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l• PURPOSia To 1.ntom. tM .Chier ol ~ Ad:daor,- ·Group ot the result.a obtained b7 the 
20th Tank Regbai~ (~) ag&1.ut en-. Aimor cmnn; t.h• current otta:ud.w. 

2e DISCUSSIONa 

a. Repor\ ot aott~U• ot tbe 20th Tank RegS.amt, 1a at Tab A. 

I>. Report ot Gbllll7 taot.i.oa and t.Nining us at, Tah .a. 
o. Intoa&ti.Ql praTJ.d~ 11 based upon data obtained f'rou apot report.a and a tw 

debri~nga and after aot1ao rvporta !rm adn.sorw and ARVU oldcers who veN preset 
during tank-to-tank cngagaen'11. 

). RSC~DATIONa !'bat. thtt Cbie!' or A.my Ach1eo17 OrQJ.J> uote 'l'.t> A am a. Thiw doa­
Ul:Ullt ie of b1etol'ioal. intueet. 
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JOHN M. r"INli ll 
MAJ• AnDr ' - C 
Acting Stnior Ad.Y.taor " 
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ACTIVITIES O? ffl!i 20TH TAIi D:IDlEtlT (1148AJ) 

l. ( C) IntxoduotionJ 1b9 puiod. at .t,h1a report 1• troa 3l Ka.roll - 28 Apl'il. 
Thea• dat&I arv s.:l.ootc bG0411J,1• th• tomer is vban the 20t.h Tank Regilac\ was 4e­
olared •ca.bat B.ead;y-•, &rut the latter ia when 4aill' raporta ceased md tbl gsiaral 
enairclemant of Qu.acg Tri *b&r\ed• The ta.oUcal a1 tuat.i.on bu not pe11111 tted exten­
si ve debrla.t'ing • Spot report.a are gmerated throllgb RW.lF ohannela and uau&ll;r 
inolud• ml7 the number ot . eoany t&nke destro,-ed or damapd with a general. locatian. 
Thie report 1a cmtoreci around three known engageents between C6V' t.aDke and ~ 
M48Ala ot tbft 2:>tll Tank. T'bG dqa between t.ti.t inoluder.l ea.gagaenia but. to w:iich 
th81'9 1• no aubstct.1.at.ed data will be 10 indloatod. 

a; (C) ~ Ma.robt At 1$00 houns a critique el th$ J.ff •• GODduct.4111 by the hDoit . 
Comaaoc:1 control gmip ( toatera) ·and the unit. vu deoluied 110clabat RNd;r8 ( the AT'? 
Md been oa1claoted with.in the guidal.inu ot ATT 17-35). It wu noted that the 20th 
Amor suttered h'CII equiµnct ahortageCJ, anJ.y- 2 ~ S M88.s ( the Jd, M88 wu issued 

' during the A'.M' an .30 Harch), and ecpipmcnt ceadl1n•J 10 K48AJs, 7 MSh88 and l M88 
vere Wt at- the base lhaatLcn. It waa alao noted that cmJ¥ 80% of. the uw.~ u­
aigned ponormal.· part.1.oips.W 1n tbe AT'l. Tb• iujor vuk po1nta wre oonaid•:-ed 
t.o be t <llll"1ng oporat.i.cns II Min tcanoe a:id the uni\' ■ 'baai c POL re9upi>4r proceciur&e • 
In these &t"N8 the ·unit ha, ~ads notoabla progre.se but i!np~t was neaded.., 'l'ho 
unit'" ecmmumd"r, L~ I;y,, end hia at.art were oQUpl:iawted. on thair aggNBai l"m=tSSa 
nmbillt~r. knowlotlg ,, and prompt, reaction to ON&l'9e The overall tact104 or t.he 
20th An1or ware oonsider.t exo6ll.lant.. · ., 

~ . . . 

-/ ). (O} l lpr:Ua At 1300 h0\11'11 the 20th Amor vu deplo,-ed under the oontrol Qf 
the )d Infant ry Di 'd.aian, to th• area botwoon Dong Ha and Ca Lo. , Tha:1.r IJtie:don 
was to olee.r and oco.upy the high ground eouth o£ QI, 9 &.Di b:) keep tho road opm 
by clioru.pting 000::.iy torcoo in th8ir eootor. 'fhQ ~ t .road-l!lU'Ched nol"th trom Qu.ang 
Tri on '-L l a......:i le.tb til~ ro&i aouth of QL 9 YWv.lng waat aorosi, o<rtll'ltly. Their 
first c.ontaet ld. th ene;a;y .t'orceo oocurred at app~t.e:cy, 1630 hruru when tho unit 
ourpct11Gd an .wt>wih · tJ1&t was waiting tor the on QI, 9. 1rca POWs tattan during this 
eotJ.on, it "-aB lecimed that an entire YVA am.or regiment,., rlthwt their organi~ 
tankB and aqui;:RC>..nt., ha.a hem orderod into the arGa. 1¥1.th tho int.mt.ion of capturing 
and ~ng AliW~ t,Jn.ke mld APCa. P..aporta ind1caud that this enemt1 U..7li t waa tho 
202nd. Anlor Regilr.entJ raliabillcy- of the source is not .knam. After this aot.ion 
the unit oooupioo 1 to uaigned sector and nporadioal.ly e~aged ama1l ene111' g~ 
elments through tho night~ 

4• ( C) 2 April• At .. approximately 0900 houro the · unit was oroered to move w aad 
occupy Done Ha .and WM to bo prep~ to move north 40~ tho Qu.a Viet RiT~ ! .mt 
meet the oooo;y ho-ld-cxi in the vioini ty of !1reb&so C-1. Duri,n.z 1 ts move to Dc,ng 
lla, w11ioh w,is diffi cult duo t.o the c cugestJ.on and so,.1t.r-Murd flow or re!'ugaos .ooi 
militaxy unit.'if ., the ,Ot.'1 Armor identti'iod and ffilgaged a-itJmy tank!l, ?T•'/6 D ( c..t, :·:;>-,• 
prorlmately ;'.oQJ net,ar ·.a), en the nort h side ol. the rl v.:Jr moru~ s t",ut.~ or. ,,;u. l i-,) ... 

walu .lJ t ho Dong l:D. b x·1dte• The unit1a mi ssion w.rw QJ.tcred ced LTC Ly• Cc;r;"1e:.1::i ;2; 
Officer, aruJ ordcNd to stop the enQ.y f r,;xi1 or,lScd.ng tho ri vur. LTO 1',y Gent _:,;1::, 

