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l• PURPOSia · To in.tom the .Cid.er ol 1.111V Ad:'1.•017 ·oroup ot the result.a obtained b7 ~ 
20th Tank RegSmm\ (~) apSut enav &1Uar ml'ing ~• aurr9lt ottmaiw. 

2. DISCU~ONa 

a. a.po~ ot aott~U• ot the 20th Tank Rag1un~ 1a at Tab A. 

b. RapoJ"t ot f.1181111' taoti108 and t.NiDing 1a a\ Tab B, 

o. Intoaattcai proud~ 1a baaed upon data obtained traa apot report.a and a tw 
debl"iatinga am. attar aotim :ruporta rrca ad"f'i.ao1'9 and AJMl oltl.oen who ven preset 
duri.118 tawc-to-tarak tngag1Mnta • 

J. RSC~DATIOOa !hat. the Chi.et ot 4my J.dTia~ Ol'QlJ) uote Tab A am B. This d~ 
ument ie o! b.iatorioal in11aNat. 

.. Incl 
a/s 

JOHR M. i'!HB ll 
HA.1tU'IIIDr 
Act.tng Senio~ AdT.1.aoJ" 
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ACTIVITIES 01 ffl& ao'1'H Tai s:.a:DKT (1148AJ) 

1. . ( C) IntioduO't.1.mJ '!be J)u.lod ot .t,h1a report 1• tl'Oa 31 Ma.rah - 28 Apnl. 
Tha• dataa arw a&loot-1 bGOaua• th• tomer 1• vbaa the 20th Tank Regilam• was 4.­
olued •caabai iead;J'• • cld the latter 1• vhan ~ll' raporta oNSed md the general 
enairoln.ant ot Q\Aaeg Tri aitaned. Tba t&otioal a1 tuat.ioa bu not pe1"111 twd uttn­
n ve debrie.t'ing. Spot r0port,o .u-. gm•rated thrcugb MU ohanne:i. and uau&l.:q 
1nalud• ml7 tbe number ot eomiy t.anke deet.l"OTed or damapd with a gmer&l locat.ian. 
'tbie repon 1a cmtoreci around three mown engagecta be111feen tr16V' tuka and th.­
M48"a ot tbe a:>th Tank. TlMI dqll between ~t. inaluderi eogagaenia but. to lilich 
than 1• 110 auba\ctiued data will be 10 indloatod. 

2; (C) 32. Ma.robs At 3$00 hourt1 a ctltiqu el 1rh• A'ff •• oooductc by the A!IDOJt , 
Conaand control group ( tea ten) am the unit. vu d.9ol&Nd •Ocabat RNd.r• ( t.'ie m 
had bem OQllduOted vithin the guidalillu ~ ATT 17-JS). It ... no-ied that the 20th 
Amor suttered !'rm e<f..dpzunt ahortaga,, anq 2 at S H68a ( the )i M88 vu ia8U8d. 

-during tho 4'rT an 30 !larch), and . ecpipm.mt dM<il1DeJ 10 ~Ja, 7 M5q8S and l ~8 
were lo.rt a, tho bue lhoatlClD• It wu also noted t-bat ODl;r 80% or the um.ta u­
aigned pononnel part.1.aip&\ed 1n tbe AT'l. Tll• iuJor vhk po1nta wre oon.aid•recl 
to be t ~l.lring operat.icins 11 Mint•umoe a:i~ the Wli"t>'• 'baaic POL N1Sup~ proceciUl"'&le 
In these &l"NS the ·un1 t baa r:ade noto&bla progru• but improYor.mt w• needed., The 
unit'" eamundear, 1~ ~, tnd hia at.arr were oeppliawtad. on thair aggJ"85a1ffDSsaa 
nrob1l1ty, knowlc>dgf, Md prcnpt Naction to oi,jeN. The owrall tactioa ot the 
20th Lrt4or ware oonsid•Nll •oellant. · . ·. -.. . . . 

-/ ). (C) l Aprill At 1300 hOUlll t.h• 20th !mar WU depl.CJ78d under the oootral at 
the 3d Intant.xy Di uaian, to t.h• area botvetm Dong Ha and Ca Lo. , Tba:1.i- tnie~on 
wais to olear end ocoup:, the high gl'OWld eouth o.t QL 9 aoi to keep tho ~ad opm 
by diDruptiu~ ~o:,iy torcGB in the1r eootor. 'rha 12nit .rooo.-mucbed north !rom ~.ang 
Tri on (;lL l a..--.:1 let~ fus roa:l eouth ot QI, 9 :mov.i.Dg waat. a.oroeo ucrimt.ry. Their 
tirst c_onta.ct rl th en«a;y tore• oocurroed a\ app~t.al¥ 1630 hruru when tho unit 
ourprlllGd an ambtul..i. · th,~ w a.., vai ting tor thea on QL 9 • h"CU POWs talton dur.l,nz th.1: 
eotJ.on, 1 t \iaB loomed that an cmt.ire HVA ~ ~ao.t,1 1d. thcait their organi~ 
tMkB and oqui;::ru,.nt, ha.a hem o1'ierod into the arGa ldth tho i.ntsiti.cn of captur1n 
and m..~ng .lR\~ t,mkr, and APCa. Reports ind1CULtAK1 ilis:t this en~ unit waa tho 
202nd. Araor Regi.r.entJ r9l1abill~ of the aouroo ie not knam. After this aotion 
the unit oooupi 9d 1 tls uaignod aector BZld nporadi~ eJliaged small an~ groond 
elaents through tho night • 

. 
4• (C) 2 .Aprils At· approniuteq 0900 houru the unit vs.a orosred to move to e 
occupy D~ Ha. Md WM to be pnp~ w move north 40~ tho Qua Viet Ri.T'e.:- wll 
JHet the oo.a:z;y hoJd-a-i in t..'"1e vioini ty of !1rebuo C-1. Dlll"'~ 1 t.s rtove to D,,:i.g 
lla, "'i1ioh wnu di.fi'icu.lt duo t.o the CCUJ.t:!&t.1.on and so:.1t.tlkrurd flow or re!\lg.'.loe .;oi 

. , mill tl.Uy wu ts., the ,Ot..)i A.n-.10r idcntiiioo cO:i .mgag~ e..'l'lfflY t"1Ilk!l, ?T-'(6D ( ~t =-~?­
pl'(h::1.wtt.ol.y ;:3()0 uet,er·.a), en the north a,ide o.r tJu, rl. v.Jr m0Til1.g 0 1-,ut,.~ or. QI. l ;· .. -.. 
WO.l\ i~ t he Dong 1:c. bI'l,.i[;e. The wdt'o v,1sad.on WlW altered aid. I.TC I,y. v.,:r;"l.;:l :.::i.i,/ 
Officer, \lea ordcl'Gd to atop the 8'"1QV frcrt1 or~cdng tho ri \ur. LTO Ly Gent -:<;1 : 



