

















URIT ACTIVITIES AND OPFRATIONS

Jamirry and tho new year, 196C, brousht the 57l AML its first dissster
and its first bitter tuste of the war, A North Viotnenese sapper nlatoon
slipped into the Glndiztor cormpound on the morning of 10 Jenwary. Execu~
ting e well planned ctteck, the seppers blitzed the 615th pointencice area
and notor pool, planting ohorges in helicopters and in rost of the wnit's
notor vehicles, At the tine the S15th Trans Det hcd its nizht shift working
in thet srea, In the suprise atteck, the scppers killed 6 members of the
unit and wounded 17 others. At 0200 the compound was shooked into stunned
consciousness by the sound of gun fire and explodin~ denolition charges.
Quickly rallying, the unit!'s personnel rushed to the meiwtennncs crea vhere
the eneny sappers were quickly routed. Nine Wi were killed inside the
perineter and 10 others were found the next nmorning outsice the fences.
Davn on the morning of the 10th. found parts of the meintenence crez o
snoldering ruins. The NVA hed destroyed 7 ships end demcged eeveral others,
The unit Armenent Shop, Airfrane Repair Shop and Blectricel Repaix Shop :
vere cormletely burhed to the ground. The motor Pool wes clmost corpletely:
peralwed. Vehicle dennge vwos essessed in the vicinity of 3 million dollors,
not to mention o rmch more serious toll, the live of our 6 friends who were
killed in defense of their compotricts. As a result of the 10 Jonuaxy
attack, cn all out effort to improve the unitts perimeter wrs nude. 3Bunkers
were improved ond adcded., OConcertine wns strung in secoad rows, & nine
field wes lrid on the perimeter, Lichts were strun; around the perimeter.
The 52nd Dn. Sent ¢ security detachnent of 40 troops. The 5Tth wes
deternined not to he unprepcred arpia.

In recognition of those solders thot died for their country, the 57th
hag potitioned the 17th ivintion Group to make 10 Jonuesry the cnmcl
Orpanization Day. The unit has also decided to ncne the compound Conp
Pfeister in honor of the Pfeister tirins, who were nembers of the 615th
Trons Co. The twins were workins in the maintencnce cren ot the time of
the attack. SP4 Robert Pfeister wros killed and his brother Williom wos
wounded. It should be noted th~t they hod subnitied o Di 1049 fwa: in order
to cone to Vietnam together, even though one of then could hrve remnined in’
the United Stntes.

The nissions flown during the month of Jamu: .oy vere in sudsort of
Northern II Corps. Fligshts in svpport of the 24th Ssecicl Tucticl Zone,
MACV, Special Forces Ccmps, ARVIT II Corpe oné the 4th Division in the Dek-To
arec vere the normal day's niscion cssigments. 4t the end of the
nonth, the 57th beran preperations for assuniing the FOB II Specizl Forces
mission fon the 11Sth AT, The 57th was to hove the FOB rissions fox the
norinl tour of 60 doys. The mission consisted of supporting drecinl
Forces recomrisscuce tecn vhich opernte clong Vietnon's Vestern border
providing intellicence as to the novenent of ¥V4 troops ond equipnent
units infiltrating the country along; the Ho-Chi-inh Treoil,

Followiiy; the 10 Jomu~ry attcck, the 57th bermn o new policy of
sleeping with one eye opens The unit's persoanel besrn pulling 25%, S0%
ond even 100 clert dependins on o partioular nishtts intellisence reports.
















Reconncissance Patrola by Octobor the Gladintors cnd Cougnrs hed completely

~an ovor the FOB II nission fronm the Ghost Riders ~nd Avenroxs of the
109th A.H,C4 Adrernfi roquizenents for the month of October included
slicks ond 4 guaships for the FOB II nission vith the rercindoer of the
57th!s Hueys clloc~iel to niscellencous niosion.

Llthoush the monsoon seoson s nenrly over, itfs dyin: timroos forced
the Glodintors cnd Coursrxds to abort severcl mignions, During tae finnd
vecks of October, the 57th's Aircraft ocormitiment for the FOD II nission
wre lightned ns o direet result of support recelved fron the 361st Lxmod
Helicoptor Dscors Oormwnnys Tho Pink Ponthaws of the 3€lst dnily provided
~ prir of lothel cobre rmuships to oid the Gl-dirtor -~ Couznir tecn, cnc
the 57th's connitnent 1ms out to 4 slicks ond 2 UH-1C ngsirips,.

The and of Hovenbvor Marked the gommletion of the dommadins: FOI IT
nissione The nen of the 57+4h hed orcin dlaployed their outsicading

Professionslisp bub hed peid o costly toll, Two civeroft, 167 and 449
veré lost to enery fire, vhile circraft 173 wns returned to the United
Stotes for vitcl repeir, Althourh four men were wounded curinz this
to nonth period only one weo injured soriously enough to require
hogpitzlizotion in the United Staten.

- Hovember also sow nnny inprovengato nede in the physicol ntke-up
of tho conpound, Wooden, seni-permrnent billets were coastructed to
replnce the tents vhich hzod housed the persomnel of the 57th. .Alsoy
security wns inproved =8 ruard towers were ercocted in key positions on E
the perimotc: ~nd o comnter motor rodor unit from the 2nd Bripgnde, 4th
Division wos ploced in the TOC bunker.

Deocanbor's nission included support of the lat Brigcde of the 4th
Division, ot Dok To. Specincl Forces 24th Specinl Tocticol Zone, MACY
end munerous other niscelloneous wits.