,. 
,: 



troop(~ compaoy) 1."lto Dong Ha to de.tend t.he bridge., ma troop reaained on the 
ri ftl' b~Jc v•t or Daig m,, a:n th• third troop vc:,· sent. w oowr the southeast.e.m 
tlaDk or the oity,-. ~an th• designated troop reached the bridge, mt)!;\T tanka wei-. 
eeen on the north aide and Vtll"9 engaged at a ~ge oC ~ • S00 L1etens. L'i'C ~ 
vas ol'dGred to blow the bl'1dge ( 1045 hou:ns), but the best the UJJ.it oould do vaa 
to t1re D&in f?\lll roundo {90ma HE) at the super atl"UC~., vhioh vu damAt:ed G'Jd 
rendeNd jmpeanblc., to whioul.al- trattio ~• Lnt.er that dq tho job vaa oomplate:J, 
but uact det&i la ( 11o-ho., har, and vberl) a.rs ,mJcnow.1:i. At appraxiJrlate]J llOO hOUl"G, 
LTC ~ was g1 'Wn. c<mll~d ot all loroee ill tM Dong Ha area ( this includad ths 57U1 
Intct.Jy Rsg1Junt, vhic.h had d~d .tl"CIII ?.lrtb&ae C..J. that momine and bad takm 
UP. a bl.ocld.n(t poeiticn utride QL l, 5,000 Jlletore sou.th ot Dong Ha) and was .t\.lr..her 
ordem to hold th8 oi ~ at. all co.to. Prior t.o 1200 boura, the 20th. Amor had 
deotroy-Qd Jl4ni, &nmy PT•76a and tirO T-5431 raperts ir.,:jj.cata that m.i:AT had been 
used on the PT-760 1n the Rd t811'.l£1nt or nrat co:c.tact. Field reports 1nd1ca~ tAat 
at 1600 hoor., two T-S4.1 were Ellg~«l At a rsog& er 3200 lllllJterB and d.ntro,yeci vi.th 
tbroo romde. During the late af'ternoon, the lat !mored Brigade, ooD!IADCled by 
COL Lu&t.1 waa pl.nooo u.ndor the operational cont.rol or the )cl Infant.ry Divi31on and 
g1 V«l oo~d ot- ill uni tA between ~ang Tri and Dem& Ha, t.hi.a included the 20tih 
Armor, the llth A.o.aroo CD.ftlr,' iwgi.:unt1 2 t~ ot tho 17th Aa,orad Gaval~ 
Ragilll.mt,, the 57tJi I ntcntr:, Rag:iJulnt, the 2d In.ran~ H.e~t. (-), and th• 56t..~ 
Int i:21 Wj ( ... ). Thi, :~0th A.111lC)r1 • rti&Bion Va.3 not chl41}8ed and it oontinued to hold 
Dong Ha but relooatod 1 ts po:ut1ana to around the outaldrto or the tcwn. sane--~ 
during tha nieht of 2 April.• oneey tanks orossod the Qua Vi~ RS.'1"er 1n the nc:i.nit-7 
or Ca Lo. The clets:Ur, ot 1dd.mi.ah&a durin6 t.hnt night. &l"8 not known, bv.t t.'11.-.J't, 
..,.,.. raporta or scme t.a.'lk--to-tallk eng8.,lemcitlJ takinc place. 

5 • ( C) 3 April.: Th& onfy report. ol tho dlzy" 1 s l!~ti vi ties comes trolll the hand­
wr.l. t,t,en re;;ei-t ot the :iGvlsor to tho ]/20th, a GPT ~, ~flu.ch statw.J •• •• At J.SOO 
4 tank:, o! ti1~ unit on.t;agad, by HS fire, ) cnem;r t&lks ( v\ll"bal inter1'0gation reYaaJ,. 
ai th819e to bo T•>4s) in tha Tlclnicy ot 224615 (nor+ ... )i of the Cua Via!. River, l.500 
JAOtera norttr.-/oot. of Dong Ha) iii th mi t:r.1.'.n o:m mnber or ini'c:n try• No ena;v tanks 
wor.i dentroyod and the result.a on { tho) enemy int:mtry \-."'Eire not lO'lown. A.rtill.a:) r',1 
was prooeased ( fired) in the ue& tor aho,.1t, 45 L'\inut:'ls, again with urJcnown results. • 

Q {C) 4 Aprllt ~~h~ only npot ~port ot this day B'tatoo tha.t OD'l M48A3 waa hit 
with a B-41 rooket in U\e right fuol tank. The tuol did not igni-te, and the cr&r 
oontJ.nued to ~ Jhi. th$ vehiolo.. 

7. (0) s ,\pr.U.s S'µr.>t r-.;lpOr''-3 ot,?.t{> that Gix T-5!lll 118-1'0 de-stroyoo.. Amlno \>LOO. 
waa tf~.\T-'l·, but t,ho r.mzoo aro unknown. ?.10 aae .repor•t stated ti:;\.t wo I,i46A_'jS 
w-el'O dallag\Xl.J cr.,e hit u ;,ri.na and foe othsr ~-,aa hit OD the gunshielll._ holing t h~ 
E:untubo. to·::.h i-upor-tod ~ ~air..4blo. 

\O's ( C) 6 April& Spot, r<-1por~ ~. t ,1ta t liat throe h48A)[. ware daru.a.,:;~~:~ ( but l'\;lpa.ir­
nble) J. on-~ W.:l.9 !li t i n V!e real' by a reco~. ll0sa rifle ( reportoo. an 75I!l.a), tuo wore 
hit, by 11- i..,.18 oau:li ~ ~~ 1:dnor d <1_:ug e • 
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G: (C) 7 Apdl.1 Spot NpOMB state that one M1,BA,3 was hit by- a B-41 in the rear, 
daaag1.ng the tranendasi en, 

- 10, (C) 8 Aprils lfo NpOrt. 
I 
I / 

U. (C) 9 Aprill OnJi an ad'\liaor1e hand-written repo~ co-vera the first reported 
tank-to-tank battle in uhioh T•548 -&ixi M48AJs openly angaged each other. The ent:,­
ror 9 April 1a as .foll01f5 (88ft Map l)t In responae to a waming by the p1atoai-i 
1n position ..t l98592, CP1 Xunc mOV9d with part of the re&8l""le cmter platoon. to 
2005901 starting at o600 and getting in posi ti.en at QSlO, .t'1"0lll wh,are he join~ the 
first pl..o.tooo in eng~ing sev~ anaizy- T-54 t&lks along QL 9 i'raa 183587 to 19l&539, 
am three T•54a along Rt. $59 tr<n 185565 to 191664. The platoai in posit.ion com­
::nenood firl~ be.tore CPT Xmg and I got in posi ti.on, and b;y t.he ti.me the seoond 
platoon opened .tire,. the T•S4e had buttoned up and did. nOt obaerva the eeocnd pl.at­
om collling into a.at.ten • .. 

Since the bridge at l9h59l had bew blolln aeveral dqe previousl,T, it ~pe.41"9 
that the enemy &):'m.)r mGant to tum orr QL 9 mto Rt. 559 at 186588 and lldseed the 
tum in the dark. Their aoticos vere con.rused, vi th three of the isovan turning 
orr the roarl int.o rico pad.di.ea, where they- hogged tj.ovn~ and all of them reuiming 
no' moro than a dozari rounds amen& them. All Bevan ol thG tanke oo QI, 9 . were des• 
tro,-ed, one ot the three on Rt. 559 was hit, the ot.l'ler two moving to terrain-uiasked 
pod tioru1" Those on QL 9 were stationary or moving in line with the dirooti.on ~£ 
£ire; thooe on Rt. 559, inoludi.D,g the one hit, v~re moving at a good rate acros~ 
the diraat1on or fire. 