troop (t.ank coq>azy) 1.."lto Dong Ha to detend t.he bri.dge1 CM troop reaaine:l on the 
d 'ftl' b~Jc veat or Deng Ila, and the third troop v~-sent tA> OO'Y9r the eouthsastem 
tlank or the city,'. ~an the designated troop reached the bridge, mS\T tank.a wen 
aeen co the north aide and vent msaged at a z,snge or )J() • S00 £)8U,1"8. L'l'C ~ 
vas omersi t.o glov the br.l.dge ( 1045' houns) , but t.he best the UD!t oould do vu 
to t1re Min gun roundo (90ml Im) at the super structure, which vu dlllUt!ed and 
rendered :S11p9•~le to TOhioul.&J.- trattio ~• Ll\t.er tb&t dq tho job vu o~lste­
but exact d.t&i l.a ( 1--bo., bar, and vbeo) 41"1!1 unJmom- At, app:rmd ma+-e]J 1100 hOUl'II, 
LTC It, wan g1 ~ ca:mn..nd ot all lorom in ~ Dong Ha UM ( tbi• inaludad tbs 57U1 
Int111t.r,r RsgiJl!nt, which had d~d tl'CII 1"1.~e C-1 that JllOmine and bad t.km 
UP. a blaokinet !)081 ticn utride QI, l, 5.,000 Jlleten eouth ot Dong Ha) and vaa t\lr..her 
ordered to bold tM a1 ty at, all coeto. Prior to 1200 houa, the 20th Amor hai 
deotrored nJne anmy PT•76a Cld tilO T•S43J . nperts ir.dJ..cat.e t.hat iIBAT bad been 
used on the PT-760 in the ad t8!00Dt or ti.rat cor.tact. fial4 reports 1nd1cate tbat 
at 1600 houn -::ro T-54:t were mg~ed At • nmge or 3200 lll9tel"9 and daatrayecl 11'1 t.b 
tbroo t"Oomde. During the late attemoon, the lat Anlored. Brigade, coD!MUlded by' 
COL Lu&t, waa pl.noed undor the operational cont.rol ot the )d Infantry Divin.<11 and 
gi'YCl ctma1and or-All unitA bewGan ~ang Tri and DaDc Ha• t.h:1a included the 2C>tih 
Anlor, the llth A.mored CAftl.rr iiog1£ant, 2 troops ot t.he 17th Alll)orad CaTal~ 
Uagimmt,, the 57t.~ In.;.'clltry RagiNDt, the 2d Intantzy ao~i (-), am th• 56th 
Int'an1.r)" (-). Th~ :~0th AnnQr'• ru..ssion vao not ch~.nged and it oonti.nued to hold. 
Dong Ha bat relooato.1. 1 ts po:,!Uana to arooixl the ou.tald.rtD ol the ttwn. sane,-~ 
daring the nieht of 2 April.,. cne~ tanks orossod. the Qua Viet Ri.\rer 1n the vicin1t.7 
or Cam Lo. The deta:Ue ot ekim:1.a.'tse durinz thnt night. AN not. known• but t.'lere 
lffll'e raporta or smte t.a."1k•to-talk engag<Jlllmta taki~ place. 

5. ( C) .3 April: The onfy report, ot tho dl\'f I a l!~ti V1 ties come& .froa the hand­
vn. tt.en re;;oi•t ot the :ldvisor to tho ]/20th, a CPT Lynn, Hh:ich statef.J •• •• At )SOO 
4 tank3 o! ti1~ unit a:i.ga.gad, by H$ tire, ) C."1811;T tnnka ( vmal inter1ugation re"V'fJaJ..­
e:1 these t.o bG T•>q:i) in tba Tlcinicy o! 224615 (nor-)i o.r the Cu.a Viat River, lSOO 
matera nortb.ioot of DMg Ha) with an l:r..1:no:m nmber o! ini'mtrr. No ena;v taru::s 
wor.i de:itroyod and the ret.rolts on { tho) enoory 1.ntztey \::ere not known. ArtilL:ny 
vas prooeasoo ( fired) in the ue& tor ab01.l't. 45 Lllnut:ls, again with unknown NSults.• 

Q {C) 4 Aprll1 ?h$ or,.ly apot ~port o.r this day s=tatioo that on& M48A3 vaa hit 
with a B-41 rooket. in Uie right f\lol tank. TlliS tuol did not igni-te, and the crar 
oont.imUtd to ~ihi. t,hf, vahiolo. 

7. (0) 5 ,\pr.Us S'?Ctt 1:-_,porta otat(, that siX T .. _$!t.:1 uero destroyoo.. Amioo ULOO . 
waa m.;;..\T-'l', but t,ho r.mioo are unknown. ?.10 sue i"t"port st-0.tea U:;\t t1lo 1-i40A_1s 
v.el'O d311~~..xl.J o:.e iii t <J. ,•&.:i.i10 and the oths!'" rnw hit OD the gunahieltl., holing tn'i1 
E,m~ubo. to ·::.h l~portocl ~ ~ail\.'ible. 

Co'. ( C) 6 ,\pril& Spot, r<-1porw ~t u.ta tliat throe h48A)[. ware dazua,,1:~~:~ ( but l"(;lp,ill­

l'lble) J. or::, ...,~ Ii.it in V!~ rear b:,• a reco~.llesa rifle ( re-portoo. an 751:!T.a), wo wore 
hit, by 1-•• J ... 1.a oa.u:d nJ; C\!UJf 1:tl.nor d<~.:uge • 
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G: (C) 7 ~ril.1 Spot, NpOrts etate .that one M1,BA.3 V&a hit b)" a B-41 in the rear 
daalgS.ng the transnaia&i Cll • 

. 10. (C) 8 Aprill lfo NpOr\. 
I 
I / 

11. ( C) 9 April& Onli mi adu.ao.r1e hand-wl'"i tten repol"t coYen the ti.rat reporte 
tank•to•tank battle in uhioh T•54a -and M48AJs openly o:ngaged each ot.~er. 'Ibe ent1 
tor 9 April 1a aa follows (88ft Map l) s In reep003e to a waming by the platoOil 
1n position .rt. l.98592, OPT lune 11cmtd vith pa.rt ot the ree&l'"Ve cmter platoon_ t.o 
2005901 starting at 0600 and getting in poai ti.en at 0!>10, t'rom where he joinoo tiu 
1.'1rst. pl.atom in engaging HVt.m anav T-54 t.m1m along QL 9 rraa 183587 to 191639, 
am three T-54.a along Rt.. S59 tram 18556> to 191664. The plat.om in poai tion com,, 
ln8llood !"iring batore ~T Xmg and I got in posi t1on, and ti,- t.ha ti.Die the seoond 
platoon opened .tire, the T-S4a had buttoned 11p and did. not obaerva the seoa::id pl&t 
ocm oOlld.ng into a.at.ten • .. 

Since the hridg• &t l91'S91 had been bl.om aevera.l dqa previousl.T, it appe41'f 
that. the enemy ar.ior meant to tum orr QL 9 cmto Rt. 559 at 186588 and Jdssed the 
t.um 1n the dark. Thalr acticms were contused, vi.th three o.r the zsoven turning 
arr the road int.o rlco paddiea,. where thoy hogged 4ovn1 and all ot them retumin.g 

. no' moro tha.11 a dozen l"Ound.a amen& thea. All seven ot the tanks oo QL 9 . were des• 
t-rcTed, one ot the th?"\}t) on Rt. 559 wae hit, the other two moving to terra1n-!Acl,,l:;l«: 
pol!!li t,_ on.a. Those on QL 9 were etationary or moving in line with tho direoti.on or 
tire; thase on Rt.. 559, inoludii,g the one hit, vt,re moVing at a good ratct acros~ 
the direction or fire •. 

