
----------- - -
BIOGRAPHIC / SITE REPORT AS OF 02 OCT 1986 

REFNO; 1717-0-04 ACCNO 561 7 
NAME; NELSON DAVID LINDFORD 

************ BIOGRAPHIC SECTION *********** * 
STATUS ; CN) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED 
DATE STATUS ASSIGNED; 13 MAY 71 

SERVICE ARMY SEX MALE DEN RECORD YES 
GRADE 03 HAIR BROWN DEN XRAY YES 
SSAN  EYES HAZEL DD1300 YES 
SEBIAI NO Q5fl~ 22fl 3 l::lEIGl::lI ZQ JN 
BIRTH DATE 10 NOV 43 WEIGHT ·143 LBS 64 , 7 KILOS DIA FILE NO # 

PERS AUTH NO $ 

BLOOD CHIT NO $ 

CREAT DATE 12 NOV 71 COMPLEXION l* 
DUTY POS ACFT CDR BLOOD TYPE # # 

!I ASG□ CO C 
PW CAMP $ 

RPD 2 

INCIDENT LOCATION 

SITE NUMBER 

UTM 
COUNTRY 
Ml Ll TARY REGION 
PROV 
MISSION DATE 

A001 01 MAR 76 01 

001 01 MAR 76 02 

IIAOO 1 01 MAR 76 03 

001 01 MAR 76 04 

001 01 Mf\R 76 05 

l 58Il::l A'.ILN BN ]Q],s- ·-·· __ ,. --· ............. , ...... ._ _ _. _ _.._.A .. ,_. 
I ABN □ I Y REI I GI ON IJBOifSIANI WEAPON IYPE # --1 

HOME STATE 1.JASH I NG TON 
GRAVE CORR 3 

WEAPON SERIAL # i 
*************** SITE SECTION ************** 

*** SITE DATA*** *** VEHICLE DATA *** 

1717-0-00 SITE TYPE CRASH SITE MISSION NAME COMBAT 
AIEGOffl:'. 2 CAI I SIGN 

XD4 25405 
LAOS 

NUMBER MIS/BNR 
NUMBER RECOVERED 

04 
00 

CRASH TYPE A 
VEHICLE TYPE UHlH 

3 NUMBER POS ID 00 YEAR 67 
BC SEABCl:I N SEBIAI lZ 

05 MAR 71 JCRC INSPECTION NO ACCY 
OTHER INSPECTION NO SVC AR 
WITNESS STATEMENT YES ENGINE TYPE T53 
BCABO ACII CN vc:-c, 1 SEBI Al # 

CU) ON 5 MARCH 1971 SP4 JOEL C, HATLEY, CREWCHIEF, WOl RALPH A. MOREIRA JR ,, PILOT , SP4 MICHAELE . KI NG, 
GUNNER AND CPT DAVID L . NELSON, AIRCRAFT COMMANDER, WERE THE CREW OF A UH1H HELICOPTER, (#6 7 17341 ) , IN A 

I 

CRASHED IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES CGC) XO 425 405 IN LAOS, WHILE ON THE FINAL APPROACH TO LANDI NG 
ZONE SOPHIA AT CGC) XD 340 400, THE AIRCRAFT WAS UNABLE TO MAKE A TURN SOUTH AND WAS FORCED TO FLY FURTHE R 
WEST THAN DESIRED . 

AT ABOUT THE TIME HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN MAKING HIS FINAL TURN, CPT NELSON MADE A RADIOED TRANSMISSION THAT HIS 
AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN HIT IN THE FUEL CELL AND THAT HIS GUNNER HAD BEEN WOUNDED IN THE HEAD, HE THEN SAID HE WAS 

OTHER HELICOPTERS HAD DISEMBARKED TROOPS AND WERE RETURNING TO FSB ALOVI, SOME CREWMEN STATED THAT THEY SAW 
AN AIRCRAFT, BELIEVED TO BE THAT OF CPT NELSON'S, BURST INTO FLAMES , CRASH AND EXPLODE . 

AS SOON AS THE BALL OF FLAME WAS OBSERVED, ATTEMPTS TO MAKE RADIO CONTACT WITH CPT NELSON WERE MADE, BUT NO 
ANSWER WAS RECEIVED. NO FORMAL AIR OR GROUND SEARCH WAS MADE BECAUSE OF ENEMY ANTI - AIRCRAFT F I RE AND GRO UND 
ACTIVITY IN THE AREA , C REF 1 ) 

CU) A REFUG~E REPORTED HE KNEW OF A NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT CRASHES IN THE ZEPONE AREA OF LAOS , THI S REPO RT 
POTENTIALLY CORRELATES TO REFNO 1717 CREF 2) 

CU)DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC , THE HOSTl~E THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSP ECT IONS 
OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE , THESE IND I VIDUALS ' NAMES AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TUR NED OVER TO THE 

SP4 HATLEY , W01 MOREIRA, Sf4 KING AND CfT NELSON ARE CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE PRES UMPTI VE STATUS OF DEAD, 
BODY NOT RECOVERED . 

Info Removed by the VNCA



,-./ 

2 SERIAL$ 

LAST KNOWN LOCATION SAME AS INCIDENT LOCATION 

i J 
~ lo f56- rurt,VtYctJ 2.'1 Ave, Pet:: foH18l~ ?:-xc-'fv~TJoN 

1111 