All tho t.ankft o.f the lat Trp were in good pooi tiong1 being on higher ground 
than their tar-~-u, md having 11,~ leaot hull da1'1lade. Gunner,r was f'air to goc<l, 
over a ra1.1ge of 600 to 1800 m9tore at the tanks on QL 9 and an average rang~ of 
2800 met.ere at the moving tanks on Rt. · 5$9. 

Hawver, they did not, for tha mo3t p:1.rt, back mlf!;l bahind cover when it be­
oaae neces.sar.r to trav-~r3e t,ha turret ar.d get ammo from the racks lrJ tha driver's 
aido.· I saw four vvh.i clee ( inoluding CPT Xung 1 s) which failed in this respsct, 
and only ona t,hs. t did Lack out. 

~ One MliB suatu.1.MJ tl,ro hi t.:l on the tnrret from a •r-5~ but vi thout major dam­
age. Tho 'l'-54 may have bean firing H~ aruoo, but, thia is juot. a gu~ss. The hit 
M48 continued to tire i..t the an~iv, and ilia T•..; was the ~ oasualty, race:ivir.g 
n tow :nuor c,; t ,;:-i on the head (ht:J wat:J not evacuated). 

l'- The r:in~;~.-nent w.u» ov;;:r by 07001 however, follc;.;-in;; c. apecial. resupp'.cy er 
HIUT Md SHOT al;Jl1~0, CPT Xl.UlZ iu,d 2 other t.'.l!lk3 mcpOl.¥3.oo abo>..1 t 40 ronr.ds of Ju.' 
wnmo. in 11clrnckin~ si~1to" and "reduc.i.q; tho ooeqy vahicleo tD sc!--sp". D:::uJpi to t:-i~ 
faot that ini'.-i.:1t:i:y had a:rpron·~ed u fc 1- a.c the first l=::tooiy tti.nk1 L!P? 1.un[; t-r.,a not 
r<3Qapt.i vo to the n~~ges t.i.m of aaving t.,ink anuo and h..<l.ving tha ili;'~ntr., ck:~troy 
the tan.:Cs with explosi ve cha~i es . This w:u,tage of ammo was repeated on the next 
d.zy af."tcr another 1-e:mpply of H.Y.T •Y :3HCJI' ammo. · 
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(µ. { C) 10 iprilt Mo reports indicatlng any tank-to-tank engaganents. One 
M48A3 waa hit with a 75mm recoilleu rifl.e and bumed, thia was the tir.t M48~.) 
to beoane a •callbat loaa11 • Anot.h•r M48.A.3 v..s dam.a.:ed by a B-41 that penetrated 
th• right side or the turret,. aod d•aged the range find.or. 

lJ, ( C) 11..J.) A.prlll No reporta. 
! 

~ (C) l4 Aprlli Fi.old ~rt.e indioate that two M48A3o were hit bt Wire guided 
~;eilos end oQmp].oteJ.;r deatroyed, Thia had a d.eaoralilling et.feat on the tankers 
or tho 20th leg1.raentJ thev became more oaretul in -their aotiCll.ll md troop c<lnmiUlden 
at&rt.ed. _pn,pan.ng f1 ghting posi ti one tor ths t.nks • 

15, { 0) lS-22 Aprill Reports tor thie period indicate no tank-to-tank engageasta. 
ill the aot1on Wat\ againlJt SlMV infant.ry w1 th the 20th and the ARVN MAr.1nes world.n1 
together. 1'ro Mh&\Ja were reported dai1u1ged by B-Ja,.e. 
,,..---, 
16, (0) 2) ~rils Report.a give no dstail.B but 1tate that, aeVIID T-S4a were des­
troyed and me M48A3 dmaged · in a taik-to-t.&1k battle &/ o~ Doo.c Ha. 

17. ( C) 24 April, Reports g1 ve no detaile bu\ etate th.at three ·,-s4a were d..,. 
troyed py the M48AJa. 

1.8, (C) 25 AprU, No reports. 

l.9, ( C) 26 .lpr.U.a DtJbriel'ing o! C.PT Dlue, CO 2nd Troq,/20th Tank, ga'fll the details 
or the onl¥ reported tank-to-t.ank ~gagement or t.h1s date {){ap 2). 

1000 hret All trlon.dly poei ti<WI startod NCei.v.1.ng incoming ~. Report. . · 
sts.te that over 1,000 round.8 ot lJ:) and l22nml ~ reoei~ by ll.00 houra. 

10151 · l/'J/17 ACR, oocupyina an UP with a:ia m&rine pl&tooo, ruported three 
T-54.s moving ~t on QI, 9, l/3/17 ACa i:o:se two Mll.3a to incardng A.l'V• 

lOJOa 1/3/17 AC.R repol"t.ed that the plRtoon ot 1aarinee ~ sent mti•t&lk ~ 
dom to QI, 9 to ~1Gag" the T•54s, Marinoo had nogatl vo results &ld the T-54 cont.in• 
uod theti r IIOV8 oaot. 

\ 10~• 2/20 eneaeoo the T-54.s from lSOO met.ans ., destroyi.ng the .t.i.rst two with 
lot round hi ts o.f & AT. '!'h& othor eecapod woo t on QL 9. Both tank:i were hi t in 
the right nan.'< j 11st be low tho tllrrntJ both bumad. 

\ 10501 The eoc apinc T-54 wa.s deatroyed by a marine a.'lti-tan.1< te~ \Wing LAWe, · 

llco, l/3/l? :ro ;,ort.,oo. two T-54s to . tha son-th rrLOVing east. ThtU dioapps.ared 
betoro· blJi.ng Mgaged. 

\ llOSt 2/20 apot'i:,ecl lllld enr,a.gad tho t:,o reported T--51is w1 th H£AT at a renge 
or 1200 roa t.x-e . A lu ~ round bi t sot tlw let&! '1'•54 on fire. Tha l.s.ad ta::.k bacl:sd 
up and rnn intQ tho second T-54, whose c~ then dismounted and ran llrtiiY . Both 
tanko burned. 
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J 20. ( C) During the period 28 Aprl..l to 2 MaiY, the 20th Tank Regi.aent was annihil• 
atod.1 onlJ.r ems M48A3, oos Mll3, and one . M577 re-tu.med to tri~ linae appxoxi.&­
ate~ )5 km9 north ot Hue. There are not a1c;,ugh oohers:lt report.a to wrl te th• 
atory of the Quang Tri fiasco yet. However, 1 t ~ known that bridges south or 
Quang Tri hid been damaced ))7 ths ensiv and that th• Wl1 t did not recei. w sr,.y re-
wpply £JWL 27 April <l\e ! / 