All tho t«tke, o.f the lat Ti,> were in good pooi ti~, being on higher gro-.md 
than thei-r tar--~te tW'ld having ":t leat,t hull daf'ilade. Gunnexy was fair to good, 
over a ie."il:1gc of 600 to l.800 met.era at the talks on QL 9 and an average rBZ1€e o! 
2800 met.ere at the moving tanks on Rt. 5$9. 

Hmrover# they did not, tor the mo.3t pi.rt, back £JJ1&;.i' bahind covor when it be­
oaae necessaxy- to trav~r3e the turret ar.d get ammo from the ra.cks by the d.ri ver' s 
eido. I llaw four v-ah.i.clee ( inoluding CPT lung's) which fa1.led in this reapsct, 
and only ont3 ths. t did b aok oo t • 

~ One Mli-8 su.ot...-1.ooJ two hi ts on th~ tnrr~t from a T-54. but w.. thout Jlaj or. dam­
age. The 'l'-54 may ha. ue bean !iring H~ w:aoo, but th1a is juo t. a gu~s. The hit 
M48 oontinuod tc. fl~ ~t the enc.iv, and tha T•.; W>.13 tho ~ CMUalty, recaiv.1.r,g 
n tw lltiuor {,'1; t,;; on th!l ho&d (ht> wao not evacuated). 

""- The on[':l{;~ment, w.:ia ov3r by 0700, Lowaver, fol.lc~n;_; ,:,. apecial re:mpply c.f 
HIUT Md SH'JT a.;J21:o, CPT Xun,z AJ.d 2 otli e r t.'.l!li3 e,cpo.'¥.i . .Jd abo>.it 40 rounds of Al' 
wnm.o. in "clrncki.n~ Sit~-nt..s" and "reduc.i. 1: ~: tho ooo:;w vahicleo 1:D scrap". D:UJpi to t:1 
faot that inf ct:1tly he.::\ approo·moo u f .:.:.r A.::' ti1~ finst t::1oroy tR"lk, l!P? lune · w.,3 no 
1"131>ept.i w to tha n~;;Je6t..i.m of ea.vir~ t.;nk ar.TJO ~d h..~ving thil ill!'u.ntry d.t:~tN'y 
the tan.:<s with explosive cha~,:es. This .r'lGtagc of ammo was repeated on the next 
dlzy" aftor another re:,upply of H~T -~ 3HUI' ammo. · 
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tµ. ( C) 10 !prUt Mo reports 1.ndicatlng any tank-to-tank engagements. One 
M48J.3 wu hit with a 75mm reooilleaa ri:l.e and bu.med, th1• va.s the !inst l-i48~) 
to beoa1te a •cGllbat loas•. Another M46A3 vas d~ by a B-41 that penetrated 
th• r.lght side or the tu~ ed. d•agad the range fil¥ler. 

l.). ( C) 11.J.l A.prlls Ho reporta. , 
I / 

~ ( C) l4 ~r.Ui ~old r9p0rt.e indioat.e that two M48A)a were hit by- Wire guided 
~asilos end oQlllp].ot&ly- deatroyed. Thia had & demoraliaing e.f teat on the t.ankeni 
or tho 20th legtruntJ thtl.V" became more oare.t'ul 1n tile:1r a.oti.CllS and troop canma.nden 
et&rt.ed _pn,paring fighting poait.iona tor the t.nlcs. 

15. { 0) J.5-22 Aprilt Report.a tor thia period indicate no tank-to-tank engag••ta • 
ill the aoticn V&f.\ againBt. enonv infant1'1 w1 th the 20th and t.he AR'VN ltlrines vorld.n1 
together. Two H4843a were reported dailaged by B-1,l.e. 
1r·,1 

16. (0) 2.3 Aprils Reports give no dc,t,a,1l.B but 1tate that ••van T-S4a vent cleo­
troyed and me M48A3 daaged' in • ta:ik-w-tank battle Sil at DoD& Ha. 

17. ( C) 24 April I Reports g1 ve no detail.a but. etat. that three "T-$4a VON d ... 
troyed by- the M48AJa • 

18. (C) 2S AprU, No NPOrt.8• 

l.9. ( C) 26 J.prl.11 Dttbri&fing or CPT lhue., CO 2nd Troop/20th Tank, g&TS the det&\.l.B 
or the onq reported to.nk-to-t.&ok: a1g-.:emant ot this date {)1ap 2). 

1000 hret All trlondly poei t1 ana a tartod NC4li. v1ng incotD1ng ~. Reporta . 
at&te that O\fel' 11 000 ~ ot lJ:) and l22Mm wue reoei~ b,y 1100 houra. 

10151 · l./'J/17 ACR, occupying an OP with a:ie m.rlne pl.&toai, roported three 
T-54.s 111oving ~t oo Ql, 9. 1/Yl 7 Aca 1:o:se two MU3a to incaning ~. 

lOJ01 l/3/17 ACR reported that the plRtoon ot marines had sent mti-tsok ~ 
dOlill to QL 9 to e:i~ag" the T-,4.s. Marlnoo had nogatt vo reeulte md the T-54 con tin• 
uad thoi r n:>ve oB.Dt. 

\ 
'\ 10~1 2/20 engaecd the T ... 54s rrorn lSOO metanJ, destroying the first two wit-~ 

lnt 1'0'..lnd hits of &AT. '!'he othor eecapcd west, on QL 9. Both tank:.i were hit in 
the right nan.le j 1ist below tho tllrrntJ both bumed. 

\ 10$01 The eocap1nc T-54 was deatroyed by a marine anti-tan.I< te~ Wjing LAWa. 

llCOs l/3/1? .ro ;;ort.,oo tMo T•54a to . tho aoutll :moving east. Th~ dioappeared 
before · b~ng engaged. 

-\ 11051 2/20 apot,·i;ed mid engagad t.~o t ~,o reported T-51ia vi th H£AT at a re:nge 
of 1200 l'ilo:Jten. A lut. round hit sot 1:Jw 1~ '1'•54 on fire. Tha lGad teak bs.cl.:ed 
,ip and rnn into tho Sfleond T-54~ whoso crew the dismounted clOd l'L"l aw~. Both 
tanku burned. 
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J20. (C) During the period 28 A.pal to 2 Ma.r, the 20th Tanlc He.g:i•eot was annihil• 
atodJ only' <11e M48AJ, me Mll.3, and one . MS77 retumed to fri~ linec approxi.m­
ate]¥ 35 km9 north of Hue. '?here are not mough oohersit report.a to wrl te the 
atoiy of the Quang Tri tiaaoo yet. However, 1 t ~ known that br.1.dgaa south or 
Quang Tri had bNn damaged )>T the enqr and that the un1 t did not rectd. ve llrfT re-
wppq traa 27 AJ>r.Ll CZ\• / · / 
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lll!MI TACTICS AND TaAINIHO 

