Perhaps they made I home. I hope so. I do know they made it ttl"Olql one more day rue to a c Trp Cobra tean aid I 
was proud to have been there. 

February • Dlmg ttis morth A Trp SICIJ)Orted wlh 4th Div in the general vicny north of An Khe along the SUoi Kon river and northwest in the Song Ba v~. On the 1st 1 

prisoner escaped from a neartrt NVA PON~ and gave himself ICI to A Trp's BkJes that had been inserted to recon ill area shit ICI by the GIIIS. The lrtelgence ttis ~ 
provided led to the location of two NVA PON ~s. ill NCO tramg school. and a medical tramg school. For the frst ten days. B Trp worked to the north of An Khe In the~ 
Som and Song Con rwer areas. Em~ !hick vegetation and r0191 terrain ~ed observation efforts tu the troop was able to find several eoerrtf complexes cl1d ~ 
rOIJes. Several cortacts were made wlh S(JJad sized elemerts. Cuing ttis ertie morth. C Trp SI.W()l1ed the 173rd Abo in the general An Loa v~ area Thai" prmay ~ 
was to lrterlicl enerrr, movemert from the moutain base areas to the popuated coastal plarls. D T rp COfmJed conoocting search and clear operations arOtnl the Care> CJ,.. 
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October - On the 1st, D/2/1 Cay was redeS9lc'ed K Trp, 17th 1w Cay illd for the fist ha! of the rncnh corfuled to work w of PtB1 Tiiet ~ tlis me morai, C Trp agail 
Sl4ll)Ol'ted the 173rdAbn .vOtlld LZ English. From the 3rdlhr01q1 the 91h, B Trp worked the Kor11Jn Till Cill .vea tu w~ restricted their oper.mlS. On the 4th, C Trp had 
1 LOH shot down l'f 51 cal whie observing a la"ge brier~ ~ the aew eldraction, the GlllS observed seven INA fleeilg the .vea illd kled them. On the 1001, B 
Trp WOfted oti of PtlJ Hiep agail for the da'f. [nerJ1f acwty in the .vea was heavy as evidenced l'i the tieavtt trayeled trais illd fimWlQ in the renw .veas. 22 enem, strudll'es 
were deslroyed l'f B Trp elemefts illd the ARVN ARP was inserted to sea.re a downed LOH. Ttis pllfoon worked ve,y wel illd the art/ ~ encwtered was Ila they had 
some~ re-eftefing the Lift~ IUilg the eldraction. Ttis problem was alevialed l'f admlQ str~ to the Hue'is as hand holds to upedle rHrtry. On the 1001, A Trp 
worked west of Tilt Hoa illd fOtlld a la"ge brier conl)lell The GlllS illd Scotts worked the il'ea al da'I, destroyed the ~illd kled one INA. On the 11th, K Trp's LOHs 
recewecl &e illd their GlllS upended reding in three KBA. On the 131h, whie Sl.l)l)0(1ilg the 1/50 Mech, K Trp received fie IUilg ill LZ prep. From the 1 Slh lhr01q1 the 251h, 
B Trp kled ten tNA whie ~ the 47th ARVN 1rt sotih illd sotihwest of FSB Oasis In seach of elemefts of the 958 INA Reg. On the 1!iltl. a 8 Trp Cobra was shot down 
illd 1hey used A Trp's 8kJes intiat, to S8Cll'8 the ai'aall. D Trp sert fotl' gll1 jeeps to releve the ARPS illd they ~ded the ai'aaft lDi I was lfted W the next ITIOfTW1g. 0n 
the Hill. ai A Trp LOH received heavy AW fn. M striles were erJ1llcrted r8Slting In a secondary e,q,losion rising 2000 feet above the !JOtlld. The 8kJes were Inserted tu 
CIUd md ~ ~ered docunerts in the a-ea Laler in the morGl, A Trp inserted Is 8kJes to recover the bo<les from a 4th Div aircraft Ila had been shot down on the 20h. 
From lhe 17th lDI the end of the morai, K Trp worked north or Dalal. On the 22nd, A Trp's Scotts observed ill enem, ~ The 8kJes were inserted, made cortact illd 
mcchaiged &e. Due to bad w~. the llkJes were eldract after they had swept the a-ea illd destroyed some eqliprnert illd rice. On the 3001 K Trp stood down for redeploymert. 

Nnemblr • On the 2nd. A Trp's C&C received fie whie they were wo,mg on AO sotiheast or PlelaJ. After the GlllS illd Scotts worked the .vea. the 8kJes were Inserted tu 
no tt.1her enemy cortact was made. On the 3rd. A Trp's Scotts fOtlld a btnered storage ~ west or Care> Erlill. The Scotts took fie illd the GlllS fied 1,11 lhe .vea. 
One tNA was kled then ill airstrle was used. There were seconday miploslons illd cuilg the BDA. ten more bocies were auted. On the 5ltl. A Trp's C&C recetied In from 
a la"ge enemy c~. Ther GlllS destr17ted 14 hootches in one ~ illd 12 more in ardler pkJs some clothes illd rice. Soon after tlis. A Trp mewed to fltlcll Rang 
to begil oper.mlS in the Dalal, Song Mao, PtB1 Rang .vea December. On the 41h, A Trp fOtlld runerous btners illd seme fV1ing poslioos ne.v Song Mao. The Gms 
!ted ~ lhe a-ea illd kled two. On the 81h, A Trp worked ill .vea ~ sotih of Song Mao when a ScotJ ~ aashed into 150 foot trees. W01 John Bryn was pilled inler 
the atcraft and tied. The copb, lhotQl i;l'ed. was seen w walkilg a-Otlld. One man was inserted to~ the downed aew. They estinaled the LOH was doing abcu 90 
krm when I crashed. A smal ARVN force was inserted to check the a-ea They reported the LOH had been ti l'i smal illl1S fre illd was a lllll loss. The bcxti, rados, weapons. 
etc. were exlracted mmg a heavy rain storm. SIi ,_ Song Mao on the 11th, A Trp's Scotts receive smal .vms fre illd lllCOVered several fax holes. trais, ~ poslions 
illd cloltq. The C&C recBHed fie as wel illd the GlllS shot 1,11 the a-ea From al allisting evidence a l)llf00fl stze VC had been used tlis a-ea tu no conl'mled enem, bocles 
were fOlPI. On the 19th, cuilg a VR, ill A Trp LOH took a sect ti from a 840 rocket. The smse<µn explosion kled WO AYOII N. llalelll illd tis observer. Al~ 
was sectl'ed l'i ill ARYN c,Otlld 1111. The enem, was engaged on the c,Otlld illd l'i the GlllS. The bocies were eldracted l'i the C&C illd l'i the end of the da'f lhe ARYN Id 
was also exlr.-:ted IDier eldremet, hazadous condlions. 

, .. End Summary - 1970 coud be mnmed 1,11 in one word, Vietnanizalion. The ACTs were inaeasil!tJ inviwed in~ the ARYN lecrn aboti At Cayay illd In~ 
ARYN operations. The battles .vOtlld Dak To, Ben Het. illd Dak Seang pkJs the C.vnbocicll oper.mlS were clea ~ of VielrBTizalion. 

1971 

The pmay SOll'C8 malefials for t1is yea .ve: For HHT, a Yearbook tiled 71-72 An Son wflich incules aboti ten si!Jifica1 pages. For A Trp, 115 page AUHS prepaed 1'i 1 LT 
Da'IP. Siona. For 8, C, illd D Trps, Idling. For the $cpl. a 16page Com>al Operation After Actioo Report for the period 20-24• illd 3-14 May for the ai' assdportiond 
Operation MANG HO. 

Jnay - DlDlg tlis morai, A Trp ~ the 451h Rei, 23rd ARVN ci Bai Me Ttld. There were no si!Jifica1 sqmg or reports it the eartt part of the yea. On the 251h. 
CPT Alred Hie was forced to make a precuionafy lildlg 14 mies sotihwest of Bai Me Tild whie on a VA. Late in the morGl, the S<pt HQ was spl from Is ht 1roops. 
The lroops were assi(Jled to vclious ba1taions witwl the 17th CAG wtW! HQ illd HHT mewed from Care> HolowcPJ to Clti Nhon cly ai' field. VHPA Meniler EfTie Smart provides 
a criical ilsqt to these everts: 

Those were chalengrlg tines for eve,yone in the 7/17 Cav. Let me sort of pait a pidln of whal was gong tfl'01q1 my IIWld illd COL Joe Staker's, lhe CO or the 17 CAG. 
Fwsr, si1c:e the S<pt had been in Vlelnam I had Nl'JS erpJed a close working relalionship with the 4th Div. They inculed us in most or their 0P8f.ml5, generat/ used 
~ Cavay in ill appropricfe mamer, illd provided us wlh Infamy illd Artle,y SLWOfl when we needed l We certaitt prO'lided them wlh "fl/es" pkJs a ve,y fledJle. 
ready reaction force. They, it 11m. 'sayed 011' collectrie asses• several lines when we "bl off nu:h more thill we CIUd chew". When the 41h Div stood down In eartt Dec. 
•cu big friend' was gone illd wlh I the old SIU CJJO. Second, since the 7117th and the 41h had been good for each Olher; I seemed nalll'al to beleve Ila puting Ille 
7/17111 illd wlh crdtler lll'ge ri woud be a ve,y good idea The Koreans had the last major Aled corooat ris in II Corps. They SIi reqia-ed, illd receHed, considerable 
a ~ We knew I woud lake considerallle "trarilg" illd 'patience" on bolt1 l)ll'tS for the 7117th illd the ROKs to fi together wel, tu Ila is whal we set oti to do. 
nn, m.q serior American COfllTiillders in II Corps illd the 1st Avn Bde beleved the ARYN woud ha'ie a lifficl.l line holoog their own. We wated to Jd down cu 
presence (illd therefore V\hrablly) it lhe •wt,ing .veas• such as Plelw. We were detemined to SLWOfl the VllllnclTizalion effort illd we were SIi inler orders to~ 
tad- jJst don't loose people". Fot.rlh, the S<pt was *ealti "spl 1,11" illd had r~ become ill ACS for al of U Corps. A Trp was al PtB1 Rang illd seemed desliledlD 
slat In souhem II Corps. One ACT had to slat al Plelru illd Ila proved to be 8 Trp. C Trp was *ealti al An Sorl, so they were 011' norlheastem II Corps •represerfaes". 
Poor D Trp c:oum't be used as a c,Otlld Cayay troop at'rf more: ill infre<µlft coo,a, escort illd emergency "bid down" react, reaction force were lhe best nissions lheY 
c:oud hope for. They were basicatf al Holowl'/ had for perineter sewty illd drew al sorts of craJlP'i Ille detals. Artfwl'J, intiat, Clti Nhon aifield looked good becaJS8 
I had Im of room there $ft to the 223rd CAB. There was •eactt a space problem al An Son. So we moved to Clti Nhon cly. 

The 61s1AHC illd Is sister AHC, the 129th, were allachedtothe 7llthcuilgJney as part of the meweto Clti Nhon. BolhAHCs had been based al Lane for some line. VHPA 
Meniler Rod l>/khouse descri>es these lines as folows: 

I DEAOSed in Ml'/ illd recal Ila the 61 st was allached to the 7117th it Joey. N. frst I was pmwiy for adrTWl l)ll'llOSeS. The 61 st was bas1catf in:hillged in Ille 
operalional sense except Ila we stll'ted st,l)pOlling ris other thill the 173rd Abn. We had pmwiy ~ them IUilg 1970. We stll'ted ~ Koreal alll 
ARYN ris, illd doing a Iii more work it the Cemal H9Ulds .v0tlld Pleiw, the tri-b<wder .vea. illd even ito C.vroocla We SIi operaled prinirif wlh other 61 st airer• 
tu not excklsNetf. Officialy we were 'CAV' tu on a ri level, not nu:h changed. I'm stn you know whal I meai when I SI'/ Ila a person eiher loved the hals illd sa1Mn 
or llou!tf they were a blllch of !lll1 ho id<n. Suddert, the 61 st, who had never been 'CAV' before, was allached to ill ACS illd was 'part of the 'CAV''! We elev~ 
a Sl'Jilg •H you ca,'t beal 'em. joit 'em!• The 61 st sert abolJ 501, of 011' assets north to SLWOfl LAM SON 719. The sefior ACs wlh less thill 90 da'fs. along wlh al 
~ runber of peter pl(n, slated ci Lane illd covered al the ITISSions Ila lhe me COIT1)at"f had covered before. We flew 011' tuts off - puting it 15-18 hotl' cSaVSI 
The 61 st's priMy AO was from Clti Nhon north to aboti the I Corps lne along the coastal plains illd along QL 19 to An Khe, lhe a-ea a-Otlld Plelcu illd lhe Tri-border ... 
CUW1Q eat,, 1971 . The two Lift pllfoons were stalioned al illd flew from Lane wlh ill occasional RON al Plelru. The Glll pllfoon was st..aoned al illd flew from LZ Engl:Sfl. 
abcu 60 NM north. I remember one good story from tlis line fr.me. I was f>Jing C&C wlh a L TC illd tis RTO it the back. We were droppilg phougas (~ 55 ~ 
druns al a line) from a Chinook on suspected VC localions. We'd let I soak ito the holes, C3'ies, tiding places, etc. for a~ miues; then ftt over I illd have the~ 
gamer 19t I wlh tracers. We JU the fifth drop Ila da'f ito some elephat c,ass illd rvt on aboti 12-15 tiding IHs. Wei, they'd ateact, seen 011' previous drops .... 
knew exadl'f whal was coning next; so they J.fl1led 1,11 illd stll'ted nnq. I inmedaletf dove on them illd told the aewctief to l!1t I RIGHT NOW, which he dd. °" 
two p oti of the fire bal illd one or them was jJst covered wlh blazing phougas. He art/ made I aboti 25 feet before colapsing. The other IJJY was nnq doWll 1tiS 
trail so I stll'ted hovemg down the tral betind tin whie we took tll'ns wlh 011' 38s. The colonel c,abs tis RTO's 16 illd holers for the RTO to hold on to tis bet He pl'5 
one foot oti on the skid, the other knee on the floor illd stll'IS shooting al the ti. He l1llS oti of iVIITIO, so the RTO ~es tin another clp illd he pw bolt1 feet cd on 
lhe slcid. He l1llS w again. gets another clp illd moves fll'thl!f forw.vd. Ttis 'Pl is so excled to adlJat/ see a tH w in lhe open illd ha'ie ill M16 it tis haldS- W~ 
after a few more clps he is adlJat/ stillmlg on the skid cap otiside my door shooting!! He tll'ns to me illd Sl'JS, lhr01q1 my window wlh a big IJil on tis face. "isn't ltiS 
~eal!!' Wei, we managed to shoot the tH illd get the Colooef back inside the aircraft; then we wert back to base for kn:h. 

Fellfuay - On the 3rd, A Trp was allached to the 1001 CAB localed al Dong Ba Tm illd stilled Is Slfl)ort to the 23rd ARVN's elemerts it the Song Mao .vea The niSSiCJl1S 
assi!J)ed to the ACT also changed. Wille they woud SIi perform r~ 1w Cav VR type ITISSions, they were assqied more base Care> ~ sewty and reaction fofC8 tYP' 
missions. The 11th was schecUed as a maitena,ce down da'f for A Trp; tu al noon fltlcll Rang Base Opns re(JJeS(ed fie Sl4ll)0rt when two rocket lalllchers illd one 122ff'II 
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,ockel were reported by nelligence SOlfces. Two Cobras were s«t and deslrated the rocket sle. On the 151h. A Trp was forced to work the flat lalds northwest ol Smg Mao 
~ of I-qi winds. One LOH recei'ied fie and the GlllS lied in the •ea wth ldnown re$ljs, On the 27th, A Trp's GlllS provided cl'med escort for an exlradion done IJrf 

111 24 71h Med. Bolh the medeYacs nl the GlllS took fie bu no damage. The GlllS expended lllder the comol of the MACV a!Msors on the i,<Uld. 

The Sqdn staff was gellilg accustomed to lhei new role and VHPA Meni>er Torn Gat,,eai provides ttis ilsqt: In late Feb or eil'tf M• I worked pmq ii the nisslon 
coruol c«ter of the Sqm S-3 at ~ Nhon ai1ield. As a resi.t of the fal OtJ from the Mal Lal fiasco, there was a comrncl'ld poky to Y,r hiestigate the cialnstnes 
whenever there were CHian ijJies aleged to hale been caused by American forces. As I recal, a Cobra had acciderutf lied a rocket near a IIDa vlage on the beach 
somewhere generatt nor1h of~ Nhon and east of Bu Cat. I can no longer recal the exact reason for the accideftal nisfie. Unfortlllaletf, the rocbl lil'lded.,.. whn 
a YOUlll boy, abOtJ fcu yeil's okS, was pla'/ilg nl he receHed a strapnel laceralion on one of tis cattes. I was assii,ied to~ hiestlgate ttis maa•. Tor.-, rm itervlew 
wtnesses. I was ISSVled wth the sane •1(1 Cason" ScOtJ that served wth A Trp IUilg the 8 Aug 1970 engagemert. By ttis line A Trp's BklBs no longer needed hin ii 
Ifs prinay mission and we had developed a good friendship. When I iterviewed the ctwd's mother abOtJ what had happened, she was SllJ)rlsed ltlat I was ti1Q .-. 
rrwestigaln. TlrOlVl the nerpreter, she told me ii SIJ>stcW1Ce: that she knew that what had happened was an accideft; ltlat the plot <1mi mean to stm the rocbl; n 
N she hoped that we wOUQ'li p!lish or make the plot cVVY for what had happened becaJSe I we <Id, she was afraid ltlat the plot mi,t not come back and r.-, imect 
lhem from the VC. I hale no reason to beleve the 'Kl Cason" ScOtJ was sayilg words I wcned to hea'. The look on ltlat WOl'TIMl's face and the CICllllStn:es ol ltlat 
clsc:ussion, are among lhose evns of rrtt tiu in Viecnam that •e kldeibti etched in rrtt recoleclion. Even ttnvi I had previoustf stCIP(ll1ed wholeheil'lectf Id! the 
general mission of cu .-med forces ii VietMn, nl the specific: missions of the 7f71h C.w, I knew what we were doing in Vletnan was nit(. 

Lal Song 719 / Dewey Can,on 11- We hale been ableto leil'nthat bee differert Iris from the 7/171h Sl.W(llted ttis operation. The most vlslJle was C Trp nldmaplols 
d be desatled in some delai. B Trp, from PlelaJ, ~ runerous ARVN operiDlflS several des into Laos as sort of a 'sotihem flri/ NVA clslracllon efforr for the mail 
frUS1 along QL 9. CIITer-, details ol 8 Trp's activlies .we rd Wei known. Filaly, HHT s«t at least one, and maybe more, smal delactmerU to Dong Ha to provide S-3 n1 
5-4 type SlCJl)Olt. Again details of these HHT activlies .we not C11Ter-, Wei known. Anfw'6f, eq ii the nml\ C Trp moved to~ Tri nl was anachedto the 223rd CSA8 
• pat of lhe ~ for LAM SONG 719 / Dewey Cqon II. For those ltlat know or care. the 223rd was a fbled wilg CSAB. As pat of the~ to Sl4JPOrt tlis llrga opnlon, 
.. 1st Avn Bde 11m, wart too ITlcl1f of Is assels i;ven to the 101 st Abo for several reasons. So ttis is how, C Trp nl sevwal dta 1st Avn 8de helcola tl1ls were assilJ18d 
ID I s&ac:hed Yff1Q c:oomand. A1 least two weeks prior to the move. C Trp had been i;ven a wamg order ltlat they COdd be momg from Lni. C Trp d had a 'IV det" • 
Lall, and ta mait8M1Ce nl 1orw.wd (rear)• wrud be at ~ Tri, wt.e U.1orw.wd (forw•d)' woud be at Khe Sam when ltlat base was re-eslalllshed. VHPA Menters 
Don P\rss and Dave Ferrel i;ve us a good pidln of ttis period. 

Don provides: As mertioned previoustf, C Trp had known for some tine we woud be momg iu operalions nl rnaiteMlce bases from Lni for a~. tu none 
the less mended, period of line. We were even told what to take and how to pack. Finaly the orders Cil'l1e down and we moved to~ Tri 1&111 ldl i,Ollld nl ai 
COl'WO'fS. I remecooer plGilg iu cUfel bai;JS ii the LOHs pkJs cu weapons bu very Ille nno. We were assilJled a p.wtialtf c:onstructed ctti'en's hoslial to tte In. 
There was a helopad for ttis hosplal JJSl off the aifield at ().mg Tri. OW fl!tt hand manenanc:e •ea was on the aifield, wltin walkilg clslln:e from ttis hospbL 
The c:onc:rete floors, the half wals on the merior and the wooden roof were fnshed bu rd nu:h else. Over the nlDII few dcrfs. C Trp woud rig lCI a~ sysllrn wlh 
power stpd bV a generator IUSide, move ii some cm and a Ille flllme, and use a water buffalo pned Oti frort for water. I wasni hea¥en, tu I was bellS than 
at Khe Sam! Once the Khe Sam base was re-estabished, C Trp was assi!Jled a smal •ea on the very northern edge of the perineter. II was rlltt arr the aclMI RIIW­
-rit a few feel separated cu acran Pil'D1II •ea from the main fixed wilQ ru1W'6f. When we IP there, they had JJSl fiished c:lecli1g that section ol mes nl mexploded 
ordinance. I dwlt the IUJW'6f was lllJSable becaJSe there were Rlcl1/ holes in l There was wreckage nl jn everywhere! I was a scary place!! Wendel Moore and 
I were assilJled a sooy two man blner. We iu some wood from rockel boxes down to keep us off the nul. sec IC) iu cm and sleli there in cu sleepilg bags. We were 
~ or the perineter defense • andher scary lhoulit! No one was llilWf wth these lving c:ordlons so I )oiled several dta Sc:OtJs to dg a naw six man tuts. We 
11m, hawe rruch more space per person. tu we were able to get cu cm in there. I especialti remermer the rats ltlat lved IJlder the palets 111 the loor • by were big 
as house 135!! We snllagged iu blner wals to keep the nul in place. Al niltt we'd 'borrow- some or the asphal covered auniun panels from the nllW- for h 
floor and the roof. In the nlDII d'6f or so the engileers woud replace the ones we'd 'borrowed' nl we~, get I ltrOlJ!tl normal SLCJPt, c:hn1els. so what the heck. 
We p.i lhe aurwun p.wlels on the snl>agged wals, then a tert to keep the rail OtJ and finat/ leis of Scldlags. By ll'IOfl'q we hoped no one COdd fnl 1hose panels I 
11ey cane lookilg for them. The wecllher was bad nu:h of the line and I was cold there. fforn lrtf pon of view, I'd S'6f most of C Trp's missions were tndional VRs on 
the VieCnaneSe side aromd Lan Vieng, Khe Sam and back to Dong Ha or along the two mail roads used to Sl4JPOrt these bases. We oc:casionaltt saw AA f'f nl even flak 
ii Vielnllll. Nlill'aitt we were trying to keep the NVA H'6f and looked for Ifs rocket Iris. Whenever we'd fnl sornethilg nereslilg, I rec:el'led an NC ui,t er someltilg 
appropri.fe. I hale several picues taken from atop iu btner of ah of 8-52 deivered borms. Aft• the ttd d'6f ol operations ii Laos, lhe 6s wereni used there nu:h 
anymore. Tha Is a long story 1Jrf lsel - how the~ arrived at that decision and who paid for l Alrfw'6f, 1hat was fine wlh me. I know cu GIiis provided considerable 
~ ii Laos bu I c1on, hale q details of tta Oh, yes, wtie at Khe Satl I had JJSl lfted off on an ash & trash nission when I lost the tal rem. 1 iu the aicrall down 
jJSl OtJside the permeter, in a nn field; bu kJCkt1 no one was tut I realy l(ed being a Sc:otJ and loved ftfilg the 6. I was known as •Shaky" bec:aJSe I was alwar,s 
nervous ii the mormg. I ~, eat breakfast on the mornings I woud ftf • I JJSl cimi sta,- down. ftnrf, lhluj1, when I IP to the acran nl stated the preflltl. I 
sealed rvt down and fel file again. I wwd ftf ScOtJ for 10 morths llial. 

Nowwe1 hear from Dave Ferret lttri I was C Trp's fist new plot after they moved IC)llDfthto SlW(llt um Song 719. I was processedhOlJ!tl Dong Ha l'f the 223rd 
wlh abOtJ 5 OJYS and assi!,1ed to C Trp wlh ttis tal 6'6', skiff/ EM. We IP a ride to <kJ.rlg Tri and MIit to C Trp's hosplal bttilg descrl>ed IJrf Dan Puslw. I clmli 
hawe arr, TASO gea (sleepingbag, etc.) at the tine. Theytold meto JJSl sleep in someone's cu and ltheyCil'lle back, gotoandher one. Alrfw'6f, abOtJ11¥sec:ondrilit 
there I heard ttis loud, si1gle std jJsl OtJside the bttilg. I was dart and I c:ertanJ cimi go iwesligate the noise. The 1'111111 ll'IOfl'q at breakfast, I leaned ltlat ttis ta1. 
skilny, new OJY had sin tinsel! Welcome to VlelMl'I, Dave!! AbOtJ the 251h of Feb, I IP to Khe Sam n111¥ fi'sl d'6f there was halt/ llle'Vnli I'd pss C Trp had 
•eaitt been there abOtJ a week or ten d'6fs. C Trp's .wea was relativ~ near the ATC tower and they had a loud speaker atlached to the tower ltlat C3Tied the tower 
C01111Uic:ation. I sort of wandered down there to see what was going on. A Cobra was cormg ii ltlat had been sin lCI pretty bad and lnled on the nllWW,. A med 
team came rNer and took the WOll1ded back seater H'6f . I watched the c:o-piol get OtJ of the frort seat nl no the back seat. The tower warted the Cobra moved arr the 
RIWcl'/ rvt H'6f so they c:wd land the fixed wilg traffic. C-1305 were lnir1g and tnODlQ ARVN at r~ nervals. There were trucks waling to pick them lCI and 
ctwe them to where ever. I rementier seeilg one 2 1/2 ton wth abOtJ 1 O guys in the back nl n,lher- 20 waling to load. I had no c:crwas top, JJSl the wooden sides and 
seals. Anfw'6f, as ttis wOUlded Cobra moved along side ttis truck. he roost have lost the tal nior or somelti1g. bec:aJse I crashed. One of the mail rem blades slced 
lholql lhese ARVN. Khe Sam was alw'6fs a c1JSty place and I can remember nRW1Q tow.wds ttis i,eat bal ol clJst to see 11 COdd ~ - Leu ol citiers came as wel. 
Ftmy, at the A1lata Rell1ion, Dan and I were tal<ilg ttis OYer and he said he also wert to ~. bu I cimi see tin there. The fist lhilg I Cil'l1e on was the klwer half ol an 
ARYN solcier, so I passed ltlat IC) and fOIJlll several more dead and irped. My ltlotqfs were to by to i;ve 1st Aid to qone who needed I bu I was shocked to see 1hat 
1he ~e ARYN were busy ~ ltlemsewes to whatever was in the pockets and belongilgs of the dead! I decided ltlat maybe the ARVN cimi need q r.-, from rm. 
Wek:ofne to Vietn.m, Dave!! Someone ~ ttis LT pili from the wrecked Cobra. I c1on, Itri he was i'ped ii ttis crash. Some yeas later I beleve I leil'ned ltlat ttis 
LT cled later in tis tiu. Ttis sane d'6f. I flew rrtt fist nission • forget abOtJ ari oriertation ~ or a c:hec:11..fide; I was Cobra cµillied and that was good ernJdt. I was 
the frort seater for Dave LillCaster. He was on tis second tcu and had been in C Trp for some tine. He was a good Gm pili and lunarl beilg. I~ ftfilg wlh tin. 
On that nission. we were stl usilg the lllle bids in Laos. We flew past ll 31, wtich was the western most ll down the liltlW'6f ito Laos. I rernenmer lookilg mwn and 
seeilg a tuned OtJ Huey bu no one else on the ll. I asked O.we wlfi there wereni q people on the ll. He e>q>laiJed they were al imer cover bec:aJse the tNA had I 
SllTIUlded and were shooting at the ARVN cortilJaly. We flew on .woflel' mle or so and stated wormg. The 6s fOIJlll some hootches that cortailed 55 gal INl'IS. We 
spelt lhe rest of 01.1 tine blowilg these lCI nl IP several nice secondary explosions. We wert back to Khe Sam to refuel and reil'III. Just as we were 1eamQ. we ~ 
lhis cal that ll 31 was beilg OYemJl wth tarts. As I recal we had bee GlllS, two 6s nl the C&C; so we left the 6s there and flew to ll 31. When we ~ there, two 
F4s were ptJlilg in ari astrie so we were told to hold off and orbl abOtJ half a mle H'6f. We had good seats, so we watched the show! On one pass, ttis F4 came in 
low and as he 1)11 tis stuff down I saw several streams of 51 cal tracers .wc:h lCI tow.wd tin. As he ptjed IC), the F4 stated smokilg and sooolhetwo pbs ejected. The 
jet bmlled hOlVI the sky nl crashed no a i.. OW C&C, some llstn:e from us, inlOlllC:ed ltlat he was gong to by to pick lCI the two A6 Force~- The lead snake 
said wlfi doni you wai a miue and we1 cover you, bu he cimt I hale to i;ve you a Ille more backi,Ollld information here. The Americ:ans had *ealti rosa a ti ol 
helcoliers ~ Lam Song. so we had receNed ils1ruc:tions to by some lifferert tactics. T od'6f 's was 50 feel off the trees and keep ycu speed IC)! We had tot, 
tc> lhis villet to get to where iu C&C was going. The NVA were everywhere. As we wert, I c:wd easlf see them walkilg .wOIJlll on the i,omd nl we took A LOT ol SA 
fire that day! lJnbeknownst to us. some of ttis fie had ai the cables leDlQ from cu ra<los; so we c:oumi tat to qone. We d had iterc:orn nl I MUI be a few 
nnJes before we fl!p'ed Oti what was wrong. We were the second Snake. As we passed rNer ttis smal ridge and clopped into n,lher- v-,, we ~, detennine 
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where lhe lead Snake had gone; so we broke left. The ruroer three Snake folowed us bu broke rvt- Wei, al of a sudden we ;n alone iDI no one is talcilg to us. We 
were cominced lhal everyone else had been std down! After a few milfes, 0-e decided I ls best to go back home iDI started back East. We il'e sll kJw level nl. as 
kJc:k woud have l we came ~ OU' C&C lhal had, meed, been std down. They had made a comoled, forced alling in a good sized il'ea covered ~ elephat i,ass. 
I ls easy to rBC(9ize yOU' own people al 50 feet, bu we couooi tal< to them. 0-e decided he is gong to lald iDI i,Jst as he sets 14> to do ltis, anolher C Trp GIil lalded 
neil' lhe C&C; so they wave us off. We head back for Khe Sim. Laler I lean lhal they replaced Dave Nelson, lhe frllft seal in lhe Snake, wlh ?, lhe wOlllded C&C pb 
iDI lhe Snake medevaced tin He was lhe GtJl Plal Let al lhe lime; i,Jst t,'ing C&C al day. I never saw twn again, so he ITIJSt have been wotnled senoustt. I was also 
told lhal lhe lllfflel' on lhe C&C had been sto lhotqi a leg; lhe bulet aJ a main artery. He bled to de.-h from lhal wotn:t. Sony, I don1 know any more detals abOt1 ltis. 
We ~ back lo Khe Sat! iDI learn lhal OU' ra&ios were sto au, so no more t/ing today. Thal was file wih me! One day lie lhal day was more IM1 enotV1 for an di 
lfe line! Welcome to Vielrml, Dave!! 

Dave Ferrel goes on the pcovide a few more details lo ~ us mderstiDI lhe cordions al lhe line silce we have no official records or tistory for C Trp lllilg ltis period. 
A few days ito the ballle, I remember we stopped serDJQ the 6s ito Laos. I beieve the folowvlg Is lrue. One of OU' sister ACT s, P/7 /1st, had lost so many stips lhal I 
was hil'clf cormat effective anymore. The Trp Cmct had gone on record lhal he wouctii send tis 6s there anymore iDI was releved. There was a big stiit abOt1 ltis 
because most of the ft plots lllJeed wih ttis Major. In i,Jst a few days, the powers lhal be i!!Jeed wai twn iDI we were told not to take 1111' 6s there anymora. Another 
aspect of Ln Song was lhal there were ai"craft everywhere most of the line. The coomon thread in most of fT'i memories Is in bei1g able to look 011 iDI see a hook er 
a crane pt.Ging in somethng, several sicks iDI sets of p15 wO!blg on an insertion or a resupply, jets above, below iDI along side you, C&C stips ii al sats of ortJls, 
on iDI on. I was lie watchilg the me irwenory of American Wil' btds pl3'Jilg in one age pcocb:lion! 1lis was bod1 good iDI bad. Good because I you had at 
emergency of some sort iDI coud C0111)1ete a ITission, there was usualti a backl4> lhal coud be <herted lo ~ OIL Bad becaJSe you clctt1 feel personally iwotted ii 
lhe effort. you i,Jst had a bl rllllile for a tlJge dalC8 lean. Anolher IJ1)C'ession lhal comes to IIWld is lhal there were a Iii of consta1S • lhe tNA were COf1Stil'O/ rodu!li1g 
1111' bases wih 122s or 130 nvn IJllS. there was fog il'otn:I Khe Sat! conslartti in lhe rnorrwigs iDI most evenings, there was constat movemert of ai"c:rat ito iDI Cd 
of Khe Snl, there was constat movemert of 51,Wies iDI veticles on the roads, there was constart AA fi'e on lhe Laotian side, ckJsl was lliversal constat arf)'Wtae 
neil' lhe 110tlld. I was constid/ noisy, we were constidt cha1ging tactics to sla>/ atie while pertomilg OU' missions, we consisted>/ elll)8l1ded every line we lan:hed, 
ale., etc. Scrne 1!Xa111J1e$ to Sl4Jl)Olt these stalemerts il'e: Concemng chalging tactics, I can remember lines when fT'i Cobra lean started a p 1\11 frcrn 10,000 feet -
we were 5 or 6,000 AGL! The rockets wMd tun 011 iDI IJaYly woud pul them down to the lil'get. Concemilg constat AA fi'e, I *eadY taled abOt1 SA iDI 51 cal tu 
twice I can remerroer receMng flack - nalll'alf we changed aUudes in a tury. Another lime we were ~ the ARVN's defense of a FB iDI started shoc01Q al lhe 
side of the Iii i,Jst below lhe FB. We were some cistn:e 011 when I noticed llnteds iDI lulcteds ar these "lWPing as• in lhe trees on llis Iii. My mind played a 
Irick on me. For a second I lhou!lt how neat I was lhal someone had iu Clvistmas tree ~ al along ttis Iii. Then really rell.rned - My God! Those il'I tNA Illes f'fi1g 
al us! filal/ I remerroer two C Trp Cobras landed too close to each other al Khe Sam For a few momeits the blades itermeshed lli inevlabtf, they finaly collied aid 
!Wed the mail rotor iDI transmissions frcrn bod1 ai"crall One rotor system traveled three ~ers of a ~ before comilg to resl! No one was serioustf tut tu lhe 
ai"cr~ were deslrf7fed. Oh, we lioo1 have any American Bkles dtmg ttis period. We had OU' Lift ships iDI they recewed missions sort of a la cart •e lhe Guls. An ell 
1111 from Siagon caled lhe Hoc Bao were used to relrieve downed ai" crews. We certany had no ~ abOt1 them or lhei' pertormance iDI I clctt1 heil' of "'f from 
lhe other aviation tnls. The Hoc Bao dd lhei' job Wei 

AbOt1 the fist week ar Apri, C Trp moved frcrn Khe Sat! back to CkJil'lg Tri iDI rB!Jlqled there. A few days later, they loaded 14> everyttling iDI rel1med to Lane the sane wa, 
lhey had arrHed - via ai" iDI 1Jotl1dC01Wf1fS. The 7/171h's ~ in Ln Song 719 was over al ttis poit. 

.. ch. On the 1st, A Trp's Gin Sl4Jl)Olted a siQe ship rnedevac by lhe 247th Med of one US iDI three enerTPf wOlllded. The slualion began when the enem, armushed a 
23rd AfMt 1111 wlh a 51 cal. After lhe enem, were clspersed by c111ery, A Trp's GIils se..-ched lhe il'ea iDI fotn:t no remamg enem, acMy. On lhe 3rd, A Trp provided 
seady fer Presidert Thieu's visl to Ln Son. Ou'i1g lhe screen. the ScotJs fotn:I fwe btllkers wtich were destroyed ~ lhe GIIIS. No cortact was made iDI lhe mission ended 
at 1600 hows when lhe Presidert lelt. N. 1300 on lhe 6th. A Trp was worl(ing an AO necr Dalal iDI recewed a frag movemert order to move lo An Son. They anwed al An Son 
at 1945 hows. On the 71h, A Trp worked the Suol Cau V?ilef. One LOH look lkee IE in lhe rotor blades, lil'lded iDI was smg back to Cill1). A Ille lief, a Scad fotlld a 
sq.lad-size enem, 1111 wallilg down a tral. Abol120-25 rOtJlds were fi"ed at lhe GIils as they kled two. Dlmg lhe remainder of the day, lhe Sews fotn:t runerous trails, 
hodches, iDI btners inclcating recert enerrr, usage. Al hootches iDI btllkers were deslrf7fed ~the .Gins lli no cortacl was made. On lhe 81h, A Trp relllned to Phan Ralg. 
The 1 mi was sctleCUed as a maitenn:e down day bu A Trp was caled to Sl4)l)Olt a TAC E for an 53rd REi, 1111 in cortact wih a platoon size VC force. The Gin screened 
fer bee hows lllilg wtM:11 q one expended ormance. On lhe 17th, A Trp was told to move to Plela.l iDI dosed there at 1130 hotn. On lhe 191h, A Trp 5"'P(llted lhe 4711 
Rei, neil' Plelcu. The Sews fotn:t ten lllllormed people wltm weapons In a vlage iDI insert the ARP wlh negalive rest.ts. Later lhe ScOt1s fotn:t one amed psson aid 
lhe Gins kled tn whle deslroyilg f0U' hodches. On lhe 21st, CW2 Dnld C. Lancat• iDI W01 Jamea w. Marthll d C Trp were kled iDI VHPA Merrm Date Ferrel 
descrl>es lhe sluation. 

