
HISTORY OF THE S7TH AVIATION COMPANY (AIR M>BTI,E FllED wnm) 

1 JAN'Jl1RY +966 TO .31 DEC~mER 1966 
, 

J 

. f. i .. . 

.,_e •' 
. . .. ~ 

, _. 

,~. 

PREPARED BY -, 

MAJOR . THOMAS a,q,J.NSFORD1 UNIT HISTORIAN 

SP$ RA.1.,PH A SHINR JR, CLERK T"fPISl .1 

,. APPROVED BY: 

-----' 



SECTION I 

CONTiliUED HisrORY OF THE 57rH AVIATION CCMPANI (AlR MBL N) 

Upon arrival in the Republic or Vietl18Jll, the $7th Aviation 
Compaey- and its maintenance support unit, the 138th Tranapotation 
Detachment (Af,.CFT REP) (C:iRra>U) were assi~ed to the 14th Avia.tion . 
Battalion at 'tlha Trang. Orders from this unit set 16 January as our 
operational date and in late Decenaber 196S and early January 1966 all . 
efforts were aimed at this goal • . For the pilots and crews this was a 
ditticult time as tew airplanes -were !l.¥able and living conditions 
that first month left much to be · desired. This not withstanding the 
the company quickly- achieved an operational status on 16 J8Illaey 1966 
and began t~ing an average or 1500/SS hovs a ~nth/dq.· 

The assigned mission ot the S7th Aviation Company was to provide 
airlll't of supplies and personnel as directed by- United States Arrq 
VietnaJU while performing necessar,r r.iaintenance to support this air• 
11ft. To accomplish this, ten (10) CV-2B aircra.t't were made avail­
able daily. These ten Yere further broken down moong using agencies 
in the f'ol!.cd.r,.g r.,a.ma- s 

A. MACV 2 
B. FF VII 4 
c • .. US.ARV · 4 

To recoginizo the above tacts is one thing. To allow them to 
domin;ite your thinking, to the exclusion of the personnel involved., ,· 
is another. For any- accomplishment can be put !orth as .tact. For 
instance, during 1966 the $7th Aviation Compar\Y nev its 1500 hours 
a n,nth as compared to a scheduled program of ll20 hours. , In total-
1~ this one JIii.1st reme:!ber not the tovr hundred odd ~urs that we 
outrlew our schedule but think instead or the crews .md mechanics., 
cooks and clerks that slogged in raiey pre-dmm dm-kness r or mnths 

. at a " time to turn the record out. · If' the crews were willing to tl.y 
a week ·straight without seeing Vung Tau in daylight, taking ott be• · 
fora daylight and lnndipg after dark-the credit must be passed along 
the line to the mess hall, the personnel- clerks who provided a smooth 
well-ted organization. When, as was the · case for almost the entire 
year, twenty- engines cranked, ten planes new, one can1t forget the 
11ags that were timed., the leaks that were fixed in the harsh glare ot 
arc lights at three in the morning • . These people write the history. 
At Lai Khe one day, two pilots brought Grey- Tiger 97 in with no brakes 
and st.:cring after all !~-,,:Z.auli.es were shot out. Speci!'l. thanks! 
Ot course. Bc:t thai.r ~tions reflected credit on a company, a train­
ir~ progi•ar.i, as well as thel?lSelves.· To a large degree each action 
in our 9036.4 total combat hours wn.s a credit to no one in pm:-ticular 
and everyone in general. It we flew that extra mission, volunteered 
that plMe, we'd br~a.lc our schedu1ed program but we'd do it. For of­
ten it was the difference between ammo or no amJID1 food or m food 
and just :is importnnt to -n soldier, ·beer or n:, beer. Mo other com­
Pat\Y' in the Republic can claim the breadth of mission that we enjoyed • 
. From Ca M~u in the souther?l1Tl>st Delta Regions to Dung Hoa on tho D~fZ, 
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troops were exposed to tmd supplied by the .f iuniliar aircraft ot the 
S7th i4viation Company, "The Grey Tiger Linesi•. · 

. . 
To return to the facts we were commanded by Major Weldon c. 

Britton until his promotion to Lieutenant Colonel., at which time · 
he was transferred to the newly formed 222M Aviation Battalio!1, 
Fixed W1ng as Executive Officer. This battalion replaced the .14th 
Aviation Battalion as our parent unit. As .J.ro Yeldon Britton :ie­
parted, Major Maynard A Austin Who had seeyed as Eicecutive Officer 
since before departing, Fort Sill, Oklahoma., became the Comp81'\Y 
eonnander and Car;tain., soon to become Major, Joseph H Erwin lett his 
job as Maintenance Officer to assume the duties of Eltecutive Officer. 
Into the Maintenance Of'ficcr•s PQaition came Captain Richard c. 
Johnson and the company con.tinuod to march. 

In the tall, the S7th Avio.tion Compaq took part 1n a unique 
essimulation progra.'111 Operation "Red<.;Leaf'lt • Earlier 1n the rear 
General Howard K. Johnson., Chief' of Statt of the Ar:q had agreed 
to transfer the CV-2B Aircrnf't from the Anq to Air Force. control 
effective 1 Jam.v.iry 1967. Operation "Red Leaf11 vns the title of 
this joint plan. As Air Force personnel .tilled our- ranks 1n August 
through December1 we had the additional mission of intergrnting and 
training the Air Force personnel so that there would be m interup. 
tion of combat support to supported. units when the United States Air 
Force took control l Jaruar;r 1967. It is a credit again to the org­
anization a.1\1 spirit that by e~l.7 December when mst Arrrr:/' persormel 
bad departed and a ekelton crew under Major 'ftlomas Bransford commnnd­
ing the company, the fJ.r Force was completely qualitied to ce:rry on 

. o".l?' tr~i tion. For us the war was over • 

. . 
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·-J SECTIDN II 

OPEIUTIOMAL HIGHLIGHTS 

In a year as important· u that past it would be a failure not 
----- to ~elude a more detailed look at certain · operations. 

THE QUI NllON1 DA NA?ll lu""ID AN KHE TEMPORARY DUTY 

Thr_!~. times durillg t!ie year., the S7th Aviation Comp81\Y was called 
upon .to provide extended long term temporan- duty support. In e2eh 
case an airplane mid crew was assigned to the base strip ot one of . 
the other Caribou Companies and on a weekly or bi-weekl.1' basis, re­
mained in a detached support role for up to two and one hal:f' months. 

At Qui lhon we were in direct support of the 1st Logistical 
Command and responsive to it. ~-uring the period 6 Jul.1' thru 30 Sep­
tember we hauled fuel., alllllO and troops to Chen Reo, Bong Son, Da. Nmig 
and Dong Ha to name but a few. · 

The crews were housed with the 92nd Aviation Compaey- (CV-2B) at 
Qui Nhon and our rr.aintenance was borrowed in part i'rom _them. 

At kl Khe trom mid June to the .end of September our planes and 
crews had an uniquie :nission. Flying .trom IJ\ Khe to Pleku, twenty 
minutes east-l-rest through the Hong Yong Pass we carried · troops. · 
From An Khe strip to the larger Pleku Air Base we carried troops ;' 
with one day remaining in Vietnam. These were the combat veterans 
fighting with the 1st Cavalry Division. At Pleku we picked up re­
placements who twenty-£ our hours before had botll'ded a C-lhl in S<lll 
Francisco to begin there year at war. Housed at the 1st Cavalry 
Di vision base comp l-18 got our maintenance .. support tr.om the 17th 
Aviation Company ( CV-2B) at IJ\ Khe. 

- At De ~lug twice nircr=if't were in direct support or Specicl Forces 
for one mnth, !elivering construction m:!teriru. for new outlying com­
pounds. J.fter · th:',.s our miss ions continued :is the normtl flying pro­
grc.m. We continued to train Air Force pilots :ind liclce D.11 our miss­
ions till 31 December 1966. 
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INTRODUCTION TO UNIT OPERATIONS 

The 57th Assault Helicopter Company is i n general support of the Il 
Corps Tactical Zone but has been primarily in support of the Kontum 
Province area in the northern sector of the Central Highlo.nds. This 
is near the tri-border area of lt\os, Cambodia. and Vietnam. The 4th 
Infantry Di vision, 5th SP'.,cial Forces Group, 1st Field Forces, MACV, 
and various ARVN units have all been supported by the 57th. These 
units have been served wll but the 57th primry mission has been to 
support the 5th Special Forces Group, Command tllld Control Detachment 
(FOB /12). Formerly, this mission -was on a 60-day rotation basis with 
all the companies in the 52d Battalion pirticipating, but, during parts 
of 1968 and the first of 1969, the 57th had accomplished such a remark.­
able record of successful missions with a minimal loss of aircraft am 
personnel that it was requested and approved that the 57th remain on 
the mission for an extended period of time. 

The following narrative submitted by L'l'C Frederick T. Abt, Commander of 
FOB /12, will give an insight as to the type of obstacles . that were met 
and overcome by the men or the 57th. The men of the Gle..dia tors and Cou­
gars take distinct pride in reooiving this "Job Well Done" recognition. 



