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GiWERAL ORDERS 
1-JUHBER 1825 

DEPAR1'i-1ENT OF THE ARMY 
Headquarters 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile) 

APO San Francisco 96383 

2 March 1971 

AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING GROOS 

'ro 439. The following AWARD is announced. 

FITZGERAID BRIAN T. --- SP4 67N20 Co C (Asl-t. Hei) 158th Avn Bn (Aslt 
Hel) (Ambl~ (WFJ/.CO) ~ 383 

Awarded: The Distinguished F1yin:J Cross 
,. Date of sorvice : 20 February 1971 

-:-r-:~tRH1'1 .... ~t,\lllllc or "vlet'fia]i _ __ •• ·- -- ---·--··--··-
Authority :· By direction of the President of the United States under the provisions 
: or the Act of Congress approved 2 July 1926. 
Reason: For heroism uhile participating in aerial flight evidenced by voluntary 

action above and beyond the call of dut~ in support of mi element of com­
bat troops of the Republic of Vietnam in Laos . Specialist Four Fitzgerald 
distinguished himseU' on 20 February 1971 whilo serving as crew chief 
aboard a UH-1H lift helicopter during an emergency extraction of a belea­
guered ground element of the Army of the Republic or Vietnul?l . Coming under 
intense hostile fire while approaching the extr::iction site, Specialist 
Fitzgerald delivered accurate and devastating suppressive fire on too enemy 
positions alJ.owing his pilot to lnnd his aircraft. Despite receiving 
ground fire at close range , Specialist Fitzgerald left the aircraft to assist 
the soldiers aboard and calmly directed th-9 e:;ctraction . Imir.ediately upon 
ta.king off, his aircraft came under intense hostile fire and burst into 
flo.mes . Although the fir~ had sprend to his compartment, he continued to 
deJ.iver suppressive fire \shile his pilot executed an emergency landing. 
Oi~ce on the ground Specialist Fit~gerald subjected hir.isel.f to the fire and 
exploding ammunition to assist his crew and the passengers to cover to 
e.•,ra.it evacuation. His actions were instrumental in saving the lives of 
those aboa1-d his aircr2..ft . Specialist Four Fitzi erald' s exemplary courage 
e.nd devotion to duty were in keeping 1,1ith the highest traditions of the 

.. -·--·- -··- --· ___ military _s~rvi!:9 P..nd. reflP.d. gTMt. i:-r~ . .tt •.l'i,'Q!l hiJ!ls<?l.f, hi':' •.,.ni-1.:; '?n~ ":h9 
United States Army. 
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