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tJn" Coy ·, w •· ·Reese ~-=--~-;-=.;.::··" ;. --~-~~~~.;;:~;_-~;-=.:_~~ :•~ ·~;-.. ~HE~F~L°i:.~wiNa"-,-;y1~~~~NT'.~u"N-~t:R·:. ~r,.~~ .. 
-:;:-•-~:,r::. -~~-~-~~-=~:;~~~:_:;_--~-'.~~;~ ~;:. ::-::::::: ~--.: ·-~~4~~~;::~~ ~ ;~-:-~;t~:;-u_.,;::::;~~Ji:~~~~;;~~--~~ ~[~:;,~~::~~~ x~-=~~:-:~~L-~~ ; 
~ 9_n -·1s;May). 971 ·.,RT~ : Krai t and HABU, "!9r~ ~ in~_er~ed" <:>~ ~a mi_s~io~ . to recov~~ ,_ t~e ;bodie_a::~.!---l 
·~.an~ , survivors qf RT_; Alaska. and the downed chopper. :About _20-40 i:neters·-,off · ~~ LZ .:J";,, ..... ~ 
-. we .::found the ·: bodies· of ~T _Dehnke ; -:: SP5 _·Hollingsworth",--:and . one ·scu ;" There ·t,;,as ·'D.o .-::.~ f 
·:-~sign -of -LT. Entrican·beipg ·wounded or whatever·. · From~~~this · locition--we~ irioved ~in-:a-":_:~,,~-iti' ~­
.. ·southea~t direction downhill where w~ ,found the downed helicopter ._lying ·upside . down _~~:. 
: .. ·uphill; <We .f~und -=piece.s of the choppar scattered for ·:_e.bout--?00 me~ers down the hill ,.=,~J. 

~. to -the -chopoer. -.-We .found ~:me crew me~ber in . the chopper ,still tli ve. He said his _ .. - _ :·; _ 
~-~nanie .. was._ Parker./J{e ·was shot in upoer left ._leg and bad a fracture -in .the .same ple.ce~:._:_:­
~-~:The medic _.moved down-:aiid ··started giving .hini'."~reatment~ -~ While :...the medic· was treating·1'?f 
:--. Pe.rker; - I was ~informed ·there· \ra.s ··e -body · approx. ":;,70 meters to · the west uphill. ·Several ~ 

people -had already -seen him and :when J: sa\.1 him, he was completely mutilated ...and it .::< .. · 
~· appeared that some of his limbs had been ripped ·off while falling through the trees~ ::·.:· __ · 

-. He ".l'as wearing a helicopter flight uniform. I could not see his rank or name tag • . He--.;., 
_ was buried in _heavy debris and it -would _have been almost i11lpossible for us to try to- · 

: get0_J1im ·9ut.-/ When-' the -·medic -had ... finished treating ·parker;· -we ' rr.o·.red •him approx ·lo : -·· 
·. -meters uphill where SGT HcGlothren took his sts.bo rig off and put it on· P~ker so he • · 

' .could be extracted. He went out on the first chopper on ladders and SGT McGlothren · . . 
·:-~·climped 1,h_e ladder to · get.:inside·, ·also -.~oing . out· on· the f'irst bird. We then ~~ · ··-:::_0,E 
· _ _-·extracted the rest _ of the terun. As :we were extracting, another member ·of the cre\l was·~:­
.,~_.swtted_:ilaviiig'~his ~,~hirt _·abo~t.:.?00 -~~ter )~~o~ -~h~_j.o~~d ~chopper ♦- ·I persona.J..ly: did-~c;;::~ • 
~;iiot-~see i.-;the--:.:tnside· .~of .~ihe ·-dowea·•chopper;;: how·ver_, ;_i i ivas :.brought :t,o c:'1ey_:;_a~~ntion ·;,!_,~:~: "" 
~ that· ill :the· medfcal ·supplies on · the :bird had been r~moved ·and-. Parker had ·no :-water ~~~\ ; 
. : -~-~r. _l!leans: to .~tre~t 'himself • . 0: (!, 11/1?., ~·~:_. ·,. _ _ : . _.,-_ · - · .. ·,> f~ -~ 
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M;~f~~~~~~7~;¼:~~- _:~ ~ j~~;:.~~1~~-~~~i~5y;;:~~°t~:~~ ~~~~~}.;:,;;~~~~7~;:~~0~:~",. 
Whfle -·engaged ·in- ·an operation :on 18 May : 1971, _ to .. -z:ecover the cr_ew of a do~ed -_·-=_/ , c:.~ ·;. -··~· 

