
Y•~• (,~:i~::~;; :,2~(, ~';gi/f IJ~Y~·{·,r~''•·B~~·~f t:;::>:~~J!~f ;f •~[Xf~:,.'i ,~K~~ 
·.- •.: --·.. JQ.·M.,.,v· .197.1 _- .. _t:.r·;;;;.•. 

. • >-.; . - . .! . r----:-•., 

/J!J< :: ·•. . . . . • - . • T - • • • • • • • ~;.::.,... 

-· .:· ~ - At ,approrimately .1718JOH hay 1971, a lF..-1H helicop:ter _of , C/1_58, 101st ! · _. --: -,~f:. "':' -'-
·-~ Airborne· Division ·piloted .by WO _David S. · Soyland .. a nd WO~Dale A. · Pearce \r·es :i<- -~-'-=:..._._~ 
·,- attempting to _·extract a -deployed element ·of . Task-Force One :.ft.dvisory -EJ.e.:nent · ·' •· · : . --;,;~. -~-d;i;-:-_ 

--~:- yhich- had ·been -in :contact -Yi th an .unknown si.z~ enemy _force~ -.A previous -at-_;._-,_;,: : :::'~-ir-"~: 
. . . . :~ tempt ·at extraction· had ·been unsuccessful due to the · large _.volume of eneey-·,::·--~ :-· ~::,.,.,:;_;>-X:.' 
~-.;i_~ ground · fire. After an air strike had been e!:lployed against the_eneny position, - . .._ ~, •' 
.-;:. :"· -- •• 0 .,_.JiO _§oyl~11~ and VO .Pearce flew their slcip into the landing zor!e · area at appro:d.- · • -· 
t· ~'.mately :·171845n ·l-~ :'-_-Sudc.enly, ~their' ship -,r"eered off, ·.crashed,"· end rolled ·,into a _;1 -;.~:~--~~ 
,.. ..:;.;~-deep··dfaw:·-:-At ·1719JOH){ay .. i _ rescue forc3 ·was -i.11serted _:~td>·link ~up with .:..the~:..&;- :::.~,_t,_.· w-~ 

. ' - • . . • ,:. 1'. 

'.;:,::- g:-ound ~element -_and 1;,o ~xtract the Q.o;med aircraft crew_ tiemb_ers. ~Due ·to _darlmess _-': :.::::~--~--,~· 
:_ 2.Ild en~'!!Y. n:ove:p.ent' . the i-escue force w"c'?.S utrable to. ·.move to either · the ground. : ... -~~-,--;"--.,. .: ,::l::-..;:,;: . 

. .. eler.2ent or .--the dm-med ·a1rcraft during · the _nig~t. . ' - · _· -:... - -· · ·-'- ... .- '...:::...: --~ -· .:. ~~-f~/~ 
At 180700H Eay the ~re·scue force was atten-pting to link · up when ·it was .,.:.::•--~ :..z..-

. :-• 1. --,, struck by suspected enemy B-40 rockets resulting in one friendly KIA a...'ld sev-. · 
- :·eral -serious ·}.rIA. Shortly ·thereafter, the original _grocnd foi:ce that been in ·· 
- ·· conte.ct was overrun :by enecy forces. Hobile· Le.i.:.--i.ch Tea.r:i 2 · Cthe .TF1.AZ elenent 
. __ co~~r_olling __ t~..e _ _.operation) extracted tte sur~vors cf ,the ground force enc.:- t.he :~ 
. "rescue=force·;·· : . -! · - •• - ...• - .,, . • -·. • :...o •• • ·--s · .. -..:,,._,_ .· , ·, .,.,.--;,_._-.. ·_;:, ·,;;:--.--,J., .... :. . ·-· •· ,--•. =;::-.c::::c::.:::::.;:,.:_,._~~•:, 

· . f Ai" ·1s1.245H Y:.sy, after tl'.ree air strikes, 1-J .. T-2. inserted a .. seccnd re~cue·.:·'=:_ 
-.. force which -s•.,fept through the e.xea of the cbntz.ct and crash. Although :z:-ecciving 
· sporaaic enemy fire, the second rescue force succeeded in extracting two ·sur­
vivors of tr.e aircraft crew (SP/5 Garr-/ E: Allgorn er.cl. SP/4 Harold E. Perker) 
and the bodies of three nembers of the ground forces. T'ne leader of the ·second 
rescue force 'later infcrr:.ed CO, . ELT-2 teat the:-~other body near ·· the doi-med 

· a.ii·craft but tr-at l:e was unable to recover it. · 

-~?~~ 
- ". ;,J ... .. ,;;; :-: .... ~. ;.: - ;., 

·-":"r. ":'-

~ . ~--­- .. ~ --: .. 
' ' - .. 

-- :· A FAC eircre.ft continued to fly over the c.rea of contact end crash until 
,"derkness without seeing any signs of life.·• On 19 Hay nur:1erous :search aircraft :~.-{-;~ 

, __ ._fle;f over the area but :reported no sign_s of life. On 20 1,iaY _the area or oper~ · -: - '. ·:;:;~·; 
: ::· at_io?~_,\ras .tu...'"l'led over· to. the ·_101 st ~Air9oi:ne __ J)ivi~ion ·..:~ :per·:request from ·the-/~<> ... - ~i-.:3·, 

. '.~ 10lst-~s6"~that ·the · divi-sion::resources ~could \Utili~es( -_to_ :~iarcfl<:>r :!Dis~_~ng·:E.;-~:f:%.::ii:· - -
__ ,. ··:~rsollilel.~ eJ;" ·:,~'·"'~-:-~:·,.,_,- ··:_?-·:. _.. :·. ·-_, . · ;.~' :.:~:.:.,7·s::·.-·," \~:,.:,:~r ft ~~(!:~'::--~~':-~:_ :_~.:.~.:·_;:,:--::&c.~~:,{~~i>- i- -,:;i:~~-
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