I was t/ing Dave's wilg lhal day iDI we were lhe cri1 two stips from C Trp assi!Jled to ttis rrission. The ARYN were wlhltawing from Laos. We had been sat Cd lD 
Sl4)l)Olt at ARYN il'mored Id lhal had been anmushed. There was ltis horseshoe shaped bend in lhe road poitilg to lhe SOt1h. From kJw tils on lhe west iDI east side. 
lhe tNA were shooting al lhe ARYN. I walched an RPG or 840 come 011 of lhe trees iDI It the 113 wtich blew ;m lie in lhe movies. A few seconds i.er, ilDtw It a 
lri iDI lhe 11.rTet flew 14> no lhe ai". TIWlgs il'en1 gong wel for the ARYN. AbOt1 lhal line we get everyone sorted 011 BllOtq1 to start shoca1g al lhe amushn. Thi 
tNA were S(JJil'ed aNaf iDI had poslioned al least three 51 cals in a rice triangle to cover lhei' forces. These 51 cals start in on us. We slop shoolilg al lhe iffllUShers 
iDI start in on lhe 51 cals. We ITIJSt have made some pc01Jess becaJSe lhei' fi'e «topped off abOt1 the line fT'i Snake was~- I told 0-e I was 011 of anwno aid 
wil'ted to leale. Dave said he wilted to make one more pass. I told tn I cood rd cover tis break; bu he said he was gong in anywa,. He made tis 1\11 iDI en.-i 
lhe ship. We watched in horror as he look au broadside of 51 cal. He caledlhal they had been It, losllhetrail mar nllhal Jm was wounded. He COfti1Jedontolll 
SCldh looking for any place along lhe ~at to lald lhe Cobra They c1ctti get too fil' when lhei' ai"speed wen to nothing iDI lhey wen lWi1ng i1o lhe IJOlllll. We Iii• 
tal<ed to the med evac lean lhal retrieved lhei' bocles. They said they beleved both men <ied of broken necks caused~ lhei' cticken plates iDI ltis lWiq fal I rernarimer 
bei1g reat, "'5fJI abOt1 loosilQ Dave. We had become good friends. Thal very mormg he had shown me a pict,.n of tis wife iDI the cil'll she had serf tn -today was 
lhei' nwersay! 

On lhe 23rd, A Trp worked an AO nea Chee Beo iDI fomd a age rice cache. The 8lJes were inserted iDI destroyed some of I before bad weather forced lhe Trp from lhe AO. 
On lhe 241h. A Trp fotn:t iDI deslrf7fed a ~ 1TnJS size staging il'ea A Trp was told to leave Plela.l on lhe 251h to retLm to Phan !Wig tu cood not because of bad 
weather. On lhe 2681, one A Trp AH-1 G was damaged in a morlil' allack iDI was Ser1 to the 6041h TC for a tail boom chillge. The remainder of lhe Trp closed al Phan~• 
1330 hotn. luilg 28-31, A Trp worked AOs il'otn:I Song Mao. The Scow fotn:I silJlS of enerrr, activly bu no cortacl was made. In liU Mil'd\ lhe exact date Is lrinOWI\ 
W01 J ..... 8emlnl LOIi of C Trp was in a Cobra lhal took fi'e nl crashed wlwt 5"'l)OltinQ operations in Laos. VHPA Mermers Don Piner aid 0-e Ferrel pcovlded some 
details of ltis avert whle altenm,g lhe VHPA Retnon in Adilta: 

They reported receifflg fi'e iDI lhe Cobra ma, wel have been tumg before they crashed ito a rlver botlorn. The IP/ltucs caqt fi'e iDI ltis realf tuned .Ill beftf8 
he cood be removed from the wreck. Everiuat,- bottt plots were evaced. Don remeni>ers going wlh several other C Trpers to visl Jin ii lhe hosplal. Don said tis fact 
iDI t4>P« bo<tt were so ba<lf tuned lhal they couooi recogize tim at al. (kif ~er Jin started speakilg dd they recoi,ize tis voice. They lllderstood he lved abOlf 
a week or so before ~Ing on Aprl 3rd. The other plot, nan'l8 Ll1known al ttis line, was wWlded bu uvived. 

Aprl - On lhe 1st, A Trp was placed on stancH,y for movernert to Plelw. The order was finatJ received al 2230 hotn. A Trp closed at Plela.l al noon iDI al 1500 n,celved 1 

TAC E Sl4)l)Olt recpsa from FSB Looetf where lhe US 62nd My ~ was lllder altack ~ a VC force. A Trp sm IOU' Cobras iDI the VC imleciat~ broke cOftacl T110ld' 
lhe GIIIS received fi"e, none were It iDI they beleved they kled fOU' VC. Laler the Alty Ci1J11 credled A Trp wlh 20 leis. From the 3rd thrOtVl lhe 511\ A Trp Sllll)Of1ICt ~ 
471h Rei,, 22nd ARYN. On the 4th, A Trp was lrNotied in some IRlocimerted action iD1 were credled wai 17 k.ls. On the 7th, A Trp se,t two AH-1Gs on a TAC E to FS8 &; 
tu ~er an h0U' lhe rell.med to base as they were l.l1able to cortact the frienclf forces on lhe 11otn:t. On the 1511\ while worl(ing il'otn:I Chea Beo, a LOH ~ew fi"e ~~ 
er fOIJ' hootches SllTOtllded ~ spider holes. Two elephilts iDI one OP were also fould. Al were taken lllder fi"e iDI deslrf7fed iDI one person was kled. The Bus 1JB111111•­
ltis was a con.,arTt-size base~. so atlery was ~ed iDI lhe Ci1J11 c001)letetf deslrf7fed. On lhe 16th, A Trp's ARP 111COVered a smal aid Sliml. Several fresh fOCJIPliO 
were folowed ito atree ft wtich lhe GIIIS fi'ed 14> kli1g one. On lhe 17th, A Trp's Sews reported a paractue wih hil'ness next to a !Imel opemg iDI a,._ u. ~ 
iDI a fl!tt hemel were fotn:I on the 1Jotn:I. Two people were observed hiding ii the bushes wai a 51 cal wtich It a LOH IOU' lines. The Gtn upended wlh innown r­
bu at aislri(e was caled in. On lhe 21st, A Trp's G111 saw several people In an open il'ea When alt~ to 10 them pcowced fi"e, lhe Gins opened fi"e wlh innown redS-
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, _ ari enemy SIJlilCI was observed walilg a lral. The GIIIS fi'ed; six were kled, two wOlllded and two caimed. Upon fllttler lnvestig.6ln a bl.nker cOll1)lex was lllCOfered. 
~ were caled ii wih Ln<nOWll reStjs, The BkJes and a reaction force were ilserted and fOllld 500 Ills ol rice wtich was timed <Ner to the 451h Reg. On lhe 23rd, A Trp 
,-screenilll lr'I ..-ea 20 mies west of SHOOE Ill when the 3rd Bn. 451h ~ 22nd AAVN made heavy cortact wlh lr'I WA Reg. A Trp was rB(JJested to prOYide ~ D.mg 
,. miSSiOO, one LOH was engaging a mort..- poslion when I was hi ll'f 30 cal AW lwe. The observer was hi ii the left !Joil tu corfilJed to engage tis wget. Aloi• rOllld 

,- shill, ~ered and sert stnpnel ilslde, wOlll<ilg the pb ii the left leg. Boch Jib and observer cormJed to Sl,WOl't the mssion for abcu ten rrn1es befcre 1hey 
~ to lhe PtlJ Nhon ream poit where 1hey dsc(wered two more rOlllds had hi lhe observer's cticken pliie. Boch were evaced to the 71 st Evac. Meanwt.e lhe C&C had 
~ a 51 cal poslion and took one rOllld ttf0t¥1 a rotor blade. On the 261h, A Trp's Scou dsc(wered appr~ett 20 people ii a base Cat1> wlh fwe hootches and 
~ The Scow received lwe so lhe GlllS opened 141 and kiled one. The llkles were ilserted and irme<betf came lnier heavy fn. A reaction force was ilserted ID SlCJl)Olt 
,. Nf'. Boch Ids begM recetmg heavy lwe and mort• rOlllds. When the lire llted, the IJOllld forces fOllld a trairwlg ..-ea. The ..-ea was deslrll'/ed ll'f the GIils. The LOHs 
jii;elwed tn two more tines and the GlllS e,cpended will lrinown reSlts. When the lnfartry was extracted, I was fOllld Ila they had suffered fcu WIA. 

IIAIIG H011- Forlhe period 20-24 Apr and 3-14 M~. the 7117th provided conmand and cortrolforlhe ai' ~ portions ofltis operation conducted ll'f theCapla Reptdc 
rJ KOrU lriartry Division (CRIO) and the 173rd Abo to the northwest and west ol PtlJ Cat AFB; specilicaly lhe Suol Cau, Soui Tre, and Soui la rm Valeys. and Base Area 226. 
n-foloWilll lds~ed: the 61sland 1291hAHCs assl!Jledtothe 7/17 and Cll/17; the 921hand l!/227 AHCs and Dfl27 AWC from the 1001CAB; lhe 1341hAHC, lhe 
tJlllll AWC, and lhe 180lh ASHC from the 2681h CAB; lhe Am.7th AHC and lhe C/2281h ASHC from the 52nd CAB; the 2681h Pathfilder Oet from the 2681h CAB; ;nl lhe 1001 
~ Del from the 1 Olh CAB. lrtelgence lrdcaled Ila elemerts of lhe 3rd WA cMsion were rBf,Jlqlilg and relrairwlg ii or 118a' Base Area 226. The terrail was descrl>ed 
• • v"'1t floor at abcu 100 meters elevation, steep motJtai1s rise to 700 meters on lhe east and 800 meters 111 lhe western side. Dense veget;D)n offered exx:elert overhead 
_..... for eneffl'i movemeit. Rugged ridges and pmacles, ~ed ll'f vegetation, offered concealed AA weapons posllons wlh exlren&/ good fields ol fn. Very 
• adecJJal8 LZs llllisted ii the •ea and most were one or two slip Lls 111 the Slffotlldng pmacles wfje those 111 lhe v?let floor Ila ccud acconvnodale fcu or M ._ 
_. VflY vtnrable to AA lwe from posllons 111 the motJtai1s above. The concep of the operation was for lhe 5qctl to prome iii' rBCOl'l and tactical moblly for lhe Wartry 
idS prinri/ via the two organic AHCs (the 61 st and the 129th) and C Trp. They wwd reconnoler, prep..-e and ilsert the lnlnry elemeru ito runeroos Lls siTdnoostf 
., SlfflUld and cordon off Base Area 226. 1lis was ~ ll'f ilsertilg the ROK 1111s to lhe swh and east and the 173rd to lhe north and west as bloclcilg flR8S oo 
,- 2(m1, 2151, and 22nd. Then two ROK ~ assdedlhe motnain tops and valey floor to engage lhe enemJ. Dlmg lhe period 3 -14 Mao/ runeroos assds andmdradlons 
_. concb:ted for tactical redepkrfmert of lhe ROK Ids to fllttler engage lhe enelT1f lllls. EJemerts from lhe 1001, 52nd, and 2681h CABs were opconed 111 a dat, basis. On 
,-20lh (D-3), we~ and one Bn CP were Inserted ito we Lls. On lhe 21th (0-2), 1 OS ROK and 663 US troops were ilserted. On the 221h (0-1), two ROK coqaies 
_. i1serted ilto two more Lls. On lhe 23th (0 Ila/), the 5qctl and opconed elemerts assembled at two PZs. The sicks were broken down ilto ten~ of twe shi)s each 
wlh 5LIJIIOl1i'III !JllSlips. C Trp prOYided lhe illial recon and prep of lhe proposed Lls. Palhfilders were assipd to sick flVts to each Ll to assist lhe CH-47s ~ ID folow. 
pOl. and reanilg poits were operational at Id! PZs. Aller a atilery prep, C Trp stated a VR •Ollld the proposed Lls at 0930. N. 0945 lhe assd forces were aibcme and 
a11000lhey JU 12 con.,.-ies, one Rei, CP, two 8n CPs, and one Arty Blry itoten Lls sirdMeOUStf. Onlhe 24th (0+1), they agai1 used two PZs and the sane sc:hecUe. 
c Trp reconed the Lls and at 1000 the 5qctl Inserted nile ~ and ttfee 8n CPs ito seven Lls smuieoustt. On 3 Mao/ (0+ 10), 1hey began lhe extraction al lie IQC 
car,ay ~ will evt compcllies and two 8n CPs from nile PZs. On 4 M~ (0+ 11 ), 1hey extracted lhe 1 s1 ROK Rei, consislilg of ten C001)ri!s, one - CP, two 11n CPs 
arid one Arty Blry from ten PZs. On 5 Miri (0+ 12), 1hey used one PZ ID reilsert lhe AOK Cavalry - wlh eqt ~ i1to six Lls. The 8kJe fi!it recewed S(lllll SA tn 
arid the IJllS engagedthewgets. Two Hueys received his. Onlhe 61h (0+13), they ilserted 11 compcl1ies, ooe A19CP, two BnCPs and one My Blryfromlhe IQ( 1st­"° 15 Lls. On the 1001 (O+ 17), they began the final phase ll'f extradilg evt ~ and one Arty Blry ol lhe ROK 1st Rl9 from nile PZs. On lhe 121h (0+ 19), lhe'i mactad 
one~ from the ROK Cavalry Rl9 from one Pl. On lhe 13th (0+20), 1hey extracted seven C001)Mies and 2 8n CPs from evt PZs. The Yelow fl!it received SA and 
8-40 &e and lhe Gll1s engaged. One Huey and one UH-1 C were ti. EnenTi persomel and bl.nkers were dscovered and allached ll'f lhe GlllS. The dcrf's operations clained 
10 KBAs. Onlhe 14th (0+21), they C01'11)1etedthe extradion of nile COl'l1)a'ies and one Bn CPfrom seven PZs. Thetotals for the erue operation were for UH-Hts: 2696hotn, 
4099 sorties, 11,176 passengers usilg 351 ai'cralt and for CH- 47s: 252 hcus, 300 sorties, 1428 passengers, 706 tons usilg 45 ai'crafl The llalsis section i1 lhe Aller 
ActiOnReportprOYidessomeilsi!ttitoltisoperation. Appa'erOJtheCAIOwasveryseartyconsciencebecaiselprovidedort/fr~i1'ormationilaltineforplamg 
pL1POS8S and defied preparation ai' recons of lhei AO. They also cld ID JU lhei G-3 or Ri9 Cmcts ii a C&C yet demillCled sinda1eous ilsertions. The lack ol aibome 
deCision makers caused delays ii Ll selection as everyone had to wal for the illormation to be ra<loed back ID lhe ROK CPs. Al lhe opconed ai' 1111s crud ID laager ii lhe 
LB •ea. so 1hey had to ~ ii every morning and home every ri!tf. Tlis, of ccuse, delayed the ai' ~ abcu one hlU. T ~ refuel and ream pons had ID be 
establshedfor several dcrfs ouside fixed facliies wtich taxed lhe Sqcti's 5-4 and HHT personnel and added a seady problem. Alati, lhe CRIO warted lhei elemef1s macllld 
from lie field and rellmed to thei base Cat1). 1lis recp-ed extra •• taxi" line Ila crud have been ennated I 1hey had used some IJOllld COl'WIJI/S. The opermi clained 
252 enenr, kled, 11 O ilclvwal weapons, 35 crew weapons, and 7 railos capued agailsl 13 Koreans kled and 60 WOtl1ded wlh no US losses and no ai'crall kisses. 

la,-Dlmg lhefisl week, A Trp's operations were weather restricted. Onlhe 11th, A Trp destrll'/ed a smal base Cat1)West of Ptl.J Nhon. On lhe 19th, lr'IA Trp Cobraaashed 
• Ptl.J Nhon whle hoYerilg from the POL to lhe parkilg ..-ea. The pb had gone IFR ii the cllst and the stip cane to rest ii .-i ilverted posllon. Nelher plot was i;nd. N. 
1105 hotn 111 lhe 2001, W01 Gregory A. Smlh and W01 Robert Bnlce <led ii lhe crash of lr'I A Trp LOH west ol Dragon MOlltail nea CiWl1> Enari. The ARP was ilsefted ID 
seme the crash sle. The cause of the crash was never determined. C Trp rn<Ned lhei operations base to An Khe for two weeks ung ltis period. 

Dlrp 1110th CAV -Aboti ltis line, D/1/1001 CAY, lhe ACT for lhe 1/1001 Cavalry ScJmon Ila had been pat of lhe 4th Ow was allached tolhe 7117th. VHPA Menter Mte 
llMlll e,cplains: 

~ the 41h Ow was stard1g down, lhe 1/10 Cav 5qctl was 511 based ou of CiWl1> Radciff ne..- An Khe will lhe priMy ITission of keepilg a good percefUIJe d Cl.19 
open between the coast and Plelw. D/1/1 O was lhe Sqcti's org.nc ACT and we wed at Radcllf as wet In fact I Clr'I remember we had a very rice New Ye..-s Eve patv 
ID too king after we OCCl4)ied the ludi1gs formert, used ll'f the 41h Avn Bn. 0ll' 5qctl was pat of TF Ivy and then TF 1/9 as the stnl down cortnJed. Aviation SlCJl)Olt 
became a serious problem by late 1970 because we were ID pat of lhe 1st Avn Bde. When we needed pats or IPs or ciffiltWlO aviation related, we had to go al lhe wa/ 
to Nha Trq and even then I wasni good. We 511flew most of cu nissions for the 1/10 Cav btJ 1hey reatJ cwctti Sl,WOl't us l<e E/704 AMNT used to do. 0ll' conmanders 
made a Iii of noise and abou Jawfeb 1971 we moved to ln. 'Nltin a short period we were iGaehedlD lhe 7/17 Ca¥ and the Sl,WOl't was rruch betler. diatf, we had 
no blets or other facillies. We med some space will Cll/17, ~ lr'I old Korean bu1cfng and even had some blil for us and wed ii terts too. Thal pat wasni IDO !Jeal. 
0tJ' ARP was 511 at An Khe and we •~s had two GlllS plus two or ttfee 58s (we <lm1 use OH-6As for Scow after ?) at An Khe as a cpck readion force ID keep the 
road open. Thal .-rqernert was lwclf normal for lr'I ACT tu I don1 lhilk there were atPf normal Ids left ii Vlelniln at Ila tine. Even when we were ii lhe 7/1711. we 
511 flew nissions for the 1/1 Olh most of lhe line. l.l(e other ACTs lkmg Ila period, we were ID alowed to JU cu AmericM ARP on lhe IJOllld. When we~ 
the 1/1 llh, there were AmericM 110llld forces near at lmd. Bti we often sert pilk teams 141 and down lhe coast, especialy when when Cll/17 was 141 north cbi1g lam 
Son 719, wlholi q hope of lnfartry back-141. Basicaly we cld a Iii of aerial recoo wlh the Scow ;Isl rn..-ki1g wgets as best lhey crud for lhe GIIIS. We were also 
b:ky cuilg those dcrfs Ila we <lm1 have mq bi'ds go down and I Clr'l1 remermer qone geUilg kled cuilg lhe fwsl half of 1972. 

VHPA Menmer E..-1 Ewing remermers these tines as folows: When I joi1ed D/1/1001 Cav ii Jlnl, 1hey had been lving at An Son for some line because 1hei ~ 
were wel establshed. They were lving In wooden btildings bli lhere wasni en0l9J roorn for everyone. For lhe fist few weeks I rn<Ned from bLnk to bin wtie 1J1JS 
were 111 R&R. I had gone to AMOC RI Cobra school after~ school, so I was ii lhe Service Platoon lr'ld lhe 5181h TC Oet ung my ttfee mor1hs wlh D Trp. I recal 
we used to take Cobras we cwm1fixto cu Sl4JPOl'I at T111 Hoi wtichwas a veryl..-ge faclly. D Trpcld keep operational teclTIS at An Khe RI more 11m once we had to 
go there to fix something or to take ii pats. I Clr'I also remember going to Plelru for the same reason bti maybe Ila was when I was wlh the Sqctl. In Septeni>er, I becane 
the Mait811i11C8 Officer for the 7 /17th. We were IWiil'iS very busy because lhe 5qctl was a coleClion of al sorts of aviation mis RI lhe ARVN had cu IDS scaaer ~ 
al <Ner the place jJSt l<e trucks. I beleve a Iii of people got tut and a lot of eqLipmeft was danaged and nisused lnier ltis •scatter depk,/merr conceit. rn eat, 72 
I c.-i remermer <Ner ~ing TIii Hoa on lhe Wil'i to Ying Tau so we crud have cu Cobras rnocilied ID swlch lhe tal rotor to lhe other side. It was reatJ ~ ID see 
Ila T111 Hoa had "tlJned to nothing". By then we were getting most of cu l)cltS and some Sl4JPOl'I from Nila Trq btJ blades and engines were ii short Sl4JPI'/. lfrished 
14> my ICU wlh lhe 129th ii Mach . 

.11111 -A Trp spert 15 dcrfs down <lie to weather ltis rnorGI. Its missions ilckJded several COOVIJI/ escort missions from PlelaJ to PtlJ Nhon and two SAR operations ii ai ._ 
to locale a CHiill Cessna 180 which dsappeaed between Cheo Reo and Plelw. On or near the 1st, C Trp moved Is operation base to Kormn from ln and WOtil SlCJl)Olt 
operations ii ltis •ea for the erue rnorGI. On or near lhe end of lhe lllllf1h, C Trp rellmed Is operations base ID ln. Otmg ltis mor1h, lhe 5qctl HQ and HHT nmwed from 
(U Nhon to An 5orL VHPA Mermer Enie Snwt corDlleS providing some ~ backi,Ollld illorrruful allClJ ltis period: 
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SECTION XII - AFTER ACTION REPORTS 
These •After Action Reports" a-ea cormJm1 of lhe last two year's compbions of eye wlness accruts. accideft reports, official doct.mertmi, illd spem iterest IJ0141S­
S<uces of lhe ilfOOMion range from the Defense llteligence Agency, the Joilt Casualy ResoUion eerier, the Stae Oepatmert, the PON Networ11 (Task Force of llrlois, Inc.), 
to meet i1>t'S from VHPA members. I ls ill ~~ to acctl'-'et/ doctrner1 specific everts N iwotled loss of lie aro'or destruction of helcopters cuilg the Vlelnam WM. I 
Is rd ill~ to incle or prorrae polical Issues. Some of lhe ilfOOMion used for ttis section cortains opiions N !Tia'/ rd acm• descrlle the everts as they OCCIJTed. 
We ha'ie bied to remove lhese when they a-e obvious. Ll<e everyttw,g In ttis Dhdory, ttis normalion Is orjJ as acmu as the members of the VHPA Cc11 make I, so please 
send In YOtl' addiions illd corrections to the VHPA H~. Ga-y Roush has Ill ttis section together illd wOIJd apprecae YOtl' ~ illd feecl>ack. 

Tlis ilformalion Is In order by ~e of lhe evert illd cortains al new material which has never appea-ed In a VHPA mectory. 

After Action Report for: 5 September 1965 
LA GRAND, WIWAM JOHN 

REFNO: 
Ni1118: 
Rri/Brcl1Ch: 
Uni: 
[);a of Bi1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
O..eof Loss: 
CcmryofLoss: 
Loss Coormaes: 
Stu (In 1973): 
Arcraft/Vehiclf/GrOtl'ld: 

R0137 
Wilan John LaGrilld 
W2/US1'Jrrrt 
197th Aviation Cllfl1)a1/ 14!ilh Aviation 8.-ialon 
11Ma'f1941 
Portlilld. OR 
05 Septeni>er 1965 
SOIJhViebml 
110655N 1065516E 
KlecWoct, Nii Recovered 
A-1G 

After Action Report for: 18 June 1967 
LEMMONS, WIWAM E. 

REFNO: 
Ni1118: 
Rri/Brcl1Ch: 
Uni: 
Duof8i1h: 
Home Cly of Rec«d: 
O;o of Loss: 
Ccmry of Loss: 
Loss Coormaes: 
Status (in 1973): 
Aicraft/Vehiclf/GrOtl'ld: 

R0734 
WUn E. Lenmons 
02/USMrrf 
HHC, 196th Infamy Brigade (l.qe) 
12J;nay 1942 
POCctelo, ID 
18JIJle 1967 
SOIJh Viebm! 
143303N 1083012E 
Missing In Action 
OH-23 

After Action Report for: 30 June 1967 
HOUSE, JOHN ALEXANDER II 

REFNO: 
Nilll8: 
Rri/Brn:h: 
Uni: 
Duof8i1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
O..eof Loss: 
COlltry of Loss: 
Loss Coormaes: 
bus (n 1973): 
Arcraft/Vehiclf/GrOtl'ld: 

R0746 
John Alexillder House II 
OMISMC 
HHM 265, MAG 16 
16 Aprl 1939 
Pellam, NY 
30 JIJle 1967 
SOIJh Viebm! 
161349N 1074301E 
Kile<VBoa/ Nii Recovered 
CH-46.\ 

After Action Report for: 08 February 1968 
ZIEGLER, ROY E. II 

Nilll8: 
Rri/Brcl1Ch: 
Uni: 
Duof Bi1h: 
Home Cly of Rec«d: 
Ccmry of Loss: 
Loss Coormaes: 
Stu (n 1973): 
Arcraft/Veticle/GrOtl'ld: 

Roy E. ~ II (Dick) 
W01/US1'Jrrrt 
58th Avicilon Oetacllnett ~ Nhon 
1 Septeni>er 1941 
Sprilgfield,IL 
SOIJh Viebml 
164424N 1071941E (YD471521) 
Released from Captwly from North Vietnam 
UH-10 

Olher Persomel In lncidert: (none missing) 

SYNOPSIS: WUn La Grilld was a passenger abocl'd ill A-1 G aicraft oo a ni,t wtich 
depa-ted Bien Hoa oo 5epterooer 5, 1965. The ai'crafl was seen to crash illd no ejections 
were observed fr001 lhe ai'crafl prior to i11>act-

The aea in wtich lhe ai'crafl wert down was ll1der' hoslle comol .- the line, illd recovery 
illd ex&3alion ~ -' lhe line were thwilted because of heavy enem, acllvly In the 
aea illd lmlie presence. 

Getmg a ride in a Skyraider from a friend rvt after ammg In C0t1'11y. 

Olher Persomel In lncidert: Edwad Glillory; Janes McKllrick (bolh nissing) 

SYNOPSIS: SFC Edwad Glillory, LL WUn Lenmons illd Mat. Janes McKllrick were 
abocl'd ai OH-23 Rcwen helcopter oo a visual recon nisslon oper.-rng in ~ Til 
Promce oo J1n 18, 1967. They were to spci aitllefy tagets for the Artliry e..tery N 
McKlrick illd Glillory were attached to. 

At 1845 ton, lhe helcopter was declil'ed rnlssilg. Elctensive seaches were corwded 
N ri!lt aided by atllery flaes illd ai'crafl mot.lted seacti!ju, Id no trace of the 
ai'crafl or crew was fOtl'ld. In the neia few days several crash sles were reported illd 
seaches made, Id al efforts were fniless. 

Olher Persomel In lncidert: Mlfft Alen; Michael Judd; Jom Klen; Gt/II l\mels (al 
missilg) 

SYNOPSIS: John House was the pb of ill CH-46.\ helcopter carying persomel assllJ}ed 
to c~ A. 3rd Recomalssance 8.-ialon, 3rd Mimll Division, when the aicraft was 
hi by smal a-ms fie nea- lhe cly of PtlJ Bai, SOIJh Vlemcln, e>qJloded illd crashed. 
Alhou!tt some of lhe persomel abocl'd SllVtled, House was never flU1d, nor were 
rernails reawered M cwd be iderdied as tis. He was Isled as kled in adlOl'I, boctf 
rd recovered. 

The co-pb Ted Pllmir1 SllVtled. 

Olher Persomel In lncidert: W01 Joseph Rose, E4 Michael Lrier, E5 Robert Chenowlh. 
E4 Janes Geol'ge, ~- (MIA), illd LTC 8er$1nin lvcel. 

SYNOPSIS: Al of lhe people oo ttis helcopter were capbJ"ed, served as PC1Ns, illd thlll1 
released except for E4 George woo was kled whle In caplivly. The folowing Is a fist person 
acccut by Dick Ziegler. 

'On Februay 8, 1968 I was assilJ)ed to ftf LTC Ben Pwcel ~ to Dong Ha wlh ~ 
frequency racio pats. The Olher pb was Joe Rose. My crew clief was SP5 Robert 
Chenowlh illd the door Qlffl8I' was SP4 Ml<e Lrier. George was a refriger.tor mec;haic 
illd wert along to fix some refriger.tors .-Dong Ha We took off from Dirlillll illd proceeded 
to Hue where we lalded so L TC Pwcel cwd be briefed by the Milile General oo wta the 

sluiml In I Corps was illd whal ~ they needed. After he was briefed, we depated Hue for Dong Ha. The wMher was jJSt a Ille stjty. CelilQS were abcu 400-500 
feet. I flew along the coast to avoid lhe enell1'f illd then when we were abot1 even wlh Cllmg Tri, I headed nnl lDI I reached ~a'f 1. We then flew north to Dong Ha. 
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-datt'erilQ the racio pats and L TC lucel beilg bnefed, we took off and headed back to Damg. Joe was ~- We decided to head back the same wa, we cane 141. After 
llft lilPVllY 1 to head back to the coast. we flew over ill enemy tlll M had moved ito the area after we had passed M sixi QOilQ to Dong Ha. There rrust have been 1 
~ of them. Wei, they ;JSt poited !her wecC)OOS skyward and tied. We flew rvt ltvOlql the IJOllld fie. I was wOlllded in the left lt1llil and bet/. The Hue>/ was on fn. 
- crashed the helcopter In a 11ave yard. Ma a hel of I place to aash. 

~ on the IJOllld and w or lhe blmilg ~er we tried to E & E w of the area. I was wOlllded and ki1d or In shock. One passenger, SP4 George, was bait/ tuned from 
crash and we had one 1\113Way M60 mactine Pl. 45 cal pistols, and ill M14 rllle. We waled for abw 30 IMlJeS ID ill how when the VC cane 141 from belnl us and 

:--- Guess whii? We were In ariolher pe yard! Dam lhinQS are al over the place. Wei, 11-.s behind 111ave and watched L TC lucel wave his otie drab haldulrctilll 
,.i sat we were SUTendemg. I 11oo, wn to do lhal. I lfloult tta the VC woud torn.a and nuder us. So I aawled w of the 11ave yard and t-.s In some bushes near IJI/. 
11 °' 1h11 aew and passengers were taken prisoner at tta line. 

i wabd In IIPf lttlg place IJd niltt fal and then I tried to fi1d some tr1enclt faces. I doni 1hn there were q il I Corps M riltt- I fOllld some armored veticle tracks In lhe 
_.i di b1ed lo folow them. I lost them In some marshes. I cor1i1Jed ID wal most of the niltt-

lb(JI. 2 tan after dawn cane, I was lttlg betild some more bushes and I observed a ~ ~ (CA) cormg In abw 5 klometers from 11Pf poslion. Al M CA dd 
lflS push lhe nnrf towards me. In a Ille wtlle, a IJ(ql of VC (nile Ille bc,Js wlh big IJllS) cane 141 over Iha SarlCI clnls. Al. the same line, a Hue>/ flew tNer 11Pf posllon so 
_., tta I I woud have had a rock I coud have tt the door lllffler wlh l The VC had heard the Huey nl had gone lrto lttlg and the Hue>/ ne¥er saw 11am or me. 

,,_ 1h11 Huey left they stated towards me agail. I was layllQ on IIPf back wlh IIPf 45 on IIPf chest sayilQ, 'God I you Ill' me w of !tis 11 ne¥er si1 agail. • God had me on 
!WIid di ne¥er answered IIPf cal One of the VC saw me, yeled and stated fmg tis weapon. They al Slar1ed MIii lhei' W8cC)OOS In fNery cl'edlon. I raised 14) ID one Int 
"'"" weapon in IIPf Imel and for some S1rar1119 reason before I knew I, bodl or IIPf ams were abtlie IIPf head In the, 'Dani sta I urendar' modi. 

1 IDOk abw 5 days of walilg to get to IIPf ~ ~ where I h gm medcal altertion for IIPf WOUids. To IIPf SllJ)rise al of IIPf cn,w nl L TC ~ were also In M ~-
1111 VC had IDC8Ct.ted SP4 George the day after he SUTendered becaJsa of tis buns. Al. !tis ~ I also met .-i American PON IP/ the nane of King Raiford. He had been 
~ In 1967 lookilg for a whoce house In tu. He 11oo, fi1d I, tu he gm screwed. There was also a VC meclc In lhe ca11) and he trued 11Pf wOlllds and probabtf sawed 
-, le. Credi where aedl's u. 
1 made 11Pf last escape alt~ In dis ca11) wlh King Raiford. We saved 011' meager ration of nee and I exercised IIPf leg In lhe hooch w of sl!1t of the prds. Then one riltt, 
01g di I ;JSt waled w of the~- I gets rnllttY dart In~ carlOl7f ;.,lQle at riltt- We had 10 navigate IP/ lhe ~ from fie fies. Otherwise, we woud µit keep~ 
no trees. Those trees are hard too In lhe ~- The nm day King and I were r~ed abw 5 klometers from lhe ca11). I spert the nm 1 O days In a hole In the IJOllld 
wlh recu:ed ratioos. 

ShOrttt after 11Pf escape alt..._ we were moved w of 011' ca11) and moved to North Vietnam. I took us 11 days of marctwig to reach the Ho Cti Mein trail and niher 11 days °' rililll trucks 141 the trail before we ep to 011' fist ca11) il North Vle'1an. 

I spare appraunatett 5 mor1hS In dis ca11), tta was loccied In a Vietnamese vlage, in solary conlilemert. I was hoosed In a Mched roofed hooch and 11Pf room was lhe 
slle d a closel That is, I was 6 feel long IP/ 2.5 feel wide IP/ 6 feel~ wlh stocks at the end of the room. I'm 6'2" tal. I ti IIPf head a lei. 

/.Ill 5 mor1hS we were moved to a ca11) tta was m far from Har101 and I spert IJd Noveniler of 1970 il !tis ~ - I had IIPf Olher pb, tta was sla down wlh me. In the 
room wlh me from then on. His nane is Joe Rose. Al. tines I also had niher Wc1Tart Officer helcopter !lb il the room wlh me. His MTl8 Is Michael O'Corfw. 

/.111 lhe StJl Tay raid, we were mewed to lhe metropollarl area of Har101 to a ca11) tta was named the 'PlarUlon Gardens'. 

Mier lhe 852's cane 10 HarlOi In Christmas of 1972, we were filat/ moved to the Wanous prison caled 'The Hanoi taon'. We stayed there lid the end of the war and I was 
released on 5 M•ch 1973. And boiJ was I glad 10 leave!" 

After Action Report for: 09 August 1969 
JANOUSEK, RONALD JAMES 

i
! IIEFNO: 

Nani: 
Rd/Brillch: 
lit 
Date of Bi1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Date of Loss: 
COIJ1ryofLoss: 
Loss Coorclnates: 
Slatus fll 1973): 
AiaalWeticle/GrOllld: 

R1478 
Ronald Janes Jaiousek 
02/US Marn Corps 
HML 367; MAG 36 
21 JtjJ1!M5 
PosenlL 
09At9JSl1969 
Sruh Vietnan 
163819N 1064643£ (XD960180) 
~ Nm Recovered 
UH-1E 

()her Persomel il lncidert: Bruce E. Karie (nissing) 

SYNOPSIS: 1L1 RonaldJ. Jaiousek and Cpl Bruce E. Karie were U.S. Marines attached to Ids dlhe 
36th and 11th Marn .vaaft Gr~ respedtiet,. On At9JS19, 1969, lhe two were kled il the aash 
of a UH-1 E heicopter. 

Defense Departmert records i1Clcate tta Jariousel< and Karie were lost at Khe Sarti, i1 Cbrlg Tri 
Provilce. The U.S. Marines state that Jaiousek's helcopter was ti IP/ hNiy enertrf fie .-id a-ashed 
and bl.med. The U.S. Marines state tta Karie's heicopter <lsappeared on a~ recomaissne 
nission.JoitCasualyResoUionCerterrecords(consideredlP/somecra'/ststobethemostaca.rae 
of al records), mcae tta the loss OCctJTed in c:er1ra1 Sruh V18tnarn. 

rdormalion oblaned from f...,. nl other SOtl'ces ideate M Kane and Janousek's aiaaft a-ashed 
and tuned il the Se Kong Fwer near lhe border of Laos and Sruh V18tnarn north or lhe A Sha.I VEi, 
andtta they had been on a secret nission in Laos. The U.S. State Departmert lsts bolh men as kled 

In a hostle action, and futher lsts Karie as drowned .-id Jaiousek as a aew mermer of the aiaalt. 