_. helicopter and _:t>odies of an overrun Recon Team r; :.·.~/SGT __ ~enn_eth ·. w. Holmes, 236-: .. ~-:_:_- ,::·,T~ 
~.72-5927 , -· (at ~that -tizoo · 11_-of ._ RT: ~abu) obserye?- ~e _following:· ·:::---··--c··,-·-- .-· ·

0

· - - · ~ - --=71? 
The dolmed helicopter was laying on it's "nose" at the bottom of a steep ravine. ~---~­
The. tail boom'· ue.s . broken· off as were both the rotors. The recovery . team followed :-~..: -c. : _ ~ -· 

·· .-_the -sk14. ··_track~. of ·the _.~bird11, ~where it· has· slid down -the ravine -after hitting .the . -: -·-:-· 
...:ground4t --had.:lett .a .wide:: (approx .. 5 meters) __ trail of .. zr.a.sked :vegetation. end _broken . ~-- '~ - _ 

---;pieces -of-~the :bird vere -scattere_d :down ~this .. trail. __ (skids, _ .1/~Q -_ HG, maps, papers ~- -._ . '-! .'....; 
; :etc1~: We;:iocate9- :the . mutilated ~~dy:_,_pf one: creW!11a?l·. approx ·.60 meters-up the :slope -::-~ ~ 

·rrom the 'downed. bird .a few Ir.eters into -the undergrowth. His .. body was trapped by ··":--:-.0:=-__.~-
.. dead fall ·and we -cotildn' t ·extract him from the debris and · trees pinning hil!l without ~-"- -

~ iools: At·_ this time a live crewman (vith a broken leg and gun shot woun.d b leg) · 
-was ·round -.in -the helicopter it self. He -was the gun.'1er, ~ SP5 f.arker), ~peed was -

· inperative or this man could have died so we extracted him by_._ladder SGT HcGlothren 
gave· th_e _man hi~~Stabo· rig and · assisted the ·ma.ri out • . We could ._find. ·no sign . of ·the 
pilot. I believe the bo~ we found belonged to the Co-oilot. From the size of .. the 
individ;;r;-i;g;-Mdboott7r"''WOiua,..say'f)7ewasa"t-Teas-F'~O or 5'll. (Boot :size -· """ 

- ·e.pprox lOD).: The .st~aps·-an the right pilot's seat were·-tor.n .in tw.o o.nd the ·.armor .-<::b 
:..'.- shield _was _:torn _ off. The left pilot's .straps ".lere unfastened end his armor _ shield wi,.s ::·· 
,_;.pushed :::back~Tr.s: debris ; (machine gun, -Ill?-ps,· -.:e:tc. ) .. on _._the ·

0

skid.~trail;:uer·e·2dragged ;-to ·_ :.:~ 
-l' ·- . ,.._r "'r""'t"•·• .._,... - ,,.~-.. · .:-- · ...... -.:.- -· -· ··--.· , - · - -I= ~--~ .. 