UNIT OPERATIONS 

As the beginning of the new yenr the 57th experienced little enemy 
activity around the Kontum area. A distinct change f'rom the same JSr­
iod one year o.go as the 1968 Tet Offensive wn.s getting under wo.y. Tet, 
1968, served as ti steady reminder to wlnt could possibly occur in 1969 
am preparations were well into being completed to meet ::my action in­
i tiatod against the compound. 

Working on the perimeter dofens;;i and building permanent living quarters 
meant long extra hours to be put in after a. day of fiying but the mon 
r84lized the need to get the job completed and were quite enthusi.astic, 
complaining little. 

All this activity failed to keep tho men of the 57th from meeting the 
d:iily missions. It appeared that there would be continued success vi.th 
the FOB /12 mission as it ~.s being performed in tho manner tbat was un­
paro.1.led by 8.IIY previous unit. At the Sa.JOO time the unit ve.s fulfilling 
its responsibilities to the other organizations in the area. 

On the 8th of January the first rocket attack of the year occurred and as 
it turned out it was the only one for the month. Eight rockets impacted 
in the Kontum city limits. The 57th suff' ercd no damage, except for nerves, 
but it was felt by all tha.t the well-earned name of .,.Rocket City" was going 
to be retained for tho year 1969. 

Tcnoione began to subsido sOJOOwhnt ns no incoming rounds were experionced 
tor the remain:ler of tho month but the Tet truce in February was on every­
one's mnd run last minute preparations were being under taken with a sense 
or urgency. ,. 

The first and only serious a.ircra:ft incident for the month of January hap-
pened on the 13th l½ miles south of Kontum. While enroute from Kontum to 
Pleiku 'WOl Joseph Mtl.key had a.n engine fo.iluro but landed successfully 
causing only mi.nor damage to the aircraft • .. 

St1rting the new year in such fine !arm gavo everyone hope tba t this yeo:r 
would not be~ repetition ?f the one just passed. 

The month of February ce.11sed this feeling to bo short lived. Although no 
Tct offensivo W1S initiated, the unit w.a to suffer its furst combat casu­
ality of the year. 

On tho 16th of Februn.ry while trying to insert a Long R:lngo Reconnaasance 
htrol (LRRP) in an LZ one mile northeast of Polei Kl.eng, the arcre.ft, 
piloted by WO'r. Norman Perron and Arthur Papale, received 1-n unknotm nwn­
ber and type of hi ts from enemy ground .fire. WO Perron radioed on climb 
out that tho controls .-ere e~tic. The aircraft then begnn to show spiral 



/ Jruru.."..L"7 a..,cl ·tho neu yoa.r, 1960, broucdlt the 57'1i;1 ..ll-1L its .first diseoter 
and its first bitter ~'.Ste or the uar. A North Vietncnese so.pper ::.,latoon 
slipped into the Glc.du:.tor o~p0tuid on the r.iorni."lG of 10 Je.nuru:y. Execu­
tincr e. uell pl;.:.m1ocl cttaok, the ae.ppezs blitzed the 615th n.:.i11tenc.11ce area 
o.nd ootor pool, plru'lt~ o~.xr,ea in ~elicopters e..-id Li cost of the u.,it1s 
ootor vehicles. At the tine the 615th Trans Det hcd its nic;ht ohift uor!d.ncr 
in tht>.t aree.. In the su:prise a.ttc.ck, the st\pl?ers killed 6 oenbers of the 
u."1it and wounded 17 others. At 0200 the con11ound ,-ros shoakod into stunned 
oonscioUBness by the so11nd of G\Ul tu:e . a.,.-id explodinc den.olition oha.rces .• 
Quickly ra.llyinG, the u.-u.t• s personnel rushed to the ne.L"'l.teno..-ice c.roa \-mere 
the eneoy sappers were quickly rou·iied. Nine l'!V'.f. were killed i....side the 
perioeter and 10 othe....-s ua~e fOt'.lld the next norning outeic.e the ranees. 
Daim. on the tlOJ.'l'UD8 of the 10t1;1. found parts of the tJain°tene.."'l.ce cret-. o. 
BllOlde~in; ruins. The NVA ha.d destroy-ed 7 ships e..'"ld de.r::iccred. several others, 
The unit A.'"'tWlent Shop, .Airf'ra::ie Repe.ir Shop and Electriocl llepab Shop : 
trere 0O"'..r~letely burhed to the r;rounc'j. Tha ooto:r Pool ,-re.a t"..ltlost oon~letely : 
~d. V ehiole d.e.Dage \JD.s nssessed in the vioL,i ty of 3 Dillion doll~s, 
not to oention o. l!lllch more serious toll, the live 0£ our 6 friends who uere · 
killed in defense of their conpc.tr:u-.ts. As a ::-esult or ~e 10 Jcnua,r:r 
attack, en all out ettort to iraprov-e the unit•s perimeter .-.s ~ ;de. Bunkers 
were inproved e....'"ld ndc':etl. Concerti.~". ,ma strun.-; in second rous1 a. t1ine 
field \m.e ·uJ.d on the perimeter, Lioits vere strunc n=ot:..nd the pei:-:imeter. 
The 52nd Dn. •ent ci. security de~lment of 40 troops. The 57th ,•zr,.s 
detercined not to be unpr~ed ~in. 

In recocn,i.tion of those solders th~.t died for their co1mtry, the 57th 
ho.a potitioned the 17th Avir.tion Group to moko 10 Jcxiu:::r., the o.n.."'?lU'.l 
OrGD,1.u.zo.tion ~. The u.-i.it hos nlso decided to nr.::le tb.e cOr.::>ound Cc.np 
Pfeister in honor of the Pfeister tvins, who ·Here oenbers or the 615th r· 

Tr--...ne Co. The twins were ,-rorkinr; L"1 the I!l.."'.i1·r~en.."'.!1ca t-.rre :-.t the title of 
the o.tta.ck. SP4 Robe:..~ Pfeister 'tro.O killed Nld his brother Willie.m wcs 
wunded. It shot1.ld be no·ted tlr-.t they hnd subnitted c. M 1049 flhtn in ordei; 
to OOrie to Vietmn tot!ether, even thouc;h one of then ooulcl hcve rennined in · 
the United St.::,.tes. · 

The IJi.asions nown durinG the nonth of Jc:rru,:;:~y ucre i.:1 su.:r_;ort or 
lforthern II Corps. Flicr}lts in si.:p::_:>ort of tha 24th S::,ecic.l Tc.ctic.l Zone, 
MA.CV, Special Forces Ccnps, -¥°1Vl; II Corps l'.nd the 4th Division in the lk\k-TQ 
are.?. were the norr.c.1 d.\Y'' s oi8E;ion r-.ssi6l)l:!e11ts. k.. t the encl of the 
COl'lth, the 57th bevl,L"l pze~t>.tions for r'.B~'lG the FOB ll Specfu.l Forces 
:;:;.ission f :.:-on the 119th A::C. The 57th ,~s to hc.ve tho IDB :-· issions fo :,: the 
nom.e.1 tour of 60 d::·.ys. The :u.ssio:i consisted of suppor ti..'"1(; 3?90:iAl 
Forces reconr.r.isrmnce tecr.1 ,mioh operr.te c.lone, Vietn..".tl.1 e :-!astern bo~der 
proVidinu intellicence n.s to tho ooveaent or l:'lVA troo1?S tmcl equipnent 
units i.llfiltmtL"'lG the countr.r clone the Ho-Chi-Minh Ttt..i.l. 

J'ollowi:.:1r; the 10 J c.1l\l.--..ry c.ttc.ok, the 57t.11 bec.-cn n lle\l 1>0licy of 
slee:pinc with one eye open. The unit's pei""SO::inel be~1('.ll. 1)Ulli11u 25%, 5<:JJ' 
r-.nd eve11 10<>% ~.le:.:-t dependilu on c. p..--.rtioul.!:-.r ni{:ht1 s i;.~tellir;e:i.loe reports. 