Mat. .. crash lcrlded ii water to pu w lhe fie. Mei. HI suvwed. 
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After Action Report for: 05 February 1970 
LYON, JAMES MICHAEL 

REFNO: 
Nil118: 
Rri/B(n:h: 
Uni: 
Dale al Bi1h: 
Home Cily of Recont 
Dale of Loss: 
COtnrY of Loss: 
Loss Coorci'lales: 
SlalUS (ii 1973): 

R1556 
James Michael Lyon 
O:WSMTP/ 
HHC, 2nd Brigade, 101SIAibome Division 
08 Milch 1948 
~IN 
05Februily1970 
Scutl VleCnilll 

Olher Persomel in lncidert Tom Y. Kobastigawa, Jom w. Pilsels, Drill H. Hefel (relllned POWs) 

SYNOPSIS: Al. 1530 holrs on Februily 5, 1970, c._ James M. Lyon, pb, c• Jom w. PilSels, 
copb, SPS Tom Y. KobashQawa, crn ctiel, iDI SP4 Drill Hefel, door IJOW, wart tt,i1g a UH-1 H 
helcopter (serial #68-16441) on a maif1enance mission from Hue to fltTt Bal, Scuti Vlelnan. 

When the aicraft was aboti 18 ries norltwiest of Hue Cly, the helcopter caqa f,e iDI crashed 
(<ile to a malfl.llction). c._ Lyon was dl'own cleil of the aicraft iDI was btmed menslvett r,,er lis 
bod'i iDI Pill of tis rvt leg. His leg was severed fill inches below the knee. The~ crn mermars 
were aso i;l'ed iDI cwd not take iwasie action. They were ta1med at 1630 holrs by INA troops 
iDI spert the "ltt near Ille crash sle. 

AicralWeticle/Grotnt 

163045N 1072824E (YD494093) 
Prisonel of Wil (kled in captily) 
UH-1H Ttr«q1eu Ille rQt. Ille crew menurs heild tta pb yelilg iDI moaring in pail AJ 0600 llOln, 

c._ Lyoo IIIOclled iDI 1hen a stu was heild from tis posilon abocJ 30 feet from the aicraft wreckage. No ~ OtJay from c._ Lyon was heild, iDI Ille olhers beleved 
ta hi had been kled by the gua-d. 

Two weeks later, c._ Pilsels was told by 1 Lt. Lee Vill Mac (ill NVA COlm1illder at 'Cif111 FilllSWorth") tac._ Lyon lied from tis wOUlds iDI was luled at the crash sb. 
1 LL Lee Vill Mac pe c._ Pilsels the personal effects of c._ Lyon, idJding tis ID cad iDI several phcios wtich appea-ed to be of Lyon's wife. 

in liD Mach. 1973, Pasels, Hefel illd Kobastigawa went released from prisons in North Vietnan. In tta debriefings, al dl'ee concmed on the story ta Lyon had IIPPilmtf 
been shot. They considered t a mercy kllng, because 1het pb had been so serioustf i;l'ed ta they dlll.Ued ta hi cwd StJVWe. 

After Action Report for: 24 March 1970 
HOSKEN1 JOHN CHARLES 

IUNO: 
Milne: 
flank/lll'iflCh: 
Unt 
Dafa of Bilh: 
Home Cily al Record: 
Dafa al Loss: 
C0t11ry al Loss: 
Loss Coorci'lales: 
Status (ii 1973): 
Ac!Weride/Grotnt 

R1578 
Jom Chil1es Hoslcen 
W1/USMTPf 
170 AHC 17 CAG 52 CAB 1 Aviioln Brigade 
23 A10JS1 1947 (Clevelilld OH) 
Cha!,il Fals OH 
24 Milch 1970 
CilOOOCla 
142750N 1071816E (YB484003) 
Mlssilg In Action 
UH-1H 

O'DONNELL, MICHAEL DA VIS 

Nifnll: 
Rri/BriflCh: 
Unt 
Date al Billt 
Home Cly al Record: 
Date of Loss: 
COtl1ry al Loss: 
Loss Coormiates: 
Status (111973): 
Ac1t/Vri:le/Gr0llld: 

Michael Davis O'Domel 
Ol'USMTP/ 
170 AHC 17 CAG 52 CAB 1 A~ Brigade 
13 ~ 1945 (Couoous OH) 
SprilgfieldlL 
24 Milch 1970 
CilOOOCla 
142750N 1071816E (YB484003) 
Missilg In Action 
UH-1H 

m. Persomel in lncidert Bemlill Ganoe; Ruct, M. Becen'a; Jom Boronskl; Gary A. Hamed, Jeny L. Pool (al mlssilg) 

SYNOPSIS: On Milch 24, 1970, WO Jom C. Hoskils, pb; c• Michael D. O'Domel, aicraft conmalder; SP4 Ruct, M. Beccera, crn ctief; RI SP4 Bemlill Gilloe, ~ 
were 1he etfNI al a UH-1 H helcopter (serial #68-15262) on ill emergency Ulraction of a MACV-SOG lono-rif1Q8 recomaissiflce patrol (LRRP) from a~ zone in RalillOlcil 
Promce Carmo<ia, near Ille Iii-border ilea. The team inwded 1 u. Jerry L. Pool. l8iln leader iDI l8iln menurs ~ Jom A. Boronsky n1 ~ Gary A. Hilned. 

Tha·tean had been in heaYy coitact wlh the ~ iDI had recµlSted ifl iTme<lae Ulraction. c._ O'Domel evaklated Ille slualion illd decided to pick lhem 141. He lamd 
on lhe U iDI was on Ille IJOtllCI for aboti 4 miues, iDI then triflSmilted ta hi had the ertie l8iln on board. The aicraft was begirilg Is ascert when twas r. by _. 
tn. illd ai oplosiorl in the aicraft was seen. The llelcoJier COl1ilJed in flltt for aboti 300 meters, then iflOther ~ OCCUTed, caJSi1g Ille aicraft to crash in Ille~ 

No one was observed to hcwe been ltl'own from Ille aicraft Cl.mg eiher explosion. The aicraft begif1 to btm imne<iaett 14>011 ~ Aerial seach iDI resaJe efforts begll'I 
irmedatel'j; however, no silJls al lie coud be seen ilOtllCI the crash sle. Because of Ille ~ sluation, iGefTlllS to inseft such l8il'ns ito Ille ilea went fide. SAR BffOflJ 
were clscormJed on Aprl 18. Search illd resaJe teans who S&JVeyed the sle reported ta they cld not hold nu:h hope for StJVWal for Ille men aboard, tu lacking prod N 
they Wlfl dead. lhe Arm/ declared al 7 mlssi1Q in action. 

The Special Forces l8iln aboard lhe chopper was WOf1cilg wth M■ary Assistance Command VleCnilll Studes iDI Observation Gr014> (MACV-SOO), a joit service, ~ C(lll'dlll 
111C01Mniorial warfare task force engaged In ~ dassified operiDJOS ltl'«q1eu Sotiheast Asia. The 5th Speclal Forces chnleled persomel ito MACV-SOG (lhotql I• 
,.. a Special Forces IJOl4>) ltl'DtVI Special 0permls Atqnertation (SOA) wtich provided 1het 'cover" wta tllder seaet orders to MACV-SOO. These l8il'ns pertormed dNP 
penlllration nissions al strategic recomaissiflC:e iDI nerciction wtich were caled, depel g,g on the tine frame, 'Sittig Brass' or 'Praiie fh" nissions. 

After Action Report for: 23 April 1970 
EADS, DENNIS KEITH 

REFNO: 
Milne: 
Rri/Brn:h: 
Unt 

Dale al Bi1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Dafa al Loss: 
C0t11ry al Loss: 
Loss Coordin;ies: 
Status (ii 1973): 
Ac!Weticle/Grotnt 

R1603 
Demis Keih Eads 
WO1/USMTP/ 
F/8 Cav 123 CAB 16 CAG 23 lrl (Americal), 
CIIJ Lal. Scutl VietMn 
04 M~ 1947 (Glendale CA) 
Prophetstown, IL 
23Aprl 1970 
Scutl VleCnilll 
153607N 1075801 E (ZC180270) 
Mlssilg In Action (Declared dead 08'28178) 
AH1G 

CXher Persomel in lncideft: Lillon D. MWJJffi (mlssilg) 
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MURPHY, LARRON DAVID 

Nifnll: 
Rri/Brillch: 
u~ 

Dale of Bith: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Date of Loss: 
COtl1ry al Loss: 
Loss Coormiates: 
Status (in 1973): 
Acfl/Veticle/GrOtllCI: 

Lillon DcMd MWJJffi 
O:WSMTPi 
F/8 Cav 123 CAB 16 CAG 23 lrl (Americal), 
Cfll Lai, Scutl Vletniln 
05 October 1944 (Allar1a GA) 
DalonGA 
23Aprl 1970 
Scutl VleCnilll 
153607N 1075801E (ZC180270) 
Missing in Action (Declared dead 1 IY11fi3) 
AH1G 
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n. helcojur departed to the northwest from Dak To, lu was ~ ti 1Jt enef11f li"e, as I crashed nl tuned on a smal islnS ii the Dak Poko RHer mi 500 ITlllllrs 
tom Iha end d the dock to the llllWcl'f. Because d the rolng terrail, persomel • lhe aifield <Id IQ see the aircraft lrr()act. A pb fttilg !Ner lhe wreckaOe reported lhal the 
helco!ier was bumg, tu they cwd see no suvttors. I was later cisco'lered lhal !He people <Id SllVlve the crash • WillMh, Kaler, Bogle, w ... d nl lea. Accordilg to ther 
llilemeits, lulsicker, Elen, Zolcoffer, Jones nl Cater were al dead. 

Two dta lean 22, MACV AcMsors, UCol Robert W. Bcowee nl CaJt, Chns W. Gordon, nl !her ARVH iteqin(er, ~ Cao Ky ~ were ii a luu nea lhe aislJ1) 
apprCJICmilleti 4 lclometers to the west d the base caq, when they were forced to wltdaw ll1der he8'y eflel'l1' allack. They proceeded swh d Iha COl'l1)0IJ1d across lhe Dak 
Palm RHer, tu UCoL Browee becane separlled from the others as they were actinilg ~ a hi. ~ c~ nl CaJt. Gordon caled cu to hm. tu ncelved no response. From 
h top d the i., ~ ~ he..,d the enenrt cal cu to someone In Vananese to hal nl raise !her hnls. ~ C~ beleved the Viet Cong were spealcilg ID UCoL Bcowra. 
Gordon nl ~ evaded ~e nl evnualy made !her Wcl'f to salety. 

A Vllllnamese who was ~ed nl ~ released reported lhal he had tal<ed to another prisoner who had wlnessed UCol.Bcowee's ~ He was told lhal UCoL 
8rowrEe had kled tinsel wlh ~ own pistol when cormuist soklers told tin to raise ~ hnls il 11'1 all8f1111 to ~e tin. Addlional hearsaJ reports d ~ Stidde wen 
reported 1Jt another ARVN S(UC8. 

Ylllil'I never caui,. ~ wlh the others. For ttne da'fS, helcopter sea-ches were made of the a-ea wlh no success. Grotnl sea-ch, because d the hos1le heat In the a-ea, was 
IQpracllca 

In Aprl 1988, the Vlelnarnese "clscovered' the remains d CaJt, Kemeth J. Yonlr'I n1 rellmed 1hem to lhe U.S. ii a spit d stepped-14) cooperalion on the PON/MIA Issue. 

After Action Report for: 24 May 1972 
HENN, JOHN ROBERT, JR. 

REFNO: 
Nani: 
RriJBranch: 
lit 
DaledBith: 
Home Cly d Record: 
Daledloss: 
Colnrydloss: 
loss Coorchles: 
SlalUs (In 1973): 
ARnft/VlllicWGrOllld: 

R1865 
JoM Robert Hem, ... 
W2/USAmrt 
Ffl9 ARA 3rd Brigade, 1 SI C;way Division 
11 February 1948 (Worchester MA) 
Stilon MA 
24 M., 1972 
Scull Vietnam 
113345N 1063717£ (XT768786) 
MissilginAdion 
AH-1G 

oa. Persomel ii h:idelt: (none) 

HOSAKA, ISAAC YOSHIRO 

REFNO: 
Hane: 
Rri/Branch: 
lit 
DaledBith: 
Home Cly d Record: 
D•e of loss: 
COIJ1ry d loss: 
loss Coordillles: 
Slalus (n 1973): 
~crall/Velicl&'Grotnl: 

R1865 
Isaac Yono Hosaka 
W'1/USAmrt 
Ffl9 ARA 3rd Brigade, 1st C;way Division 
7 February 1949 
Gnena,CA 
24 May 1972 
ScuhVietnam 
113345H 1063717£ (XT768786) 
Kled il Ac:1ion 
AH-1G 

SYNOPSIS: On 11., 24, 1972, W02 Isaac Y. Hosaka, pb, nl W02 Jam R Hem. aircraft c:onlllillder, were tt,ing 11'1 AH1G Cobra helcopter (lal #67-15836) wtich was 
~ ii a mectiac operalion abcu 8 lclometers swh d An Loe, Scull Vietnam. W02 Hem's helcopter was ii a mi,t d hee Cobras • 4800 feet when the helcolDr 
appged to break ii hal. 

n. aircraft then wert ito a flal spi\ exploded nl lusl ito flames Ll)Of1 "1)aCl. n. dta ~ pico conckJded lhal the Cobra had been ti IJt a SAM (Sllface ID air 
nissle), as lley had seen a trai of wtD smoke from the c,Otlld to the aircraft. 

n. dta two Cobras remairled 1Ner the sh, lu observed no one leavilg the crash. An inmecbe sea-ch ii the ..,ea was IQ possllle because d lhe enef11f slulllon, lu on 
Jin 2 and Jin 5, brief utace sea-ches were concu:ted nl remains were fOtlld which were ideftified as those d W02 Hosaka. 

A refugee reportedlhal hehadwlnessed a Cobrahelcolier crash nl btm IN' Tlr'I Khaivlage. Flteen da'fs later, he saw lhe bodes dtwoidvkllalswho had~ cled 
ii lhe crash. n. U.S. Arntt beleves ttis repolt may cmelabt to Hem nl Hosaka. 

After Action Report for: 11 June 1972 
HOLM, ARNOLD EDWARD, JR. 

REFNO: 
Nani: 
Rn,l8rnh: 
lit 
Daled8i1h: 
Home Cly d Record: 
Daledloss: 
Colnry d loss: 
loss Coorlhf.es: 
SlalUs (In 1973): 
Aiuaft/VeticlwGrollld: 

R1874 
Arnold Edw..,d Hom. .t. 
~SAmrt 
F/8 CAY 11 CAG 1 Aviml a.talon 
05 March 1944 (New London CT) 
W•erford CT 
11 Jin 1972 
Scull V1811lan 
162326N 1072407£ (YD565135) 
Kle4'8octf H«i Recovered 
OH-6A 

McOUADE, JAMES RUSSELL 

REFNO: 
Hane: 
RriJBranch: 
Uni: 
Dated Bith: 
Home Cly d Record: 
Daledloss: 
Colnry d Loss: 
Loss Coordillles: 
Slalus (In 1973): 
Awcrall/Velicl&'Grotnl: 

R1873 
Janesl\JssellMctlllde 
02/USAmrt 
F/8 CAY 11 CAG 1 Aviation Baaalon 
03 Jtl1e 1949 (Pasco WA) 
HocµanWA 
11 Jin 1972 
ScuhVieClliln 
162336N 1072357£ (YD562138) 
KiecWod'/ Mei Reoovered 
OH-6A 

01w Persomel ii lncidert: W.,r,e llllbs; Robin R Yeakley (nissilg from one OH-6A); James E. Hackett; Richard D. Wfllf (nimlg from second OK-6A). 

SYNOPSIS: &/ Decermer 1971, U.S. troops il-cotnry had deciled dr~ • from the 1968 peak d neart, 55,000 to less 1M1 30,000. Ttm enefl1f, terT1)ordf on Ill 
defensive 1Jt the fllOYes ito Carnbocla ii 1970 nl Laos ii 1971, began deploying new tNA forces sculwiard ii prepil'alion for another major offensile. 

In U...ch 1972, the VletniVnese lalllched a bee-pronged invasion of lhe Scull. One NVA force sweii swh across the DMZ. Is goal apparer'Oi lhe COll(JJeSI d lhe ~ 
promces nl the selzae of Hue. A second NV A force dr!Ne from Laos ito lhe Certral ~ and a lhi'd effort involved a drive from Carnbocla ito promces nor1hWesl" 
Saigon. 

Fierce~ ensued on al hee frorts, wlh tNA success the c,eiiest ii the nor1hem prom:es. Ai,mQ cor1nJed lid 1Jt Jin, the HOfth Vlelnanese began wlhctadlOhll 
some d a- adwn:e poslions, SIi holmlg considerable amotns of Scull v1111namese tentory 1n lhe northern promces. 
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Ila appeared rec»J to S11Tender. The 'Kl Carson" scotJ caled for hin to starld ~ illd come f01Ward, bl.Che cim't move. CU Scow had retl.med for bl illd WI w .. 
short LOHs <lJe to ~ cm,age, so I hoyered the C&C ship jJSl behrld the tNA. SuddefjJ we cane i.m nense rre from a large force to tis rear - a lrap had beln 
plarrled for the BkJes. I caDed for the Goos illd ltll!'f were •eactt ln-botnl. They Plf fNery rocllet ,vi on lop d the tNA. I was a 1mg d beaJyll I mmed to allude 
illd caled from some adlery. Abolf tta tine, Oak To rece~ed ardher ~ from Rockel Ridge. Just as the artlery g«i registered for us. the ARVN cariceled cu nmiln 
illd cu starxH!y reseive. I tried to tel !hem the rocket ..iack was ~ a cwersion illd N we had tta HVA Reginertal fob localed. No u:k, so we had to daaw. 
However, we caled ii TAC ai illd ltll!'f lid a ftne job oo Ila target! From Ila da'f on. the bde d Oak To• Ben Het was rNer illd the tNA wttaew. I an corwn:ed WI 
had fOtlld illd ~ a major headquarters. 

For Mav illd Jtn, A Trp claimed 124 tNA kled, 66 more ll'/ aistrl(es illd iltlery, ooe casued pkJs 93 blners deslroyed. They also ~ed 008 AK-50, a 122nm rocllet, 
hee AKs illd ari assonmert of cmnos. 

JulJ - On the 7th, a D Trp jeep struck a mile wtwe retmwig from a mouted nission klrrlg SSO Chnll t Smlll, SP4 Colon D. YIIUII, illd PFC Paw t Jolmon. ~ !he 
i..ter pat of J,.i/, A Trp started wormg for the 1st Bde agailst the 1 Blh. K-2. illd 958 tNA Aegimerts mmg Opermi Hiles. The prinary AO was between the llang Garia Pass 
on QL 19 illd LZ Action. D Trp corDlJ8d to perform recomaissarlce illd Sectdy nissions il the 4th OMsion's TAOR mmg !tis mor1h. 

August - On the 2nd, A Trp was wOlked to the east of An Khe when lhe'i observed runerous tvi speed trals, stucues illd fNfJI 60 tu1cers. Ctickens illd lvestock wart seen 
ii the aea, so the enemy was near at harld. Abolf 1530, 008 LOH reported Ila he was e,rpeiilll ICilg liffiajjes wth the aircraft. I then lost power, aashed ifD some lraeS nl 
btmed. The crew were seen departilg the area wth enemy soldiers folowilg close betn:I bl.C the folage was too ltidl for the ARP to be Inserted. At 1610, h downed cnw 
were located ii a smal clearilg aboti 1000 meters from the a ash sle illd were eldfacted ~ a med evac ~ wth apigle penetralOr. A series d itenslve aistrm were chclld 
on the enemy poslions Ila kled 23 tNA. On the 3rd, A Trp fOt.lld a li!t1 speedtral illdfolowed I for 891 mies. They fOt.lld several tNA, bicycles, illd btlus alonghu,. 
Al tOlalthe Gllls illd aistrites kled ten tNA Ila da'f. On the 61h, A Trp received heavy AW In from a large tNA ~aboti 35 KMs northwest of An Khe. Whenh Scats 
rebmed after the Goos had e>q>ended, ltll!'f fOt.lld 11 dead tNA. A fllther VR revealed Ila the~ was swrOlllded ~ runerous man traps Ila were consm:ted on 16-toca 
~ of bamoo wth pl.qi stakes every six ilches. Se-ieral aistrbs were iu lrlo the~ On the 161h, A Trp was caled to~ a 4-man LRRP il cutact Tlw GIiis 
kled ten tNA illd ~ eldfact the LRRPs. On the 161h, C Trp's ARP <iscovered what ooe 1 ll'd Abn officer caled •ooe of the mosl vauble pieces of ilfomaiM of the 'llllrllln 
Wil". In the OOf1hem end of the An Lao v-, lhe Sews observed a l1.mel illd tu1cer ~ The lbs eocotnered AW rre frcm the COfl1lleX bti bded a. wa, Inside 
one of the caves. There ltll!'f met illd kled fotl' tNA. I was later determined Ila two were I\JSSiar1 trailed doctors illd lhe ~ a I\JSSiarl trailed ph;mlacisl One of the doclor 
caTied a map illd ilfOOMion pqJOiD1g the poslion of the tNA hosplats arid mecical ~ pons il the AO. On the 171h, A Trp made ai,t coruct illd nert8d the lbs. 
They fOt.lld a wel eqijpped base 1:a111 illd caches of~ pkJs a barbershop arid deslroyed I wth rre illd explosives. 0 Trp coruud to perform recomaissne arid semty 
missions il the 4th Division's TAOR ~ ttis 111011h; bti oo the 31st ltll!'f moved to Bai Me TtlD E~ wlh a cormgeucy frcm HHT to prepare for oper.ions arOtlld h II 
PrqSf~. 

Sept.-. - On the 1st. B Trp moved to Bai Me TtlD E~ illd the ScJm"on set 14> a '!\mess Forwad' there to Sl4)pOrl Tf Fvur illd elemerfs of the 23rd ARVN l'.Mslon. 
Weather hanclcapped tactical operalions for parts of the monh. Even thou!tl various ScJinon elemelts had lived at Bai Me ltuli East prior to llis. I was d a Iii of wen ID 
re-establsh a base al old 'Ci111> Bleakness'. Aiaaltmaitenarice was never apleasat eicpe1ielice • Ban Me TtlD East Wti1 a few da'{s two of Olrp's plalDons wenllld 
ID Bu Prq in ari lnlaruy, Sectdy, ai-mobie reaction force for B Trp. Bu Prq was a smal ~ illd logisticatou prepil'ed for ttis age Amerlca1 ld.. As a reu HHT was 
~en the responsi>ily of ~ing food, sheler malerial, illd essertial St4)ples to the O Trp elemerts al Bu Prar,g. Basicalt !hey flew two rllSlC)ptf missions wery dirt to Bu Praig. 
HHT arid D Trp also esta>ished ari armo restWI poit al Nhon Co for the Sqm. By the end of the mmh. HHT snps were also making sivB ship Insertions of O Trp persomel 
aridVllllnirnese MPs along QL8B. They woud ~ the locals ii ..i~ to lean more aboti the enem,' btild ~ ii lhe swrcudng areas. HHT st.ps also performed madMC 
missions from the Bu Prq area B Trp mariaged to kl ten enemy soldiers arid localed iunerous luu COfl1)lexes. rot.tas d nlralion illd aeas where masstn anoldS cl 
food were lllder a.tivalion ~ the enerrtf. Two aiaalt were bacli dil'naged ~ enemy fre illd one pb ~ wOlllded. 

October - B Trp's dat, recomaissar1ce provided considerable nelgence data as the enemy mo¥emerts illd actwlies in the Bu Prarig area ilcreased. Nlmeroos twouac sles 
ilRI blner corr.-s. wel used trals, illd aops i.lder havest were reported. AW fie mected agailst B Trp's aiaaft ilaeased as the ~ ~essed. Weartw precuild 
some operalions eclti arid near the midcle ofthe111011h. Cuilgthe last week of the mmh. fwe B Trp aid were unaged ~ AA fi'e. On the 281h. lhe e>q>ected nm, dflnsiwl 
was laln:hed wth ..iacks oo CIDG ~ al il'Ot.lld the Bu Prq ,.-ea 1lis action woud be known as 'The Siege of Bu Pnng'. On the 291h. B Trp thwillld Ill'• separa 
aaacks oo fiebases arOt.lld Bu Prarig. Gm shi> aaacks deslroyed two 12.7 nm AA lllllS arid one 57nm fll The frienlles begal abarldorilg twebases illd consoldalilg mnl 
lhe mail Bu Prang arid Due Lap ~- From acoons ~ !tis ITIOlth I was leil'ned Ila elemerts of the 28th, 400\ illd 66111 tNA Regimer1s were motied il h siege. 

Nowlllllllr • Cui1g !tis mmh,A Trp Sl4)poftedthe 1st Bde iloperalions to the SOt.Chwest illd west of An Khe arid occasionatt the 3rd Bde west of Er1il'L A Trphtt ~ 
the construction al their aiaalt rnaitencllC8 hanger al Ca11> Er1il'L B Trp cor1DJed to SLIIP(llt Tf fqter Lid the 1st Bde SI.sled 0peralion SPRf.AGINS WHITE cuilg h "Silgl 
of Bu Prar,g". C Trp wOlked lhe An Lao V-, wth the 173rd Abn. D Trp wOlked wlh 8 Trp Lid lhe 131h when I retlmlld to Ca11> Enarl arid started provilllg ~ SIC&ltr 
oo 1he Enarl to Cheo Reo tqiway. On 1he 2nd. B Trp was wor1<ing an AO oo the edge of the mail balle aea arid VHPA Mermer Kn c..ran remermers: 

I was a 1 LT then illd had been ~ing Cobras wth the Undertakers silce I joined B Trp in Aui,Jst. MAJ Bowq had asked several Al.Os I ltll!'f were lrlerested il fttinD h 
'Ille bi"ds". Soda da'f I was fttingasJin Nowicld'sObserver as pat of 1111 traiwlgtobecomethe Sau plaloonleader. Jinwas~er 13, ~ingWilgfor~ 
17, CN2 George W. Grega, who had SGT Vernon C. Shepa'd as tis Observer. The aea we were working had been defolaled some tine poor, so the folage illdtrees .ui, 
COf11)1etet, obsa.fe cu view of the i,Ot.lld. As we orbted aotnl Grega, Jin illd I stded ttis lllge btrier ~ One of the blners had a very large operi1g ta 
looked Ike a wide set of stais going down no the i,Ot.lld. We caled Grega to have a look illd reported whal we'd seen to the C&C illd Gllls. I was reatt ~ aid 
Grega moved arOt.lld for a few seconds illd then cane to a near haver over the btrier wth the lil'ge openi1g. Thal's wtwl the tNA laced hin bad. Even fnVl lhlr • 
a Iii of fi'e arid SGT Shepard was wOlllded ii the fCQ. he got a Pete ou illd George mo¥ed off. He was strearq fuel lk.e aifl'I illd Jin illd I ttx.qt he was~ ID 
blow 14>. You coud see the fuel alomizing i"I lhe r~or wash arid forroog clouds necr the 11« eidaJst. The Gllls relied i"I arid started beating ~ the btriers COITCJIIIX _.. 
SGT Shepard's mart. We told George to gel I 00 the IJOt.lld QUICK illd 5Uddenti !tis age ·L' shaped L1 seemed to ~ 14) il frort of us: SO George JJSl find ilRI cjopped 
I ii. The next 1mg Ila happened was ~ plain good Ldc. I had a 'II« Pete' (a WP i,eoade Wilm a safety pil) i"l m, harld illd told Jin I warted to how I Id n h 
trees arid not the LZ; so we rNerflew George arid started to ci'cle back - as we reached the trees where I plChed the Pete. We ~ gci back to h ckJwned stip aid 
landed neil' !hem. cu LOH had a Mii illd I had arl M-60 fed from the back. Grega illd Shepard gci il the back; I'd pss George was necr the eerier a( lhe ~ 
arid Shepard was closer to the ouside. We took off arid dm't get to 100' when the wood opened~- I doo'tknow I the tNA had armushedtta LZ orlhe roadN..,. 
h0tq1 I or what. Maybe ltll!'f hoped to gel the relef coum for some of the fiebase baales Ila were going en Ar,fwa,, Jin illd I saw two 51 cals • cu 1 O arid 2 aid 
later lelfflld of anolher al OU' 7 o'clock. Jin ldered rNer the railo illd I wOlked the 60 agailst the 2 o'clock p poslion lid the bel broke. The good pat aboti ltiS .. 
lhal ~ Ila tine the Pete I'd hown was now Yi developed; so the Goos arid C&C had no trldlle f'fD1II us even thourJl thei alltnloo had been ~ected towad ~ 
tu1cer con1)lex. The Mii was oo arid I reached back to gel the armo bet. opened lhe COYer of the 60 illd was jJst closing I when I noticed Ila the frort of the• ... 
was gone arid we were going down. There was big explosion. The fie bal Ila wert pas1 us takilg of! pat of 1111 rrustactie illd btmed pat of 1111 harld between rrr, tpfS_ 
arid the nomex fl!lt u I'm not certail I we bJmled il the ai' al Ila poit or what; bl.C we~ the i,Ot.lld tad illd bolllced ito the a to larld agai1 wlhOU al!~ 
blades or skids or till boom. N.ualy we were hanging ~ trapped ilside illd I remermer ltning I was going to blow again. Later I woud joke N whal .a­
us to aash was beilg overi,ossed wlh tNA 51 cal• reatt a bad joke! An(way, Jin illd I finaly gci ou arid started !Jabbing s1ldl we ltlolqt we• need. I• If,. 
60, we gci some WPs illd il'I AR-15 (you know one of !hose sholties). I had 111145 (the Trp cim't ha'ie q more 38s al N tine, so I was blessed wth a 45). n. ~ 
railo was in a net between the seats. We cim't ttn abou I. so I stayed there. Abolf lhen we nooced SGT Shepard al (U 3 o'clock layilg face down. He had been II~ 
from the ship illd had a terrllle wOtlld from a 51 completeti across tis btAlock. You remeniler how large lhe Armt field ctessilgs seemed when we were n trlri1ll1 -
I remeniler ltning I woud take hat a bed sheet to cover Ila wOUld, he was laid open N bacli- The fi'e was d pretty lrlense al arOt.lld us arid reatt h ~­
meoable; so we decided to book. The LOH was stl buTW1g arid there were smal eiqilosiorls cOIJilg from I now illd then as the i,enades or a WP w .. df. AnfYI'/., .. 
~ the 60 back in the LOH illd started to move iltia'f when we hud George from ilslde the aicralt. Jin wert back to gel hin bti reuned saying he cedml't -­
OIL We moved iltiay illd never saw George agail. I later learned Ila the lllftS ii the ai had seen fi!J.(es nming towil'd the trees illd detemwled we were al~ 
arid were al least not kled il the crashes. 1kt whal ltll!'f had seen was the tNA nming for lhe trees because we had aashed amost oo top of ooe d hi blriefS •• 
they were sca-ed to de.1h. We started moving toward the souh becaJSe we had received less fie from N mection. Jin was il the lead, then SGT Shep.cl. ttllfl .._ 
SGT Shep;wd haoo't received IJl'f/ bone ~ bl.C he looked terri>le. The i,ass was tal il !he Ll. We hacil't moved off very far when we saw !tis Cobra corrq in to 1114 
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;"Wdy-~ M> i~1J-lhe.,Alm/ asa ~ -~.:-As yoo-~-pss~·I never saw~ bock clld ended~ 11 helcoplers! After Al I I weruo c.per111I i;uw, 

,_. to R. Knox as a carpner clld somehow I ended ~ 11 Vie!rWn assilJled to HKTll/17 as a jeep ctt.-er clld mal room clerk. Thii lasted less Iha! two weeks when 
someone asked me to shile some officer's bo<is clld I lhou!tt "lhal's 1-1 ai'li doilg lhar! I asked aromd clld was told lhere were opelWlQ 118 Trp's Sews 1111 I'd have 
ID vout•. Thlly decided the job. I SW1ded OK to me, so I vouteered. I'd been ltfilo as a ScOtf for abcu fOlf mOf1hs clld realy lted L I doni kl I'd do I again. 
bl& I reatt lk8d I al lhe line!! I'd flown wlh George Grega a few lines prior to ltis dirf. He seemed to lte me clld I lked hin. We COfl'IJUicaled illd waited wel tOQl!ther 
15 ScolJs. I ht I was lhe ._,. before !tis baale 0( 1UJb8 two riljts before, 1111 we were al il 1118 of the ScOlf terts havilQ a beer clld George said to me. 'I doni wart 
ID SC38 you or ;riythi1g. 1111 toda/ when we were retLmilg home from the AO as a~ of fOlf lOHs I happened to nooce lhere were ortt bee shadows on the IJOUld. 
M tnt I lhou!tt I was because we were sort of i1 a clood or somet1inQ. so I moved over a bl Shep, (lhal was ITff licknime i1 B Trp) we <iooi have a shadow -we JJSl 
wererii there!! No RVGer whii I dd. we <iooi havea shadow.' Al the line I sort of'wrce ltis off' 1111 ffl3'/be George had a premdion of lhings to come. I ortt remermered 
I aftelwads. Anf#wt back to the ballle, I doni remermer lhe btner wlh lhe large opemg Kn desal>ed 11111 00 REMEMBER lhe btner ~ clld looki1g •eye to 
.,a- wlh al tNA 51-cal aN. 1 lerat/ coucl seelhe whles of ttl8i' eyesll I 1)11 otithe Pele illdfred. Thlly fred clld cld a darmedmejob. I used to ftt wlhll'fffeel on 
h sldds. I was hi i1 the left foot (•er a fN dirfs ltis womd ww«ii bolher me Ila nu:h) aid 11 the ctwl (Ila WOll1d caused me a lot of clscorrlort for some line 
beC&ISe lhere was a piece of meal inside ITff mOIJh-I matt bl lhal off clld I healed wlh a big U'1> of sea- tissue.). &.11 doni Utt !here was nu:h left of lhe bottom of 
ow LOH. The raclos had been sta oti aid the fuel eel net hiwe been CUl1)ilg fuel lie aa:ry beCauSe I get al <Ner lhe frOlt btJ>ble clld stated ID obscue Olf vision. 
M twst I lhou!tt I was engile ol bt.t I looked back no lhe engine ~ clld coucl see lhal the ol tri level looked nonnal. Anf#wt, lhe Olher ship flew along side 
us nS wlh arm clld hall! s1!J1a1s made I clear lhalwe shwd land RIGHT NON. I'd 1JJeSS we ftt for IUJb8 two or ttree nntes after we were Shat I ramermer larllbJ, 
geailQ ito ttl8i' ship, clld gellilg slQ down agait pretty nu:h lte Kn desctlJed L I wasn, tut lrf lhe 8lll)losior'I he descrl>ed bU I knew I'd been hi i1 lhe blJl. I get Olf 
al 1t18 LOH after I hi clld sort of ral down the ti1 a 11111 WWfS. I doni ht I 'blacked Olf" cuilg arr, of lhal bU I flilt' hiwe. I do remermer cranig •wt from lhe two 
LOHs becaJse I had a hard b momg. We wereni too far •wt when we saw the Cdn come fl 

We~bolhKit( clldShep alltis poitto hear from VHPA Menmer Mice Paterson who was fttilQ the Snake they saw tryilgto larld. I had been II B Trp abcu5 mor1hs 
n1 was i1 the back suas AC lhal dirf. CPT Lou ChiricN!Jlo, who was ITff plaloon leader bl.t 11am1, been II lhal poslion allhal long, was illhefrOlt seat. We had flown 
as Ile hii,I Gm ealer i1 the dirf. CU lean was refuellg aa Bu Prq when we get the word lhal a LOH was down clld lhal lhe ~ lean was fri1g. We left i1 a lury. I 
e1oni remermer lhe briefng we usuatt had as 1118 lean replaced Dlltler on ~ I seems ID me lhal we get there frst clld never even asSllTled lhe posllon of lili1 
Gm; JJSt started tryng to~ u people on lhe 110Uld. I do remermer seeilg lhe LOH tunilg when we med aa ltis tuge L ~ dearilg lll.t I r1on, remermer seeilQ 
ltl8 Olher LOH. We made a CJick. klw pass clld told lhe C&C lhal I certaitf <iooi look lie a SIIYHable aash. on u second pass we were Sllprised to see someone get 
0d of the wreck clld from lhe WW/ he wal(ed we coucl tel he was serioustt rut I beleve we were the ortt shl> on stllfion clld lhal we were tablQ ID the C&C who was 
some clstalC8 il#Wf. NP/WWI, Lou clld I laled I r11er arid decided to land. The plarl was for Lou to get oti. 1)11 the irped person i1 tis place, clld remail on lhe IJOUnd 
11d someone coud come get tin. Please remermer lhal we were workilg ll1der the prenise lhal the LOH had receHe twe from a place 3 or 4 mies~ clld had managed 
111 I/ ilWili from the dcriger ortj to aash in ltis open area lhal we beleved to be sare. Nal"at/, lhal ~ get us no lots of tr<Ulle lllfer on bl.t aa lhal tine we knew 
nolhing of the action lhal had gone on II ltis area before we arrwed. Lou argued lhal we shoud go straqt in llf lhal poit bU I suggested lhal we make one more klw, slow 
pass to see I we ltew arr, fre. We new abcu 50 feet off the trees, ralher slow, arid n,jt along lhe edge of the cleailg - nolhing - 0( al least rdtilg lhal we coucl tel I 
made a un clld started back to land. The tNA maitained IJeal fre ~ clld reatt suckered me fl SUddert, we get hi from eveiywhere!! I r911'18Mler the cycle 
beslQ sla i1 two bU I SIi had lhe cn> In ITff llilld. loo yeled he had been hil II the hall!. I was hi i1 ITff left leg clld fO<t. We we,t i1 irwerted clld if1>acled ru far from 
where Grega was. After lhings stopped fttilQ arOtRI, I was able to get oti wihOlf lhal nu:h ~ clld wert around to,_ Loo otL He <iooi haye lhe use of tis hilld 
n1 I was reatf tutilll tin. NP/WW/, we get OIJ clld mariaged to tt ~ wlh Grega. I rerneniler he was bait/ blmed bU coud speak to us even hlu!tl he was dazed 
RI incoherert al tines. ftnlr, I fel no pain al the line - lhe actenai net hiwe ~ me gong because ITff wounds were reat, railer serious. We~ t8llilg Grega lhal 
~ was on the WW/ bl.the knew he was i1 bad shape. The ortt tilg I took from lhe Cobra was a sta 111J1 wlhot1 arr, shels - reat, smart! We coucl see lhe tNA al 
aromd us i1 lhe trees clld knew I was ortt a mailer of line before they'd come •er us. After awtje we came ~ wlh a plarl for me to move to lhe SOlfhem end of the ll 
~ such a WW/ as to corWilce the tNA lhal al bee of us had moved !here clld ttus Lou aid George, who were the most serioustf irped, coud tide aid wal for lhe rescue 
slip. That is how we separaled. I was successflJ II momg 11 a ralher obYious WW/ botqt lhe tal ~ass to the sOIJhem end of the ll. Nii long after I get lhefe a Huey 
tied to land to get me. 