! . 
l 
I 
J 

• I 

J 

l 

i 
r 

,,.• 

Dm<I TACTICS AND TaAININO 

l.. ( C) Report.a and inter'nant indicate that ~e 9lla\Y talk wdta norma~ tel­
low aloael.y bebind artiU.1" prepa.ratioris. TheT art.an tranl in'' oolu.nn .tomatian 
and spread out when nmring oroes-oountzy. Thef a~ in gl"OUpa ot 8 to 10 and, &l• 
though they a.re often employed Id th intantry, do not appear to be o:roas-attaahed. 
In general, the enany•-• use of tanks has not bean etfc,otive agai.rust the M48AJ. 
One report indioated that the NVA tank cl"8WB would "but.tell up• at the !1 rst sigage­
amt. Despite the tact that th~ haw )60 degree na:i.on llhen wttonsd up, through 
vim.on blocku, acme vehicle oraa aoted "blind•, driving the vfilhicle off the road, 
baold.ng into wire an<\ other obataolee and 1n ono oaae dr.1. T.ing into a rice paddy 
where they bogged down. 'l'hia wq aerel;, indioate a lack ot training. fNgmanta.xy 
report.a indieatad instanoee ot cemy- tank orewa, abtind.on1.ng and tleeing trom their 
vehicles. Unwbatant:tated. reports o! 0N11t1J, leas th• vwcle commander, being 
ob&in~ into their veh.iolee were &lao recei v.t. The T-$4 and T-S9 captured in Quan 

'- Tri Pro"finoe b;1" VN Marl.J:lee on 7 April etill had ocmplste basio loads ot aamunition 
tor the lOOmia guns ( 34 rd.a) • Thu wou1d. indi aate th& t nsi ther tank had .ti red a 
aain g\111 round. · V1etruaese apericioe with the oaptured vahiclea indicated that 
the lOOmra round ( approximate~ 40• l.ongJ 70 poand.e) 1a axtraae~ difficult tor a 
small man to handle.. Thia vwld tcd to al.aw down .the rate ot .fire and reduoo the 
etteot1.vme2'a o.t the tank. A report on an eagagcnent b;y tho 20th ARVN Tank &l ca 
9 April, indio&ted th&.t anm eoeav T-54a, 801M JQOYing and oome atat.1.onary1 wero 
engaged at rangu of 600 to l8oo meters. A.t1VN K.48a were on higher groUDd a.-id in 
hull dofilllde. All sovoo ce,v t.anks ware dGBtroyed. At the same time three mqv­
ing T .. 5411 were sngaeod at an aTerage raigo ot 2800 •tora• One vu destroyed and 
the other two Wi thdrar. The tEll enea;r tanks nportedJ3 fired no roore than a dosen 
.rounda in total. Ontt M-48 reoci.ved two hits in the turret bu.t sustained no major 
daaago and oontinuad to tin. The T-54 may haft bo«i firing Hai; ammo. 

2. (C) Tyl)$ eno-v talks reportedt PT-76 (SoT.let}J PT-6.3 (Chiem, .PT-76 hull, 
T-54 Turret with 85:i= gun); T•.34 (Soviet); T-;4/SS ( soviet) J T-59 ( Chiooll, copy 
ot T-54, ha.a no ran&e fi.ndsP) J and M-41 (US)• 

' ). ( C) Hodit'icutioru, and paraphernalia. PT-76, T•.34, T-51.vS5 and T-59 tanka e.ll 
appear to have stai~de.rd equipmant. Scn.o v ere observed going into combat with aux .. 
illary- tuel tanka at.ill on th~ vehiclea . Ono unaubstantiated report indicated that 
some ot the PT-76 tanks had been modif"ied. to i nclude a 9Ct!:nl gun. Thia may haw 
been an 85mm gun. No range tinder was reported. Additional.l,y, an undocumanted 
NpOrt .trom ARVN eourcos sug3eated that the drums en ths.J>aok o.f the vehiclaa may 
not be . .fu.f-Jl pods . No further infomation vaa provided. l A US adusor observed ii.n 

~ enemy ta:J.k· (UM emit a vapor cloud di rGc tl'7' above 1 t afte.r being !ired on, thor::>by 
giving the i ndication that 1 t had bae.-i hit, but th,i:, T-54 then engaged and doo trqy t'~ 
t-.ro M41A~ \rli th ) rounds • 



Cormnrots of 1st Amo red 5rj .._1 ooe 1 s Senior Advisor 

GENC:P.Al. - Sp<,cifi c c! .::.t.es and ci rcumstal'"lc1;s of all actions o;.' the 20th Tank R~gi­
mei1 tare difficult tv reconst:n1ct bocai..~e all logs and other records we~ lost 
during the wi.t!-,dra\.ld from Quang Tri l tc 2 May 1972. The 20th T:::ink !legirr.ent oom­
plctP.d it.s qualificaLon A'[T 011 29 March 1972. Because of t~e det.,n-i•Jratir.g tac­
tical ai tuation in northerh ).utJ.ng Tri P ro•rince, .L::, lo.as ..:ornm:;.. U,ed to combat '>r: l 
April 1972 near ton:: !'a; RVN. The 1st Annor Eri. gad2 wus deployed to tne Dong ~a 
area at lh1 1J hours, 2 April, to assume comm.and r;f all un..i. ts in that :-.rea. :<'r.:,m 
tha l tim8 until 2c Apri 1, the 20th Taruc Regiment remained under t;1e operational 
control ot' lat Anr.orfld Brigade. 

TACTIC~ - Throughout the entire period tactics were dictated by a re~:::t.i.on to enany 
activlL•Js, rather . thnr, by acgrcssive offensive act.ions on the pa!'.'t cf AHVN ?orces 
in ttit, area.' The 20th Ta.,k was used almost e.xclusi vel;,,• in a static dei'ensi ve role 
occupyint.: strong points and providing a company .sized reserve for the .3d ARVN [,iv­
isj_on. The tanks we:-c generally ernploye:i with in.tantry and posi ticr,E::d on the re­
verse slope of hills in hull defilade poni tions whore they could engage the enercy 

"- when he attacked_. \·,here possible, enbineer eqnipment was used tc :i:n;:a-ove these 
"-.tank positions. Princ:i. pal successes of the 201_,h Taruc can be largely attributed 

to poor tac ti cs s.1rplc.ve::i by the e.nany, as well as to· excellent gunnery of 20th 
Twik' crews. It is :~ :.enj_ficant to note that a major port.ion of th--~ trainin5 t.irr,e 
durine formation of the regiment was devoted to gunne17. The NVA •◄'orces r.o:-ma.1.ly 
preceded their at.tacks by an arti.l]e!j' preparation utilizing 130mm guns, 122m,~. 
guns, 122lr.m rocr.:cts, and n:ortar fire. They failed to follow up be:, e preparations 
<l_\lickly an:i there we:-e s0111etimes pauses of )0 minutes or more before groun:i att.ac!<S 
were ini.tirlt...:d . ''rhc enemy habitually failed to utilize his '!'-:,4 tanks in ir,a.s s . 
They att2-ckoo in groups of two or tJ1ree and often approached the ..:·~ e.ndly posi ti on:i 
in columns. In en•~ case, m.ght T-Shs were des troy ~d, on ,:; after another, ci.S they 
came down hi 5hw;i,r 1~L-9 in column. Tha oour.~ also had a tendency lo rove al •;rJ6 
ri dgdine:.:: whe'!'e they presented easy tar~ets. NVA in.fan tr; ro11o,,,ea their t-'A~s 
and were usually not close enough to be mutually supportir:i: • 2.namy ;..·unn P.ry .. ~h­
ni'1ues w~re -rery pae-1- and inaccurate. No MheA3 ta.Lk was ever, hit by a .l (iOr.il';t tank 
eun of t he en t::1ny. 1 '.w 20th Tank claimed destroy :in :; 29 ~·-;;4 ;uid 6 P':'-76 ta :-.~:3 . 
I do .not beh ove the.s o claims are exa1;gerated basoo on r,ersonaJ obs ;_Jrvati on of 
des trcyoc! tMlr.s. A ,,, :ij ority of t he ena::-~- tanks E.:i dest.royoo. by ::~-~ ,;.·r - ': a::;[!';l)'!1 j -