As the oonth of Jcrru.--:i:y- UL'.S cOJ:?inc to c olose, c new devistctina seotion 
of the ,er• a history ur.s cbout to begin. Conine in fron c. lone d..V tlyina 
the FOJ3 ll nieaion on the evenillB of 29 Jr.n.1.v-.ry, severt'.l ot tho UJ.'1.it 1s 
shipo received fire ~ they ~..ne in over Kontun city on .finc..l for the 
Col1-eum, the unit's ciror.:.i"t revotoent r,,~ec:. This u~'.S ~ttributed to the 
&iVN' s oelebr.-.tinG tho c~ivr.l of Tet. Throt?.cllout the n1.~1it of 29 J~:mt.."'XY, 
mr.11 cn,a fire could be he.'14"d iron the oi ty c.s st:::e.."'.08 of bricht red tr.chine 
GUll tire brouc:ht c.11 nwbers of the 57th 1'J,IL out of theil! tents ~.nd to t.'loii:' 
1:nttle s1r.tio.ns. The Couc.~'.XS scrt'J;Jbled 4 a,mships uhile alioks bec..-..oe ~tt-­
borne to proviGe f'u-:.re euJ:,ort. The OODJ?Ouncl o.s ucll l'.S Ko1'l.tun city ,-r.:-.s under 
sie[.;e. The Tet offensive ~"\d boc;un. 1-Jhen the n.."'.in ~N'A ctt..--.ck CC.Jle ~long the 
unit• s e~tern perioeter, the oor."IJ.)--:-.ey 1)01.U."ed M60 tnehil1e CU.""1 ~nd srrn ru?m 

frori. evm:y bunker. N'oiunboring Ct'.v elecents llheeled seve:rol tc.nla: .-.ncl .APC 1 s 
in c-.lo:l{.f the northan ~"'.llk end opened up with r.iurderous beehive rounds. 
0verh8t'.d, the OOU«,"T..rB, clone i:rith the :auc«.neera, Aven.:;ers r.nd Croo @lllShips 
of Pleil..-u tr.do JX'.Ss o.f'ter :;,r.os elona the perinetor spari.l'Jl~ hcils of I!ti.nd ~ 
c.nd 4Cl-ll-! fh'e. After broold.na the c,:on.,d r-.ttr-.ck, they turnee... to the numerous 
oortr:-..r :i,)OSi tions vhich were spotted by bla.zina r.ru.zzle flr.shes. Rolling L"l pn 
these positions ui th 2. 75 %00kcts brouaht gret".t &".. tisfc.ction to Lr.l"(Y ~ 
pilots ~ nuaerous scoonck:.ry explosions resul tad troc ~eot hi ts. as a...~wn 
broko on tho Glr-.di...".tor Compound mid Kontun City, it l'.ppe..--zed t:.-ir.t the ::-.tt.-~.ok 
w:--.s over. This c.ssunption ,,r..a quickly dis:;,,ellec1 ca t1'..i-ou~out -the d..."":J' tho 
oonpound ur-.s subject to nunerous am.par: rounds. In Ko11tu.o tho -::W.ttlo 1,cs 
,,r,,aed f'ron house to house. li. _ p.".;;.'iii..-u police ot the unit's cc.stern perirletor 
c-.coounted for 59 en~ d~.d. It c..".21 e:-.s~ be ~sSUDed th ·.t the C'.ctlml nu;:iber 
of eneey d(X'.d \-r. ..s sonew'hc. t hieher. 

The second ni.Ght of the offe.1Sive, the bl'.ttle shifteG. to the uestern 
ne~bors, Mt CV, ~24, S,ecic-.1 Fo~oes, rutd the 43rd Si~.l Conpound, Tho 
three units occupy c squ...--.r -:s section on tho no~tb- uest sic':e of Kont\.lo ,-
City. They c...;n.e ~--ider sustc:.ined ttO:l:'W.r c.nd c;round :-.'.;t...-..ck on the nic;hts of 
31 J~n~.r,y thru 2 FebJ:.-u.•:•.ry. 1~t one tine the NVJ.. tool: 2 1'u..,kers on D24' s 
:?CXira::r~er. The co~ .. seous (:U.""1Shi:p oreus, c.lOl'lu with aev~.l otl1er ~ttr-..ck 
helioo:;_,ter te.'"'..':!B ~O!.l Pleiku ~.il1 sc.ved the &-~. Tuo Gunsltlps :cemr.L,ed 
in the cir throt'.[;hou.t e..""'.ch nic;ht c.o the Gk.die.tor flnre slrl.ps oirclee 
overhe;-_,d providi~'lG c-.. n erie d..~r li[~ht b:ciehtnees ove~ c..11 of Kcr.1tt1J:1 City. 
The 57th tool, continu....,l o~par fire th.-O¼_';..'l the 4th of' ]'ebrur.l."Y u:1en the oi t<J 
,r.:-.s fL~.lly olo.-~ed nnd the NV.it. withc'._reu. Mir.:-.oulov.sly no ~<mbers o:r the 
-mrl.t \fare killed, thow;h 26 ~.,ere vo~'1.ded; none critic..".11.y. Duxi..~; the 6 ~ 
period of 30 Jc.nu.-.ry to 4 Februr.ry-, the body co"l!..11t L"1 t;u~ IContllll ~en ra:-.ched 
785 !W!. troops de..".d. 

Due to the ~ of'f enaivo in Jr-.m1. ... :ry, the 57th ~-m.s fo:;:ced. to fly ito 
c.i:rcr~·.ft tho n...".Xinl.r.l £'..001.L""lt of tine peysic~lly possible. 1-l"r..!,y hours or 
~ddi tior.::-.1 bL.ae tine we:;:e loG--··ed 0:1 the co:1p.--.::.v' s r.i :::-c~.ft duril~ t110 

e:--.rly p.".'.rl 0£ Febru..--~, .:-.s they :;,rovieed con·a11ucn1s illuni.""\.stioll c..nd 
protoction c:--,ch n:ir:.ht. At the end 0£ t~e 6 e..cy pm:-iod, the c.ircrcft n.s uell 
c-.s the unit• s pe~sonnel ue;;:oe in neec1 of ~est c.nd c. oh.-moo to oonplete so!'.le 
tru.ch needed n.".L--itcir..nce. A.a c. result, the dr..ily ro~uireo~-,.t to~ the ron 
r.ti.ssion of 11 slio.."'cs c.nd 6 :'1.'.l.ns ut-.s out i.11 h"'..lf. Ti10 o::.,~2.tio:1 continued 
on :-. linitcd oc-,sis throu(:l1 the thrid veek 0£ Febru..--.-y trhcn t:1e o~e~:l;ion 
,,en.t b~ok i..7.to full st-Tine. 
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The unit1 s first conb...._t c.vi~tion c~.lity C'.cm1rrea on 19 Fc~~-.:ey, A 
lone R..~e Reco-i.J:r.iss-:-.nce P:--.t-~ol oonsiati:i.r,• or 10 I.lOC:lbers \-r.:',O sur~cn~.ndecl e,i,d 
o:~lled for cxt~c.ctiou. Air Force Tr.o Air boobed r.nd st:rof'od the rzoc. before 
the slicks uent in tor the pick up. Attor the T::-,o .:lir h.."'..d expended, the ' 
first slick VEm.t in nnd axtrccted hclf the teao. Tl1.e second shi:,, piloted . 
by LT lUcru:-..rd Griffith :-.nd l«) John Cooke, f'olloi-:co. r.nd picked. up the 
~ec:u.."lina' 5 menbers. As they stn.rted out of the LZ they ec.ne U.."1d.er intense 
hostile £ire. The ship burst into flr..r:ies c.nd pltu:t·1etec1 to ti.'l.e £;Totmd. A.t 
this time the chase shi:i.1, piloted by l10 John !iorbold, desoe:aded i."'lto the c-.=ec-. 
c-.nd "tlt'.s nble to pie!:: up LT Griffith, ;·~ Cooke, the crew chief end 0~1e raei::iber 
of tho LIL.T>J> tei'n. . · 

The rerr.i.."1.der or the :>~trol mid the GU,.'l'J.;."1er perished in the fi~o. ,-10 
Cooke died tuo d..'\YS le.tar of the burns he br.d suf!m:-ed ~"1 t!1c fire. W 
Herbold ur.s 1..--..ter r.wr...rded the Dist~1.::mshed Fly.inc Cross for his heroist'l. 

The IilOnth of M.....rch s-~u tl1e u."li.t oottpletinG' the FOD oissioa. The 57th 
ho.d c-.ccOlill)lished c-. dmr.ncU.nc job in o. hi.Gh1Y profescion:-.1 rrz10=-:. At the 
and of lt-..rah, the imit ,-lt'.s presented c-. p~ by tho Corn.".!ldel! of ron n in 
reooenition ot the outs~.ndi11ci; pari'ori:r..noe. 

Duri.""lC the mnth or M..".rch the unit encountered two p::roblOClS in n~.ii.--it..~in­
L,g its top notch perforir.nce. The first ,ms ,,ec.ther. Dw:in;:; this period . 
the Mon~"'llt'..rcls burn their fields L--i p:::ep."~.tion for tho r:;i.10uinr; sc..--,son. Ti10 
B!.101.re fron this bu...,u..,c o~OC'.tes n dense snoke which cm sooc ckys ~educes 
Vis~bili t,✓ to only 2 or 3 oil es. 