We ift~ Kit, Shep, aid Mlle al ltis poit to nsert some cormier1S from VHPA Mermer Joe Feeney who was II the Huey lhal tried to get Mke oti lhal afternoon. ~ 
ITff fist tlU i1 Vielnam I was a cnw chief; then I we,t to ~ school clld to Maiten.n::e Officer school before ITff second tu when I was wlh HKT. I had ortj been i1 
eou11y a 11111 <Ner a nmh. Bob Rogers clld I used to ftt together often. He was a pld in the Avialiln Section arid new a lot, especlatJ wlh D Trp clld lhe vnus ~ 
torn HKT scalteled al around Quq lb: clld Dar1ac Prumces. on Smd;rf lhe 2nd. we had a Pl'/ master on board clld had flown abcu six hotl'S since we left Ena1 lhal 
mormg. The general offensive had been on for a few dirfs aeaa, clld as we new arOllld we saw lots of coiw~ anboshes clld bases taki1g fre. We were refueilg al 
Ill: up, which was lllder inon. clld 57nm RR fre most of lhal dirf, when B Trp's lbs jJqJed i1D ttl8i' stips clld left II a luty. We folowed aid asked I we coucl 
~- The 8 Trp C&C asked I we cwd go to Bal Me 1ha East clld get a ;.IIQle penetraler because he lhou!tt he rni,t need one II a lu1y lhal dirf. When we rel!Jned 
from East we folowed ltis 8 Trp Cobra to the sle of the ballle. B Trp had Inserted lhei' 8kJes aid <iooi have arr,one on 51ml exteJ' ltis Cobra as everyone else was 
reflalg. I ht lhe Cobra had e,q,ended aeact, bl.twas JJSl tryilQ to stwt r11er lhei' people on the IJOll1(1 We bCih made a low, slow pass <Ner ltis llJge ll; lffor1lnalet/ 
well m;nec1 wlh the bee downed aaall I remermer lhn<ilg al lhe tine -we are gDilg too slow, I JJSl know wel never make I to the ~ end of ltis ll aid we litli 
even haye cticken plalesl I was then lhal I saw one al lhe .Americais SlclldilQ ~ ll1der some trees. As Bob ci'Cled arotlld, he told the Snake lhal we were gDilg 11 to 
pick hin ~ arid Slarted an approach tor al area nea- where I had seen the 'Pf. Amost inmeclaletf we stated taki1g lots of fwe. As best I Cal recal, I r1on, kl we get 
very close to the touch down poit when I get hi n the left leg • ll'ff side of lhe Huey took several his. I do remermer ITff left leg ftt ~ clld hil me In lhe chest from lhe force 
al a tdet. As deterrniled as Bob was, we were takilg a hel of a bealilg; so he aborted the approach clld we cinbed back to allude where the Snake was. We label lhe 
simian r11er Inside lhe acraft for a few nntes clld wlh lhe Snake. wr- I <iooi have a lfe lkeal8fWIQ wound. I was pretty wel ll13ble to flJll:tion as a plCi. Abotf lhal 
line several B Trp aicraft rebmed arid I Cal remenil« lst8fWIII to the C&C on Guard. After fll1her clsaJssions, he released us clld we we,t back to lb: lap where lhefe 
was ill Sf aid~ When we get to lb: lap, Bob made ca1ai1 I was 11 lhe good halds of lhe meclcs; then he 1)11 the aew ctief II ll'ff seat clld llQ off. The SF mecics 
wen very good. They lealed ITff wounds as best the't coud clld I gci something to eal aid drlt HelcoJms were cormg arid goilg al the line. They caled for a Dust-Off 
ni one cane bl.t wwltli liDI because the ~ was reatJ ll1der pretty steac:tt twe. B Trp cane back agail lhal llltC to refuel belween 8 clld 9. We laled to lhem m 
asked I the'f waud come back when the't were done to take me to Bal Me Ttui. They said '511'8' bl.t the'f never cane back lhal llltt. I ~ lhey get real busy aid I 
reat/ wasni i1 arr, gr.we dcriger. NP/WW/, the neld rnori1g I <Id get a ride to East arid was taken ID ttl8i' aid station wtich consisted of some below IJOllld conex COltainers . 
They told me lhe aew ctief was there as wel because he had 'flipped Olf". NP/WW/. when he saw me he get very excled clld ra1 <Ner to me aid IIJgged me. He said 
when the't had taken me •wt al lb: lap; he JJSl mew I was gong to cle bl.t now he was very happy to see me agail. The mecics were glad to see hin respond favoraitt 
ni asked if I waud stW/ wlh hin a Ille wt.! longer. A.rrfwwt, !rt lhe end of the dirf I was 11 a big hosplal in Nha Trq; then on to Japan clld matJ the Staes. lkf you 
llnaw I never get arr, of ITff sbdf back from Viecnarn! 

Mb Peterson COIDlJeS wlh tis story abcu the Huey flown by Rogers clld Feeney. Just Ike lhey had done when I was tryilQ to land. the NVA heldlhei' fre 11d he had 
slowed to touch down. Then, al hel broke loose!! My filgers were on the skid clld the aew dief was reachilg oti to get me; bU the ship was tal(ing a terTtJle ll0tJl(ilO. 
I remermer <toppilg to the ground clld belevilQ lhal the Huey waud sa.ett be aasmg II on top of me arr, second. I was bolh st,prised arid pi to see lhem get .r-Nif/. 
I wasni lid after I was released clld Plit/ Fogg visled me 11 the Plei<U hosplal lhal I leaned one of the pbs clld one of the MS in lhe back were WOU1ded seriowJ 11 
that shp. A.rrfwwt, I laid klw after lhal lid I get dart clld then 1T10Yed ito a ltidl CUf1l of bamoo i1 the trees for the ril1t. Everything was (Jiet lhal evening from lll'f 
vatage poit, save for a few stds from ilrlYic1ial weapons. I he.Yd a Huey retun arid In! laler lhal eY8fWIII bl.t I couooi see il from where I was. 

Kit Cina1 corm.ies. Ji'n, Shep, clld I walched whal I lclfer leaned was Peterson's aid Ctn:tiglo's Snake cormg il aa a1 lllQle clld get klwer arid klwer 11d il was 
atlOIJ to be masked from view by lhe ~ass. The NVA 51 cas opened~ agai1 aid you crud see the ship stuler with each hil. I sort of stopped il lhe •· then wert 
straqt down clld aashed. Soon we he.Yd lots of smal arms fre clld beleved the NVA had kled the aew. I laler leaned lhal Lou clld Mike were ru kled aid <Id In~ 
wlh George. I leaned lhal lhey moved II a SOIJhem meclion as wel clld net have passed us bl.t we <iooi know I al the tine. (Elflor's rue: Tiis is ru exact,, correct; 
ortj Peterson moved to the sOlfh. loo clld George remailed near the air.rail) Na!aatJ the !JJYS in the ai were doilg everythilg the'f coud to ~ us. I was a lling of 
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beaiiy to walch the Blues get insefled. In fad ii looked like the Litt was ;JS! making a low pass; they Wefe WI and w lhl <µektf. Unlommtely we were not lhal close to 
them RI WI the !al i,ass we waud llfobctil have stu each olher WI the h( 14). 

(Eclor's note: Eart,, WI ITP/ resecl'ch efforts I had a confereia cal wth VHPA Members ~ Bowlfng (Iha 8 Trp Cma) and Leqton Haseli,ove (Iha Sqoo S-3). My l'llUS 
from lhal cal •e terriJle. &fa.,, e>q>lair1ed lhal 8 Trp's llkJes RID Trp (·) were ilsefled WI ill Ll a COl4)le tinted meters flJther to Iha sruh of Iha wge L shaped ll. 
They destroyed ~or lllillBlNered •OUld several WA AW posilioos as lhey moved tow•d the wge Ll. N. least Pcl'I or lfis force dd i1deed gel Olto Iha wge Ll bli thif 
was a SIi some cistcl'1C8 filther to the sruh or Jrn, Shep, Kn or Mike. 8ecaJSe no one knew exacltt where the downed crews were (SU"Vi'lal raclos woud have made al 
the cilference WI the wOfld!) and because the WA were momg al along their flris RI this was obviousfl/ 'Iller i,Otld', Iha 8kJeS coud rd Sia-, then! long. The lbs 
said lhal if lhey were goilg to sta'i on the !JOUld overri!ti, lhey woud need to be renorced wlh a "lcl'ge force" (speclicatf one lhal had Is own rnortn) RI that lhey 
waud need lots of atlery Sl4)l)Olt. I was gellilg lale ii the day RI UJ said he CW<il't delver on elher of these 'Sl4)p(llt re«JSemerts". Tlis Isn't uprlsilg • Sqoo OR­
LLs show lhal the neaest U.S. lnl RI Ant were some 41h Id elemerts necl' Cheo Reo, Iha ARVN had their hands U wth Iha fie base bides, Iha sle may have belll 
otfside ARVN Ant rcl'IQe (bcJ no one trusted ARVN AJtt!), lfis •ea was very necl' Ccl'OOO<ia RI a 'long wir, from anywhere". So lhey ptjed Iha 8kJes OIJ before Iha WA 
coud set a trap for them.) 

Kn cortilJes. Also I lecl'lled M a Huey crew had seen Peterson from the • and had tried to land to gel twn. I was kil M as he rill towcl'd Iha stip, lhey walched ii 
horror as Iha WA stu twn several lines RI assimed he was dead. Whoever told me this said M Mite was SIi we.mg tis chicken pl.ta wtlctl ~ed tin was q 
serious QDS. He was ;JSt Jcnocked down RI bnised. (Eclor's note: Please refer to Mle's own accout. I asked tin speclicaly abcu this mailer. He said he was rd 
weailg a chickenplale. His normal custom was to slonlwhie tfilg. He was sltilgon ii lhal day, so I stir,ed ii the •craft.) MfWa'i, I was reatt sometilgtow.-cti 
Iha F100s dewer their .-strbs. Several lines they waud pass <ired>/ overhead. We were on iu baclcs walcoog. You coud see Iha Wilgs on Iha ra of Iha bonDS 
open 14> as lhey left Iha •craft. folow Iha Ina of fl!tt to Iha olher end of the Ll RI Iha BJq>losion. The WA were tai1Q a potll<irlg from this stuff as best as we COUd 
dellrmile. 11 beQcl'l to ge1 dark RI we stcl'ted momg agail, crilWWlQ bOlJ!tl the i,ass. II reatt gci ctn RI I remenmer not bei'1g able to see arrtthi'lll ii frort or me; so 
I ;JSt kept touching Shep's f~ as we wart. We stopped 1Ner now RI then. lui1g one stop, I made a cunb mistake RI Ill "'I 45 down so I COlif rol over RI look 
befnl us. I had look back several lines before RI knew we were leavilg a ~a'i wide road' bOlVI the i,ass as we crawled. My mild kept telrlQ me lhal Iha NVA 
Waud find I RI come folowilg alter us. I looked back RI coud see the stcl'S RI the wide open palh. I llmed back and I took me a ~ of seconds to find ITP/ 45. 
When I had I RI reached for Shepcl'd's foci; THEY WERE GONE! I ham't hecl'd them crawl off or crr,1tinQ IJlj there was a lit of noise SIi cl'OUld Iha Ll. They were 
!topping twes RI SIi workilg wlh the BkJes. I crawled down the 'ti,,llwir,' they left RI c.rne to a poit where I lhourjt I spl. I wert Iha wrong Wlfi RI ended I.Cl 
alone. I COlif SIi hear the heicoinrs overhead so I roled over on ITPf back RI waited for a good momert, then b.med on ITPf strobe l!tt, A Huey saw I RI Siu a-i 
approach to ill •ea abcu 50 to 60 ycl'ds awir, from me. I llmed off the l!jt RI stated tow•ds the slip; bli I loci off, cscled RI c.rne back to land on a smal two 
lale road in the Ll. The WA stcl'led umg on RI off their ftashl!lts to look l<e strobes as wel bli I was told lhal I reatt wasn't M ~ to determine the real one. 
When the Huey lcl'lded the second line he had al tis i!t1S on. I stood I.Cl RI stcl'led nming lowcl'd the slip. I QCi witil abcu 25 ycl'ds of I when he llJned OIJ Iha illtU 
- I guess to l)fesert M rruch less of a ta-gel to the WA who wlhOIJ a~ were also moving towcl'd Iha helcopter. I was me wfje the~ were on as I was nnq 
rvt for the l!tU. When lhey wert OIJ. I CW<il't see a lhilg! Lucktf I k~ nming binctt for the stip. The crew did was t/ilQ as Jib lllll, 1hri God, had stepped 
w of the stip. As I wert nming past, he !Jabbed me RI hew me no the c•go COll1)cl'1rnert I was Id! SllJXiSed RI pleased to be ii the back or a Huey bli he had 
th-own me so hcl'd I amost wert OIJ the other side!! I hecl'd twn yel GO!! GO!! There was lits of fie al cl'Ollld us as we lfted off RI I remember ttnilg we wcud be 
Siu down for Sl.le. The slip had been hit several lines and was a real mess. We wert to some fiebase RI lcrlded. 111' some reason ltis Huey had a VHF ralio RI al 
the olher raclos had been shot OIJ earler. In fact, I guess the olher stips were al cafllg tin on FM RI UHF~ tin not to go in; bli he CW<il't hear them. Arr(#a,, 
we gci ill FM racic> there RI were allle to tall to the other heicopters. They lecl'lled lhal Jin RI Shep weren't fcl' from where they had picked me ~ RIM I beleved 
the Cobra crew had been kled. The poor crewctief 'plot" IP sick al the pon RI wert no CUMEions; so Iha me<lcs li>Ok tin ?Nllfi. A Ide whle laler, I was piclc8d I.Cl 
RI taken to 1U ~ al Ban Me TllD East where I coud "relax" and ~ea beer. Neecless to S11i bli I had nm, ttigs to Itri abcu M nil1t- The nmd dai/, 1W 
8owslg iu me ii the back of tis C&C - they 11«1'1 wn me tfing for awhle. We wert back ito Iha same •ea Agail everyone has perfect~ bli c1mg one or 
Iha !Jll RllS a Pete suddlrit wert off sort or necl' where the HE was hitlilg. I remember we al asked on the racios where M Pete had come from RI finaly wrcu I Ill 
wlh the tto.qf lhal when someone was stokilg rocbts no a Cobra lhey il'IQertertt, added a WP head. As I llmed OIJ, the rockets were ~ vsy nea to where .in 
RI Shep RI lhey were liing to tel us they were there by bowing the Pete. They also hoped the WA woum't know where they were because Iha Pete was jJsl aRJhr 
8llplosion. MfWi'i, they woud E&E for a few more day before the WA picked them 14>. I guess Shepcl'd's wOUlds were reatt Sl4)er terrllle at M poi1. lier I talk.ed ID 
Jin who maitailed M he was sad he wasn't able to be a ScOIJ again alter walcilg the tral wlh the WA. He said had lecl'l1lld where RI how they ca'l1led, how ~ 
Cil1lOUftaged themseHes, how fcl' lhey moved between stops, etc. He said he wcud have been 'Mr. Dealh tinSell" wthM knowledge! I'd Ike to close by sa,ilg Yetlat 
I've said a tinted lines before RI wl llfobctil S11i cl'dlBI' tinted lines - I'd ;JSt Ike to thri everyone in 8 Trp, ii D Trp, ii HlfT, Iha F100 IJll/S. the Altiery 1J1JS, h 
ARVN Rillgefs lhal Wert II alter us RI reatt gci chopped I.Cl bad, everyone lhal tried to ~ us • THANKS. Most of al rd Ike to thri Bob Rogers for puli1g me OIJ lhal 
ril1'-

Kn's short career as a ~er was ewer. He waud lnsh tis IIU tfilg GlllS RI as Iha 0pns Officer. 8tt Iha story is fcl' from over. ii fact I wcud take several weeks aid. 
sadder yet, several yecl's to coq,lete. The nitc or 2 Hat was a 'long ~ for nm, people. VHPA Merrmer George Miny was Iha Sqoo Cmct at the line RI relates: 

We QCi Iha cal ii the lale afternoon lhal 8 Trp had lost some .-craft RI defillett needed some~- You've QCi to remermer al lhal line I was a Sqoo Cnd wltW a 
Sqcti becaJSe al the h Trps were opconed OIJ to other lllls. I art; had HlfT RI I was a-eactt commlted marrilg refuel RI r8cl'l11 pons RI such sruh or Bal lie 
Ttld. M/Wi'i, we ptjedtogether aCQ4)1e siclcs, alerted ARI C Trp of the llfoblem. made certaillhe 17IhCAG RI the 41h W knew oflhe ~ RI left for Ban lie 
Ttld. We were able to make I OIJ to the sle M evenilg. When al Iha .-craft finaly retllned from Iha AO, we sorted ttigs ot.t. Most or lhei' •craft had belll shot ICl­
I lfri they had al least six less operational .-craft IIWI lhey had al the stcl'I of the day. They were short bee • crews. &eryone was dead Ired bli warted to do~ 
• jJsl qthir1g to gel those IJll/S on the !JOUld back. Nalllat,, the ScOIJ RI G111 boys wned to go back ii the nmd dir, RI 'Show 'em reatt Cav saitr. Wei, Iha ml 
ttq elher !lily or I wned was to loose even more people to a slualion lhal cleatf seemed to be ii the NVA's f.wor. We talked to the 8kJes M had been on the~ 
RI to Kilt We talled to Bob Rogers • that kid was a real hero. 8'/ God, M slip was a mess!!! I don't Itri we ever r•ed I, I was M bad. Then we wert ow.- ID h 
23rd ARVN to see whal they coud do. They were tcialy commlled btf ilTillQed for us to use pat of ill ARVN Rillger en. M was ii really Iha II Corps Res8lve al h 
line, so long as we ccud use iu LIi to iu them it The llBIII day we inserted abcu 150 men from ltis Bn on a road 11011h or the Ll where cu .-craft were. The JJfil 
also ordenld a Mechllllto move14> RI try to~OIJbliMll«l'tworkOIJ toowel. M/Wilf, these Raigers foui,tvery hcl'dblilhe WA reatt had them w-ram,erecl 
OIJillffled, w-everylltiged. For a CQ4)le of days we Sl4)p(llted them wth everyttq we had RI they took a tarTllle J)OllDlll, 40 ID 50f. casualles as I recal ~ 
lines I wert back to the 23rd CP RI said we had to ptj lhose IJll/S OIJ; btf they WOIJltl't do l The 23rdpeope seemed ID have the allludethatlhal was whallhe Ra1IJll'S 
hadCOITilg to them, so they left them ii Rlreatt 11«1'1 rei1forcethem orsq,portthem tolhe ~ee ltto.qfthey shdL Str.qe concb:t - I <lltl't RI don't llldersiand 
l Of al the ltwlgs I remenmer abcu lhal llU, Iha memory of M RillQer 8n is one of the mosl vMd in ITPf mild. n I Waud have even lteamed M they wcud have 5"fe,ed 
Ike lhcf. I woud never have iu them in M day!! 

We relll'n to Mle Peterson's accout. The neict morning everything was stl Qliet bli I knew Iha WA were stl i'l lhe a-ea, i'r force. There was a road to Iha east of ttw ll 
I was on Iha west side on sort of a Iii. For Iha neict fotl' days or so I E&Eed ~. I ate bugs, Itri waler from le.wes RI pools ii Iha road. Once I happenlld ICJCIII 
two WA necl' abtnulr. One was sllingal atable otfsidelhebtner, wrlilgaleaer, I guess. We struggled. I i,abbedalailefromlhelable RI kled tin. AbOIJltiStnl. 
this Olher IJll/ comes OIJ of the bu1ker, sees me RI <Jicktf goes back ilSide! I ;JSt knew he was goilg to get a Pl. so I wert ii after tin. We foui,t ii there ald I klld 
tin. Neecless to Si'i, btf those cl'B ralher strong iJ1>ressions ii ITPf nm! I was geUilg weaker mertaltf RI l)fftsicat/ wlh each passing day. I CW<il't trffll nu:h i 
al. Thal last ri!tC I C001)1etl!tt lost l I recal goilg down to Iha road to mo from Iha pools or waler there MI fOllld so refrestilg. MfWi'i, I started saeaiilll aa h 
WA to come RI gel me • real Rarmo l<e. Wei, the neict monwig the place was covered wlh ~ols RI lhey fOllld me along side the road. Lle I said. I cou«11.,,. 
very wel; so they suig me on a pole RI we hl(ed abcu two or bee days. We've weren't lhal fcl' from C.mxda. Even then I wasn't "Wlh r rru:h of Iha tine ald • ~ 
worse before I QCi better. I remember bei'1g taken to a ~ RI ;JS! before they tcx,j( ITPf Selto Walch, I looked al the dale • Iha 9th. Shep, Lou RI Jin were there ~­
I beleve I was wfje we were al lfis ~ bli I fflil'i have been al a PON Reuion some yea-s laler tta I leaned M CW2 George W. Grega (led that fist ~ ii u,u 1 
arms from the tuns he'd recewed M day. MfWa'i, the INA k~ us i'r a pl bli we weren't treated bdf. I meill they llctl't bear us or qthing. I'd guess we were U..­
abcu iRJlher week or ten days. Arrtwa>i, Shep RI I were hcl'<tf whal qone ccud cal •escape th-eals'I My leg was gelling Qcl'l!J800US RI WOll1ds on tiS Id.,. 
jJsl terrille. I racal lhal Lou reuned from cl'1 nenogalion session wlh Iha news M ii a day or so he RI NOIWicki Woud be momg I.Cl Iha tral to Iha North ald Ila&• 
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soon as Shep and my wOUlds were better, we woud lolow. Su'e enotqi il a d.rt or so, Lou and Jin lell us. I never saw lhem • lid after they were released il 1973. 
1 was abot.l llis line !ta two C31Ued ARVN Ralgers .rrlved al w- ~ - Lee me tel you they were some of the rnealeSt, tOlqleSt, nastiest ~ I ~e ever seen or 
even heard abot.l il my me lie!! They woud constilttt yel and spl al the NVA and resist and make lie~ In every waif. We caled lhem •Kn Core" - they were 
irCJressNe. Wei very soon after Jin and Lou left, lhese two ARVN made ill escape alt~ We heard some COlmlOtion and looked 14> to see N one or these ARVN 
Ralgers had c,ab an NVA gi.wd and chokilg lwn. The nel of I was !ta cf least one of these IJJYS lid get t1Naf arid, I Itri. the Olher was kled. ArPtn,, wltWl bee holn 
al the escape the tNA had us on the 1110¥8. Lcfer cm,g a debrielilQ il the Long Bitl hospial I learned that there was aclUatf a •specta ops• section where these ARVN 
Ralgers were trai1ed and ~en the job of beilg ~ed and then escapilg so the good IJJYS coud learn sometmg abot.l the P<1N tal1)S. Appa.-o, the NVA knew a 
111111 abot.l tlis because they had us w ol the ta111 ii notting !lat. I aso believe someone told me ita as a r~ of the ARVN Ranger's escape, a rescue force dd vlsl 
llal ta11I wlt1l1 a short period of line - ol eotne we weren't there. What I'm abou to tel you now Is ptl'e ccqedlJ"e on my pat • you make 14> ycu own nind. I beleve 
h tNA knew we were •goners•. I certaitt beleve I woud have lied wlhil a short period of line and Shep's long term prOIJl()Sis was not good. The tNA medcal altfRlon 
aid capabllies were prinllve al best - It least whal they were able to ~e us. So long as Shep and I were alve, we were valJable to them. I beleve they 118!Picfed a 
prisoner exchange. A dil'f or two before w- release they fed us reatt wel, ilCkJding some sweeC pudm1g I later learned had been made from till 11A. They told us I was 
iq)olta1 that we tel "the world" that cu trealmert had been good or that Lou and Jin "Wrud pay for cu crmes•. Ttis is the reason wf1'f some ol cu ptJJlc Uemem 
after cu release were •artl-war"; we <lml'I wilt Lou and Jin to suffer. MJW'I/, they took us to a road and told us to sla>/ rtctt there. Abw two rrnm later and Amerlcal 
tuck cnes us and picked us ~- I till remeni>er !ta there was ill American ii the back of I because he oiwe me a cigarea, - I real-/ appreclaled lhal! They ctove us to 
a FB and we were evaced to Plelcu. We weren't there long btf (llilg !ta line several 1JJYS from B TIJ) visled us. I remem>er before tlis line LT Elmdge. "falll" we caled 
tin, used to ,jie everyone a hard line becue he was "short". Wei, I QCi back • tin because I knew I wwd be home il a few dil'f s and he'd SIi be twe. 

Now, that/, we let Vernon Sheperd frish tis story. I remeni>er these everts pretty nu:h as bottl Kik and Mb have descriJed btf let me add some delals. A1tM .In and 
I Nltiertere, moved ""'If from Kit we tid In some trees. We were so close to the Huey N came il and oci Kit cu that I cOIJd see the red dash_.. I knew I cOIJd 
ffllMI fa.,t enotqi to get to the slip before I left and I real-/ 1el safe" il the trees versus w il the open il the cleari1g. Besides that slip was ctailg ~ d In and I 
IM!'I wn q part of thall After the luy lell, we moved a Ille deeper lrto the trees and lid a Ille better. We hdd some rudlg il the brush ru ra- illl'lf and later 
dsaJSSed tlis wlh Ml<e who head the same thilg N evrilg. We theorized N we were very close to each Olher that ri!tt. lMfbe 1 o to 15 feel apart, btf no one aed 
cal w to hiestigale the scuce ol the rUSlilg sotllds!! The second d.rt we tid cu and hoped N lhe bad 1JJYS wwd go illl'lf and the BkJes WIUd llbn. We had 111 
11-16, one clp of ;mno, a ba'Jonel. and one pack ol Canels btf no malches. We ended 14> chewilg the ciglM'ettes and N was pretty good al the line. Id had"" nomax 
gkwes. il the morning and evrilg I'd• lhem across the leaves and c,ass tJti they fled wlh moislln, then I'd suck lhe waler from them. !).mg tis line the WOllld 
rn my ITIOIJh was especially trOUllesome. We had a sive WP. Jin <lml'I wn to how I for fear of COIJ1ll"OllmlQ cu location, so he had me 'Sfa/ tiddlln and crawled w 
lrto the open area There he waled for 111 appropriate momert to try to silJ\al lhe •craft. I remem>er we were especiatf ~ to altracl the aller1iJn ol a ad Dog FAC 
la was ldilll il the ahll1<es. Fililltf .In popped lhe Pete; btf the awcran <l<tl'I seem to notice. They moved ""'If and <iml'I reun. We lid agan N f'iltt. On the 
ttd dil'f we wcfch the tNA gong ttvoui,i the LOHS and saw them marclwlg past cu location wlh lhei w~ SUlQ over lhei shouders. We heard the f'mg assocaed 
wlh lhe ballle lhe ARVN Rarlgers were hamg and knew N I was a long W'lf from us • too far to be of ~ to us. We conckJded N we wwd hM to do somelhilg on 
cu own and that we w<Ud start the • AJ N tine the best I coud do was sort of a low crawl. I'd stick the ba'/onel il the i,otlld and use I as a lade to ptt ~ 
along wlh some assistarlce from "'f left leg even lholqi I had been damaged cf !he very stat We crawled a long tine • tJti we were C001)letet/ 8ldlaJsted. We fotlld a 
holowed w. dead tog and sle!i il I lie sort of a tmmock. When lhe sm came i,.i on lhe fOIJth dil'f, Jin had made me a cnich cu of banboo so now we cOIJd wait 
We clctl'I exadl'f know where to go btf we hea'd and saw fixed wi1Q awcraft lill<ilg and headed toward that. We wal<ed al dil'f and I was reatt suprised N I clctl'I ~e 
llal nu:h pail. I was IJlCOITlfortalle and nooced whal I lhotqt was a <k1) from the wotlld il "'f !dock • that tuned cu to be maggots falilg cul il the afternoon we 
cane to a c1earW1Q N wert ~ a i.. We thotqt ii we coud get on that hi. we crud see where lhe awcran were lill<ilg and how to get there. .In told me to 'Sfaf In the 
rees and moved 0t1. He got abola hair W'lf 14> the i-. and silce I <l<tl'I see Inf darlger, I started walkilg after tin. I clctl'I get very far when I heard b A.Ks open 14> and 
sa. Jin ctop inmedatett. I lerat/ "tried to tide behind a blade or !Jass". The next thilg I tel was the nuzzles of fcu AKs In "'f back and people y,Alg • me. I SlOOd 
'Cl and they tool< me over to the edge ol the cle.mg to ttis 6'2", Engish speakilg non-oriert.al mar1. I sdl ttn he was a lusiat a!Ms«. He defijetf spoke wlh ill 
ICCldert. My i11>resslon was that he was trealed "l<e a kilg" • he had 15 to 20 tNA arotlld tin N seemed very iUrested il doilg whalever he asked. AJ fnt he <l<tl'I 
speak to me btf tis look was somethilg l<e "We've got you now". maly he asked I he crud do irfilhilg for me. I said I was tow. so they pe me a rice bal. He 
aslled I they ccud look • "'f WOlllds. I showed lhem and they wrapped them for me. Then they stated askilg abou "the Olher IJJY" and I led ._. Olher 1J.¥? - I'm 
ablll" because I hactl'I seen Jin and <l<tl'I know how he'd made otL Evertuatt they brOlJ!tt Jin over • he was OK and haltl'I been hi. 

They stated mar~ us toward the ta111 lhal same dil'f. They l)li a ba11>oo pole between cu elJows, tied cu hinls il the frOlt and l)li a hood ows cu heads so lhal 
we cOIJd ort, see the i,otlld il frOlt or us. The ne>d dil'f, I beieve, we ~ cldllf i,~ gong the opposle cl'eclion on the same trai who were catyilg a hamnock 
corUmQ an Amencat. They happened to pass !Ji dose enourjl so I cotJd see il even wlh lhe hood on. I clctl'I know Mb Peterson • !ta line becaJse he was il the 
Gllls and we clctl'I sociaize al N nu:h wlh Gm pbs; moSl>f wlh the Sew plms. So I asked .In whal that was and he told me I was Mb. Jin nl I were lhe fnt 
ID aJWe • the carJ1J. I was abot.175'115', urOlllded !Ji a banmoo fence illd had hee cages near lhe nidlle. Each cage was bul over a pl abolJ bee feel deep. The 
Slruclll"e was abola 8x12 along lhe lean-to desi!Jt The roof was made of ba11>oo poles covered wlh big teawes. Inside there was a stock Ike arraigemert and we were 
locked il I each ri!1t- The tNA clctl'I treal cu wOUlds for lhe fnt fcu dil'fs we were there. I'd guess to ttt.11 tNA staff was il lhe siK to eti,t people raige. Loo showed 
'Cl next and then Mice - they ffli'i have anwed on the same dil'f. I'd guess the fcu of us were together al least one btf nii two weeks. After evt ARVN showed 14> ne>d 
DI they plC flu il each pl. The "Had c«es' cane a dil'f or two alter Loo and Jin left. I wilt to sa, sorneUwlg here and now - Jin was a big. big i., to me al cm,g 
lis perlocL Mq tines he cotJd have done better !Ji tinsel btf he Sl'lfed wlh me and tool< care of me. I can't sa, enoui,i good ttqs abolJ hin. They fed us art, rice 
DI pe us an Amerlcarl aurn,n carteen U ol la wu each ri!tt- We used ttis as a ta wcfer bcGle to keep wam. We'd nJ> I over cu arms nl chest then use I 
as a plow. The nelll dil'f we'd dri'i lhe waler. We <l<tl'I have a blriel or ll'IOS(J.to nee btf I don't remeni>er ~ beilg a problem. CkJ nerrogalOr was an orlertal 
la had been ecllcaled i1 the Stales. Sia I was 111 NCO, I <iml'I know nu:h abot.l lhe nilary sllmJn so they clctl'I ask fflcll'1/ ~ abou l Most of the (JJ8Sllons 
were abcu home, the famt/, whal ~ they wore, etc. They asked me whal my 1st SGT lid - I <iml'I know so I answered !ta al I saw twn do was smw movies! They 
asked whal was the best place to sld al on a ~er • agail I lold them I wasn't an e,ipe,t on ttis btf suggested the nm blades. I warned them N they were Md to 
IC because they were momg so fast! They came and tool< picl16es or us a ~ lines. They oog a hole sort of il the certer or the bee cages. 1 was 4x4 and mi a 
feel deep wlh a covered Id amost lb yoo'd l)li 111/er ill rinal trap. They used a mched tog to get In and ot.t of the hole. 11is hole was where they uit the Had Cores. 
Abeu llis tine I was able to walk arou,d a Ille so IUtig lhe dil'f they'd let me rake leaves and do odd chores. Mike was get!ilg worse and <lml'I get w nu:h except to 
relave tnsel. This Is how I was able to get close to lhe H•d Core's pl. They seemed like Koreans to me btf I don't know for su11. They motioned to me N they wilted 
me ID ~ choke a guard. Mike and I talked lis over, then I let lhem know I wasn't too iteresled il trying that. The Hard Cores caused so nu:h trill.tie N lhe tNA citl'I 
lei lhem cu of the pl - they even had to releve themseties il the ac,s a. food came i1. Those IJJYS were totqi!! There was ttis gi.wd we caled °8ab'f face" becue 
he was so yomg. I was cu rakilg leaves or something when lhe two Hard Cores started making some noise il lhei pl. Wei Ba11f Face l)li tis AK 14> agailst a tree and 
leaned over to look i1 lhe pl. Evertuat, when he got closer, they i,abbed tin and ptA!d tin no the pl. The next lhing I knew, one of the Hard Cores had Jll1)ed w a, 
h pl, !Jabbed lhe AK and was poitllg I back no lhe hole. The dher Hard Core gci cu~ and they moooned for us to joi1 them il lhei ~- I motioned for lhem 
to go wlhcu us because I knew Mb cottil'I make the ~ and I <l<tl'I wilt to leave hin. I don't recal N one of lhe Hard Cores was kled or N lhey Idled qone tu 
IMfbe Mike was prwy to a corwersalion In long em N I <im11 take pat i1. I llfi ~ession N one of the debriefers il Long em asked I he ccuc1 1mg some ~ 
il to look al us. We said OK and soon these same two H•d Cores cane il to idertily !ta we were lhe same 1JJYS they'd seen ii the CilT1J. lrteresling, IUl? I'd guess we 
clltl'I stat il VIBIMTI more tharl a d.rt alter cu release and were debriefed a kt. I <l<tl'I care so long as they kep 1mg me food - I was reatt 11.nc,y. We wert to Japari 
for a dil'f then to clfferert hosplals il the St.fes. I stated ii the hosplal abou 30 dil'fs and ended 14> fllishing my ristmert • !ta ilstabion. 0lher lharl lhe P<1N elmer 
we had • lhe Whle House and one crewclief N was il B Trp, I haven't had B1PJ COltad wlh qone N was il lhe 7117th CAY. 