1. ( C) &,porte and in~an, · 1Dd.1cat.e that tli• 9nal\Y tm k wd ta normt.l.J.7 fol­
low a.lee•~ bebind a.rt.1.U.z,- prepa.rat.icms. Thq attc tr&Tel 1n· ool.ll.lln .tomatiari 
and spread out when ~ng oroes-oountz,-. Thely ettq in grou.pa ot 8 to 10 and, &l 
though they are otten urployed Id th intantr,-1 do not appear to be oroas-attaahed. 
In general, the eneny•• U8e of tanks ha.a not bem ett80tive aga:1.nat the M48AJ. 
One report ind.1.ciated that t.be NVA tank craw would "buttclll up• at the .tinrt ecgag 
amt.. Despite the tact, tbat th~ haw )60 degree 'fiaion llhen wttoned up, throug, 
via:lon blocka, acme vehicle orare aated "blind•, dr1 ving t.he vehicle o!f tb• road 
baalcing into 'Wire anc\ other obet.aolee and 1n cno ease dr.1. T.lng into a r.l.ce paddy 
vbere they bogged down. Thie IUl' aereq indioate a lack ot tra1n1ng. i'Ngmantar, 
reports indieated instances ot •8Z9' tank orewe abandoning and tleein~ tl"Oll their 
vehicles, Unsubstantiated reports o! ol'W'B, leaa th• vtJhicle commander, being 
ob&1.ned into their veb.iolee were alao recei m. 'lb• T•S4 and T•S9 captured in QUI 

'- '1'ri Pron.nee to" VN Ma.ri.De• on 7 April atill had ocmplete basic loads ot mamunitiOJ 
tor the l.OOmia guns ( 34 rda) • Tb.U 110uld indi aate th& t nsi tber tank had ti red a 
11&1.n gv:n round. ·net.nae•• experience with the oaptured fthi.clea indicated that 
the lOOma round ( approximatel,' 40• longJ 70 poanda) 1a axtreme]J difficult tor a 
small JUl to handle.. Thia would tend to ·al.ow down .the Nlte of tira and reduoo tht 
ef'teotiveneea, ot the tank. A report on an eagagcnent b;y the 20th ARVN Tank Bn Q1 

9 April, 1ndio~ted that aevm eneav T-54a, scne moving and eo.me etat.\.onaiy, wero 
engaged a.t ningN o! 6oO w 1800 11.etera. A.11.VN K.48• were on higher ground and in 
hull defil&de. All ooY&ll cu111y tanks were dGBtroyed. At the same ti.me three mo:v-, 
ing T-54s were angagoo at an aTerage range ot 2800 aetora, One, vae destroyed and 
the other two Wi thdnw. The ten mm;r tmka nportedJ3" tired no 1110re than a doaer 
roundB in total. Ontt M-48 reo«ived two hits in the turret w.t sustain8d no major 
d.aa&go and continued to fire. The T--$4 ■s.r ha.,. bND firing Ht ammo. 

2. (C) Tyl)$ eDQl\Y tma reporteda PT-76 (Scn:Let)J PT-63 (Cbicc:n, ::>T-76 hull, 
T-54 Turret with 85:m gun); T•.34 (Soviet); T-,4/SS ( soviet) J T-59 ( Chiooll, copy 
ot T•.54, has no rani1e finder)J aid M-41 (US). 

), ( C) Kodificuticru, 8nd paraphernalia. PT-76, T-34, T-5W55 and T•59 tanka w 
appear to have staJ~da.rd equipmant. Scr.io vere observed going into combat vi th ~ux-­
illarj tuel tankn atill on th-:? vehicleii. One unaubstantiated report indioat.ed tht 
some ot the PT-76 -tanks had bem modit'1ed to i nclude a 9Cl!:nl gun. 'l'h:1.a may haw 
bean an 8.5mm gun. No range tinder was reported. A.dditicnally, an mdocumanted 
report .trom ARVN 8ourc-os sug~eeted that the drums w ths..J>aok o.f the vehicl98 may 
not be . .t'u.fJl pods. No further infonnati on was provided. l A OS ad"f1.sor observed an 
eneray tarlk· (Uj) emit a vapor cloud di rec tq above 1 t after being fired on, thor:>b, 
giving the i ndication that it had bae.n hi t 1 but this T-54 then engaged and dee t rqv · 
ttro M41A~ with J rounds • 



-.. 

Commrots of 1st Amor1=.:d .5d ~~e-1 s -Smior Advisor 

Ui:.'ll::P.Al - Specific c!:::.t.es md circumstance::s of all actions oi.' the 20th Tank R1::1gi­
ine~ tare difficult t;..:) reconst~1ct becali.5e all logs and other records we:-e lost, 
during the wi.t!·,dra\.ld from Quang Tri l tc 2 M,v 1972. The 20th T=mk R.egirr.ent com­
plctP.d i t.'3 quaU ficat.~on AtT ou 29 March 1972 • 6ecause of t~e det.¢ •;r•atir.g tac­
tical situation in northerh .).u~f: Tri Pro,rince, .1.-. was 1.:01n:rtit~ed to combat ')f: l 
April 19'/2 near ton:~ !1a; RVN. The 1st Annor Eri.gad2 was deployed to tne Dong !-Ia 
area at lhliJ hours, 2 April, to assume command r,f all un.i. ts in that .;1.rea. :<'r.:,rn 
that time until 2e April., the 20th Taruc Regiment rE>.mained under ti1e operational 
control of let Anr.oroo Brigade. 

TACTIC.S - Throughout the entire period tactics were dictated by a r~.-.. .-:tion to enemy 
acti vl L ·.?5, rather . thar. by a_cgrcssi ve offensive act..i ons on the pa::-t cf AHVN ?orces 
in tf1c:, area.· Th!3 2Cth Ta.,k was used almost e.x:clusi vely in a static aei'ensi ve role 
occupyini.: st.rone points and providing a company sized reserve for the 3d ARVN 1i v­
isj.on. The tanks we:-o generally e.i;tploye:i with infantry and positicr,~ on the re­
verse slope of hills in hull defilade poni ti.ons whore they could ES1gage the ene:ey 

"-... when he at.tacked_. \·Jhere possible, enbineer eqnipment was used tc ~;,1.~rove these 
"-tani~ pos:i tions. Principal successes of the 201-.h 7ank can be largely attributed 

to poor tac ti cs 9:n;:,lcye::i by the enemy, as weU as to· excellent gunnery of 20th 
T&nk: crews. It is :~:.enificant to note that a major portion of th--~ trainin6 tiJr.e 
durine .formation of the rcgime.nt was devoted to gunnery. The NVA •◄'orces r.o:mally 
preceded their at.tacks by an arti.l)ery preparation utilizing 130mm gung, 122m.-:, 
guns, 122lr.m rot!kets, and n:ortar fire. They .!'ailed to follow up t:w:;e preprtraticms 
(l\liCk'.cy an:i there we1-e son1etimes pauses 01· 30 minutes or rnore before groun:1 att.ac~s 
wart' in:i.ti.-1.t...:d. ''rt.a enemy habitually failed to utilize his '!'-::,4 tanks in rr.as::.. 
They att?..ckod in groups of two or thr-ee and often approached the ~·~ endly posi t.:i on:1 
in columns. In en•~ case., ::?.:i.ght T-5L,s were des troy <;d, 0:1:.; after another, c..s they 
came down hi 5hwa,r · .. ,).,..9 in column. Th-a oou.,zy" also had a tendency to roove al;ri6 
ri dgeline:3 whe!'t1 they presented easy tar~ets. NVA inf an tr; l'olloweo thei. r t;:i~s 
and wer~! usually not close enough to be mutually supportir:f;. .:1H?J'Tty ,::unnP.?)' t.ech­
n.i '1ues were 7ery pocT and inaccurate. No MhoAJ ta.d, was ever, hit by a . l (iO::;m tank 
eun of the enemy. 1 :1...- 20th Tank claimed destroyin=; 29 ~-~4 ;u1d 6 PT-76 ta~.~:3. 
I do .not believe t -he~ .:; claims are exaggerated basoo on :i:ersonal obs,.lrvati on of 
de$ trey od tan.lr.s. A 1,,1,jori ty of t:1e ena.:·~- tanks f::.,; <lest;l'Oi oo by :~:~ ,, ·.'.'-': a:.:!!;lJ!'l j -