-~_ the chopp~r:body ·end an air strike was called in ·on ·-the·1wraclcage·~t'f-As- the"last ~i,;--. 
_j~extraction-;, li;l.icopter came in a·man -(later-,:identit:ied ·. as -:the:;.-cre;~hief) ·appreerea .::-:::.~ ! 
:.__ approx 2C<? lll8ters from the · extraction point in a_ ~n-~rea waving· his shirt~:;~e~ __ tod- :_::- _ · ·. 
;~~as:. _e,~~:_:::_~~.:_:'11~s statement covers w~at I know ~bout ·-this everit • . ~tJvts' .:-> --~-· ::'". --:~fJ:.._· -. 
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' :·.~ ·Robert E.·. Cook -~ =,c_-;. ~, --:.~: ,~ ,~;..;:NT-~ -·t :..k£'o'·i~~'-:;:;~a~;;~~·-~·; ... .;fM~NT•;~~i~~~~,.TH" 

, -~~-~:~~~;t¥~\~~i~:~=~-:~:;;FJi~b~;:._:~:;;~·--~:~ ~tz~~{~:~~:~:j"i•ifti~~~r~:~~t.~~~rr ~--_ ~ t 

---.On ,18 .Eay .. 71," .. J, .. Robert ~. :'Cook, 251-84-9656, .~ :1,ns_e!'ted :?.n -~ ~pEfration __ ~~~_,_:_p_i~e~-· · .. ;~ 
~ .. -::oers of .--this command • . we .:.found two U.S. KH,. ·on, ... or .nea.r,··~the~LZ. _~There .. __ was ·also -~ 
one scu, KIA ·on the LZ, all ~were I!'..eirioEirs _.or' tB.s· unit: i,fe .. inoved approx 300 .. mete-r~:i~ 
from t."-le LZ 2.nd found. one .helicopter· destroyed, at the bottom .of a very steep hill. ·'.~·.;. 

· There vas ~-zeckage sce.ttered e.pporx. · 209. · mete:-s fro:::i where the . chopper-- had .. er.ashed ;i;i.: 
'· and then rolled -down tne 'hilL-- !,fe . found . one .-:--body in '-flight -:-"fatigues approx .. ,7O metars'.:~..:... 

.: .. west, up -.the -·hill; . from_· .. the ._chooper. _This -boar .was .!:1arican~·_but ws.s very .badly ~-::_-.:_-·· -__: 
:~mutilated_.'~':! .::=r.a c'?gni tion ,-.::s.nd/~r re.covery~ ~s -ir.lpo~ si,blf;·~:I -:wen-f to the ... bcidy ie.nd ·:3~"1c;_, __ _...r 

trieq. to discover .:·any ic.e!ltify. ·From waist·ui:-the 1::od;/"wa:t ·totally· mutilated e.n.cL: :·· ~-·- ,.. . 
. :bayond recognition. ·From waist .dor.,m I -\lo~judge that the · size of -the men was -~--- -.. · _.: ,.:;:;: 
twerage - 5'll"._:and 180 -lbs. , Without tooJsrecovery _~s mpossible because it -was · · ___ ·: ·~·. 

bt'u-ied in dirty; trees,· ·brush, and aircraft debris. : I believe I saw one pilot seat ;- -.£.::. 
and a hc.rn~ss._cAt _this we e.lso found a woundeci_rr.Ell, crewT'u9n; in ._the cho"pper and -"" 

: · concentra te·d. _cu:: efferts on extracting hi."?. F:i "".St ai.:1 was given by our medic and 
the rne..n was or seemed to be in shock fro:n the ·..:ounc. in his leg. My 10 gave the 

· ·crewman his ·stabo rig for .extraction by .. ladde:-. I did not see the fnside of the . 
. chopper / ~I ··-did·-'µotice, tho -.I ·th.at the 1-1-60 on · the .·left .. side·-was .still on · its --gun·,_,~':_:~ fi.· 
>_ir.,ount.! ·we . tl?,~n .. extre.cted our _tee.'11. __ As we ,ye~~ _ being ext~ac~d __ by ladder, another ·. _,_· -:-· -. 