VHPA Meni>er Yi Bowwlg provides a few more delals. When lhese ARVN Rangers escaped, they uned ~es il ill ARVN compoc.nf and the senior America1 
aiMs« caled us wlh the news N they nili1 have some ilfomaion abot.l cu people. I flew over there and was told !Ji ttis U Colonel !ta I'd tae to wal owide. t 
saled past tin no lhe room where they were debrieling these IJ.YS. llrou!ll them we obtailed the fnt •real ilformalion" abot.l SGT Shepard and WO Peterson btf rlltilg 
on lhe ~ - They happened to make a casual statemert abcu the •one American boctt near the road'. Ttis, of ccuse, was news to me. We were alJle to otun some 
more specific ilformalion from them and wltWl lhe ne>d mc>te dirts worked wlh an ARVN Cavalry Id to sweep lhe •ea. The NVA were long gone !Ji N tine btf tlis 
was how we fOUld and retrieved George Grega's boctf. 
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On the 2001, whie doing a VA il the An Lao Valet, W01 Fred A. Exner Ill of C Trp was kled when tis LOH a-ashed after experienci1g a tal rotor fat.n VHPA Mermer Haiy 
Michel descri>es these everts: 

I was the Scru team leader that da'i. Fred, an experienced LOH piot. was ft,tilg my wilg. He had the ackMional <Uy of beilg the troop ~ Officer. A LT Gay (?) Nelson 
had been a Cobra ploC for some tine and was In the process of sesig i he wcned to be a Scott. He flew as Fred's Observer and I was his frsl d3'f In a LOH. Thal da'i 
the AO was the northern pat of the An Lao rNer from l1 EJ9Sh. We were wormg from the ~ 1Joc.nd down towad the v-, floor. Fred caled that he had ._ 
uperienced a tal rotor fat.n. I Qlickti ti.med and saw hin goilg i1o the trees. He roost have had r.-tier low forwad speed al the tine because he shCdd have been allle 
to ftt Ola of the aea even wlhOlf a tal rotor. Just after the LOH ti the trees, the blades folded 1CJ and ~ umg. The rvt frllft side of the ship ti the IJW)d. I was 
rvt rNer the aash sle In seconds and even thou!tl this aea was tr1)le canopv jll9e, I coud clelltf see the wrecll. There was no movemeri aoc.nd the wreck and lnllatt 
there was no ffe. We caled for the BlJes even lhotql the nuest l1 was some cistalC8 -~- After abotJ ten niues the wrecll stilted to tun and sooo the ilmlO 
sbded cookilg off. We had to badl off because of the uplocilg anmo. AbotJ this tine we saw a pen flare come 1CJ ltT~ the trees. We clslTissed I as pat of the 
lunilg anmo. A ~ nwues I.fer when we saw another pen flare, we knew someone was awe down there. We caled for a med evac wlh a µve penetraler. I 
111Wed and even lhotqi the anmo was slit e,qJlocirlg, they puled rvt 1CJ to the a ash sle and pti the peoetraler down LT Nelson was so ba<lt wOtllded that he was 
11\itie to gel tinself ito the cortraption; so the me<ic wert down He was able to COIJ1)lete the evacualion. No one else was tut lbilg that eldraction. Laler the BkJes 
cld gel In and retrieved Fred's l,octf. Yea-s taler I saw LT Nelson agail in Germany ft,tilg Cobras; so I an pt to Sert that he recovered from his wOlllds. 

December. DLmg this monh, A Trp wcud work several cifferert AOs in northwestern II Corps and for the 3rd Bde west of Enilt. B Trp woud fiisfing 1,11 ls work for the 1st 
Bde's Operalion SPREAGINS WHITE In the Ban Me TllJot, Bu Prang aea. C Trp worked the An Lao Vilef and Crows Foci aea, we.-tier permllilg, or else they worked the low 
lands againsl the VC. D Trp COIJ1)leted the Erwl to Cheo Reo conva, seQlly assqimerts, then conc11c:ted sea-ch and destra, rrisslons and served as a r8»J reaction force 
for A Trp. On the 1 Oh, WO PetefSOO and SGT Shepad of B Trp were freed 1J1J the NVA re!D~ nea- a 451h ARVN ~ sle nea- Due Lap. Thlrt were caplll'ed lJIJ the JNA utag 
the balde on 2 Now descrtled earier. The Pacific Stn and Slr1)eS daled Sauda'i, Dec 13, 1969 carried pld,Jes of them on the frort ParJ8. The paper ScrtS that Peterson's hd 
and fcuth toes oo his ten fca were rrissing and he Stlfered frai,nertalion woc.nds In the ten knee. Shepad was descrtled as having~ fraiJller1alloo WOIJlds of the rvt 
fca and of the !dock. Thlrt were the 281h and 29th U.S. prisoners to be released lJIJ the Cormuisls. 

, .. End Summary • DLlilg most of this yea-, the line troops were opconed ot.tside the Scp1. The $cpl remained based al Enilt and cortilJed ID make kl1Jrovemeits to the 
facllies there especiat/ In Ille ai"aaft maiUMlce aea. A Trp spert abot.f hal Is line workilg the Oak To/ ICortlm aea and pr1Wided considerable Sl,WOft for the 24111 STZ. 
The alher half of Is tine woud be gtien to the 41h lrl especiatf in the An Khe aea. B Trp ~ed TF SOlfh for the fist half of the yea-, worked Ola of C~ Enilt for a few 
IIIOl1hs before moving to Ban Me TllJot for baslcatt the rest of the yea-to SICJPOfl the 23rd ARYN iterests In that aea now that the 41h Inf no tonger operaled there. C Trp worked 
Ola of c~ Eni1t for Ille frsl fOII' IIIOl1hs, then moved to An Son ID SICJPOfl the 173rd and the 41h Inf for the rest of Ille yea-. Basicat/ the $cpl cortroled HHT and D Trp for 
most of the ya. The slualion of having the ACTs opconed Ola was serioustf reviewed after the 2 NIW ballle and ctaiges were made to nmn to the trdional ACS confi!Palion. 

1970 

The princly SOll'CI ma1eria1s for dis yea ae: For A Trp, a 29 ParJ8 AUHS prepaed 1J1J W01 Chns E. Smlh, IU. For 8, C, and D Trps; nothilg. For the ~on: a 48 page 
OR-LL for the period 1 NOVltT~ 31 JAN, a 43ParJ8 OR-LL for the period 1 FEBltT~ 30APR, a 32ParJ8 OR-LL for 1 MAYltT~ 31 JUL, and a32 page OR-LL for 1 AUG 
~ 31 OCT. The last two OR-Lls cortained some accidert stmnaries wtich ae inckJded in ttis l'lil'Talive. An 8 page tr~ of the debriefilg of L TC De France In Sep. 
1970 for listorical ptlJIOSe. 

JIIIIIIJ • lllwig ttis monh, A and B Trps Sl,WOrted the 2nd Bde in Oper;mon i>tJ™M POWER l'IOftheast of An Khe. C Trp worked the An Lao V-, and Crows Foci aea. 
we.-tier pernlilg. else worked Ille low lands againsl Ille vc. D Trp also SICJPOfled the 41h Ow wlh road seady assqmeits between c~ Radclff al An Khe and Fi'ebase 
Emeia as wel as workilQ the c~ Enili TAOR. On the 51h, A Trp's ScotJs foc.nd and engaged a age enemy elemert; ~ fHe and capt1mg fDII' AKs. On the 71h. A Trp 
inserted their BlJes ito a fortified wing aea. Thlrt .. ed some cWles, meclcal St.WfieS, AK anmo, and food pm 11 suspects; then the GIIIS destra,ed Ille strudlnS. on 
the 11th, an A Trp LOH was shot down, a-ashed and totat/ tuned. The piot and obsefver escaped and were medevaced. The GIIIS worked the •ea. then 1he Trp saeened for 
a rllle corl1)cl'P/ *eact/ in the aea Thlrt foc.nd a targe lulker COIJ1)lex and made cortac1 wlh an eslinaled NVA ~- The C&C's aew clief was wOtllded and evaced 
when the ship SlJddri/ took a voley of enemy fire. The BkJes were inserted and foc.nd runerous ~es and si!,15 of recntt enemy wing there. One NVA was casmed. on 
the 1 Uh, A Trp's BkJes were inserted after the Scow; and GIils made cortact wlh an estinaled NVA plaloon in their base caJ11. The BlJes kled fHe NVA and .. ed two AKs. 
ooe pistol, and ooe 51 cal. Thlrt swesi ltlu the aea agail prior to extraction and foc.nd a age (JBtly of riNI mton. a W8Ml!I mactn, some food and a 30 cal On the 12111, 
ATrp's BkJes were inserted in another base ca111. c:oq>lete wlhliddenbulcfngs and detailed 28 people pm an M-1 and some food. On the 2001, A TrpfOllld a targesleepilg 
aea OCCt4)ied lJIJ an NVA plaloon. The GI.II kled fDII' and the Scow kled ltTee. On the 26th, A Trp foc.nd anotta NVA plaloon's ca111 and kled fOII'. On the 291h, A Trp made 
an assessmert of a age cl'tlery strb and fOll'ld fDII' more JNA to kl. 

VHPA Mesmer Torn Permer remembers: Some Vietnam everts stand Ola In OIi' Rinds more than others. The accotJt I am abotJ to relate Is VMDL y ETCHED In 11ft memDIY-
1 was a Gt.- lean leader for C Trp al the line and used Ille name "The Pacemaker" ori lhe raclos. We habiuat1 Slage Ola of l1 Two Bis and WOdd refuel and rearm • ll 
Uplft. This was i.te 69 or eartf 70 when C Trp's mail AOs were In and aoc.nd Ille An Loa v-,. My wilg that da'i was CWO Clates Alexander• 'Sober CtaW we caled 
hin. I lied having hin on mt wing because you coud •~s depend on hin to be al the rvt place al the rvt tine and you clm1 have to spend a Iii of tine a,qJlamQ 
how to hilllle a slualion. We were relllT■lO from coverilg a LRRP that had been in cortacl wel 1CJ in the v-,. Wtje coverilg these LRRPs, we had Dpended 8V8lylti1g 
excep for the cubcwd 'seven shm' pods wtich cortained nais. I was (JieC • ~ (JieC when a fait SWld suddri/ came on the lido. I was so fait In fad, ltlal I 
asked Charle i he crud malle I OIJ? Negalive. Then, in a Ille loudef wtisper, a voice fled wlh teas and fea- pleaded for'-· GOD! What a SOtlld. Once ycme heard 
that wtisper you know someone has bad 1J1fS very close IJIJ; tu the teas and fea- tel you they ae in very serious trwile! I was from another LRRP lean stmUlded an 
ltTee sides 1J1J a VC COl11)an'i and a sheer ciff to the west. The LRRPs c:woo1 move in In/ median and the bad ~s were closilg in ~ tu Sll'~. I e,iplai1ed ID 
thllm in a wtisper that al we had were nais. 11 never know wtP/ I is when you recewe a wtisper, you transml wlh a wtisperll The LRRP said they were holed 1CJ in SOIIII 
rocks al the top of the ciff and coum1 move. I 8lll)lai1ed that we weren1 Sl,IIPOS8d to use nais close to frierdes. Thlrt said: 'The bad 1J1JS n witw1 50 meters aid 
closilg • so we're dead I you don1 and m.rt be dead I you do. We'd ralher take otl' chances wlh you.• I asked Charle what he thmqt and he said he'd do wtlaleVS I 
decided. So I !old the LRRPs to gel bemd and inler the rocks and report when they were react/. Thlrt said: •My men ae *eact/ inler 1he rocks tu talcilg fire from al 
sides • smoke is Ola!' I said we'd make otl' nns al tree top level from the SOtJhwest to northeast, break ten and try to pop Ille nais jJst rNer the rocks and i1o the tree lfll. 
I remilded them 1hal the red aibome smoke woud inclcale 1he nais had popped. I tholqt my first pass was too long and asked them abotJ L Thlrt said: "Codm1 Ill 
Hud some nais tnde aaoss the rocks. The VC ~ shocDlg al us and stated shootilg al you lhotql. • I said we'd corOll8 as long as we coud, fmg Di ooe pair eadl 
rm. so they shCdd ~ low, and that this line we'd try the east and sOlfh hall. We ac:tJsled for the next rm and asked how we'd dooe. "You're doing 1Jeal tu there's• 
btn:h worlcilg along the clffs from the ll0f1h towads us.• So we aqust agail and asked how'd that look? •1 looks - OH #@$& (he yeled In pail) good. (slence) (delP 
deafrilg sience!)" I asked I they were ti and amost chaded the answer. •No - the dan1ned smoke got licked 1J1J anal - roled down the rock againsl my leg and btJllld 
the hel Ola of me!• Baf, I was releved to Ilea thal. Then I asked I they were reactf to move because we had jJst ~ ai;rvno left to cover their lnak and we ~1 
raise lff/fllOl'e GIIIS. We suggested they try to move SSN along the top of the cilf. Thlrt caled when they were reactj to move. Charle made a hot pass and t madl

1
• 

lklmrf. Then we made some more hot and lklmrf passes tu saved one last pair each 'jJst in case'. mat/ we asked how they were doing. "We're doing h. W• 
cortnJe down the hi to the souh. • We cortilJed to ~ lklmrf and asked for them to report when they were clea-. A few mnies I.fer they said: "We're decl' rr,1. 
THANKS. We woud have been dead I you ham1 stopped to ~ us.• We were bolh 1 O nwues ito the 20 nwue l!1t, so we fired the last pair and when home. Y•

1 know, we never head from that LRRP team agail. Perhaps they made I home. I hope so. I do know they made I lfl'~ ooe more da'i ckJe to a C Trp Cobra team aid 
was proud to have been there. 

Februay - lllq ttis m0fth A Trp SICJPOfled wlh 4th Div in the general vicny llDf1h of An Khe along the Suoi Kon mer and northwest in the Song ea v-,. On the 1st• 
prisoner escaped from a nea,1Jof NVA P<1N caJ11 and gave lwnsell lCJ to A Trp's BlJes that had been inserted to recoo an aea shot 1,1> IJI/ Ille GIils. The iteligence dis~ 
prO'ilded led to the localion of two JNA P<JN ~. an NCO tramg school, and a me<ical IJanig school For the fist ten da/S, B Trp worbd to the ll0f1h of An Khe In the Daa 
Sorn and Song Coo mer aeas. Eldremetf !tick vegetmi and r~ terrain llan1>«ed observ;mon efforts tu Ille troop was able to fild several enemy ~ and~ 
rOlfes. Several cortacts were made wlh S(Jlad sized elemerts. lllq this erue morth. C Trp Sl,llllOlted the 173ld Abn in Ille general An Loa v-, aea. Thei priMY ~ 
was to iterclct enem, movemert from the moutail base aeas to the ~ed coastal plans. D Trp cortilJed conc1lc:tilg sea-ch and cte. operiDlflS aoc.nd the Ca111 ti•• 
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October - On the 1st. om1 c.w was redesi<,aed K Trp, 17th At C.w clld for the first hall of the rrmh cormJed to wm cu of Phal Tiiet. DI.mg !tis eroe morG1, c Trp agail 
Sl4)POlted the 173rd Abn aomd U Engish. From the 3rd ltrOlJ!jl the 9th, B Trp wllf1ted the KOCWTI Till Cill cl'ea btf we~ restricted lhff operations. On the 4th, C Trp had 
a LOH shm down l1f 51 cal wtw, observng a l.wge brier cOfl1)lex. DI.mg the Q'INI extraction, the GIIIS observed seven NVA lleeilQ the ..-ea clld kled them. On the 1 llh, 8 
Trp wmed cu ol PtlJ Hiep agail for the da'f. [nefT1i acMy in the ..-ea was heavy as eYidenced l1f the he.wt,' traveled trais clld fillT■lQ in the renue uas. 22 enemy strucllJes 
were destroyed l1f B Trp elemerts clld the ARVN ARP was ilserted lo sectn a downed LOH. llis platoon wllf1ted very wel clld the 0fi/ ciffictjy encotJtered was that lhey had 
some ciffictjy re-erterilg the Lift stips <lnig the extraction. llis problem was alevaed l1f adding straps lo the Hlle'fs as hil1II holds lo e,cpedle re-ertry. On the 1 llh, A T rp 
WOOted west of Tit/ Hoa clld fomd a l.wge brier cOff1)lex. The GIIIS clld Sews WOOted the ..-ea al da'I. destroyed the~ clld kled one WA. On the 11th, K Trp's LOHs 
received fire clld lhff GIIIS eicpended rest61Q in ttree KBA. On the 13th, wtw, ~ the 1/50 Mech, K Trp received fire cuilg ill U prep. From the 1 Sdl ltr0tq1 the 25th, 
B Trpkledten NVA whie SI.W(llmOthe 47thARVN Inf souh clld souhwestof FSBOasis in seachaf elemerts of the 958 WA Reg. On the 151h. a B Trp Coln was shmdown 
clld lhey used A Trp's 8kJes inliatf to S8Cll'e the aiaall. D Trp S8lt fOll' Q1.11 jeeps to reieve the ARPs clld they pded the aiaaft lid il was lifted cu the nm mormg. On 
the 151h, ill A Trp LOH received heavy AW fire. At Sirles were ~ed rtSIAlg In a secondcl'y explosion risilg 2000 feet above the i,OUld. The 8kJes were i1serted bit 
crud firld 0fi1 sc.Gered doctrnert.s in the ..-ea Later in the morG1, A Trp ilserted Is llbs to recover the bocles from a 4th OW aiaaft that had been std down on the 2ml. 
From the 17th lid the end of the RlOfth, K Trp wOOted north of Dalal. On the 22nd. A Trp's Sews observed ill enenPt S(JJad. The 8kJes were ilserted, made coftact clld 
mrchalged fire. Due 10 bad weather, the Bus were extract after they had sweii the aea clld destroyed some ecpprnert clld rice. On the 3ml K Trp stood downfo, redeploymert 

Nowember - On the 2nd, A Trp's C&C received fire whie they were wOlblg on AO souheast of Pleio.J. After the GIIIS clld Sews wOOted the au,. the 8kJes were Inserted bit 
no flJ1her ~ cortact was made. On the 3rd. A Trp's ScOIJs fOlllCI a bldered storage cOf'l1)lex west ol C~ En.rt The Sews took 1n clld the Gms fired I.-'> the area. 
One NVA was kled then ill astrle was used. There were secondcl'y explosions clld <lnig the BOA. ten more bocles were eotrted. On the 51h. A Trp's C&C received 1n tam 
a l.wge enemy COfTC)Ollld. Thei' GIIIS destroyed 14 hodches in one~ clld 12 more in ildler pkJs some clolhes clld rice. Soon alterlhis, A Trp moved to Ptal Rang 
to begin operations in the Dalal, Song MiKI, PtWI Rcrlg ..-ea December - On the 4th, A Trp fOlllCI runerous btners clld seme fVmg posllons nu Song MiKI. The GIils 
fired I-'> the ..-ea clld kled two. On the 811\ A Trp wOOted ill ..-ea JJSl swh ol Song MiKI when a Sew ship a-ashed ito 150 fld trees. Wot Jahn Bryart was pilled IRW 
the aiaaft and cied. The copb, tholql rped, was seen cu walilg cl'OUld. One mat was ilserted lo ~ the downed crew. They estinaled the LOH was doi1g abola 90 
kntn when I a-ashed. A smal ARVN force was inserted lo check the ..-ea They reported the LOH had been ti l1f smal arms f'n clld was a twl loss. The boctf, raclos. weapcn. 
etc. were emacted cui1g a heavy rail storm. Stl nu Song MiKI on the 11th, A Trp's Sews recewe smal arms fire clld mcovered several fax holes. trals, fi!ttinQ posliorls 
clld ~ The C&C receHed fire as wel and the GIIIS shm '-' the ..-ea From al eidstilg evidence a platoon size VC had been used ttis ..-ea bd no cammed enemy bodes 
were fOUld. On the 19th, cui1g a VR. ill A Trp LOH took a sect ti from a 840 rock.el The S005e(Jlelt explosion kled WO Awan N. IIIIIICl1 clld tis obselver. Al~ 
was semed l1f ill ARVN i,omd 1111. The enemy was engaged on the i,OlllCI clld l1f the Gl.llS. The bo<les were extracted l1f the C&C clld l1f the end of 1h11 da'f 1h11 ARYN Id 
was also eldracted tl1der extremely hazadous condlions. 

Y .. End S&lnmaly - 1970 cwd be sunmed I-'> in one word, Vielnanizalion. The AC Ts were ilaeasi9f involved in ~ the ARYN lecl'n abcu At C.way clld In Sl.lJPOl1inll 
ARVN operations. The ballles cl'omd Dalt To, Ben Het. clld Dalt 5ecl'lg pkJs the Cambocial operations were clecl' ~ of VananiziDlfl. 

1971 

The prinary SOll'ce materials forltis year ae: for HHT, a Yearbook tiled 71-72An Sonwtich incules abou ten si!Jificat pages. for A Trp, a 15 pageAUHSprep..-ed~ 1LT 
Dan P. Siona. for B, C, and D Trps, noltwlg. for the Sqm. a 16 pageCorrbal Operation After Action Report fo, the period 20-24 Az- clld 3-14 ~ for the ai assdportionof 
Operation MANG HO. 

Jarury - Dll'i1g !tis morth. A Trp Sl4ll)Ofted the 451h Re!t 23rd ARVN at Bill Me nu.. There were no sqificcH sqtilQ or reports in the eart, pat of the year. On the 2!111\ 
CPT Alfred Hie was forced to make a precuioniry lalOOQ 14 mies souttwest of Bill Me Thd wtile on a VR. Late in the morG1, the 5qlil HQ was spa from Is me troops. 
The troops were assigned lo vcl'ious ballaions wltw1 the 17th CAG wtile HQ clld HHT moved from c~ Holowirf to <u Nhon cily ai field. VHPA Merooer Enie Smelt provides 
a atical insvt lo these everts: 

Those were chalenging tines for everyone il the 7 /17 C.w. Let me sort of pait a piclu'e of what was goilg ltr0tq1 my mind clld COL Joe Slater's, the CO of the 17 CAG. 
fi'st. since the 5qlil had been in Vietran I had •¥ iqoyed a close worllilQ relmlship with 1h1141h ow. They lnwded us in most or lhff operillions, general>/ used 
At C.waky in ill appropriate IMYl«, clld provided us wlh lnfaruy clld Artlely Sl4)POlt when we needed l We certafft provided them wlh •~es" pu a vsy ftmlle, 
ready reaction force. They, il ILm, •~ed Oll' coledive asses" several tines when we "bl off nu:h more thcl'I we cwd chew". When 1h11 41h OW stood down In eat/ Dec. 
•cu big friend' was gone clld wlh I the old SlalUs CJJO. Second, since 1h11 7/17th clld 1h11 41h had been good fo, each ~ I seemed flallsal ID beleve that pdlg lhl 
7 /17th clld wlh lll0U1er l.wge lri wOIJd be a very good idea The Korecl'IS had the last maj« Aled coni>a ris in II Corps. They SIi r~ clld received, considerallle 
• SllJPOll. We knew I wOIJd lake considerable "trainilQ" clld "patience" on both pelts for 1h11 7 /17th clld 1h11 ROKs to II together wel, btf that is what we set cu ID ct:>. 
Turd, milft serior Amefican COll1fflcl'lder il II Corps clld 1h11 1st Avn Bde beieved 1h11 ARVN wOIJd have a ciflicul tine hoki'lg lhff own. We wated ID plt down cu 
presence (and therefore vwierabily) il the "otO/ilo ..-eas• such as Pleicu. We were detemnd to Sl4ll)Oft the Vietnanizalion effort clld we were Sii lRW orders to "liljt 
lad - jJst don1 loose people·. Fwth, 1h11 5qlil was aeady •spa IV clld had realy become ill ACS for al of II Corps. A Trp was al Phal Rcrlg clld seemed destined Ill 
stay In swhern II Corps. One ACT had to stay al Pleiw clld that proved ID be B Trp. C Trp was aeact, al An Son, so they were Oll' llOllheastem II Corps •represert;aes". 
Poor D Trp eot.ttl1 be used as a i,omd C.way troop q more; ill mequeit coovoy escort clld emergency "bi'd down" ready reaction force were the best nissions lhlY 
COUii hope for. They were basicat/ al Holowirt had for perinet.er sectJty clld «INI al sorts of aappy ille detais. An/Wirt, inliali <u Nhon aifield looked good becaJSI 
t had kis of room there iqaceit to the 223rd CAB. There was aeady a space problem at An Son. So we moved to <u Nhon cily. 

The 61 sl AHC clld Is sister AHC, the 129th, were attached lo 1h11 7 /7th IUi1g Josy as pcl't of 1h11 move to Qii Nhon. ec.tl AHCs had been based at Ln for some tine. VHPA 
Merrber Rod O,,khouse descrl>es these lines as folows: 

I DEROSed il Miff clld recal that the 61 st was aaached lo the 7 /17th In Jnsy. Al. first t was prinarif for amin IUJl()Ses. The 61 st was basicat,, ll1Chcl'lged ii lhl 
operalionat sense except that we stcl'ted ~ IDS ~ thcl'l the 173rd Abn. We had prinarif Sl4ll)Ofted them cuilg 1970. We uted stCJPOlti1g Korean aid 
ARVN IDS, clld doilg a Iii more wm In the cer1ra1 ~ aOlllCI Plelw. the bi-border aea. clld even no CcffllOCia. We SIi operated prinarif wlh ~ 61 st ac1• 
bd not exwsNet,'. Officialy we were 'CAV' btf on a tnt level, not nu:h chcl'lged. I'm Sll'e you know what I mean when Isa, that a person elher loved the hats clld sors 
or ttiooi,t they were a llln:h of Ql.ll ho ocn. Sudderit the 61 st. who had never been 'CAV' before, was aaached to ill ACS clld was "part of the 'CAV'"! We develOIJld 
a sa,ilQ •rr you cani beat 'em. join 'em!• The 61 st serf abola 501. of cu assets north lo Sl4)POlt LAM SON 719. The senior ACs wlh less thcl'I 90 dirfs. along wlh al 
8(JJal runber of peter plots, stayed at Ln clld covered al the nissions that the eroe ~lfff had covered before. We flew Oll' IUls on -~ In 15-18 hotl dirfSI 
The 61sl's prinary AO was from <u Nhon north to abouthe I Corps me along the coastal plails clld along QL 19to An Khe, the ..-ea..-OlllCI Plel<u clldthe Tri-border area 
<lnig eart, 1971. The two Lill platoons were stationed at clld flew from Ln wUI ill occasional RON at Pleiw. The G..i platoon was stationed a1 clld flew from U E,iglstl. 
abou 60 NM north. I remenur one good story from !tis tine frame. I was flyng C&C wlh a L TC clld tis RTO i't 1h11 back. We were «oppilg phougas (~ 55 gal 
muns at a line) from a Clwlook on suspected VC locations. We'd let I soak no 1h11 holes, caves, tDlO places, etc. for a~ nwues; then fly overt cl'ld have the d()(I 
IJDler ai,t t wlh tracers. We ptJ 1h11 filth «op that dirt ito some elephalt i,ass clld rvt on abou 12-15 liding IHs. Wei, they'd aeaa, seen Oll' previous «ops aid 
knew exact/ what was COflWlQ nm; so they ~ I-'> clld stcl'ted rurilg. I i'tvne<ialet,, dove on them clld told the cr!Nlchiel to ~ I RIGHT NC7N, wtich he cld. ~ 
two ~ cu of the fire bal clld one of them was ;JSt covered wUI blazilg phougas. He 0fi/ made t abou 25 feet before colapsilg. The ~ guy was llffW1!I OOtV11 lliS 
trai so I stcl'ted hoYemg down the trai beood tin wtile we took bms wlh Oll' 38s. The colonel i,abs tis RTO's 16 clld holers for the RTO to hold on to tis bet He IJIO 
one foci cu on 1h11 skid. 1h11 olher knee on the floor clld stcl'IS shooling at the ti. He MIS cu of imTlO, so the RTO ~es tin ad1er c1p clld he pw both feet Id an 
the slcid. He MIS cu again. gets ildler clp clld moves flJ1her forwad. llis guy is so exciled to actuatJ see a <In cu in the open clld have ill M16 in tis hands. W~ 
alter a few more cips he is aduati stardlg on the skid cap cuside my door shooting!! He bms to me clld sa,s, ltr0tq1 my wildow wlh a big i,1n on tis face, "isn't tiS 
i,eal!!" Wei, we rrmaged to shoot the <H clld get the Colonel back inside the aicrafl; then we wert back to base for Ulch. 

February • On the 3rd, A Trp was aaached lo the 10th CAB localed al Dong Ba Too clld stifled Is 5"'l)Olt IO the 23rd ARVN's elemerts In the Song MiKI ..-ea The ~ 
assilJled to the ACT also chcl'lged. Wtile they wOIJd SIi perform re(µcl' At C.w VA type nissions, they were assigned more base ~ nvt sectJty clld reaction rorce lYP' 
nissions. The 11th was scheoEd as a manenance down dirt for A Trp; bit at noon Phal Rcrlg Base Opns r~ed fire Sl4)POlt when two rocket lalllchers clld one 122Jlfl' 
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,ocket were repoited by neligeoce SOU'ces. Two Cobras were sect and destroyed lhe rockel sle. On the 15ttl, A Trp was forced to wort lhe flat lalds OOl1hwest at Song Mao 
~ al~ wilds. One LOH received fie and lhe GlllS ffed ii lhe ,na wlh IBl10Wfl r~. On the 271h. A Trp's Gt.ns provided Rl8d escort for ill P!ractian done by 
fll 2471h Med. Bolh lhe medevacs and lhe GlllS took fie tu no <Wnage. The GlllS expended Ll1der lhe cortrol of lhe MACY illtiisors on lhe i,IUld. 

Tlle Scp1 staff was gellilg accustomed to lhei new role and VHPA Member Tom Ga'fui provides dis ilsiljt: ii late Feb or eart, Ma I warted prindf ii lhe nisslon 
eufrol certer of lhe Sqm S-3 al 01.i Nhon aifield. As a r~ of lhe fal OtJ from lhe Mai Lai fiasco, there was a COfTITIOI polcy IO Y, iwestigale lhe cialnsbnces 
whenever there were cda1 k$DlS alleged to have been caused by American forces. As I recal, a Cobra had accidertat/ fied a rockel near a Ille vlage on lhe beicll 
somewhere general>/ north of 01.i Nhon and east of Bea Cal. I Cil1 no longer recal the exact reason for the accideltal misfie. Unfortlllaletf, the rockel landed nea where 
a YOlllQ bcl'f, abOtJ. fu years old, was plzfilg and he received a skapoel laceration on one of tis ~es. I was assli,led to~ iwestigale ltis maier. To~ me i1ervlaw 
wtnesses, I was assii,led wlh the sane "Kl C.-son" ScOtJ lhal seNed wlh A Trp cuilg the 8 Aug 1970 engagernert. By !tis line A Trp's lbs no longer needlld hm ii 
bi' prinay nisslon Di we had developed a good friendship. When I nerviewed lhe ctid's rnolher abOtJ. what had ~ she was Sllprised lhal I wa tilg .-. 
nestigalion. Tl1'01q1 the lrterpreter, she told me ii smstil1C8: lhal she knew lhal what had ~ was ill accidert; lhal the Jib doo1 mean to slm the rodUII; and 
lhal she hoped lhal we woumi ptJistl or make lhe Jib i111JY for what had happened becaJS8 tr we cld. she was afraid lhal lhe Jib rni,t ID come back and"'-' prcncl 
them from the VC. I have no reason to beleve the "Kl Carson" ScOtJ was utilo words I warted to hear. The look on lhal woman's face and the ci'amstances al lhat 
llscussion, are among those averts of 1fff tu ii Vletnim lhal are ildelbtf etched i1 lfff recolecticn Even lhotJltl I had previoustf St4ll)Olt8d wholeheartlct, btCh the 
gerwal nisslon of u .-med forces ii V1e1Jwn. and the specific nissions of the 7lllh Cav, I knew what we were doi1g ii Vletnim was ,wi. 

~ Song 711 / Dewey Canron II - We have been able to learn lhal three differert IDS from the 7/171h Sl.W(llted !tis operation. Tlle most vlsllle was C Trp and lhei mqJlols 
.. bl desal>edil some detal. B Trp, from Pleicu. ~runerousAAVN operations severalrries lrto Laos as sonar a "sOtJhemflri/ NVA clstracllon errorrtarllemail 
bust along QL 9. Ctnet1tt detals at B Trp's actlvlies are ID Wei known. filaltf, HHT sert al least one, Di ma'fbe more, smal ddactrneru ID Dong Ha ID prowldl S-3 il1d 
&-4 type stCJP(ll1. Agail detals ot these HHT actlvlies are ID etnet1tf Wei known. M/Wa/. eat, ii the mor1h, C Trp 1110¥ed to 0la1g Tri and was aaactied to lhe ml! CSAB 

15 pat al the ldH4> for LAM SONG 719 / Dewey Carton II. For those lhal know or care, the 223rd was a flKed wilg CSAB. As pat at the ~to~ ltis age aperallon, 
1W 151 Avn 8de c1oo, wart too mar, at Is assets ~en to the 101 st Abn for several reasons. So lhls Is how, C Trp il1d several ~ 1st Avn 8de ~ IDS were assipd 
111 

a Sbldled wilg COITl1\il1d. Al least two weeks prior to the move, C Trp had been i,ven a w.milg order Iha they ccud bl movi1g from L-. C Trp stl had a ■rw 1111' • 
I.all. and bi' maitenarice Di 'forward (rear)' wwd bl al l).aig Tri, whie ttlW 'forward (forward)' woud be al Kha Sn when lhal base was re-establshed. VHPA llen1>ers 
Don Plls« il1d Dave Ferrel i,ve us a good picue al ltis period. 

Don provides: As mertioued prev~. C Trp had known for some line we wwd be movilg u operations il1d maitenarice bases from L- for a~. tu none 
b less l!lllended. period ot line. We were even told what to take il1d how to pack. filaltf the orders came down aid we moved to ~ Tri usng ld'I IJOlnl and* 
COIMJ')'S. I remember ptJlilg u cllffel bags in the LOHs pus u weapons tu very Ide arm10. We were assllJlld a par1lalf ccnstructed dlllten's hospbl ID tte ii. 
There was a helopad for tlis hosplal jJst off lhe ai1leld al t\Jil1g Tri. ~ fl!tt me il1d mairtenarice area was on the aifield, wlfin walkilg dstne from lis hospbl 
The concrete floors, the hal wals on lhe l!lllerior il1d lhe wooden roof were fiished tu ID nu:h else. Oier the nex1 few da/5. c Trp wwd rig lCI a ~ sys1em wlh 
power ~ by a generaror OtJside, move ii some cots il1d a Ille fllnue, il1d use a water buffalo parked OtJ frort for water. I wasni heaven, tu I was llellel' lhill 
at Khe Sd1! Once the Khe Sn base was re-estallished, C Trp was assilJ1ed a smal area on lhe very northern edoe of the perineter. I was rlltt off the aclt,e 1111Way 
-ort, a few feet separated Oll' aicrafl pnilQ area from the main fixed wilQ nllWa/. When we Q<i there, they had jJst fiished cleamg lhal section al mines il1d tnaploded 
orcfnillce. I doUJt the n.riwat was tnJSable becaJSe there were ma-tt holes ii l There was wreckage il1d jn everywhere! I was a scay place!! Wendell Moore aid 
I wen assi!Jled a sony two l1lil1 btner. We Jllf some wood from rocket boxes down to keep us off the nul. set IC) u cots il1d 51e!i ther1 ii Oll' sleepiig bags. We were 
pat d the perineter defense - ardler scay lt1oldt! No one was ~ wlh these lvi1g cordions so I jond several ~ ScotJs to dg a new six fflill b&rier. We 
c1oo, have nu:h more space per person. tu we were able to get u cots in there. I especially rernermer lhe rars lhal lved tnler the palets on lhe floor - Illy were big 
as house cals!! We sard>agged u btllker wals to keep the rrud ii place. Al riltt we'd 'borrow" some of lhe asphal covered aurwun pnls from the nmaw for lhe 
loor and the roof. ii the nelCI daf or so lhe engi1eers wwd replace the ones we'd "borrowed' il1d we couctii get I throuiti normal SLW/ chamels, so~ lie heck. 
We Jllf the auniun parl8ls on the sard>agged wals, then a tert to keep lhe rail OtJ il1d filati kis ot sancl>ags. By rnonq we hoped no one ccud f'nl 1ho5e pols I 
by came klokilg for them. The weather was bad nu:h of the tine il1d I was cold there. From my poit of view, I'd Sa/ most at C Trp's nisslons were trdional VRs on 
b VieCnanese side arWld Lill Vieng, Kha Sril il1d bade to Dong Ha or along the two mail roads used to awort these bases. We occasionatf saw AA~ aid even flai 
i1 Vlelnan. Nmat/ we were tryi1g to k8ep the NVA Ma/ Di looked for thei' rocket IDS. Whenev• we'd flld sornettw,g lrterestilg. I received ill Ale ui,i or some11q 
appropriate. I have several picues taken from atop u btllker of a me of B-52 dewered borrbs. After the hd daf al operations ii Laos, the 6s wereni used bra nu:h 
ar,more. Thal Is a long story by lsel - how the ~ arwed at lhal decision il1d who paid for l An/Wat. lhal was file wlh me. I know u Gtlls provided CUISlder­
~ i1 Laos tu I don1 have art delals of lhal. Oh, yes, wtile al Khe Sril I had )Jsl lled off on an ash & trash nission when I lost the tal r«-or. I Jllf the aial down 
jJst wside lhe pennetef, in a mine field; tu u:lclf no one was tut I reatJ lbd bMlg a ScOtJ Di loved t,ilg the 6. I was known as 'Shaky" because I wa wa,s 
IWYOUS in the momilg. I couctii ear breakfast on the rnorrw,gs I wwd ft, - I jJst c1oo, ~ down. Ftmy, lhou!I\ when I Q<i to the aicraft il1d started lhe ~ I 
sealed rvt down il1d fel file agait I wOtJd ft, ScOtJ for 10 rnor1hs Iota . 