' U .c,11 at. : i.lT! f~e .--; Vc:, ~ ~ t~ iI from ~00 to ~_:;oo :ne t ~~• ._The ~nerzy's most e~ t·~:~~~': w?a­
nor,s against tre h !_. t A.1 we re I;-L10 ana B-41 ;:-ocr::et 1:l.unch~rs, a.nd AT-J ~ -,JGc.r-. wi re­
gu.i cl .:, _: mi ssi Jes f'i i'ed r' ro:n. grcr,: nd. mo'm ts. ~-ie::ause of ·Ll'te pos::. tionin g of :-LJiA 1s 
wd.1 fol".-:c.i r.d in o ,.;fp;izi v t! po$it:ior:s, th :~:,-· _wE:::-e par ~,j cu lc:,r2,y ,,..i~_nec"d, l~ w s ;,~;:: l 
tca:'I.S ut.Uiz:. w_· t:.c;_:t; ;;,:;.a , or,s. Infar1t.ry ;: :"C\'-:5.din;?, loc&l sec u M.ty c u,ild r,ct t. e 
~ep ,nded on io !-;t.: ~.\ •t·..!s:~ !.h J.~; th~:0t, p.3.rtiC'.lld.r-]y ·iur.i n~ 3.rti l l e ry a tt acks. l n 
spita of c0n f.1 t~J , t :..d ·ri ,: e t.c ;-r,1 ) '\, e t h ~ 1-°il'3,.,_, .., to differa:, t, ; ,ositi or: s du r:.n,: r.n,~rey 
c cn1..<I~~,, vi e V E.. ' '. .'i. ',: le~; :-1eN: nnr u iJ Jy ,< up 1~ i n one fixed p Gt: c.. :,icn. :.C-Jhen \-,L :- ,;-; - ~,, : ded 

'mi~$:i ;:!S • .- .-)re ~13 " -J 0 :1 ·m -:! ;1.Cter ? ~ A.ill'--: l t:11: c r ews s cerr. ec! f as c i na t e-i by tr.e-i. r i'li ?;r: t 
ai:r1 ,rnd .u ::; t c l ·G a t t.r :e :::, r athe1· th t~1 f.i r i ;j,~ a t :.ho readi):,r id<:!nt.:. f iaLle r .i. r ~r: ,e, 
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position or quickly mOVing the vehicle. This technique does work eff-9cti vely. 
While accompanying another w1i t which was engaged by AT-J SAGGErls no vehicle ..,as 
hit, although I personally observed three fired. The missiles w~~~ej.~ 
rapidly movi_nf;.-.~~ ... ~-~4 £~ ~--~~r}.._.£,i.P..S.M~~,.;,lA~.~:c,i.ri.ng .. .at-toe."6Qu.;p.,~ _. Tfie-enemy 
usuA~ Tired the missiles at a range of about 1500 meters. When the 20th Tank 
was forced to abandon its detensi ve positions on 27 and 28 April, they did not 
delay in a coordinated marqier and hence lost vehicles when it was unnecessary. 
During the final withdrawal on 1-2 Mczy, when all vehicles were lost, little or 
no attErnpt was ma.de to evacuate vehicles when they became stuck. A breakdown in 
leadership and complete panic has rendered the unit completely ineffective by this 
time. 

WDEHSHIP - The troop ccmmanders and platoon leaders of the 20th Tank were well 
trained when the operation began an 1 April. Unfortunately the troop commanders 
seemed to feel they were better qualified than the regiine.ntal conunander and often 
failed to respond to his direction. The regimental commander failed to check his 
uni ts, as any good commander should, and as a result rarely knew- their true status. 
The executive officer of the regiment was habi tualJ.,y used as an operations assist­
ant, rather than to supervise logistics, maintaiance, and the other areas norm~ 
handled by an in~ vidual in his position. Leadership eventually broke down in 
the unit because of heavy losses among officers and NCOs. These losses were part­
icularly heavy among officers and NGOs at the troop level. There were no replace­
ments for these key individuals. 

MAINTENANC~ - This area was the greatest weakness of the 20th Tank throughout the 
period. The unit was short trained mechanics · and nonnall,y did not even attempt 
to perform that maintenance of which they were capable. ~cept for very minor 
or1:anizational maintenance functions, all vehicles requiri~ ei the!' organizational 
or higher level support were evacuated to the direct support ordnance company for 
ropair. This placed an extremely heavy workload on the direct sui)port co~1pany. 
In my opinion the direct support company performed an excellent job '..l.Ilder the cir­
cums tances. Apprax:imately one-third of the vehicles assigned to the unj +, were 
normally deadlined. I feel this rate would have been much higher if the ve.~icles 
had been runn.i.ni; mo.'€ instead of being kept in static positions. The p!'incipal 
cause of poor maintenmce wa.s a lack of anphasis in this critical area from tile 
regimental commander dcwn to platoon leaders. Constant prodding by advisors at 
al) levels did eli cit scxne interest in this area after several weeks of the op.. 
eration had passed . 

u:ssvNS LC:Mi'Ni::O - The M48AJ tank is more than a match for the T-54 tank. The prin­
cipal advanta i;;e is in the superior fire control of the Mu8A3. 20th ~ani< crews 

\ 
often ach:i.eved first or second round hi u; on T-54s at ranges up to 150C mP.ters, 
-whil e the T-514-5 sf:emr:d to be tryine to b rackE,t the Mh8A 3s. The rate o.:.' fi ro of 
tho T-5l~s was vo:;cy slow compared to that of the 1',l.i8A3s which also co~•Jrjbuted to 
sucC()SS. The <.me:iny tactics were very ;:oor and rarely were their a rtille ry, tcal1.i-::, 
and inf.in try uni ts us c'd in a coordina t,ed rr.anne:- . Leadership is the ke1J to suc,;ess 
in .1 unit and when i 1, breaks do\o.n, even a weJ 1 trained unit, such as the 20th Tank 
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was initially, will falter. There must be a trained group of replacements immed­
iately available when a unit suffers heavy casualties. There were n o replacsN~1ts 
for the 20th Tank and constant attri ti.on eventually destroyed t.rieir leadership 
bare. A tank battalion should be used in an offensive role or mobile reserve role 
rather than primarily in a static defmse role.. The latter causes excessive losses 
to infantry anti-tank forces and evoo tually renders the unit incapable ol' perform­
ing tho offensive role for which it is ideally su.i ted. .":ire and movement is still 
tho key to success and must tie utilized to gain maximum effectiveness/from a tank 
battalion. In retrospect, the 20th Tank Regiment fought very well ini ti.ally, al.­
though assigned a mission not suited to its mobile capabilicy. The unit eventually 
was destroyed aa a combat effective force because of a breakdown in leadership. 
Tn,e loss of small unit leaders from troop level down plcli}'ed a significant role 
in the breakdown. 

