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BY the end of March 197j, Openltiorl 'Homecoming' 
was over and 591 American pijsoners-of-war had 

returned home from North Vletnarh. Only nine came 
home from Lao~. and these lew ha,~ beon captured by 
the North Vietm,mese In Laos and ilesse<d on to Hsriol. 

With Americtl linally out of the war and President 
Nixon claiming that all POWs had tle13ri brought home, 
little thought was given to the a/r,lo$t IZ,500 men SUI/ 
missing In actioo. The only people '"ho still cared were 
the families arid lriends of tile M/As, and as the Nixon 
administration began to sink into tMe mire of Watergate 
little attention was paid to their pliithf. The lntelllgence 
community, namely the Central llltelligence Agency, 
the Defense lntl!lllgence Agency and rM Nations/ Secu­

rity Agericy, kef:Jt quiet. This was despite thel fact that the NSA I wM had monitored 
enemy radio tr11lfJc throughout the war, wlls aware that almost 300 men on Its /Isl of 
'cl!Jptured alive' pllots had not been repatriated. General EugEl-111 Tighe, the former 
head of the DIA, put the number of those who expecled to nltwrt, but did no/, to 
be arotlnd 400--500. 

At the time ol writing 2,413 men are :still missing. The m.ljority belong to ihe 
Air Force (899). followed by the Army (702), Navy (480), Ma~inel (289), civilians 
(~2) and Coast Guard (1 ). Over hall are believed to have bean 'killed in action -
remains not recovered'; the others are listed as 'prisoners of w'artm/ssing in action.' 

As the last O~ratlon Homecoming POW stepped on to American soil back In 
1973, he was uhaware that none of his comrades captured In Laos or Cambodia 
Had been released. To date, 549 are still lnissing in LBDs and 82 in Cambodia. The 
figure for Laos may be slightly higher, In view of the doubts exilressed recontly over 
the return of thirteen remains from one crllsll site. The ma/orit}1of those missing are 
llviators, and most were lost over terrlto1y controlled by the Vorth Vietnamese, In 
particular in thi! vicinity of the Ho Chi Mini, Trail. From the r&melning 1,782 man 
missing In Nolth and South Vietnam, thl, majority of the Army llnd Marinos MIA 
were ldst in the South and those from tho Navy and Air Forc,I In tile North. 

lett: Operation 'l'lomecomlng' - Captain An$huS, US 
Army, (right) wnh escort In March 1973 at 1/ahoi's Gia 
I.am Airport. (US Army) 
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