Now we1 hear from Dlwe Ferret I ttn I was C Trp's fist new Jib after they moved IC) north to ~ Lam Song 719. I was processed 1hr0lql Dong Ha by h 223rd 
wlh abOtJ. 5 IJIIS il1d assi!Jied ID C Trp wlh !tis tal 6'6", skmf EM. We Q<i a ride to 0la1g Tri Di Wert to C Trp's hosplal buikilg descrlled by Don Pustw. I c1m1, 
hate art TASO gear (sleepilg bag. etc.) al lhe line. They told me to JJst sleep ii someone's~ il1d if they came back. go to ardler one. Arrfwa/, abOtJ 1fff second riltt 
lwe I heard ltis loud. si1gle shci jJst OtJside lhe buikilg. I was dark il1d I certan/ doo1 go irNestigae the noise. The nal rnonq al breakfast, 1 lmled lhal lhs ta1, 
skinf, new 1J1t had shci himsel! Welcome to Vletnan. Dlwel! AbOtJ the 2!ilh al Feb, I Q<i to Kha Sam il1d lfff fist da/ there was tacli lDIVnfli I'd~ C Trp had 
*ealtt been there atxu a week or ten da/5. C Trp's area was relalwetf nu the ATC tower Di they had a aid speaker aaached to the tower lhal carTied h tower 
cormuicalions. I SOit ot wniered down there to see what was goi1g on. A Cobra was conilg in lhal had been shci IC) preay bad il1d lil1Cled on the 1111Wl1¥- A med 
tun came ater Di took the WOtl1Cled bade seater aNaf. I watched the co-plot get OtJ of the frort seat il1d no the bade seat. The tower warted the Cobra l1IOV8d arr lie 
nllWa/ rvt nta/ so they ccud land lhe fixed wilQ traffic. C-1305 were lil1lq il1d lDOUlQ ARVN al rec,Jar nervals. There were trucks walilg ID pick 11am lCI and 
che them to where ever. I rememier seei1g one 2 1/2 ton wlh abOtJ 1 O MS in the back il1d il10lher 20 walilg to load. I had no cawas top, jJst the wooden sides il1d 
seaas. MfWa/, as !tis womded Cobra 1110¥ed along side ltis truck, he ITIJst have lost lhe tail r«-or or somecmg, because I crashed. One at the mail r«-or blades slced 
lhotql these ARVN. Kha Sam was Wafs a utv place Di I Cil1 remember RnWl!I towards !tis ~ear bal al clJst to see 11 ccud ~- Len al ~ came as wel. 
Ftnrt. it theAl!Nfa Retnon. Don il1d I weretalilg !tis fNer illdhe said he alsowertto ~ . tu I cictl1 see tin there. The fist ttilg I came on was the lowerhalf or ill 
ARVN sokier, so I passed lhal I-'> il1d fOIRI several more dead il1d i;l'ed. My lhotqts were to try to ~• 1st Aid to artone who needed I tu I was shocked ID see lhat 
b tie ARVN were busy ~ lhemslwes to whatever was in the pockets il1d belongilgs of the dead! I decided lhal ma'fbe lhe ARYN doo1 need art ~ fnln me . 
Welcome to Vlelniln, Dlwe!! Someone ~ !tis LT Jib from the wrecked Cobra I don1 Ito he was i;l'ed ii !tis crash. Some years later I beleve I learned lhal lhs 
LT ded later ii tis tu. Tlis sane da/. I flew lfff fist nisslon • forget abOtJ ill oriertalion fl!tt or a check-ride; I was Cobra~ il1d lhal was good enoui,t I was 
the frort seater for Dlwe Lancast«. He was on tis second tu il1d had been ii C Trp for some tine. He was a good Goo Jib il1d lunil1 beilg. I lked ft/ilg wlh tin. 
On lhal nission, we were stl usilg the Ille bids ii Laos. We flew past L1 31, wlich was lhe western most L1 down lhe ~a/ ito Laos. I remember looki1g down and 
seeing a btmed w Huey tu no one else on lhe Ll. I asked Dave why there wereni art people on the Ll. He explai1ed they were al lRler cover because lhe WA had I 
SllTOtnled il1d were shootilg al lhe ARYN COftnlaltf. We flew on n>ttB m1e or so il1d started wormg. The 6s fOIRI some ho<Uhes lhal cortai1ed 55 gal cluns. We 
spert the rest of Oll' tine blowi1g these lCI il1d Q<i several rice secondary explosions. We Wert back to Kha Siltl to refuel il1d ream. Just as we were leMlll, we g<i 
!tis cal lhal L1 31 was bmg fNerrm wlh lanls. As I recal we had three Gim, two 6s il1d lhe C&C; so we left lhe 6s there il1d flew to L1 31. When we gci lhere, two 
F4s were Jdilg ii ill aistJte so we were told to hold off and orbl abocJ half a m1e 'nla/. We had good sears, so we watched the show! On one pass, ltis f4 cane ii 
low il1d as he l)lf tis stuff down I saw several streans of 51 cal ttacers arch IC) toward tin. As he pt.ted IC), the F4 started smomg il1d soon lhe two pbs ejected. The 
jet tllmled 1hr01q1 the sky il1d crashed no a i-.. ~ C&C, some listance from us, DlOll1Ced lhal he was goi1g to try to pick lCI lhe two Ai Force MS. The lead snake 
said why don1 you wait a nwue il1d we1 CfNer you, tu he doo1. I have to give you a Ille more back~Otnl ilformation here. The Americals had aealtf lost a Iii or 
helcqurs Sl4JP0(1ilg Lan Song, so we had received ilstructions to try some dfferert tactics. T odcrf 's was 50 feel off lhe trees il1d keep yOtJ' speed le,! We had ID ft, 
I-'> !tis v• to get to where Oll' C&C was goilg. The NVA were everywhere. As we wert, I cOtJd easif see 1hern walkilg arOIRI on lhe ~Otnl il1d we took A LOT a, SA 
1n Iha daf! Unbeknownst to us. some of !tis fie had Clf the cables led1g from u ra<los; so we cwci11 talk to qone. We stl had nercom il1d I wOlil be a few 
nnJes before we figl6ed OtJ what was wrong. We were lhe second Snake. As we passed over !tis smal ridge il1d «opped ito ardler vale)', we c:cuooi detenTW1e 
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where lhe lead Snake had gone; so we broke left. The runber tt.-ee Snake folowed us blf broke rqt. Wei, al of a sudden we se alone cl1CI no one is tablg to us. We 
were cormced lh.t everyone else had been ~ down! After a few nnies, DaYe decided t is best to go back home cl1CI stated back East We se SIi iow level nl. a 
bi wOlif have t, we c.rne ~ OlJ' C&C that had, meed. been~ down. The-t had made a comoled, forced lclllfng In a good sized sea COYered 11f elepfm lJ3SS. 
I is easy to reccqize yOIJ' own people at 50 feet, blf we couooi talt to them. DaYe decided he is goilg to ml cl1CI ~ as he sets ~ to do !tis, ll'lOttier C Trp Gm la1ded 
near lhe C&C; so they wave us off. We head back for Kile Snl. later I lecfn lh.t they replaced Dave Nelson. lhe frort sea ii the Snake, wlh ?, the wOlllded C&C !lb 
cl1CI the Soake medevaced hin. He was 1he Goo Piaf l~ at 1he line; ~ f>fing C&C at dirt- I never saw hin aoail. so he ITlJSI have been wOtllded serious>,. I was also 
told lh.t lhe gtmer oo the C&C had been ~ lholql a leo: the bulel cu a mail iltery. He bled to death from that womd. Sony, I doni know q more delals aboli ltis. 
We IP back to Khe Sail cl1CI le.m that OlJ' ra<ios were~ oti. so no more f>fing today. Thal was me wlh me! One dirt lie that dirt was more 1tWI enoui,i for an mt 
le line! Welcome to VielMTI, Davel! 

OM Ferrel goes oo lhe provide a few more details to ~ us ooderSlcllCI 1he condlions at lhe line sn:e we have no official records or liSlory for C Trp ~ !tis pefilll 
A few dafs no the baflle, I remerrber we Slopped sencinQ 1he 6s no Laos. I beleve 1he folowvlQ is true. One of OlJ' siSI« ACTs, B/7/1 sr. had lost so ITlil'PJ slips N t 
was tacli c:ocmat effedi'ie qmore. The Trp Cmct had gone on record that he wwmi send his 6s there qmore cl1CI was releved. There was a big Slrit aboli tis 
because most or the lne piots ai,eed wai !tis Major. In ~ a few da'fs, 1he powers that be a11eed wlh hin cl1CI we were tokl not to take cu 6s there aJTilllOl'I. Ardw 
aspect of Lan Song was that there were ai'craft everywhere most of the line. The corrmon ttvead ii most of my memories is in being able to look Olf cl1CI see a hook er 
a an ldilg ii SOl1'l8ttw1g. several sicks cl1CI sets or P'S w01mg on ll'l ilsertiorl or a resupptf, jets abo¥e, below cl1CI along side you, C&C slips In al sorts d artlls. 
on cl1CI ort I was lie watchilg the me ilvertory of Americll'l w• lwds plai/ing In one large procu:tion! This was Id'! good cl1CI bad. Good because I you had an 
emergency of some sort cl1CI coud C001)1ete a !fission, there was usuatt a bacla.'1 that coud be <iverted to hi$ Olf. Bad because you 11oo, feel personat/ iwotnd In 
the dlort, you~ had a bl rOlfile for a tlJge dn:e team. Another illJression that comes to mild is that there were a Iii of constats - the tNA were COllSla1tf rocbti1g 
cu bases wlh 122s cr 130 nm lllflS. there was fog somd Kile Sam COllSla1tf In 1he mornings cl1CI most evenings, there was constart movemert of aicnA im cl1CI m 
of IChe Sni, there was constart movemert of ~ cl1CI veticles on 1he roads, there was constart AA fie on the Laoliil'l side, c1ISI was wwersal constn lff/WhS8 
near lhe IJOtlld. twas conswO/ noisy, we were constntf ctmging tactics tout •e .,_ performing cu nissions. we conslSlerttf upended every line we lan:hed, 
etc., etc. Some ex.111J1es to Sl4)pOft these Slllemerts se: Concerning ctmging tactics, I Cil'l remerrber tines when my Cobra tean stated a p Rll from 10,000 IIMl­
we were 5 or 6,000 AGL! The rockets wwd 1ml Olf cl1CI IJIYly wwd pij them down to lhe lil'get Concerning constart AA fre, I already talked aboli SA cl1CI 51 cal bt.t 
twice I can rementler receiving flack - nauatt we changed adudes ii a IUJy. Anolher line we were~ 1he ARVN's defense of a FB cl1CI stated shootilg at lhe 
side of lhe Iii ~ below 1he FB. We were some clslillCe OLC when I nooced ludeds cl1CI l'ul(t'eds of these "tWitt1g SIMS" in the trees on dis i-.. My nnS played I 
Irick oo me. f« a second I ttnqi how necf I was that someone had iu Christmas tree l!lts al along 1tis Iii. Then realy rell.med - My Goel Those se tNA rlles lh1g 
at us! fililt/ I remeniler two C Trp Cobras lil'lded too close to each o1hef at Khe 5cm. f« a few momerts lhe blades itenneshed btJ ilevlabl'/. they ti1atf colded nl 
r1JP8(I the mail r«-or cl1CI trll'lSITissions from Id'! ai'crart. One rotor system traveled ttvee eJJarters of a mie before conw,g to rest! No one was serious¥ tut blf lhe 
aln:raft were destroyed. Oh, we cldni have q America1 Bus CUTI!I !tis period. We had OU' lift ships cl1CI they receHed nissions sort of a la cart l(e the CUls. An ell 
tlll from Siagon called 1he Hoc Bao were used to retrieve downed ai' crews. We certany had no C001)lans abOlf them or thew perform.n:e cl1CI I 11oo, he. of q tom 
the o1hef ariafiorl Iris. The Hoc Bao cld thew Job well 

AbOlf thefrst week of Aprt, C Trpmoved from Khe Sam back to lbllg Tri cl1CI reg~dthere. A few dirts later, they loaded~ eve,ything cl1CI rell.medto Lnthe same war, 
they hadanwed-via ai' cl1CI 1Jomd corwoys. The 7/17'1tt's ~ In Lan Song 719was rNer at !tis pod 

l•cb - On the 151, A Trp's Gu1s SlW(lfted a si9e slip medevac l1t the 2471h Med of one US cl1CI ttvee enemy wOlllded. The sluafioll beQll'l when the enemy amllShed a 
23rd ARVN Id wlh a 51 cal. After 1he enemy were clspersed l1f .rtlery, A Trp's GlllS searched 1he area cl1CI fomd no remanig enemy acwty. On lhe 3rd. A Trp provided 
searty for Presidert Tlieu's visl to Lam Son. Owing the screen. 1he ScOlfs fomd five bulkers wtich were destroyed l1f 1he Gtlls. No COltacl was made cl1CI lhe rrisslm ended 
at 1600 hDln when the Presidert left. Al 1300 on 1he 61h. A Trp was wormg il'l AO ne• Dalal cl1CI received a frag movemeit order to move to An Son. They ilrtnd at An Sm 
at 1945 holn. On lhe 71h. A Trp worked lhe Suoi Cc1.1 Va,. One LOH took ttvee tis In lhe rotor blades, lil'lded cl1CI was SUlQ back to~. A Ille later, a Scod fOllld a 
S(JJld-size enemy Id walcing down a trill. AbOlf 20-25 rOIJ'lds were fred at 1he Gc.lls as they kled two. Owing the remander of 1he dirt, 1he ScOIJs fomd IUTlerDUS rals, 
hootctes, aid btnerS idcafilg recert enemy usage. Al hootches en:! bulkers were destroyed l1f 1he GlllS blf no cortact was made. On the 81h, A Trp nmned to Pha1 Rq. 
The 10lh was sche<Ued as a mairtenarll:e down dirt blf A Trp was caled to Sl4)pOft a TAC E for ll'l 53rd REi, Id In cortact wlh a platoon size VC force. The Gu1s scrldd 
for ttvee hDln cuilg wtictl Oft/ one expended orm.n:e. On the 17th, A Trp was told to move to Plelw cl1CI closed there at 1130 hotn. On the 19th, A Trp ~ the 4711 
Re!J nea" Plelcu. The Scot.Cs fomd ten informed people wlhOIJ weapons In a vlage cl1CI Insert lhe ARP wih negaive rest.Cs. Lat« the ScOIJs fomd one armed person nt 
the Gu1S llled fin wta deslroyilg fcu hootches. On the 2151, CW2 DMI C. Llnc11t• cl1CI W01 James W. llllthlt of C Trp w.-e kled cl1CI VHPA Menmer OM Femi 
descrlles the sluafion. 

I was f>fing Dave's wing that dirt cl1CI we were the ortt two stips from C Trp ~ to !tis nission. The ARYN were wlhaawilg from Laos. We had been Slit m ID 
~ an ARYN smored ri that had been ani>ushed. There was !tis horseshoe shaped bend ii the road poiti1g to lhe sOlfh. From low * on 1he west cl1CI easl side. 
h tNA were shooting .- the ARVN. I watched il'l RPG or 840 come mat 1he trees cl1CI hi lhe 113 wtich blew ~ lie i1 the movies. A few seconds lat•. ll'IOltw Ii a 
tn cl1CI the lllTet flew~ no h ai'. Tlwlgs seni goilg wel for 1he ARYN. AbOlf that line we get everyone sorted Olf llf10tql to stat shooting at 1he amushers. 1111 
tNA w•e SQJil'ed 1111~ cl1CI had poslioned at least hee 51 cals ii a rice triar1Qle to cover thew forces. These 51 cals stat ii on us. We stop shooting at the armushn 
aid start In on the 51 cals. We ITlJSI have made some progress because thew fre «opped off abOlf 1he line my Snab was llfl'W. I tokl Dave I was Olf of arrmo nt 
warted to leave. Dave said he wned to make one more pass. I tokl hin I cotil not cover tis break; btJ he said he was goi1Q i1 qw~. He made tis n11 cl1CI en'8'(I 
1he stip. We watched ii horror as he took au broadside of 51 cal. He caledthatthey had been hi, lostlhe trill rotor cllClthat Jin was wOlllded. He cortnJedonllllll 
scdl loolcilg for q place along the tivTN~ to ml the Cobra They c1ctti get too f• when thew ai'speed wert to nottwig cl1CI they wert twn1g no the 11Dlllll We lalJr 
tallled to lhe med evac lean that rebieved thew bo<les. The-t said they beleved Id'! men lied of broken necks caJSed l1f lhei' chicken plates cl1CI !tis twnlg fal I Rlffldll( 
bei'lg realy lc,sel abOlf loosing Dave. We had become good friends. Thal very moning he had shown me a picue of tis wife cl1CI the card she had sert fin - tDdirf was 
.. illWefSay! 

On 1he 23rd. A Trp worked il'l AO near Chee Beo cl1CI fomd a large rice cache. The 8kJes were nserted cl1CI destroyed some ol l before bad weather forced the Trp from h AO. 
On the 241h. A Trp fomd cl1CI destroyed a C0fl1)lf1Y milJs size Slagilg •ea. A Trp was tokl to leave Plelw on the 251h to rellm to Phar1 Ril'lg btJ cotil not becaJS8 of bid 
weather. Onlhe 261h, one A TrpAH-1G was damaged ii a rnoru. attack cllClwas sertto lhe 604th TC for alal boom change. The remai'lder of the Trp closed.- Phar1 Ralll at 
1330 holn. lui1g 28-31, A Trp worked AOs somd Song Mao. The ScOlfs fomd sii,is of enemy activly blf no cortact was made. In late Msch, the exact dafe is llWllJltlll. 
W01 J- lenad L1111 of C Trp was ii a Cobra that took fie en:! crashed whle St4)porting operations ii Laos. VHPA Mermers Don Pwser cl1CI Dave Ferrel provided saill 
delals d ltis evert wta allenmig 1he VHPA Retnon i1 Allar1a: 

They reported receM1g fre cl1CI the Cobra llll'f wel have been bt.mlno before they crashed lrto a rwer bottom. The hy~ucs caqi fre cl1CI dis reat,' tuned Jin t,efolt 
I-. CCIUd be removed from 1he wreck. Evertuatt Id'! plots were evaced. Don remembers goilg wlh several o1hef C Trpers to Yisl Jin In 1he hosplal. Don said lis fJCt 
nl ~ ~ were so bact/ bulled that they cwctii recoi,iZe hin at al. Ort/ after Jin started speaking lid they recogrize his voice. They lllderSlood he lved abOI' 
a week er so before ct,ilg on Aprl 3rd. The o1hef pb, name lllknown at !tis tine, was wOlllded blf SUVNed. 

Aprl • On the 1 st. A T rp was placed on Slarld-tr/ for movemert to Plelw. The order was mat,, receNed at 2230 holn. A Trp closed at PleiaJ at noon cl1CI at 1500 recewed a 
TAC E Stwart r~ from FSB lonet,, where the US 62nd Arty Cafl1l was lllder attack 11t a VC force. A Trp sert fcu Cobras c11C11he VC mnedafet/ broke corucl lid 
the Gu1S racewed fre, oone were hi cl1CI they beleved they kled fcu VC. later lhe Arty~ credled A Trp wlh 20 kls. From lhe 3rd ttvouiti lhe 51h, A Trp ~,. 
471h Rl9, 22nd ARYN. On the 4th. A Trp was ilvotied ii some lnioclJTlerted action cllClwere crediledwlh 17 kls. On lhe 7th, A Trp serttwo AH-1Gs on a TAC Eto fSB6; 
blf aft• an how the retLmed to base as they were lJlable to cortact 1he frienctf forces on the 1Jomd. On 1he 151h, while W01QYJ somd Cheo Beo, a LOH ~ew fre from..., 
er fcu hootches SllTOlllded l1t spider holes. Two elepharts cl1CI one OP were also fOlllCI. Al were taken lllder fre cl1CI destroyed cl1CI one person was kled. The BkJes .­
dis was a con.,arr,-slze base~. so artlery was acpted cl1CI 1he Cafl1l con1)1etetf destroyed. On the 161h. A Trp's ARP w:overed a smal aid Slllion. Several fresh fOGPfl1S 
wsefolowedno atreelne wtichthe GlllS fred~klrlQ one. On the 17th, A Trp's ScotJs reported a paradlfewlh harness next to allmelopering cllClallrjtu, ~. 
cl1CI a ni,1 hemet were fomd on 1he 1Jomd. Two people were observed hDlg in lhe bushes wlh a 51 cal wtich hi a LOH fcu tines. The GlllS upended wlh trinOWn redS 
blf ll'l aislrb was called it On lhe 21 SI, A Trp's GIil saw several people In il'l open •ea. When all~ to ID them proweed fre, the GlllS opened fre wlh trinOWn redS-
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-1 enef"i squad was observed wal!ilg a tral. The GlllS fl'ed; sbc were kled, two womded nl two ~ed. Upon flJ1her ilYestigml a blllker ~ was 111COVerea. 
~ were caled in wlh IDQ10Wll r~s. The 8kJes m a reaction force were insef1ed nl fOllld 50011s of rice wtich was lllTled O'ier 10 the 451h Reg. On the 23rd. A Trp :;-saeerinll an area 20 mles west or SHOOE Ill when the 3rd 8n. 451h ~ 22nd AAVN made heavy cortact wlh an tNA Reg. A Trp was re(JJeS!ed lo prOYkle S141P011- luinQ 
~ one LOH was engaging a mo,ta poslion when I was hl by 30 cal AW fh. The observer was hi in the left i,oil tu corCi1Jed lo engage tis wget. Anoll• rOllld 

,. ship ~ered n1 sere stnpnel inside, wOlldlQ the plot in the left leg. Bolh plot nl observer cOfU1Jed lo St4)llOrt the nisslon for abolJ tan nwues before they 
~ to ihe Pt1J Nhon rearm poit where they liscovered two more rOlllds had hl lhe observer's chicken plcie. Bolh were evaced lo the 71 st Evac. Mu1Whle Iha C&C had 
~ a 51 cal poslion nl look one rOllld 1tr01q1 a rolor blade. On the 261h. A Trp's ScOI.( liscovered approxinaletf 20 people in a base caT1> wlh ftte horuhes nl 
~- The Scrus receNed fie so lhe GIils opened 141 m kiled one. The BkJes were Inserted nl itmedcietf cne lllder heavy fn. A reacllon force was inserted to Sl4)pOrt 
.., Alf'. Bolh I.Ills becJan recemg heavy fie nl mortar r0ll1ds. When the fie lfled. the i,Ollld forces fOllld a trari'lg area. The area was desIrc,1ed by the Gllls. The LOHs 
_.i &e two more lines nl the GlllS expended wlh lllknown re~. When the lnlartry was eiaracted, I was fOllld M they had stlfered 1011' WIA. 

IIAIG HO 11 • F« the period 20-24 • n1 3-14 Ma>/, the 7/Hlh provided cormmd nl Cor1rol for lhe aw assa.t pol1ions of dis oper.-lon conducted by the Capb Rept.cilc 
~ Kafel lrfartry DMslon (CRID) n1 the 173rd Abo ID Iha 0011hweSI nl Wesl of PtlJ Cal AFB; speclficatf the Suol Cau, Sot.i Tre, nl Sot.i La Ti'1 v~ nl Base Area 226. 
1111fol0wil0 I.Ills ~ed: the 61st n11291hAHCs assigned lo the 7/17 n!Cll/17; !he 921h nl 8'227 AHCs nl Dtn7 AWC from the 1001 CAB; the 1341hAHC, the 
1J8111 AWC, n1 lhe 1801h ASHC from the 2681h CAB; the Afl271h AHC nl the C/2281h ASHC from the 52nd CAB; the 2681h Palhfilder 0d from the 2681h CAB; nl the 1001 
~ Oet from the 1001 CAB. lrtelgence idcaled lhal elemerts of lhe 3rd tNA clvision were rei,014)ing nl recran,g in or 08cl' Base Area 226. The lemin WIS descrl>ed 
• • "• floor al abolJ 100 meters elevation, Sleep fflotl'tai1s rise 10 700 meters oo the east nl 800 meters on the western side. Dense vegaion offered mu:elert overhead 
~ for enemy movemeit. f\igged ridges nl pmacles, enc~ by vegetation, offered coocealed AA weapons poslions wlh mamat, good llelds d fh. Vwy 
• adaCJJlll8 LZs uisted in the area nl most were one or two ship L1s oo the UTOUDIQ pmacles .,,_ lhose oo the v-, floor M cwd accomnod81011' er ftte stips 
,.. .,.., VIDfable 10 AA fie from poslions on lhe fflotl'tai1s above. The concept of the oper.-lon was for lhe S<pi I0 prO'lide * recon nl lacdcal moblly fer Iha Wny 
idS pmiartt via the two orgri: AHCs (the 61 st nl the 1291h) nl C Trp. They wrud recomoler, prepare nl Insert the Wartry elemerU ito runerous LZs siTdaleoust, 

111 Stlfomd nl cordoo off Base Area 226. Tlis was ~ by insef1ing the ROK I.Ills lo the SOIJh nl east nl the 173rd lo the north nl west as bloclcilg fcrces on 
.. ~21st, n122nd. Then two ROK ~ assdedthe motJtaln lops nl v-, floor ID engage the enemy. (uilg lhe period 3 -14 Ma>i runerous assaw and IDdracliollS 
_. conc1Jcted for lactical redeploymert of the ROK I.Ills 10 fll1her engage lhe enemy Iris. Elemerts from the 1001, 52nd, nl 2681h CABs were opconed oo I datt basis. On 
.. 2Clt1 (D-3), we C001)aies nl one Bo CP were ilserled ito we Lis. On lhe 211h (D-2), 105 ROK nl 663 US troops were inserted. On the 221h (D-1 ), IWo ROI( con1)aries 
_. inSeft8d ito two more Lls. On the 231h (0 Ca>/), Iha 5<pi nl opconed elernerts assembled al two PZs. The sicks were broken down ito len nitfs of !Ml stips each 
... Sl4JPOl1ilO ginnps. C Trp prO'lided lhe nial recon n1 prep of the proposed Lis. Palhfilders were assipd lo ti flVts to each LI lo assist the CIM7s nitfs ID folow. 
P0l n1 rearnilg pons were operalional al ~ PZs. After a ar1ilery prep, C Trp starle.t a VR arOllld lhe proposed Lis a1 0930. Al. 0945 the assa.t forces were ai1lorne m 
,a 1000 lhey Ptf 12 C001)aies, one ~ CP, IWO Bo CPs, nl one Arty Btry no len Lis sirdaleoust,. On lhe 241h (O+ 1 ), they again used IWO PZs n1 the same schecUe. 
c Trp reconed the Lis nl a1 1000 lhe Sqctl Inserted nine ~ nl !tree Bn CPs no seven Lis sildaneoustf. On 3 Ma>f (D+ 10), lhey beoan the alradlon d Iha ROK 
ea,ay ~wlh eqt~ clllltwo BnCPs from nine PZs. On 4 Mcl'i (0+11), they e>aractedlhe 151 ROK ~consisling of tanCOIT1)aries, one AeciCP, 1Wo llnCPs 
and one Mt Btry from len PZs. On 5 Ma>f (D+ 12), they used one PZ lo rensert the ROK Cava/Jy ftl9 will eqt C001)aies ito sic Lls. The lb ni,t receHed some SA fie 
and the !JD engaged the wgets. Two Hueysrecewedhls. Onlhe 61h (D+ 13), they Inserted 11 cllfl1)anies. one ~CP, two Bn CPsnl one Arly Btryfromlhe ROK 1st Re!, 
,io 15 Us. Onlhe 1001 (D+ 17), they beoan lhe Ira phase by e>aractilg eqt ~ nl one Arty Btry of lhe ROK 1st Rei, from nine PZs. On the 121h (O+ 19), they eidracted 
one COl'l1)a1Y from lhe ROK Cava/Jy ft19 from one PZ. On the 131h (O+ 20), they e>aracted seven con1)ri!s nl 2 Bo CPs from ~ PZs. The Yelow ni,t recewe.t SA nl 
9-40 &e arid lhe GlllS engaged. One Huey nl one UH-1 C were hl. Enemy persomel nl blllkers were clsco¥ered nl attached by the Goos. The da>j's operitions dained 
10 KBAs. On the 141h (D+ 21 ), !hey COR1)1eted !he elllraClion of ri1e C001)aies nl one Bn CP from seven PZs. The I~ for the me oper.-lon were for UH-1 Hs: 2696 hotl's, 
4099 sorties, 11,176 passengers using 351 awcraft nl for CH- 47s: 252 hDln. 300 SOl1ies, 1428 passengers. 706 IOl'IS using 45 acrall The nt,sis section ilhl Aft« 
Adlon Report prOYkles some nsvt no dis operation. Apparer11'j the CRID was very sewty conscience becue I prO'lided or-tt frl(JTleltary ilomalon in uancefor plarmg 
JllfPOS8S arid denied prepar.-lon • recons of lhei AO. They also cld net Ptf thei' G-3 or ~ Cnos in a C&C yet demanded sitdal80tJs insertions. The lack d ai1lome 
deCisiOn makers caused delcl'is II LI seledlon as everyone had lo wal for lhe information lo be ralioed back lo the ROK CPs. Al the opconed • I.Ills cwd nii taager ii Iha 
Ln area. so they had 10 ftt in wery mornng nl home every ri(jt. Tlis, of cowe, dela>/ed lhe ai assus abolJ one hotl'. T~ refuel nl ream poi1s had to be 
establshed for several dao/s OIJSide filled facilies wtid1 taxed lhe S<pi's 5-4 nl HHT persomel nl added a secuty problem. ltlatf, the CRIO wart.eel !her eien.ts mdfacted 
tom lhe field nl retlmed 10 thei' base caJ1>. Tlis r8(Ji'ed eiara 'a laid' line M crud have been ebinaled I they had used some c,Ollld COfM1fS. The operallon c:lained 
252 ~ kled, 11 o idvklJal weapons, 35 crew weapons, nl 7 racios capued against 13 Koren kled arid 60 wOt.llded wlh no US losses nl no awcraft nsses. 
.., - Olmg lhe fisl week, A Trp's operations were weather restricted. On lhe 11th, A Trp destrll'/ed a smal base caJ1> west of PtlJ Nhon. On the 19th, an A Trp CUA crashed 
,a Ph.I 111011 wtje hoverilg from the POL lo !he parmg area. The ~ had gone IFR in lhe <kJsl nl lhe ship came lo rest in an inverted poslion. Nelher plot WIS i'ped. Al. 
1105 Inn oo lhe 2001, W01 Greaory A. Smllh nl W01 Robert Bruct lied in the crash of an A Trp LOH west of Dragon Moutail nea-c~ Enari. The ARP WIS inselted lo 
secu-e Ille crash sle. The cause of lhe crash was never determined. C Trp moved lhei' operations base 10 Ari Khe for two weeks IUilg dis period . 

D Trp 1/111111 CAY - AbOI.( dis line, CV1/1001 CAV, lhe ACT for !he 1/1001 Cav.-y Squidon M had been part of lhe 41h Di'I was attached lo the 7 /171h. VHPA Menm Mite 
LMII e,ipails: 

As the 41h Di'I was stanllng down, lhe 1/1 O Cav 5qct1 was stl based 01.( of CcWl1> Radcilf near Ari Khe wlh !he prinary nission of keepilg a good percatage of QL 19 
open between the coast nl Plelcu. CV1/1 o was !he Sqctl's orgri: ACT nl we wed al Radciff as wet II fact I can remember we had a very rice New Years Eve paty 
ra IDo long after we OCCt4)ied lhe bu1dngs fcxmert/ used by the 4th Avn Bn. Cu 5qct1 was part of Tf Ivy nl then Tf 1/9 as lhe stnl down coruud. Avmin Sl4)pOrt 
becane a serious problem by late 1970 becaJSe we were net part of !he 1st Avn Bde. When we needed parts or IPs or anylhing aviation relaled, we had lo go al Iha Wcl'i 
to flla Trq nl even then lwasni good. We sdl new most of Dll' rrissions forlhe 1/10 Cav tulhey reat,, cwdn1 St4)llOrt us ll<e f/704 AMNT used lo do. 0.. COllfllanders 
made a ki of noise nl abolJ ~ 1971 we moved lo Lane. WGin a short period we were attached 10 the 7 /17 Cav nl !he St4)llOrt was ITIJCh betler. lriiat/, we had 
no blels or OCher facilies. We stwe.t some space wlh Cll/17, Qlt an old Korean bctilQ nl even had some ~ for us nl wed in lerts loo. Thal part wasni tDO IJeal. 
OU' ARP was sdl al An Khe nl we alwc!'iS had IWo GlllS pkJs two or bee 58s (we cim1 use OH-6As for Scrus after ?) al An Khe as a (Jick reacllon force ID keep the 
road open. Thal arr.ngemert was har<t, normal for an ACT tu I doo1 ~ !here were inf normal I.Ills left in Vietnam al M line. Even when we were in Iha 7/171h. we 
sdl flew rrissions for lhe 1/1001 mosl of !he line. Ll<e OCher AC Ts clmg lhal period, we were Id alowed lo Plf 011' American ARP on the c,Ollld. When we Sl4)pOrted 
lhe 1/1001, !here were American c,otlld forces nea- al hand. Bti we often sere pn leans 141 nl down lhe coast. especiat/ when when Cfl/17 was 141 north cuing Lan 
Son 719, wlhocf inf hope of Wartry back-t41. Basicat,, we cld a ki of aerial recoo will the Scrus just marking wgets as best they CIUI for lhe Gllls. We were also 
b:ty !Uilg those da>js 1hal we cim1 have rnq lwds go down nl I cani remeni>er infDOe getm1g kled IUilg lhe r,sa hal of 1972. 

VHPA Merooer Earl Ewing remembers these lines as folows: When I joined CV1/1001 Cav in Jme, they had been lving al An Son for some line because lhei oper.-lons 
were wel establshed. They were lving in wooden bttilgs tu !here wasni lllllXql room for everyone. f« lhe fist few wedts I moved from blllk lo btn wtw, ~ 
were oo R&R. I had gone to AMOC nl Cobra school after~ school, so I was in the Service Plalooo nl the 5181h TC 0d IUilg 111/ !tree IIIOf1hs will D Trp. I recal 
we used lo lake Cobras we coumifix lo 011' ~ al Tuy Hol which was a very age faclly. D Trp cidkeep operationalteans alAn Khe nl morelhan once we had ID 
go lher~ lo fix somelhilQ or 10 lake in~- I cai alsO remember going to Plelw for the same reason tu maybe M was when I was wlh the Sqctl. In ~ermer. I becane 
the Maitenance Offic« for lhe 7/171h. We were ilwcl'is very busy because lhe 5<pi was a coledion of al sorts of avmon I.Ills nl lhe AAVN had 011' I.Ills scatter~ 
al over lhe place just ll<e trucb. I beieYe a lei of people Qlt tut nl a ki of eqiipmect was damaged nl nisused lllder dis •scatter depllJ'/merf' concep. In eq '72 
I ca1 remeni>er O'ier ftting Tuy Hoa oo lhe Wlf/ lo VIJ'lQ Tlll so we crud have Oll' Cobras mo<ilied lo swlch the lal r«or lo lhe olher side. I was realy if1nssive to see 
N Tuy Hoa had 'llmed lo noltwlg'. By lhen we were getting most of Oll' ~ nl some ~ from Nila Trang tu blades nl engines were in short S14)111'/. I fiished 
le> nr, 1011' wlh the 1291h in March. 

Jin -A Trp spert 15 dao/S down Cb! lo weather dis rno,th. Its mssions inckJded several COl'WIJ'/ escort nisslons from Pleiw ID PtlJ Nhon n1 two SAR oper.-lons ii an~ 
ID toca a ciriian Cessna 180 wtich clsappeaed between Cheo Reo nl Pleicu. On or near the 1st, C Trp moved ls oper.-lon base lo Komm from Lane nl wcud Sl4)pOrt 
operallons ii dis area for lhe me morai. On or nea-lhe end of lhe nmh. c Trp nmned ls operations base 10 Lane. Dlmg dis nmh, lhe 5qct1 HQ nl HHT rooved frmn 
(U Nhon ID An Son VHPA Merdler Enie Sm.It corBIJeS prO'lidlng some il1lorlilt backlJOllld infOOllcDIO abolJ !tis period: 
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SECTION XII - AFTER ACTION REPORTS 
These •After Action Reports' are a COIDlJm1 of lhe last two year's cOll1)blons of fff8 wtness acCOllts. accideft reports, official doctlne(tmi, ald specs iterest IJOIC)S. 
Scuces of lhe ilf0fl1lcfion rlWlge from the Defense lrtelgence Aoeoo-1, the Jon Casualy ResoUion Carter, the lbe Oepartmert, the PflN Networt (Task Force cl lmis, Inc.), 
to cted i1JlfS from VHPA mermers. I ls ill~ to aca.atett doClrneft specific everts N irwDHed loss of lfe ilQ'or destrudlon of heicop(ers lllilg the Vlelnarn war. I 
Is ID ill~ to Incle or prorroe poliical Issues. Some cl lhe ilformallon used for tis section cortains opiions N may ID acanely descrl>e the evercs as they OCCtJTed. 
We have bied to remove these when they are obvious. Lb everylhilg in lfis Oi'edory, lfis normallon is rri/ as accuate as lhe mermers of the VHPA eat mab I, so please 
send in ycu addlions ald cooecllons to the VHPA H~n. Gary Roush has Ill tis section togettw ald wwd apprecia ycu ~ ald fee<l>ack. 

Tiis informallon Is in order Ir, date of lhe eveit ald cortains al new material wtict1 has never appeared in a VHPA ctedory. 