The second problen enoountored durinl; Mr.rch ~ms tho los3 ot sleoj? due to 
l22tt-i rooket ctt.. ..... cks. The ur.it ,i::-.s hit five tiuos durinc )'jr-.=c!l. Tl~t'-0'1 out 
these ~.tt.."'..Cks, the u..'1:i.t 1 s luck held. ~To ~--.su..".J.itias ..,,,:id only nil1or d..~",68 ,· 

resulted .tron the eneI1tY bor.ibc.rdnent. The he..--..viost c. tt:-.cl~ c :-.uo on 4 M.~oh 
whon 23 rockets uere fixed. The con~10UZ1.d \r..S i.1ot ~ .L-i 011 tho 17th of 
lt-:-.rch uith 14 roc~ots. On t!1e 2oth of li".:i:oh, 3 rockets hit, sliBht'.cy 
dc.rr,crinc one olu:p. ~~-in on the 21 of M:.~ch, ono round hit c. s ::.1.."'.ll r-.ros 
r-.llD.o oonncx, ccisinc se-,r~.l second:-.ry explosions. 0:1 24 ?-!..".X·i;h tlle 57tb 
\fl:'.s hit £or the L."'.St tine th~t uonth \-Tith seven 122nr.1 rockets fnlJ.i~ just 
short of the no~thc::."'l1 pe:.:-i.'.Jeter. 

~fi~'l o.-:•.oh c.ttc.o~= tho IN~. cdju.sted its fire ruid by t:1e e11d of the nonth 
vore pl::-.ci.~1 n hi,-:;h percent:-.ae or hits L--iside tile cor::,:><>,md. Tho -'.".tt.:-.cks 
0\1lr1bu-.ted in r. 22 rocket b:=r.-:-.cc on 5 A11ril vhich .d:-.::.:..-.aee. 10 r.irc~t 
r.nd uounded O person.."lcl. Tho folloui:iD d::.y th.::oe D52 at:i:ilces o:i the hills 
no:.:-thcr.st of the cor:i.~u.nc ?t'-t 0.11 end to the l22rm rockot t .:.~e. ... ts for tho 
ne~1i tuo nonths. 

The nonth of April broll(;ht c coubined Ch......ncre of COD:..1..''.!1C1 :--.nd. Presentr.t.ion 
of ..\l:.-..rcls c~eocqy. ;u th the Kontun Lr,.::y Airfield Iu-.:..'Cl. st:-.11d sei9Vi~ ~ ::-. 
pr-.:i:'r'.c'lc r;rov.nd, the ovent too~_ pl~.ce ,mder 13ri(!l1t sp-.:zi11G skies O&l 3 .ii..pril 
196S. 1-1..--.jo::::- i:!illitllil D. Gess Jr. recoivec1 the synbolio uili.t guic1o on fron 
LTC GeorG(J :m. Durnison. :noth tile 17th l.vk.tio11 Group Coa-,l.C'.:1.lcr, Col Smith 
c.nd the 52d <llD Cocn.".nder, LTC Lehn..--.n, <;-:--ere p:.:eo~"lt ::-.t tho c~enon;y-. 
FOlloui.iic the Ch..~1\;;-e 0£ ca:n ..... "ld C~ooony-, the ,.\f.r MGd..--.1 \-r.:'..S :1resented to 
tr.ey of tho unit's pcrsolll"lcl. 
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DurL,r_; the oo:.1th of .A.:-;;iril, oovorol b:--.tt:i.lion.s fron ·che l 73~d J...irborno 
Division oovod in·i;o :--.. a ~.rec of o~?or·~tion e~st of Ko:;.1tun. :ioodqu=-~te'l.--s 
for this o:Je~'..tio:i r .. s loc;'..toc1 in ~ v:.-.. cr·.nt field 011 t:10 unit's m,s·i;ern 
porinot~. Throughout t!:le nonth ot i..~ril, the unit ou1ro~ted tho 173rd 
in r~dti tion to its norn.-J. II Corps IJU:._>!)Or"'.; r.rl.ssions. 

The lat or lt--..y ac.w the 173rd Airborn oh.":.11rf8 pl:-.. cea wi:'.;h t:'lc 3rd :Scio ot 
tho 4th Dev, who ru-.d been CO:Jloyed north ot Qui•r:!11on. The 3~d Belo set up 
it3 Dc.se Or-.rr.J in Kont\.,n c.nd botr-.n ost...":.blis~1il1ff fir~ b..":.scs ~:-eGt of l')olei 
IQ.ent;, ~lonr; the Or.tibodir.n bora~. Tho 57th ;,:·zticip~tod in 11UDa::.:ous 
cot1bct r .. os:-.ults tl1r0ut?:hout tho r.1011tha of Mr-3" ~ June. ..:.t tin,:o fic!ltinG 
m;;ed .fuo::-eely. Tho unit h .. ":.c one c..ixcrc .. rt shot dol"m ~ 011~ ot!'lers 
uerc hit. DcL"'lff oo~~n.;:-ec} out of LZ' s bcc..··.ne qui to co--~:1on ~-.s t..1'10 Gk.di.-:·.tors 
did their best to provide the [;:round co:co.."'.nd with vit:u d.rt.1obile sup~o...-t. 
Tho .support of tho ;rd Dde v.:,.s ohr.xc-.cterizad for the r.1on~1 of E.--.y by the 
t..-.ctic:-.. 1 OO~{!ency, uhioh scemod to plr.-3t-to tho 3rd Dde1 s la"l.J.1PS. On m.--..ny 
occ.."..sions tho 57th ,r..s a.-:-.llecl on the n.·•.ko nisht c::ctrcctio11s which ,-ro:;:e 
t-.llr.,yo sucoosstully ncco?J11lishcd. Providin;: vtt..lu..--.blo olose fue su9porl, 
tho unit I s Couo:-.rs uo1.'i::od quite closely with uni tar in oont.."..Ot lri. th 
llV..:'... The COUZ".rs "trero ::-.lso cr .. lled U;?On to cone to tllo cid. of ~1lushed 
ror-.d convoys betueen :Pleil.cu encl Ddc To. 

Mc .. y a.--.u the 615th ts Conr:,--:..""1di..."1<-; 0.fficor, t-l.-..jor Niles O. Clerk 1:>r0t1otcd 
to B:-.t~.lio11 M:-.. in"'i;cn:-.nce Officer, ~ Opt !!UQl Snith 1oovcd trow the 57th1s 
Se....-vice Plr·.too:1 Co:u:r.nd to becono tho 615th1 s Oo!.t:,~.ntli..'1-:; Officc:r. 

Tho 01..""'.di.."'..toro lu-.d set c fino s:-.. tety record, not h..-winc; l~.d ru1 c.ocic'e21t 
since c.r:rivinG hi Viot-irc.n. In M:-~ ho::cver, the u."tlt lmd its first ~coid0J.-it. 
Ono of the \L"lit1 s ©Jl1Ships hc.d en en;:;ino fr .. ilurc while ~·il1c oo::1voy oovar. 
ClA:) Doc.n S;:.rl.th did CJ.l ontst.."-"1.dinr. job of :-,utoz:otr.tinc his r-.ixcrr..ft into c 
fiolcl, however the n"..ill bk.de oho:ppod off tho tr-.il 'boot1. Foztu:1r.toly, ,· 
th~e uorc no i:1jt-..rioa. 

In M~ .. y tho unit f'Li .. --.lly recei•rod its m~oh ncrJdeo JJ.1GL"lcc~ su?:,?orJi;. 
::. pL.-..toon of t!1e G15th :!z'!(;i.110.;r B::-.ttr..lion r.i"Tivc<l to oo:1St--uct n,:-.. intcn;-.nce 
h.-'.JJ[;r-~ r-.....,d sonc 1x·.rn."..l10~1t bille·to L, hoi)o of bootL"1G the 3o-.ith ;foot 
nonsoon r~ins. 

June ~;:-ivod :-.~1d 1 ritl1 it, tho lm:--.. thm: be~.n to cli."...l.-,,_,;o for the ,rorso. 
Sc..~t-~oro~ thu.11.dc2.-sho,ters claveloned OVQj.if :-.fton.10011. The dust L-i the 
oon!)Ound tui--ncc1 to ou.d. The c,-~c.ss stc.=teC:: rr.coui.11£; r-. .:1& t:10 oonut:cysitie I s 
du.11 brolm hillo chr-.. ;:i.r•cd i:.rl:o :-.. lush s-=0011. 

Tho ,mit co:itiaucc1 to ou11?0:>:t tho ;:rd nde. Tioucvor, :-;!; tho bcc;~,a 
of the nonth the u..""lit ::rrn~o:.:•;;cd the 101st Lirborno in ch......:r·c ol)c;.,c .. ti.011S r-.. t 
Jr.kpcc .-.nd tho 1st .Ddc of'- t!1e 4th division ~t D-:-..~.: To. 