, tJc,11 at. :i.InF~e.": vc:1:""~'~t.;: from ~00 to ~.:.;oo me.em ..... The enecy's most e! f' E_;~~~~': . .. ·?a­
nor,s aeainst tre h !~t A_, ""'ere B-40 .'mu B-1.!l :.ocr.et launchers, &nd AT-J ~ ·,JLrl',t'. w.1.1'al­

~tl.i(l,:, _; missiJe:.; f'ii•ed fro,.i grc.r~nd. rnowts. 'i.-ie::ause of ·~c po:;::.tioning of :-LLoA.1s 
W(;JJ foz--,.:ar.d in o ,~f!•~12.iv~! pc:!>it:ions, th .~:-,.-_wc;-:-e par~,jculc:·.r2.y ,r..i~_nc~,J ... le w s:,~.; ::l 
tca:'\S utiJiz:·. n ·:· t:.c;.;e ;.,:;a, or,s. Infantry ; ~i,,,j din?, loc&l secuM.ty cc.,;.1ld r.ct.. r.e 
dep ,.nded 011 io M.: :. ,• r ·.::: ::: tJ-,b th:"t,~t, p3.r!,iC'lli:i.=-Jy ·iurin!; 3.rtillery ar.tacks. I n 
spita oi.' -:0nr;t. ~J , t :,ct·ri ,:c~ t.c. ;T,1)ve trw Fu3 <", ,1s to d.iffer~t, ;•ositior:s du~ri. ,: r.1:,~.ey 
ccnt<t~t., t:H~ VE.' !J.•.:le..:, · .• eN: rinr~_;.l) J:}· ,<L:p,.:, in one fix£-ci D Gf:.:.. :.icn. :C-Jhen \-,~ :-•,; - ~l, idcd 

"'- mi~$~ ;:!S ;.. :1re 'J:, ,· :J on ·-in -::!. ar.'ter ?: A.pr. l t.:1:.: crews s cerr.ec fascinat,::: -j by rn e,. r i'lil:: t 
ai: r1 .,..l)1 . J.J ::;ten:; -:tt t.r:e::::, rather th i.;1 f.i ri:, ,_; at :.ho readi):,r ld,mt::.fj_aLle r i r:n:?, 

-., .. , ; 



position or quickly moving the vehicle. This technique does work eff-3cti vely. 
While accompanying another unit which wa.s engaged by AT-) SAGGErls no vehicle was 
hit, although I person~ observed three fired. !_he missiles ww_~~~~ 
~idly_ movin~;,__~~.!~f ~~~---~.~r!.~fi.i..P..!.M~.;~~O, -t".in8...at.-tne..aQUl.'_C,~ .• The-eneicy 
usuhny firea the missiles at a range of about 1500 maters. When the 20th Tank 
was forced to abandon 1 ts defensive posi t:1.ons an 27 and 28 April, they did not 
delay in a coordinated m~er and hence lost vehicles when it was unnecessary. 
During the final wi too.raw al on 1-2 M~, when all vehicles were lost, 11 ttle or 
no attenpt was ma.de to evacuate vehicles when they became stuck. A breakdown in 
leadership and complete panic has rendered the unit completely ineffective by this 
time. 

L&AD~HS.1-!1P - The troop camnanders and platoon leaders of the 20th Ta.'lk were well 
trained when the operation began oo 1 April. Unfortunately the troop commanders 
seemed to feel they were better qualified than the regimental commander and often 
failed to respond to his direction. The regimental commander failed to check his 
uni ts, as any good commander should, and as a result rarely knew their true status. 
The execut:1. ve officer of the regiment was habi tual]y used as an operations assist­
ant, rather than to supervise logistics, maintaiance, and the other areas no:nnally 
handled by an int;ii vi.dual in his position. Leadership eventually broke down in 
the unit because of heavy losses among officers and NCOs. These losses were part­
icularly heavy among officers and NCOs at the troop level. There were no replace-
inents for these key ind.i vi duals. · 

MAINTENANC!!; - This area was the greatest weakness of the 20th Tank throughout the 
period. The unit was short trained mechanics · and nonnall.y did not even attempt 
to perform that maintenance of which they were capable. acept for very minor 
or1'.anizational maintenance functions, all vehicles requiri~ either organizational 
or higher level support were evacuated to the direct support ordnance company for 
ropai r. This placed an extremely heavy workload on the d.i. rect suiJport cor.-,pany. 
In rn.,v opinion the direct !.iupport company perfonned. an excellent job '.l.Ilder the cir­
cumstances. Appro,cimatel,y one-third of the vehicles assigned to the unj +, were 
normally deadlined. I feel this rate would have been much higher if the ve.l-i.icles 
had been n.mn.ini; mo.-e instead of being kept in static positions. The p!'incipal 
cause of poor maintenance was a lack of anphasia in this critical area from tile 
rE:gimen tal commander dcwn to platoon leaders. Constant prodding by advisors at 
al) levels did elicit sane interest in this area after several weeks of the o-p­
era ti on had passed. 

LSSSONS Li::,".. !~ i::D - The Z.\48AJ tank is more than a match for the T-54 tank. The p:-in­
cipal advantz;;e is in the superior fire control of the M48A3. 20th ~an:< crews 

\
. often achleved first or second ro~d hi u; or. T-54s at ranges up to 15CC mP.te!'s, 

while the T-54s s 8emr!d to be tryint: to brackE,t th~ M48A)s. The rate o.:.· fire of 
tho T-54s was vsr; slow compa red to th-'lt. of the Y48AJs which also co:-: 1Jributed to 
succ (~s. The <.:ne:1ny tactics were very ;-.oor and rarely were their J.rtill t r,r, tc,.11.Y., 
and inf.in try uni ts m; .-d in a coord.i.r..2. t,e,:1 rr.ann~:· . Leade rship is the key to suc.,:e!Js 
il! .1 unit and when it, breaks dm..n, eve.n .i we :i l trained unit, such as the 20th Tank 



was initially, will falter. There must be a _trained group of replacements irrmad­
iately available when a unit suffers heavy casualties. There were no replacar.ente 
for the 20th Tanlc and constant a.ttri ti.on eventually destroyed their leadership 
bare. A tank battalion should be used in an of'fensi ve role or mobile reserve role 
rather than primarily in a static defense role.. The latter causes excessive losses 
to infantry anti-tank forces and eventually reilders the unit incapable of perform­
ing tho offensive role for which it is ideally suited. ?ire and movement is still 
tho koy to success and Ilnl.S t be utilized to gain maximum ef f ecti venes s/ from a tank 
battalion. In retrospect, the 20th Tank Regiment fought very well ini. ti.ally, al­
though assigned a mission not suited to its mobile capabilicy. The unit eventually 
was destroyed as a con!bat effective force because of a breakdown in leadership. 
Tn,e loss of smaD unit leaders .from troop level down pl~ed a significant role 
in the breakdown. 