After Action Report for: 5 September 1965 
LA GRAND, WIWAM JOHN 

REFNO: 
Name: 
Rn/Brnh: 
tit 
Date cl 8ilh: 
Home Cly cl Record: 
Date of Loss: 
C01111y of Loss: 
Loss Coor<ilates: 
bus (n 1973): 
Aicraft/Veticle/Grolnl: 

R0137 
Wiiam Jom LaGrald 
W?/USArrrri 
197th Avaion COll1)at1f 1451h Aviation Battalon 
11 Mcl'f 1941 
POftlarld,OR 
os Seltermer 1965 
Swh VlllllWTI 
110655N 1065516£ 
Kie<Woaf Nci Recwered 
A-1G 

After Action Report for: 18 June 1967 
LEMMONS, WIWAM E. 

REFNO: 
Name: 
Rn/Brnh: 
tit 
Date of 8i1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Date of Loss: 
COID!YofLoss: 
Loss Coor<ilates: 
Status (in 1973): 
Aicraft/Veticle/GrOllld: 

R0734 
Wiiam E. Lenrnons 
02JUS Amr/ 
HHC, 1961h Watry Brigade (I.qt) 
12 Jnay 1942 
Pocatelo, ID 
18Jooe 1967 
SwhVlelnarn 
143303N 1083012E 
Missing In Action 
OH-23 

After Action Report for: 30 June 1967 
HOUSE, JOHN ALEXANDER 11 

REFNO: 
Name: 
Rn/Brn:h: 
tit 
Date of 8ilh: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Date cl Loss: 
C01111y of Loss: 
Loss Coor<ilates: 
bus [111973): 
AicralWeticle/Gromd: 

R0746 
JomAlexlrlderHouseU 
O:WSMC 
HHM 265, MAG 16 
16 Aprl 1939 
Pellaln, NY 
30.IIRI 1967 
Swh Vlelnarn 
161349N 1074301E 
Kle<VBoct,' Nci Recwered 
CH-46A 

After Action Report for: 08 February 1968 
ZIEGLER, ROY E. II 

Name: Rat E. ~ II (Dick) 
Rn/Brnh: W01/US Amr/ 
tit 581h Aviallon Detactmeit ().i Nhon 
Date or Bilh: 1 ~ 1941 
Home Cly or Record: Sprilgfield. IL 

Olher Persomel in lncidert: (none nissi1g) 

SYNOPSIS: Wiiam La Grand was a passenger aboard ill A-1 G aicraft on a ni,t wtich 
departed Bien Hoa on~ 5, 1965. The ai'craft was seen to crash ald no ejedlons 
were observed from lhe ai'aaft prior to irrc>acl 

The area inwtichthe ai'ctaftweit dowrtwas l.llderhosde C011rolatlheline, ald recovmy 
ald mutaion ~ at lhe line were thwarted because of heavy~ actttly In h 
area ald hostle presence. 

Gettilg a ride in a Skyraider from a friend ,vi an« arnmg in cotnlJ. 

Olher Persomel in lncideit: Edward Glillory; James McKl!rlcli; (bcitl missilll) 

SYNOPSIS: SfC &t#n Glilory, u. Wiiam Lenrnons ald Mal. James McKlbick were 
aboard ill OH-23 P.iwen heicop(er on a visual recon nisslon operUIQ in C>Jarlg n, 
Prom:e on Jllle 18, 1967. They were to spci artlery targets for the Ar1lary Batrery Ila 
McKlrick ald ~ were attached ID. 

AJ. 1845 hotn, the heicop(er was decwed nissilg. ElllllllSNe searches were concb:ted 
N rilit aided by atlery flares arlll ai'ctaft mcuted sear~. bl& no trace cl lhe 
ai'craft or crew was f0tlld. in the next few dil'fs several crash sles were reported ald 
searches made, bl& al efforts were fn.iless. 

Olher Persomel in lncidert: Mm Alen; Michael Judd; Jom Klan; Gttn l\mels (al 
mlssi1g) 

SYNOPSIS: Jom Hoose was lhe pie( or ill CH-46A helcopter cartyilg persomel assi(Jled 
to Corl1)arrf A. 3rd RecomaissalC8 8allalion, 3rd Marile DMslon, when the amall was 
hi Ir, smal arms t-e near lhe cly of Ph.I Bai, Swh Vietnam, uploded ald crashed. 
Alhou!i1 some cl Ile persomel aboard SUYtied, House was never bnl, nor wera 
remains recovered M crud be idertified as tis. He was Isled as kled in action, boctt' 
ID recovered. 

The co-pb Ted Pllmart SllViYed. 

0lher Persomel in lncidert: W01 Joseph Rose, E4 Michael Lrier, ES Robert ChenoWlh. 
E4 James George. ~- (MIA), ald LTC 8eriarm ~eel. 

SYNOPSIS: Al cl lhe people on lfis helcopter were capbsed, served as PONs, ald !hell 
released except for E4 George who was kled whle In captt.,ly. Thefolowilg Is a fist penon 
accout by Dick Zil9er: 

COIDIY or Loss: Swh Vlelnarn 
Loss Coor<ilates: 184424N 1071941E (YD471521) 'On February 8, 1968 I was assi!Jled to ft/ LTC Ben ~eel ~ to ()orig Ha wlh ~ 
Siu [111973): Released from c~ from North Vietnam frequency raclo pats. The other pie( was Joe Rose. My crew chief was SP5 Aobel1 
Aicraft/Veticle/Gromd: UH-1 o Chenowlh ald lhe door IJnlel' was SP4 Mlle Lrier. George was a refrigerator ,nechaiC 

ald weit along to fix some refrigerators at Dong Ha. We took off from Dwng ald proceeded 
to Hue where we lil1ded so L TC ~eel cotJd be briefed tr, lhe Marine General on what ltll 

sllJalion in I Corps was ald what equipmert they needed. After he was bnefed, we departed Hue for ()orig Ha. The wgher was ;,JSt a Ille shlly. Ceillgs were ab01J ~500 
feel I flew along lhe coast to avoid the enemt ald !hen when we were abOIJ even wlh Clirlg Tri, I headed lnarld lid I reached lilt!Wcl'f 1. We !hen flew 11011h to Dong Ha. 
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• ,,_ delYemo lhe redo parts nl L TC lvcel beilg bnefed, we took off nl headed back to lmq. Joe was ftfilg. We decided to head back the sane way we came 1.11. Aft« 
ti lldl li!tlWIY 1 to head back to lhe coast, we flew over .-i enemt 1111 lhal had moved ito the ;rea aller we had passed lhal spci goilg to 0mg Ha. Tlwe RlJSI hM been 1 
,Jldl of lhem. 'Wei, they jJst poited thei weapons skywil'd nl fled. We flew ""1 h~ the i,otlld lie. I was wotllded in the left Ni,I nl belt. The Huey WIS on In. 
~ crashed the ~er in a pa yil'd. Whal a hel of a place to crash. 

Giel on the i,Ollld nl w of the btmng ~er we tried to E & E w of the aea. I was wotllded nl kild of in shock. One passenger, SP4 George. was baltt btmed from 
.. crash nl we had one RlllWay M60 madine IP\ 45 cal pistols, nl .-i M14 Ille. We wabf for abed 30 nnies to .-i hlU when the VC came 1.11 from belnS us nl 
,uflldMl!l- Guess~ We were in another IJMYil'd! Darm 1hlngs ;re al over the place. Wei, I tid belWld a i,ava nl w•ched LTC lvcel wave tis *a ckab hnlerctief 
,id sa/ we were st1Tenderilg. I cllh't wn to do 1haL I lholqt lhal the VC wwd tOdLle nl nuder us. So I crawled Otj of the irate y;rd nl tid in some bushes nea-lrf. 
,. "Ille crew nl passengers were taken prisoner • lhal Ima. 

i #abd in IITf ldig place 1111 rilit fal nl lhen I b1ed to find some fr1enctf faces. I don't tttt lhere were I/ff in I Co,ps lhal ri!tt, I fotlld some armored vehlcte !racks in the 
.,.i ..S lrtad to folow them. I losl them in some marshes. I COl1nJed to wait most of the ni,t. 

llJ(JJ 2 ho&n alter dawn c;rne. I was tdlg betnl some ITIO(e bushes nl I observed a ~ assat.l (CA) coning in abw 5 klometers from IITf poslion. Al M CA cld 
- push lhl 8ll8IITf tow•ds ma. In a Ille wllle, a i,01.11 of vc (rn Ille b<,/s wlh big IJllS) came 1.11 over the .Sall! CUl8S. Al. the sane Ima, a Huey flew over IITf posllon so 
dOSI ht 11 woud have had a rock I coud have hi the door gllller wlh l The VC had heil'd the Huey nl had gone ito tdlg nl the Huey never saw them 011111. 

,,_ the Huey left they started towil'ds ma agaiL I was laying on IITf back wlh IITf 45 on IITf chest sayq, 'God I you get ma Otj of ltis 11 never si1 again.' God had ma on 
IWJld ..S nevw n;wered IITf call One or the VC saw ma, yeled nl stated 1mg tis weapon. They al Sbrt8d f'mg thei weapons ii wery cl'edlon. I raised ..., 1D one Int 
wlh mt weapon in IITf hnl nl for some sir.Inge reason before I knew I. !di of IITf ams were abore IITf head in lhl, 'Don't std I unllder' mode. 

alDOk abw 5 days of walcilglD gatto IITf plQle ~ where I fnt gci medcal arilon for IITf WOlllds. To IITf $llpf1se al of IITf c:rew nl LTC lvC8I were also in lhal ~ 
1bB VC had IDCIICl.(ed SP4 George the day after he stllendered becaJSe of tis tuns. Al. ltis ~ I also met Ml Anw1cal PCM lrf the n;rne of King Raiford. He had been 
calJU8cl in 1967 loolmlg for I whore house in Hue. He clm't find I. tu he gci screwed. T1we was also I VC meclc in the~ nl he lrued llTf wotllds nl Pf11babtt saved 
If le. Cid where ad's u. • 
1 made IITf last escape all..,.. ii ltis ~ wlh King Raiford. We saved Ol.f meager ration of rice nl I exarcised IITf leg in the hooch w of sl!tt of the prds. n... one 1i1tf, 
D'1II nl I jJSI waited w of the~- I gets niltCY dilk in fl1Jle CcllOPY j,llgle • ri!tt, We had to navigale lrf the ac,t from fte fies. Olherwise, we wwd jJst keep bm1>nll 
KO lr88S. Those trees •e hard too in the pigle. The next day King nl I were r8CllmJ'ed abw 5 kiometers from the~- I spertlhl next 10 days in I hole in the i,Ollld 
wlh recu:ed rations. 

; SflDl1tt alter IITf escape an....., we were moved w of Ol.f ~ Mid moved to North Vletncm. I took us 11 days of nwctilg to reach the Ho cti Mein tral Mid anolher 11 days 
"rimlg trucks 141 the tral before we got ID our fnl ~ in North Vietniln. • 

1 sped apprcmnatetf 5 morms ii ltis ~. lhal was localed in a Vietnanese vlaga, in soby c:ormemert. I was housed In a Mched roofed hooch nl IITf room was the 
size al a c:losel That Is, I was 6 feet long lrf 2.5 feet wide lrf 6 feet~ wlh stocks • the end of the room. I'm 6'2' tat I hi IITf head I llt. 

"• Al« 5 mor1hs we were moved to I Cil11> M was m fil' from Hil'lol nl I spert 1111 Novermer of 1970 in ttis ~ - I had IITf Olher pb, M was sin down wlh ma. in the 
?4 ' room wlh me from lhen en His rwne is Joe Rose. Al. lines I also had anolher Will'art Officer~ pb in the room wlh ma. His n.me Is Michael o·comer. 
~ .. :1,·_•·;.. •• : AIM the SIil Tay raid, we were moved to the metropola1 il'ea of Hil'IOI to a ~ lhal was nimed the 'Pliltallon Gardens'. 

• 
d 
s 
I, 

• I 

1 AIM Iha 852's came to Hil'IOI ii Cmstmas of 1972, we were filali moved to the lnfiltlOUS prison caled 'The Hil'IOI Him'. We stayed lhere tnl the end or the wa nl I was 
released on 5 March 1973. And b<P/ was I ~ ID leave!" 

After Action Report for: 09 August 1969 
JANOUSEK, RONALD JAMES 

REFNO: 
Name: 

11 ftattanch: 
lit 
Datealllnr 
Home Cly al Record: 
Data al loss: 
Comly al loss: 
Loss Coormaes: 
Slalus(i'l1973): 
AicfaftlVehicle/GrOllld: 

R1478 
Ronald James Janousek 
02/USMaileCorps 
HML 367; MAG 36 
21,li/ 1945 
Posenll 
09Aupa1969 
SOtJh Vietniln 
163819N 1064643E (XD960180) 
~ Mei Recovered 
UH-1E 

0lher Persomel i'l lncldert: Bruce E. Kn (nissi'lg) 

SYNOPSIS: 1 ll Ronald J. Jawsek nl Cpl Bruce E. Kn were U.S. Mili'les allached to 1111s or the 
361h nl 111h Maine Awaall Oroq,s. respedtietf. On Aupa 9, 1969, the two were kled in Iha crash 
of a UH-1 E llelcqier. 

Defense Depatmert records lrdc:ae lhal Janousek Mid Kn were losl .t Kha Sn!, in ~ Tri 
Provilce. The U.S. Mili'les ue lhal JcllOUSek's ~ was hi lrf heavy enem, fte and aashed 
nl btmed. The U.S. Mili'les stale lhal Kn's helcol:ur clsappqed on a !Qt recomalssn:e 
nission. Joit Casualy ResoUion Carter records (considered lrf some ilWfsts to be the most aca.rau 
of al records), ideate lhal the loss ocaned in cer1ra1 SOtJh VleCnil'n. 

lnfOOMion oluilad from fq nl other sources incll:ae that Kane nl Jalousek's aicrall crashed 
Mid tuned in the Se Kong lwer ne. the border d Laos nl SOtJh VieCran llOf1h of the A Shau Valley, 
nl lhal they had been on a secrel rrission in Laos. The U.S. Stale Dep;l1mert lsts bolh mm as kled 

in a hosde action, nl fwther lsts Kane as «owned nl Janousek as a crew mem>er or the aicrall. 

Mat HI crash landed i1 waler to pd cu the In. Mat HI SllVMld. 
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After Action Report for: 05 February 1970 
LYON, JAMES MICHAEL 

REFNO: 
Name: 
Rri/Branch: 
lit 
Dale al 8i1h: 
Home Cly al Record: 
Dale al Loss: 
Ceu1ry al loss: 
Loss Coorcmares: 
Sima (b 1973): 

Rt556 
Janes Michael Lyon 
O~SAmff 
HHC, 2nd Brigade, 101 st Aibome Division 
08 March 1948 
~IN 
05 Febnwy 1970 
SolAhVlelnan 

Olhef Persomel in lncidert Tom Y. Kobashigawa, Jom w. Parsels, Ori!I H. Hefel (rebJned POWs) 

SYNOPSIS: Al 1530 llOll's on Febnay 5, 1970, caci. JilJleS II. Lyon, pb, caci. Jom w. Pasels, 
copb, SP5 Tom Y. Kobashigawa, crew ctief, ald SP4 Ori!I Hefel, <Ila IJDIBf, were ftfing a UH-1H 
helcopter (serial #68-16«1) on a manenarice mission from Hue to fltrf Bal, SolAh Vietn.m. 

When lhe aicraft was abotJ 18 ries noohwest of Hue Cly, the helcocier callt' fie nl crand 
(<kleto a malfln:tion). Cap. Lyon was it.own~ al the aicraft nl was tuned mensivet, over tis 
boo/ ni part of tis rvt leg. His leg was severed fOtl' inches below the knee. The olher cr• menon 
were also i;red nl ccud not tah ewasle adlon. They were c:31Ued al 1630 llOln lrf tNA IJoops 
nl spert the ri!1f near the crash sie. 

AicralWeticle/GrOtJld: 

163045N 1072824E (YD494093) 
Prisoner of War (kled in captivly) 
UH•tH TtwOlJ!tl()tj lhe ri!jt, the cr!NI mentlers heard lhei' piol yeq nl rnoaling in pain. Al 0600 1101n, 

caci. Lyoo moaried ni lhen a sla was heard from tis poslion ab<U 30 feet from lhe aicraft wreckage. No CJlher OIJay from caci. Lyon was heard, nl the ~ beleved 
lhal he had been kled lrf lhe !JSd. 

Two weeks later, caci. Parsels was told 1rf t LL Lee Vari Mac (ari NVA coomarider al "C~ Farnsworth") lhal Cap. Lyon cled from tis WOtRls nl was luied al the crash sb. 
t LL Lee Vari Mac gave caci. Parsels the personal effects al caci. Lyon, inckJcS1Q tis ID card nl several ptuos which appea-ed to be of Lyon's wle. 

In late Ma-ch, 1973, Parsels, Hefel nl Kobastigawa were released from prisons in Nor1h Vietnan. In their debnelilQs, al bee concured oo the story 1hat lyoo had apparer01 
been shit. They considered I a mercy kling, becaise lheir piol had been so ~ i;red that lhey dWud lhal he crud Sllvive. 

After Action Report for: 24 March 1970 
HOSKEN, JOHN CHARLES 

REFNO: 
Name: 
Ari/Branch: 
lit 
Dale al 8i1h: 
Home Cly al Record: 
Dale al Loss: 
CCU1ry al loss: 
Loss Coorcmares: 
Stalus (111973): 
ActWri:11!/GrOtJld: 

Rt578 
Jom Charles Hosken 
W1/USAmff 
170 AHC 17 CAG 52 CAB 1 Aviation Brigade 
23 AlVJst 1947 (Clevelarid OH) 
Cha!JilFalsOH 
24 March 1970 
Carmocla 
142750N 1071816£ (YB484003) 
Missing In Action 
UH•1H 

O'DONNELL. MICHAEL DAVIS 

Nilllll: 
Rri/Brarich: 
Uni: 
Dale of Bilh: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Dale al loss: 
COIDIY of Loss: 
loss Coorlhles: 
Sima (111973): 
Acft/Venicle/GrOtJld: 

Michael Davis O'Domel 
0:WSAmrf 
170 AHC 17 CAG 52 CAB 1 Avialion Brigade 
13 AlVJst 19-45 (Coumus OH) 
Spmgfieldll 
24 March 1970 
Carmocla 
142750N 1071816E (YB484003) 
Missing In Action 
UH-1H 

Oita Persomel in lncidert: Bermart Gn>e; Rua/ M. Becerra; Jom Boronskl; Gary A. Harned, Jerry l. Pool (al nissilg) 

SYNOPSIS: On March 24, 1970, WO Jom C. Hoskins, piol; caci. Michael D. O'Oomel, aicraft coomander; SP4 BO/ M. Beccera, crN diet, ald SP4 8erma'I GillOe, i,.,-. 
were the crew al a UH· 1 H helcopter (serial #68-15262) on ari emergency eldraclion al a MACV-500 loog-rarige recomaissarice palrol (LRRP) from a~ zone in Rala1olli1 
Promce Carmocia, near lhe tri-border area The tean ilculed t LL Jeny l. Pool, tean leader nl tean ment>ers SSiJ. Jom A. BorlllSky nl ~ Gary A. Harned. 

The ten had been in heavy cortact wMh the ~ nl had recpsted ari im1e<Me elllraction. caci. O'Donnel evaklaled the slualion nl decided to pick lhem 141. He lil1ded 
on the ll nl was on the IJOtJld for ab<U 4 miues, nl lhen IJ;n;njted 1hat he had the eme teclll on board. The aircraft was beginlg Is ascert when I was hi lrf IIWlf 
fn, ald ari explosion in the aircraft was seen. The helcqnr COl1i"lJed in nvt for abcu 300 meters, lhen nitier pPlosiorl ocaned, cuing lhe aicraft to crash In lhe ._ 

No one was observed to have been it.own from lhe aircraft IUi1g eihef eiq>losion. The aicraft begari to btJn irmedaletf 14)011 irr4>act. Aerial seadl nS rescue efl011S t,ega'I 
irlneclcllett: however, no sqis of ife cwd be seen arOtJld the crash sle. Because of lhe enemy slum\ ~ to ilseft seach teams no the area were fide. SAR eno,tS 
were clscumJed on Aprt 18. Search ald rescue teans who meyed the sle reported that lhey lid not hold nu:h hope for Sllvival fm the men aboard, 1111 lackilll ff(d M 
they were dead, lhe ArrrP/ declared al 7 rrissilg in action. 

The Special Forces teclll aboard lhe chopper was wORing wMh M■ary .Assistalce COOITlilld Vielniln Stldes ald Obse,valion Grcq, (MACV-500), a joit serw:e, tifjl co,rrnalll 
IIICOMrClonal warfare task force engaged ii~ classified operalions hotqm Scuheasl Asia. The 51h Special Forces chnleled persomel no MACV-500 (lholql I wa 
not a Special Forces !Jcql) hotqt Special Operalions Atqnertalion (SOA) which provided lhei' 'CO'iel" wta mder secret orders to MACV-500. These tearns pertormed dNP 
penetr.aor, missions of strategic recomaissarice nl iterllction which were called, depencfng <11 the line frame, •Stn,g Brass■ or •Praiie fl'e' missions. 

After Action Report for: 23 April 1970 
EADS, DENNIS KEITH 

REfNO: 
Ncllle: 
Rri/Branch: 
lit 

Dale al Bilh: 
Home Cly al Record: 
Dale al loss: 
COll1ry of loss: 
loss CGOl'chlles: 
Stalus (b 1973): 
Acft/Vetide/GrOtJld: 

R1603 
Dems Keih Eads 
WOt/US Amrf 
F/8 Cav 123 CAB 16 CAG 23 Inf (Americal), 
CIIJ Lal, Sotih Vlelnan 
04 Ma'/ 1947 (Glendale CA) 
Prophetstown, IL 
23Aprt 1970 
SolAh Vlelnan 
153607N 1075801£ (ZC180270) 
Missing In Action (Dedared dead 08,'28{78) 
AH1G 

0lher Persomel i1 lncidert: lirTon D. Mi.ptiy (nissing) 
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MURPHY, LARRON DAVID 

Nilllll: 
Rri/Brarich: 
Uni: 

Dale of Bilh: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Dale of loss: 
COIDIY of loss: 
Loss Coorchlles: 
Sima (111973): 
Acft/Veticle/GrOtJld: 

larron David~ 
~SAmff 
F/8 Cav 123 CAB 16 CAG 23 W (Amerlcal), 
CtlJ Lal, SolAh Vielniln 
05 October 1944 (Alida GA) 
DalonGA 
23Aprt 1970 
Sotih Vlelnan 
153607N 1075801 E (ZC180270) 
Miwlg In Action (Declared dead 1 Wt tfl3) 
AHtG 
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The helcopter departed to the northwest from Oak To, tu was ~er0,1 tj by enefTTi fie, as I aashed inl tuned on a smal isald In the Oak Poko Rtter abolf 500 me1ers 
from the eoo of the dock to the rmway. Because of the roiq terrain, persomel a the ai1ield lid IQ see the aaatt ~ A Jib fttlng rNer the wreckage reported thal the 
helcopter was btmng, tu they cwd see oo SUYNors. I was later ciscrNered tta five people lid SUYNe the aash • W~ Keler, Bogle, Ward inl Lea Accodlg to lhei 
staemef15, Hulsk:l(er, Elen, Zolcoffer, Jones inl Carter were al dead. 

Two olher Team 22, MACV A<Msors. UCol Robert w. Brownee inl Ci!ll- Chal1es w. Gordon, inl !ta ARVN lrterpreter, ~ Cao Ky Cli, were In a lllJ'ter near the aisll1> 
approJlinalet, 4 klometers to the west of the base~ when they were forced to wlfdaw I.Dier heavy enem/ altack. They proceeded sOIJh of the ~ across the Oak 
Pollo Rtter, tu UCoL BrOWliee became separiied from the ~ as they were clltiiVICilg ~ a r.l. ~ Cli inl Ci!ll- Gordon caled OIJ to tan, tu recetied no response. From 
lie top of lhe hi, ~ -Cli heard the enemt cal w to someone In V181nameSe to hal inl raise tta hcrlds. S!i- Cli beleved the Viet Cong were spealcilg ID UCoL Brownae. 
Gordon illCI Cli evaded capue illCI eyeriuatf made !ta way to safety. 

A VietMnese who was capued inl slJ>secpntf released reported tta he had tal<ed to ilUtl8I' prisoner who had wilnessed UCol.Browra's dealh. He was told thal UCoL 
Brownee had kled tinself wilh tis own pistol when cormuist soldiers told tin to raise tis hcrlds In a1 •~ to capue hin. Addiional hearsay reports of tis sucide were 
reported by ilUtl8I' AAVN swce. 

Yona1 never caqt ~ wlh the ~ -For ltfee days, helcopter searches were made of the area wilh no success. GrOllld search, because of the hostle ltfeat In the area, was 
rupractica 

In Ap,I 1988, the Vlelncmese "liscoYered' lhe remains of Cilll- KemeUl J. Yorm inl retl.lned them to the U.S. In a spit of ~ cooperaion on the POW/MIA ~-

After Action Report for: 24 May 1972 
HENN, JOHN ROBERT, JR. 

REFNO: 
Hane: 
Rri/Branch: 
lit 
Dale of 8i1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Dale of Loss: 
Comry of Loss: 
Loss Coorclnius: 
bus (ii 1973): 
A.a~eficWGrOUld: 

R1865 
Jam Robert Hem. .k. 
W2/USArrrff 
Ffl9 ARA 3rd Brigade, 1 SI C.way OMsion 
11 Februay 1948 (Worchester MA) 
Slaon MA 
24 May 1972 
SOIJh Vietran 
113345N 1063717E ()(1768786) 
Missilg In Action 
AH-1G 

Olher Persomel In lncidert: (none) 

HOSAKA. ISAAC YOSHIRO 

REFNO: 
N.-ne: 
AanWBranch: 
Unt 
Daeof Bith: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Date of Loss: 
COtnlY of Loss: 
Loss Coorcnces: 
Stausfn1973): 
~aall/Vehicle/GrOllld: 

R1865 
Isaac Yost.-o Hosaka 
W2/USArrrff 
Ffl9 ARA 3rd Brigade, 1 SI Cavay Division 
7 Febnay 1949 
Gardena, CA 
24 May 1972 
SOIJh VletMn 
113345N 1063717E ()(1768786) 
Kled In Action 
AH-1G 

SYNOPSIS: On May 24, 1972, W02 Isaac Y. Hosaka, pb, inl W02 Jam A. Hem. •craft COITmillder, were fttlng a1 AH1G Cobra helcopter (tal #67-15836) wtich was 
~ In a me<Wac opercDIO abolf 8 klometers swh of An Loe, SOIJh Vietnam W02. Hem's helcopter was In a flltt of ltfee Cobras a 4800 fed when lhe helcOIDr 
appea-ed ID break In hall. 

The aaaft then wert Into a llal spil, exploded inl lust lrto flcmes l"'°'1 il1>act. The ~ helicopter pbs conckJded thal the Cobra had been tj by a SAM (suface ID • 
nissla), as they had seen a traJ of yttje smoke from the c,Ollld to the aiaall 

The olher two Cobras remailed rNer the sle, tu observed no one leavlng the aash. An inme<icte sea'ch In the area was IQ possille because of the enemt slucDln, tu an 
Jin 2 inl Jin 5, brief mace searches were conwcted inl remains were fomd wtich were ideltified as those of W02. Hosaka. 

A refugee reported tta he had wtnessed a Cobra helcopter aash inl btJn near Tai Khai vlage. Rlteen days later, he saw lie bodes of two ildvlclJals who had apparertti cled 
h the aash. The U.S. Arrrff beleves ltis report ma, corretae to Hem inl Hosaka. 

After Action Report for: 11 June 1972 
HOLM, ARNOLD EDWARD, JR. 

REFNO: 
Hane: 
RriJllranch: 
lit 
Dale al 8i1h: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Dale of Loss: 
Comry of Loss: 
Loss Coorclnales: 
bus fll 1973): 
Ai'crall/Veticle/GrOUld: 

R1874 
Arnold Ect#ard Hom, .k. 
O:VUSArrrrt 
F/8 CAY 11 CAG 1 Avaion Batalon 
05 March 1944 (New London CT) 
WiierfordCT 
11 JIJle 1972 
SOIJh Vielnam 
162326N 1072407E (YD565135) 
Kie<VBoct,t ~ Reco¥ered 
OH-6A 

McQUADE, JAMES RUSSELL 

REFNO: 
N.-ne: 
AanWBrcllch: 
Unt 
Date of Bith: 
Home Cly of Record: 
Date of Loss: 
COtnlY of Loss: 
Loss coorcnces: 
Staus (In 1973): 
Ai'aaft/Vehicle/GrOllld: 

R1873 
Jcmes I\Jssel Mc<kiade 
02/USArrrff 
F/8 CAY 11 CAG 1 Aviation 8aaallon 
03 Jlll8 1949 (Pasco WA) 
Hocp;mWA 
11 Jlll8 1972 
SOIJh VletMn 
162336M 1072357E (YD562138) 
KN8octt ~ Recovered 
OH-6A 

Olher Persomel In lncidert: w~ Bl>bs; Aobil FL Yeadet (nissng from one OH-6A); Jcmes E. Hackett; Richard D. w-, (rrissilg from second OH-6A). 

SYNOPSIS: By Decermer 1971, U.S. troops il-amJy had decined «arnaicatt • from the 1968 peak of nea-t, 55,000 to less ttW130,000. The enem/, ten1)0ratf onb 
defensive by the moYes lrto Canilo<ia In 1970 inl Laos In 1971, began deploying new tlVA forces SOIJhward In preparation for ilUtl8I' major offensive. 

In March 1972, the VleCrenese lulched a ltfee-pronged iwasion of the SOIJh. One tlVA force swept sOIJh across the DMZ. Is goal ~erit,, the concJJest oflhe ~ 
provilces inl the sein.e of Hue. A second INA force ctove from Laos lrto the Certral H~. and a llwd effort iwol'ied active from Canilo<ia Into provlnceS northWesl" 
Saigon. 

Fierce~ ensued on al ltfee frorts, wilh INA success the c,eaest In the llOl1hem promces. ~ corm.Jed Ll1i by .me, the North Vielnanese bega1 wlhct~ 11111 
some or ta aa.,ance poslions, s11 hoking considerable amns of SOIJh V181nameSe tentory rn the northern promces. 
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,ockel were reported IJ'i neligence SOU'ces. Two Cobras were sert and deslroyed the rockel sle. On the 151h, A Trp was forced to woe1( the l\al lirlOS noonwes1111 ~­
~ of ti!1l wilds. One LOH received fie and the Gins tied 11 the area wlh ll1known restis. On the 271h. A Trp's Gtlls provided armed escort tor an lllltraclion dn ~ 
fl8 2471h Med. Boeh the medeYacs and the Gins took Ire bt1 no damage. The Gins expended llldef the cortrol of the M.4CV acMsors 011 the s,OUld. 

The $cpl staff was getti1g accustomed to thei new role and VHPA Metmer Tom Ga,,ec11 provtdes ttis ilSi!1t: In lale Feb or eat,' Mar I woited priMtf 11 the nission 
ccnrol certer of the Sq<ti S-3 at Qli Nhon aifleld. As a red of the tal cu from lhe Mai Lai fiasco, !here was a COIIITland polcy to Yi kwesligale lhe crarnstn:es 
whenever !here were clviil1 ipies aleged to have been caused IJ'i AmeocNI forces. As I recal, a Cobca had accideriat/ tied a rocket near a Ille vlage 011 lie beach 
somewhere generatJ llOl1h of Qli Nhon and east of Bu Cat. I ca1 no longer recal lhe exact reason for lhe accidertal ~e. Unfortlllalel'i, lhe rocket landed ru wtwe 
a yomg baf, abcu lcu yea-sold, was playilg and he received a sfnpnel laceralion 011 one of tis c.wes. I was assqied to'- kwesllgate ttiS !Mier. To'- me i1ervlew 
wtnesses. I was assi(J1ed wihlhe sane 'Kl Carson" ScolJlhat se,vedwihA Trp IUilg !he 8 Aug 1970 engagemert. Byttisline A Trp's lbs no longer needldtin 11 
~ pmiary rrission and we had developed a good~- When I iterviewed lhe clid's rnocher aboti wta had haR>erled, she was uprlsed lhat I was tiig .-i 
nestigml Ttrmq1 lhe nerpreter, she told me 11 SltlstillCe: lhat she knew lhat wta had happened was an accidert; lhat lhe !lb <lm1 mean to srm !he rodlll; and 
lhat she hoped lhat we wwooi pmish or make lhe pb M1JY tor wta had happened because I we <Id, she was alraid lhat lhe pb miltt rd come back and i.-, prt'CeCI 
lhem from lhe VC. I have no reason to beieve lhe 'Kl Carson" Scoti was ~ words I wiwted to flu. The look on 1hat wOITiill's lace and lhe ci'wnstances of llal 
dscussion, are among those everts of my IOlf ii Vietnan lhat are ildeti/ etched 11 my recolection. Even ~ I had prevlousl'f ~ wholehea1ecff ldl lhe 
gawa1 rrission of OU' armed forces 11 VletMn, and lhe specific nissions of lhe 7lllh Cav, I knew wta we were doilg ii Vietncm was rtitt. 

l,1111 Song 711 / Dewav Can,on II • We have been able to learn lhat lhree dffereft Iris from lhe 7/171h SICIP()lted ttiS operml. The most vlsllle was C Trp and lhlli ~ 
wl be descrlled ii some delal B Trp, from PlelaJ, SICIP()lted runerousAAVN operations several mies ito Laos as sort of a 'sotihemllri/ tNA clslraclloneffoa" forhmain 
llusl along QL 9. Ctn~ deCals of B Trp's activlies are rd wel known. filally, HHT seit at least one, and mavbe 111011, smal delactlneru to Dong Ha to provide s-3 nl 
s-4 type SllJP(llt. Agail detals of lhese HHT activlies are rd CtJTertt, Wei known. krfWay, sq 11 lhe morGI, C Trp mowed to (kJq Tri and was aaached to lhe ml! CSAB 
• pat of lhe ~ for LAM SONG 719 / Dewey CarPfon II. For those 1hat know or ca-e, lhe 223rd was a fixed wilg CSAB. As pat ol lhe ~ to Sl4JPOfl ttis lage ~ 
,-1st Avn Bde clckl1 wiwt too IM"P/ of Is assets c;ten to lhe 101 st Abn tor several reasons. So ttiS is how, C Trp and several dta 1st Am Bde helcopar Ids were a:ssipd 
ID a stac:hed wilg corrwnand. Al. least two weeks prior to lhe move. C Trp had been fV81'1 a warilg order lhat 1hey coud be momg from Lane. C Trp st1 had a 'rlar dlll' al 
Lall. and tta maitenance and "forward (rear)' wwd be at CkJq Tri, wtw ti& 1orw•d (forward)' wood be al IChe Sarti when lhat base was re-establshed. VHPA llermers 
Don Piner illd Oiwe Ferrel rjie I§ a good picue of ttiS period. 

Don provides: As minloned prevlousl'f, C Trp had known tor some line we wwd be momg OU' operations and mamnn:e bases from Lane tor a tefl1)orary, b&a none 
h less mended, period of tine. We were even told wta to tab and how to pack. Filaly lhe orders cane down and we moved to CkJq Tri usb,i ldl lJOllld nl ar 
corwoys. I rernermer JXi1i10 Oll' cllffel bags ii lhe LOHs pkJs OU' weapons bt1 very Ille lfflTIO. We were assic,l8CI a p;r1ial/ constructed ctti'en's hospla ID In In. 
There was a helopad tor ttiS hosplal jJSl off lhe aifield at CkJq Trt. CU~ h and maitenance area was on lhe aifield, wlti'l walcilg clstn:e from ltis lmpbl. 
The concrete floors, lhe hal wals on lhe merior and lhe wooden root were fnshed bt1 r.- nu:h else. Over !he nm few days, C Trp wwd rig~ a~ sys11m wit 
power Slc,pled IJ'i a generaor IUSide, move ii some cots and a Ille flllm.re, and use a water bttfalo p;wked cu frort tor water. I wasni heaven, bt1 I was bellll' llan 
a1 Khe Sam! Once lhe Khe Sarti base was re-establshed, C Trp was assi(J1ed a smal area on lhe very nor1hem edge of lhe peiineter. I was rvt off lhe acltte ~ 
• rrif a few feet separated OU' ai'cralt parllilg area from lhe mail fixed wilg nnvay. When we gm lhere, 1hey had jJSl fiished clearilg lhat section of Riles and lllllllPO(led 
orcfnance. I ~ lhe nnvay was tnJSable because !here were IM"P/ holes ii l There was wreckage and ;ri everywhere! I was a scary place!! Wendel lbn nl 
I were assi(J1ed a sorry two man bln<er. We Plf some wood from rocket boxes down to keep I§ off lhe lftJCl set~ OU' cots and sleli lhere ii OU' sleepilg bags. We were 
pat al lhe pemiew defense • another scary thotqtl No one was happy wih lhese 1mg cordions so I jailed several dta Sews to dg a new six man luilr. We 
clckl1 ha¥e nu:h more space per person. bt1 we were able to get Oll' cots ii there. I especiatJ rernemier lhe ralS 1hat lved tnler lhe palets on lhe floor • Ill'/ were big 
• houSe cm!! We sard)agged OU' btner wals to keep lhe nut ii place. Al. nvt we'd 'borrow■ some of the asphal ccwered alliun panels from lhe 1111Qt b Ill 
floor illd lhe root. In lhe nm day or so lhe engileers wwd replace lhe ones we'd "borrowed' illd we c:cumi get I lhroultl normal~ charrlels. so whal h heck. 
We Plf lhe alliun p;riels 011 lhe sard>agged wals, lhen a tat to keep lhe rail cu and filat/ lols of sardlags. By morni1g we hoped no one coud filll !hose pnls I 
1hey came looki1g for them. The weather was bad nu:h of lhe line and I was cold !here. From my poit of view, I'd say most of C Trp's nissions were lrlllillra VRs on 
lhe Vielnanese side arotlld Lan Vieng, Khe Sarti and back to Dong Ha or along lhe two mail roads used to SlWofl lhese bases. We OCcasionatt saw AA fr nl Mn flak 
11Vietnan. Nallnt/ we were byilgto keeplhe NVA attay and looked fortta rocket Ids. Whenever we'd filllsomechilgnereslq, I recetled an Arc ui,torsanetilg 
appropriate. I have several pidll'es taken from atop OU' bln<er 11 a me of B-52 delvered bom>s. After lhe lti'd day of operations 11 Laos, lhe 6s wer81'11 used Im nu:h 
-,more. That is a long stay IJi lsel - how lhe ti!1ler med al lhat decision and wtJo paid for l krfWay, lhat ns file wit me. I know cu GIiis prowled cansidlfable 
St4JPOf1 ii Laos bt1 I don1 have arPf det.als of lhat. c.i_ yes, wt-. at Khe 5.m I had jJSl llled off on an ash & !rash nission when I lost lhe tal ruur. I Pl' lhe _. down 
jJSl IUSide lhe perineter, ii a rm field; bt1 kJCk11J no one was tut I reatt lled beilg a Scotf and loved tt,ilg lhe 6. I was known as 'Shaky" becaJSe I was llways 
nervous ii lhe RlOl'IW1Q. I catJm1 eat breakfast on lhe rnortW1gS I wwd ft( -1 ;JSt cict11 stay down. fllnf, floulj\ when I gm to lhe ai'craft and started the Jnll9f, t 
settled rvt down and tel file agail. I wwd ft( Scola tor 10 mmhs W . 