Dy the nonth of Ju11c uoot of the mrl.t1 s pc:.-son."lel hr-.d bcc11 in Viotn..--.n 
for ei,zl1t nonths mid i.i.:-.. c:I tr-.l::cin tho ~mu c:'Zn.oc'l. z-est mid recupm:-c.tion l~'"'.vc. 
The sites of the lc~.ves ucro m1.11orous ~id c~-:.ch o...".n S'\'To:.:c t!10 plr.co he h:-..d 
ohooen ut .. ::. tl1e o~ to eo for Rc7il. 
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JJUr111.·: 'the 00:1t:1 of July, the 57th uo:z:kod. 1ri th the DCJ'.X):J.O c-.:.1d Davila 
of tho 134th ~C in An-:-K}1e. Insc:.-tion r-.nd oxt::::.ctio:1 of Miko Fo::cces 
north'wcat of t;1e b:--.ao crnp ii., An Khe t-r.:-.s_ the ~ri::1."'.l."Y :.:coJ;onaibili ty or 
tho ooopcr;-.tL-i:; elencnts. Ai.,.-nobili ty G..."1..'\blcc'i tl1e 1:.il::e Fo::..·ccs to t'.iuo­
oessfully h..".x~::.ss the c11cr_zy- uit;1 tho c.quisitiOil of ~.lucblo iatcllic;cnco 
iaforn..."'.tion coni.11{; ::.a ~ :-.c1di tionr.l bonus. 

Dcspi to k-.z..--.rdous lTO:".thcr coae-.i tio:10 e:1oonnte~ccl in t:10 £om of 
low oeillinr::s ruul hi.71 w'i. .. --ido, the 57th lost neither {'. shl.:p nor c. c~cu 
ncmbcr ch.1..ri11(; this period. Tho COI:1:i,)lcti011 of this niasio;.1 ir:-.s n.".:r:kecl by 
ncu fou.."ld ~copcct outuc.i:cy exch.."..ll{~d by :-.11 three r,r-.::tici:_x-.ti.n;; o:c,7.n­
iz.."". tions. 

l.1.dilitim1r-.l .fr-.otora contributLll.--; to tho 57th1 s cnjoyncnt of' tho 
iJtc.y- {',t .An-Khe uero the excellent f=--oili tics of the st~.to-si<io like 
o:coh..".l'l(:;o, elll.istcd c.nd officers olubs 1-Thore juicy ste~.ks vcro c.vc.il~blo, 
plua nicht~ movies. 

1..s Au...,'?\lot <"..rrived the 57th ,.,r, .. s suppo:rti11n the lat TiriG',do, 4th Diviaion, 
br-.oocl r-.·t k.k To. :Oecc.\.1.SO of the wcc.thc:i:" of tho no!1Soon ooosoa, fl;;rillG 
hows wero held to c. r.u.ninu..-:i. Dt'!X'il1.-:; tho oontl1 of .Au~st, ~i.210 1k .. ttle 
of rrn,. 1250, or Fi:i:"ob.."'..&o 19, took pl.r .. ce. To fortify the c.llicd ;?oai·i;ion, 
tho 57th 1r.,s to nirli.f·i; .-. conj?r-.ny onto llill 125G. !..ftc::: 1..--...""lcl.i:'l{; loss thr.n r. 
plc.toon o:.1to ·i;hc hill, i-Tii.:uwe eneny fire 0-..-u.1>tcd fron .io·--.rby l)O:Jitions. 
Tho Couer..::i:s quickly ::.:es:1oncled ltith hi,:;hly c.ccur:-:l:o r-.nd i.11to:wc fi::c c..:i:ou."'ld. 
the f::iondly1 o position. J,. F~·~c ~.i.rcr:--..ft o:--.llcd i:1 jot boobo~s u:-1ich 
dropped ;u~ explosives c.ncl nc.pc.lm on the e.;--icrw :Jositio:;.13. Untc:r the pro­
tective uobroll{', of fire :provic1ed by CO'llt7'.r eu,.,ships, t.li.o Gl:-.d.ic.tor rJeco~1cl 
flic}lt '.;.)L--.·l:0011 l::--.s c.blc to deliver nuoh needed rei~~orca:10:1ts c.nd sup:!.)lics. 

1... dust oiZ "-ircr:-.. ft r .. t·i:ier1p-cocl to cvnou::-.to · wolmdecl !mt u;:-.a dounod by 
oncr:w :£'ire. One of tho seconc! :ll::-..too~1 clicks, piloted by C::-.}_)t~L-1 Edwr-.rd , 
::I Gr-.st, brc..vcd the h::-.zr..rc1s 0£ to::;:-cnti:.l rr-.in, foe, d.~lmoas :-..nd intense 
8!10!:zy' fire to aeccssf\tl.ly c::rt-..:::?.ct the en~i:::-o duotof'f c:-:ci.r r-.ncl. tho ooriously 
l10t1'"1.dod nen of liill 1258. Cc,pt.."'..in G::-.at 1 s cction 'l:r.s :--. :?crf act e::::."'..'JDlo 
of the GL".dL."'.tor Oouc-r..r "Cr.n do 11 r.ttitudc. 

011 27 1:.:u.c,'USt, tho lci',dc;:ship of the 57th ,-r..o ::-.cccptcC: by li:.".jo~ Robo~'.; M. 
llilli.".f.lS C·::.l'l'Y) ~.s U-..jor 1iilli2..t1 Geso Jr (_-JlTY) rctu:::ncC: to the Unitead 
S tc. too. The ch, ... ..ncc of coru:~..;.1d ccroooey, held in Kont.."Sl ,r..::1 ::-.-:::-~o:ndcc' by 
LT Col ~·Jilli~ Stc..nley, .XO, 17th Ooobc .. t l .. vi:--.. tio:1 Gro1..1.p r'..nd Lt Col ·.!illi.:.IJ 
Cli:-.nbcrl.."'..i.;1, the 52nd Conb:-.t · 1~vi:--.tion B:--.t~.;~.lio:1 Conn~..;.1der. 

Sei1".;e;:1bcr fii.7.:'.lly :--.rrivcc1 to tho c1clit.;ht of the 57t:1 "Oldti:ra~s" • 
The pi.lots ['.lld c~m, r.or:!l>o~:s th:·.t h.:."..d cone to Viotl."'Ll :r.i.th tho oo~~-,.ny 
~,m:c fill...".llzr coin.:; hone. .Lt r-.;zyti...":le duri:ic the or:y or ni::.:ht one could 
step out3iclc or his qu..--.rtc~s :::1d :10.-..r the mlrinous r-.. r?.d joyoua shout, 
"SlDi:lT" the 57-ti.'1 rc[.,Tottod tho loss of thoso non; they h ..... d cstr .. bliohcd 
c.nd aproc .. d the rcputc-.tion of ti.10 57th JJ,JL over '.;ho ant~o II C orpo .'.'.XOG. 

::-.a boil1;r;-, 11Tl10 Boot of tho JJ03·i;". Sopter.1ber u:-..rkad c.not:1c:;: 1nilcstonc1 

nnd left tho r0rJ..'?.ini.J.1rr non uith tho t..-..sl~ of n.."..int.."..ilili\':, if :aot nu5Pcnti!'l.l; 
the Gl~di.~to~ roput~tion. 

Dv..rinc tho lest ~,eek of Sc:;;rtcr:1bcr the 57th bc~1 tho JroB II r.ti.a3ion. 
The FOB II 11.issio,:1 is the i:,,sartion m1d o:::-t~2.ction of Lone :..lc.i1GO 
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Rcoonir.i.ssCJ10c P::.trola by October the Gl.."'.cti;--,toro ~.nd CoUt...~.rs h.c.d conplctcly 
tc.!::011 ova= the FOB II nission fror.1 tho Ghost Ric.c;:o r.11d .ivcn_r:c:i:a of tho 
1C9th .:...rr,c, Aircrr.f·c:; ~cqttl~coonts fo:: t.'lc no:1th of October inolt!d.cd 0 
slie!ca :--..Tld 4 (:I..U1Ships fo~ tho :ron II nisr__;ion uith tho ;:cn.."..inC::..o:r of tho 
57th' s Hucyo ~.lloc.~.tcc1 to :1iacellono01.,s nionion • 

..'..lthoueh tho 001100011 oo.-..son 1~.s nor.-..rly over, it1 s dyi;.1c ~oos forced 
the GJ.r-.di....,tors c..nd Cour~.rds to :-.bo=t ocvcr::-~l mar::io~w. Th.~inc t;1c f:L.,._-'..l 
uocks of October, the 57th' o Airer~ oor..r1it·cr1011t fo-;;: tho ron II r.tlosion 
lr.".s lie}ltnod ::-.o ('. direct result of support rc.;oiv..:::l fron tho j6lst ~1cd 
Helicopter Daoort Ooopr..!W • Tho Pink Pn.nthctJ:□ of "che }Clot cl:'.ily provic1cd 
r.. p;.ir of loth....._,1 cobr..'. G'l,l1Whi1,o to ::-.id tho GJ.:~.dir~tor - Cot"l.'.r.'..:: tc.:-n, ~.11,; 
tho 57th I s conni t~cmt ,.r.:-.o out to 4 sli~s crid 2 U!I--10 c·mw:1i1,a. 