W"1S WA3NER 
LTC, Ar.nor 
SA, I Amor Bde 
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M~ORANDUM ~'O.R R.t!;CO:ID - 16 Mq 72 

SUBJ cC'l': 20th Tank Squadron 

1. The 20th Taruc Squadron received it• s mission order ( 0800 1 April 72) to deploy 
to the northwest of Dong Ha-' and relieve pressure at Cam Lo District/Headquarters. 
The 20th Taruc Squadron's ·movement order was unclear and thus the movement along 
N atiooal Route ~ #1. was very disorganized and coni'used. The unit crossed j ts 
"SP'' at 1100 hours and then just north of Quang Tri Combat Base (Ai 'I'u-), the en­
tire column halted and remained in a static position for approximately l½ hours. 
Tl}e lead elements final].}' arrived in Dor;g Ha and headed west aloni.; QL #9 toward 
Cam Lo District Headquarters. The entire movement was restricted to travel along 
the high-w~. Al though a column movement could be coosidered the most desireable 
fol'ffl8:t1on, under the conditions that speed was of esswce, the 20th moved with 
extreme caution and at. a very slow rate of speed. Very light s."llall arms fire was 
received. fran the north bank of tho river as the unit proc.eeded west toward Carn 
Lo. There was no tl1 reat., however the forward progression was delayed for abol.4t 
2 hours. At one- point along QL #9 an M48A3 threw a track which caused an unneces­
sary del.J¥. The· initial plan presented to the 20th Tank Squadron required that 
they move in and occupy the area surroundjng Cam Lo District Headquarters .by 1400 
hours 1 April 72. /i,s a result of th~ many delcii,'s in movement, the 20th's lead 
cloments didn't reach its RP until approximately 1800 hours. At this time they 
reported that C.:u:t Lo village was hurtling so badly that passa5e through was irorios­
sible. Tho squadron commander then ·occupied an NDP about 2000 meters southeast 
of Cam Lo. I 

LESSCtl S UA~i W: 

! 

a. The oporations order must be concise but not at the sacrifice of clarity. 
All personrn1l must be kept info.rm<ri and be made aware of the changing situation. 

i 
b. When ::ioving in column, tl 3 unit must move rapidly to take advantage of 

its mobility and thus provide the ,element of surprise. 
I 
I 

c. Small anus fire should 1/:Jver halt a tank column. When receiving small 
anns resistance, the enemy shoul:' be m gaged. by the tanlcs while moving. 

I 

d. Unlos s speed is tha p1lmary factor oi concern, alternate roc:.es o i.' rr.arch 
should be !'Ieloci,ed t.hus attempt\.ng to avoi_d tho use oi na tional rO\.:te.s whem pos-
sible. 1 

\ 

2. On the 2nd of Ap rl) th~ NV.4 { were o't;,se.rved mov:i.nf. tanks south alon~ 'J).., #1 t o-,1-
ard Dong Ha. Th e 20t..h Tank Srr/.!dron i mil'lddiat.ley nrew up a plan to es t ablish a 
brici1; t;he ,..cl on t h t, no .cth side o / t he c,: ~ Vie t ;ti var a.J.ong QL #1 with one tank troop 
nnd on 0 comp3:1 y of the .3d Bat1tiJ.ior., 25d th Ma~"ine ~!rig~io RVN. Once the oridge­
head in~ e-=,tab li::ih(,'?! tJi.e. nex . µr:as~ ;,.• as t o rapid ly launch a counteratt :J.ck to the 
nort.h by pass.ine a like size lemi>.nt t b ro ut:l. the bri.dgetiead. D1Je to very poor 

! 



cor.J1ur..icati ons, t his ;1lar, was approveJ -to.:i -iate. Th~ onl_·t al teIT. a ti. ve lef t :it 
tru.s time was fer the tanks ani marines to d.e:'e.nd or: the sc .... t.l: t an.I.: 01 t::e r.: ·:er 
at the bridfe. One tr,:iop or tanks and ::..;o comp.1nies of marir ;es o~cu!)ieli Lon;; i-ict 
.t;ity and astablisheo a defensi ve po~i ti.on. Anotbar troop of tanks oG:::..;;:i::.. ed t.~f' 
hieh grcimd southwast of Done Ha lolhere tne/ could o·cser1e ~ #1 north o!.· the Cua 
Viet ili var and t hus ai ;-:age t.he enemy tanks at a rani,;e of 320~i m~terc..i. Tht? r--:.>:nhlr.­
ing tank troop w.:13 ::: laGed /in a reserve blockiug posi ti L-r. ju~ t :;ou tin o!" :Jong Ha 
Combat .Aase. 1'hese· nosi tions remained relat.i vel_y- static from 2-c Ap ri l 72 • 

a. Col"Jnunicatio!1S are essen~.iai to the succros of a.'lY ,;i var operr: tion. Th e 
Vi.etnc'.Ullcse must establjsh a more 3ound corr.municat.ions net. Throughou L the f irst 
b days most radio com.11unicaticn between the 20th Taruc .3 1uadron anc hi ~!:er h ead­
quarters was, e ... ,fected throu5h the use of the advisor• s radio. 

b. Th\l j n.U.:ial plan for establishment of the bridgehead north of the river 
nf:,peared to bf! quite sound fundamentally. Lacie of· ageressi veness prev:.;nted .::. :n­
plementation o:· .the ~,lan. 

c. Cnc:e the front was stabili zd and the NVA were .3toroed norti, u :..' t :1e r l ver, 
the ,20th Tank Squadron should have been relieved i~ Dong Ha. They s nc~ild have 
boon pulled t :..1 t.1-i e rear where they could havs perfo:nnP.d c rew mai ntenc.tJ1co a'ld t.h~n 
assigned lirrJ t.ed ob.) ecti ve Ddssi ons daily, sweeping areas t,o the wes t .;.nd 1:cr i:h 
o .i.' Ai Tu. 

d. 
1!a, the 
the use 

Dur i. nr, tho occupation of the"i r static defensive posi t ion v:i c ir!i ty of Dong 
troc•; >s morale steadily decreased. This posi ti.on, f'urthennore , Ji m"i ~.ed 
of armor's assets, i.e. firepower, mobility, anct shock action. 

e. Addi tion :-d J.y , laci< of aggr~ssi ve leadc:rship anci. S'...pervisiui1 b_v tile co.:1..­
m,mdor increa ::;cJ the problems o:' trocp morale ,u1d des.?:-Ll.on. Thi ~ sta tem~ t w .... s 
r;otP.d t h !·CJu [:h th e re] 1-1et.1ncc of the squadron con:mand e r lo vis j t b.i.w1-00t1 l oca.­
Lions. He furw, e r f a j lcJ to keep the troops infornied o~ the enemy..-- f ri endJ.:,r 
situation. !.lll.!"::.. n i: t he f i :~t 3 d~ys, the, onJ.y noted f ri endly situati on was that 
all forct) s w~r B \>.'".i tiidrm.'i n h through -:he 20th positions. :.-Ii. th this act.i cn .:.ir.d no 
illi'0?":11:ati rm ;, :-odd ~-1 t.,:: ta c::: 7- 1'-'0:,s O!rn :rJ.6ht ;fell a ,3e ,1.m~ th.r , he h ::i.5 l.. t::,:m l .:i.' ~ 

:L'3 t.h n so:;c r.;u rvi'ri n v, ~ er,,ent ~ d-=-- f~:1d t.i1;i t are:.i. • . Thi ~ ... i J.l undouL:..,,.,1:lJ, pla:: 
an im;Jorta.nt r-::>le in t:1tJ ef ~f3c; t i v~.n~ss of & 1y organiz. a t"i r;n. 