This fin-1 nonth of 1950 was sone what lesa thon enjoymble. The elwsive
Viet-Congy after ¢ two nonth mespite, hit the Convound with mortors and
rockcts, Abttoocks vere lounched on the 14th, 2Lst, cnd 22nd. 48 o nesult of
these borblondnents, o portion of the officerte billets wng destroyed, the
rummny wos slichtly domozed and Lt. Donnld Richards wos srounded 80 seveRly
th~t he required ovooustion to the states.

Disroter crrin struck on 30 Doc as o Cowmn gunship orcshed in the
revetnent arens Fortunctly, no ono was injured, but the cireraft wns des-
troyed end on outstonding s~foty rec 3 of 231 o« °lent free dcys wos shatte-

gﬁd. In rotrospect, every nman wes seoure in the thoush thot he hrd contri-
ted,

To o oompany's accorplishnent thot stood sccond to none. ¥ony hnzardous
nissions had boan conploted, ~ first ploce munber of hours in the battnlion
for the post yoor had boon flowm, and an caprit de corp of thc highest
ocliber hod developed.
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UNIT OPERATIONS

As the beginning of the new year the 57th experiencod little en.
activity around the Kontum area. A distinct change from the same pere
iod one year ago as the 1968 Tet Offensive was getting urder way. Tet,
1968, served as a steady reminder to what could possibly occur in 1969
and preperations were well into being completcd to mect any action in-
itiated against the compound.

Working on the porimetor defenses und building poermanent living quarters
meant long cxtra hours to be put in after a day of flying but the mon
realized the need to get the job completed and were quite enthusiastie,
complaining little,

All this activity failed to keep the men of the 57th from meeting the
daily missions. It appeared that there would be continued success with
the FOB #2 mission as it wns being performed in the manner that was un-
paralled by any previous unit. At the same time the unit wes fulfilling
its responsibilities to the other organigations in the area.

On the 8th of Januery the first rocket attack of the year occurred and as
it turned out it was the only one for the month. Eight rockets impacted
in the Kontum city limits. The 57th suffered no damage, except for ncrves,
but it was felt by all that the well-earned name of "Rocket City" was going
to be retained for the year 1969.

Tensions began to subside somewhat as no incoming rounds were experionced
for the remainder of tho month but the Tet truce in February was on every-
one's nind and last minute preparations were being under taken with a sense
of urgency.

The first and only serious aircraft incident for the month of January hape

pened on the 13th 1§ miles south of Kontum. While enroute from Kontum to
Pleiku WOl Joscph Mulkey had an enginc failure but landed succeasfully
causing only minor damage to the aircraft. .

Starting the new year in such finc form gave cveryone hope that this year
would not be a recpetition of the one just pasacd.

The month of February ccused this feeling to be short lived. Although no
Tet offensive was initiated, the unit was to suffer its furst combat casu-
ality of the year.

On tho 1l6th of February while trying to insert a Long Range Reconnassance
Patrol (ILRRP) in an 12 one mile northeast of Polei Kleng, the akcraft,
piloted by WO's Norman Perron and Arthur Papals, received an unknown num-
ber and type of hits from enemy ground fire, WO Perron radioed on climb
out that the controls were erratic. The aireraft then began to show spiral










The area around Ben Het played havoc with the Cladiator's aircraft as
three were badly damaged. On 6 May, WO John Donato received mmerous
small arms hits which knocked out instruments and caused the loss of hy-
draulics. WO Donato made a successful running landing, and no one was
wounded. On 21 May another aircraft was heavily damaged hrut made it
safely back to a secure airfield. Again no one w»s wounded. On 23

May a Gladiator s“ip was in the process of lifting off an L2 when B-40
rockets hit close to the right side causing damage to the aircraft amd
wounding WO Delos Ditch, crewchief PFC Daniel Moon, and the doorgunner
SP) James Booth. Thanks to the excellent flying ability of WO William
0'Dell the aircraft cleared the 1Z and got to medical facilities for the
wounded,

With June came the full force of the monsoons and the low flying time,
Bet Het was still "nder seige but, with aviation continually resupplying
and providing fire support, it looked as if it could hold out for an in-
definite period of time,

Firebase 6, approximately 10 kilometers to the southeast of Bet Het, was
the scene of an unusual ‘ose of another aircraft. WO Thomas Hollendor-
fer had just brought his aircraft to a hover for a pinnacle take-off

when a°75mm recoiless rifle round hit below the tail boom. The tail rotor
and 90" gear box became separated from the aircraft and it began spin-
ning to the right. Another RR round hit below the tail boom and a hov-
ering autoratation was successfully executed. It was remarkable that

WO Hollendorfer had been able to keep the spinning ship over the pad.

If he hadn't, it would have been a sheer drop for some 200 feet, None

of the crewmembers were wounded but they were very shaken.

It was in June that the 57th was given the word that it would be moved
out of Knotum to Camp Holloway in Plieku. The Gladiators began earn-
est training of the pilots fram the 189th AHC, who were to take over the
FOB #2 mission, and making arrangements to move. The team at FOB was
making every effort to retain the 57th. Ma). James T, Kearns, then the
cammanding officer of the 57th, put it to the men making if they wanted
to contime the mission and, with everyone's support, he asked that the
57th remain on FOB #2 for an indefinite period of time., It became es-
tablished th:t the Gladiators would not move.

July was a quiet month mainly because of the monsoons, There were many
days when the aircrz2ft were unable to launch and others where only a
few hours flying were possible,

It was on one of these days that the company was to lose a ship and its
crew, Four slicks had departed for a mission and, after accamplishing
the mission, headed back for Kontum. While enroute the ceiling lokered
to 300 feet in rain, Three of the ships made it back safely but the fou-
rth, piloted by WO Eric Bargquist and 1LT James Carr, went IFR and had
initiated a surveillance radar approach to the field, On a three mile

