The end or Uovor.f.>c:i: N.."'.rkcd tho 0001:>lotion of the clorr-~1c'd::1.r: FO:B II 
nissio:t. Tho nen of the 57th hr-,d ~r..-.il1 displcyod. their ou.ts-c.'.'.:1tlina 

Profcn3ion.--.lisc but ho.d pc.id c oootly toll. T-i.-10 r-.ucr~~tt, 167 n.Tld 449 
-.rare lost to enerzy- fire, lthile c-.irc:1.'C',f't 173 was returnec1 to the United 
St..""'.tes for vitc.l repP.ir. Althouch four oeu uere ,rou..""ldcd c""i.uri:1...:: thio 
~10 0011th period onl;r one wco injured :i orioua~ cnounn to require 
hospit~liz. ... tion in the United st..~teo. 

- lTove:.tber o.loo ac.w n..~ i:Jproveo!itto nm1a in t.'le physiool D..~ce-up 
of tho oon,ound. Wooden, oooi-pertr.nent billeto wm:e oo:;.'13truotcd to 
repln.oe the tonta -which ho.d houoed tho p~sonnel of the 57th. Also, 
security -wr-.o inprovcd ns (;'U£l.rd towero were erected i.11 key pooitio:ns on ,· 
the per.iaotc:-..: :1Jld o. oountar mtru: r.:-.cl.."..r unit from the 2nd Dri.w.c~e, 4th 
Division lr..3 pk.cod in the !000 bunker. 

Deccnbcrt s rti.s:Jion included support of the 1st Bri.Gc,c:le or the 4th 
Diviaion~ ,-:>.t Drt.k To. Spooio.1 Fo~oe3 24th Speci.nl Tccticc.l Zo:i.e, MA!J'l 
r..nd nunerous other oiocollcu1eous uni ts. 

Thia i'in--.1 nonth of 1960 w.s sone wha.t leos th.."'.n enjoynble. Tl1e el'UD!Vc 
Viet--Oo~, ofte::: c. two nonth 9'espite, hit the Con::_)Ouncl vith oortc.ra o.nd 
rockets. Attc.oka uere J.r-,unohed on tho 14th, 21st, c.nd 22nd. .!is r, ncsult of 
these bonbl..".lld.1Je:nte, c. portion of the ofi"icox• a billets 1-r'.'..o destroyed, tho 
runt-lr'.y wna slioit4' &:-.t10.crod ~ Lt. Don:ud nioh!-.rds we::; ~roundod so oevcaly 
thc.t ho roquirod avr.ouc.tion to tho st~tos. 

Dier.oter C'.(;r.in atruok on 30 Doc o.s c Oouro,.n ~lShip ar{'.!Jhed in the 
rcvotnent a.roe-~• ll'ortunc..tly, no ono vas i.11jurec1, but tho r·.ircrr-.rt uns dos­
troyocl n.nd ru1 outatcndinr; o-:-.foty record of 2}1 {'.Cciclent £rec ck.yo ,mo ah:t.tto-
ned. In rotronpect, evfn7 nan ~a oeouro in the tho~;·h thc.t ho hr.d contri-
buted. . 

To n oom_pa,1-..y'a C\cconplishoont th ...... t stoocl sooond. to none. M'"'..JV h.~z.-u!dou.s 
td.aaions h.'\d boon conplotod, r.-. first plnoe nunbor of hours in tho b.~tt."..lion 
~or tho pc.at yo.--:r hnd boon i"lo,m, tmd rm esprit de oorp of the hi.c;heet 
oc,liber hc.d developed. 



INTRODUCTION TO UNIT OPERATIONS 

The 57th Aase.ult Helicopter Company is in gonoral. support of the II 
Corps Tactical Zone but bas boen primarily in support of the Kontum 
Province area in the northern sector or the Central Highlends. This 
is near the tri-border area of laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. The 4th 
Infantry Division, 5th Sp~cicll Forces Group, 1st Field Forces, MACV, 
and various ARVN uni ts have all been supported by the 57th. Those 
units have been served well but the 57th primary mission has been to 
support the 5th Special Forces Group, Command o.nd Control Detachment 
(FOB 12). Formerly, this mission vas on o. 60-da.y rotation basis with 
all tbe companies in the 52d Battalion participating, but, during parts 
of 1968 and the first or 1969, the 57th hod accomplished such a remrk­
able record of successful missions with a minimal loss of aircrat't and 
personnel that it vas requested and approved that the 57th remin on 
the mission tor an extended period of time. 

The following narrative submitted by LTC Frederick T. Abt, Commander of 
FOB 112, will give an insight es to the type or obstacles . that were Jll€•t 
and overcome by the men or the 57th. The men of the Gl.e.dietors and Cou­
gars take distinct pride in roooiving this "Job Well Done" recognition. 



UNIT OPERATIONS 

As the beginning of the new ;yenr the 57th experiencod little enemy 
act1Vity around the Kontum area. A distinct change from the some pr­
ied one year ago as the 1968 Tet Offensive wn.s getting under way. Tet, 
1968, served o.s tl steady reminder to what could possibly occur in 1969 
am preparations were well into being completed. to meet o.n;y o.ction in­
it.1.ated against the compound. 

Working on the perimeter dotense and building permanent living quarters 
metmt long extra. hours to be put in after o. day of flying but the mon 
reol.ized the need to get the job completed and were quite enthusiastic, 
eoq,la1n1ng little • 

.All this activity failed to keep the men of the 57th from meeting the 
dnily missions. It appeared that there would be contiuu.ed success with 
the FOB 112 mission as it vns being per.formed in the manner that vns un­
paralled by any previous unit. At the soma time the unit wes t'ulfilling 
its responsibilities to the other organizations in the area. 

On the 8th of Je.nuery the first rocket atta.ck of the year occurred and as 
it turned out it was the only one for the month. Eight rockets 1.Jnpacted 
in the Kontum city limits. The 57th suffered no damage, except for nerves, 
but it was felt by all toot tho well-earned naJOO or "Rocket City" was going 
to be retained for tho year 1969. 

Tendons began to subside somvhn.t o.s no incoming rounds were experienced 
for the remaimer of tho month but the Tet truce in February was on every­
one's Dind tmd last minute preparations were being under taken with a sense 
or urgency. 

The first am only serious aircraft incident for the month of Jo.nua17 hap­
pened on the 13th l½ miles south of Kontum. While enroute from Kontum to 
Pleiku VOl Jo~cph )lilkc,.--y had an engine f'o.iluro but landed successfully 
causing only minor dnmage to the aircraft • .. 

S'b.rting the new year in such fino tarJ:1 gavo everyone hop& tho. t this year 
would not be a. repetition 9t the one just pasaod. 

The month of February ceuaed this feeling to be short lived. Although no 
Tot ot.rensivo ~s initiated, the unit was to suffer its furst combat casu­
ality of the year. 

On the 16th of Febr\.ulry while trying to insert a Long R:lngo Reconm1ssance 
htrol (LR.RP) in an LZ one. mile northeast of Polei Kleng, the a:rcraf't, 
piloted by WO' ::: Norman Perron and Arthur Papale, received tin unknown num­
ber and type of hi ts fran enem;y ground fire. WO Perron radioed on climb 
out that tho controls were errn.tic. The aircraft then bcgo.n to show spiral 



descent, it cmshed and burst into fla.mcs upon impo.ct. All f'our ot the 
cre\lllembers were killed as -were the 4 LRRP u~cJn ~11:bcrs nboard. The Glad­
iators are a tight knit group and the loss of nny of them has en effect 
on the entire unit but the losing of llv0s is expected and .soon the com­
pany wns back to normal vith a mission to accomplish. 

On the 23rd, 24th 4lld 25th a total of 40 0110~ rockets were fired into 
the Kontum areo. but fortUDAtely the compt:'..ny1s luck held aJXl there was 
only- minor damtlge. 

February also JD3rked tho moving out of some or the tonta as tho first bil­
lets were completed. This wns something to rejoice about which isn't 
often done while in Vietnam. 

Along with the month of lii-..rch came hot woa ther and hazardous fiying con­
di ticms. The entire area had limited visibility as ell the farmers were 
burning their fields causing a. haze that would not dissipi ta. It also 
Dl4rked the completion of the living billits and stowing away of the tents 
that had been home tor such a long period of time. 

The 57th ws still living up to its reputation in fiying the FOB /12 mis­
sion in a remarkable manner. It wouldn't be much longer before 1t·was 
till18 for the mission to be rotated to another unit but there was specu­
lation that the 57th would have the mission for another 60 days. 

16 Mnrcb the 57th suffered an unusual accident. WO's Mlrk Towne and 
Konr:oth 0 1Keef13 landed their aircraft at Firebue 29, one the pass­
engers jumped oft a!ld stepped on a mine. The blast carried shrapnel 
through the aircraft causing extensive damage. WO Towne and crevchief 
SP4 John White suffered wounds that demanded immodiate evacuation. 

On the 25th tho 57th lost another aircraft. The type of weapon that did 
the damage is one teared by all aviators but seen by few. lLT Gene Carp­
enter and WO Fredrick Brown were flying at 2000 feot AGL and 80 knots ' 
vhen the o.ircratt was hit by 37mm anti-aircraft fire. · · The engine sus­
tained major shrapnol damage causing an engine failure. The o.ircraft 
was autorotated into tho most accessable area. It descended 50 feet 
through trees and, after ground impact, caught fire and w.s totally des­
troyed. All the cre\Dllembers made it so.roly out of' the crash and were 
immediately picked up by another 57th aircraft. 