J ~ -1 ~:s Sc-iO~K 
}~ .:.J ~ Anno?· 
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Acti·li.tie3 of 20th Tank 2.egimmt, 8 April - 2 May (us-1 m.:>.p sheets 62!.l2 rv·, 6242 
III, 6241 IV, 62h2 II, 6241 I, all series L 7014}. 

The journal o~ d~ to d.J.Y activities of the VN 20th Tanlc Regt w.35 dest.r-)~·,xi 
during th~ wi thd.ra;,,al t'ran ~ang Tri. The following cor:unc:nts are l'rom memory and 
should not be caruider,.Ji to be exact. · 

I 

I 

/ 

8 Aor - I joined th? 20th Tank Regt @ about 1700 hours, at the GP loc.~ted @ YD 
209~5"4. The Regt had an AO bounded ~ east by QL l, · on the south by the 'Jinh :,hu:>c 
Ri vor, on the nor~ by the Huen Giang River and on vest by a line joird.nr, Y'0 l9559C 
& YD 214542. 1st Troop was occuP'Jing a strong point fran YD 195590 to 20?Sya. 
The troop was deplqved by platoons ~ was suppor.,ed by a Bn (-) of Inf. The 2nd 
Trp was movdd fro:n Dong Ha ( YD 2461) to Quan~ Tri Com:,at 3ase ( Ai Tu) &: wa.s given 
the mi.ssion of Ani1or Rd~ reserve. The third troop was occupying a strong point 
vi cini cy YD 220565. The troop was supported by a 3n of Inf. 

9 APr - At dawn the NVA launched heavy ground attacks of tcnks supri orted by inf 
& arti. llery. The ls t T.roop destroyed. 8 T-54.s on the road from YD 192590 to l?.0588. 
The 2nd Troop 1o1a.s corr.mi tted from reserve to support the 147th Marine 3rigade vie 
YD 2952. It destroyo:i 5 T-54.s and captured one (1). The thiro troop destroyed 
3 T-54s and captured one ( 1). The 20th h3d 3 or 4 taiks hl t by B-40s, one -..hi.ch 
was totally destroyed. Those not des troy ed. -were ev~cuated to Regt mainten-mce 
area located vie Qua.'1g Tri Gombat Base (Ai Tu). The t~VA withdrew by late afteI'­
noon. The 2nd Troop remained opcon to the 147th Marine Bcis. 

10_-15 . Apr - !Tu r'Ln"'. d~,rl.i.gh'!. hours the Regt' 1 HQ tank section was posi tione.j \:ii 0~6 
Ha to pruv-idc the :r:if .lh located there w/t~ support.. At dusk the-,t returned to 
the Re~t• l Cr for 0P ~ocuri t:r. The 2nd Trp remained opcon to the 147th Mari:,e 
Bde. It also :--,rov.i.ded 3 tanks to the Annor Bd.ti HQ for secnri ty. The l::;t -<..: 3r:i 
troops I'C1Tl3.ina, , i.n these strong pts w/their inf support. 

16 Apr - In the AM Armor i~dc issued an att~ck order - the 17th Cav, -4th R.a.l'lger 
Group, & Sth P.;mg~r t,ro:..ip were to clear zones extending west from :!L 1. Th:o: 20th 
Tank Hogt ua.5 f;i ven t he mission· of Armor Bde resarve. ~Iowever, each troop was to 
remain in its stron,; rioint position unt.il the attackin,:; units passed throug~ them. 
A !lci;'t' 1 siz-3 contuc~. wa.s made by 5th ]anger CiI"!)/20th · T:1.nk _;p sacuri ty :orce.c, vie 
YD 2356 ~S.,o hrs. Additional ~r:i.endly inf forces were cmn.r:ri.t~ed as t"!e intimsity 
of the battle inc:re:,Jsed. The 3/20th :-tegt HQ ~action tanks wore employed in a sup­
port by fire role. At dusk the enenv fo!'Cc broke cont.act. 

17-1~3.E..£ - Ac t:.vi ty was much the same, iri that con '...act was reini tiaterl each C.3._r 
& b roke.n @ n.i. te. 

19 Apr - ~u fu:-Lh8!' .:;.:..::nificant av~:n_y ,<-;~t,act mad-3 '.G..C YD 23~~6 . The 2nd Tr9 mcv~:i 
f rcr.r. 3p~on l)47t.r1 I·iari.n o f!dc to occt;.py s ::.ror.,:: pt held :,y 1st '!'rp. The l;:;t Tr:·) i( OOS 

opcon to 1!~7th lfari I '. '~ &I.e. The 3 ta,1Ks of 2nd Tr;-.J providir,~ secnri i:,· :.\.•r Ar::-.or 
Bdc i_;(·ccm~-\ni\3 w/t.:1:it mi.ss~.on. 



20-21...._.~ - ~erzy c.:>ntinues probing attacks - no significant enemy task !J.Cti vi t.r -
Troops continue to be sniped @ by &-40 teams. 

23 Ae_r - 2nd Tr;-J rec,ri ves increased eround attacks. mentr employs anti-tank wire­
eu.i ded nti.!J.)ile for first time against 2~)th Tank Regt. Two tanks recei v-c minor 
danu1go ( M1.ssile subsequently, identi fiP.d as AT-3 SAwiR). 

/ 

23-2:; Aor - Ground probes increa.sd in intensi-cy. The empl:>yment of wire-guided 
missiles also increases. ~emy rs-40 tca.-rns remain aoti ve. All stron~ pts remain 
occupied. 

27 _.A£! - Rogt CP & 3rd Troop recei vt:rl heavy incalling starting @ dawn. At 0900 hrs 
all officers of .3rd Troo.ri had boen killed or wounded. The troop wi t.hd.:-aws back 
t,o QL l vie Regt' 1 C? . Three of its tanks were destroyed by e!l':?ll\Y wire-luided. 
missiles prior, to withdrawal. The troop was subject to ground attack cor.-1.-nencing 
short.1.y after da1m. At this pt of .:i. thdrawal, 3rd Troop had 6 tanks operational. 
Rc~t XO rallied 2 tanb, of Jrd Trp ~- joi':'led them w/3 tanlcs of regt tank sectioo. 
He 1'1oved t~1ese S tank:1 bl3.Ck to pl of contact vie YD 270575. In the meantime, the 
Int Hn locatoo. w/Jrd Tr::> began to withdraw to ~ 1. The 5 tanks unde:r the control 
or the XO supported by some inf were able by m.idaftemoon to cause the enemy to 
brn'-l~ contact. There were 5 T-54s destroyed. The 2nd Trp received artillery fire, 
wl.ru-i-:uid~ rn.issiles, ?, Jight ground probes during tile d.zy. Because of the exten-

' si ve ener.t,r act i vi cy to the east & south of 2nd Trp, it wa.s ordered to conduct a 
"liGht rnovooicnt to link up w/an Inf Dn located@ Dong Ha Combat Base (Y'J 245598). 

ho troop lost 3 tanks to en8IJ\Y fire durin:: this night movement. Upon arriving 
at the cornbnt has~ it wa.s discover&J the friend..ly forces had withdrawn & the base . 
occupi,:ld by NVA elements. The 3rd Trp continued fighting through the base & ter­
minated its movement @ Ragt CP, vie YD 26~584. The lat Trp ranai.noo. opcon to the 
lu'/th !-!a.rino Ede. 