~·1~~~r.{g§ ~~:.;9F~~ya~,:~~~~jf:~ut ;l~9,.aji~~f.f.i!!?~-::~~;c~o._p~~ -~f.e ~ di_~~~t~~:i~~~i.;:J_:-·~ 
·:e.ttention .~ · ·hl.m-self •cy _·wa.vJ.ng "·his ~-snirt~ t-_:the ··otner • choppers-;-, in tne ·'.air~ T'nis :-".- ~ . 
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• • • ...... ., .,-"'... -...c-. -i;. .. ~ ...... .... . .:._....;;.::.:::, - - - -- - t.,, - ·• --- --- - - ·--....._.~~ .. ,l~T :Lemuel D,·1'IcGlqthren .. , •. ~""··- -- ,'--·- · · · · . ... wANT~To~ __ M>.KE..:.T!!E ; ,:~~'=~~ ~~~!~~t&E..N.T__:::1:i-NE!~--0 ... -rH ,-

~ -:--_:~ :..~--.:2:_: .:..~ .::' .... _:~~:. -~- .. :~- _ ~ . . . _- --~: -~- _ :·:._. ... ~--=- ·.-r~~: -:.- --; ~-.::~-:--~~---:- : ·-~~-~~-;.-'?::~~:~ ~ .. :-:_~!~!-~ --~;-:y .. r~~~~- ~t:~ttJ~-~~~~ .. ~,:~;. 
~ :- 0n·•1s }~y . 71 :RTs ·HabtT &" "Krtl t ·-;ie•r."'e'° inserted ~on ~~recover.r_: oper~tion ~ ~h<i}lt_h o~~~-. .., 
~ or~l5'""meters ~off · our · LZ -we · found ·the -·bodies :,of ,.SGT .Dehnke :and ::..one :;SCU :from~RT v ·':.-,:_ i;;; ~"?.'".::_ . 
-·- ila::ika'f'""als·o _~the~body" 9f one ·-~p_-:-soldier. --~we·:1:110ve .. d about40..:oore _'ine-ters •-anci.;~~~~ " 
-~k.fo~d__:!~he _body _ of .SG~ Hollingsworth we _th~n .moved a!x>uf 100_ ~ters end _began ::~.'-, · ,;,_ ~;~, 
·..:. to find · parts . of . the downed helicopter. We moved about 130 meters more and I :·-~--i~~::t ~:;: 
~--Sa\f ·_a - ~dy.:),fy 11., SSG Cook;·.- I:lOved to> t.he ··ooay :and pulled· the· body .up / ·He past ~·-:?.·;i.~~ 
-· the _word -to me··.that ._the .fud:r-- "!as _mutilated -beyond recognition from the _waist·:Up~·-=-'.:-:·~~ . ;, 

y -~ 70_.meters do,.in the __ hill _we found the_. ·cargo compartment of _the .-e.ircraft ; :'Wet moved _ _;:~--rr-,:· 
·::- _dow!i _and found :the --c~e~chief, SP5.,Parker; "lie~ said-1that :_::~he .-- gunner· ·and~AJC :had ~T::,.:,!.;·~-.j-~: 

taken the survival kits and B".:E' d. SP5 Parker I s wounds were bandaied and the team . 
was e:<tracted. As the ·last chopper Wes pulling out,"·_ the crew ·spotted ·the ·gunner 'or° :"-~­
tha downed chopper on a ridge line waving bis shirt about. 200 meters from the --~- -- ·-
downed cho9per. He -was picked up,' and taken to 18th . Surg. For ~un shot wounds. -'1f..{; ►-~ ' 

. -· . -
.• • .,.. -:: • n.r -- •••--

•- - ...... -- •.·. 

;~sI:~~!~:~~~~}P~l~~~Ft{l\ii~~i~~~:tJt~~~~~ 
•:.~ ._,:-,. -. ·~.~ ·•:•/ :• ... -.:~•:-• •._;• . .:.. ';. •• - •·• .• ,-. • ~• - •• ,. -.. • _..• ~••·~,:.,.,_-:_. • •, • ·:• w- •- ._ ••- • -• ; . - I , .._ _ -

• .6:.•:a ---- ·-- ~--~~ ~~.E-!. . .:- ·~:=-·:·-:~-.: ~;:. --- :-~~ -: - ~--:!-~---~~·.:~~-~-~f::_;:3:~-=-~j 
.. 