April found the Gladis.tors busy at work improving their new living quar­
ters. Rocket boxes by the hundreds were utili tied to build walls and 
ceilings for individual rooms. Paint, pictures, state flags and wer 
souveniers were used to make the rooms unique. After the rooms wer~ 
completed a joint effort was put forth on many projects to mskc living 
quarters and fn.cilities better. Tho three main projects to be completed 
prior to tho monsoons wora showers, sidewo.lks and clubs. 



April was extremely rough on the Gladiators .:is three aircraft were lost. 
Although the three aircraft woro totally destroyed, it is fortunate, how­
ever, that only one fatality w.s. incurred. 

The first loss occurred on the 1st wen an aircrnft was trying to climb 
out ot a bot LZ aid sustained .50 cal hits ca.using tho engine to tail. The 
pilot entered autoratation but the t 0rrain did not permit a successi'u.l 
termination and the aircraft crashed am burned. 

The AC, WO ThOmD.s Hestand, received a broken arm and the crewchie.f SP4 
Alvin T. Gay died instantly from a .50 cal wound. The pilot and gunner 
were fortunate onough to escape without injury. 

Three days later, on tho /+th another aircraft was lost am, although in­
juries wore sustained by ill crowmembers, there was no loss of lite. While 
on short final to an LZ, WO Daniel Medince heard explosions am noticed 
mortars were impacting in the LZ. When be puled pitch in attempt to go 
around he suffered a loss of power which resulted in a era.sh. 

Undaunted by these losses, the Gladiators continued in their mission of 
supporting the FOB #2 missions. As rate would have it, the cycle contin­
ued and ) da.ys lo.ter, on the 7th, still another crash occured. The o.ir­
cratt was a total loss wt this time there were no serious injuries. While 
on final to an LZ the aircraft received .50 cal hits in the engine com­
partment causing a fire. WO Paul Brannon accomplished a sate landing in 
hia crippled aircraft am the crew evacuated before the aircraft vas con­
sumd by fire. 

As the saying goes the third time was the oho.rm and the 57th lost no more 
aircraft during the month or April. 

The winds wore shifting e.nd the scattered showers brought signals or the 
oncoming monsoon season. 

The month or M!ly came on strong. Mly 11th, Mother's Day-, a day to be re­
membered by the Gladiators. The compound began to take incoming rounds 
at 0200 hours consisting or B-401s, 122mm rockets and mortars. A sapper 
am ground attack advanced under the barrage. Thanks to the alertness and 
bravery of the Cougar gunship crews who ron to their gunships immediately, 
the ground attack was repulsed. · The following morning 13 dead enemy sold­
iers were found in the concertina wire tmd in foxholes dug the pi-evioue 
night. The rockets am mortars bad done their damage though-approximatel7 
6 million dollars worth. Six aircraft were totally destroyed, four heav­
ily damaged, our large maintenance rumger with all its equipment destroyed. 
Although various other buildings were hit, no one was killed aJld only 
three people were wounded. 

The seige or Ben Hot also began in the month of Mo.y. The resupply mid 
medical ovncuation was the primry mission for the 57th, due to tho re­
quirement of 10B #2, but the . Gla.dia.tors did JDQke numorous trips into 
Ben Bet o.nd hcll)E:)d play n Vital role in the defeat oft.he enemy. 



The uea around Ben Het played h~.voc with the Gb.dia.tor' s aircratt. as 
three were badl,Y damaged. On 6 May, WO John Donato received numero1,1s 
amall arms hits which knocked out instr\Dllents and caused the loas of ey­
draulics. WO Donato m11.de a successful running landing, and no one was 
wourried. On 21 May another aircraft was heavi]T damaged r.ut made it 
s&tel¥' back to a secure airfield. Again no one w;:is wounded. On 23 
Hay a Gladiator s'-ip was in the process of lifting off an LZ when B-40 
rockets hit close to the right side causing dsmage to the aircraft, and 
'NOUMing t.10 Delos Ditch, crewchiet PFC Daniel Moon, and the doorgunner 
SP4 James Booth. Thanks to the excellent flJring ability or WO William. 
O'Dell the aircraft cleared the LZ and got to medical facilities for the 
wounded. 

With June came the full force ot t 1,e monsoons and the low flying time. 
Bet Het was still •1.nder seige but, with aviation continual]¥ resuppl.yi.ng 
and providing fire support, it looked as if it could hold out for an in­
definite period or time. 

Firebase 6, approximatel¥' 10 kilometers to the southeast of Bet ·Het, was 
the scene of an unusual ~ose of another aircraft. W Thomas Hollendor­
fer had just brought his aircraft to a hover for a pinnacle take-oft 
when a

0
7'irmt recoiless rifle round hit below the tail boom. The tail rotor 

and 90 gear box became separated fran the aircrart and i~ began spin­
ning to the right. Another RR round hit below the tail boan and a hov­
ering ~utoratation was successfully executed. It was remarkable that 
l«> Hollendorfer had been able to keep the spinning ship over the pad. 
It he hadn't, it would have been a sheer drop for sane 200 feet. Hone 
of the crewmeabers were wounded but they were veey shaken. 

It was in June that the 57th was given the word that it wuld be moved 
out or Knotum to Camp Hollowa.v in Plieku. The Gladiators began earn­
est training of the pilots fran the 189th AHC, who were to take over the 
FOB 112 mission, and making arrangements to move. The team at FOB was 
making every effort to retain the 57th. ' Maj. James T. Kearns, then the 
camnanding officer of the 57th, put it to the .men making if they wanted 
to continue the mission and, with everyone's support, he asked that the 
57th remain on FOB 112 for an indefinite period of time. It became es­
tablished th,1t the Gl.Adiators would not move. 

July was a. quiet month mainly' because of the monsoons. There were macy 
days when the aircra.fL were unable to l.Aunch and others where only a 
.few hours fl.vi.Ilg were possible. 

It was on one o.f these days that tho company was to lose a ship and its 
crew. Four slicks had depart<:d for a mission am, arter aecanplishing 
the mission, headed back for Kontum.. While enroute the ceiling lollered 
to 300 feet in rain. Three of the ships made it back safely but the fou­
rth, piloted by l«l Eric Bargquist and 1LT James Can-, went IFR am had 
initiated a surveillance radar approach to the field, On a three mile 
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final to runway 28, contact was lost on radar. 

An inaediate search was begun and, before the weather forced the search 
to a halt, wreckage was round bur~ approximately 100 meters below the 
top ot a ridgeline. The two pilots, along with crewchiet, SP4 'l'hanas 
Hinaon, and doorgunner PFC Terry Dees, died in the crash. 

In August things began to pick up hut the monsoons were still affecting 
the missions. Two more aircraft were shot up but managed to get to a 
secure airfield. An engine failure claimed another ship. 

On 17 August, PFC Bates sustained fatal wounds and SP5 Darmy Beistley 
was hit in the right thigh and left wrist. Over 30 holes wre found in 
the aircraft. 

The following day WO Alan Morris bad engine failure while making. an app­
roach to an LZ with no suitable forces landing area. WO Morris brought 
the aircraft down in an up..right postion and the crew was immediate~ 
evacuated. 

In September the weather began to break with rain occurring only in the 
late a:f't.ernoon. P09 112 missions 111ere put into high gear. Putting a lot 
of aircraft b::iclc into the Air on this llliesion meant that the expected 
would aoon happen And on the 27th it did, 

1 t:r Raymond Dell and l«> DA.vid RhOdes were in the process of pulling a 
string extraction of a LRRP team. Four team members wre tied off on 
100 feet of rope waiting to be pulled clear of 70 feet of tall trees. 
Hovering straight up so not to pull the team through the trees, the air­
craf'ti · had to hover at least 170 teet above the ground and 100 teet above 
the trees to give the men below on the strings a chance tor survival. 
The aircratt.·then tell straight down into the trees and, atter impact, 
it exploded and burned. The doorgunner, PFC John Huntly, was killed but 
the rfllainder of the crew received on]Jr minor cuts and bruises. The 
crew tran another 57th aircratt landed and were quickly on the scene. 
Aft.er doing what they could for the members or the downed aircr~t they 
began to follow the ropes that were still ·attached to the wreckage. 
Three or tour IRRP team members were alive. LT Dell received the 
Silver Star tor his quick reaction and saving as many lives as possible. 
tile rest of the crew received the Distinguished Flying Cross, including 
those who assisted in +,he rescue. · 

October arrivP.d and found the Gladiators still on the FOB #2 mission. 
On 25 October the 57th made a gallant, but vain, et fort to extract a 
IaRP team that was surrounded and had suffered 100,C VIA or KIA. It 
was late evening when the slicks arr ived. The first aircraft made its 
approach to the PZ but was unable to land because of the intense grown­
fire and darkness. The same ship tried a second approach but received 
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a number ot hits that lett the aircraft almost uncontrollable and it had 
to make a running landing at a secure airfield. A second ship tried to go 
in but it too was shot out. Between the two aircratt, over 50 hits were · 
counted. Captain Mike Walters who fiew the first ship received the Sil­
ver Star tor his efforts, his crew and the cre,.,,,,mbers or the second ship 
all recieved Distinguished n71ng Crosses. The tollow1ng day the team vu 
extracted from a different location without further incident. 