W'1IS WA.3NER 
LTC, Armor 
SA, I Annor Bde 
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M~ORANDUM ~'OR ~rlD - 16 Mq 72 

SU.BJ c.'C'1': 20th Tank Squadron 

1. The 20th Taruc Squadron received it's mission order (0800 1. April 72) to deploy 
to the northwest ot Dong Ha-! and relieve pressure at Cam Lo District/Headquarters. 
The 20th Taruc Squadron• s ·movement order was unclear and thus the movement along 
N atiooal Route QL Ill was very disorganized -and coni'used. The unit crossed j ta 
11SP 11 at 1100 hours and then just north of Quang Tri Combat Base (Ai Tu'), the en­
ti re column halted and remained in a static position for approximately l½ hours. 
Tl}e lead elements final)J' arrived in Dor;g Ha and headed west aloni; QL #9 toward · 
Cam Lo District Headquarters. The entire movement was restricted to travel along 
the highway• Al though a column movement could be coosidered the I!lOSt desireable 
fo~t.ion, under the concti tions that speed was of esse:ice, the 20th moved with 
extreme caution and at a ver:, slow rate of speed. Ver:, lJ ght S."llall arms fire was 
received fran the north bank of tho river as the unit proc.eed.ed west toward Carn 
Lo. There was no threat, h<:Mever the forwaro. progression was delaygd for about 
2 hours. At one· point along QL #9 an Mu8A.3 threw a track which caused an unneces­
sary delay. The· ini. tial plan presented to the 20th Tank Squadron required that 
they move in and occupy the area su rroundj ng Cam Lo District Headquarters .by 1400 
hours l April 72. As 2. result . of thti many delays in movement, the 20th' s lead 
elements didn I t reach its RP until a proximately 1800 hours. At this time they 
reported that Cru:1 Lo vill~e was bu 1in6 so badly that passage throu;:;h was iro-ros­
sible. Tho squadron commander then/ occupied an NDP about 2000 meters southeast 
of Cam Lo. . 

LES.SOOS k;A~~ tID: 

a. The operations order 111U8t be concise but not at the sacrifice of clari cy. 
All personnol must be kept informt= and be made aware of the changing situation. 

b. When ::1oving in column, tl a unit must move rapidly to take advantage of 
its mobility and thus provide the element of surprise. 

c. Small anns fire should I ever halt a tank column. When receiving small 
arms resistance, the enemy shoul be engaged by the tanks while moving. 

d. Unloss speed is tha pi mary factor of concern, al temate rou ~-es o .. · rr.arch 
should be selocted thus attempt .ng to avoi_d tho use of national roi.:te.s wh€n pos­
sible. 

2. On the 2nd of Apr".i) th~ NV.~ were o't;served mov:i.nf. tanks sou th alon~ '.),L /;l to-r1-
ard Dong Ha. The 20th Tank S-r .ldron i1;1modiat.ley nrew up a plan to establish a 
bridf;.t:he,.: .. d m the n;:>rth side o the Ci: 'i Viet ;ti. ver a.J.ong Q1 #1 with one tank troop 
nnd on e comp.:my or' the ..3d Bat1 ·Hor., 25dth Ma!"'ine ~lrigado RVN. Once the oridge­
head \l.'18 e5tabli::1hs'<i , U1e nex µhas~ .. Tas to rapidly launch a counteratt 3.ck to the 
nort.h by pass.ing a like size leman t through the br:i.dgehead. Due to very poor 



cor..nur.ications, this :'.)lar, was approved to,, late. Th".:! onl,'/ al terr.a ti ve left :it 
thjs time wa..s l'cr the tanks ani marines t.o J.e:"end or~ the sci..i.t.1-: l:.ank or' tr:e r.: ·;er 
at the bridga. One tr1:iop or tanks and ~.:..o coinp.:uri.es of marir ies occupie1i Lon1: Hct 
City and astablisheu a defens:i ve posi ti.on. Another troop of tanks occ1_;;:ried the 
hieh grc,md 5ollthwast of Done Ha .ihere tne/ could o"cserve .J,L #1 north of the Cua 
Viet ili ver and thu.s a, ;-:aie t..he enemy t.anks at a ra.Ih;e ot' 320~.i meteI"'.s. The r-:>main­
ing tank troop w~ claGed /in a reserve blockiug posi th,r. ju.st :;ou tl'i o!' Dong Ha 
Combat Base. 1'hese· posi Uons remained relati vel_y static from 2-c .April 72. 

a. Co1"Jnunicatio:1.S are essen~.iru. to the succros of any ,;i. var. oper2tion. The 
Vietnamese must establ:;sh a more sound comunications net. ThroughouL the first 
b days most ra<4.io communication between the 20th Tank 31uadron and h i gi:er head.­
quarters was, e ... ~fected throu5h the use of the advisor• s radio. 

b. Thu initial plan for establishment of the bridgehead north of the river 
nr.,pcared to be quite sound fundamt:!.ntally. Lacie of· ageressi veness prev·c:nted .'...:n­
pl emen ta ti on o :· .the ;>lan. 

c. Cnc:e the front was stabilizt)d and the NVA were ,3tor:)ed norU. u~ t:1e river, 
the 20th Tank Squadron should have been relieved in Dong Ha. They sno~:ld have 
boo~ pulled t o the rear where they could have perfonnP.d crew mai ntenanco a'1d th ':!n 
assigned lim.j ted ob,i ecti ve rnissi ons daily, sweeping areas tD the west "'nd tlcr i:.h 
of Ai Tu. 

d. 
'!a, the 
the use 

Dur i. nr, the occupation of their static defensive position vj c i r!i ty of Dong 
troo;is morale steadily decreased. Th.is posi ti.on, i'urthennore, J.im"i r,ed 
of armor's assets, i.e. firopower, mobility, anq shock 3.ction. 

e. Addi tion :-d.ly, lacK of aggr8ssi ve leadership and. S\...pervisiun "b_v tile con..­
rnandor increa seJ t.he problems o!' t.rocp morale m1d dese!'tior,. This statem~ t w, ... s 
noted th!·ott(:h th2 re] 1_1 c t:1nce of the squadron corr.mand er lo visj t hi~_J,1-00ti loca­
Lions. He fur;.,her fajlcJ to keep the tr0ops inforn1ed o~~ the enemy~ Criend}y 
sitllation. i.l~ni-: the fi!•0t 3 d::iys, the only noted friendly situ ,lt..:i. on was t,hat 
all forcos were w.i Uidr&ini:; through -:he 20th positions. iii th this acti cn .:.i.r.d. no 
illfo?"":nati on ;) N)dd :: -1 t. ,:: tne trvo:,s one :ri.i.5ht we ll a ,>e 11:ne th:3. ,_ he ha3 Le,~n l .:r' ~ 
;13 t.hn so :i c r.:urvi v..i n.u: clrn,len t to J .=- fe:id t.h -:1. t area • . Thi ::, ,-viJ.l undouu ~f• :ily pla;: 
an important r::>le in t:,a ef~ec.:t,iv<.>.n~ss of any organi zatirJn. 