28 Ar.._r - The Rcg;t now had at least 18 tanks operational.. The 2nd Trp was gi van 
the mission ~ first lite to secure a bridge on QI, 1 about 4-5 kilometers south 
of the Hegt CP. ':'he four tanks .from Jrd Tr-;, which did not mo·,e back to their ?()S­
i tior. w/the XU on 27 Apr were no~-1 posi tion '3d in the Ragt 1 l C? area. At 08 30 t.l-ie 
Ci:' began to receive a tank/inf ground attack initiated. fra:1 Dong P.a Co,ri ,a t Bac;e. 
Tho i-<1.3 ;,:.t' l XO w/hi s five tank8 returns t..o the C? location to assist in stop.ri ng 
this attack. 6 '1'-54s a.re destroyed. No friendly tanks ara hit. Armor Dcie :::J 
-who was lo-::at9d ~ Reg t •:P orders Hect to wi t:1d:-aw south. In the late afternoon 
20th Tank wa.s made or con to lu7th Marine Bde. The 1L.7th Bde was given ci. -3fensi ve 
mi:rnion north o .. ' ~anc Tri River. All otirnr frie:idly unit., moved S:)uth of -~a.'lg 
Tri ili.ver. The three t.roops of 20th Tank wer1..: opcon t o th8 three { 3) bns o: lh7th 
Bde, Def8.'1.S:i.ve position'; were esta::)lisne:t alont pe1·.:..::1et.e!" of combat base, cen t.er 
coo1Yiinat,~ boin t~ YD 315:.l• The !~ .~t.'l mo:;-tar. plt did not mak~ i .t to this defe.'13:i.ve 
position for a brid~~ e along the :ro:.itn was bla:,--; . , I~ w:15 unable to ford the rive:-. 
gvcnin~: of: 2G Apri l t.'rie enerrrr attemµt- ~.i. to i~ol:lte unit l)y cutting final bridge 
into ~anr, Tri, but was repulsed. 
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?2_ Apr - ~)'}sny action limited to heav-.r arcy at.tacks & light probing action. 

~ Apr - In AM TAC AI.R stops tank/in!' attack fl'OJ!l no!"thw'33t. Or-ier receivo-J ~ 
1,00 to move south (If Qu~g Tri River and establish defense of Q'I' City. Ibth 
bridges aeroos rive.:- lnd been dostroyed. 16 o.C 18 tanks for:ied ri vur 1 krr, north 
of brldces. Ou;~ wao de::; troyed by mine -:md tJ1e other by !'tt fire. )I'he 3 trocps 
rE.'mainad opcon to the 3 bris of 147th Bde. At 22.30, a."l icJ.' ground attack p.:met­
ratcd the souther:1 defmses of the ci tif • By 2345 the attackers we.:-e repalled. 

l Maz - @ 1200 zv~cei vaci order to evacuate Quang Tr.i. City. 147th Bde &· 20th TarJ< 
wore to move c::-oos-country east of old '~ 1, cross tha Nhung River @ bridge on 
ol,::i ~L 1 (YD 38W), continue southeast between old & new JL 1 & pass t.hrough fri­
endly troops holding the QI, 1 bridge over the ?-tY Chanh River ~ YJ 4640. 'foe traf­
ricabili t;y of the croas-countr-J route was ex:tr001ely dif.ficul t for -t .. he Mh6s. Rice 
paddies, cans.ls, & rivers all caused di 1'f.i cul ti es. Six l14i3s we re lost in •,he vi c 
YD 378493, four to enemy B-lt)/;H & two on unsuccessful attempt to foro me ri VP,r. 
Pour ot:ier tanks weN not recovered from their unsuccesst'ul effort to fol'i river 
@ YD 375511. The Regt closad into its night position ( YD 407473) w/6 tanks re­
main:i.ng. 

2 M:i.y - Th"! unit cUd not move out @ - first J.,i te as planned. @ 0715 the U.'li t bega..'1 
rec•~ivinG sm.ill arms. firEi from NW. Shortly after that, it began to !'eceive a 
he:;.V'J volurn,; o~· small anns fire from the vie of Hai Long to the east. Une PT-76 
also arnoared fro.n tree line to the ea..qt. This caused extreme confU.'3ion amon~ 
all uni tn loca ',od in the area. Mo::;t commanders were unable to cont!'Ol their u.:1 ~ ts. 
Thn r~s~l t W!l.S a lar:_;e mass of vehicles & personnel moving inde~je..,d-:Jntly tr) avu::..rl 
ent3T1.Y contact. ·~he 20th Tank vehicle on which I was riding hecane sep.:iratod irom 
the ~ogt. Uµan retumlng to fr:l.endly lines, I discovered that nrme of t.ha 6 ro­
maJ ninc Mh6s mado it to the My Chanh. It is believed ·that all six were casualt', es 
of the torrain. 

Addi tJ onal Co.wnen ts: 

The D/.L R;1te avara;,;oo. at least 16 vehicles any ~ ven day. l:>-40% of t.hes~ wsre 
duo to co:nbat datnaGC• The Regt' l Miaintenance operation appe3.red to become less 
efr'ecti ve as t.i me went on. The D.S;. Ord Bn was handlin.; almost all maintenance 
rroblems. \ 

Of nee rs from Hegt' 1 CO to pl t ldrs / in t:1c field did not take an active role in 
checkinr,; or s:iperv-lsine maintenance{ in th~ field. 

:<'requen Uy t,:i;iY.S ;·: .:n •' ,rn11ld be po.:li tionc-d tor;eth8r, but unity of conn~nd woul1i 
not be e>-Stabl.i.shnd . ".' :10 exception / c ::vr. =: wlJen 20th Te.nk work~d under JJ47th Mar.i.n(; 
Bde. , 
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'!'he tanks :.rnrc En '.": lo~.·ad on stron~ pts, with infantry unahl~ to provici-3 ad~ iuate 
close-in nrotection. This lead to continuous snipin,; by .2-~Q & wire-6ui :: -~-j ;n.;..3 -

s.i les. Tanks should have boEl'l e:npl.:,yad in t."le true mobile I"P-.5arva rule. 

The otte:nsi ve capai ril ities of the tanks we:-t! nev:er uti lized. Shock action "~ 
non-axist.ent. !!...'ie-.m:: anuor , offered no S'3ri. . .:,us threat to t."la M48s. / T:-:ey Jene!'tl.l,y 
attack~d in piac~eal. fashion, in i;roups of 2-3, and a?pearad to lack ~ gres-s :_ ve­
ness. 20th negt t:111lcs neilected to take action :i.n response to wire-guid:3d mis­
siles. The tar-;et tan.ks should have taxen evasive action by movement, with fellCM 
tanks providing fire on t.he launching loca-.:.i.on. This location was easily discem­
able after tha missile was fired. 

MICEASL HATGHii;R 
MAJ, A.!'f'lor 
SA, 20th Taruc Regiment 
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