On 28 October, the S7th auatained the loss of a Cougar gunship. Aircraft 
Conwnder W01 John Whittington and hie pilot, WO Ter17 Morris, were ver-r 
badly bu.med but managed to get cleai• ot the .. atrcratt. Mr. Whittington 
later died aa a reSQ].t ot bis burns. 

In the early morning hours ot 6 llovember the 57th compound w.s awakened 
b7 t.he all to familiar sound ot a 110rtar attack. ApproxiJDately 20 to 25 
incoming mortar rounda wre received in a 1S minute period. During the 
attack t.he Cougar gunships were launched agdnst a sapper unit which ws 
att.emptiq to breach the eastern perillleter ot the 57th compound. The 
ftried it.ls ot enemy equipnent were captured following the attack. 

On 9 Rcmnaber 1969, Cougar Gun Platoon Leader Captain Willie Lawaon pro­
vided another example ot the tiae fiyinh ability which bas become a trade­
urk ot t.he 57th. While in support ot 5th src Mlke Forces at Bu Prang, 
Captain lavson•s gunship received approx:lJiately 15 hits in hia tail boom 
vhich severed his tail rotor driveabatt.. Reaaini1'lg clam, Captain Lawson 
tlev the stricken gunship, minus anti-torque system to Bu Krak airstrip, 
and made a succesaful running landing, without t"urther damage to the ship. 

12 November 1969 marked a day which will be long remembered bf the memberas 
ot this unit. The 1st Platoon "White Plight•, vbile standing bJ' at FOB /12 
alternate launch site at Dak Pek, was JDOrtared resulting in the death or 
one crew llelllber, SP4 Freddie Haynes and the wounding of eight others. All 
four aircraft received severe damage and aircroft 11714 \188 completely des­
troyed. The 57th, already understrength, was now forced to carry on it.a 
miaaiona with only a fraction ot ita authori•ed crow member strength. 

Ce 15 Noveaber 1969, shortly after noon a CH-34 VNAF "Kingbee" was ahot­
dO\ID northwest of Dak Pek. The four •slicks• from the second flight or 
the 57th were launched from Dale Pek to search tor the downed aircraft. 
Arter searching tor approximately one and a halt hours, the downed •King­
bee• we.a discovered seemingly intact on a hilltop. WO_Levia Olaon vo­
lunteered to go down and attempt to rescue the dewned VNAF crew. On his 
first attelllpt at landing, WO Olson's ship was repulsed by heavy ground 
fire. .After suppressive tire was placed on the area by the cobru gunships, 
W Olson again attempted to land near the downed craft. In spite of a 
continuing bail or smnll arms and B-4O rocket fire, he and his crew re­
mained in the LZ: mtil. it bad: been determined that the downed VNAF crew 
had been either captured or killed. 
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.AfU;r the eventtu.11 first halt ot November the 57th was due o lull· ,in 
ucitement and thanktully spent the remainder or the month in rela-

·tift cala. 

Tbe month ot December 1969 was .a busy month tor the 57th ABC as t.be 
cCIIJ)aD1 diatinguisbed 1tselt in many operations against hostile ror­
cea. The 57th was aleo saddened. by the loss ot Sf!Y8ral outstanding 
crev -bera. 

The ti.rat. accident occured on 6 December 1969 when aircraft 699, com­
Jl&nded by Captain Charle$ Ferrell, and pilot, 11.f Phillip Shrock, with 
the crev chief SPS M1randa and gunner PFC Ronald Durfii.Jlger crashed, 
killing the crew and given paasengera aboard. It ia believed that 
the aircrs.tt vaa hit by ..U anaa tire, resulting in loss of powr 
at a low altitude aboft thick Jungle CSDOPJ'. 

Then on 20 December, aircraft 540, comnanded by Captain Gerald lnier­
iem lost ita tail rotor in a landing aone and craabecl. fbo entire · 
crew eacaped with OJU.1' minor ~uri••• 

Tvo days later a 57th •Cougar" guzuship, OOJPJDanded by Warrant otticor 
John Hunsicker am pilot.eel by Chief Warrant Officer Don Burris, with 
the crewabier SPS 1'1Jtothy Barger and gunner SP4 James Kennedy, was hit 
by hostile fire reaulting in the loss ot ita tail rotor. WO Hunsicker 
controlled the aircraft as ·Long u poaaible but after a short period 
or time, the aircraft no longer responded to the controls and had to 
be cruh landed. Speciallst, lenned7, the gunner was lost before the air­
craft hit, but the remaining c~ra sustained moderate to light. 
inJuriea. They were rescued by Warrant Otticers • Malcolm Petereon am 
Carter Higginbotham, on ropes, but Chief Warrant Otticer Burris lost 
conacienceneas and tell out ot hia extraction rig. WO Burris and 
Specialiat Kennedy were great loaaea to the company. 

After celebrating Christmas the 57th was again ready to at.art a new 
,ear or unprecendented service to the U.S. Arm, in ' the Repibllc o£ 
Vietnam. 
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The present ~e ~P-w.- ,eet&Walied--:=-, -Vui·. ,7.tb in earlf September 
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·i;;. a~ral. ·otlier•':.at. incl'liMnt- the 1st. .Air- Ca.ftbT Division. 

Since JIJfflJM'7 1968, the . 57th· :baa . supported maiit· unite ia ·11ie __ II 

Corps area including '.~ 4th Di!fctry-. ·DJ:ria!Oa, 5ih Special Farces Qroap 

.and· variou•·ARVN Uni.ta in operationi··T~ trm medical ow.ouatiob to 
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-~i,atrols tmei -~ouii other m:lso~ operations. 
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14 Doc - 1845- Rocl:r.; to (8) 

21 Doc - 230n-· l.:oi·t e.r·s (10) 

22 Dec - 0001- :-:art,n·s (lo) 

22 Doc - 184~:- hoc!cots (23) 

TC'rAIB FCTt. 1968 

Zapper - l 

Ground ntteck - l, durntion 14 7 hours 110 minutos 

!!ortm-s - ovor 110 rounds 

Rockets - OVOl' lo2 rockets 

B-40 - OVC'J.' 8 rouoos 

$7th incomin{; slog:::n: "Into coch litti a little rain l!lUSt f E'.11. 

bt1s okl'.y uith roo, but these rockets and mn·te.rs ar,:; a bitch." 
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TI!-ES CJi' Iit~L F011 THE 57th Avn. Co. (A>~) 1968 · 

10 Jan - 0150 - Ol'otmd Attc:ck, zap1-<:irs 

30 Jan - 0220 $ \ CIV 0600 - 01.,ound Att.r,ck, rockets, mort~rs 

16 Fob • 2400 - }.fol•'OOI' be.rr2gc (40-50) 

26 Fob - 0915 • ~1ockc!ts (7) 

4 MDr - 010, - Rockots { 24) 

17 Har - 2300 - Rockots (19) 

20 !faJ.• - 2.345 • Rockets (l) 

21 Mnr - 0.300 - i!.ockots (4) 

24 '.im- .. 1010 - Itockcts (6) 

s Avr - 2210 • Rockets (23) 

13 Apr - 1230 - ~ockots (2) , Ie!~ - 1230 - Rockets (8) 

6 i-tly • 0645 - Rockets (2) 

15 :~y .. 0130 - Roc!wts (15) 

l Jun .. 0S)0 - ~wclccts (8) 

4 Jun - 0,00 - Roc!::ots (ll) 

23 /.ue - Q201 .. Rockets (3} - i!ortro.·s {.30) • :B 40 Hounds (8) 

23 Sep - 1135 - t ockots (12) · 

15 Sep - 0020 - I~ockots and }~or-tors (30-40) 

24 Sep .. 2345- :aoc1mts (8) 

14 Doc - lo45 - Rockots (8) 



AIRCRAff DAMAGED OH FOBi 

Tote.Uy l>eetroyed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• s 
Major Danage--Returned to CONUS tor Repdr •••• 5 

Major DaJDage-iepaired in Country ••••••••••••• 14 

Minor Damage-Rape,1rod in Company ••••••••••••• 17 

TOTALS 41 

5'1l'B CASUALTIES FOR FOB: 

Killed bJ Hostile Action •••••••••••••••••••••• ) 

H1aaing as a Result ot Hostile Action ••••••••• 2 

Wounded as a Result ot Hostile Action ••••••••• 23 

Contirmd Captured b7 Enemy lorcea •••••••••••• o 

TOTAL CASUALTIES 