J t\.!·1 ~:3 S.-iOCK 
M :w .• Anno r· 
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Activities of 20til Tank 2.egimoot, 8 April - 2 Mey (us e~ map sheets 62 cJ 2 n·, 6242 
III, 6241 IV, 6242 I I, 6241 I, all series L 7014). 

The journal or dv to day activities of the VN 20th Ts.nlc Regt w3.5 destl'"');·')l'i 
during th~ Wi thdra;,,al ~·ran ~ang Tri. The following commt:nts are .from memory and 
should not be con s ider,~i to be exact. · 

I 

I 

/ 

8 Aor - I joined th~ 20th Tank Regt@ about 1700 hours, at the GP locat ed@ YD 
2b9~54. The Regt had an AO bounded '.Xl east by QL l, · an the south by the Vinh ?hu-Jc 
Rivor, on the nor~ by the Huen Giang River and on west by a line joiri.inr, YI..i 195590 
& YD 214542. 1st Troop was occu~Jing a s trong point fran YD 195590 to 207S98. 
The troop was deployed by platoons & was supported by a Bn (-) of Inf. The 2nd 
Trp was movoo fro:n Dong Ha (YD 2461) to QuanG Tri Corll!)at Base (Ai Tu) Sc was given 
the mission of Arri1or Rd.z reserve. The third troop was occupying a strong point 
vicinity YD 220565. The troop was supported by a 3n of Inf. 

9 Apr - At dawn the NVA launched heavy ground attacks of tonks supnorted by inf 
& artillery. The 1st Troop destroyed 8 T-54s on the road frum YD 192590 to 130588. 
The 2nd Troop ,.,as coo.mi. tted from reserve to support the 147th Marine 3rigade vie 
YD 2952. It destroyoo 5 T-54s and captured one (1). The third troop destroyed 
3 T-54s and captured one ( 1). The 20th h::lfi 3 or 4 tanks hit by ·B-40s, one ,1!1ich 
was totally destroyed. Those not d~stroy ed. were ev:.cuated to Regt mainten'l.ncc 
area located vie Quang Tri. Gombat Base ( Ai Tu). The ?~VA withdrew by late aftaI'­
noon. The 2nd Troop remained opcon to the 147th Marine Bds. 

l0_-15 _Apr - Dur'Ln r; d .::zy-1.ight ha.1rs the Regt 1 1 HQ tank section was positioned i:;, DO!lc; 
Ha to provide t he :r:1f .fu located there -w/t~ support. At dusk the-y- retu rned to 
the !wet' l Cr for GP ~ ocuri ty. The 2nd Trp remained opcon to the 14 7th Mari;1e 
Bcie. It alsc, :1 r,wl.ded. 3 tanl<s to the Annor Bdti HQ for secnri ty. The lRt ".t 3r::i. 
troops rcm3.in n,1 i.n tne3a strong pts w/their inf support. 

1_6 Apr ·- In t h e AM Annor r~dc issued an a tt;ick orde r - the 17th Cav, 4th Ra .. l'lger 
Group, & .5th P,;mg~r 11ro:.ip w~re to clear zones e:xtendi. ng west from ~i.. l. Th::: 20th 
Tank Hogt uas given t he mission· of Armor Bde re3arve. ~Ioweve r, each t roop was to 
remain in its s tron,.; rioint position un t.il the attacking units passed throug~ t hem. 
A !1t'it' l siz~ contue. was made by 5th lan ger G- I1)/20th T9.nk _; p sdcuri t y ~orce.c, vie 
YD 2356 WS .,Cl h rs. Additional ~r:i.endly i nf f orces wer e co11u-:ri. t~ed as t'1 e l nt~s i ty 
of the battle i ncre as ed. The 3/20th :tegt HQ s ecti on tanks wore employed in a s up- · 
port by fire .rule. At dusk the enerrv f o!'Cd b roke contact. 

17-l~ _ll.E,£ - Ac t~.vi ty 1v ,1..~ much the same, iri that con t a c t was r ei ni tiated each d. .3.y 
&c b rokan @ n.i. t e . 

19 Apr - ~ 0 fu::- Lh 1; !' 0..:.::ni fi can t ei r!:n}' ;'. cr.. t:.act mad~ V:i C YD 2356 . The 2nd Tr p mo·, ~i 
f ra:r. op~on l l.i7t.ri >la r l no &ie t o oc c1,;. py s ::.ror.~: pt held "8y _1st 'l' rp. The 1s t Tr :·) f~oe s 
oocon t o l !.i7th lfari r i ,~ Bcie . The 3 ta.'1.!-;S of 2nd Tl? p rovi dir.e s ecuri 1-:,· ~\., r Ar :T,o r 
ode ',;( "conti nna w/t.:1:i ~, miss~.on. 

:l./fJCt--3 



20-~~ - &l~ c,:>ntinues probing attacks - no signif~cant enany task :..cti vi t.:r -
Troops continue to be sniped @ by .&-40 teams. 

23 Apr - 2nd Tr;-J receives increased ground attacks. &ientr employs anti-tank wire­
eu.1 ded mi3sile for fj_rst time against 20th Tank Regt. Two tanks recei Vt: minor 
dSJ11ago ( Mi.ssile subsequ ently , ident.i f iP.rl. as AT-3 SAwi!:R). 

/ 

2)-2:; Aor - Ground probes increasd in intensi cy. The empl:iyment of wire-guided 
missiles also increases. '.!:nemy B-40 teams remain aoti ve. All strong pts remain 
occupi ed. 

27_.AE!- Rogt CP & 3rd Troop receiv~ heavy _incCl11ing starting@ dawn. At 0900 hrs 
all of ficers of 3rd Troop had been killed or wounded. The troop wi thd .'.'aws back 
t,o QL 1 vie Regt' 1 C? . Three of its tanks were destroyed by en~rcy wire-6uided ::-
missiles prior, to withdrawal. The troop was subject to ground attack commencing 
short.1.y after da1m. At this pt of withdrawal, 31'1 Troop had 6 tanks operational. 
Rcgt XO rallied 2 tanl-: s of 3rd Trp ~- joi:1.ed them w/3 tanlcs of regt tank sectiw. •. • 
He ,,,oved these ~ tank:1 bl3.Ck to pl of contact vie YD 270575. In the meantime, the 
Inf Hn locatoo w/Jrd Tr::, began to withdraw to -~ 1. The 5 tanks under- the control 
or t he XO supported by some i nf were able by midaftemoon to cause the enemy to 
br-1'-l~ contact. There~ were 5 T-54s destroyed. The 2nd Trp received ar-ti.llery f i re, 
wiN-t~uidoo rnissi.les, •, Ji ght ground probes during tqe d~. Because of t h e exten-

"-. si ve en8r.\'f acti vi cy- to the east & south of 2nd Trp, it was ordered to conduct a 
'"li eht movement to link up w/an Inf .&l located@ Dong Ha Combat Base (rJ 245598). 

he troop lost 3 tan.ks to en8Il\Y fire durin: this night movement. Upon arriving 
at the combat bas3 it was discovered the friendly forces had wi thdra.wn & the base . 
occupi ,'.-lct by NVA elements. The 3rd Trp continued fighting th.rough the b~e & ter­
mi nated its movement @ Regt CP, vie YD 269584. The 1st Trp ranainoo opcon to the 
14'/ th Marino Bde. 