~~;~~~~;;_:~;~_;~• _\ :•--..;(<s/~~i~~f t ~~~~i~~Jj.~'.:~t ::: -: .. ~;, .•.. 7•:;,f ~i~:J 
: ~----·· - --_._ ... ,. t. .. . ., •. -· .. --· · · <_:-_·:· .:... __ _ .,.:.:._ . ... .. ,. : .. -;--_,:- ~.;- -.. ~_.-,-. ___ _ 

. -.; ,. . -· 

-ADOiTIONAL PACES MUST .CONTAIN THE HEADING •STATEMENT OF_·_ .. _· TAKEN AT __ OATED __ ._CONUNiJEiJ• 
THE BOTTOM OF EACH ADDITIONAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE INITIALS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE STATEMENT AND 
BE INITIALED AS «PACE_. __ Of __ PACFS ... WHEN ADD/TfONAL PAGES ARE UTILIZED, THE BACK OF PACE 1. WILL 

:BE LINED'fJUT,::~D THE STATEMENT WILL BE COl\.'CLUOE&-ON · THE REVERSE SIDE OF ANOTHER COPY OFJH!S FOl?M_ 

--............ Tl~.-c..:,\ I ~~~~H ~ 8.2.3,_ _ ____________ ----------~-"""-lil!!P.!!!!S'lll!e!'ll!'!ll!lllllll!!~·,r·.• 
d ., WAC:: W>4N.eoczacoawe L ►RZb S 



::.:.:,~--' -

· :,. ,. '" : "! : "'. ' · ,+ '~'. -.:, \/ :-' ~;:) :·tt ::cg;.: TL~ :~ i,/id~i"2' ' ;$ ·s:;. •:Ft: -tr ·" · - - · , 
. ·:··· ·: --: ·-.--- --· - : · ."' WITNESS . STATEME f . ·;- .. ;•· - -- ,-- - .. ~ · ·-:_-_;__t,;:""'7.'/: 
. For use of th is form , see AR 195 • 10 • TB PMG 31 the proponent ogency Is Office ol Th• Provost Marshal General __ _ _ -._:,,,~ 

PLACE , DATE TIME P'ILE NUMBER 

Villarosa 
· LAST NAME, P'IRST NAME, MIDDLE NAM£ 

I :;_:Richard A. Hendrick ~ -·:· · 
. ; . SOCIAL SECURIT_:t ACC. OUKT NO. · .. .: l QRADE. ., z -":::,.:;::. 

. 265-06-:33n -~:r::-·· · . · . .. .... Sgt ·E-.5 ·. ·, . 

. · ·.·· .. -: ; . • :-:::·..!'-,~~ -• ~::~--~ :·;,.~~:;t; ... 
·- -· -· - -- . ·_ ,. _____ __ - - ; -•,(""-., ·"'-

SWORN STATEMENT 

:=: -<,,. -_ · R~chard '='A~ -~~endrick ..::. ·_;.. ~:;.Ye-:;::"'r.•1/- ·.:---::.~-:- ....;AN -i°- 1-0· ·~ /Jca:. ,:·HE -· ,.oLLo~tNG _sTATltMENT : uNollR · o,._:r-K -j .. ,, 

:....:.'."'On >18 May ·-1971 .·along with the ··team -members or RT Krai t . and RT Habu :was .inser...ed ~---·-·: . '·· 
],into {.~he ,_A£( to --~~tef!Wl~ th~-

