From 18 Hay throuvh 20 May 1 commanded a search a:nd rescue mission,try-n;

"ing to -locate missing orewmen from UH-iH ,,60? which had crashed vicinity
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o :gzv-Theﬂwreckave had _‘peen marked -when - the aircrai‘t;was shot'down 17-44ay‘=-an L
= ~the érash-site was easily-identifiable.;NoTsign of. ~life,or,distress~'
'si_gnal had been ; seen_“17 May, ai‘ter the aircraft had gone’ down TR
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-‘On“18~tlaj an~~attem0t *to-extract the ground party in the Avicinity ‘of»the..._.
-.-f-”dmmed“‘airora_f‘t‘was :delayed“due -to -anvenemy:ground - attack.mAftersthe-—-.

ground party evaded the ene'ny, it ‘and the reinforcing party .vhich had""' :"
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--The -decision was made toisuppress’ and destroy the enemy positions and_ "
: use air cav.to recon the area then insert a larger ground -varty. The

" " search was intensified when an .emergency signel was received on 243.0HC
2% K& |The Airforce FAC was requested to home on the signal and locate its

==  |isource., It was found to come from 2 different locations,” 5 and 10 Km
B uest,‘near the Laotian border.::.'l‘his,y_las r.en'arded as a Adecoy signal and

disre#arded‘?'.‘:?f T S

¥ *;—After destroying~~the ene:ny bum ers.the’ ground party was inserted and .- -
.moved 500 meters in two hours to the crash site. ~At: the crash site they
ilocated “the crewchief.who had:a broken*leg..-,:_--The growungd ‘party-then:re<:.
Zzquested” ‘extraction .by:l :ladder:asia- firesset: during..the,destruction of . the
=% bunker_ was .rapidly aporoaching'"the crash site. T During this™ e:gtraction“’“
one. of the aircra.ft crewmen -located " another crewman 300 meters south of :

F‘urther p‘round efi‘orts w,re termnated however ‘the air cav continued
_their search -along the E & E route, rendezvous points and in a circular
- 3 Km vattern. -.Intermittent ‘"beever" sigmals were rsceived but no voice
commurications were established pnd their source could not _be located.~_,_;~
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»could not be 1ocat°" T Mha’ nnly exceouion was -an “ansver on 243 OMC -of “=
:"'"‘his is °heonix 2 Ilanket 211, . This .signal was received.2.Km
i ey s and apyivadl bt...y ‘5 Km+from- tne eri 1 site.__
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on -1 -can subrnit 15" that the ground: party whiéna'z;;:f
t stated that they saw one -body clad in nomex ‘clothin

'a,' oeen c'rw')’.etel'r C'z’o""" D into smzll pieces:in ‘*'z 2 cracgh. f“*”'n‘w
-'i“*"*u’inct i;e.:t-f‘:; _tl:e,i;: dividuzl a.-i mzde zo atbtengzt.to extract’:
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until. tqey were. exuracted.




1 believe, based onr

survival _.equivment, that au lea.st one member of . the‘;crew could, have ~-
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‘attempted to EZE from the crash site. iTr;e 1dentity ‘and success is”a Rrend
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this time unknoun.
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