Now we1 hear from Oiwe Ferret lttri I was C Trp's fist new pb alterlhey moved 14> norlhto SICIP()lt Lan Soog 719. I was processedlhrou!tl Dong Ha~h223rd 
wih abcu 5 ~ and assilJled to C Trp wih ttiS tal 6'6', skilfi EM. We gm a ride to blQ Tri and Wert to C Trp's hosplal btildilg descrlled ~ Don Pusts. I c1111, 
have q TASO gear (sleepilg barJ, etc.) at lhe line. T1le'/ told me to jJst sleep ii someone's Cd and if 1hey cane back, go to another one. krfWay, abcu my seccnl l19t 
there I hud ttiS kllJd, sive sla ;Jst IUSide the btildilg. I was diW1t and I ce,tarif cict11 go irwesligale the noise. The nm marring at breakfast, I lened that tis lal, 
skiq, new 'Pl had sta twnsel! Welcome to Viebwn. Dave!! Abeu lhe 25th al Feb, I IP to Khe Sarti illd my fnl day there was harct,, llleVertli I'd pss C Tr, had 
ateady been there abcu a week or ten days. C Trp's area was relalwet, near lhe ATC tower illd 1hey had a loud speaker aaached to lhe tower 1hat carried lie tower 
cormuicalions. I sort of wandered down lhere to see wta was goiig on. A Cobra was cooq ii 1hat had been sta 14> prelly bad illd llllded on lhe 1111Qt. A med 
IBclll came over and tool( lhe WW1ded back seater attay. I watched lhe co-plot get cu of lhe frort seat and ito lhe back seat. The tower wiwted lhe Cobra mated off lhe 
1111Way rvt away so 1hey coud land lhe fixed wilg traffic. C-130s were laruig and ri>aci1g AAVN at lepl' itervals. There were trucks walilg to pick them q, nl 
cne lhemto where ever. I remember seeilg one 21/2ton wihabcu 10 llllfS illhe back and another 20 walilgto load. I had no canvas top, jJst lhewooden sides nl 
seats. krfWay, as ttiS wotnled Cobca moved along side ttiS lrUd(. he lllJSI have lost lhe !ail rmor or someltWlQ. because I crashed. One 11 lhe mail rWI!' blades slced 
tholql these AAVN. Khe s.m was aays a c1Jsty place and I ca1 remermer nmilg towards ttiS i,eat bal al clJst to see if I coud '-'· Leu al Olhers cane as wel. 
fllnf, at lhe Allarta Rellion, Don and I were talcilg ttiS over and he said he also weft to ~. bt1 I cict11 see In !here. The li'st lhilg I cane on was lhe lower hill of.-. 
AAVN sokler, so I passed lhat 14> and fotlld several more dead and iped. My 1hotqts were to by to rjie 1st Aid to 1111one wtJo needed I bt1 I was shocked ID see lhat 
lhe Ive AAVN were busy ~ themset.-es to wtaever was ii lhe pockets and belongilgs of lhe dead! I decided lhat maybe lhe ARYN cict11 need 1111 '- tun me . 
Welcome to Vlelnirn, Oiwe!! Someone 1-.cf ttiS LT pb from lhe wrecked Cobra I don1 ttri he was iped 11 ttiS crash. Some yea-s lalar I beleve I unedllat tis 
LT cied laler ii tis tcu. Ttis same day, I flew my fist nission • forget abcu an oriertafion fi!1t or a chedl-ride; Ins Cobca lpllfied and 1hat was good lllllllVI- I was 
lhe frort seater for Dave Lancaster. He was 011 tis second totl' and had been ii C Trp for some tine. He was a good GIil pb and tunan bei1g. I lked l>Jilg wlh fin. 
On lhat rrission. we were stl usilg lhe Ide bi"ds ii Laos. We flew past ll 31, wtich was lhe western most l1 down lhe tq,way no Laos. I remermer loolcilg cb#rl ;n1 
seeilg a tuned cu Huey bt1 no one else on lhe ll. I asked Dave why there wereni 1111 people 011 lhe l1. He fllqllailed lhey were al ooder ccwer because !he INA had I 
surotl'lded and were shootilg at lhe ARYN cor1ilJati. We flew on another mle or so and slarted woitilg. The 6s fllllld some hoUches lhat cortailed 55 ~ mms. We 
spelt lhe rest of cu tine blowilg lhese 14> and gm several rice seconday explosioos. We wert back to Khe Sail to refuel and reiml Just as we were 1eM1Q. we IP 
ttiS cal lhat ll 31 was beilg ovem11 wlh t.ns. As I recal we had lhree Gins, two 6s nl lhe C&C; so we left lhe 6s there and flew to ll 31. When we IP there, two 
F4s were JXi1i10 ii iW1 ai'strie so we were told to hold off and orbl abcu half a nile away. We had good ~ so we walched lhe show! On one pass, ttiS F4 cane ii 
tow and as he ptJ tis stuff down I saw several strecms of 51 cal tracers arch 14> toward fin. As he p&Jed ~. lhe F4 started smokilg and soon lhe two pbs ejeded. The 
jet tlJ'ltied lhrmq1 lhe sky and crashed no a til cu C&C, some <lstance from 1§, llllOlllCed 1hat he was goi1g to by to pick 14> lhe two A'6 Force IJIYS. The lead snake 
said ~ don1 you wal a rniue and we'I etwer you, bt1 he cictl'l. I have to rjie you a Ille more back!JOtlld i"lfonnation here. The AmericalS had a1rea1tJ losl a ki of 
heic()Jers ~ Lc111 Song, so we had received ilstruclions to by some cilferert tactics. Today's was 50 feet off lhe trees and keep YOU' speed 14)1 We had ID t, 
14> ttiS v-, to get to where Oll' C&C was goiig. The NVA were eve,ywhere. As we wer1, I coud eastf see them walcilg arllllld on lhe s,Otl'ld and we tool! A LOT of SA 
Ire 1hat day! Umeknownst to us. some of 1tis lie had eti lhe cables teamJg from Oll' raclos; so we cwmi tlll to 1111one. we stl had nercorn and I wOlil be a few 
miues before we ligll'ed cu what was wrong. We were lhe second Snake. As we passed over ttiS smal ridlJe and !topped ito another vilet, we ccultl1 ddemine 
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where lhe lead Snake had gone; so we bnlke left The rum« tine Snake folowed us tu broke 1qt. Wei, al of a sudden we il'e alone nl no one is talcilg to us. We 
were corPlilced that eveiyone else had been shot down! After a few nirues, ~e decided I is best to go back home nl stil'ted back East. We il'e SIi iow level and, as 
kJCk wwd have I. we cane ~ Oll' C&C M had, ildeed, been shot down. They had made a COftroled, forced laDlQ in a good sized il'ea covered by elephirt i,ass. 
l ls~ to r~e yOll' own people.- 50 fed, tu we CCUltli talk to them. ~e decided he is PIii to land nl ;Jst as he SdS 141 to do dis, imta C Trp Gll1 landed 
neil' lhe C&C; so they wave us off. We head back for Khe Sri1. L.-er I learn that they replaced ~e Nelson. lhe frort ~ in the Snake, wlh ?, the wOlllded C&C pb 
nl lhe Snake medevaced hin. He was lhe G111 Plat Let.- lhe tine; ;Jst ftfing C&C .- day. I never saw hin again, so he ITlJSt have been wOlRled serious>/. I was also 
told M tile gunir on lhe C&C had been shot ltlotqi a leg; the ldet ai a mail il'teiy. He bled to dealh from that wOll'ld. Sony, I doni know arr, more detals abotf ttis. 
We IP back to Kha Sn! nl learn M Oll' railos were shot cu, so no more ftfing toda'/. Tla was fine wlh me! One day Ike that day was more tllil1 enotq1 for an er1it 
lfe line! Welcome to VlelMTI. Davel! 

~e Ferrel goes on the provide a few more details to ~ us tllderstnl lhe condiions .- lhe tine since we have no official records or listory for C T rp clrilg ttis period. 
A few dwfs no lhe bcde, I rement>er we stopped serDlQ lhe 6s no Laos. I beieve the folowilQ Is true. One of Oll' sister ACTs, Bt'7 /1st. had lost so marr, stips lhal I 
was harllf COlm.f effedtie arr,more. The Trp Cmct had gone on record that he woumi send tis 6s there arr,more nl was releved. There was a big stn abotf tis 
becaJSe mos1 of lhe lne pbs ai,eed wlh dis Map. In ;Jst a few days, the powers that be il!Jeed wlh hin nl we were told not to take Oll' 6s there ill'flllOl'1. Anolher 
asped of Lan Song was that there were ai'a-alt everywhere most of lhe tine. The conmon lll'ead in most of rrtf memories Is in bei1g able to look Ott nl see a hook or 
a a-ane ldi1Q in somelhing, severa sicks nl SdS of !P-l1S working on ill insertion or a resul)I»/, jets abcwe, below nl along side you, C&C ships In al sorts or orbls, 
on RI on. l was Ike w.-ctwig lhe ertie invertory of Arnericill Wil' bi'ds pl.rfing in one large procb:tion! Ttis was bolh good nl bad. Good because I you had .-. 
emergency of some sort nl coud COIJ1)lete a rrissioo, there was usualy a backl4) that coud be clverted to ~ otL Bad because you etiii feel personal/ lrwotted In 
the effort, you ;m had a bl rOlD18 for a ruge dillCe tean. Another il1>ression that comes to nm is that there were a Iii or constarts - lhe WA were constaitJ rockeeing 
Oll' bases wlh 122s or 130 nm QlllS. there was fog il'Oll'ld Khe Sail const.ntf in the rnomilgs nl most evenings, there was constn movemert of ai'craft i1o nl 0d 
or Khe Sam, there was coostat movemert or ~ nl veti:les on lhe roads, there was constart AA fre on lhe laotiill side, mJst was 11Wersa constat ~ 
near tile i,Ollld. I was const.nt, noisy, we were constaitJ changing tactics to staf alve whie perfOrt'l'WlQ Oll' missions, we consistertt, expended wery tine we lan:hed, *~ etc. Some exal1)les to Sl4)l)OI'! these st.-emerts il'e: Concernilg cha1ging tactics, I can rememier tines when rrtf Cobra team slated a 1J11 rm from 10.000 feel -
we were 5 or 6,000 AGL! The rockets woud bun°" nl !Javly woud pul them down ID lhe target. Concernilg constat AA fre, I aeaa,- talked abotf SA RI 51 ca btf 
twice I can remeni>er receiving flacl( - n.maly we changed alludes in a tuiy. Another tine we were Sl4)pOl'tilg lhe ARYN's defense of a FB nl slated shoc6lg .- tile 
side d lhe Iii ;m below the FB. We were some clstne °" when I noticed tmcteds nl tmcteds or these "tWitt1g stil'S" in lhe trees on dis Iii. My nm iu,ed a 
trick III me. For a second I tllolqt how neal I was that someone had pl1 Ctvistmas tree liltf.s al along dis Iii. Then really reuned - My God! Those il'e WA rlles MIii 
.- us! Filaly I remermer two C Trp Cobras landed too close to each Olher .- Khe S;m. For a few momerts lhe blades i1ermeshed tu lnevlabti. they filaly collied RI 
lwed lhe mail rotor nl trillSITissions from bolh ai'a-aft. One rotor system traveled lll'ee (Jlil'ters d a m1e before COrtWlg to rest! No one was serious>/ tut Id lhe 
aa-all were deslra,ed. Oh, we etiii have arr, American Bus ck.mg dis perixl. We had Oll' LJt ships nl they received missions sort of a la cart Ike the Gms. NI ell 
tn from Siagon caled the Hoc Bao were used to retrieve downed ai' crews. We certaiYi had no ~ abotf them or lhei perfonMlCe RI I etiii hear or arr, from 
the~ avmor-. Ids. The Hoc Bao dd lhei job wel! 

AbotJ the fist week d Apri. C Trp moved from Khe Sail back to ClJillQ Tri nl rt!Jouped there. A few days Icier, they loaded 141 everythilg nl rmned to lane the sane w-., 
they had iiTWed • via ai' nl i,Oll'ld conva,s. The 7/171h's ~ in Lan Song 719 was CNer .- dis poi1. 

M•ch -Onlhe 1st. A Trp's GUls Sl4)p(llted a single slip medevac by the 247th Med of one US nl lll'ee enemy wOlllded. The slulDlnbegalwhenthe enemy amusheda 
23rd ARYN tnwlh a 51 ca. After lhe enemy were clspersed by iltlefy, A Trp's Gll1s sgched lhe il'ea nlfOll'ld no remanng enemy activty. On the 3rd, A Trp prowided 
sectdy for Presidert Thieu's vlsl to Lan Son. Dt.ring the saeen, the Scotls fOll'ld fHe bll1kers wtich were destra,ed by lhe Gllls. No coruct was made nl the rrisslon ended 
.- 1600 hlus when the Presidelt left M. 1300 111 tile 61h, A Trp was w011cilo ill AO neil' Dalal nl received a frag movernert order to move to An Son. They anived .- NI Son 
.-1945 hlus. On the 7th. A Trp worked lhe SUoi Cau v.,e,. One LOH took lll'ee tis in the rotor blades. landed nl was SU1II back to 13111. A Ille Icier, a Sccu fOll'ld 1 
S(JJad-size enem, !Ill wal(ing down a tral AbotJ 20-25 rOll'lds were fred .- lhe Gll1s as they kled two. Dt.ring the remainder of lhe day, lhe Scow fOll'ld runerous trals, 
hootches, RI briers inllc;mg recert enemy usage. Al hootches nl blners were destroVed by lhe .Gtlls tu no cortact was made. On lhe 81h, A Trp rellmed to Phill Ralg. 
The 100\ was schecUed as a mai18M1Ce down day tu A Trp was caled to Sl4)l)OI'! a TAC E for ill 53rd RE, Id in cortad wlh a platoon siZe VC force. The Gll1s saeened 
for tine hlus clrilg wtich crif one expended ordnin:e. On the 17th, A Trp was told to mave to PlelaJ RI closed there .- 1130 ho..-s. On the 19th, A Trp Sl4)llOl18d the 47111 
Rat, near Plelcu. The Sews fOll'ld ten ldormed people wltna weapons in a vlage nl insert lhe ARP wlh negimve rest.ts. L.-er the Sews fOll'ld one armed person RI 
tile Gll1s lcled hin wt-.. deslraving fOll' hootches. On the 21st. CW2 David C. Lancastw nl W01 J- w. Mnhel d C Trp were kled nl VHPA Merrmer OM Femi 
descrl>es tile sllmJn. 

I was ftfi1g Dave's wing that day RI we were the crit two ships from C Trp asso,ed ID dis nission. The ARYN were wltdawing from Laos. We had been sert 01.t ID 
Sl,.iport an ARYN il'rnored uil that had been anilushed. There was dis horseshoe shaped bend in lhe road poi1ing to lhe SOtih. From low lils III the west RI east side. 
the WA were shooting .- the ARYN. I w.-ched ill RPG or 840 come 0d or lhe trees nl It the 113 wtich blew ;Jst Ike in the movies. A few seconds I.fer, adlBI' It a 
tant RI the tmel flew 141 no the ai'. Tlilgs il'en, PIii wel for lhe ARVN. AbotJ that tine we gel everyone sorted Ott enotqi to slat shooting.- the WJUShers. TIii 
WA were SCJJil'ed awa, nl had poslioned .- least ttwee 51 cas in a rice biillgle to COi/er lhei forces. These 51 cas slat in on us. We stop shooting.- the armustiers 
nl start in oo the 51 cas. We ITlJSI have made some proi,ess because their fre ctopped off abotf the tine rrtf Snake was llff1llY. I told ~e I was Ott d anrno aid 
wned to leave. Dave said he wned lo make one more pass. I told hin I crud not COi/er tis break; Id he said he was PIii ii arr,wa,. He made tis rm nl ~ 
the slip. We wached in horror as he took a U broadside of 51 ca. He caled that they had been It, lost lhe tral rotor nl that Jin was WOlllded. He cormJed on ID lhl 
sot.lh looking for arr, place along the tipta, to land the Cobra They etiii gel too fil' when their ai'speed wert to nottwig nl they wert twmg no the i,011111 We la&er 
talked ID lhe med evac tean that retrieved their bocles. They said they beieved bolh men cled of broken necb caused by their cticken plates RI dis twmg fal I ,e,nerrmer 
beilg rea1y ~ abotf loosing Dave. we had become good friends. na very rnorrq he had shown me a picnl'e or tis wife nl lhe Cil'd she had sert hin - toda, was 
lhei niversayl 

On tile 23rd, A Trp worl<ed an AO near Chee Beo nl fOll'ld a large rice cache. The BkJes were inserted nl destra,ed some d I before bad we.iher forced the Trp from 1he AO. 
On the 241h, A Trp fOll'ld nl destra,ed a COfl1Jil1t rr■u size staging il'ea A Trp was told to leave Plelw on the 251h to rell.m to Phill Flarlg Id cwd not because d bad 
w...r.. Ontlle 261h, one A TrpAH-1G wasdilnaged in a rnortil' .-rack nlwas sertto the 604th TC for atal boom chillge. The remailderorlhe Trp closed.- Phill Ralll • 
1330 hous. Dt.ring 28-31, A Trp worked AOs il'Otnl Song Mao. The Sclltll fOll'ld si!Jls or enemy ac1ivty Id no cortact was made. In liie Mil'ch, lhe exact diie ls tnknaWI\ 
W01 J ... Bernard Low or c Trp was ii a Cobra that took m nl a-ashed whie sqJpOltilg operiDlnS in Laos. VHPA Meiroers Don lvser RI ~e Ferrel prCNided some 
details d dis avert whie aaenci'lg the VHPA Reuion in Alina: 

They reported recelmg fire nl the Cobra rn-., wel have been btmilg before they a-ashed lno a rwer bottom. The hyo-ucs caqt fre RI dis realy tuned an beforl 
he cwd be removed from lhe wrect. Evemialy bolh plots were evaced. Don remenms PIii wlh severa Olher C Trpers to visl Jin In lhe hosplal. Don said tis rd 
nl l4JP8I' boc>J were so ballf btmed M they CCUltli rec()IJliZe hin .- al. Ort, alter Jin stil'ted speaking lid they rec()IJliZe tis voice. They lllderstood he tied abed 
a week or so before dying on Aprl 3rd. The Olher pb, nane lllknown .- dis tine, was wOll'lded Id SllVtied. 

Ap-1 - On tile 1st. A Trp was placed on stnl-by for movemert to Plelru. The order was matt received .- 2230 hous. A Trp closed.- PlelaJ .- noon nl .-1 soo receHed 1 

TAC E Sl,.iport re<p!SI from FSB lonet,' where the US 62nd Arty 13111 was lllder .mack by a VC force. A Trp sert fOll' Cobras nl lhe VC imme<bet, broke cortact. ~ 
the Gin recefled fire, none were It nl they beleved they kled fOll' VC. L.-er lhe Arty ~ a-edled A Trp wlh 20 kls. From lhe 3rd tll'Olql lhe 5ltl, A Trp ~ IIJt 
47th Rei,. 22nd ARVN. On the 4th. A Trp was ilvotted In some llldoctmerted action nl were a-edled wlh 17 kls. On the 7th. A Trp sert two AH-1 Gs on a TAC E to FSB II: 
tu alter ill to.r the rellmed to base as they were lllable to cortad lhe friendtf forces on the i,Oll'ld. On tile 151tl, while working il'Oll'ld Cheo Beo, a LOH ctew fre ~~ 
or fOll' hootches SllTOll'lded by spider holes. Two elepharts RI one OP were also fOll'ld. Al were taken tl1der fre nl destra,ed nl one person was kled. The Bus IIIICJ""'.­
ltis was a COfl1)a1t-size base 13111, so atlery was act,isted nl lhe c~ con-4)1e(et, destrO'fed. On the 16111, A Trp's ARP 111COVered a smal aid Simon. Several fresh foCJIPff'O 
were folowed no a tree lne which the GIIIS fred 141 kling one. On the 17th. A Trp's Sccus reported a l)il'actde wlh harness nelll to a bmel opeling RI a~ u, lllllerftd, 
and a fl!tC hemet were fOll'ld on the i,011111 Two people were obsefVed hiding In lhe bushes wlh a 51 ca wtich It a LOH fOll' tines. The Gtlls upended wlh lrinown redS 
btf ai aistrb was caled In. On lhe 21st. A Trp's G111 saw several people In.-. open il'ea. When aaeqis to ID them proclJced fre, the Goos opened tre wlh lrinoWn ~ 
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, ,_ _. enenrt squad was observed wablg a tral. The GlllS flred; six were kied. two womded and two capued. Upon fLfther ilVesliQml a btllker c001)lex was lllCQYered. 
~ were called In wlh ldnown reslts. The 8kJes and a reaction force were ilselted and fomd 500 l>s of rice which was 11..med over to lhe 451h Reg. On lhe 23rd, A Trp 
,-screeni'IQ .r, ;.-ea 20 mies west of SHOOE Ill when lhe 3rd 8n, 451h ~ 22nd AfrJN made heavy cortact wih .r, WA Reg. A Trp was re(JleSled to l)l'OVide SlC)llOlt. Dlmg 
,. 1fiS51a11, one LOH was engaging a mortar poslion when l was fj l)'f 30 cal AW flre. The observer was hl In !he left i,oi1 bt.C COfUlJed to engage tis target. Anollier rOtlld 
,. ,- •· shiGered and seri strapnel ilside, WIUIOO!l lhe plot In lhe left leo- Boltl plol and observer coruud to Sl4)llOl1 lhe nission for abcu ten nilues before lhey 
_,ned lO lhe PtlJ Nhon rearm poit where they dscovered two more rOtllds had fj lhe observer's chicken ~e. Boltl were evaced to lhe 71 st Evac. Meariwta lhe C&C had 
~ a 51 cal poslion and took one romd h~ a rotor blade. On lhe 261h, A Trp's Sew liscovered approxiMetf 20 people In a base tlrl1I wlh ttte hootches and 
..--?- The Scow recewed flre so lhe Gllls opened~ and kled one. The BkJes were inserted and inmedicdllti came lJlder heavy flre. A reaction force was lnsened to Sl4)l)Olt 
,.Af4'. B<itllDS begartreceMng heavy flre and mortar rOtllds. Whenlhe fire ifled, lhe i,Wldforces fomd a tralnng area. The area wasdeslra,ed ll'f lhe GlllS. The LOHs 
_.,cl In two more tines and lhe GlllS e)(J)eflded wlh lrinown reslts. When lhe Infamy was eidracted, l was fomd M they had sdfered fw- WIA. 

- H011- Fulhe period 20-24 Ari and 3-14 M~. lhe 7117th p.'OVidedconvnand and cortrolforlhe ai' assa.t pol1ions of !tis operationconoocted ll'f lhe Capbl Repmic 
'Kor8I Wamy Division (CRID) and lhe 173rd Abn to lhe northwest and west of PtlJ Ced AFB; specificalf lhe Suol Cau. Soli Tre, and Soli la rm Valf!ts. and Base Area 226. 
t111foloWi10 IDS patq>aed: lhe 61st and 129thAHCs assl!Jledlo lhe 7/17 and Cll/17; lhe 92th and 111227 AHCs and D/7l7 AWC frornlhe 1CMh CAB; lhe 134thAHC, lhe 
1J811 AWC, and lhe 180th ASHC from lhe 268th CAB; lhe A/'l27th AHC and lhe C/2281h ASHC from lhe 52nd CAB; lhe 268th PiiOlfilder Det frorn lhe 268th CAB; and lhe 1 CMh 
~ Del from lhe 1 CMh CAB. lrtelgence inlicaled M elemerts of lhe 3rd WA <MSion were regllt4)ilg and retralnng In or ne. Base Area 226. The terrail was desctl>ed 
• • v-, floor id abOlf 100 meters elevm\ steep motJtails rise to 700 meters on lhe east and 800 meters on lhe western side. Dense vegmlion offered excelelt overhead 
_.... for enemt movemert. Rugged ridges and pmacles, ~ ll'f vegetDlll, offered concealed AA weapons poslions wlh eidremetf good fields al flre. VPl'f 
• adllC1,a8 lls mdsted In lhe area and most were one or two snp lls on lhe SUTIUIOO!I pmacles whle those on lhe v-, floor M coud acconrnodcu fu or fMI stips 
_. 'lfJIY Vlhfable to AA flre from poslions on lhe moutails above. The ~ al lhe operation was for lhe S<p1 to l)l'ovlde ar recon and tactical mobily for lhe Woy 
a,ts prinarit via lhe two orgaric AHCs (lhe 61 st and lhe 129th) and C Trp. The'/ woud recomoler, Pl'81We and ilsert lhe Infamy elemerts ito runerous lls sitdarleoustf 
., SIITCUld and cordon off Base Area 226. Tlis was ~ ll'f i1seftilg lhe ROK IDS to lhe swh and east and lhe 173rd to lhe north and west as blocki1g forces on 
,-20I\ 21st, and 22nd. Then two ROK ~ assa.tedlhe l1lOIRai'l tops andviletfloor toeogagelhe enell'ft. luilglhe period 3 -14 Ma, runerous assa.ts and 8ldJadlons 
were c:tnlJcted for tactical redeploymert al lhe ROK IDS to flJ1her engage lhe enemt Iris. Elemerts from lhe 1CMh, 52nd, and 268th CABs were opconed on a dat, basis. On 
,-2mt ~3), me ~ and one 8n CP were inserted ito Irie lls. On lhe 21th (D-2), 105 ROK and 663 US troops were inserted. On lhe 22th (0-1 ), two ROK COfl1)ilies 
_. inserted ito two more lls. On lhe 23th (D [)a,J), lhe Sqcti and opconed elernerts assem>led id two PZs. The sicks were broken down ito ten mi,u of 1"e • each 
wlh ~ IJRlhips. C Trp l)l'cwided lhe i1lial recon and l)l'ep of lhe l)l'oposed lls. Palhlilders were assi!,led to sick nvts to each ll to assist lhe CH...C7s ni,u to fcjow, 
P0L nl rearmilg pons were oper.monal • both PZs. After a .vtlely l)l'ep, C Trp started a VR aromd lhe l)l'oposed lls • 0930. At. 0945 lhe assu forces were aibome and 
• 1D001hey iu 12 ~.one~ CP, two Bn CPs, and one Arty 8lry no ten lls sirdaneoustf. On lhe 24th (0+1), they again used two PZs andlhe sane schecUe. 
C Trp reconed lhe lls and id 1000 lhe Sqcti inserted rn ~ and three 8n CPs no seven lls slndarleoust/. On 3 M~ (D+ 10), lhey beQar1 lhe eidractlon al lhe ROK 
c.ay ~wlh evt~ and two BnCPs fromnile PZs. On4 May (0+11), lheyeidractedlhe 1st ROK ~consistilgoftenton1)aries, one~CP, twoBnCPs 
aid one Arty 8IJy from ten PZs. On 5 May (D+ 12), they used one PZ to reinsert lhe ROK Cavalry ~ wlh evt cOfl1)alies ito six lls. The lb fll1t received some SA flre 
aid lhe !JR engaged lhe ta-gets. Two Hueys received fjs_ On lhe 6th (D+ 13), they inserted 11 companies, one~ CP, two 8n CPs and one Arty 8IJy from lhe ROK 1st Rl9 
irU 15 lls. On lhe 1 CMh (D+ 17), they begart lhe filal phase ll'f eidractlng eqt COOl)arPt and one Arty 8IJy of lhe ROK 1 SI ~ from rn PZs. Onlhe 12th (D+ 19), lhey 8ldJat18d 
one~ from lhe ROK C.walry ~ from one PZ. On lhe 13th (0+20), they eidracted seven cOfl1)alies and 2 8n CPs from evt PZs. The Yelow fil1t received SA and 
B-40 fie and lhe Guls engaged. One Huey and one UH-1 C were ti. Enemy persomel and btllkers were dscovered and cdlached ll'f lhe GlllS. The dirt's operations dained 
10 KBAs. On lhe 14th (D+ 21), they tolqlleted lhe 8lClraCtion of nile conl)aries and one Bn CP from seven PZs. The ti:ials for lhe me operation were for UH-His: 2696 hotn, 
4099 sorlles, 11,176 passengers usilg 351 ai'craft and for CH- 47s: 252 hw-s, 300 sorties, 1428 passengers, 706 tons usilg 45 ai'craft. The ana,sis section In lhe After 
Adlon Repo,t provides some~ ito !tis operation. Apparerttf lhe CRID was very S8ClJiy conscience becaJSe l provided ortt frai,nertary normcdion In actlarice for plclmg 
PlfPOS8S and defied prepa-ation ai' recons of lhei' AO. The'/ also lid ru tu lhei' G-3 or ~ Crncts In a C&C yet demar1ded sirdarleous Insertions. The lack of ai1>ome 
deciSion makers caused delays In ll seleclion as everyone had to wal for lhe lnformcdion to be ra<ioed back to lhe ROK CPs. Al lhe opconed ai' Ids coud ru taager In lhe 
LP •ea. so they had to I,' In !Nery lllOllWlQ and home every ril1t- Tlis, of cotne, dela'fed lhe ai' assa.ts abOlf one hcu. T8111)oraY refuel and rearm poiU had to be 
establshedfor several dirts Otnide fixlld facilles which taxed lhe Sqcti's S-4 and HHT persomel and added a S8ClJiy problem. Fllalf, lhe CRID warted thei' etemeru 8Xlracted 
tom 118 field and retllned to lhei' base Clrl1). Tlis reqised eidra 'ai' taia" tine M coud ha'ie been enlnaled if they had used some i,Ollld corwoys. The operallon dained 
252 enem, kled, 11 0 idvlooal weapons, 35 crew weapons, and 7 raclos ta1med against 13 KorearlS kled and 60 womded wlh no US losses and no ai'craft losses. 

lllr • luilo lhe flrst week, A Trp's operlDlllS were wealher resllicted. On lhe 111h. A Trp destroyed a smal base tlrl1I west al PtlJ Nhon. On lhe 19th, an A Trp Cobra crashed 
• PtlJ 1110n wh1e hovemg from lhe POL to lhe parmg area. The plol had gone IFR In lhe oost and lhe snp came to rest In .r, iwerted posiion. Neiher plot was i;,ed. Al. 
11115 holn on lhe 2001. W01 Gregory A. Smlh and W01 Robert Bruce <led In the crash of an A Trp LOH west of Dragon MOtltai'I ne. Ci1111 Enari. The ARP was Inserted to 
sean lhe crash sle. The cause of lhe crash was never determined. C Trp moved lhei' operlDlllS base to An Khe for two weeks cimg !tis period. 

D Trp 1/IOlh CAV • Abou !tis tine, CV1/1CMh CAY, lhe ACT for lhe 1/1 CMh Cavalry Squa«on M had been part of lhe 4th Di'i was cdlached to lhe 7 /17th. VHPA Mermer Mb 
LCMIII aplails: 

As lhe 41h Di'i was stardlg down, lhe 1/10 Cav Sqml was sll based cu of Ci1J11 Radciff near An Khe wlh lhe pmwy nission al keepilg a good percertage al Ql 19 
open between lhe coast and PleiaJ. CV1/10 was lhe Sqcti's orgaric ACT and we lved • Radciff as wel. In fact I can remember we had a very rice New Years Eve paty 
,a too long after we ~ lhe bltilgs forrnerti used ll'f lhe 4th Avn Bn. <u Sqcti was part of TF Ivy and then TF 1/9 as lhe Sla1d down tormJed. Aviiml S1Wof1 
became a serious problem ll'f ID 1970 becaJSe we were ru part of lhe 1st Avn Bde. When we needed parts or IPs or ~ MDII relcded, we had to go al lhe Waf 
to Illa Tr.rig and even then l wasn1 good. We sll flew most of ow nissions forlhe 1/10 Cav bt.C they real( coudn1 Sl4)llOl1 us Ile E/704 AMNT used to do. <u conmanders 
made a kt of noise and abOlf J;n'feb 1971 we moved to Ln. WIim a short period we were cdlached to lhe 7/17 Cav and lhe Sl4ll)Ol1 was IIIJCh betler. kiiatf, we had 
no blets or Olher facllies. We shilled some space wlh en /17, QOl an old Koreari buloog and even had some bul for us and lved In t.erts too. Thal part wasni too IJllcd. 
<u ARP was sll cd An Khe and we •~s had two GIils piJs two or three 58s (we cicil1 use OH-6As for Scow after ?) id An Khe as a rJitk reaction force to keep lhe 
road open. Thal arrangeme,twas harltf noonalfor an ACT bt.C I don1 Ito there were art/ noonal lftS left i1 Vietnam• Mline. &en when we were In the 7/171h, we 
sdl flew nissions for lhe 1/1 CMh most of lhe line. Lle Olher ACTs clmg M period, we were 110( alowed to J)t1 u Americarl ARP on lhe grOllld. When we Sl4)l)Olted 
lhe 1/1 IXh, there were American gromd forces ne. id hald. Bit we often seri pn teams ~ and down lhe coast, especial( when when Cll/17 was ~ north cuilg Lam 
Son 719, wlhot.( art/ hope of Infamy back~. 8asicatt we lid a kt of aerial recon wlh lhe Sews just mar1cilg targets as best !hey coud for lhe GI.IIS. We were also 
u:ky cimg those dirts M we cicil1 ha'ie lllart/ bi'ds go down and I can, remember qone geltilg kled cimg lhe flrst tel of 1972. 

VHPA Menw Earl Ewilg remembers these tines as folows: When I joi1ed CV1/101h Cav In Jin!, they had been lvilg id An Son for some line becaJSe thei' operations 
were wel establshed. The'/ were lvilg In wooden btD1Qs bt.C there wasn1 enoui,i room for everyone. Fu lhe fist few weeks I moved from btl1k to btl1k wt. MS 
were on R&R. I had gone to AMOC and Cobra school after 1l!tt school. so I was In lhe Service Platoon and the 5181h TC Det cimg my three morchs wlh D Trp. I recal 
we used to take Cobras we cwcrii fiK to u st.wort al Tuy Hol wtich was a very lil'ge faciily. D Trp lid keep operaliooal teams id An Khe and more than once we had to 
go there to fiK sometmg or to take In parts. I can also remember going to Plelw for lhe ScKTl8 reason btJ fTla'/be M was when I was wlh lhe Sqdn. In Septeimer, I became 
lhe Maitermce Officer for lhe 7/17th. We were •~s very busy becaJSe lhe Sqcti was a colection of al sorts of avicmon Iris and lhe AfrJN had OU- IDS seedier ships 
al over lhe place just Ile trucks. I beieve a kt of people QOl tut and a kt of eqlipmer1 was dcmaged and nisused lJlder !tis 'seedier deploymert" conceii. In eartt '72 
I car, remember over &,'Ing Tuy Hoa on lhe Wa/ to V1.1111 Tau so we coud ha'ie OIi' Cobras modified to swlch lhe tal rotor to lhe Olher side. It was reat,, illJressNe to see 
N Tuy Hoa had 'lllnedtonohlg". By then we were getting most of OIi' parts and some support from Nila TrcKlQ btJ blades andengiles were In short Sl4)1ltf. lfnshed 
~ my !OIi' wlh lhe 129th In March. 

.11111- A Trp spert 15 dirts down c1Je to weather !tis morth. Its nissions inculed several convoy escort nissions from Pleiw to PtlJ Nhon and two SAR operiEOllS In an•• 
to locD a civian Cessna 180 wlich dsappeared between Cheo Reo and Pleiw. On or near lhe 1st, C Trp moved ls operation base to KDr111Tl frorn Ln and wood Sl4)l)Olt 
operi6Jns In !tis area for lhe me rnorth. On or ne. lhe end of lhe mm1h. C Trp retl.med ls opercD>nS base to ln. lui1g !tis mm1h, lhe Sqmi HQ and HHT moved frorn 
C:U NfwJn to An Son. VHPA Menw Enie Smart cormJeS p.'ovi<ing some if4>ortart back11Wld Inform.ml abOlf !tis period: 
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