0
s~~s-~oi_RT Alnska-~c3: ·an ~i_rcraff-belo'iigiiig-:.to ·c"-"CQ~,~ - --: 

t..15~t!! ,A~ •. :.Bn<: .. :.lJpon inserting we -disc~vered 3 dead team members of ~T Alaska- and .J . ~ -­
~~ea~~A ::~l~i~:r ~-""Af}er _e~ti:act~g=th~ -bodies ·w :.w_ere. ~~s~ruc~4},o J:11pve :.trrthe ·:pr~~J~ _ 
-•site •. ~ Enroute : ~o":'the ·crash site ,ve · found ·numer-~s ~ts ~longing. .. to _the __ d~.e~_?:'~::;~ ~ 

~-'.aircraft: ·:2 .=skids/: .. 1 M-60_ mach.ine :gun, •.1 _tail boom~ .1 main ·rotor, riuroo!ous _me.ps e.n,A·_-__ -"V 

':~ ch~r~s-· _snd-:pie.ce s : .. 0£ ple;:dglas s ♦-·:•~- -ifs..*~~ 1;y""~"'°~~~W.~§:;~~ 
-~ cre\rmember{wearing ·no:rex) • .. The . boq.y was in ·nu.rr.erous pieces and no identification:· we.s~: '? 

I inaa.e-~~,J:le · :then moved dow to the . cra sh -;sit-9·. - We found the 'aircraft to 1:e unside doun.'-· .,_. 
-''8neLcrew _- n1ember.(SP5 Parker) was· ·ins~d~·~:o.r .the ··aircraft~~- He had recleved a·iun '" shgf,"~;-~7i 

wound :and compound fracture of the ,,leg: . He stated that he did not kn6v Yhat _had _hap~ -I: 
. ·ea 'duri..,g -the ·crash and did not knou the ·status of the _ other cra,,,m.emoo.:i-s~ . He sa.~d that 

he -did not bandage h:i:ilself _because S01:'4=One had: removed the aid kits.;: ~J,, ~ stated . th. t 
"the errergency radio was gone .also. I then searched ~he aircraft and lnis to -be -true., 

-~ The A/C UHF radio ,.,,as switched to 243.00 megacycles; however; the radio . wes inoi:erative 
The right side or ·the aircraft Yc'.S bedly- dar,.iaged end the seat was al.TJ1ost _co~pletely re,­
moved · from th~ ... ,r,ir~t. The safety belts had been torn out. The -left side of the a i r 

. craft and thJ'b'h the left side, vere intact. The armor plate on the left side was pull 
.. : ed.:back _and ~o blo.od vas foUnd 1n~~the pilot's seat;·.::.;::-_p.1 -indications -were,; that the :,-piJ:o 
.- had exited the aircraft tn1der his own -cower, Also there were rootprints in _the mud ~n · 
~;~~ J !3.~t -~;ee, ._<?!~ he aircraft _ w~re ,.~~.?~~Q~e ·- ~d entere~·~and .exited -~he_ -~as~~~~t~ _col11~ 
:. par~n~ --~~-we ·<sear~hed . the ..:i.r;irredia te_~a-,~d h<?~Ell:'~ ,:~r~tu_s _~t~-~2!..~~.:.ne ~£~ v~ :~ 
~-results. · 0 We·-.then ·called FAG ·a."ld · directed ·a . slick .in and :extrac·ted the wo~ea ·:~rer 'r:,.,. 
~. -- -·. • <C"- ~ • • . ..L.· • . -J:... · --- ~- .. .:.. ~ ""t.· ;r;, 

... chief by ladder with no incidents. ·~,. FAC .then .direct~d _·us to _be extracte·d-;":·.In~ h~/ pr·o~ : . 

. - cess of extracting the recovery ·team,~·one other .crew ·member was ·1cca.ted. appr~ximately..i~. 
·· 1000 :meters form :the c~ash site, _He was wotu'1ded end waving his clothing .' tryir.g to _hail 

too recovery aimraft. He also was extracted without incident. This staterr.ent is · feet 
· ual to_ th~ best of my k?owledge.~ __ .. _ _ .,, __ . __ . 
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