28 A,er - The Rc g; t now had at least 18 tanks operational. The 2nd Trp was gi ven 
the lllissi on @ f irst lite to secure a bridge on •~ 1 about 4-5 kilomete rs s outh 
of the Hegt CP. The fou r tanks from 3rd TI? which did not mo·,e back to thei r pos­
i tior. w/the XO on 27 Apr were no; .. posi ti.on -3d i n the Ragt 1 l C? area. At 08 30 t.r1e 
CP began to recei ve a taiik/inf ground attack ini tiate:.l from Dong Ea C:o ,ri, a t Base. 
Tho rlr3;,:°t' 1 XO w/his five t a1i.ks returns t.o the CP location to assis t in stopr i ng 
thi s attack. 6 'l'-54s are destroyed. No friendly tanks ara hit. Armor Bdc :o 

'Who was lo~at9d e R.cg t ·~P orders ReGt t o withd:-aw s outh . In the late af ternoon 
20th Tank was made or con to 1Li7th Marine Bd.e. The ll.i7th Hde was given d -3fensive 
mission north o ._' ~an,c; Tri lO ver. All 0 U1e r f rie:idly uni ta moved s ::;uth of -~a.'1g 
Tri River. The three troops of 20th Tank werC! opcon t o thA three { 3) bns of l h7t.11 
Bde. Def e.,s :l.ve pos.i. t i on '.; were esta~lisned along per:..::1ete r of combat base , c en t.er 
coo1Y.linate b olng YD 315~- The !~ i~t•l mo:;-tar. pl t did not mak~ it to this de f ens i ve 
position for a brid~~e a Lon g the ro'J. tfl was bl o: ... -., . It w:'5 unable to f o rd t he r i ver. 
gvcninG o:.' 2G Apri l t.he oo e1cy attempt ·~.'i t o i sol ~to unit by cutting f i nal bri dge 
into ~an~ Tr i , but was repulsed. 
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~ Ae,r - ~nsny action limited to heavy ar-cy attacks & light prooing action. 

~Apr - In Al{ TAC AI.R stops tank/in!' attack from no!"thw':)St. Orier :received ~ 
bOO to move sout,h (lf Qu~g Tri :liver and establish defense of QT City. Fbth 
bridges acroos rive!" h.1.d been dostruyed. 16 o.C 18 tanks fo ·r.-led rivur 1 kir, north 
of brldces. Oui3 wao de:J troyed by mine -:md the other by !'Ll £'ire. ;The 3 trocps 
remained opcon to the 3 brts of lu7th Dde . At 22.30, an. inf ground attack ptmet­
rated the souther.1 defenses of the ci tif • By 2345 the attackers we=e repalled . 

l Maz - @ 1200 rv~cei v.xi order to evacuate ~ang Trl City. 147th Bde &· 20th Tank 
wore to move crous-country aast of old '~ 1, cross tho Nhung £ti. ver @ bridge on 
o].j ~L 1 ( YD J8la)., continue soo theas t between old & new JL 1 & pass through fri­
endly troops holding the QI, 1 bridge over the ?,v Chanh River ~ YJ 4640. The traf­
ficabili t;y of the cross-countr-J route was ooctrooiely d:i.fficul t for t-.. l1e M46s. Rice 
paddies, canals, & rivers all caused diJ.~f.iculties. Six 1148s were lost in .,he vie 
YD .378493., four to enemy B-40/;H & two on unsuccessful attempt to 'foro the riVBr. 
F'our other tanks werti not recovered from their unsuccesst'ul effort to fol"i river 
@ YD 375511. The Regt clost3d into its night position (YD 407473) w/6 tanks re­
mairri.ng. 

2 M3.,X - Th<? unit cUd not move out @ first 11 te as planned.. @ 0715 the U."1i t bega.'1 
rec•!i vin8 sm.tll arms. fir8 from NW. Shortly after that, it began to .receive a 
he:iv-; volum,: o ~' small arms fire from the vie of Hai Long to the east. Une PT-76 
also apnoa red fro.n tree line to the ea...9t. This caused extreme confusion amon~ 
all uni tn loc:i \ cd in the area. Mo::;t commanders were unable to con t!"Ol their 1i.;1~ ts. 
Tho r';)s"J..l t w:is a large maas of vehicles & personnel moving inde:Je..."1d -:mt1y t,) av0::Jl 
ent31V contact. '!'he 20th Tank vehicle on which I was riding hec-we separated .from 
the :tegt. U!Jan retum:ing to fr:l.endly lines, I discovered that nrme of t.ha 6 ro­
ma:i ninr, Mhl3s mado it to the My Chanh. It is believed ·that all six were casualt,,e.s 
of the torrain. 

Addi tj onal Comments: 

The D/L Rate averap;ed a.t least 16 vehicles any ~ ven day. ))-40% of t.hesz wsre 
duo tp co;nbat dam.ace. The Regt' l Hhlntenance operation appeared to become less 
efr'ecti ve as t i me went on. The D.S\. Ord Bn was handling almost all maintenance 
problems. \ 

Ofr'icers from Hcgt'l CO to plt ldrs / in t:18 field did not take an active role in 
checkinrr. or s:ipervlsine maintenance{ in th::: field. 

?reqcen t.,ly tanks ;·~ .: n•' ,To11ld be podi tionc-d t ·:>f,eth8r, but unity of connf . .nd would 
not be established. ".': 10 exception(C,'lm '~ when 20th Tank workad under l14'ith Ma1·in'3 
B<le. 
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The tanks :.,ere ITT::lo~:ad on stron;;; pts., w.i. th infantry unabl~ t£> provia -3 ad ~ iuate 
close-in nrotect.ion. Thb lead to continuous sni.pirt-: by .2-40 & wire-6 ui :;3,j m.:._,­
s .iles. Tanks should. have boen e:nplcyed in t.'"ie true mobile reserve role. 

The o!.'fensi ve capai>i.li ties of the tanks we:-ti nev:er uti lized. Shock acti rm w :3..S 

non-rucist,0nt. fue-.m:,· armor , off erect no ~'3ri. ,JUs threat to the M48s. / T:-i. ey ;sener:illy 
attack~d in pioce'meal fashion, in groups of 2-3., and appeared to lack ~gres.s:_vs­
ness. 20th Regt t;mlcs neglected to take action in response to wire-guid·3d mis­
silr.s. The tar.;et tanks should have taxen evasive action by movement, ;,,i.th fellw 
tanks providing fire on t-io launching loca~on. This location was easily discern­
able after the missile was .f'ired. 

MICE.ASL HA.TGHlR 
MAJ , A. !'l"l or 
SA, 20th Taruc Regiment 
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